The Official
Newspaper
of the A. E.'F.

Siripes

By ::ﬁd For
the Soldiers
of the A.E. F.

VOL. 2—NO. 14.

FRANCE, FRIDAY, MAY 9,

1919.-.

PRICE:

50 CENTIMES. S5 "NIE SURE

GERMANY FACED WITH

PEACE PACT DICTATED
BY VICTOR NATIONS

Once Greatest Military Empire of World Brought
to Account on Spot of Birth and First
" Crime of Half Century Ago

EX-KAISER’S TRIAL PROMINENT IN

DEMANDS

Anniversary of Lusitania’s

' Sinking Sees Haughty

Power at Mercy of Free Peoples Leagued -
{0 End All War

At 3 o’clock Wednesday afterncon, four years to a,day from the
tragic climax of Prussianism that sent the Lusitania to the bottom
with her human cargo of non-combatants, a little khaki-bound book-
let was handed to Count Brockdorfi-Ranizau, chicf of the German
plenipotentiaries, at Versailles where Wilkelm I and Bismarck al-
most half a century ago forced France to sign away Alsace-Lorraine
while Prussian cannon threatened Paris.

In this document that the humiliated enemy is now studying in
the confines of a Versailles hotel arc contained the promise of release
of 1,000,000 Americans in khaki and the solemn hope, framed in the
terms of the League of Nations, that neither these men nor their chil-
dren will be forced to another recourse to arms such as they, with
their Allies, have borne courageously and successiully since America

declared war on April 6, two y

s ago.

ALLIES UNITED IN PEACE

They have been the busiesl of the

Conference, these last days preceding

the historic event, and the last shadow of disagreement beiween the Allies,

Italy’s disaffection, Belgium's hesitancy,

Japan’s claims, have passed away, to

leave o solid froni, ithe same unity that met the Kaiser's armies from the Piave

to Flanders.

The League of Nations is a reality, and whatever balties remain to be
fought for democracy, there stands for humanity the most powerful bulwark
of justice that the world bhas ever known.

In the great dining hall of the Trianon Palace Hotel the tables wore set
in a parallelogram. At the head was Premier Clemenceau, on his right Presi-
dent Wilson and the American envoys. on his left Lioyd George and thoe British

delegation. About the table were scated

representatives of all the powers that

bad made war or broken relations with the late Central Empires.

GERMANS AT TOOT OF TABLE
‘When the guards of honor at the door had withdrawn, the German delegu-
tion filed into the reom and took places at the foot of the table.
When they were seated, President Clemenceau rose and inaugurated the

Conference of Versailles.

He handed the khaki-covered volume to M. Dustasia,

the Secretary General of the Conference, whe in iurn placed it in the hands

of Count Brockdorff-Rantzau, who rose and addressed the Conference.

When

he had concluded the Gprmrins withdrew, and the historic ceremony was over.

It is ithe longest treaty ever drawn,

1t totals about 80,000 words, divided

into fificen main sections, and represents the combined product of over 1,000
experis working continually through a series of commissions for th¢ three and
a half months since January 18. 'The trealy is prinied in parallel pages of Eng-

lish and French, which are recognized as having equal validity.

It does not

deal with questions affecling Ausiria, Bulgaria and Turkey, except in so far as

binding Germany to accept any agreement reached with those former allies,
The members of the Peace Conferemce were already familiar wilh the

terms of the treaty, which had been summarized for them in a secret plenary

session the day before, but they are now at liberty (o study it in detail.

13ciow,

however, are the salient points of the official summary. 5 .

Terms of Treaty Follow Out
Early Outlines Given Public

Following the preamble and deposition of
powers comes the covenant of the League
of Nations, which is the first section of the
treaty. It is in the same form as made
public several wecks ago. The frontiers

- of Germany In Burope are defined in the
second scction; Turopean political clauses
given in the third; and extra-European
political clauses In the fourth. Next are
the military, naval and air terms as the
fifth section, followed by a section on
prisoners of war and military graves and
a seventh on responsibilities. Reparations,
finunclal terms and economic terms are
covered in sections eight to ten. Then
comes the aeronputic section, ports, water-
ways and railways section, the labor cove-
nant, the section on guarantees, and the
final clauses.

Germany, by the terms of the treaty,
restores Alsace-Lorraine to France, accepts
the internationalization of the Saar busin
temporarily and of Dantziz permanently,
agrees to territorfal chanpes towards Bel-
glum and Denmark and in Bast Prussla.
cedes most of Upper Siiesin to Poland, and
renounces all territorial and political rights
outside Europe, as to her own or her Allles
territorfes, and especially as to Morocco,
Egypt, Slam, Libtric and She

the trial of the ex-Kalser by an interna-
tional high court for a supreme offense
against international morality, and of other
nationals for violation of the laws and cus-
toms of war, IIolland to be asked to extra-
dite the former and Germany being respon-
sible for delivering the latier.

Plebiscites in Freed Regions

The League of Nations is accepted by the
Allicd and Associated DPowers as operative
upon ratification of the "Treaty and by Ger-
many in principle, but withont moember-
ship, Similurly an international labor body
is _brought into being with a permaunen!

office and an annual convention.
A great number of international bodies
of different kinds and for diifferent pur-
poses are ereated, some under the League
of Nations, somg to exceute the peace
treaty. Amoug tlie former is ihe commis-
sion to govern the Saar basin until a pleb-
iscite is held 15 yeasr hence; the interna-
tionalized free eily of Dantuig, guaranteed
by the League and under 2 high commis-
sioner appomtvd b) 1t, ‘md v.lrious com~
for v, Schles-
wig and X‘ast Prus; m Among thosc to
earry out the peace trealy are the repara-
Uons, military, naval, air, financial end
economic commis: s, the international
hxgh court nnd military tribunals to ilx

also recopnizes the total iIndependence of
German Austria, Czecho-Slovakia and Po-
Jand. Her army is reduced to 100,000 men,
including officers; conscription within her
ierritorics is ambolished; all forts 50 kilo-
meters east of the Rhine razed, and ail im-
portation, exportation and nearly all pro-
duction of war material stopped. Allied oc-
cupation of parts of Germany will continue
till reparation is made, but will be reduced
at the end of ecach three five-year perfods
if Germany is fulfilling her obligations.
Any viclation by Germany of the condi-

tions as to the zone 50 kilometers east of |-

the Rhine will be regarded as an act of
WAr,

U-Bouts Denied German Fleet

The German navy 1s reduced to six bat-
tleships, six lght cruisers and 12 torpedo-
boats, without submarines, and o personnel
of not over 15,000. All other vessels must
be surrendered or destroyed. Germany is
forbiddoen to build forts controlling the Bal-
tie, must demolish Heligoland, open the
Kiel canal to all nations, and surrender her
14 submarine cables. She may have no
military or naval air forces except 100 un-
armed scaplanes until October 1 to detect
mines, and may manufacture no aviation
materinl for six months.

Germany uccopts full responsibility for
)l damages caused to Allled and Associated
Governments and natfonals, and agrees spe-~
cifieally to reimburse all civillan damages,
beginning “with an h‘x‘hlal payment of

les and a scrics of bodles for
thc control of international rivers.

Certain problems are left for solution be-
tween the Allied and Associated I'owers,
notably details of the disposilion of the
German ficet and cables, the former Ger-
man colonics, and the values poid in repos
ration, Certain other problems, such as
the laws of the alr, and, the opium, arms
and liquor trafiie, are either agreed to in
detall or set for carly international action.

Military Restrictions Many
Under the heading of “Militury Forces,”
the treaty specifies that, in addition to the
abolition of the Great German General
Staff, the army administrative service, con-

VICTORY LOAN IN GERMANY

It is raticr mbbzrg it §u—displaving Victory Loan posters on the billboards in Coblens. An}lwn'. there_they are, for all the Third

Army and the Geymans to see. Here is u specimen of the ways and places in which they are pos
Riiue, close to the poniogs bridge, there is one pester -showing o doughboy, his
thn'e "Boche hebmets, in ki hands, "and_saying tmm[vl.mttl,' “And they tlxaught we couldn’t Foht?”

depicting a U-boat in dire distress, while o transhort and craiser steam mejestically by.

lowd silence.

Face b!md!rd m baxn

Ou the promencde glong |
dages flus smiles, carrying
Across the street is onother

The Germans gase on these billboards in

OVER TWO MILLION
FRANCS RAISED BY
A.EF. FOR ORPHANS

Fund ¥For War Waifs of
France Grew Hugely
in 14 Menths

RED CROSS KEEPS UP WORK

Provision for Future of Most De-
serving Wards Among 3,567
. Adopted Already Made

HOW ORPHANS’ FOND ST00D
APRIL 30

Cash on hand.........Francs  3,500.00

Checks on deposit for coilec.

TION uiivciir e
Guarantee deposit 504,94" 40
Equitable Trust Co. deposit, 554,450.55
Cash ftems ........... eee.  28080.35
Balance with Red ross,

Mareh 31 svveeeiinreanno. 476462253

Total Balance .....uc......1,568,426,12
Paid to Orphans.......... ... 608,936.70

Total Amount Ralsed......2,177,362.82

. Two cheeks, one for 504,944.40 francs and
the other for 551,45 francs—a ietal of
1,059.394,95 francs—were turned over to the
American Red Cross this week by Tng
Staus axp Stuires for the benefit ol the
3,567 French war orphans comprising TRE
Srars axp Swriers family. In addition to
the 1,059,394.95 francs represented by the
two checks, there is a balance in the Red
Cross treasury as of March 31 of 176,422.53
franecs, and several smaller accounts which
bring the total to 1.568,426.12 frones on
hand for orphans of the French poilus now
being fathered by the AJSF. and its friends
in the United States.

‘When the active campaign for adoptions
closed Just Christmas there had been paid
into Tup STARs AND StRIPLS sufficlent
money for the adoption of 3,444 orphans.
Subsequently the Advance Section, 8.0.8,,
turned in funds for an additfonal 123, bring-
ing the total number of adoptions to 3,567
children.

Beaucoup Franmes Ralsed

The financial statement of Tap STARS
AND StrRIPEs as of April 30, 1913, shows the
assets of the orphan fund to be 1,092,01
franes, Thero had previously been tu ed
into the treasury of the American Red
Cross the sum of 1,085,359.23 francs, bring-
ing the total raised in behalf of the orphans
through the generosity of mombers of the

. and thelr friends back home to
'»‘ 177 36” 82 Irmxcs. or’ $362, 893.?0. figuring

sisting of civilian personnel not included In
the body of effectives, is reduced to one-
tenth the total of the 1513 budget aliow-
ance. Employes of the German States,
such as customs officers, forest guerds and
coast guards, shall not exceed the number
allowed in the 1913 budget.” Gendarmes
and local pelice may be increased only in
accordance with the growth of population.

It is also provided that all war establish-
ments except those specifically exeluded be
closed three months after poace has been
concluded and their personnet dismissed.
The manufacture or impertation of poison
or gther gases used in warfare is prohib-
ited; Germany will not be permitted to

20,600,000,000 marks, payments
to be secured by bonds to be issued at the
discretion of the reparation commission.
Germany is_to pay shipping damage on a
ton-for-ton basis by cessioi of & large part
of her merchant, coasting and river fleets,
2nd by new construction and to devote her

o0 tho ‘of the

devnsm.tcd reglons .

Ex-Kalser to Be Tried

She agrees to return’to tho 1914 most-
favored-nation tariffs, without discrimina-
tion of any sort; to allow Allicd and Asso~
ciated 1s D) of transit
her territories, and to accept highly de-
toiled provisions as to pre-war debts, un-
fair competition, internationalization of
railfoads and rivers, and other ‘economic
and financisl clauses, She also agrees to

cture such ! for other gov-
ernments.

The treaty also nngs the death knell of
Germany's system of milltary service by
conscription by specifying the enlisted por-
sonnel must be malntained by voluntary
cnlistments for terms of 12 consecutive
years, and the number of discharges in any
one year is not {o exceed flve per cent of
the total number of effectives. Officers re-
malning In the service must agree to serve
to tho age of 45. Newly-appointed officers
must agree to serve actively for 25 yeers,
No military schools will be allowed cxcept
thosc absolutely indispensable for the units
authorized by the treaty. No assoclations,
such as soofctles of discharged soldiers,
shooting or touring clubs, educational es-
toblishments or universities, may occupy
themselves wfth military matters.  All
measures of mobilization are forbiddén,

at the p h rate of

ix franes for one dolliar.

In addition to the two cnec!cs. there-were
turned over to the Red Cross the sum of
1,500 francs In cash; chocks on deposit for
collection totallng 7,028.20 francs, and
cheeks calling for 24,060.35 francs, under
the heading of cash items. This latter sum
represents money made payable to the
orphan fund but withdrawn from banks
before the checks were prescuted. It is
belleved most of this will eventually be puid
into Tuz STARS AND STRIPES Bureau.

Evexy Centime for Orphans

When Tre Srans avp Synires launched
its campalign 14 months ago, the Red Cross
agreed to bear the expensc of a bureau em-
powercd to select the children and admin-

Continued on Page 3

MASCOT (HUMAN) MUST GO

All mageots—human--attached to units
in the A.E.F. will be given immediate dis-

HOME J0BS FOR ALL
WHO FOLLOW RULES

Application Cards to Be Dis-
tributed in Every Unit
Before Sailing

If the men of the AJL¥. who desire jobs
when they arrive home will do their share
in the job-finding system of the Governe
ment und -will follow out the instrucrions
every one will receive before he sails from
France, the Government wiil be able to
provide work for all who carncstly secx it.

This is the message the United Stales
Employment Service, with the agsistance
of the various weifar: organizations, is
spreading throughont the AB Agents
of the service in France have just com-
pleted a trip from Chaumont to Coblenz
and through the S.0.8., scyuainting all
units with the Government's plana. which,
as_far us their being carried out on this
side of the ocoan, cre simple.

Al divisions and soparate units sniling
for home are provided with what are des-
ignated “applieagion for job™ cards. It is
compulsory that every man shall Al out
one of these cards, stating whether he
wishes & job or not, and, if he does, the
kind of work desired and where he wants
canfoyment,

The men of the 25th, 28th, T7th and 80th
Divisions have turned in complele files of
applicaiions, and when the applicants reach
their homes the Government slready will
have set in motion the machincry to obtain
them employment. The Employment Serv-
ice hus completed arrangements to handle
three more divisiond In the embarkation
centers immediately, The cards are being
distributed by the personnel adjutant of
each unit,

‘What the Employment Service 1s endeav-
oring lo Impress upon the men of the
AR, i3 that they must. not take it for
granted that, once they have signed uppli-
cation curds, .m they wiil hchto do when

wait for the Government to send for thes
They are advised that as soon as they are
mustered out thoy should repnrt (o tne
nearest Pederal Bmployment Bureas, where
they will find their cuses matters of record.
and in this way help the Employment Serv-
ice to care for them as soon as possible.

In addition to the work of the United
States Employment Service, many States
at home have cnacted legisiation designed
to provide jobs for ali returning soldicrs,
sailors and Mavines.

Several States have passed laws provid-
ing for extensive public work on which de~

mobilized fighters will be employed. Others | p

have arranged to lend money to men for
Iand settlement and other purposes without
interest or security. Still others have
voted generous bonuses for returning sof-
diers and sailors, and practically every
State has established its own Emp’oymont
Bureau to work in conjunction with the
Federal Government.

“HENRY’S PAL TO HENRY”

is in the hands of Field Agents of THE
STARS AND STRIPES iIn book form,
ready for sale to the A.E.F. It contalns
in neat form, 72 pages and cover. the
letters written by Henry's Pal and pub.
lished In THE STARS AND STRIPES.

The author Iz Sgt. Seth T. Bailey, of
THE STARS AND STRIPES staff, The
book is

ILLUSTRATED BY WALLY,
THE STARS AND STRIPES' artist

whosge cartoon book reglstered 3 decided
hit with the A.E.F,

marurn e

S“NDAY, muinch o
DAY, WRITING DATE
FOR WHOLE A.E.F.

No Exceptions Granted to
Generals or Cooks—
Everybody’s In

TO RUSH LETTERS HOME

Speedy Delivery' Promised for
Precious Mail in States—C.-in-C.
Urges All to Take Pen in Hand

Sunday, May 11, s Mother's Day—the
second and undoubtedly the lust Mother's
Day in the AE.TF.

Do you remember Isst Mother's Day? It
rained some, and then the sun came out,
and such a gloriona evening it was! Men
died of wounds on that day and some were
killed on the batilefield. Yot some of those
men, despite the fact that they were seri-
ously wounded, found time to seribble a
letter to Mother before they died.

Do you remember how you, sitting in
your billet or cramped up in a stuffy dug-
out, assernbied all your literary talent for
the greatest letter of your life? In that
letter, which she later wrote was the great-
est letter she had ever ro d from any
one (even better than the enes Dad used to
write), you confessed to her that, after all,
you were really a mischicvous youth in
those duys gone by, and that could you
have looked ahead into the future you
wonld have been a better boy. You also
enme right out openly and eonfessed that
you loved her; you went back into your
past and dug up little unforgotten things
and told her how sorry you were about
them—how you loved hor for passing over
them so lightly in Iater years, and your
eyes got a little damp when you read the
letter after you had finished it.

But, Gee! it was sume ieiter. You
thought of that letter many a time laler on
while 5ou were waiting for the signal thut
you bouncing over the fop into

lceth of those chattering machine
J Thut ietter, and the ona Mother
wrote in reply, £ave you more courage than
you thought you could ever have. And such
courage sent you through battles, through
barrages and into enemy-intested dugouts,
and you came back alive, though probably
pattle-marked. And that coeurage not only
helped you win your battles, but it helped
win another battle 3,000 miles away.

To Repsy Love and Prayers

S0 as Mother's Day come~; mmln, Just at
the dawn of peace, Jet the A.IE.F. celebrate
it by having every soldier \‘.ritb home to
his Mother on that day, The n-C. has
requested it.  ““These letter: he says,
*will repay in part the brave women whose
love and prayers have cheercd us on to
victory.”

If you have suffered the greatest losy
that can come to a man, if you have no
mother to write to, then send your grect-
ings to the one who is nearest and dearest
to you In all the world and who has done
the most to take her place. Write, if you
will, to your bunkie's mother, telling her
what o great scout he is; hocw he cleaned
up & whole platoon of Germans—tell her of
everything he himself Ig too shy to write

Continned on Page 8

The books will be sold in P
réady for mailing. Postage Is 3 cents.

THE STARS AND STRIPES will not
accept mall orders for “Henry's Pal to
Henry,” They are being placed on sale
as fast as possible by the agents
throughout the A.E.F. Probably there
is an agent attached to your Army Post
Office.

‘The price e three francs a copy.

charge, and commanding of organi-
zutions will take the necessary steps to sce
that such children are at once separated
from thelr organizations, .according to G.O.
Q. Mascots will mot acoompany
organiza tions on any troop movements, and
the C.0.'s will be held responsible {f they
do, the order says.
The new G.0. extends to all mascots,
regardless of nationality-American, Eng-

iish, Fronch or Germon.

LOAN SUBSCRIPTIONS OVER

Tomorrow is the last daoy on which sub-
seriptions to the Victory Liberty Loan will
be accepted from mombers of the AE.F.

Final reports on all subscriptions will be
received tomorrow by the Adjutant Gen;

SURPLUS OFFICERS ONLY

Surplus officers who formeoriy found their
way to Gondrecourt will now be gathered
with the rest of the homeless at St. Algnan,
according to G.O. 72, GH.Q.

‘This order closed the Gondrecourt O~
cers’' Replacement Depot on the last of April
and turned the dispositon of stuch persone
nel ag remained there on that dare over to
Hq., 5.0.8,

“Hereafter,”” the order reade, “all surplus
officers religved from duty with organiza-
tions in the A.L.F. firat will be sent to the
Firat Replacement Depot at St Algnan.

Buch of these surplus officors as are re-
Heved from duty with combat organizations
or who are sent to St. Alsman by orders
from these headquarters will be disposed
of by onlc"a !rcom GHQ. uxnless released

eral, GH.Q. Therc has been no
anp organfzed campoign over here.

L 0.8,

e
for dleposltlon."

HOW 27TH AND 30TH
HELPED TO PIERCE
HINDENBURG LINE

Second U.S. Corps Had Hard
Nut to Crack in Sector
of St. Quentin Canal

AUSSIES’ PART IN DRIVE

Former National Guard Outfits
Proved Worth in Somme Coun-
try Under British Command

1t 13 an interesting fact, and one not
without- international significance, that al-
though the American Expeditionary FForees
were aggressively engaged In the war oniy
from sbout June 1 until November 13, 1018,
a period of less than five and one-haif
months, there was hardly a portion of the
whole western front on which rome part ot
these for did not sce active and very
Important s jee. Thus, though the groater
part of the work of the American armies
was done in the region between the Moselie
and the Argonne, whieh hnd from the be-
ginning been destined as the prineipal zone
for American operations, the extremely
perilous conditions confronting the Adlied
armies from March 21 onward to the mid-
dle of July mmnde it necessury o employ
Ameriean  divisions wherever they were
most needed al any given moment.

Even after the in tive passed to the
Allies it scemed wise to use a certain num-
ber of American divisions directly with the
armies of the other Allies rather than 'in
the zone of exclusively American oputa-
tions. 'The result wasg that, from first to
}last, Ameéerican troops hud experience all
plong the front line; In the mountiinous
districis of the Vosges, the plateaus of the
Champagne, the rofling hills between the
Marne and the Vesle and those belween
St. Quentin and Cambral, and on the flat
plains of the low countries in French and
Belgian Flanders, fighting in these several
distriets side by side with the troops of
France, England and Belgium,

It was the fortune of the 27th and 30th
‘Enited States Divisions, permanently linked
together under the Second United Stales
Army Corps, to spend their entire period of
active service on the British front and
under British army command. During this
service, In number of great baitles fought
und vital successes thereby gained, in cas-
ualtics suffered and losses inflicted upon
the enemy, the 27th and 30th Divislons
muade a record for themselves weorthy to

stand lLeside that of the best American
{ighting units wherever engaped. It was
their 1 ilege with British comrades {0 ex~
perience common struggles and trivmphs of
the same sort that other American divi-
sions experienced with French comrades,
and to establish in their zone ef activity
that mutual respect and confldence which
wans, during the war as it must continue to
be in the future, the best safeguard of
civillzation.

Of Nationul Guard Origin

The 27th Division arrived in France on
May 1, 1938, and went at ence lo o train-
ing area behind the British lines. Com-
posed of National CGunrd troops of New
Yorls, the division then was and continued
to_be commanded by Maj. Gen. John ¥\
O'Ryan. It consisted of the fird and 5ith
Infantry Brigades, the former containing
the 195th and 106th Infaniry LRegiments
and the 105th Machine Gun Baltalion, and
the Jatter the 107th and 108th Infantry
Regiments and the 106th Machine Gun Bat-
talion. . The division also had the 102nd
Engineer Regiment, the 104th Machine Gun
Battalion and other specinl troops. The

illery brigade of the di
with the latter, being in
and the divis
action by Bri

The 30th Di

on, Wias never
rice elsewhere,
ays supported in

h artillery.
sion, composed of National
Guard troops vorth and South Caro-
Hna and Tenne arrived in France May
24, It wns commanded through ity active
operations by Mal. Gen. B, M, Lewis. It
consi: of the 69th and G0th Infantry
firigades, the former containing the 117th
and 118th Infantry Regiments and the 114th
Machine Gun Battalion, and the latter the
t19th and 120th Infantry Regiments and
the 115th Mnchine Gun Iatialion. The
divislon also had the 105th Iingineer Regi-
ment, the 113th Machine Gun Bottalion and
oth r special troops, but, like the 27th
sion, it had no artiiery brigade of its

Both divisions rocehcd during their
rervice many is of

g

52nd Field Artillery Brigade, which was the},

A.EF. HALF WAY
HOME; ALL MAY BE
BY END OF AUGUST

937,070 Yanks Had Returned
by May 4, With Mozrc
All Ready

NEW TRANSPORTS IN ACTION

Plans for Third Army’s Going by
September 1; Sailings From
Belgian and Dutch Ports

The A.RF. I8 half way homoe. .

It Is ceriain that with 937,070 of its mem-
bers returned to the States and 1,018,574 re-
malning in Eurcpe May 4, the half way
milestone will be passed today or tomorrow.

‘I'his fact, marking as it does an epoch
in AJ.F. history, is made more impressive
by relinble but unofficial cable dispatches
from Wnashington to tho effecet that Prest-
dent Wilson and the War Uepartment are
planning the return of the Amerlcan Army
of Occupation between the sgigning of the
peace and September 1. This Army of
seven regutar divisions, about to have its
own Service of Supply established with
headquariers at Antwerp, will undoubtedly
gall for America from {ts own base ports of
Antwerp and Rotterdam.

In the meantime, the schedule to com-
plete the movement of ali other divisions to
ports and cmbarkation centers before the
e¢nd of this month, lo get them all aboard
ships before June 10 and to break up and
take home the $.0.8. In May, June and
July, is going forwnrd with every prospect
of completion.

Final figures for April show 288,117
Yanks emburked [rom l-xench ports and
portend the n overw
margin of the orlmnnl troop movement
program.

At Least 315,000 Go Thils Month

Present estimates call for t.e return of
5,000 from the AJ.F. this month, or
£7.000 more than the official program prom
ised. I the same mensure of success
crowns the embarkation work of May as
that of the past 30 days, the final figures
tor the month should reach 364.000.

Despite the fnet that sailings for the first
four days in May slurted the monii's pro-
gram off with a handicap, the indications
are that the month’s goal will be distanced
by .o comfortable murgin,  The embarkation
of only 15,478 men in these first four days
represents the low-water mark, merely o
breathing spell between the splendid speed-
up of fast month and the even greater task
about to be tackled.

The last two wecks of April, with their
huge sailings. in fact practically cleared
the ALY ports of transports. The boats
are coming, however, and coming with
greatly incrcased carrying capaeity. Cables
from the States snnounce the departure
the first part of this week of five of tho
German vessels taken over since the armi-
stice, all of which participated In the April
iroop mwovement gala, ond all of which are
returning, made over with their capacities
fnereased from 30 to 50 per cent, to do their
bit_in Muy.

Furthermore, 18 newly converted cargo
boats are also scheduled to arrive in AEF.
ports during the month.

Nicely timed, too, to buoy up ihe May
schedule, the great German steamer Im-
perator during the past week succeeded in
getting under way from the Elbe and Mon-
day moraing put in at Brest. She is ex-
‘pected to sall any day now with 2,500
officers and 10,000 men. There will un-
doubtedly now bo a race on between the
Imperator and the Leviathan to see which
can carry the miost Yanks home ot a trip,

One of the main factors in the success of
the April embarkations was the speeding

up st all the ports both here and In the
States of loading and unleading,

Record Turnaround of Huren

Some especially good work of this kind
mw done at Dordeaux last month, when
000 men were sent up the gangplank.
Ont- ghip, the Huron, arrived in the port
at 4 p.m., April 26, after having walted off
the polnt of Verdone for two hours for the
tide. After remaining In port but 7 hours
and 20 minutes the Huron was headed to-
ward the sea. The ship was loaded with
3,263 officers and men in 1 hour and 54
minules. Up fo thizs time the record has
been held by tho Meount Vernon, which
made the complete turnaround at Brest in
ten hours.

The curtain rising on the stage set for the
May homc-going procession finds all the
Amerlcan combal divisions exeept the 31st,
88th and 90th and those in tho Army of
Occupation, either ecmbarking, on the way
Lo base ports or in concentration centers

selective draft troops [lom thelr own and
other states,

The Second United States Army Corps.
under which the 27th and 30th Bivisions
operated after the ewrly part of September,
i organized on February 22, 1918, and
s commuanded throughout by Maj. Cen.
George 'W. Reed.

In Support of British Line

Before the completion of even the brief
training period which they had expected 1o
enjoy in France, the two Amcrican divi-
stons were transferred to the Sccond Brit-
ish Army, under General Plumer, the 2Tth
being attoched to the Nineteenth Corps and
the 30th to the Sccond Corps, and both
assigned to the support positions known as
the East and West Poperinghe Defense
Systems, immediately in rear of the Ypres
and Dickebush sectors in Belglum. The
situation on this part of the front at the
time, early in July, was still extremely
critical. as the powerful forces of the Army
Group of Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bu-
varin, which bad already in April driven
deeply through the British lnos about
Armentidres and captured the commanding
eminence of Mount Kemmel, were daily
expected to begin enother desperate drive
for the capture of the channel ports to the
northwest ond the vitally important Be-
thunc coal fields to the scuthwest. Should
the Germans make a successiul beginning
of such a drive and get through the Britsh
front lines, the brunt of the attack would
fall upon the party trained American divi-
sions. Tortunately the attack never come,
the cnemy clecting instead to open an
on:cnshc cast and west of Relms and then,

July 18. at last definitely losing the
lr.ltlatlve in the great counter-attack of
Marshel Toch along the Marne.

But while lying under the observation of
Mount Kemme! und the encmy's accurate
artillery fire in July and early August, the
American divisions rapidiy beeame veteran-
ized and ready for any work. After the
inlddle of August they took over frent line
sectors from British dlvisions, the I0th
Divislon tuking the Canal Sector, from the
southern outskirts of Ypres to Voormezecle,
apd the 27th taking the Dickebush sector,
from Voormezccle to a point northwest of
Mount Kcemmel

Owing to the gradual witbdrawal of Ger-
man divisions to meet the grect Allied at-
tacks further south, it beeame possible on
August 31 for the Sccond British Army to
begin a local oXensive operation which, in
80 far as the American divislons were con-
¢cerned, resuited on thet and the following
day in the 30th Division advencing about

Continned on Pago 8

to early convoy. The next ten
days wili sco thesc last three divisions take
the first step toward home. The 90th Divi-
slon is scheduled to move on Brest May 17.
and the 88th and 8lst will put out at about
tha same time to rq)hce the 80th and 36th
Divisions In the Le Mans area.

Rapid Moving of 89th

Members of the §9th Division werae the
fortunate homegaers in the Third Army this
week. The first trainioad of them started
for Brest Tuesday from their area just
rorth of ‘rier, where Killburg has been
divisional headquarters, Twenty-one traing
are moving the division, 12 starting from
West Trier, 7 from Eudorf and 1 from Prum.
Three traing are leaving daily, so that the
dlvision will be entirely out of its area one
weck after the beginning of the cone
trainment,

‘The last trainload of 33rd Division tmops
moved out of the Third
a.m. yesterday, The 10
#ion wus effected by 23 trains that made an
average tlme of 67% hours to Brest. Today
@ large part of the div is salling. Mad.
Gen. George Fiell, his stafi and the divisional
Leadyuarters arc botrding the Mount Ver-
ron, which by a happy coincidence Is the
same ship that brought them to France.
The troop movers at Brest promise o speedy
<isposai of this division and the indications
are that the $5th Divislon, now moving in,
will only have time to say bon jour and
au revolr after its last units arrive.

8.0.8, on the Move Also

In ;he x}:xc:;nume, plans are well under
way for the xunulln of the QOS tro
as the 5.0.8. Srrites mod
to cvacuate all S.0.5. o-mmz.xuons staw
tioned east of u line drawn north and south
through Le Mans. These troops are to be
organized into provisional companies and
battalions, and are being released from
scrvice as they ean be spared in conformity
m the program outlined of taking 100,000
$.0.8. men home this month, 200,000 in
June and the rest In July.

LIGHTER OUSTS GANGPLANK
AS LAST LINK WITH FRANCE

Everybody in the AE.F. who is some
hundreds of miles away from the seacoast
has always before him the vision of & gang
plank. ¥lo has it all figured out. A gang

plank is the outstanding part of the pr—
ture that his hopes draw for him. Imagi-
ration builds & voomy wharf, firmly gt
tached to an lmmovable ocean Hner, with

'



