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The committee appointed ko enquire into thel
efficial.conduct of Winthrop Sargenty go-
wernorof the Mississippi Lerritory ; and]
1o wham_also was referred the petition!
of Cato West, and otherss

Riront,
IN the above mentioned peticion, the
adminiltration of governor Sargent s ¢
wired. on the gmuum of improper and

It appears to your committee, that the
governor and judes of ‘the Mififippi ter-
ritory mifconceived the nature and extent
of theit authority in this particulurs  Jull
y to appreciate their motives, it is ¢ffen-|
tiad to flate the principles on which they|
have adted. By them the ordinance ap-
s have been underftood us velting in|
the governor and judges a gxumy, legifla-|
tive suthority, Governor Sargent juftifics|
its exercife on the ground of conftruétion,
andof the prmr\])]t being avowed and adt

making laws obtained, or how conftantly
it was adhered to in fucceflive peri

e fedges fave Receeded b0 oAch other|
They find that feveral of the laws paffed|is
before the year 1795, were not taken from|
the ftatutes of either of the flates. M
[ Wagner, clerk in the oflice of the fecre.
tary of flate, who at the requelt of th
committee, hns examined the laws of thel
territory in reference to, this

fes,  that he has exanined the laws of
the North-weflern territory from the com-

sbitrary
jonal exercife of the lrglﬂnnv: :ulhon
1y the goveroor and.judes; and of i
Tawfl exactions of office fe

Firlt. Of improper and .rh.mry mifbe-
Bavior

As the particular inftances and adks of
improper and arbitrary mifconduét imputed|
to governor Sargent are not Inecified, nor|
evidence adduced whereby te verify the g
sty ogyieia el e
eommitee hive not been able to jnveltigate]
them Such papers relative - thereto” i
bave come G0 their pummm,

ed on by the

i Tosos i o NorHoWttein lermnr\

and being impliedly, if_not directly fun@i
ooy Gonreln Tn Wadlbies ot L5t

5F Tune, 1800, tothe fecretary of Rate,
he obferves,  Upon the fubject of making]

of its legiflation, to the firil
of Augult, 1792, but it docs not appea|
from the face of them, which, or whar
parts of them have been adopted from thic
codes of the original flates, o have been|
originally made l\y the legillature of thiat

ed States, through the Indian country,
and on marringe and tavern licencess
Governor Sargent acknowledges his have
ing received fees of the above deferiptionz
H jultifies the pradtice on the principle.
of thofe adts being extra from the duties
of the governor's office, and alfo of pre=
edent in- the North-weftern _territory,
known, as he prefumes, for a loug time,
ta the general government,
law of the Mifffippi territory, inti-
tuled, & law to regulate taverns and re
cailers of liguors, and concerning Indians,
illows to the goverpor a fee of eight dol-
lus, on a  evera lcenc, which with a
like' fee licences, governor
Sargent R s
tec on paflports is unknown to the come

or adopting laws, 1 have wrote you
heretofore. It is not neceflary to repeat]
my own opinions ; many letters in your of
fice evince my anxicty to Have poflefied|
the codes of the original fates. We be|
igan by legiflating, howevery with the
laws of the Narth..wcﬂem lernuﬂ'\'—llu\

s re o

been fubjedt to. the d
the honorable Congref:

5 and daring not

Of an xer.
afe of l"ml.huve authority by the govtnmr
and judges.

On chia poiat it is alledged, that the o

vernor and judges have made and publi
biot not dried from the esdes of the ori]
ginal state:

By yuvcmm Sargent, this £ is aduit-

The Prefident of the United States, by|
the act, entitled “ An a& fer an amica-|
ble fettlement of limits within the ftate of
Grorgia, and authorifing the eftabfifnent]
sfagoernientnthe Miffifippi territoryy

werad to eftablih thore a govern,
Wieae i sl refpedts fimilar o that exercifedyy
in the teritory north-welt of the river]
Olvio, exceptingand excluding the laftar
¢le of the ordinance ma the jgovern-
ment thereof by the late Conggrefs, on thel
13th of July, 1787,

In the ordinance referred to in the afore:|
faid ad, are the lallowmg clanln

« The governar and judges, or 4 majo-
ity of them, fhall adopt nml /mazm. in the
diftrit fuch laws of the original ftates, cri-|
el and. civily as may be neceifary and|

10 the cirewnitances of the dif:
widt; and report them to Congrels, from
tinie to time ;. which Jaws el be in force|
in the difti@ until the organizati
of the General Affembly, ualels ~di
approved by Cony afterwards
the legiflature have  auchority]
to alter them as they fhall think fit. Thel
governor for the firt time being fhall be|
commander in chicf of the in appoing
and commilfion all officers in the fume be-|
Jow the rank of gencral officers ; all gene|
ral officers fhall he appointed and commif-
fioned by congrefs.  Previous to the orga|
nization of the general affembly the go-
wernor fhall appe
ther civil officers in each county or town-|
Mhip ashie Mall find neceffary for the pre-
fervation of the peace and erd order 00

 fuch magiftrates and o-|mad

1o , we belieyed the
00d, We have uniformly continued how-
ver, to declare our willingnefs to receive

for the quiet and interefts of this people.”
Iu another letter of the 25th of Aygult

1800, to the feeretaty of Rate, alrcady
communicated to the houfe, he oblerves
< the honorable Mr. Davis frems to hav]
[been at much trouble to eftablifh what the
sovernar and judges are very willing to ad-
it ¢t they laveliws. As fecreary
o

e North-Wellern territory, and veft |
the governors 1
e

ith the powers ol
F\ﬂly concurred with
we were n complete le
never hefitated to manifefl this to Congrefs |
and the laws by governor St. Clair, thel
udges Parfons, Symmes and Varnum, en-
acted as early as 1788, demonltrated that|
fuch alfo was their opinion. 1 fulsmuly
deny’ to have acknow] u»dgul (s Mr. Davis|
afferts T have) adeviation from the ordi.
nance of Congrefsin the thus enacdting of
Jaws ¢ for the ordinance, i my accepta-
on thereof, tolerates fo doing ; i (rong
prefumptive proof which 1 fhait offery as
the honorable Mr. Davis and wyfelf feem|
to have fo differently read the faue, that
the laws which were regularly tranfwicted
tothe general government folitas
inftance only, were difapproved ; thas ev
'*n:mg their perfed coincidence in fent
ment with us upon this very importan
lui:{,ea. As a further proof of their will
and pleafure that we fhould ¢ make laws,
they have enadted nearly in the words fo

judges ~ thay

ody.

‘Welof the river Ohia, as had been

w far, therefore, they
beeh mere. adoptiond From, thole odea- )
oty be eftabliflied by comparifon. T'ba]
5 not the cafe with refpedt to the printed
Liws of the territory publifhed fince Mg,
1795, in which they are invariably

By a law of that territory, fees are ala
lowed to e dges, on certain procefles-
und o ficia

1-is ondérfionds -that. for & couste of
ars, the govenor of the North-weftern

in their titles to be. printed laws, excey

in the inflance of repealing lows 3 to pat:
whichy the govcrnor and judges were ex
prefsly authorifed by the act of Congref:
of the 8th of May, 1792, and except

law in addition to a law, intituled, a law
afcertaining the fees of the feveral officer
and perfons. therein_named, publithed i
Cincinnati on the firlt of Mxy, 1798, by
Winthrop Sargent, actine as governor,
and. Jolni Cleves Symnies, Jofeph Gillinan.
and Return J. Meigs, judges, which s not
Uit g tive el adopted.. ; ¥our:com.
mittee further find, that on the 21 day
of Junary, 1794, the Prefident of the
United States luid befpre the two l\nul'(s
of Congrefl, a copy
territory of the Uni

of fuch law:
-d b-'\!tsl

all
July to December, 1792, inclufive 5
on the 218 day of Aprily 1794, they werc

veferred to a fpecial commiittee, who on
the 24th duy of May, 1794, among other
things reported, that on examination o
che fuid laws they found many.of the pro|
Sifions cont. in_them objectionuble,
but that they conceived it would be im.|
iiel i thenias demGE e AN
objedtions, as one applying to the whnle
of fuid laws afforded 0 their opinion fuf-|
fcent esfon Gor diapproving them. Th
thofe laws appear

by 8 Ty Sl
at they were poffeffed geverally of
tive pawer, and have not in whole,
vt been adopted from laws of the origi
ial fhates—that on the 13ch of February |
1795, an engrofled refolution; in the foru|
of 3 concurrent refolution “of” the two

ey e e

by order of the Hoafe of Reprefentatives|o

o have been paflud|

y las been in the practice of receiv=
four dollars on marriage licences, and
Law iave
o the

Jlo been there pafied, allow
S e
and comvenfation for travelling expences ;
one of which was among. the laws difape
proved by the before-mentioned refolution,
of the Hloufe of Reprefentatives, which
was difagreed to by the Senate; the other
[purports on the face thereofy to have been,
idopied from she New-York aud Penniyl-
oth of thofe laws were
0 b mosomot SRt Ve iGrices
ry and v{\mg as governor of the territory.
The £ Congrefs, authorifing. the
e et Mvaen in the Mif-
o1y, provides chit ers.
i oot b tumpl rfation
or their fervices, to be paid in the fume
manner as is by law eftablifhed for fimilar
officers in the territory north-weft of the
iver Olio, und the powers, dutics and
poluments of # fuperingendant of Ine
an affiirs for the fouthern department,
to be united with thofe of governors 2
To the governor of the Northeweftern
tervitory for difeharging the dutics of that
otice and. thofe of fuperintendant. of In-
irs, is allowed an annual falary of
two thoufind dollars, and 1o each of the
dges, cighs hundred dollas.
the goveror and Julges of b ete
I governments are oficers of the

i

| United States; with annval fularies fixed

ot ool
and receiving fees, as before Rated, cannot
oinknacwiteveoalbeyen Hinsvasias abuf,
which ought to be correéied.

Alicughishessaitiss caufe ta
in govemor Sare

ngrefs, their exadting

lowing ¢ that the laws of the terriory th
have been, or hereafter may be enacted|

again,
he. authorized to repeal their lows by them|
de, whenever the fame may be found o
e improper,”
With refpect to she practice which go-|
vernor Sarren{ alledges, obgained with th

by the governor and judges,’ &c. aud]o
¢ that the governor and judges fhall|-he

all thofe laws, ex
e, was agreed o by the Houfe of Re-|
tattves and fent o the Scuate.  In|

Date, on report of a fpecial commit-
tee, the refolution was difagreed to. T
confideration of thofe particular laws o
ot appear to have been rof

In aletter of governor Saryent's to the

ed.

the fame.  After the general affembly fh
be organized, the powers and duties ol
other civil officers full be regulated and|
Taid affembly ; but all magi
frates andother civil officers, not herein
otherwife directed, fhall during the con-
tiniance of the temporary government, bel
apponted by the governor. . For the. pre.
wvention of crimes and injurics, the faws to
be a Dapted or made fhall have force in all
Py of the diftrict ; and for the executi-
of procels, criminal and civil, the go.
srernor fhall wiake proper divifions thereof o
and e fhll proceed rmm time o time, as|
circumiances may require ta lay out the
parts of the diftrict i tehleh thé Tt ot
les fhall have been exthgnifhed, into coun-|
ties and towafhips ; fubje@ Towever, to
fuch alterations as way thereafter be m:
by the legifluture.”

Your committee are of opinion that thel
Agiflacive power of the governor and
judges by virtue nl the above mentioned|
ardinance, is rel to the_adopting o
taws from the codes of ht oviginal states,

W cannot be extended ta the making o
mn g of Juzes vt derised from those

nd judges of the N

territory on this point, your committee are
informed,thatat their firlt meetingin 1788,
a difference of fentiment arofe between)
the governor and judges on this fubjret 5
they allerting, and he denying the powes
Jof the legilatore to make faws not derived
from the cudes of the flates. After pro-
tefting againfk theiraffamption of that pow-
ler, the governar yielded to the opinion of
the judges. The fubje@ was again refin-
led in 1795, when the governor publifhed
bis correfpondence with the judges, fhew-
[ing bis difapprobation of the principle of
[making laws ; on their part the then judge:|
alf publifhed the reafons and grounds of
their opinion and conduet in making liws|
[ The governor again ielded to that opinion.|
nnd from time to time, till the fecond

govex‘nmm( wis e%bhﬂx:d, thel
Izgxl’l»mrc coacted laws not derived fron)
the codes of the flates.
The laws of. that territory béing Vol
niinous, o complete fet whereof is to be
had, for examination only, in the office of
the fecretary of flite, your committecd
have not been hle from their own nfpec

fecretary of flate, dated Mififlippi tervico-
January 15, 1799, he writes: & The
judge's arrival gives us tolegiflate—it was|
molt eflentialy and we will fet about ir
without delay, though with muchiregres]
on my part at the want of the laws of the

veral fhates, as we muft be compelled to
form our code from the volumes of the

orth-weflern erritory, which T by nol

bafis.”

o
smcans can be indueed to believe a very good[ual

enst Ayt she A ng laws nce
erived from the codes of the original
ates, nd alfo his receiving fecs for cers
in official aéls, yet it appears fitisfadla-
iy to them, from the circumilhces under
which they took place, that vhofe irregue
Inritits originated from incorredt and mif-
conceived opinions refpeéling the extent of
s powers, and not from impure or crimie
al intentions.

They therefore refpedtfully fubmit to the
contideration of the boufe, the fallowing
refolution :

Resolved, That there does not appisr
caufe for further proceedings on the mat-
ters of complaint for wal-admipiftration.
inft Winthrop Sarvent, as govénmr of
the Mififlippi territorys

And in another letter of the 13th
March, 1799, he writes to the feeretary
of ftate : 1 have already advifed you o
the arrival of judge Tilton, and in coufe|
uence, we are at lensth legiflating, but
leititute of the laws of the feveral fates 5
we neeelfarily make inflead of adopting
them—the right to do. which has hereto-
fore been # queltions  Very diffident of|
ot o9 2o s 150l extencl
wnxious for the prelence of judge M
Guire, who T am taughe to believe is ol
yreat profellional characier.”

Third. OF unlawful exactions of fee:]
for officiecs

e “llsded o, are for pafl

S

o
(iippi

;r«... :nvd\mghm n.gpn)’x'.r by

Thomus Carpenter,
TAYLOR,

Gnnrruuvukm. ledges the numerovy.

favours conierred on and iwforms hia

By odien sl shas he s eheared o
CH.

et hip wit S VARDE: lkewlle
o Dhiighin: on Caphel Pl oppobs
(CARROL iildings, where, as well as i1 Pu\n-

C-liyivaia - verne, berween the Prefident's Houfz
it George “Yawu, from eheir long and extenfive
perience in Mil Naval and Fancy

andin_ Lisdiés ciabits &e. and from Thete haviog
fprocarcd the belt of workmen and miterialy
he wimofl tafie and punélusliey might be cxpes.-

o spprvies wanied:
ﬁm“xgnm. Dee. 22

tion fo afeertsin how frr the pradtice of




