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Collection Summary
Title: Henry Barrett Learned Papers
Span Dates: 1907-1931
ID No.: MSS29710
Creator: Learned, Henry Barrett, 1868-1931
Extent: 2,000 items ; 7 containers ; 2.8 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Historian and professor at Stanford University. Chiefly notes and related materials gathered by Learned for
revision of his book The President’s Cabinet (1912) and an unpublished history of the vice presidency.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Learned, Henry Barrett, 1868-1931.
Learned, Henry Barrett, 1868-1931. President's cabinet; studies in the origin, formation and structure of an American
institution. 1912.

Organizations
American Historical Association.
International Congress of Historical Sciences.
Stanford University--Faculty.

Subjects
Cabinet officers.
History--Societies, etc.
Vice-Presidents--United States.

Places
United States--Politics and government.

Occupations
Educators.
Historians.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of Henry Barrett Learned, historian and professor at Stanford University, were given to the Library of Congress
by Waldo Leland in 1954.

Processing History

The collection was processed in 1968. The finding aid was revised in 2013.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Henry Barrett Learned is governed by the Copyright Law of the
United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
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Access and Restrictions

The papers of Henry Barrett Learned are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading
Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research
use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Henry Barrett
Learned Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1868, Mar. 21 Born, Exeter, N.H.

1890 A.B., Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1890-1892 Headmaster of private school, Plymouth, Mass.

1892-1893 Teacher of history, University School, Chicago, Ill.

1894 A.M., University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.

1894-1896 In charge of department of history, Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago, Ill.

1897 A.M., Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1897-1898 Assistant in history, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1898 Lecturer, Harvard Summer School, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1899 Married Emily Cheyney

1899-1900 Studied at University of Leipzig, Leipzig, Germany

1900 Literary editor, Hartford Courant

1900-1906 Instructor in history, Sheffield Scientific School, Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

1903 Editor, Sermons for the New Life by Horace Bushnell

1912 Published The President’s Cabinet. New Haven: Yale University Press

1917-1919 At Bureau of Investigation, Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

1917-1921 Member, Board of Education, District of Columbia

1920-1922 Lecturer and associate professor of history, Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.

1923 Delegate from Yale University, New Haven, Conn., and Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.,
Fifth International Congress of Historical Sciences, Brussels, Belgium
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1925-1931 Member, Board of Education, District of Columbia

1927-1931 Acting professor of history, Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.

1928 Delegate, Sixth International Congress of Historical Sciences, Oslo, Norway

1931, Oct. Died, Palo Alto, Calif.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Henry Barrett Learned (1868-1931) span the years 1907-1931 and consist chiefly of notes and related
material gathered by Learned for revision of his book The President’s Cabinet (1912) and an unpublished history of the
vice presidency. A file of miscellaneous material at the end of the collection includes papers relating to Learned’s
attendance at the fifth and sixth International Congress of Historical Sciences, 1923 and 1928, his seminars at Stanford
University, and a movement between 1914 and 1917 to reform the American Historical Association.

Arrangement of the Papers
The probable evolution of the material has been considered in determining its arrangement, which is organized into files
titled outlines, general topics, cabinet administrations, and executive branch (vice presidency).
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Outlines
BOX 1 Plans for study of the American cabinet
BOX 1 Early outline of cabinet history
BOX 1 Cabinet history
BOX 1 General topics
BOX 1 Secretaries of agriculture
BOX 1 Secretaries of interior
BOX 1 Secretaries of commerce and labor
BOX 1 Attorneys general, 1789-1930
BOX 1 Postmasters general, 1829-1869
BOX 1 Secretaries of state, 1789-1930
BOX 1 Secretaries of treasury, 1789-1930
BOX 1 Secretaries of war, 1789-1930
BOX 1 Navy secretaries, 1789-1909
BOX 1 Appointments
BOX 1 1st period (education and experience), 1789-1829
BOX 1 2nd period, 1830-1930
BOX 1 Distribution of cabinet offices by states
BOX 1 Cabinet members, callings, 1789-1909
BOX 2 Cabinet officers in Congress, 1787-1912
BOX 2 Cabinet and Congresses, 1890-1893
BOX 2 Statistics by cabinets, periods 1, 2, 3
BOX 2 Cabinet officers and diplomatic appointments
BOX 2 Cabinet list, complete (ages at appointment), 1789-1930)
BOX 2 Cabinet material, Washington Daily Mirror, 1 May 1845-1 Apr. 1849
BOX 2 Cabinet miscellany, 1789-1919
BOX 2 Cabinet observations, 1897
BOX 2 Cabinet “Rules”
BOX 2 Notes on appointments

(2 folders)
BOX 2 British cabinet, 1600 ff.
BOX 2 Cabinets administrations
BOX 2 George Washington (1789-1790) (1794-1797)
BOX 2 George Washington, cabinet miscellany, 1791
BOX 2 George Washington, (a) cabinet meetings, miscellany and (b) opinions,1793
BOX 2 Thomas Jefferson’s correspondence, vols. IV-VII
BOX 2 Thomas Jefferson’s “Anas”
BOX 2 Albert Gallatin’s writings, vols. I, II
BOX 2 Robert Smith’s removal, etc. (1811)
BOX 2 Cabinet meetings
BOX 2 John Quincy Adams’s memoirs, vols. IV-VI1817-1825
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BOX 2 John Quincy Adams’s memoirs, vols. VI-VIII1825-1829
BOX 2 Andrew Jackson, 1829-1837
BOX 2 Cabinet meetings
BOX 3 Cabinet meetings
BOX 3 John H. Eaton’s “Candid Appeal,” Sept., 1831
BOX 3 Andrew Jackson papers, cabinet materials, 1835-1836
BOX 3 Studies preliminary to appointments to James K. Polk’s cabinet, 1844-1845
BOX 3 W. I. Marcy’s appointment (Polk Papers, Dec. 1844 ff.), 1844-1845
BOX 3 James K. Polk and Martin Van Buren papers, appointments, etc., Polk Cabinet, Nov. 1844-Apr.

1845
BOX 3 Cabinet meetings, James K. Polk, 1845-1849
BOX 3 Polk papers
BOX 3 Lincoln, cabinet appointments, 1861-1865
BOX 3 Andrew Johnson cabinet meetings, 1865-1869
BOX 3 Reconstruction, notes, 1865-1877
BOX 3 President Benjamin Harrison’s cabinet, 1889-1893
BOX 3 William McKinley: cabinet opinion and fact, 1896, 4 Nov.-4 Mar. 1897
BOX 3 William McKinley’s cabinet, 1897-1901
BOX 3 William H. Taft’s cabinet, summaries from votes, 3 Nov. 1908-4. Mar. 1909
BOX 3 Woodrow Wilson inauguration, Tuesday, 4 Mar. 1913
BOX 3 Woodrow Wilson’s cabinet, 1912 ff.
BOX 3 Warren G. Harding’s cabinet, 1921
BOX 3 1915, Secretary Josephus Daniels troubles before destruction (7 May 1915) of Lusitania,

spring/Apr. 1915
BOX 3 Secretary to the president
BOX 3 Senate, 1918-1920
BOX 3 Memoranda, sources, additional items, discrepancies, additions
BOX 3 Miscellaneous notes
BOX 3 Drafts of manuscripts
BOX 3 “The Cabinet Meeting at Various Epochs,” typescript
BOX 3 Memorandum on Hunter and Adee
BOX 3 Correspondence regarding cabinet preface
BOX 3 The President’s Cabinet, agreements (contract of 24 Aug. 1911), royalties, etc.
BOX 3 Articles
BOX 3 “Cabinet Meetings under President Polk,” 1916
BOX 3 “Shall Cabinet Officers Have Seats in Congress?,” 1915
BOX 3 The International (Permanent) Court, 24 Feb. 1923
BOX 3 Stanford Press (California), printing of article on court
BOX 4 Executive branch (vice presidency)
BOX 4 American executive, 1869-1921
BOX 4 Presidents and vice presidents, notes and statistics
BOX 4 Vice presidency, beginning and background notes
BOX 4 Vice president, biographical data
BOX 4 Vice presidential inaugurals and valedictories
BOX 4 Calhoun’s vice presidency, 1825-1832
BOX 4 Vice presidency
BOX 4 “Onslow” v. “Patrick Henry”

Container List

Container Contents
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BOX 4 Calhoun v. P. R. Fendall
BOX 4 Discussion of vice presidency, 1828
BOX 4 George M. Dallas, casting votes
BOX 4 Chester A. Arthur as vice president, notes from Nation (N.Y.) and Harper’s Weekly, Mar.-Oct.

1881
BOX 4 Casting votes, vice president

(2 folders)
BOX 4 Vice president casting vote, 1899-1914
BOX 4 Vice presidency, personnel
BOX 4 Vacancy problems, personnel
BOX 4 Vice presidency, manuscript materials
BOX 4 Miscellaneous correspondence regarding the vice presidency
BOX 4 Text on vice presidency (in part), 1915
BOX 4 Philip R. Fendall pamphlet, “The Vice President,” 1826
BOX 5 Vice presidency
BOX 5 Casting votes, 1789-1815
BOX 5 Vice presidency, details, 1787-1902
BOX 5 Fillmore and Taylor, newspaper gleanings, 1848-1849)
BOX 5 Vice presidency, oath of office, 1789-1913 (material and text): W. L. Sharkey’s letter, 26 Mar.

1853
BOX 5 Vice presidency, origins material, 1787-1789
BOX 5 Personnel of the vice presidency, 1789-1912
BOX 5 Miscellaneous material
BOX 5 Cabinet biography
BOX 5 Cabinet “Days”
BOX 5 Secretaries of state, statistics, 1781-1925
BOX 5 Washington’s cabinet, sundry statistics, 1781-1881
BOX 5 Miscellany
BOX 5 Cabinet
BOX 5 Senate, 1775-1791
BOX 5 Council ideas
BOX 5 Lincoln, cabinet meetings
BOX 5 Colonial councils
BOX 5 Elbridge Gerry material, article on Gerry, 1813-1814
BOX 5 Materials on John Hay, mainly from Thayer’s Life and Letters, 1915
BOX 6 Woodrow Wilson
BOX 6 Woodrow Wilson, clippings
BOX 6 Notes on foreign policy
BOX 6 Amendments to Constitution (notes)
BOX 6 Senate record, 2 Dec. 1918-4 Mar. 1919
BOX 6 Committee on Foreign Relations, Senate, 31 July-12 Sept. 1919
BOX 6 Miscellaneous
BOX 6 Reprints, writings of Learned
BOX 6 Congressional Record, 10 July 1912; 3-4 Feb. 1915
BOX 6 Reprints
BOX 6 Writings of Frederick J. Teggart
BOX 6 Miscellaneous

Container List

Container Contents
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BOX 6 Newspaper clippings
BOX 6 Clippings regarding The President’s Cabinet, reviews, etc.
BOX 7 Bound copy of The President’s Cabinet, Studies in the History of an American Institution by

Learned (bound typescript with notes in Learned’s hand)
BOX 7 American Historical Association reform, 1914-1917
BOX 7 Emma G. Fowler letters, 1907-1910
BOX 7 International Congress of Historical Sciences
BOX 7 Brussels, Belgium, Apr. 1923
BOX 7 Norway-Sweden, 1928
BOX 7 Miscellaneous
BOX 7 League of Nations (1600-1900), Seminar, History 107, Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.,

1920
BOX 7 Letters to New York Times, 12 June 1924; 21 June 1924
BOX 7 Seminar, topics, etc., Oct.-Dec. 1931
BOX 7 Seminar outline

Container List

Container Contents
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