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Schwengel. Chief Clerk: Julian Langston.

Library of Congress Trust Fund Board

An act of Congress, approved March 3, 1925, as amended, created the Library of Congress Trust
Fund Board, a quasi-corporation with perpetual succession and all the usual powers of a trustee, including
the power to “invest, reinvest, or retain investments”’ and, specifically, the authority “to accept, receive,
hold, and administer such gifts, bequests, or devises of property for the benefit of, or in connection with,
the Library, its collections, or its services, as may be approved by the Board and by the Joint Committee
on the Library.” (U.S.C. 2: 154-163)

A notable provision of the act (Section 2, last paragraph) permits endowment funds, up to a total
limit of $10,000,000, to be treated as a perpetual loan to the United States Treasury, at an assured interest
of four percent per annum.

MEMBERS oF THE BOARD on June 30, 1969: David M. Kennedy, Secretary of the Treasury, Chairman;
Representative Samuel N. Friedel, Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Library; L. Quincy Mumford,
Librarian of Congress, Secretary; Arthur A. Houghton, Jr. (term expires March 18, 1973); and
Mrs. Charles William Engelhard, Jr. (term expires March 8, 1970).

Forms of Gifts or Bequests to the Library of Congress

OF MATERIAL

“To the United States of America, to be placed in the Library of Congress and administered therein
by the authorities thereof.”

OF MoNEY FOR IMMEDIATE APPLICATION

General Gift: “To the United States of America, to be deposited with the Treasurer of the United

States to the credit of the Library of Congress, subject to disbursement by the Librarian of Congress.”

Specific Gift: “To the United States of America, to be deposited with the Treasurer of the United

States to the credit of the Library of Congress, subject to disbursement by the Librarian of Congress in

furtherance of [describe purpose which may be any specific purpose consistent with the general program
of the Library of Congress].”

Example: Gift or bequest to the Library facsimile program—*“To the United States of America,

to be deposited with the Treasurer of the United States to the credit of the Library of Congress, sub-

ject to disbursement by the Librarian of Congress in furtherance of the Library facsimile program.

Or ENDOWMENTS OF MONEY, SECURITIES, OR OTHER PROPERTY

“To the Library of Congress Trust Fund Board, to be administered for the benefit of, or in connnection
with the Library of Congress, its collections, or its service.”

NoTe.—Subject to Federal statutes and regulations, gifts, bequests, or devises to the United States
for the benefit of the Library of Congress, including those to the Trust Fund Board, and any income
therefrom, generally are exempt from Federal and District of Columbia taxes.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

The President of the Senate:
The Speaker of the House of Representatives:

SIR:

As required by law, I have the honor to submit a report on the
Library of Congress, including the Copyright Office, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1969. Four issues of the supplement, published
for the convenience of the public as the Quarterly Journal of the
Library of Congress, and a copy of the annual report of the Library
of Congress Trust Fund Board accompany the report.

L. Quincy MUMFORD
Librarian of Congress

Tue Lisrary oF CONGRESS
Washington, D.C.
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In some families a mark on the wall, higher each year, measures the child’s
annual growth. The appendixes of this report are the marks on the wall that
show, in a figurative sense, the growth of the Library of Congress collections
and many of its operations. Looking at them, we see that the collections now
number close to 59,891,000 items. Only 14,846,000 of these are books and
pamphlets, popularly thought of as the conventional format for libraries. The
other 45 million pieces appear in an astonishing number of sizes and shapes and
are formed of many materials. Among them are:

29,572,000 manuscript pieces
3,278,000 maps

97,000 reels of motion pictures
267,000 recordings on discs,

418,000 microfiche and micro- tapes, and wires

opaques 176,000 prints and drawings
330,000 microfilm reels and 3,070,000 photographic negatives,

strips prints, and slides
197,000 reels of microfilmed 40,000 posters

newspapers 1,153,000 volumes in raised
130,000 volumes of bound characters

newspapers 2,001,000 containers of talking

3,317,000 volumes and pieces of books
music 14,000 books on tape

Library users, in person, by telephone, and by mail, presented the Reference
Department with 750,000 questions, the Law Library at the Main Building and
in the Capitol with 150,000, and the Processing Department with 152,000, mak-
ing a total of 1,052,000, an increase of 7.9 percent over fiscal 1968. In addition,
the Legislative Reference Service answered 140,000 inquiries for Members and
committees of Congress. Readers used 2,487,000 volumes in the Library. Another
257,000 were lent for use outside the Library by Congress, Government agencies,
libraries outside the Washington area, and other authorized borrowers.

The number of active users of books on discs and magnetic tape or in braille
increased to over 165,000, who borrowed 5,729,000 items from regional libraries
across the Nation. Innovations in the program were many. Refinements in the
talking-book machine made it easier for the blind and physically handicapped to
operate. During the year the 814 rpm speed, economical because it permits up
to twice as much reading time per record, was adopted for the recording of all
magazines. A pilot study to test commercially available tape cassettes and tape
cassette players brought an enthusiastic response from participating readers. And
finally, the Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped cosponsored, with
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sensory Aids Evaluation and Develop-
ment Center and the American Printing House for the Blind, an experimental
publishing project using “computerized braille.”

From sales of cards and technical publications, applied copyright fees, and
other sources, the Library deposited $7,895,942 in the miscellaneous receipts of
the Treasury. This sum amounted to almost 19 percent of the direct appropria-
tions to the Library for fiscal 1969—$41,712,900. In addition, Congress provided
$1,013,000 for structural and mechanical care of Library buildings and $350,000
for furniture and furnishings in the appropriations to the Architect of the Capitol.

When this report went to press, final action on appropriations for fiscal 1970
had not yet been taken.
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Public Law 90-557, making appropriations for the Departments of Labor and
of Health, Education, and Welfare for fiscal 1969, included $5,500,000 to be
transferred by the Commissioner of Education to the Librarian of Congress for
administration of the National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging. Public
Law 90-575 extended Title I, Part C, of the Higher Education Act, which covers
the program, for fiscal year 1969 and the next two succeeding fiscal years. It
authorized an appropriation of $6 million for fiscal year 1969 and $11.1 million
for the next two years. This section of the act was amended to give the Librarian
of Congress authority to:

Purchase additional copies of a single title of a book acquired through the Title 1I-C
program.

Provide, in addition to cataloging information about currently acquired materials, other
aids such as bibliographies, indexes, guides, and union lists, describing not only current books
but other important materials essential to research.

Pay administrative costs of cooperative arrangements for acquiring for institutions of
higher education, or combinations thereof, library materials published outside the United
States and not readily obtainable outside the country of origin.

Figures such as these, like the marks that measure a child’s height, show growth
in but one direction and do not even hint at intellectual and spiritual enrichment,
at expanding vision and resources, at broadened experience and deepened
wisdom.

The report of the National Advisory Commission on Libraries, “Library Serv-
ices for the Nation’s Needs—Toward Fulfillment of a National Policy,” was
presented to the President on October 3, 1968, by the Chairman of the Presi-
dent’s Committee on Libraries, Wilbur J. Cohen, then Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare. Members of the Commission joined
in a formal presentation at the White House on October 15. Seven months later,
on May 14, 1969, H.R. 10666, a bill to establish a National Commission on
Libraries and Information Science as an independent agency within the executive
branch, was reported by the House Committee on Education and Labor. The
Senate bill, S. 1519, reported by the Senate Committee on Labor and Public
Welfare on May 22 and passed by the Senate on May 23, differed from the
House bill in some respects. The Comrmission would be established as an inde-
pendent body within the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and
would have the authority to accept grants, gifts, or bequests to carry out its
purposes. The Senate bill also specified that one of the Commission’s 15 members
would be the Librarian of Congress.

Orne outcome of the Commission’s activity was the book Libraries at Large:
Tradition, Innovation, and the National Interest, edited by Douglas M. Knight,
Chairman of the Commission, and E. Shepley Nourse, and published by the R. R.
Bowker Company in the fall of 1969. A 664-page resource book based on the
materials of the National Advisory Commission on Libraries, it contains a chap-
ter on “The Library of Congress as the National Library.” In May 1967 Dr.
Knight had asked for a statement looking to the future and giving the Library’s
view of itself as the national library of the United States. The resulting chapter,
prepared by the LC staff that same year, suggests advances, innovations, and
expansion of existing areas that would build and strengthen the national library
and information network of the future; it should be considered as a concept, not
necessarily a prediction. Throughout, however, it is a statement of commitment
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to the central role of the Library of Congress in the development of a national
library and information network.

When directors of the three national libraries—the Library of Congress, the
National Library of Medicine, and the National Agricultural Library—agreed in
June 1967 to adopt common goals in developing their automation programs, they
gave formal recognition to the importance of coordinated efforts in this area. To
identify problems and to recommend cooperative programs, they created a U.S.
National Libraries Task Force on Automation and Other Cooperative Services.
This task force has concentrated its attention on standard bibliographic codes,
automated controls over serial publications, and acquisitions. Near the close of
fiscal 1969 the directors of the three libraries adopted standards for a calendar
date code, a character set for roman alphabets and romanized nonroman alpha-
bets, and a language code. Use of these codes will aid rapid transmission and use
of machine-readable bibliographic data. Acquisitions policies of the three libraries
are also under study to avoid unnecessary duplication, and a national pilot project
to develop a union list of the currently published scientific and technical serials in
the three libraries is planned. Systems studies of acquisitions have been launched
that will build links between mechanized processes in searching and ordering
procedures and eliminate duplication of these steps.

An important step for the future of library automation was the inauguration
of the marc Distribution Service on March 27, 1969, when the first computer
tapes containing LC cataloging data were mailed to subscribers. By the close of
the fiscal year nearly 60 subscribers were receiving cataloging data on tape for all
monographs published in the United States in English and cataloged by the
Library of Congress.

The Marc 11 format has been adopted by the British National Bibliography
for use in the ongoing uk/Marc Pilot Project. Its basic structure is being
considered as a national standard by the United States of America Standards
Institute and has been adopted by the Committee on Scientific and Technical
Information (cosatr), the Federal Library Committee, the Special Libraries
Association, the National Libraries Task Force on Automation and Other
Cooperative Services, and the American Library Association. Through Marc,
libraries can exchange bibliographic information and reduce input costs.

Published in March 1969, the M ARC Pilot Project: Final Report on a Project
Sponsored by the Council on Library Resources, Inc., prepared by Henriette D.
Avram, contains a detailed description of the marc pilot system, including the
tape format, character sets, bibliographic codes, and input procedures, an analysis
of the cost of production during the pilot period, as well as brief summaries of
the computer programs used, and a description of the new MARC system,
evolved from work carried out in the project, that is used for the marc Distri-
bution Service. An appendix gives reports and analyses of the project contributed
by the participating libraries. The mMarc 11 format was published in 1968. Late
in March 1969, the aLa, in cooperation with the Library of Congress, published
MARC Manuals Used by the Library of Congress for librarians and programmers
using the Marc 1t format.

Originally defined for monographs, marc 11 has now been extended to special
types of materials such as single-sheet maps and serials. Its extension to audio-
visual materials will follow. All of these formats will also be published. Near the
end of fiscal 1968, the Council on Library Resources, Inc., granted funds to the
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Library for the development of automated procedures in recording cataloging
information for single-sheet maps. Under the sponsorship of the Library, repre-
sentatives from nine Federal map libraries that have combined holdings of more
than 12 million maps and charts met on November 15 to discuss the status of
automation in their libraries and possible areas for cooperative action and
exchange of information. By the end of fiscal 1969, the Geography and Map
Division, working in cooperation with the Information Systems Office and using
the marc 1 format, had developed a fully automated system of cataloging
thematic maps and was able to produce book catalogs in author, subject, and
shelflist order.

To facilitate the use of MARC as a communications format, the Library has
offered training programs in automation to its own staff and, as part of its respon-
sibility to the Library community, sent members of the 1so staff to participate in
11 marc institutes funded by the American Library Association and intended to
orient librarians in the creation and use of MARrG records.

In the fall of 1968, the Council on Library Resources, Inc., made a grant of
$25,000 to the Library of Congress to support a three-month project to determine
the feasibility of converting LC’s retrospective cataloging records to machine-
readable form. According to the report published in June 1969, the study showed
that “there is widespread interest in conversion, an appreciable amount of on-
going activity (in both actual conversion and in the development of techniques
directly applicable to the task), and evidence that many libraries would be
willing to follow common standards (such as Marc 11 format and uniform cata-
loging practices). To insure the success of a conversion effort, there must be not
only general acceptance of these and other standards but also a willingness on
the part of libraries and the professional associations in the field to give a high
priority to the search for funds adequate to insure a product of value in the
foreseeable future. It is vital to realize that any coordinated effort to convert
retrospective bibliographical information must elicit strong support from the
library community.”

The basic program underlying the automation activities of the Library began
in 1963 with the publication of Automation and the Library of Congress, a
report of a two-year survey by a team of experts headed by Gilbert King. This
has been the general guide, but not a blueprint, for the automation of the Central
Bibliographic System. The first phases of the program—analysis of information
previously gathered by the library staff and a survey of the existing manual
system, a statement of systems requirements projected into the 1970-80 period,
and a functional description of a recommended system—have been completed.
The next step, determination of systems specifications, was underway at the
close of fiscal 1969.

Although it is not the purpose of this introduction to repeat what is told in
greater detail in the chapters that follow, it might be well to call attention here
to several developments in the card distribution program, a program that affects
libraries both in this country and abroad.

Benefits of the implementation of the first phase of carps, Card Automated
Reproduction and Distribution System, are described in the chapter on the
Processing Department. On December 1, 1968, a new series of numbers for LC
printed catalog cards was initiated, distinguished by the initial digit 7. The new
number incorporates a check digit for automatic detection of errors. An alterna-
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tive class number for fiction was also introduced during the fiscal year, printed on
the lower left hand corner of the card below the PZ3 or PZ4 call number used by
the Library of Congress. This move answers a demand by research libraries that
wish to classify fiction in appropriate literature classes. Shortly after the close of
fiscal 1969, new prices for LC printed cards were scheduled to become effective.
The changes simplify the present price structure, distribute costs more accurately,
and reflect economies produced by automation.

In May 1969 the Library received formal approval from the Congressional
Joint Committee on Printing to proceed with acquisition of the equipment
needed to implement Phase II of the system. Implementation of Phase IT will
allow automatic reproduction of cards on demand from Marc records.

That the scholarly or library communities may benefit, many projects and pro-
grams carried on at the Library include publications in their activities or
produce publications as a byproduct. Their titles cover a wide range of subjects
as witness some selected at random: Carl Sandburg, by Mark Van Doren, and
Metaphor as Pure Adventure, by James Dickey, both stemming from literary
programs; Detroit and Vicinity Before 1900: An Annotated List of Maps, and
Facsimiles of Rare Historical Maps; Louisa May Alcott: A Centennial for “Little
Women,” and Poland in the Collections of the Library of Congress: An Ouver-
view; Nuclear Science in Mainland China: A Selected Bibliography, and News-
papers Currently Received and Permanently Retained in the Library of Congress.
Various publications associated with automation activities have already been
mentioned, and a complete list of publications issued during fiscal 1969 appears
as appendix 14.

With a reproduction of Paul Revere’s engraving “The Bloody Massacre Per-
petrated in King Street, Boston, March 5, 1770,” The American Revolution; a
Selected Reading List is the first of several bibliographies planned in connection
with the forthcoming Bicentennial of the American Revolution. By the close of
the fiscal year, the Library had completed the recruitment of a staff of profes-
sional historians for the American Revolution Bicentennial Office, established
under the direction of the Assistant Librarian. The new office will compile pub-
lications and plan and coordinate special events and other activities to exploit
the Library’s resources for the dissemination throughout the Nation of knowledge
of the American Revolution.

Ten new public members and seven former members, among them Arthur A.
Houghton, Jr., who also serves on the Library’s Trust Fund Board, were ap-
pointed to the national American Revolution Bicentennial Commission on July 4,
1969. In addition to the Presidential appointees, the Commission has eight
Congressional and nine ex officio members, one of whom is the Librarian of
Congress.

“*O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!” The Nationel Union Catalog, pre-1956
imprints, volumes 1 to 5, A to Ainswort, has been published,” exulted the
Canadian Library Journal’s reviewer over the first five volumes of this major
catalog compiled by the Library of Congress and published under the sponsor-
ship of the American Library Association, which reached subscribers at the open-
ing of calendar year 1969. Other reviewers in various countries employed
superlatives, hailing the Catalog as “the largest constellation in the Gutenberg
galaxy,” “the greatest single instrument of bibliographical control in existence,”
“the bibliographical wonder of the world,” and an “unprecedented gigantic
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bibliographical enterprise.” Twenty volumes had been published and edited
cards for 41 additional volumes had been forwarded to the publisher by the close
of fiscal 1969. When this report went to press, volume 60 had come off the press
and 40 volumes had been distributed to subscribers. Mansell Information Pub-
lishing, Ltd., publishers of the Catalog, were given the first Robinson Award in
May 1969 by the (British) Library Association for the development of a unique
system for conversion of copy on more than 12 million cards to 610-plus volumes.

Applauding another union catalog, one reviewer wrote: “Think back 10 years
and imagine a need to know where manuscript letters to and from Elias Boudinot
were; or the correspondence of Zebulon Pike, Amy Lowell, or Ambrose Bierce;
or the papers of British Loyalists, Southern secessionists, fur traders, or com-
posers. Or which manuscripts were among the holdings of the Klickitat County
Historical Society, the Park Trammell Public Library of Lakeland, Fla., or the
Hawaiijan Mission Children’s Society of Honolulu. How, 10 years ago, would one
have gone about getting such information?”’ He answered his own question by
citing the National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections, which observed its
10th anniversary on April 29, 1969. The 1967 volume, issued in December 1968,
brings the number of collections described thus far to 20,661, representing hold-
ings in 660 repositories.

Because projected reductions in the appropriations to the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare made funds unavailable for the continued sup-
port of the Monthly Index of Russian Accessions, the Library was forced to
discontinue, with the May 1969 issue, a publication launched in 1948. At the
close of the fiscal year, the Library invited bids from commercial publishers to
publish the World List of Future International Meetings because, as in the case
of the Monthly Index, other Federal agencies had not offered sufficient support-
ing funds for its continuation as a Library publication. These efforts proved
unavailing, however, and the September-October 1969 issue marked the end of
a history that began with the first number in June 1959.

Three awards were made to Library of Congress publications by the Federal
Editors Association in the sixth annual Government publications contest. The
Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress won honorable mention in the
magazine category, and Papermaking: Art and Craft took both first place in
publications over 50 pages and the “Best of Show” award. Papermaking was also
chosen by the American Institute of Graphic Arts as one of the Fifty Books of
the Year, given a certificate of merit in the P1a (Printing Industries of America)
Graphic Arts Award Competition, and selected for the 20th Annual Exhibition
of the Art Directors Club of Metropolitan Washington. Papermaking: Art and
Craft was published to accompany the major exhibition of the same name, an
example of the close alliance between exhibits and publications.

A gift from the American Paper Institute established in the Library of Con-
gress an Exhibition Service Fund to enable the Library to prepare its own
traveling exhibits. Hitherto, booking arrangements have been made by the Smith-
sonian Institution’s Traveling Exhibitions Service. The Exhibits Office imme-
diately began preparation of a traveling exhibit on papermaking to be circulated
through the new service. Another popular exhibition, Preservation Through
Documentation, portrayed the work of the Historic American Buildings Survey.
A preprint of a special feature of the October 1968 Quarterly Journal, reproduc-
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ing photographs and drawings from the exhibition and using the same title,
served as a catalog. Preservation Through Documentation will also circulate as
a traveling exhibition.

The Library paid tribute to Illinois on the sesquicentennial of its statehood in a
major exhibition that opened on December 3, 1968, the anniversary of its entry
into the Union. The materials shown were drawn primarily from the Library’s
collections and many were reproduced in an illustrated catalog, the 23d in the
series on the States. The 21st National Exhibition of Prints displayed 65 works
executed in diverse technical processes and selected by a jury from 1,168 prints
submitted by artists in 40 States. A small catalog was published for this exhibit
also.

On 52 occasions during the year museums, libraries, and other public institu-
tions asked to borrow items from the Library for inclusion in exhibitions, resulting
in the loan of 587 pieces. Several scholarly catalogs were published in connection
with these exhibitions, among them the one for the Rolf Nesch print exhibition at
the Detroit Institute of Arts, the one for the Presidential Inaugural Bible exhibit
at the Washington Cathedral Rare Book Library, and the one for the Arts of
the Young Republic: The Age of Dunlap, 1784-1834, at the University of North
Carolina’s William Hayes Ackland Memorial Art Center.

Loan of items for exhibitions is only one of many ways in which the LC collec-
tions are used by the Nation. Preservation of those collections for present and
future use is a demanding task, often associated by the layman with the restora-
tion of rare books ravaged by time, the repair of manuscripts, or the cleaning of
old prints. Broadly conceived, however, preservation means prevention of de-
terioration as well as restoration after damage has occurred. In addition, a sound
preservation program requires that materials which have reached the “point of no
return” be preserved by some method other than restoring the original.

In preservation of library materials, as in other areas of human activity, an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. It is less expensive to prevent
deterioration than to restore damaged materials. Nor should it be forgotten that
no book or document, once damaged, can ever be restored to its original condition.
During fiscal 1969 the Preservation Office placed major emphasis on consoli-
dating and strengthening its specialized units, established the previous year, thus
clearing the way for major attention in fiscal 1970 to prevention of deterioration.

On July 1, 1969, control of the restoration shops, which had previously func-
tioned under the Government Printing Office, was assumed by the Library of
Congress. The dearth of trained conservators and restoration personnel is one
of the Library’s most serious problems. In an effort to build the necessary exper-
tise, a staff member learned specialized techniques in the restoration of prints
at the Museum of Modern Art and a variety of laboratory procedures for testing
paper at the Barrow Laboratory.

Planning a map restoration shop in the rented building on Pickett Street,
Alexandria, was one of the important tasks of the year. The additional space
available there allows the development of a major map restoration program.
Technical difficulties involved in map deacidification had prevented any efforts
in this direction before 1968. During fiscal 1969, however, it was possible to begin
a small-scale map deacidification program. More than 4,000 sheets were treated
during the year.
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It is estimated that there are over two million volumes in the Library collec-
tions in various stages of deterioration. Not until one realizes that each of these
volumes must be microfilmed if it is to be preserved does the magnitude of the
job facing the Preservation Microfilming Office, formerly the Brittle Books Proj-
ect Office, strike home. At any one time, there are approximately 50,000 brittle
volumes awaiting review and preparation for microfilming.

Central to the preservation of materials is their housing. The words “deferred
without prejudice” reflect the action for two successive fiscal years—1968 and
1969—on the appropriation requests made by the Architect of the Capitol for
$2.8 million for the preparation of final plans and specifications for the Library
of Congress James Madison Memorial Building. The Congressional committees
did not question the need for the third building and seemed fully aware of the
Library’s continuing growth, escalating costs, and the effect of fragmentation
of Library operations and collections, but in view of the overall budget situation
the requests were denied.

Again in 1970, the sum of $2.8 million for the Madison Building was included
in the original budget of the Architect of the Capitol. At the request of the
Congressional Coordinating Committee charged with responsibility for oversee-
ing the construction of the building, however, this figure was increased to
$18,410,000. The revised figure would not only allow for final plans and specifica-
tions but would also enable the Architect of the Capitol to enter into contracts
for excavation and foundation work and for ordering the masonry for the ex-
terior of the building. If the revised request is approved, it will permit construc-
tion in several phases without delays between contracts. Consequently, the
building would be ready for occupancy an estimated two years earlier than the
originally planned single-contract construction schedule. During the early stages
of the fiscal 1970 appropriations hearings, it was recognized that the $75 million
ceiling authorized for construction of a third building by Public Law 89-260 was
no longer adequate. Delay in construction coupled with annual escalation of
building costs indicated that $90 million is a more realistic total.

Meanwhile, during fiscal 1969,.work under the original personal services con-
tract of June 10, 1966, between the Architect of the Capitol and the associate
architects DeWitt, Poor and Shelton was continued under a supplemental con-
tract dated June 24, 1968. The supplementary work will include a refinement of
the preliminary plans approved in August 1967.

These refinements were reflected on Yg-inch-to-the-foot scale plans, delivered
to the Architect of the Capitol and to the Library. As this report goes to press,
the associate architects are transferring the information to 14 ¢-inch plans. The
next step will depend upon the outcome of the fiscal 1970 appropriations requests.

In the meantime, the Copyright Office began operations in its new quarters
in the Crystal Mall, Arlington, Va., on March 31, 1969. Early in fiscal 1970 the
Geography and Map Division also moved to Virginia, relocating in rented
quarters in Alexandria. The Library of Congress now occupies space in 15 loca-
tions, including the Main Building and the Annex.

Seldom can the Librarian of Congress report acquisitions of such magnitude
as the Charles Feinberg collection of Walt Whitman materials and the American
Film Institute deposit of feature films and short subjects. Acquisition of the
Whitman collection fulfills a hope expressed by the Joint Committee on the
Library in 1967, when it passed the following resolution:
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ResoLvep, That the Joint Committee of Congress on the Library, being mindful of
Walt Whitman’s unparalleled contribution to American poetry, his patriotic devotion to
his Country and the rich legacy of his works already on deposit with the National Library,
hereby declares its firm belief in the desirability of the acquisition by the Library of
Congress of the Charles Feinberg Collection of Walt Whitman and expresses its profound
hope that this worthy objective be fulfilled.

An exhibition, Walt Whitman: The Man and the Poet, commemorating the
150th anniversary of the poet’s birth, opened with a preview on May 23, 1969.
Items in the exhibit, drawn from the collection, included the only known manu-
script page of the first edition of Leaves of Grass (1855) and the congratulatory
letter from Ralph Waldo Emerson dated July 21, 1855, in which he tells the
unknown poet: “I greet you at the beginning of a great career.” A grateful
Whitman used the phrase on the spine of the second edition of Leaves of Grass,
published the following year. The original manuscript of “O Captain! My
Captain!” was also displayed.

The exhibit will continue for the remainder of the sesquicentennial year. A
reprint of Walt Whitman: Man, Poet, Philosopher, three lectures presented at
the Library in 1955, the centennial year of Leaves of Grass, was published in
connection with the exhibit opening.

The Feinberg Collection was the largest group of Whitman materials in
private hands and probably the largest and most important ever assembled. Its
addition through the generosity of private benefactors to the Library’s existing
Whitman holdings produces unparalleled resources for the study of the American
poet.

Following the opening of the Whitman Exhibition at the Library on May 23,
a dinner was given by Mrs. Charles W. Engelhard, Jr., and Arthur A. Houghton,
Jr., Presidential appointees to the Library of Congress Trust Fund Board, at
which Mr. Houghton proposed the organization of a group of friends of the
Library of Congress to be known as Fellows. Although Congress appropriates
funds to support the operations of the Library, Mr. Houghton pointed out that
private help is needed if the Library is to acquire the rare books and manuscripts
that are necessary to maintain its position as a scholarly institution. Within
another 50 to 100 years, he said, many valuable items will no longer be available.
To acquire them before they disappear into private collections, the Library must
have assistance.

The deposit in the LC collections by Compagnie d’Entreprises et de Gestion
of 740 feature films and 900 short subjects dating from the 1930’s and 1940’s
was announced on January 10, 1969. The announcement marked a major step
in the cooperative program of the American Film Institute and the Library of
Congress, which aims to make the national film collection the principal deposi-
tory for master copies of American motion pictures. This deposit of 35mm
preprint materials from the rko Film Library assures the preservation of
American screen classics Citizen Kane, The Informer, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, Top Hat, Kitty Foyle, and others.

Under the cooperative agreement concluded by the ar1 and the Library of
Congress in September 1968, the ArI is to provide funds both for acquisition
and preservation of films and for staff and equipment. It has given the Library
an initial grant of $125,000 toward acquisition of American film classics not in
the national film collection, first priority being given to those made between
1912 and 1942. The Library is to house the films, make preservation copies, and
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provide its usual reference services for scholars studying motion pictures on the
Ppremises.

The Library itself played the title role in a 23-minute 16mm film produced
by the Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corporation and released during
the fiscal year. Both color and black-and-white prints are available.

Another landmark was the completion of the 100th year of the Library of
Congress Chinese collection and the beginning of Asian language collections in
American libraries. In 1869 the Emperor of China, in exchange for American
publications, sent 10 titles in 933 volumes to this country. These formed the
nucleus of the collection in the Library that now numbers 370,000 volumes, the
largest in the Western Hemisphere. The earliest printed item in it dates from
AD. 975.

Near the close of the fiscal year, because of severe cuts in the funds transferred
from other agencies to support various projects, the Library, confronted with a
reduction in force of over 200 persons, was compelled to curtail or terminate
some of these operations. The actions are described elsewhere in this report. Each
of the affected activities was important and will be missed by special groups
within the library and scholarly worlds. Each action also necessitated adjust-
ments within the Library that required understanding and cooperation from the
personnel.

Many times in my annual reports over the years I have pointed out that the
vitality of the Library’s services depends in large measure on the members of the
staff. Their commitment to the Library’s hopes, plans, and mission has produced
the busy and fruitful year described in the chapters that follow.



Chapter 1
THE PROCESSING DEPARTMENT

How to do things better and faster in a
rapidly growing program that concerns it-
selff—among other things—with acquiring
materials published in Communist China,
cataloging publications in Bantu and Run-
yoro-Rutooro, finding the right subject head-
ing for a child’s book, filling an urgent order
for catalog cards from a library in a small
town, developing a machine-indexing vocab-
ulary to meet Congressional information
needs, and publishing a 600-volume catalog
kept heads and hands in the Processing De-
partment busy during fiscal 1969. But when
June 30 arrived there were heartening accom-
plishments to show for their work. Among
them were:

* Inclusion, for the first time, of publications
from Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia in the Na-
tional Program for Acquisitions and
Cataloging.

* Through the Public Law 480 Program
acquisition for American libraries of nearly
1,900,000 publications from Ceylon, India,
Indonesia, Israel, Nepal, Pakistan, the United
Arab Republic, and Yugoslavia.

e Completion of a basic study for mechanized
control of the Library’s book purchasing
activities.

* Acquisition through nonpurchase sources of
over 514 million items.

e Establishment of a new and more effective
system of cataloging priorities.

* Organization of an office for editing ma-
chine-readable cataloging copy.

e Attainment of a new high—223,000—in the
number of titles given descriptive cataloging
for printed cards.

* Inauguration of a literature class number for
fiction in English, to meet a long-felt need of
research libraries.

* Combination of annotated and unannotated
catalog cards for children’s literature into a
single series.

¢ Classification of approximately 75,000 titles
by the Dewey Decimal system, a 3.8 percent
increase over fiscal 1968.

* Addition of courses in filing and biblio-
graphic searching to the Library’s cataloging
instruction program.

* Successful implementation of the first phase
of carps (Card Automated Reproduction
and Distribution System).

* Sale of over 63 million catalog cards.

11
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* Growth of the Library’s general catalogs by
over two million new catalog cards.

* Completion of the editing of the 67-volume
quinquennial cumulation of the National
Union Catalog (1963-67).

* More than twice as many pages of camera
copy prepared for the catalogs in book form.

* Recording of 1%, million serial issues in the
Library’s Serial Record.

Acquisitions and Overseas Operations

To meet the urgent needs of American
libraries, the Library of Congress, with au-
thorization from Title II-C of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, in fiscal 1966 initi-
ated the National Program for Acquisitions
and Cataloging (Npac). Through this pro-
gram the Library attempts to acquire and
catalog immediately all current monographs
and monographic series of research value pub-
lished throughout the world and to dis-
seminate the cataloging data as rapidly as
possible. To avoid unnecessary duplication of
effort, the Library has adopted shared cata-
loging techniques wherever possible, using
the descriptive cataloging data already pre-
pared for foreign national bibliographies in
the countries of origin and speeding the data
to Washington for completion and prompt
publication. Countries included in the pro-
gram at the end of the year are shown in the
accompanying table, with the date on which
operations began and the source of the
bibliographical data.

In January 1969 an agreement was con-
cluded with the State Library of the Czecho-
slovak Socialist Republic for an expanded
exchange program and for a shared catalog-
ing program covering Czech and Slovak pub-
lications. Since that date the Library has re-
ceived materials of research value published
in Czechoslovakia with bibliographic infor-
mation prepared for the two national bibliog-
raphies: Cé&ské knihy and Slovenské knihy.
A shared cataloging arrangement with Bul-
garia became effective in the same month,

the Cyril and Methodius National Library
supplying the Library of Congress with pub-
lications issued in that country and entries
prepared for Bulgarski knigopis, the current
national bibliography.

Toward the end of the fiscal year, the
Field Director of Npac activities in East
Africa, en route to Washington, stopped in
London for a discussion with J. D. Pearson,
Librarian of the School of Oriental and
African Studies (soas) of the University of
London, on the possibility of a cooperative
arrangement. Since soas has one of the
greatest single concentrations of knowledge
of the Bantu languages, it could be of invalu-
able assistance to the Library in cataloging
publications in vernaculars for which compe-
tence is not available in the Nairobi office.
Under a provisional arrangement, soas will
prepare cataloging data sheets for all titles
forwarded to it and will return a copy of
each sheet to Nairobi for inclusion in the
Accessions List: Eastern Africa. Another
copy will be sent with the publications to
Washington where processing will be com-
pleted. Arabic titles acquired in East Africa
will be cataloged by the Public Law 480 office
in Cairo and a copy of the entry forwarded
to Nairobi. The African accessions list is now
being distributed to over 530 institutions on
six continents. A supplement to the Decem-
ber 1968 issue listed more than 500 serials
published in Eastern Africa.

In the West German center revised work
procedures and a comprehensive training pro-
gram for all employees produced excellent re-
sults. The Field Director met with officers of
the Deutsche Bibliothek in Frankfurt to dis-
cuss the new German book deposit law and its
effect on the cooperative arrangement with
the Library of Congress. The law, passed in
April 1969, requires all publishers to deposit
one copy of each new title with the Deutsche
Bibliothek. This should nearly double the
number of titles listed in the current national
bibliography. Though the Wiesbaden center
continues to process German-language publi-
cations from Switzerland, responsibility for
Swiss publications in Italian and Romansh



THE PROCESSING DEPARTMENT

13

Year
shared
Country cataloging Source of bibliographical data
coverage
began
Australia 1966 Australian National Bibliography
Austria 1966 Oesterreichische Bibliographie
Belgium 1966 Bibliographie de Belgique
Bulgaria 1969 Bulgarski knigopis
Canada 1966 Canadiana
Czechoslovakia 1969 Céské knihy
Slovenské knihy
Denmark 1966 Det danske bogmarked
Finland 1968 Suomen kirjakauppaleht
France 1966 Bibliographie de la France
German Democratic Republic 1966 Deutsche Nationalbibliographie
Germany, Federal Republic of 1966 Deutsche Bibliographie
Ttaly 1967 Bibliografia Nazionale Italiana
Japan 1968 Ndohon Shiho
Netherlands 1966 Nieuwsblad voor de boekhandel
Brinkman’s Cumulatieve Catalogus
New Zealand 1966 New ZLealand National Bibliography
Norway 1966 Norsk bokhandler tidende
South Africa 1966 South African National Bibliography
South African National Library cards
Sweden 1966 Svensk bokhandel
Switzerland 1966 Das Schweizer Buch
USSR 1968 Knizhnaia letopis’
Vsesoiuznaia knizhnaia palata cards
United Kingdom 1966 British National Bibliography
Yugoslavia 1966 Bibliografija Fugoslavije

In addition, a regional acquisitions center in Rio de Janeiro is responsible for Brazilian publications, and
a center in Nairobi acquires publications from the following arcas: Ethiopia, French Territory of Afars and
Issas, Kenya, Malagasy Republic, Malawi, Mauritius, Réunion, Seychelles, Somali Republic, Tanzania,

Uganda, and Zambia.

was transferred to the Florence center. The
Librarian of Congress and the Deputy Li-
brarian visited both the Wiesbaden and Bel-
grade offices in connection with their attend-
ance at the meeting in August 1968 of the
International Federation of Library Associa-
tions in Frankfurt.

The Assistant Librarian of Congress, while
attending the International Congress on Ar-
chives in Madrid in the fall of 1968, discussed
with the Director General of Archives and
Libraries the possibility of extending the

shared cataloging program to Spain if funds
should become available. Similar discussions
were held in Lisbon with the Inspector Gen-
eral of Libraries and Archives of Portugal.
The Assistant Librarian also visited the shared
cataloging centers in Paris and London.

The Deputy Librarian of Congress visited
the expanded quarters of the Tokyo shared
cataloging office in May 1969 while partici-
pating in the First Japan-U.S. Conference on
Libraries and Information Science in Higher
Education.
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During the course of a visit to Belgrade,
Edmond L. Applebaum, the Assistant Direc-
tor for Acquisitions and Overseas Operations,
successfully negotiated a new contract with
the Yugoslav Bibliographic Institute, provid-
ing additional services of importance to the
Library of Congress. The Library continued
to move toward its goal of placing the opera-
tion of shared cataloging centers entirely in
the hands of local personnel. During fiscal
1969 it became possible to recall the field
directors in France and Scandinavia, bringing
the number of European shared cataloging
centers under the direction of the local staff to
a total of four—London, The Hague, Paris,
and Oslo.

In March 1969 Donald F. Jay, then Chief
of the Overseas Operations Division, and

Warren M. Tsuneishi, Chief of the Reference
Department’s Orientalia Division, traveled to
Tokyo and Hong Kong to explore the avail-
ability of current and retrospective Chinese
mainland publications. Discussions with Sinol-
ogists in Tokyo confirmed their findings that
no new Chinese imprints were currently avail-
able in either Hong Kong or Japan. They also
visited Bangkok to ascertain the feasibility of
a regional program for acquiring publications
from Thailand and neighboring countries.
They concluded that if an office were to be
established in Bangkok, it should be possible
to procure publications from South Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia, and perhaps Burma, as well
as from Thailand. The Field Director, In-
donesia, visited Malaysia and Singapore to
determine the level of publishing in those

National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging

Shared Cataloging Center Activities, 1969

Bibliography Total prelim-
entries Titles Pieces inary cards
received sent to LC sent to LC produced
Belgrade ® 3, 200 3,273 176, 055
Florence 12, 663 8, 486 9, 473 462, 400
The Hague 28, 533 O] 5, 049 240, 440
London 27, 824 11,177 ® 1, 110, 730
Oslo 23, 517 9, 154 9, 987 487, 242
Paris 16, 502 12, 885 *) 679, 625
Tokyo 25, 426 12, 000 15, 056 803, 787
Vienna 7,087 1, 684 2, 604 89,110
Wiesbaden 80, 813 21, 761 25, 120 744, 279
Total 222, 365 80, 347 70, 562 4, 793, 668
1 Information unavailable
Regional Acquisitions Center Activities
Acquisitions, 1969
Purchase Gift Exchange Total Acquisitions,
1968
Rio de Janeiro 2, 816 4,719 10, 803 18, 338 15, 514
Nairobi 9, 243 686 9, 144 19, 073 12, 732
Total 12, 059 5,405 19, 947 37,411 28, 246
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countries and reported that, at a later date,
it may be feasible to include these areas in
an acquisitions program directed by the office
in Djakarta,

As the fiscal year drew to a close, a pro-
posed reduction in the funds supporting NPAG
made it necessary to curtail some activities and
postpone plans for expansion. The shared
cataloging program in Brazil was terminated,
and the Rio de Janeiro office reverted to its
original function as an acquisitions center.
Assignment of racap (Latin American Co-
operative Acquisitions Program) numbers
will continue in Brazil and all rLacar selec-
tions will continue to receive priority treat-
ment in cataloging. The negotiation of agree-
ments for programs in Spain and Rumania
will be deferred, and implementation of the
Higher Education Act Amendments of 1968
(Public Law 90-575) will be postponed until
funding is available. Under the provisions of
this law, the Library of Congress is authorized
to “pay administrative costs of cooperative
arrangements for acquiring library materials
published outside of the States and not readily
available outside the country of origin, for
institutions of higher education or combina-
tions thereof for library purposes, or for other
public or private nonprofit research libraries.”

Public Law 480 Program

Though the program in Indonesia con-
tinued to function throughout fiscal 1969 with
rupiahs carried over from the previous year,
it became clear in the spring of 1969 that these
funds would not last beyond June 30. Arrange-
ments were therefore completed that will per-
mit operations to continue in Djakarta on the
basis of joint support. Interested libraries
were invited to participate and in addition to
the Library of Congress the following agreed
to cooperate in financing the new program:
University of California at Berkeley, Center
for Research Libraries, Columbia University,
Cornell University, East-West Center, North-
ern Illinois University, Indiana University,
University of Michigan, New York Public
Library, and Yale University. Each partici-
pant will be supplied with a uniform set of
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monographic publications, but serial publica-
tions will be distributed on a selective basis to
meet the needs of the individual recipients.
The Center for Research Libraries will share
its set, on the basis of subject content, with the
National Agricultural Library and the Na-
tional Library of Medicine. Publication of the
Accessions List: Indonesia will be.continued.

In November 1968 the Library learned that
financial considerations would require a cut-
back in the program in Israel for the
remainder of the fiscal year. Accordingly, ac-
quisition of English-language publications was
discontinued, subscription renewals were en-
tered for six rather than 12 months, criteria for
the selection of monographs were tightened,
and the supply of newspapers was drastically
reduced. From April through June the acquisi-
tion of monographs was restricted to the pur-
chase of single copies for the Library of Con-
gress. In the spring of 1969 participants were
informed that the Israeli program would have
to be terminated by the close of fiscal 1970. In
response to a request that they consider with-
drawing from the program to permit as ex-
tensive coverage as possible during the final
year, five institutions—Indiana University,
Joint University Libraries, the University of
Michigan, Princeton University, and the Uni-
versity of Virginia—magnanimously with-
drew, leaving a total of 20 participants. To aid
libraries in making an orderly transition to
other procurement channels during the course
of the year, the Field Director, Israel, has
provided participants with information about
dealers. As this report goes to press, it has
been learned that funds might be made avail-
able to carry the reduced program into fiscal
1971.

The Library’s office in New Delhi continued
to acquire and give preliminary cataloging
treatment to publications from Ceylon and
Nepal, as well as from India. Receipt of Cey-
lonese monographs more than doubled as a
result of the appointment last year, on a con-
tract basis, of an efficient local agent. As an
additional service, in November 1968, the
New Delhi office began inserting preliminary
catalog cards in both the vernacular and
English-language monographs sent to the re-
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cipient libraries. A second camera was added
to the microfilming laboratory in January
1969, substantially increasing its capacity. At
the close of the fiscal year, the office was film-
ing 83 Indian, 17 Pakistani, five Ceylonese,
and four Nepali serials, chiefly newspapers, in
addition to 26 official gazettes. A list is avail-
able from the Library’s Photoduplication
Service. :

Despite a period of restrictions, curfews,
labor strikes, and martial law in Pakistan, the
year ended with work on a current basis and
with operations at approximately the same
level as in fiscal 1968. The staff in Karachi
and Dacca offset the effect of the unrest on
publishing and expanded the program’s cov-
erage of Pakistani publications. The acquisi-
tion of non-Pakistani materials was limited to
a relatively few Iranian publications sold in
Karachi. Twelve Iranian serials and four
newspapers were supplied to participating
libraries. The Accessions List: Pakistan was
distributed to 747 institutions and individuals.
M. Adil Usmani in his Status of Bibliography
in Pakistan, 1968, summarized the usefulness
of the list to bibliographers as follows: “The
selection of materials is quite comprehensive
and includes publications of all the Janguages
originating from Pakistan. ... In the absence
of a current national bibliography of Pakistan,
this is the best source at present for Pakistani
publications.”

Under abnormal conditions and without a
full-time field director, the Cairo office con-
tinued to operate, albeit at a reduced level,
and the 25 libraries participating in the pro-
gram were provided with publications that
would otherwise have been difficult to pro-
cure. Acquisitions were restricted to Middle
Eastern publications available in the United
Arab Republic and 84 percent of the materials
obtained were Egyptian imprints. Lebanese
imprints accounted for 15 percent of the total
and the remainder came from Iraq, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Tunisia. Rodney G.
Sarle, Field Director of the program in Paki-
stan, continued his monthly visits to Cairo
and in January 1969 was presented with a
Meritorious Service Award in recognition of
the unusual contribution he has made since
December 1967 in assuming responsibility for
both the Pakistan and the UAR programs.
One additional set of current publications
from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Ceylon, and
Yugoslavia was distributed according to sub-
ject by the overseas offices to the Center for
Research Libraries, the National Library of
Medicine, and the National Agricultural
Library.

A study by Mortimer Graves, executive sec-
retary emeritus of the American Council of
Learned Societies, on the use of Public Law
480 publications was completed under a grant

Public Law 480 Acquisitions

Commercial and institutional Government Total
publications publications January

Total 1962

Country Newspapers  Serials Monographs Serials  Monographs  fiscal 1969 to 1969
Ceylon 1, 527 5,275 9, 823 10, 998 1, 690 29, 313 54, 654
India 169, 961 296, 360 148, 599 141, 359 16, 502 772, 781 5, 032, 562
Indonesia 120, 047 17, 603 6, 489 39, 452 7,119 190, 710 992, 336
Isracl 82,318 102, 039 44, 665 32, 684 6, 844 268, 550 1, 448, 734
Nepal 8,247 30, 898 2, 056 2, 004 580 43, 785 119, 380
Pakistan 56, 445 113, 556 15, 990 12, 794 2, 653 201, 438 1,284, 212
United Arab

Republic 94, 764 32, 766 29, 199 11, 632 1,019 169, 380 1, 853, 655
Yugoslavia 63, 015 108, 173 50, 676 ) @) 221, 864 486, 499
Total 596, 324 706, 670 307, 497 250, 932 36, 407 1,897,821 11,272,032

1 Included in figures for commercial and institutional publications.
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from the Council on Library Resources. Some
of Mr. Graves’ preliminary findings were made
available in articles in the January 1969 issue
of the acLs Newsletter and the March 1969
issue of Language. One recommendation re-
garding stamping the materials provided
through the program has already been im-
plemented. In a related effort to determine
the program’s effectiveness for distribution of
selected English-language publications, the
Overseas Operations Division sent question-
naires to the 290 institutions participating in
that program as well as to 24 libraries receiv-
ing English-language publications through
their participation in one of the area pro-
grams. Replies from 287 institutions indicated
general satisfaction with the materials re-
ceived. The information gathered will assist
the Library in further tailoring the program
to meet the needs of its users.

The Department of State, through its over-
seas facilities and publications procurement
channels, helped to establish purchase ar-
rangements, forwarded information regarding
new publications, stimulated direct exchanges
between the Library and foreign institutions,
and acquired publications for the Library in
regions where other means of procurement are
virtually nonexistent. This aid is invaluable
to the Library’s program for the acquisition
of materials published overseas.

Purchases

Completion of the basic study for mech-
anized control of the Library’s acquisitions
by purchase was the year’s most significant
development in the Order Division. Imple-
mentation of its recommendations will bring
machine assistance to the preparation of
purchase requisitions, payment documents,
followups with dealers, and reports to recom-
mending officers and others who require spe-
cific information concerning titles on order.
Under the projected system, a master record of
each order will be maintained in a machine
file, continually monitored, and updated. The
computer program will reproduce and rear-
range the records as needed, eliminating the
need for copying and filing, and thereby reduc-

365-987 0 - 70 - 3
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ing opportunities for error. The program will
automatically monitor each requisition and
weed files, resulting in an effective and well-
controlled ordering process. Other divisions of
the Library will receive timely information, in
convenient form, about materials in process.
The system is designed for evolutionary devel-
opment. Phase I will introduce off-line order-
ing of individual titles, Phase II will add
blanket orders and continuations. The system
will finally develop into an on-line system that
will make available up-to-the-minute informa-
tion on all titles ordered and in process in the
Order Division.

The Special Reserve Fund, a continuing
fund established by Congress for the pur-
chase of materials of unusual value, was used
to acquire some 1,350 items. Among them
were autograph letters and other manu-
scripts of Henry Clay, Benjamin Franklin,
John C. Fremont, Robert Frost, A. E. Hous-
man, Abraham Lincoln, James Madison,
Edna St. Vincent Millay, James K. Polk,
William Howard Taft, Zachary Taylor, and
George Washington and five maps by John
Melish, one of the foremost commercial
map publishers of the early 19th century.

Exchanges

Stocktaking, planning, and review of ac-
tivities and procedures occupied the Ex-
change and Gift Division throughout fiscal
1969 to a greater extent than usual, The
preparation of a set of operational pro-
cedures that can be used throughout the di-
vision both to promote standardization and
to point up practices peculiar to a given sec-
tion was nearing completion at the end of
the fiscal year. The detailing of assistant sec-
tion heads to areas suffering critical work-
loads or manpower shortages proved so
successful that plans are being made for a
systematic rotation of all the assistant heads
and, to a more limited extent, the section
heads.

The division also gave serious considera-
tion to preparing for its participation in the
planned automation of the Library’s central
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bibliographic system. In July 1968 each sec-
tion began to keep records of the receipt of
materials by country of origin and by the
broad categories of monographs, serials, and
“others.” These records, when completed,
will enable the division to answer requests
for the number of items in each category
received from a given country. The division
has also begun preparing summary sheets for
each active exchange, bringing together per-
tinent information on the basic terms of the
agreement, subsequent modifications, and a
list of periodicals sent and received. New ex-
change arrangements concluded with foreign
organizations and institutions were dis-
tributed geographically as follows: African,
116; Asian, 70; British Commonwealth, 69;
European, 48; Hispanic, 66; and interna-
tional organizations, 57.

Under consideration is a proposal to cen-
tralize the acquisition and distribution of
U.S. Government publications, activities
now carried on by the individual sections
with considerable duplication of effort. Cen-
tralization would eliminate many of the
present complexities and effect important
economies in time and manpower. Attention
continued to be given to the possibility of
preparing a checklist for those non-cro im-
prints that are not listed in the Monthly
Catalog of U.S. Government Publications.
Although it appeared at first that the
Monthly Catalog would not include many of
the titles submitted regularly by the U.S.
Government Publications Bibliographic Proj-
ect, the situation has changed. In recent
months virtually all of the titles forwarded
by the project have been promptly accepted,
and the quality of the rejected items makes
the need for another checklist of Federal
publications doubtful. The Monthly Checklist
of State Publications reached a circulation of
3,980 copies and the first 10 volumes (1910~
19), long out of print, were reproduced on
microcards by a commercial firm.

Procedures for the disposition of surplus
materials, one of the key functions of the
division, were regularized and clarified to as-
sure equitable distribution to all interested
and qualified parties, The materials them-

selves were divided into priority groups. The
collection of duplicate Federal documents
was weeded and by the end of the year, 90
percent of the items retained had been rear-
ranged and card indexed. Members of Con-
gress and other persons acting on behalf
of educational institutions selected over
461,000 duplicates for their libraries. Total
pieces received from nonpurchase sources
amounted to over 5% million pieces.

Documents Expediting Project

Through this cooperative centralized serv-
ice, subscribing libraries, since 1946, have
acquired nondepository U.S. Government
publications that are otherwise difficult to ob-
tain. The project is administered by the Li-
brary of Congress as a section of the Exchange
and Gift Division. During the fiscal year 139
subscribers in 44 States were supplied with
over 282,000 documents, among them these
11 new members: University of California at
Santa Cruz, Drake University, Hunter Col-
lege, University of Illinois (Chicago Circle
campus), New York University Law Library,
Occidental College, University of Pittsburgh,
North Texas State University, University of
Texas (Austin), University of Texas at Ar-
lington, and Wesleyan University.

Gifts

The complete list of donors to the Library of
Congress would read like a Who's Who.
Names such as Ansel Adams, Hannah Arendt,
Wernher von Braun, Truman Capote, James
Michener, Philip Roth, Lessing J. Rosenwald,
and Igor Stravinsky give some idea of the
range of notable persons whose gifts during
the year have enriched the national collec-
tions. From these and other generous donors
came personal papers, literary and musical
manuscripts, rare books, photographs, and
special collections totaling more than 900,000
individual items. Some of these gifts are de-
scribed in detail in issues of the Quarterly
Journal of the Library of Congress and others
are mentioned in chapter 3.
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Source of Nonpurchase Acquisitions, 1969

[1 Gifts, general collections, 10.2%
Gifts, special collections, 5.9%
International exchange, 9.2%
Bl Domestic exchange, 0.3%

[ Public Printer, 15.5%

State agencies, 3.7%

BZ3 Federal agencies, 46.3%
Copyright, 8.6%
Other, 0.3%
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Cataloging

In February 1969 the Library inaugurated
a new order of cataloging priorities. Catalog-
ing has been governed by a 20-year-old system
of four priorities: the first, rush; the second,
hasten; the third, standard routine; and the
fourth, discontinued in 1963, not so much a
priority as a kind of interim cataloging that
did not result in printed cards. With the rapid
expansion of acquisitions and cataloging pro-
grams in recent years, the kinds and numbers
of titles assigned to rush cataloging reached
such proportions that priority one overbal-
anced other priorities. Moreover, first priority
was asked for a mass of materials without
proper differentiation relative to the mission
and needs of the Library as a national insti-
tution. The overhaul has resulted in a new
schedule of seven priorities in which the Li-
brary’s responsibilities to the Congress, to the
Federal Government, to the research libraries,
and to the general library community have
been balanced as carefully as possible. The
most noticeable change is the higher priority
accorded to current American trade
books and Federal and State Government
publications.

The Library is making a concerted effort to
speed up its processing of these high-priority
materials. As a result in part of the break-
down of the former system, the time required
in recent years for cataloging and printing
cards for much high priority material has be-
come altogether too long. In any system in
which processing operations are necessarily
split up by function, the result is multiple han-
dling of the materials and many possibilities
for delays. These delays can reach an alarm-
ing total. A campaign has been launched to
imbue all participants in the processing cycle
with a sense of mission to see that materials
keep on the move, to provide the necessary
physical facilities for their transport from sta-
tion to station, and to ensure continuous mon-
itoring of all operations. Early results have
been encouraging and promise dramatic im-
provements.

Machine-Readable Cataloging Copy

Designed, created, and nurtured by the
Information Systems Office, the Marc Pro-
duction Group in mid-March 1969 became
an office responsible for the weekly distribu-
tion of bibliographic data on magnetic tapes
to 34 subscribers. This transition was formal-
ized in April when Mpc was transferred from
150 to the Processing Department and became
the marc Editorial Office. Though pestered
by the gadflies of the computer age, machine
failures and human oversights, the office has
made several notable advances since its incep-
tion. It became obvious toward the end of
March that the office could handle more than
its original commitment to input to the MARc
data base all English-language monographs
published in the United States. The scope was
gradually broadened with designated members
of the English Language Section of the Shared
Cataloging Division andall members of the
English Language Section of the Descriptive
Cataloging Division sending their manuscript
cards to the marc Editorial Office. The
increase, finally representing about 400 rec-
ords per week, was gradually incorporated
into the workload and by the end of the fiscal
year, it was apparent that the commitment of
the office could soon be formally extended to
include imprints of all monographs published
in the English language and cataloged by the
Library of Congress. Although the Marc Dis-
tribution Service had been in operation only
three and a half months when the fiscal year
closed, in that time the number of subscribers
rose from 34 to 58.

Descriptive Cataloging

Ateso, Bemba, Hausa, Kamba, Kikuyu,
Lango, Lozi, Luganda, Luo, Lusoga, Nyanja,
Nyiha, Runyankore-Rukiga, Runyoro-Ruto-
oro, Swahili, Tonga, Tumbuka, Yoruba, and
Zulu—these are the names, most of them un-
familiar to Western ears, of African languages
in which, during the fiscal year, the Descrip-
tive Cataloging Division cataloged publica-
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tions for the first time. Another first was the
cataloging of Armenian publications. Still
another was the printing of cards for books
in Old Church Slavic, cataloged many years
ago. Since the Government Printing Office
did not have type fonts for the required non-
Russian characters, however, cards were not
printed. A special project to add the non-
Russian characters by hand made production
of the cards possible. Progress on romanization
tables for several languages was evident: the
Sinhalese table will appear during fiscal 1970
in Cataloging Service; the Tibetan table, after
approval by the Library’s Orientalia Process-
ing Committee, has been submitted to the
American Library Association’s Descriptive
Cataloging Committee for concurrence; and
suggestions from scholars are being embodied
in the final draft of the table for Ambharic.
More than 25 additions and changes to the
Anglo-American Cataloging Rules were devel-
oped by the division and approved by both the
Library of Congress and ALA.

The 1963 annual report explained the rea-
sons for the decline in the amount of copy re-
ceived under the cooperative cataloging pro-
gram and specified the categories of material
for which copy was still being requested. The
National Program for Acquisitions and Cata-
loging has expanded the Library’s capabilities
and fiscal 1969 saw the formal conclusion of
the cooperative cataloging program, except for
the Chinese, Japanese, and Korean copy sent
by one university library. Termination of the
program was effected in two phases. First, co-
operative copy was not requested when the
Library of Congress had the book or expected
to receive it. Second, working closely with
cooperating libraries in identifying the mono-
graphic series for which they were automati-
cally supplying copy, the Descriptive Catalog-
ing Division ensured the future cataloging of
these series by the Library of Congress.

Despite a reduction in force at the close of
fiscal 1969, the division processed 149,500
titles, of which 117,900 were cataloged for
printed cards.

21
Shared Cataloging

Despite a continuing turnover in personnel
and a cutback in staff toward the end of the
year, the Shared Cataloging Division, in its
third year, cataloged almost 101,000 new titles,
an increase of 39,000 or 63 percent over fiscal
1968. The French Section was moved to new
quarters to alleviate crowded conditions, and
the Slavic Section was expanded to handle the
publications of two additional countries,
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. Under the pro-
gram, cooperating libraries receive depository
sets of Library of Congress printed catalog
cards and report their orders for titles pub-
lished in shared cataloging countries for which
they find no LC cataloging information. Of
175,610 such reports for post-1965 titles, 77
percent were already covered by printed cards,
were in the process of being cataloged, or had
already been ordered. After consultation with
the Shared Cataloging Committee of the Asso-
ciation of Research Libraries, the Library dis-
continued searching its cataloging arrearage
for 195665 imprints. The number of reports
received for pre-NPAc imprints had dropped
considerably in recent months, indicating that
most of the cooperating libraries had com-
pleted reporting titles in their own cataloging
arrearages. A brief questionnaire on the alpha-
betization, grouping, and frequency of ship-
ment of the depository sets of cards brought
responses from 84 of the participating libraries.
The majority favored the prevailing practice
of alphabetization by main entry, separate
grouping of Oriental imprints, and daily
shipments.

Since early 1967 the shared cataloging cen-
ter in Paris has been processing French agri-
cultural publications and sending them to
Washington for cataloging by the Library
of Congress and subsequent forwarding to the
National Agricultural Library. This coopera-
tive arrangement was expanded during fiscal
1969 to agricultural publications from Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, and Scandinavia. The
program for printing National Library of
Medicine subject headings and classification
numbers on LC catalog cards for Dutch, Eng-
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lish, German, French, and Italian medical
publications was extended to Belgian, Scandi-
navian, and Swiss materials.

The Descriptive Cataloging, Shared Cata-
loging, and Serial Record Divisions together
cataloged 223,000 titles for printed cards, an
increase of 26,000.

Subject Cataloging

In response to a demand from research li-
braries that wish to classify English-language
fiction in the appropriate literature classes
rather than follow LC practice, the Library,
since October 1968, has provided a literature
class number for all titles that the Library of
Congress classifies in PZ 1, PZ 3, and PZ 4.

Annotated catalog cards for children’s
literature—the AC series—and the un-
annotated cards issued for the same titles were
combined into a single series in January 1969.
The new cards, still designated AC, include
annotations and contain subject headings and
added entries suitable for use both in catalogs
representing general library collections and in
separate catalogs for children’s collections.
These cards also appear in the National Union
Catalog, in the Library of Congress Catalog—
Books: Subjects, and in the proofsheet service.
The new cards represent books intended for
the preschool, or very youngest, readers up to
those in high school, or 14 years of age, and all
books issued by juvenile publishing depart-
ments for young adults, 14 years old and
above. They cover most U.S. imprints, foreign
imprints for which there is an American dis-
tributor, and imprints included on the list of
best children’s books prepared annually by the
Package Library of Foreign Books. The pro-
gram of preparing annotated cards for pre-
1956 imprints in the Library of Congress
juvenile collections continues for titles appear-
ing in current lists of children’s books in print.
Since the inception of the combined card pro-
gram, 1,450 currently acquired titles have been
processed; during the first half of the fiscal
year 2,984 annotated cards were prepared un-

der the two-card program. The Executive
Committee of the aLa Cataloging and Classifi-
cation Section has approved the “Library of
Congress cataloging of children’s literature as
the national, uniform standard.”

Children’s and school librarians expressed a
growing interest in the authority lists used by
LC catalogers and the philosophy and policy
they follow in applying subject headings to
children’s books. Accordingly, the Library
published in September 1969 an auxiliary list
of subject headings that appear only on the
annotated cards, together with a statement of
the principles underlying application of sub-
ject headings to children’s literature.

Subclass KF (Law of the United States) ap-
peared in a preliminary edition in August 1969.
It was applied during the fiscal year to 6,490
titles in 18,997 volumes in the Law Library’s
collections. The final draft of Subclass KE
(British Law) is in preparation. Application
of this schedule to the currently cataloged
and retrospective holdings of the Law Library
should commence during fiscal 1970. In addi-
tion, preparatory work on the general part of
Class K, the Law classification, is in progress.

Because of limited manpower and funds,
the Library, with the assent of the ArL
Microfilming Dissertations Committee and of
University Microfilms, discontinued its com-
pilation of a subject index to Dissertation Ab-
stracts. The longstanding, cooperative ar-
rangement ceased with the June 1969 issue,
which completed volume 29. Beginning with
the July issue, subject access was provided by
the publication’s staff in the form of a xwoc
(Key Word Out of Context) automated in-
dex. In the final year of the program about
42,600 headings were assigned to 19,500
abstracts.

Subject cataloging of all types of materials
to be represented by printed cards reached a
new high of 200,400, a figure that includes
the work of the Music Section of the Descrip-
tive Cataloging Division. Volumes shelflisted
during fiscal 1969 totaled close to 245,200, an
increase of 20 percent.
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Cataloging Instruction

Courses in filing and in bibliographic
searching were given by the Cataloging In-
struction Office in 1968-69 in addition to sub-
jects previously offered. In the first, the filing
rules were systematically taught and the
proper use of the rule book in solving special
problems was explained. Nineteen filers in the
Catalog Maintenance and Catalog Publica-
tion Division attended the two sessions of this
course. Eighteen searchers in the Serial Rec-
ord, Order, and Descriptive Cataloging Divi-
sions were instructed in application of the
cataloging rules to searching with the book in
hand. A followup course is planned on search-
ing information supplied orally or on written
slips.

The brief introduction to cataloging was
given to 20 shelflisters in the Subject Catalog-
ing Division, to an equal number of staff
members from the Information Systems Of-
fice, and to 14 persons from five divisions of
the Reference Department. Thus, the pro-
gram originally conceived as a method of
meeting the critical need for catalogers by
supplying intensive instruction in theoretical
and practical cataloging for cataloger-trainees
is also supplying valuable training to others on
the staff who need background in various
aspects of the cataloging process. The three
intensive, full-time classes in descriptive cata-
loging supplied 50 percent of the catalogers
appointed during the year in the Descriptive
Cataloging Division and 65 percent of those
appointed in the Shared Cataloging Division.
A total of 151 staff members successfully com-
pleted the courses offered by the Cataloging
Instruction Office.

Dewey Decimal Classification

The Decimal Classification Division classi-
fied 74,400 titles, an increase of 4 percent over
the record set in fiscal 1968. Except for some
juvenile works, coverage included all current
titles in English cataloged by the Library plus
a limited number of titles, chiefly in the fields
of the natural, physical, applied, and social
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sciences, in French, German, Italian, Spanish,
and Portuguese. Dewey Decimal numbers were
provided for all titles in the MARG program
except juvenile fiction. In midyear the divi-
sion began assigning class numbers to adult fic-
tion in English, thus providing an added serv-
ice to those libraries, chiefly in colleges and
universities, that classify fiction.

A completely new schedule for law was
drafted for inclusion in the 18th edition of the
Dewey Decimal Classification planned for
publication in 1971. Other schedules and
auxiliary tables that the Decimal Classifica-
tion Editorial Policy Committee had not al-
ready reviewed were discussed and approved
with minor changes at a meeting in October
1968. At year’s end, index cards had been
made for virtually all the sections of the forth-
coming edition. Still to be completed are a
final editorial review and final substantive
updating to cover the latest information and
most recent concepts. At its meeting in April
1969 the Editorial Policy Committee consid-
ered the criteria for the 10th abridged edition.

With a view to furthering the shared cata-
loging program, the Chief of the Decimal
Classification Division, while on a visit to the
United Kingdom in the spring of 1969, dis-
cussed matters of mutual concern with the
staff of the British National Bibliography.
Since January 1969, they have used the 17th
edition of the Decimal Classification as the
basis for assignment of classification numbers.
While in England he also met with the (Brit-
ish) Library Association’s Dewey Decimal
Classification Subcommittee. During the fiscal
year he again served as a member of the Sub-
committee on Universal Decimal Classifica-
tion of the U.S. National Committee for the
International Federation for Documentation.

Processing Services

After months of planning, the first phase of
the Card Automated Reproduction and Dis-
tribution System (CARDS) was put into opera-
tion in October 1968. By June, regular orders
received on the new forms designed expressly
for this system were being shipped within
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seven days, provided the cards were in stock.
Information generated by the system as to
the frequency of orders for particular cards
will help shape the inventory during fiscal
1970 so that out-of-stock reports can be
reduced.

At the close of the fiscal year, the majority
of subscribers were using the new forms, which
permit faster and more reliable service. Multi-
part compatible forms became available from
commercial suppliers early in calendar 1969,
with the result that more and more libraries
have been able to take advantage of the new
system.

So far the operations depicted in the flow
chart for Phase I have been successfully auto-
mated. Information on the new order slips
(the subscriber number, a code indicating the
desired type of handling, and the stock num-
ber of the catalog cards) is read by an optical
character reader at a speed of 1,200 documents
per minute. The reading system was designed
to recognize 25 common typewriter fonts, in-
dicated by a statisticial survey to be those
used by most libraries in preparing orders for
catalog cards. Experience so far has shown
that the system will recognize not only these
but also many other commonly used type-
writer fonts. Handprinting, in special boxes
provided on the form, can be recognized but
with a higher reject rate.

Once read, the data from the form are con-
verted to machine-readable fluorescent bars
automatically sprayed on the back of the order
slip, enabling four high-speed sorters to ar-
range the order slips automatically in card
number sequence. The sorters, like the char-
acter reader, operate under computer con-
trol at a constant rate of 1,200 documents
per minute. The primary purpose of the sort-
ing operation is to speed the actual drawing
of cards from stock. Since all orders for the
same title are now together, they can be filled
at the same time.

The mechanical sorting by card number
produces another improvement in the card
drawing operation. Under the manual sys-
tem, about 30 percent of the orders could not
be filled because of lack of stock. In the new

system, the order slips, once sorted, are com-
pared by the computer with a magnetic tape
listing of the numbers of known out-of-stock
cards; order slips listing those numbers are
sorted out by machine and sent directly to the
reprinting unit to await the arrival of new
stock, thus bypassing the card drawing unit
and reducing the workload of that unit by 20
to 30 percent.

After the orders have been filled, the third
principal automated operation takes place.
Printed catalog cards have been placed behind
the order slip; the intermixed cards and or-
der slips are then sorted by machine into sub-
scriber number sequence, so that all of the
slips and cards for a particular subscriber are
brought together, ready for mailing. Addresses
and invoices for each shipment are also printed
out by the computer at this point, and the
completed orders are now ready for manual
packaging and shipment.

As the term “Phase I”’ indicates, the system
is intended not only to stand alone, but also
to become the first part of a larger system de-
signed to automate the entire order-filling and
card-printing operation, from the incoming
order to the outgoing shipment.

Card Distribution

Midway in the fiscal year the Library initi-
ated a new series of catalog card numbers, dis-
tinguished by an initial digit of 7 and called
the “7 series.” Special alphabetic prefixes and
suffixes are no longer used as a part of the
card number. The new numbers, by benefiting
the operations of the Card Division, improve
its services to subscribers. In the first place,
one series for all catalog cards simplifies the
numbering system and arangement of stock,
reduces the space that must be left for stock
expansion, and decreases the machine time
required in the Card Division’s new auto-
mated system. Secondly, the new numbers in-
corporate a check digit, as do most credit card
account numbers, for automatic detection of
virtually all errors made by subscribers in
transcribing numbers on orders for catalog
cards.
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The LC catalog card number on the verso
of the title page has become a standard feature
of almost all books issued by American pub-
lishers. Each year more and more publishers
request preassigned numbers and in fiscal 1969
their number grew to more than 7,500, a 10-
percent increase over the previous year. Pub-
lishers gave the Library close to 38,000
advance copies of their new titles for catalog-
ing and wholesale distributors lent almost
6,000 additional titles.

Sales of printed cards declined almost 20
percent in fiscal 1969 largely because, in com-
parison to fiscal 1968, libraries had less Federal
money to spend on books and hence required
fewer catalog cards. There were, however, in-
creases in some individual categories. The sale
of cards for phonorecords, motion pictures,
and filmstrips has shown a consistent gain in
recent years and in fiscal 1969 cards for tapes
were added to the stock. More than 100,000
audiovisual items are now covered by Library
of Congress printed cards. It is not surprising
that the demand for proofsheets has continued
to grow, since the proofsheet service provides
the most economical method of obtaining cata-
loging information. Over 26 million proof-
sheets were distributed in fiscal 1969, an in-
crease of 19 percent over 1968. The special
customer service to supply cards on given sub-
jects on standing order is a popular one with
family names continuing to be the topic of
greatest interest.

For the first time women were added to the
staff of the Mail and Shipping Unit, bringing
with them notable changes. Production in-
creased, orderliness improved, and morale was
higher.

Union Catalogs

Several records were broken by the Union
Catalog Division in fiscal 1969. Over 54,000
searches were made to locate specific titles,
nearly 7,500 more than in the previous year
when disruptions of both academic and urban
life caused a transient decrease in queries.
Requests from both institutions and individ-
uals continued to attest to broad interests.
Scholars, booksellers, and reprint firms asked

about items ranging from literary and reli-
gious tracts, early medicine, and natural his-
tory to esoteric or currently “in” subjects,
such as the Hindu sacred writings.

Well over 1,000 new library symbols, devel-
oped since publication of the ninth edition of
Symbols Used in the National Union Catalog
of the Library of Congress, will appear in the
forthcoming 10th edition, retitled Symbols of
American Libraries. Organizational and juris-
dictional changes, especially in emerging State
and regional systems, which vary from a for-
mal structure with central and subordinate
units to a loosely joined cooperative system,
accounted for many of the new symbols. In
New York State, for two county cooperative
library systems alone, nearly 100 symbols had
to be established. Composition for the 10th
edition, which came out in October 1969, was
done on the Linotron at the Government
Printing Office.

Of the 30,000 titles in the 1968 issue of the
National Register of Microform Masters, dis-
tributed early in 1969, about 24,000 were
listed for the first time. Some 6,000 serials and
monographs not represented by Library of
Congress printed cards were cumulated from
earlier issues.

With the Bibliographical Center for Re-
search, Rocky Mountain Region, in Denver,
the Library of Congress began in March 1969
a one-year experiment to test the use of a
regional switching center in interlibrary loan.
Selected academic libraries with doctoral pro-
grams and certain member libraries of the
center are participating in the program, which
also involves LC’s Union Catalog and Loan
Divisions.

Orders for copies of cards under given
authors required editing portions of the
National Union Catalog. Some of the authors
had been mercifully modest in their output
but others, writing over a span of years—nota-
bly Bertrand Russell—produced multitudi-
nous works, published in numerous editions
and translations.

Work continued on the seventh edition of
Newspapers on Microfilm, companion publi-
cation to the National Register of Microform
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Masters. Approximately 1,300 original letters
and 1,000 followups, sent to libraries, histori-
cal societies, and commercial firms in 47
States, resulted in the receipt of 8,000 reports,
3,000 of them for holdings not previously rep-
resented in the division’s Microfilming Clear-
ing House. Two issues of Microfilming
Clearing House Bulletin appeared, one in
April and one in June 1969.

Other Card Catalogs

Ever since the present system of general
card catalogs was begun in the spring of 1898,
various solutions have been sought to the
increasingly complex problems of growth and
maintenance. Division of the catalogs, which
would reduce the complexity of the files, would
also have advantages if publication of a sub-
ject component is undertaken. The division
of the Official Catalog, mentioned in last
year’s report, was completed in fiscal 1969.
The Catalog Maintenance and Catalog Pub-
lication Division received 3,841,000 cards for
preparation and distribution to the Library’s
numerous catalogs and files, a new high.
Inquiries concerning materials in the process

New Cards Added to the Main and Official
Catalogs, 1960-69
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of being cataloged, answered by the Process
Information Service, increased 72 percent.

Catalogs in Book Form

Ten years after the first generous grant from
the Council on Library Resources made pub-
lication of the National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections possible, the sixth
volume (1967) appeared in November 1968.
The Council continued to underwrite the pri-
mary costs through supplemental grants until
July 1964, when Congress appropriated funds
to continue the catalog as a part of the
Library’s publications program. During the
10 years, 23,150 collections in 734 depositories
have been cataloged. In the project’s early
days, it was estimated that there were 30,000
collections in 1,400 depositories, but since then
it has been found that collections are being
formed constantly and that new repositories
are assiduously collecting material and report-
ing it. The anniversary was observed in April
1969 with a meeting of the 12-member Ad-
visory Committee and a reception in honor of
some 75 persons who have been closely con-
nected with the development of the publica-
tion. Among the problems considered by the
Advisory Committee were the inclusion in the
catalog of descriptions of oral history records
and the frequency of publication of cumula-
tive indexes. The series is a vade mecum for
researchers seeking to locate manuscript col-
lections pertaining to their subject fields, as
well as for librarians and archivists. There are
no limitations on the time, place of origin,
or subject of the collections recorded, and the
range of materials reflects the great wealth of
manuscript holdings in the United States.

In May 1969 Mansell Information Publish-
ing, Ltd., publishers of the National Union
Catalog: Pre-1956 Imprints, received the first
Robinson Award from the (British) Library
Association. The award was presented in
recognition of Mansell's development of a
unique system for converting copy on over
12 million cards to the 610-plus volumes that
will form the pre-1956 National Union Cata-
log. The award-winning system centers on
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the sequential camera, built to Mansell’s spec-
ifications by a firm of optical and precision
engineers and designed to accept standard
3x5 cards, to photograph from them only that
matter indicated by sense markings previously
applied, and to record this in consolidated
sequences on film in a form suitable for making
up pages of the printed volumes. The camera
itself, which intricately combines mechanical,
electromechanical, optical, and electronic ele-
ments, is largely automatic in operation, and
asks only to be loaded with 200-foot spools
of film and to be constantly supplied with
stacks of camera-ready cards. By the close of
the fiscal year, 20 volumes had been published,
and edited cards for 41 additional volumes
had been sent to the publisher. Responsibility
for this work centers in the National Union
Catalog Publication Project, established with
funds transferred to the Library of Congress

Growth of the Annual Issues of the
National Union Catalog

No annuals were published in 1962 and 1967 as they
were included in the five-year cumulations.
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by the American Library Association.
Editing of the five-year cumulation of the
National Union Catalog (1963-67) was com-
pleted and the volumes published. To produce
the 49,304 pages of the quinquennial’s 72
volumes, the Library prepared 1,012 cubic
feet of mounted copy weighing 10 tons. If
each of the three columns of text on these
pages were separated and laid end-to-end,
the resulting column would extend for more
than 38 miles. In round numbers, the 59
volumes of the catalog proper contain 1,321,-
000 catalog entries for 931,000 titles and give
1,288,000 locations. An additional 5,221,000
locations for post-1955 imprints are given in
the Register of Additional Locations, which
comprises eight volumes of the quinquennial.
Two volumes of Motion Pictures and Film-
strips and three volumes of Music and Phono-
records make up the rest of the quinquennial.

Serial Record

Fiscal 1969 was the third successive year
that, at its close, found the Serial Record
Division with no backlog of unaccessioned
materials. Over 114 million serial issues were
cleared and forwarded. This is the result of
concentrated effort at peak periods and con-
tinued study of ways to" accelerate the work-
flow. A realignment of duties made each
senior accessioner responsible for a desig-
nated area of the serial record, for meeting
quotas, and for training new accessioners, thus
freeing the supervisors for other tasks. The
transfer of the serial cataloging staff from the
Descriptive Cataloging Division, reported last
year, has resulted in a successful melding of
related functions. Production of catalog cards
for current serial publications has increased
and plans are under way for elimination of
the long-standing arrearage of bound volumes.
Many English-language serials are now being
cataloged from the first issue received. This
practice will be extended to all serials of this
type as rapidly as staffing will allow and should
improve service to card subscribers. Heavier
demands on the division’s reference service
required installation of another telephone line
and an additional reference assistant.
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In its 16 years of existence, New Serial
Titles has listed 210,000 serials. This sur-
passes the number contained in the third edi-
tion of the Union List of Serials in the United
States and Canada, covering the years
1665-1949, and its two older companion
publications, International Congresses and
Conferences, 1840-1937, and List of the
Serial Publications of Foreign Governments,
1815-1931.

The Chief of the Serial Record Division
again served as chairman of the U.S. National
Libraries Task Force on Automation and
Other Cooperative Services. Since much of
the task force’s effort has been concerned with
the problem of automating the control of
serials, his work as its chairman was closely
related to his work as division chief. Liaison
with automation projects underway in other
research libraries, particularly those of the
University of Chicago, Columbia University,
and Stanford University, has a direct correla-
tion with LC activities as the library com-
munity moves toward more adequate control
of serial publications.

Technical Processes Research

The three principal areas of responsibility
assigned to the Technical Processes Research
Office (TPR) are evaluation and improve-
ment of the Library’s devices for bibliographi-
cal control, participation in the development
of the Library’s automation program, and
liaison with agencies outside the Library in the
field of information systems.

Access to the collections by subject is an
essential part of the Library’s apparatus for
bibliographical control. It is of paramount im-
portance, therefore, to evaluate existing sub-
ject headings as well as current practices in
their formulation and to consider the rela-
tionship of subject headings to the classifica-
tion schedules. Intensive reexamination of this
aspect of bibliographic control will produce
subject headings that can be used to advantage
not only in conventional card and book cata-
logs but also in a computer system.
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To supply background data for this review,
TPR has undertaken an evaluation of the
suitability of LC subject headings for machine
searching. The first phase of the study involves
analysis of subject headings on 1,000 cards in
the 1968 series. Their relationship to the LC
and Dewey class assignments for the same
titles will be studied on both the sample cards
and currently issued MARG tapes.

Several considerations of the future of the
Library’s public catalogs seem to suggest that
advantages would accrue from closing off the
present catalog and starting a new one as of
an appropriate date. Such a course would
make possible the complete revision of the
subject heading list. The steps required to ac-
complish such a revision have been outlined
by TPR.

The authority file of names used in catalog-
ing is another basic part of the Library’s biblio-
graphical control apparatus. The statistical
design of a full-scale study of LC name author-
ity records (NAR) was completed in fiscal
1969, and the drawing of a sample from the
Official Catalog was well under way by the
end of June. The study will describe the char-
acteristics and uses of these records and make
recommendation as to their potential utiliza-
tion in a computer environment.

The findings of the study will provide basic
information for:

Determination of conversion and storage require-
ments for 2 machine-readable Nar file.

Development of format recognition logic as an
aid to conversion of cataloging data to machine-
readable form.

Investigation of machine search codes and other
data compression techniques.

Estimation of the workload of updating and
maintaining a computerized Nar file.

Analysis of the compatibility of existing headings
with the Anglo-American cataloging rules.

Determination of the requirements for a machine-
readable NAR in the Library of Congress and in
other libraries.

Filing arrangement is not commonly
regarded as an aspect of bibliographical con-
trol, but in a large file the display pattern of
catalog entries has a critical bearing on their
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use. Since large book catalogs can be produced
by computer, TPrR and 1so have been work-
ing jointly for some time to develop the com-
puter’s capability for library filing. Further
work was done on the skep (Sort Key Edit)
program to give it a generalized capability to
use indicators and subfield codes in the MARC
I format. Even in its present form, skep has
been successfully applied to computer-
produced catalogs and listings for the Legisla-
tive Reference Service and the Science and
Technology Division.

A solution to the problem of arranging
entries in the machine-readable file of LG
subject headings is development of a fully
operational system for its maintenance, up-
dating, and use. Although 1so has primary
responsibility for this task, TPr has assisted by
analyzing the filing arrangements in the sub-
ject heading list and formulating algorithms
for their identification, by studying the re-
quirements for editing the list with respect to
accuracy and to content designation (addition
of subfield codes and the like), and by de-
veloping a technique for verification of merg-
ing accuracy in producing a cumulated file.

Also in the area of filing, TPR analyzed the

ALA Rules for Filing Catalog Cards to identify
exceptions to alphabetic filing. The results
show that these rules are not suitable for di-
rect application to computer filing programs.

Several studies were conducted in anticipa-
tion of the need for information as the marc
records increase in size and coverage. A de-
tailed analysis was made of the extent and
character of changes in LC catalog records
after their initial publication. The findings
will be useful in estimating the workload of
updating the growing file of machine-readable
records. As an aid to determining require-
ments for expanding the coverage of marc,
the occurrence of nonroman characters on LC
cards was estimated. A somewhat different,
more impressionist approach was used in a
joint TPr-1s0 effort to evaluate the utility of
labeling data elements in the MaARrc 11 format.

Trr played a key advisory role in the de-
velopment for the Legislative Reference Serv-
ice of an indexing vocabulary that will satisfy
LRs information needs and still maintain close
compatibility with LC subject headings.
Achievement of this goal has an important
bearing on the Library’s ability to create a cen-
tral bibliographical store.



Chapter 2 - THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE SERVICE

Richard Jefferies, the 19th-century Eng-
lish essayist and novelist, once wrote: “It is
the peculiarity of knowledge that those who
really thirst for it always get it.” Where the
Legislative Reference Service is concerned,
Members and committees of Congress dis-
played a powerful thirst during fiscal 1969.
Again, for the fifth consecutive year, Con-
gressional requests for research and informa-
tion assistance reached record heights, with the
Service responding to 140,267 inquiries.
Although this level of demand exceeded that
of the previous year by 6.6 percent, it is not
to be assumed that Congress’ thirst for knowl-
edge has been quenched, for it is likely that
Lrs will receive and answer an ever-growing
number of inquiries in each succeeding year.
Finding and developing the resources to meet
these demands provides the challenge—and
excitement—of working in the Lrs.

Why do Members of Congress, their staffs,
and committee staffs rely so heavily upon the
Service? The pace of events, both domestic
and foreign, is one reason. Knowing what is
happening in the world and why it is happen-
ing is a never-ending obligation for Members.

The month of July witnessed stormclouds
gathering in Czechoslovakia. In August the

two major U.S. political parties held their
quadrennial national conventions. New York
City schools were prevented from opening in
September by a teachers’ strike. Apollo 7 and
its three-man crew were launched in October
as a final test effort for a lunar probe. In
December the astronauts of Apollo 8 com-
pleted a space voyage around the moon and
members of the crew of the U.S.S. Pueblo
were freed after 11 months of captivity.
Expanded Vietnam peace talks began in
Paris in January. In February student disrup-
tions continued to plague campuses across this
country. During March President Nixon
toured Europe, Soviet and Communist
Chinese forces clashed on the Manchurian
border, and as the month closed, Gen. Dwight
D. Eisenhower died. April brought contro-
versy over the Administration’s decision to
deploy the antiballistic missile system, the
North Koreans downed an unarmed U.S.
reconnaissance plane, and Charles de Gaulle
resigned as President of France. In May Presi-
dent Nixon and the National Liberation Front
exchanged proposals for a peace settlement in
Vietnam, Supreme Court Justice Abe Fortas
resigned under attack, Apollo 10 astronauts
flew a lunar landing craft within nine miles
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of the moon, and Sirhan Sirhan received the
death sentence for the murder of Senator Rob-
ert F. Kennedy. The fiscal year closed with the
naming of a new Chief Justice of the United
States, Warren E. Burger, and the announce-
ment of troop withdrawals from Vietnam.

The research staff of Lrs followed these
events through the months as absorbed and
concerned as any citizen, while producing for
Congressional use a steady stream of facts and
figures, analyses and evaluations, touching on
every one of the events mentioned as well as
countless others.

If a Member of Congress were expected
simply to absorb information on topics of cur-
rent interest, he might count himself fortunate.
But there is always the possibility that the
legacy of the past and the consequences of
future actions may cause complications. Not
only does Congress consider, debate, and vote
on major national and international issues
that are being given extensive coverage in the
communications media, but it must also look
ahead to emergent problems in such areas as
agricultural policy, tax structure, education,
civil rights, and international trade. On these
and other problems Lrs provided significant
research and information support.

Research services are supplied in the main
by senior specialists, specialists, and analysts
assigned to the eight subject divisions of the
Service. For the most part reference services
are supplied by the Congressional Reference
Division. Supporting each of these activities
are the librarians and library technicians of
the Library Services Division. A review of the
work of the people in these units will tell the
story of the Lrs in fiscal 1969.

Research Services

The American Law Division, headed by
Harry N. Stein, responded to 10,328 requests
and prepared several thousand research
reports, a number of which appeared as Con-
gressional publications. The staff of the divi-
sion spent a considerable portion of the year
dealing with highly technical legal questions
relating to courts and judicial reform. The

nomination of Justice Fortas and his subse-
quent resignation from the Supreme Court
heightened Congressional interest in this area.
Research reports were prepared analyzing new
proposals for the selection and tenure of
judges and the power of Congress over the
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
One highlight of the year was the issuance of
a report analyzing those Supreme Court deci-
sions during the period of the “Warren
Court,” 1953-68, that modified earlier inter-
pretations of the Constitution or established
new constitutional principles.

Problems relating to crime also occupied
the time of the research staff. For example, a
Senate subcommittee asked for a thorough ex-
amination of bills dealing with organized
crime. Other research reports were prepared
on topics such as street demonstrations and
campus protests, the drug problem, wiretap-
ping, and gun controls.

The presidential campaign and election also
stimulated many requests for research service.
Particular concern was evidenced over the
consequences should the election be decided
in the House of Representatives. This concern
culminated in renewed interest in changes in
the presidential electoral procedure, and the
division answered many requests on this con-
troversial subject.

The Economics Division, headed by Julius
Allen, found that questions on inflation and
taxes weighed heavily among the 7,870 in-
quiries answered by the division in fiscal 1969.
The legislative struggle over the tax surcharge,
which at fiscal year’s end was still unresolved,
accounted for much of the Congressional in-
terest in the broader field of taxation. As tax
reform measures were introduced and the de-
bate began on limiting Federal expenditures,
the division’s economists became increasingly
involved in developing analytical reports, pro
and con studies, statements, and other re-
sponses suited to the individual needs of Mem-
bers. Not only were numerous reports written
on these subjects, but division analysts also
engaged in extensive consultations with Mem-
bers and their staffs, providing information in
person on technical aspects of the issues. So
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intense did these issues become that four
members of the division spent most of their
time, particularly in the latter half of the year,
unearthing and analyzing information on
avoidance of Federal income taxes by persons
with high incomes, tax liabilities under various
tax reform proposals, foundations and other
tax-exempt organizations, depletion allow-
ances for minerals, tax incentives and credits,
and similar topics.

In addition to the heavy load of queries
arising from the attention of Congress to infla-
tion and taxation, staff economists dealt ex-
tensively with questions on the Federal budget
and appropriations, foreign trade and foreign
economic relations, transportation, communi-
cations and the postal service, labor, housing
and urban development, industry and busi-
ness, and consumer protection.

The researchers of the Education and Pub-
lic Welfare Division, under the leadership of
Frederick B. Arner, noted that much of their
work in fiscal 1969 reflected Congressional
concern with testing and probing the results
of legislation passed in previous years. Many
of the 7,750 requests handled by the division
involved filling informational gaps relating to
the operation of existing welfare, health, and
education programs. Exercising their legisla-
tive oversight and investigative function, vari-
ous committees of Congress held numerous
hearings on program developments and prob-
lems. Before as well as during many of these
hearings, division analysts assisted in the
preparation of staff studies, held briefing ses-
sions for Members, helped to develop ques-
tions for witnesses, and provided general
assistance to supplement that of committee
staffs.

The division participated in preparing a
history of the Senate Labor and Public Wel-
fare Committee, which is celebrating its 100th
anniversary. Describing the committee’s activi-
ties in the fields of health, education, employ-
ment manpower, and poverty as well as many
other topics, the history is now at the Govern-
ment Printing Office and will be ready for
publication during fiscal 1970 as a committee
print.

365-987 O - 70 - 4
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In the Foreign Affairs Division, directed by
Charles R. Gellner, Congress’ desire to expand
its role in determining foreign affairs and na-
tional defense policy was apparent in fiscal
1969. Of the 5,950 inquiries coming to the
division, a significant number related to the
facts' and assumptions underlying past and
present Administration policies and actions in
the international relations and military affairs
areas. Because of increased Congressional in-
terest in certain basic premises of U.S. foreign
policy, division researchers were frequently
called upon to prepare reports describing vari-
ous countries and regions throughout the
world and the relationship of the United States
to those countries and regions.

National defense issues received equal at-
tention. Problems associated with the proposed
antiballistic missile system, the so-called mili-
tary-industrial complex, and the costs of
weapon systems generated numerous requests
for high-level policy research. To meet the
breadth and depth of Congressional demand
for information on foreign policy and national
defense issues, the division prepared a sub-
stantial number of multilithed reports, which
provided background on the political, econ-
omic, and social conditions of countries
throughout the world. One such report, for
example, examined the question of the limits
and responsibilities of American power.

The division also provided a considerable
amount of committee staff assistance, prepar-
ing research reports for, among others, the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the
Senate Government Operations Committee.

The Government and General Research
Division, during the course of the fiscal year,
made strides toward channeling its research
efforts into four major areas. Under the
guidance of Donald G. Tacheron in the first
part of the year, before his appointment as
Deputy Director of the Service in February
1969, and of James D. Carroll, former As-
sistant Chief, in the latter part of the year,
the division was subdivided into the U.S.
political institutions and processes group, the
urban and metropolitan government group,
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the public administration group, and the his-
tory and governmental affairs group.

Topics that required major reports and
studies—the division responded to 13,260
inquiries during the year—included presi-
dential electoral reform, proposals for Con-
gressional reorganization, problems of student
unrest, and changes in the postal system.
Analytical assistance was also provided to
Members and committees on such subjects as
political conventions, political violence, and
civil rights.

The division, in addition, launched a num-
ber of new activities and projects during the
year, including help with the development of
the Seminar for Freshman Congressmen, a
program designed to introduce new Repre-
sentatives to the workings of Congress.

The staff of the Natural Resources Division
under Tom V. Wilder dealt with 2,215 re-
quests during fiscal 1969. Many of these cen-
tered on traditional resource problems such as
forestry, agriculture, and water development
but a number reflected broader Congressional

concern with questions of environmental

quality and productivity.

Division research efforts during the past
fiscal year indicate that the challenge of
protecting our natural environment has drawn
Congress ever closer to the consideration of
questions related to environmental pollution,
the enhancement of natural beauty, preven-
tion of further land, water, and atmospheric
deterioration, the control of cumulative un-
desirable side effects of technological de-
velopments, and the impact of an exploding
population on both city and rural landscape.
Highlighting the division’s activity in the en-
vironmental area was the role of staff members
in the development of the report entitled 4
Congressional W hite Paper on National Policy
for the Environment, issued under the joint
auspices of the Senate Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs and the House Committee
on Science and Astronautics.

Congress is given a wide variety of research
services in the broad field of scientific research
and development by the Science Policy Re-
search Division, led by Charles S. Sheldon II.

The division responded to 2,488 inquiries dur-
ing the year. A significant proportion of these
involved personal consultations and confer-
ences with Members of Congress, their staffs,
and committee staffs. Division personnel,
moreover, helped produce a number of major
reports that were issued as committee prints
or documents. Among these were an examina-
tion of the prospect of utilizing computers and
associated systems in small business operations
for the Senate Select Committee on Small
Business, a study of the work being done in
Federal scientific laboratories for the Subcom-
mittee on Science, Research, and Develop-
ment of the House Committee on Science and
Astronautics, a forecast of the policy issues
in science and technology expected to arise
in the years ahead for the same subcommittee,
and an analysis of the problems associated
with the area of chemical and biological
weapons for the Special Subcommittee on the
National Science Foundation of the Senate
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare.
Other reports of special significance were

. prepared during the year in the fields of aero-

nautics and space, biology and health, atomic
energy and radiation, science organization and
management, earth sciences, and information
science.

Research and consultative services of the
most expert character are given to Members
and committees of Congress by the Senior
Specialists Division. The nationally recog-
nized professionals in this division, along with
their senior specialist colleagues in the subject-
oriented divisions, prepared a number of ex-
tensive reports, authored documents that ap-
peared as Congressional publications, assisted
at various committee hearings, and were avail-
able for continuing consultations and briefing
sessions on issues of legislative concern.

Reference Services

Although every division of Lrs handles some
reference inquiries, the Congressional Refer-
ence Division provides the bulk of the service
in this area. Completing its second full year of
operation as a distinct organizational entity,
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the division in fiscal 1969 answered 88,473
requests, 63 percent of the total number of
inquiries answered by the Service. The bene-
fits that have accrued to the Service since the
formation of the division in January 1967 have
been evident. Subject specialists in other divi-
sions of the Service have been able to devote
more sustained attention to complex research
assignments. The division itself, through the
employment of professionally trained librar-
ians and other information specialists, has been
able to develop more efficient techniques for
gathering and conveying information.

The types of requests handled by the
division—which is composed of two organiza-
tional segments, the General Reference Sec-
tion and the Special Reference Section—are
far-reaching. Does a Member want a copy of
the latest book on U.S. foreign policy? an
article from an issue of U.S. News and World
Report? a copy of yesterday’s column written
by James Reston for the New York Times?
the latest Lrs multilithed report on rural eco-
nomic development? a bibliography of news-
paper and magazine articles on urban vio-
lence? or a review of editorial opinion in the
Nation’s newspapers on a particular subject?

The Member may ask for elusive statistics
on soybean production or on the Washington
Monument. He may need the exact wording
of a quotation by Winston Churchill or bio-
graphical information on the President of
France. Or perhaps he wants to use the facil-
ities of the Congressional Reading Room at
the Library.

Assistance to Members who need materials
with which to respond to information requests
from their constituents was provided through
a more efficient system, developed during the
year. A high school student in Iowa writes
his Congressman requesting information on
lunar probes. A housewife in Texas asks about
the woman suffrage movement. A college stu-
dent in New York wants to know how gradu-
ate fellowships may be obtained. Inquiries of
this kind are sent by the hundreds to Mem-
bers each day—and in many cases the Con-
gressional Reference Division is asked to
supply materials from which the Member can
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prepare answers. Government publications
and pamphlets, reports of universities, founda-
tions, and other private organizations, news-
paper and magazine clippings, and similar
printed materials bearing on the subject at
hand—all were used in responding to some
47,000 such inquiries handled by the division
during the year.

To expedite replies to recurrent constituent
inquiries, previously handled on an individual
basis, the division developed a substantial
number of information kits covering various
subjects, tailored to specific educational and
age levels. These kits contain Lrs multilithed
reports already developed by divisions of the
Service, printed materials, and annotated ci-
tations to books and articles suggested as
further reading. The use of this system aided
immeasurably in keeping the division’s work-
load at an even pace during the year.

By constantly revising procedures and ex-
perimenting with new methods, Division Chief
Paul Vassallo and his administrative staff
found that 73.6 percent of the total inquiries
assigned during the year were treated in 15
minutes or less while another 24.5 percent
took from 15 minutes to an hour to complete.
At this rate of production, 44 percent of the
division’s requests were answered on the same
day they were received and 97 percent within
one week or less.

Bibliographic Services

This-was a year of innovation for the
Library Services Division, which provides
central bibliographic services to all the re-
search and reference divisions of the vLrs.
Consideration was given to the possible role
the division could play in providing new and
expanded information services to Lrs staff
and to Members and committees of Congress,
and decisions were implemented to make the
division the hub of an information network
that will enable these users in the years ahead
to have access to information on a scale and
to a depth unprecedented in the history of
the Lrs.

Division Chief Norman A. Pierce and his
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staff developed a number of objectives to be
reached during the year: closer interaction
between the research and reference divisions
and the Library Services Division on biblio-
graphic needs, expanded coverage of research
materials in public affairs with a view toward
acquiring the most pertinent ones in quantity,
development of up-to-date bibliographic con-
trols to provide more intensive subject analysis
of materials, participation in the development
of systems for retrieval of information stored
in data banks in the division, cooperation with
other staff members in developing a selective
dissemination of information system for Lrs
research staff and, eventually, for Congress,
and building work operations to utilize com-
puters and associated equipment to the fullest
extent. Progress was made during fiscal 1969
toward all of these objectives.

Of particular significance was the improve-
ment of bibliographic control, For many years
it had been recognized that subject headings
for indexing public affairs and those for cata-
loging Lrs reports were not compatible. Nor,
in fact, was either set of terms consistent or
satisfactory in itself. As the Service gave in-
creasing thought to automating bibliographic
and information activities, the need for one
standard set of indexing terms became
pressing.

Frederick J. Rosenthal, who had been head
of the division’s Subject Specialization Section
and chief bibliographer, was appointed to the
newly established position of Specialist in In-
formation Organization and Control. With a
task force composed of Library Services Divi-
sion and Lrs administrative staff members as
well as complementing groups from the Tech-
nical Processes Research Office of the Process-
ing Department and the Information Systems
Office, he began constructing an Lrs Indexing
Vocabulary (Liv) designed to function in an
automated environment.

After meetings with information specialists
of government and private organizations who
had experience with computerized biblio-
graphic control and after intensive review of
existing thesauri, indexing vocabularies, and
subject heading lists, a preliminary draft of

Liv was completed in June 1969. It consisted
of some 3,700 items listed on 600 pages tran-
scribed from cards via the Administrative
Terminal System (aTs) and recalled from
permanent computer storage into a computer-
prepared page format. The vocabulary is
intended to encompass the broad areas of
public affairs assigned to the Lrs research divi-
sions. In selecting indexing terms for the pre-
liminary draft, the objective was to include
those that would have value in analyzing cur-
rent periodical and documentary literature as
well as Lrs reports and that will facilitate com-
puter retrieval and computer catalog pro-
duction of references to this body of literature.

An equally significant bibliographic activity,
the creation of an experimental system of se-
lective dissemination of information (sp1) for
certain LRs research staff, was also undertaken
by the division. With the technical assistance
of Information Systems Office analysts respon-
sible for computer systems design, an sbpr sys-
tem was developed to provide a pilot group of
researchers with bibliographic control over
English-language books, magazines, govern-
ment documents, and university and other
private organization studies that relate to Con-
gressional issues in their respective subject
fields. Following identification of subject pro-
files for each researcher, the bibliographic
staff of the division examined all appropriate
material coming into the Library and sent
annotated bibliographic entries on the mate-
rial to the computer via ATS equipment.
Through computer manipulation, the experi-
mental group began to receive printouts of
citations to information in their assigned leg-
islative subjects. In addition to the spr print-
outs, author and subject catalogs were also
prepared by the computer from the informa-
tion analyzed by the bibliographic staff, The
LRs is planning to make this service available
to interested Congressional and committee of-
fices soon.

Other Automation Activities

For many years LRrs has published the Digest
of Public General Bills and Resolutions. Famil-
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iarly known as the Bill Digest, it contains sum-
maries of all public bills and resolutions and
describes changes made in each one during
its course through the legislative process.
In addition, the Bill Digest provides informa-
tion on the status of legislation, lists of public
laws passed thus far in the session, an index
of Congressional sponsors, and an index of the
legislation by subject. .

It is obvious that the faster the Bill Digest
can be produced and distributed, the more
current and useful its contents will be, The
Irs has found that use of the computer has
reduced preparation time substantially and
permitted much greater flexibility in handling
the textual material during the editorial stage.

At present, the Service has six of its on-
line terminals located in the Bill Digest Sec-
tion of the American Law Division and
connected directly to the Library of Congress
computer. New bill digests and changes in
previous entries are typed directly into the
machine when they are completed or when
new status information is received, without
regard to sequence or location in the printed
text. The computer stores the data, replaces
obsolete text with corrected copy, and adds
new material. On the command of the ter-
minal operators, the computer types out the
completed copy, ready for offset reproduction,
different portions being composed and pro-
duced simultaneously on the six terminals.
Among many advantages of the system is the
ability to change previous entries, to add new
text simultaneously, and to produce copy with
justified margins and appropriate type fonts
ready for reproduction by the Government
Printing Office. These improvements, plus the
acceleration in the preparation of the text
itself, have appreciably reduced the time be-
tween the cutoff for addition of new mate-
rial and distribution of the new issue to
Congress.

A new information medium, the Legislative
Status Report, is also prepared with computer
support. This report is designed to help Mem-
bers and staff to track major legislative actions
of the current Congress. It identifies and pulls
together the legislation that is receiving atten-
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tion in both Houses, groups it into 22 subject
areas, and gives its current status. Each bill is
briefly described in terms of what it does, as
contrasted to the more detailed legal sum-
maries contained in the Bill Digest. The Status
Report is designed to answer such questions as,
“What is the current session doing in the field
of civil rights . . . in education . . . for vet-
erans? or “Where does the foreign aid bill
stand at present?” In addition, it provides a
checklist of the major appropriation items re-
quested in the President’s budget, showing the
amounts recommended by the committees and
the sums finally approved.

Again, the faster this information can be
organized and prepared for printing, the more
helpful the data will be to the Congressiona}
user. To reduce delay to a minimum, the
Legislative Status Report is prepared in type-
script within LrRs and duplicated in the
Library of Congress. A single terminal in the
Government and General Research Division
feeds the copy for the Status Report into the
computer, which stores it and makes any nec-
essary revisions. Through the terminal, mate-
rial is also retrieved and automatically pre-
pared for reproduction on the Library’s dupli-
cation machines. The ability to add material
without regard to sequence and to change
outdated material in seconds is particularly
useful in the case of the Status Report inas-
much as its copy does not come from a single
administrative division, as in the case of the
Bill Digest, but instead is made up of selections
and descriptions from the various subject spe-
cialists in all LRs research units.

The Service prepares over 13,000 reports
and memoranda each year, and of these, some
350 are selected as being of such general inter-
est that they deserve duplication in quantities
of several hundred copies each. Known as Lrs
Multilithed Reports or “Green Sheet” reports,
they are kept up to date and in print, with a
stockpile of some 800 to a thousand titles avail-
able at any given time. Each month a list of
new titles, printed on the green sheets that
gave the reports their nickname, is sent to all
Congressional offices. The Service received re-
quests for over 200,000 copies of the reports
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from Congressional offices during the past
year, an indication of their increasing use as
briefing material on legislative issues and as
background information for replies to specific
queries in Members’ daily mail.

To increase their usefulness to the Members,
the Service has provided a yearend listing
which describes all Lrs multilithed reports in
print and arranges them by subject with a
detailed index in the back. In past years this
was done manually, which required the re-
typing of this 100-page document each time
new material was inserted in the various sub-
ject breakdowns. Now, with the use of the on-
line terminals, this material is added to,
revised, and updated each week, and the edi-
tor is able to call out the material as camera-
ready copy, on demand. It is hoped that this
added flexibility will allow production of the
index on a more frequent basis.

ADP Assistance With Committee Activities

While Lrs has been examining its opera-
tions to see which could be accelerated or
strengthened in depth by computer proce-
dures, it has also been responding to queries
from Congressional offices about applica-
tions to their own activities. For instance, Lrs
collaborated with the Banking and Currency
Committee of the House in designing a com-
puter-supported system for the preparation
and maintenance of its official calendar. An
operator, typing on a special typewriter ter-
minal in the committee’s office, can store in
the Library of Congress computer all the in-
formation needed to keep its legislative

calender up to date. At the operator’s com-

mand, the computer will accept corrections
or additions or will type copy ready to
forward directly to the printer. Also, on the
command of the typist-operator, the ma-
chine will type out particular portions of the
stored information as well as information
from the Lrs files—data from the Legislative

Status Report or the Bill Digest, for example.
The program was so designed that it can be
used by other committees should Congress
feel that the extension of the system is
desirable.

In another important area, Lrs personnel
joined representatives of the General Ac-
counting Office and the Office of the Clerk
of the House in a working group on auto-
matic data processing for the Congress. To
date, this group has been preparing selected
background information for the Subcom-
mittee on Electrical and Mechanical Office
Equipment of the Committee on House
Administration.

Entering the year’s final quarter, the Serv-
ice not only looked back on the developments
of the year that was ending—new areas of
research in public affairs, new methods of
answering reference requests, new auto-
mated techniques for greater bibliographic
control of resource materials, expanded
automated information services—but also
looked to future Congressional needs. To
meet the research and information needs of
the Congress in the seventies, a number of
task forces were established in May 1969 to
explore and make recommendations con-
cerning the mission, operations, and future
of the Lrs. Composed of research and ad-
ministrative staff from all units of the Serv-
ice, the task forces were assigned to examine

'such topics as future Congressional informa-

tion and research needs, new services for
Congress, improvements in LRs work prod-
ucts, and organization of the Service. At
year’s end, the task forces were actively work-
ing on their reports and recommendations.
Benjamin Franklin said, “An investment in
knowledge pays the best interest.” Through its
reappraisal LRs seeks to ensure that the Con-
gress and the Nation get the highest possible
return from the investment in the Legislative
Reference Service.



Chapter 3
THE REFERENCE DEPARTMENT

In many libraries the relationship be-
tween the staff of the Reference Depart-
ment and the collections is well developed.
At the Library of Congress the benefits of
such a relationship are keenly felt. Here
reference librarians and subject specialists
are active in locating materials, in recom-
mending items for purchase, and in seek-
ing gifts. They process the many formats
that come into their custody in addition to
books—maps, prints, tapes, records, manu-
scripts, sheet music, films, and photographs,
for example. And always they are looking
for ways to bring the wealth of material in
the collections into the hands of those who
need it.

Acquisition by the Library of two major
bodies of materials, the Charles E. Fein-
berg Walt Whitman Collection and the
rko Film Library, alone would mark the
past fiscal year as an exceptional one. Differ-
ing widely in format and content, both are
of extraordinary value for the cultural his-
tory of the United States. They typify the
collections of special materials that involve
the Reference Department in their acquisi-
tion, processing, and exploitation.

An extensive survey of the Library’s

Slavic collections, undertaken during fiscal
1969, provided another measure of the
depth of the collections. In 1966 a commit-
tee of the American Council of Learned
Societies decided on a thorough inquiry into
the present state of studies in the United
States concerning the countries of Eastern
and Southeastern Europe. The library
aspect of the survey was handled by an ad-
visory committee consisting of scholars and
librarians. Formed in 1968, it was to deter-
mine the strengths and weaknesses of East
European holdings in North American

libraries and to recommend improvements

in library resources in this subject area as
well as better methods of disseminating in-
formation about them and stimulating their
nationwide utilization. A detailed 12-page
questionnaire was circulated to 340 scholars
and librarians at 137 institutions. Prepara-
tion of answers to the questionnaire gave the
Library of Congress an opportunity to re-
view its massive resources in this field by
country, subject, period, language, and
type of material, in both quantitative and
qualitative terms and on a scale never at-
tempted before. The findings revealed that
sustained collecting efforts over six decades

39



40 REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS, 1969

have clearly established the Library of Con-
gress as the leading library center for Slavic
and Eastern European studies in the West-
ern Hemisphere. In fact, the survey indicated
that the Library’s collections in this area
amounted to over 350,000 monographic,
nearly 12,000 serial, and 660 newspaper titles.
The vast LC resources relating to the Soviet
Union were not included.

As part of the continuing attention given to
building collections to meet national needs,
the Reference and Processing Departments
have combined efforts to ascertain the avail-
ability through commercial channels of mater-
ials published in Mainland China. A trip by
the Chief of the Orientalia Division and the
Chief of the Overseas Operations Division to
Japan and Hong Kong in the spring of 1969
has been described in the first chapter of this
report. Although the trip revealed that few
new Chinese publications are available out-
side the Chinese mainland, it was valuable as
an up-to-date review and will lead to frequent
and periodic reassessments,

Library collections are assembled to be used.
One of the ways in which the LC collections
have been used was in the doctoral program
in American Thought and Culture jointly
sponsored by the Library of Congress and the
George Washington University, and an-
nounced in last year’s report. In September
1968 the Library began its direct participation
by offering a 6-credit research orientation
seminar on Americana collections in the
Library of Congress. Participating students
were introduced to the Library’s collections of
Americana and to opportunities for further
research under the direction of the specialists
on the Library staff. Extended presentations
were given by specialists from the Geography
and Map, Manuscript, Rare Book, Prints and
Photographs, and Music Divisions, and shorter
programs were presented by members of the
General Reference and Bibliography and the
Serial Divisions. Topics discussed in the orien-
tation seminar and illustrated by items in the
collections were the American cartoon as his-
torical evidence, American maps and map-
making in the 19th century, 21 episodes in the

history of American music, rare Americana
and the history of American publishing, and
the use of manuscripts in cultural history. Fol-
lowing the seminar, several students began
reading courses under the direction of Library
staff members. For example, the Chief of the
Rare Book Division directed a course on the
history of printing and the book.

An important byproduct of the Library’s
efforts toward better control of the collections
is the interchange with other libraries of the
benefits of improved methods in this field.
For example, the pilot project for the com-
puterized cataloging of single-sheet maps,
conducted by the Geography and Map Di-
vision with a grant from the Council on
Library Resources, Inc., has demonstrated
that the distribution of map cataloging data
on magnetic tape is feasible and would be
beneficial to map libraries. Another byproduct
was the Conference on Automation in Fed-
eral Map Libraries, held at the Library on
November 15, 1968, under the sponsorship of
the Geography and Map Division. Repre-
sentatives of 10 Government map libraries,
including the Library of Congress, reported on
the status of automation efforts in their
respective institutions. An outgrowth of
the conference was the establishment of a
Work Group of Map Libraries within the
Federal Library Committee’s Task Force on
Automation.

Contact, consultation, participation, and
cooperation in projects and programs involv-
ing other libraries, institutions, and govern-
ment agencies, both here and abroad, are
essential activities of a national library. It is
noteworthy, in fact, that as the role of the
Library as a national and international bibli-
ographic center continues to grow, the de-
mands on the knowledge and skills of Library
officers and specialists in various disciplines
have also increased.

During the year, the newly established Cen-
ter for Chinese Research Materials of the
Association of Research Libraries made fre-
quent use of both the counsel and the collec-
tions of the Library and borrowed for its
reproduction project a number of serials,
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including portions of the important daily, the
Shen pao.

To the National Foreign Newspaper Micro-
film Program the Reference Department fur-
nished printed or photocopied bibliographies
and catalogs of newspapers from various
geographical areas as well as lists of news-
papers suggested for microfilming and of
commercial or scholarly establishments inter-
ested in microfilming and reprinting serials.
In addition, the Serial Division lent over 2,500
issues of foreign newspapers to other institu-
tions for filming.

Planning for the growth of the collections,
for the apportionment of space, for the use
and expansion of the public catalogs, and for
various automation projects—all essential to
the future—demanded time from the present.
Such planning has no respect for boundaries,
cutting across not only the years but also de-
partmental lines.

As in previous years, the literary, dramatic,
and musical programs offered distinguished
and noteworthy series of events. To the gift
and trust funds administered by the Music
Division a new one, the Katie and Walter
Louchheim Fund, was added this year. For
three years Mr. and Mrs. Louchheim sub-
sidized the rebroadcasts of the Library’s con-
cert series in cities throughout the United
States. The results were so gratifying that they
have established an endowment under the
terms of the Library of Congress Trust Fund
Board. The purpose of this fund includes not
only the subsidization of broadcasts but also
the preparation of both musical and non-
musical recordings.

The Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Founda-
tion presented seven concerts by various
ensembles. The programs included world
premieres of works by Edmund Haines and
George Perle, the latter the result of a com-
mission from the Serge Koussevitzky Music
Foundation in the Library of Congress. The
first performance in the United States of Viel
Traiime, by Alban Berg, was given at the
concert by the Metropolitan Opera Studio on
March 14, 1969. In its extension work, the
Coolidge Foundation subsidized 13 concerts
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at local chamber music societies in five States.
Faced by rising costs and the foundation’s
fixed income, the administrative committee,
after careful consideration, decided to curtail
this activity.

Of the 28 concerts presented by the
Gertrude Clarke Whittall Foundation, 18
were performed by the Juilliard String
Quartet on the Stradivari instruments given
to the Library by the late Mrs. Whittall.
Originally commissioned by the Koussevitzky
Foundation, a string quartet by Vincent
Frohne had its world premiere at the April
10 concert. Gertrude Clarke of Santa Fe,
N. Mex., a niece of Mrs. Whittall, was
appointed Special Consultant to the Whittall
Foundation.

After a lapse of several years, a lecture sup-
ported by the Louis C. Elson Memorial Fund
was presented. The speaker was Robert
Stevenson of the University of California at
Los Angeles, whose subject was “Philosophies
of American Music History.” The lecture will
be published by the fund during the coming
fiscal year.

Eight musical works commissioned by the
Serge Koussevitzky Music Foundation in the
Library of Congress were received, and seven
new commissions were issued to composers of
Yugoslavia, Germany, Switzerland, and the
United States. The foundation presented a
concert of commissioned works, under the di-
rection of Richard Dufallo, on September 13,
1968, on the occasion of the Eighth Congress
of the International Association of Music
Libraries and the Sixth Congress of the In-
ternational Music Council.

Ten of the 15 poetry readings, lectures, and
discussions presented during the 1968-69 sea-
son were under the auspices of the Gertrude
Clarke Whittall Poetry and Literature Fund.
Children’s Book Week was observed in Oc-
tober 1968 with a dramatic reading from
Louisa May Alcott’s works, including her
journal; and a showing of the motion picture
Little Women, starring Katharine Hepburn.
The Prints and Photographs Division pre-
sented two lectures: Kemp Niver spoke on
early motion pictures and showed examples of
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the films he had prepared from early paper
prints, and Christopher Roads illustrated his
lecture on “Film as Historical Evidence” with
examples from the motion picture collections
of the Imperial War Museum in London, of
which he is assistant director.

Comoplete lists of the concerts and other pro-
grams are given in the appendixes.

Several changes of administration occurred
in the Reference Department during the year.
Roy P. Basler, Director of the Department
since 1958, was appointed Chief of the Manu-
script Division, effective October 1, 1968. In
this position Dr. Basler also occupies the Chair
of American History. John Lester Nolan, Asso-
ciate Director of the Department since 1958,
succeeded Dr. Basler and served as Director
until his retirement in April 1969. Paul L.
Berry, Director of the Administrative Depart-
ment since 1967, succeeded Mr. Nolan as As-
sociate Director of the Reference Department
in October and as Director in April.

Development of the Collections

For the past few years these annual reports
have emphasized the importance of foreign
acquisitions programs under Public Law 480
and Title II-C of the Higher Education Act
to the development of the Library’s collections
on which its reference services and biblio-
graphic activities are based. The impact, how-
ever, of these programs on the role of the 120
Reference Department officers who are re-
sponsible for recommending materials for ad-
dition to the collections has never been fully
described. Paradoxically, while fundamental
changes in philosophy and techniques have
taken place in acquisitions of current ma-
terials and the approach has shifted from
selectivity to the greater comprehensiveness
and the nearly automatic blanket arrange-
ments demanded by the Library’s centralized
cataloging responsibilities, the function of the
recommending officers has assumed added
importance on two major counts. At the ac-
quisitions level, it is now their task to identify
and recommend those elusive but important
publications that are either difficult to obtain
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through commercial channels or that have
been excluded, for a variety of reasons, from
shipments by the overseas suppliers. Later,
when the materials are received and added
to the collections, the recommending officers,
who as reference librarians are also interpre-
ters of these collections to the readers, must
identify those that will give the reader and
researcher what is most original and funda-
mental in current thought and developments.

Within the Department, recommending of-
ficers are selected because of their knowledge
of a specified subject field, geographic area, or
language. Each one is expected, within his
field, to be familiar with the book trade and
other current sources of materials, with the
Library’s collections and their strengths and
weaknesses, with the information needs of the
Government, the scholarly public, and the
general public at large, and, ultimately, with
the current acquisitions programs of the Li-
brary. With this not indifferent background,
recommending officers examine incoming
publications, recommend specific titles for ac-
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quisition, and identify areas in which the col-
lections should be strengthened or in which
national demand is expected to be heavy.

Materials received under the various acqui-
sitions programs are subjected to regular
screening and scrutiny so that the Processing
Department can be alerted to unwanted cate-
gories of materials as well as wanted titles that
have not been received. Conspicuous among
the latter category are publications of research
and academic institutions issued noncommer-
cially and in small editions. Bibliography rec-
ords are also examined regularly for items not
received with a view to initiating follow-up
action. To keep abreast of the Library’s in-
creasing resources in their special fields,
Reference Department staff members review
preliminary cards representing current acqui-
sitions. All of these procedures enable the
recommending officers to gain an informed
picture of the quality of the entire intake and,
in liaison with the Processing Department, to
propose improvements in acquisitions.

To the formulation and execution of foreign
procurement programs, the Department’s area
and subject specialists have brought their
familiarity with library and publishing con-
ditions in specific countries and, frequently,
a personal acquaintance with leading officials
of cooperating foreign national libraries.
When the foreign participants are only
vaguely aware of the Library’s specific require-
ments, it is essential, in drafting the basic
agreements, to define categories of wanted
materials as well as types of publications to
be excluded as extraneous to the collecting
needs of research libraries. During the current
year, for example, Reference Department
personnel assisted in negotiations for the inclu-
sion of Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia in the
National Program for Acquisition and Cata-
loging (npac). The Department’s recom-
mending officers have participated in the daily
selection of additional materials from the
countries in which there are Title II-C pro-
grams for acquisitions.

The effectiveness of recommending officers
or of officers who seek gifts of rare materials
is fully tested, however, in the acquisition of
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retrospective and unique items. The impor-
tance of these noncurrent materials to the
Library of Congress as the national library
of the United States cannot be sufficiently
stressed. In the history of science as well as
in the humanities and social sciences, the
continuity and depth and comprehensiveness
of the Library’s collections form one of the
Nation’s greatest assets. Awareness of this fact
has increased rather than diminished in recent
years, with the widening of U.S. concerns and
commitments. Far from representing an anti-
quarian interest, the improvement of the
existing collections and the filling of serious
gaps that may still exist has become a fully
contemporary and vital activity.

The agreement signed by the Library in
1968 with the American Film Institute pro-
vides for the gift, deposit, and loan of films
deemed significant in the history of the motion
picture as a communication and art medium
and for the copying of these films as required
for preservation. Its implementation bore a
rich harvest in fiscal 1969—the deposit of
the largest collection ever received in the
Motion Picture Section, consisting of more
than 700 feature films and about 900 short
subjects and representing almost the entire
surviving RKO production of the 1930’s and
1940’s, a period sadly underrepresented in
the Library collections in the past. Other
notable motion pictures located by the ar1
and sent to the Library include American
silent films from the George Marshall Collec-
tion and selected features from Paramount.
Among the films chosen for the permanent
collections from copyright deposits are such
box office successes as A Man for All Seasons,
The T'aming of the Shrew, Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf, Un Homme et Une Femme,
Judith, Alfie, and The Sound of Music, as
well as a number of documentaries from
National Educational Television, including
films on American artists and photographers
such as Willem de Kooning, Robert Rauschen-
berg, Jack Tworkow, Dorothea Lange, and
Edward Weston. An interdepartmental com-
mittee was established in the spring of 1968
to advise the Librarian of Congress on the
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motion picture collections and program. Com-
posed of Library representatives, the commit-
tee can, when appropriate, invite other
specialists to attend its meetings.

Nine selections, chosen from the work sub-
mitted to the 21st National Exhibition of
Prints by the Committee To Select Prints for
Purchase Under the Pennell Fund, and 40
prints by African artists, given by the Harmon
Foundation, were added to the collections.
The widow of Max Beckmann completed her
gift of 15 drawings by her late husband for
his lithograph series, Day and Dream. The
lithographs themselves were purchased later
in the year. Fifteen photographs by Edward
Steichen, some of them his own early prints,
were acquired by purchase, and Captain
Steichen added two other photographs as a
gift to the Library.

Psychedelic posters to document the current
poster craze were ordered from both American
and European dealers. Early movie posters,
prize-winning posters from Japan and Swit-
zerland, and posters produced for the student
protest movement and for the Mexico City
Olympics were also significant acquisitions.

The collection of Walt Whitman materials
assembled over more than four decades by
Charles E. Feinberg has been known to schol-
ars, librarians, and the general public for years.
Its acquisition by the Library of Congress,
made possible by the generosity of anonymous
benefactors, is the fulfillment of the dream
of Whitman’s literary executors, the hope of
the Joint Committee on the Library, and the
planning and negotiation of the Library staff
and Mr. Feinberg himself. It includes more
than 1,300 of Whitman’s manuscripts, nearly
1,200 of his letters, notes, and memoranda,
over 1,700 letters addressed to him, 125 vol-
umes from the poet’s library, and some 3,000
books about him. An exhibition of materials
drawn from this collection was opened at the
Library in May 19609.

A three-page letter written by George Wash-
ington while peace negotiations were taking
place in Paris at the close of the American
Revolution was given to the Library of Con-
gress by Sol Feinstone, a well-known manu-

script collector of Washington Crossing, Pa.
Writing to James McHenry from his encamp-
ment at Newburgh, N.Y., on August 15, 1782,
General Washington indicated his uneasiness
at the long and inconclusive negotiations in
Paris in the following words: . . . ’tis plain
their [the English] only aim is to gain time
that they may become more formidable at
Sea—form new Alliances, if possible—or dis-
unite us. Be their object what it may, we, if
wise, should push our preparations with
vigour; for nothing will hasten Peace more
than to be in a condition for War.”

Another notable addition to the Library’s
manuscript collections was a group of James
G. Blaine papers, the gift of his granddaughter,
Mrs. Robert Littell of New York City. The
comparative scarcity of Blaine papers has been
puzzling to scholars and Library staff alike. A
giant in his own day, Blaine has heretofore
been represented in the Manuscript Division
by a small collection of papers, which this
gift will increase substantially, undoubtedly
providing a subject for detailed study by those
interested in late 19th-century American his-
tory. Included in Mrs. Littell’s gift were nota-
ble papers of her father, Walter Damrosch.

The Owen Wister papers were augmented
by a substantial gift from his daughter, Mrs,
Walter Stokes of St. Davids, Pa., who also
made available to the Library an important
journal of Wister’s grandmother, the noted
actress Fanny Kemble.

Transfers from the Copyright Office to the
manuscript collection included Amos and
Andy radio scripts and W. C. Fields vaude-
ville scripts. Additional transfers of this kind
are planned.

One of the most interesting single acquisi-
tions of the year was an autograph letter from
Benjamin Franklin to the patriot and amateur
musician, Francis Hopkinson, dated at Lon-
don on August 15, 1765, which discusses
Franklin’s musical -invention, the glass
harmonica. Sergei Rachmaninoff’s daughter,
Mrs. Irina Wolkonsky, added 467 letters to
and from the composer to those she had previ-
ously donated, making the Library’s Rach-
maninoff manuscript collection probably the
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largest outside Russia. Mrs. Wolkonsky also
gave the Library six autograph letters of
Tchaikovsky. Music manuscripts and rare
editions of the 20th century, received as gifts,
include works of Richard Strauss, Howard
Hanson, Roy Harris, Aaron Copland, Samuel
Barber, and Igor Stravinsky.

Of interest to historians of turn-of-the-cen-
tury America is the purchase of a collection of
phonograph records that include 133 Berliner
Gramophone Company records issued between
1896 and 1900 (Emile Berliner was the in-
ventor of the lateral-cut disc), 31 Zonophone
records dating between 1899 and 1904, two
rare 1899 Vitaphone records, 67 records man-
ufactured by Eldridge R. Johnson in 1900 and
1901 before he founded the Victor Talking
Machine Company, and 30 early Victor rec-
ords dating from 1902 to 1909. Among the
prominent singers represented in the collec-
tion are Ferruccio Giannini, Rosa Chalia, and
Emilio de Gogorza, including recordings he
made under the pseudonyms Signor Francisco,
Herbert Goddard, and Edward Franklin. The
most famous of the popular entertainers of the
day, among them Len Spencer, William F.
Hooley, Dan W. Quinn, George J. Gaskin, and
Billy Golden, are also in evidence. Recordings
by Sousa’s Band, including one of Stars and
Stripes Forever made in 1897 only a few
months after its composition, Victor Herbert’s
Band, the Banda Rossa from Italy, and such
great brass soloists as Arthur Pryor, Walter B.
Rogers, Herbert L. Clarke, and Jules Levy are
all joined in this parade of rarities.

Ulysses “Jim” Walsh, a noted discographer
who gave the Library nearly 4,500 Edison
“Diamond Discs” in fiscal 1968, donated his
remaining 740 disc recordings cut in the verti-
cal or “hill-and-dale” process, together with
1,100 cylinder recordings dating from before
the turn of the century to the late 1920’s.

The Archive of Folk Song purchased 50
seven-inch tapes of Yiddish folk songs gathered
by Mrs. Ruth Rubin, the leading American
collector and researcher in this field. The Na-
tional Federation of Music Clubs added to its
Folk Music Archive in the Library, which now
consists of approximately 700 pages of manu-
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scripts and 22 hours of tape recordings. An-
other significant collection was acquired
through the duplication of 88 tapes lent to the
archive by Ralph Rinzler, who, during the
period 1964-66, collected extensively among
French-speaking Cajun musicians of Louisi-
ana, Gaelic singers, fiddlers, and pipers in
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and English ballad
singers in Newfoundland.

Important contributions in the field of pub-
lic affairs included gifts by nsc Radio of 57
reels of tape covering the assassination of Rob-
ert F. Kennedy, by Lawrence Spivak of 927
transcriptions and tape recordings of Meet the
Press television programs, 1944-50, and by
the National Press Club of 439 tape record-
ings of speeches delivered at the club by world
statesmen and other celebrated figures over
the past 17 years.

Between 1936 and 1942 Col. Lawrence
Martin, then Chief of the Map Division, made
an intensive study of the various editions of
John Melish’s Map of the United States, pub-
lished between 1816 and 1823. In an effort to
unravel the chronology of the map, he sought
to acquire copies by purchase, exchange, trans-
fer, and photocopy and in 1942 reported that
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“The Library of Congress has originals of
sixteen . . . editions (i.e., variant states) and
photostats of the others.” Five states of the
map, which the Library previously had only
in photocopies, were purchased at auction
during the fiscal year, giving the Library 21
of the 25 identified editions of Melish’s signifi-
cant work.

During the middle years of the 19th cen-
tury, private and commercial map publishing
in the United States expanded greatly, in part
because of the introduction and perfection of
various processes for reproducing maps at low
cost. Maps of cities, towns, and counties, par-
ticularly for New England, the Middle At-
lantic States, and the States north of the Ohio
River and east of the Mississippi, were pro-
duced in large numbers. They were printed by
lithographic processes, often in color on glazed
paper, in limited editions. Because of the de-
tailed information they carry, such as names
of owners and size of land holdings, and be-
cause of the contemporary illustrations that
decorate their margins, town and county
maps are invaluable historical records of
America in the Victorian Age. One of the
most important producers of town and county
maps during the years 1847 to 1864 was Robert
Pearsall Smith, whose map publishing career
is described by Walter W. Ristow in the July
1969 issue of the Quarterly Journal of the Li-
brary of Congress. The Library’s collection of
county maps is more extensive than any other
in the United States, and concerted efforts
have been made to strengthen it further by
obtaining originals of photocopies of some 150
missing items.

Descriptions of selected items from the Li-
brary’s cartographic acquisitions appear in the
Library of Congress Information Bulletin, the
Handbook of Latin American Studies, the bul-
letin issued by the Special Libraries Associa-
tion’s Geography and Map Division, and in
each quarterly issue of Surveying and Map-
ping, the official journal of the American Con-
gress on Surveying and Mapping.

Current interest in underground and pro-
test periodicals is one of the signs of the times.
Through purchase and gift, a large group of

sample copies was assembled for review to de-
termine which titles should be acquired on a
regular basis. The remaining sample copies
are to be placed in a special collection that
should prove to be valuable source material on
the social movements of the decade.

In a continuing effort to fill gaps in the
newspaper collections, the Serial Division
ordered microfilm copies of a number of lead-
ing Southern newspapers of the Civil War
period. The present representation is scanty,
except for papers of Richmond and Charles-
ton. One of the newspaper projects completed
during the year was the filming of al-Hoda, an
Arabic-language newspaper published in New
York City. Microfilm copies of two influential
magazines, The Nation (1865-1948) and The
New Republic (1914-52), were among the
86,000 items added to the Microfilm Reading
Room collection.

The Library’s holdings of the Cuban com-
munist magazine Hoy (1959-65) were com-
pleted with the receipt of 80 issues on ex-
change from the Biblioteca Nacional José
Marti, Havana.

The program to acquire on microfilm 11
significant Spanish newspapers spanning the
period 1830 to date, in which the Hispanic
Foundation and a group of specialists in
modern Spanish history is engaged, moved
forward. In April 1969 the Photoduplication
Service announced the availability of positive
microfilm of El Sol for the period from June 1,
1922. Last year the Library reported that it
had acquired from the British Museum a
positive microfilm of La Epoca for January 2,
1870-June 30, 1909. Filming of the Library’s
own holdings, scheduled for the near future,
will extend the file on microfilm to July 1936.
Also scheduled for completion soon are El
Crisol (1931-32) and its successor, La Luz
(1932-34).

The Rubén Dario collection of books, man-
uscripts, and periodicals was enriched by the
purchase of a rare first edition of the Nicara-
guan poet’s finest single work, Cantos de Vida
y Esperanza, Los Cisnes y Otros Poemas, pub-
lished in Madrid in 1905. When this work
appeared he was already the acknowledged
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guiding genius of the movement that initi-
ated the history-making era of Modernismo in
Spain and Spanish America. This first edition
is all the more prized inasmuch as the Library
already had Dario holographs of 20 of the
volume’s 59 poems, the gift in 1949 of Juan
Ramén Jiménez, Dario’s friend and disciple.

Lessing J. Rosenwald of Jenkintown, Pa,,
made his initial gift of rare illustrated volumes
to the Library in 1943, and his 11th gift—
made during the past fiscal year—marked
the silver anniversary of a collection that now
totals more than 2,500 valued items. Among
the 10 outstanding books presented by Mr.
Rosenwald were four printed before 1501.
He also gave a number of facsimile editions
made from the Rosenwald originals by the
Trianon Press. Twenty important early illus-
trated books have been purchased from the
Rosenwald Fund. Descriptions of many of
these acquisitions appear in the July 1969
issue of the Quarterly Journal of the Library
of Congress.

To the Upton Sinclair collection has been
added a copy of the rarest of all his first edi-
tions, the so-called fig leaf edition of Oil/ This
work was banned in Boston because of certain
passages thought to be offensive, whereupon
Sinclair published for sale in Massachusetts an
edition having the nine offending pages
blacked out by large fig leaves. Two pages
consisted largely of passages from the Song of
Solomon, which, as the author noted, “you
may read in any copy of the Old Testament.”
Another rare acquisition, received from the
Free Library of Philadelphia, was the Hiber-
nian Journal of Dublin, volumes 1 to 3
(1771-73).

Although the science and technology col-
lection of the Library emphasizes the most
current information, older books of historical
significance are constantly sought. Among the
early works purchased during the year was the
first edition of Johannes Hevelius' Cometo-
graphia, Totam Naturam Cometarum; Utpote
Sedem, Parallaxes, etc., nec non Motum
Eorum Summe Admirandum, Exhibens, pub-
lished in Danzig in 1668. The 38 copper plates
were engraved by the author, the 913 pages
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and index are bound in vellum, and the book
has a dedicatory preface to Louis XIV, who
was an enthusiastic patron of the Danzig as-
tronomer. Hevelius’ fame and the rarity of
early works on comets make this a prized
acquisition and a significant addition to the
collection of Hevelius’ works in the Library.

K. A. Steiner of A. Asher and Company in
Amsterdam presented copies of the publica-
tions listed in their catalog, Asher Reprints on
Natural History, which includes such titles as
M. J. Berkeley’s Decades of Fungi, E. Boissier’s
Flore Orientalis in five volumes and supple-
ment, and Cuvier and Valenciennes’ Histoire
Naturelle des Poissons.

On the occasion of his visit to the Library
to give a lecture and a poetry reading, the
noted Australian poet A. D. Hope was asked to
survey the Library’s holdings of Australian
belles lettres. The result was a list of some 200
titles recommended for acquisition; these items
are to be acquired as they can be located and
as funds permit.

At least 2,400 children’s books were received
from other countries during the year through
Nrac as well as a number of exchange arrange-
ments, acquisitions of great benefit to the ac-
tive Children’s Book Section. The largest
number came from Germany, the USSR, and
England. Among the section’s activities were
a review of The World of Children’s Litera-
ture to identify reference works not repre-
sented in the Library and the listing of wanted
children’s books of Sierra Leone to be included
in a larger list prepared by the African Section
and sent to the American Embassy, Freetown.

Early in the year, Samir Zoghby, Assistant
Head of the African Section, completed a re-
port on his survey trip to Equatorial Africa,
Tunisia, France, and Belgium. This report was
issued in 100 copies for limited distribution
within the Library and to African specialists
throughout the United States. His findings and
firsthand observations have been followed up
with specific recommendations for strengthen-
ing the African acquisitions program.

One of the results of the recent Cultural
Revolution in Mainland China has been the
virtual cessation of publishing activities. As
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in the previous year only ephemera, such as
the newly printed Quotations From Chairman
Mao T'se-tung and pamphlets containing anti-
Soviet and anti-American propaganda, were
received. On the other hand, publishing in
Taiwan and Hong Kong appears to have ex-
panded appreciably. In July 1968 the National
Central Library in Taipei began issuing Hsin
shu mu lu, a monthly bibliography of books
received. This is the nearest approach to a
Taiwan national bibliography and is a most
valuable acquisitions tool. As the result of a
trip to the Far East by K. T. Wu, head of the
Chinese and Korean Section, more than 1,300
volumes of noncurrent Chinese publications
were added to the collections. Perhaps the
most important single Chinese publication ac-
quired during the past year is Ming shih lu
(Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty) in
183 Chinese-style stitched volumes, a gift from
the Academia Sinica in Taiwan. It is repro-
duced from a microfilm made by the Library
of Congress when the original manuscript,
belonging to the National Library of Peking,
was sent here, along with many other rare
books, for safekeeping during World War II.

Two Chinese language newspapers bearing
the same romanized title, Shih pao, were re-
ceived on microfilm. They are The Eastern
Times, Shanghai, 1909-37, in 299 reels, and
The Truth Post, Peking, 1928-38, in 10 reels.
A rare Persian manuscript, Tashrih al-Aquwam
(Anatomy of Nations), compiled in India by
Lt. Col. James Skinner and completed in
1825, was received as a gift. It is lavishly
illustrated with 120 colored miniatures.

Of great benefit to the growth of the Li-
brary’s Armenian collections was the gift of
$10,000 from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, Lisbon, Portugal, for the purchase of
retrospective publications. Orders for about
500 titles to be purchased with these funds
had already been placed at the end of the
fiscal year.

Since the establishment of an Npac center
in Tokyo in March 1968, receipts of current,
commercially published Japanese monographs
have more than tripled, rising from a level of

4,000 volumes in past years to 14,000 in fiscal
1969.

A survey of the Library’s holdings of
Statistik des Deutschen Reichs (1871-1944)
emphasized the need to fill substantial gaps
with recently published reprint editions.
Efforts were also made to assemble sets of the
national bibliographies of constituent republics
of the Soviet Union and to complete them by
obtaining microfilm from other libraries.
Among the important receipts from Eastern
Europe were Clades Dantiscanorum anno
Domini XVII Aprilis, by the renowned Polish
historian Jan Lasicki, an important document
on the conflict between the Polish King Stefan
Batory and the rebellious citizens of Danzig,
published in 1578 in Frankfurt am Main;
several lexicographical works of great value
for the study of Czechoslovakia’s past, in-
cluding Hermann Heller's Mdhrens Ménner
der Gegenwart, published in Briinn, 1855, and
Karel Kukla’s Velky lidovy- slovnik naulny
(Great Encyclopedic Dictionary), published
in Prague in 1907; and a microprint copy of
the rare Handbook of the USSR Writers’
Union for 1966, a mine of otherwise inaccessi-
ble information.

Organization of the Collections

No matter what the size of a library’s collec-
tion, unless it is efficiently organized and ef-
fectively preserved, acquisition programs may
be meaningless and reference service will be
impossible. The Reference Department has
custody of all the Library’s collections except
law materials. It strives to organize the cata-
loged and the uncataloged materials in those
collections, among the largest in the world. It
has also continued, with increasing emphasis,
to identify deteriorating items in the collec-
tions and to prepare them for preservation
treatment. Like a river emptying into a bucket,
the irreversible flow of materials into the lim-
ited space available within the Library re-
quires prompt action and constant vigilance,
entailing many shifts, some overflow, and an
unremitting challenge to the ingenuity of the
Reference Department custodial divisions.
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Processing the continually expanding col-
lections of nonbook and related materials
that, because of peculiarities of language, for-
mat, or content, do not lend themselves read-
ily to normal cataloging procedures is the
responsibility of the Reference Department.
Over 50 staff members are involved in process-
ing activities on a full-time basis, and many
others spend considerable time in processing
and related activities.

For example, during the past fiscal year the
15 members of the Manuscript Division’s
Preparation Section completed the processing
of 44 manuscript collections and prepared
registers for 20 separate collections. The 14
members of the Processing Section of the
Geography and Map Division are responsible
for cataloging atlases and processing the
enormous map collection, and staff members
of -the Prints and Photographs Division daily
face the challenge of organizing and process-
ing the poster, print, photograph, and motion
picture collections. Phonorecords and news-
papers also require special handling and
treatment.

Microforms, magnetic tapes, and safety
film are important weapons in the Library’s
fight against the deterioration of books and
other materials and its concurrent struggle for
comprehensive acquisitions, space, and con-
venience for readers. The Library receives
large quantities of microfilm through pur-
chase, exchange, and gift, and through its
preservation program an increasing number
of its books, newspapers, and serials are being
transferred to microfilm. The conversion of
acetate discs to magnetic tape and of nitrate
motion picture film to safety film are also im-
portant aspects of the preservation program.
Because of the rapidly growing collection of
serials in microform, a considerable amount
of time was spent during the past fiscal year
in developing procedures for improving their
bibliographical control.

Overall administrative and fiscal responsi-
bility for the preservation program lies in the
Administrative Department, but selecting and
preparing library materials for preservation
treatment and establishing priorities for their
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processing are responsibilities of the custodial
divisions of the Reference Department. Rang-
ing in diversity from the abolitionist journal
The Liberator to the Saigon Daily News, 182
serial and newspaper titles, selected and pre-
pared by the Serial and Orientalia Divisions,
were filmed for preservation during 1969.
Other titles include the Boston Herald,
Pravda, Kung Lung Pao (Taipei), the
Ketchikan Daily News, and several volumes
of Tokyo telephone directories.

The Serial Division, which has custody of
the Library’s newspapers except for those in
oriental languages, added approximately
12,000 reels to its collection of newspapers on
microfilm, bringing the total number of reels
available to readers to 153,000. As a result,
the bound newspaper sets decreased from
119,000 to 113,000 volumes. To free further
precious space within the Library buildings,
in December the remaining bound sets of
foreign newspapers were moved to storage in
Alexandria, Va. Requests for volumes in
storage can be filled in 24 to 48 hours.

Since its inception in 1962, the Public Law
480 Program has been an important source
of monographs, newspapers, and serials for
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the collections of the Library of Congress, as
well as for university library collections
throughout the country. In 1969, as in past
years, newspapers in vernacular languages
received from Indonesia and the United Arab
Republic were collated and prepared for
microfilming in the Orientalia Division, and
English-language newspapers from these areas
were prepared for filming in the Serial
Division. Newspapers from India, Pakistan,
Ceylon, and Nepal were filmed in the New
Delhi office and the negative microfilm for-
warded to the Library, where positive micro-
film copies were made. Current Israeli news-
papers are now filmed in Jerusalem by the
Jewish National and University Library, from
which the Library obtains positive copies.

The Public Law 480 Program is only one
of the many examples of cooperation between
the Library of Congress and other libraries.
In various cooperative microfilming projects,
Library custodial units worked closely with
other institutions. For example, the Serial
Division loaned over 2,500 issues of foreign
newspapers for filming, the principal borrow-
ers being the Center for Research Libraries,
Cornell University, and the University of
Florida.

The program for making soft prints and
safety negatives from still nitrate negatives in
the Historic American Buildings Survey pro-
duced 2,300 safety negatives for preservation
of this valuable national resource.

The enormous influx of motion pictures
acquired through the American Film Institute
agreement required additional rented storage
space. Temporary nitrate-film storage space
was found in the former mMem building on
Third Street NW., and negotiations were
completed for occupancy of sophisticated ni-
trate vaults at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, near Dayton, Ohio.

Over 650,000 feet of nitrate motion picture
film were replaced by laboratory processing
and by purchase and an additional 260,000
feet through exchange agreements. A new
agreement for the preservation of nitrate Ger-
man feature films was negotiated with the
Friedrich Wilhelm Murnau Foundation in

Wiesbaden, Germany. Under its terms, nearly
600 nitrate films in the Library’s motion pic-
ture collection will be exchanged for new ace-
tate copies of the same titles.

In 1899 the new Librarian of Congress,
Herbert Putnam, reported that the previous
year’s estimate of the size of the music collec-
tion “was based upon a mere measurement”
and that an actual count showed that there
were 277,465 pieces in the collection. At the
end of fiscal 1969 there were over 3,800,000
pieces of music, books, pamphlets, manu-
scripts, and recordings in the custody of the
Music Division. Preservation of the varied
forms in this enormous collection is a formi-
dable task.

In the Recorded Sound Section, the most
important preservation activity during fiscal
1969 was the transfer of over 8,500 deteriorat-
ing acetate discs to polyester-base magnetic
tape. These included recordings of Meet the
Press programs, speeches by Frank Knox, and
newscasts by Raymond Gram Swing. Also,
approximately 15,000 early shellac disc record-
ings were cleaned in the division’s ultrasonic
cleaner and packaged in special dust and fun-
gus resistant containers.

The preservation project for acetate discs
in the Archive of Folk Song, initiated two
years ago under grants from the Martha Baird
Rockefeller Fund for Music, Inc., was com-
pleted in fiscal 1969. In all, through the grants,
the contents of approximately 10,000 discs and
115 early tapes have been transferred to pres-
ervation tape. With the construction and test-
ing of the Recording Laboratory’s prototype
of an all-purpose cylinder playback machine, a
number of archive cylinder recordings were
copied, the first reproductions of these cylin-
ders in 15 years.

Under a parallel program, through arrange-
ments with the Exchange and Gift Division
and with the cooperation of the Photodupli-
cation Service, custodial divisions of the
Reference Department ensure the preservation
of materials in the collections by making mas-
ter negatives of selected publications or manu-
scripts as well as positive copies for use. The
Music Division launched a notable project,
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“Musical Works on Microfilm,” the master
negative and positive service microfilm of
some 60 musical works, ranging from a long
historical series to collected editions of various
composers. A few individual works such as a
manuscript of Adolphe Adam’s ballet Giselle
are also included. A beginning was made on
microfilming the Albert Schatz libretto collec-
tion, one of the most important in the world.
Acquired in 1908, it contains about 12,500
librettos dating from the early 17th century
and the beginning of opera to the 19th. Nota-
ble manuscript collections prepared for micro-
filming by the Manuscript Division included
the Whitelaw Reid papers and the records of
the American Colonization Society. Micro-
filming of materials in the Geography and
Map Division centered on the program to
obtain master negatives of U.S. county maps
listed in its publication Land Ownership Maps
(1967).

The announcement during the fiscal year
of the impending removal of the Geography
and Map Division to rented quarters in Alex-
andria, Va., resulted in time-consuming plan-
ning for the transfer of the 3,200,000 maps
and 31,000 atlases in the world’s largest
cartographic collection. Despite this demand
on the staff, great strides were made toward
the development of computer-aided biblio-
graphic control of the vast collections of
single-sheet maps.

As in past years, a summer map processing
project was organized in the Geography and
Map Division to help reduce its unprocessed
backlog of set and series maps and hydro-
graphic charts. All 18 participants in the
project held degrees in geography or library
science, and eight had experience as map
librarians. They sorted and arranged approxi-
mately 118,000 maps, toured other geography
and map installations in the Washington area,
and performed numerous tasks within the
division. In exchange for their services during
their 12-week stay, participants from co-
operating institutions selected almost 30,000
maps and 783 atlases from the duplicate col-
lections for their sponsoring organizations.

Seventy years ago it was estimated that the
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Manuscript Division held about 26,500 manu-
scripts. In 1969 the estimate had grown to
nearly 30 million pieces. Processing of a manu-
script collection requires its basic organization
and the preparation of registers, catalog cards,
and labels. Collections—containing a total of
1,158,000 pieces—were so processed during
fiscal 1969, more than in any other recent year.
Among the larger ones were the collection of
the Southern Regional Office of the National
Urban League, 85,000 items, and the Carl
Spaatz papers, 115,000.

The Presidential Papers Program in the
Manuscript Division was undertaken in 1958.
With the publication, shortly after the close
of fiscal 1969, of the Index to the James K.
Polk Papers and of the microfilm copy of that
collection, papers of 18 of the 23 Presidents
represented in the program were completed.
Publication on microfilm of the Theodore
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft papers,
with accompanying indexes, is expected in
fiscal 1970, making a total of 2,291 reels for
20 Presidential collections with index entries
for 1,370,000 items available. Substantial
progress has been made in indexing the Wood-
row Wilson papers, and a start was made on
the James A. Garfield papers. Completion of
the work on these two collections and on the
Thomas Jefferson papers is expected within
the next two years. The availability on micro-
film of the Presidential Papers has been a boon
to scholars in the United States and, indeed,
throughout the world. For example, micro-
film copies of the James Monroe papers can
now be used in 126 libraries in this country
and in Australia, Canada, England, and
Germany.

The Bitting Collection of Gastronomy, as-
sembled by Katherine Golden Bitting, is made
up of materials dating from the earliest times
to the present century on the sources, prepara-
tion, and consumption of foods, as well as on
their chemistry, bacteriology, and preserva-
tion. It was given to the Library in 1940 and
is housed in the Rare Book Division. The
cataloging of its 2,500 volumes was completed
during the past fiscal year, and work was
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begun on the Frederick W. Goudy collection
of typography.

The cooperative program for the microfilm-
ing of official gazettes at the New York Public
Library has been dormant for several years, It
has now been resumed and the Library of
Congress, through the Serial Division and the
Law Library, has again been requested to par-
ticipate through the loan of missing issues of
several titles.

Through arrangements made by the Photo-
duplication Service and the Eleutherian Mills-
Hagley Foundation, Inc., the Library under-
took to assemble and prepare for microfilming
as complete a file as possible of the important
economic periodical Dry Goods Economist.

Separate divisions for prints and photo-
graphs, music, maps, and manuscripts were
established in 1897 when the Library of Con-
gress moved from the Capitol into the present
Main Building. Since then the collections of
these divisions have increased the national as-
sets and at the same time have presented the
Library with complex problems of organiza-
tion, maintenance, and preservation.

The Prints and Photographs Division is re-
sponsible not only for organizing and main-
taining approximately 3,800,000 prints, photo-
graphs, photographic negatives, drawings and
other pictorial items, as well as approximately
97,000 reels in the motion picture collections,
but also for giving reference service based on
them. During the past fiscal year, the re-
arrangement of much of the poster collection
was begun, and work continued on the new
list of subject headings for the pictorial col-
lections.

Automation Activities

The Reference Department, as prime user
of the Central Bibliographic System, has a
vitr! ole in plans for its automation. A de-
p- .entwide working group was formed
during the year to come to grips with the
problems involved and to advise the Director
on specific projects. With his staff, the Direc-
tor participated in the total Library effort
to design a blueprint for automation.

No new projects for automation were
started in the Department, but developmental
work begun last year was continued and in
the case of the Geography and Map Division,
reached fruition in a fully automated system
of cataloging thematic maps. Utilizing the
MArRC 1 format and a worksheet especially
designed for map input and working in coop-
eration with the Information Systems Office,
the division by year’s end was able to produce
book catalogs in author, subject, and shelflist
order. Sample printouts, listing maps of se-
lected States, were also prepared.

The initial sample catalogs listed some 900
records. By the end of June the file had grown
to 1,600. Although this represents but a small
percentage of the annual intake of thematic
maps, the procedures developed provide the
vehicle for expanding the map cataloging
program. In the coming year the division
anticipates the routine cataloging of all the-
matic map accessions of significant reference
value. As the program develops its benefits will
be shared with other libraries through the
products it generates. The Conference on Au-
tomation in Federal Map Libraries, men-
tioned earlier in this chapter, was a direct
result of these activities.

Systems work continued on Project START
(Science and Technology Automated Re-
search Task). Toward the end of the previous
year, a sample book catalog for control of
the science reference collection was produced
through this computer-based information sys-
tem. Work during the current year centered
on the development of programs to convert
the file to the mMarc 11 format. As the year
ended, plans were going forward to apply the
format for serials to scientific and technical
journals and to update and expand the ref-
erence collection catalog.

Development and refinement of the Infor-
mation Resources Information System (ris)
of the Science and Technology Division’s
National Referral Center also progressed dur-
ing the year. Efforts centered on adapting
commercial information retrieval software to
IRIS to provide retrieval capability and report
output. Iris was used successfully to provide
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printouts of information resources in each of
18 States and to produce ready reference aids
in card form for the division’s referral
specialists.

A significant application of the MArc 1
format was its use in the production of the
Bibliography on Snow, Ice, and Frozen
Ground, a continuing effort sponsored by the
Cold Regions Research and Engineering
Laboratory. With the implementation of a
computer-oriented system, monthly accession
printouts and quarterly author and subject
indexes were produced automatically. More
than 1,400 records were entered in the com-
puter store. A cumulative volume with author
and subject indexes is expected during the
coming year.

Work preparatory to the automated pro-
duction of a book catalog of the Main Read-
ing Room reference collection progressed
substantially. Marc 1 input sheets were com-
pleted for monographs in six subject classes.

Preliminary planning was begun or con-
tinued in several divisions of the Reference
Department on a variety of potential app
applications, including the Historic American
Buildings Survey collection in the Prints and
Photographs Division, the central charge file
in the Loan Division, the National Directory
of Latin Americanists in the Hispanic Foun-
dation, and the Archive of Folk Song in the
Music Division.

Bibliographic Activities and
Reference Services

“. . . one of the nobler beings, second only
to guardian angels and honest mechanics, is
a good reference librarian.” These words,
used by an author in dedicating his book to
a Library of Congress librarian who had
helped him in his research, are a tribute to
reference librarians everywhere. With other
similar tributes, his words are a reminder that,
despite the tremendous volume of inquiries
LC librarians handle, they still take the time
to see and serve the reader as an individual.

Over 2,177,000 books and other library
materials from the Library’s collections were
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used by the 877,000 readers served by the
Reference Department during fiscal 1969.
The staff answered approximately 750,000 re-
quests for information or for assistance in ob-
taining information; 43 percent of these
requests were made in person, 40 percent by
telephone, and 17 percent by mail. The Gen-
eral Reference and Bibliography Division re-
ceived the largest number of inquiries and in
turn referred many of them to subject special-
ists in other divisions. The remainder were
answered by the division’s own staff members,
who are themselves specialists. Each of the
divisions, of course, received inquiries directly
from readers who were already familiar with
their resources. A good many quests for
information involve more than one division;
thus a reader studying a particular phase of
American history may begin his research in
the general book collections and later consult
the papers of a statesman in the Manuscript
Division, newspapers in the original or on
microfilm, photographs from the Historic
American Buildings Survey, and even early
maps and city plans. If copying is permissible,
he may order photocopies of materials in the
Library’s collections to permit continuation
of his research elsewhere or to use as illustra-
tions in a publication of his work.

Loan of Materials, 1969

Individual
Official
Borrowers
17%

Congressional
Libraries 35%
Outside of
Washington
Area

14%

Government Libraries
in Washington Area
34%
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The surge of interest in Negro affairs, one of
the major trends noted during the year, aptly
demonstrates the involvement of the Reference
Department and the special collections in the
communication between the Library and its
users. To answer the innumerable questions
asked either in person or through correspond-
ence, the Library must use not only books and
periodicals but also manuscripts, pictorial
materials, and the music collections. Questions
on Jupiter Hammon, an early Negro poet, on
W. T. Vernon, a Negro college president who
served as Register of the Treasury, 1906-11,
and on the Negro’s contribution to American
history and culture illustrate the kind of in-
formation sought by Library users. The Negro
in the United States, a bibliography prepared
for the Library by Dorothy B. Porter of
Howard University, an eminent authority in
the field, was in press at the end of the fiscal
year. In the Manuscript Reading Room there
was continual demand for the papers of the
NAACP, the National Urban League, Booker T.
Washington, and the American Colonization
Society. These four collections, in 8,000 file
boxes, accounted for more than 1,400 requests.
Among the editorial projects making intensive
use of the Library’s manuscript collections was
one for the publication of the papers of Booker
T. Washington. In the Prints and Photographs
Division, Negro history clearly led the list of
requests for pictorial materials, no doubt re-
flecting the need for illustrations for black
studies textbooks and for magazine articles.
Negro history also took first place among users
associated with television and documentary
film projects.

In November 1968 the Chief of the Manu-
script Division took part in a conference on a
national union catalog of Negro materials
called by the National Endowment for the
Humanities. John McDonough, a specialist in
19th-century American manuscripts, partici-
pated in a program on Negro history at
Howard University, presenting a paper on the
Library’s manuscript and archival sources for
the study of Negro history. An expanded ver-
sion of the paper appeared in the July 1969
issue of the Quarterly Journal of the Library
of Congress.

Reference Department Direct Reference
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Reference requests in the Children’s Book
Section also reflected the interest in Negro life
and history noted in other sections of the
Library.

The preceding summary is a significant il-
lustration of how the sudden rise of national
interest in a topic can affect the various divi-
sions and collections of the Reference Depart-
ment. The subject, however, is but one of many
that occupy the various reference divisions in
supplying information to the public and in pre-
paring bibliographic aids as guides to the
Library’s vast collections.

One of the Library’s major bibliographic
activities for a number of years has been the
1956-65 supplement to the Guide to the Study
of the United States of America. All entries
have now been prepared, and only the index-
ing and other final work remain to be done on
the manuscript. Carl Sandburg, a lecture by
Mark Van Doren, was published with a bibli-
ography of 503 of Sandburg’s poems and other
works in the Library’s collections. The Arms
Control and Disarmament Bibliography Sec-
tion prepared a total of 3,026 bibliographic
entries, an increase of 48 percent over 1968.

The African Section continued to work
closely with several national and international
associations and institutions in the field of
African studies. The section received over 800
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visitors during the year, reflecting the con-
tinuing growth of interest in this field. Two
major bibliographies were compiled by the
African Section during 1969, Sub-Saharan
Africa: A Guide to Serials and Ghana: A
Guide to Official Publications, 1872—1968.

Publications of the Children’s Book Sec-
tion included Children’s Books—1968, the fifth
of these annual lists, and Louisa May Alcott:
A Centennial for “Little Women,” which was
in press at the end of the fiscal year. A recog-
nition of the importance of the Library’s
bibliographic activities in this area was the
invitation to the head of the section to at-
tend conferences in Germany, Switzerland,
and England and to serve on the jury for the
first Nationa] Award for Children’s Literature.

Specialists in the Manuscript Division con-
ducted reader conferences designed, in large
measure, to help set newcomers and youthful
researchers on the proper course. Two orien-
tation sessions on the use of manuscripts were
attended by more than 100 senior history stu-
dents from colleges and universities in the
Greater Washington area. Interest in this
form of activity has been expressed by rep-
resentatives of colleges and universities in
New York, Wisconsin, and Hawaii. A day-
long session was held with archivists and
manuscript curators from the United States,
Canada, and the United Arab Republic who
were in Washington for the Institute on Mod-
ern Archives sponsored by the National Ar-
chives and the American University.

Interest in Abraham Lincoln remained
high. Typical requests were for information
on his signing of the Homestead Law, his ad-
vice to his generals, and his quotations on
natural resources. Researchers working on
nearly a score of editorial projects continued
to make intensive use of the manuscript collec-
tions throughout the year; some of the most
notable projects involved the papers of the
Adams Family, George Washington, John
Marshall, Daniel Webster, Albert Gallatin,
George Mason, Woodrow Wilson, and as men-
tioned earlier, Booker T. Washington.

The Center for the Coordination of Foreign
Manuscript Copying, in anticipation of in-
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terest in the Bicentennial of the American
Revolution, prepared a preliminary study on
“The Impact of the American Revolution
Abroad” for possible guidance in future micro-
film projects. Two issues of News From the
Center appeared during the year; the fall
1968 issue featured articles on Near Eastern
archives and on archives and libraries in
Southeast Asia; the spring 1969 issue focused
on archives in Australia and the Pacific Is-
lands and on Australian and New Zealand
material in Great Britain.

The Rare Book Division registered 1,652
new readers, swelling the number of names on
file to 24,089 representing 46 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 28 foreign
countries.

Month by month the Microfilm Reading
Room reported higher circulation figures,
demonstrating once again the increasing im-
portance of the Library’s constantly growing
collections of microforms. The 24-percent in-
crease in readers could also be attributed in
part to the popularity of the new Saturday
morning hours of service. Among the mate-
rials most in demand were doctoral disserta-
tions, early city directories, and corporation
annual reports.

To improve controls over the periodicals,
government serials, and newspapers in its
custody, the Serial Division placed increased
emphasis on its bibliographic activities during
the year. Research work for the proposed
Guide to Bibliographies of Government Pub-
lications, an updating of James B. Childs’
Government Document Bibliography (1942),
was begun during the year and immediately
revealed the enormous expansion in the pub-
lication of government documents since World
War II. The Childs work cited some 400 bibli-
ographic tools; it is expected that the new
work will contain well over 2,000 entries, in-
ternational organizations alone accounting for
over 400. In developing the required informa-
tion, the division sent lists to State libraries
and other agencies in all 50 States with a
request for additions and corrections. The re-
sponse has been gratifying. A new edition of
Newspapers Currently Received and Perma-
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nently Retained in the Library of Congress,
issued in November 1968, lists 255 U.S. and
876 foreign newspapers.

The Hispanic Foundation’s association with
the Conference on Latin American History
publications program generated three impor-
tant publications during the year. Latin Amer-
ican Newspapers in United States Libraries:
A Union List was published in April 1969.
Soviet Image of Contemporary Latin Amer-
ica: A Documentary History, 1960-1968, by
J- Gregory Oswald and edited by Robert G.
Carlton, was scheduled for publication in the
fall of 1969. Latin America: A Guide to the
Historical Literature, edited by Charles C.
Griffin, was completed in manuscript when
this report want to press.

During the year the Handbook of Latin
American Studies, No. 30, Humanities, was
published and No. 31, Social Sciences, went to
press. Henry E. Adams is the editor of both.
Publication of a second edition of the Na-
tional Directory of Latin Americanists, pro-
duced by computer, is anticipated for 1970.
Other publications nearing completion are
volumes 11 and 12 of the Handbook of Mid-
dle American Indians, edited by Howard F.
Cline and entitled, respectively, Relaciones
Geogrdficas and European Traditions.

The rumble of Russian tanks in St. Wen-
ceslas Square in Prague gave rise to an urgent
request to update a study entitled Aspects of
Intellectual Ferment in the Soviet Union, pre-
pared in 1966 by Sergius Yakobson and Rob-
ert V. Allen, The revised text, with additional
material relating to the invasion of Czecho-
slovakia, was issued as a Senate document
under the title Aspects of Intellectual Ferment
and Dissent in the Soviet Union. The unrest in
Czechoslovakia helped to focus attention on
the Library’s exhibit, Czechoslovak Cultural
and Political History, which had been planned
months earlier to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of Czech independence. The after-
math of the Russian occupation was reflected
in requests for biographical data on noted
Czech refugee-scholars who had recently
emigrated and who were now candidates for
academic posts in the United States. The

Library also continued to maintain lively con-
tacts with Slavic and Central European
specialists around the world. A scholar in
Vietnam wanted information on mountaineer-
ing in the USSR ; a scholar in Argentina who
does not read English asked for data in French
on the Russian Army and its Turkish cam-
paign of 1877-78; and a German university
inquired about some rare German publica-
tions on the American Revolution.

In the interest of increasing the awareness
of and stimulating the use of its publications,
the Slavic and Central European Division
distributed to over 2,000 members of profes-
sional organizations a list of 19 titles currently
available in printed form or in photocopies.
Among new publications is Poland in the
Collections of the Library of Congress, written
by Kazimierz Grzybowski of Duke University
with bibliographic and editorial assistance by
the division’s staff.

For Members of Congress the Orientalia
Division translated into English documents in
Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Thai, Indonesian,
Hindi, Urdu, Vietnamese, Tamil, Tongan,
Lao, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Armenian,
Yiddish, and Hebrew. An increasing number
of American scholars consulted the South
Manchuria Railway collections and publica-
tions of the former Government-General of
Formosa (1895-1945), and scholars from
Japan used the pre-1945 documents of the
former Police Bureau of the Japanese Minis-
try of Home Affairs.

Among the research topics investigated in
the Orientalia Division during the year were
Chinese influence on Vietnamese society dur-
ing the precolonial era as reflected in the so-
ciety today; correspondence between King
Mongkut of Thailand and President Lincoln;
the economic situation in Iran; the regnal
years of Israelite kings; and the use of the term
“rabbi” in the Gospels.

Although all categories of reference service
offered by the Music Division showed in-
creases, the largest was in the number of Con-
gressional telephone requests received and
answered. The national anthem became a sub-
ject of controversy and, therefore, of reference
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interest to the Music Division. One group of
inquiries arose from the unorthodox perform-
ance of The Star-Spangled Banner at the
opening of the Democratic National Conven-
tion and at the fourth World Series game in
Detroit; others reflected concern over its
‘“unsingability.”

Foreign visitors came to the Music Division
throughout the year, but especially in Septem-
ber during the week of the Joint Congress of
the International Music Council and the In-
ternational Association of Music Libraries. Of
the many requests for help with scholarly
projects, perhaps the most unusual was for the
selection of folk music recordings to be used
in studying the effect of music on plant
growth.

Visitors came to the Archive of Folk Song
from all over the world, including Israel,
Japan, Germany, Australia, and the Congo.
A large number of readers were students en-
rolled in the ballad and Negro music courses
at Howard University and the folklore courses
at the University of Maryland.

In picture research even as in painting and
movie scripts, the Prints and Photographs Di-
vision noted that the thirties appear to be re-
placing the Roaring Twenties in popularity.
At least two publishers are preparing pictorial
surveys on this decade. A filmmaker used the
historical photography collections to prepare
a series of programs on documentary photog-
raphy for Swedish television. Other intensive
users of the division worked on U.S. labor,
the photographs of Arnold Genthe (most of
whose extant pictures are in the Library),
Presidential elections and campaigns, Rem-
brandt etchings, and—in response to the
nearly inexhaustible interest in the White
House—Presidential pets. Pictorial material
was also sought for studies of water pollution,
early ballooning, the centennial of baseball,
bonus marchers, and Shaker architecture.
One of the questions that occasionally con-
fuse reference librarians was a request for a
picture of the Alaskan seal, which turned out
to be the heraldic device, not the mammal.

Among the orders for photoduplication
from the Prints and Photographs Division, the

57

Historic American Buildings Survey retained
its lead over all other collections, passing the
1,300-item mark in one month. Universities
used the collections, especially those of archi-
tecture and fine prints, more intensively than
in previous years. A project of special interest
was the article on the division prepared by the
usiA for publication in its magazine Africa.

The division’s staff prepared the catalog
for the 21st National Exhibition of Prints and
cited the Library’s holdings for a union list
of art auction catalogs, 1901-5, being pre-
pared by the Rijksbureau voor Kunsthisto-
rische Documentatie in The Hague. A brief
introduction by S. K. Stevens, chairman of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation,
accompanied the selection of drawings and
photographs from the HABs, published under
the title “Preservation Through Documenta-
tion” in the October 1968 issue of the Quar-
terly Journal. An offprint of this article was
issued as the catalog for the exhibition of the
same name.

During the early 1960’s, the chief users of
the Library’s motion picture collections were
television networks and documentary film-
makers, who wanted to consult and copy the
captured World War II films. Now, by far the
largest group of researchers come from the
universities. Their inquiries cover a large
variety of subjects and the entire time span of
film history.

In the Geography and Map Division the di-
versity of the readers and of their interests was
illustrated by the writer who examined maps
of Berlin as background for a novel dealing
with the airlift; the researcher who consulted
maps and charts of Tampa Bay in a study of
changing shorelines during the 18th and 19th
centuries; and the adventurous young man
who studied numerous maps of Europe and
Asia preparatory to undertaking a journey, by
Land Rover, from Western Europe to Nepal.

Selected maps and charts of the Pacific
Ocean were reproduced by a motion picture
company engaged in preparing a film about
Pear]l Harbor. Solutions to social and medical
problems may also be found on maps; a rep-
resentative of the National Institutes of
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Health, for example, examined large-scale
maps of Louisiana in connection with a study
of the possible relationship between a high
cancer rate and inbreeding among French-
speaking Cajuns in the Mississippi Delta. Sim-
ilarly, ethnographic and linguistic maps of
Africa were consulted by a college professor
in a study of the relationship of the lingua
franca spoken by today’s ghetto youths and
the parent language spoken by their African
ancestors. A number of maps relating to the
opening of Japan in 1854 by Commodore
Matthew C. Perry were lent to the Smith-
sonian Institution for an exhibition held in
connection with its publication of Perry’s
journal.

Through published bibliographies and lists
of maps, the division extends its services to
scholars throughout the world. Facsimiles of
Rare Historical Maps; a List of Reproductions
for Sale by Various Publishers and Distrib-
utors was issued in a third, revised and en-
larged edition early in 1969, and by June a
reprint had to be considered. Detroit and Vi-
cinity Before 1900, published in 1968, is an
annotated list of 237 historical maps of De-
troit dating back to 1700. In press and sched-
uled for publication in the next fiscal year
were Guide to the History of Cartography and
A la Carte; Selected Papers about Early Maps
and Atlases, which brings together in one vol-
ume papers on the history of cartography pub-
lished in the Quarterly Journal of the Library
of Congress over a period of more than a
quarter of a century.

The Science and Technology Division’s
Reading Room was substantially refurbished
during the year, providing more convenient
and attractive space for readers, who, as a
consequence, increased. The fifth directory
prepared by the National Referral Center for
Science and Technology, a Directory of In-
formation Resources in the United States:
General Toxicology, will appear in fiscal 1970.
Compiled in cooperation with the Toxicology
Information Program at the National Library
of Medicine, it describes over 750 information
sources. A special publication issued during
the year, UFQO’s and Related Subjects: An
Annotated Bibliography, was produced with

support provided by the Air Force Office of
Scientific Research and is believed to be the
most extensive bibliography published to date
on the subject. An exhibit was prepared by
the Aeronautics Section in conjunction with
its publication.

The Pesticides Documentation Section was
established in fiscal 1969 to supply biblio-
graphical and reference data on pesticide re-
search to the National Agricultural Library,
where the material is collated and published
in the Pesticides Documentation Bulletin. The
National Agricultural Library also uses the
information as the reference base for subject
searches made for its associated professional
communities,

After 10 years of existence, Aerospace
Medicine and Biology: A Continuing Bibliog-
raphy ceased publication because financial
support from the sponsor was no longer avail-
able. The passing of the Aerospace Medicine
and Biology Bibliography Section, which also
produced a number of other bibliographies,
has been noted with regret by scientists and
others active in the field of aviation medicine.

In addition to producing the Bibliography
on Snow, Ice, and Frozen Ground, the Cold
Regions Bibliography Section continued the
abstracting and indexing of current Antarctic
literature under the sponsorship of the Office
of Antarctic Programs, National Science Foun-
dation, resulting in publication of the third
volume of the Antarctic Bibliography. The
retrospective Antarctic Bibliography, 1951-
1961, is nearly completed and will be pub-
lished during the next fiscal year.

At the end of the year the Special Bibliog-
raphies Section was working on biblio-
graphic projects dealing with air pollution,
electronic components, isotope separation,
psychological warfare, and ship salvage and
harbor clearance. The year’s publications in-
cluded the sixth volume of Air Force Scien-
tific Research Bibliography (1962) ; Air Pollu-
tion Publications: A Selected Bibliography
with Abstracts, 1966-1968, compiled for the
National Air Pollution Control Administra-
tion; and Resistance and Control of Sub-
merged Bodies: An Annotated Bibliography.



THE REFERENCE DEPARTMENT

Services to the Blind
and Physically Handicapped

Growth and experimentation marked fiscal
1969 for the Division for the Blind and Physi-
cally Handicapped. Four regional libraries
were added, the collections continued to ex-
pand in size and scope, thousands of readers
began using the services, and nearly all sec-
tions assumed new responsibilities or provided
new or expanded services.

Opening of regional libraries in Baltimore,
Md., Frankfort, Ky., Pierre, S. Dak., and
Carson City, Nev., brought their total number
to 42. Eventually every State will have at least
one library serving the blind and physically
handicapped. The total readership served by
these libraries passed the 165,000 mark with
the addition of approximately 18,000 talking
book and 2,500 braille readers.

To meet the needs of this large and heteroge-
neous public, the division not only added
more titles to the collection than had been
added in any previous year but also sought to
diversify the collection as much as possible.
Certain fields received special emphasis,
among them black history, with titles like
Soul on Ice, and the Life and Times of Fred-
erick Douglass; the applied sciences, with titles
in astronomy, biology, meteorology, and medi-
cine, as examples; and regional American his-
tory, with such titles as Wisconsin Lore, The
Yazoo River, and Yankee Kingdom. To main-
tain high interest for those with limited vocab-
ularies, specially abridged versions of Fail-
Safe and Go Tell It on the Mountain were
selected. In addition, four new talking-book
magazines were chosen: Life en Espaiiol,
Ebony, Music Journal, and Ranger Rick’s
Nature Magazine, the latter a children’s jour-
nal produced by the National Wildlife Federa-
tion. Five new braille magazines were also
selected to be circulated in fiscal 1970. Alto-
gether, during the past year, more than 600
new talking books were released and over half
that many braille titles were added to the
collections.

A special acquisition of the year was the
manuscript for Introduction to Braille Music
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Transcription, purchased from its author,
Mary Turner de Garmo. This long-awaited
manual, which should standardize the produc-
tion of braille music scores, is being printed
for the Library by the American Printing
House for the Blind in Louisville, Ky., and
will be distributed by the division’s Music
Services Unit to volunteer braille transcribers.

Several technical advances, symbolic of the
division’s refusal to be satisfied with the status
quo, were made the past year. One was the
refinement of the talking-book machine intro-
duced last year. The position, as well as the
design, of knobs and switches was altered to
make the machines easier to handle. Incorpo-
ration of a solid-state amplifier provides an
“instant on” feature that allows the machine
to be turned off and on again without remov-
ing the needle and without losing more than a
syllable of the text. Accessories, including ear-
phones and speed and remote control devices,
were ordered for the next year. Improvements
have also extended to the records themselves,
During the year, all magazines began to be
recorded at 83 rpm. This new speed is eco-
nomical because it permits up to two times as
much reading time per record. Since fewer
records are required, readers and regional li-
braries can handle the magazines with greater
ease.

Advances were also made in the braille
field. The division cosponsored, along with
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sensory
Aids Evaluation and Development Center and
the American Printing House for the Blind,
a project that resulted in the experimental
publication of The East Indiaman by means
of “computerized braille.” The cost of this
process does not make large-scale production
feasible at this time, but it holds great hope for
the future since this method can make braille
editions available at the same time the print
edition is released.

Another important technical innovation
was the pilot study to test commercially avail-
able tape cassettes and tape cassette players.
Catalogs of 150 cassette-book titles and cas-
sette players were sent to approximately 1,000
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readers, selected by the regional librarians for
their mobility. The division wanted to dis-
cover the reaction of people on-the-go to this
compact, lightweight, portable reading form
and to test its durability. The response was
enthusiastic; participants in the experiment
praised the ease with which both the machine
and the cassette tapes could be handled.
Further study is planned for fiscal 1970, with
tape cassettes of titles especially selected for
college-bound high school students.

A highlight of the past year was the 1968
Conference of Regional Librarians held at the
division’s headquarters in Washington, in
early December. In attendance were 34 re-
gional librarians and 27 other guests including
Title IV consultants and representatives from
related agencies. Conferees were able to com-
pare activities in their libraries and to evalu-
ate the program of the division. There were
discussion sessions on statistics, staffing, circu-
lation, and book selection. The latter was a
topic of prime interest because of the an-
nouncement at the conference of some of the
findings of a reader-interest survey.

The division had commissioned Nelson As-
sociates, Inc., of New York to undertake a
survey of the reading interests, equipment
preferences, and personal characteristics of
handicapped readers and to report on circu-
lation practices in selected regional libraries.
The report, which was officially released in
April 1969, was based on questionnaires and
interviews with readers and librarians during
the summer and fall of 1968. The results
showed that 43 percent of the division’s read-
ership is made up of persons 65 or older, whose
interests do not appreciably differ from those
of other groups. But these older readers, ac-
cording to the survey, are less likely to be
interested in instructional materials, special
interest magazines, science fiction, and novels
in which sex and violence appear. Nelson Asso-
ciates suggested making diversification in the
collections a basic objective. They also rec-
ommended that centers be established to col-
lect specialized materials and build cooperative

service and that regional libraries maintain
centralized data banks on each of their read-
ers. It was gratifying to learn that most read-
ers rated both service and selection high.

One of the problems that has always faced
the division has been reaching those who are
eligible to use its services but are not aware
of either the program or their own eligibility.
During the past year, concerted efforts cen-
tered on making the program known. Staff
members attended various conferences and
conventions, carrying with them exhibits
graphically portraying the servives offered
through the division. For three of the con-
ferences, special subject bibliographies in bro-
chure form were produced: Adult Education
Opportunities for Handicapped Persons, Re-
ligious Reading for the Handicapped, and
Talking Books and Cerebral Palsy.

Good service is always one of the best
sources of publicity. During fiscal 1969 the
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