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Thoughts “on the plicy of limiting the
right of the General Government to lg))
taxes.

Fvery friend to the harmony and perpe-
tuicy of the Union mull defive i remov:
of thofe. joft_grousds of jealoufy and ap

rehenhon which many of our beft ¢

fferent degrees entertaineds

fe; perhapy “no-one has had

deeper influence than the uncontrollc
power of taxation poffelled by the ge

dent of the general government, while
without them the latter would uot exift o

Teis prefumed that thefe are conclufive
reufons in favor of thofe conftitutional
provifions which, as far as regard revenue,
all make each defeription of government)
nilependent of the other ; unlefs there be
other reafons, of greater force, on the fide
of @ different deduction., Let us difpafy
foriately weigh thofe which have hereto-

fore been offered,
Tc iz fuid, 1. That it legitimately apper-
tains to the nature of a forcreign power, tol
the unlimited right of taxation:

neral It is well

he prefent day that wealth, either be|
onging to-an infividual or 2 nation, con.
(fers. power ; proportion as_thi
wealthh ig exclufive of the wealth enjoyed
By others, does it beflow exclufive power.
Give a govermnient money to the extent]
it defiress and it will wang no
power it covets. IF it does not
violent, it will gain it by {il
it does not fubvert by force,
wine by firmtagem, Little
But much will be donies

i
will be fai

id,|

fowbidden powers ; nor peshaps
pofition the leaft operative. under republi-
cau fyflems, where the adminiftrators of
the goveriment, ~ often a@uated by the
purcfl motives, do not fo much confider the|
nature of the power they exercife, as the
oo they feek to aceomplifh ; victiious en.
thufiafm eaflly paffes the barrier of rigid|
ule, and feldom refiedts on the injury thi
may be done by bad men in the abufe of
that very power, which, in the handy ot
integrity, diffufes the moft beneficent. in-
Buence. |

Tt is then, the province of willom witli
she ufe of authorityy todifcern its liability,
0 abufe, and difecerning it to guard againil
it

Hitherto, it is true, we have feen bul
Sew ill cffe€ls. proceeding from the uncon-|
trolled power. of taxation, with which the
general governmen is wvefted. | But if on|
a cool review of the. fubjed, ow a retro-
fpection of what has adually occurred com-|
pared with what may oceury it fhall appear|
that the peace of the Union may at fomel
future day be affeéted by a continuance of
the' prefent flate of things, it will hecome
a duty of the firlt magnitude, to feck a re
medy, and thereby - to prevent. an, evil
which every patriotic citizen mult defre to
remove, or at any rate to place at the
greatelt poflible diftance.

The effeice of our government confifts in|
the fovereiggnty of the flate as weli s thel

deral government,  From the former we
' desive ahnofl exclufively the fecurity of]
our lives, Tiberty and property. To them)
we are indebted for nearly the ‘whale
thofe comforts and conveniciicies- which)
arife from_internal improvement. o

.~ them we owe almoft all the, sensitle good
we enjoy. Whileito the general govern
ment we_chiefly owe ot exemption from|
Joreign danger. i
ties we derive positive adoantages ; byl
the general government we are fecured
from possible evils. e

Our happinefs” certainly depends xipor
both. 1:5 if the Iyntlznce be nét)
equally greit, it is unqueftionably fuffici-
ently fo 0 render both the.objects of ous|
affedtion and-refpect, -~ —

Again, the general and flate. govérn|
ments ‘mutually depend -upon each other|

~From the general government the ftaey
eceive an encigetio defence againft exter.
mal danger, and againft any unfortunate,
“ollifons, oFinterel e ot TR L
among themfelves ; w its tarn, che)
g0 goeramancieciten its vieal blood|
rom the flates in the creation of a confl
tuent member of its legiflature, s well
as.in che provifions made by cthem re.|
fpeting the election of  other national

fundlionaries.
he trie friend then of the Conftitution|

is he who treats with equal refpedt the I

3

plevidendly from the diffmilarity of thofe

ate: authori. i

Ihat the government of the UL Stases is|
fovereign, and that thereforeit fhould en-
ljoy: the unliited right of taxations

is granted that fuch has heretofore]

tis g
been the doctrine in relation to other go-

ments drawn from them, other than thofe
already ufed, merit but little regard,
“The great national calami
plated mult be WAR. ,This is indeed the,
ferocious deflroyer of Human felicity. In|
the unbridled violence of its appetite it can-
mies, at one meal, the profufe harvelt of
years of induflry and enterprife.
(To be Continued.)
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Mr. Duane, editor of the Aurora, hay
[frequently flated that the poftmalter at
Middletown, D. was removed from office,
that the poftmafler at Eafton, Penn. had
made a bonfire of newlpapers, and <hat the

fimaft when the latter

LONDON, March 5.
HOUSE OF COMMONS. =~
STATE OF THE NATION.

Mr. Fox, in an cloquent {peech, which
we liment the length of preceding
ipceches prevents us from detailing, come.
menced with confiderable ingenuity won
the arguments of Mr., Pitt. Adverting
to the expreflion made ufe of by the lata
ter, that the principle afumed by the norw.

wers was aJacobin principle, he
oberved, that he believed the principle was
firft broached by Frederick the Great of
Pruflia ;—whether that monarch was @
Jacobin or not, he did know, but Frederick:
was a philofopher, and might therefore,

vernments than thofe of thefe ffates. Butl
from wherice has the doctririe fprung ? Mol

overnments from ours. In viewing Eu-
rope, we contemplate fyflems of governd
iment, invelted with unlimited poviers ; wel
contemplategovernments in  which all
the powers are delegatcd either by expres
or iLuplied grant. Whereasthe Us States
prefent a different fectacle.  For here wel
oghold, it the people poffefied of all
power ; fecondly, that people delegating|
certain powers to their fiate governments |
chirdly, that fame peaple delegating certai
other powers to a general government ;
and in both cafes referving, in cxprels
term, certain powers to themfelves, or to
the fate governments; and in terms ¢
qually”exprefs denying. cersain.powers to
soth ‘deferiptions of governments - It fol
1vis isrefilibly that Both the flate and ge-
feral governments are sovercign only as
0 certuin cireumscribed objects, and tha
VIile the governments of the old workd
poffels an absolute, our. governments enjoy|
. limited fovercignty.

2 The natural inferenices, deducible
from the sbove uncontroverted. premifes,
¥ill form a fatisfastory. anfiwer <o that ob
ectiou to limiting the right of taxation o
the general government, which arifes from|
confiderins the extensive objects to be ef-
[f26tcd by the general government, and the
lequially extenfive refources required for
cheiv accomplifhiment.

Ic is faid that the United States being
our conflitutional guardian againft intern

itated to him, replied in an_insolent and|
threatening ftyle, diredling him to go to
[Eafton and profecute. Although Mr. Du
lane was wholly miftaken in each of thoft|
charges, at leaft with regard to the el
[and Taft, no notice was taken of sthem uu|
il lateiy the poftmafter at Eafton, Pennf.
denied the charge fo far as refpected him.
felf and requefied Mr. Doane to publifh|
his letter on the fubject, and alfo to givel
[him che name of the author, both of which
were reiufed.  As the Awrora pafles thro!
nany hands which do miot reccive: thel
United States Gazette, the poftmafter-ge.|
neral requefts you to give Mr. Dick's let
ters, both to Mr. Wayne and to Mr, D
ane, a place in o ety
am firy

Your obedient fervant,
ABRAHAM BRADLEY, jun.
Mr. Shnugs Ho Suithe

Easton. (P.) May 1, 1801
Mr. Wavne,

v,
The Aurora of the 10th of laft month
conta following paragraph :
« How are we to account for it, that
Mr. Haberfham removed the poftmafter
(Midlecown, Delaware, andret. ine the pot-
mafiee of Eaflon, Pennfylvanid ; the one for
fending a few fubferibers to this paper, and|
e other for taking bundles out of the]

v
imail, and making a bonfire of them ; whiy|

s well as external dangeer, and being thel
diftributor o juftice to a lurze. portion of
our citizens, flould poffefs all that power|

tich is requifite to infure_the accomplifh-
ment of thefle great objeéts s that in com|
non times, to produce this effe@ requires|
llarge  refources; that in periods- o
caninent political peril, not only the greater]
varty but the whole refources of the com-|
|munity may be required ; and that thefe
“elorces ought to be under. the inftan]
cancous command of fome national organ,
(of courfe the general whic!

12 Haberfham,
tor of this paper informied nim of the faét
by letter, reply in an insolent and threaten-|
ing liyle, bid the Editor go to Eafton and|
profecute &

Confeious that the charge againft me|
wvas abfolutely falfey and- coneeiving my-
1e1f entitled to know the name of the rafcal
Jon whofe authority it was publiflicd, 1fen
to the Editor a letter, of which the
clofid s a copy together with the certif
ate therein mentioned, difproving the ca-
lumny.

» in the new vocabulary, be

nated a Jacobin, He thought, however,
the right ho : fendeman might as well
have denominated the principle Deiflical,
for the term would have as well fuited as
that of Jacobinical. He agreed with the
right ho. gentleman in denying that free.
bottoms make fiee goods, nor did his hone
ftiend, (Mr. Grey) contend for :he prine
ciple, but upon a queftion of policy, when
ther it ought to be made the ground of &
declaration of war. At the pesiod when
he “ad the honor to hold the office of Sex
cretary of State for the Foreign Departa
inent, and which the right hon. gentlemam
had characterifed as one marked. by ral
meafures, though he was_ only in office
three monchs, and confequently. there was
very little time for rafh o for any other
meafures—during that fhort period, he
cer ainly did advife his Majelly to negon
ciate with Ruffiain the manner allu

to by the right hon. gentleman, but he
did it with the confent of the Cabinet, co
fifting of twelve members, who all concur
red in the fame advice, The principle.
then affumed by Ruffia, and now by the
northern powers, was not aimitted by the
treaty entérd into with the former power,
it was merel for the mdment as &
matter of pol Having entered inte
fome further juftification of his condud rea
lutive to the treaty he had negociated with
Ruflia, and into an  inveftigation of the
veutral queftion, in which he commented
upon moft of the ftatements of Mr. Pitty
he to the fubject of the wara

- From the lunguage he had heard. from that

fide of the houfe he hould have imagined
we were at the clofe of a fuccefsful wa
and that a negociation had been confiden
Iy mentioned “after repeated unfuccels ful.
atttempts, he fould have fuppofed the laft
vear had been marked with a feries of brile
liant fucceffes: the contrary, was known
to be the cafe. I the condu@ of his mae
fiy's minifters, fid Mr.. Fox, was fuck
35 it ought to be, why fink. from enquie
ry. He fearcely ever knew the hoult to
refuft it, and until his majefty's Tate sirtise

by the celerity and energy of its meafures|
il be =hJ:y with fuccefs to repel any|
reatening v

o this reafoning it may be replied that
the very terms of the argument allow that]
in_common timés, an unlimited right of
caxation is not neceffary, Indeed to con-
tend for its neceflity would be to contend
for that which woula: in effect entiraly fub-
vert the flate govérnments ey cannot|
exift withour pecuniary aidonly to S
d from taxation. The arguments then ¢an)
only | apply to uncommon _times s . thefe}
muft be periods of great national calamity.|
fuch as thofe which refult from pelilence,
fimine, or war. To the cafes of pefti
lence und famine the above ideas dowiot ap-|

he very oppaite.ones prevail. Forl
that difteefs wirich thefe deftrudlive, agents
oroduce cannor bessemedied by the generall
(overnmént. © Such provifions belong x|
clufively to the flate governments 5 and i
he occurrenca of Yuch_calaities he con-|
emplated and be. provided for, then does|
i« follow, according to the above train of

foning, that the

5
inthe Aurora, 1 will thank you o give i
a place in your paper, and am very re-

 fpeétfull
TSt A o W fore
‘THOMAS B. DICK, P. M. |
Easton, (P.) April 17,1801,

x,

T have read with confideradle aftonifl.
inent, in your paper of the 10th inflant,
10 infitiwation againft me in my official ca
pacity as deputy poft-mafters

A§ the praragraph alluded toy is a mofl
infamous and malicios calumoy, 1 trofl
[von will do me the juftice to declare” i
e of the perfon, on whofe information|
and credic you thought proper to hazard
the publication.

Well aware that my. declaration alon]
ould be infuficient, with some of you!
readers to vebuta charge made in terms £}
ungueftionable ; 1 hve saken the trouble

veral powers of both thefe defcriptions of
government. If there be any difference in
the meafure of our regard for either, the
age governments muft receive a prefen|

ir exiltence would be indepen-

[0t the general government,
untimited right of taxation.
Butit will be readily granted shax fuch)

i e

eafes are not likely toroccur in the Unit

, fhould polle

to srocure from fome of your moft fanguine|
and vofosiils it o LN “Blace, 3be
Pl Seteiratdy whlehs together with
this letter, T requeft yon will publith.
THOMAS B. DICK, P. M.
Mr.. William Duane. 5

who had on all occafions oppofed ity
e knéw very few inftances. indecd wheres
in his majefty’s minifters were. not forea
moftin recommending the meafure. Will
che right hon, feotleman (Mr. Pic) fuy
we have gained more *by . this war than’ -
the enemy? Will he fay, that a few ifs
lands in_the Eaft and Weft-Indies are ev
uivalent for having” doubled the national
lcbt? I the objecl. of the war was the
taking thofe iflands, and. deftroying the
power of Auftria, his majelly’s ex-minise
ters have completely fucceeded ; but i
were to bear down the power of Frafice
they Bave completely. failed, . If enquiry
was agreed to, the houfe would not have
\vhat fapers the tight hon. gentleman
ha

inias) pleafed to. take out of his
id packet ;. they would: have
the papers  which. could. throw.a light on.
the mode of condudling this. difafterous
Didnot the difgraceful resreat from
land demand_inguiry, wheré we pura -
ffion <o, depart by a.furs

ot the - im=
proper fpot pitched upon to attack Holland:
demand enquiry, Even after this ill-cons.
ducted expeditiony after the troops werd
feven months at home, when his R

Highnels the  Duke. of York ‘was: res

avired to_get the troops in readiuefs for

States, and of confequence that any argo-

* {unother- expedition, did not. his Royal

'



