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AMERICA’S BOGTY

It has been said more than once that
America entered this war for no mate.
rial advantage. It will often be said again
in the weeks of debate that lie ahead.
Don't you believe it.

When a prosperous, law-abiding, prop-
erty-holding citizen joins a posse in pur
suit of a lnn;_,l'mons Iunatic who has heen
looting and terrorizing the neighborhood,
the advantage he secks is most distinetly
material.  Decidediy waterial is the gain
that is his when, at last, the terror is cor-
nered, lassoed and cast into the brig.

What ean more accurately bhe said is
that Amerjea sought and seeks today no
selfish advantage, no material thing for
herself alone. no material gain she will
not share with all the orderly human
world. Ter advantage she wants to share,
and has to share. not only with the rest
of the posse, but with the other ecitizens
who, during the chase, remained, for one
reason o» another. disereetly hidden under
the bed.

RUSSIA
To the teeming millions of Russia the
signing of the armistice meant nothing
One of its articles abrogated the perni-
eious and illicit treaty of DBrest-Litovsk,

that humiliating doeument which, had it
been allowed to stand, had it bcen any
more binding than a promise exacted by
a murderer with a gun at his vietim’s
breast. would have meant her dismember-
ment,

Tn terms of territory, the abhrogation of
the Brest-Litovsk treaty won back for
Russia more than Trance gained by the
restoration of AlsaceLorraine, more than
Austria lost in the ereation of a Crecho-
Slovak state. Bui to sorely, hardened,
sorelv-beset Russin it all meant nothing.

This Christmas saw peace on earth—on
most of the v.nth—-—pv:mp hought at a priee
that gives the word a more intense, a
more hallowed signifieance. Tt saw, too,
a couniry, polentially the mightiest in the
world, plunging it knew not whither, de-
Iirious with the blood-Tust horn of that
mockery of freedom—in reality a despot-
ism more merciless than ever Romanoff or
Tohenzollern dared .mm‘e fo—which is
now the order of Ru

THE SCHOOLMASTERS

There is some reason to believe thai,
for a generation now, the custom among
practical men of ueing **schoolmaster’’ as
a term of mildly derisive pity will go out
of f.xshmn

Tor a time the world is likely {6 remem-
ber that, in the greatest erisis of American
history. it was a schoolmaster, an old
pedagogue of polities, who, enlled from his
quiet classroom,
not only America’s thouglhts, but the ideas
and aspirations of two hemispheres,

It will remember that in the darkost
hour of the war it was the old professor
of strategy from the Feole de Guerre whe
was summoned to the command of the
Armivs of the Tord.  TPresident Wilson
and Marshal Foeh -sehoolmasters both.

HANDS ACROSS THE CHANNEL

As Amerieans, the members of the
AEF. are extremely gratified to learn
of the rousing reception accorded their
President in the British capital.  As sol.
diers, they appreciare the tumultuous wel-
come to {heir (umm.mdor-m Chief, and
they are snre that the N . which has
vn,w.wd even closer assoelation with the
fighting men of Britain than has the
Armiy, apprecintes it as well.

The comradeship of arms JLcemented at
such places as Bellicourt, and Hamel on
Innd and in many other places on the seas
now merges into the comradeship of pence
between the iwo great English-speaking
peoples who. through the trials of war,
have learned to like and respeel one
another as never hefore.  The original
friendship of the Yankee Marines for the
Royal Welsh, formed in far-off China days,
finds many a duplieate in the fnend%lnpq
formed du\'mvr this pasi stirring year.

So, toits B n«vh\h friends who, in honor-
ing its Chief, have honored also the Army
of the United States, the AE.T. in France
begs to extend its thanks and its New Year
greetings in the spirit of *“Mands aeross
the channel.”’

OF ONE ACCORD

“You knew whut was expeeted of you
and you did it. T know what you and
the people at home expect of me; and I
am happy {o say, my fellow-countrymen,
that I do not find in the hearts of the great
leaders with whom it is my pnulom’ to
co-operate any differcnee of principle or
of fundamental purpose.

““Tt happencd that it was the privilige
of Ameriea to present the chart for peace,
and now the process of settlement has been
rendered eomparatively simple by the fact
that all the nations concerned have ac-
cepted that chart and that the application
of those principles laid down there will
be their explieation,

““The world will now know that the
nations that fought this war, as well as
the soldiers who represented them, are
ready to make good -— make good not
merely in the assertion of their own inter-
ests, but make good in the establishment
of peace upon the pm'm.ment ioundatmns
of right and of justice.”

Thus the President spoke to the assem-
bled representatives of the AE.F.s rank
and file on Christmas Day. No more hope-
ful message for this hopeful season could

haped and interpreted |

be imagined. At one stroke it knocks
down the whole flimsy structure of doubt
and mistrust which our enemies have been
endeavoring, ever since the signing of the
|armistice, to ercet in the minds of loyal
Americans and their Allies.

No *‘difference of principle or of fun-
damental purpose’’; ready to ‘‘make good
not merely in the assertion of their own
interests’—~those are good statements for
all of us to remember the next time the
whisperers, the poison-peddles, venture to
thrust their ugly wares before us.

PRAESIDIA REGNI

Perspective is the art of representing
objects as they appear, relatively, to the
eye in nature. It is the sense of propor-
tion by which things seen in vista take on
new values as when a line of telegraph
poles draw closer and closer together until,
in the dim distance, the space between
them seems to vanish, and they meet.

So, in the perspeetive of history, tedi-
ous decades vanish from the sight of.man
and things separated by many years are
appreciated at last as part of one continu-
ons event. Thus it seerms probable that
the historian of 2019 will write down the
Franco-Trussian War as having begun in
the vear 1870 and ended at the gates of
Sedan in the fall of 1918. ITe will know
that the two wars were really but the eam-
paigns of a single war. Tie will know that
the Inng interval of what men spuriously
ealled peaee was but an unecasy and op-
pressive triee, o truce spanned by the
memories and the undying faith of many
men—among them Georges Clemencean
and Ferdinand Foch.

And he will ask himself, this historian,
what befell during the truce to muke the
canquished of 1870, the victor of 1918. By
what miracle conld a mation that had
emerged broken, humiliated, ruined from
the first campaign, re-enter, the lists
against an enemy far larger, for more
populous, far, far richer in all the material
arms and resources of military power, and
emerge this second time trinmphant?
By no miracle. It was simply this, that,
while the Germans had spent the truce
miking guns, France had spent it making
zuns and friends, Rising from the ashes
of her first defeat, she reached out across
the channel and struck hands with her
enemy of a thousand years. Looking west-
ward, she won back the old affection of
America which had grown chill through
half a ceniury of nv;,!ect When her great
hour enrme, she had friends in every cor-
ner of the world, and Germany had not
one.  Vassals, yes, and abject neighbors,
but not a single friend.

Tt was no miracle, and its secret might
have been spelled ont by any statesman
from the Latin text that Viee-President
Tevi P. Morton wrote across the model
for the Statute of Liberty that long has
weathered the storms on the Pont de
Grenelle in Paris. ““Non exercitus neque
thesauri praesidia regni snnt verum amiei
—Nof armies nor treasurics but friends
are the true proteetion of a realm.”

Tet them write it large—ihat motto—
over the door of the great ehamber where
now the delegates of civilization sit in
eouneil on the fulnre of mankind.

PAPER WORK
The machine guns have quit, but the

typewriters are still busy. Up and down
the length and breadth of the Army they
go baltering their way on through service
records, from-to-subjeets, payrolls, requi-
sitions,  transfers. courf-martial data,
travel orders, clothing slips, passes, and
—yves—orders home.

The Army typewriters—made. female
and inanimate—never were busier than
they are right now. Company clerks and
sergeants major are more regal than' they
have gver been, not to say more pressed
for time. But there is always the blessed
thought that the way home lies along a
pitth of earbon paper.

The Army typewrifer—inanimate—has
had to stand for a lot of abmse during
these latter months. Ti is coneeivable that
it might take, perhaps actually has taken,
twn or three eomplete batteries of type-
writers to get a single mess-kit moved from
one harracks to the next. But a general
conld not send an army into action unless
some other general ordered him to—usu-
ally by means of a typewriter.

A BRITON'S VIEW

The purposz in presenting through
their newspaper to the A EF. the sum-
mary of their labors from May, 1917, to
the armistice, as prepared for the Secre-
tary of War by the Commander-in-Chief,
ALTF,, was to permit every man in serv-
ice to know what America had been told
officially.

Sometimes ~— although not often — the
Yank is worried because.he is charged
with bragging a hit. For that reason it is
well to know what others think of wus.
And, accordingly, there is presented on
this page the British viewpoint as held hy
perhaps the best known of the Brifish mil-
itary cvities, T4, Col. Repington, The pre-
sentation of his views is permitied by the
conrtesy of the Morning Post, Tiondon,
which retains copyright.

Althongh it is against the poliey of
THE STARS AND STRIPES to print
anything which is not the work of 2 mem-
ber of the A.E.T,, exception has been made
in this instance because there was no other
sure way of getting these facts before the
Ameriean soldiers in France and Ger-
many. And it is their right to knoiv the
fine things said of them by a Briton who
is qualified to talk about them.

WHAT A DAY!

1f you are fretting about when you are
going home, read this letter from a dough-
boy who is already there:

T came home on the first transport, I was in
a4 hospital In England, and when I saw my
anme_on the list of homeward-bound passen-
gers U was almost overcome With delight,

There is littie need_to go into details about
the voyage ncross. We landed in the midst of

a cheering mob, and a greater recoption I
never s: But there was something lacking.
“IWhen the wveteran divisions coming

l]nmc?" was the questlon from almost every

ha

Now, you c¢an take it from-me, and I've been
here long enough to know, the people at home
are fully awnre of the immense job the A.B.I
Bas before it. When Ameriea, does & job, she
daes it well, There's no half~way business
sbout it. And the people over here apprecmte
the fact that you are doing well. And when
the job is done, and the last units come home,
what a day! America Is yours.

The Army’s Poets

WOODROW WILSON

(Presented to the President asv a Christmas
greeling from on American soldier.)
Behold the man from out the West!
Ho comes lke cheerful gulding Hght;
The friend alike of high and
‘This dauntless champion of the rlght.

In him you see a noble type,
Of statesmen taught in freemen s school,
‘Where mind to mind and heart to heart,
The people thing ang speak and rule.

Again the West sends to the East
As oft the child te mother turng,
A prophet bearing healing truth,
Who ancient form and fancy spurns.

At Iast ho comes to speak plaln truth,
Tix peace forever firm on hlsh

To help us clear away the dros
To bring aweet reason’s counsals nigh.

At last the people’s cry Is heard;
Imperial thrones fall hour by hour,

And now the men who worked and tou‘ht
Are those who hold the reins of power.

Those simple unpretending folk,
Who tread unseen life’s tollsome way,
Are those who braved both fire and steel,
At every front of bloody fray.

But hark! The world attends his words,
So free from passion’s burning sting:

8o clear, so full of pregnant thought,
Like chimes of Mercy. Hear them ring:

*America unselfish came,
To stay the reckless war lord's hand;
To ald the right, to punish wrong,
Encourage frecdom In each land.

“WWa ask ne loot of land or gold,
No spoils wrung hard from lnbor’s hrow;
Let history teach her lessons hard,
Let's build our chlldren's future now.
“We gimply ask the right to speak. -
for men who bore long years of strife;
For widows and for orphans made,
Who drink the dregs of sorrow’s life.

“They have no pen nor tongue of flame;
Though dumb, their heart-beats move our
heart,
We sense the thoughts that fifl their minds:
We claim the right to voice their part,

“Since milliony died for freedom’s Hfe
How preclous must that freedom be!

‘What price in blood the race has paid,
To save the boon of liberty!

TLet's hy the soldier's saber.down,

Tets form a world court, strong and fair,
_Where all the nations shall complain,

And safely ask for fudgment there,

“¥ienceforth, the world should live in peace.
Employ {ts power to strengthen life;

No more should envy point the way
To selish ends and ruinous strife.

"We must bulld, where the Iathers quit,
A atately mansion for the world,
From now henceforth let right rule m!ght
The flags of war be henceforth furled.”
. J. McS., Capt., Int.

THE DOUGHBOY’S LiLT

T'm jns’' a happy "s T kin he:
1 gotta Licut—ce workin' fer me—

Over in Franee in th* Great Big War,
Up ther' in Front mid th' cannons’ roar--
"Fwas diff'rent ther’.

This Tdeut come in an’' he says to me,
“I need a job, Buck, an' you see——"

'
Now ther's In France when this Liout—ee
spoke
Things moved right soon or somethin’ broke.
*“Fwas diff'rent ther'.

¥ spoke right up, an’ says, “3" man,
T'm boss ‘round here, ¥° understand—"

Oh, boy! C’'n'you tmagine mse
Sayin’ that ' th’ same Lient—ee
In France? "Twas diff’rent ther’,

He says, “All right; don’t rub it sore”
Ho 1 took *im in m' groc'ry store.

Wow! Over here since th’ Great Big War,
Far from th' Front an’ th’ cannons’ roar-—
It's diff'rent here.

I'm jus’ 's happy ‘s I kin he:
I gotta Licut—ee woxkin

ar
Towis L ‘Curyen,
Sgt. Mad., Iiq. 47tk M.G. Bn.

A PRAYER OF VICTORY

AMN things come to Thee, O God!
Thine own, to Thee remain.
Though desolate the way we trod,

We saw Thee in our pain.

The heauty and the might of truth,
The starlight way of right

Were fast before our age and youth,
Their vision and thelr lght.

The denths we died, tha blood we bled.
Was in the faith we hold.

We mourn not those whose souls have fled
Into that gloried fold.

Thelr Sanctus rings eternally.
Their is a deathless fame.
They died that th ’I‘h!no enrlh might be
S§till worthy of Thy n:
Paul Hyde Bunnor. 2nd It, D.C.L

APRES LA GUERRE

There's gonna he a jubliee when I come
marching home,

And hit the &;nots I knew hefore the war

Just w‘ﬂé unm T plant my kicks inside » pap-
ered roo;

Arnd read that sign of “Welcoms” on the
door!

I'm gonna bid a fond farewell to slum and
army
l‘n«pnctiom. C c. pills and sceond loots,
And v\hon I rise ench morning at eleven-sev-

There‘n ba no bugle-calls or hungry coots.

Just turn mae loose along the pike I used to
know so waell,
Before the bloomin® Prussians butted in,
And maybe I won't tell the folly Just how we
gave "em hell,
Al we chrsed the small-time squm‘ehenda to
Berlin!

We'll have a grand reunlon of the boys who
gave & han
\\hen gallant France was bleeding on the

acks
we'll tvu ‘about our Polln pal the gamest fn
the land:
And how we made old Jerry show his ‘back.

And maybe on that happy night when we
have called the roil,
We'll miss some old-time faces in the lne—
But in our heafts we'll keep a place for those
who paid the toll.
“how 1xx‘f-‘mnry gave us strength to reach
iine.
Howard A. Herty, Cpl., Inf
JOHN DOE—BUCK PRIVATE
IWho was it, picked from civil iife
And plunged in deadly, frenzled stufe
Against a Devil's dreadful might?
Just plain “John Doe—Buck Private.”

Who jumped the counter for the trench,

And left fair shores for all the stench

Anr_mud, and death, and blopdy drench?
Your simple, p!a!n “Buck Private,”

Who, when big nerves were on the hop,

With courage scaled the bloody top?

Who was {t made the Hun swine stop?
#Y. Doe (no stripes) Buck Private.”

Who, underncath his trn.!ning tan
15, every single Inch, a m'm
And, best of all, American
“John Doe, just plain Buok Private)*

Whe saw his job and did it well?
Who smiles s0 bland—yet fighis like Hell?
Who rang again the Freedom bell?

"Twas only “Doe—Buck Private.”

Who was it lunged and struck and tors

His bavonet deep Into Hun gore?

Who was it helped to win the war?
“John Doe (no braina) Buck Private.”

Who, heeding not the 1anrel pile
That scheming other men begmle,
Stands modestly aside the while
“John Doe (God's kind) Buck Pri\'nte »
Ailan B. Thom
S$gt., Haq., Detch., stt Div.

“NOW Do You Believe in a League of Nations?”

{Copyright. Reprinted by Speeiul Permisgion.)

A military critic in time of war is neces-
sarily debarred from mentioning the numbers
and units of the armies fighting on his own
country’s side while active operations are in
progress. For this renson I have hitherto been
unable to refer in more than outline to the
remarkable military effort which the United
states bas made in France this year, and
gladly take the opportunity now afforded by
the publication in America of General Persh-
ing's dispatch and by the withdrawal of pre-
vious restrictions to do justice to a very splen-
id achievement.

‘When I was with the American Army toward
the close of last year's campaign, only the first
two divisions were In France, but with them
had come a quantity of adminisirative troops
and service to prepare the ground for others
whose arrival was expected at dates fixed in
advance. The program had been carefully
drawn up. It antleipated the orderly arrival
in France of complete units with all their serv-
jces, guns, transport and horses, and when
these larger units had received a finishing
course in France and had been trained up to
concert pitch it was intended to put them into
the line and to build up a purely American
Army as rapidly as possible. After studying
the situation, the program, and the available
tonnage in those early days, I did not expect
that General Pershing could take the field with
a trained Army of accountable numbers much
before the late summer-or antumn of 1018, The
anxiety’ which I expressed last January re-
specting the sifuation in France was partly
due to this knowledge, which our Cabinet
should also have possessed.

In accordance wiih the plan, there were four
American divisions in France by January 1 of
this year, six on- February 1, and eight on
March 1, at which latter date only two divi-
sions were fit to be in the line, and none in
active sectors. Everybody knows that the
American divisions are strong. By the latest
Tables of Orgapization, the fighting strength
of the division is 28,153 all ranks. It was the
policy of the AE.F. to keep all divisions as
near to war strength as possible, and the nec-
cessary drafts were sent to France to malke
good casualties. ¥or the most part the divi-
sions, even during the hardest fighting, were
kept up to within 8,000 to 4,000 of their estab-
lishments.

The British defeat at St. Quentin on March
21 found the American Army in France far
from strong. The leading idea of onr political
War Cabinet—an Idea never shared by our
General Staff or our Command in France—
was that we were over-insured in the West,
and that the war could be and should be won
elsewhere. Mhis conception had now gone the
way of ether lost illusious, and while our War
Cabinet feverishly began to do all the things
which the soldiers had fruitiessiy begged them
to do for months before, they also prayed
America in sid, implored her to send in haste
all available Infantry and machine gnns, and
placed at her disposal, to her great surprise,
2 large amount of transport io hasten arrivals,
It is a pity that the transport was not sent
earller.

The American Government acceded to this
request in the most loyal and generous man-
ner. Assured by their Allies in France that
the latter could fit out the American infantry
divisions on their arrival with guns, horses
and transport, the Americans packed their in-
fantry tightly in the ships, and left to a later
oceasion the dispatch to France of guns,
horses, trapsport, labor units, fiying serv:ce,
rolling stock, and & score of other thing: igi-
nally dcbtlned for transport with the dx ons.
1f subsequently—and indecd, up to the day
that the armistice was signed—General Persh-
ing found himself short of many indispensable
things, and if his operations were thereby con-
ducted under real difficulties of which he
must have been only too sensible, the defects
were pot due fo him and his staff, nor to the
Washington Administration, nor to the reso-
tute General March and his able fellow-work-
ers, but solely to the self-sacriflcing manner in
which America had responded to the call of
her friends.

The number of American divisions placed in

in reserve at the same dotes, hiave been as
follows s
n Line

1918, In France. and Rcserve

November
In addition to the givisions there were, of

course, large mumbers of combatants belong-
ing to the Army Corps and Army troops, while
the non-combatants of the rearward services
swelled the numbers which had been brought
across the ocean. The largest number of Amer-
fcan troops employed in France at any one
time was on September-26, on which day Gen-
eral Pers’nlngs Meuse-Argonne offensive was
a These bers were:

Combatants ...oisevererensss.1,224,720

Non-Combatants ..ueseve... 493,764

Total cevveressornsrrcarars.1, 718,484

Had the war gone on, 1t was the intention
of America to donble these figures and to place
80 divisions in France by April, 1919. There
is little doubt that this could have been done,
and that by the summer of 1919 General
Pershing’s armies would have been the mosi
considerable of any single Uelligerent nation
fighiting in France.

Xo less than ten American divisions were
ready early in the spring to stand sboulder to
shoulder with the British armies in the north
had active aid been indispensable. They were
not fully trained, nor in the line, but a plan
was made to use them according fo their de-
gree of training In case of a fresh German
onslanght. Iive of these divisions went south
as the sirain upon us grew less and British
reinforcements poured in from all sides and
side:shows. The five that remained saw three
of their numper, to our regret, withdrawn also,
but the 27th and 30th remained, took a glorious
part in the great battles with our 4th Army in
Jetober, fought bravely in three general actions
and many minor affairs, suffered heavy losses
and captured@ 5,000 prisoners and many guns.
The 332nd American Regiment went to Italy,
and, all new to war, forced the passage of ihe
Taglinmento. Fine fighting cowrades the
Americaps proved to be, and they will figure
forever in the records of Haig's great battles.

Tt was the settled policy of the American
Government and of General Pershing to build
up as rapidly as possible a great “American
Army in the cast of Franee, “but meanwhile
to help others wherever help was needed. At
Cantigny the Awmericans conducted a first con-
siderable attack on their own account in the
vital sector of Montdidier and were completely
suecessful. They helped to arrest the German
rish from the Aisne to the Marne, fought flerce
and bitter actions near Chiteau-Thierry, and
took distinguished part in Ioch's great offen-
sive, led by Mangin and Degoutte on the Sois-
sons-Chitean-Thierry front. To all soldiers
capable of mmeramnding the true quality of
troops, {he American divisions had taken their
degree in war and had passed with honors,
Would the American Command and Steff prove
cqunl to The greater exigencies of conducling &
evand attack with a purely American Army?
Some scoffers doubted, so I went to the cast
of France to judge for myself.

I have already deseribed the St Mihiel ope-
ration, but was not able at the time to men-
tion the American divisions engaged. They
were the 1st, 2nd, 5th, 26th, 42nd, 82nd, 80th
and 90th Divisiony, and the 4th was subse-
quently thrown into the fight. In reserve were
the 3rd, 35th, 75th, 80th and Oist Divisions.
I was allowed to study the procedure of the
directing staff and to watch the operations of
the troops. 'The baitle was a complete Amerl-
can victory, all objectives were rapidly at-
tained. and some 20,000 prisoners and 200 guns
captured. 'There was a bit of a block on some
of {he narrow roads in the rear of the troops,
and a foew other minor ohservations might have
been made, such as upon the hearty manner in
which the troops finlshed two days’ rations at
their first dax’s lunch, and threw away their
“glickérs” -when It stopped ruining. Bui,
broadly. I found nothing to critivize, and I
thought that the whole affair was conducted
by General Pershing, his staff aud his troops
according to the hest and latest practlces of

France on the 1st of each month up to Novem-
ber 1, und the number actually in the line and

the art of war.
It has always been my. opinion since 1014

AMERICA’S EFFORT: A BRITISH TRIBUTE

By Lieut. Col. Repmgton, Military Critic of the “Morning Post,” London

that, viewing the position in which the hel-
ligerent armies stood in Yrance, an advance
down the Meuse by the Allies was the right
and decisive strategy when our forees were
strong enough to undertake it as well as to
guard themselves from the side of Metz, It
was the matador’s thrust in the bull fight.
T'he Meuse-Argonne offcnsive, prolonged west-
ward by the French Armies, responded to this
iden, and when X learned that the leading rdle
in it was assigned to the Americans I was very
well pleased, because I irusted them.

Few people in England know that this oper-
ation was preceded by one’of the most inter
esting and diflicolt staff operations of the war,
namely, the transfer within 14 days of the bulk
of the First American Army from the Metzn
frouL to ﬂmr of the Meuse-Argonne, and its

1 t by the S 1 American Army.
\o Tess than ten divisions began the Meuse-
Argoune attack on September 26, namely, the
4ih, 26th, 28th, 33rd, 35th, :mn, Tith, T9th,
80th and 9lst, while there stood in reserve, all
eventually to be thrown into the fight, the 1st,
2nd, Jrd, 5th, 20th, 32nd, §2nd and 92pd Divl-
sions. Further there were placed at the dis-
posal of the Iirst Army the 42nd, 78th, §5th
and 90th Divisions. A comparison of {hese
divisional nunits with ihose which fought at
St. Mihiel shows than ten divisions were with-
drawn from the Metz front and aligned for
ihe new operation, It was a fine picce of staff
work, and no other staff could have done it
better.

The initial attack by the ten leading Amer-
iean divisions on September,26 wus most sue-
cessful. It ran over the enemy and mained ten
miles in depth in two days. During the month
of October the Amerieans delivered no con-
certed and general attack, but were continu-
ously engaged against a total of some 33 Ger~
man divisions in some of the dercest and most
bitter fighting of the whele war. It was a
narrow front, strongly held. The Cermans
could mot afford to give ground here and
fought ke demons. The Argonne, with its
deep gullies and tangled thickets, had earller
in the war seen some of the most sanguinary
fighting of the campaim, and it was the same
ground and the same kind of fighting that the
young American Army had to confront. In
that terrible month of combats with bullet,
bomb and bayonet, and especially from Octo-
ber 1 to 18, the Americans must have suffered
not less than 160,000 casualties, though the
exact figure I do not know. They found. them-
selves up against a proposition caleulated to

ppal the stoutest hearts. They fought silently

but grimly, doggediy and fiercely. The diffi-
culty of supply was successfully overcome,
despite the poverty of communications. The
sight of fresh American divisions eontinually
thrown into ihe fight at a time when the Brit-
ish Armies were hammering Bim mercilessly in
the north broke Ludendorff's nerve and fijled
the encmy's mind with foreboding of inevitable
disaster.

On October 25 the American line exbended
east and west a little north of Grandpré, and
by the 81st Pershing was ready to launch his
last great general attack, Preceded by a care-
fully-prepared artillery bembardment, this at-
tack was delivered on November 1. It was
completely successful snd resulted in an ad-
vance of 40 kilometers in seven days. Under
most adverse conditions of ground, season and
incomplete services, General Pershing.had ful-
filled his mission, and had not the armistice
been signed on November 11, the Second Amer-
iean Army would that very day have been
launched in the Bricy direclion and would
infallibly have succeeded.

To my mind there is nothing finer-in the
war than the splendlid good- comrud;hlp which
Genoral Pershing displaced throughout and
nothing more striking than the determined way
in which he pursued the origlnal American
plan of making American arms both respected
and feared. The program of arrivals, speeded
up and varied in response to the appeal of the
Allies, involved him in appalling difficulties.

To all American fighters and workers, in the
States and at the front, of all classes and
ranks, our thanks, onr hearifelt thanks, are
due. Their assoclation with our Armies will
leave with us memories never fo be forgot-
ten—links the closest which jJoin man to man,
those of Iabors and dapgers shared in common
for a just and noble cause.
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