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TO THE CHAIRMAN OF SENATE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS (CALEB STRONG)
Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 1792.

Sir, —I am just now made to recollect a mistake in one of the answers | gave last night to
the committee of the Senate, and which therefore | beg leave to correct.2 After calling to
their minds the footing

2 See Vol. |, 186.

on which Mr. Morris had left matters at the court of London, & informing them of what
had passed between the British ministers here & myself, | was asked whether this was all
that had taken place, whether there had been no other or further engagement. | paused,
you may remember, to recollect; | knew nothing more had passed on the other side of
the water because Mr. Morris's powers there had been determined, & | endeavoured to
recollect whether anything else had passed with Mr. Hammond & myself. | answered that
this was all, & added in proof that | was sure nothing had passed between the President &
Mr. Hammond personally, & so | might safely say this was all. —It escaped me that there
had been an informal agent here (Col. Beckwith) & so informal that it was thought proper
that | should never speak on business with him, and that on a particular occasion, the
guestion having been asked whether if a British minister should be sent here, we would
send one in exchange, it was said, thro' another channel, that one would doubtless be
sent. Having only been present
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when it was concluded to give this answer, and not having been myself the person who
communicated it, nor having otherwise had any conversation with Col. Beckwith on

the subject it absolutely escaped my recollection at the moment the committee put the
guestion, and | now correct the error | committed in my answer with the same good faith
with which | committed the error in the first moment. Permit me to ask the favor of you, Sir,
to communicate this to the other members of the Committee and to consider this as a part
of the information | had the honor of giving the Committee on the subject.
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