The National Intdlz'géncef,

A N D

WASHINGTON ADVERTISER.

<L WASHINGTON CITY, PR!

b

ED BY SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH, NEW-JERSEY AVENUE, NEAR | HE CAPITOL

DGLLS. PRR ANN.

MONDAY, OGIOBER 26, 1801,

Pan Ix dprasce

REMARKS ox LISELS,

lay hght. ate lnd before hinv; and if, not-|
perfevere in

 However unworthy, fuch fervile adula

Grond 7,@, of the Editor of the Na-
sioul Inteligencer for an alicged Libel
Fgainst the Fudiciary.

: prefent cafe is a plain one, whicl
an only be truly decided by thife grea
and original principles, which cur govern.]
ments have been the fielk to eflablith, and]
which, itfs to be lioped, they may be thel
it ko tndon. T s ot o be decided
by a vecarrence to the
ST e By ik Aan it deay
of our owh Couitry.

IF the publication whereon the prefint.
sment was founded, be a libely it il be
either wnder the conttitution of the United)
aws of Gngrefs jor under

cech, orof the prefs,”
i of Maryland fays—
berty of the prefs ought to
inviolably preferved.”

Thus it appears that the eonflirution off
Morghnd declares, © thit the Tiberey o]
e prefy ought to be invialibly preferved
W1 the conllitution of the
Weelares, thit ©Congrefs Midl make no L
vitg the fieedom of fpeceh or of U

“the frordom of
The corftitu

Jite

w0

5 h is alvn ether foreign to dur purhol
o d e limics ot the prefs with refoect
z.w.mmp are thaeadter. . The

wisdverfions charced as libellons do not
apply to private, but to public charic

#ir. At i the offcer, and not the nas|
they alfedt. Tc s the difchame
ficial duty to Wwhich they ‘ekelyl

tatercdagrias ot Wheehir
¢ prefy bas a moral right ¢
Fadter, it is nnnece !
Fa-y here to enquire s for even the private|
clma&tral‘ the jridges, o far as it mightl
#lyeidate their whlic daty, is not direclly o
ety toetie

) enquiry is, how far we may

. filfes of pablic men.
1 reply, that to this Fight, dbracilyr
viewed, thepe is 1o limit
Laws may and do puriifh the manner in
vl our opinions. Ths theyl

e 4 it for obliene or bl

the puniflinéin
nveyed, lm\

v thie corrapt and vmmu‘ terins i, W

5y if a it

13 ecer, or in any other|y
print, Mould applaud as itk and. vistuions
the puh and i deportmént of all

the judges in the univerle, and Mould yey
exprels this npmhmm\ in_terms vulgari
and obfeene, he miskit be called before he|
bar of jufiice to anfwer for a vinlation o'
the Taws of His Country, and he might b
fhied—Rut the pumhment would nog
v the culngium, but for the words i
which it was ouche

Tc will be remarked, iat this rlgk( forl
which T contend, as no otherwife Timited)
m n as Thave flated, relates to the fiee
effian of opinions on the mealures of
p‘\')hc nieni. Ulay of opinfons ; for it mil
be again_ notieed that the prefint enquiry
need nat extend fo far as to determive how

far fals relating to public meafures, whe-=

ther trus or falfe, may_with impunity be
Twill ot fay tha our Taws|
&annot, or even that they at prefent do
Fanilh publications which wilfully falfify
the proceedings of pablic men. which -
Binhingly affire that to be fack which i
rint Facty and deny that to be fiéd which is
£ s infbance, if the Edit ¢ of

nifpm,.r‘ﬂ‘"t th m for a particnle ex.
ciitive M 1
exilte nu’hfﬂm nts or dicedds it ;i
fich 1t is e e st L

does exift, and its very terms, as clear a

om.|the prefent one,

tion of Maryland, or the laws|

e Jherin of ¢hié prefs, then, may hefre
-

o tes praie

efiot be fuppofed that

2 e traths' e Bl depies; the e5ilenca
the law, ‘and chirges the Prefident with|
ulurping power 3 Iwill not fay whether,
under fuch circumiTances, our laws may,
ot or do not punifh the calumiator—|
Yet, alinoft every day's occurrence bring|
0 our cars fome fuch calumny againit ¢

may be, and hawever defpic ble in ous
leves be may be who pr t, and fur-
ther however inconffent in inciple thof:
wen are who fereen fuch a wretch|
trom p\mlﬂlmem, while they would con
fgh . panifhinent. the. individapl “who

5 Al itis not my ambition to

Chicf Magilteate, without, however, our]
hearing at the fame time that the writer or
the printer is charged with a libel by him |
thoogh the cafe be fo_much (ronger thi
T will not attempt to al"
ign 4 reafon for this, which might p

bly drag him before the bar of jultice, 1

would rather fay, let him follov. his. own)

courie,  Suffer the Prefs to remain free,

wd his crrors will be impoent when com-
d by truth.

be erroneous ; but [will not fapprels wha
in my opinion, is the truth; the Chi
M glﬂrarrx Thobe the influasce. of libelas
they pafs by him, as the Sirocco of Lualy
paffes by the, Alps.

ut ﬂ.anu..y nud fot be further pro-
cuted.  The matter, charged as libellous,
ates o fadts . it ErEAhR
from fads.

Whatever then thefe opiniofis may be,
i they are couched in terms neicher inde
ent or blafpher
che writer in the Na
ke them, and of the printer to publifl
them,

As this right has been, and may be fl)
Grther, difted, 1will nm concitely th
sounds on which it v

e fup eme end of the raler fhoild be the
good of the peoples  From the peaple he
ived all the power he pofiefics, and o
very, moment of his exiftence e is fub
in one way or other, to denri
iis power by the people
i palitical condut be virwous an
liishtened, or s and weak, as f
“lites to bise ot n mTr:,rh-.):rv
1 are che ultimare J..a requanily
iad at ftated periods, tle, ople are ¢,||| df
spon o judge 5 and their. judgiment is e
otea,” ket /AbdRdly i she. choic
heie immediate reprefentaives, or indirel
ity (a8, bt et
e pallige of Jaws, which affet xecu-
ive or judiciary magiltratesc—tn_ order t
ender this right of the peapl., in its exer
cife, ableffing inflead of 4 curity th gl
e infarmied of what their rulers do, wh
ey otght 0 do and the general grounds
i which they act or decline acting. Al
124 Byt sionia UL e s
i corvec judgment on the mert or demerit
if public_ agents, and whether they ari
worthy of turther confidencey or ought tc
ive deprived of that which thy. poffe(s.—|
his infhrimation can only be obramed in
two waya; by speakiag, or publishigl
n«xy our fentiments; for no one will guo
ity of the great mafs of thel
wple nf:ny nation to be enlightened with-
it one or ather, of buth of thefe means.
|t our coontry we believe both to be
celliry, dnd particularly the liberty of the
e ¢ is not a republican citizey
mong s wha does not confider the liberty
f: the prefs s the palladin of bis rights,
How is this liberty exercifed, or how can)
it be exerciled, otherwife than in approv-
g what is right in the meafures of pu
eily or in cenfising what is wrong? Pui
 meafures may be merely flated, but dit-
onneéted with the motives which dickated|
hem, and the effeéts they are calcalated ro)
sroduce,  the fatements are mere capita
aurtug, whichimpart no ability to judge,
where the ability exifted not previonily,
Now, it feems, (I know not why accord
ng to the tencts of thafe who r.commen.
1) that public meafures, whether good o
r1d, be indifcriminately approved.
ing Liin who approves then,
overnment, or any
art of a guvm»me.n. fhall invade th:
Jhts of the peopley opprefs them with
iy S5y violute the confhitution, pio-
e and even de
thei properties and lives, i)
o st e g R Yehric BT Ak
ted by the Praf)e:l of reward, may be 1 uc
The_nation may curle, by
}-m( &t hum,
aply chefe e
1o the govermnent of the Unied St
L anly the Tt ot i
ort {uch illegitmate principleas

i
Whethie

en

[+ 11c mvwnlneln wils

e ublica Yoheo iRk s St

1ty

e e

Leti|

This brings e to the fecond point. vize
e right of the Prels to. censure- what is
dcemed wrong.

his cenfure is itfelk eicher jult or unjuft|
1 do not fuppofic on this occalion: any o
will be fownd to fayy (though on other oc-
Cufions fuch, have been found) that if ju
iEsintete dgbeotpmprios Goray

 fnall therefore, pas over thiv brajch 11

right- s undfputed, and exurioe the
o 7y vizy the right of Rt st eapeetl
unjult cenfure.

There is certainly, in the meafures of al!
Engrmsent wyigh and a wrong.’ Bt
ue this remark may be, abftrad-
iy e M
every purticular, cafe what u vijghe, and|
hac s iong, fow widely do we differ 2

in truthy even agree . For nftance.|
loes any bidy of men individually b
licve all the” meafures of the geoe
or of the flate. goverument %o be as wile
15 they might have been . I they do not
it s clear that thiy, and thofe who enae
ted thofe menfures, think differently 3 for
they as e fators were morally bound ¢
o s shey confidered g, be or e b
ind of confequence. the wifelte
has every man precif-ly the fame nplmor
of the degree of willom of ach meafure 1
5 thie contrry, were each individual o
nquive iato all that has been ‘dove by the
e governiments, would not ane man con-
v that pight which mother deems weongy
1 would not every one find him{elf hold
¢ diffevent opinions of| the degree i
which certain adls were good or bad
Surely he would ; ud this Familiar inf
convince s, tht we may éntertan)
ifferent, even oppofite. apivions of the
fame. men_and the fame meafures 5 and
that we may potwithitanding, be equallyup
right. Da not our very elecions, b oft
repeated, eftablifh this truth beyoiid doubt)
vhere at lealt cvery year uearly @ many)
votey e ghfor s matyar for iy
and where the public {1 mphatic.lig]
rckireds st icasas bV Ry any,
0 dz,xnd\qm\\ the prefereace of ove cau-
date to the other. - This ftance 15 fuf
Gcient, didnot a thoufand others s
“hemfiives, todemanfirte the abfurdiey of
cing a uniform be ature is at
ar with fuch an atzempt 5 nor cav it exifl
ey nm.y has not extirpated every gers)
of mi

Ir lhzn all of ug differ in pure political, a4
well as other opinions, e hall be.the ar
biter of right and wrong? Thofein  gov

may, fay we will be. the judges.; but the
peaple will no hefitate to r»ply‘ aving
sivey you no fuch power you do not pofT:
it 5 for if you did pal. s is you would be,
1ot our reprefentatives, but our tyrants.”

whole of thefe remiacks centre iy
one g S b iRl i)
may erry every citizen fias @ right fo ex|
pose anerror in #is oriNigN committed by
Chem.. L fag in his opinione _ For hey.arc|
w0t Lop v pther By \m the tight ot
judging for b haye the right o
{u ging for ourlelves, we have the right of
ufuring Fim, we bave the right of ex

im.

he tight, nor has the goverument the right
£ punhing him.

Of the exiftence of this right all_the ar
hieves of ont cawncils, the muinterrupsc
eam of public. opinion, furaith. proof .(
rom its vigorous affertion firang ous
tional independence, the chapge. in o

cimy the eftablihment of our
[P St Yoa/E ey o

b i vl esastprolget et il i
ettt glary. i bich: toels Jplendss

acts have encompalld us,

virtuouly reproved the vices or errors ofl'
rank myfelf among thofe who would forei
happinel: i ta be traced to this fourscy

on it will depend all our future prolie
.

e
R Bty b W T Iy ok o

refling that cenfinve 3 but we have rioi|

lical fylosfrom motivehie G ot "

371 s
All thefe mea-

fures, without which we ight bows wnd
probably wauld be mvnlvt i external
and internal wir, groanive under flavery,

o opprelled by tixes, Bt ol a4
of the citizen buldly to exprefs. his
! public men and public wex

cou horexes s QUE-1id S et YHEY.

@ually did differ, frow thofe embraced a8

e time by the goyernment.

Andlet e add, that as all our prefent

This is the liberty of the prefs for which
Tcontend. This is the liberty of thie prols
el pullc. opinion fould pratect , Thie
the liberty of the prefs, for the eftablifb~
Pl Tl g
tatefinen toiled.
(T e concludedin our next.)

PUBLIC SALLEL.

The Houfe and Lot oecupicd by the fubférilde
vor the Navy-Yoed, will b fold_ac Stile's
Hotd), neir the Cpitaly on Monday tne 46ih
jnfl at 12 o'ciock at
[ 41 bewuitnl B, Do bivides fame

time decriet in this pape,auy ching [

ther on the fub

i 1ly as it is prefumed thofe b fine: to ,-um..n

il viw the i, whichiray:be dosede

any time p e diy.af Gl

The dimenfions of the lor, a0d the terma will
b s Voo oL s i Ao pad ALY
n 1o the fusferihcr prev.ons the

ot

e i i and plce s T i o
antiod forut
Y’MM 48 TINGET.
Wallington 09, 13, i
T handlome well - fiaifhed dhree fory
brick houfen on Greenleaf’. Pois £, to rent ob mae
derre s
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Wiskivcran Grvs. 0:t.7. 80t

The grear Northwelt. ' Mail

he

the Bollowing Poll Offices wi

i offce cxery, Vadnaflay i 8 A

g ars v

Brdford, Bi.

Bavrbonion, K-y,
Vi

gl k.y

Cumonbirg.

Frankfort. Kty
Fredericktonn, Md.
Ph

Mugerfiown, MA.  Zanefville, 9 T. ¢
Ml for other. northweftern wn-om«- will
be mle up an uful, every Fri

ook il i |, Wrght's Mill an Tane
Maryléa], wiil ke ot a¢ thi incp
iy mmy aw'sp
T quAv MDA ROE,
Postmaster.
apt

O@cber o

r Sale, "
the Siore lately occupied by Mr. F. I
o on Witir stret, oot Mssrsi
King & Dau hirty's L

are

/|Cogniac b andy, Holland ging

Wefl-India and N. Eoclin  rum, Spifhy mm,,
leherty rim, brown. lot and Tuhip fugsés:
[povider, imperial; hyfon . hyfon fkin 2nd ouck.on
eity gecen. coffee  pegper. alfpice,. oty
lground ginger, fig blu, arch, Sps
csary, myiold
and brown foap in e
hoft tabie coliff, a few thoufond weight ef
Ritode -Hiand cheefe, mens'
‘it hareels, 3 quantity of onion
0foher 21,

idedl a handsame assortmént of

Ol Castinaresy seonsaiboy
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sN'rLerN“\vo favor hm. L hzhm ord

rs, may. rell aflure

lm.: the etk k' m.@.. wumm ip :}
rerials, and on n:lf ible ey,

Miljtary and N

e with elegan

.o,u.g un; hetiife - Ui6, SWRNAI
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