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HISTORICAL FACT:

Tueopora SkbGIC.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
From Dec. 1799 to March 8, 1801,

The period is at hand, when the Spia-
e of the Houfe of Reprefentitives fhall
rétive from the exolted Rationto W)
has been raifed by the voice of the rep
fentatives of the people, under a profound
Seafe of his talents, his virtues, and bis
,w:mm/.

approbation ; it is alfo the du

principled violator of mattonal confidnce.
The unintentional |mﬂ i of

a republie, where merit conlitutes
the only jult claim to diftinction, it is|
the duty of public opinion to rewird]
the upright and enlightened fervany
of the nation by the masly avowal of it

of piiblic]
opinion to puaifh by he no lefs maly o
vowal of its cenfure the ignorant and uo

icno-

ate man made a noife i

The Speaker properly dire
Doficion of the Serjeant who re-|
him Erom: the yallery, & afterwards|

An inconf
oy,

the houfl: was again arreit-
nt, at the exprefs diredti-|

"l a practice was eflabliflied that invelled]

Speaker with ghe pover of arrelling ud
b ow uncontrouled plealure any. citien
the United States under any. pretext
Wik eveis
uring the period in whi  the sepeated
iy Waen e il slfiive, 6 Pl
ety & during which the houie had folefn-|
iy decided that noiuterruption of the balla]
thould take: place, the Speaker repeatedly|
un'mpted to violate the roles by s own)
acta,) an confrudtions of thel
rules 3 cmmrm.m which were treated]
with neglect even by his political and p

Efind it declared hat. mation for commit|

fuent shail preclude ail amendmen

Che SPxAkER, al‘!u
faid it certainly was

S D Vi e s oiorons Wik
the Speaker declared to be out of order, and|
rcfufed to receive ; though the motion wa
in order, and ought to have been received,

The Seeaskn then fady with unintelli

ble abruptnets, that a vote on the main
pstion bad jultbeen put.

Mr. Eggleflon fuid the vote hud been|
on the previous question, and not the main)
onc.

The Spraxsr acknowledged that it was|
o, but declared the propolition of Mr
Deat out of order.

Mr. Rundolph then moved the reference
to a commitiee of the documents,|
und other papers accompanying them.

The Sruaxen faid that sppeared to
im to be the original relolution.

M Randalphy replid shes ahe oigil

ome. peitaton)

Tt becomes every citizen ‘to read this
atement, s it contains an ovowal of fene-
timents and principles,’ which never have
en, and which probably mever will be
again, exprefled in this country. Every
one. will ind it oo plsi to aced a com-

s

o i publicity given to this tranks
lation there no longer remained a dotbt.
that the Speaker hud affumed powers, which
he did not of right poflefs, and that 4 citis
zen had been deprived of rights which be
did poltefs.

It bocame a queftion of delicate inquiry
what fleps. (liould be taken.

Thz crifiswas a folemn one.  The will

f the people had ‘been declared ‘uneguivo-
ul!y on the Prefidential Ele€tion. ‘Indica-
tions, however, were not wanting, of &
|difpofition oppofed to giving effedt o thaz
ill. OF il objeds tis appeared to'be

he moft important. It was believed that
thunh]eﬁ would be beft prosiioted by the

{omal friendss

rice, and the p
oo R B DA aif.

cernity canexcie but & momentary {epti-

ment of indignation in thoft, who view er-

or s venial, andare difpled 10 aferivg

uivocal actions. the belt motiv
that charity can indulz
But when error and niifcondud, not con
finel to difgracing the man who habitnally|
comymits them, involys ifithnt dif
h

trioti€ mind weold with to

every
ahe affoctions and refpect of th people 5 iy
is time to rend the veil that witifice x

drawn between adtion and pu»klhm

20 thew the hollowneis of the one and e

enornity of the other.
A Speaker of the Honfe of Reprefinra.

tvcs fhould Anow his duty and thoutd ob

YTk ey RIS e s
ferve the onder of the Houle

To fatisfy this nh!l gation e Mould bel 17K
s of order; declare
«d by the hoofe ..<e.\, and with_thofe nu-|

acquainted with

merous incidental rules which, ¢
defined in precile terns by the o
el obligation.

“HTW i underflood

and if underftood, in what degre:

bave been ob

demonflrate.
“Po carry‘a favourite point, on & d

of the houfe, the Speaker dectared 2 majo

ricy of t hers ta be ‘againit #n ad

&oummﬂ\!, when in fal, 2 najority of|

Quetti=d by
nify of the refult,

ive rofe in fayor of i
member as to the corre

Ouone day the Spealier o
applicd the rilés, anl de
Julcs which had no nee.
“Miefe cafes, confounded by
hispastiality, e acl iosledged his

ut mark the cons wm.’ He drove|
from the. lobby afterwards from thel

aliery che many who Kaowing 1o duty
Saperiorto that of trich, daved o publ
without evena comment the unqueft
blunders of the ehair.

Tn the

the members to be incorre® and untrue,

ehe Speaker declared that the queftion was

ot upon_ agreeing to the preamble, bu

Simply o o om R R o e

cognition of fuch

vel let th Eolawing facs

In two of jis

o lhich hve, ducing:dhe prefent fffan, sp-
il

afe of agrecitiz_to 2 report of a|
Comnnittee, the preauible of which exprefs.f
opinions, deemed by &large portion of|"

he object of thefe Adengs it

terrupt the balloty and of - courle

froftrate the rlelion.
i

lkul'c fmm the P-
s, the

o oAt N
i called for, being de.

4 irous that the Houfe Mould adjours, hasfwl

ectarcd e of 1o pollible
f mporeance ; atd in awother inflance, whe
JJobje@tion was mule @ reiding. a meffage]
*lat 2 partieulr time, Tins declared, fo loud-
Iy #5 to be heurd by mewbers on the
door, thatitwas no smatter when, the met-

fage

iz the yeas and nays, the clerk]
frini e e ANl Thmerie
o each member,
(lerk pronomnced thie: name < Willis Al
at the moment when Mr. Aliton|
teied the ioufe 5 who ot beig acquaint-
ueltion, hefitated in his reply
is wial in foch cofes, repest
the Speaker, with an ab-
nner, and in a fonoroufnels
red with awe the hiuie]

<he day on which this event, wnprocede
in the annals of wliameasary
oceutrzdy to the our; no one b

was teady as ic was @ very, foulifh

On ove occafion, thefof

was fo,
Thus, it appears that the Speaker wa
ed i one cafe o reveife bis own fo-l
dllemn peremptory dicifion, twice mades|

difcut-

wasfor the every
e Prefident. o 15 beonine, sbereferey a il of
he Seraxr, ackiowledged that it [expeiency, to withlold an enquiry into

he cunduét of the Speaker, which in the
hen e of indiidun feeling: might have
hivzarded el e petcof the pa-
tion. A;! difexon, in

at in another cafe he py
y in error after it was expofed
in twa other cafes he expofed his to

and that
i

namiies of the queftion before the houle,

rmed a decifion to haye been made|
l\ ud notbeen inades
"T'he erors of the Speaker, whether un-|

entional or perverfe, involved the houfel
i confulion. Mo fooncr was the Speaker|
[difledged from one miftake than he fhelter-
ed himfelf bebind nwllvu. Member roferi
after mesaber to afic s, which were
o increafe

in the public
prints atthe f vernmert, were
fofpended, mml i |ﬂ of February,
when Mr. Davis Liid on thie table 4 refor
luzion condemning in terms of undifguifed
ieverity the affumed powers of the Speaker,
On the S0th infl. this refolition was
taken up forconllderation.
ALLATIN, in purfuit of e fube
l\mcr, and wifhing to reprefs every indicas
of immoderate triumph, propofed a
m‘oluuun, in the fuape o %u new rule,

us
oviinal obfeuritys The gra
bee
not

ty of she body]
me. difconecrted ; andthofe who did
feel indiggnation, indulged in exprefions
sifion at the degraded ftate to whici|
ey ighel, deliberate-hod. of she mation
vas reditced.

Ll Repoeter Gt mortfi, Sfe bed
h regret the dignity of the Re|
mlcmm €5 of the American. people fa-
crificed to the cupricions. snd. uuenligh
tened will of an individual, who amidfY
Jersy Ml harped wpon.the
cellity of oblerviog decorm and digd
¥

He determived, therefore; without coni-
et o report the flateuneie of that day'sl

pre
heen hold o for umm enough to
from the: Spea explanation of hi|

o g
Tielt A s fow of the. many, very many
inftances of want of knowledge, or m
application- of it which buve  made the
ificd Speaker of the Arft couneil of the
an objec ndifeuifed derifion.
But i addition to thefe afls; thoft]

or of the National Intel
encer, are b atracioufly hoftile to every]
sinciple of truth or refjpect for the rights|
of the citizeny and betray 3 mind for weak|
nd @ temper ©> mimwwahl:, that jufticel
farbids a fupprefiion of! the
D the 341 of Dec-mber. 1800, certain

luturions jo velution to the official condudt]
ithrop Sargenty moved by Mra D‘mx‘
re difeufled in the howfe. ~ Duri
lebate, at the clofe of a fpeech m:ldg x.
w. Claiborne, & perfon in- the gall

O whick the Speaker faid, Serjeant,

of whiei Taveial penere RolstOhe Wi
report.
agreament taken and
7o, then the Spénker dedlusEd ehut. ch
veport was agrecd to, incliding the proam

ble. Altonithaent was on the face of eve.

sy member, and 4 reconfideration of th|
votewas moved by thofe who had ths
infiioafly be robation
of principles which th

and with difcalty, owing
of the chairy, ey
Be it known that this pt
amons other fentiments,
the Speaker for
and cenfure upon members who had ¢
preffed their difupprobation s its exercife,

poin
taine
comiums wpn
srped power

Butno fonner was: the vote of]
by yeas and|

e to that man.”  The ferjeant remove
from the gallery the perfon that had made
+he diffurbance.

Dy

iy tioeval. pania ok ey acel
which the Speaker andertooléto decides

A motion was made to-commit the rcfo-
tons :

3 i
s Imotion wasin orde

he Seaasak again aficied thet it
A in dr

fuid
ny hands the rules of

leftan %

T hald. x|
e boule, wher

. the debate on Mr, Davies refo]

Mr. Harper afked whether it sz in or
o Ter to- amend the refolutios, !

hoping that folly from an
oxpofire bl s veskiely would. vefor)
foue of its abufes

Acandid n.:e.mmmepmmm.xgswa.

o[ehercfore publilied, Tn 2 debate, fome days|
ki

er, the eonduét of the Speaker in rela
citn to the individual, fated above to have|

the edltur‘m his phl‘non m ﬂvr lobby, ad
would have prohibited the Speaker from
oy mme\ of exclufion:
On Mr. Davis's refol
irft read, a warm debate enfucd, nwhich e
conduet of the Speaker received mekmm
animadverfion and cenfires
s made, without any fnmfa&ury i
cing affigried, that the motion was not in
order, A queftion was then taken on this
[poine by yeas and nays, and it was declared
by & mujrity of 5 members to be.out of or-
der. “The vote was conclyfive as it spplied
© Mr. Davis's motion.  Bue it fhook no
an's opinion. Tt brought no conviction
i rond. - The sion undoubtedly was
inorder; and every one perceived in the
vote mothing but a clumly contrivance to
aveid puiting the giain queltion.

Mr. Gallitin's motion then came before
the boufe, on which alfoa debate eufueds
Tis oppoueaics fearing to mect diredl
the gueltion, called for the previous quet-
tion, whofe -:ﬂ'xl\ is to pwh:bu & an in-

reen arrefled, came before the houfe,
veral members declared it fllegal.  Thel
Speaker, as uful, in repeated fpceclres en-
tered inco the debate, and among. other
remarks declared the flatement, as piblith
d, o contain a_arols mifreprefentation)
[of fafts, Phie ‘Editor of the Nahmml
inellipencer, reported the dects
the Speaker; witha comment proving e
iruth of his previous Rutement,

On the 19th of Jaruary, zx Editor 2
ufual, took his place in tie I of the
“IHoufe,  He immediately received an o
der from the Speaker to withdraw,

did withdvaow 5 and took a place ifi thel
upper gallery, open to the indifcriminate
dmiffion of allorderly citizens, e atd
ended there unmolefted until the 15th off
January, hen an addicioral order of the)

e removed n alfo from thatf

itor, unappalled by the mandates
cer, waited upan bim at hig
enfaing mornirig.
fecaunt of the interview wis
Je et beyood she
eyery p

all furth
A o M e

The presious queflion prevailed, by &
ajority of three votes.

Tt thus appeis that o decifion has
een made.  The fricnds of the Speaker
lvu](.d thenfclves of the rulés of the
oufeto preven & decifion. The ene
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fguction were taken diredly upon s cone
uét, they could not withhol
fion of their cenfure.
cenfiure would have been mpofed The
only. mode which ingenuity- could” devife
of avertiug. the decifion of the Houfe, was
0 declare one mation aut of order, and 46
fm eitlier adifcuflion oy decifion of the

'l he above exhthnn omm itis

aggent o)
omplircly” unwadk princivles, equally i
Iefeaible, and ideas equally  pueriled

Erom the period of this Fblication friend.
"Iupr»v‘ml todefend, and enmity was loft
n derifion of, the chair.

to. the United
e e e eldu(, lmh! e e,
oroduce @ corred efim he people
i topsreaat, aiRGuel clariratioh
In the second. place, demonfirate the necefs
ity of defining by law, at fome future pes
riod, the extent of the powers of the Spea
er.

the Speaker, and it was believed, that if &



