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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


THE translator deems it proper to state, that his labors 
on NEACfDER began, and were prosecuted to the comple
tion of several successive volumes or parts of the present 
work, many years ago, - though not before a partial 
translation of the same work had already appeared in 
England. 

He has certainly no reason to regret, but rather much 
reason to congratulate himself, that his first translation 
did not find its way to the press. In 1843, Dr. NEAXDER 

sent forth a second edition of the first volume of his 
work, embracing the history of the church in the first 
three centuries. In this new edition, the alterations are 
numerous and important. The great features of the 
original work, its method and spirit, are, indeed, faithfully 
preserved; but, in other respects, there are very decided 
improvements. 

These important changes, occurring not here and there, 
but through entire pages and paragraphs, have made it 
necessary to translate nearly the whole of the first volume 
anew. The translator has submitted to tlus labor with 
the morc cheerfulness, as it enables him to present the 
work to the English reader in the form in which Dr. 
NEANDER has been pleased to express his wish that it 
should appear. 

It has been, throughout, the translator's aim and effort 
to render a faithful version of the original. lIe has 
never felt himself at liberty, on any account whatever, 
to add any thing to the text, or to omit any tlung from it. 



iv TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. ADVERTISEM:ENT. 

He has never resorted to notes for the purpose of explain
ing any thing which could be made sufficiently plain in 
the place where it stood. On the extreme difficulty of 
giving an exact transcript in English of an author's lan
guage, so exceedingly idiomatic, so thoroughly German 
in all his habits of thought and modes of expression as 
the author of this History, he need not enlarge. If 
allowance be made for the slight but necessary modifica
tions which for this reason have sometimes been resorted 
to, the translator believes it will be found, that as he has 
clearly conceived his author's meaning, so he has faith
fully expressed it ill. some form of English that can be 
understood. 

In conclusion, he would take this occasion to express 
his grateful acknowledgments to all those friends who 
have encouraged and assisted him in the execution of 

.his task; and in a very particular manner to the Rev, 
JOSEPH TRACY, whose consent to overlook the proof.. 
sheets before they carne under the translator's final re
vision, was an act of real kindness, which will not by 
him be very easily forgotten. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE publishers have concluded tO'issue this first vol
ume, without waiting for the second, now in the press. 
Meantime, the translator has been informed that a new 
edition of the second volume has appeared just in Ger
many. It is his intention to procure this new edition as 
early as possible, and to incorporate all the important 
additions and improvenlents it may contain with the 
second vulume of the translation before it (Toes forth to

b 
the public. 



DEDICATION OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


TO F. VON SCHELLING, THE PHILOSOPHER. 

As the first volume of my Church History is about to make its appearance in a 
betrer shape, I feel constmined to take this opportunity of presenting you a testi
mony of my sincere respect and love, and my hearty thanks for all the instruction 
and excitement to thought derived from what you have said, both puhlicly and in 
the intercourse of private life, and for all you have done, during your residence 
bere, in the service of our common holy cause. 'Vhen I dedicate a work of this 
character to Ii philosopher like you, I know that it is nothing foreign from your 
philosophy; for that takes history for its point of departure, and would teach us to 
understand it aecording to its inward essence. In striving to apprehend the history 
of the church, not as a mere juxtaposition of outward facts, but as a development 
proceeding from within, and presenting an image and reflex of internal history, I 
trust that 1 am serving a spirit which may claim some relationsillp to your philoso
phy, however feeble the powers with which it may be done. In what you publicly 
expressed respecting the stadia in the development of the Christian church, how 
much there was which struck in harmony with my own views! I might feel some 
hesitation in laying before a man of your classical attainments, such a master oj 
form as well as of matter, a work of whose defects, when compared with the idea 
lit its foundatiou, no one can be more conscious than its author. But I know, too, 
that fellowship of spirit and feeling will be accounted of more worth by you, than 
all else besilks. 

Trusting, then, that you will accept this offering in the same spirit with which 
it is presented, I conclude with the sincerest wishes that a gracious God may lon~ 
preserve you in health, and the full enjoyment of your powers; that he would 
make you wholly our own, and long keep you in the midst of us, to awaken the 
lp(')r 1rTtp09VT(,)P in the minds of our beloved German youth; to exert your power
ful influence against all debasement and crippling of the intelle(~t; to lead back 
those who are astray, from the unnatural and the distorted to a healthful simplicity; 
to exhibit a pattern of ricrht method and of true free.dom in science; to testify 
of that which constitutes the goal and central point of all history; and - so far as 
it comes within the province of science - to prepare the way for that new, Chris
tian age of the world, whose dawn already greets us from afar; that, for such ends 
II.'! these, He would prolong the evening of your life, and make it even more glori
ous than was its morning. 

These are the sincere ltl'ld fervent wishes of him who calls hiinself, with his 
whole heart, Yours, A. NEANDER. 

BERLIN, JULY 11, 1842. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


To exhibit the history of the Church of Christ, as a living witness of the divine 
power of Chl~stianity; as a school of Christian experience; a voice, sounding 
throuO'h the u!Yes, of' instruction, of' doctrine, and of reproof, for aU who are dis
poscd"to li~tf'n '; this, from tl?e earliest pcrio,\has been th? leading ain; of my life 
and studif's. At the same tIme, I was always Impressed WIth the magmtude of the 
undertakin)!, and with the great ditliculties which must attend it, if so conducted 
as to alBW,'r the demand" of science and of the great practical want which I have 
mentioned; for both of'the,c are, in the prcscnt ease, closdy connected. Nothina. 
but what ('an stand ns truth before the scrutiny of genuint', unprejudiced scienc~ 
- of a science whi('h docs not sce through the gln:"s of a particular philosophical 
or do"matic 5chool, - can bt' profitable for instruction, doctrine, and reproof; and 
wher~yer a science rdating to the thing,; of Go(1 and tlwir rf~vclation and evolu
tion among m~U1kill(l has not become. b." mi~manap:ement of human perversity, an 
insiO'nific'arot cari(,ature, or a lil"lc" ,keINon, it must nc('psg:u'ily bear these fruits. 
Sci~n('e anr1 life arc here de~igIicd to inter-penetrate each other, if life is not to 
be exposed to the manif'Jlrl contmdi('tiolls of Crl'Ol', and science to death and inanity. 

Although T certainly felt the inward call to i'uch an undertaking, yet the sense 
of it~ ,,-cip:ht ami its respomiblcllC''' - especially at the present time, which so 
lllueh nCC'lls the Itistoriwn cit(/: IIw.'Iistrmn, a" a sure compass in the storm and tnmult 
of evell!> - hils continually ddelTcd me ii'om attempting to realize the favorite 
idea which so long floated beffi\'(' m." llliTlll. After several preliminary essays, 
on works connecter/ with ('hurch history, 1 was Icd by various motives, personal 
and outward, to engage ill a task which, if too long delayed, nlight never be 
a.ccomplished. 

The immediate ontwan1 occasion was, that my respected publisher invited me to 
prpp,ne for the pre", a new (',lition of my work on the Emperor Julian; and, at 
th(' sam(~ timf\ a mOrC filII a]](l ample treatment of the subject, which in that work 
had bcen onl:' a fi·ai!'llwnt. TInt, in ,cttinp; about this task, I found that the book, 
according to the Yicw~ which I thpn entertained, would have to take an entirely 
new shape, and, if it came to any thing, to be wrought into a far more comprehen
sive whole. Thus was Slli!gcstcd tu me the thought of publishing, in the first place, 
the hi;;tory of the church in the three first centuries, as the starting point of a gen
era) Church History; and the encouragement received from my publisher coo
firmp(l me in the plan. 

I here enter, theil, upon the C'xecution of this work, and present to the public 
the first QTPat diyis;on of the historY of the charel! durinO' the three first centuries. 
The ,p(';md rli,-ision, if it l'l,'asc G~)(l, ,hall follow by th~ nC'xt Easter fair. The 
hio'tol':' of tllP Arostolic church as a whole, is, to mv own mind, of' so much impor
tance, that 1 ('ouid not prevail on myself to incorporatp. it immediately with the 
prc;;ent hi,tory. Hcn!'e, in this work, I have simply presupposed it; and I reserve 
for a fllt11l'e oPI',;rtunity the l!llbli('ation of it, as a separate work by itself . 

.May n" who IS the fountam of all "'oodn,'ss and truth attend the commence
~Cllt ~Jf: this work with .IIis blcs:;in,Q', ~nd grant me both the ability and the right 
dISposItIOn to prosecute It to the cnd. 

To conclude, 1 off,'r my heart,- thanks to all the friends who have attended this 
work, in its transit!on through tl;e press, with their kind assistance; and especially 
to my pxcf'lIent fnend, one of our pro~lising young theologians, (soon ~fte:wards 
removed to a better world,) the theologIcal student, SeWER. To his aSSIdUIty and 
ca!'c, arcolll]!anied wit!l no smalll;l~or In correcting the proofS, the appearance of 
thIS volullle IS greatly mdebted. Ihe mdexcs referrin<T to the matter of the work, 
which, it is hoped, will rontribute much to the reader'~ convenience are also due 
to the industry of this valued and beloved friend. ' 

A.NEANDER. 
BERLIN, OCTOBER ]8, ]825. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


FIRST of all, I would thankfully acknowledge the Divine goodness which ha.~ 
enabled me - beyond any expectations I could have fonned when, seventeen 
years ago, I commenced the publication of my Church History - to prosecute the 
work so far, and also to recast the first volume of it in a better shape. The mst 
edition having been disposed of within a year, a reimpression of the text and 
doubling the number of copies made it possible to defer the preparation of a new 
edition for so long a period. For this I am indebted to the prudent arrangement 
of my respected publisher; for had I undertaken to prepare a new edition at any 
earlier period, it would hardly have been in my power to carry forward the work 
so far as I have. Besides, owing to the long interval which has elapsed, I had be
come almost a stranger to jhis portion of it, in its original fonn; and hence the 
defects which dema.nded correetion, could not fail to appear to me the more 
glaring. Many of the corrections have been suggested by the remarks of friends 
and of enemies; and I trust I shall ever be glad to listen also to the latter, when 
the truth speaks through them. 

I must still hold fast to the same fundamental position in theology, and in the 
contemplation of history, which I held at the outset of my undertaking. I must 
strenuously defend it, over against, and in opposition to, the same main tendencies 
which I then had to combat. On many points, history, in the mean time, has 
already decided. Nothing will remain hidden: principles must unfold themselves, 
and bring out to the light the results which lie within them. When this has been 
done, all the shifts are in vain, by which men would seek to reverse the decision 
of history, and repeat over again the old trick of deception. 

'IVhcn, at the commencement of my labors, seventeen years ago, I dedicated my 
work to the friend who was about to leave me, 'VILHELM BOHMER,-ll.l young man 
whom I looked upon as the representative of a whole class inspired WIth the same 
disposition; who has since, as a man, maintained his standing among the learned 
theologians and teachers of the church, and with whom I have ever remained 
bound by the same fellowship of spirit,-I affixed to it the motto of our common 
theology, and of this exhibition of history: "Pectus est, quod theologum facit." 
We need not be ashamed of this maxim; shame rather to those who were bold 
enough to ridicule it. They haye pronounced sentence on themselves. It was the 
watehword of those men who called forth theology from the dead forms of scholas
ticism to the living spirit of God's word. So let this be our motto still, in despite 
of all starveling or over-cramrned Philisters, - of all the foolish men who wrap 
themselves in the conceit of their own superior science, or who allow themselves 
to be dazzled by such vain pretensions. 

The first division of this work, in its present altered shape, will occupy two 
volumes. The second volume, with the Divine permission, will soon follow the 
present;· and I hope, also, the continuation of the whole work will no longer 
be delayed. 

.A.. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, JULY 11, 1842. 

• The two volumes are embraeed In the fIrBt volume of the present translation. 



DEDICATION OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


TO MY BELOVED AND MUCH-HONORED FRIEND, 

DR. HEUBNER, 
SUPRRINTEXDENT-GENERAL AT WITTENBERG, 

THE THEOLOGUS NON GLORlJE SED CRUCIS. 

WHEN, last year, the noule festi,'al WUB held in commem?ration ~f the twenty
fifth anniYersan' of YOUI" Thcolo(!ical Seminarv, Ji'mn wInch, dUflIlg that space 
of time, so ricil a ble:;sin" has tlowed to the 'churches of this country, gladly 
would I have borne sOllie ~art or other in honor of this occasion so interesting to 
my heltrt. It wa~ not my hnppincss to enjoy that .l'rivikge. I now come after 
the feast, with a small ofr('l"in.~·. which ussures YOU of Illy sincere love and respect. 
There is abo a juhilt't'-ti'stiva'l in commemol"atlon of Ollr all~i('nt friendship. It is 
now more thun five :mil twenty years since it was mv hal'l'lIlcss to make your ac
quaintance, in tIll' society of tl;at Illall of God, ,,·ho b:lt a short time ago was called 
home ii'om the midst of nO', BAIlON YOX KOTTWITZ, a man whose memory thou
sands bl(,58, - and from that time I have look",\ towards you as to a point of light 
amid the darkncss of this worldl~" age. You will reel'i.e this tribute of my sincere 
esteem with ill(llllgcnt good-wilL If you find a good deal here, as in other writings 
of mine, whi(~h does not a,'cord with your own views of doctrine, this, I am con
fident, cannot dist1ll'b your kind f',<Jings. You 11Jl,h'\"staru! how to make subordinate 
differences n~eede anrl gil'e pltH'e to the higher f"Ilow:,hip grounded on that one 
fonndation, whieh is Christ. You are a (liseil'le of the true spirit of love and free
dom, which, so far from insisti!!" that everythin" shall be cast in the same mould, 
maketh free. ". n 

God l;\rant that you may be spared yet. many years, as a blessing to his church, 
which, m these times of encroaching darkll('ss, needs weh witnesses above all 
things else. "With all my heart, yours, 

BERLIN, JUXE 28, 1843. A. NEANDER. 

PREF~\CE TO THE SECO~D VOLUME. 
THE following is that part of the first book of my Church History, which con

tains the history of ciol'trinps. The activc investigations whieh have been going 
on, during the few years past, in this drp~rtmellt, ;raye occasion, here especially, 
for the cOlTe,·tion or IllO}'tl :nnpl8 proof of many things which I had advanced j 
and I am r('joice,\ thaL th,' opportnllity has been ;riven me for making these im
proyements. A tPIl,len('y which aims at sciene~ and "'pirit b),: referring everyt~ng 
to t.he head, could, most as:;ul'etlly, never find m me any thmg but an unfashion
able opponent, 

In cOllclusion, I prescnt my lwartv thanks to nw fricnrl IfERMANN ROSSEL, for 
the patient and skiltill care ,;hieh he has bestowed on the 'correction of this volume, 
and in preparing the running-tit.les, and the indexes at the end. 

The t,yO prehlccs to the Se('ont! and third volumes of the first edition, I leave 
out for wallt of room, The third volume was dcdieatpd to the beloved man with 
whom, ag a collea;ruc, I haV!~ s~ncc had the pleasure of being permanently connect
ed, and was mC'ant as a salutatlOll of heartv love on the occasion of his thcn recent 
arrival on a visit to this city, in Jllly 19th '1827. 

The guide to Church H;stmy, which I promised some time ago, will now beyond 
all doubt 1:>e ]lrepare(~ by a very dear young friend of mine, Hr. LIe.•JACOBI, who 
has already m3.de Illmsplf favorably known by his essay on Pdagius, and from 
whom the best which could be done may be expected. 

A. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, JUNE 23, 1843. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CONDITION OF THE WORLD, ROMAN, GREEK AND JEWISH, AT THE TIME OF THE FIRST 
APPEARANCE AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY. 

IT shall be our purpose to trace, from the small mustard-grain, 
through the course of the past centuries, lying open for our inspection, 
the growth of that mighty tree, which is destined to overshadow the 
earth, and under the branches of which all its people are to find a. 
safe habitation. The history will show how a little leaven, cast into 
the mass of humanity, has been gradually penetrating it. Looking back 
on the period of eighteen centuries, we would survey a process of ~e
velopment in which we ourselves are included; a process moving 
steadily onward, though not in a direct line, but through various wind
ings, yet in the end furthered by whatever has attempted to arrest its 
course; a process having its issue in eternity, but constantly following 
the same laws, so that in the past, as it unfolds itself to our view, we 
may see the germ of the future, which is coming to meet us. But 
although the contemplation of history enables us to perceive the powers 
as they are prepared in their secret laboratories, and as they are ex
hibited in actual operation, yet in order to a right understanding of 
all this, it is pre-supposed that we have formed some just conception of 
that in its inward essence, which we would study in its manifestation 
and process of development. Our knowledge here falls into a neces
sary circle. To understand history, it is supposed that we have some 
understanding of that which constitutes its working principle; but it 
is also history which furnishes us the proper test, by which to ascer
tain whether its principle has been rightly apprehended. Certainly, 
then, our understanding of the history of Christianity will depend on 
the conception we have formed to ourselves of Christianity itself. 

Now Christianity we regard not as a power that has sprung up out 
of the hidden depths of man's nature, but as one which descended 
from above, because heaven opened itself for the rescue of revolted 
humanity; a power which, as it is exalted above all that human nature 
can create out of its own resources, must impart to that nature a new 
life, and change it from its inmost centre. The great source of this 
power is the person whose life its appearance exhibits to us - Jesus of 
Nazareth - the Redeemer of mankind when alienated from God by 
sm. In the submission of faith to him, and the appropriation of the 
truth which he revealed, consists the essence of Christianity, and of 
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2 RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY 

that fellowship of the divine life resulting from it, whieh we designate 
under the name of the church. Out of this springs the common con
sciousness, which unites all its members in one, however separated 
from one another by space or time. The continuance of all those 
ao-encies, whereby Christianity has given a new turn to the life of our 
r~ce, depends on our holding fast to this, its peculiar essence, to the 
same that has been the spring of these agencies from the beginning. 
To the Kingdom of God, which derived its origin from these influences 
in humanity, and which must ever continue to spring up afresh from the 
same, may be applied the remark of an ancient historian respecting 
the kingdoms of the world, that they will be preserved by the same 
means to which thev were indebted for their foundation. 1 

But although Cf;ristianity can be understood only as something 
which is above nature and reason, something communicated to them 
from a higher sourcc, yet it stands in necessary connection with the 
essence of these powers and with their mode of development, - other
wise, indeed, it could not be fitted to elevate them to any higher stage; 
otherwise, it would not operate on them at all. And such a connec
tion, considered by itself, wc must presume to exist in the works of God, 
in the mutual and harmonions agreement of which is manifested the 
divine order of the ulliYerse. The connection of which we now speak 
consists in this; that what has by their Creator been implanted in the 
essence of human nature and reaSOll, what has its ground in their idea 
and their destination, can atta,in to its full realization only by means of 
that higher principle, ~tS we see it actually realized in Him who is its 
Source, and ill whom is expressed the original type and model, after 
which humanity has to strive. And accordingly, we see the evidence 
of this connection, whenever wo observe how huma,n naturo and reason 
do, by virtue of this, their original capacity, actually strive, in their his
torical development, towards this highcr principle, which needs to be 
communicated to them in order to their own completion; and how, by 
the same capacity they are made recepti ve of this principle and conduct
ed onward till they yield to it, and become moulded by its influence. 
It is simply because such a connection exists, because in all cases 
where, through the historic preparation, the soil has been rendered suit
able for its reception, Christianity enters readily into all that is human, 
striving to assimilate it to its own nature, and to inter-penetrate it with 
its own power, that on a superficial view, it appears as if Christianity 
itself were only a product resulting from the combination of the 
different spiritual elements it had drawn together; and the opinion 
has found advocates, that it could titus be explained. So may it also 
become blended for a while with the impure elements, attracted by its 
influence, and in its manifestation assume a shape which wholly 
resembles them; - till at length, by its own intrinsic power, it begins 
a process of purification, from which it issues forth refined and ennobled, 
even in its outward form. But this circumstance, aO'ain might seem 
to furnish some hold for the opinion, as if all those imp~e elements, 

1 Imperium facile his artibus retinetur, quibus initio partum est. 
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which only attached themselves to Christianity in its outward mani
festation, sprang from its essence; while on the contrary, the real 
operation of its essence, as the process of development went on, was 
to separate and reject them. In the contemplation of history, as of 
nature, it is always in truth a very difficult thing to avoid confounding 
accidental symptoms with more deep-seated agencies, - to distinguish 
clearly the true cause from what merely works on the surface.1 

If this holds good, so far as it concerns the relation of Christianity 
to the development of human nature generally, it will be found to 
apply with peculiar force to that great period, which was chosen for 
the appearance of the Saviour of the world; and for the diffusion 
among mankind, from him, as the source, of those powers from above, 
which formed the commencement of that new creation, whose progres
sive work became thenceforth the final problem and the goal of history. 
It is, therefore, ~nly from its historical connection with the previous 
development of that portion of mankind, among whom Christianity 
first appeared, that its effects can be rightly understood; and such a 
connected view of the subject is necessary, in order to clear the way 
of false explanations. 

This connection is hinted at by the Apostle Paul, where he says 
that Christ appeared when the fulnes8 of the time was come. For 
herein, certainly, it is implied, that the precise time when he appeared 
had some particular relation to his a,ppearance ; - that the preparatory 
steps, through the previous development in the history of the nations, 
had been directed precisely to this point, and were destined to proceed 
just so far, in order to admit of this appearance - the goal and central 
point of all. It is true, this appearance stands in an altogether peculiar 
relation to the religion of the Hebrews, which was designed to prepare 
the way for it in an altogether peculiar sense. It is connected with 
this religion by the common element of a divine revelation, - the 
super-natural and supra-rational element; by the common interest of 
Theism and the Theocracy; as all revealed religion, the entire devel
opment of Theism and the Theocracy, points from the beginning 
towards one end; which being reached, every thing must be re
cognized as belonging to one organic whole, - a whole wherein all 
the principal momenta served to announce beforehand, and to prepare 
the way for, the end towards which they were tending as their last 
fulfilment and consummation. It is in this reference, Christ says of 
his relation to this religion, what he could not say after the same 
manner, of his relation to any other; - that he was not come to 
destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil; although it remains 
none the less true, that Christ stands in the relation of one, who came 
not to destroy but to fulfil, to all the truth at bottom in all religions, to 
the purely human element wherever it may be found. But still we 
must not confine ourselves here to the connection of the appearance 
of Christianity with Judaism alone. Judaism itself, as the revealed 
religion of Theism, can be understood in its true si~cance, only as 

1 We might apply here what the great kindred subject: 'Apx~ Tt c5tarpepEl lca~ 1!"OUQV 
historian Polybius says on another, though Ot€UT'TJI(EV alriar; Kat 1!"porpauEOJ,. III. VI,! 6. 
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contrasted with the Nature-religion of Paganism. Whilst on the one 
hand, the seed of divine truth out of which Christianity sprang, was 
communicated to reason by divine revelation; so on the other hand, 
reason unfolding itself from beneath, must seek, especially among 
that great historical people, the Greeks, how far it could singly, and by 
its own power, advance in the knowledge of divine things. To this, the 
Apostle Paul alludes, when he says, "God hath determined for all 
nations the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation, 
- how long they should continue, and how far they should extend their 
sway, - that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him and find him." And so, too, when he says of the times immediately 
preceding the revelation of the gospel, that the world, by its own wis
dom, sought to know God in his wisdom, but could not know him. As it 
had been intrusted to the Hebrews to preserve and transmit the heaven
derived element of the Theistic religion, so it was ordained that 
among the Greeks, all seeds of human culture should unfold themselves 
in beautiful harmony, to a complete and perfect whole; and then 
Christianity, taking up the opposition between the divine and the 
human, was to unite both in one, and show how it was necessary that 
both should co-operate to prepare for the appearance of itself and for 
the unfolding of what it contains. Origen had no hesitation in admit
ting, what Celsus the great antagonist of Christianity maintained, when 
he ascribed to the Greeks a peculiar adaptation of talents and fitness 
of position, which qualified them for applying human culture to the 
development and elaboration of those elements of divine knowledge 
they had received from other quarters, namely from the East. l 

Besides, among Pagans, the transient flashes of a deeply-seated con
sciousness of God, - the sporadic revelations of Him in whom we live 
and move and have our being, and who has not left himself without wit
ness among any people,-are too clear to be mistaken; the testimonia 
animro naturaliter christianre, as it is expressed by an ancient father, 
which pointed to Christianity. And while it was necessary that the 
influence of Judaism should penetrate into the heathen world, in order to 
prepare the way and open a point of communication for Christianity, so 
was it needful also, that the stern and repulsive stiffness of Judaism 
should be softened and expanded by the elements of Hellenic culture, 
in order to become recipient for what was new in the presentations of 
the Gospel. The three great historical nations had to contribute, each 
in its own peculiar way, to prepare the soil for the planting of Chris
tianity, - the Jews on the side of the religious element; the Greeks on 
the side of science and art; the Romans, as masters of the world, on 
the side of the political element. When the fulness of the time was 
arrived, and Christ appeared, - when the goal of history had thus 
been ~e.achcd, - then it was, that through him, and by the power of 
the spmt that proceeded from him, - the might of Christianity, - an 
the threads, hitherto separated, of human development, were to be 
brought together aftd interwoven in one web. 

1 'On "piva! (Je(JalwualrlJal Ka? uUKiiual escing in this opinion, says it serves pre
"'piJr apET~v ra {''''a (3ap/3apo)'V eVpdHvra cisely for the vindication of Christianity. 
"IlEivovir ciUIV ·EAA1]Ve~. Origen, acqui- c. eels. I. 2. 
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Now, how it was, that the different courses of development under 
revealed, and in natural religion, - under Judaism on the one hand, 
and Greek or Roman institutions Gn the other, - co-operated to prepare 
the way for Christianity, it is our present purpose more particularly to 
consider; and we will first cast a glance at the religious state of the 
pagan world among the Greeks and Romans. 

State of the Pagan World among the Greeks and Romans. 

If, in the ancient world, a dark fatality seemed to reveal itself in the 
rise and fall of nations, an irresistible cycle to which all human great
ness was forced to submit, in this impression we may recognize the 
consciousness of a necessary law of development at that stage of the 
world. All national greatness depends on the tone of public feeling 
and manners; and this again on the power of religion in the life of the 
people. But the popular religions of antiquity answered only for a 
certain stage of culture. When the nations, in the course of. their 
progress, had passed beyond this, the necessary consequence was a 
dissevering of the spirit from the religious traditions. In the C!l8e of 
the more quiet and equable development of the Oriental mind, - so 
tenacious of the old, - the opposition between the mythic religion of 
the people, and the secret, theosophic doctrines of a priestly cast, who 
gave direction to the popular conscience, might exist for centuries 
without change. But among the more excitable nations of the West, 
intellectual culture, as soon as it attained to 11 certain degree of 
independence, must necessarily fall into collision with the mythic 
religion, handed down from the infancy of the people. The more 
widely diffused cultivation became, the more extensive gl'ew this schism. 
Religion was deprived of its power, and the defection from this led 
at the same time to the depravation of morals. Thus the culture 
which had no religiou9 and moral ground of support, capable of with
standing every shock, and indestructible under all changes, - as soon 
118 it was rent from its connection with the inner life that alone gives 
the vigor of health to all human concerns, - could only degenerate into 
false civilization and corruption. There was as yet no salt, to preserve 
the life of humanity from decomposing, or to restore it back again 
when passing to decomposition. 

As it was the Grecian mind, - freed in its development from the 
influence of tradition, - to which philosophy and every independent 
science under its form, owe their existence; so too it was among the 
Greeks, that the mighty schism first presented itself, between the 
human mind striving after its freedom, and the popular religion. As 
early as the fifth and fourth conturies before Christ, the arbitrary and 
heartless dialectic of the Sophists was directed against the might of 
holy tradition and morals. Plato already represents Socrates discours
ing a.gainst this rage for enlightenment, which he characterises as 30 

"boorish wisdom," 1 that put itself to the thankless task of tracing back 

1 • AypOt"'tJ TlV2 (f0if>[~ XP"'/levo" is what natural and trivial. Phaldrus, p. 285, Plat. 
he says of one of those enlighteners who ed. Bipont, Vol. X. 
were for explaining every thing into the 

1* 
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all mvthical tales to some natural fact, neglecting meanwhile, what is 
most ~important and nearest to man, the knowledge of himself. And 
in the times immediately succeeding, appeared a certain Euemens, 
from the school of Cvrcne, who fancied that he had compassed the long
sought object, and~ resolved the whole doctrine concerning the gods, 
into a history of nature. 

Among the Romans, religion was more closely interwoven than in 
the other ancient states, with politics. One gave life to the other. 
Here, more than elsewhere, the whole civil and domestic life was based 
on religious customs, which, by their connection with modesty of man. 
ners, presented a striking contrast with the more resthetic than moral 
element of the Grecian mythology, - a system which did not shrink 
from even entering into union with immorality. 1 The great historian 
Polyhius has given a picture of Roman life, as it was a century and a 
half before Christ, while it yet retained its ancient simplicity. Judging 
by those maxims of the understanding, which, as a statesman, he was 
in the habit of applying to the affairs of the world, he believed that 
the trait of character; for which the Roman people had been commonly 
reproached, - the excessive superstition inwrought with their public and 
private life, -was, in truth, the firmest pillar of the Roman state.2 Con· 
templating religion in this outward way, he saw in it only a means, 
employed by the wisdom of law-givers, for training and leading the 
multitude. It was his opinion, that were it even possible to form a 
state of wise men, such a procedure would, perhaps, be found un
necessary. But as a counterpoise to thc power, which unruly passions 
and desires exercised over the excitable multitude, there was need of 
snch means, in order to hold them in check hy the dread of the invisi· 
ble, and by terrifying fictions.3 From thit, power of religious faith, he 
accounted for the integrity and trustworthiness of the Roman magis
trates, with whom an oath was a pledge of fidelity, to be relied on .with 
far more confidence than any nnmber of other securities in the Grecian ' 
states. But while he praised the ancients, who, not without good re&
sons, had introduced among the multi.tude these opinions concerning the 
gods and the things of the lower world, he felt constrained to censure 
those of his own contemporaries, who were most unreasonably and in· 
considerately seeking to destroy these eOllvictions. 4 

It would necessarily be the case, at the point occupied by the an
cient world, that in proportion as scienti.fic culture came to be more 
generally diffused among the people, this opposition noticed by Polybius 
between the subjective conviction of individuals and the public state· 
religion, would become more strongly marked. There were no means 
of creating a fellowship of religious interest on truthful grounds, 

1 A difference between the Roman and p"'l-'ailJV 'TrpaYflara, AiYlJ oe T~V clet~ttllU
Grecian rclif.(ions, particularly noticed by floviav. L. VI. c. 56. 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, a Greek writer B Aeirreral, Toi, u.O~/Wlr I/>6{30l, l<a~ 1j
of the Augustan age. Sec the well·known Tow{m,l Tpay<,JOU,x Til 'TrA~ff1/ ""vhelV. 
and remarkable passage in Archreol. Ro 4 !!'lorrcp 01 ITa/.awl OOKOV<1t I-'0l Tar '/!"epl 
man. I. II. c. 18. ffewv evvoia, Kal Tar VITep TWV tv (foov OW

2 Kat I-'0t OOK" TO 'Trnpa Toi, aAAOt, Air'IJel, OVK elKfi Kal o,r ETVXCV el, Til. 1r,,~~1j
u.v-&p6nrotr QvetOt(iiuevov, TOVTO crvvixetv Til '/!"apCl<1ayaytiv· 'TroM) oe l-'iiAMv 01 piiv e~j 

KcU "AOY"', tK{3aAAeW aVra. 
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between the cultivated class and the people. The wiser sort endeavor
ed to sustain tho popular religion; either because, like Polybius, they 
merely recognized in it a. necessary means to political eQds; or 
because, like philosophers of more depth, they regarded it as not 
barely the work of human caprice, but as belonging to a higher neces
sity; as resting on a basis of truth, which could be brought near the 
consciousness of the multitude only under this human form; as the 
fragments of a tradition, transmitting the knowledge of divine things 
possessed in the earliest times, wherein all that was true and that 
claimed to be acknowledged as such also by the wise, ought to be dis
tinguished from the imperfect form. 1 With Polybius agrees Strabo the 
geographer, who wrote in the age of Augustus Cresar. "The multi
tude of women, he observes, and the entire mass of the common people 
cannot be led to piety by the doctrines of philosophy; for this purpose 
superstition also is necessary, which must call in the aid of myths and 
tales of wonder." Having adduced some examples from the Grecian 
mythology, he adds, "such things the founders of states employed as 
bug-bears to awe childish people." These myths, as it seemed to him, 
were required not only for children, but no less for the ignorant and 
uneducated, who are no better than children; and so too for those 
whose education is imperfect, for in their case too, reason has not as yet 
acquired strength enough to throw off the habits they have brought 
with them from the years of childhood.2 

In the latter times of the Roman republic, when the ancient simpli
city of manners was fast disappearing before the advance of culture, 
this opposition, which had for a long time existed among the Greeks, 
between the religion of thinking men and the state-religion, or the 
popular faith, began to prevail more generally in proportion to the 
influencc of the Grccian philosophy. '['hus the learned Roman 
antiquarian, Varro, who lived about the time of our Saviour's birth, 
distinguished three kinds of theology; the poetic or mythical, the civil, 
and the natural; the last being the one which belongs to the whole 
world, and in which the wise are agreed. '['he theologia civilis, in its 
relation to truth, seemed to him to lie half way between mythology 
and philosophical religion.a Seneca said in his tract" against super
stition," "the whole of that vulgar crowd of gods, which for ages 
past a Protean superstition has been accumulating, we shall worship in 

1 So Aristotle i who says, "It has been that this has been divinely said i and since 
handed down, in a mythical form, from the it is probable that philosophy and the arts 
earliest times to posterity, that there are have been several times. - so far as that is 
gods, and that the divine (the Deity) com possible, - found and lost, such doctrines 
passes entire nature. All hesides this, has may have been preserved to our times, as the 
been added, after the mythical style, for the remains of ancient wisdom." Metaphys. x. 8. 
purpose of persuading the mlllt.itllde, and 2 In Stro.bo Geogro.ph. 1. 1. c. 2. 
for the interest of the laws and the advan 8 His words al'e: Prima theoJogia max
tage of the st~te. Thus men have given ime aecommodata est ad theatrum, secun
to the gods human forms, and have even da ad mundum, tertia ad urbem. Eo., qum 
represented them under the figure of other seribunt poe tal, minus esse, quam ut popn
bemgs, in the train of which fictions fol li sequi debeant, q!/re autem philosophi, 
lowed many more of the like sort. But if plus quam ut ea vullum Rcrutari expediat. 
we separate from all this the original prin Ea qure faeilius intra parietes in schola., 
ciple, and conlider it alone, namely, that qnam extra in foro ferre possunt Bnres. 
the first essences are gods, we shah find, Augustin. de civitate Dei. 1. VI. c. 5, et seq. 

http:Geogro.ph
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this sense, viz. that we ever remember the worship we pay them is due 
rather to good manners, than to their own worth. All such rites the 
sage will observe, because they are commanded by the laws, not because 
they are pleasing to the gods." So Cotta, whom Cicero introduces as 
the Academician, in the "third book of his work, " De natura, Deorum," 
knows how to distinguish, in his own person, the two different positions 
of the pontifex and the philosopher. But not everyone had the wis
dom, which could hold these two positions distinctly apart, and keep 
them from dcstroying, where they had nothing ?ett~r to substitute in 
place of whnt they destroyed. The inner dlsumon was at length 
no longer to be concealed even from those who were no philosophers. 
·When with the increase of luxury, a superficial cultivation came to be 
more ,videly spread among the Romans, and the ancient simplicity of 
manners graduaJly disappeared; when the old civic virtue, and the old 
constitution and freedom sank away, and were sncceeded by every species 
of moral clepr:lYation, and by servitude; then was the tie also broken, 
·\VherdlY the olll religion of the state had been thus fur preserved in 
the life of the people. Those among the philosophical systems of the 
Greeks, which most complctdy harmonizcd with a worldly, thoughtless 
Rj,il"it, cle8titute of all snseeptibility for the godlike; those which made 
plea~~1lI'e man' 8 highest end, or which led to doubt of all objective 
truth, - Epicurcani~m, as represented, for example, by a Lucretius, and 
scepticism, - fO\1l1(l C1ll'J'cney on aU sides; and although the sysrems 
thellBelHs were seldom studied, yet the great mass of half-educated 
mell, became familial' "ith their results. Individuals appeared, who, 
like Lncirru, pointed the shafts of their wit against the existing religions, 
and the snper><titions of the people. In the rclip;ious systems of the 
sen~l'a1 nations that had been bronght in contact with one another by the 
ROIImIl empire, as well as in the doctrines of the philosophical schools, 
men saw nothing but the strife of opinions, without any criterion of 
truth. Pilate's question, "what is truth?" conveying a sneer at all ' 
enthusiasm about such a matter, represcnted the prevailing tone of 
mind of many a noble Roman. 

'1'hey, who without any deep sense of religious need, were yet un
able to make up their minds to a total denial of religion, endeavored to 
content themselves with that dead abstraction, which is usually left 
behind, as something to retire to from the living forms of religion, 
when these are on the point of expiring, - a certain species of 
Deism, - a way of thinking that does not indeed absolutely deny the 
existence of a Deity, but yet places him at the utmost possible dis
tance, in the back-ground of his works. An idle deity is all that is 
wanted; not one everywhere active - whose agency pervades the 
whole life of things. He who to satisfy his religious wants requires 
anything beyond this meagre abstraction, he who would know anything 
more respecting man's relation to a higher world appears already, to 
men of this way of thinking, a fanatic or a fool. '1'he inquiries that 
suggest themselves under the feeling of a more profound religious 
need, are to such minds unintelligible; for they are strangers to the 
feeling itself. In the notions entertained by the many, concerning the 
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anger of the gods, a.nd the pnnisbments of the lower world, they see 
nothing but superstition, without recognizing in them a fundamental 
truth, namely, the undeniable need, which leads men into various de
lusions, only when misunderstood. But, by minds of this stamp, the· 
whole is ridiculed alike, as mere dreams and fa.ncies of limited man, 
who transfers all his own passions over to his gods. As a representa
tive of this class, we may take that satirical castigator of manners in 
the age of the Antonines, Lucian, who characterizes himself as the 
hater of lies, cheats and charlatanry. 1 And Justin Martyr observes 
of the philosophers in his time, " that the greater part of them bestow 
no thought on the questions, whether there is one God, or whether 
there are many gods, whether there is a providence, or no providence; 
as if knowledge of these matters were of no importance to our well
being. "They rather seek," says he, " to convince us also, that the 
divinity extends his care to the great whole, and to the several kinds, 
but not to me and to you, not to men as individuals. Hence it is 
useless to pray to him; for everything occurs according to the un
changeable laws of an endless cycle."2 

From the wreck of religion, many sought to rescue the faith in one 
divine primal essence, which they found it difficult, however, to dis
tinguish from the world; and the simple spiritual worship of this, 
appeared: to them the original truth, lying at the foundation of the 
whole f.bric of superstition in the popular religions. It Wag Varro's 
opinion, that the only thing true in religion was the idea of a rational 
soul of the world, by which all things are moved and governed. 3 He 
traces the origin of superstition and unbelief to the introduction of 
idols, which he contends were unknown to the earliest religion of the 
Romans.' "If images had not been introduced," says he, " the gods 
would have been worshipped in a more chaste and simple manner;" I) 
and he appeals, furthermore, to the example of the Jews. So Strabo 
informs us what he himself considered to be the original truth in reli
gion, where he describes Moses as a religious reformer, who established 
the simple spiritual worship of a Suprem~ Being, in opposition to the idol 
and image worship of all other nations; "and this one Supreme 
Essence," . says he, " is what embraces us all, water and land, - what 
we call the heavens, the world, the nature of things. This Highest 
Being should be worshipped without any visible image, in sacred 
groves. In such retreats, the devout should lay themselves down to 
sleep, and expect signs from God in dreams." But this simple nature
worship, Strabo supposes, became afterwarus, as well among the Jews 
as everywhere else, corru:pted by superstition and thirst for power. 6 

We should mention here, also, that eclectic philosopher of the Cynic 

1 MlaaAa{£iv elfU- RtU fJttloYOllf lCa~ ptl1O 8 Anima motu ftC ratione mundum gub
,~~ Ita! fJttl6TV~ Ita~ fJurU 'lI'<b> T3 TOtoll· eman!. 
Tooe, e100r Tcjv ptap(:w a~prJ7r6IV' 'lI'O;VII d~ 'Qui primi simulacra deornm populia 
mlAMi elaw. Which, to be sure, he could posuerunt, eos civitatibus suis et metum 
BII1, with perfect justice, of hi' own time. demsisse et errorem addidisse. 
see 1he dialogue entitled .;"rir. ' , Cutiu. Dii observarentur; .see Augua

• Dial. Co Tryph. Jnd. at ~ bepmillg f tin. de civ. Dei, I. V. c. 31. 
!IlS, Ed. Colon. 1686. oStrabo I. XVL c. 2. 
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tribe, Demonax of the isle of Oyprus, who, at the beginning of the 
second century, resided in Athens, where he lived near to the age of 
a hundred ye~rs, universally respected for his simple life, full of kind. 
ness and ~harity to all. lIe was the representative of a sober, 
practical bent of mind, striving after nothing beyond the purely human, 
which, while it discarded whatever savored of superstition and fanati· 
cism, checked all inquiry also about super-terrestrial things. He made 
no offerings, because the gods needed none. lIe had no desire to be 
initiated into the mysteries, for he thought, "if they were bad, they 
ought to be divulged, to keep men away ii'om them, and if they were 
good, they should be communicated to all, from love to mankind." 
When a show of gladiators was about to be exhibited in Athens, he 
presented himself before the assembled people, and told them they 
should pass no such decree, until they had first removed away the altar 
of pity (FAfO;). 'l'hat equanimity which renders man independent of 
ouhmrd thing::; and truly free, which makes him fear nothing and hope 
for nothing, he considered the loftiest attainment. When asked 
whether he thought the soul to be immortal, his answer was, "Yes, 
but in the sense in which all things are immortal." 1 

The elder Pliny, while absorbed in the contemplation of nature, is 
lost in admiration of an immeasurable creative spirit, beyond all 
human comprehension, mallifestin,g; himself in his works. But his 
admiration of this exalted spirit of the universe, serves only to awaken, 
in tenfold strength, the depressing sense of the narrowness and vanity 
of ma,J)'s existence. lIe saw nothing to fill up the chasm betwixt 
feeble man and that unknown, all-transcending spirit. Polytheism ap
peared to him Ull invention of human weakness. Since men were 
incapable of grasping and retaining the whole conception of perfect 
being, they separated it into many parts. They formed for themselves 
diven, i(leals as objects of worship; each making himself a god, suited 
to his OWl! peculiar wants. "All religion is the offspring of necessity, 
weakness and fear.W7tat God is, - if in truth he be anything 
distinct from the world, - it is beyond the compass of man's under· 
standing to know. nut it is a foolish delusion, which has sprung from 
human weakness and human pride, to imagine that such an infinite 
spirit would concern himself with the petty afiairs of men.2 It is diffi
cult to say, whether it might not be better for men to be wholly without 
religion, than to have one of this kind, which is a reproach to its object. 

1 See the account of his life, bv Lucian. 
This remarkable bent of Demonnx. so cx
clusiyrly practiclll, rnoml and 1'ati~nah:,tic, 
so decided in its renunciation of all higher 
knowledge, so ready to ~purn, as fanaticism, 
all speculative or religious interest about 
any other world bcsides~ or ahove the pres
ent, is illustrated bv several other of his 
sentences, presen~ed' in the collection of 
Johannes Stobaclls. Thus, when asked if 
the world was animated, or of a spherical 
shape, he replicd, "You busy yoursehes 
impertinently about the nature'of the world, 
but of the disorder in your OWIl nature you 

do not think." The play on the words is 
not translatable into English. 'Yl"r.l~ 1repl 
fl"v TOV KOrJflOV Ti:o'hcT:paYfloVflu, 7repi de 
ri!r tmJT(7ov aKQ(Jfliar Db <!>povri(r.u, Stobaei 
~Eelogre I. II. c. I. 11, eel. Heeren, P. II. p. 10. 
Two other sentences axe contained in the 
Anthology of Stohaeus on the yv{;rlJ£ atav
rov and on V7rfp01i,ia, and in Orelli's Col· 
lection. of t~e GnoIIlogruphi gracci. 2rim. lllst. nat. I. II. c. 4, et seq. j I. VII. 
c. 1. Irridendum vero, agere curam .rerom 
hllmanarum illud, quid quid cst summu!? 
Anne tarn tristi Iltque lIlultiplici ministeno 
non pollui crcdamus dubitemusve 1 
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The vanity of man, and his insatiable longing after existence, have 
led him also to dream of a life after death. A being full of contradic· 
tions, he is the most wrctchC(l of crl'atures; sillee the other creatures 
have no wallts transcending the bounds of their nature. Man is full 
of desires and wants, that reach to infinity, allel eau never be satisfied. 
His nature is a lie, - uniting the greatest poverty with the greatest 
pride. Among these so great eyilM, the best thillg God has beotowed 
on man, is the power to take his own life." Sadness, mixed with a 
cold resignation, is the prevailing tone that runs through Pliny's re
markaule 'York. It was in the same temper, he proceeded to encounter 
the flames of Vesuvius, for the purpose of expluring their effects. 

But as the history of this and of every age witnesses, there is a 
religious need clinging to man's nature, and not to be deniec!; a need 
of reco,~nizing something abo\'e nature, and of fellowship with the 
same, - which only asserts itself with the more fOl'ce, the longer it is re
pressed. The predominance of that ,Yorlaly oeut of mind. ,yhich ,Iill 
ackno\\1cdge nothing ahoye nature, does Lut call forth, in the end, a 
stronger reaction of the 101l~ing after the 8upernatnral; the domin
ion of an all-denying unhelief excites a more intense desire to he ahle 
to beliel-e. Am! the experience itself, ,yhich fullO\Y~ in the traiu of un
belief, cOllt!·ilmtes to bring ahont this result. The times in which 
unbelief has prevailed, are, as history tf:at:hes, ullifurlllly till1e~ of 
earthly calamity; for the moral depraY;ltio)) ,yliich accompanieS unhe
lief, necessarily destroys, also, the foulllbtion of all earthly llro~perity. 
Thus the time of the c1iffnsioll of unbelief in the Homan state, lIas 
also the time ,yhich saw the destruction of ciyil liberty, amI tlw'time 
of pnhlie snlfering, nnrlcr the rule of merciless despots. And the out
ward llistress tl\',-akenell a sen~e of the inw:ll'l1; men were le(l to l'c!!an] 
their estrangement from the go(ls [tllct from he~\en, as a principal c~use 
of the public decay anl1 misery. ~Ially felt them~eh-es cOllstrainc(l to 
compare these time.'; of pul,lic misfortune with the flourishing pcriod oi' 
the HOlllan l'epu1)lic, a,wl belie\-eLl this melancholy change ought to 
he a~crihc(l particnlarly to the rlecline of the re1i!Jio Romal/a, once so 
serL1lHllouslyohsel'l'ed_ III the galls, now cast off or llegleded, they ,,:tw 
the anthors and protectors of the Roman empire. They ohsel'Yed the 
mutual strife of the philosophical sy~Lellls, which, promising truth, dill 
hut lllultiplv ullcertaintv :md doubt. All this excited in them the 
longing aftc"r some exter~al authority, which might serve as a stay fOl 
religiun~ comietion; awl they resorted back to the l'eligion of theil 
more fortunate ancestors, who, uUller the influence of that religion, 
f01111(1 thelllse! ves so happy in the freedom fi'om all doubt. 1,'hat old 
religion appeared to them, like the days of the past, in a transfigured 
light. S\l(;h ,ms the tone of feeling which set in to oppose, first tb~ 
prevailing infi(lelity, afterwards, Christi:1llity. 

'rhus the pagan C;ccilins, in the apvlvi/die l1ialoguc of l'IIinlleius 
:Felix, first dcscribes the strife Ul1l1 ulleertaillty in the s\'stem~ of 1m 
man philo~0l'hy; showR what small reliance e~~n Le ]lbc~d Oll 11111uan 
things gellerally; and points to the doubts in [t providence, which sug· 
gest thelllsc!yeS when we observe the mi~fortllne~ of the virtuous, and 
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the prosperity of the wicked. He then goes on to say," How much 
nobler and better is it, then, to receive just what our fathers have 
taught us, as a sufficient guide to truth? To worship the gods which we 
have been instructed by our fathers to reverence, even before we could 
have any true knowledge of them? To allow ourselves, in regard to 
the divinities, no license of private judgment, - but to believe our 
ancestors, who, in the infancy of mankind, near the birth of the world, 
were even considered worthy of having the gods for their friends or 
for their kings? " 

The neeJ of some union with heaven, from which men felt they 
were estranged, the dissatisfaction with a cold, melancholy present, 
procured a more ready belief for those accounts, in the mythical 
legends, of a golden age, wherein gods and men lived in intimate fel
lowship together. Ardent spirits looked back to those times, with a 
sort of cam est craving, - a craving after the past, that pointed to the 
future. Thus Pausanias 1 endeavors to defend old mvthical traditions 
agaillst the infidelity of his contemporaries; accounti~g for the latter, 
partly from the fact, that the true had been rendered suspicious by 
being mixed in with the false, and in part from the fact, that men had 
grown accustomed to apply a standard, suiting the present times only, 
to that more glorious period of wonders. Of those former days he 
says, "The mell who lived then, were, on account of their uprightness 
and piety, aclmitted as guests and even table companions of the gods; 
for their good actions, the gods openly bestowed honors on them, and 
for their hall, opeuly mallifested displeasure. It was then, also, that 
men themsehes became gods, and continue to enjoy this honor." But 
of his own time, he says, "At the present day, when wickedness has 
reached its highest pitch, and extended itself through all the country 
and in eyery town, such an incident no longer occurs, as that of a man 
becoming a god, except merely ill name, and through flattery to power 
(the apotheosis of the emperors;) and the anger of the gods awaits 
transgressors at a remote period, and after they are gone from this 
world." Dionysius of IIalicarnassus, who, a few years before the 
birth of Christ, wrote on the old Roman history, relates the story of a 
vestal virgin, whose innocence, after she had been falsely accused, was 
miraculously brought to light. Upon this, he remarks, " The followers 
of atheistic philosophies, - if philosophies they may be called, which 
scoff at all appearances of the gods, that are said to have occurred 
among the Greeks or Barbarians, - would make themselves quite merry 
with these accounts, attributing them to human exaggeration; as if no 
one of the gods ever concerned himself about a man, whoever he might 
be; but he who is not disposed to deny altogether the care -of the gods 
for men, hut believes they regard the good with complacency and the bad 
with displeasure, will look upon these appearances as not incredible." 2 

The artificial faith in an old religion that had outlived itself, must, 
on this very account, become fanatical, be united 'with passion, in place 
of natural conviction. Hence, the violence by which the continually 

1 In his Description of Greece. See .AI 2 Antiq. Roman. ll. 68. 

cadica, or 1. VIII. c. II. ~ 2. 
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waning course of Paganism was sought to be maintained against the 
onward advance of Christianity. Although the Romans, accustomed 
to hold firm to their old traditional forms, and national peculiarities, 
were singularly averse to foreign modes of worship, yet this funda
mental trait in the old Roman character had, with many, already become 
obliterated. The ancient religion of Rome had lost its power over 
their minds, and they were inclined, therefore, to seek a prop for their 
religious faith in foreign modes of worship. Ceremonies that wore 
an air of enigma and mystery; strange-sounding magical formulas in 
some barbarous tongue; whereby, as Plutarch remarks, the national 
dignity of devoutness was put to the blush, l found readiest admittance. 
Men were looking, as usual, for some peculiar supernatural power in 
that which they did not understand, and which was incapable of being 
understood. 

Hence, the artifidal faith was pressed more closely to assume the 
shape of superstition. Unbelief, against which an undeniable need of 
man's nature asserted its force, called forth superstition, - since 
these two distempered conditions of the spiritual life are but opposite 
symptoms of the same fundamental evil, and one of them, therefore, 
passes easily over to the other. It is the worldly tone of the inner life, 
which either suppresses religious feeling entirely, and then turns to 
unbelief; or, mixing itself up with that feeling, gives to it an interpre
tation of its own, and thus turns to superstition. The desperation of 
unbelief surrenders the troubled conscience a prey to superstition; and 
the irrationality of superstition makes religion suspected by the thought
ful mind. Such an opposition we find presenting itself, whenever we 
contemplate this period, under various forms. A man who was not in 
the habit, like Lucian, of ridiculing the absurd extravagances of su
perstition, but who was made sad in contemplating such cases of the denial 
or misapprehension of the Godlike, - the wise and devout Plutarch,
in a beautiful work of his, where he describes this opposition, as it ex
isted in his own time,2 presents us a picture from the life, of such 
caricatures of religion. "Every little evil is magnified to the super
stitious man, by the scaring spectres of his anxiety. 3 He looks on 
himself as a man whom the gods hate and pursue with their anger. A 
far worse lot is before him; he dares employ no means for averting or 
curing the evil, lest he be found fighting against the gods. . The phy
sician, the consoling friend, are driven away. Leave me, - says the 
wretched man, - me, the impious, the accursed, hated of the gods, to 
suffer my punishment. He sits out of doors, wrapped in sackcloth or 
in filthy rags; ever and anon he rolls himself, naked, in the dirt, con
fessing aloud this and that sin," - and the nature of these sins is 
truly characteristic! - " he has eaten or drunk something wrong,4
he has gone some way or other, which was not allowed him by the 
divinity. The festivals in honor of the gods give no pleasure to the 

1 'AT(J1rotr Qvopa(1t ICa~ /rfJpa(1t (3ap(3apt 2 The tract IIep~ det(1tdatf'Oviar ICa~ "6eo
lCok ICaTat(1XVvetv lI:a~ 7rapavopelv TO ~eiov T1I TOr· 
lCalfraTptoV a~i"pa Tij( eV(1epet/p;. De su 8 Cap. 7. 
pent. c. 33. • Compo CololS. 2, 16. 

VOL. I. 2 
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superstitious,l but fill him rather with fear and affright. He proves the 
saying of Pythagoras false in his own case, -that we are happiest when 
we approaeh the gods, - for it is just then he is most wretched. Temples 
and altars are places of refuge for the persecuted; but where all others 
find deliverance from their fears, there the superstitious man fears and . 
trembles most. Asleep 2 or awake, he is haunted alike by the spectres 
of his anxiety. Awake, he makes no use of his reason; and asleep, 
he finds no deliverance from what disturl)s him. His reason always 
slumbers; his fears are always awake. Nowhere can he find an 
escape from his imaginary terrors." 1'he contradictions involved in 
superstition are thus described: "These men fear the gods, and fly to 
them for succor. They flatter them, and insult them. They pray to 
them, and complain of them." 3 The offensive phrases and gesticula
tions, the forms of self-abasement, - so repulsive to the antique feeling 
of freedom, - into whieh the slavish spirit of superstition fell, were 
peculiarly revolting to the Greck and Roman sense of propriety. 

In the work above cited, Plutarch thus judges respecting the mu
tual relation of superstition and unbelicf: 4 "The infidel has no belief 
in the gods; the superstitious man wouItI fain disbelieve, but believes 
against his will, for he fears to do otherwise. Yet as 1'antalus wearies 
himself to escape the stone that hangs over him, so the superstitious 
man would gladly rid himself of the fear which is no trifling burden to 
him; and he is inclined to praise the unbeliever's state of mind, as 
freedom_ But now the unbeliever has nothing of superstition in him ; 
while, on the other hand, the superstitious man is an unbeliever by in
clination, but only too weak to think of the gods as he would be glad 
to do.5 'rhe unbeliever contributes nothing at all towards producing 
superstition; but the superstitious have, from the beginning, given 
existence to unbelief, and furnish it, when it exists already, an appa
rent ground of justification." 6 

Manifestly, Plutarch has taken here but a very partial view of the 
religious phenomena of his times, - a natural mistake for one living in 
the midst of those phenomena, and who is biased in his judgment by 
immediate impressions. It seems evident, from what has been already 
said, that the same cause which produces superstition, lies also at the 
root of unbelief; and that unbelief, therefore, may easily change into 
superstition, as well as superstition into unbelief. Indeed, it was 
precisely the latter, which, in this period of history, had called forth 
the former. Plutarch, moreover, has looked at these opposite tenden
cies, in a way too general and abstract; he did not observe and take 
into his account, those manifold gradations and transitions, which he 
might have discerned in his own times, in the mutual relation of unbe
lief and superstition to each other. If there was a superstition, at 

1 Cap. 9. 2 Cap. 3. into unbelief; - the different turn which is 
a Cap. 5. 4 Cap. 11. taken in the natural course of their devel
6 In like manner, Plutarch says, in anoth opment by the ua{hvcat Kat aKaKOL~ on the 

er place, that by the prevailing false notions one hand, and the OeLVOr€pot~ Kat {}pCWVT€
of the gods, the weaker and more simple pot~. on the other. De Iside et Osiride, c. 71. 

natures were led into a superstition without 6 Cap. 12. 

bounds; the more acute and bolder spirits, 
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that time, leagued with immorality, having its root in unbelief, - but an 
unbelief restrained by fea,r,-yet we find, too, in the case of some who 
were really striving after moral worth, various modifications of super· 
stition, grounded at bottom in the need, - though not understood, and 
even misunderstood, - of believing; the need of atonement, from 
the deep-felt disunion in their nature. It was only necessary that, to 
such need, the satisfaction, unconsciously sought, should be furnished, 
in order to lead it from superstition to faith. This was the point of 
religious development, through which many were brought to embrace 
Christianity, as the remedy for their evil. 

And while Plutarch, in the work above cited, biased, as he mani
festly was, by the impression received from the revolting exhibitions of 
superstition, was really inclined to prefer unbelief to superstition; yet 
where he has occasion to attack an unbelief that denies every thing, he 
owns there is one kind of superstition which he would prefer to unbe
lief. He says, for example, of Epicureanism, which boasted of having 
delivered men from the shadowy fears of superstition, " It is better to 
have a feeling of reverence mixed with fear, together with faith in the 
god:;, than for the purpose of avoiding that feeling, to leave one's self 
neither hope nor joy, neither confidence in prosperity, nor recourse to 
a divine being in adversity." 1 

That profound sense of disunion, of disruption, which gave birth to 
manifold kinds of superstition, revealed itself in those forms of mental 
disease, which so widely prevailed, where the sufferers believed them
selves to consist of two or more hostile natures, - to be possessed or 
persecuted by evil spirits. It was through this ground-tone of the 
spiritual life, that the system of Dualism, which came from the East, 
found means of introducing itself; and hence its extraordinary influ
ence in this age. 

Ifwe now glance at those philosophical tendencies among the Greeks, 
which, in this period, found most general acceptance with men of,earn
est minds, two systems of philosophy will offer themselves particularly 
to our notice, the Stoic and the Platonic. 

To begin with the Stoic: the old Roman character felt itself pecu~ 
liarly attracted by the moral heroism flowing from the principles of this 
philosophy. To the noble pride of the Roman, who would not survive 
his country's liberty, and in the self-sufficing consciousness of his dispo
sition, bade defiance to the corruption of the times, the doctrines of 
the stoic school were peculiarly welcome. In the freedom and inde
pendence of the sage, placing himself above the power of fate, by his 
self-feeling of an unconquerable mind, he found a compensation for the 
loss of civil liberty. Between a disposition like Cato's and Stoicism, 
there existed a natural relationship. The wise man felt conscious of 
an entire equality, in moral loftiness, with Jupiter himself; and of 

1 B£A1"'OV yilp, Evv1f'apxew 1"' "a2 uvyKe- uya~wv 1rapovTf.w. 1'''''' 1"tva /Jv(JT1J;rov(Jw 
,,~a, rij 1f'ep2 ~eWv doE, "OWOV aMove U1rO(JTPO"'~V 1rpOr TO ~t;OV U1rOAel1rtt1'&at. In 
IC42 ~fJov 1f'a~Or, iJ 7l'OV 1"OVTO ,evyovTae the tract; Non posse snaviter vivi secun
p/rr' IA1f'icla, 1'''''' xapav tavToie, I'''ITt ~apaor dum Epicurum, c. 20. 
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standing below him in no respect.1 He was master of his own life, 
and mioM take it, whenever he found he could live no longer in a man
ner wOrlhy of himself. On this principle, many noble Romans acted; 
not only when they wished to withdraw themselves from the ignominy 
of despotism, but also when disease cramped their powers and rendered 
existence no longer supportable.2 Thus many a strong soul found, in 
this philosophy, the expression for that which he carried in his own 
bosom; and to many it imparted a moral enthusiasm, which enabled 
them to rise superior to the degeneracy of their contemporaries. But 
there were many who did nothing more than make an idle parade of 
the lofty maxims of the ancient philosophers, with whose statues or busts 
they embellished their halls, while their lives, abandoned to every vice, 
presented the strongest contrast with these examples.3 

In respect to the relation of Stoicism to the religious interest, its 
aim was to bring the popular religion, allegorically explained, into 
union with a thoroughly pantheistic view of the world.4 The Jupiter 
of Stoicism was not a being who governs all things with paternal love, 
and for whom each individual has a distinct end to fulfil. He was not 
one who can reconcile the good of the whole with the good of the indio 
vidual; but he was a being who devours his own children; the All· 
Spirit from which all individual existence has flowed, and into which, 
after certain periods, it is again resolved. The gods themselves were 
subject to the universal law of this eternal cycle, to which every indio 
vidual existence must finally be sacrificed.5 The law, or word of Zeus, 
providence, fate,6 all signify in this system the same thing; - that 
unchangeable law of the universe, of an immanent necessity of reason, 
which all must obey. Evil itself is necessary, according to this law, to 
exhibit the harmony of the world, since without it there could be no 
good.7 The wise man calmly looks on the game, and surrenders with 
cheerfulness hiR individual existence to the claims of the whole,-to which 
every individual, as a part, ought to be subservient. The wise man 
has precisely the same divine life with Zeus, from whom his own has 

1 See the words of Chrysippus: "f).(17rep 
T'iJ toil 7rPM""" CfEILvvvrmJa, e7r' aVT'iJ Te 
Kat Tt,J pit,J Kat /lIya 'i'POVctV Kat d clel ovn)~ 
ci7relv, i''i'avxetv Kat KOflijv Kat fLeyaA7IYo. 
priv, Miw~ {3lOVV1"l fleyaA7Iyopia~' aim" TOlr 
u:ya{Jolt; 7rwn TaVTa 7rpQ(1~Kfl, KaT' oiorlev 
7rpoexofltvolt; V7rO I!.,Ot;. Plutarch. de Sto
icornm repugnantiis, c. 13. 

2 For example". cons. Pliny's Letters, I. 
12, 22. III. 7. VI. 24. The old man of 
sixty·seven. lying under an ineurahle dis· 
C'lse, dismissed his physidan, who was for 
compelling him to take nourishment against 
his will, with the word KfKplKa. Whereupon 
Pliny remarks. - Qure vox, quantum ad
mirationis in animo meo, tantum dcsiderii 
rcliquit. The following words of Pliny 
serve to give distinct form and expression 
to the principle of the age, that left the de· 
cision of life and death to the autonomy of 
reason. Deliberare et causas mortis expen· 
dere utque suaserit ratio, vitro mortisque 

{'onsilium Buscipere vel ponere, ingentis est 
animi. 

8 Qui CUriOR simulant Bacchanalia vivnnt, 
Indocti primum: quanquam plena omnia gypso 
Chrysippi invenies. _ .luvenal. Satira II. 

4 Lucian quotes, in the way of banter. 
the motto of the stoic pantheism: 'n~ Kal 
" {Jeot; OVK tv ovpavi;J tCfTlV, aAArl cllf1. 1l"uv, 
TWV 7rUpoiTT/Krv, olov ;VAWV, Kat Ai~"lV Kal 
'~lL)V, (ixpL Kat TWV aTlp-oruTWV. Hermo
tim. § 81. 

;; As Chrysippus says in his work, TIepl 
1rpovotar, - Tov I!.ia aV;f.mJal, flfXP'C t!v 
tl~ aVTov u1ravTa KaTaVaAwut/. Plutarch. 
de Stoicorum repngnantiis, c. 39. 

6 torot; j.oyor. '"povoia, elJlapf1iv7I. , 
7 Thus Chrysippus says, riVETat Kal a~T1/ 

(11 KaKia) 7rWt; KaTa TOV TiJr rpVCftWr AOYOV 
Kat tv' OilTWr d7rW, OVK itXp1](fTWf yiVtTQI 
7rpOr Ta o),a, ov-re yap T' ltya~a 1Jv. PIn· 
tarch. de Stoicor. repugnantiis. c. 35. 
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flowed. Calmly submissive, he restores it back, when the fated hour 
arrives, to its original source. 

A cold resignation, - wholly at variance with man's natural feel
ings, and altogether different from the childlike submission of the 
Christian, which leaves every purely human feeling inviolate, sub
mission, not to an iron necessity, that decrees annihilation, but to eternal 
love, which restores back what has been offered to it, transfigured and 
glorified. The emperor Marcus Aurelius says of this Stoic principle, 
"The man of disciplined mind reverently bids Nature, who bestows all 
things and resumes them again to herself, 'Give what thou wilt, and 
take what thou wilt.''' He says this, not in a haughty spirit and in 
defiance of Nature, but in the spirit of cheerful obedience to her.l His 
Stoicism, moreover, was tempered and refined by a certain childlike 
devoutness, a certain gentleness, and unpretending simplicity of char
acter. But with what grounds of comfort, does he strive to still the 
craving, implanted in man's nature, after an imperishable personal 
existence ? We will heal' what he says himself. " Two things, we 
should consider; first, that from all eternity, things are repeated over 
after the same manner, and that it matters not whether one beholds the 
same thing again in one hundred or two hundred years, or in infinite 
time; next, that he who lives longest, and he who dies soonest, lose 
just alike, for each loses only that which he has, the present moment." 
(II. 14.) "Ever keep in mind, that whatever happens and shall 
happen, has already been, - it is merely the same show repeated!" 
(10,27.) "An action terminating at the allotted moment, suffers no 
evil, in that if has terminated; and he that did it, suffers no evil, in 
that he has done acting. So, also, the whole, consisting of the aggre
gate sum of actions, which is life, suffers no evil, when it terminates at 
the allotted time, in that it h3.s terminated; and he, who, at the allotted 
time, has brought up the whole chain to the end, has lost nothing." 
(12, 23.) He asks, (12, 5,) "How happens it, that the gods, who 
have ordered all things well and with love to men, seem to overlook 
this one thing alone, that many very good men, who, by pious works 
and offerings, have stood on terms of intimate communion with the 
deity, having once died, return no more to existence, but perish entire
ly?" He answers thus, "Although this is so, yet be assured, that if 
it ought to have been otherwise, the gods would have so ordered it. 
For had it been right, it would also have been possible; and had it 
been in harmony with nature, then nature would have allowed it. 
That it is not BO, if it is not so, should satisfy us that it ought not to 
be so." 

As Stoicism, by repressing a want inseparable from the essence of 
man's nature, tended, on the one hand, to awaken the longing after a 
revelation, capable of satisfying this want; so, on the other hand, by 
unfolding in man the consciousness of his relationship to the divine,
the truth lying at the bottom of pantheism? - by the idea - although 

1 Monolog. 10, 14. of guch a consciousness in the verse of 
~ Thus, for instance, Panl, in his dis Aratus; and much of a similar import is 

coll1'Be at Athen8, appeals to that testimony to be found in the hymu of Cleanthes, and 
2" 
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pantheistically apprehended - of one original divine Being, and of the 
spirituality of his worship, as confined to no particular place, which 
idea it opposed to the polytheistic religion of the people,l- it pre
pared the way for Christianity. 

ret a far greater, more deep reaching and more universal influence 
on the religious life of man's spirit than it was ever in the power <Yf 
Stoicism to exert, was destined to proceed from the Platonic philoso
phy. It dates its beginning from that man, who appears to us as th9' 
forerunner of a hi<Ther development of humanity, as the greatest man 
of the ancient world~-one in whom the spirit of that world,going beyond 
itself, strove after a more glorious future,-from Socrate8, whose whole 
appearance seems invested in a mystery and riddle, corresponding to his 
prophetic character. As it was his great calling, when the first strong 
reaction of reason, become altogether worldly, was turned against religious 
and moral belief, to witness, in the struggle with this worldly tendency 
and heartless dialectic caprice, which suppressed all higher interests; to 
witness of the reality of that in which alone the spirit can find its true life, 
and to awaken in men wholly immersed in earthly things, that aspiration 
after the godlike, which might lead them to Christ; so through his great 
disciple, Plato, - who, in his philosophy, produced, with a truly original 
and creative mind, the image of Socrates, although not in the whole 
loftiness and simplicity of the man himself, - the influence of Socrates 
has been often experienced, after the same manner, in those great 
crises of man's history, destined by the dissolution of the old, to 
prepare the way for a new creation; and as one who lived in a crisis 
of this sort, has said,2 the Platonic Socrates came like a·John the Bap
tist before the revelation of Christ. This was preeminently true, so 
far as it relates to the first appearance of Christ, the great epoch in 
the history of the world. 

The Platonic philosophy did not merely lead men, like the Stoic, to 
the conscious sense of a divine indwelling life, and of an immanent 
reason in the world, answering to the idea of the Stoic Zeus; but it led 
men to regard the divine as supra-mundane, as an unchangeable ex
istence, transcending that which merely becomes; a supreme Spirit, 
exalted above the world, if not as an unconditionally free Oreator, yet 
as the architect of the universe. It awakened, also, the consciousness 
of the supernatural and divine, which in man is the efflux from this 
supreme Spirit, and of a kindred nature; so that man is thus enabled 
to rise and have fellowship with it, and cognition of it. It did not, like 
the Stoic philosophy, followed out to its legitimate consequences, repre

in other outpOlu;ngs of the Stoic muse. tie worth, and nothing holy, - a work of 
Compare tbe well-known passage in Seneca, architects and common laborers is not worth 
Non sunt ad crelum elevandre man·us nee much_" 'Irpa ,chi:Jv [1-TJ OIKOOO[1-ttv· lep""
exorandus reditus, ut nos ad aures simu yap [1-TJ 7roiU.ov ul;wv Kat aytov OVK llTT't))·
lacri, quasi magis exaudiri passim us, ad OIK000!l(,)V 0' lpyov Kat (3avav(!(,)v oMtv tlfT'! 
mittat, prope est a te Deus, tecum est, intns 7roiti'.ov Ui;wv. Hence Plutarch reproaches 
cst. Ita dieo saeer intra nos spiritus sedet. the Stoics with self-contradiction, in parti
Ep. 41 ·ad Lucil. cipating in the religious rites of the temple. 

1 Compltre the pMsag-c from Seneca and Plut. de Stoicorum repugnantiis, c. 6. 
the words of Zeno: " We should build no 2 Marsiglio Ficino. 
temple to thc gods; for a temple is of lit

http:7roiti'.ov
http:7roiU.ov
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sent the divine in man, as a self-subsistent element, an efflux from the 
divine source, which, 88 long as the fonn of personal appearance laBted, 
could maintain an existence by itself; so that Zeus appeared to the 
wise man simply as the ideal of wisdom he was to strive after; - but 
it contemplated the divine in man as a ray which conducted back to 
the primal light itself; merely as something to receive-a capacity
which, separated from communion with the original source, from which 
a.lone it can receive, is powerless. . 

Compared with the principle of ethical self-sufficiency - with that 
elevation of the feeling of self, peculiar to the ancient world, and 
which appears to have reached its highest point in Stoicism - the Plar
tonic system, in perfect harmony with the connection of ideas above 
expressed, was distinguished by a striving towards what is most 
directly opposed to that principle, namely, towards the Christian idea 
of humility. The word Ta1lW'O, which, at the point of view generally 
taken by the ancient world, was employed, for the most part, in a bad 
sense, as indicating a slavish self-debasement,l is to be met with in 
Plato and the Platonists, as the designation of a pious, virtuous 
temper.2 

This philosophy would have us recognize in man's personality, not a 
mere transitory appearance, but something destined to higher unfold
ings. The life of the individual it regaroed, not as an aimless sport in 
the periodical changes of the universe, but as a stage of purifying dis
cipline and preparation for a higher state of existence. It did not 
require the suppression of any purely human want, but taught that the 
satisfaction of it was to be sought after and waited for. It pointed to a 
higher stage of being, where the soul, disencumbered of its dross, would 
attain to the unclouded vision of truth. 

It was in no sense, certainly, the general drift and purpose of Plato, 
to set up an abstract religion of reason, in opposition to the existing 
forms of worship; but he took his stand rather in opposition to that 
exclusive enlightenment of the understanding, which merely analyzes 
and destroys, and which was peculiar to the Sophists. His religious 
speculations rested on a basis altogether historical. He connected him
self with the actual phenomena of the religious life, and with the tradi
tions lying before him; as we see in his remarks on the doctrine of the 
gods and on divination. He sought to embody in his speculations the 
truth which lay at the bottom here, and to separate it from all admix· 
ture of superstition. And, in like manner, this general drift of a posi
tive philosophy that sought to understand history,3 passed over, from 
the original Platonism, to the derivative Platonism of this age; and in 

1 Even in Aristotle we find the ra'l!'ftviiv III.) says of the humiliation of the wicked 
united with the uvopa1roowoe,. Ethic. Eu· brought about by punishment: ft KaKla 
demo III. 3. pO'),." uv revotro (Jvvvovr Kat Ta1rfLVQ Ka~ 

S To denote the disposition of submis· ICar,upof3or 'l!'por rov ,'hov. 
eiveness to the divine law of orner in the S To avail myself of an expression, which 
universe, the word ra'l!'fLVOV is used in con· Schelling, in the new shaping of his philos
nection with KEKO(JP'1P€vov, and opposed to ophy, has made classical, - positive philos
the impious spirit of self·exaltation. De ophy, as opposed to the mere logical science 
legibus, IV. vol. VIII. ell. Bipont. p. 185 j of reason, nR!lative philosophy.
and Pilltarch (de sera numiDls vindieta, c. 
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this latter form, to speak generally, in spite of all the foreign additions, 
the tendency of the original Platonism may be clearly traced. It 
still continues to be its aim, under every new modification, to explore 
in all directions the marks of a connection between the visible and invis
ible worlds, between the divine and the human in history, and to 
discover, in the great variety of religious traditions 1 and modes of WOf

ship, different forms of one revelation of the divine. 
In opposition to unbelief which appealed to the strife between 

different religions as evidence against the truth of any, an apologetic 
tendency, which flowed from Platonism, pointed out the higher unity 
lying at the root of this manifoldness; and the coincidence of ideas, in 
the different forms of revelation, was made available here, as evidence 
for the truth. Thus the effort to arrive at an understanding of history, 
to come at some comprehensive view, reconciling the oppositions of 
lllstorical development, gave birth to a peculiar religious and philosophi
cal eclecticism - as such phenomena are usually found marking the 
conclusion of any great series of historical evolutions. Arrived at 
the limits of such a series, we feel constrained to look over once more 
the whole, which now lies unfolded as one in all its parts; just as the 
traveller, ncar the end of his journey, gladly pauses to survey the road 
he has left behind him. 

By distinguishing form from essence, the spiritual from the sensual, 
the idea from the symbol which served for its representation, it was 
deemed possible to find the just medium between the extremes of 
superstition and unbelief, and to arrive at a right understanding of 
the different forms of religion. The devout and profoundly meditative 
Plutarch, who wrote near the close of the first century, may be 
considered the representative of this direction of mind to religious 
speculation, which was now fully developed. In regard to the relation 
of different religions to one another, he thus expresses himself: 2 "AB 
Sun and moon, sky, earth and sea, are common to all, while they have 
different names among different nations; so, likewise, though there is 
but one system of the world which is supreme, and one governing 
providence, whose ministering powers are set over all men, yet there 
have been given to these, by the laws of different nations, different 
names and modes of worship; and the holy symbols which these nations 
used, were, in some cases, more obscure, in others, clearer; but in all 
cases, alike failed of being perfectly safe guides in the contemplation 
of the divine. For some, wholly mistaking their import, fell into 
superstition; while others, in avoiding the quagmire of superstition, 
plunged unawares into the opposite gulf of infidelity." The reverential 
regard for a higher necessity in the religious institutions of mankind, 
the recognition of a province elevated above human caprice, is shown 
by Plutarch, in the following remark, where he confronts the stoics 
with the phrase from an Orphic hymn, which was often on their lips, 
as a motto of their pantheism.8 "As Zeus is the beginning and centre 

1 l:vvay£w laroptav, olov VA1JV 1>tAoa01>ta~ ~ See de Iside et Osiride. 
i)eoAoytaV rli.o~ eXOVa1Jf. De defectu ora· 8 Zev~ apxn, Zeil~ piaaa, IlLof II' tl( 1rOllfG 
eulorum, c. 2. TiTVICral. Adv. Stoic. c. 31. 
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of all, --every thing has 3prung from Zeus, men should first correct 
and improve their ideas of the gods, if any thing impure or wrong has 
found its way into them. But, if this is beyond their power, they 
should then leave every one to that mode in which he finds himself 
placed by the· laws a.nd religious traditions of his oountry." He cites 
here, in eVidence of a higher necessity, lying at the foundation of these 
institutions, the words of Sophocles) witnes.sing of an innate and eternal 
1&11' in the heart of humanity: (Antig. 467.) " The divine - religion 
-is somethmg imperishable; but its forms are subject to decay. 
God bestows many good things on men; but nothing imperishable; for, 
as Socrates says, even what has reference to the gods, is subject to 
death." 1 

Plutarch is filled with sadness, in thinking of those who take part in 
the public worship only from respect to the multitude, while they look 
upon the whole thing as a. mere farce. " They hypocritically mimic 
the forms of prayer and adoration, out of fear of the many; - repeat 
words that contradict their philosophical convictions; and, when they 
offer, see in the priest only the slaughtering cook." 2 He rebukes 
those, -who, following the fashion of Euemerus, in attempting to explain 
everything in the doctrine of the gods after a natural way, wage war 
with the religious convictions of so many nations and races of men, in 
that they are seeking to draw down the names of heaven to earth, 
and to banish nearly all the religious belief that had been implanted 
in men from their birth. 3 He sees men wandering between these two 
extremes; - either confounding the symbol with what it was designed 
to represent, and thus giving rise to superstition-as, for instance, when 
the names of the gods were transferred to their images, and thus led 
the multitude to believe that these images were the gods themselves, 
and when, in Egypt, the animals consecrated to the gods became con
founded with the latter; 4--or else running into the opposite views, which 
were occasioned by these errors, and resulted in infidelity. 

If the manner in which Plutarch explains and contemplates the 
opposition between superstition and unbelief, shows, when applied to 
the phenomena of his time, an inadequate and partial view of the 
subject, this must be attributed to that fundamental view, belonging to 
the essence of the Platonic philosophy, according to which, everything 
is referred back to the intellectual element,-to knowledge in religion,
and the deeper practical ground of religious conviction, and of the 
religious life,-their connection with the moral bent of the affections,
is overlooked. Hence, he considers the main source of both superstition 
and unbelief to be intellectual error - in the former of a positive, in 
the latter of a ne~a.tive kind; only, in the case of superstition, there is, 
moreover, a movement of feeling, which arises out of those erroneous 
notions of the gods, whence they become only objects of fcar.5 But he 

1 UOAAa ICGA.a T'Oii ~eofid,dcWTOI' ,.,,~ptJ. 8 De Iside et Osiride, c. 23. 
1I'O&f, H/wG1'OV de fl-1J0iv' iJt1T'e ~aICew lCtU , L. c. c. 71. 
H' 6ei:N, 6eov, dt oil IC/I'Nl M ~d€G. 6 'H fl-ev a6eoT'Ti' Myo, l(J'T~ o'e1/Jevafdvo,·
De defeetu on.calorum, c. II. It oe oE'(J'uSatl'ov~a 1fil6or Ef(".Yoo ~ooii,

See Pluta.reh's tnu:t: NOll po8IO ...vi. tyytynJ1JllevoV. c. 2. 
&er ?in secundwn Epieurum, Co 22. . 

I 
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does not seem to have found that a mJ.Jto, lies at the ground of many 
shapes of unbelief, as well as of superstition; and both disorders of 
the spiritual life have their proper seat in the directiop. of the moral 
affections, in the disposition; that the 'Jw-tto, is, therefore, usually the 
original, the intellectual error the derivative and symptomatic cause, 
of the evil. Thus Plutarch ascribes it merely to a false notion of the 
gods, that they are represented by the superstitious as angry, and 
threatening punishment; but he is not prepared to understand such a 
stage of religious development well enough to perceive, that there is a 
bottom truth, by virtue of which the gods can be represented only in 
this relation to the religious consciousness of one who feels himself 
estranged, from God. Hence he erred also, in supposing that nothing 
more was necessary for the recovery of the superstitious man, than to 
lead him, simply by the intellectual operation, to tlie knowledge of the 
gods, and of the fact that good only, and nothing that is evil, proceeds 
from them; - not perceiving, that the representation of the gods, 
above alluded to, might itself be nothing else than a reflex of the 
superstitions man's own state of mind, and therefore to be got rid of 
only by an immediate operation on the nature of the man himself. 
This error, again, stood in some connection with another circumstance; 
namely, that although he defended, against the stoics, the Platonic 
doctrine <>f punishments, l as a necessary means of reformation, and of 
purifying and deterring men from evil, and wrote a treatise expressly 
to vindicate the divine justice in punishing the wicked,2 yet to that 
conception of God's holiness and to that apprehension of sin, grounded 
in and intimately connected with it, which belong to the Theism of 
the Old Testament, he was too much a stranger. Hence, the Old 
Testament idea of God, as the Holy one, considered from his own 
Platonic position, must be unintelligible to him; and he might easily 
seem to himself to miss in Judaism the right notion of God's good
ness.a 

It was the purpose, then, of this apologetic and reforming philosophy 
of religion, to counteract unbelief, as well as superstition, by setting 
forth the ideal matter contained in the old religions. From this 
position and with this object in view, Plutarch says, in his exhortatory 
discourse to a priestess of Isis: 4 "As it is not his long beard and 
mantle that makes the philosopher, so is it neither linen robe nor shorn 
head that makes the priest of Isis. But the true priest of Isis is he 
who first receives the rites and customs pertaining to these gods from 
the laws, and then examines into their grounds, and philosophizes on 

1 Against Chrysippus, for instance, who 
puts this doctrine on a level with the srories 
with which old women frighten the children; 
Ti>v 1repi TWV V1rO ~eo;; KOAlU7C/,JV AOYOV, w~ 
oMev ota1>ipoVTa rij~ A""o;;~ KaL TiJ~ AA1>t
TO;;~, vi WV TeL 1ratoupta TO;; KaKoC1xoAciv al 
yvvaZKer avetpyoVC1tV. De Stoicorum reo 
pUfnantiis, c. 15. 

His work on the Delay of Divine Pun· 
ishments. 

8 De Stoicorum repugnantiis, c. 38, where 

he refers to the example of the Jews, to 
prove that the conception of the gods as 
XP7JC1TOt was by no means to be found every 
where. And here we may remark. that we 
would not deny the Jews themselves were 
partly in fault for the diffusion of such rep
resentations of their religion. 

f '0 Til vet/(vvp.eva Kat opiJp.eva 'll'epi roiJr 
~eov~ TOVTIiV~, 5Tav VO,..", 'Tr'apaAu(31,1, A.li1'1t' 
(1/TO,V Kat rptAOUO</>WV 'Tr'tpl rije tv ami, 
tiA1Jffeia,. c. 3. 
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the truth they contain." With some profoundness of meaning, Plutarch 
compares the old myths, - considered as representations of ideas, 
arising from a refraction of the divine light in a foreign substance, a 
re-a.ppearance of it, broken by the intervention of some heterogeneous 
medium, - to the rainbow in relation to the sun's light.! 
. We find here the first beginnings of an attempt to reconcile the 
natural and supernatural in religion; to reconcile the position of the 
rationalist with that of the supranaturalist, the scientific interest with 
the religious; - tendencies and ideas, which, outstepping already the 
position maintained by the old Nature-religion, came forward to 
meet the Theism of revelation; and it was by the latter, first, that any 
such r~onciliation could be brought about, and a true understanding 
of the religious development of humanity made possible. 

Plutarch distinguishes two different stages or positions of knowl
edge; that which goes immediately to the divine causality, and that 
which dwells on the natural causes, serving as instruments to the 
former. "The ancients," he says, "directed their attention simply 
to th.e divine in 'phenomena, as God is the beginning and centre of all, 
and from him all things proceed; and they overlooked natural causes. 
The moderns turned themselves wholly away from that divine ground 
of things, and supposed every thing could be explained from natural 
causes. Both these views are, however, partial and defective; and 
the right understanding of the matter requires that both should be 
combined."2 In attempting to show how a natural phenomenon may 
be a sign of the future, he says, "Divination and Physics may both 
be right; one serving to point out the causes which have brought 
about the phenomenon; the other, the higher end it is intended to 
subserve. " 3 "They who suppose the significancy of signs is made 
naught by the discovery of natural causes, forget that their argument 
against the signs of the gods would also apply to those invented by 
human art; since in the latter case too, one thing is made by human 
contrivance to serve as the sign of something else; as for example, 
lights to serve as beacons, sun-dials to indicate time, and the like." 

This distinction of the natural from the divine, in the cooperation 
of both, was employed, in a noticeable manner, by Plutarch, for the 
purpose of so defending the divinity of the oracles, as to avoid, at the 
same time, superstitious representations. While some were of the opin
ion, that the god himself dwelt in the prophetess at the Delphic shrine, 
employed her as his blind instrument, speaking through her mouth and 
suggesting every word she uttered; by others, these representations 
were seized upon for the purpose of turning the whole into jest, and 

'll'apalft'll'IWO'I'lI. De defectu oraculorum, c. 
47. 

8 'EICCllve 0' oMe'IJ ICa~ TO'IJ ¢VO'tICO'IJ em
"'rXa'IJew ICcd TOll fla'lJ'1't'IJ, Toli flE'IJ ,~'IJ 
alTia'IJ, Toil dE 1'0 1'elo~ ICaUir /:IClafl{3avov- , 
1'Or' V'II'flCst1'O rap TiiJ p):v tIC 1't'IJ(JV rtrOVe 
IC/U 'll'Wf 'll'ftvlCe, -&et.lpilO'flt, T~ OE 'l!'pO~ Ti 
yeyo'IJe ICa~ 'll'wr 'l!'t¢VlCe -&et.lpilaat. Periclea, 
c 7. 
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making the doctrine of such a divine influence on the human soul, 
and every idea of inspiration, ridiculous.1 They laughed at the bad 
verses of the Pythoness, and inquired why it was, that the oracles, once 
given in poetry, should now be uttered in the form of prose. But Plu· 
tarch sought to unite the recognition of the divine causality with that of 
the human individuality which served it as an organ; and by distinguish. 
ing in the oracles the divine and the human, to find in this case, also, the, 
just medium between superstition and unbelief. " Weare not to 
believe," says he, "that the god made the verses; but, after he has 
communicated the moving impulse, each of the prophetesses is moved 
in a way that corresponds to her own peculiar nature.2 For let us 
suppose the oracles were not to be spoken, but recorded in writing, we 
should not, I imagine, ascribe to the god the strokes of the letters, and 
find fault with him because the writing was not so beautiful as that of 
the imperial edicts. Not the language, nor the tone, nor the expres
sion, nor the measure of the verse, proceeds from the god; - all this 
comes from the woman. He simply communicates the intuitions, and 
kindles up a light in the soul with regard to the future." 3 "As the 
body uses many organs, and the soul uses both the body apd its parts 
as organs~ so the soul has now become the organ of the god. But the 
adaptation of an organ consists in its answering, with its own natural 
activity, the purpose of him that employs it as a means to represent 
the work of his ideas. 'l'his, however, it cannot represent pure and 
unadulterated, as the work exists in its author; but much foreign matter 
becomes necessarily mixed up with it." 4 "If it is impossible," he 
says afterwards, "to force lifeless things, which remain constant to 
themselves, so as to be used in a way that contradicts their natural 
character - so that a lyre, for instance, can be played as a flute, or a 
trumpet as a harp; if the artistic use of each particular instrument 
consists precisely in this, that it be used conformably with its 
peculiar character - then it is really impossible to say how a being, 
possessed of a soul endowed with free will and reason, could be used 
otherwise than according to the character, power or nature which dwelt 
in him before." So, according to this view, the difference of the 
several individualities of character, and of the several modes of culture, 
will continue to appear in the manner in which the inspiring agency of 
the divine causality exhibits itself through each. The peculiar appear
ances in such states of enthusiasm, (i1l()ovawa(-l6.) he explains as arising 
from the conflict of the two tendencies,-the movement imparted from 
without, and that belonf,ring to the proper nature of the individual; 
just as when to a body falling by the law of gravitation to the earth, 
a curvilinear motion is communicated at the same time. _ 

1 The sarcasm in Lucian's dialogue, Zev, 
t},eYX0l'evo\" may serve as an example. 
"What the poets say, when possessed by 
the Muses, is true. But when forsaken by 
the goddesses, and left. to sing for themselves, 
they nre out, and contradict what they had 
said before j and one must excuse them if 
they perceive not the truth as men, when 

the agency has vanished which hitherto 
dwelt in them, and by which they invented." 

2 'EKeivov T~V "X~v Til, KIII~ue(,Jr tvr5t
OOVTO" tJr; tKuUT1/ 1re¢V/Ct KIVfi~al 'TW~ 
1rP0¢,1/'Tto(,Jv. De Pythire oraculis, c. 7 

8 'EKftVOr: f1.ovar 'Tur: ¢,aV'Tauiar 1rapiu'Tfjlf/ 
Kat </,wr tv 'Tv1/ivXY 1rotel1rpo, TO ",fJJ.rw. 

, De Pythire oraeulis, c. 21. 
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By this speculative mode of apprehending the popular religion, 
men would be led, moreover, to reduce Polytheism to some higher 
unity, lying at its root. The recognition of an original uriity being a 
thing absolutely necessary for reason, Polytheism either proceeded 
out of that uriity, or must be reduced back to it; it continually felt 
itself impelled to derive the multitude of gods from one original 
essence. Now, by the speculative mode of apprehension, the conscious
ness of this uriity could not fail to be developed and rendered still 
more diStinct, and the relation of the manifold to unity clearly pre
sented. Thus Plato had already sought to bring back Polytheism to 
some such higher uriity, had derived all existence" from the Creator 
and Father of the Universe, who is hard to find, and whom, when 
found, it is impossible to make known to all." 1 So now, too, this new 
philosophy of religion rose to the idea of one simple original essence, 
exalted above all plurality and all becoming; the only true Being; 
unchangeable, eternal; 2 from whom all existence, and first of all, at 
the summit of existence, the world of gods, nearest related to himself, 
in its manifold gradations, has emanat~d. In these gods, that unfolded 
perfection, which in the Supreme essence was more' included and 
hidden, becomes known; they exhibit in different forms, the image of 
that Supreme essence, to which no one can rise, except b1 the loftiest 
flight of contemplation, after it has rid itself from all that pertains to 
sense - from all manifoldness. They are the mediators between man, 
scattered and dissipated by manifoldness, and the Supreme Unity. A 
distinction was next made of the purely spiritual, invisible deities, and 
those in nearer contact with the world of sense, by whom the life radi
ating from the Supreme essence is diffused down to the world of sense, 
and the divine ideas, so far as that is possible, actualized in it - the 
manifest gods; 3 the gods in the process of becoming; the OWl revfjTol 

in contradistinction from the Ow; the spirits that, according to Plato, 
animate the worlds. Thus it was contrived to hold fast the position of 
the old Nature-religion, which lived and moved in the intuition of na
ture, and to bring it into union with the recognition of a supreme 
original essence, and of an invisible spiritual world, to which man's 
spirit strove to rise from the sensuous things that had hitherto chained 
it. Accordingly, two different stages in religion now presented them
selves; that of the multitude, with minds dissipated and scattered in 
the manifold, who can have intercourse only with those mediatorial 
deities approaching nearest to them; and that of the spiritual men, 
living in conte~lation, who rise above all that is sensuous, and soar 
up-wards to the supreme original essence. Hence, again, arose two 
dIfferent stages, or positions, in respect to the divine w.orship; the 
purely spiritual position, which corresponds to the relation with the 
original essence, exalted above all contact with the sensible world; and 
tb.8.t of sensuous worship, which is adapted to the relation with those 
gods who are connected more nearly Wlth the world of sense. From 

1 In Timals. Plutarch. de Bl apud Delphos, c. 20. 
I SIr ~ M rtfJ viiv 1'3 ..~ 'll'BII'A9PfoH" • aeo~ favepoi. as coDtradistinguiahed 

- p/wo1I Nn T~ l:aM TOiTw bilTYoIC avo from &he &favei,. 
YOLo I. S 
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this point of view, it is said, in the work on " Offerings," cited under 
the name of Apollonius of Tyana: "We shall render the most appro
priate worship to the deity, when to that God whom we called the first, 
who is one, and separated from all, after whom we must recognize the 
others, - when to him we present no offerings whatever; kindle to him 
no fire, dedicate to him no sensible thing; for he needs nothing, even 
of what could be given him by natures more exalted than Ours. There 
is no plant the earth produces, no animal the air nourishes, no thing 
that in relation to him would not be impure. In relation to him, we 
must use only the higher Word,-that, I mean, which is not expressed 
by the mouth,-the silent, inner word of the spirit." Even prayer, ex
pressed in words, he would say, is beneath the dignity of that original 
essence, so exalted above all that is of sense ;"and from the most glori
ous of all beings, we must seek for blessings by that which is most 
glorious in ourselves. But this is the spirit, which needs no organ." 1 

This highest position of spiritual worship in reference to the Supreme 
essence, was set up as a rival of Christianity, and as a means of dis
pensing with it. 

We must not, however, transfer over to this Supreme essence of the 
new Platonic philosophy of religion, the Christian conception of God, 
as Creator and Governor of the world. The fundamental position of 
the ancient world-deification of nature in life, separation of the divine 
and human in science - appears, also, in this final shaping of phil
osophic thought - with which that position ended - again prominent 
and distinct. It belonged, no doubt, to the lofty dignity of that Su
preme essence, that, wrapt in its transcendent perfection, it could enter 
into no contact with the sensible world; whence also it followed, that 
the only worship worthy of it, is the contemplation of the spirit raised 
above all that is sensible; and this is, therefore, set over against prac
tical life, as a subordinate position. This conception of spiritual wor
ship is, accordingly, quite as distinct from the Christian, as the 
conception of the Supreme essence itself is. At the extreme point 
and summit of its speculation, this philosophy of religion proceeded 
still further in refining on the conception of the Supreme essence. In 
Plato is to be distinguished what he says concerning the idea of the 
absolute - the good in itself, exalted above all being 2 - and what he 
says of the Supreme Spirit, the Father of the Universe.s But the new 
Platonists substituted that idea of the absolute, in place of the Supreme. 
essence itself-as the first simple, which precedes all existence; of 
which nothing determinate can be predicated; to which no conscious
ness, no self-contemplation can be ascribed; inasmuch as this would 
immediately imply a duality, a distinction of subject and object. This 
highest of all can be known only by the intellectual intuition of the 
spirit, transcending itself, declaring itself free from its own limits.· 

1 In Eusebius Prreparat. evangel. l. IV. 2 In the Republic. 
c. 13, and Porphyry de abstinentia camis, 1. a In the Timreus aud Philebus. 

ll. ~ 34, who cites these words of Apolloni 4 As Plotinus says: T~~ rVW/TecJ~ dw 

US of Tyana, and busies himself with ex.· voii rt:Jv <lAAwv Y'Y"0pEV1Jr /Cal r{j> 11{j> '/IllVP

plaining and applying them. YIY"w"ICew rJvvapfVf.lV, 1J1rep{3efh//Car ~ 
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With this ba.rely logical direction, whereby it was possible to arrive at 
the conception of sUQh an absolute, the Ih·, there united itself a cer
tain mysticism, which, by a. certain transcendent state of feeling, could 
communicate to this abstraction a reality for the soul. Such an ab
sorption of the spirit in that super-existence, (TO bne,mva 1~; ovula;,) 
even to entire union with it, or such a revelation of the same to the 
spirit raised above itself, was considered as the. highest end to be 
reached by the spiritual life. Porphyry relates that this was experi
enced by him once, in his sixty-eighth year; and ~y his teacher, Plo
tinus, four times.! 

By virtue of the gradations in the evolution of the chain of exist
ence, from that transcendent original ground down to the world of 
sense, and by virtue of a symbolic interpretation connected with this 
doctrine, it was made possible to a.ppropriate everything that belonged 
to the existing cultus, spiti.tualizcd after this manner. Thus, e. g. the 
rhetorician' Dio Chrysostom, who wrote in the time of Trajan, makes 
Phidias speak in defense of images of the gods, in the following lan
guage: "It cannot be said, that it would be better for men simply to 
lift their eyes to the heavenly bodies, and that there were no images 
at all. All these, the man of reason worships, and believes that he 
beholds from afar the blessed gods. But love to the gods makes every 
one wish to be able to honor them near at hand, so that he may ap
proach and touch them, offer to them with implicit faith, and crown 
them." Thus, he says, "it lies in the essence of human nature, to en
dea.vor to make present before our senses the absent objects of our 
love. Hence the Barbarians, who had no art, were obliged to transfer 
their worship to other, certainly far less appropriate objects;-to 
mountains, trees and stones." 2 Similar arguments are employed by 
Porphyry, in justification of image-worship.3 "By images addressed 
to sense, the ancients represented God and his powers - by the visible 
they typified the invisible for those that learned to read in these figures, 
as in books, a writing that treated of the gods. We are not to wonder, 
if the ignorant consider the images only as wood or stone; for just so, 
they who are ignorant of writing, see nothing in monuments but stone, 
nothing in tablets but wood, and in books but a tissue of papyrus." 

We see that this spiritualizing apprehension of the old polytheistic 
religion had gone on to form itself-independent of the influence of 
Christianity, as a mean of conciliation between superstition and unbe
lief-out of the spirit of the Platonic philosophy, so far as this extended 
its influence into the religious consciousness. For when Plutarch wrote, 
in whom we find this direction of mind already fully developed, Chris

-rVv TOV voij ,fluw, Til" av dAlu~otTO Ii t1rt aim tv.,f}ijvat. ~al'lreAtluat Ti;J I:1rL mia! fJe;;" 
{10A; ufJpo,!. Anecdota fmca ed. Villoi and four times, during his abode with Por
lOll. Veneto 1781. T. I . p. 237. phyry, he had attained to this, tvtpyei{l u.pp~

1 Thus Porphyry relates of him in the Tit' KaL OU dvvtlp.et. 
aeoonnt of his life: 'E".av1/ b(eivo," 11 ifeiJr 2 See Dio Chrysostom's remarkable dis. 
11 p.1rre p.op'P'rv p.~Te Twa !dfav Exwv, i''lrep course on the knowledge of the gods. Orat. 
de vow, /Cal 'lrav TlI V01/TiJV !dpvpbor· 'til d~ XII. ed. Reiske. II. Vol. I. p. 405, et seq. 
mllyi;) "?raE Afyw ?ri'.1/(n4luat lI:a2 lvw~))Q.I., 8 In ElISebius Prillparat. evangel. 1. III. 
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tiamty, certainly, had as yet produced no influence on the spiritual 
atmosphere at large. But a new zeal in behalf of the old religion, in 
which men were striving, with all their might, to keep the breath of1ife, 
was to be awakened by this philosophy of religion, now that the ancient 
rites were threatened with destruction by Christianity, from a new 
positive reli.gious interest; and so there arose, out of those already 
existing ideas, a new polemical and apologetic direction, having for 
its end to preserve erect the rotten fabric of Paganism. Yet artifi
cial and violent expedients cannot help any cause long; and by this 
effort, often too artificial, the untenable character of the religion men 
were laboring to uphold, was badly concealed. These philosophical 
refiners of religion were themselves preparing for after times, by this 
means, many a weapon against the popular religion, of which the 
Christians well knew how to avail themselves. Already Plutarch em
ployed the doctrine concerning demons, as intermediate beings between 
gods and men, for the purpose of defending the traditions of the popu
lar religion, and rescuing the dignity of the gods - transferring from 
the latter many things to these middle beings, who, he maintained, had 
heen confounded with the others.l According to Plutarch's doctrine, 
these demons, half related to the gods, half to men, serve as the 
means of intercourse between both.2 But he supposed that also among 
these demons, there was a graduated subordination, according as the 
divine or the sensuous element 3 predominated in them. Where the 
latter was the case, it gave rise to malicious demons, with violent de
sires and passions; and to conciliate these, and avert their destructive 
infiuen<les, was the design of many of the noisy and rude forms of 
cultus. Such were the ones which had given occasion to human sacri
fices. With this idea, Porphyry fell in, representing these demons as 
impure beings, related to matter, from which these Platonists derived 
all evil. These take delight in bloody offerings, by which their sensu
ous desires are gratified; they prompt to all evil impulses; they seek 
to draw men from the worship of the gods by pretending to be such 
themselves, and to give spread to unworthy opinions concerning the 
gods, and concerning the Supreme God himself. Their delusive arts 
have been successful from of old. Hence those unworthy and inde
cent notions and stories of the gods, which are diffused among the 
multitude, and have received countenance even from poets and philoso
phers.4 It is easy to see, how well such eXlllanations would serve the 
purpose of the Christians, in their attacks on the popular religion; 
and we can perceive, how the same representations, passing from one 
side to the other, and modified in different forms, might be seized 
upon, sometimes for the defense, sometimes for the assault of 
Paganism. 

It was impossibl~, however, that religious knowledge and religious 

1 Plu!.aJ"(,h. de defectu oraculorum c. 12 nr, C><I1rep V1r1)ptTaIr Ka~ ypappareV(fl. 
et seq .. 8 The 1raif1/TlKOV and aAoyov. 

2 What seemed incompatible with the , In Eusebius Prreparat. evangel. 1. IV. 
exalted dignity of the gods, was transferred c. 21, 22. 
to them, raVTa t.elrovpyolr ifei:Jv avarlif€v



life should make progress among the people by these explanations, ro 
them so unintelligible. The people remained fixed to the externals of 
their worship j they clung firmly ro that old superstition which it was 
attempted ro reanimate, without troubling themselves about these more 
spiritual views. Hence Dionysius of Halicarnassus could say,1 "that 
but few take any part in this philosophical view of religion. But the 
many, who are. destitute of philosophical culture, are accustomed to 
understand those mythical stories in the worst possible way; and one 
of two things is the case: either the gods are despised for taking an 
interest in such pitiable affairs, or else men abandon themselves to the 
worst abuses, because they find the same among the gods." 

Again, inseparable from that stage of progress at which the ancient 
world stood, there was, together with a lingering zeal- not freed 
however from the shackles of egoism-for civil liberty, a certain 
aristocratic spirit. This, as we have seen already, made itself felt in 
religion. The higher religious position, which necessarily supposed 
philosophical culture, could not be transferred to the multitude; they 
seemed as if excluded from the higher lifc, capable of religion only in 
the form of superstition. The great body of tradesmen and mechanics 
were considered as unsusceptible of the higher life, which alone 
answered to man's true dignity,2- as abjl,ndoned to common life.s 
Platonism itself was entangled in this aristocratic spirit of Antiquity, 
and opposed the stage of science, whence alone it was possible to soar 
to pure truth in religion, to" that of opinion (rM;,,) among the multi
tude (a! 1JoUol,) where the true must ever be mixed up with the false. 
And, in like manner, it was remote also from the aim of this new 
philosophy of religion, to elevate the peoplc to any higher stage of 
religious development; -for which, indeed, it was destitute of the 
means. Plotinus distinguishcs two different stages, that of the noble
minded (the U1JoIJJIl,ol) and that of the gross multitude (the naUol.) 
None but the former attain to the Highest; the others remain behind, 
eonversant with the merely human (the opposite to the Divine.) And 
at this stage of common life, again, arc to be distinguished, those who, 
in some sort, take an interest and part in virtue, and the wretched 
mass, as the day-laborers, -the better class of whom, however, m~t 
busy themselves with providing for the daily wants of life; the rest aban. 
don themselves to all that is vile. 4 It was not till the word that went 
forth from the carpenter's shop had been published abroad by fisher
men and tent-makers, that these aristocratic notions of the ancient 
world could be overthrown. 

As it is usually found to happen with particular intellectual tenden
cies at epochs of transition, that while aiming to hold fast the old, they 
have been already forced to pass beyond it, and so must themselves 

1 ArchlllOl. J. II. c. 20, near the end. 7!"tJv· roi~ I'ev mrovcSafotr 'lrpO~ ro {1I<poraro" 
2 Bio~ {3uvauao~. Ka~ ro avtJ, rol~ de av-.'fptJ'lrtKtJripotr. &error 
8 Oil yap olov1"' t'lrtr1lcSefJaat r!\ riJ~ ap£rr,~ av (Jv, b "pev /I£l'v1l1'£vor apeTr,r I'£T/aXeL 

(&nira {1iov {3uvavr1ov II .l'hir"cov. .Aristote· aya-.'fov rtvo~, b de tpavAOr 0XAO, olov xetpo
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lead over to the new, which they would hinder in its development; so 
it happened with this philosophy of religion, in its relation to the posi
tion of the old world on the one hand, and to Christianity on the other. 
While the new Platonism was for holding and defending the former of 
these, it yet contributed itself to excite deeper religious wants, which 
sought satisfaction in something better; to set afloat religious ideas, 
in which there dwelt a power unknown to those who expressed them, 
and which must serve to prepare for Christianity a way of introducing 
itself into the culture of the times. There was called forth, by the 
influence of this particular direction of mind on religious life, a longing 
which tended to a different end. But by this undefined longing, ac
companied with no clear conciousness of its import, ardent spirits 
were also exposed to many dangerous delusions, before they could find 
the satisfying object. This state of feeling drew out fanatics, and 
procured for them a hearing. 

There were roving about at that time in the Roman empire, which 
united together the East and the West, numbers who boasted of divine 
revelations and supernatural powers, men in whom, as usually happens 
in such times of religious ferment, the self-deception of fanaticism was 
mixed with more or less of intentional fraud. For an example, we 
may mention that Alexander of Abonoteichus, in Pontus, whose life 
Lucian has written in his usual satiric manner, and who, all the way 
from Pontus to Rome, found believers in his pretended arts of magician 
and soothsayer, and was reverenced and consulted as a prophet, even 
by men of the first standing. Doubtless, to the better class belonged 
Apollonius of Tyana, famous in the age of the apostles. It is impos
sible, however, to form any certain judgment of his character, so 
imperfect are our means of information. 'rhose who, like Philo stratus, 
(at the close of the second century,) attempted, with their marvellous 
stories, to represent him as a hero of the old popular relif:,rion, have 
done most to injure his reputation with posterity. He travelled about, 
seeking to reanimate religious faith; but by giving nourishment to a 
prurient curiosity about matters that should remain hidden from man, 
he also promoted fanaticism. He spoke against a superstition, which, 
iJt leading men to suppose that offerings and sacrifices could purchase 
impunity for crime, served as a prop for superstition: he explained 
that, without a good moral disposition, no kind of outward worship can 
be pleasing to the gods. He spoke against the cruel gladiatorial shows; 
for when the Athenians, who were celebrating such games, invited him 
to their public assembly, he replied, that he could not tread on a spot 
stained by the shedding of so much human blood, and wondered the 
gods did not forsake their Acropolis. When the person who presided 
over the Eleusinian mysteries declineu to allow the privilege of initiation 
to Apollonius of Tyana, it is difficult to tell whether tue Hierophant 
meant honestly, and regarded Apollonius as a magician, who dealt in 
unlawful arts, or whether he was not, rather, jealous of the great influ
ence, unfavorable to the priesthood, which Apollonius exercised over 
the people; for this is said to have been so great, that already many 
thought it a greater privilege to have the society of Apollonius than to 
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be initiated into the mysteries. The words with which he is said to 
have concluded all his prayers, and in which he summed up every par
ticular request, are characteristic of the man: "give me, ye gods, 
what I deserve." 1 These words do not imply directly a spirit of self
exaltation; he intended simply to express by them the conviction, that 
prayer can avail nothing, unless in connection with a virtuous life; 
that the good man only can expect blessings from the gods. At the 
same time, he is said to have remarked himself, that if he belonged to 
the good, God would give him more than he asked, therefore more than 
he desired. Still we cannot fail to perceive, in this language, a posi
tion in the judgment of one's self, quite opposed to that of Christianity. 

If a letter consoling a father for the death of his son, which has 
been ascribed to Apollonius, is genuine, it gives an insight into his 
pantheistic tendency. At all events, we may recognize here, as we 
may in so many other appearances of this age, the pantheistic element, 
into which, as the unity lying at its root, the dissolving system of 
Polytheism was now passing. 2 In this letter, the doctrine is advanced, 
that birth and death are such only in appearance; that which separ
ates itself from the one substance, the one divine essence, and is caught 
up by matter, seems to be born; that which delivers itself again from 
the bonds of matter, and reunites with the one divine essence, seems 
to die. There is an interchange between becoming visible and invisi
ble. 3 In all, there is, properly speaking, but the One essence, which 
alone does and suffers, by becoming all things to all; the eternal God, 
to whom men do wrong, when they deprive him of what should be 
attributed to him, by transferring it upon other names and persons. 4 

" How can we grieve for one, when by change of form, not of essence, 
instead. of a man he becomes a god?" 5 So Plotinu8, when dying, is 
said to have remarked, that he should endeavor to convey back the 
divine in man to the divine in the universe.6 

On ~very side was evinced the need of a revelation from heaven, 
such as would give inquiring minds that assurance of peace which 
they were unable to find in the jarring systems of the old philosophy, 
and in the artificial life of the reawakened old religion. That zealous 
champion of the latter, Porphyry, alludes himself to the deep-felt 
necessity; which he proposed to supply, leaning on the authority of 
divine responses, by his Collection of Ancient Oracles. On this point 
he says,7 " The utility of such a collection will best be understood by 
those who have felt the painful craving after truth, and have some

1 t.Oi'lTE flO' Ta Otp£tAo~~a. Philostrat. ~fvTJ TO ZOLOV, aou«)vpiv'1 Te. 
I. IV. f. 200, ed. Morell. Paris, 1608,-c. 40. D Tporrov ~eTa(3uaet Kal ouX' tpvae"".
f. 181, cd. Olear. 6 ITetpu~at TO Ev ~~Zv rreiov avayetv 

2 Ep. 58 among those published hy Olea. rrpor TO tv T0 rra~'TI rrelov. Porphyr. vito 
rius in the Works of Philostratu8. Plotin. c. 2. 

8 eUVaTO{ oMe'r oMevor ~ ~ovov l~tpurftt, 7 ITep' r1ir fK AOyLr.JV tptAoaotplar in Euseb. 
ICaiifJ'lrtp OVO' yivetur ovo£vilr ~ ~ovov t~ Prreparat. I. IV. c. 7, near the end: 'Hv 0' 
tparm' Til ~Ev yap U OVfTill{ Tpa'lrEv elr tpVfTtV txet wrpiA£taV ~ fTVvaYlJyi) ~uAtfTTa elfTOVTat 
td()~. yi:vefTtc' TO .If: tIC tpVfTer.Jr fir oVfTtav Mot 'lrep' riiv uA~&etaV w.IivavTer 'IvgavTo 
ICaTel TaVTa rrUVaTOr. 'll'OTe r1ic tIC rr£wv e'lrttpavdar TVXOVT£, <iva. 
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times wished it might be their lot to witness some appearance of the 
gods, so as to be relieved from their doubts by information not to be 
disputed." 

The life of such a person, from his youth up, harrassed with doubts, 
unsettled by the strife of opposite opinions, ardently longing after the 
truth, and conducted at length, through this protracted period of un
satisfied craving to Christianity, is delineated by the author of a sort 
of romance, (partly philosophical and in part religious,) who belonged 
to the second or third century. This work is called The Olementine8, 
and though a fiction, is clearly a fiction drawn from real life; and we 
may safely avail ourselves of it, as presenting a true and characteris
tic sketch, which might doubtless apply to many an inquiring spirit 
belonging to those times. . 

Clemens, a noble Roman, who lived about the time of the first diffu
sion of the gospel, gives the following account of himself. " I was, 
from my early youth, exercised with doubts, which had found entrance 
into my soul, I hardly know how. Will my existence terminate with 
death; and will no one hereafter be mindful of me, when infinite time 
sinks all human things in forgetfulness? It will be as well as if I 
had not been born! When was the world created, and what existed 
before the world was? If it has existed al.ways, it will continue to 
exist always. If it had a beginning, it will likewise have an en~. 
And after the end of the world, what will there be then? if not per
haps the silence of death! or, it may be, something of which no 
conception at present can be formed. Incessantly haunted," he goes 
on to say, " by such thoughts as these, which came, I know not whence, 
I was sorely troubled, so that I grew pale and emaciated - and, what 
was most terrible, whenever I strove to banish away this anxiety as 
foolish, I only experienced the renewal of my sufferings in an aggravated 
degree; which occasioned me great distress. I was not aware that I 
had in these thoughts a friendly companion, guiding me on towards 
eternal life, as I afterwards learned by experience, and thanked the 
great Disposer of all for granting me such guidance, since it was by 
these thoughts, so distressing at first, that I was impelled to seek till 
I found that which I needed. And when I had attained to this, then 
I pitied, as miserable men, those whom in my former ignorance I was 
in danger of considering most happy. As such thoughts, then, dwelt 
in me from my childhood, I resorted to the schools of the philosophers, 
hoping to find some certain foundation, on which I could repose; and 
I saw nothing but building up and tearing down of theories - nothing 
but endless dispute and contradiction: sometimes, for example, the 
demonstration triumphed of the soul's immortality, then again that of 
its mortality. When the former prevailed, I rejoiced; when the latter, I 
was depressed. Thus was I driven to and fro by the different repre
sentations; and forced to conclude, that things appear not as they are 
in themselves, but as they happen to be presented on this or that side. 
r was made dizzier than ever, and from the bottom of my heart, sighed 
for deliverance." As he could come to no fixed and certain conviction 
by means of reason, Clemens now resolved to seek relief in another 
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way-to visit Egypt, the land of mysteries and apparitions, and hunt 
up a ma.gician, who could summon a spirit for him from the other 
world. The appearance of such a spirit would give him intuitive 
evidence of the soul's immortality. No arguments would afterwards 
be able to shake his belief in what had been thus made certain to him 
by the evidence .of his se~es. ~ut the advice of a . sensible philoso
pher dissuaded him f~om this proJect, and from seeking the trut~ by 
forbidden arts, to which he could not resort and ever hope agam to 
obtain peace of conscience. In this state of mind, full of doubts, un
settled, inquiring, distressed and agitated, he came in contact with the 
gospel, preached in demonstration of the Spirit and of power-and his 
case may illustrate that of many others. 

If, now, we take a general survey of the religious state of the pagan 
world, 88 it h88 thus been exhibited, we cannot fail to observe many and 
various op~sitions to, and points of possible union with, Christianity; 
oppositions capable also of becoming points of union, and points of 
union capable also of becoming oppositions. Opposed at one and the 
sa.me time against Christianity, stood the powers of infidelity and of 
superstition. The force of infidelity- the sole supremacy of the under
standing, denying everything above nature, the wisdom of the nil 
admirari - set itself to oppose Christianity, as it did everything else 
that called in requisition man's religious nature. By such as had 
taken this direction, Christianity was put in the same category ,,~th all 
appearances of fanaticism and superstition; but there was also an 
infidelity, at the root of which lay that need of believing, which conld 
no longer be satisfied by anything that the present state of the ancient 
world, in religion and philosophy, could afford; just as we have seen it 
represented in the case of the above-mentioned Clemens: and such 
unbelief could be overcome by the force of divine truth in the gospel; 
the unbelief itself became here a preparatory momentum to the recep
tion of Christianity. On the other hand, the dominion of a superstition 
clinging to sense opposed the entrance of a religion which proclaimed 
the worship of God in spirit and in truth; and this superstition was in 
close alliance with the old religion, which had now been elevated to a 
new sway over the spirit. But that sway was something unnatural,
it was a last effort of expiring life: and at the root of a great propor
tion of the superstition lay, as we have seen, a need, seeking for its 
satisfaction, which could be found only in Christianity;-the need 
of redemption-of a healing of the deep-felt schism within -of recon
ciliation with the unknown God, after whom the conscious or uncon
scious need was' seeking. By means of an unconscious, undefined 
craving of this sort, many no doubt fell victims to various deceptive 
arts; and. it was necessary that the power exercised by such arts 
over the mmds of men, should be overcome by Christianity, before it 
could pave its way to their hearts: but there also dwelt in the gospel 
a power to lay bare and expose all deceptive arts, and to penetrate 
through every delusive show, to the inmost recesses of man's being. 

Platonism prepared the way for Christianity, by spiritualizing the 
religious modes of thinking; by bringing back polytheism to a certain 
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unity of the consciousness of God; by awakening many ideas closely 
allied to Christianity, as, for example, the idea of a redemption, in the 
sense of deliverance from the flAt} - the blind power of nature opposed 
to the divine;l of elevation to a stage of divine life removed beyond the 
influence of natural powers.2 But that which is best suited to form a 
preparatory position, is capable also of being most easily turned into 
one of fierce hostility, where an interest is felt in maintaining the old 
position against the higher one which has presented itself; and in this 
Platonism, we still discern the spirit of the old world, though pregnant 
already with foreign elements. The new Platonism could not bring 
itself to acquiesce, particularly, in that lmmility of k'IWwledge and that 
renunciation of self which Christianity required. It could not be 
induced to sacrifice its philosophical, aristocratic notions, to a religion 
which would make the higher life a common possession for all mankind. 
The religious eclecticism of this direction of the spirit could do no 
otherwise than resist the exclusive and sole supremacy of the religion 
that suffered no other at its side, but would subject all to itself. Yet 
this philosophy of religion found it impossible to prevent the ideas and 
wants it had awakened, from leading beyond itself, and to Christianity. 
Platonism, it is true, revived the faith in a superterrestrial nature and 
destination of the spirit; but the manner in which the doctrine of the 
soul's immortality, reduced to the ideas of an eternity of the spirit, and 
of the soul's preexistence, became united here with the transmigration 
of souls, failed to satisfy the universal religious wants of mankind. If, 
according to this doctrine, even those souls - which applied, however, 
in the end, only to such as had attained by philosophy to the intuition 
of truth - if even those souls which, when freed from the bonds of 
their earthly existence, could rise to a life wholly above sense, wholly 
divine, must yet, after a certain time, yield again to the force of des
tiny, and plunge once more into the circle of an earthly life; this was 
not an expectation answering to the desires of the human spirit. And 
it may be conceived what power the proclamation of eternal life, in the 
Christian sense, must have exercised over a want thus excited, and yet 
left unsatisfied.3 

There could not fail to arise, then, out of this school itself, an oppo
sition of views: on the one side, were those who held this position in 
hostility to Christianity; on the other, those to whom it proved a point 
of transition to Christianity. But then these latter, again, were 
exposed to a peculiar danger. Their earlier prejudices might react in 
such a way as to pervert their mode of apprehending and of shaping 

1 Of attraction and repulsion, of every 'l'fP<J'lrOt (3arTtAeVoVTat 1111'0 {feoi!' TU yap
description of Y07JTeia, the aY07JTeVTOV. ilpxov tv '''(J.(fTrp "a~ KpaTovv, {feiov taT"'. 

2 We may mention here also the idea of In the Life of Alexander, c.27, near the 
an alilvtor (r.J~, which God possesses. Plu end. 
tarch. de Iside et Osiride c. 1. The idea S We have an itlustration of it in Justin 
of a kingdom of God, depending on the Martyr's account of his own religious his
condition t.hat the divine element in man tory, at the beginning of his dialogue with 
gains the supremacy; - in the language of Trypho, where he relates how he was led 
Psammon, an Egyptian priest in the time from Platonism to embrace Christianity. 
of Alexander the Great: ·OTt 'Il'IlliTer av
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Christian truth. In this way, much foreign matter, drawn from their 
previous opinions, might unconsciously be conveyed over with them to 
Christianity. . 

ReligiOWJ Oondition of the Jewish People. 

In the midst of the nations addicted to the deification of nature in 
the form of Polytheism or of Pantheism, we see a people among whom 
the faith in one Almigh~ God, the absolutely free Creator and Gov
ernor of the world, Wll8 propagated, not as an esoteric doctrine of the 
priests, but ll8 a common possession for all, as the central point of life 
for a whole people and state. And necessarily connected with the faith 
in a holy God, Wll8 the recognition of a holy law as the rule of life, 
Wll8 the consciousness of the opposition between holiness and sin - a 
consciousness, which, at the esthetic position held by Nature-religien, 
though it occll8ionally flashed out in single gleams, yet could not be 
evolved with the same strength, clearness and constancy. This rela
tion of the Hebrew people to other nations suffices of itself to defeat 
every attempt which might be made to explain the origin of the 
religion of this people in the same manner as that of other religions. 
It is a fact bearing witness of the revelation of a living God, to whom 
the religion owed its existence and its progressive development; and 
of the peculiar course of training, whereby this nation was formed to 
be the organ for preserving and propagating this revelation. A Philo 
might, with good rell8on, say of this people, that to them was entrusted 
the prophetic office for all mankind; for it was their destination, in 
opposition to the nations sunk in the worship of nature, to bear witness 
of the living God. The revelations and leadings of the Divine hand 
vouchsafed t{) them, were designed for the whole human race, over 
which, from the foundation here laid, the kingdom of God was to be 
extended. Theism and the Theocracy must be embodied in an ou~ 
ward shape, as pertaining exclusively to a distinct people, in order that 
from the envelope of this national form might issue forth the kingdom 
of God, embracing all mankind. Yet as the idea of the Theocracy 
cannot, by forms and rules from without, be realized in the life of a 
single people, and generally not in the rude stock of human nature, 
unenno1!led and persisting in its estrangement from God, there could 
not fail to exist here a disproportion between the revealed idea and its 
outward manifestation; and in this very circumstance was grounded 
the prophecy of a future conciliation. The idea must strive, beyond 
the form of appearance, which as yet does not answer to it, towards a 
development more conformable to its essence and fulness; and it con
tains in itself the prophecy of such a development. If history in gen
eral partakes, by its own nature, more nearly of the prophetic charac
ter in proportion as there dwells in it a pervading reference to the 
great moments of history, to that which has significancy as bearing on 
the progress of mankind as a race; then the religion and history of this 
people must be filled, in a preeminent degree, with prophetic elements. 
The destinies of this na.tion were 80 guided as ever to call forth more 
strongly the consciousness of that breach, that inward disunion, of 
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which we have spoken above, and the longing after deliverance from 
it. This deliverance is one and the same with the restoration of the 
fallen Theocracy; with which belongs also the participation of all 
nations ill the worship of the living God. The appearance of him by 
whom this was to be accomplished, of him who is the true theocratic 
King, forms therefore the central point of the prophetic clement, which, 
although unfolded by particular prophecies with special clearness and 
distinctness of vision, yet here, is not mercly some accessory individual 
thing added from without, but had been grounded by an inherent 
necessity in the whole organism of this religion and national history. 
The idea of the :Messiah is the culminating point of this religion, to 
which all the diffused rays of the divine in it converge. 

While the religious belicf of the Grceks and Romans suffered a vio
lcnt shock in the revolutions which the8e nations experienced, the 
indwelling power in the theistic faith is clearly manifcsted, when we 
sec it prc~crving itself unsh,Lken amid all the political storms that agi
tated the Hebrew people. Nay, the oppressions suffered under the 
dominion of foreign nations servcd bnt to render this faith more firm; 
although the right understanding of its import did not keep up at an 
equal pace. But as everything that develops itself in human nature 
is cxposed to the corruptions lying within it, re\'ealed religion could not 
escape the same. EYen Christianity, the absolute religion of man
kind, coul(l not be exempted from this necessity; ouly it .possessed 
the power of coming forth ennobled from the conflict with these corrup
tions, taking ,uhantage of them to free itself from the admixture of 
foreign elements. This pow(,l' did not reside in Judaism; as it was 
not designed to endure for all times, as a religion in this form, but to 
give place, by the dissolution of this form, for that higher creation 
which was foretold hy it. If this form, insteatl of making way for that 
higher development, would maintain its own existence for a still longer 
term, it must, in surviving itself, merely drag itself along, as a thing 
effete. And here too it will be seen again, that what is designed as a 
preparatory stage, when it attempts to assert its own independence, 
not understantling itself according to its spirit and idea in relation to 
the historical development, may turn round into opposition with that 
higher stage, for which it was its very purpose to prepare. 

What has just been said is to be applied to the direction of the reli
gious spirit which governed the great mass of the Jewish people. With 
them, the thcoeratic consciousness, misapprehended according to the 
notions of their fleshly minds, served but to foster a national pride, of 
which it had become the fonndation. Men fastened on the letter-the 
letter, understood according to the contracted views of minds turned 
only on the world; and clung by the sensible form and envelop, with
out being able to perceive the spirit they revealed and the ideas they 
contained, because there was no congenial, recipient spirit to meet the 
divine truth as it was offered. The sentence was here verified, pro
nounced by our Lord himself, " He who has, to him shall be given; 
and ho who hath not, from him shall be taken even that whi.ch he 
hath." 



FALSI PROPHETS. 3'1 

By the consciousness of the declining condition of the Theocracy, it 
is true, that the yea~g after ~e promised epoch of its glorio~ resto
ration, and by the feelmg. of dIStress und~r the yoke of foreIgn and 
domestic tyrants, the longm~ after the D.ehverer, after the appeara:nce 
of Him from whom that glorIOUS restoratlOn was to come, the MessIah, 
had been aroused to greater activity. But the same groveling sense 
which led to a misapprehension of the nature of the Theocracy gen
erally, could not fail to lead also to a misapprehension of this idea, which 
forms the central point and mark towards which the whole Theocracy 
was aiming. From that worldly sense which was attached to the idea 
of the Theocracy, and that worldly turn of the religious spirit gen
erally, could only result a sel!ularizing also of the idea of the Messiah. 
As the great mass of the people were bowed down by the sense of out
ward much more than of inward wretchedness, disgrace and bondage, 
it was chiefly a deliverer from the former whom they expected and 
yearned after, in the Messiah. The inclination to the supernatural 
took here an altogether worldly shape; the supernatural, as it pictured 
itself to the imagination of the worldly heart, was but a fantastic imi
tation of the natural magnified to the monstrous. Thus the deluded 
Jews, destitute of a sense for the spiritual apprehension of divine 
things, expected a Messiah who would employ the miraculous power, 
with which he was divinely armed, in the service of their earthly lusts; 
who would free them from civil bondage, execute a severe retribution 
on the enemies of the Theocratic people, and make them masters of the 
world in a universal empire, whose glory it was their special delight to 
set forth in the fantastic images suggested by their sensuous desires. 

There was a great want of such leaders and teachers. of the people 
as could have instructed them respecting the nature of their religion 
and of the Theocracy, and undeceived them of their erroneous fancies. 
Most of their guides were blind leaders of the blind, men who only 
confirmed the people in their perverse inclinations and in the errors 
thence resulting. Great mischief had been occasioned particularly by 
a fanatical zealot, Judas of Gamala, or the Galilrean, who, about the 
year 11 after the birth of Christ, took upon himl'elf to oppose the census 
or registration decreed by Augustus Cresar. A people that had 
incurred the forfeiture of their liberty, as a just punishment for their 
sins, and would continually incur it more and more; - such a people 
he called upon to throw off, at once, the yoke of Roman bondage. He 
stimulated those, who, in disposition, were widely removed from serving 
God as their Lord, to recognize Him as their only Lord, by suffering 
no vestige to remain of the dominion of a stranger over the people that 
belonged to God alone. While others were for awaiting the deliver
ance to be wrought by the power of God, through the Messiah, he, on 
the contrary, required, that they should first lay hands to the work 
themselves. God-said he-will help those only, who do their own; 
but by this he meant nothing else than the resistance of mere arbitrary 
1rill to a power placed by God's appointment over a people that had 
Dot understood their calling, that had been unfaithful to it, and who, by 
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virtue of their disposition, were no longer capable of freedom'! From 
this exciting cause proceeded that wild fanaticism of the Zealots, 
formed out of an impure combination of political and worldly-religious 
elements; a combination which in all times has introduced the most 
fatal mischiefs among nations; as was illustrated, indeed, by the his
tory of this people down to the period of their total extinction as a. 
State. When John the Baptist, after his call from God to become a 
preacher of repentance, caused a divine voice to be heard in the wilder
ness of the degenerate people, sought to bring them to the conscious
ness that it was by the disposition of the heart the way must be pre
pared for the regeneration of the Theocracy, and directed the longing 
wishes of his contemporaries away from the earthly to the divine, yet 
notwithstanding the great effect which he produced by the command
ing power of his words, he found little sympathy with that which was 
the true aim and spirit of his preaching, and at last fell the victim of 
a league struck between worldly and spiritual tyranny - a martyr to 
that truth, which, with a denunciatory zeal that regarded no conse
quences, he held up against all the wickedness of his age. The death 
of John foreshadowed the fate which was to terminate the earthly 
course of one greater than himsclf, to bear witness of, and prepare the 
way for whom, was his divine vocation. 

Incomprehensible, therefore, to men given up to such blindness, was 
what the Son of God told them of the true freedom, which he had 
been sent from heaven to bestow on those who sighed under the bon
dage of sin. As with their earthly sense they knew not the Father, 
so also they could not discern in Jesus, the Son; because they had no 
ear for the voil,;e of the Father, witnessing of him, in the wants of the 
human heart. The same temper which made them disregard the 
warning prophetic words of John the Baptist, rendered them deaf also 
to the warning call of the greatest among all the prophets; and as he 
had foretold them, they became, even to their ruin, through the influ
ence of the same disposition, a prey to the artful designs of every 
false prophet who knew how to flatter the wishes which such a dispo
sition inspired. vVhen the temple of Jerusalem was already in flames, 
one of those false prophets could persuade crowds of the people, that 
God was about to show them the way of deliverance by a miraculous 
sign, - such a sign as they had often demanded of him who would 
have shown them the true way to true deliverance, and who did refer 
them to the true signs of God in history, - and thousands of deluded 
men fell victims to the flames or to the Roman sword. Josephus, who 
was no Christian, but who contemplated with less prejudice than others 
the fate of his nation, of which he was an eye-witness, closes his recital 
of this event with the following remarkable words: " The unhappy peo
ple would suffer themselves, at that time, only to be cheated by impos
tors who were bold enough to lie in the name of God. But to the mani
fest prodigies that portended the approaching destruction they paid no 
regard; they had no faith in them: -like men wholly infatuated, and 

1 Joseph. ArchalO!' 1. XVIII. c. I, de B. J. 1. II. c. 8, ; 1. 
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as if they had neither eyes nor soul, they heeded not what God was 
announcing." • 

Among the Jewish theologians in Palestine, we find the thr~e 
difFerent main directions, which are commonly observed to make thell' 
appearance in opposition to each other, on the decay of the forms o~ a 
positive religion. First, the traditional tendency, which mixes up WIth 
the original religion many foreign elements, aiming to combine all 
these into an artificially constituted whole; which holds tenaciously to 
form and letter, without the living spirit; and substitutes, in the place 
of the real essence of the religion, an effete orthodoxy and a dead 
ceremonial. Thus is there called forth, in the next place, the reaction 
of a reformiug tendency; but a reaction which, if it has proceeded 
rather from the intelligential than from the religious element, if the 
sense of negation rather than the positive religious interest predomi. 
nates, easily swerves from the just moderation in polemics, and runs 
into the extreme of expunging, together with the foreign elements, much 
that is genuine and good. But the unsatisfied want which both these 
tendencies leave in men of more profound and warmer feelings, usually 
impels the latter to another reaction, - the reaction of a predominantly 
subjective tendency, of predominant feeling and intuition by the 
feelings, which, as opposed to the tendencies above described, is desig. 
nated by the name of mysticism. These three main directions of the 
religious spirit, which often recur under different forms, we recognize, 
in the present case, in the three classes called the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees and the Essenes. 

The Pharisees 1 stood at the summit of legal Judaism. They fenced 
round the Mosaic law with a multitude of so-called " he~ges," whereby 
its precepts were to be guarded against every possible infringement. 
Thus it came a.bout, that, under this pretext, many new statutes were 
added by them, particularly to the ritual portion of the law. These 
they contrived, by an arbitrary method of interpretation, - a method 
which in part tortured the letter and in part was allegorical, - to find 
in the Pentateuch; a.ppealing at the same time to an oral tradition, 
as furnishing both the key to right exposition, and the authority for 
their doctrines. They were venerated by the people as the holy men, 
and stood at the head of the hierarchy. An asceticism, alien to the 
original Hebrew spirit, but easily capable of entering into 'union with 
the legal secta.rianism at its most extravagant pitch, was wrought by 
them into & system. We find among them a great deal that is similar 
to the consiliis evangelici8, and to the rules of Monachism in the later 
church. On painful ceremonial observances they often laid greater 
stress than on.good morals. To a rigid austerity in the avoidance of 
every even seeming transgression of ritual precepts, they 'United an 
easy sophistical casuistry which knew how to excuse many a violation 

1 The name is derived from "parash," the sense, "to set apart," parush, tU~'il, 
~~; either in the leme "to 8ltpound," which indeed sounds nearer like the Greek 
whonee "porah, rJ~f!), the U1/Yl/T7)r rot; ;aptaaZor, one separated from tbe profane 
,!!,poil /lilT' Efox!tv, a title claimed by the multitude, the l' ~l$i;J OJ!' one who wonld 
J:'hariIees, according to Josephus j or in be regarded as holy 
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of the moral law. Besides those who made it their particular business 
to interpret the law and its supplemental traditions, there were among 
them those, also, who knew how to introduce into the Old Testament, 
by allegorical interpretation, a peculiar Theosophy; and this they 
propagated in their schools; - a system which, starting from the 
development of certain ideas really contained in the Old Testament in 
the germ, had grown out of the fusion of these with elements derived 
from the Zoroastrian or Parsic system of religion; and at a later 
period, after the time of Gamaliel, with such also as had been derived 
from Platonism. Thus to a ritual and legal tradition came to be added 
a speculative and theosophic one.1 

It would be as wrong, certainly, to confound these Pharisees together 
in one class, as to pursue the same course with the later monks. We 
must distinguish among them the several gradations of honestly meant 
though misguided zeal, till it diverges to mock-holiness and hypocrisy 
thirsting for power. Although the egoistic interest of an hierarchial 
ca.."lte was the governing principle with many, yet there were some for 
whom the legal way, with all its efforts and conflicts, possessed perfect 
truth; some who had been lcd, by their course of life, to pass through 
the same painful experiences of which Paul, the former Pharisee, 
bears witness in the seventh of his epistle to the Romans. But 
one thing was wanting to them; the humility with which those who 
feel the poverty of their own spirit, go forth to meet the divine grace. 

The Sadducees were for restoring the original Mosaic religion in its 
purity, and expunging every thing that had been added by Pharisaic 
traditions. But as they did not follow out the thread of historical 
progres8 which marked the development of the divine revelations, but 
arbitrarily cut it short, so they could not understand the original 
Theism in the Jewish religion. That direction of mind which shows 
hostility to the progressive dcvelopment of the religious consciousness, 
required by what was already contained or implied in the original, 
cannot fail to misunderstand the original itself, - cannot fail to seize it 
on a single side and to mutilate it. Thc Sadducecs were too deficient 
in the more profound sense of religion and of the religious need, to be 
able to distinguish the genuine from the spurious in the Pharisaic 
theology. 

Directly at variance as were the two systems of Phariseeism and 
Sadduceeism, still they had something in common. This was the one
sided legal principle which they both maintained. And indeed by the 
Sadducees this principle was seized and held after a manner still more 
exclusively one-sided than by the other sect; since with them all 
religious interest was confined to this point; and since they misinter
preted or denied every thing else that belonged to the more fully 
developed faith of the Old Testament. Moreover, the essential charac
ter of the law in its spirit, as distinguished from its national and 

1 In what is here said, I have taken into Testament, hru; made against the manner 
view the well-grounded objections which in which the subject was presented by me 
Dr. Schneckenburger, in the seventh Dis- before. 
sertation of his Introduction to the New 
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temporal form, in its strictness and dignity, was recognized by them 
still less tha.n by the Pharisees.. While the P~arisees. attributed the 
highest value to ritual and ascetic works of holiness, wIth the Saddu
cees - as, perhaps, the name they gave themselves may denote
uprightness in the relations of civil soc!ety. pass~d .for the who.le. 
Starting from this principle, there W88 nothing ill theIr VIew of morality 
which presented a point of contact for the feeling of f'el~gioU8 need, 
which most readily emerges from the depth of the moral life. Add to 
this, that they ascribed divine authority, an authority binding on 
religious conviction, only to the Pentateuch.1 The observance of the 
law, understood after their own way, was for them the only thing fixed 
and certain; in respect to all other things, they were inclined to doubt 
and disputation. a . 

As the belief in the spirit's destination for an eternal existence 
beyond this earth found no recipiency in this, their one-sided intelli
gential direction of mind, !wIding converse only with the worldly, 
they expressly denied the doctrines of the resurrection and of the 
immortality of the spirit, because no such doctrines could be proved 
from the letter of the Pentateuch alone. These doctrines they reckoned 

1 Ready as I am to acknowledge the 
wejO'ht of the arguments bronght by Winer 
(in ~ Biblische Realworterbuch) against 
the statement here made, yet I cannot. he 
indnced to abandon it. Very true, it does 
not admit of being proved from the passa
ges of Josephus, that the Sadducees denied 
the authonty of all other books of the 
canon. It is only evident from those pas
B&"O'Cs, that they were opponents of tradi
tion; and were for deriving the substance 
of the legal precepts to be observed from 
the letter of the law alone, without allowing 
validity, in this regard, to any other source 
of ltnowledge. But neither can it by any 
means be proved from them, that they 
judged respecting the canon precisely as 
did the Pharisees. Although Josephns, (c. 
Apion. c. 8.) taking his position on the 
ground of Jewish orthodoxy, might thus 
describe the canon as of universal validity, 
yet it by no means follows, that that hete
rodox sect, which departed in so many oth
er things from what was elsewhere consid
ered as important for the religions interest, 
- that this sect micrht not also diirer from 
the same in their judgment concerning the 
canon. If the Sadducees, notwithstanding 
their denial of doctrines 80 important to 
the general religious interest as' those of 
personal immortality and of the resurrec
tion, could yet attain to the most consider
able offices of the state, how was an opin
ion concerning the canon, which",certainlv 
had. no such vital connection with practf
eallife, to offer any obstacle to this promo
tion 1 Josephus says of them, that when 
they were called to administer pqblic atfairs, 
they did not venture to act IICCOrdi~ to 
theh- OWll principles, but were constrained 

4· 

to yield to what was required by the Pharo 
isees; since otherwise they must fall by the 
popnlar rage, which would be excited against 
them. 'Orran yap hr' apxa~ rrapeA/&otev, 
{UWVf7tt.Jr f'tV /Cat /CaT ItvuY/C1JV, rrpOt;xt.JpOV(1t 
0' ouv ol~ aq,aptf7ato\ Aeyet, Otll TO f'Tt UA
~"t.J~ (;ve/cT01)r yfvtm'fat TOt~ 7rA"ffef7tv. Ar
chreol. I. XVIII. c. 1, § 4. These words 
refer immediately, withont doubt, to church 
principles of administration; yet I cannot 
avoid tbe inference from analogy, that the 
Sadducees wonld have acted in precisely 
the same way, in regard to other things, not 
less important in their relation to the com
mon religious interest; snch, for instance, as 
their denial of immortality; that is, would 
have made no puhlic demonstration of their 
real convictions, although it must necessari
ly have been the case, that, with such differ
ence of opinions, violent contentions would 
sometimes arise in the Sanhedrim. See 
Acts, 23: 9. So now, there may have been 
a distinction of an exoteric and esoteric 
position in their judgment concerning the 
canon; and while manifesting a. certain 
respect for the whole canon, they may have, 
notwithstanding this, ascribed a decisive 
authority. in matters of faith, to the Pen
tateuch alone. Indeed, it cannot well be 
conceived, how they could reconcile the 
acknowledgement of an equal authority 
belonging to all the hooks of the Old Tes
tament, with their denial of immortality 
and of the resurrection. 

2 Josephus describes the skeptical ten
deney of the Sadducees in ArchmoI. 1. 
XVIII. c. I, § 4: 4>vAa.dir oe ovoafll:Jv 
Ttp.ijv f'eTa'lrOt1Jt1L( aVTOt~ 1) Tl:JV vt.Jl'f)'I). 
IIpilr yap TOiJ~ .s,.sat1/CUAOVr (1oq,La, 1}v ftETIa.
aw, ci.f"PtA.oyetv ~riJv apt-&povf7w. 

http:UWVf7tt.Jr
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also among the foreign additions that had been made to the original 
doctrines of Moses, from which additions they were wishing to purify 
Judaism. To such a direction of mind, it is ever peculiar to declare 
all doctrines surreptitious, which do not lie, expressed in so many words, 
in the religious records still recognized as authoritative, although these 
doctrines may be contained there in the spirit, including within itself 
the germ of a future development. But it is more difficult to conceive 
how the Sadducees found it possible to reconcile their denial of a world 
of spirits and of the existence of angels 1 - to which denial they were 
impelled by the same direction of mind - with their principle of 
recognizing everything as religious doctrine which could be shown to 
lie, in so many words, in the Pentateuch. It is easy to see here, how 
they were seeking for their own opinions, which had originated and 
were grounded in a state of mind wholly peculiar to themselves, a point 
of union and support in the authority which they recognized only just 
so far as the case admitted. Most probably, in explaining the angelic 
appearances, (the Angelophaniai,) they departed from their principle 
of literal interpretation, and considered them merely as visions by 
which God revealed himself to the Fathers. 2 

Although it cannot be proved, from the notices of Josephus, that they 
denied a special Providence, yet it is clear, that in strict conformity with 
their tendenr.y to negation, they made God, as far as possible, an idle 
spectator of the affairs of the world, taking much less share in the 
concerns of men than the Theocratic principle required. Their direction 
of mind must have impelled them ever nearer to a Deism which 
abolished all revelation, and consequently, also, the essence of the 
Jewish religion itself, though at the outset they had simply in view 
the restoration of that religion to its primitive simplicity. The prin· 
ciple of their spiritual bent must have led them further than they 
intended themselves to go. In perfect harmony with this mode of 
thinking was also the severe, cold, heartless disposition which Josephus 
ascribes to the Sadducees. According to his account, they were for 
the most part persons of wealth, who led a life of ease, and, satisfied 
with earthly enjoyments, would open their minds to no higher aspi
rations. 3 

1 Acts, 23, 8. or merely allowing himself to conclude, 
2 As we are to infer from Origen's words, from the necessary connection of ideas in 

if we compare them with a passage in Jus his own mode of thinking, that if they did 
tin Martyr, (Dialog. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 358, not ascribe literal truth to the narratives of 
cd. Colon,) where he speaks of a pllrty the angelic appearances, they mnst then 
among the .Tewish theologians, that denied have explained them allegorically. The 
the personal existence ot' angels, and ex comparison of his statement, however, with 
plained all appcllrances of them as merely that of Justin Martyr, renders the former 
transient forms of the manifestation of a the more probable. 
divine power, which God caused to go out 3 Although Josephus was himself a Pharo 
from himself and then withdrew. Origen, isee, yet we have no reason to suspect what 
in t.he words alluded to. ascribes to the he says of the Sadducees, for he constantly 
Sadducees, "6~ar r.ep2 .iyyEAc.>v, wr obX shows himself impartial in his judgments; 
vr.apxnv,wv, uAAil 'por.oAoyovllivwv ,,:>v he moreover frequently exposes, without re
r.ep2 a,j,i:Jv avayeypallivwv Kat fl7JOi:v Q, serve, the bad traits of the Pharisees, and 
1f:piJ, ,~v Irrropiav UA1Im, tXDVT(JV. It may we have no cause, therefore, to charge him 
admit of Borne question, whether Origen here with malicious feelings, injurious to 
was following here some historical accounts, the truth. Certainly we cannot infer Cr01n 
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It remains, that we should speak of the Essenes or Essreans, whose 
relation to the two parties just described has already been exhibited 
in a. general manner. About two centuries before the birth of Christ, 
there arose,in the quiet country lying on the west side of the Dead Sea, 
a. society of piously disposed men, who, in these solitude~, sought a 
refuO'e from reigning corruptions, from the storms and conflicts of the 
world and the 'strifes of parties; precisely as the monastic system 
sprung up at a later period. Thus they are described by th~ ~lder 
Pliny, who felt constrained to express a sort of respect for thClr mde
pendence and their contentment within themselves. " On the western 
border of that lake," says he, "dwell the Essenes, at a sufficient dis
tance from the shore to avoid its pestilent effluvia - a race entirely by 
themselves, and, beyond every other in the world, deserving of won
der; men living in communion with nature; without wives, without 
money. Every day, their number is replenished by a new troop of set
tlers, since they are much visited by those whom the reverses of fortune 
have driven, tired of the world, to their modes of living. Thus hap
pens, what might seem incredible, that a community in which no one is 
born, yet continues to subsist through the lapse of centuries. So fruit
ful for them is disgust of life in others."l From this first seat of the 
Essenes, colonies of them had been formed in other parts of Palestine; 
in remote and solitary districts of the country, which must have 
answered best to their original design, but also in the midst of villages 
and towns. A transplantation of this sort would naturally lead to 
many deviations from the original strictness of their principles, to many 
alterations of their discipline. Although there was one class of Esse
nes who, as we may gather from the accounts of Josephus, were will
ing to act as magistrates, yet it is evident that these, residing amidst 
civil society, could not observe all those rules which bound, with the 
force of law, such as lived secluded from human intercourse. As is 
wont to happen in similar communities, there must, in this case, have 
naturally sprung up many orders of the sect, various forms of relation 
to, and modes of connection with, the original society. Indeed, the his
torian Josephus expressly distinguishes four different orders, of which 
the Essenes were composed.2 Many contradictory statements, which 
occur in the several accounts of this sect, admit thus of being most 
easily reconciled.3 

the character of the doctrines of the later 
Careans, who were temperate opponents of 
the Pharisaic traditions, what must have 
been the character of the Sadducean doc· 
trines. The general question still remains 
unsettled, whether the latter doctrines had 
any ontward connection whatever with the 
former, although the heresy·huntino- spirit 
of their adversaries would naturally be glad 
of the chance to confound tliem with these. 

1 Ab occidente litora Esseni fugiunt, 
uaque qua noeent. Gens sola et in toto 
orbe pneter calteras mira, sine ulla femina, 
omni venere abdicata, sine pecunia, socia 
~arwn. In diem ex requo convena.rum 

turba renascitur, large frcquentantibus, quos 
,-ita fessos ad mores eorum fortunre fluctus 
agitat. Natur. hist.!. V. c. 15. 

2 Josephus cites f.lOipar riaaapar of Es· 
senes, B .•J. 1. II. c. 8, § 10, which several 
grades, it is true, would, according to his 
testimony, have reference simply to the 
length of time spent in this commnnity j 
but from the marks which are given, we 
may doubtless infer, that there were other 
modes of classification among them besides 
that which bore reference to the circum· 
stance just mentioned. 

8 As, for instance, while Pliny makes 
them reside only on the border of the Dead 



44 JUDAISM. 

If we may always distinguish, among mystic sects, the more practi
cal and the more speculatively inclined, we must reckon the Essenes 
with the former class, without overlooking in them, however, at the 
same time, a certain speculative and Theosophic element. This, their 
peculiar mystic turn, might have sprung, in the first place, indepen
dently of external influences, out of the deeper religious sense of the 
Old Testament, a spiritualization of the letter, proceeding from the tem
per of mind which gave birth to the allegoric interpretation. Such 
mysticism has made its appearance, after much the same manner, 
among people of the most diverse character,-among the Hindoos, the 
Persians, and Christian nations. It would lead, certainly, to the great
est mistakes, if from the resemblance of such religious phenomena, 
whose relationship can be traced to their common ground of origin in 
the essence of the human mind itself, we should be ready to infer their 
outward derivation one from the other. How much that is alike may 
not be fouml in comparing the phenomena of Brahmaism and of 
Buddhaism with those of the sect of Beghards in the middle ages, 
where the impos8i1ility of any such derivation is apparent to every 
body? We are ready to admit, however, that the Essenean mysticism, 
although it did not spring originally from any outward cause of excite
ment, yet, having once made its appearance, received into itself many 
foreign elements. But should the question now arise - whence did 
thcse elements come? - we find our thoughts reverting far more natu
rally to old Oriental, to Parsic, Chaldaic elements - many ideas from 
that source having been propagated, since the time of the exile, among 
the Jews - than to elements of Alexandrian Platonism, according to 
the usual supposition at the present time; for it is difficult to conceive 
how the latter could already have, exerted so powerful and wide
extended an influence in Palestine, at the period when tIllS sect arose. 
The peculiar asceticism of the Essenes by no means warrants us to 
infer that they must have been acquainted with the Platonic doctrine 
of the iJArl, since that asceticism may be explained as well from the 
influence of the Oriental spirit; while this doctrine itself, without the 
addition of the Oriental spirit, would have led to no such peculiar bent. 
We should also duly weigh, that Josephus and Philo, writers to whom 
we are indebted for our most important information respecting this sect, 
have both, though the latter still more than the former, clothed the 
opinions of the Essenes in a garb pcculiarly Grecian, which we may 
rightly consider as not originally belonging to them. We must there
fore be cautious of attributing too mueh importance to many things 
thcy advance, which have been derived simply from that source; 
especially as, in modcrn times, the Essenean doctrines have given 
occasion to very arbitrary combinations and modes of representing 
historical facts. 

Besides the diversities above mentioned, which must have been 

Sea, Josephus (de B. J. I. II. c. 8, ~ 4,) says in a fragment of his defence of the Jews, 
thac there were many of them dwelling in preserved bv Eusebius Cresar. (Prreparat. 
every town j Philo, (quod ornnis probus Evangel. 1. ·VII. c. 8,) that they lived in 
liber ~ 12,) that they lived K<.J,U110r1v, Tilt; many towns and villages of Jndea, in pop-
1T'"jcEI.t; tKTpe1T'0IUVOI, and the same writer, nlons districts. 
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introduced gradually among the Essenes, as they began to relax from 
their primitive eremetical severity and submit to the intercourse of civil 
life, we may notice another remarkable difference among them. In 
strict accordance with the Oriental element of their original ascetic 
turn, was the life of celibacy - a thing alien to the spirit of the 
primitive Hebraism, by which a fruitful marriage was reckoned among 
the greatest blessings and ornaments. Hence we see already among 
the Essenes, that reaction of the original Hebrew spirit against the 
foreign &'lcetie element - which is analogous to something we shall 
hereafter have more frequent occasion to notice in the history of sects. 
There was a party of the Essenes which differed from the others, in 
tolerating the institution of marriage. l 

It accorded with the character of this sect to unite the contemplative 
life with the practical; but in accommodation to the diversities already 
mentioned, the extent to which this was done must also have been 
various. The practical bent of the Essenes would naturally incline 
them to a life of industry. Such a life was probably intended, as in 
the case of the later monks, to answer a two-fold purpose; to occupy 
the senses, so as to prevent any disturbance from that quarter of the 
higher activity of the mind; and to furnish themselves with the means, 
while independently providing for their own subsistence, of contribut
ing, at the same time, to the necessities of others. The occupations 
of peace were those about which they employed themselves; differing 
according to their different habits of life, according as they dwelt in 
communion with nature or joined in the intercourse of civil society; 
agriculture, the breeding of bees and of cattle, mechanical handiworks. 
They had sought to explore the powers of nature, and apply them to 
the healing of diseases. Connected with their secret doctrines, there 
was also a traditional knowledge relating to this subject. They were 
in possession of old writings which treated of such matters. Health 
of body and of soul they were in the habit of connecting together, as 
well as the cure of both. Their science of nature and their art of 
medicine seem to have had a religious, Theo8ophic character.2 As 
they strove to explore the secret powers of nature, so were there also to 
be found among them, such as claimed for themselves, and endeavored 
to cultivate, a gift of prophecy. A particular method of ascetic prepa
ration, by which one might become qualified for searching into the 
future, was taught among their secret traditions.3 For this purpose 
they employed sacred writings; whether they were the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, from the words of which they sought, by various 
interpretations, to unravel the secrets of futurity, just as the Bible was 
used for similar purposes in later periods; or whether they were those 
other writings, belonging to the sect, in which their secret doctrines 
were unfolded. All this bears the impress of the old Oriental spirit, 
certainly not of the elements of Grecian culture. 

1 See Joseph. B. J. I. IL c. 8, ~ 18. 'll'por t'Jcpa'll'etav 'll'a-&Cw pU;at re aAeE1'/T~pto' 
I Josepb. B. J. I. IL c. 8, ~ 6: l:'II'ovda/Cal M~';;V lodm/rer tvcpevvwvrat.

,ovO'w tl('TO'll'lo)r 'll'cpl Ta rwv 'll'aMtWJI 17VY8 a.tarpopOtr ayvclatr ep.'lrGtOoTpt{30VP.£1It.W. 

Y~Ta, piW.t1Ta Ta 1I'p~r ~iAetaV 1fJvxiir See Joseph. B. J.I. IL c. 8, i 12. 

II:al o'cJJUlror t/C}.iYOIiTef. 'EII~t1I a-brot, 
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By their consciousness of the equality of the higher dignity in man's 
nature, of the oneness of the divine image in all, to which the Old 
Testament of itself might have led them,I they rose above the narrow 
limits within which the developement of the human species was con
fined by the prejudices of antiquity. They considered all men as 
rational beiugs, destined to the enjoyment of personal freedom; they 
rejected slavery and suffered no slave to exist in their community, -in 
every kiud of service mutually helping one another. As it was their 
idea to restore back the community founded originally by the Almighty 
in nature, and thereby to reconcile those differences which civil society 
had introduced among men, accordingly the distinctions of poverty and 
of wealth were also done away among them. There was a common 
treasury, formed. by throwing together the property of the individuals 
who entered into the society, and by the earnings of each one's labor, 
out of which the necessities of all were provided for, - a community of 
goods, which, however, did not preclU(te the right of private property, 
and which was probably modified by the diversities already described. 

There can be no doubt that this sect, by exciting a more earnest and 
lively spirit of devotion, by arom;ing the sense of the godlike within 
the little circles over which their influence extended, produced those 
wholesome fruits which have always sprung out of practical mysticism, 
wherever the religious life has become stiffened into mechanical forms. 
It was owing to their inoffensive mode of life, commanding universal 
respect, that they were enabled to preserve and extend themselves 
without molestation, amidst all the strifes of party, and all the revolu
tions to which Palestine was subjected, down to the extinction of the 
Jewish state. 

They were particularly distinguished, in that corrupt age, among the 
Je1YS, on account of their industry, charitableness and hospitality; on 
account of their fidelity, so different from the seditious spirit of the 
Jews, in rendering obeclience to magistrates as the powers ordained 
of God, and on accoullt of their striet veracity. Every yea and nay 
was to possess, in their society, the validity of an oath; for every oath, 
said they, presupposes already a mutual distrust, which ought not to 
find place in a community of honest men. In one case only might an 
oath be administered among them, and that was, in confirming those 
who, after a novitiate of three years, were received among the number 
of the initiated. 

Although now, under the view just presented, we cannot fail to 
recognize in this sect a sound practical bent, yet we should doubtless 
be under a mistake, if, led by the one-sided representations of the 

1 This view natnml\v resulted both from original difference of races, in virtue of 
the development of the Old Testament idelt which, some, by their reason. were destined 
respecting- the imnge of God, and from the and suited to rule Over others. and these 
recognition of the origin of mankind from latter, with their bodily powers, to serve 
a sin:.ile pair; a" on the contrm'y, slavery them as tools. Thus Aristotle, in his work 
found its justification in the prevailing mode on Politics, I. I. c. 2, says: To fLi;v Ovvo.p-e
of thinking- among Pagans; their misap. vov rij otavoit,L 7rpoopav apxov ",vaH Kal 
prehension of the higher nature common o[(m6(ov ",vrreL. Til ,\,- ,lvvup-evov 1'0 fJwpan 
to the species, and their assumption of an ravra 1l'Olf£V &'pxof1evov Kat dJVfJEt OQiI/.w. 
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Alexa.ndrian Jew, Philo,l we imagined the Essenes might be taken as 
an example of the purest practic~ mystics, at an equal rem?~e from 
all Tbeosophic and speculative fancles,2 and from all superstition and 
slavery to ceremonies. The fact, which has already been stated,'of 
their affectation of the prophetic gift, is, of itself, inconsistent with this 
view of the matter; and their whole secret lore can hardly be imagined 
to have consisted simply of ethical elements, but we are here forced to 
the supposition of a peculiar Theosophy and Pneumatology. Why else 
should they have made so great a mystery of it ? This supposition 
gathers strength, when we are informed that the candidates for admis
sion into the sect, among other obligations, took an oath that they would 
reveal to no one the names of the angels which were to be communi
cated to them. It is confirmed again by the cautious secrecy with 
which they kept the ancient books of the sect. Even Philo himself 
makes it probable, when he says that they busied themselves with a 
fPJ.ouofPta cJ~d uv!'fJ6J.wy, a philosophy resting on the allegoric interprcta
tion of the Bible; since every mode of the allegoric interpretation of 
scripture is accompanied, side by side, with a certain speculative sys
tem. There is nothing to warrant us in supposing that it was the 
ideas of the Alexandrian Theology which constituted the basis of their 
scheme. There seems to have been grounded in this Theosophy of 
theirs a certain veneration of the sun, which we have to explain from 
the intermingling of Parsic rather than of Platonic doctrines. It was 
a daily custom with them to turn their faces devoutly towards the 
rising of the sun, and chaunt together certain ancient hymns, handed 
down in their sect, which were addressed to that luminary, purporting 
that his beams should fall upon nothing impure.s To this may be 
added their doctrine concerning the soul's preexistence. Descended 
from some heavenly region, it had become imprisoned in this corporeal 
world, and after having led a life worthy of its celestial origin, it would 
be liberated again, and rise to !r heavenly existence befitting its nature. 
This also, which was the fundamental doctrine of their asceticism, may 
be traced just as well to old Oriental tradition as to the Alexandrian 

1 In his writings, above cited. Although 
Josephus, too, as we have already observed, 
has given nothing that can be called an oll
jeetiYe description of this sect j notwithstand· 
ing that when a youth of sixteen, he com
pared the different Jewish sects together, 
10 order to choose between them, and en
deavored, alpng with the rest, to make him
self acquainted with the sect of the Essenes, 
though he hardly went beyond the period 
of 8 novitiate among them, and perhaps in 
regard to their esoteric doctrines, was no 
bettor informed than Philo;-yet he miglu 
obtain a more accurate knowledge of the 
sect than the Alexandrian' Jew; and his 
account, savoring as it does, with a smaclr. 
of the Grecian taste, yet wears a more his. 
torical character than that of Philo, which 
W8II evidently written with the distinct ·pur. 
poee in view, or holding up the Essellt8 to 
the ar,eb, .. a pa&tern of practieaJ. wile 

men. Indeed, tbe latter writer was scarce
ly capable of looking at anything otherwise 
than in the light of his Alexandrian Pla
tonism. He must involuntarily find again 
his own ideas wherever any point of union 
enables him to introduce them. 

~ I cannot at all agree with those wbo 
seize upon the words of Philo, in his book, 
quod omnis prohus liber ~ 12, where he 
says, that of the three parts of philosophy, 
the Essence accepted only Ethics, for the 
purpose of sketching out, after this hint, 
the main features of the Essenean system. 
It is impossible not to see, that in these 
words, the matter is set forth in an altogeth
er subjective point of view; and besides, 
what Philo here asserts is contradicted by 
the more precise and accurate testimony of 
Josephus. 

a Joseph. de B. J. 1. ll. c. 8, ~ 8, et 9. 

http:uv!'fJ6J.wy
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Platonism. The original birth-place of this doctrine is, in truth, the 
East, from which quarter it first found its way into Greece. 

If we may trust the words of J osephus,l they did indeed send gifts 
to the temple, and thus expressed their reverence for the original 
establishment; discharging in this manner the common duty of all 
Jews, as it was their principle to fulfil every obligation that bound 
them; yet they did not visit the temple themselves,2 perhaps because 
they looked upon it as polluted by the vicious customs of the Jews. 
They thought that the holy rites could be performed in a worthier and 
more acccptable manner within the precincts of their own thoroughly 
pure and holy community. In like mmmer, also, they performed their 
sacrificial offerings, for the presentation of which, within the pale of 
their own society, they believed themselves best prepared by their 
ascetic lustrations. '1'he authority of Moses standing so high with 
them, there is not the least reason for supposing they would wholly set 
aside the sacrificial worship appointed by him, unless it were true, per· 
hap~, t,hat they looked upon the original Mosaic religion as having been 
corrnptc(l by later additions, and among these additions reckoned also 
the sacrificial worship, as we find asserted in the Clementines; which 
however, so far as it regards the Essenes at least, admits not the 
shadow of a proof. Now it is singular, it must be admitted, how, as 
Jews, they conld entertain the opinion, that they might. be allowed to 
oirer Hacrificc8 away from Jerusalem. But caprice in the treatment of 
whateyer belongs to the positive in religion forms, indeed, one of the 
characteristic marks of snch mystic sects. And it might well accord 
with the spirit of such a sect, that in proportion as they looked upon 
the sacrificial worship, instituted by Moses, as a holy service, they 
should be so much the less disposed to take any part in its celebration, 
amidst all the wickedness in the desecrated temple at Jerusalem; and 
should maintain that ~nly among the really sanctified, the members 
of their own sect, was the true spiritua:l temple, where sacrifices could 
be offered with the proper consecration.3 

1 Archreol. 1. XVIII. §_ 4; El, De Til 
lEpiiv uva{)7JpaTa TE uTiAlcOVTE, {)vIJiar OVK 
bnTfA01!(H (5La1>0poTl/Tt ayvElwv, fIr; t'Ofll
~ou:v, Kat Vi.' (LinD r.iPyOI1ElIOl 701) KOlVOV 

-rfflfV{(jj1arot;, iftJ' aVTwv rat; {)V(JtW; L-:r£Tf

Aovu,. 
2 For the word ell'} alleva, cannot possibly 

be taken in any other sense than that of the 
middle voice. 

a Even from Philo's langnage in the 
tract; Quod omnis probus liber, § 12, it is 
impossihle to extract that meaning which 
some have wished to find in it; viz_ that the 
Esscnes gave a spiritnal interpretation to 
the whole sacrificial worship, and rejected 
ontward sacrifices entirely. 'E'1T",j~ /Cal tv 
iolr flu-Aurra {ft::parrcvrar. {JeO?) )'f)'uvaalv, 
oil ~wa «aTm%ovur, uAA' 1'l'o1TI'£1rfir Tilr 
lavj(Jv owvolar I\(lTaO'Kfvft(ftv U:~L01h)TEr. 
Philo is starting here from the doctrine of 
the Alexandrian theology, that the true 
worship of God is the pnrely spiritual, con

sisting in the consecration of the life of the 
spirit to God. This idea he represents Ill! 

having bcen realized by the Essenes, whom 
he describes as Therapeutre, in the true 
sense of the word. Simply for the sake of 
contrast, he mentions animal sacrifices, 
which were nsnally held to constitute the 
main part of the service; and in so doing 
he by no means atIirms that the Essenes 
had entirely rejected the sacrificial worship
Not the negative but the positive is here the 
essential point. Had it been his intenli_on 
to say that the Essenes rejected the saCrIfi
cial worship of Moses, he must have ex· 
pressed this in a quite different tone. In 
this connection. Philo could have said the 
same thing of ·himself, and of every other 
Jew, possessed, according to his opinion, of 
a truly spiritual mind_ 13y nttaining ,to the 
knowledge that the true sacrifice 1S the 
spiritual sacrifice of one's self, one !s not 
led, certainly, according to his doctnne, to 
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With such mystical sects, it not unfrequently happens, that in con
nection with a. bent of mind turned wholly inward, is found a disposi
tion to set value upon certain external religious rites, which seems 
quite incongruous, two opposite elements being thus brought in con
tact - spiritual religion and slavery to forms. So it was with the 
Essenes. In a painfully superstitious observance of the Sabbath day of 
rest, according to the letter, not the spirit, of the law, they went even 
beyond the Jews; with this difference, however: that the custom in 
their case sprung out of an honest piety, while the Pharisaic casuistry 
knew how to accommodate the interpretation of the law, so as to suit 
the interest of the passing moment. They not only carefully avoided, 
like other Jews, all contact with uncircumcised persons, but, being 
separated, within their own body, into four different grades, they who 
had attained to the highest, dreaded the pollution of a touch from the 
member of an inferior grade; and they had recourse to ablutions, 
whenever an accident of this sort occurred. In general, they attached 
greater importance than other Jews to purification, by bathing in cold 
water, as a means of holiness. To their ascetic notions, the oriental 
and healthful practice of anointing with oil seemed an unholy thing; 
so that anyone who had happened in any way to become thus defiled, 
felt obliged carefully to cleanse himself. They scrupulously avoided 
all food save such as had been prepared within their own sect. They 
would die rather than partake of any other. All this, then, should 
satisfy us, that while we grant a due respect to the religious spirit 
of this people, we ought not to be so far mislcd as to consider them 
the representatives of a simple and unalloyed practical mysticism. 

Essentially different from the form of culture which prevailed in 
Palestine, was the shape and direction taken by the Jewish mind, on 
that spot, where, through a period of three centuries, it had been un
folding itself under circumstances and relations wholly peculiar,
&midst those elements of Hellenic culture, that, transplanted into the 
old seats of an altogether different civilization, had on this foreign soil 
gained the supremacy,-in the Grecian colony of Alexandria in Egypt. 
From an intermingling of Hellenic and Jewish mind, proceeded 
forth here one of the most influential of appearances, which had an 
important bearing, particularly on the process of the development of 
Christianity in human thought. We see here, how that great historical 
event, which, more than three hundred years before ,the birth of Christ, 
shattered the nations of the East, should serve to prepare the way for 
such a process. The world-subduing arms of Alexander, as afterwards 
the weapons of Rome, were to subserve the highest aim of man's his
tory, by uniting and bringing within the influence of each other, parts 
hitherto separated, 80 that the minds of men might be prepared to 

set aside the outward sacrificial worship. rifice " iu the seccmd instance differently from 
In this case, therefore, there is not the least that in the first, as referring to bloodless 
opposition betwixt Philo and Josephus, but sacrifices, - the symbolical offerings of the 
he is speaking of an entirely different thing. gifts of nature. In this case, Josephus 
In the passage cited from Josephus, we can- would have expressed the opposition ailX!r 
DOt., for the purpose of reconciling a contra- 3> Ilifferent manner. 
diction that does not exist., understand" sac-

VOL. I. 5 
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grapple with Christianity, receive it into their thought, and work upon 
it with self-activity. Plutarch looked upon it as the great mission of 
Alexander, to transplant Grecian culture into distant countries,! and 
to conciliate and fuse into one, Greeks and barbarians. He says of 
him, not without reason, that he was sent of God for this purpose; 2 

though he did not divine, that this end itself was to be only subsidiary 
to, and the means of, a higher, - to make the united peoples of the East 
and West more accessible for the new creation that was to proceed 
from Christianity, and in the combination of the elements of Oriental 
and Hellenic culture, to prepare for Christianity a material in which it 
might develop itself. If we look away from that ultimate purpose, 
if we do not fix our eye upon the higher quickening spirit, destined to 
convey into that combination, holding within itself the germ of corrup
tion, the principle of a new life, we may, in such a case, indeed ask 
the question, whether that union was really a gain to either party, 
whether at least the gain was not everywhere accompanied with an 
equal loss, since the fresh life of the national spirit must in such cir
cumstances be constantly repressed by the forcibly obtruded influence 
of the foreign element. It required something higher than any ele
ment of human culture, to introduce into that combination a new living 
principle of development, and to unite peculiarities the most diverse, 
without prejudice to their original essence, into a whole in which each 
part should be mutually a complement to the other. The true living 
fellowship between the East and the West, in which both the great 
peculiar principles that belong together for a complete exhibition of the 
type of humanity should be united, could first come only from Christ
ianity. But as preparatory to this step, the influence which for a 
period of three centuries went forth from Alexandria, that centre of 
the intercourse of the world, was of great importance. 

In the Course of these centuries, the peculiar asperity and stiflhess 
of the Jewish character must have been considerably tempered by 
intercourse with the Greeks,3 and by the transforming influence of the 
Hellenic culture, which here preponderated. The ulterior effect might 
proceed to shape itself in two different ways. Either the religious 
.element, whieh most strongly marked the Jewish peculiarity, might 
yield, under the overpowering influence of the foreign national spirit 
and of the foreign culture, and the Jews would suffer themselves to be 
misled, in ridicule of their old religious records, now become unintelli
gible to them, to assort with the Greeks among whom they dwelt, or, 
true to the religion of their fathers in the main, they might be forced 
to seek a conciliating mean betwixt this and the elements of Hellenic 
cul.ture, which exercised an involuntary power over their minds, and 
which they were moreover induced to make their own, in subserviency 
to an apologetic interest. 

1 Td (3ap{3aplKu Tolr lI,:A1JvlKolr Kepuual, 8 Philo reckons the number of Jews reo 
KtU rilv e.?.?.uOa urreipal. See Plutarch's I. siding in Alexandria and the countries ad
orat. de Alex. virtute s. fortuna, ~ 10. jacent, at "a hundred myriads." Orat. in 

2 KOlVO~ nULl) rhMJev apflorrr~~ Ka~ 0, Flaccum § 6. 

a.?.?.a"riI~ TWV OA<.lV VOfli,<.lv. L. c. c. 6. 
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We doubtless find some indications that the former of these effects 
'W88 not wholly wanting; as, for instance, when that zealous champion 
of Judaism, the Alexandrian Philo, places in contrast with Moses, who, 
while in favor at the Egyptian court, still remains faithful to his people, 
those reneO'ades 1 "that trample on the laws in which they were born 
and bred, ~pturn those customs of their country which were liable to 
no just censure, and in their predilection for the new, become utterly 
forgetful of the old." In another passage ,2 he rebukes those" who are 
impatient of the reli!cious institutions of their country; who are ever on 
the aJ.ert for matter ~f censure and complaint against the laws of reli
gion; who thoughtlessly urge these and the like objections in excuse of 
their ungodliness: 3 Do ye still make great account of y?ur laws, as if 
they contained the rules of truth? Yet see, the holy ScrIptures, as you 
term them, contain alse fables, such as you are accustomed to laugh 
a.t, when you hear them from others." 4 

Yet, in the main, the power of their religious faith, so deeply rooted 
in the mind of this people, was too great over them to be weakened by 
the influence of that foreign culture; and hence the former of the ef
foots above mentioned, was certainly the more rare, and the latter the 
more frequent case. It was this: the Jews, completely imbued with 
the elements of Hellenic culture, endeavored to find a mean betwixt 
these and the religion of their fathers, which they had no wish to re
nounce; and to this end availed themselves of the system most in vogue 
with those who busied themselves with religious matters in Alexandria, 
that of the Platonic philosophy, which had already become a mighty 
power over their own intellectual life. At the same time, they were 
very far from consciously entertaining the idea or wish to sacrifice the 
authority of their ancient religion and of their sacred writings to the 
authority of a human philosophy. On the contrary, they learned, from 
a. comparison of the religious knowledge existing among their own peo
ple with that which might be found among the Egyptians and Greeks, 
to understand more clearly the disting'Jished character of their ancient 
religion, the divine agency manifested in the guidance of their people, 
and the destination of that people a.s bearing upon the whole human 

1 De vita Yosis L L f. 607, ~ 9. NOflovr Jew. In II. pagan this scoffing would have 
'll"apaiJaivOVtrt, Kai}ovr ty~aav Kat 1: struck him as no such siugular thing. He 
T~av,~ & 1f'aTpta, ok flifl""t; oMeflia looks upon it as a punishment of the fool· 
7("p6reaTt "ucaia, KWOVO'tV tKr5'TJ""'fleVOt Kat hardiness of this man, that he soon after 
r5u'l ri;v rOW 1rapOVT(MV a1f'or5oX~v oMevot; in hung himself; lv' (, fltapOr Kat dvaKui}aprot; 
n:.v ,ipxaiw., P.v1JflTJv 'Aap.(3uvovatv. flTJOf; I(ai}up", i}avur", TEAfVrQtr(J. By means 

I De oonfos. ling. f. 320, ~ 5. 01 flev of his allegoric interpretation, Philo wishes 
ootr;ttpalvovTEr rii 1raTplw 1f'OALUil', ",oyo" to remove that which furnished this man an 
,,112 KarTJyopta., ad T"", vop.r.w p.tAerwVUr occasion for his scoffing, that others might 
-rofrrOtt; I(at Tolt; 1f'apa1rAf/aiott;, CJt; ltv t1rt not dmw upon themselves a like punish
fJ~patt; ~r ai}to.,."rOt; abrwv ol dvaat{3tlt; ment. He describes here a whole class of 
xWvTat. such people, who were waging an irrecon

I He is speaking of the confusion of cileable war with sacred things, and search
IOngues at Babel. ing for matter of calumny wherever the 

'Also in the passage (de nom. mutat. p. letter admitted of no befittin~ sense. 'Evtot 
1053, ~ 8) where Philo quotes the 8coffing ro", <p,'Aa1rtxftf/flOVWV Kat flWflovt; riet rolt; 
language of an .ti}tOt; and lureiJ~!', the bit. ap.CJp.otl' 7I"pOrU1f'rttv t{}tMlIrW., Ka' 1f'OAtfUJI) 
terness with which he speaks would seem luciJpvKTOV 7I"OAtflOVV1"(jJ) Tolt; [tpolr· 
to indicate that the scoffer was an infidel 
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race; and their conviction that this was indeed the high destination of 
the Jews, could only be strengthened and confirmed by such a compari
son. So says the individual whom we would choose to name as the 
representative of these Alexandrians, viz. Philo.l "That which is the 
portion only of a few disciples of a truly genuine philosophy, the knowl
edge of the Highest, has become the inheritance of the whole Jewish 
people by laws and customs." He calls the Jews priests and prophets 
for all mankind.2 He was conscious of the relation to universal history 
lying at the ground of the particular in the history of his nation - saw 
how the Theocratic people, as such, had a mission to fulfil which regarded 
entire humanity. He describes them as a priestly people, whose call
ing it was to invoke the blessing of God on all mankind.3 He says, 
with this reference, that the offering, presented for the whole people, 
was meant for the entire race of man.4 

The spirit of Judaism enabled him to llildersta.nd, that religious truth 
should be a public thing, the common property of all. Considering 
how easily a Jew at Alexandria might be tempted, nnder such induce
ments as were held out by the traffic in religions mysteries, to set up 
another description of mysteries in competition with those of the Greeks, 
it is the more worthy of remark, how decidedly Philo took his stand 
against every such tendency, greatly distinguishing himself, in this re
spect, from the heathen Platonists. It well nigh seems, as if he found 
cause to warn his fellow-believers themselves against the fascinations of 
mystery, by which. they also could be attracted.5 "All mysteries," 
says he, "all parade and trickery of that sort, Moses removed from the 
holy giving of the law; since he did not wish those that were trained 
under such a form of religious policy, to be exposed, by having their 
minds dazzled with mysterious things, to neglect the truth, and to fol
low after that which belongs to night and darkness, disregarding what 
is worthy of the light and of the day. Hence no one of those that 
know Moses, and count themselves among his disciples, should allow 
himself to be initiated into such mysteries, or initiate others; for both 
the learning and the teaching of such mysteries is no trifling sin. For 
why, ye initiated, if they are beautiful and useful things, do ye shut 
yourselves up in profound darkness, and confer the benefit on two or 
three alone, when you might confer it on all, were you willing to pub
lish in the market-place what would be so salutary for everyone, so 
that all might certainly participate of a better and happier life?" He 
points to the fact, that in the great and glorious works of nature, there 
is no mystery, all is open. He bears witness of the mere 'empty mech
anism, into which the mysteries had then degenerated; men - he sayB 
- of the worst character, and crowds of abandoned women, were ini
tiated for money. 

1 De caritate f. 699, § 2: '01rep il£ q,l).MO 5rrep lflet.t.ev t~ a1ravrwv rw" !it.t.wv ltpaa
",[a~ 1"i;~ OOl£tflc.Jrar1J~ 7r,ptyivErat rol~ Oflt ..'fat. rar V1rfP rov yi"ovr rw" u'V&pCm;I.W 
t.1iral~ avriJ~, rovro I£ai rl"i vOflc.JV Kat UJiJv (l7raVTldV £let 1rOl7jUOP.e.vov tvxar;. 
·Iovrlaiot~. i1rtar~fl1i rov ,"vc.Jrarov I£at 7rpef 4 De victimis f. 288, at the end, ~ 8. 
Bvrarov 1ravrwv, rov i1r2 rol~ yev1Jroi~ 6 De victimas offerentib. f. 8~6, , 12: 
{hoir 7rt.uvov ,"7rWaal'fVOtr. M1iod~ fl~re ret.eia-&w riJv Mwiiaewr f/Io'Tft' 

2 De Abrah. f. 364, § 19. ro;v Kat yvwpif'UlV }t~r£ r£AeirfU. 
8 De vita Mosis I. f. 625, § 27. 'E19vovr, 

http:vOflc.JV
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These religious philosophers among the Alexandrian Jews, of whom 
we speak, can be rightly understood and judge~ of! only by t:'king into 
view their entire position,-the fundamental pnnClple of thelr system, 
which had been formed out of contradictory elements,-as well as their 
relation to the two opposite parties, between wbicb they were endeavor
ing to gain a reconoiling mean. On tbe one band, th~y b~ld firmly to 
the religion of their fathers. They were devoted to It WIth true rev
erence and love, and looked upon the records of it as a work of the 
Divine Spirit. Every thing in these records, and particularly in the 
Pentateuch, passed with them as, in one and the same sense, divine. 
From these, in their opinion, were to be drawn all stores of wisdom. 
On the other hand, their minds were preoccupied by a philosophical 
culture at variance with these convictions. They were themselves un
conscious of the conflicting elements that filled their minds, and must 
ha.ve felt constrained to seek after some artificial method of combining 
them into a harmonious whole. Thus would they be involuntarily 
driven to imply in the old records of religion, which for them possessed 
the highest authority, a sense foreign to these records themselves, sup
posing all the while, that they were thus really exalting their dignity 
as the source of all wisdom. 

As to the parties between which they moved, and which they had 
particularly in mind in their interpretation of the sacred writings, they 
were two; siiallding related to the two several tendencies, in connection 
with which, also, the philosophy of religion according to Platonism, as 
alrea.dy set forth by us, had gone on to shape itself among the Pagans; 
-a. skeptical, and a superstitious tendency. On the one side were 
philosophically educated Greeks, who used what they knew of the Old 
Testament Scriptures according to their different turns of thinking; 
either with trifling spirit, to ridicule it, or with more earnestness of 
intention, stepping forth as defenders of the interests of true piety, 
to cha.rge it with unworthy representations of God.1 And there were 
Jews themselves, who, under the influence of foreign culture, had broke 
loose from the religion of their fathers, and joined themselves with these 
opponent.<!. On the other side, were those no less arrogant than narrow
minded Pharisaical scribes, who would apprehend the things of God 
with fleshly sense, sought the highest wisdom in little verbal refinements, 
and by their grossly literal interpretations were led away into the most 

1 Thus Philo, in his second book de plan. religion of their fathers, and inclined to a 
tatione Noae, § 17, defends the Old Testa- ccrtain species of Deism that avoided an
ment against those who found something thropopathism. But the manner in which 
blasphemous in the expression where God Philo expresses himself seems more accor
is called an inheritance (/(];iJpot;) or men, as, dant with the supposition that he had pagans 
fur instance, with reference to the Levites. in view; for if he were speaking of apostate 
KI1~ viiv eiat rwe, rwv £'lrtl'op,/>a(fwrwv Jews, his language would doubtless have 
riaef3etav, ot ro 1rpOxetpov ro;; 16yov 1rapa- been more excited and bitter, as it usually 
tnlJI:~avroiiat, '/IaC1((OVre, oUY Ilatov oilr' is in such cages. The allusion is to such 
~~ Uyetv rlvftPW1rOV ~eov dljpov. pagan accusers of the Old Testament, as it 
We might snppose that this attack on the seems to me, in a passage to be fuund only 
014 Testament proceeded from Jews, who, in the Armenian translation of'orqnlllllt. in 
by the preponderant inftuence of their Greek Genes. 1. III. § 3, ed Lips. opp. P"hilon. T. 
ed1lcation, had become alienated from the VII. p. 5. 

5· 
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absurd and extravagant opinions1 - men who, from their fundamental 
principle of adhering to the letter, and their low, sensual views, came to 
form the rudest notions of God and divine things, -of God's shape, of his 
anger, of his arbitrary will, - and by such notions contributed most to 
bring Judaism into contempt with the educated Greeks.2 

Now the object of those Jewish philosophers in religion, like that of 
the heathen Platonists, was, by making the distinction between spirit 
and letter, idea and symbol, in the old records of religion, to strike out 
for themselves a direct middle course betwixt the above mentioned 
extremes. There ,ms this truth lying at the basis of their endeavors, 
that in those exhibitions of truth which belong to the religious province, 
matter and form are not so related to each other as in other writings; 
that here, where the form is something that cannot fully answer to the 
immeasurable greatness of the matter, the mind must read between the 
lines with its thoughts directed towards the divine, in order to a cog
nizance of the divine matter in its earthly vessel. This principle had, 
moreover, a special title to be employed in its application to the Old 
Testament, inasmuch as within the latter dwells a spirit enveloped 
UIlder a form still more limited and more limiting than eloowhere, 
struggling towards a future revelation and development, whereby it 
was destined to be freed from this confinement. But as the conscious
ness of this spirit - first revealed by Christianity - was to them 
wanting, they might the more naturally, on this very account, allow 
themselves to be guided by a foreign spirit, in interpreting the religion 
of their fathers. It was a foreign principle, borrowed from the Platonic 
philosophy, from which they started irqiursuit of the key to the spiritual 
UIlderstanding of the Old Testament. Instead of referring its contents 
to the end of practical relig;ion, they were lnmting everywhere after 
universal ideas, only hid under an allegorical cover, - such ideas as 
had been formed in their own minds from intercourse with the Platonic 
philosophy. To excite the receptive mind to explore these ideas, they 
represented as the highest aim of those writings. 

One extreme opposed itself to the other. Over against that slavery 
to the letter which characterized a narrow, sensual Babbini81n, stood a 
tendency to evaporate everything into universals. The necessary 
means of arriving at a knowledge of the spirit contained under the cover 
of the letter were despised. The overleal,ing those mediating momenta 
of logical, grammatical and historical interpretation, met its own penalty, 
in the manifold delusions which ensued. Wholly a stranger to the 
history, the manners and the language of the ancient people, and 
despising the rules of grammatical and logical interpretation, a Philo 
found many difficulties in the Greek version of the so called Seventy 
Interpreters, in which he was accustomed to read the Old Testament, 

1. Philo, (de somniis I. I. f. 580, § 17,) de the account of Paradise. He says of them: 
senbes them thus: Tm)~' T~r; P7IT~C; 7rpay nO~_A~ ((at OV(nJEp[mevTOr; ~ £v~{}fla. He 
paTriaf; aorpllTT(U; Kat 'Al.av 7/1.(; b(/>pftf: UVE says, those sensual notions of God led to 
U7rClK(JTar. the destmction of practical religion j hr' 

2 Thus Philo, (de plantat. Noae I. II. f. £vcr£f3£ia~ Ka, OcriOT1/TO, Ka{}a<picr££ t,,{J£(J
219, § 8.) directs his discourse against those f'QTaTa DVTa Evpif'aTa. 
who took every thing in a literal sense in 
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-aversion of the O. T. which was not only current at Alexandria, but 
of the highest aut~ority, on accoun~of the stO!y of its mirac?lous origin. 
They were difficultles, however, which he lIDght have easily solved by 
means of the helps above mentioned. He frequently overlooked here 
the simplest sense, which first offered itself, and instead of this, sought 
a more profound one, which was merely what had been put into the 
words by himself.1 But in addition to this, that mistaken reverence 
for the sacred writings, that exaggerated view of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby the inspired writers were considered merely as 
passive organs, contributed no small share in compelling men who 
regarded every thing as in one and the same sense divine, and wholly 
overlooked the medium of connection between the divine and the human, 
to find at the position in which they had thus placed themselves, much 
that was difficult and rcvolting-much that they must labor to remove 
by an arbitrary spiritualization. Thus the one-sided supernaturalistic 
element of the Jewish position led directly to the opposite extreme of 
an arbitrary rationalism? - an error which might have been avoided 
by that method of conciliatory mediation between the supernatural and 
the natural which was presented in our statement of the views of 
Plutarch. 

Yet these Alexandrian Jews were well aware of the difference be
tween the mythical religion of other nations and the historical religion 
of their own people. They did consider, it is true, the historical and 
literal sense as a veil for those universal ideas, the communication of 
which to the human mind was the highest aim of God's revelations; 
but still they insisted also, in the main, on the objective reality and 
truth of the history and of the letter, and ascribed to both their impor
tance as a means of religious and moral training for such as could not 
soar to those heights of contemplation. Far was it from their thoughts, 
to deny the reality of the supernatuml in the history of their nation, 
and to allow it only an ideal significancy. " He who will not believe the 
miraculous as miraculous," says Philo, in defending the Old Testament 
history, " proves by this, that he knows not God, and that he has never 
Bought after Him; for otherwise he would have understood, by looking 
at that truly great and awe-inspiring sight, the miracle of the Universe, 
that these miracles (referring to the guidance of God's people) are but 
child's play for the divine power.3 But the truly miraculous has be
come despised through familiarity. The unusual, on the contrary, 
although in itself insignificant, yet through our love of novelty, transports 
us with amazement."4 

1 We have a remarkable example in the 
work Quis rerum divinar. hreres, f. 492, § 
16, where, in the phrase t~yayev uvrov e~"" 
he looks for some deeper meaning, in the 
apparently unnecessary repetition of the 
word e~w; and again, in the case where the 
repetition of the noun, according to the 
Hebrew usage, leads him to conceive of a 
two-fold subject, and furnishes him an oc
casion of introducing his idea. of the Lo
gos. 

2" Einer rationalistisch-idealistischen Will
kuhr." 

B De vitA Mosis 1. II. § 38; E~ oe Tt~ TOI!' 
TOL~ urrund, ,hov ovT' olOev oiir' tfnr1/u£ 
1r~7r07e. "EYVlJ yap av evi1ildr, OTt Til. 1Ta
paoo;a 01) TaVTa Ka~ rrapuAoya ~fOV rrauJia 
elCT~V, arrLOO>V el~ Til. r<;J OVrL !"yaAa KcU 
CTrrovoiJr Mia, yi'VtuLV ovpavov. K. T. A.. 

4 Taiira !'tv rrpilr UA.i]~CLav QVTa {)av!'a,. 
(na, KaTarreifJpOV1/TaL r<;J (fVv;,.J". Ta de 
!'1J tv M" "u, /Iv /'tKpa ~ KararrA1/rroruiia
Tiil "'tAO"aiv't'. 
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Still they found individual passages, the literal understanding of 
which presented insurmountable difficulties, -difficulties, it might be, 
for any rational apprehension whatever, or for their own minds, at the 
particular position assumed by their philosophy of religion. Such 
especially were those passages, in interpreting which, the Rabbins, 
who explained every thing according to the letter, fell, no doubt, into 
absurd and fantastic representations; as, for instance, in the account of 
Paradise. Now here, it was beyond the power of the Alexandrians, 
from their own position, to find a means of conciliation between the 
di vine and human, answering to the necessities of reason; as, for example, 
in distinguishing between a fact lying at the bottom, and the purely 
symbolical character of a form of tradition. They were forced to push 
the opposition to the altogether literal mode of apprehension so far as to 
deny the reality of the literal and historical facts throughout, recog
nizing only some ideal truth, some universal thought, that presented 
itself to them out of the train of speculations created by a fusion of the 
Platonic philosophy with religious ideas of J udaism.l But it was far 
from the intention of a Philo, in maintaining such views, to derogate 
from the authority of the sacred writings. On the contrary, as he 
referred every thing they contained to the inspiration of the Divine 
Spirit, so he recognized the wisdom of that Spirit in permitting the 
writers actuated by Him, to represent many things in such a form, as, 
literally understood, could give no tenable sense whatever; to the end 
that those who would otherwise be tempted to rest satisfied with the 
bare letter, and search no farther, might be excited to explore that 
ideal sense lying at the hottom ; 2 to conduct to this, being, in truth, 
the highest aim of the divine revelations. Hence such stones of stumbo 
ling must be scattered here and there, as means of excitement for the 
spiritually blind.3 

'rhus there carne to be a two-fold position in respect to religion and 
the nnderstanding of its records; - a faith clinging to the letter and to 
the history, and a contemplation soaring to the ideas veiled under the 
historical and the literal facts. The first was, as we sec, in the main, 
common to both positions. Yet many individuals separated already 
into opposite parties, at the point where the higher spiritual apprehen
sion did not admit of being joined with an adherence to the reality of 
the literal and historical facts, but these latter must be wholly given up. 
This, however, was not the only difference between the two positions. 
'1'he difference lying at the root, and which developed itself out of this 
root, cOllld not fail to exert a more wide-reaching influence on the whole 
mode of apprehending religion. From this source sprang such opposite 
views as follow. By those who adhered invariably to the principle of a. 
barely literal interpretation, whatever had been said after an anthropo
pathic manner, in condescension to the sensuous many, concerning 

1 After pointing out the difficulty of un 2 Movov O~/( {vapYL), "'POTP''''",!) It<piMa(1o 
derstanding in a literal sense, the account ,Jat TO;; p1J70V. Quod deterior potiori insid. 
of the creation of the woman, in Genesis, ~ 6. 
Philo concludes thus; Til P1JTOI) t"" 70i'701) a Tu uKuvoaAa Tig ypa<p~r. U.<poPflaL Toi~ 
pVl'fLJl5e, tun Legis. alleg. 1. II. ~ 7. 1'1J<pAoi, Tii'P otavoiav. 
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God, concerning the wrath of God, concerning His vindictive justice, 
waa taken literally. This apprehension of religion .after human analo
gies is, for men at such a stage of culture, a necessIty, and s?bserves 
their interest, so far as it deters them from sin by the fear of punIshment. 
But those who occupy the higher spiritual position, recognize in all this 
only a pedagogical element, and purify the idea of God from all admix
ture of the human.1 It was an opposition, then, between the appre
hension of God as man, and the apprehension of God not as man.2 By 
this separation of everything pertaining to man, the idea of God was 
evaporated to a somewhat wholly without attributes, wholly transcend
ental; and the Being, (Il",) goodness in itself, the Absolute of 
Platonism, was substituted for the Jehovah of the Old Testament. By 
soaring upward, beyond all creaturely existence, the mind, disenfran
chising itself from sense, attains to the intellectual intuition of this 
Absolute Being, concerning whom it can pronounce only that he is, 
waiving all other determinations, as not answering to the exalted nature 
of the Supreme Essence.s In accordance with this opposition of views, 
is the distinction which Philo makes between those who are in the proper 
sense sons of God, having elevated themselves, by means of contempla
tion, to the highest Being, or attained to the knowledge of him in his 
immediate seif-manifeetation,4 and those who have come to the knowl
edge of God only as he declares 5 himself in his works, in creation, in 
the revelation, still enveloped in the letter, of Holy Writ; -those who 
attach themselves only to the Logos; consider this as the Supreme God 
himself; - rather sons of the Logos than of the true Being (ov.) The 
former, moreover, need no other motives to a moral life, than love to the 
Supreme Being for his own sake; - the principle of disinterested love 
of God. The others, who find themselves at that lower position, where 
God is known only after the analogy of man, must be trained to virtue 
by the hope of reward and the fear of punishment. Philo himself 
remarks, that answering to the two principles in religion according to 
which God is represented in the one case as man, and in the other, not 

1 This two·fold position is implied, in the ADVm Til ilv, UA':\" el«(3,(3aaaVTe~ avril lI'aa1Jl: 
book Quod Deus immutab. § II, where the 1!'OtOT1JTO!; 1/1'.:\.ilv avev xapalCriipor; rijv v7rap
writer distinguishes that which answers to ~w I(aTaILa/L(3ave~at, 'rijv I(ara Til Elvat 
the truth in itself, and that which had been .pavTaaiav flOV1JV ev,di;avTo, /Lil fl 0 p rjJ iI
merelv so expressed. Toii vov~'riiaat Xaptv aavre~ aho. Qnod Deus immutab.§ 11. 
rov~ Irf:pl.J~ /Lr, dvva/Ll:vov~ al.JrjJpovi',~at, 4 To this knowledge of God in his self
6aa 7rallfti~ KaZ vov~,aia~. U.:\..:\.' OVXl rtiJ manifestation, Philo refers in the following 
7rerjJvKevat TOtoVToV elvat, M.:\.'I(Tat. passage: Mil t/LrjJavt~,i1Jr; /LOt 0/ ovpavov fi 

2 This opposition between a positive ap. riK i) Vdarof i) aepor; ii Tlvor a1l'AW!; 1'WV ev 
prehension of God as man, and a ne....a. Y"'Ea£l, fl1Jdl: l<aT01l'Tptaaifl1Jv ev aILIL", rw2 
tive apprehension of God, to the exclusion rijv a"v iOiav i) tv aD, TtiJ 1getiJ. etc. Vid. Leg.
of all human attributes, and every thing Bliegor. 1. III. § 33. And where he says, 
anthropopathic. occurs often in Philo's writ that as light can be seen only hy means of 
iDgII. The comparison·of Numb. 23: 19, light, so God, only by his own self·mani. 
Bnd Deut. 1 : 31, may be said to be classi festation. l:vvOILl.Jf ril .pwr up' ov .pWrl (3M
cal with him, on this subject. 'Ev /Lev, aTl 7reTat; rilv avrilv dl: rpfJ1rov lCaZ {, ~eil! 
OV;t ~ uv19pl.JlI'o~ {, 19,il~, lrepov 051:, art .;,~ lavroii #:YrOf l", dl aVTov /Lovov ~,"'peiTat.
&1J"(HJf!'O~. Qnod Deus immutab. + 11. De prillm. et pam, +7.
Comp. also the Annenian translation of the 6 The opposition between 6v and .:\.6ro~,
tract, Qlla!st. in Genes.!. I. +55. elvat and MretTB-at. 

~ OM£p? TWIJ yeyovOrwv lOi~ 7rapa{34').. 
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as man, are the two principles of fear and of love in religion.1 Those 
that have attained to the last mentioned stage are to him the men of pure 
intellect or pu;re spirit, who have freed themselves from the dominion 
of sense. 

l'hus, to the sensuous anthropo.morphism and anthropopathism, which 
characterized the grosser mode of apprehension among the Alexandrian 
Jews, Philo opposed a one-sided spiritualism, whereby the idea of God 
was emptied of all determinate contents, - the real side of the Old 
Testament '1'heism, the objective truth, and reality at bottom in the 
Old Testament notions of God's holiness, of his wrath, and of his 
vindictive justice, were totally misapprehended, - whereby all such 
idea" of God were explained away,- a spiritualism far better suited 
to the Brahminic or the Buddhist system, than to the proper religion of 
the Old Testament. We have here, then, already, the appearance of 
a mystical Rationalism, placed in connection with the Jewish Supra
naturali,~m ; - a prototype of tendencies, which at still later periods, 
more frequently recur, where the simplicity of revealed religion be
comes overcharged with human inventions. The same individual, who, 
as we haye seen, protested so strongly against the Grecian mysteries, 
introduced into Judaism that aristocratic distinction of the ancient 
world, between an esoteric and an exoteric religion; and with it, after 
the example of Platonism, the justification of falsehood, as a necessary 
means for training the uninitiated many. 2 

Now it is indeed true, that this mystic Rationalzsm, pushed to its 
extreme consequences, leads to the principle that positive religion is to 
be regarded simply as a means for training the many; a means which 
the wise can afford to dispense with, and which for them has no longer 
any significancy. And this mode of thinking, moreover, was actually 
carried, by many of the Alexandrian Jews, to an extreme where it 
must have finally resulted in the denial of the supra-naturalist principle 
itself. These Jews left off the observance of the ceremonial law, thus 
drawing upon themselYes the charge of heresy from the more religious 
class, and may, doubtless, have brought the entire Alexandrian theology 
into bad repnte.3 "The observance of the outward forms of worship," 
said they, "belongs to the many. We, who know that the whole is 
but a symbolical veil of spiritual truth, have enough in the idea, and 
need not concern ourselves with external forms." But with the habit 
of thinking peculiar to Philo and his class, and which has been ex· 

1 ITa,)' /j ILO!. (~(}f(fZ Toir rrpOflp'TlPfVOlf (hurl 
Ke1aAar.ou; TI,;) rf " (:>t; ii1n9pW7ror Kat 70 Ol\r' 
cJf uVtJpWIT()f rJ l'fnJt;" {}Tfpa Ot'O avvv¢i;val 
uKoltov19a Kat rilryyr.vi;, ~~o/lov Tf Kat U}'U
1r17V" roif {}f07rpf7i&)(; aiJTt) <rl alJTO fLOVOV TO 
OV TCIlt":JCJ(. TO uyarr¢1J oIKf:lorarov, q,oj3£l(r&Qt 
01' [TipOl,. Q1lorl D~1l. immutab. § 14. 

2 Vid. Quod Del" immutab. § 14, And de 
Cherubim, § 5, in hath which passagrs the 
well-known word. of Plato in the Repub
lic, rclating to falsehoods that may be j1ls, 
tified in ~ertain c"~es, where they can be 
used for the benefit of simple persons or the 

sick. Vid. I. II. p. 257, I. III. p. 266, Vol. 
VI. Ed. Ripont. These remarks of Plato, 
whic.h were rrroundcd, indeed, in the whole 
aristocratic. spirit of the ancient world, ex' 
erted. through various intermediate chan
nels, a great influence on the moral sense 
of men in the first centuries after Christ, 
and even modified a part of Christian edu· 
cation. 

a Philo de migrat, Abraami, ~ 16: Eiu! 
TlVfr, Ot TOVr !n/To,", vop.ov, uvp.(Jo·Aa V01/
T;;'V 1rpayp.u.Twv v1roA.ap.(3u.vOVTtf, Til !lev 
t;Kpi(Jwuav, T{;J')J Of: PwJiJP.Wf wA.tywp1Iuav. 
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plained above, such an extreme, to which his own avowed principles 
led did not fall in. He says of those more decided and consistent 
Id~alists, U as if they lived for themselves alone in a desert, or as if 
they were souls without bodies, and knew not ~n~hing 5>f h~an society, 
they despise the faith of the many, and are wIlling to mqUlre only after 
pure truth as it is in itself; when the word of God should have taught 
them to strive after a good name with the people, and to violate none 
of the reigning customs, which divine men, who were superior to us, 
have founded. As we must take care of the body, because it is the 
soul's mansion, so are we bound to be solicitous for the observance of 
the letter of the law. When we observe this, that also will become 
clearer, of which the letter is a symbol; and we shall escape thereby 
the censures and upbraidings of the multitude." 1 

In Egypt, the native land, in after times, of the anchorite and 
monastic life, this contemplative bent of the religious mind, which we 
have described thus far, led to results somewhat analogous to that later 
phenomenon. With a view of devoting themselves wholly to the con
templation of divine things, many withdrew from the world and retired 
into solitude. Philo was one of these; - but he was forced to learn, 
from his own experience, that the man carries his inward enemy into 
solitude with him, - that he cannot flee from himself and the world 
within his own breast. He gives us, himself, the result of his expe
rience.2 "Often I left kindred, friends, and country, and retired into 
the wilderness, that I might raise my thoughts to worthy contempla
tions: but I accomplished nothing so ; - my thoughts, either scattered 
abroad, or, wounded by some impure impression, fell into the opposite 
current. But sometimes I find myself alone with my soul, in the midst 
of thousands, when God dispels the tumult from my breast; and so 
He teaches me that it is not change of place that brings evil or good; 
but all depends on that God who steers the ship of the soul in the 
direction he pleases." Already among the Alexandrian Jews arose 
the opposition between a contemplative and a practical direction of the 
religious life, of which Philo testifies, - the opposition between efforts 
directed solely towards the human, and those directed solely to the 
divine 3 - the Therapeutic life, devoted entirely to God, and the moral 
life, devoted entirely to exhibitions of love for man. Already was the 
same spectacle witnessed, which, at later periods, became a common 
occurrence in the large cities. The opposition of the worldly to the 
contemplative ascetic propensity became the occasion of divisions in 
the domestic circle. Philo observes that he knew many a father, given 
to luxurious living, to be abashed by the abstemious, philosophic life of 
a son, and for that reason to retire from all intercourse with him.4 

1 De migrat. Abraami, f. 402. n)v xfYiiatV U l~ov 1raer, 1rape;rOVTEc d,,~ 
Leg. allegor.1. IL ~ 21. KOtVl.JvLar ZfJ.£pov {(ak Ta delva /CaTa o""ap.tv 

a As Philo describes it. Of the latter E1rt/Cov~i'ew a~toiillTer. The I/lLAMhoL and 
tendency he Bays: "AxpaTOV Eft~0f'l~rq.evOl the rptAuv&pl.Jrrot. De decalo!!O, ~ 22. 
TOv eWef3eiar 1r6&ov 1rOlla ;r:rupew ~pii , "Rd11 oe /Cak 1raTfpar; oloa"OUt Til IJ.(3po
~lIIIre, rGir allatr 1rpayftareLa" ~AoV lIVe.. oLalTov, aVI1T11pbv lCa~ </JtMrrorpoV f3iov 1rat
&tIMV TOt' obteiov fJiov &epa1reLlI ~eoil. 0, dWli tKTp41roftivoor lCa~ dl aldC. TOil uypOv
6£ ~ Eft.) M 1rpa, a,x,pCnrovr 6ucIIWJI 1rpb riir 1r6~ obtelv tAoftivoo,. De pro
"-qaavrer elval,.wV1fV n)v 1rpa, "~p~ fugis, t 1. 
ft'OUr o~ lpriciavTO, T~ re "yriGlJl 

I 
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As Philo was anxious to find a just middle course between that class 
who were entangled in the letter, and the Spiritualists in religion, !IO 
again, he sought after some method of conciliation between the t~ 
last mentioned tendencies, the practical and the contemplative, the 
anthropological and the theological. He held a combination of them 
both to be the more perfect way, and looked upon each, by itself and 
separated from the other, as but half the whole.1 The discipline of 
the practical life seemed to him the first step of purification and prepa
ration necessary for entering the entirely contemplative life. Already 
he felt himself called upon to protest against the exaggerated estimate 
put on the ascetic life. "When you see one," says he, "who never 
takes his food or his drink at the proper time, or who disdains the bath 
and the unction, or who neglects the clothing of his body, or tormenta 
himself with a hard couch and night watchings, deceiving himself with 
this show of abstemiousness, inform him of the true way to continence, 
for the course he has chosen is labor to no purpose. By hunger, and 
the other kinds of self-torture, he is destroying both body and soul." 2 

He speaks of people who, without being ripe for such a step, rushed 
suddenly on a strictly Therapeutic life, the renunciations of which they 
were too weak to endure, and hence were soon forced to abandon it.3 

And he must rebuke also the secret wickedness covered up under the 
outside show of a rigid asceticism.4 "Truth," says he, "may rightly 
complain of those who, without any previous trial of themselves; leave 
the occupations and trades of social life, and say they have renounced 
its honors and its pleasures. They wear contempt for the world as an 
outside show, but do not really contemn it. That slovenly, austere 
look, that abstemious and miserable life, they use as baits; as if they 
were friends to strict morals and the government of self. But closer 
observers, who penetrate within, and arc not to be led wrong by out:
ward appearances, cannot be imposed upon thus." Philo would have 
those persons only who had been tried in the active duties of social 
life, pass over to the contemplative; as the Levites were permitted to 
rest from the active service of the temple only after having passe~ 
their fiftieth year. Human virtue should go first, - the divine follow 
after.s 

This ascetic, contemplative propensity, which we observed in the 
bud among the Alexandrian Jews, gave birth to a spiritual society, 
composed of men and unmarried women, which spnmg up in the 
neighborhood of Alexandria; a society, whose name simply, - the 
Plterapeuta3,6-denotes the striving after a life abstracted from worldly 
things and consecrated to the contemplation of God. Their principal 
seat was in a quiet and pleasant district on the border of lake Mreris, 

1 'HltlTeAei( TnV aperi)v, OAOKAllPOt ol1rap' apcUKc[av Kat TOV O'VVfx1i JCa~ UKap,arov 'frO" 
a"",OT£pOt( evoo/Ctl-'0VVTe(. De decalogo, § vov oV/C tvey/Covn,. De profugis, § 7. 
22. 	 4L.c.§6. 

2 The trllct Quod detcrior potiori insid. 6 rvwpilJ1JllTe ovv 1rponpov Ty /Car' ltV'8pw
p. 	 1rOV( apeTii. lva Kal Til 1rpOr -I1£ov uvCfra-&ijre. 

8 Such 1\8 went t'lT' ai/Ail.( T1J( ~epa1rda{; De profugis, f. 555, § 6. 
and ~ii,rrov 1) 1rpo,eA-&eiv a1re1rijileuall, ri)1I 6 Elepa1re1Jral /Cal -I1epa1re1Jrpic!e,. 
aVuT1lpil.v diatTav aVT1Jr /Ca~ ri)v 001rVW 



61 

not far from Alexandria. Here they lived, like the later anchorites, 
shut up singly in their cella,l their only employment being prayer and 
the contemplation of divine things. The basis of their contemplation 
was an allegoric interpretation of scripture, and they had old theosophic 
'lVl'itings, which served to guide them in their more profound investi
gations of scripture, according to the principles of the Alexandrian 
Hermeneutics. Bread and water constituted their only diet, and they 
practised frequent fasting. They ate nothing until evening, for through 
contempt of the body they were ashamed, so long as sun-light was 
visible, to take sensible nourishment, to acknowledge this dependence 
on the world of sense. Many of them fasted for three or even six 
days in succession. Every sabbath they came together, and as the 
number seven was particularly sacred with them, they held a still more 
solemn convocation once in every seven weeks. They celebrated, on 
this occasion, a simple love-feast, consisting of bread seasoned with salt 
and hyssop; mystic discourses were delivered, hymns which had been 
handed down from old tradition were sung, and ami.dst choral music, 
dances of mystic import were kept up late into the night. The pas
sage of their fathers through the Red Sea, on their departure from 
Egypt, is supposed to have been symbolically represented by the 
exhibition of these choirs and dances_ As they were used to give to 
all historical facts a higher sense, bearing upon the life of the spirit, it 
is not improbable that they had something of the like nature in view in 
this celebration. Perhaps they considered the departure from Egypt 
as a symbol of the deliverance of the spirit from the bondage of sense, 
of its elevation from sensible things to the divine.2 

Many features of relationship between the sect of the Therapeutre 
and that of the Essenes, might seem to render probable the derivation 
of the one from the other; and this is the prevailing opinion in modem 
times. It might be fancied also that the same signification was to be 
recognized in the names of both these communities; for if we follow 
the derivation which Philo himself favors in a passage of the book 
concerning the Therapeutic mode of life,-and the name of this sect, 
according to one sense of the radical Greek word, signifies a physician, 
and the Essenes 3 so denominated themselves, as physicians of the soul 
and of the body, - it would be evident that the one is but a translation 
of the other. But this explanation of the name of the Therapeutm 
can hardly be considered the right one. On the contrary, it suits 
much better with the peculiar spiritual bent of the Therapeutm, and 
with the theological language of the Alexandrians, if we suppose they 
a.pplied this name to themselves, as the genuine spiritual worshippers 
of God, the Contemplatists.4 The features of resemblance between 

1 l:.ellveia, f'ovaurTJpla. 
See Philo de sacrif. Abel et Caini,; 17 : 

AI{,.f3au1r e1rl .9-eiW TO!! yev,rl/ToV leat tp.9-ap
Toii TO 1rUUXa elP1/TaI. 

• After the Chaldee '~~, physician. 
, Philo often uses the following expres

lions lIS synonymous: - yevor l'fepa7rev
T"lCOl', yevor IIC£TII'Ol', yevor opaTLICOv, 0 
l6paqA'" avr,p opClv 'TOV {feov. De victi

mIlS offerentib. f. 854. [K'TOL ICa2 {fepa
1r£vra2 rov QVT"'r IlVTOr. De monarchia, f. 
816. uvdpor lKirov Kal tplAo{}€ov ~eiJv /Javo)l 
-8epmrevetv a;tovvror. De decalogo, f. 760. 
01 1!'OAAa ;taipetv tppUUflVTtr ralr UUflLC' 
1TpaYfUluiatr, OAO)l uvHhrmv Till' 0["e;:01l 
f3iov -8epa1!'dfl .9-eov. L. III. de vita 
Mosis, f. 681. 'TO {fepa1TWTlICQV OYToii (roV 
{feoii) revor. 
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these societies, as well in the form of their association as in the circum~ 
stance of their repudiating slavery, as a thing contrary to nature, are 
yet by no means such as to warrant the theory of an outward connection. 
Analogous tendencies of the Jewish mind in Palestine, and of the 
Jewish-Alexandrian mind in Egypt, might have easily produced two 
such mystic fraternities, independently of one another, with a form. 
adapted to the different countries. The Essenes owed their origin, as 
we have seen, to the existence of a practical mysticism, which is ever 
wont to be called forth by such party oppositions as were there mani
fested; and the society of the Thera.peutre appears to us as a natural 
efflux of the peculiar religious tendency which had developed itself 
among the Alexandrian Jews. 

Neither the Essenes nor the Therapeutre ought to be regarded as 
isolated phenomena, confined exclusively to certain countries. There 
were in this case, more general tendencies, which belonged to the signs 
of the times, at work beneath the surface; and the influence of such 
tendencies was at that time more widely spread than in Palestine and 
Egypt. In manifold forms of appearance which the history of J ewish
Christian sects, in the first centuries after Christ, leads us to recog
nize or to presuppose, this influence is distinctly visible.1 

Having thus given an outline of the different main directions of the 
religious and theological mind among the Jews, we would now consider 
more particularly the relation of the same to Christianity. Looking 
at the great mass of the Jewish people, we find that the predominance 
of the worldly spirit, which would apprehend the divine under notions 
of sense, the rage for the wonderful described by St. Paul, confidence 
in the inalienable rights of their theocratic descent according to the 
flesh and in the outward show of legal righteousness, constit~ted the 
chief obstacles to the reception of the gospel. Whenever men, in this 
position of mind, were led, under the impulse of momentary impres
sions, to embrace Christianity, it might easily happen, that because 
they saw their earthly expectations were not fulfilled, and they had 
always remained Jews in their mode of thinking, they would soon 
renounce again in the same outward way, that to which properly they 
had always remained strangers. Or if they continued to be Christians 
outwardly, they were never penetrated with the spirit of the gospel. 
Christianity itself, they apprehended only after a fleshly manner, mix
ing it up with all their Jewish delusions; and the faith in one God, as 
well as in Jesus as the Messiah, fuey converted into an opus operatum, 
wholly without influence on the inner life. They were such men as 
Justin Martyr describes,2 who deceived themselves with the notion, that 
although they were sinners, if they did but have the knowledge of 

1 The language of Philo himself intimates such Jews, arguing that there ca.n be no 
this, when he says of the Therapeutre: forgiveness of sin without repentance: 
IToAllaxoii ,,'tv ouv r~r olKOVfivT/r EGTt TOj) 'AU' OVx "'r v!'-eir "Trarau eavroiJr KtU 
TO Til yivor. 'Eoe~ yap uya1'}oj) TeAetov ~Uo~ rtver oP.Oto~ v!,-iv Kara 1'0"1'0, ol 
/,eTaax.Zv ~a, T1)V 'EAlluoa Kat r1)v Bap{3a A'yavalll, cm ~"v a/,apT(.)lla~ wat, -&e~1I 4~ 
PO'll· De vita. contcmplativa, ~ 3. ytVC)(1'K(.)(1tV, av /,1) llayil11J1'at avroir "VP'~ 

2 In the dialogue, c. Tryph. f. 370. The uftapriav.
words of Justin Martyr directed against 

http:eTaax.Zv


68 ITS RELATIOH'S T{) CHRISTIANITY. 

God 1 the Lord would not charge sin to their account; such falsifiers 
of the gospel as the apostle Paul often rebukes; such nominal Christ
ians as James writes against. But as the Pagans, on the other hand, 
could not be under the same temptation to hold a merely preparatory 
position as the end itself, as Christianity must have presente~ itself to 
them as in direct opposition to what they were before, hence it was the 
case, as Justin Martyr a.ffi.rms, tha.t converts, in grea.ter numbers and of 
more genuine character, proceeded from the body of the Pagans, than 
from the grea.t mass of the Jews.2 Yet in every case, where the feel
ing of the higher necessities of man's nature, the recipiency for the 
divine element, made its a.ppearance, a.lthough it might be enveloped 
under some still predominating element of sense, Christianity could 
dnd an entranoe through all such obstacles. The expectation of the 
Messiah, although clouded by a strong coloring of sense, could prepare 
the wa.y for it to such hearts, and they would then go on to become 
continually more spiritual in their views, through the power of Christ
ian fa.ith. 

As to the particular systems of Jewish theology which have passed 
under our review, it may be observed, first, of the cold, egoistic Sad· 
duceeism, which suffered no aspira.tion a.fter things beyond the limits of 
an earthly existence to emerge, that it presented no point of union 
wha.tever for the gospeL At least, even in that case where the gospel 
found, as it did everywhere, a medium of entrance in the simply human 
element at bottom, which could not be wholly suppressed, the conver· 
sion of the Sadducees was not one for which the way had been pre
pared by the previous mode of thinking: and for the very reason that 
the previously existing habit of thought formed here no transition-point, 
and no medium of union between the two, it is impossible to conceive 
of any intermingling of Sadduceeism with Christianity. Where it has 
been a.ttempted to find the traces of such a mixture, in the case of 
some deniers of the doctrine of the resurrection in the apostolic age, 
this has been done without any sufficient grounds, - as the fact may be 
traced to altogether different causes:1 

In the ease of the Pharisees, spiritual pride, self-righteousness, the 
na.rrowness and arrogance of a dead scripture-learning, and the 
absence of what our Saviour terms poverty of spirit, were in general, 
the hindrances to faith. We must be careful, however, to distinguish 
among the Pharisees, the two classes, which have been already pointed 
out. To those who, from the legal position, were striving with a certain 
honest earnestness after righteousness, the law might, without doubt, 
serve in the end as a school master to bring them to Christ. Through 
tha.t painful struggle described by Paul, from his own experience, in 
the S6!enth .ch~pter of the epistle to. the Romans, they might obtain 
peac& m believmg. But those Phansees who came to Christianity 

1 Such vain and empty knowledge of God vovr,. aA1J-.'ftl1Tepot ,ot arrCl rcjv ttfvcjv "a~ 
.. that which. St. John is contending against rrtl1Torepot, 
mhis ~t epIstle. 8 See my History of the Planting and 

I JUStin Martyr, Apolog. L IL f. 88. Trainin... of the Christian Chllrch by the 
JDilO1lOr ore Ictl~ ~l1J6tCI'Tipovr roilr t~ Mvcjv AP08tl~ 
•.GIN 'Iovcflllfolll "oJ l:aJlllPtfolll XfUCl'Tta- • 



64 ALEXANDRIAN JUDAID. 

without passing through any such crisis of the inner life, might be 
liable to the temptation of blending their previous Pharisaical mode of 
thinking with the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah, - who for 
them, however, was not in any true sense, the Saviour,-and of wishing 
at the same time, to hold fast by their righteousness of works. 

In Christianity there was also present an element of mysticism. 
And on this' side it might particularly attract that description of 
religious mind which was exhibited in the societies of the Essenes and 
Therapeutre. But the mystic element, carried to an undue extreme, 
which suppressed everything else that belongs to the purely human in 
our nature, might mislead men to shut themselves up within a little 
contracted circle of feeling and intuitions, and to bar themselves 
against every other influence which might strive to reach them. To 
meet Christianity with that poverty of spirit which it requires, must 
often have been the hardest task, also, for such men, if they must start 
from the position of their imagined spiritual perfection. And even if, 
attracted by the mystic element in Christianity, they surrendered to 
its power, yet they could not have appropriated to themselves that 
poverty of spirit, in any such measure as to be able to receive Christ,. 
ianity into their hearts in its unstinted entireness. Easily might such 
persons be tempted to carryover with them their supercilious the. 
osophy and asceticism, insomuch that the div~ne foolishness of the 
gospel must forfeit its true character; and this was the source whence 
sprung many sects, corrupting in their influence on Christianity, the 
germs of which we find already in the epistle of Paul to the Colossians, 
and in his pastoral letters. 

As to the Alexandrian theology, there were· in it, as we have seen, 
two elements, - a mystico-rationali8t element, sprung from the in
fluence of the Platonic philosophy on the Jewish theism; and a supra
naturali8t element, derived from the Jewish national spirit and educa
tion. These were blended together, or they might be said, rather, to 
subsist one beside the other, than to be united by any sort of organic 
interpenetration. Unless a new and higher power had come in to 
influence this process of development, one of two things must, doubt
less, have been the final result; either the suprarnaturalist element 
would have been overpowered and crushed by the mystieo-rationali8t, 
or the latter of these by the former. And if the last had been the 
case, the Alexandrian theology might then have paved the way for !Io 

certain mystic religion of reason, which had used historical Judaism 
simply as a symbolical drapery. Whoever, now, is unable to perceive 
the significancy of faith in a God above nature - the significancy of 
Christianity as a religion proceeding out of supernatural facts in 
history, - to him this greatest among all the great phenomena in the 
history of the world, whereby the faith in a positive religion was-once 
more introduced with such overwhelming power among men, must ap
pear like the stumbling upon a monstrous retrograde step, by means of 
which the race was placed ages back from the goal which it had beea 
;already on the very point of reaching. Considered from such a· poP» 
of view, it could not but be regretted, that instead of a. primal type Qf 
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humanity - that ethereal idea of Alexandrian theology, - the Son of 
man must appear in flesh and blood; instead of an ideal word, the 
Word that became flesh must dwell among us. Yet the scanty thoughts 
that are constantly recurring under manifold shapes in the writings of 
Philo, the representative of that tendency, witness of its poverty, 
and show that without the infusion of a new creative spirit of life, it 
must have led of itself to its own dissolution. 

Those two elements, combined together in the Alexandrian theology, 
might operate in different ways, - either to secure a point of union 
for Christianity, or to call forth an opposition to it. 

The preponderance of Grecian culture and of the idealist element 
operated in the case of these Alexandrian Jews, as doubtless, also, of 

• others over whom the Grecian culture generally had acquired great 
influence, - as for instance, of a Josephus, - very much to repress 
the expectation of a personal JJfessiah. With this expectation van
ished the most important point of agreement and possible union 
between their system and Christianity; but with it vanished also that 
stone of stumbling, which the preaching of the cross must have proved 
to such as gave an earthly shaping to that idea of the Messiah. But 
yet we cannot suppose that the Alexandrian theology could have 
stripped away all those expectations, which were so deeply rooted in 
the religious spirit of the Jewish people, and so closely interwoven 
with the national sympathies and the national pride itself. Even 
Philo expresses the conviction that the Mosaic law, the temple, and 
the temple service are designed for perpetuity.l Regarding the 
calamities of the Jews as a righteous punishment, he cherished the 
hope, that when they should one day become converted, they would be 
gathered from all the nations among which they were scattered or in 
captivity, by some extraordinary appearance from heaven, and led 
back to Jerusalem. Their piety, inspiring reverence and awe, would 
repress the attacks of their enemies, or secure the victory on their 
side. Then would a golden age begin from Jerusalem. Every thing 
would be a.gain restored to that primeval state from which mankind had 
become estranged by their fall from the heavenly image. All nature 
would then become onee more subject to man, and no hostile power 
remain behind to annoy him.2 We see here what peculiar shaping 

1 Vid. de vita Mosis, 1. II. ~ 3, concerning 
the Mosaic laws. Tu OE Ten'Tov ftovov f3e
{3ata, uuuAevTa pivet rray[w~ u~' i;r 1;ptpar 
fypu'f!1/ Pfxpt viiv Kat rrpor errElTa rruvTa 
(},apeVeLV tArrtr UVTe). alwva r:;,urrep u{JuvaTa, 
lur uv ~ALO~ Kat r1fA~v1/ Kat /) uvprrar obpa
"or Te Kat KOUpOr fl. And concerning the 
revenues of the temple at Jerusalem, he 
8ays, that they will endure as long as this hu
man race and the world. 'E~' OUOV Til 
"~p';'"Ir"'V yivor Otaftevei, ud Kat al rrp6ro
do, To11 lepov ~vAa,t~uovTal rrvvr5,at"'vi~ov
<Tal "lravTI T9 KOUI''''. De monarch. 1. II. 9 
3. So far was he from thinking that the 
temple would ever be destroyed, or the wor

ship of God could cease to be connected 
with it. 

2 See PhiJo'~ tract, de execrationih. § 9; 
01 rrpo fl'KpOV urropaoer tv 'EUuo, {(at 
Bap{3ap"" KaTU V~UOvr Kat KaTU i/"lretpov(' 
uvauTuVTer 0Pfl~ (LUf rrpor tva rrvVTelVOVU'V 
uUaxo&ev uAAot rOv urrooftx1!tivTa ,twpov 
~evayovflevo, rrp6, TtvO, {hWTipar ~ KaTu 
t/lvu,v uv&pwrriv1/v Otpw, uoi}AOV (Lev iri
po,~, flovo,~ dE Tal, uvau"'~0l'i"o,g tflt/lavov~. 
Camp. de prrem. et prenis, § 19. Concern
ing the reconciliation of nature with re
formed man, where he had certain passages 
of the prophets before his mind, consult de 
prrem. et prenis, § 15. 
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the common Jewish notions of the Messiah's time and the attendant 
phenomena had taken, in the spiritualizing schools of the Alexandrians. 

Thus was Christianity met in the present case also, not indeed by 
the craving after a personal Messiah, but yet by a desire for the 
universal re-establishment of the Theocracy, - for a glorious state of 
the world. It is possible that, with the doctrine concerning the oppo
sition between the idea and its manifestation; with the recognition of 
a defect,! inherent in everything that appears in the world of sense; 
with the excited aspiration after a godlike life, raised above all sensual 
alloy, might be aroused the sense of a need of redemption, - the idea of 
it, and faith in its actual realization. Thus many of the peculiar ideas 
belonging to the Alexandrian philosophy of religion, as for instance, 
the idea of a mediating divine Word, through whom the world is con
nected with God; of his high-priestly office in relation to the phenom
enal world; of the first heavenly man; of a godlike life,2 might, by 
conducting to Christianity, become converted from a mere ideal 
element into a real one. Christianity might present itself to men of 
this Alexandrian school, as a Gnosis, which now for the first time 
taught a right understanding of the spirit of the Old Testament. The 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas contains examples of such ·points of 
transition, through which men of Alexandrian culture might be led 
over to Christianity. 

But it is possible, too, that the mysticCH"ationalist element in the 
system of the Alexandrian Jews, which, in its self-sufficiency, would not 
admit the want of any new revelations, as well as the Jewish, which 
held fast to the traditional religious forms as of eternal validity, might 
oppose itself to Christianity. And both these tendencies combining 
together, might lead to peculiar corruptions of it; on the one side, by 
introducing an idealistic element, resolving everything else into itself, 
and the distinction between esoteric and exoteric religious doctrine; on 
the other, by making of it merely a spiritualized Judaism. We shall 
come across these influences again in the history of sects. 

Individual ideas M' the Alexandrian theology found their way also 
into those regions where the writings and studies of these men had not 
been introduced. They were connected with a doctrine concerning 
spirits, formed out of Jewish Orienta] elements. There was a longing 
to lift the veil which covers the world of spirits, to have fellowship 
with it. Men busied themselves with legends and fictions respecting 
apparitions of the highest intelligences under the envelope of a human 
body.3 It was 8,:ch a vague foreboding tendency of mind, impatient 

1 "If God willed to judge the human 
race without mercy, He could only condemn 
them, since no man remains free from fault 
from his birth to his death." Quod Deus 
immutab. § 16. The lTVyyevei<: 7raVT' yev
V1/Ti/J KftP'r· - naVT' yevv1/Ti/J KaL UV <T7rOV
ciaiov '11, 7rap' 5<TOV ~jWev ei, ytVf<TW, lTVptpV
1:<: Til aflapTuvov. Hence the necessity of 
sin offerings. De vita Mosis, I. III. § 17. 

2 Z"'i) alwvto<; ~ 7rpil<; Til 8v Karar/lvyiJ. De 
l'rofugis, § 15. Z",i) MellOr. § IS. avva

fllr aA1/{}W~r (",y<:. Legis allegor. I. § 12_ 
But such language might easily proceed 
from the same common source of the mind, 
and it is only ilie most narrow understand· 
ing that can suppose, that in every case 
where it occurs. it must have been derived 
from Philo, or .at least from this Alexan
drian theology_ 

8 Simon Magus, for instance, who appro
priated to himself ideas of this 80rt tJiaC 
were floating about in the East. See &180 
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of the limits of this ea.rthly existence, and aspiring after communications 
from the unseen world, that preceded and accompanied the highest 
revelation. 

Among the remarkable coincidences which prepared. the '!ay for the 
&ppearance of Christianity, must be reckoned the dlsperslOn of the 
Jews among Greeks and Romans. Those of them who were P~ar
isaically disposed, took great pains to make proselytes. The wavermg 
authority of the old national religions, the unsatisfied religious necessities 
of so many, came in to aid them. Reverence for t~~t powerful be~g, 
the God of the Jewish people; for the hidden sanctitIes of the magmfi
cent temple of Jerusalem, had long since found its way among pagans. 
Jewish magicians (Goetre) ventured on many deceptive tricks, in the 
employment of which they were extremely skilful, to produce surprise 
and bewilderment. Hence the inclination to Judaism, particularly in 
several of the large capital towns, had become so widely extended, 
that, as it is well known, the Roman authors, in the time of the first 
emperors, often make it a subject of complaint; and Seneca, in his 
tract concerning superstition, could say of the Jews, "the conquered 
ha.ve given laws to the conquerors."! The Jewish proselyte-makers, 
blind teachers of the blind, having no conception of the essential 
character of the religion thelDSelves, could impart none to others. 
Substituting a dead particularistic monotheism in the place of poly
theism, they led those who chose them as guides, often merely to 
exchange one superstition for another; and so furnished them with new 

,means for hushing the accusations of their conscience; - whence our 
Sa.viour's rebuke, directed against this class of men, that they made 
their proselytes two-fold more the children of hell, than themselves. 
But here, however, we must distinguish with precision, the two classes 
of proselytes: the proselytes in the strict sense of the word, the prose
lytes of justice, who took upon them circumcision and the whole cere
moniallaw; and the proselytes in the wider sense; the proselytes of the 
gate, who simply pledged themselves to the renunciation of idolatry, 
to the worship of God, to abstain from the pagan excesses, and from 
everything that seemed to stand connected with idolatry. 2 The former 
cl8.'!8 usually became slaves to all Jewish superstition and fanaticism, 
and allowed themselves to be led blindfold by their Jewish teachers. 
The more difficult they had found it to bow themselves to a yoke which 
must have proved so burdensome to the national habits of a Greek or 
a. Roman, the observance of the Jewish ceremonial law, the less could 
they be made conscious that all this should have been to no purpose, 
that they enjoyed thereby no advantage over others, th;tt they should 
renounce this imagined righteousness. Hence such proselytes were 
often the fiercest persecutors of Christianity, and suffered themselves 
Ii? become .tools of. the Jews, in exciting the pagans against the Chris
tians. It IS to . thls class, the language of Justin Martyr to the J eW8 
should be apphed.a "The proselytes do not simply not believe, but 

the fragment of the apocryphal writing 1 Victoribns victi leges dederunt. 
lIporev;t'1} 'I(JuI}.p, in Orig. in Joann. T. II~ 2 The 80 called seven precepts of Noah. 
U5. 8 His words are 1\8 follows: (Dialog. c. 
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they blaspheme the name of Christ two-fold more than yourselves, 
and they would murder and torture us, who do believe on him; for 
they strive in every respect to become like you." Those proselytes 
of the gate, on the other hand, had adopted from the Jewish system 
the principles of theism, without becoming wholly Jews. They had 
obtained some knowledge of the sacred writings of the Jews, and had 
heard of the grea,t Teacher and King who was to come, - the Messiah. 
In what they had read in that Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
which to a reader not a Jew was often wholly unintelligible, or in what 
they had heard from Jewish teachers, there wa,s much that still reIIUlined 
dark to them, - they were in the condition of inquirers. By means 
of the idea,s they had acquired from the Jews, concerning the unity of 
God, the divine government of the world, the divine judgment, con
cerning the Messiah, they were better prepared for the gospel than 
other p:1gans; - and because they believed themselves already to have 
less; because they had, as yet, no perfected system of religion, and 
were eager for new instruction in divine things; because they had no 
sympathy with Jewish prejudices; for all these reasons, the gospel 
could find its way more easily to them than to the native Jews. From 
the beginning, their attention must have been drawn to a doctrine which 
engaged, without making them Jews, to secure for them a full partici
pation in the fulfilment of all those promises of which the Jews had 
told them. Hence it was to these proselytes of the gate, (the rpo~o(,f1e"o, 
Ttw (JeO)), eVaf{JE,e;, of the New Testament,) that the preaching of the 
gospel was usually directed, according to the Acts of the Apostles,. 
after it had been rejected by the blinded Jews; and here the seed of 
the divine word found not unfrequentlya receptive soil, in souls anxious 
for salvation. There were those also, without doubt, among the prose
lytes of the gate, who, falling short of the true earnestness in seeking 
after religious truth, were only wishing, in every case, to have a con
venient way which would lead to heaven without the necessity of self,. 
denial, and who, undecided between Judaism and paganism, in order, 
at all events, to go safe, sometimes invoked Jehovah in the synagogue, 
and sometimes the gods in the temples.1 

Tryph. f. :150,) 01 0, 1rP0r1f/XVTOL 01> f10VOV 
oil 7rUTTr1JOVGlV, uAI.a Olr.AU/l·POV 'IJfLiJv (fAa
arpTlpOVr1lV Fir Td ovofla aVTOV Kat ~pu<; T07)r 
tlr €Ket:VD1J 1rlO"rruovrar Kat <jJovevClV Kat 
alKi(ClV (3ovAovrat, Karu. rrUV7 a yelp vp.lv 
tI;op.owirn'taL rr".cvOOVr1£V. 

1 Commodia.nus, in his Instructions, has 

given a picture of this class of men, the 
l'Ttier utrumque 'V'ivenies : 

Inter utrumque pntans dubie vivendo cn.vere, 

Nudatus a lege decrepitu8 luxu procedis? 

Quid in fiynagoga dC'curris ad PhariMreOB, 

Ut Ubi misericors fiat: quem denegas ultro? 

Exis inde foris, iterum tu fana requiris. 




CHURCH HISTORY. 


SECTION FIRST. 

RELATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO THE UNCHRISTIAN WORLD. 

I. PROMULGATION OF CHIlISTIANITY. 

1. Promulgation of Ohristianitp generally; Hindrances to its Spread; 
Causes and J-Ieans of its Progress. 

IF we contemplate the essential character of Christianity in its rela
tion to the religious state of the world as it has just been described, 
we shall be at no loss to see what it was that tended on the one hand 
to further, and on the other to retard the progress of the christian 
faith. Our Saviour referred to the signs of the times as witnessing 
of him, - and, in like manner, this contemplation will disclose to us, 
in the movements of the intellectual world then going on, the signs 
which heralded the new and great epoch in the history of the world; 
and it will be clear to us that, as has been intimated in the introduction, 
the same tendencies, which, singly and by themselves, presented the 
stoutest opposition to Christianity, and most effectually debarred its 
entrance, must, when combined together, only serve to hasten its 
triumph. It was a fact grounded in the relation of Christianity to the 
point of attainment which the general life of humanity had then 
reached, that the obstacles opposing themselves to the power which 
was destined to the sovereignty of the world, were converted into 
means for its advancement. We must therefore contemplate both in 
their connection with each other. 

What, in the first place, particularly served to make possible and to 
facilitate the introduction of such a religion everywhere, was its own 
peculiar character, as one raised above every kind of outward, sensible 
form, and hence capable of entering into all the existing forms of 
human society, since it was not its aim to found a kingdom of this 
world. How Christianity could adapt itself to all earthly relations, 
and, while it allowed men still to remain in them, yet by the new spirit 
which it gave theD?-, the divine life which it breathed into them, how 
it was enabled to raise men above these relations, is distinctly set before 
us by a Christian, living in the early part of the second century, who 
5hus describes his contemporaries: 1 "The Christians are not separated 

1 The author of the letter to Diognet. 
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from other men by earthly abode, by language, or by customs. They 
dwell nowhere in cities by themselves; they do not use a different 
language, or affect a singular mode of life. They dwell in the cities 
of the Greeks, and of the Barbarians, each as his lot has been cast; 
and while they conform to the usages of the country, in respect to 
dress, food, and other things pertaining to the outward life, they yet 
show a peculiarity of conduct wonderful and striking to all. They 
obey the existing laws, and conquer the laws by their own living." 

But this same loftier spirit, which could merge itself in all the forms 
it found at hand, mnst yet, while it coalesced with all the purely human, 
come into conflict with all the 'llngodly nature of mankind, with what
ever issued from it and was connected with it. It announced itself as 
a power aiming at the renovation of the world; and the world sought 
to maintain itself in its old ungodly character. While Christ came not 
to destroy but to fulfil, so too he came not to bring peace upon the 
earth, but the sword. Hence the necessary collision with prevailing 
modes of thinking and manners. Christianity could find entrance every
where, preeiselJ because it was the religion of God's sovereignty in the 
heart, and excluded from itself every political clement; but to the 
fundamental position of the old world, which Christianity was to over
throw, belonged religion as an institution of the State. The pagan 
religion, as such, was so closely interwoven with the entire civil and 
social life, that whatever attacked the one, must soon be brought into 
conflict also with the other. This conflict might, in many cases at least, 
have been avoided, if the early Church, like that of later times, had 
been inclined to accommodatc itself to the world, more than the holi· 
ness of Christianity allowed, and to secularize itself, in order to gain 
the world as a mass. But with the primitive Christians this was not 
the case; they were much more inclined to a stern repulsion of every
thing that pertained to paganism, even of that which had but a seem
ing connection with it, than to any sort of lax accommodation; and 
assuredly it was at that period far more wholesome, and better adapted 
to preserve the purity of Christian doctrine and of the Christian life, 
to go to an extreme in the first of these ways than in the last. 

And the religion which thus opposed itself to these deep-rooted 
customs and modes of thinking, which threatened to shake to the 
foundation what had been established by ages of duration, came from 
a people despised for the most pa,rt in the cultivated world, and at first 
found readiest admission among the lower classes of society; - a cir
cumstance which sufficed of itself to make the learned aristocracy of 
Rome and Greece look down OIl such a religion with contempt. How 
should they hope to finn more in the shops of mechanics, than in the 
schools of the philosophers! Celsns, the first writer aO'ainst Christian
ity, jeers at the fact,! that wool-worker8, cobbler8, leather-dres8er8, the 

1 In Origcn, c, Cels, L III. f, 55: 'OPWptv ovo!:v ~{H:yytwa" 1'OApWV1'ar, i1reu5ilv o~ 
.!~ Kat Kan, n'tr lcJiar olKiar <pIOVp),OV, Ka~ 1'WV rral,yt.>v iOiq. /,ft{3t.>v'rat Kat yvvaiKt.lV 
(Jl(vnJiol1ov{ Kat 1(va¢ci~ TrJ1l{' urrrzu5evToTu- TlviJv (Jvv avroir: uvo&rwv {Javparlla rtvIJ 
'TOVr; 'IE Kat lLY(I(}UWTllTOV{ lvavrlOV J.ltv Tcjv oufu5vTa~. 
7rPUIf1vri:pwv Kat 1'pOV'PW1'£,,'I'V D<CT1!'onfw 
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most illiterate and 'V'I11gar of mankind, 'Were zealous preachers of the 
gospel and addressed themselves, particularly in the outset, f,o 'Women 
and children." Of a faith which, adapted to all stages of culture, 
presupposed a like want ~n all, t~e me~ o~ this s~amp had n?t. the 
remotest conception. TheIr standmg obJectlOn agamst the Christians 
was, that they preached o~ly a blind faith; 1 they. s~ou~d prove w:hat 
they advanced on philosophIc grOlmds. And as Chnstmmty had agrunst 
it, on the one hand, the pride of culture, and was placed in the same 
class with all kinds of superstition; so, on the other, it found in super
stition itself, and in fanaticism, its fiercest enemies. It had to contend 
no less with the rudeness than with the cultivation of the world. 

Without question it is true, the old popular religions had been shaken 
by the attacks of unbelief, and robbed of their authority; but we have 
seen also, how men had resorted back with renewed fanaticism to the 
old religion; and hence the bloody struggle in its defence. The dread
ful rage of the populace against the Christians is a sufficient indication 
of the tone of religious feeling which existed at that time among them; 
- the superstition called forth by the assaults of unbelief held stronger 
dominion perhaps than ever over the people, and a part of the educated 
class. To the multitudes, who at this period moved in the dim twilight 
of superstition, Plutarch thought he might apply the language of 
Heraclitus in describing the world of dreams: " they found themselves, 
while awake in broad daylight, each in his o'Wn 'World," - a world that 
excluded every ray of reason and truth. These men, who would see 
their gods with the bodily eye, and were used to carry them about 
engraved on their rings, or in miniature pictures which served as amu
lets, so that they might kiss and worship them at pleasure; how often 
did they throw out to Christians the challenge, " sho'W U8 your God! ":I 
And to such men came a spiritual religion, bringing with it no worship 
of sensible objects, no sacrifices, temple, images, nor altars: - bald 
and naked, as the pagans reproachfully represented it. 

There was, indeed, generally diffused, at this time, as we have already 
remarked, a spirit of inquiry, and of longing after some new communi
cation from heaven. In spite of the pertinacity with which men clung 
to the old superstition, there existed a susceptibility, in various ways, 
for new religious impressions. But this longing, which, having no 
distinct consciousness of its .object, was directed by blind feeling, easily 
exposed .~en also to deception, and opened the way for every species 
of fanatiCIsm. 

Quite at the beginning of the second century, Celsus supposed he 
could account for the rapid progress of Christianity, from the credulity 
of .the age; ~nd referred to the multitude of magicians that were 
trying to d~ce1Ve men by a pretended.exhibitio~ of supernatural powers, 
and who WIth many found ready behef, creatmg a great sensation for 
~e moment, wh~ch h?wever so?n subsided. Yet there was a great 
difference, as Ongen Justly replied to Celsua, between their mode of 

I 

1 IIiaT£v ciiloro". 

S As we may see from the ~pologies, particularly Theophilus ad Autolycum. 
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proceeding and that of the preachers of the gospel. Those magicians 
flattered men's sinful inclinations, they fell in with their previous modes 
of thinking, and required the renunciation of nothing. On the other 
hand, whoever in the primitive times would be a Christian, must break 
loose from many of his hitherto favorite inclinations, and be ready to 
give up everything for his faith. Tertullian says,! that more wert 
deterred from embracing Christianity by unwillingness to forfeit theii 
pleasures, than by the fear of hazarding their life. And the excitement 
of mind occasioned by such wandering fanatics and magicians, disap
peared as suddcnlyas it was awakcned. That it was quite otherwise 
with the power working in Christianity, appeared evident from the 
permanence of its effects, in their ever widening circle, - a testimony 
which Origen could cite from history against Celsus. 

But the influence of such people, of which the opponents of Chris
tianity themselves bear witness, prescnted a new obstacle to its progress. 
It must force its way through the ring of delusions, within which those 
people had succeeded in charm-binding the minds of men, before it 
could reach their consciences and hearts. The examples of a 
Simon Magus, an Elymas, an Alexander of Abonoteichos, show in what 
way this class of people opposed the progress of the gospel. It needed 
striking facts, addressed to the outward sense, to bring men entangled 
in such deceptive arts, out of their bewilderment to the sober exercise 
of reason, and render them receptive of higher spiritual impressions. 

To this end served those supernatural effects, which proceeded from 
the new creative power of Christianity, and which were destined to 
accompany it, until it had entered completely into the natural process 
of human development. The Apostle Paul appeals to such effects, 
witnessing of the power of the Divine Spirit which inspired his preach
ing, as well-known and undeniable facts, in epistles addressed to the 
churches which had beheld them; and the narratives in the Acts 
illustrate, with particular examples, the power of those effects, in first 
arresting the attention, and in dispelling those delusive influences. The 
transition from that first period in the process of the development of 
the church, in which the supernatural, immediate and creative power 
predominated, to the seoond, in which the same divine principle dis
played its activity in the form of natural connection, was not a sudden 
event, but took place by a series of gradual and insensible changes. 
We are not warranted, nor are we in a condition, to draw so sharply 
the line of demarkation between what is supernatural and what is 
natural in the effects proceeding from the power of Christianity, when 
it has once taken possession of human nature. 

The church teachers, until after the middle of the third century, 
appeal in language that shows the consciousness of truth, and often 
before the pagans themselves, to such extraordinary phenomena, as 
conducing to the spread of the faith; and however we may be disposed to 
distinguish the facts at bottom from the point of view in which they 

1 De spectaculis, c. 2. Plures denique invenias, quos magis periculum volnptatis, 
quam vitre, avocet ab hac sect&. 
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are contemplated by the narrator, we must still admit the facts them
selves, and their effects on the minds of men. It remains, therefore, 
undeniable, that even subsequent to the Apostolic times, the spread of 
the gospel was advanced by such means. Let us prcsent some of these 
cases in their living connection with the character and spirit of those 
times. The Christian meets with some unhappy man, plunged in 
heathenish supcrstition, and diseased in body and soul, who had hoped 
in vain to get relief in the temple of Esculapius, - the resort of mul
titudes at that time, who sought a cure for their diseases in dreams 
sent from the god of medicine. He had tried also to no purposc the 
various incantations and amulets of pagan priests and magicians. The 
Christian admonishes him not to look for help from impotent dumb idols, 
or from demoniacal powers, but to betake himself to that Almighty God 
who only can help. He hears the prayers of such as invoke His aid 
in the name of Him by whom He has redeemed the world from sin. 
The Christian employs no magic formulas, no amulets; but simply 
calling upon God through Christ, he lays his hand on the sick man's 
head, in believing confidence in his Saviour. The sick man is healed; 
and the cure of the body leads to that of the soul. There were, - par
ticularly at this period of the rending asunder and breaking up of the 
old world on its way to dissolution, - multitudes of persons, laboring 
under bodily and mental diseases, who, as we have already observed, 
believed themselves under the dominion and persecution of some de
moniacal power. The whole might of the ungodly, the destroying 
principle must be roused to action, when the healing power of the 
divine was to enter into humanity. The revelation of heavenly peace, 
bringing back all to harmony, must be preceded by the deep-felt inward 
disunion, which betrayed itself in such cases. There was no want, 
either among Pagans or Jews, of those who pretended to be able, by 
various methods, - perfuming with incense, embrocations, medicinal 
herbs, amulets, adjurations expressed in strange enigmatical formulas, 
-to expel those demoniacal powers. In every case, if they produced 
any effect, it was only to drive out one devil by means of another, and 
hence the true dominion of the demoniaeal power must, by their means, 
have been much rather confirmed than weakened. The words which 
our Saviour himself spoke, in reference to such transactions, found 
here their appropriate application. "He that is not with me, is against 
me." .Bu~ ho~ much belief, at that time, thcse pretended exorcists 
could illsplre, 18 shown by the prayer of thanks which the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius offers to the gods, because he had learned from at 
wise instructor, to trust in none of the tales about the incantations and 
exorcisms of magicians and wonder-workers.l 

It so happens now that one who has vainly sought relief from such 
impostors, falls in with a devout Christian. The latter recognizes here 
the power of darkness, and thinks of looking for no other cause of the 
disease. But he is confident of this, that his Saviour has overcome 

1 I. 6. Ta a'll"'aT1}V'KaV 'Tolr {''II"il 'T~ 'll"ep2 da,l'ovt.W a'll"o'll"ol''II"iJr Ka2 'TQV 'TowV~ 
np4Tt.1}ol'tvwV Ka, Y01l'TWV 'll"epL l'll"~~ Ie'" TWV }.eyo,.evo/,f. 

VOL. I. 7 
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that power, and that in whatsoever shape it may manifest itself, it must 
yield to him. In this confidence, he prays, and witnesses of him, who 
by his sufferings triumphed over the gates of Hell; and his prayel, 
drawing down the powers of Heaven, works dceply upon the distracted 
nature of the sick man. Peace succeeds to the conflicts that had 
raged within; and led to the faith by this experience of a change ~ 
his own personal condition, he is now first delivered, in the full sense, 
from the dominion of evil, - thoroughly and permanently healed by 
the enlightening and sanctifying power of the truth; so that the evil 
spirit, returning back to the house, finds it no longer swept and gar
nished for his reception. 

Of such effects, Justin Martyr witnesses, when, addressing himself 
to the pagans,! he says: "That the kingdom of evil spirits has been 
destroyed by Jcsus, you may, even at the present time, convince your
selves by what passes before your O"l'ill eyes; for many of our people, 
of us Christians, have healed and still continue to heal, in every part 
of the world, and in your city (Rome), numbers possessed of evil 
spirits, such as could not be healed' by other exorcists, simply by adjur
ing them in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate." We learn from Irenreus, that the cure of such disorders no' 
unfrequently prepared the way for the conversion of men to Christian. 
ity; for he says, that often they who had been delivered from evil 
spirits attained to the faith, and united with the Church.2 The inward 
conflicts of a soul that could find no longer the satisfaction of its 
religious wants in what the old world had to offer, may have frequently 
been the occasion of such forms of disease; and by the Christian in· 
fluence, the disorder was overcome in its cause, and not in its symptoms 
merely. As a particular gift, quite distinct from the healing of those 
demoniacal diseases, Irenreus mentions other modcs of restoring the 
sick, by the laying on of the hands of Christians ,3 - raising of the 
dead, (i. e. such as seemed to be dead) who afterwards remained living 
in the church for many years.4 He appeals to the variety of gifts 
which the true disciples of Christ had received from him, and which 
they employed, each after his own measure, for the benefit of other 
men. What was thus wrought by the Christians, simply from love, 
and without any expectation of temporal reward, through prayer to 
God and invocation of the name of Christ, he contrasts with the jug
gling tricks resorted to as a means of livelihood. Origen recognizes 
in the miraculous powers still existing in his time, though already 
sensibly diminished, a proof of what served in the first times of the 
appearance of Christianity particularly to advance its progress.1i In 
his defence of Christianity against Celsus, he cites examples from his 
own experience, where he had been himself an eye-witness of the fact, 

1 In his first Apology, p. 45. 4 Kat VeKpO! ~yep{f17aav /Ca! 1rapep.etvav 
2 ·~~are 1rOAAu"tr {(at marevetv aV1'oiJr uVv I}p.lv ltea"oir f:reutv. 

hceivovr TOUr Ka{fapta<JfvTa<; am) TOW 7r1Iev· 6 Tar repaariovr tSvvap.etr. Ilr KaNa_ 
"'''TOW Kat elva, tv rfi lKKA1Iait,t. Adv. hreres, aareo" yeyovi"at ftc 1'OV iX"17 avrwv tr& 
1. II. c. 32, § 4. Ed. Massuet. uCJ'ea<Jm 1rapa Tolr teara Til {3ov},,17I'a Toii 

8 • AAAOt 6f ToiJr ""p.vovrar OlU riir rwv MyOV {3tOVUtv. c. eels.!, 1. § 2. 

a;e,pwv £1l't{fiaef.)r lC,vrat. 
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how, by invocation of the name of GOO and of Jesus, in connection with 
the preaching of his history, many were healed of grievous diseases 
and states of insanity, which had withstood all other means of the 
hewO' art.1 It is a remarkable fact, attested by Tertullian and Origen, 
that s~ many were conducted to Christianity by extraordinary psycho
logical phenomena. Tertullian relates, that the greater part came to 
the knowledge of the true God by means of visions.2 Now although 
this church father was inclined to exaggeration generally, and to lay 
too much stress on such appearances in particular; yet what he says 
here is confirmed by the testimony of Origen. The latter asserts that 
" Many have come to Christianity, as it were against their will, their 
affections being suddenly changed, by a certain Spirit, from the hatred 
of the gospel to such love of it as makes them ready to lay down their 
lives for it, - and this through the medium of visions which occurred 
to them when awake or in dreams." 3 He calls God to witness, that it 
was most remote from his inclination to attempt adding anything to the 
glory of Christianity by false statements; - although he could relate 
many things seemingly incredible, which he had himself witnessed. 
Such testimonies are full of instruction, since they make us acquainted 
with the manner in which conversions, at this period, were often brought 
about. We shall, indeed, have to trace these phenomena, not so much 
to a divine miraculous agency, operating from without, as to the power 
with which Christianity moved the spiritual life of the period. From 
the manner in which the divine principle of life in Christianity, - the 
new force that had come in among mankind, - and the principle of 
paganism came into collision with each other, extraordinary phenomena 
in the world of consciousness could not fail to result, through which the 
crisis in the religious life of individuals must pass, ere it arrived at its 
end. 

Yet as each particular miracle, wrought by Christ, was but a single 
flash from the fullness of the Godhead dwelling in him, and was to 
operate simply to this end, that the immediate self-manifestation of this 
fullness might be brought nearer before the minds of men; 80 too are 
aJIsucceeding miracles but single flashes, issuing forth from the imme
diate divine power of the gospel, and contributing to introduce the 
revelation of this itself into the religious consciousness. Without this 
itself, and its relation to man's nature, and to the peculiar conditions 
of man's nature in this particular period, all else would have been to 
no purpose; and that which the divine power in the gospel wrought 
immediately by itself in man's nature, still allied to God though es
tranged from its original source, continued ever to be the main thing, 
th? en~ for which all else was but subsidiary and p~eparatory. It is 
this which the Apostle Paul places above all other kinds of evidence, 

I TcrilTOlr yap 11:02 iI/Seir ltdp{J./<O/Sev 7rOA 8 IIoAAo2 ",I1Tripd i'ucovr£r 7rpOa£A1JAviJaO't 
Mil, a7rOAAoytvror .lOAm';'v t1V/S7rrtd/SuTtdV XP'O'TlavtaflciJ, TrveVflaTor TWOr Tpi1pavTOI;
llCf1TaatLlv 11:02 flAvu:.v 11:02 dUt.w f-VP'LlV, aVT"'..V TO flYepovucov al<fwi?WV a7ro Toii 
4frep aliT' dviJp"'Trot aliTe doif-over tilep,,- fl1a",v TOV AOYOV 17r2 TO 1J7repa7ro~av£iv
fretla&v. c. CeIs.1. lIT. c. 24. oVToii, Ka, tpavTOI1,C,aovTOr OVTOVr V7rap It 

S Major plene vis hominnm e visionibus {wop. c. Cels. I. I. c. 46. 
Deum discunt. De anima, c. 47. 
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above all particular miracles, and describes as the demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power.1 And as this divine power showed its efficacy 
on the inner life of the man, so it manifested itself, with an attractive 
force, in the outward appearance and actions of that life; and it was 
this, which, more than everything beside, wrought to the conversion of 
the heathen. 

To this experience Justin Martyr makes his appeal,2 where, after 
citing the words of our Lord, "Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven," he adds: "Our Lord would not have us recompense evil 
for evil, but requires that, by the power of patience and meekness, we 
should draw all from the shame of their evil passions. And we can 
point out many among us, who, from overbearing and tyrannical men, 
have been thus changed by a victorious power, when they have 
seen· how their neighbors could bear all things, or observed the sin
gular patience of their defrauded fellow-travellers, or come to be 
acquainted with Christians in any of the other relations of life." The 
distinguished virtues of the Christians must have shone forth the more 
brightly, as contrasted with the prevailing vices; their severity of 
morals, sometimes even carried to excess, as opposed to the general 
depravation of the age; their hearty fraternal love, in contrast with 
that predominant selfishness which separated man from man, and ren
dered each distrustful of the other, insomuch that men could not 
comprehend the nature of Christian fellowship, nor sufficiently wonder 
at its fruits. "See," - was the common remark, -" how they love one 
another." "This seems so extraordinary to them,-says Tertullian,3
because tJ~ey are used to hate one another. See how, among the 
Christians, one is ready to die for the others; this seems so wonderful 
to them, because they themselves are far more ready to murder one 
another." Although a brotherly union of this sort excited suspicion in 
those who were used to watch everything with the jealous eye of police 
espionage,4 and several persecutions of the Christians were thereby 
occasioned; yet on all minds not narrowed by such habits or not 
abandoned to fanaticism, a quite different impression must have been 
produced, and the question could hardly fail to arise in them, "What 
is it, which can thus bind together the hearts of men, in other respects 
wholly strangers to one another?" In a time when civilization had 
degenerated to effeminacy,S in a time of servile cowardice, the life
renovating enthusiasm, the heroism of faith, with which the Christians 
despised tortures and death, when the question was whether they 

1 A passage, which, indeed, came to be Vide, in'luiunt, ut invicem se diligant. Ipsi 
misunderstood at It very early period, be eniro invicem oderunt. Et pro alterutro 
cause too much importance was attached mori sint parati, ipsi enim ad occidendnm 
to the outward. Thus it was Origen's opin altcmtrum paratiores. Apo]oget. c. 39. 
ion that the a1r<5rlet~lr 7MJEVpaTOf Kat ovva 4 This view of the matter is expressed in 
/.IE"'f is so predicated of the arroOet';tf-Otu the hmguage of the Pagan Creciliug, in the 
'I'ar rrporp1Juiaf Kat Tii, TEpal1Tiov( OVVUpElr. Octavius of Minncius Felix, (, 9;) Ocenl
C. 	 Cels. J. I. , 2. tis se notis et insignibu8 nOBeunt et aman~ 

2 Apologct. II. f 63. mutuo prene ante quam noverint. . 
a Sed ejusmodi vel maximo dilectionis 6 Ipsa urbanitate deeepti, says Tertulliall 

operatio notam nobis intuit penes quosdam. of his contemporaries. 
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would do what was oontrary to conscience, - this heroism of the Christ;.. 
ians did indeed strike many so forcibly as an appearance foreign to the 
age, that they were inclined to consider a character so well befitt~ng the 
heroic days of antiquity, but not these more refined and gentle tImes, a 
matter of reproach.! But although the ordinary Roman statesmen, 
thouO'h the followers of a set worldly prudence, though the cool Stoic 
who ~equired everywhere philosophic demonstration,-saw in the spirit 
with which the Christians, in testimony of their faith, went to death, 
nothing but blind enthusiasm; yet the confidence and the cheerfulness 
of these suffering, dying men, could not fail to make an impression on 
less hardened or less prejudiced minds, whereby they would be led to 
inquire more deeply into the cause, for which men could be thus 
impelled to sacrifice their all. Outward force could effect nothing 
against the inward power of divine truth; it could only operate to ren
der the might of this truth more gloriously manifest. Hence Tertul
lian concludes his "Apology" with these words, addressed to the 
persecutors of the Christians: "All your refinements of cruelty can 
accomplish nothing; on the contrary, they serve as a lure to this sect. 
Our number increases, the more you destroy us. The blood of the 
Christians is the seed of a new harvest. Your philosophers, who exhort 
to the endurance of pain and death, make fewer disciples by their 
words, than the Christians by their deeds. That obstinacy, for which 
you reproach us, is a preceptor. For who that beholds it, is not 
impelled to inquire into the cause? And who, when he has inquired, 
does not embrace it; and when he has embraced it, does not himself 
wish to suffer for it ?2 

Add to this, that Christianity appeared when the time was now 
f'ulfilled, that the glory of the "eternal city" must depart from her: 
for so long as that power still had dominion over the minds of men, 
and swallowed up all other interests, small place was left for that 
feeling of need which led men to Christianity. But when all was now 
becoming old and withered, which had hitherto been an object of 
enthusiastic love and had given a certain buoyancy to the soul, 
Christianity appeared, and called men from the sinking old world to a 
new creation, destined for eternity. As Augustin finely expresses it, 
"Christ appeared to the men of a decrepit, dying world, that, while 
all around them was fading, they might through him receive a new 
youthful life." And the higher life which Christianity imparted 
required no brilliant outward relations for the manifestation of i~ 
glory, like what had been wondered at as great in the old civic virtue. 
Into th~ midst. of ?i~cum~tances and sit.uations the most cramping and 
depressmg, thIS dlVlne life could find Its way, and cause its O'lory to 
shine forth in weak and despised vessels, and raise men above ball that 
would bow them down to the earth, without their over-stepping the bounds 

1 Well enough for the ingenia duriora ilia ipsa obstinatio, quam exprobrlltis, rna
robustioris antiquitatis; but not for the tran. g!stra est. Quis cnim non contempilltione
quillitatcm pacis and the ingenia mitiora. eJus concutitur ad requirendurn, quid intus 
Tertull. adv. Nat. I. c. 18. in re sit ~ 

2 Semen est sanguis Christianomm

7'" 
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of that earthly order, in which they considered themselves placed by an 
overruling providence. The slave, in his earthly relations, remained a 
slave still, and fulfilled all the duties of his place with far greater 
fidelity and conscientiousness than before; and yet he felt himself free 
within, showed an elevation of soul, an assurance, a power of faith and 
of resignation, which must have filled his master with amazement. 
Men in the lowest class of society, who had hitherto known nothing in 
religion but ceremonial rites and mythical stories, attained to a clear 
and confident religious conviction. The remarkable words, already 
quoted from Celsus, as well as many individual examples of these first 
Christian times, show us how often from women,! who, as wives and 
mothers, let a spiritual light shine out in the midst of pagan corruption; 
how often from young men, boys and maidens; from slaves who put 
their masters to shame, Christianity was diffused through whole 
families. " Every Christian mechanic," says Tcrtullian, "has found 
God, and shows him to you; and then points out to you everything in 
fact you require to know of God; although Plato (in Timreus) says, 
that it is hard to find the Creator of the universe, and impossible after 
one has found him, to make him known to all." In like manner, 
Athenagoras: "With us you may find ignorant people, mechanics, old 
women, who, though ,unable to prove with words the saving power of 
their religion, yet by their deeds prove the saving influence of the dis
position it has bestowed on them; for they do not learn words by rote, 
but they exhibit good works; when struck, they strike not again; 
when robbed, they do not go to law; they give to them that ask them, 
and love their neighbors as themselves." 

The gross material notions, which we find to have prevailed among 
a large portion of the early Christians, as for example, among the 
Chiliasts, have frequently been set forth as a reproach to Christianity. 
But precisely in this, is its distinguishing character manifest, - that as 
it is not a system of notions, but an announcement of facts, it could 
be brought within the range, even of a materi8.t habit of thinking, could 
lower itself down to its comprehension, mix in :with it, and even in this 
material form, by the power of those facts, communicate a divine life, 
and thereby gradually ennoble the entire nature of the man, with all 
its powers and propensities, and so also spiritualize the habits of think
ing. And in connection with this phenomenon, we must take still 
another; that, at the same time, the pole of humanity most opposite to 
this was seized by Christianity with overwhelming power, as is evident 
when we compare the Gnostics with those Chiliasts. So deeply 
marked, from the first, on the developing process of this religion, is 
the impress of its divinely human character, by virtue of which it 
could and must attract the opposite poles of man's nature, entering as 
well into these as into all the other intermediate stages. And it was, 
as we shall see, precisely by means of this, its distinguishing charac

1 Compare the words of the pagan Crecil- et mulieribus credulis seXU9 sui facilitate la· 
ius in the Octavius of Minuciu~ Felix, where bcntihus plehem profanre conjurationis in
he says, speaking of the Christians: (c. 8) stituunt. 
Qui de ultima frece collectis imperitiorihus 
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teristic, that the more general diffusion and triumph of Christianity 
over the old world were advanced. 

2. Propagation of Christianity in Partieu.lar J)istricts. 

The great highways by which the knowledge o~ the gospel was ~ be 
diffused abroad, had already been opened by the mtercourse of natIOns. 
The easy means of inter-communication within the vast Roman empire; 
the close relation between the Jews dispersed through all lands, and 
those at Jerusalem; the. manner in which all parts of the Roman 
empire were linked in with the great capital of the world; the con
nection of the provinces with their metropolitan towns, and of the 
larger portions of the empire with the more considerable cities, were 
all circumstances favorable to this object. These cities, such as Alex
andria, Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, were centres of commercial, 
political and literary correspondence; and hence became also the prin
cipal seats, chosen for the propagation of the gospel, where the first 
preachers tarried longest. Commercial intercourse, which had served 
from the earliest times, not merely for the exchange of worldly goods, 
but also for transmitting the nobler treasures of the mind, could now 
be used as a means for diffusing the highest spiritual blessings. 

As a general thing, Christianity at first made progress in the cities; 
for as it was needful, above ali, to gain fixed seats for the propagation 
of the gospel, the first preachers, passing rapidly over the country, 
had to propose their message first in the cities, whence it might after
wards be more easily diffused through the country by native teachers. 
On the other hand, in the country, greater obstacles must necessarily 
have been encountered, owing to the entire rudeness, the blind super
stition, and the heathen fanaticism of the people: oftentimes also to 
the want of a knowledge in the early preachers of the old provincial 
dialects; while in the towns, they could, for the most part, make them
selves sufficiently well understood in the Greek or the Latin language. 
Yet we know from Pliny's report to the Emperor Trajan, from the 
account given by the Roman Bishop Clemens,l and from the relation 
of Justin Martyr,2 that this was not the case everywhere: and that in 
many districts, country churches were formed very early ; and Origen 
says expressly,S that many considered it their duty to visit not only the 
ci~es, but also the country towns and villas. That this was so, seems 
eVlde.nt ~oreover from the great number of country bishops in particu
lar dlStncts. 

In the New Testament, we find accounts of the dissemination 
of Christianity in Syria, in Cilicia; probably also in the Parthian 
empire, at that time so widely extended; 4 in Arabia; in Lesser Asia 
and the countries adjacent; in Greece, and the bordering countries ~ 

1 Ep. I. Corinth. c. 42. V. 13,) greets from his wife in Babvlon,
2 Apologet. II. f. 98. whether it was the then capital of Seleucl8, 
• Co Cels. I. III. c. 9: Tevk lpyov 1T£1TOL or more probahly the old fallen Babylon,

IfVTae be 1rfptipxecrfJal oil floVOV 1ToAelr, leads to the conjecture, that he was residing 
cUAa ~all("flru; /tal E1TaVAElr. in those countries. 

• For the circumstance that Peter (I Ep. 

http:eVlde.nt
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far as lllyricum; in Italy. But we are greatly deficient in further and 
credible accounts, on this subject; the later traditions, growing out of 
the eagerness to trace each national church to an apostolic origin, 
deserve no examination. We confine ourselves to what can be safely 
credited. 

The ancient legend of the correspondence by letter between a 
prince belonging to the dynasty of the Abgares or Agbares, the Agbar 
Uchomo, (who ruled over the small state of Edessa Osrhoene of Meso
potamia,) and our Saviour, to whom he is said to have applied for the 
cure of a grievous disorder, is entitled to no credit; nor that of his 
conversion by Thaddeus, one of the seventy disciples. EusebiuB found 
the documents from which he drew up his narrative, in the public 
archives of Edessa; and permitted himself to be deceived by them. 
The letter ascribed to Christ is in no sense worthy of him, and bears 
throughout the marks of having been compiled from several passages 
of the gospels. It is moreover inconceivable how anything, written by 
Christ himself, could have remained down to Eusebius' time, unknown 
to the rest of the world. Finally, the letter of Abgarus is not 
couched in such language as would have been used by an oriental 
prince. Whether in other respects, there is any truth lying at the 
bottom of the account, we cannot know. It is only certain, that Christ
ianity was early diffused in this country; yet it is not till between the 
years 160 -170 we find indications that one of those princes, Abgar 
Bar Manu, was a Christian. The learned Christian Bardesanes is said 
to have stood very high with him; and we are informed by this writer, 
that Abgar forbade the self·mutilations usually connected with the wor
ship of Cybcle, under a severe penalty, (the loss of their hands to 
those who were guilty of it.) From this alone, it is by no means clear 
that he was a Christian; but it is also on the coins of this prince, that 
the usual symbols of the Baal worship of this country are, for the first 
time, wanting; and the sign of the cross appears in their place.! In 
the year 202, the Christians of Edessa had already a church, built, as 
it seems, after the model of the temple at J erusalem.2 

If Peter preached the gospel in the Parthian empire,S some seed of 
Christianity, at an early period, may have easily reached Persia also, 
whieh then belonged to that empire; but the frequent wars of the 
Parthians with the Romans hindered the communication between Par
thian and Roman Christians. The above-mentioned Bardesanes of 
Edessa, who wrote in the time of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, notices 
the spread of Christianity in Parthia, Media, Persia, Bactria.4 After 
the restoration of the ancient Persian empire to its independence, under 

1 Bayer, historia Edessena e nummis il by the violence of a flood the templam eo· 
lastrata, I. III. p. 173. But Bayer places clesire Christianorum had been destroyed. 
him, no doubt incorrectly, as late as A. C. V. Assemani Bibliotheca orientaIis, T. I. P. 
200. 391. 

~ In the ~hronicle of Edessa, compiled 8 According to the tradition preserved in 
from ancient documents, about the middle Oligen j Easeb. III. 1, also the apostle
of the sixth century, it is reported, in ex Thomas. 
pressions which presuppose a document i Euseb. Prreparat. Evang. 1. VI. c. 10. 
not written by the hand of a Christian, that 
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the Saasanides, the Persian Christians become better known to us by 
the attempts of the Persian ~a.ni, in t~e last half of t~e second ce~tury, 
to form a new code of religtous doctrmes by the fUSIon of old OrIental 
systems of religion with Christianity. .., . 

In Arabia, the great number of Jews resIding m that country mIght 
aft'ord a. medium of access for the preaching of the gospel; but the 
same circumstance would also present a powerful hinderance; and the 
latter, no doubt, was much more the case than the fonner: It is cl~ar, 
from his own words, that the Apostle Paul, soon after hIS COnyerslOn, 
retired from Damascus to Arabia. But to what purpose he applied his 
residence in this country, and what he accomplished there, remains 
uncertain.! If the country called India, in a tradition of which we 
shall presently speak, is to be taken as meaning a part of Arabia, then 
the Apostle Bartholomew preached the gospel to the Jews in Arabia, 
and took with him, for this purpose, a gospel written in the Hebrew 
(Aramaic) language,-probably that compilation of OUI" Lord's dis
courses by Matthew, which lies at the basis of our present gospel 
according to St. Matthew.2 Allowing this to be so, then in the last half 
of the second century, the learned Alexandrian catechist, Pantmnus, was 
teacher of a portion of this people. In the early part of the third 
century, the great Alexandrian church father, Origen, labored in the 
same field. Yet we must doubtless suppose here, only that part of 
Arabia is meant, which was already in subjection to the Roman empire. 
We have the account, namely, from Eusebius,3 that at that time the 
Arabian commander sent an order to Demetrius, bishop of Alexandria, 
and to the then prefect of Egypt, earnestly requesting, that Origen 
might be allowed to come to him, since he was desirous of conferring 
with him in person.4- Assuredly, this Arabian commander was not the 
hereditary chief of some wandering tribe of Arabs, as a person of that 
class could hardly be supposed to have ever ieard anything of Origen ; 
but a Roman governor, whom the fame of the great teacher, - cele
brated at this time for his holy life, his wisdom and scientific attainments 
even among the pagans, - might have moved to seek a personal 
conversation with him on religious subjects. Perhaps he belonged to the 
number of truth-seeking men among the pagans of those times. If 80, 

Origen would not have failed to avail himself of this interview, for the 
purpose of winning over the governor to the side of the gospel. At a 
somewhat later period, we find Ohristian churches in Arabia, with which 
Origen stood in some more intimate connection. To the further propa
gation of the gospel in these parts in still later times, the nomadic life 
of the people and the influence of hostile Jews presented great obstacles. 

The ancient Syro-Persian church, whose remains have been preserved 
down to the present moment on the coast of Malabar in the East Indies , 

1 See my History of the Planting, &c. suggests some person of the Roman office 
Vol. I. p. 126. of,dux A:ab!lB,) ""edi?ov ypUp~ara 111/1'1/

I See my History of the Planting, &c. "'pt't' Te T't' 1'T/C 'll'apotlCtar bnulloll''t' /Cal T~
Vol I. p. 131, Rema.rk. TOTt Tiir Alyv'll'Tov br(.PX't' 'll'apu roil Tiic 

aL. VI. c. 19. 'Apa{3iar *yovl'tVOlJ, (88 a dux .Brabire af'teJ'o 
t 'E'II'~ Tt( TC!v t1TtpGTtWTUC&w, (which wa.rds ocean in the Notitia imperii.) 
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names the Apostle Thomas as its founder, and professes to be a.hl~ 
point out the place of his burial. Were this a tradition handed 001111; 
independent of other accountB, within the community it%elf, we eouW 
not, it is true, consider it as credible testimony; but neither should '" 
be warranted to assert absolutely its falsity.l Yet this church, of which 
we find the earliest notice in the reports of Cosmas Indicopleuetet, 
about the middle of the sixth century, might perhaps be inuebted,r. 
its existence to a later mercantile colony of Syro-Persian ChristillDlj 
and having brought with it the traditions of the Greek church, migki 
have simply transmitted these, but after a time forgotten the ch8.llMJ 
from whence it had originally derived them. We must examine more 
closely, then, these traditions themselves. But the Greek traditi~, 
although old, are yet very indefinite and uncertain. The unsettled use 
of the geographic name India contributes to this uncertainty. Ethiopit., 
and Arabia Felix, the adjacent Insula Dioscoridis, (the island DB! 
Zocotara, near the mouth of the Arabian Gulf,) were designated by tltia 
name.2 These countries, however, maintained by trade a lively int«. 
course with India proper, and could thus furnish a channel for the 
propagation of Christianity in the la,tter. Gregory of Nanzianzen sayb' 
that Thomas preached the gospel to the Indians; but Jerome understands 
the India here meant to be Ethiopia.4 If the tradition in Orig6II, 
which makes Thomas the Apostle to the Parthians, were credibieJ ii 
would not be so very remote from the former legend, since the Parthiu 
empire touched, at that time, on the boundaries of India. In all events: 
such legends are not deserving of much confidence. EusebiusO relatta.JI, 
as we have observed already, that Pantrenus undertook a missionlllJ 
tour to the people dwelling eastward, which he extended as far as India, 
There he found already some seeds of Christianity, which had b6e.11 
conveyed thither by the Apostle Bartholomew, as well as a HebrElii 
gospel which the same ~stle had taken with him. The mention of 
the Hebrew gospel is not at all inconsistent with the supposition, thrJ 
India proper is here meant, if it may be assumed that the Jews wlw 
now dwell on the coast of Malabar, had then already arrived there. 
The language of Eusebius seems to intimate, that he himself had befor~ 
his mind a remoter country than Arabia, and rather favors the supllQ' 
sition, that he meant to speak of India proper. Yet it may be a question, 
whether he was not himself deceived by the name. To settle the 
controverted question, what countries we are to think of here, we mus$ 
compare also the later accounts of the fourth century. In the time of 

1 It becomes the conscientious inquirer, ~ According to Ritter (L c. S. 603,) to be 
who leans neither on the side of a.rbitrary explained from the fact that not only lndiiti 
doubt nor on that of a.rbitrary RSsertion, to trade colonies - the Banianes, Banig-yaDII, 
express himself, in matters of this sort, as according to the Sanscrit,trade'people, (set 
my friend and honored colleague Ritter has Ritter, L c. S. 443,) had settled there, arid 
done, in his instructive remarks on this that the whole region furnished staple 
point, in the Erdkunde von Asien: (Bd. IV" places for Indian wares, but thllt the-s 
Isle Abtheilung, S.602,) "What European were the few dIrect intermediate statiol1ll for 
8cience cannot prove, is not therefore to be the uninterrupted commerce with foPlip 
rejected as untrue, but only to be regarded India. . 
aa problematical for the present; by no 8 Orat. 25. 
means, however, is any strncture to be 4 Ep. 148.
""""t..rl nnnn k ao a safe foundation." & L. T. ". Hl. 

http:relatta.JI
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the Emperor Constantine,l there was a missionary, Th.eophilus, with 
the surname Indicus who came from the Island DIU, (ill(3ovr,) by 
which is to be unders'tood the above mentioned island, Zokotara. He 
found in his native land, and in the other districts of India,2 which he 
visited from there, Christianity planted already, and had only many 
things to correct. 

We next cross over to Africa. The country in this quarter of the 
world, where Christianity must be disseminated first, was Egypt; for 
here were presented, in the Grecian and Jewish culture at Alexandria, 
those points of contact and union of which we have already spoken. 
Even among the first zealous preachers of the gospel, we find men of 
Alexandrian education, as, for instance, Apollos of Alexandria, and 
probably also Barnabas of Cyprus. The epistle to the Hebrews, the 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas, the gospel of the Egyptians, (evarrf).u)J' xaT' 

Alyvln;{ou,,) in which the Alexandrian-theosophic taste displays itself,
the Gnosis in the first half of the second century, - are proofs of the 
influence exerted by Christianity, at a very early period, on the philosophy 
of the Alexandrian Jews. An ancient tradition names the evangelist 
Mark as the f01lllder of the Alexandrian Church. From Alexandria, 
Christianity must have easily found its way to Cyrene, on account of 
the constant intercourse and the congeniality of spirit between the two 
places. But although the gospel early found its way into the parts of 
Lower Egypt inhabited by Grecian and Jewish colonies, yet it would 
not be so easy for it to penetrate thence into Middle, and particularly 
into Upper Egypt; for in those parts, the foreign Coptic language, the 
dominion of the priests, and the old Egyptian superstition stood in 
the way. Yet a persecution of the Christians in Thebais, under the 
Emperor Septimius Severus,3 proves that Christianity had already made 
progress in Upper Egypt, as early as the last times of the second 
century. Probably, in the first half of the third century, this province 
had a version of the New Testament in its own ancient dialect. 

Respecting the diffusion of Christianity in Ethiopia (Abyssinia) we 
find, in these centuries, no distinct and credible acC01lllt. History is 
silent as to the consequences which resulted from the conversion of 
that court-officer of Candace, Queen of Meroe, which is related in the 
Acts.4 We shall find the first certain indications of the conversion of 
a part of Abyssinia, through the instrumentality of Frumentius, in the 
fourth century. Yet the question might be raised,6 whether some 
seeds of Christianity may not, even earlier than this, have been brought 
into other districts of this country by Jewish Christians; and whether 
many Jewish customs, and the significancy which is ascribed by one 
party to the baptism of Christ,6 may not be traced to this fact. 
. In conseq~ence of their connection with Rome, the gospel early found 
its way to Carthage, and to the whole of proconsular Africa. This 
church at Carthage becomes first known to' us, onward from the last 

1 Vid. Philostorg. hist. I. m. c. " and 5. has somewhere directed attention to the 
2 'E".l1'h" Tlr Til" tiU"" '-"PLIUTO 'IlIclL"~·V. same inquiry. 
8 Eoseb. I. VI. c. l. 6 See .Tournal of a three years' resideJlCO 
t Chap. 8. in Abyssinia, by S. Gobat, p. 254. Loll
6 The late Hr. Rettig, if I mistake not, don, 1834. 
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years of the second century, through the presbyter Tertullian; but 
even then it appears to have been in a very flourishing condition .. The 
Christians in those districts were, at that time, already very numerous, 
and it was a matter of complaint, that Christianity continued to spread, 
in town and country, among all ranks, and indeed in the highest.1 To 
pass over those passages where Tertullian expresses himself rhetori
cally, we find in his tract addressed to the governor, Scapula,2 that he 
could speak already of a persecution of Christians in Mauritania. 
After the middle of the third century, Christianity had now made such 
progress in Mauritania and Numidia, that under Cyprian, Bishop of 
Carthage, a synod was held, consisting of eighty-seven bishops. 

Passing over to Europe, we have in Rome a principal seat for the 
propagation of Christianity, yet not the only one. Flourishing com
munities, at Lugdunum (Lyons) and Vienna, come to our knowledge 
during a bloody persecution, in 177. The great number of Christians 
from Asia Minor, whom we find here, and the intimate connection of 
these communities with those of Asia Minor, lead to the conjecture, 
that the commercial intercourse between these districts of France and 
Asia Minor, an original seat of the Christian church, had led to the 
formation of a Christian colony in Gaul. For a long time, the pagan 
superstition in the other parts of Gaul withstood the fiu"ther spread of 
Christianity. Even so late as the Iniddleof the third century, few 
Christian communities were to be found there. According to the nar
rative of the French historian, Gregory of Tours, seven missionaries 
came, at that time, to Gaul from Rome, and established communities 
in seven cities, over which they became bishops. One of these was 
that Dionysius, first bishop of the community at Paris, whom the later 
legends confounded with Dionysius the Areopagite, who was converted 
by the Apostle Paul at Athens. Gregory of Tours, who wrote near 
the end of the sixth century, in a time when so many fables were propa
gated respecting the origin of church communities, is, we allow, no 
credible witness; at the same time there may be some truth lying at 
the ground of this account. One of these seven, Saturnin, founder of 
the community at Toulouse, becomes known to us by a much older 
document,-the relation of his martyrdom. 

Iremeus, who became bishop of the community at Lyons sometime 
after the above mentioned persecution of 177, speaks of the spread of 
Christianity in Germany.3 But we must here distinguish the different 
parts of Germany, - the districts in subjection to the Roman empire, 
and the still larger portion of free, independent Germany. Very easily 
Inight it happen, that a seed of Christianity should find its way into the 
first of the countries just mentioned, on account of their connection with 
the province of Gaul. But the case was quite difterent with those 
hardy tribes, that so fiercely maintained their ancient state of rudeness 
and freedom, and repelled everything from abroad. Irenreus, it is 

1 Apologet. c. 1. Obsessam vociferantur ditionem, et jam dignitatem transgredi ad 
ci\.jtatem j in agris, in castellis, in insnlis hoc nomen. 
Chriatianos j omnem sexUID, retatem, con· 2 Cap. 4. 

8 Adv. Hrer. 1. I. c. 10. 
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ne, .ys elsewhere,l "Many tribes of the barbarians have the words 
of. salvation, written in their hearts, without paper and ink, by the Holy 
Ghost.." I He recognized, in the ,efficacious power of Christianity, its 
distinguishing nature, by virtue of which, it could reach men in every 
stage of cultivation, and by its divine energy penetrate to their h~a~; 
but it is also certain, that Christianity would nowhere long mamtam 
itself with purity, in its distinguishing essence, unless it entered deep 
into the whole intellectual development of the people, and unless, along 
with the divine life proceeding from it, it gave an impulse, at the same 
time, to all human culture. 

The same IreIll£us is the first who speaks of the diffusion of Christ
ianity in Spain, (i,. Tar•• I(l1Jl/lal") The tradition, which we £nd 
already at the beginning of the fourth century in Eusebius,3 that the 
AposUe Paul had preached the gospel in Spain, canuot, it is true, be 
recei ved as credible testimony; for in those times the propensity was 
but too strong to convert suppositions, inferences and conjectures, not 
always rightly formed, into facts; and so what St. Paul himself writes, 
(Romans xv. 24,) concerning his intention, might easily give occasion 
to this report. But when the Roman Bishop, Clemens, says,4 that the 
AposUe Paul went as far as the bounds of the West, (TefNuX T~' JVuE6J.,6) 
the expression can hardly be understood as referring to Rome; indeed, it 
most naturally applies only to Spain; and as Clemens was probably him
self a disciple of the Apostle, it cannot possibly be supposed that he would 
be deceived in the same manner as might happen with those who came 
a.f\;er him. It must be admitted, we £nd no room for a jouruey of the 
Apostle Paul to Spain, unless we suppose that he was set free from his 
imprisonment mentioned in the Acts, and after his release carried the 
purpose into effect, which he had previously announced. But this we 
must of necessity suppose, if we acknowledge the genuineness of the 
second epistle to Timothy, and cannot bring ourselves to consent to 
very tortuous interpretations of single passages. 

Of the extension of Christianity thus early also to Britain, Tertul
1ian is a witness; 6 although in that quite rhetorically expressed 
passage, that the gospel haq penetrated already into those parts of 
Britain not subjected to the Roman dominion, the truth may be some· 
what exaggerated. A later tradition, in Bede, of the eighth century, 
reports that Lucius, a British king, requested the Roman bishop 
Eleutherus, in the latter part of ~e second century, to send him SOme 
missionaries. But the .peculiarity of .the later British church is evi
dence against its origin from Rome; for in many ritual matters it 
departed from the usage of the Romish church, and agreed much more 
neuly with the churches of Asia Minor. It withstood, for a long 
time, the authority of the Romish papacy. This circumstance would 

lLm.c.4. against all the forced interpretations of 
I Sine charta et atramento scriptam ha. these words, which have been set forth of 

bent.es per Spiritum in cordibus sllis saliltem. late. See my History of the Planting, etc.. 
• L. I. e. 10, § 2. Vol. I. p. 455. 
, F;P' I. v. 5. • Adv. Jud. c. 7. 
I We cannot avoid once more .protesting 
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seem to inqicate, that the Britons had received their Christianity, 
either immediately or through Gaul, from Asia Minor, - a thing quite 
possible and easy, by means of the commercial intercourse. The later 
Anglo-Saxons, who opposed the spirit of ecclesiastical independence 
among the Britons, and endeavored to establish the church supremacy 
of Rome, were uniformly inclined to trace back the church establish
ments to a Roman origin; from which effort many false legends as well 
as this might have arisen. 

We now pass over to the conflicts which the church within the R0
man empire had to sustain with the state. 

3. Persecutions of the Ohristian Ohurch. 
First, the Causes of them. 

It is quite important to a just understanding of the nature of these 
persecutions, to be rightly informed, in the first place, of their causes. 
Many have been surprised, that the Romans, a people in other respects 
so tolerant, should exhibit so impatient and persecuting a spirit against 
the Christians; but whatever is said about the religious tolerance of 
the Romans, must be understood with considerable restriction. The 
ideas of man's universal rights, of universal religious freedom and 
liberty of conscience, were quite alien to the views of the whole 
ancient world. Nor could it be otherwise; since the idea of the state 
was the highest idea of ethics, and within that was included all actual 
realization of the highest good: - hence the development of all other 
goods pertaining to humanity was made dependent on this. Thus the 
religious element also was subordinated to the political. There were 
none but state religions and national gods. It was first and only 
Christianity that could overcome this principle of antiquity, release 
men from the bondage of the world, subvert particularism and the 
all-subjecting force of the political element, by its own generalizing 
Theism, by the awakened consciousness of the oneness of God's image 
in all, by the idea of the kingdom of God, as the highest good, compre
hending all other goods in itself, which was substituted in place of the 
state as the realization of the highest good, whereby the state was 
necessitated to recognize a higher power over itself. Looked at from 
this point of view, which was the one actually taken by the ancient 
world, a defection from the religion of the state could not appear other
wise than as a crime against the stabt.1 

Now all this must be especially true, in its application to the one
sided political principle which swallowed up every other interest, 
peculiar to the ancient Romanism. We recognize this principle in 
what Cicero lays down as a fundamental maxim o~ legislation.2 No 

1 As Varro had before distinguished a morality left to propagate itself in freedom j 
theologia philosophiea et vera, a theologia and legislation, which constrains, threatens 
poetica et mythica, and a theologia civilis, and punishes, - Til 'Vo!-,oiJeTtldw, T3 «var
so Dio Chrysostom, who flourished in the Kaio'V, Til !-'eTU !;1J!-"ar "a, 1TpoaTa~t.)I) i
first half of the second century, (omt. 12,) although he rightly fixes upon the first only, 
distinguishes three sources of religion; the as the universal and original source, whence 
universal religions consciousness, the t!-'t/>v all the rest has been derived. 
TOr a1Taaw u,'V-&pCmOtr E:1Tt'Vota i poetry and 2 De legib. 1. II. c. 8. 
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man shall have for himself particular gods of his own; no man shall 
'Worship by himself any new or foreign gods, unless they are recognized 
by the public laws, (nisi publice adscitos.) Althoug~ the ancient 
laws in the times of the emperors were no longer so strIctly observed, 
although foreign customs had been constantly. g;aining ground in Rome, 
and the ancient policy no less constant~y declmmg, J:"et now t~ere were 
many additional reasons to those WhICh had preVIOusly eXIsted, for 
guarding against the introdu.c!ion of new religions. .Ther~ prev~iled, 
indeed, at this time, a senSItive dread of every thmg wlth WhICh a 
political ai.m could be connected, and the jealousy of despotism could 
be easily induced to suspect political aims, even where nothing of the 
kind was intended. Religion and religious associations seemed well 
calculated to serve as a cover for political plots and conspiracies. 
Hence the advice of Moocenas to Augustus, in the well known dis
course reported by Dio Cassius, where, although the vcry words of 
Moocenas may not be used, yet the historian expresses the prevailing 
views of the Roman state at this period. " Worship the gods in all 
respects according to the laws of your country, and compel all others 
to do the same. But hate and punish those who would introduce any 
thing whatever, alien to our customs in this particular; not alone for 
the sake of the gods, because whoever despises them is incapable of 
reverence for any thing else; but because such persons, by introducing 
new divinities, mislead many to adopt also foreign laws. Hence con
spiracies and secret combinations, - the last things to be borne in a 
monarchy. Suffer no man either to deny the gods,l or to practise 
sorcery." The Roman civilian, Julius Paulus, cites, as one of the ruling 
principles of civil law in the Roman state, the following: "Whoever 
introduced new religions, the tendency and character of which were 
unknown, whereby the minds of men might be disturbed,2 should, if 
belonging to the higher rank, be banished; if to the lower, punished 
with death." It is easy to see, that Christianity, which produced so 
great, and to the Roman statesman so unaccountable an agitation in the 
minds of men, must fall into this class of religiones nOVal. We have 
presented here, then, the two points of view, under which Christianity 
came necessarily into collision with the laws of the state. 1. It 
induced Roman citizens to renounce the rel£gion oj the state, to the 
observance oj which they were bound by the law.~, -to reju,se compliance 
with the "calrimonias Romanas." Hence many of the magistrates, 
who felt n~ personal antipathy to Christianity, cxplained to Christians, 
when aITa~gncd before them, that they might comply, at least out
wardly, wlth what the laws required; viz. observe thc reliO'ious 
e~remonies prescribed by the. state; that the state was concernel'onlY 
WIth the outward act, and m case that were performcd, they miO'ht 
b~lieve and. worship in t~eir h~art, whatever thcy chose; or that thcy 
Dllght. contmue to worship theIr own God, provided only they would 
worship the Roman gods also. 2. It introduced a new religion, rwt 

l'AfJt'tJ Elvat, the very term applied to 2 De quibus animi hominum moventur. 
the Christians. 
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admitted by the laws of the state into the class of religiones licitaJ. 
Hence the common taunt of the pagans against the Christians, accord
ing to TertuIlian; non licet esse vos - " you are not permitted by the 
laws;" and Celsus accuses them of secret compacts, contrary to the 
laws.1 

Without doubt, the Romans did exercise a certain religious tol
eration, but it was a toleration not to be separated from their poly
theistic religious notions and their civil policy, and which, by its own 
nature, could not be applied to Christianity. They were in the habit 
of securing to the nations they had cOlllplered, the free exercise of 
their own religions,2 inasmuch as they hoped by so doing to gain them 
over more completely to their interests, and also to make the gods of 
those nations their friends. The Romans, who were religiously inclined, 
attributed their sovereignty of the world to this policy of conciliating 
the gods of every nation.3 Even without the limits of their own 
country, individuals of these nations were allowed the free exercise of 
their opinions; and hence Rome, into which there was a constant influx 
of strangers from all quarters of the world, became the seat of every 
description of religion. "Men of a thousand nations," says Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus,4 "come to the city, and must worship the gods of their 
country, according to the prevailing laws at home." It doubtless 
happened, that with certain modifications, many things taken from 
these foreign modes of worship, were introduced into the public worship 
of the Roman state; but then a special decree of the senate was 
requisite, before any Roman citizen could be allowed to join in the 
observance of any such foreign rites. At this particular period, indeed, 
when the authority of all national religions was on the wane; when 
the unsatisfied religious need required and sought some new thing; and 
this was offered by the conflux of strangers from all countries into 
Rome; it was frequently the case, that Romans adopted the forms of 
those foreign modes of worship, which did not as yet belong to the 
religions recognized by the state (to the religionibus publice adscitis:) 
but this was an irregularity, which such as possessed any portion of the 
old Roman spirit attributed to the corruptions of the times and the 
decline of ancient manners. Like many other evils, which could not' 
be suppressed, it was left unnoticed. The change, moreover, might be 
the less striking, since those who had adopted the foreign rites, 
observed at the same time the Roman ceremonies. Occasionally, 
however, when the evil threatened to get the npper hand, or when 3 

zeal was awakened in behalf of the ancient manners and civic virtues, 
laws were passed for restraining profane rites (ad coercendos profallos 
ritus) and repressing the growth of foreign superstitions, (the 

1 'nr (JVV{}~Kar KPV!30'1V 7rapa Til vevo Ta oiuia TlfLWITtV ciyeLv /(a~ ola~fiv. Joseph. 
Ulrr!"va 7rowv!'i,,",v. L. I, c. 1. Archreol. I. XVI. c. 2. § 4. 

2 See the words of Marcus Agrippa, in 8 See the Pagan's language in Minucius 
ltis plea. for the religious freedom of the Felix, and in Aristides' Encom. Romm. 
Jews: T~v evoat!,oviav, 1/V VVV TO rrvfL7rav 4 See Aristid. 1. c. and Dionys. Halioar
TjjV av{}pim(,Jv yevor III vfLiir lXtl TOVT'i' nas8. Archreo1. 1. II. c. 19. 
IIeTPOVfLEV, Ttil Ueivat KaTu xwpav etd,rrrot~ 
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valesoere superstitiones externas; 1) every religion, not Rom~n, being 
regarded as a. superstition by the Roman statesman.. Wlth these 
news, it is clear that the best emperors, who were see~g to rest?re 
the old life of the Roman state, must therefore be hostile to Chnst
ianity, which appeared to them only as a supe~~itio externa; while 
worse rulers, with nothing of the old Roman spmt, b!lt a~ the ~ame 
time not rising above the prejudices of a contracted natIOnality, mIght, 
from indifference to the old Roman policy in general, calmly look on 
when Christianity was making encroachments on all sides. 

The Jews also had the free and undisturbed exercise of their religion 
secured to them by decrees of the senate and imperial edicts, and the 
God of the Jews was regarded by many as a powerful national God; 
they accused the people only of narrow-heartedness and intolerance, 
because they hostilely excluded the worship of other gods; or they 
found a reason for this in the jealous character of that Being himself, 
who would have no other gods beside him. Judaism was a religio 
licita for the Jews; and hence the Christians were reproached, as if 
they had contrived, by appearing as a Jewish sect, to slip in at first 
under the cover of a tolerated religion.2 Yat for all this, the Jews 
were by no means allowed to propagate their religion among the 
Roman pagans; - the laws expressly forbade thc latter, under severe 
penalties, to receive circumcision. It was the case, indeed, at this 
time, that the number of proselytes from the pagans was greatly multi
plied. This the public'authorities sometimes allowed to pass unnoticed; 
but occasionally severe laws were passed anew to repress the evil; as 
for instance, by the senate under the emperor Tiberius,3 by Antoninus 
Pius, by Septimius Severns. 

The case was altogether different with Christianity. Here was no 
ancient, national fonn of worship, as in all the other religions. Christ
ianity appeared rather as a defection from a 1'eligio licita, - an 
insurrection against a venerable national faith.4 This is brought as a. 
charge against the Christians, in the spirit of the prevailing mode of 
thinking, by Celsus.D "The Jews," he says, " are a nation by them
selves, and they observe the sacred institutions of their country,
whatever they may be, - and in so doing, act like other men. It is 
right for every people to reverence their ancient laws; but to desert 
them is a crime." Hence the very common taunt thrown out against 
the Christians, that they were neither one thing nor the other, neither 
Jews nor pagans, but genus tertium. A religion for mankind must 
have appeared, - as viewed from that position of antiquity according 

1 Tacitw places together, in a proposition 4 A religion proceeding from an elJ'rMta
to the senate, the phrases "Publica circa IceVa!. 1rpOr ro KOWOV 'TOlV 'Iovna!wv. c. eels. 
bonas a.rtes socordia, et quia externm super I. III. c. 7. For keeping the Christians 
at.itiones valescant." Annal. 1. XL c. 15. united together aEtoxpewr v1roiJelTtr 1] 'a'Tii. 
A lady of rank is accused as superstitionis atr· L. III. c. 14. 
rea. Anna\. \. XIII. c. 32. 6 ~e,v mivrar aviJptJ1rOVr ICara 'Ta 1riirpta 

2 Sub umbraculo religionis saltem licitre. ~~v, OVIC av fUfuj,,'revra{ brt rovrtiJ. Xptan
- Tertnllian. avoilr oe 'Ta 1riirpla ICaraAt1rovrar ICa~ ovJ(

• The senatu8 consultum de sacris lEgyp Ev rl TVyxavovrar ~{Jvor t:lr'Iovoaiol, eylCri!
ms Judaicisque peUendis. Tacit. Annal. 'TWr 1rp0(J7'Ufet11'Jat 'Ii roii 'I1/a01l o,oaa~L II. c. 85. AI\,. L. V. c. 25. 
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to which every nation had its own particular religion, - a thing 'con
trary to nature, threatening the dissolution of all existing order. The 
man that can believe it possible, - says Celsus, - for Greeks and 
Barbarians, in Asia, Europe and Lybia, to agree in one code of religious 
laws, must be quite void of understanding.1 But what had been held 
impossible, seemed more likely every day to be realized. It was now 
perceived, that Christianity steadily made progress among people of 
every rank, and threatened to overthrow the religion of the state, 
together with the constitution of civil society which seemed closely 
interwoven with the same. Nothing else remained, therefore, but 
to oppose the inward power, which men were unwilling to acknowledge, 
by outward force. As well the whole shape and form of the Christian 
worship, as the idea of a religion for mankind, stood in direct contra
diction with the point of religious development hitherto at~ained. It 
excited suspicion to observe, that the Christians had nothing of aU 
that which men were accustomed to find in every other form of wor
ship; nothing of all that which the Jews had in common with the 
pagans. So Celsus calls it the countersign of a secret compact, of an 
invisible order, that the Christians alone would have no altars, images 
or temples.2 Again, the intimate brotherly union which prevailed 
among the Christians, the circumstance that everyone among them, in 
every town where fellow-believers dwelt, immediately found friends, 
who were dearer to him than all the friends of this world - this was 
something that men could not comprehend.S The Roman police were 
utterly unable to fathom the nature of the bond which so united the 
Christians with one another. The jealousy of despotism could every
where easily see or fear political aims. To the Roman statesman, who 
had no conception of the rights of conscience, the unbending will, 
which could be forced by no fear and by no tortures to yield obedience 
to the laws of the state in reference to religion, to perform the pre
scribed ceremonies, appeared a blind obstinacy, inflexibilis obstinatio, 
as men called it. But such an unconquerable wilfulness must have 
presented itself to those rulers, who were accustomed to servile 
obedience, as something extremely dangerous; and many would sooner 
pardon in the Christians their defection from the worship of the gods, 
than their want of reverence for the emperors, in declining to take any 
part in those idolatrous demonstrations of homage which pagan flattery 
had invented, such as sprinkling their images with incense, and swear
ing by their genius, "I will assuredly," said Terlullian, "call the 
emperor my lord - but in the common acceptation - but when I am 
not forced to call him Lord in the place of God. In other respects, I 
am free of him; for I have only one Lord - the Almighty and eternal 
God - the same who is also the emperor's Lord. How should he 
wish to be the Lord, who is the father of his country?" 4 What a. 

1 His words are: '0 1"0;;1"0 olol',vor olow sed more communi, sed quando non cogor
oVcli:v. L. VIII. c. 72. nt dominum Dei vice dicam. Creterum 

2 IIL<TT<'lv "",avoilr "at U.1rOppqTOV "O~V(J libcr sum illi, dominus enim me us unus est, 
via, uuvlJ'lIw. L. VIII. c. 17. Deus omnipotens et reternus, idem qui et 

8 See thc languagc of the pagan in Mi ipsius. Qui pater patrire est, quomodo 
nucius Felix, cited above, at page 76. dominus est ~ Apologet. c. 34. 

f Dicam plane impcratorem dominum, 
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contrast to this free, high-he~d spirit of th~ .Christians, is offere~ in 
the 80rt of language with whIch the supercihous. and self-conce~ted 
philosopher, Celsus, addresses them: "Why should It b.e a wrong thmg, 
then' to acquire favor with the rulers among men,! smce these have 
been' exalted to the control over the things of this world, not without a 
divine providence 1 And when it is required of you to swear by the 
emperor among men, there is nothing so mischievous in this; for what
ever you receive in life, you receive from him." 2 Whenever, on the 
anniversary of the emperor's accession to the throne, or at thc celebra
tion of a triumph, public festivals were appointed, in which al! were 
expected to participate, the Christians alone kept away, to aVOId that 
which was calculated to wound their religious or moral feelings, which 
was uncongenial with the temper of mind inspired by their faith. It 
cannot be denied that, in this case, many went to an extreme, and 
shrunk from joining even in such demonstrations of respect and of joy 
as contained in them nothing that was repugnant to Christian faith and 
decorum, because they were associated in their minds with the pagan 
religion and manners, - such, for example, as the illumination of their 
dwellings, and the decorating them with festoons of laure1.3 On one 
occa&on, a certain sum of money was distributed by the emperor as a 
gratuity among the soldiers. All presented themselves, as was cus
toma.ry, with garlands on their heads, for the purpose of receiving their 
portion; but one Christian soldier came with the garland in his hand, 
because he held the practice of crowning to be a pagan rite.4 Such 
acfB were, indeed, but overdoings of individuals or of a party; - where, 
however, the earnest temper at bottom might deserve respect; - and the 
majority were far from approving such excess of zeal: but the mistake 
of individuals was easily laid to the charge of all. lienee the accusa
tion, so dangerous in those times, of high treason, (crimen majestatis,) 
which was brought against the Christians. Men called them " irrever
ent to the Coosars, enemies of the Crosars, of the Roman people" 
(irreligiosos in Coosares, hostes Cresarum, hostes populi Romani.) In 
like manner, when only a minor party among the Christians regarded 
the occupation of a soldier as incompatible with the nature of Christian 
love and of the Christian calling, it was converted into an accusation 
against all, and against Christianity generally. "Does not the em
peror punish you justly?" says Celsus; "for should all do like you, 
he would be left alone, - there would be none to defend him; the 
rudest barbarians would make themselves masters of the world, and 
every trace, as well of your own religion itself, as of true wisdom, 
would be obliterated from the human race; for believe not that your 
supreme God would come down from heaven and fight for us." :; 

1 TOlk tv (ht'}PW1rOLf .JvVIiOTttr Kal (3ar7L works shine, at nunc lucent tabernre et 
'-Iar Ufvflfvi~e(T{Ta!. janure nostrre, plures jam invenies ethuico

/JMoTa! yap ToVT':' Ta t1r1 riir, Kal ~T! rom fores siue lucernis et laureis, quam
tiv "A.aflf3UVfJf tv rr;, (3ir,J, 1rapa ToVTOV MP.{JU Christianomm. De idololatria, c. 15. 
"It&('. c. Cels. I. VIII. c. 63 et 67. , Tertullian wrote his book, "de coronA 

• TertulJian, in his book, de idololatria, militis," in defence of this soldier against 
complain.~ because 80 many Christians had the accusations he met with from his fellow
DO hesitation to take a share in such feetiv believers. 
iLies. Christ, he observes, had said, Let your 6 L. VllI. c. 68. 

I 
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If the Christians were accused generally of .morosel;r .withdrawing 
themselves from the world and from the courteSieS of clvil and social 
life, this charge was grounded partly in the relation itself of Christianity 
to paganism, as that relation was present to each one's own conscious
ness; hut in part also to a certain one·sided tendency, growing in the 
first place out of the development of the Christian life in its opposition 
to the pagan world. So the Christians were represented as men dead 
to the world, and useless for all affairs of life; 1 dumb in publie
loquacious among themselves; and it was asked, what would become 
of the business of life, if all were like them? 

Of this kind were the causes by which the Roman state was moved 
to persecute the Christians; but all persecutions did not proceed from 
the state. The Clzri8tian8 were often victim8 of the popular rage. 
The populace saw in them the enemies of their gods; and this was the 
same thing as to have no religion at all. The deniers of the gods, the 
atheists, (",'7[0',) was the common name by which the Christians were 
desig;nated among the people; and of such men the vilest and most 
improbable stories could easily gain belief: - that in their conclaves 
they were accustomed to abandon themselves to unnatural lust ; that 
they killed and devoured children; - accusations which we find circu· 
lated, in the most diverse periods, against religious sects that have 
once become objects of the fanatic hatred of the populace. The 
reports of disaffected slaves, or of those fi'om whom torture had wrung 
the confession desired, were next employed to support these absurd 
charges, and to justify the rage of the populace. If in hot climates 
the long absence of rain brought on a drought; if in Egypt the Nile 
failed to irrigate the fields; if in Rome the 1'iber overflowed its banks; 
if a contagious disease was raging; if an earthquake, a famine, or any 
other public calamity occurred, the popular rage was easily turned 
against the Christians. "We may ascribe this," was the cry, "to the 
anger of the gods on account of the spread of Christianity." Thus it 
had become a proverb in North Africa, according to Augustine, "If 
there is no rain, tax it on the Christians." 2 And what wonder is it 
that the people so judged, ·when one who claimed to be a philosopher, 
when ~1 Porphyry assigned as the cause why no stop could be put to a 
contagious and desolating sickness, that by reason of the spread of 
Christianity, Esculapius' influence on the earth was over. 

There was, besides, no want of individuals who were ready to excite 
the popular rage against the Christians; priests, artisans and others, 
who, like Demetrius in the Acts, drew their gains from idolatry; 
magicians, who beheld their juggling tricks exposed; sanctimonious 
Cynics, who found their hypocrisy unmasked by the Christians. When, 
in the time of the emperor Marcus Aurelius, the magician whose life 
has been written by Lucian, Alexander of Abonoteichus, observed that 
his tricks had ceased to create any sensation in the cities, he exclaimed, 
" The Pontus is filled with athcists and Christians;" and called on the 

1 Homines infructuosi in ncgotio, in publico muti, in angulis garruli. See the words of 
the Pag<tn in Minncius Felix. 

2 Non pluit Deus, due ad Christianos. 
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people to stone them if they did not wish to draw down on themselves 
the anger of the gods. He would never exhibit his arts be.fo~e the 
people until he had first proclaimed, "If any Atheist, ChrIstIan or 
Epic~an has slipped in here as ~ sw' let him begone!" ~n appeal 
to popular violence seems, at thIS bme, to have be~n. consIdered the 
most convenient course, by the advocates of relIgIon among the 
pagans.1 Justin Martyr knew that Crescen~, -.one of the common 
Pseudo-cynics of the period, who w~re sancttmo~0.us demagogues,
attempted to stir up the people agamst the ChnstIa?,s; and. that ~e 
had threatened Justi!l's own life, because he had strIpped hIm of hIS 
disguise. . . 

From these remarks on the causes of the persecutIOns, the conclu
sion is obvious that until Ohristianity had been reeeived, by express 
laws of the St;te, into the elass of lawful religions, (~eligioncs ~ir:!tce,) 
the Ohristians could 1Wt enjoy allY geuel'al and eertam tranqudltty tn 
the exercise of their religion,. within the Roman empire they. were 
constantly exposed to the rage of the popula~e and to tlte mahee.of 
individuals. We shall now proceed to consIder the ever-changIng 
situation of the Christian church, under the governments of the 
several emperors who were so differently affected towards it. 

4. Situation of the Christian Chureh under the several Emperors. 

It is related by Tertullian,2 of the emperor Tiberius, that he was 
moved by Pilate's report concerning the miracles of Christ and his 
resurrection, to propose to the senate, that Christ should be received 
among the gods of Rome; but that the senate set aside the proposition, 
lest they might yield somewhat of their ancient prerogative of deciding 
all matters relating to "new religions," upon their own movement 
(e motu proprio;) that the emperor, however, did not wholly desist 
from his object, but went so far at least, as to threaten with severe pen
alties all such as should accuse the Christians on the ground of their 
religion. But an author so wanting in critical judgment as Tertullian, 
cannot possibly be received as a credible witness for a story which 
wears on its face all the marks of untruth. Should the account be 
considered as an exaggerated one, but as still having some slight 
measure of truth at its foundation, even such an hypothesis could not 
be maintained; though it amounted to no more than this, that the 
emperor once proposed to grant to the Christians a free toleration. It 
is neither credible, on the ground of Pilate's character, that what he 
saw in Christ !ef't: on him any such lasting impression as this account 
assumes; ~or IS It probable that any such effect would have been pro
du~ed by !lls r~port on th~ mind of Tiberius. Certainly it would not 
be m keepmg WIth the servile character of the senate under Tiberius for 
them to act, as they must have acted, according to this account; ~d 
as there were no accusers as yet of a Christian sect there was no 
?Ccasi?n for passing a law against such accusers. In fadt, the succeed
mg history shows that no such previous law of Tiberius could have 

1 Soo the Timocles in Lucian's Jupiter Tragoed. S .Apologet. c. I) et 21. 
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existed. Probably Terlullian had allowed himself to be deceived by 
BOrne spurious document. ' 

At first, the Christians were confounded with the Jews; conse
quently, the order issued under the emperor Claudius, in the year 53, 
for the banishment of the turbulent Jews, would involve the Christians 
also, if there were any at that time in Rome, and if Christianity made 
its first converts there among Jews, who continued to observe the Jew
ish customs. Suetonius says, "the emperor Claudius expelled the 
Jews from Rome, who were constantly raising disturbances, at the 
instigation of Chrestus." 1 We could suppose, that some factious Jew 
then living, of this name, one of the numerous class of Jewish freedmen 
in Rome, was intended. But as no individual so universally known as 
the Chrestus of Suetonius seems to have been considered by that writer, 
is elsewhere mentioned; and as the name of Christus (XQlu·ro.) WI!8 
frequently pronounced Chrestus (X/l~UTO.) by the pagans; it is quite 
probable that Suetonius, who wrote half a century after the evento 
throwing together what he had heard about the political expectations 
of a Messiah among the Jews, and the obscure and confused accounts 
which may have reached him respecting Christ, was thus led to express 
himself in a manner so vague and indefinite. 

Christianity meanwhile, had been continually making progress among 
the pagans in the Roman empire.; and the worship of God, shaped 
according to the principles of the apostle Paul, rendered it no longer 
possible to mistake the Christians for a Jewish sect. Such was the 
case particularly with the Roman communities, as the persecution, soon 
to be mentioned, shows; for this could not have arisen, if the Christ
ians, as men who were descended from Jews and observed the Mosaic 
laws, had been held to be simply a sect of that people. They must 
have already drawn on themselves, in the capital of the world, the 
fanatical hatred of the populace, as the tertium genus, neither one 
thing nor the other. Already had the popular feeling given currency 
to those monstrous reports above noticed, of unnatural crimes to which 
the secret sect of these enemies of the gods abandoned themselves.~ 
It was not the principles of the civil law of the empire, - it was this 
popular hate, which furnished the occasion for this first persecution of 
the Christians in Rome. But its immediate cause was something 
wholly accidental; and that precisely so reckless a monster as Nero 
must be the first persecutor of the Christians, was likewise owing im· 
mediately to a concurrence of accidental circumstances. Yet there 
was something intrinsically significant in the fact, that the individual by 
whom the renunciation of everything on the side of the divine and 
moral was most completely carried out, that the impersonation of 
creaturely will revolting against all higher order, must give the first im· 
pulse to the persecution of Christianity. 

The moving cause which led Nero, in the year 64, to vent his fury 
against the Christians, was originally nothing else than a wish to divert 

1 Impulsore Chresto assidue tumultuan- (Annal. 1. XV. c. 44,) "per flagitia. invillla, 
tea Roma. expulit. quos vulgus Christianos appelIabat," mllS& 

2 We believe the passage in Tacitus, have reference to these reports. 



from himeelf the suspicion of 1Jeing the author of the conflagration of 
Rome and to fix the guilt on others; and as the Christians were already 
becOU:e objects of popular hatred, and the fanatic mo~ were prepared 
to believe them capable of any sha!l'eful crime th~t nught be c~a:ged 
upon them, such an accusation, if brought agam~t the ChrIstIans, 
would be most easily credited.l He could make himself popular by 
the sufferings inflicted on a. c~ass ~fmen h~ted by.the people, and at ~he 
aame time secure a. new gratification for hUl satanlC cruelty. All bemg 
seized whom the popular hate had stigmatized as Christians, and there
fore profligate men,lI it might eaaily happen that some who were not 
really Christians would be included in the number.3 

Those arrested lU! Christians were now, by the emperor's commands, 
executed in the most cruel manner. Some were crucified; others 
sewn up in the skins of wild beaats and exposed to be torn in pieces by 
dogs; others, again, had their garments smeared over with some com
bustible material, and were then set on fire to illuminate the public 
gardens at night. 

This persecution was not, indeed, in its immediate effects, a general 
one; but fell exclusively on the Christians in Rome, accused as the 
incendiaries of the city. Yet what had occurred in the capital, could 
not fail of being attended with serious consequences affecting the situa
tion of the Christians,-whose religion, moreover, was an unlawful one, 
- throughout all the provinces. 

The impression which this first and truly horrible persecution, by 
.. man who presented so noticeable a contrast with the great historical 
phenomenon of Christianity, left behind it, endured for a long time on 
the minds of the Christians. Nor was it altogether without truth, when 
the image of the Antichrist, - the representative of that last reaction of 
the power of ungodliness against the divine government and against 
Ohristianity,-was transferred to so collossal an exhibition of selt:will 
rebelling against all holy restraints, and even passing over to the side 
of the unnatural,4 aa was presented in the character of Nero. It may 
often be observed, that the impression left by a man in whom an impor
tant principle, connected with the history of the world, has manifested 

1 Abolendo rumori subdidit reos, says 
Tacitu8 of Nero. 

t Quos per flagitia iuvisos VUlgus Chris· 
tiaaos appel\abat, says Tacitus. 

• In the iuterpretatioR of Tacitus' account 
of this transaction, several points may be 
doubtful. When he sars. Primo corrept~ 
qui fatebantur, the question arises, what did 
they confess 1 - that they had set the fire, 
or that they were Christians 1 When he 
aays, Deinde judicio eorum multitudo ingens 
haud perinde in crimine incendii, quam 
odio humani generis convicti 8unt, the 
question occurs, does the latter refer to all, 
to thOle that .. confessed," as well .. the rest, 
- 80 that, by Tllcitus, all are pronounced
free from the alleged crime of being the 
authon or the contiagration j or do the words 
refer onl,. &0 the multhudo iapu, 10 ~ 

the first named class, qui fatebantur, were 
designated as being really guilty of sett~ng 
fire to the city 1 If the latter be the case, 
aud if the faten is to be referred to the 
incendium, aud this account deserves confi
dence throughout, we must conceive he. 
of persons actually employed by Nero for 
the perpetration of the deed; - not Chris
tians, but such as the people designated by 
the name of Christians, - hated, abomina
ble men. These, perhaps with the hope oC 
bettering their fate, may then have de
nounced manv others as Christians, among 
whom may have been some who really 
Were, and others who were not such. 

I A characteristic trait of Nero, as de
smibed bv TacituR, -" incredibilium CQo 
pitor." Annal. 1. XV. c. 42. 
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itself, or from whom a great power of destruction has gone, forth, is not 
80 immediately effaced, nor room allowed for the thought that such a 
person has really ceased to exist; as we see in the examples of the 
emperor Frederic II., and of Napoleon. So it was in the case of this 
monstrous exhibition of the power of evil. The rumor prevailed among 
the heathen people, that Nero was not dead, but had retired to some 
place of secrecy, from which he would again make his appearance,l-a 
rumor which several adventurers and impostors took advantage of for 
their own ends. Now this rumor assumed also a Christian dress, and it 
ran, that Nero had retired beyond the Euphrates, and would return as 
the Antichrist,2 to finish what he had already begun, the destruction of 
that Babylon, the Qapital of the world. 

Since the despotic Domitian, who ascended the imperial throne in 81, 
was in the practicc of cncouraging informers, and of removing out of the 
way, under various pretexts, those persons who had excited his suspicions 
or his cupidity, the charge of embracing Christianity would, in this reign, 
be the most common one after that of high treason (crimen majestatis.~) 
In consequence of such accusations, many were condemned to death, or 
to the confiscation of their property and banishment to an island.4 

The emperor moreover was secretly informed that two individuals 
were living in Palestine, of the race of David and Jesus, who were 
engaged in seditious undertakings. The seditious tendency of the 
Jewish expectations of a Messiah were already well known, and the 
language of the Christians, in speaking of the kingdom of Christ, was 
often misunderstood.5 He caused the individuals who had been accused 
to be brought before him, and convinced himself that they were poor, 
innocent countrymen, quite incapable of engaging in any political 
schemes; he therefore allowed them to return in peace to their homes.6 

But from this, certainly~ it cannot be inferred, that the emperor re
voked those measures which had been adopted against the Christians 
generally, and which had another motive.7 

The emperor N erva, who assumed the government in the year 96, 
was by the natural justice and philanthropy of his character, an enemy 
to that whole system of information and sycophancy whieh had been 
the occasion of so much evil in the time of his predecessors. This of 

1 The words of Tacitus are: Vario super god, and for the Jews a lawful religioD, 
exitu ejus rumore eoque pluribus vivere could, a fortiori, be brought against the COD
eum fingentibus credentibusque. Hist. 1. version to Christianity.
II. c. 8. 4 Besides Dio Cassius, another historian 

2 In the Pseudo-Sibylline books: Elr' cited in the chronicle of Eusebills, namely. 
ttva~af1~!ft [l1al;(,)l' {Jec;, aVTOl'. Bruttius, says that many suffered martyr· 

8 The words of Dio Cassius,!. LXVII. dom under the reign of this emperor. 
c. 14: 'Ey~A7/f'a u{JeOT7/TOr, v<f/ 1ir Kat UAAOt 6 For evidence of this, see Justin Martyr. 
elr Ta TWl' 'Iov<lat(,)v i/{J7/ UO~iAAol'ref .".oA (Apolog. 1. II. c. 58.) 'AxOVl1aVTe~ /3al1t. 
,"02 KaTeOtKau1'J7/l1aV. The uniting of the Ariav Trp0I100~Wl'Tar ~uii" ILI(ptT(')f UII{JpW
charge of u{JeoT1/r with that of an inclina TrtVOl' Aiyetl' r,p.iir VTrftAn</>are. 
tion to Jewish ~ustoms, may have allusion 6 Hegesippus in Euseb.l. III. c. 19 and 20. 
to Christianity, if u{JdJT7/r is not to be un 7 Tertulhan certainly expresses himself 
derstood as barely referring to the denial of in too general 1\ manner, when he says, 
the gods of the state religion. A t all (Apologet. c 5,) that Domitian rn~d~ bUI 
events, the charge of u{JeOT1/f;, if applied to one attempt to persecute the ChTIStulns i 
the embracing of Judaism, which was at but that he desisted from his purpose, anti 
least the worship of a well·known national recalled those tha~ had been banished. 
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itself W8.9 favorable to the Christians, inasmuch as the crime of passing 
over to their religion had been one of the most common subjects of 
accusation. N erva set at liberty those who had been cond.emned on 
charges of this nature, and recalled such as had been banIShed; he 
caused all the slaves and freedmen, who had appeared as accusers of 
their masters to be executed. He forbade generally the accusations 
of slaves ag;inst their masters to be received. All this must have 
operated favorably on the Christians, as the complaints brought against 
them proceeded frequently from ill-disposed slaves. Accusations on 
Buch accounts as had furnished the matter of the great number of con
demnations under the preceding reign, were in general no longer to be 
allowed; and among these Christianity was probably included.1 Thus 
it is true, the complaints against the Christians m~st, during .t~e short 
reign of N erva, have been suspended; yet no lastmg tranquillIty was 
secured to them, since their religion was not recognized by any public 
act as a religio lidta,. and we may easily conceive, that if Christianity, 
during these few years, could be diffused without opposition, the fury 
of its enemies, which had been held in check, would break forth with 
fresh violence on this emperor's death. 

These consequences ensued under the reign of Trajan, after the year 
99; since this emperor, a statesman in the Roman sense, could not 
overlook the encroachments on all sides of a religious community so 
entirely repugnant in its character to the Roman spirit. And the law 
issued by him against close associations, (the Hetrerire,) for the pur
pose of suppressing the factious element in many districts, might easily 
be turned against the Christians, who formed a party so closely united 
together. !twas at this time, (A. D. 110,) the younger Pliny, whose 
noble susceptibility to all purely human feelings shines forth so amiably 
in his letters, came, as proconsul of Bithynia and Pontus, into countries 
over which many Christians were dispersed. A great number of them 
were arraigned before his tribunal. He was thrown into embarrass
ment, as he had never befQre taken a share in such transactions; as 
there was no settled law on the matter, except the general principles of 
the civil law of the empire, relating to " religiones novre et peregrinre," 
and as the number of the accused was so great; "for many," he writes 
to the emperor, "of all ages, of every rank, and of both sexes would 
be involved in the danger; for the contagion of this superstition has 
seized not only cities, but also the villages and open country." The 
temples were deserted, the ordinary rites of worship could not for a 
long time be celebrated, and victims for sacrifice were rarely purchased.2 

Pliny, like a lo.ver of justice, ~id not allow himself to prejudge the case, 
but took all pams to mform hunself as to the character of the Christian 
sect. ~e. questioned ~uch as had for many years been separated from 
the ChrlstIan commumty, and apostates are usually little inclined to 

1 Dio Cassius mentions, in connection ~ Plin. 1. X. ep. 97. Prope jam desolata 
with the crimen majestatis, the charge of templa, sacm solennia din intermissa, vic
luti{Jeta, also of the lovclalJ,il~ {Jtilr, although timre, quarum adhuc rarissimus omlor in
eertainly b'y' aal-(3eta, we are not to nnde: veniebatur. 

ltand &he uiteoT1/r, or ChrisLianity. 
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speak well of the society to which they formerly belonged. Following 
the brutal custom of Roman justice, which paid no regard to man's 
universal rights, he applied torture to two female slaves, who held the 
office of deaconesses in the Christian communities, for the purpose of 
extorting from them the truth. And after all he could learn only, that 
the Christians were in the custom of meeting together on a certain day, 
(Sunday;) that they then united in a hymn of praise to their God, 
Christ; and that they bound one another,I - not to the commission of 
crimes,2 - but to refrain from theft, from adultery; to be faithful in 
performing their promises, to withhold from none the property intrusted 
to their keeping;3 that after this they separated, and met again in the 
evening at a simple and innocent meal.4 But these latter assemblies 
had been discontinued in compliance with the emperor's edict against 
the Hetrerire. 

If we compare Pliny with his friend Tacitus, so far as it concerns 
their relation to Christianity, the former distinguishes himself at once 
by the greater freedom and impartiality of his judgment. Tacitus, 
without entering into any further investigation of the facts, allows him
self to be swayed by his prejudices against everything not Roman, 
against a religion coming from the Jews, the founder of which had been 
executed by the order of a Roman governor, a religion which found so 
many adherents among people of the lower class; he is carried away 
by the popular reports which fell in with those prejudices. He reckons 
Christianity among the many new and bad customs, which from all 
quarters of the world flowed together and found sympathy in the great 
capital, Rome.5 He sees in it nothing but an exitiabilis superstitio,
in the Christians, only homines per flagitiis invisos, - men hateful for 
their crimes, and who deserved the severest punishments.6 Pliny does 
not allow himself to be hurried at once to a conclusion by his own 
prejudices or prevailing rumors. He considers it his duty to enter into 
a careful investigation of the case, before he decides. The result of 
his inquiry was favorable to the Ohristians, in so far as the judgment 
was based on purely moral grounds, and the general right of mankind 
to freedom in the worship of God was recognized. But Pliny shares in 
common with Tacitus the partial and contracted views of the Roman 
statesman, which prevented him from taking that elevated stand. He 
sees in a religion which absorbs the whole interest of men, and makes 
them forget everything else, nothing but a superstitio prava,T - or as 
we might express it, by converting the phrase into modern language, a 
misty pietism. He requires, inasmuch as he looks upon religion as a. 
matter of the state, unconditional obedience to the laws of the empire. 

1 An allusion to the baptismal vow, the t Plainly in contradiction of the popular 
sacramentum militire Chnstianre, to which rumors respecting those unnatural repasta 
there is frequent reference in the practical of the ChristiaDll, the epu\re Thyestere. 
homilies. 6 Quo cuncta undique atrocia aut puden· 

2 A plain contradiction of those popular da confluunt celebranturque. 
ramors respecting the objects had in view in 6 Sontes et novissima exempla meritOll. 
the secret assemblies among the Christians. 7 Not exitiabilis, because he was obliged 

8 Whoever by Buch a sin violated his to acknowledge that the Christians were 
baptismal vow, was excluded from the fel· blameless in their lives. 
lowship of the church. 
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With the charaeter of the religion he has nothing to do. Wb~tever that 
might be, defiance of the imperiallav.:s m~st be severely pumsh-:d.1 

The Christians must deny their faIth, mvoke the gods, offer mce~se 
and pour out libations before the imag~ of the emperor,. together WIth 
the images of the gods, and curse ChrIst. If they dechned so to.do, 
and, after having been thrice called upon, by the governor, to ~b~ure 
their faith continued steadfastly to confess that they were ChnstIans 
and would' remain ~o Pliny condemned them to death, as obstinate , • h
confessors of a religio illicita, who dared publicly defy the laws of t c 
empire. They who complied with the goyernor's terms, were pardoncd. 

It is no matt{'r of wonder, considering the rapid and powerful 
spread of Christianity in this c~untry, if the faith of many, who had 
come over to the religion during the reaceful times of Nerva, was of 
no such nature as to stand the trial of persecution. Sudden and 
extensive conversions of this kind are not apt to prove the most 
thorough. So was it in the present case; many who had embraced 
Christianity, or were on the point of embracing it, drew back at the 
threatening prospect of death, and the consequences of this change 
were vis~ble in the increase of the numbers who participated in the 
public religious ceremonies. 

In observing the effect of his measures, Pliny fell into the same mis
take into which statesmen, crafty in all other things, have often fallcn, 
with regard to concerns which stand related to what is highest and most 
free in human nature. The happy issue which for the moment seemed 
to attend the course he had chosen, led him to hope that by degrees 
the new sect might easily be suppressed, if the samc method should 
continue to be pursued; if severity were suitably blended with mild
ness; if the obstinate were punished to terrify the others, while such 
as were disposed to retract, were not driYen to desperation by the 
refusal of pardon. 

In submitting the report of these transactions to the emperor Trajan,2 
he requested his advice particularly on the following questions: 
whether a distinction was to be made of different ages, or the young and 
tender were to be treated precisely in the same way with the more ma
ture ? 3 whether any time was to be allowed for repentance, or every 
person who had once been a Christian was in every case to be punish
ed? whether the Christians were liable to punishment simply as such, 
or only .on account of other offences? It is plain, from the judicial 
proceedmgs of Pliny above described, how most of these questions 
ought, according to his own view of the case, to be answered; and the 
empc:or appro~ed of t~ese proceedings; moreover, in deciding the 
questlOn~ ~ubIDltted.to hiS auth0t?ty, he went on the same principles. 
The Christians, he did not place m the same class with ordinary crim

1 His words are: Neque enim dubitabam indubitable marks of genuineness on its 
qualecunque esset, quod faterentur, pervi~ face. No one but the Roman statesman 
caciam certe et inflexibilem obstinationem conld so write on the affair. 
debere punin. • This question was probably occasioned 

• L. X. ep. 97. This report of Pliny bv the fact that many children and youth (see
which we have followed thus far, bean th~ above) were found among the ClUistians. 
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inaJs, for whom the governors in the provinces caused searoh to be made 
by the police.1 They were not to be sought after; but when infOl"fQo 

tion was lodged against them, and they were arraigned before the 
tribunal, they must be punished. In what way, the emperor doee not 
explain; he even admits that on this point no certain rule of general 
application, could be given.2 It appears, however, that the punishment 
was generally understood to be death. Moreover, Trajan accorded 
pardon to such as manifested repentance. 

As early a Christian writer as 1'ertullian found that this decision 
involved a contradiction. If the emperor considered the Christians as 
guilty, he ought to have directed that, like all other criminals, they 
should be sought out and delivered over to punishment; if he regarded 
them as innocent, punishment was in aU cases alike unjust. Without 
doubt, a correct judgment, when the matter is considered in its purely 
moral aspect; but this was not the view of it taken by the emperor. 
He stood in the position of a politician and a iudge, governed by the 
laws of the Roman State. He was of the opinion, that open contempt 
of the" Roman ceremonies," open resistance to the laws of the empire, 
could not be suffered, in any case, to go unpunished, even though no 
act was connected with it of a m.orally punishable nature.3 Thus the 
emperor believed himself obliged to proceed, whenever such unlawful 
conduct attracted public attention; but he wished, as far as possible, 
to ignore it, so that indulgence might be exercised to the full extent 
compatible with due regard for the laws. Agreeing with Pliny, that 
Christianity was but a fanatic delusion, he too probably intagined, that 
if severity were tempered with clemency, if too much notice were not 
to be taken of the matter, and if open offences were neither suffered to 
go unpunished, nor prosecuted with rigor, the hot enthusiaf.!m would 
easily cool to indifference, and the cause gradually expire of its own 
accord. If Christianity had possessed no higher principle, the result 
would have justified the emperor's opinion. 

The change produced by the rescript of Trajan was this: Christ
ianity, which hitherto had tacitly passed for an "unlawful religion," 
(a religio illicita,) Wag now condemned as such by an express law.4 

1 The elpll"iipxovr, Curiosos. ploymcnt of this name. But when Tibel·i
2 Neque enirn in univcrsum aliquid, quod an says, that he had not become tired of 

quasi certam formam habeat, constitui po destroying the Christians, this assuredly 
test. does not agree very well with the above· 

S Like Pliny; see his language cited on cited rescript of Trajan, which expressly 
pale 99, note l. commands that the Clristians should not 

According to a document preserved in be sought oj!e,.. And the statement that the 
the chronicle of Johannes Malalas, (I. Xl. Christian. hastened to surrender themselves, 
p. 273, ed Niebuhr,) Tiberianus, Prrefect of hardly agrees with the times. It wa~ the. 
Palestina prima, had iuformerl the empe more violent persecutions, which first railed 
ror, that the Christians offered themselves forth such an enthusiastic tendency. Neith
in crowds, and that nothing could be ac· er can we regard the report of the martyr
complished by the effusion of blood. Moved dom of the bishop Ignatius of Antioch 88 
by this information, the emperor issued a 1\ document belonging to this period. In 
new edict, forbidding the execution of the this narrath·e we do not recognize the Em
Christians. Against the authenticity of the peror Trajan, and therefore feel oursel,.ea 
writing here communicated, we would not compelled to entertain doubts, with regard
adduce the name "Galileans," which is ap to every thing reported in this account; .. 
plied to the Christians in no other document for example, that Christians were Rlready, 
of this period. There might have been in the reign of this emperor, thrown to 
lOme particular local reason for the em- wild beasts. 

http:oursel,.ea
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It was the emperor's design, that the Christians sh0n!d be subjected 
only to legal trials; but the impulse had be.en now gIy~n to a ~oye
ment to which no limit.s could be fued. Wlth the political Opposltlon 
associated itself the religious, which exercises ~ vastl! greater P?wer 
on men's passions. The open w~r of pa~amsm With the spm~al 
might that threatened its dest~uctlOn was hghte~ up. T.he fanatlcal 
rage of the populace imagine~ I~ had found ~ pomt of um~n and sup
port in the laws, and the ChrIstlans were lald bare to theIr assa~lts. 
These commenced in the first years of the government of HadrIan, 
who was elevated to the imperial throne in 117. There were govern
ors who looked on the shedding of human blood with indifference, and 
who were very ready to sacrifice persecuted men to the popular fury, 
in order to gain for themselves the good will of their provinces, or who 
also shared in the fanaticism of the people. They might the more 
easily believe they could pursue this course with impunity, or even 
with the emperor's approbation, because they knew he was ardently 
a.ttached to the sacred customs (the sacra) of his country. When, in 
the year 124, he made a tour through Greece, and procured himself to 
be initiated into all the Hellenic mysteries, the enemies of Christianity 
thought it a favorable opportunity to begin their persecutions of the 
hated sect. The two learned Christians, Quadratus and Aristides, 
were hence induced to present, each of them, to the emperor, an 
apology in behalf of their companions in the faith. But a still greater 
influence than could possibly have come from such apologetic writings, 
was doubtless produced on an emperor who loved justice and social 
order, by the representations of Scrrenins Granianus, proconsul of 
Asia Minor, who complained of the disorderly attacks of the populace 
on the Christians. In consequence of this complaint, the emperor 
issued a rescript to his successor in office, Minucius Fundanus.1 

Hadrian declared himself decidedly against a practice, whereby the 
innocent might be disturhed, and opportunity would be given to false 
accusors of extorting money by threatening to bring before the tribu
nal such as were suspected of Christianity.2 No accusations against 

1 The genuineness of the rescript is 
proved, not only by its being cited in an 
apology which the bishop Melito of Sardis 
addressed to the second guccessor of this 
emperor, (Euseb.l. IV.c. 26,) but still more 
clearly by its contents; for it cannot be snp
posed, that a Christian would have been 
,contented with saying so little to the ad
vantage of his fellow·believers. That Ha
drian treated the Christians with "cntleness, 
appears evident from the praise" b('stowed 
on him by some Christian, who probably 
wrote not long after this time, in the fifth 
book of the Pseudo·Sibyllines: 'Apyvpo. 
ICpavoc av~p, T'i' d' £rrrrem, 1" oVvop.a 1rOVTOV, 
laTat Ka, 1ravuptaror av'iJp Ka~ 1rUVTa vo~rret. 

I am of the opinion that Rnfinus had 
before bim the Latin original, but tbat 
Eusebius, as usual, bas not translated with 
nfticieot accuracy. Eusebiu! says, (1. VI. 

9't 

c. 9,) Zva p.'iJ TolC (f1JKOtpUVTatC X0p1Jy£a Ka
KovpyiaC 1raparr;re-itij. Rufinus, ne calnm
niatoribus latrocinandi tribuatur occasio. 
It is not easy to see, how it could ever oc
cur to Rllfinus to translate the O'eneral term 
KaKovpyia, into the special one~latrocinatio: 
when the context furnished no occasion 
whatsoever for such a change; while on tbe 
other hand, it is easy to see how Eusebins 
might loosely employ a general term to ex
press the special one of the origina\. La
trocinari is here synonymons with concutere 
elsewhere. Tertullian's words to the Gov
ernor Scapula, when the latter began to ap
pear as a persecutor, may serve to explain 
the sense: Parce provincire, qure, visa in. 
tentione tna, obnoxia facta est con~ussioni
bus et militum et inimirorum 5uorum 
cujl1sque. 

I 
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Christians were to be received, but such as were in the legal fann; the 
Christians were no loncrer to be arrested on mere popular clamor. 
When legally brought to

b 

trial, and convic~ed of doi~g contrary to the 
laws,! they were to be punished accordmg to thelr deserts; but a 
severe punishment was also to be inflicted on false accusers. Similar 
rescripts were sent by the emperor to many other provinces.2 If by 
"doing contrary to the laws" in this rescript, were meant criminal 
conduct, or any infraction of civil order, without reference to religion, 
we should bc obliged to consider it as a proper edict of toleration, 
whereby Christianity was received into the class of "lawful religions; " 
but ha~l thi~ been the emperor's intention, he would certainly have 
explained more distinctly what was meant by acts contrary to the laws. 
After the rescript of Trajan, a particular declaration, distinctly 
expressed, was required, unless the silence itself was to be pcrmitted to 
operate to the disadvantage of the Christians.3 Hadrian's rescript 
was properly directed only against the attacks of the excited populace 
on such as were rcported to be Christians; it only required a legal 
form of trial, tvhieh had been also the will of Trajan. At best, the 
vague expressions of the rescript might be turned to the advantage of 
the Christians, by those who were so disposed.4 It was not so much 
his regard for Christianity, or the Christian people, as his love of jus
tice, that led the emperor to the adoption of these measures; for Ha
drian, as we have already remarked, was a strict and zealous follower 
of the old Roman, and, it may be added, the old Grecian religions, and 
looked upon the sacred rites of foreigners with disdain.5 This temper 
of mind shines out through the remarkable letter which the emperor 
wrote to thc Consul Servianus.6 It is true, Christianity, in itself, 
forms no part of the subject of this letter, but is only introduced by the 
way. He is speaking simply of the multifarious and restless activity of 
the Alexandrians, of their polypragmatie character, and of the peculiar 
religions syncretism, which had sprung up in that common centre of the 
commerce of the world. A vein of sarcasm runs through the whole. 
"Those who worship Serapis," says Hadrian, "arc Christians, and 
those who call themselves bishops of Christ, are worshipers of Sera
pis. '1'hcrc is no ruler of a synagogue, no Samaritan, no presbyter of 

1 "Eos advcrsllru leges quirqumn ngcre. acquittal of Christians. V csprollius Can· 
2 According to Melito of Sardis. Sec didu,.; dismis,ed a Christian who had been 

Euscb. I. I V. c. 26. aITaigned before him, because it was con· 
3 If Melito of Sardis (I. c.) says after trMy to good order to follow the clamor of 

ward~ to the I~mpcror l\iarC'us ....t\.urcliu,,>, the multi tUlle, (quasi tumultuosum civibus 
that his pr('(\e"cs>ors ha,l honored Christi mtisf'.cerc.) Another, PlIdcns, observing 
Ilnity together with oth",' mo,lc, of worship, from the protocol (eloO'illm) with which a 
1fpr)r Talr;; (t.AI,ar~' 191"1(T/\.('iarC iri(L7J(uw, vcry CIlristian wa.s sent ov~r to him, that he 
little ('an he inferred from this; for whoe," han heen seized ill a disorner1v manner and 
cr chimed an emperor's protection for with threats, (eoneussionc ejus intellecta,) 
Christianity, would naturally make the dismissed him, with the remark, that in 
most of what h:l(\ heen done. or seemed to conformity with the laws, he could not hear 
have heen done, for tho Christians, hy his men, whcre there was no certain, legal ac
pre(lrces,;ol". Cuser. 

~ Tertullian (ad Scapulam, c. 5,) cites 5 Vid. .LElius Spartian. vita Hadriani, 
the example,.; of two m"~istrutcs who took c.22. 
ad vantage of this rescript, to procure the 6 Flavii Vopisci Satuminus, c. 8. 
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the Christians, who i$ not an astrologer, a. soo~hsayer. The patriarch 
of the J e'Ws himself, when he carnes to Egypt, IS forced by one party to 
'WOrship Serapis, by the other, Christ.! They have bu~ on~ G~~, who 
is none. Him Christians Jews, and all races, worshIp alike. He 
touches on christianity ~erely as one element in this mixture of reli
gions. The picture fl~ating before h~s. ~nd is. rather .the general 
aspect of Alexandrian life, o~ such exhi~ltlOns of l~ as m!ght be pre
sented, for example, in GnostIC sects, wb,ioh started .mto ~xI.st~nce t~ere 
as purely Christian communities. At the same time, It. IS Imposl'uble 
not to perceive from this description, how very far HadrIan was from 
respecting Christianity, or monotheistic religion generally. 

The account, therefore, appears incredible, which we have from a 
historian belonging to the early part of the fourth century, lElius Lam
pridius,S that the emperor had it in view to pla.ce Christ among the 
Roman gods, and hence caused to be erected, in all the cities, temples 
without images, which were called" Hadrian's temples" (tempi a Hadri

. ani)~ ; but that he was prevented, by the representations of the priests, 
from carrying out his design. This report probably sprung from the 
same source with that of so many other fictitious legends, - the desire 
of accounting for something, the true cause of which was unknown; in 
the present case, from the desire of explaining the object of these tem
ples, which had been left unfinished. United with this, was the exag
gerated opinion, resting on a few misapprehended facts, of the empe
ror's favorable disposition towards Christianity. On so slender a foun
dation, men thought themselves warranted to transfer to this emperor 
a. mode of thinking which they found in others who came after him,-as, 
for instance, in Alexander Severus. 

Under this government, so favorable to the Christians in the Roman 
empire, they suffered a serious persecution in another quarter. A 
certain Barcochba,-who pretended to be the Messiah, and under whom, 
as their leader, the Jews once more revolted against the Romans,
endeavored to prevail on the Christians in Palestine to renounce their 
faith, and join in the insurrection. Failing of his purpose, he caused 
those that fell into his hands to be executed in the most cruer manner. 

After the death of Hadrian, A. D. 138, the rescripts issued by him 
lost. their power; at the same time, under the government of his suc
cessor, Antoninus Pius, various public calamities, famine, an inundation 
of the Tiber, earthquakes in Asia. Minor and in the island of Rhodes 
ra.vaging. fires at Ro~e,.Antioch and Carthage, rekindled the popula: 
fllryagamst the Chnstians to greater violence than ever.s The mild 
and philanthropic emperor could not a.pprove of such injurious treat

1 lUi, qni Serapim colunt, Chrlstiani snnt, aeterized the clMs whom he calls .. Grrecu. 
et devoti sunt Serapi, qui se Christi episco Ii." Sat. III. v. 75. 

pos dicunt. Nemo Hlie archisynagogus 
 2 Unns ilIis Deus nuUus est. Hunc Chris. 
Judaeorum, nemo Samarite8, nelDO Christi tiani, hunc Judrei, hune omnes venerantnr 
&Borum presbyter non mathelDaticus, non et~ntes.
haruspex, non aliptes. Compare this with Alex. Sever. c. 24.
Juvenal's description of the braggart: dis "Aoptavela, mentioned already in Aristid,
position, the boastful pretension to clear orat. sacr. 1. 
understanding of all matters, which char 6 Julii Capitolini vita Antonini Pii, c. 9. 
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ment of a part of his subjects. In different rescripts, addressed to 
Grecian States, he declared himself wholly opposed to these violent 
proceedinO"s. The indulgence shown by this emperor to the Christians 
would app~ar to have been carried to a still greater length, might we 
regard as genuine a rescript ascribed in all probability to him, (not to 
his successor, Marcus Aurelius,) -the rescript to the Assembly of 
Deputies in Asia Minor, (1l(loq 10 lIOlVOV T~; 'Au/w;;) for in this he 
declarcs expressly, that the Christians were to be punished only when 
convicted of political crimes; that, on the other hand, whoever accused 
them on the score of their religion, should be liable himself to prosceu
tion. nut the author of this rescript speaks rather the language of a 
Christian than of a pagan emperor, especially of one whose distin
guishing praise was his" singular and scrupulous regard for the public 
ceremonies," (insignis erga cffirimonias publicas cura et religio. Fa.
bretti marmor.) The succeeding history, moreover, does not notice the 
existence of such an edict. 1 

Under the reign of the succeeding emperor, Marcus Aurelius the 
philosopher, A. D. 161, many public calamities occurred, particularly a 
destructive pestilence, whose ravages gradually extended from Ethiopia 
through the entire Roman empire as far as Gaul. Such e\'ents could 
not f~~il to produce the samc injurious impression of hostility to the 
enemies of the gods, on the feelings of the multitude. It was during 
this time, the magician Alexander stirred up the zeal of the people for 
their gods, promising them mi.raculous aid from these higher powers, 
and exasperating their hatred against the Christians. If the persecu
tions of this reign, however, had sprung only from the popular fury, 
and if Aurelius had been similarly disposed with his predecessors, this 
fur.y might have been restrained also under the influence of his adminis
tration. But, on the contrary, we now see the higher authorities of 
the state leagued together with the people in the cause of oppression. 
In Asia Minor, the Christians were persecuted with such extreme 
violence, that Melito, bishop of Sardis, who appeared as their advocate 
before the emperor, 8aid,2 "the race of God's worshipers in this 
country arc persecuted as they never were before, by new edicte; for 
the shameless sycophants, greedy of others' possessions, -since they are 
fllrnir-;hed by these edicts with an opportunity of so doing, - plunder 
their innocent victims day and night. And let it be right, if it is done 
by your command, since a just emperor will never resolve on any unjust 
measure; and we will cheerfully bear the honorable lot of such a death. 
Yet we would submit this single petition, that you would inform yourself 
respecting the people who excite this contention, and linpartially decide 
whether they d0serve punishment and death, or deliverance and peace. 
But if this rosol ve, and this new edict, - an edict which ought not so 

1 Ruschiu", it i, true, onvs that Melito of this rescript, though it would have heen far 
Sardi, refe," to this resrri!)t in his apology more f.worable to the Christians tban the 

addressed tu thc su('('ccding emperor. Rut edict he actually cites. 

it is remnrkable, that Melito, in the frag 21<:uscb. J. IV. c. 26. 

ment introduced by Euscbius,fails to quote 
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110 be issued even against hostile barbarians, - comes from yourself, we 
pray you the more not to leave us exposed to such public !"o?bery:." . 

These words of Melito in which he shows no less of ChrIstian digruty 
than of Christian prude~ce, lead us to several reflec~ions. Alre.ady, 
after the edict of Trajan, Ohristians once accuse~ mtght be pumshed 
with death' and this edict had never been offiCially revoked, though 
the cleme~cy of the last emperors m~y have operated to prevent. its 
being rigorously executed. But Mehto. sa;v~, that a new and. terrIble 
edict had been issued by the proconsul, mvthng men to lod:;e mform~
tions against the Christians. This is the more extraordmary, as It 
happens to be under the government ?f an ~mperor.who was by n.0 
means inclined to the disorderly practice of mformabon,t and as It 
appears to have been the policy of Aurelius, in other cases, to diminish 
the penalties affixed to crimes by the laws.2 And we can hardly sup
pose the proconsul would venture to issue a new edict on his. own 
responsibility. Indeed, Melito himself seems not to have beheved 
otherwise, than that the edict proceeded from the emperor. His ex
pressions of doubt were necessary, to enable him, with due respect for 
the imperial authority, to invite a repeal of the obnoxious edict. 

Perhaps by glancing at the philosophical and religious system of 
Marcus Aurelius, considered in its relation to Christianity, we shall he 
prepared to understand better his views and conduct with regard to it. 
The Stoic philosophy was not calculated to make him a friend to the 
Christians. What hc esteem('d as the highest attainment, was that 
composure in view of death, which proceeded from cool reflection, from 
conviction on scientific grounds-the resignation of the sage, ready to 
surrender even personal existence to the annihilation demanded by the 
iron law of the universal whole. But a thing altogether unintelligible 
to him, was the enthusiasm, springing out of a li.ving faith, and a well
assured hope, grounded on that faith, with which the Christians met 
death. A conviction which by arguments of reason could not he 
communicated to all, appeared to him as nothing but fanaticism; and 
the way in which many Christians, really under fanatical excitement, 
even courted death, tnight confirm him in these views. He, too. like 
Pliny and Trajan, could see nothing in disobedience to the laws of the 
empire on matters of religion, but blind obstinacy. 

Let us 9.u?te ~he emper?r's own language respecting the Christians, 
as we find It m hIS Medltations.3 "The soul," he says, "when it must 
depart from the body, should be ready to be extinguished, to be dis
persed, or to subsist a while longer with the body. But this readiness 
m.ust procee~ f~om i~ own judgment, and not from mere obstinacy,4 as 
WIth the Chnstians; It must be arrived at with reflection and dignity 
~o that you .co~ld even co~vin~eanot~er, without declamation." Judg: 
~g the Chnstians from th~s pomt of VIew, though he found them guilty, 
III other respects, of n.othmg immoral, though he could hardly credit 
the popular rumors whICh had been so often refuted, yet he might still 

1 Julii Capitolini vita, c. ll. i M~ /CaTa 1/I''''''v 7rapaTa~tV, aTpayt,lowf.
IL. c. c. 24. pervicacia, obstinatlo. 
'L Xl. \!. 3. 
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regard them as enthusiasts, dangerous to social order; and when he 
observed how Christianity, under the least mild governments, was 
continually making encroachments on all sides, he might consider him
self called upon to check its further progress by energetic measures. 

We must see in Marcus Aurelius, not barely the Roman statesman 
and the Stoic philosopher, but also the man of a child-like piety of 
disposition, for which he was indebted, as he tells us himself,l to the 
influence of a pious mother on his education; and assuredly, he had 
received in this way something of more substantial worth than an 
abstract religion of reason could have given him. To the question, 
(often proposed to the Christians,) where have you seen the gods, or 
whence know you their existence, that you so reverence them? he 
answers; "in the first place, they make themselves visible even to the 
eye of sense;" - where we may suppose he had in mind, either those 
visible deities, the heavenly bodies, or, what is more probable, appear
ances of the gods in visions and dreams. "But again, I have never 
seen my own soul, and yet I respect it. So too I come to know the 
existence of the gods, because I constantly experience the effects of 
their power, and hence I reverence them." 2 And certainly there 
was truth lying at the ground of those experiences, although Marcus 
Aurelius knew not the" unknown God" from whom they came, and to 
whom they were designed to lead him, as the God of revelation; 88 

for example, when he says, on a retrospect of the divine providence 
which had guided him along from childhood, " so far as it depended on 
the gods, on the influences coming from them, on their aids and sugges
tions, I might have attained already to a life in harmony with nature; 
but if I still fall short of this mark, it is my own fault, and must be 
ascribed to my neglect of following the admonitions, I might almost 
say, the express instructions, of the gods." 3 We find traces in his 
writings of an honest self-examination; we see how very far he was 
from confounding him,self with the ideal of the wise man, how the sense 
of his own deficiency disposed him to gentleness towards others. It is 
true, sach kind of self.knowledge, which, for others, led the way to 
Christianity, could not conduct him thither, because he was skilful in 
interpreting those inner experiences by his Stoic doctrine of fatalism, 
which made the bad necessary, no less than the good, to the realization 
of the harmony of the universe. And in this view, also, he found 
comfort in a stoical resignation; for says he, "When you see others 
sin, reflect that you also sin in various ways, and are just slUlh lIB they. 
And though you abstain from many sinful actions, yet you have within, 
the inclination to commit them, though you may be restrained from 
indulging it, by fear, by vanity, or some similar motive." 4 He belonged 
to the class of those, who, like the Platonists above mentioned, were 
seeking for a middle way between superstition and infidelity. He de
sired a cheerful piety, without superstition. He believed honestly, as 
appears evident from the passages above cited, in the reality of the gods, 

1 ITapil riJr I'I'/Tpbr TO -8-eO(fe{3€~. SL.I.c.17. 

2 L. XlI. c. 2S. 
 • L. XI. c. IS. 

http:SL.I.c.17
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and of their appearances. With other devout pagans of his time, he was 
convinced that the gods revealed in drea~s, s.ent to those. that. honored 
them the knowledge of remedies for bodily dIsease, and lmagmed that 
he h~ experienced such assistance. himself in sev~ral.cases of sickness. l 

When the pestilence, already mentioned, ,!as ragmg ~ ~tal!, he .looked 
upon it as a warning to restore the anCIent worshIp ill Its mmutest 
particulars. He sum~?ned p~ests from all qu~rters to Rome, and 
even put off his expe~~on agamst. ~he Marco~anlllans, for the purpos~ 
of celebrating the religIOus soleDllllties by WhICh he hoped that the evIl 
might be averted.2 The multitude of victims which he caused to be 
sacrificed in the preparation for that war, provoked ridicule, even from 
many of the pagans.s 

It may easily be explained, then, how an emperpr, with the love of 
justice and the gentleness which we see expressed in the actions and 
writings of Marcus Aurelius, could yet, from a political and a religious 
interest, become a persecutor of the Christians. We have a law from 
him, which condemns to banishment on an island, those "that do any 
thing whereby a superstitious fear of the deity could be insinuated into 
men's excitable minds."'" That this law was pointed at the Christians, 
cannot, indeed, be asserted,. inasmuch as there were, under this gov
ernment, an unusual number of magicians and popular impostors, by 
whose practices such a law may have been called forth. But it may 
easily be conceived, that Marcus Aurelius, like Celsus, who wrote at 
that time against the Christians, would not scruple to place the latter 
in the same class with the others. This prince was inclined to rardon 
such as confessed their crimes and showed signs of penitence, even in 
cases where he could have punished without being severe.5 But the 
Christians could not be induced to acknowledge they had done wrong; 
they rather persisted in that which was forbidden by the laws. It was, 
perhaps, for this reason, the emperor directed that every means should 
be employed to constrain them to a renunciation of their faith; and 
only in the last extremity, when they could not be forced to submit, 
was the punishment of death to be inflicted. But an ill·advised human
ity, aiming to spare the effusion of human blood, might easily become 
the occasion of much cruelty. 

Bringing together wha~ offers i~el~ to our notice as peculiar in the 
character of the persecutIons of thIS tIme, we find two things particu> 
larly worthy of remark: first, that search was made for the Christians 
by express command; although, indeed, such search was often antici: 
patt:d ~y the ~pular fury•. vye have seen above, that, according to 
TraJan ~ r.escllpt, the C~tianB were expressly distinguished £i'om 
those cnmmals for whom It was the duty of the provincial authorities 
to make search. Now, on the contrary, diligent search was made for 
them; and they were often obliged to conceal themselves to save their 

lL.I.c.17. '~legandnm ad insulam qui aliquid 
Jul. Capitol. c. 13 et 21. f~cent, quc;> l.eves hominum animi supersti

Il!ence. the ep!gram, o~ Mv"O~ {36er Map tione numlDlS terreantur, in the Pandects. 
~ T~ KlUaapt; ..lI ail Vtll7JO'Ur, ~fldr ~7!'foIM 6 See the example in Capitolious, cap. 13.
,..,tG. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. XXV. c. 4. 

I 
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livetl, as appears from the several accounts of the persecutions, and 
from the assertions of Celsus.1 Next, the practice hitherto had be8ll. 
this: when the Ol~ristians accused, after repeated summons, persiated 
in refusing to deny their faith, they were executed without torture. 
Now it was attempted to force them to a denial by tortures. An edict 
which agrees in all respects with this practice, is still extant, under 
the name of the Emperor Aurelian,2 and as in style and contents it 
bears every mark of authenticity, may, doubtless, be the edict against 
the Christians, originally addressed by this emperor (Aurelius) to the 
presidents of the provinces. It runs thus: "We have heard that the 
laws are violated by those who in our times call them'Selves Christians. 
Let them be arrested; and unless they offer to the gods, let them be 
punished with divers tortures; yet so that justice may be mingled with 
severity, and that the punishment may cease, as soon as the end is 
gained of extirpating the transgressors." The last clause is altogether 
in the character of Marcus Aurelius. The governors were to keep 
steadily in view the one object, which was to put down Christianity in 
its collision with the State religioll, and to bring men back to the wor
ship of the Roman gods. They were not to act by the promptings of 
blind passion; but even such a clause was plainly insufficient to place 
a check on cruel and arbitrary measures.s 

We proceed now, under the guidance of authentic records, to take a 

1 Celsus, speaking of the Christians, that 
not without reason they do every thing in 
concealment: "ATe (jtW-{fOVJlEVOl rilv err'lpT'I
('''''Iv aUToi, aiK7)v TOV -&avurov. L. I. c. 1
'HTot tj>eVYOI'Tef,' Kat KpvrrrOf1€vot ~ a~tu"o
(,evot Kat urro~~iif1evot. L. VIII. c. 41. 
'Y(,ijv ai: K<1-V rr~avuTal Ttf,' iTt I,av-&uvwv, 
a~~u ''1retTal rrpJr; -&avurov OiK7)V. L. 
VIII. c. 69. 

2 A name which, as Pagi and Rninart 
rightly conjectnred, probably stands for 
Aurp}ws. 

3 The ed iet, which is preserved to us in 
the actis Symphoriani, of which we shall 
afterwards speak, reads in the original as 
follows: "Aurelianus Imperator omnibus 
administratorihus suis atque rectoribus. 
,Compcrimus ab his, qui se temporibus nos· 
tris Christianos dicunt, legum prrecepta 
violari. Hos comprehensos, nisi diis nos· 
tris sacrifica\'erint, diversis punite cruciati· 
bus, quatenns haheat districtio prolata jus
titiam et in resecandis criminibus ultio tel'· 
minatajam finem." Certainlv no unprejn
diced person can supposc th~s edict to be 
spurions, as there was no imaginable end to 
be gained by a forgery, as it is conccived 
wholly in the spirit of pagan statesmen, 
and expressed in the official language of 
the times. If it belonged to the age of 
Aurelian, whose name it bears, the martyr 
in whose history it stands, must have per· 
ished in that reign. But it can hardly he 
assumell, that the persecution under this 
emperor proceeded 80 far 118 to the eft'usion 

of Christian blood, (see beyond.) The 
manner, too, in which the Christians arc 
spoken of, as a sect by no means old, suits 
better to the time of M. Aurelius than that 
of Aurelian, when the Christian sect had 
now been so long known. The charge 
brought against the Christians, that by the 
exercise of their rcligion they violated the 
laws of the empire, would hardly be 80 
stitted in thc time of Aurelian, since Chris
tianity had at that time been already for 
the space of fifteen years admitted into the 
class of "relis;iones licitre." No donbt, 
therefore, Aurclins is the proper reading, 
instead of Anrelianus, such names being 
frequently confounded with each other. 
But Lucins Aurelius Commodns is out of 
the question, since he was well disposed 
towards the Christians. So it can only be 
M. Aurelius Antoninus. What Gieseler bas 
said against this hypothesis, in the second 
vol. of his Church History, (2 te Aufiage, S, 
134,) does not suffice, to say the least, 10 
invalidate the above reasoning. The lan
guage of the concluding clause is somewhat 
singular, it is tl'Ue, for the age of the An· 
tonines; yet I find nothing in particular in 
it, which is quite foreign to the Latinity of 
that age; and it by no means seems so 
clear to me that the Emperor M. Aurelius 
would not have employed the words rec/()tW 
(rector provincial see Tacit. Annal. 1. II. c. 
4,) and administratores, to designate the va· 
rious governors. 
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nea.rer view of the ma.nner in which these persecutions were conducted 
in the provinces, and of the behav~or of the Christians under them. . 

We have first to notice tha.t which befel the church of Smyrna, m 
167 and in which the aged and venerable Bishop Folycarp, a disciple 
of the Apostle John, gave up his life. Of this persecution we have a 
deta.iled account, in a circular letter addressed by the ~hurc~ of 
Smyrna to other Christian churches.! The proconsul of As~a MIllor, 
at that time does not appear to have been personally hostile to the 
Christians' 'but the heathen populace, with whom the lower class of 
Jews had' united themselves, were fiercely hot against them. The 
proconsul yielded to the popular violence and to the demands of the 
law. He endeavored to move the Christians by threats, by displaying 
before them the instruments of torture, and the savage animals to 
which they were to be thrown, to deny their faith; if they remained 
firm he CQndemned them to death. In one respect, he certainly 
evm'ced too ready a compliance with the ferocious will of the people. 
He chose deaths that were painful and ignominious; such as being 
thrown to wild beasts or perishing at the stake - punishments he was 
not compelled to resort to by the laws. Yet it must be allowed, that 
if the laws denounced death in general terms, as the penalty for pel'
severance in Christianity, it was considered right to assume, that such 
as were not Roman citizens ought to suffer a more painful death than 
those who were.2 

Under the most agonizing torments, calculated to excite pity even in 
pagan bystanders, the Christians displayed great tranquillity and com
posure. " They made it evident to us all," says the church, "that 
in the midst of those sufferings, they were absent from the body; or 
rather, that the Lord stood by them and walked in the midst of them; 
and, staying themselves on the grace of Christ, they bid defiance to the 
torments of the world." But even here the difference was shown be
twixt the momentary intoxication of enthusiasm, which, with a rash 
confidence in itself, courted and defied dangel', and that calm, delibe
rate submission to God's will, which first awaited his 'calI, and then 
look~d to him for the needed strength. A certain Phrycian, Quintus 
by name, of a nation peculiarly inclined by nature to fan~tical extrav
agance, presented himself, in company with many others" whom he had 
wrought up by his discourses to the same pitch of enthusiastic zeal 
uncalled for, before the proconsul's tribunal, and declared himself ~ 
C.hristian. But ,,:hen t~e magist;ate pressed him, and wrought upon 
his fears, by showmg hun the wil~ beasts, he yielded, swore by the 
geruus of the emperor, and sacrificed. After stating this faot, the 

1 By portions in Euseb. 1. IV. c. 15. Qui hominem immoiaverint, sive eju8 san
More complete in the collections of the guine litaverint, fanum, templumve pollne
Patres Apostolici. rint, bestiis objiciuntur, vel si honestiores 

To ma#y of the crimes chm-ged on the sint, capite puniuntur. Ma!!'icre artis con
Christians by blind popular rumor, such sciOlI summo supplicio affici"placuit, id est, 
eapital punishments were BIIsigned. Qui bestiis objici aut cruci suffigi, ipsi autem 
u.cra impia nocturuave, nt quem obeanta magi vivi exuruntur. Julius Paulus in sen
rent, .fecerint faciendave cDraverint, aut tentUs receprill.

cruci 6uffiguntur, aut bestiis objicinntur. 
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~ur<ih adds, "We' therefore praise not those woo voluntarily-Mli'
r~nder themselv~s; for so are w~ not taught in the goSpel."1 -Quite 
differe?-t from this was the behaVIor of the venerable Bishop Polyco.rp, 
,~w lli~ety ;rears of,age. ~~en h~ heard the shouta of the people, 
dema:nding hIS de.ath, It. was his.mtentIOn, ~t first, to remain quietly in 
the City, and awaIt the ISsue which God mIght ordMn for him. But 
by the entre~ties o~ the c~urc~, he suffered himself to be persuaded t~ 
talce refuge ill a neIghbormg villa. Here he spent the time, with a few 
friends, occupied, day and night, in praying for all the churches 
throughout the world. When search was made for him, he retreated 
to another villa; and directly after appeared the servants of the police 
to whom his place of refuge had been betrayed by unworthy men, wh~ 
enjoyed his confidence. The bishop himself, indeed, was gone; but 
they found two slaves, one of whom was put to the torture, and 
betrayed the place whither Polycarp had fled for refuge. As they 
were approaching, Polycarp, who was in the highest story of the dwell
ing, might have escaped to another house, by the flat roof peculiar to 
the oriental style of building; but he said, " The will of the Lord be 
done." Descending to the officers of justice, he ordered whatever 
they chose to eat and drink to be placed before them, requesting them 
only to indulge him with one hour for quiet prayer. But the fu1ness 
of his heart hurried him through two h9urs, so that the pagans them· 
selves were touched by his devotion. 

The time being now come, they conveyed him to the city on an ass, 
where they were met by the chief officer of the police, (eipq"apxO{,) 
coming, with his father, from the town. He took up Polycarp into his 
chariot, and addressing him kindly, asked" what harm there could be 
in saying' the emperor, our Lord,' and in sacrificing." At first, Poly. 
carp was silent; but as they went on to urge him, he said mildly, "I 
shall not do as you advise me." When they perceived they could not 
persuade him, they grew angry:. With OPP~O?rious language, he w~ 
thrust out of the carriage, so VIolently as to illJure a bone of one of his 
legs. Without looking round, he proceeded on his way, cheerful and 
composed, as though nothing had happened. Having arrived before 
the proconsul, he was urged by th~ latter to have respect ~t least to 
his own old age, to swear by the gellius of the emperor, and give. proof 
of his penitence, by joining in the shout of the people, "Away With the 
godless !" Polycarp looked with a firm eye at the assembled cr?wd, 
pointing to them with his finger; then with a sigh, and his eyes uplifted 
to heaven he said "Away with the godless!" But when the procon·

" . th " sul urged him farther, " Swear, curse ~hrlst, and I release. ee. 
" Six and eighty years," the old man replied, " have I ser~ed him, and 
he has done me nothing but good; and how could I curse hIm, my Lord 
and Saviour!" The proconsul still persisting to urge him, "Well," 
said Polycarp "if you would know what I am, I tell you frankly, I am 
a. Christian. ' Would you know what the doctrine of Christianitl is, 

http:Polyco.rp
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appoint me an hour and hear me." The proconsul, who showed here 
how far he' W8!'I from sharing in the fanatic spirit of the people, how 
gladly be would have saved the old man, if he could have appeased 
the multitude, said, "Do but persuade the people." Polycarp replied, 
"To you I was bound to give account of myself, for our religion 
teaches us to pay due honor to the powers ordained of God, 50 far as it 
can be done Without prejudice to our salvation. But those I regard as 
not worthy of hearing me defend myself before them." The governor 
having once more threatened him in vain with the wild beasts and the 
stake, caused it to be proclaimed by the herald, in the circus, "Poly. 
carp has declared himself to be a Christian I" With these words, was 
pronounced the sentence of death. The heathen populace, with an 
infuriate shout, replied, " This is the teacher of atheism, the father of 
the Christians, the enemy of our gods, by whom so many have been 
turned from the worship of the gods and from sacrifice." The pro
consul having yielded to the demands of the people, that Polycarp 
should die at the stake, Jews and pagans hastened together, to bring 
wood from the shops and the baths. As they were about to fasten him 
with nails to the stake of the pile, he said, "Leave me thus; he who 
has strengthened me to encounter the flames, .ill also enable me to 
stand firm at the stake." Before the fire was lighted, he prayed, 
"Lord, Almighty God, Father of thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have received from thee the knowledge of thyself; 
God of angels, and of the whole creation; of the human race, and of 
the just that live in thy presence; I praise thee that thou hast judged 
me worthy of this day and of this hour, to take part in the number of 
thy Witnesses, in the cup of thy Christ." 

What appeared the greatest thing, to this church, was not the mar
tyr's death of Polycarp in itself, but the Christian manner in which it 
was suffered. They expressed it as their conviction, that all had been 
80 ordered, that he might exhibit what was the essential character of 
evangelical martyrdom; 1 "for," so they write, "he waited to be 
delivered up, (did not press forward uncalled to the martyr's death,) 
imitating, in this respect, our Lord, and leaving an example for us to 
follow; so that we should not look to that alone which may conduce to 
our own salvation, but also to that which may be serviceable to our 
neighbor. For this is the nature of true and genuine charity, to seek 
not merely our own salvation, but the salvation of all the brethren."2 

The death of the pious shepherd contributed also to the temporal 
advantage of his fiock. The rage of fanaticism, after having obtained 
this victim, became somewhat cooled; and the proconsul, who was no 
personal enemy of the Christians, suspended all farther search, and 
refused to know that another Christian existed. 

The second persecution under t~ emperor's reign, of which we 

1 l:l:tdOli yap ?!'aVTa Ta ?!'poayatlTa ty€ve ptt'fa, f'Tt "wvov O'/Co?!'oiivre, 'TO Ka.9' eav'Toilr, 
TO, Iva ~p.ll) J KtJpUl, UVf.lt'fev i\'!'toei~" TO aAAa Kao 'TO Kara 'Toilr "'€A~, ara.,.", rap 
uri Ti> dJanEAU11J ptJPruptov. aA1]t'foiir Kal {Jef3aiar tt1Tlv PTJ pOvov tal1'Tov 

• ntpttprvw yap, '"a ?!'~ ~ /CcU t'feAew O'rJi;eriat, aMa Kal ?!'aV'Tar TO~' 
6 diptor, Iva ptl'"ral /Ca~ ~/Ui, avroV yrv';'" cide~,. 
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have any account, fell upon the churches of Lyons, (Lugdunum,) and 
of Vienna, in the year 177, and the source from which we derive our 
more exact knowledge of its details, is a letter from these churches to 
those of Asia Minor.! The fanatic excitement of the populace, in these 
cities, was the same a.<; at Smyrna, if not still higher; but in addition 
to this, the superior magistrates seem to have been infected with the 
rage of the lower classes. The bursts of popular fury had gradually 
increased in violence; the Christians were insulted and abused when
ever they appeared abroad, and were plundered in their own houses. 
At length the better known were seized and conducted before the mag
istrates. Having avowed themselves Christians, they were thrown into 
prison; for during the absence of the governor, or legate, they could 
not be brought at once to trial. ~'he legate, on his arrival, immedi
ately began the examination with tortures, not only for the purpose of 
forcing the Christians to abjure, but also of wringing from them a con
fession of the truth respecting those absurd stories of unnatural crimes, 
of which they were so generally accused. Vettius Epagathus, on learn
ing that such charges were laid against his brethren, felt constrained to 
present himself at the legate's tribunal, as a witness of their inno
cence. He demand~ a hearing, since he wished to show that nothing 
of a criminal nature was transacted in the Christian assemblies. The 
legate refused to listen; but only asked him if he too was a Chris
tian. When he distinctly admitted that he was, he wa.<; imprisoned 
with the rest, as the Christian's advocate, (nu(lal<}.1)TO; X/l<UHUI'{jJP.) 

Although the testimony of slaves against their masters was, by an 
ancient law,2 made inadmissible in criminal causes, - a law,S it must 
be owned, often violated in the arbitrary proceedings of the times of the 
empire,4 - yet fanaticism would allow no attention to be paid to the 
regular forms of justice. The testimony of slaves was welcome, if it 
served to establish the incredible charges laid to the account of the 
Christians. The torture must be applied to pagan slaves. Terror 
made them say what they were required to say, - that those abomina
tions, of which blind rumor accused the Christians, were practised by 
their masters. Men now believed they had a right to indulge them
selves in every cruelty. No kindred, no age nor sex was spared. In 
the firmness and composure of many Christians, under tortures the most 
refined, it was seen, say the churches, in their report of these proceed
ings, " how they were bedewed and invigorated by the spring of living 
water that flows from the heart of Christ; how nothing is dreadful 
where the love of the Father dwells; nothing painful, where the glory 
of Christ prevails." Pothinus, the aged bishop of the church, a man 
of ninety years, infirm with old age and a sickness from which he was . 
but just recovered, but inspired with the vigor of youth by his zeal to 

1 Euseb. I. V. c. 1. 	 • When Tiberius first allowed himself in 
, Vetere senatuBconsulto <i.urestio in caput this practice, he was in the habit, before he 

Domini prohibebatur. TaCIt. Annal. 1. II. put the qurestio per tonnenta, of giving the 
c.30. 	 slaves their freedom, so as to observe the 

B Even Pliny seems to have paid no at law in appcarance,-calJidus et novi juris 
tention to this law, in conducting his inves repertor, as Tacitus calls him for this reason. 
tigations against the Christians. 
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bear witness of the truth, was also dra.gged before the tribunal. The 
legate asked him, " Who is the God of the Christians?" He answered, 
"You shall come to the knowledge of him, when you show yourself 
worthy of it." All who surrmmded the tribunal, now strove with each 
other in venting their rage on the venerable old man. Scarcely 
breathing, he was cast into a dungeon, where he survived only two 
da.ys. Even those who yielded and denied, gained nothing by their 
inconstancy. They were now cast into prison, not, indeed, as Chris
tians, but as guilty of those crimes with which the Christians were 
charged; and to justify the proceeding, advantage had doubtless been 
taken of the fact, that several, under the pains of torture, had acknowl
edged guilt. Numbers perished in the gloomy Cells of the prisons, 
where means had been devised for adding to their torment, and even 
hunger and thirst employed to aggravate the sufferings of these impris
oned confessors. On the other hand, to use the language of the church, 
"many, who had endured so severe torments that it seemed impossible 
for them to be restored by the most careful assiduities, continued to live 
in their dungeon, destitute indeed of human aid, but strengthened and 
refreshed, in soul and body, by the Lord, so that they could encourage 
and comfort the rest. It so happened, ' by the grace of &ld, who 
wills not the death of the sinner, but has joy in his repentance,' that 
the exhortations of these heroes of the faith had a powerful effect on 
many who had been induced to deny their religion, and the mother 
church had the great satisfaction of receiving once more alive from the 
prison, those whom she had cast forth as dead." 

The number of the prisoners being large, including several Roman 
citizens, who could not be sentenced in the province, it was thought 
best by the legate, with regard to them all, to send his report to Rome, 
and wait until the emperor's answer determined their fate. The impe
rial rescript was to this effect, that those who denied should be set free, 
a.nd the rest beheaded. In this case, it is evident that Marcus Aure
lius possessed the same views as Trajan, and was far from giving credit 
to the current charges laid against the Christians. 
. The legate now summoned first before his tribunal all who, in the 

previous examinations, had been brought to abjure their faith, and were 
awaiting, in prison, the decision of their fate. Nothing else was 
expected than that they would stand by their denial, and thus obtain 
deliverance; but great were the rage and the consternation of the 
multitude, at seeing many of these now stand forth and maintain a 
steadfast confession, thus passing sentence of death on themselves; so 
that, in the language of the church, none remained without, but such 
as. possessed none of the marks of faith, no anticipation of the Lord's 
brIdal garment, no fear, but had already, by their conduct, dishonored 
the way of truth. Those of the prisoners who possessed the rights of 
Roman citizenship, the legate ordered to be executed with the sword; 
although, to gratify the fury of the populace, he caused one of these, 
Attalus, in violation of the laws, to undergo a variety of tortures, and 
at last to be thrown to the wild beasts; and not until after he had 
survived the whole, was the sword of mercy allowed to put an end to 

10· 
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his sufferings. The rest were thrown to the wild beasts. Two ofthese,
Ponticus, a youth of fifteen, and Blandina, a young woman, - whom. 
they attempted first to intimidate by making them witness the sufferings 
of the others, and then to shake from their constancy by exhausting upon 
them all their means of torture, created universal astonishment, at what 
God's power could effect in such weak and tender vessels. Although 
the intoxication of enthusiasm, suppressing the natural feelings, is caps,. 
ble of producing such extraordinary phenomena, yet the enthusiasm of 
these martyrs was distinguished by those true marks, a sobriety and 
a humility indicating the sense of weakness, and by love and gentle
ness. They declined the honors which the Christians were eager to 
bestow on them. Even when they were led back to prison, after hav
ing repeatedly undergone the most exquisite tortures, still they were by 
no means confident of victory, well foreseeing the struggle between the 
flesh and the spirit. They pointedly contradicted such as dignified 
them with the name of" martyrs." "This name," said they, "prop
erly belongs only to the true and faithful Witness,! the First Born 
from the dead, the Prince of life; or, at least, only to those martyrs 
whose testimony Christ has scaled by their constancy to the end. We 
are but poor, humble confessors." With tears, they besought the breth
ren fervently to pray for them, that they might attain to the glorious 
consummation. They received with the kindest love such as had fallen 
from the faith; they became their companions in prison, praying, with 
many tears, that the Lord would restore these dead once more to life. 
Even their persecutors were never mentioned by them with resent. 
ment, but they prayed that God would forgive those who had subjected 
them to such cruel sufferings. They left as a legacy to their brethren, 
not strife and war, but joy and peace, unanimity and love. 

With the mutilation and burning of the dead bodies, the rage of the 
populace had finally reached its utmost height. The ashes, with all the 
fire had left, was cast into the neighboring Rhone, that not a remnant 
of these enemies of the gods might pollute the earth. Neither by 
money, nor by entreaties, could the Christians succeed in obtaining 
possession of those so dear to them, for the purpose of interment. The 
blinded pagans imagined they could, in this way also, confound the 
hopes of the Christians. "We will now see," said they," whether 
they will arise, and whether God can help them, and deliver them out 
of our hands." Yet so great was the number of the Christians, that 
even here men at last became weary of bloodshed, so that a branch of 
the church survived this terrible persecution. 

In places where but few Christians dwelt, they could more easily 
remain concealed, and the popular rage was not turned against them. 
In such districts, the governors did not think it necessary to set on foot 
any inquiries for them, except in particular cases, when individuals had 
become notorious as enemies of the State religion. A case of this sort 
occurred, about this time, in the town of Autun,2 at no great distance 
from Lyons. Noone in the place was thinking of a persecution 

1 Maprvp, Revel. 1: 5. ~ Auguet.odunum, lEdua. 

http:SYMPHORI.AN


115 TBB LiGIO FULMlNEA. 

against the small number of obscure Christians who were to be found 
there when an individual first drew upon himself the public attention. 
The ~oisy multitude were celebrating, with great display, a festival in 
honor of Cybele, whose worship, probably derived from Asia Minor 
through the same channel which Christianity afterwards found, was 
held here in the hiO'hest repute. An image of Cybele, in one of the 
usual sacred cars, ~as carried round in procession, accompanied by a 
vast crowd of the people. All fell upon their knees; but Symphorian, 
a younO' man of a respectable family and a Christian, who happened 
to be s~nding by, thought that he could not conscientiously unite in the 
ceremony, and when called upon to explain his conduct, he might easily 
take occasion to speak of the vanity of idol worship. As a violator of the 
public ceremony and a disturber of the peace, he was immediately seized 
and conducted before the governor, Heraclius, a man of consular dignity. 
Said the governor to him, "You are a Christian. As far as I can see, 
you h:tve escaped our notice, because so few of the followers of this sect 
happen to be among us." "I am a Christian," he replied; "I worship 
the true God, who reigns in heaven; but your idol, I cannot worship; 
nay, if permitted, I will dash it in pieces, on my own responsibility." 
Upon this, the governor declared him guilty of a double crime, - against 
the religion, and against the law8 of the State; and as Symphorian 
could be moved neither by threats nor by promises to abandon his faith, 
he was sentenced to be beheaded. As they led him to the execution, 
his mother cried out to him, " My son, my son, have the living God in 
thy heart. Be steadfast. There is nothing fearful in that death. which 
so surely conducts thee to life. Let thy heart be above, my son; look· 
up to Him who dwells in heaven. To-day thy life is not taken from 
thee, but transfigured to a better. By a blessed exchange, my son, 
thou art this day passing to the life of heaven."! 

According to a report widely diffused among the Christians after 
the beginning of the third century, the Emperor Marcus Aurelius was 
induced, by a wonderful event, to change the course of policy he had 
thus far adopted towards the Christians. While prosecuting the war 
with the Marcommanians and Quades, in 174, he, with his army, was 
thrown into a situation of extreme peril. The burning sun shone full 
in the faces of his soldiers, who were suffering under the torture of 
intolerable thirst; while, at the same time, under these unfavorable 
circumstances, they were threatened with an attack of the enemy. In 
this extremity, the twelfth legion, composed entirely of Christians, fell 
uJX;ln their knees. ~eir prayer was followed by a shower of rain, 
w~lch allayed the thirst of the Roman soldiers, and by a storm, which 
fnghtened the ba~barians. The. Roman army obtained the victory, 
and the emperor, III commemoratlOn of the event, gave those Christian 
soldiers the name of the" thundering legion." He ceased to persecute 

1 The story of the martyrdom of Sym. bere a more than ordinarily genuine found
phorian is, in all the essential particulars BO ation, although the account is in places 
simple, is so whoIly free from tbe comU:on rhetorically overwrought. But all the par
exaggerations of later times, is so confonn- ticulars go to show, that the event took 
able to the circumstances of that period, place very near to the time of the persecu. 
that it is impossible to doubt that we have tion at Lyons and Vienna. 
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the Christians; and though he did not receive Christianity immediately 
into the class of "lawful religions," yet he published an edict which 
threatened with severe penafties such as accused the Christians merely 
on the score of their religion. l 

In this account, truth and falsehood are mixed together. In the 
first place, it cannot be true, that the emperor was led to put a stop to 
the persecution of the Christians by any event of this time; for the 
bloody persecution at Lyons did not take place till three years after
wards. Again, the "thundering legion," or "the twelfth of the 
Roman legions," had borne this name from the time of the Emperor 
Augustus.2 The fact at bottom, namely, that the Roman army, about 
that time, was rescued from a threatening danger by some such 
remarkable providence, is undeniable. The heathen themselves 
acknowledged it to be the work of Heaven; they ascribed it, however, 
not to the Christian's God, nor to their prayers, but to their own gods, 
to their Jupiter, and to the prayers of the emperor, or of the 'pagan 
army; to say nothing of the blind superstition which attributed the 
storm to the spells of an Egyptian necromancer.3 The emperor, it is 
said, stretched forth his hands, in supplication to Jupiter, with the 
words, " This hand, which has never yet shed human blood, I raise to 
thee." There were paintings, in which he was represented in the atti
tude of prayer, and the army catching the rain in their helmets.4 The 
emperor has expressed his own conviction of the matter upon a medal, 
where Jupiter is exhibited launching his bolts on the barbarians, who 
lie stretched upon the ground;o and perhaps, also, at the close of the 
first Book of his Monologues, where he mentions, among the things for 
which he was indebted, not to himself, but to the gods and his good 
fortune, what had happened among the Quades.6 It is certain, there
fore, that this remarkable event can have had no influence in changing 
the disposition of the emperor towards the Christians. But it by no 
means follows, that the latter are to be charged with making up a false 
story. The matter admits of a natural explanation. It is not impossi
ble that, in the thundering legion, there were Christians; perhaps a 
large number of them; for it is certain that it was but a party among 
them, who condemned the military profession. And although it W38 

difficult for Christians, at all times, and especially under an emperor 
so unfavorably disposed, to avoid participating, while connected with a 
Roman army, in the rites of paganism, yet they might succeed in doing 

1 Tertullian. Apologet. c. 5; ad Scapu
lam, c. 4. Ruseh. I. V. c. 5. 

2 Dio Cassius, in his catalogue of the le
gions existing from the time of this empe· 
ror, ment.ions (I. LV. c. 23): To .5",MKaTov 
CtTTpaT{nrt.5ov) TO tv Karrrra.5oKi(Z, TO Kcpav
vorj>6pov. As late as the fifth century, we 
find mention in the Notitia dignitaturn im
perii Romani, Sect. 27, of the prrefectura 
legionis duodecimac fulminere Mclitenre, 
under the ilux Armenire. Thc province 
of Melitene was on the borders of Arme
nia, towards Cappadocia. 

8 Dio Casso I. LXXI. § 8 

i Themist. orat, 15: Tir r, {3aut'lotK/JTaT1/ 


TwVapfTW'I>. 
6 In Eckhel numism. III. 64. 
6 Tu tv Kova<lOtr 'lrpor T'iJ ypavov(Z. Some 

suppose, it is true, that M. Aurelius here 
simply designates the place where this W88 
written. But as a notice of this sert occurs 
nowhere else except in the third book, these 
words might rather refer, perhaps, to evenII 
in certain places, the remembrance of which 
was associated with the preceding medita· 
tiOD&. 
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so under particul8l' circumstances. The Christian soldiers, then, 
re~rted, as they were ever wont to do on like occasions, to praye:, 
TIle deliverance which ensued, they regarded as an answer to theIr 
prayers' and on their return home, they mentioned it to their brethren 
in the faith. 'These, naturally, would not fail to remind the h:athen, 
how much they were indebted to the people whom they so vIOlently 
persecuted. Claudius Apollinaris, Bishop of H.ierapolis in Phrygi.a, 
might have heard the story, soon after the event Itself, from the ChrIs
tian soldiers belonging to this legion, whieh had returned to its winter 
quarters in Cappadocia; and he introduced it, either in an apology 
addressed to this emperor, or in other apologetical works.l Tertullian 
refers to a letter of the emperor, addressed probably to the Roman 
Senate, in which he owns that the deliverance was due to the Christian 
soldiers. But this letter, if it contained, in so many words, a state
ment of this sort, must, as appears evident from the above remarks, 
have been either a spurious or interpolated one. It may be a question, 
however, whether the letter contained any distinct affirmation of this 
sort,-whether the emperor may not have spoken simply of soldiers, 
and Tertullian explained it, according to' his own belief, of Chr£stian 
soldiers. He expresses himself, at any rate, with some degree of hesi
tation.1 How the Christians might possibly sometimes interpret the 
religious profession of the heathens according to the principles of their 
own faith, is shown by another account of this event, which we find in 
Tertullian. It is in these words: "Marcus Aurelius, in the German 
expedition also, obtained, through the prayers offered to God by Chris
tian soldiers, showers of rain, during that time of thirst. When has 
not the land been delivered from drought, by our geniculations and 
fasts? 3 In such cases, the very people, when they cried to the God 
of gods, who alone is mighty, gave our God the glory, under the name 
of Jupiter." 

It is the less necessary to search after any single cause for the ces
sation of the persecution, since it not only belongs to the nature of the 
passion, that rage will finally expend itself, but it is also true, in the 
present case, that, only a few years after the last bloody persecution in 
France, the government passed into different hands, and thus brought 
about an entire change of measures. The depravity of the contempti
ble Commodus, who succeeded to his father, A. D. 180, was made to 
subserve the interesta 'ofthe Christians, by procuring for them a season 
of respite and tranquillity, after their long sufferings under M. Aure
lius; for it ~ar:not ~e suppo~ed that a man like Commodus was capa
ble of appreCIatmg, In the slightest degree, the worth of Christianity. 

1 Where Eusebiu! represents Apollinaris name fulminea, or something of that sort. 
aa affirming that the legion received the There is no difficulty in supposing that 
name fulminea from this event, the suspi some such expression lay at the foundation 
cion naturally arises, that he read too hasti of Eusebius' words, l. V. c. 5. 'E,; tlCeivov 
ly; since it is difficult to suppose, that a rr,v ol e{;x~~ TO 1rapaoo,;ov 1rf:1rot1flCvtav 
contemporary, who lived in the vicinity of i.eyec:iva ollCeLav Tt;> yeyoVOTt 'I1pO~ 1"OV {3aO'I
the winter quarters of that legion, could i.£IJr eli.1f'/Jevat 1rpol11lyoptll1J.
have committed 80 gross a mistake. Per. 2 Christianomm forte militum. 
baps Apollinaris merelr said, the emperor 8 Days of prayer and fasting were com
might now rightlY cal the legion by the monly united by the Christians. 
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A certain Marcia,l who stood with him in a fOl'bidd~n connection, W88 
for some unknown reason, friendly to the Christiall6, and enlisted ~ 
their favor also the brutal emperor. It is not impossible, that the 
indulgent law cited above from Tertullian, proceeded from this sover
eign, who was disposed to befriend the Christians, and was afterwards 
wrongly transferred to the last years of his predecessor. Under the 
government of this emperor, events did occur, in which it was supposed 
the effects of such a law might be traced. But it may be a question 
whether it was not too hasty a conclusion, to infer from these even~ 
the existence of the law; whether it did not arise out of a misconcep
tion. At all events, it seems quite improbable that accusations against 
Christians would continue to be received as before, that Christians, 
when accused, would be condemned to death by Trajan's law, while 
their accusers, at the same time, were also capitally punished! An 
example will, perhaps, set the whole matter in its true light.2 Apollo
nius, a Roman senator, was accused before the city prrefect of being 
a Christian. His accuser was immediately sentenced to death, and 
executed. Bnt Apollonius, who boldly confessed his faith before the 
senate, was also beheaded by a decree of that body. Now Jerome, 
who, in this case, would hardly be misled by a wrong interpretation of 
Eusebius, but spoke rather from a correct knowledge of the facts, says 
that the accuser was a slave of Apollonius; and the ignominious char
acter of his punishment, death by breaking the limbs, (the suffringi 
crura,) confirms this account. The accuser, then, as it would seem, 
was punished, not as the accuser of a Christian, but as a servant faith
less to his master. From too broad a conclusion drawn from cases of 
this description, it is quite possible, the tradition of the favorable law, 
referred to above, may have derived its origin. 

Since this emperor, then, had probably made no change, by an ex· 
press edict, in the situation of the Christians; since the old laws hOO 
never been distinctly repealed, but everything depended on the altered 
tone of the emperor himself; it follows, that the Christians must have 
been placed in very precarious circumstances. They were exposed 
still, as much as they ever were, to be persecuted by individual gover· 
nors, inimically disposed. Thus Arrius Montanus, proconsul of Asia 
Minor, began to wreak his vengeance on them; but a vast multitudt 

1 'Iuropeira, oe aVr'l1l"OAAa re v1l"ep rwv lating, as it did, to an event in the West. 
Xp,unavwv U7!"OVQuua< I£al 7!"oAAa aVrovr Re may have been deceived by Greek acta 
dJ'lPyerlll£ivat, are I£at 1l"apa ri;J KOflf1/J(J<tJ martyris, in which the false story of th6 
1l"av ovvaflEV'l. Dio Casso I. LXXII. c. 4. condemnation of this slave had been fabri· 

2 We must allow, this matter gives o.cca cated out of the rumor of the law above 
sion to many doubts. We must asseut to mentioned against accusers of Christians. 
the remark of Gieseler, so far as this, viz: On the other side, the following considera
that of com'se, either accusations proceed tions should be duly weighed. The narra· 
ing from slaves against their masters were tive of Jerome, in conformity with itl! pl1l'
not received at all, or if they were received, pose, may have been incomplete, and there· 
the person from whom they proceeded fore rna,! furnish no evidence against the 
might be punished as a criminal. Now truth 0 what Eusebills has added. We 
Jerome, (de v. i. c.42,) does not, indeed, are not obliged to presllppOIie, that t.he 
say, that the slave was executed. The ac judges, especially where the qnestion related 
count in Eusebiuit, (I. V. c. 21,) might be to the death of a slave, acted in perfect COD

one, then, mixed np with false reports, re- sistency with just.ice. 
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of CbrilJti.ans immediately presented themselves before the tribunal, 
with a. view to intimid&te the proconsul by their numbers, - a proceed
ing which might easily have been attended with the desired effect, 
under a government where the persecutions did not proceed from the 
imperiaJ. throne but from the will of individuals. In fact, the procon
sul W8.'l intimid~ted, and contenting himself with condemning to death 
a. few out of the multitude, he said to the rest,! "If you want to die, 
ye wretched men, you have precipices from which you can throw your
selves, or ropes."2 lrenoous, who wrote under the reign of this empe
ror, remarks, that Christians were to be found in the imperial court, 
that they enjoyed the same privileges which belonged to all through
out the Roman empire, and were suffered to go unmolested, by land or 
by sea, wherever they chose.3 Yet the same Irenl£us observes, that 
the church, at all times, not excepting his own, sends many martyrs to 
their heavenly Father.4 The apparent contradiction is explained by 
what h8.'l been said. 

The political disorders which followed after the assassination of Com
modus, in A. D. 192; the civil wars betwixt Pescennius Niger in the 
East, Claudius Albinus in Gaul, and Septimius Severus, who finally 
obtained the sovereign power in Rome, would, like all other public 
calamities, be attended with injurious effects on the situation of the 
Christians. Clement of Alexandria, who wrote soon after the death 
of Commodus, says, "Many martyrs are daily burned, crucified, be' 
headed, before our eyes."fj When Septimius Severus obtained th{' vic
tory, and found himself in secure possession of the sovereignty, he man
ifested, it is true, a favorable disposition towards the Christians; and 
Tertullian's account may doubtless be correct, that he was induced to 
this by an incident of a personal nature, having been restored to health 
through the skill of Proculus,6 a Christian slave, whom he received 

1 Tertullian. ad Scapnlam, c. 5: '0 de!Ao~ 
d ~eA,f'Te U1rofJvTJl1/<£lV, K(J1Il'Voi!r 1; fJp6xovr
q£T"e. 

'In the seoond century, three proconsuls 
are known under this name: the Antoninus 
Pius, who was afterwards Emperor j his 
grand father j and a third under the Empe· 
ror Commodus. JEI. Lamprid. vita. Com
modi, c. 6 et 7. We most naturally think 
of the one who was Tertullian's contempo
rary j for if he meant another, he would 
probahly have given some intimation that 
he was speaking of an older man. This 
proconsul, as we learn from Lampridius, 
stood in high estimation with the people. 
Perhaps it was his eagerness to acquire this, 
that led him to persecute the Christians. 

a L. IV. c. Hreres. c. 30: Hi, qui in regali 
-aula sunt fideles. 

• L. IV. c. 33, v. 9. 
I L. II. stromat. p. 414. 
• Thus we are informed by TertuUian. in 

hill work addressed to Scapllla, c. 4: Pro
eulum Christianum, qui Torpa.<:ion cogno
minabatar, Euodilll procaracorem, qui ellm 
per oleum aliquando ClUIIVenJl&, req1liai9k 

et in palatio suo habnit usque ad mortem 
ejus. In respect to the right understanding 
of these words, it may be disputed, whether 
the tenn Euodire, (which moreover is writ
ten in different ways,) is a proper name or 
not, and how the word procurator should 
be taken. It might mean, " an overseer of 
the causeways j" yet probably it is a slave 
or freed man from the mansion of some 
Roman lady, who held under her the office 
of steward or bailiff. Through his cpm\ec. 
tion with this noble woman, Septimius Sev
erus, before he became Emperor, may have 
come in contact with this man, and the lat
ter offered his services to heal him in some 
sickness. The oil, in this case has some 
connection prohably with the charisma of 
healing, according to Mark, 6: 13, and 
James, 5: 14. The inadvertent, and where 
he had no particular interest in doubting, 
credulous Tertullian, is, indeed, not a wit
ness of any great weight; but the circum
stantiality with which he speaks of thill 
matter, as one generally known, might point 
co something which had a true foundation. 
Be appeals CO the fact, iliat Cara.calla, lhe 
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into his family, and retained constantly by his side. He knew that 
men and women of the highest rank in Rome, senators and their 
wives, were Christians; and protected them from the popular indigna
tion. l But as the old laws remained still in force, violent persecutions 
could break out in particular provinces; and we know, from several of 
the works of Tertullian which were composed in these times, that one 
actually took place in proconsular Africa. The festivities in honor of 
the emperor, where the absence of the Christians excited public atten
tion, might easily have been the occasion of it.2 

If, in this reign, the law against" close associations" was renewed,S 
this circumstance must have operated, as under the government of Tra.
jan, to the disadvantage of those whose union had always been declared 
to be a collegium illicitum. Finally Severus, in the year 202, passed 
a law which forbade, under severe penalties, a change, either to J uda.
ism or to Christianity.4 That he held it necessary to enact such a pro
hibitiotl, which was in truth involved in the earlier laws, shows how 
little these laws ~cre then regarded. It may be a question, too, how 
the matter of this law of Severus is to be interpreted. If the emperor 
forbade the change to Christianity, (Christianos fieri,) merely in the 
sense in which he forbade the change to Judaism, (Judreos fieri,) it ' 
would seem to be implied, that he held it necessary, only to check the 
farther inroads, as well of Christianity as of Judaism, but had no wish 
to disturb those who were already Christians, in the practice of their 
religion; - and such a tacit recognition of Christianity must certainly 
be regarded as an advantage gained by the Christian party in the em
pire. But, as may be inferred from what -we have already said, the 
situation of the Christians, in this case, was quite different from that of 
the Jews. In the case of Judaism, it was naturally assumed in the 
prohibition, J udreos fieri, that the Jews, as a nation, were to remain 
unmolested in their right to the free exercise of their own religion; and 
in the criminality of the act, J udreos fieri, this law pronounced the 
criminality of all other Roman citizens, who had heretofore passed over 
to Judaism. But in the case of the Christians, no such distinction as 
this could be made; so that, as it concerned them, the law would pro
nounce all to be criminal, without exception, who had ever become 

son of Severus, was very well acquainted household, yet it by no means follows, that 

with this Proculus; that CaracaHa himself he was himself favorable either to Chris· 

was lacte Christiano educatus, whether it tianity or its followers. 

was, that he had a Christian for his nurse, 1 Tertullian says of Septimius Severns, 

or had spcnt his childhood amidst Chris (in the passage just referred to,) Clarissi· 

tians in the service of the imperial house mas feminas et clarissimos viros sciens hu· 

}wId. With this may be compared what jus sectre esse, non modo non loosit, verum 

..Elius Lampridius says in the life of this et testimonio exornavit et populo furenti 

emperor, (c. 1,) namely, that the playmates in nos palam restitit. 

of CaracaHa, when he was seven years old, 2 See above, p. 91. 

had, contrary to his father's will, led him to 8 As may be inferred from the fact that 

embrace Judaism, (ob Judaicam religionem he issued a rescript directing that those 

graviu9 verberatus,) and in connection with "qui illicitum collegium coisse dieanlur," 

the last, should be kept in mind what we should be accused before the Proofeetus 

quoted recently from Celsus, that Chris· urbi. Vid. Digest. I. XII. tit. XII.!.; 1+. 

tianity was propagated among the children. 4 JElii Spariiani Severus, c. 17: Judll!Oll 

But although Septimius Severus may have fieri sub gravi pama vetuit. Item etiam 

had Christians among the members of his de Christiania sanxit. 
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Christians. We should possess the words of the law itself, however, in 
order to decide with any certainty as to its true meaning. 

At all events, so explicit a. declaration, from an empe:o~ who had 
thus far shown himself personally favorable to the ChrIstIans, could 
only ope~te to render their circumstances still m?re distressing. In 
many districts, the persecution was so fierce, t~at ~t was looked upon 
as a sign of the speedy appearance of the AntichrIst.1 In Egypt and 
in proconsular Africa, this seems to have been particularly the cage; 
yet these persecutions were certainly not general. 

At a period somewhat earlier, the threat of lodging an information 
with the magistrates, had already been employed to extort money from 
the Christians; 2 and many had bargained, at a certain price, with 
informers, or greedy policemen, for the privilege of not being disturbed 
in the exercise of their religion.3 But as, under this government, the 
laws against the Christians continued to be neither strictly nor univer
sally carried into eifect, such proceedings became more common, doubt
less, than in earlier persecutions. And it was now the case, that entire 
communities purchased freedom from disturbance in this way.4 Many 
bishops thought that, by this course, they consulted best for the inter
est of their churches.5 But such measures would be opposed, not only 
by such as cherished a fanatic longing after martyrdom, but also on the 
score of prudence, and of zeal for the dignity and purity of the Chris
tian name. On the score of prudence, because it was only individuals, 
after all, who could be satisfied thus; and the rage or cupidity of 
others would only be excited the more; 6 - on the score of interest for 
the honor and purity of the Christian name, because Christians became 
associated, by this course, with those who purchased immunity with 
bribes from the punishment due for unlawful or nefarious crimes or 
pursuits.7 When the advocates of this course pleaded, in their 
defence, that men ought to give to Cresar the things that are Cresar's, 
and to God the things that are God's, Tertullian answered them 
thus: "He who would extort money from me, in this way, demands 
nothing for the emperor, but rather acts against him, since, for the sake 
of gold, he lets the Christians go free, who are guilty by the laws." 8 It 
appears to him remarkable, that, at a period when so many new regu
lations were devising for the improvement of the revenue, when so 

1 Enseb. 1. VI. c. 7. 	 Ut regno suo securi frni possent, sub ob· 
S The concutere Christianos. - Quid dicit tentu pacem procurandi. 

iIle concussor 1 Da mihi pecuniam, certe 6 Neque enim statim et &popnlo eris tu· 
ne eum tradat. Tertullian. de fuga in per· tus, si officia militaria redemeris, says Ter· 
secutione, c. 12. tullian, I. c. c. 14. 

8 Tu pacisceris enm delatore vel milite 7 Tertullian says, with reference to this, 
vel fnrunculo aliquo prreside, sub tunica et (I. c. c. 13): Nescio dolendum an erubes
sinu, quod aiunt, ut furtivo, quem coram cendum sit, cum in matricibus beneficiario· 
toto mundo Christ1l.!l emit, imo et manumi rum et curiosornm inter tabernarios e& 
ait, says the high-hearted Tertullian, as the lanios et fures balnearum et aleones et Ie
oPfonent of such transactions. 1. c. nones Christiani quoque vectigales conti· 

Parum est, si nnus aut a1ius ito\ eruitur. nentur. 
Massa\iter toile ecclesilll tributum sibi irro 8 Miles me vel delator vel inimicus con
ga1'eTunt. Tertullian. 1. c. c.. 13. cutit, nihil ClIlSari exigens i imo contra 

To this Tertullian sarcastically alludes: 	 faciens, cum Christianum, legihus humanis 
reum, mercede dimittit. Tertullian, I.e.o. 11. 
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many new taxes were introduced, it had never occurred to a.ny one, to 
propose the free profession of Christianity, at a certain rate, fixed by 
law. Thus, owing to the great number of the Christians, of which all 
were aware, the public revenue would be greatly increased.1 

The situation of the Christians continued to be the same under the 
government of the insane Caracalla, although the cruel emperor him
self was the occasion of no new persecutions. Everything depended 
on the accidental temper of the different governors. Many of these 
were active in devising expedients for saving, without open violation of 
the laws, the lives of those Christians who were arraigned before their 
tribunalS'.2 Others were furious, from personal hatred, or to flatter the 
people. Others, again, were contented to proceed according to the 
letter of the law enacted by Trajan. In a letter to one of the perse
cutors of the Christians, the proconsul Scapula, Tertullian remarks, 
that if he would use the sword only against the Ohristians according 
to the original laws, and as was still done by the governor of Maurita
nia, and by the governor of Leon, in Spain, he might discharge every 
lawful duty of his office, without resorting to cruelty. Trajan's law, 
then, was not always the governing rule. 

We will now select a few individual examples which may serve to 
illustrate the character of the persecutions of this time.s In the year 
200, some Christians belonging to the city of Scillita in Numidia, were 
brought before the tribunal of the proconsul Saturninus. He said to 
them, "You may obtain pardon of our emperors (Severus and Carn
calla,) if in good earnest you will return to our gods." One of them, 
Speratus, replied, "We have injured no man; we have spoken ill of 
none; for all the evil you have brought upon us, we have only thanked 
you. We give praise for it all to our true Lord and King." The 
proconsul replied, "We also are devout; we swear by the genius of 
the emperor our master, and we pray for his welfare, as you too must 
do." Hereupon Speratus: "I know of no genius of the ruler of this 
earth; but I serve my God in heaven, whom no man hath seen nor can 
see. I have defrauded no man of his dues. I have never failed to pay 

1 Tanta quotidie rerario angendo prospi
einntur remedia censuum, vectigalium, col
lationum, stip~ndiorum, nee unquam usque 
adhuc ex Christianis tale aliquid pros pee
tum est, sub aliquam redemptionem capitis 
et sectre redigendis, cum tantre multitudi
nis nemini ignotre fructus ingens meti pos
set. L. c. c. 12. 

2 Tertullian relates, that a prreses even 
went so far as to furnish the Christians 
himself with the means of so answering the 
questions of the judge, as to get discharged. 
Another released at once a Christian who 
had been brought before him, declaring it 
contrarv to the laws to yield to the demands 
of his tellow.citizens, - i. e. if we take tu
multuosum as neuter j or perhaps the cor
rect reading may be, he discharged the 
individual as a factions person, who must 
settle the matter with his fellow-citizens j 

viz. do what would satisfy them, - dimisit 
quasi tumultuosum, civibus suis satisfaeere 
(ut - satisfaceret.) A third subjected a 
Christian to slight torture, and as he yield
ed at once, dismissed him without requiring 
anything more of him, expressing at the 
same time his regret to the assistant judges, 
that he had anything to do with such busi
ness. Another tore in pieces the elogium 
or writ, when a Christian, seized by violence, 
was brought before him, declaring that se
cundum mandatum, - the law of Trajan,
he would listen to no complaint in the ab
sence of the aceusers. See Tertullian. ad 
Scapulam, c. 4. 

• 'fhe documents from which we take 
them, are in Ruinart. Acta Martyrum, the 
Acta Martyrum Scillitanorum, and Acta 
Perpetnre et Felicitatis. 
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the custom upon all which I purchase, for I acknowledge the emperor as 
my lord; but I can worship none but my Lord, the King of kings, 
the Lord of all nations." Upon this the proconsul ordered the Christ
ians to be conducted back to their prison until the next day. When 
they appeared again, he addressed them once more, and granted them 
a space of three days for reflection. But Speratus answered in the 
name of the rest; "I am a Christian, and we all are Christians; we 
abandon not our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Do with us as you 
please." Having thus confessed themselves Christians, and refused to 
pay due honor to the emperor, they were sentenced to decapitation. 
On receiving their sentence, they thanked God, and at the place of 
execution, they again kneeled and gave thanks. 

Some few years afterwards, three young men, Revocatus, Saturnius, 
and Secundulus, and two young women, Perpetua and Felicitas, were 
arrested at Carthage, all of them being still catechumens. The story 
of their imprisonment and of their sufferings presents us with many a 
fine trait of the power of Christian faith, combined with Christian 
tenderness of feeling. Perpetua, two and twenty years of age, who was 
a mother, with her child at the breast, had to struggle not alone with 
the natural feelings which shrunk from death, and with the weakness 
of her sex. The hardest conflict which she had before her was with 
those purely human feelings, grounded in the sacred ties of nature, 
feelings which Christianity recognizes in all their rights, and makes 
even more profound and tender, but yet causes to be sacrificed to the 
One Thing for which all else must be yielded. The mother of Perpetua 
was a Christian, but her aged father was still a pagan. His daughter 
was dear to him, but he dreaded also the disgrace connected with her 
sufferings 38 a Christian. When she was first brought to the police 
office, her aged father came and urged her to recant. Pointing to a 
vessel that lay on the ground, she said, "Can I call this vessel any
thing else than what it is? No. Neither can I say' to you anything 
else, than that I am a Christian." In the meantime, she was baptized; 
for the clergy usually found no difficulty in purchasing, at least, from 
the overseers of the prisons, admission to the Christians in confinement, 
for the purpose of administering to them the offices of religion; although, 
in the present case, even this was perhaps unnecessary, as the prisoners 
were not as yet placed under a rigorous guard. Perpetua said, " The 
Spirit bade me pray for nothing at my baptism but patience." After 
a .few days they were thrown into the dungeon. " I was tempted," 
s3J.d she, "for I had never been in such darkness before. 0 what a 
dreadful day! The excessive heat occasioned by the multitude of pris
oners, the rough treatment we experienced from the soldiers and 
finally, anxiety for my child, made me miserable." The deacon~, wh~ 
administered to them the communion in the dungeon, purchased for 
the Christian p~soners a better apartment, where they were separated 
from other enmmals. Perpetua now took the child to herself in the 
dungeon, and placed it at her breast; she recommended it to her 
mother.; she comforted her friends; and felt cheered herself by the 
posseSSIon of her babe. " The dungeon," said she, "became a palace 
to me." 
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The report reached her aged father, that they were about to· be 
tried. He hastened to her and said, "My daughter, pity my grey 
hairs, pity thy father, if I am still worthy to be called thy father. If 
I have brought thee up to this bloom of thy age, if I have preferred thee 
above all thy brothers, expose me not to such shame among men. Look 
upon thy son, who, if thou diest, cannot long survive. Let that lofty 
spirit give way, lest thou plunge us all into ruin. For if thou diest 
thus, not one of us will ever have courage again to speak a free word." 
Whilst saying this, he kissed her hands, threw himself at her feet, and 
called her with tears not his daughter, but his mistress. "My father's 
grey hairs," said the daughter, "pained me, when I considered that 
he alone of my family would not rejoice that I must suffer." She re
plied to him, "What shall happen when I come before the tribunal, 
depends on the will of God; for know, we stand not in our own strength, 
but only by the power of God." On the arrival of this decisive hour, 
her aged father also appeared, that he might for the last time try his 
utmost to overcome the resolution of his daughter. Said the governor 
to Perpetua, "Have pity on thy father's grey hairs, have pity on thy 
helpless child. Offer sacrifice for the welfare of the emperor." She 
answered, "That I cannot do." " Art thou a Christian? " "Yes," 
she replied, "I am a Christian." Her fate was now decided. They 
were all condemned together to serve, at the approaching festival, on the 
anniversary of the young Geta's nomination,] as a cruel sport for the 
people and soldiers in a fight of wild beasts. They returned back re
joicing to the dungeon. But Perpetua did not suppress the tender 
feelings of the mother. Her first act was to send a request to her aged 
father that she might have the child, whom she wished to give the 
breast; but he refused to part with it. As to Felicitas, on her return 
to the dungeon, she was seized with the pains of labor. The jailer said 
to her, " If thy present sufferings are so great, what wilt thou do, when 
thou art thrown to the wild beasts? This thou didst not consider, when 
thou refusedst to sacrifice." She answered, "I now suffer myself all 
that I suffer; but then there will be another who shall suffer for me, 
because I also will suffer for him." A custom which had come down 
from the times of human sacrifices, under the bloody Baal-worship 
of the Carthaginians, still prevailed, of dressing those criminals who 
were condemned to die by ;vild beasts, in priestly raiment. It was 
therefore proposed, in the present case, that the men should be clothed 
as the priests of Saturn, and the women as the priestesses of Ceres. 
Nobly did their free, Christian spirit protest against such a proceeding. 
"We have come here," said they, "of our own will, that we may not 
suffer our freedom to be taken from us. We have given up our lives, 
that we may not be forced to such abominations." The pagans them
selves acknowledged the justice of their demand and yielded. 

After they had been torn by the wild beasts, and were about to re
ceive the merciful stroke which was to end their sufferings, they took 
leave of each other, for the last time, with the mutual kiss of Christian 
love. 

J Natales ClI!saris. 
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A more quiet se8BOll for the Christian Church began with the reign 
of the ignoble Heliogabalus, A. D. 219. But we ?ave alreadyex
plained the singular phenomenon, that the worst prmces proved to 
be the most favorably disposed towards the Christians. Heliog3r 
balus was not a follower of the old religion of the state, but even 
devoted to a foreign superstition which united with itself the most 
abominable excesses, the Syrian worship of the Sun, This worship he 
wished to make predominant in the Roman empire, and to blend with 
it all other religions. To this end he tolerated Christianity, as he did 
other foreign religions. Had he ever proceeded to the execution of his 
plan, he would assuredly have met with the most determined opposition 
from the Christians. l 

From an entirely different source proceeded the favorable disposition 
of the noble-minded and devout Alexander Severns, (from the year 
222 to 235,) an emperor wholly unlike to his abandoned predecessor. 
This excellent prince possessed a ready sympathy with all that is good, 
and a reverence for everything counected with religiDn. He was at
tached to that religious eclecticism, the grounds of whose origin we 
have earlier explained. But he distinguished himself from others of 
the same principles, by giving Christianity a plaee in his system. In 
Christ he recognized a Divine Being, equal with the other gods; and 
in the domestic chapel (the Larareum) where he was used to offer his 
morning devotions, among the images of those men, whom he regarded 
as beings of a superior order-of Apollonius of Tyana, of Orpheus
stood also the bust of Christ. It is said that it was his intention to 
cause Christ to be enrolled among the Roman deities. The words of 
our Saviour, which this emperor was constantly repeating, "As ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise,"- a 
maxim which, taken alone, is but little suited, it must be confessed, to 
mark the distinguishing character of Christianity,-he caused to be 
engraven on the walls of his palace and on public monuments. When 
the mother of this emperor, Julia Mammrea, resided at Antioch, she 
sent for Origen, the great teacher of the Alexandrian church; and we 
may be certain that this father, who, more than any other, knew how to 
make Christianity intelligible to a foreign mode of thinking, availed 
himself of this opportunity to do this in the case of Mammrea, who exer
cised a great influence over the feelings of her son. The declarations 
of this emperor on several occasions are based on the recognition of 
Christianity as a religio licita, and of the Christian church as a law
fully existing corporation; as, for example, when, in recommendinO' a 
new mode of appointment to the civil offices of the state, he refer~ed 
for a model to the regulations in Christian churches; and when in a. 
dispute betwixt the guild of cooks and the Christian church in .Rome 
respecting a lot of land w?ich the latter had appropriated, he decided ~ 
favor of the church; saymg, "It was better that God should be wor
shipped in wha.tever manner, on that spot, than that it should be given 

1 ..:El. Lamprid. vito c. a, 6, 7. 

11· 
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up to the cooks. In view of this so favorable dispoBition of Alexander 
Severus towards the Christians, and of the declarations which imply a 
tacit recognition of Christianity as a religio licita; it is the more singu
lar that he should still omit taking the decisive step, by which he 
would have given to the Christian church the greatest, the most 
certain and the most lasting ad vantage - that of adopting Christianity 
by an express law of the empire among the tolerated religions. It is 
evident from this fact how difficult it was for a Roman emperor to effect 
a change in anything that related to the public religion of the state. 
In fact, it was under the reign of Severus, that the civilian whose 
authority stands so high in the Roman law, Domitius Ulpian, collected 
together in the seventh of his ten books, De officio proconsulis,l the 
rescripts of the emperors against the Christians.2 

The rude Thracian, Maximinus, who in the year 235 raised himself 
to the imperial throne, after the assassination of the excellent Alexander 
Severus, hated the Christian,> on account of the friendly relations in 
which they stood with his predecessor, and persecuted in particular 
those bishops who had been on terms of intimacy with him.s In addi
tion to this, several of the provinces, as Cappadocia and Pontus, were 
visited with destructive earthquakes, whieh re-enkindled the popular 
hatred against the Christians. The fury of the people, under such an 
emperor, had free scope; and it was, moreover, encouraged by hostile 
governors. The persecutions were confined, indeed, to single provinces, 
so that the Christians could save themselves by flying from one prov
ince to another. But although the persecutions were less violent than 
in other times, they made the greater impression, because they fell on 
those who, during the long interval of peace, had become unused to 
violence.4 

A more favorable period for the Christians returned again with the 
accession of Philip the Arabian, in the year 244. It is said, that this 
emperor was himself a Christian.5 We have a circumstantial account 
which states, that on the vigils of Easter, the night after Easter Sun
day, he presented himself for the purpose of joining in the worship of 
a Christian assembly; that he was met at the door by the bishop of the 
church,6 and told that, on account of his past crimes,7 he could obtain no 
admittance there, until he had submitted to the penance of the church; 
and that the emperor actually consented to comply with the terms pre
scribed. But this story does not harmonize with all we otherwise know 
respecting the emperor Philip; for in no part of his public life, not 
<cven on his coins, has he left the least trace of his Christianity; but he 
everywhere appears as a follower of the pagan religion of the state. 

1 Of which the fragments are to be found 6 Eusebius, in his Church History, makes 
in the Digests, 1. I. tit. XIV. c. 4, and the use of the expression: KareXtl A6yo~. But 
'following. in the Chronicle he calls him distinctly, 

2 Lactant. institut. 1. V. c. 11 : Ut doce the first Christian emperor. 
ret, quibus oportct cos poonis affici, qui sc 6 According to the later tradition of Ba
cult~l'es Dei confitct·entur. bylM. bishop of Antioch. 

8 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 28. 7 The assassination of his predecessor, 
• Vid. ep. Firmiliani Cresareens. 75 apud Gordianus, was doubtless one of the crime. 


Cypr. and Orig. Commcntar. in Matth. T. here meant. 

III. p. 857. Ed. de la Rue. 
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Origen, who was on terms of correspondence with the imperial family,l 
and who wrote, during this reign, his work against Celsus, gives us to 
understand, indeed, that the Christians now enjoyed a season of quiet; 
but we find in this writer no intimation of the fact, that the ruler of the 
Roman empire was a Christian, when 388uredly he had occasion to 
mention it, if it was true. The only possible way of explaining this 
would be to say, that the emperor, led by political motives, kept his con
version to Christianity a secret. But then again, this statement could 
not be reconciled with the other, namely, that he had visited a Christian 
388embly, especially on such an occasion, or that he had submitted to 
the penance of the church. We find, indeed, the first traces of the 
tradition respecting the conversion of this emperor to Christianity in an 
author of no less credit than Dionysius of Alexandria, who wrote under 
the reign of Valerian, the second in succession after Philip. He says 
of Valerian, that "He showed more good will towards the Christians, 
than even those emperors who were held to be Christians themselves."2 
By tlwse emperors, we can conceive no others to be meant than the 
present Philip, and Alexander Severus. Probably, then, the well-in
formed Dionysius placed them both in the same class. Philip, like 
Alexander Severns, might have included Christianity in his system of 
religious eclecticism; and the exaggerated legend made of him a 
Christian. But the assassination of his predecessor, and many other 
actions of which he was known to be guilty, seemed inconsistent with 
his Christianity; to solve the contradiction, the legend added this fig
ment of the occurrence at the Easter vigils. 

But instead of dwelling longer upon this exaggerated story, we will 
cite, before we pass to new trials of the Christian church, the remarkable 
words of that great ecclesiastical teacher and writer of those times,
Origen, - respecting the trials which the church had already encoun
tered, and respecting her then external condition and future prospects. 
In relation to the earlier persecutions, he remarks,3 " As the Christians, 
who had been commanded not to defend themselves against their ene
mies by outward force, observed the mild and philanthropic injunctions ; 
~hat they could not have gained, had they been ever so powerful, in 
case they had been permitted to wage war, that they received from the 
God who constantly fought for them, and who, from time to time 
constrained to peace those who had arrayed themselves against th~ 
Christians and would have exterminated them from the earth; for in 
order to remind them, when they saw some few of their brethren ex
posed to sufferings on account of their religion, that they should be the 
bol~er and despise death, a few, now and then, so few that they may 
easIly be numbered, have died for the Christian religion; 4 while God 
has .al~ays ~reve~ted a w:ar of extermination against the whole body of 
Christians, Since It was hIS pleasure that they should remain, and that 
the whole earth should be filled with this saving and most holy doc

1 He had written letters to the emperor, 8 L. III. c. 8. 
and to his wife Severa, which have not 4 'OMyo! KaTil KatpoV!: Ka2 urpOJpa fVapL
been preserved. ilfLflTOt il7rep rii!: XptaTLalli:J1I fhouej3elCl{

I EUBeb. 1. VI)- c. ]0. Tefh'~{(aCTtli. 
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trine. And yet, on the other hand, in order that the weaker brethren 
might breathe freely, delivered from their fear of death, God has taken 
care of the faithful, scattering, by his mere will, all the assaults of their 
enemies, so that neither emperor, nor governor, nor the populace, hu 
been able to rage against them longer." In reference to his own times, 
he observes, "The number of the Christians, God has caused contin-
ually to increase, and some addition is made to it every day;' he has, 
moreover, given them already the free exercise of their religion;l al
though a thousand obstacles still hinder the spread of the doctrines of 
Jesus in the world. But since it was God who willed that the doctrines 
of Jesus should become a blessing also to the heathen, the machinations 
of men against the Christians have all been turned to shame, and the 
more emperor, governor and the populace have endeavored to de8troy 
tn,e Ghristian..~, the more powerful have they become.." 2 He says, that 
among the multitude who became Christians, might be found men of 
wealth and of high stations in the government, as also rich and noble 
women;3 that the teacher of a Christian church might now, indeed, ob
tain honor and respect, but that the contempt which he met with from 
others exceeded the respect which he enjoyed from his brethren in the 
faith.4 He says, moreover, that those absurd accusations against the 
Christians were still believed by many, who carried their prejudice so 
far as even to avoid speaking with them.D He writes, that by the 
divine will, the persecutions against the Christians had long since 
ceased; but he adds, with a glance to the future, that this time of 
tranquillity would, in its turn, certainly come to an end, when the 
calumniators of Christianity had once more diffused abroad the opinion, 
that the cause of the many disturbances (in the latter part of this 
emperor's reign) was the great multitude of the Christians, who had so 
increased their numbers, because they were no longer persecuted;6 
Thus he foresaw, that the persecutions had not yet come to an end, 
and the opinion that the decline of the state religion and the unceas
ing progress of Christianity was bringing calamity upon the Roman 
empire, would, sooner or later, bring on another persecution of the 
Christians. "If God," says he, "grants liberty to the tempter, ana 
gives him the power to persecute us, we shall be persecuted. But if 
it is God's will that we should not be exposed to these sufferings we 
shall, in some wonderful way, enjoy tranquillity, even in the midst of a 
world that hates us; and we trust in him who has said, Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world. And in truth he has overcome 
the world. In so far, then, as he who has overcome the world, wills 

I 'Hd" <If; Ir:a~ 'lrapp"ufav e'lrtd€d&lKe1J. L. 6 L. VI. c. 28. Origen says, that Jew. 
VII. c. 26. had spread abroad those reports about the 

2 TouovT'1,J 'Ir"Aeiov, lrtvovro /(a~ KartUtv. murder of children, &c., against the Chris
ov trI/>6r1pa. L. c. tians. 

8 T LVe, rwv tv aqtWf.lalJt, /(a~ yfwata ril. 6 Ka~ e/t<o, 'lravue/J'&at ro w, 'lrPO, rw 
d(3piJ. Ka~ ebyeviJ. L. III c, 9. (3iov TOVTOI' TOL, 'lrttN'eVOVULV eyytv6WJvov 

• Ka~ viiv de 'lrAeL&lV turtv ;, 'lrapiI. roi~ a6ee" e'lrav ml:ALV ol 'lraVT~ rp0'lrftJ 6£a(3"1.
Mt'lrOL, Itdoqia riJ, 'lrapil. roi~ 0f.l0oo~Ot, vo MVTE, TOV AUr0l', ri)v alriav 'I'1}v br~ 1'Moii
""'Ollev", d6;1/> /(a~ ob mzutv, (an allusion TO viiv fn'aue&l, tv 'lrA¥tet TWV 'lrlC1nV6PTuP 
to the parties existine: among the Chris VOlltU&lUW elVIII. L. III. c. 15. 
tians.) L. c. 
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tha.t we should overcome it, since he has received from the Father 
power to overcome the world, w~ rel~ upon his victory.l Bu~ if it is 
his pleasure that we should agam strive and battle for the faIth, then 
let the enemy come, and we will say to him, "We can do all things 
through him that strengthens us, Jesus Christ our Lord." Alt~lOugh 
Origen was too sensible and sagacious to place great confidence m the 
peaceful times which the Christian church then enjoyed, though he saw 
that new struggles must be undergone, yet he was firlllly persuaded 
that the day was coming when Christianity, by virtue of its intrinsic, 
divine power, would come forth victorious out of them all, and gain the 
dominion over entire humanity. As Celsus had said, that in case all 
behaved like the Christians, the emperor would be left without an army, 
the Roman empire would fall a prey to the wildest barbarians, and 
consequently all culture become extinct; to this Origen replied, " If, as 
Celsus sais, all did as I do, then the barbarians also would receive the 
divine word, and become the most moral and gentle of men. All other 
religions would cease from the earth, and Christianity alone be supreme, 
which indeed is destined one day to lwve tlte supremacy, since the divine 
truth is continually bringing more souls under its 8way." 2 The con
viction which Origen here expresses, - that Christianity, by its own 
intrinsic power, would in addition to its other conquests, subdue all the 
rudeness of the savage stock of human nature, and bestow all true cul
ture on the barbarians, - this conviction was nothing new, but from 
the beginning given with the Christian consciousness itself. The 
Apostle Paul describes Christianity as a power that should reach as 
well to Scythians as to Greeks, and impart the same divine life to both 
these national Rtocks, binding them together in one divine family; and 
Justin Martyr testifies that no barbarian or Nomadic race was to be 
found, in which prayers did not ascend to God in the name of the cruci
fied.3 But· the really new,-wherein we perceive the change which 
the onward progress of history, during the course of this century, had 
produced in the mode of thinking among Christians and in their antici
pations of the future development of God's kingdom, -was, that Origen 
confidently avows the expectation that Christianity, working outward 
from within, would overcome and suppress every other religion, and 
gain the dominion of the world. Such an anticipation was foreign to 
the thoughts of the older teachers of the church. They could conceive 
of the Pagan state in no other relation than one of constant hostility to 

] I render the pusage, (I. VIII. c. 70,) KpariJ~fl, Toil AOYOV UCt r.Adolla, vC{l0/-levov
according to what seems to me to be a nc VJVxar;. L. VIII. c. 68. 
cessary correction of the text: I!.L07rCP eI, 3 Dial. c. Tryph. f. 345, cd. Colon: OM" 
DaO" IJ<K~~a< (instead of r) ~fLiir; (this I in· tv yap oAW, l~Ti TO yillor; UV1'tpW7rt.JV, eire 
sert) aVTo" {3ovAcra<. Aap",,, U7rO Toil 7raT {3ap(3&.pwv, ciu tU~vt.Jv, cire U7r/.W, r;,rLVL. 
po, TO "tKllv TOV KO~/lOV, f)appou/l'V (oe I oilv ovo/lar! 7rpOdayopcvopj:vt.Jv ~ •A/la~o{3i
omit) ry (KCtVOV ViKlI. wv fI UOiKWV KaAovp.ivwv fI lv ~KTlVaZr; !<TTl

s I!..I7MvoTL Ka~ ol {3up{3apoL, Tt;J A"yr,:> TOU VOTPO"'WV oIKovvTt.Jv, ev olr p.~ Otu TOV ov6
f)eov 7rpO~£Af)ovTf" VO/lLp.';'TaToL l~ovTaL Kat {laTOr; Toil lTTaVpwf)tVTor; 'ITlO'oil £vxa1 Kat
lrd~a p.'" f)pl7~Kfia KaTaAvfJ~~cTa" /l6v~ oe £~xap<O'Tiat TfiJ r.aTpl Kal 7rO<TlT~ TWV 01.0)1
1] XpUTnavOw Kpari!~e,' ~T<r Ka~ p.QVI7 7rOTe ),wOIlTa<. 
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Christianity, and expected the triumph of the church only as the renJt 
of a supernatural interposition, at the second coming (If Christ.l. 

What the sagacious Origen had foretold, with regard to impending 
persecutions, was soon verified. Indeed, at the very time he was in
diting these words at Cresarea in Palestine, they had already begun to 
be verified in another district of the empire. When the enthusiastio 
followers of the old religion observed the encroachments which, during 
this long season of peace, Christianity had made on every side, threat
ening the destruction of all they held dearest, the fanatic spirit would 
be excited in them to so much the greater degree of violence. And 80 

it was, that even before the change of rulers, a certain individual made 
his appearance in Alexandria, who imagined that he had been called 
by a revelation of the gods,2 to arouse the people to war in defence of 
their ancient sanctuaries, against the enemies of the gods; and by his 
means the fury of the extremely excitable populace of" thaj city waa 
kindled against the Christians. They had already suffered muoh from 
this quarter. 

It had repeatedly been the case before, that a government favorable 
to the Christians was immediately succeeded by another under which 
they were oppressed-the reign of Antoninus Pius, for example, by 
that of Marcus Aurelius- of Marcus Aurelius by that of Maximinus 
the Thracian. So it proved once more, when, in 249, Decius Trajan 
conquered Philip the Ari,bian, and placed himself on the throne of the 
Cresars. It would be natural for an emperor, zealously devoted to the 
pagan religion, who succeeded to a government which had been lenient 
towards the Christians, to consider himself bound to reenforce the 
ancient laws, now fallen into desuetude, and to carry them into more 
rigorous execution against the religion which, during the preceding 
reign, had become so much more widely diffused. In many parts of 
the empire the Christians had now enjoyed undisturbed peace for a 
period of thirty years; in several districts, for a still longer time. A 
persecution, following after so many years of tranquillity, could not 
fail to prove a sifting process for the churches, where many had for
gotten the conflict with the world to which they were called as Christ,. 
ians, and the virtues which they should maintain in this conflict. It 
was in this light, as such a process for the sifting and cleansing of the 
churches, now asleep and become worldly under the long enjoyment of 
quiet, that this new persecution was regarded by the bishop Cyprian of 
Carthage. It was thus he expressed himself before the Christians under 
his spiritual guidance, soon after the first storm of the persecution was 
over.3 "If," said he, "the cause of the disease is understood, the 
cure of the afflicted part is already found. The Lord would prove his 
people; and because the divinely prescribed regimen of life had be

1 This is expressed by Justin Martyr, in 2 Dionysius, bishop of .Alexandria, ill 4 
tho Dial. c. Tryph. f. 358, where he sa.ys of letter to Fabius, bishop of Antioch, cited ill 
the apXOVTt~, - 'Ot ob '/I"aVO'OVTat ~ava Eusebius, (1. VI. c. 41,) calls him, '0 /(Cl/CWII 

ToVVTt. "al dw"OVT£f TOV. TO lrvofUl Toil Tfi lI'oi\tt Tav1'1) p.aVTtr "at 1I'0t1lrfJ,. 
XplCTToii 0poAoyouvTaf, lwr lI'aAW '/I"apv "a~ a In his sermo de lapsis . 
.c4TcMV~ lI'aVTar· 
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come disturbed in the long season o~ peace, a divine jud~ent ~as 
sent to re-establish our fallen, and I mIght almost say slumbermg faIth. 
Our sins deserve more; but our gracious Lord has so ordered it, that 
all which has occurred seems rather like a trial than a persecution. 
Forgetting what believers did in. t~e timesof th~ al;lostl~s, and w.hat 
they should always be doing, Chnstians labored, WIth I~satiable deSIre, 
to increase their earthly possessions. Many of the blShops, :wh~, .by 
precept and example, should have guided others, neglected theIr dlVlne 
milling, to engage in the management of worldly concerns." Su.ch 
being the condition of things in many of the churches, it may be easily 
understood that a persecution, which was now so unusual an occurrence, 
and which in the present case, became after the first outbreak, so ex
tremely violent, must have produced a powerful impression. 

It was certainly the design of the emperor, to suppress Ohristianity 
entirely. In the year 250, he ordered rigorous search to be made for 
all suspected of refusing compliance with the national worship, and the 
Christians were to be required to conform to the ceremonies of the 
Roman religion. In case they declined, threats, and afterwards tor
tures were to be employed to compel submission. If they remained 
firm, it was resolved to inflict, particularly on the bishops, whom the 
emperor hated most bitterly, the punishment of death. There was a 
disposition, however, to try first the effect of commands, threats, per
suasions and the milder forms of chastisement. By degrees, recourse 
WIl8 had to more violent measures; and gradually the persecution 
extended from the capital of the empire - where the presence of an 
emperor known to be hostile to the Christians made it the most severe 
at the beginning-into the provinces. Wherever the imperial edict 
was carried into execution, the first step was publicly to appoint a day 
against which all the Christians of a place were to present themselves 
before the magistrate, renounce their religion, and offer at the altar. 
In the ease of those who before the end of the time fled their country, 
nothing further was done; except that their goods were confiscated, 
and themselves forbidden to return under penalty of death. But if 
they were unwilling to make so immediate a sacrifice of their earthly 
goods for the heavenly treasure, if they waited, in the expectation that 
Bome expedient might perhaps yet be found whereby both could be re
tained, t~en, unless they. h~ voluntarily presented themselves by the 
day appomted, the exammation was commenced before the magistrate 
assisted by five. of the principal cit.izcns.l. After repeated tortures: 
those who remamed firm were cast mto pnson, where the additional 
Bufferings of hunger and thirst were employed to overcome their resolu
tion. The extreme penalty of death appears to have been resorted to 
less frequently. Many magistrates, whose avarice exceeded their zeal 
for the laws, or who were really desirous of sparing the Christians 
gla~ly let the~ off, eyen without sacrificing, provided they bought ~ 
certificate, or libel, as it was called, attesting that they had satisfactorily 

1 Cyprian. ep. 40. Quinque primores illi expression edicto renders it not probable, 
qui edicto nuper magistratibus fuerant cop: to say the least, that this regulation Willi 
mati, ut fidem nostram 6ubxuerent. The 'confined to Carthage alone. 
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complied with the requisitions of the edict.! Some Ohi-istiansputl!ltld 
a bolder course, and instead of providing such certificates, maintain&4, 
without appearing before the authorities, that their names were entered 
on the magistrate's protocol, along with those by whom the edict had 
been obeyed (acta facientes.)2 Many erred through ignorance; sup
posing themselves guilty of no violation of religious constancy, when 
they did notbing contrary to their professed faith either by sll&rificing 
or burning incense; but only allowed others to report that they had 
done so. But this proceeding the church always condemned aa a tOOit 
abjuration.3 

The effect produced by this sanguinary edict among the Christians 
in large cities, such as Alexandria and Carthage, may best be described 
in the words of the Alexandrian bishop Dionysius.4 "All," says he, 
"were thrown into consternation by the terrible decree; and of the more 
reputable citizens,5 many presented themselves immediately, of their own 
accord: some, private individuals, impelled by their fears; othel'8, 
such as were invested with some public office, and were forced to do it 
by their employment; 6 while others still were conducted forward by 
their relations and friends. As each was called by name, they 
approached the unholy offering; some pale and trembling, as if they 
were going not to sacrifice, but to be themselves sacrificed to the gods, 
so that the populace, who thronged around, derided them; and it was 
plain to all, that they were equally afraid to sacrifice and to die. 
Others advanced with more alacrity, carrying their boldness so far aa 
t{) avow they never had been Christians. In all of these, was verified 
the saying of our Lord,' how hardly can a rich man enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' As to the rest, some followed the example of 
these two classes of the more reputable; others betook themselves to 
flight, and others were arrested; of these last, a part held out, indeed, 
till the manacles were fastened on, and some even suffered themselves 
to be imprisoned for several days; but they abjured before they were 
summoned to appear at the tribunal. Others endured their tortures to 
a certain point, but finally gave in. Yet the firm and ever blessed pil
lars of the Lord, who through him were made strong, and endured, 
with a power and steadfastness worthy of, and corresponding to, the 
strength of their faith, became wonderful witnesses of his kingdom." 
Among these, Dionysius mentions a boy, of fifteen years, Dioscurus by 
name, who, by his apt replies and constancy under torture, forced the 

1 Those who procured snch a certificate always first directed, and who, above all 
were styled libellatici. others, were exposed to danger. 

~ Cyprian. ep. 31. Qui acta fecissent, li· 6 Among the personre insignes, a distinc· 
cet prresentes, cum fierent, non affuissent tion was made between the LOtWTeVOVTtG. 
ut SIC scriberetur mandando. who appeared voiuntllrily before the civil 

8 The Roman clergy, in their letter to authonties and complied with the edict, and 
Cyprian. say: Non est immunis a scelere, the OTj/loCfteVOvrer, 01 V1I"0 Ti:JV 7rpuEet.lv 
qui ut fie ret imperavit, nee est alienus a 1}YOVTO, who were obliged by their oflioial 
crimine, cujus consensu Iicet non a se ad· duties to appear in the places of public reo 
missum crimen tamen publice legitur. sort, and were therefore under the necessi· 

, Euseb. I. VL c. 41. ty of deciding immediately, whether they 
8 Oi 1I"ept4>aviCfrepOt, the personre insigncs, would obey the edict, or render themselves 

on whom the attention of the pagans was. liable to the penalty by their disobedience 
publicly expressed 

http:7rpuEet.lv
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admiration of the governor himself, who fin~ll! dismissed hi~, d~claring 
that, on account of his minority, he was willing to allow hIm tIme for 
better reflection. 

If the number of the wavering, or of those who fell in the conflict, 
was great, yet were there, also, many glorious exhibitions of the power 
of faith and of Christian devotedness. At Carthage, we find a cer
tain N ~midicus who for his exemplary conduct in the persecution, 
was, by bishop'Cyp;ian, made a presbyter. This man, after .having 
inspired many with courage to suffp,r martyrdom, and seen hIS own 
wife perish at the stake, had himsdf, when half. burned and covered 
under a heap of stones, been left for dead. HIS daughter went to 
search under the stones for the body of her father, in order to bury 
it. Great was her joy at finding him still giving signs oflife, and when 
her filial assiduities finally succeeded in completely restoring him. A 
woman had been brought to the altar by her husband, where she was 
forced to offer, by some one holding her haud. But she exclaimed, " I 
did it not,-it was you that did it; " and she was thereupon condemned 
to exile.1 In the dungeon at Carthage, we find confessors of Christ, 
whom their persecutors had endeavored, for eight days, by heat, hun
ger and thirst, to force to abjuration, and who now saw death by starv
ation staring them in the face.2 Certain confessors at Rome, who 
had already been confined for a year, wrote to the bishop Cyprian in the 
following terms: 3 "What more glorious and blessed lot can, by God's 
grace, fall to man, than, amidst tortures and the fear of death itself, to 
confess God, the Lord; than, with lacerated bodies, and a spirit depart
ing, but yet free, to confess Christ, the Son of God; than to become 
fellow-sufferers with Christ, in the name of Christ? If we have not 
yet shed our blood, we are ready to shed it. Pray then, beloved Cy
prian, that the Lord would daily confirm and strengthen each one of 
us, more and more, with the power of his might, and that he, as the 
best of leaders, would finally conduct his soldiers, whom he has disci
plined and proved in the dangerous camp, to the field of battle which 
is before us, armed with those divine weapons which never can be 
conquered." 4, 

. The hatred of the emper~r was particularly directed against the 
bIShops, and perhaps the pUnIshment of death was expressly intended 
f~r them ~lone. At the very outset of the persecution, the Roman 
bIshop F~blanus su~~red ~artyrdom. Several of the bishops withdrew 
from their .commumtI~s, tIll the first tempest of the persecution was 
over. ThIS course mIght be an act of weakness, if the fear of death 
threatened first to the~selves,. impelled th~m to it. But they might 
also be actuated by loftIer motIves; they mIght look upon it as their 
duty,. since their ~resence served merely to exasperate the pagans, to 
contrI?ute, by theIr temporary absence, to the preservation of the peace 
of theIr flocks, and moreover, so far as was consistent with steadfast
ness to the faith and the discharge of their pastoral duties, to secure 

1 Cyprian. ep. 18. IEp.26.
I Ep. 21. Luciani ap Cyprian. 'Ephes. 6, 11. 
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their own lives for the future services of their communities and of·ihe 
church. But such a step was ever liable to different interpretations, 
and the bishops, particularly those in the large capital towns, on whom 
all eyes were turned, exposed themselves to many an accusation. Even 
the bishop Cyprian could not escape these censures, when, moved by 
the cry of these furious pagan people, who demanded his death, he with
drew, for a period, into a place of concealment.l His later conduct, at 
least, shows that he knew how to overcome the fear of death, and the 
frankness and peace of conscience with which, in a letter to the Roman 
church, he explains his conduct, clear him from all reproach.2 " Im
mediately," he writes, "on the first commencement of the troubles, 
when the people, with furious clamors, had frequently demanded my 
death, I retired for a while, not so much out of regard for my own safe
ty, as for the public peace of the brethren, lest the disturbances which 
had begun, might be increased by my obstinate presence." This con· 
duct was in accordance with the principles which he recommended to 
others in all similar cases.3 "Thus our Lord," he says, " commanded 
that, in times of persecution, we should give way and fly; he pre
scribed this rule, and followed it himself. For, as the crown of mar
tyrdom comes from the grace of God, and can only be gained when the 
hour for receiving it is arrived, he who retires for a season, while he 
still remains true to Christ, denies not the faith, but abides his time." 
There was some difference, it must be allowed, between the case of all 
other Christians, and of one who had the office of a pastor to adminis
ter, and duties to fulfil towards souls which were committed to .his care. 
But Cyprian waived none of these obligations. He could truly say, that 
although absent in the body, yet in spirit he was constantly present with 
his flock, and by counsel and act, endeavored to guide them according 
to the precepts of the Lord.4 The letters which he sent from his re
tirement by means of certain ecclesiastics, through whom he main
tained a constant correspondence with his people, show how truly he 
could say this of himself; how vigilantly he labored to maintain the 
discipline and order of his church, and to provide, in every Wll-Y, for 
the W3;IJ.ts of the poor, who were hindered by the persecution from pur
suing their ordinary employments, and for the relief of the prisoners. 
The same principles of Christian prudence which moved him to avoid 
a momentary danger, were also exhibited in his exhortations to his 
flock, which, while they enforced the duty of Christian constancy, 
warned against every approach to fanatical extravagance. " I beg of 
you," he writes to his clergy,O " to use all prudence and care for the 
preservation of quiet; and if our brethren, in their love, are anxious to 
visit those worthy confessors whom divine grace has already hQnored 
by a. glorious beginning, yet this must be done with caution, and not in 
crowds, lest the suspicion of the heathen should be excited, lest our ac
cess to them should be wholly prohibited, and, in our eagerness for too 

1 The Roman clergy, in their letter to the sa, quod ntiqne recte fecerit, prop.. 
C[eT1).8 at Carthage, express themselves with quod sit persona insignia." Ep. 2. 
some doubt on the matter: "They had 2 Ep. 14. 8 De lapsia. 
lea.rned Cyprianum secessisse certa ex can- , Ep. 14. 6 Ep. 4. 
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much, we should lose the whole. Be careful, then, that, for the greater 
safety this matter be managed with due moderation; so that even the 
presbYters who administer the communion to the prisoners in their 
dungeon, may severally take their turns, as well as those deacons who 
~ to IIBBist? for, by this alternati~n of persons and chang~ of visi.tors, 
the thing will be rendered less ObVIOUS. Indeed, we must ill all things, 
with meekness and humility, as becomes the servants of God, accom
modate ourselves to the times, and seek for the preservation of peace 
and the best good.of the people." He advised his church to regard 
this persecution as an admonition to the duty of prayer.1 "Let each 
of us," he says, " pray to God, not for himself alone, but for all the 
brethren, according to the example which our Lord has given us, where 
we are taught to pray, not as individuals, each for himself, but as a com
mon brotherhood, all fur all. When the Lord shall see us humble and 
peaceful, united among ourselves, and made better by our present suf
ferings, he will deliver us from the persecutions of our enemies." 

From a. comparison of the letters of Cyprian which belong to this 
period, with those of Dionysius of Alexandria, we may conclude, that 
the persecution became gradually more severe; a fact to be accounted 
for, however, without supposing that any llew edict was issued by the 
emperor Decius. As so many had wavered on the first menace of the 
magistrate, it was the more confidently hoped that the Christians 
might be altogether suppressed without resorting to extremit.ies, if they 
'Were but deprived of their bishops, who constantly inflamed their zeal 
for the faith. The management of the whole matter had, at first, been 
intrusted to the city and local magistrates in the several provinces; 
persons who, from their acquaintance with the individual citizens, best 
knew how to approach them, and who could find out those means which 
were adapted to operate most effectually upon each individual, accord
ing to his particular character and his particular connections. The 
severest punishments, at first, were imprisonment and exile. But when 
it was seen that the hope which had been excited by the:first success
ful result, was disappointed, the proconsuls took the matter into their 
own hands; and the proceedings against those whose constancy had 
been the cause of this disappointment, became more violent, in order 
that they might be forced, at least, to yield like the rest. Hunger and 
thirst, the more refined and cruel methods of torture, in some cases the 
punishment of death, inflicted even upon such as were not connected 
with the S8.(l~d office, were now employed. But it was natural that, in 
course of time, men would grow tired of their fury, and the excited 
passions b~co~e cool again. The change, moreover, which took place 
1Il; the proV1D;Cl~ governments, when t~e old proconsuls and presidents, 
'!lth the begmnmg of the year 251, l8.1d down their office, might, for a 
time., ha,,:e been favora.ble ~or the Christians. Finally, the attention of 
1?ecluB hims~lf was more WIthdrawn from his persecutions of the Chris
~, by po~tical events of gr~ater importance to him, the insurrection 
m Macedorua, and the Gothic war. In this last war, towards the 

1 Ep. 7. 
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close of the year, he lost his life. The calm which the ChristiBruJ .. 
joyed in consequence of this change, continued under the reigs 01 
Gallus and Volusianus, through a part of the following year, 252. Bat. 
a destructive pestilence, whic~ ha:d broke out in the preceding r. 
and was now gradually spreading Its ravages through the whole Roma. 
empire, besides drought and famine in several of the provinces, excited, 
as usual, the fury of the populace against the Christians.1 An impe
rial edict appeared, requiring all Roman subjects to sacrifice to the 
gods, in order to obtain deliverance from so great a public calamity.z 
The public attention was again arrested, by observing how many with
drew from these solemnities because they were Christians. Hence 
arose new persecutions, to increase the number of &lacrifices, and t-o 
sustain everywhere the declining inter.;)sts of the ancient religion. 

On the approach of these new trials, the bishop Cyprian wrote a letter 
of encouragement to the African church of the Thibaritans,3 in which he 
thus addresses them. "Let no one, my dearest brethren, when he 
observes how our people are scattered by the fear of persecution, be 
disturbed because he no longer sees the brethren together, nor heal'!! 
the bishops preach. We, who may not shed others' blood, but must 
be ready to pour out our own, cannot, at such a time, all meet in the 
same place together. Wherever it may happen, in these days, that a 
brother is separated awhile from the church, in body, not in spirit, by 
the necessity of the times, let him not be moved by the fearful cir
cumstances of such a Hight, nor appalled at the solitude of the desert, 
which he may be obliged to make his refuge. He is not alone, who 
has Christ for a companion in his flight; he is not alone, who, pre
serving the temple of God inviolate, is not without God, wherever he 
may be. And if robber or wild beast fall upon the fugitive in the 
desert or on the mountains; if hunger, thirst or cold destroy him; or 
if his Hight lead him over the sea, and the storm and waves overwhelm 
him; still Christ is present, to witness the conduct of his soldier, wher
ever he fights." 

The bishops of the metropolis, under the eye of the emperor, beca~ 
naturally the first mark for persecution; for how could it be expected 
to put down the Christians in the provinces, if their bishops were tole
rated in Rome? Cornelius, who, at the hazard of his life, entered on 
his office while Decius was yet emperor, was first banished, then con
demned to death. Lucius, who had the Christian courage to succeed 
him in the office during these perilous times, became his follower alee, 
soon afterwards, in banishment and in martyrdom. 

Yet the wars and the insurrections which occupied the attention of 
Gallus, prevented him from prosecuting with vigor any general perse
cutions in the provinces; and these events, which terminated, in the sum
mer of the year 253, with his assassination, at length restored tranquil
lity and peace to the Christians throughout the empire. 

The emperor Valerian, in the first year of his reign, treated the 

1 See Cyprian's Apology for the Chris qUill edicto proposito celebrare populus ju
tiaus against the charges of Demetrianus. bebatur. 

i Cypriani ep. 55 ad Comel. SacrifiCia, 'Ep.1I6. 
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Christians with unusual clemency; iudeed, he is said to have had many 
of them about him, in his own palace.! But if, at first, he gave him
self no concern about the affairs of religion, and let things take their 
course, without any intention, however, of leaving the old state religion 
to perish, yet the ever increasing multitude of the Christians, whose 
influence reached even into his own court, may have been used as an 
argument to convince him of the necessity of some stricter measures. 
It was manifestly his object, at first, when, in 257, he suffered himself 
to be induced to alter his conduct towards the Christians, to check the 
advance of Christianity without bloodshed. The churches were only 
to be deprived of their teachers and pastors, and particularly of their 
bishops. Next, the assembling of the churches was prohibited. Thus 
the trial was made, whether the end could be accomplished without the 
effusion of blood. 

The forms of procedure, in the first persecution under this emperor, 
are most clearly presented in the protocols or minutes of examination, 
in the cases of the bishops Cyprian and Dionysius. The proconsul Par 
ternus summoned Cyprian before his tribunal, and thus addressed him. 
" The emperors Valerian and Gallienus have sent me a rescript, in 
which they command, that all who do not observe the Roman religion 
shall immediately adopt the Roman ceremonies. I ask, therefore, what 
are you? what do you answer?" Cyprian. - "I am a Christian and a 
bishop. I know of no other god than the true and only God, who cre
ated the heavens, earth and sea, and all that they contain. This God 
we Christians serve; to him we pray, day and night, for ourselves, for 
all men, and for the welfare of the emperors themselves." The pro
con8ul. - " Do you persist, then: in this resolution ?" Cyprian. - "A 
good resolution, grounded on the knowledge of God, cannot be 
altered." Upon this, the proconsul, in compliance with the imperial 
edict, pronounced upon him the sentence of banishment; and at the 
same time, having explained to him, that the rescript had reference not 
only to the bishops, but also to the presbyters, proceeded thus: "I 
desire, therefore, to know of you, who the presbyters are who dwell in 
this city." Cyprian. -" Your laws have justly forbidden against 
informing; therefore I cannot inform you; but in the places where 
they preside, you will be able to find them." Proconsul. -" The ques
tion relates to this place. To-day I am prosecuting the investigation 
here, in the place where we are." Cyprian. -"As our doctrine forbids 
a man to inform against himself, and it is likewise contrary to your own 
rules, so neither can they inform against themselves; but if you seek 
for the~, you will find them." The proconsul dismissed him with the 
declaratlO!l? ~hat the as~eJ::?-bling of t~e Christians, in whatsoever place, 
and the vlSltmg of ChristIan cemetenes, were forbidden under pain of 
death. 

The design: at present, was only to separate the bishops completely 
from their churches; but spiritual ties are not to be sundered by any 
earthly power. We Boon find not only bishops and clergy, who con

1 See the letter of Dionysiu8 of .Alexandria, in Eusebius, I. VII. c. 10. 
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tinued to be the special objects of persecu.tions, bat aJso the- lut,: 
even women and children, subjected to the scourge, and theR C&r:. 
demned to imprisonment, or to labor in the mines. They had proba.bly 
been seized at the graves, or in the forbidden assemblies. The bisOOp 
Cyprian was active in providing, from his place of exile at Curubis, for 
their bodily and spiritual wants, and in proving his sympathy by words 
and deeds of love. On sending them, for their support and for the 
relief of their sufferings, a large sum of money, taken from his o.wn 
income and the treasury of the church, he thus addressed them: 1 "In 
the mines, the body is refreshed not by beds and pillows, but by the 
comforts and joys of Christ. Your limbs, wearied with labor, recline 
upon the eat"th; but with Christ, it is no punishment to lie there. If 
the outward man is defiled, the inner man is but the more purified by 
the spirit from above. Your bread is scanty; but man lives not by 
bread alone, but by every word of God. You are in want of clothing, 
to defend you from the cold; but he who has put on Christ, is provided 
with clothing and ornament enough. Even in the fact, my dearest 
brethren, that you cannot now celebrate the communion of the Lord's 
supper, your faith may still be conscious of no want. You celebrate 
the most glorious communion; you present God the costliest offering, 
since the holy scriptures declare, that to God the most ·acceptable sac
rifice is a broken and a contrite heart. You present yourselves to God 
as a pure and holy offering." "Your example," he writes to the 
clergy, " has been followed by a large portion of the church, who have 
confessed and been crowned with you. United to you by ties of too 
strongest love, they would not be separated from their shepherds by 
dungeons and mines. Even young maidens and boys are with you. 
What power do you now possess of a victorious conscience; what trio 
umph in your hearts; when you can walk through the mines, with im
prisoned body, but a heart conscious of the mastery over itself; when 
you know that Christ is with you, rejoicing over the patience of his 
servants, who, in his own footsteps, and by his own way, are enterilllg 
into the kingdom of eternity!" 

The emperor must soon have learned, that nothing could be accom. 
plished by such measures. This local separation could not tear, the 
bishops from their connection with their flocks. By letters, by ecclesi· 
astics, whose travels preserved the means of correspondence, they still 
acted upon the churches as if they were in the midst of them, and 
their state of exile only made them dearer to their people. Wherever 
they were banished, a little church gathered round them; so that in 
many countries where the seed of the gospel had never been scat. 
oored, it W3.'! by such exiles, whose life as well as lips bore testimony to 
their faith, the kingdom of God was first introduced. Thus the bishop 
Dionysius, who had been banished to a remote district of Lybia, could 
say of his exile: 2 "We were, at first, persecuted and stoned; but 
soon, not a few of the pagans forsook their idols, and turned to God. 
It was by us, that the first seed of the divine word was conveyed to 

1 Ep. 77. 2 EllSeb. LVII. c. U. 
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that spot; and, as if God had conducted us thither for this sole 
purpose, he brought us ba.ck again after we had fulfilled the com
mission." 

Valerian thought it necessary, therefore, to employ more vigorous 
and severe measures to effect a total suppression of Christianity. In 
the following year, 258, appeared the edict. "Bishops, presbyters 
and deacons were t{) be put to death immediately by the sword; 
senators and knights were to forfeit their rank and their property, 
and if they still remained Christians, to suffer the like punishment: 
women of condition, after being deprived of their property, were 
to be banished. Those Christians who were in the service of the 
palace," - slaves and freedmen are, without doubt, particularly intended 
here, -" who had formerly made profession of Christianity, or now made 
such profession, should be treated as the emperor's property, and after 
being chained,! distributed to labor on the various imperial estates." 2 

From this rescript, it is evident the emperor had it especially in view, 
t~ deprive the (JItristians of their spiritual heads, and to check the pro
gress of Christianity in the higher clas8es. Unnecessary cruelty did 
not enter into his design; but yet, the people and the governors did 
not always stop here, as we may learn from certain martyr legends of 
the time, against the authenticity of which no valid objection can be 
urged. 

The Roman bishop Sixtus, and four deacons of his church, were the 
first who suffered martyrdom in consequence of this rescript, on the 
sixth of August, 258. 

In the provinces, the new governors had provisionally recalled from 
exile those who had been banished under their predecessors, and were 
now causing them to await in retirement,-where they were obliged to 
remain,-the decision of their fate by the new rescript expected from 
Rome. Cyprian resided at a secluded villa in the neighborho«1d of 
Carthage, until he heard he was to be conveyed to Utica, there to 
suffer the sentence of the proconsul, who for the present happened to 
be residing in that place. It was his choice to give his last testimony, 
by word and by suffering, like a faithful shepherd, in the presence of his 
flock; he therefore yielded to the persuasions of his friends, and with
drew himself for a while, until the proconsul should return. From 
the place of his concealment, he addressed the last letter to his church.~ 

1 Perhaps, according to one reading, 
branded also. 

2 The res~rirt of the emperor to the sen
ate, in the original, is extant in Cyprian, 
ep. 82, ad. Successum: Ut episcopi et pres
byteri et diaconcs in continenti animadver· 
tantur; senRtores vero, egregii viri ct (the 
second et is douhtle~ surreptitious, - the 
egregii viri are the equites themselves, as 
the scnatorcs nrc the clat'issimi,) equites 
Romani, dig-nitate amissa, etiam bonis spo· 
lientur, ct ai, adcmptis farultatibuB, Chris
tiani C8se perseveraverint, capite quoque 
mulctentur; matronm vero, ademptis honis, 
in exsili urn relegenturj ClIlSuiaru 8Gtem 
quicnnque vel prius confessi fuerant, vel 

nunc confessi fuerint, conliscentur et vincti 
in Cresarianas possessiones descripti mit
tantur. Instead of descripti, (distributed,) 
l\Dother text has, scripti, or inscripti,
branded. That as early as the persecution 
of Derian, Cbristians were branded on the 
forehead, may be gathered from a passage 
in Pontius' Life of Cyprian: Tot confesso
res frontium notatorum secunda inscriptione 
sign9.tos. The prima inscriptio, namely, the 
inscriptio cruris, ;rapaKT1JP, urppay1r TO;; 

CTTavpo;;, was that received at baptism. Yet 
the position of the words would better cor
respond, perhaps, with the common reading 

8 Ep. 83. 
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" I have allowed myself," he says, "to be persuaded to retire for a 
short time, since it becomes the bishop to confess the Lord in the 
place where he presides over the church of the Lord, so that the whole 
church may be honored by the confession of their bishop. For wha~ 
ever proceeds from the lips of the confessing bishop, in the moment of 
confession, comes, under the guidance of the divine Spirit, from the 
mouths of all. Let me, then, in this secret retirement, await the return 
of the proconsul to Carthage, that I may learn from him the commands0' the emperor in relation to the laity and the bishops among the 
Christians, and speak whatever it may please the Lord, in that hour, 
to cause me to speak. But do you, my dearest brethren, in conform· 
ity with the directions which, according to the doctrine of the Lord, 
you have often received from me, study to preserve quiet. Let no one 
of you lead the brethren into tumults, nor voluntarily give himself up 
to the heathen. The only time for anyone to speak, is after he has 
been apprehended; in that hour, the Lord, who dwells in us, speaks in 
us." At length the proconsul returned; and when, on the fourteenth 
of September, the fatal sentence was pronounced by him, the last words 
of Cyprian were, "God be thanked." 1 

This persecution ended with the reign of its author, when Valerian, 
by the unfortunate issue of the war, became, in the year 259, a pris
oner in the hands of the Persians, and his son Gallienus, who had already 
been associated with him in the government, obtained the sole authority. 
With regard to all public affairs, and so, consequently, to the main
tenance of the national worship, this prince was more indifferent than 
his father. He immediately published an edict, by which he secured 
the Christians in the free exercise of their religion, and commanded 
the cemeteries, as well as other buildings and lands belonging to the 
churches, which had been confiscated in the preceding reign, to be 
restoted. He thus recognized tlte Ohristian church as a legally exi8t
ing corporation j for no other, according to the Roman laws, could hold 
common property. 

But as Macrianus had usurped the imperial authority in the East 
and in Egypt, it was not till after his overthrow, in the year 261, that 
the edict of toleration, by Gallienus, could go into effect in these prov
inces.2 Hence, while the Christians of the West were already in the 
enjoyment of repose, the persecutions might still be going on in these 
provinces, under the laws of Valerian. A remarkable example. which 
occurred at this period in Palestine, is mentioned by Eusebius.8 Marius, 
a Christian soldier of Cresarea Stratonis, was about to be invested with 
the office of centurion. Just as he was to receive the centurion's statr, 
(the vitis,) another soldier, the next claimant to the office, stepped 
forward and declared that, according to the ancient laws, Marius was 
incapable of holding rank in the Roman army, because he was a Chris
tian, and did not sacrifice to the gods and to the emperor. Upon this, 

1 He . was co~dernned as inirnicus Diis but the rescript by which the same ed!ct., 
Rornams et saCrlS leglbus. after the defeat of Macrianus, was applied. 

~ EuscbiD8, (I. VII. c. 13,) has not pre- also to Egypt. 
served the original cdict of this emperor, 8 L. VD. c. 15. 
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a delay of tmee hours WIllI granted to Marill8, within which time he 
1Jl1l8t decide whether he preferred to remain a Christian. Meanwhile 
the bishop Theotecnusled him into the church. On the one hand, he 
pointed to the sword, wlUch the centurion wore at his side, and on the 
other, to 8. volume of the gospels, which he held up before him. He 
was to choose between the two; the military office and the gospel. 
Without hesitation, Manus raised his right hand, seized the sacred vol
ume. "Now," said the bishop, "hold fast on God, and may you 
obtain what you have chosen. So depart in peace." He bravely con
fessed, and was behea.ded. 

By the law of Gallienus an essential change, prolific of consequences, 
would necessarily be produced in the situation of the Christi{Uls. The 
important step at which many an emperor, still more favorably dis
posed to Christianity than Gallienus, had hesitated, was now taken. 
Christianity was become a religio licita; and the religious party that 
threatened destruction to the old state religion and all the institutiQns 
connected with it, had now for once attained a legal existence. Many 
a prince, who at an earlier period, in accordance with the existing laws, 
would have had no scruples in persecuting the Christians, would now 
doubtless be shy of attacking a corporation, once established by law. 
This was shown directly, in the case of the second successor of Gal
lienus, Lucius Domitius Aurelian, who became emperor in 270. Sprung 
from a low rank, and educated in pagan superstition, he could be hard
ly otherwise than hostilely disposed towards the Christians from the 
first; for he was not only devoted, with singular fanaticism, to the 
Oriental worship of the Sun, -'which doubtless would not have pre
vented him, however, from showing toleration to various other foreign 
rites (sacra,) - but he was also in every respect a blind devotee to 
the old religion. The well-being of the state seemed to him closely 
connected with the proper administration of the ancient rites (sacra.) 
When on an occruoion of threatening danger from a war with German 
tribes, certain persons in the Roman senate moved that, according to 
the ancient practice, the Sibylline books should be opened and consulted 
for advice, other senators replied, that there was no need of having 
recourse to them; the emperor's power was so great, that it was un
necessary to consult the-gods. The matter remained for the present, 
and was not called up again till afterwards. But the emperor, who 
perhaps had been informed of these proceedings in the Roman senate, 
expressed his displeasure, and Wrote to them, "I am surprised, that 
you have hesitated so long about consulting the Sibylline books, as if 
-,00 were conducting your deliberations in a Christian church, and not 
!n the temple of all the gods." 1 He called upon them to support him 
m every way ~y the cere.monies of religion; since it was no disgrace 
to conquer WIth the aSSIStance of the gods. He declared himself 
ready to defray all expenses which might be ineurred in offering every 
deaeription of sacrifice, and, to :fwrnish aaptive8 for thatpurpose from all 

l.l'hialangaap perIHI!JI may •• _ Cbritii_ among the seaators themsel~ 
~ a 8118picion that ~re were IeV_ who bad an inaa.ence 1m tha deliberalliOll& 
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nations. Human sacrifices, then, must have been included.l We may 
presume, therefore, that this emperor was not averse to the shedding 
of. the blood of the Christians in honor of his gods. He was inclined 
by natural temperament to harsh and violent measures. Yet in the 
first years of his reign, he engaged in no persecution of the Christians. 
He even showed by his conduct on one occasion, in the third year, that 
he recognized the Christian church as a lawfully existing corporation; 
for a dispute having arisen among the Christians of Antioch, as to. the 
individual who should be their bishop, the church applied to the empe
ror hiJnself and submitted it to his arbitration, whether the bishop Paul 
of Samosata, long since deposed on account of his doctrinal opinions, 
but who had found a patroness in Queen Zenobia, now vanquished by 
Aurelian, should not at last be compelled to resign his office. The 
emperor decided, that the one should be bishop who was recognized as 
such by the bishop of Rome, his own residence. It was not till the year 
275, when busied with warlike enterprises in Thrace, that with a view 
perhaps to show his gratitude to the gods, who, in his opinion, had thus 
far so signally favored him, and to conciliate their good will for the 
future, he resolved to dismiss all farther scruples, and proceed to 
severities against the Christians. But before he could carry his plan 
into effect, he was assassinated in a conspiracy.2 

For more than fifty years, the Christian church remained in this 
condition of peace and repose. Meanwhile, the number of Christians, 
in every rank of society, went on increasing. But without doubt, 
among the multitude who embraced Christianity at a time when it 
required no sacrifice to be a Christian, Dot a few were co~nterfeits, 
bringing over with them into the Christian church the vices of pagan
ism. The outward form of the church underwent a change, with the 
increased wealth of its members, and instead of' the simple places of 
assembly, splendid churches began to be erected in the large cities. 
The emperor Dioclesian, who from the year 284 was the sole ruler, but 
soon after 286 shared the sovereignty with Maximian Herculius, 
seemed, at least to outward appearance, no otherwise than favorable to 
the Christians; for the stories of persecutions in the earlier years of 
this emperor are at variance with the records of authentic history, and 
altogether unworthy of credit. Christians held offices of trust in the 
imperial palace. They were to be found among the principal'eunuchs 
and officers of the bed-chamber, (cubiculariis;) although it could not 
be fairly presumed, it is true, from this circumstance alone, that the 
emperor was governed by any special regard for the Christians, - since 
from an early period, Christians had been members of the Cresariu 
household, (Cresariani,) -and if but one individual were such, his zeaJ 
and prudence might have a great influence in bringing the majority of 

1 Flav. Vopisc. c. 20. more distant provinces until after the death 
~ Eusebius says, in his History of the of the emperor. Othen represent the p~ 

Church, that Aurelian died as he was upon secution as having already begun. But it 
the point of subscribing an edict against is most probable, that the report of Euse
the Christians. In the book, De mortibus bins, who says the least, contains the trath, 
pel"llecntorum, it is said, the edict had al and the rest waa added through exaggera
ready been issued, but could not reach the tion. 
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his associates to embra.ce Christianity, or in causing that none but 
Christians should be chosen to these offices. 

The chief ·chamberlain (prrepositus cubiculariorum) Lucianus was 
probably one of this class, a man in high favor with his prince, and to 
whom Theonas, bishop of Alexandria, imparted much wise counsel as 
to the mana<rement of his office, in a letter which has come down to 
our times.l °lle exhorts him to assume nothing to himself, because 
many in the palace of the emperor had been brdught through him to 
the knowledge of the truth; but rather to thank God, who had used him 
as the instrument of so good a work, and given him great authority 
with the emperor, in order that by his means the reputation of the 
Christian name might be promoted. If he recommends to him the 
greater zeal and prudence, inasmuch as the emperor, though not a 
Christian himself,2 yet entrusted to Christians, as his most faithful 
servants, the care of his life and person, still we ought not to infer too 
much from an expression of this kind, as· to the emperor's favorable 
opinion of Christianity. The bishop allowed himself, without doubt, 
to transfer the judgment of his own mind to that of the emperor; in
deed, this would seem natural from the fact that many who had entered 
into the service of the palace as pagans, had been converted by the 
influence of this Lucian. In case the charge over the imperial library 
should be committed to anyone of the Christian chamberlains,3 this, it 
was represented, would be a very important occurrence; the favored 
individual was exhorted to take advantage of the opportunity thus 
afforded him, to render the emperor favorably disposed towards Christ
ianity. He should nQt show contempt for pagan literature, but let it 
be seen that he was a proficient in it; should praise it, and use it for 
the emperor's entertainment.' Only at times he should introduce some 
notice of the sacred scriptures, and endeavor to lead the emperor to 
remark their superiority. It might so happen in the course of conver
sation, that Christ would be mentioned; in that case, it might be grad
ually shown, that he is the only true God.4 So important did it seem 

1 This letter was first published in the 3d 
vol. of D'Archcrr's Spicilegium, f. 297, and 
again reprinted in Galland's Bib!. putr. T. 
IV. It cannot be certainly ascertained, it 
must he allowed, woo the emperor was that 
is spoken of in this letter, nor who the bish
op Theonas was, by whom it was written. 
It statC<l how Christianity was glorified by 
the persecutions, how its diffusion was pro· 
I¥ted by them. and finally, how peace was 
granted to the church by good princes. Per. 
secutionum procellis velut aurum in fomaee 
expurgatum enituit et ejus veritas Be eelsi
tudo magis semper ae magis splendent, ut 
jam, pace per bonum principem ecclesiis 
concessa, Christianorum opera euam coram 
infidelihus lueeant. By this prince we might 

been written subseqnently to the final tri
umph of Christianity, which followed the 
Dioclesian persecution, the author assured
l.v would not have employed so indistinct a 
phraseology as: Quia nos maleficos olim et 
omnibus flagitiis refertos nonnl111i pl'ores 
principes putaverunt. On the other hand, 
these words suit well to the times of Dio
c1esian. Moreover, the situation of the 
emperor, which is here the subject of dis. 
course, appears by no means such as would 
applv to the case of Constantine, especial
ly after he had become master of the East. 
The expression, "pacem concedere," is so 
general, that it might be properly applied 
to the tranquil situlltion which the Chris
tians owed to Dioclesian. 

understand Constantine i but if he were 2 Princeps, nondum Christianre religioni 

intended, the immediately/receding perse. adscriptus.

cution of Dioclesian woul doubtless have 8 For the librarian was still a pagan. 

been more distinctly noticed. If thia had· i Insargere poterit Christi mentio. Expli 

http:embra.ce
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to the wise bishop to warn against an intemperate zeal, which, by aim
ing at too much at once, might occasion more injury than advantage. 

To Roman statesmen the thought would naturally present itself, that 
that the ancient political glory of the emperor stood intimately con
nected with the old national worship, and that it was impossible to re
store the one without the other. Now, as it was Dioclesian's wish to 
bring back the ancient splendor of the Roman empire, it might appear 
to him necessary for this purpose, to infuse life into the old religion now 
fast going to decay, and to destroy that foreign faith which was con
stantly extending itself on every side, and threatening to acquire the 
sole dominion. In an inscription belonging to a somewhat later date, 
where the emperor boasts of having suppressed Christianity, it is 
brought as a charge against the Christians, that they were ruining the 
state. l In the edict whereby Galerius put an end to the persecution 
of which he was himself the author, he declared that it had been the 
intention of the emperors to reform and correct everything according to 
the ancient laws and constitution of the Roman state.2 We are not to 
believe, therefore, that the cause which held back this emperor from a 
persecution in which, on the grounds that have just been mentioned, he 
might have been induced to engage at a still earlier period, was any 
recognition of human rights and of the limits of the civil power in mat
ters of conscience, to which the earlier Roman emperors had been 
strangers. How entirely foreign to the views of Dioclesian was a 
recognition of this kind, is evinced by the principles he avows in a law 
directed against the Manichrean sect, A. D. 296; though it may be 
admitted, that he entertained towards this sect a peculiar aversion, on 
account of its having arisen among his enemies the Persians.s "The 
immortal gods have, by their providence, arranged and established what 
is right. Many wise and good mcn are agreed that this should be 
maintained unaltered. They ought not to be opposed. No new reli
gion must presume to censure the old; since it is the greatest of 
crinres, to overturn what has been once established by our ancestors, 
and what has supremacy in the state." Would not the principles here 
avowed, necessarily make Dioclesian also an enemy and persecutor of 
Christianity? 4 

But if, during so long a period, he could never bring himself to the 
resolution of openly becoming such, some counteracting cause must 
have been at work on the other side. Beside the influence of the 
Christians more or less immediately about his person, he may have 
been induced to hesitate by reasons similar to those which, in the wor~, 

cabitnr panlatim ejus sola divinitas. Omnia 
hllllc cilm Christi adjutorio provenire pos
sent. 

1 Christiani, qui rem publicam evertebant. 
2 Nos quidem vohIeramus juxta leges 

veteres et pnblicam disciplinam Romano
rum cuneta corrigere. 

a This edict, known already to Hilarius, 
author of tbe Commenta.r,Y on the Epistles 
of St. Paul, bears every Internal mark of 
genuineness j and no motive can be im

agined, either in pagan or Christian, for 
fabricating it. The diffusion of that sect, 
at this earlier period, in Africa, which is 
pre-supposed in the edict, is a thing by no 
means impossible. 

4 Neque reprehendi a nova vetDa religio 
debeTet. Ma.ximi enim criminis est, re
tractare qUill semel ab antiquis tractata et 
detinita Bunt, statum d carsum tenent et 
possident. 
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De mortibus persecutorum, he is said afterwards to have urged against 
the proposition of his son-in-law Galerius, in the conference at Nicomedia, 
soon t~ be more particularly noticed; -namely, that the Christians, after 
a long period of time, had at length become a lawfully existing religious 
community; that they were widely diffused through every part of the 
empire; that there would be a profuse shedding of blood, and the public 
tranquillity might easily be disturbed; and finally, that the effusion of 
blood had hitherto served rather to advance Christianity than to procure 
its subversion. Anxious as Dioclesian might be to raise up the old 
Roman religion, yet assuredly he would never have overcome these 
scruples, if he had not been hurried on by some more powerful influence. 

The pagans could not but see, that the time when their ancient cere
monies must cease and the hated Christian become predominant, was 
fMt approaching; and they must have expended every effort to prevent 
the decisive crisis. The pagan party, to which belonged statesmen, 
priests, self-styled philosophers, such as Hierocles,1 needed only a pow
erful instrument to carry their schemes into execution. Such a one 
they found in Dioclesian's son.in-Iaw, the Coosar, Caius Galerius Max
imian. This prince had raised himself from obscurity by his warlike 
talents. Educated in the blind superstition of paganism, he WM 
devoted to his religion, and moreover made great account of sacrifices 
and divinations. Whencver he performed these ceremonies in time of 
war, where Christian officers were present, the latter were used to sign 
themselves with the cross, the symbol of Christ's victory over the king
dom of darkness, in order to protect themselves against the influence 
of those hostile (demoniacal) powers, whose agency, as they supposed, 
was visibly manifested in the pagan worship. 

Now as the Christians saw in paganism, not a barely subjective 
notion, a work of human imagination or fraud, but a real outward 
power, hostile to Christianity;2 so the pagans beheld, after their manner, 
in Christianity, such a power in relation to the operations and appear
ances of their own gods; and the pagan priests might say: the' sign 
of the cross, hateful to the gods, keeps them from 'being present and 
from manifesting themselves at the sl1crifices and other rites consecrated 
to their service.s 

1 Not the author of the Commentary on 
the Golden Verses. 

2 When the triumph of Christianity WIlS 

already decided, and paganism no longer 
presented itself, as so fonnidable a power 
ip life, to the Christian consciousness; 
namely, in the fourth century, - another 
view of the matter could be admitted, and 
Eosebius of Clesarea could say, that the 
pagan art of divination ought to be trBced, 
not to the influcn('e of the gods, nor even 
to demons, but to human fraud, which was 
sufficient to account for the whole. After 
having spoken of the deceptive arts of pa. 
gan priests and magicians, exposed in the 
times of the Emperor Constantine, he says: 
Taiira a~ Ttr leat 'lrAt'''' TOVTOIV lTt (71JvcJ
rt./v, d'lrot uv p.~ ..'hok dvtu, P.l1rJe p.q" 001

VOL. I. 13 

flovar ToiJr TWV leaTU 1ToAeir XP1/(fTfJP!(Jv 
aiTiovf. 'lrAuv1jV 01: Kat U1TU.T1/V uvap';lV YOl1
TWV. Euseb. Prreparat. evangel. I. IV. c. 2. 

8 This is the view of the matter which 
presents itself to us, particularly when we 
compare the following passages: Lactant. 
Institut. I. IV. c. 27; de mortibus persecuto
rum, c. 10; and Euseb. vito Constantin. I. II. 
C. 50. In the pa~sagc first mentioned. it is 
said: Cum Diis Buis immolant, si assistat 
aliquis signatam frontem gerens, sacra· nul· 
10 mollo litnnt. Nee responsa potest COD

sultus reddere vates. Et hrec smpe caU8a 
prrecipllB justitiam persequendi malis regi. 
bus fuit. Aruspices conquerentes,_ prof&
nos homines sllcris interesse, egenmt prin. 
cipes 81108 in furorem. True, it might be 
said, the Christians had only traasfeITed. 
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There were, up to this time, many Christians connected with the mil
itary service, both in the higher and lower ranks; and they as yet had 
never been compelled to do any thing contrary to their conscience. 
This is evident, not only from Eusebius' narrative, but from a particu
lar incident worthy of being noticed, which took place in 295.1 At 
Teveste, in Numidia, a young man, Maximilianus, was brought before 
the proconsul, as a proper subject for military duty. Immediately as 
he came up, and was about to be measured, to see if his size tallied 
with the standard of the service, he exclainted, "I cannot serve as a 
soldier; I cannot do what is wrong; I am a Christian." The proconsul 
took no notice of these words, but calmly ordered him to be measured. 
Being found of the standard height, said the proconsul to him, without 
noticing his confession of Christianity, "Take the badge of the service,2 
and be a soldier." The young man replied, "I shall take no such 
badge; I wear already the badge of Christ, my God." Hereupon said 
the proconsul, who was a pagan, with a sarcastic threat, " I shall pres
ently send you to your Christ." " Would you but do that," said the 
youth, "you would confer on me the highest honor." Without further 
remark, the proconsul directed the leaden badge of the service to be 
hung round his neck. The young man resisted, and in the ardor of 
his youthful faith, exclaimed, " I accept not the badge of the service 
of this world, and if you hang it about me, I shall break it off, for it is 
useless. I cannot wear this lead on my neck, after having once received 
the saving token of my Lord, Jesus Christ, whom you know not, but 
who has suffered for our salvation." The proconsul endeavored to ex
plain to him, that he might be a soldier and a Christian at the same 
time; that, in truth, Christians were to be found, performing military 
service without scruple, in the body guard of all the four Cresars, Dio
clesian, Maximian Herculius, Constantius Chlorus and Galerius. But 
as the youth of one and twenty years could not consent to yield up his 
own conviction to the example of others, he was sentenced to death; 3 

their bwn subjective point of view to the 
pagans, and the legend respecting the ori
gin of this persecution had thus arisen; but 
we have no good reason whate\-er to call in 
question this explanation, derived from the 
very life of the times, and which answers 
to the views mutually conditioning each 
other, of both Christians and pagans, with 
regard to the relation of their respeetive 
religious positions to one another. Thus 
the Christians appeal to the testimony of 
their adversary, Porphyry, to show that by 
the power of Christianity the influence of 
those demoniacal powers in paganism was 
hindered; for Porphyry complains, that It 

pestilence in some city or other, could not 
be arrested, because the appearance and 
healin" influence of Esculapius was scared 
away by the worship of Jesus_ Porphyry's 
langua!!'e, in his book against Christianity, 
is WI follows: N VV~ oe i!avl-'a~01Jrrtv, ~! TO
rro{m.Jv tTWV KareiA7/tpe rT,v 1rOAtV r, v6rro~, 
•AUf(A1/,/l'lOV pev £mollpiar Ka~ TWv aiU",v 

ovoEl'tiir Ttr ~ewv olll'ouiar b<peAela~ fitTlfeTo. 
Euseb. Prreparat. evangel. I. V. c. 1. 

1 Tbe time can be definitely determined, 
since the mention of the consuls in the 
aetis Maximiliani, a report drawn up by an 
eye witness, furnishes a certain chronolog
icaldatum. 

2 Signaculum militire. 
S He received his sentence to death with 

an expression of thanks to God. To the 
Christians around, he said, when he was 
led away from the midst of them to execll
tion, "My dearest brethren, strive with aU 
your power, that you may attain to the 
vision of the Lord, and that he may hestow 
on vou also such a crown." And he begged 
his 'father, - who would not persuade him 
to do contrary to his conscience, - re
garding him with a joyful face, to present , 
the new garment which he ~aused to .h.e 
made for him on his entrance mto the mili· 
tary service, to the soldier who was to exe
cute the sentence of death on him . 

<bEWv 1-'1I"h' oVO'1)r. 'IlIuoii rap np"'l-'evoIJ 

http:rro{m.Jv


147 THE DIOCLESIAN PERSECUTION. 

yet, in the sentence, nothing was said of his Christianity, but only his 
refusal to do military service assigned, as the reason for his punish
ment.1 Bere, then, is good evidence, that the soldiers also could still 
openly profess Christianity, and that, if they only did their duty in other 
respects, they were not compelled to take any part in the pagan cere
monies. 

Only a few yea,rs elapsed, however, after this occurrence, when the 
ease was altered. Religious and political motives induced Galcrius, in 
the first place, to remove from the army all that refused to sacrifice. 
It was easy for him to bring it about, that an order should be sent to 
the army, requiring every soldier to join in the sacrificial rites. Per· 
haps the celebration of the third lustrum since the elevation of Maxi
mianus Berculius to the dignity of Cresar and Augustus,2 was chosen 
as a befitting occasion for issuing such an order to the army; - it be
ing a festival usually celebrated with sacrifices and sacrificial banquets, 
in whieh all the soldiers were required to take a part. Many gave in 
their commissions,3 and soldiers of all ranks, from the highest to the low
est, quitted the serviee, that they might remain steadfast to their faith. 
Only a few were sentenced t{) death, -perhaps none except where 
some peculiar circumstances of the case furnished a pretext, at least in 
appearance, not only for dismissing them from the service as Christians, 
but also for punishing them as guilty of treason. Such as were not 
careful to express in moderate language aJ:td behavior their honest 
indignation at the unrighteous demand, might easily be represented, 
according to the military code, as refractory subjects. We have an 
illustration of this in the case of Marcellus the centurion, who was con
nected with the army at Tingis, (now Tangiers,) in Africa. 

While the legion was celebrating the festival in honor of the Calsar, 
after the pagan fashion, with sacrifices and banquetings, the centurion 
Marcellus rose up from the soldier's table, and throwing down his staff 
of office, his belt and arms, exclaimed, "From this moment I cease to 
serve your emperor as a soldier. I despise the worship of your gods 
of wood and stone, which are deaf and dumb idols. Since the service 
involves the obligation of sacrificing to the gods and to the emperors, 
I throw down my staff and belt, renounce the standards, and am a 
soldier no longcr."4 The two facts were now put together, that Mar
cellus had publicly cast off the badges of the service, and that he had 
indulged, before all the people, in abusive language towards the gods 
and the emperors. For this he was condemned to death. 

These were the first premonitory signs of the persecution. Diocle. 
sian, for several years, could not be induced to proceed any farther. 
At length, in the winter of the year 303, Galerius came to Nicomedia 
in Bithynia, on a visit to his aged and infirm father·in·law who w~ 
already meditating to retire from the government. On this occasion 
Galerius employed every art of persuasion, seconded by many zealous 

1 Eo quod indevoto animo sacramentum 8 As Ensebins relates, I. VIII. c. 4. 
mi!itill8 recusaverit, gladio animadverti pIa 'Ecce, projicio vitem et cingulum, reo 
CUlt. nuntio sigma et militare recuso. 

S Diet natalis ClI88aris. 
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pagans among the state officers, to bring about a. general persecuu. 
of the Christians. Dioclesian finally yielded; and one of the greM 
pagan festivals, the Terminalia, which occurred on the 22d of FebJ'ltol 
ary, was selected for the onslaught. At the first dawn of day, the 
m~O'Jlificent church in that city, then the imperial residence, was broken 
open, the copies of the Bible found in it were burned, and the whole 
church abandoned to plunder and then to destruction. The next day, 
was published an edict, to the following effect: "All assembling of the 
Christians, for the purpose of religious worship, was forbidden; the 
Christian churches were to be demolished to their foundations; aU 
manuscripts of the Bible should be burned; those who held places of 
honor and rank, must either renounce their faith or be degraded; in 
judicial proceedings, the torture might be used against all Christians, 
of whatsoever rank; those belonging to the lower walks of private life, 
were to be divested of their rights as citizens and freemen; Christian 
slaves were to be incarable of receiving their freedom, so long as they 
remained Christians." To what extent Christians in humble life were 
to lose the enjoyment of their rights, was not clearly defined, but free· 
scope left for applying the law to particular cases. It is rendered cer
tain, by the edict in which the emperor Constantine afterwards annulled 
all the consequences which resulted from this persecution in the East, 
that in some instances free born Christians were made slaves, and put 
to the lowest and most degrading servile employments, for which they 
were the least suited by their former habits of life'! 

A Christian of noble rank suffered himself to be hurried, by his 
inconsiderate zeal, into a violation of that precept of the gospel which 
enjoins respect towards all in authority. He openly tore down the 
edict, and rending it contemptuously, exclaimed, "Victories announced 
again over the Goths and Sarmatians! The emperor treats the Chris-. 
tians, his own subjects, no better than the conquered Goths and Sarma
tians." Welcome was the occasion thus furnished by the delinquent 
himself, for condemning him to death, not as a Christian, but as a. vio
lator of the imperial majesty. 

The imfJression produced by this edict must have been the more ter

1 Euseb. vit. Constantin. 1. II. c. 32, et seq. 
To arrive at the fullest knowledge possible 
of what this edict contained, it is necessary 
to compare the two incomplete and inaccu
rate reports of it in Eusebius, (hist. eccles. 
1. VIII. c. 2,) and in the book de Mortib., 
118 also the translation pi Rutinus. The 
prohibition of assemblies for religious wor
~hip is not expressly mentioned, indeed, in 
My one of these places; but from the na
lure of the case, it is tacitly implied by the 
edict itself. But it is clear, also, f!'Om the 
credible and official records of the first pe
riod of the persecutions in Proconsular Af
rica, that such a prohibition was positively 
expressed. The most obscure is the pas
eage in Eusebiu", respecting the true mean
ing of which there has been no little dis
pute: Toil. tv olterTull, el En t1r,,,,evOLEV tv 

Tfi TOV XpurTlavurflov 1rpo-&eO'et, fAev-&tpl/lf: 
O'rtpelO'-&at. By tv OiKETlal" nothing else 
can be nnderstood, according to the usage 
of the language, than men of the laboring 
class, slaves. To bring meaning into the 
passage, therefore, we must look round for 
some other interpretation of the word tilev
~epia than that which first presents itself. B~ 
the phrase, "deprived of their freedom, 
might be understood, "thrown into chains 
and imprisoned." See above, p. 139, the 
edict of Valerian against the ClllsarianOll. 
It is the safest ('ourse, however, to follow 
Rufinus, who might have seen the original 
edict: "Si quia servorum permansisset 
Christianu., libertatem consequi nOD potI
set." If this Is right, the translation 01 
Eusebius, it must be admitted, was vOlt 
defective. 
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rifie, inasmuch as it became known, in many of the provinces, near the 
time of the Easter festival, and in several districts on the very day of 
Easter.l It is quite evident that the plan now was, to extirpate Chris
tianity from the root. There was something novel in the undertaking 
to deprive the Christians of their religious writings. It differed from 
the mode of proceeding in the former persecutions, when it was hoped 
to suppress the sect by removing away their teachers and guides. The 
importance of these documents, as a means of preserving and propa
gatinO'the Christian faith, must now have been understood. And there 
can b~ no doubt that the destruction of every copy of the Bible, had 
such a thing been possible, would have proved more effectual than the 
removal of those living witnesses of the faith, whose example served 
only to call forth a still greater number to supply their place. On the 
other hand, could the plan have been carried out, to destroy every ex
isting copy of the scriptures, the very source would have been cut off, 
from which true Christianity aWl the life of the church was ever 
freshly springing with unconquerable vigor. Let preachers of the gos
pel, bishops and clergy, be executed; it was all to no purpose, so long 
as this book, by which new teachers could always be formed, remained 
in the hands of the Christians. The transmission of Christianity was 
not, in itself, it is true, inseparably and necessarily connected with the 
letter of the scriptures. Written, not on tables of stone, but on the liv
ing tablets of the heart, the divine doctrine, once lodged in the human 
soul, could preserve and propagate itself through its own divine power. 
But exposed to those manifold sources of corru}Jtion in human nature, 
Christianity, without the well-spring of scripture from which it could 
ever be restored back to its purity, would, as all history teaches, have 
been soon overwhelmed, and have become no longer recognizable under 
the load of falsehoods and corruptions. Yet how was it possible for 
the arbitrary human will to succeed in actually executing this cun
ningly devised means for the suppression of Christianity? How could 
the arm of despotism, though disregarding all private rights, yet reach 
so far aB to grasp and destroy every existing copy, not only of those 
scriptures which were deposited in the churches, but also in so many 
private dwellings? The blind policy of the kingdom of lies is ever 
true to its character, in imagining that nothing can escape its investi
gation, and that, by fire and sword, it can destroy what is protected by 

1 Eusebius and Rufinus place the publi
cation of the edict in the month of March, 
which harmonizes well with its first publi
cation at the imperial residence, Nicomedia. 
In Egypt, according to Coptic accounts, it 
was published on the first of Parmuthi, i. e. 
by Ideler's tables, the 27th of March j
which also harmonizes with the rest. See 
Zoega Catalog. codd. Copt. Romre, 1810, 
f. 25, of the fragments of the Coptic acta 
Martyrum, published by Georgi, Romre, 
1793, Prrefat. 109, where Georgi propo
see an unnecessary emendation, and other 
passages. When these Coptic acconnts, 
however, which contrun a good deal that is 

13· 

fabulous, represent the persecution as fol
lowing immediately after the victory over 
the Persians, to express Dioclesian's thanks 
to the gods for the success of his arms, this 
must be an anachronism j unless the first per
secution among the soldiers was confound
ed with this second one. What is stated in 
these Coptic records, about the canse of the 
persecution, - viz. that a Christhm metro
politan had released the son of the Persian 
King, Sapor, who had been committed to 
h.im for safe keeping, hardly admits of being 
reconciled in any way Vlith the history as 
known to us. 
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t.l1igher power and necessity. The infatuated zeal for the pt"~ 
tion of the old religion proceeded to such length with many, that the, 
would fain have seen burnt with the holy scriptures of the Christiaul, 
BOme of the noblest monuments of their own ancient literature; that 
they were for having every thing destroyed which could be used by 
Christians as a testimony against paganism, and as a means of transI
tion to their own faith. They called for a law, ordering the destruc
tion of all the writings of antiquity which did such good service for the 
Christians. l It may be easily conceived that, where individuals ofthis 
stamp, or men who would sooner do too much than too little to gain the 
emperor's favor, were found among the governors and provincial mag. 
istrates, there would exist already, in the executing of this first ediet 
for the surrender of the scriptures and the suspension of all assemblies 
for religious worship, an occasion for the exercise of every species of 
oppression and cruelty towards the Christians, - especially as by this 
same edict, Christians of all ranks and conditions were liable to the 
torture in judicial investigations. 

But there were, also, magistrates of an entirely different temper, 
who endeavored to soften, as far as possible, the rigor of these measures, 
and executed them with as much lenity as they could, without a man
ifest infraction of the imperial edict. They very willingly allowed 
themselves to be deceived; or even suggested means of evading thq 
edict, by an apparent compliance with its requisitions. Mensurius, 
bishop of Carthage, had taken the precaution to remove all manuscripts 
of the Bible from the church at Carthage to his own house, as a place 
of greater security, leaving behind only the writings of heretics. When 
the search-officers arrived, they seized the latter, asking no further 
questions. These, too, were religious writings of the Christians, - and 
nothing was said in the edict as to what sacred writings were intended, 
nor of what Christian party. But certain senators at Carthage took 
pains to expose the artifice to the proconsul Annubenus, and advised 
him to cause search to be made in the house of the bishop, where too 
whole would be found. But the proconsul, - who, it should seem, 
therefore, was willing to be deceived, - declined to follow the advice.2 

When Secundus, a N umidian bishop, refused to surrender the sacred 
scriptures, the officers of police demanded if he woUld not give them 
then some useless fragments, or any thing he pleased.s Such, very proba.
bly, may have been the meaning, also, of the proconsul's legate, when 
he repeatedly put the question to the Numidian bishop Felix, " Why 
do you not give up your useless writings ?" 4 So the question of the 

1 This is said by the North·African writer, 
Arnobius, who in these times composed in 
defence of Christianity, his diputationes 
adversus gentes. Lib. tIl. c. 7: Cum alios 
audiam mussitare indignanter et dicere: 
oport.ere, per SenMum aboleantur ut hrec 
scripta, quibus Christiana religio com pro
betur et vetnstatis opprirnatur anctorltaS. 
Amobius remarks, in objection to this pro
posal: Intercipere scripta et publicatam 
'velle submergere lectionem, non eat Deos 

defendere, sed veritatis testificationem ti· 
mere. 

2 Angustin. brevi cuI. collat. c. Donatistis, 
d. III. c. 13. Optat. Milev., ed. dll Fin, 
p.174. 

8 Aliqna ~1Cf3o"a aut quodcunque. 
4 Quare scriptnras non tradi! snpervacu

as, donbtless with intentional ambigaity, 10 
that the words mighl be understood in !.he 
sense, that aU the sacred writings of tile 
Christians were nsele ... 
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pmtorian prefect to Felix, the African bishop, "Why do you not sur
render the sacred writings? - or perhaps you have none;" was evi
dently shaped with a view to suggest the desired reply.! 

This critical and trying period brought to light both good and evil 
in the great body of Christians. The weak faith, the false zeal of en
thusiastically excited feelings, and the true mean of genuine, evangeli
cal good sense, were both discernible in the different modes of behavior. 
Some yielded to the fear of torture and death, and gave up their copies 
of the Bible, which were immediately committed to the flames in the 
public market-place. These, who passed by the name of Traditores, 
were excluded from the fellowship of the church. Others - and exam
ples of this class we find particularly in North Africa, where a certain 
leaning to enthusiasm belonged to the .native temperament of the peo
ple - challenged the pagan magistrates to do their office, and courted 
martyrdom with a fanatic zeal. Such persons declared, without being 
asked, that they were Christians, that they had copies of the sacred 
scriptures, but that they would surrender them on no account; or they 
disdainfully spurned those means of evasion which were offered to them 
by humane magistrates. They refused to comply with the suggestions 
of those who were desirous of executing the imperial ordinance only in 
form, and who would have them surrender other writings instead of the 
Bible. They imagined that they ought to follow the example of Elea
zer, 2 Maccab. 6, who would not even seem· to eat of 'the swine's 
flesh. There were others again, who, oppressed with debts, or con
scious of grave transgressions, either wanted to rid themselves of a life 
that was burdensome to them in an honorable and seemingly pious 
manner, or sought in martyrdom an expiation of their sins; or who 
were ambitious of the honor which would be paid them by the brethren 
in the cells of their prison, or greedy of the gifts which they might 
hope to receive there.2 Among the bishops themselves, there were in
dividuals who applauded every mode of confessing the faith, and gave 
countenance to that fanatic zeal by which they were seized themselves. 
Others endeavOTcd to unite, to steadfastness in the faith, Christian pru
dence and sobriety, - and at the head of these stood the Bishop Men
8urius, of Carthage. He would not consent to it, that such persons as 
had themselves invited the pagan magistrates to do their worst, in the 
way above mentioned, should be honored as martyrs. In these oppo
site tendencies of the religious spirit here manifested, we may discern 
the germ of those divisions which broke out in the church of North 
Africa, after peace from without had been once more restored. 

Let us now proceed as before, to contemplate in detail, some exam. 
pIes, derived from authentic sources, of the power of Christian faith 
and the intrepidity of Christian courage. In an inland town of N umi
dia, a band of Christians, - among whom was a lad in the tenderest 

1 See the arta Felids in Ruinart. tlonis vel carare vellent onerosa multis 
2 Vid. Augustin. brevirul. collat. c. Do. debitis vita, vel purgare se putarent· et quasi 

Datistis, d. III. c. 13, T. IX. opp. ed. Bene. abluere faeinora sua., vel certe adquirere
dietin. f. 568·: Quidam fadnorosi arO'ueban. p'ecuniam et in custodia deliciis perl"l"\li.
tur et lisci debitorcs, qui occasione P'eneeq. De o~quio Christianorum. 
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years, - were seized in the house of a church-reader, where they had 
assembled under the direction of a presbyter, for the purpose of read
ing the scriptures and celebrating the communion. They were brougM 
to Carthage, to be arraigned before the tribunal of the proconsul, sing
ing hymns to the praise of God all the way. Several of them were 
put to the torture, for the purpose of drawing confessions from the rest. 
One of them exclaimed, in the midst of his sufferings, " Ye are wrong, 
unhappy men; you lacerate the innocent. Weare no murderers, 
we have never defrauded any man. -0 God, have pity! I thank 
thee, 0 Lord, - give me power to suffer in thy name. Deliver thy 
servants out of the prison of this world - I thank thee, and yet am 
unable to thank thee, - to glory! I thank the God of the kingdom. 
It appears, - the eternal, the imperishable kingdom! Lord, Christ, 
we are Christians, we are thy servants; thou art our hope." While 
he thus prayed, the proconsul said to him, "You should have obeyed 
the law of the emperor." He replied, with a strong spirit, though in 
a weak and exhausted body, "I reverence only that law of God which 
I have learned. For this law, I am willing to die. In this law, I am 
made perfect. There is no other." In the midst of his tortures, 
another cried out, "Help, 0 Christ! I pray thee, have compassion,
preserve my soul, that it fall not into shame. 0 give me power to Buf
fer." To the reader in whose house the assembly was held, said the 
proconsul, "You ought not -to have received them." He replied, under 
the rack, "I could not do otherwise than receive my brethren." " But 
the emperor's command," said the proconsul," should have been of 
more consequence to you." " God," he replied, "is greater than the 
emperor." "Have you in your house," demanded the proconsul, 
"any sacred writings?" "Such have I," he replied, "but they are 
in my heart." Among the other prisoners was a Christian maiden, 
named Victoria, whose father and brother were still pagans. The 
brother, Fortunatianus, had come for the purpose of persuading her to 
renounce her religion~ and thus procuring her release. When she 
steadfastly declared that she was a Christian, her brother pretended 
that she was not in her right mind. But said she, " This is my mind, 
and I have never altered it." The proconsul asked her if she would 
not go with her brother. "No," she replied, " for I am a Christian, 
and they are my brethren who obey God's commands." As to the lad, 
Hilarianus, the proconsul supposed he would be easily intimidated by 
threats; but even in the child, the power of God proved mighty; "Do 
what you please," he replied; "I am a Christian." 1 

The persecution once begun, it was impossible to stop half-way. The 
first measures failing of their object, it became necessary to go farther. 
The first step against the Christians was the most difficult; the second 
did not linger. Certain occurrences, moreover, had happened, which 

1 The sources are the Acta Satumini, form; but with an introduction, running 
Dativi et atiorum in Africa. Baluz Miscell_ remarks, and a conclusion, written by some 
T. II. Ru inart, in the above cited collec- Donatist. Yet the acta proconsularia, which 
tiOD of Du Pin_ It is true, the report has form the ground-work, may still be eul1y 
Dot beeD preserved in its simple, original recognized. 
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placed the Christians in a. more unfavorable light, or which at least 
could easily be turned to that account. A fire broke out in the impe
rial palace of Nicomedia: it was quite natural to ascribe such an 
occurrence to the desire of revenge in the Christians, - and the accu
sation may have had its good grounds, without involving in the disgrace 
the whole Christian church of that period. Among so large a number 
of Christians, there might perhaps have been some who allowed them
selves to be urged on by passion, which they excused to themselves 
under the plea of religion, to forget thus far what manner of spirit be
came them as disciples of Christ. Certain it is, however, that this 
charge against the Christians could never be substantiated. The sen
sitive author of" God's Judgments on the Persecutors," maintains that 
the fire was kindled by Galerius himself, to give him an opportuni~y of 
accusing the Christians, - a statement that cannot be received on such 
authority alone. The emperor Constantine ascribes the fire to light
lung, and looks upon it as a judgment of God. The truth is, as Euse
billB candidly admits, the real cause was never ascertained, - enough 
that the Christians were accused of conspiring against the emperors, 
and multitudes of them thrown into prison, without discrimination of 
those who were or were not liable to suspicion. The most cruel tor
tures were resorted to, for the purpose of extorting a confession; but 
in vain. Many were burned to death, beheaded or drowned. It is 
true, that fourteen days after, a second fire broke out, which, however, 
was extinguished without damage, so that the supposition becomes cer
tainly more probable that it was the work of an incendiary.! 

Some disturbances which, soon after this event, arose in Armenia 
and Syria, afforded new occasion of political jealousy against the Chris
tians. It was intimated that the clergy, as the heads of the party, 
were particularly liable to suspicion; and under this pretext, the edict 
was issued, which directed that all of the clerical order should be seized 
and thrown in chains. Thus in a short time the prisons were filled 
with persons of this class. It is seen on various occasions, how strong 
was the inclination to fasten upon the Christians charges of a political 
character; nor were the Christians always careful to avoid every even 
seeming ground for such charges as their enemies were seeking to bring 
against them. A young Christian from Egypt, who had been appre
hended at Cresarea in Palestine, being asked of what country he was, 
by the Roman proconsul, replied, "I am of Jerusalem, which lies tow
ards the rising sun, the city of the saints." 1'he Roman, who perhaps 
was not aware, in his ignorance, that even such a place existed as the 
earthly Jerusalem, which might be known to him only by its Roman 
name, lElia Capitolina, - and who was still more ignorant of the heav
enly J erUBalem, - immediately concluded that the Christians had 
founded somewhere in the East a city, which they intended to make 
the central point of a general insurrection. The matter appeared to 

1 wtantius (de mortib.) relates this. familiar with the particulars of these events 
1& is mentioned by no other author. But than othel'S. Yet it is possible he may have 
Lactantius, who probabl,r resided himself been deceived by some rumor theII current 
at. that time at Nicomedla, would be more in the city. 
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him one of grave importance, and he plied the young man with a great 
many questions under the torture.l Procopius, a presbyter of Pale&
tine, when called upon to sacrifice, declared that he knew of only one 
God, to whom men were bound to bring such offerings as he would 
accept. Being then required to offer his libation to the four sove
reigns of the empire, the two Augusti, and the two Cresars, he replied, 
-doubtless, to show that men are bound to acknowledge but one God 
as their Lord,-with the Homeric verse, " The government of many is 
not good; let there be one ruler, one king." 2 It seems, however, that 
it was construed into a political offence, as if he meant to censure the 
existing Tetrarchy.3 • 

All the prisons being now filled with Christians of the spiritual order, 
a new edict appeared, commanding that such of the prisoners as were 
willing to sacrifice, should be set free, and the rest, by every means, 
compelled to offer. This was followed at last, in 304, by a fourth and 
still more rigorous edict, which extended the same order to the whole 
body of Christians.4 In the cities, where the edict was most strictly 
executed, public proclamation was made through the streets, that men, 
women and children, should all repair to the temples. Every individ
ual was summoned by name from lists previously made out; at the city 
gates all were subjected to rigid examination, and such as were found 
to be Ohristians immediately secured. At Alexandria, pagans them
selves concealed the persecuted Christians in their houses, and many 
of them chose rather to sacrifice their property and liberty, than to be
tray those who had taken refuge with them.1i Sentence of death, it is 
true, was not formally pronounced on the refractory; but we may well 
suppose, that an edict which authorized the employment of every 
means to compel the Ohristians to sacrifice, would, still more than an 
unconditional decree of death to confessors, expose them to every cru-

I eity which the fanaticism of a governor, or his desire of courting the 
imperial favor, might dispose him to inflict. Each one doubtless felt 
sure of never being called to account for any excesses he might be 
guilty of against the Christians. Already did the persecutors fondly 
imagine that they should triumph over the fall ofCh~stianity. Already 
was added to the other honorary titles of the Augusti, the glory of hav
ing extinguished the Ohristian superstition and restored the worship of 
the gods. "Amplificato per orientem et occidentem imperio Romano, 
et nomine Christianorum deleto, qui rempublicam evertebant. Super
stitione Christiana ubique deleta et cultu Deorum propagato." Yet 
at the very time they were thus triumphing, the circumstances were 
already prepared by Providence, which were destined to work an entire 
change in the situation of the Christians. 

One of the four regents, Oonstantius Ohlorus, who presided as Cmsal' 
over the government of Gaul, Britain and Spain, possessed naturally 
III mild and humane disposition, averse to persecutions. He was more

1 Euseb. de martyrib. Palsestinse, c. 9. t L. Co Co S. 
S OIJlt u1'ai}ilv 'lrOA.vlCotpavi1/, ek I(oipavor 6 Athanas. Hist. Arianor. ad Monachoa. 

E(I'1't.I e1r {:tautA.eVr. I\ias II. 204. § 64. 
8 Euseb. de martyrib. Palsest. c. 1. 
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over, though not himself a. decided Christian, yet evidently a friend to 
Christianity and its professors; - whether it was, as Eusebius affirms, 
that he really perceived the vanity of paganism, and. without b·eing a 
Christian was an upright monotheist, - or whether, as IS more probable, 
he was, like Alexander Severus, an eclectic in his religion. Those 
Christians about his person who contiuued steadfast in their faith, he 
treated with special regard and confidence; it being a common remark 
with him, that one who has proved unfaithful to his God, would be still 
less likely to remain faithful to his prince. Yet what Eusebius relates 
about his method of putting their constancy to the proof, wears but 
little appearance of probability. As he could not, while a Cresar, show 
an open disregard to the edict that had been issued by the Augusti, 
he suffered the work of destroying the churches to proceed far enough 
to save appearances. In Gaul, where he usually resided, the Christians 
enjoyed perfect liberty and quiet, while the persecutions raged in other 
provinces.1 In Spain, he may not have been able to effect so much; 
but it is certain, that in no one of his provinces was the persecution of 
the same character as in other districts of the empire. The influence 
of this emperor, so favorable to the Christians, was still more efficient, 
when, in 305, Dioclesian and Berculius abdicated the sovereignty, 
and he was elevated, in conjunction with Galerius, to the dignity of 
Augustus. 

On the other hand, there now entered the line of the Cresars, a man 
who, in blind heathenish superstition and cruelty, perfectly resembled 
the emperor Galerius, who nominated him to that station. This was 
Caius Galerius Valerius MaxiIninus. It is natural to suppose, that in 
the provinces committed to his care, - Syria, with the adjacent parts of 
the Roman empire, and Egypt, - the persecutions would be renewed 
with increased violence. At times, it is true, men grew weary of their 
own rage, when they saw that their efforts were to no purpose. The 
imperial edict flagged in its execution, the persecution slept, and the 
Christians enjoyed a temporary respite; but when their eneInies per
ceived that they recovered breath, maddened to think they had not 
succeeded in extinguishing Christianity and restoring Paganism to its 
ancient splendor, their fury broke out afresh, and a new storm, more 
violent than ever, arose. Thus, at length, in the year 308, and about 
the eighth year of the persecution, after much effusion of blood in the 
states of Ma.-..ciminus, from the time of his accession, a season of tran
quillity had commenced. The Christians who had been condemned to 
labor in the mines, were treated with greater lenity and forbearance. 
But, all at once, the Christians of these provinces were startled out of 
their transient repose by a furious storm. A new and more rigorous 
command was addressed by the emperor to all the . officers of his gov
ernment, from the highest to the lowest, both in the civil and in the 
military service, directing that the fallen temples of the gods should 
be restored, that all free men and women, all slav'Cs, and even little 

1 So say the work De mortib. perscntor. very account, they demanded Gallic bishops 
Co 16, and a letter of the Donatists to the for their judges. Optat. Milev. de schis
Emperor Constantine, in which, on this mate, Donatistar. I. 1. c. 22. 
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children, should sacrifice, and partake of what was offered at heathen 
altars. All provisions in the market were to be sprinkled with the 
water or the wine which had been used in the sacrifices, that the Chris
tians might thus be forced into contact with idolatrous offerin0"8. To 
such length did fanaticism and despotic power proceed! New tortures 
and a fresh effusion of blood ensued. 

Again there was a respite, which lasted till the beginnin!F of the 
year 310. Christians confined to the mines in Palestine were"allowed 
to meet together for worship, but the governor of the province, observ
in!? this in one of his visitations, reported it to the emperor. The 
prIsoners were now kept apart and put to severe labor. Thirty-nine 
confessors, who after much suffering were enjoying a season of rest, 
were beheaded at once. It was the last blood that flowed in this 
persecution, tranquillity having for Borne time been already restored to 
the Christians in the West. 

The instigator of the persecution himself, the emperor Galerius, 
softened by a severe and painful disease, the consequence of his ex
cesses, had perhaps been led to think that the God of the Christians 
might, after all, he a powerful being, whose anger punished him, and 
whose favor he must endeavor to conciliate. At any rate, he could 
hardly fail to be struck with the fact, that all his bloody and violent 
proceedings had inflicted 110 material harm on Christianity. So, in the 
year 311, the remarkable edict appeared which put an end to the last 
sanguinary conflict of the Christian Church in the Roman empire. 

It declared, that it had been the intention of the emperors to reclaim 
the Christians to the religioll of their fathers, in departing from which, 
they had invented laws according to their own fancy, and given birth 
to a multitude of sects, - a t'cproach frequently thrown against the 
Christians of this age.! But as the majority of the Christians, in spite 
of every measure to the contrary, persevered in their opinions, and it 
had now become evident, that they could not worship their own Deity, 
and at the same time pay due homage to the gods, the emperors had 
resolved to extend to them their wonted clemency. They might once 
more be Christians, and would be allowed to hold their assemblies, 
provided only they did nothing contrary to the good order of the Roman 
state, (ita ut ne quid contra disciplinam agant;) 2" let them now, there
fore, after experiencing this proof of our indulgence, pray to their God 
for our prosperity, for the well-being of the state, and for their own; 
that the state may still continue to be, in all respects, well maintained, 
and they themselves may be enabled to live quietly in their own homes." 

1 "Behold, sin~e you have Jeft the unity 
of ancient tradition, the authority of the 
fathers, you have been led entirely by your 
own caprice, and have fallen f!'Om one in
novation into another j hence the multitude 
of vour sects," The Latin words of the 
dec~ec, - Siqlliilem quadam ratione tanto. 
eosdem Christianos voluutas (such caprice 
HfrlI.O'Jp'Irruia,) invasisset ct tanto. stultitia 

oceupasset, ut non ilb veterum instituta 
scquercntur, '1"m fursitan primi pare!'t~s 
eorundclll cunstitucmnt' sed pro arbltno 
suo alque ut hi,liclll cn~t libitum, ita sibi· 
met leges faceren!" qua, obscrvarcnl et per 
divcrsa VUIlUS populos congregarcnt. . 

2 The emperol' had probably c~pla~ncd 
himself more distinctly on this POlOI, III a 
rescript which has not come down to us, 
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Actac.a on Okrisfi.anity. ])efince of Ohri,8tianity against the8e 
writings. 

While the ancient world, in order to maintain itself on' its own reli
gious foundation, was endeavoring io suppress Christianity by force, 
the' culture of the age enlisted itself in the same cause and entered 
the contest with its writings. Intellectual weapons were combined with 
outward violence in attacking the new principle which had begun to 
reveal its power in human life. In these written assaults of Chris
tianity, the relation of the religious and moral principles of the then 
existing world, and of its different intellectual tendencies - as set forth 
by us in the introduction-to this new principle which was nowenter
ing into the life of humanity, may be easily recognized. If He whose 
external appearance was the perfectly unsullied mirror of his divine 
life, still did not fail to distinguish, in the hoStile judgments passed 
upon his own person, the sins against the Son of Man from those 
against the Holy Ghost, much more should we feel it incumbent on us 
to institute a like distinction between the judgments of misapprehension 
and of calumny passed upon Christianity, where its divine life exhibited 
itself under circumstances and forms exposing it to such various debas
ing mixtures. In the ferment which Christianity produced on its first 
appearance, many impure elements necessarily became mixed with it, 
which were destined to be expelled during the purifying process of its 
development. The crisis brought on by .Christianity, which WItS to 
introduce a genuine healthfulness of the spiritual life, must Meds call 
forth also some considerable degree of morbid action, as a necessary 
means of arriving at that ,ultimate healthy condition. Much that 
savored of a jealous and narroWly_.exclusive spirit, would naturally be 
engendered by that opposition to the world, in which the new faith must 
first display itself before it could fumish the world with the principle 
of ilJ3 own renovation. Now in order to judge rightly of these impure 
admixtures in their relation to the essence of ChriStianity, and to discern 
the higher element lying at the ground of them,. it was necessary thlltt 
Christianity itself should be studied and understood in its essential 
character. Whoever contemplated these phenomena from some out
ward position, and by the very peculiarity of this point of view found 
himself opposed to Christianity, would easily confound these accidents 
attending the process of its development, with the essential thing itself, 
and from his knowledge of ,the former, imagine that he comprehended 
the latter. This remark we shall have to apply to everything which 
wears the form of opposition to Christianity in these centuries. 

Thus Lucian, - of whose peeuliar bent on religious matters we have 
spoken before,-fixing on certain accidental marks by which his atten
tion had been caught, could place Christianity in the same class with 
the various appearances of fanaticism and boastful jugglery which he 
made the butt of his ridicule. When he heard of men who were said 
to possess the power of curing demoniacs, and of healing other diseases, 
he placed them down on the same list with the common vagabond exor
cists and magicians. He has moat to say about the Christians, in. a 

VOL. I. 14 
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work where, in his own peculiar style, he has described the life and 
self-procured death of the Cynic philosopher, Peregriilus Proteus. This 
personage, according to Lucian's account, was one of those notorious 
hypocrites, who understood the art of concealing their vanity and 
wickedness under the Cynic guise, and of enchaining the multitude by 
various other fraudulent tricks. Yet it may be a question, how far 'this 
picture, drawn by satire, answers to the truth, or whether it contain!; 
any at all- especially as we have a description of this individual by 
another contemporary,! which would lead us to form an altogether 
different view of his character; unless we choose to assume that tlrls 
other contemporary suffered himself to be imposed upon by a hypo
critical show of moral earnestness and zeal. This Peregrinus then, as 
we are told, joined himself for a while with the Christians, and being 
imprisoned for confessing Christianity, acquired among them the highest 
consideration. All which account may be a pure invention of Lucian 
for the purpose of connecting his hero with the Christians, that he 
might have a good opportunity for satirizing the latter. 

The importance which was given, from the Christian point of view, 
to the individual, personal existence, as destined, in its entireness, for 
endless duration; the lively confidence of faith in an eternal life and 
resurrection; the opposition to the whole previously existing world into 
which Christianity caused its followers to enter; the hearty brotherly 
love which bound them to each other;-all these Lucian acknowledges 
as effects which had proceeded from the man who was crucified in 
Pales-tine. But without troubling himself to seek for profounder rea
sons to account for effects so great, and, as he himself admits, so 
abiding, he throws them into the same class with all the other kinds of 
fanaticism which he ridicules. " They still worship," says he of the 
Christians, "that great man who was crucified in Palestine, because it 
was he by whom the initiation into these new mysteries was introduced 
into human life. These poor creatures have persuaded themselves tha.t 
they are all immortal, and shall live for ever. For this reason they 
despise death itself, and many even court it. But again, their first law
giver2 has persuaded them to believe that, as soon as they have broken 
loose from the prevailing customs and denied the gods of Greece, 

1 Aulus Gellius, (in his Noctes Atticre, probable, for the following reason, if there 
1. XII. c. 11,) tells us that while residing at were no other, viz. we believe, that if any 
Athens, he visited this Peregrinus, who thing of this kind had happened, some trace 
lived in a hut without the city. He calls or other of such an OCCUlTence would have 
him vimm gravem et constantem. He cites been preserved in the religious traditions of 
from his mouth the maxim: wickedness this period. 
ought to he shunned, not. from fear of pun 2 We find no good reason for supposing 
ishment or disgrace, but only from love of that Paul is intended by this expression i 
goodness; virum sapientem non peceatu but we must conceive of the same ~n, 
rum, etiamsi peccasse eum dii atque homi whom he characterizes as the aveaICOA.o1tla
nes ignoraturi forent. If the purely moral p.f:vor ao",!rrr~<;, and of whose laws he Is 
effort which these words express, was real speaking, - the sole founder of Christiani· 
ly his own, it is not difficult to see how he ty. We recognize, al5<), the allusion to 
might thus be induced to attach himself to what Christ himself had said respecting 
Christianity; while at the same time, he brotherly love. In this particular descIip
soon fell away from it, because he could not tion by Lucian, we do not remark a sing!p 
bring himself to believe the facts which it element which could be considered 81 1;18". 
announced. Yet we do not hold this to be longing peculiady to the Aponle B.w. 
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reverencing instead of these their crucified teacher, and living after 
his laws, they stand to each other in the relation of brethren. Thus 
they are led to despise everything alike, to consider everything else 
as profane, adopting these notions without. any suffic~ent gr?unds of 
evidence." 1 Under the example of Peregrmus, he gIves a lively des
cription of the sympathy displayed by the Christians for those confessors 
who were languishing in prison. "When he was incarcerated," says 
Lucian, "the Christians, who rega.rded it as a great calamity, spared 
no expense and no sacrifice to procure his liberation. Finding this to 
be impossible, they were exceeding careful, that he should in all 
respects be well provided for. And from the early dawn, old women, 
widows and orphans might be seen waiting at the doors of his prison; 
the more respectable among these, haying bribed the keepers, slept near 
him in the dungeon. Then yarious dishes were brought in; and 
religioUll discourses were delivered in his presence.2 Even from cities 
in Asia Minor deputies from the Christian communities were sent to 
assist in protecting and consoling him. They show incredible despatch 
in a public ~oncern of this sort. In a brief space they give away all." 

Again, Lucian accuses the Christians as an ignorant, uncultivated 
set, of excessive credulity; whence it happened that their charitable 
disposition was in many ways imposed upon. "If a magician, an 
impostor, who is apt at his trade, comes among them, having to deal 
with an ignorant class of people, he can shortly make himself rich." 
He describes the Christians as men "who thought it the greatest sin 
t~ take a morsel of food which, in their opinion, was forbidden, and 
who would rather do anything than this." Peregrinus was excluded 
from their community, "becaUlle he had offended even against their 
laws, for he had been seen to eat something or other which is forbidden 
among them." It is possible that Lucian had in mind here the example 
of Jewish Christian communities; or, perhaps, the very punctilious and 
sUperstitiOUll observance of the regulations adopted by the apostolic 
council at Jerusalem, (Acts xv.) which prevailed after the suppression 
of the more liberal spirit of St. Paul, may have given occasion to such 
a judgment. At all events, we cannot fail to see how, in this case, 
the contracted views of believers led to a misapprehension as to the 
essential character of their relif:,rion. 

The stoic Arrian, who lived at a somewhat earlier period than 
Lucian, judged of the Christians - as the emperor Marcus Aurelius 
had done before - strictly according to the relation of the stoic philoso
phy to Christianity. In his work, which aims to elucidate the principles 
of his master Epictetus,3 he starts the question, "Whether by insight 
of reason into the laws which govern the system of the universe it 
mi~ht not be possible to acquire the same intrepidity in view of death, 
which the Galilreans attained to by mad fanaticism and custom." 

1 "AVEV TIVOr UKpt{30VC 'lricrrewr. 
S Ecclesiastics visited him, and gave re

ligious disconrses in the cell, where he was 
ClOl1llned j - unless the words "MYOL lepol 
aVn;;JI WYOVTO," are to he understood as 

referring to extracts read from the sacred 
Scriptnres. By the "tv TiAEt," who re
mained with him during the night, may 
doubtless be mean t also Ecclesiastics. 

B Diatrib. 1. IV. c. 7. 
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It may easily b~ understood, from what we have said respecting ihe 
relation of the New Platoni8m to the religious stage of development·itt 
the ancient world, and to Christianity, that while 'on one hand it might 
serve as a transition-point to the Christian faith, and a source from 
whence to borrow the scientific form to be used in the explanation and 
defence of Christian truth; so on the, other, it would be the school 
from which the most numerous as well as the most formidable antago
nists of the same religion would proceed. Perhaps the first man who 
felb sufficiently interested in the subject to attack Christianity in a.n 
express work, was from this school; viz. Celsus, who under the govern
ment of Marcus Aurelius, when it was attempted to extirpate Chris
tianity by the sword, attacked it at the same time with the weapons of 
his witty and acute intellect. He wrote against the Christians a work 
in two books, entitled "The tnle doctrine." 1 

Origen himself, however, started the conjecture, that tliis Celsus 
was no other than the person otherwise known as Celsus the Epicurean, 
Lucian's contemporary and friend. Still it is plain, from the uncer
tainty with which he expresses himself, that he was led to4 this conjec
ture, not by any evidence of historical tradition, but only by the identity 
of the name; and that he was thrown into doubt again by the internal 
evidence presented in the work itself. Now since it is by no means 
impossible, that two authors of the same name should write at the same 
period - especially when the name is not an unusual one - the infer
ence from the identity of names must be extremely uncertain, unless 
supported by some agreement also in the way of thinking. 

. Lucian was induced by the last mentioned Celsus to publish his life 

1 A6yo~ a"1J~r, Orig. c. Cels. 1. I. c. 4. 
Several learned writers have supposed it 
might be inferred from Origen's language, 
(c. Cels. 1. IV. c. 3G,) that besides the work 
just mentioned, which, as to its essential 
contents may be restored from the fragment.s 
preserved in Origen's reply, Celsus wrote 
another work, in two books, against Chris
tianitv. But we cannot think that the in· 
terpretation of the passage which lies at 
the basis of their theory, is the correct one. 
The passa~e is this: '0 'E7rlKOVpeWr KiA. 
t10~, elye ovro, £t1Tl, Kat Kara Xptt1rtavwv 
~Ua elva /3i{3AlrJ. t1VvTft~a~. I cannot un
derstand ~""a, in this connection, as refer
ring to other works against Christianity, 
besides the one of which alone Origen uni
formly speaks, and which it is his business 
to refute j but I understand by it other 
works than those known to belong to Cel
sns, in which he betrays his Epicureanism 
without any attempt at concealment.. "The 
Epicurean Celsus, if indeed, - so I con
sider myself warranted by the Greek usus 
lloquendi of this period to understand the 
'Word eiye, while at the same time lac· 
knowledge the original difference between 
dye and ei7rep, - if indeed he is the same 
with the one who wrote two other books 
against the Christians." By the other 

books, in this case, none can be meant bllt 
that one work which Origen undertook to 
refute. Precisely this was the point in ques
tion, whether the Epicurean could be the 
a.nt.hor of that work. Whether the same in
dividual had composed two other works he
sides, against Christianity, was a question 
that did not belong here. Had it been 
Origen's intention to designate two books 
distinct from that work, he would have ex
pressed himself somewhat as follow»: '0 
Kat ravra Tit pi[3J.w Kat ~AAa Dba, et('. 
MOl'eover, the prefixing the words, Kara 
Xplt1rtavWV, confirms my interpretation. 
And if Celsus had written another addi. 
tionaL work against the Christians, two' 
ca.qes only can be supposed. Either OrigB/l 
had read this work also, or else hI) hl\d 
merely been informed t.hat Celsos had writ· 
ten such a work, without having seen It 
himself. In the first case, he would nnt. 
have failed to take some notice, in this con
troversy, of what Celslls had said in hi. 
other work against the Christians. In the 
second case, he would, at least, Dot have 
omitted to declare distinctly, that the oFhllr 
work of Celsu8 had never come nnder blI 
eye, as he does in fact observe where he .r. 
speaking of a writing of Celsus, which ~ 
shliU have occasion to mention hweaftet. 
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or the magioian Alexander of Abonoteichus, a work which he dedicated 
to that friend. This fact would correspond with the views expressed 
in the work of Celsus against Christianity. For the antagonist of 
Christianity places it in the same class with all phenomena belonging to 
the art of magic, and compares it with the latter when he attempts to 
account for its origin and diffusion. He might naturally wish, also, 
to know more about the great magician who had made so much noise 
in his day, with a view to avail himself of this knowledge in behalf of 
his own scheme of e1Ilightenrment, which would throw all religious phe
nomena, transcending the ordinary standard, into the same category. 
This Celsus had written a book, as Origen also was aware, against 
pretended enchantments,l and which was intended to counteract .the 
fraudulent tricks of those vagrant Goetre. It is described by Lucian as 
a work well adapted to lead men back to sober thought.2 Now it might 
very easily happen, that on these principles, the same zeal against 
fanaticism would induce Celsus to write against those who endeavored 
to deceive the multitude by their pretended art of magic, and against 
the Christians who insisted on their own miraculous gifts. Celsus does, 
in fact, compare, in one place, the miracles of Christ with the works of 
magicians who learned their art from the Egyptians, and for a few 
oboli exhibited them in the open market-place, pretending to expel evil 
spirits from men, to drive away diseases by a breath, to call up the 
souls of heroes, to charm into their presence costly viands, to make 
dead things move as if they were alive; and he asks, "Shall we, be
cause they do such things, consider them as sons of God - or shall we 
say these are the tricks of wicked and pitiable men?" 3 Origen waa 
doubtless wrong in supposing that in these words Celsus conceded the 
reality of magic; and that the only way therefore, of reconciling this 
concession with the attack on magic by the same Celsus, if he were the 
same, was to assume that, to subserve a particular end, he here pre
tended to believe what he did not actually believe. For Celsus might 
express himself thus, even though he looked upon those magicians as 
no better than jugglers, skilful in deceiving the senses by a certain 
sleight of hand; 4 and the same writer, in his work against the magicians, 
may have undertaken to show how such deceptions were brought about. 
Yet it must be admitted, that in another passage of the work against 
the Christians, Celsus expresses himself as though he considered magic 
to be an art possessed of a certain power, though held by him in no great 
a.ccount.5 He says he had heard it from Dionysius, an Egyptian muSi
cian, that magic exercised an influence over uncultivated and profligate 
men, but not over those who had received a philosophical education. 
This view of magic may be easily traced back to a common opinion 
among the Platonists of that period, who supposed that by taking 

1 KaTe' f'UF')V' Kat oVlla(levolf uw¢pov[(tW TOVr Ellrvy;ra. 
~ He says in his tract, dedicated to this VOVTar· 

Celsus. and entitled, 'AU~avdpor or "'woo· S Orig. c. Cels. I. I. c. 28. 
f'aIlTtr, (§ 12,) addressing himself to Cel· 4 Mexpl ¢avrauiar <f>awopElla TotaVra. 
BUS: Olr KaTa f'aywv I1Vlleypaipar. KaAMu 5 c. eels. I. Y1. c. 41. 
TOt, rt Ilf'a /Cat W'/>tAlflwrarOlr I1VYrpaf'f'aUI 

14" 
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advantage of certain attractive and repulsive powers in nature- certain 
magnetic influences - it would be possible to exercise a great control 
over such as were still fettered by the bonds of nature, though not over 
those who had risen to freedom, and lived in the divine clement which 
is exalted above all natural forces. With this the assertion first quoted 
from Celsus may be easily reconciled, that magic, as practised in 
Egypt, its proper homel so influenced men at a subordinate stage 
of culture, that sights, and affections of whatever kind, might be 
produced in them at pleasure. It may be questioned, however, whether 
Lucian's friend would have conceded as much as this to magic. 

Lucian praises the mild temper and the moderation of his friend. 
But in Celsus' work against the Christians we see no marks of such 
~lualities as these; but we feel that we have to do with a man of vehe
ment passions, a man altogether incapable of allowing the cause which 
he attacks, to be right on any side whatever. At the same time, we 
cannot be certain, that Lucian's opinion of his friend was according to 
truth. Besides, there are those who find no difficulty in preserving 
their temper until certain topics are introduced, when they flash out 
at once into fire and flames. And cspceially on religious matters, 
nothing is morc common than for men of acute minds, who have en
trenched themselves in some negative position of the under&tanding and 
feel jealous of every eccentric appearance in this province, to lose all 
self-possession whenever powerful phenomena of the reli;..,rious life are 
prescnted to their notice. The heat with which Celsns attacks Chris
tianity betrays his own oppressive sense of the power with which it 
was extending itself on all sides. . 

There can be no doubt, that the Celsus who ·was Lucian's friend, 
favorcd for thc most part the school of Epicnrus. But in the work 
against Christianity, very little is to Le found which indicates a ten
dencv to this way of thinking, and CYCtl this little vanishes under a 
more" careful exar~ination. On the other haud, the marks of an entirely 
opposite system are everywhere apparent. 

In this book we certainly perceive a mind which would not consent 
to surrender itself to the system of any other individual; we find our
selves ill conhtct with a man who, by combinirlg thc ideas predominant 
in the general philosophical consciousness of his time, the popular 
ideas - so to speak - of' that pCl-iou, had framed a system of his own, 
of' which he felt rather proud, and which, aftcr he had appeared as a 
polcmic in his work against the Christians, it was his intention to unfold 
in another performancc, under a more positive form. In this second 
work, he meant to show how it would be necessary for those to live, 

1 And sO the pos,cssion of the art of arts by which he performed his pretended 
magic was '''!Tihed, by those who acknowl- miratie$, and eont"ived to "ttain to such 
ed~d its reality, partielllarly to the Erryp- eminence as to be worshipped as a divino 
tian pl'ic:--ts. l\1oreover, C('I~n~ (I. I c. 28) heing. "OTl O{TOf Dlil rrOllav Elr AlyvrrToV 
hrin~s forward the story) borrow(',d pcrhap~ ILL(j1'1a(l1)~(jar KrJKrl ovvilpf.(Jv TW6J1J rrnpa· 
from t.he ..Jew~, that .Jcsn.'{, on acconnt of hi~ 1'1t:lr, 11>' air Al/,,{nrTLOl (JeflvfJ1JoVTal, hrav-r/A.
poverty, was ohliged in Egypt to let him- {fi:l', 1:,. Yair rlvv(l!lE<JI !liya <PPOV(JV Kd &' 
~clf out. j(H' wages, and there learned the aimtf I't£ilv avrov (iV1JYOPfVrJfV, 
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who were willing and able to follow him. Whether this plan was ever 
executed, we are not informed.1 • 

But in this system, the main ideas are borrowed from Platorusm. 
Among these we reckon the idea of the Absolute, the 011, to which the 
contemplative spirit of the philosopher alone could soar; -the distinc· 
tion between the highest, primal Being or Essence, and his self-mani
festation in the Universe - between the Highest, who reposes in being, 
and the second god, who reveals himself in becoming; - the world, 
as the Son of the Supreme God; - the idea of the celestial luminaries 
as divine essences, of the higher intelligences animating those heavenly 
bodies, of the gods appearing visible in the phenomenal world,2 as 
opposed to the invisible, hidden deities presiding over the several parts 
of the world - the national gods to whom the different portions of the 
world are subject, and to whom men are bound to render due homage, 
by acknowledging this dependence grounded on the nature of the 
earthly life; the idea that the imperishable element in human nature, 
the spirit alone, derives its origin from God; that this element, possess
ing an affinity to God, exists in the human soul; the hypothesis of a 
power struggling against the divine and formative principle in the 
world, of the V}.1} as the source of evil; hence of evil in this world as 
something necessary. From this V}.1} are derived the evil spirits, the 
powers that struggle against the divine, against reason. 

These ideas, scattered through his work, betray not the Epicurean 
certainly, but one who had appropriated nearly all he possessed from 
the current ideas of the New Platonic philosophy of religion. Though 
we cannot but suppose that Celsus, in opposing the Christian mode of 
thinking, and for the purpose of bantering the Christians, said many 
things which he did not seriously mean; yet assuredly we have no 
reason to suppose that the· tinge of Platonism which appears every
where through the surface, was assumed merely out of pretence. And 
however strong we may be inclined to suppose the tendency to eclecti
cism was at this particular period of time, still we cannot consider it to 
be natural or probable that Epicurean views would be blended with so 
predominating an element bf New Platonism. But whoever this Celsus 
may have been, he is for us an important individual, being, in fact, the 
original representative of a kind of intellect which has presented itself 
over and over again in the various attacks made on Christianity: wit 
and acuteness, without earnest purpose or depth of research; a worldly 
understanding that glances merely on the surface, and delights in hunt
ing up difficulties and contradictions. His objections against Chris
tianity serve one important end. They present, in the clearest manner, 
the opposition between the Christian standing ground and that of the 
ancient world; and, in general, the relation which revealed religion 
will ever be found to hold to the ground assumed by natural reason. 

1 Oligen, ni the conclusion of his work, These words, too, clearly prove. that Origen 
begs of his friend Ambrosius, that if Cel- had no knowledge of a second work of 

8US had actually executed this plan, he Celsus against Christianity. 

would procure for him this work also, that 2.eeo~ ~allepoi.

be might take measares foc its refutation. 
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Thus many of his objections and strictures became testimonies for the 
truth. 

How the divine foolishness of the gospel, the faith whereby the 
highest truth was to be made the common property of all mankind, 
must needs appear to the twilight wisdom, and aristocratic culture of 
the ancient world, may be seen in those remarks of Celsus, where he 
objects to the Christians,l that they refused to give reasons for what 
they believed, but wery ever repeating, "Do not examine, only believe; 
thy faith will make thee blessed. Wisdom is a bad thing in life, fool· 
ishness is to be preferred." 2 He makes the Christians say, "Let no 
educated, no wise man approach; but whoever is ignorant, unculti· 
vated, -whoever is like a child, let him come and be comforted." 3 

This objection was, in part, called forth by the divine paradox of the 
gospel itself; but in part, there was also a one-sided tendency among 
the Christians themselves to set up faith as something opposed to 
culture and scientific inquiry, -a course which led to the misappre. 
hension of Christianity itself, and to accusations which had no other 
ground than this misapprehension. Along with this class of objections 
we find another of the directly opposite character, showing how much 
the religion whieh was thus accused of demanding and encouraging 
implicit faith, claimed and excited intellectual inquiry, called into 
requisition the powers of thought. We refer to the objection drawn 
from the multitude of conflicting sects among the Christians.4 "In 
the outset," says he,5 "when the Christians were few in number, theY' 
may, perhaps, have agreed among themselves. But as their numbers 
increased, they separated into parties, mutually attacking and refuting 
each other, and retaining nothing in common but their name, if indeed 
they did that." 6 He accuses them of calumniating each other, and of 
refusing to yield up a single point for the sake of unanimity.7 

In objecting to Christianity the many oppositions of human opinion 
which it called forth, Celsus testifies against himself. How could a reli· 
gion of bare faith, a religion that called the unenlightened and repelled. 
the wise of this world, give birth to such a multitude of heresies? If 
he had not been so superficial an observer, he could not have failed to 
be struck with this contradiction; and in endeavoring to resolve it, must 
have had his attention directed to that peculiarity, by which Christian· 
ity is so clearly distinguished from all preceding phenomena in the 

1 A similar objection to Judaism and lIat uvJpurroJa lCal yvvtLLa IUU rrawapLQ II'~~ 
Christianity is made also by Galen, that irELV f~ei\ovai re llat avvavrat. 
celebrated physician of the second and third 4< Clement of Alexandria observes, tbtit 
centuries, -a man incapable of rising to pagans and Jews were used to bring t>hl. 
the higber fields of thought. From the po objection against Christisnity'j fl1} Jelv rrUf
sition at which he contemFlates the world, nvew atu rr,v ota'/lCJv,av rwv alpiat/Jv. 
on one particular side 0 it, and hy the Strom. I. VII. f. 753. Ed Paris, 1641. 
mere understanding, he observes: "Iva p~ 6 L. III. c. 10, and the following. 
nr dJ'{fvr /Car' aptUr wr Ek MCJvaoy /Ca~ 6 l:ruaELr Miar ~XELV tM1i1rOL ~ei\ovtrl, 
XpLarOy JLarp,(3"v u'/ltYflevor vOPCJv avarro a'/lu, avroiJr Uinovaw, eva" w, tirrelv, In 
JetlCrCJv tiKovji. De dilferent. puIs. I. II. /cowlJvoiivrer, elye lCowCJvovaiv En, roy 9v6
e. 4. paror. . 

2 L. I. c. 9. 7 L. V. c. 63: BA.aa~'1poOOi 06 elr aMq
8 L. III. c. 44: aiiAo, £law, I'm povovr loVr ovrol rravdewa pT/ra lIat ltp/¥fJra ~ 

roilr f,i\t~tOVr lIat ayevvel, lIaL civaL~roVr oill' a'll £1~(J/,fI1I oUde lIail' or,oW el,op6lJOlIIW. 
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intellectual world. Celsus was of the opinion, that these oppositions 
of knowledge, so hotly conflicting with each other, would bring about 
the dissolution of Christianity. But history has decided against him; 
it has shown how the indwelling power of unity in Christianity could 
overcome these oppositions, and make them subservient to its own ends. 

Cdsua then, as we see, was aware of the fact, that many different 
sects existed among the Christians. But he did not give himself the 
pains, which a lover of justice and of truth would have done, to distin
gUish what was grounded in the original Christian doctrine, and what 
had been added by these sects; what was acknowledged as true doc
trine by the great body of Christians, and what was adopted only by 
this or that particular party. He was somewhat deeply read in the 
religious records of the Christians, and had heard a great deal repeated 
which was derived from them. But the spirit in which he had read 
and heard all this, was not one that prepared him to receive, or made 
him capable of understanding it; but one which, keeping him on the 
alert for opportunities of ridicule and misrepresentation, must find these 
opportunities. He threw the religious writings, as he had done the 
religious parties of the Christia.ns, into one class, without examining 
either into the origin of them or into their character. Whatever he 
could lay hold of, belonging to the most opposite parties, - to those 
fanatical spiritualists, the GnosticB, and to those gross anthropoIllQrph. 
ists, the Chiliasts, - which served to present Christianity on different 
sides in the most unfavorable light, was eagerly welcomed by him. 

Sometimes he objects to the Christians that they had nothing in com· 
mon with all other religions, - neither temples, images nor altars; at 
others, - opposing an abstract knowledge of God to the religion that 
had its birth in historical facts, - he calls them a miserable sense· 
bound, sense-loving race,l who would acknowledge nothing but that 
which was palpable to the outward senses. He preaches to them, 
that men should close their senses and turn away from all sensible 
things, BO l!8 to have the intuition of God through the eye of the mind. 

On the watch for every weak spot which the Christians might expose, 
and which he could take advantage of in assailing their faith, the pains 
taken by many to work into form the traditions relating to the history 
of Christ did not escape his notice. " Many of the faithful," says he, 
"who have come, as it were, out of the fit of intoxication to their sober 
senses, alter the ~vangelicall1arrative from the shape in which it was 
first recorded, in three, four, manifold ways, that they may have where
with to deny objections." 2 He brings this to prove the position, that 
the more prudent and discreet among the Christians could not help 

1 aELAOV Kat 9lAOITWfLaTOV yevOf. L. VII. sus says can apply only to the Gnostics, 
c. 36. IIavTEAOlf Tfi lTapte' t1l0EOEfLivot Kat who allowed themselves in the practice of 
fL1/0l:v tea{Tapov /3U'lrOVT£f. L. c. c. 42. altering the evangelical records to suit their 

i The remarkable words of Celsua, (1. II. peculiar doctrines. Celsus, however. could 
c. 27,) are: TIVaf TOlV 'lrtO'T£1IOVTt.)V t.)f 1K hardly have in view this class of IDen, but 
fLt091/, ~KovTaf elf TO eq,EIT,aVal aUToi, p,E more probably referred to those who, by 
TaxapaTTELV tIC Til,' 'lrPWTf/, ypaq,ii, TO Eva), their criticism of the text, springing out of 
Y€AWV TPIX~ Kat UTpaxii I;a< 1TOAAa;rii Kat some apologetical interest, were for remov
/UTa'lrAaTTttv, lv' IX/nev 'lrpb, TO,), tUyxov, ing what might prove offensive tl) the sen
opveZriOt. Origen supposes that what Cel- lUi communis. 
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feeling the insuperable difficulties in those accounts, and therefore felt 
themselves called upon to remove these difficulties by their emenda
tions. But even this is still a witness in favor of the inward power with 
which these facts had found their way into the religious consciousness; 
since notwithstanding the stones of stumbling that offered themselves 
to the common understanding, still, when these accounts came to be 
spread among the cultivated, they could win conviction on their side. 

In like manner Celsus bears witness, against his will, of the distin
guishing peculiarity of the gospel, and at the same time of that which 
lay at Jhe very ground of his own want of susceptibility to its power, 
when he imagines he can ridicule Christianity, because it invites sin
ners only to participate in the kingdom of God, and excludes such as 
are wholly without sin. " They who invite us," says he,l "to become 
initiated into other religious mysteries, begin by proclaiming' Let him 
approach who is free from all stains, who is conscious of no wickedness, 
who has lived a good and upright life;' - and this they proclaim who 
promise purification from sins. But let us hear who it is these Chris
tians call: 'Whoever is a sinner,' say they, 'whoever is foolish, unlet
tered, in a word, whoever is wretched, him will the kingdom of God 
receive.''' And then he asks, " But how? Was not Christ sent in 
behalf of those who are sinless ?" 2 As Celsus was wanting in a just sense 
of the nature of sin, and hence could express surprise that Christ did 
not announce himself as sent particularly in behalf of the sinless, so 
too he was without a presentiment of the soul-transforming power which 
Christianity carries with it, of that mystery of an entire moral renova
tion of the nature estranged from God, which Christ sets forth in his 
conversation with Nicodemus. He had no conception of the fact, that 
by the power of divine love, a change could be produced, beginning 
from within and working outwards, which no fear of punishment could 
ever effect from without. His words bearing on this subject are well 
deserving of notice.3 " It is manifest to everyone, that it lies within 
no man's power to produce an entire change in a person to whom 
sin has become a second nature, even by punishment, to say nothing 
of mercy; for to effeet a complete change of nature is the most diffi· 
cult of things,. but the sinless are the safer companions in life." 

It is evident, that with the habit of thinking which expresses itself in 
the passages already cited, Celsus would be incapable of understanding 
another point which belongs to the characteristic matks of the Chris· 
tian position as distinguished from that of antiquity, namely, the nature 
of humility. In virtue of his Platonism, he did, indeed, see that the 
Ta1retvoT1Jf, which, from the ordinary ethical position of antiquity, was 
looked upon only as something wrong and evil, might also be a virtue; 
and hence he refers to the passage in Plato's fourth book of the Laws, 
which has already been cited on page 19. But instead of recogniz
ing in this something typical and prophetic in relation to Christianity, 
he derives the Christiah idea of humility from a misunderstanding of 

1 Lib. III. c. 59. 8 OMdr liv oMe KOI,"("JV ITaVTl/ llera{Ja· 
, Ti r5e; Toi~ avap.apTf;TOt~ ov~ f1rf:p.tpf}1J ; Aot, Il~Tt ye EAewv. L. IlL c. 65. 

L. c. c. 62. 
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that Platonic sentiment.1 The true nature of humility was a matter 
too foreign to his own way of thinking and apprehension, to make it 
easy for him to understand the Christian life on this particular side. 
Thus, in those carricatures of humility which came under his observa
tion in exceedingly imperfect exhibitions of the Christian life, he was 
unable to discern the truth at bottom; and he seized on such morbid 
offShoots, to represent the essence of Christian humility itself as a mor
bid thin'" ; - as if, according to the doctrine of the Christians, the hum
ble man °was a creature "for ever on his knees, or rolling in the dust, 
a man who dressed meanly and sprinkled himself with ashes."2 

It may appear strange, that Celsus, who taunts the Christians for 
their self-abasement before God, should accuse them at the same time 
of the directly contrary error, immoderate pride, a foolish self-exaltation 
towards God. But as he had no proper conception of true humility, 
so neither had he any just conception of true loftiness, - both being 
intimately connected together in the Christian consciousness, according 
to the words of Christ, W!lO makes the humiliation of self the condition 
of man's exaltation. At the position held hy the natural man, these 
appear as incompatible opposites; but they find their resolution in 
Christianity. Hence Celsus must necessarily mistake the Christian 
ground of standing on both sides_ Hence he could attack it on both 
these opposite aspects. He ridicules the Christians for presuming to 
ascribe to themselves, to man, compared with the rest of creation, such 
worth and dignity in the sight of God, as they did, when they taught 
that God had created all things on man's account, and when they rep
resented man as the end of the creation and of the government of the 
world. The importance which Christianity &.ttached to personal exist
ence, struck him as singular and strange. It appeared to him, in 
accordance with the prevailing view of the ancient world, that the uni
versal whole was the only end worthy of the divine mind; and that man 
was of account only as an integrant part of this whole, subjected to 
thOlle unchangeable laws of its evolution which operate with iron neces
sity. "It is not for man," says he, "that every thing has been given; 
but every thing grows and decays for the sustentation of the whole." 3 

Bow little capable he was of understanding, indeed, the great idea, 
that all things have been created for man, is evident from the form 
of some of his objections. "Although it might be said that trees, 
plants, herbs gro~ for the sake of man, yet might it not be said with 
the same propriety that they grow also for the wildest animals?" 4 And 
comparing these latter with man, he observes 6-" We with great labor 
and care are scarcely able to support ourselves; but for the brutes 
every thing grows spontaneously, without any sowing and ploughing of 

1 IIapa/(OtIIT(Ul ri:w IIMirColvor l0I'Colv. L. to the ignorance of those who propose to
VI. c.15. do what is right, but fail for lVant of knowl

I L. VL c. 15. Origen justly replies, "If edie." 
there are some who, through ignorance and "E«aITra rr,r Toii OA.OV ITCol'NJplar elVtIC4 
the want of a right understanding of the "ylveTat Te «at a1r6iUvTac. L. IV. c. 69. 

true doctrine of humility, do rhis, the 4 L. c."c. 75. 

Christian system is not therefore to be ac 6L. c.c. 76. 

cused j but it must be charitably imputed 




168 WRITERS AGAINST CmuSTIANITY. 

theirs." In his passionate opposition to what Christianity teacltes 
respecting the worth of human nature, he goes so far as to exalt the 
brutes at man's expense.l "If you say, God has given you the power 
to capture the brutes and make them subservient to your ends, we will 
say, that before cities, arts, trades and weapons had existence, men 
were torn by wild beasts, not they taken by men." Instead of mark
ing how in the brutes nature is striving upward to man, he adduces the 
bees and the ants as examples to show, that even the order of civil soci. 
ety is no prerogative of man.2 What the Christians taught concerning 
a particular providence, and concerning God's care for the well-being 
of individuals, appeared, therefore, to him as vain arrogance, as an rut<>
gether anthropomorphite notion. "It is not for man," he asserts,S" any 
more than for lions or eagles, that every thing in the world has been 
created; but it is in order that the world, as the work of God, might 
present a complete and perfect whole. God provides only for the whole; 
and this his providence never deserts. And this world never becomes 
any worse. God does not return to it after a long interval. He is as 
little angry with man as he is with apes or flies." Like a consistent 
Platonist, Celsus rejects every thing teleological in the creation and 
government of the world. A redemption, according to his doctrine, is 
wholly out of the question. For in this world, evil is a necessary thing. 
It has no origin, and will have no end. It remains constantly aa it is, 
just as the nature of the universe generally remains eternally the same.4 

The 'VA1/ is the source, whence what we term evil ever springs afresh. 
By this Platonic principle, a redemption, triumphing over evil, is ex
cluded. Celsus conceives the evolution of the universe as a circle con
stantly repeating itself according to precisely the same laws. With 
such notions of God's relation to the world, and to man in particular, 
with such mistaken views of the worth and significance of personal 
existence, he could bring against the Christian view of God's govern
ment of the world, and of his method of salvation, and especially of the 
work of redemption, the objection so often repeated in after times, 
"that the universe has been provided, once for all, with all the powers 
necessary for its preservation and for developing itself after the same 
laws; that God has not, like a human architect, so executed his work, 
that at some future period it would need repair.s 

Characteristic of the man, is the way in which Celsus treats the 
history of Christ. In part, he follows the stories set in circulation by 
the Jews; in part, other spurious or mistaken traditions, and partly, the 
evangelical narratives, which, because he possessed no single collectile 
intuition of Christ's person, he could not understand in their true 

1 To avoid the mistake of many, who some affinity to that of man, but only 
have supposed they found, in what Celsns checked in its development by the con' 
here says, a token of his leaning mnch rath straint of the VA1/, was supposed to exist in 
er to the side of Epicureanism than Platon brute animals. 
ism in his mode of thinking, it should be 2 L. c. c. 81. 
duly considered, that passion and obstinacy 8 L. IV. c. 99. 
lead him here to push every thing to the t L. c. c. 62, and the following. 
extreme, and that even according to tho 6 Ovre r~ 'iTeii' Itoworepfl{; dei 3,opt'JtH11f1t. 
New Platonic principles, a Boul bearing L. c. c. 69. 
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significa.nce.1. wp.e~v~r he thinks ~e evane;elical ~tives can.be 
made to lI$Wer his purpose, he co~ders thell" authonty to be umm
~aehable ; . but !hen ~ey~~ to lend themselves ?> his polemical 
mterest; he demes thell" truth.1 The Jew whom he mtroduces as an 
opponent of Christianity, is made to say, that he had many true things 
to state in relation to Christ's history, and altogether different from 
those teported by his disciples, but he purposely kept them back.~ 
Yet Celsus, whose perfect hatred of Christianity led him to collect 
together everything that could be said with the least show of probability 
against it, would not have failed, certainly, to avail himself of such 
accounts, if they were really within his reach. We must consider this, 
therefore, with Origen, as one of those rhetorical tricks of which Celsus 
set the example for later antagonists of Christianity. 
. Accordingly, he assails the position that Christ was wholly free from 

sin;' yet without producing a single action of Christ to show the contrary. 
4 Among other stories, he lays hold of the wholly unfounded tradition 

respecting the uncomliness of Christ's person,6 to represent it as incon
sistent with the supposition that Christ partook of the divine nature 
beyond all other men.6 

In respect to the resurrection of Christ, it did not occur to him to 
deny the reality of his death; but. he denied the truth of the accounts 
concerning his reappearance after he had risen. Without entering into 
any careful examination of these accounts, he leaves it optional, either 
to suppose them pure inventions, or cases of optical delusion - visions 
belonging to the same class with the apparition of ghosts.'/' The objec
.tions which Celsus urges against the reality of Christ's miracles and 
of his resurrection, hannonize perfectly with his ignorance of the true 
significancy of these facts. "Why did Christ perform no miracle when 
challenged to do so by the Jews in the temple?" 8 " If he really 
intended to manifest his divine power, he ought to have shown himself 
to those who condemned him, and generally to alL" 9 How he is com
pelled, from overlooking the connection of the divine' with the human 
m history, to testify against himself, appears once more in a very 
remarkable manner, where he says, "How is it, that a man, who was 
incensed with the Jews, should destroy them all at a stroke and send 
up their city in flames! - so utterly nothing were they before him ;
but the Great God, angry and threatening, sends his own son, as they 
say, and he must suffer all this." 10 

Thus, to the man who was incapable of understanding the true import 
of Christ's appearance, the Course of history generally, the signs of 

1 Origcn aptly ebaraeterizes the fJOurees appearance in the form of a servant, and' 
or information of whieh Oeltus availed the literal interpretation of Isaiah 53. 
himself: EZT' be 'lrapa7rovrrl'lm.JV, eIT£ ICa~ a 'Ap.~xavov, {m" -Ifeiov TL 'lrMov TC;;V ciAIe &vtryv",rrfl<lTIJ1I, erT' tIC J"tT'lfl<lT"'V 'Iav M.lV 'lrPO~v P1JOEV UAAOV Jta~epetv· ToiiTO 
&wcw.". L. II. Co 10. Je OMEv 4A;'OV Jd</>epev, aAA' t5~ </>aat pt

ILe.e.B4•. IC,wV ICcU m.rr£tJer ICa~ &yevver ~v. L. IV. 
• L Co e. 13. - e.75. 
• M'IJe dvmll'171TOV yeyovevGl Tbv '111- TL. n. c. 55 j 1. VII. Co 85. 

oeiJv. L. Co Co '1 and 42. eL. I. Co 67. 
• Which tradition had growli out:of the. • L II. c. 68 and 67.

Ilea,...:.. pushed to the extreme,-ofChriat'.' . lOL. IV: e. 73. 
VOL. I.' 15' ' 
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the times, must also be unintelligible. He corild '!lOt perceive di&.t 
ine~ whose anger had ?e.en ~xci~ed ag~iris~ the Jewish .people.' SelVea 
itS Instruments of the divine JustIce to mflict the penalty whlCh thIl}~ 
~eople had brought upon themselves by the accumulated measure of 
their guilt. 
Fro~ the same school of Platonism proc.ee~e~, in the la~ter ~alf or 

the thIrd century, another opponent of ChrIstlamty, - one m wHom we 
recognize a man of noble spirit united with profound intellectual attain
ments, Mtogether the reverse of Celsus. Porphyry, a Phrenician bi 
birth, was a man of the East, in whom the Oriental basis of ch~ter 
had been completely fused with the elements of Grecian culture. Too 
account which comes from the church historian Socrates,l that hE! had 
originally been a Christian, and only became embittered against Chris
tianity on account of the ill treatment he had suffered from some of 
his fellow-believers, resembles, too much to deserve any credit, one ;0£ 
the common stories by which men endeavored to account, from outward 
c!1uses, for an opposition grounded in the inward bent of the mind itself. 
In all that belongs to Porphyry, no trace can be discovered of his hav
ing once been a Christian; for, assuredly, those ideas of his which are, 
or rather which seem to be, related to Christianity, cannot rightly be 
considered as any evidence of this sort. In part, those ideas sprung 
naturally out of that part of Platonism which may claim some relation
ship with Christian doctrines, and which was more distinctly brought 
out by the effort to refine paganism and hold it up in opposition to 
Christianity; and in part, they showed the power exerted by Christianity 
even over those minds that were opposed to it; as, for instance, when 
Porphyry describes the triad of Christian principles, Faith, Love, and 
Hope, - though not apprehended according to the profound meaning 
of St. Paul-as the foundation of genuine piety.2 If Porphyry had 
not been a disciple of Plotinus, it is possible that by the fusion of 
Oriental Theosophy with Christianity he might have become a Gnostic. 
That speCUlative direction, opposed to the Oriental Gnosticism, which 
he received from Plotinus, the union of a Theosophy based on Plato
nism with the spiritualized polytheistic system, rendered him a violent 
enemy of Christianity, which could not be forced to accommodate itself 
to his eclectic theory. 

Porphyry, in the letter to his 'wife, calls it the noblest fruit of. piety 
to worship God after the manner of one's country.3 Christianity, then, 
would be hateful to him, if on no other grounds, because it was a religion 
that conflicted with the national worship. As it was his wish that such 
a. worship should be maintained as could not otherwise be reduced to 
harmony with the fundamental ideas of his philosophical religion than 
by !1rtificial interpretations, unintelligible to the multitude, he was 
necessarily betrayed into many self-contradictions. He was, as we 
have seen, a zealous advocate of image-worship; and in encouraging 

1 L. m. c. 23. {JOJ -rrep2 {Jeov' -rrtt1Ttf, uAI/{Jua, lpOJf' El'lf'Z,. 
~ In his letter to his wife, Marcella, which 8 Ep. ad Marcellam, ed. MaL c. IS, where 

was published by Mai, in Milan, IB16, (c. perhaps the reading should be: T'p~;, ,.. 
24:) Teuuapa t1Totxeia flo'Att1Ta K£IIpariJv- {Jeiov "an} TU -rraTpta. 
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this, he (lountenanced a.t the same time the old superstitions, since the 
people associated with these wages their ancient notions. And yet 
he writes to his wife: "That man is not so much of an Athei8t who 
neglects to wor8hip the images of the gods, a8 he who transfer8 to God 
the opinions of the multitude." 

He wrote a work against Christianity, in which he endeavored to de
teet contradictions in the sacred scriptures, - contradictions between the 
Apostles - especially between the Apostles Peter and PauI.l Doubt
less he may have adroitly availed himself, in this work, of the weak 
spots presented, not by the matter itself which he was attacking, but 
by the manner in which men had set forth and defended it; as, for 
example, when he was led by those harmonists who regarded the New 
Testament only as a rigid unity, to point out the discrepancies existing 
in the same,-of which, as we may suppose, he would be sure to make 
a. false use; when, as Celsus had done before him,2 he seized upon the 
artificial, allegorical interpretations, resorted to for the purpose of so 
explaining the Old Testament as to show that every part of it was 
equally divine and that every Christian doctrine might be found in it, 
and turned them into an argument to prove that the Old Testament 
admitted of no worthy sense to the natural and simple apprehension. 
Not without good reason could he say of such explanations, that men 
had contrived to dazzle and bewilder the judgment by pompous show.3 

Yet what he could assert with so much justice against this artificial 
interpretation of the Old Testament, fell back with no less weight 
a.gainst himself and the school to which he belonged, who took the same 
11llwarrantable liberties in interpreting the Greek religion and its fables. 

There is another work of Porphyry's, respecting which our informa
tion is more accurate, where too he has spoken against Christianity, and 
may have intended, indirectly at least, to present some check to its 
progress, - a system of Theology such as could be drawn up from the 
ancient, pretended responses of the Oraclcs.4 He aimed in this way, 
as we have already observed in the Introduction, to supply the craving 
now awakened for religious instruction on the basis of some divine 
authority that could be relied on - an interest by which many were led 
along to Christianity . Now, among the responses of the Oracles, some 
are to be found which relate to Christ and Christianity, - an evidence 
of the power of the Christian religion, which had 80 early infused its 
influence into the spiritual atmosphere, and already pressed itself upon 
the hea.thens from all that surrounded them. Hence many were at a 
loss to know how they should act with regard to it, and sought for 

1 Where he has recourse to the fallacious in n:tany respect.' very interesting work, 
argument grounded on the well-known in. conSiderable fragments have been preserv
cident at Antioch, Gal. 2. ed in the twelve sennonib. curat. affect. of 

See C. Cels.!. I. c. 17; 1. IV. c. 48. Theodoretus, in Augustine's work de Civi
I The words of Porphyry, which very tate Dei, after a Latin version, in which 

.ptly characterize this sort of self-delusion Augnstine had read it; and especially in 
in the interpretation of the recordS of re that great literary store-house, the. Prlllpa
ligion, are as follows.: .6it} Tofi ",,00 TI> rat. Evang. and Demonstrat. Evangel. of 
ICpmlCOv rtf tfn/xijr lCaTa-Y07JTt1JaaIlTec. Ell Eusebiu8. Maii has J.lublished a new frag
lebo hilt. eccles. 1. VL e. 19. ment in connection With the letter to Mar

e. nep~ rtr IIC My£1oI1I ,Wxro,tar, ofwhich, cella.. 

I 
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advice from the Oracles or from the priests who spoke in their name. 
The responses given in answer to these applications differed in tone and 
import, according to the different modes of thinking of the priests who 
gave them. It was a case of frequent occurrence, in the first centuries, 
that the women became zealous Christians, while their husbands remained 
wholly devoted to Paganism. In a case of this sort, a man inquired 
of Apollo what god he should propitiate in order to bring back his wife 
from Christianity.l The pretended Apollo, who knew doubtless the 
force of conviction among the Christians, gave for a response, "that he 
might sooner write on the flowing stream, or fly on the empty air, than 
change the mind of his wife after she had once become impure and 
godless. Leave her, then, to lament her deceased God." 2 Apollo 
appears, next, justifying the judges who hid condemned Jesus to death 
as a revolter against Judaism: "for the Jews acknowledged God, at 
least more than the Christians," (the common judgment of the pagans. 
See the preceding history.) 

Many of the pagans were led to suppose from what they had heard 
concerning Christ, that he might be worshipped as a god along with the 
other gods, and they consulted the Oracle on this point. It is notice
able that the priests, who composed the response in this case, were 
cautious against saying anything disrespectful of Christ himself. The 
answer was, "He who is wise, knows that the soul rises immortal from 
the body; but the soul of that man is preeminent in piety." 3 When 
they inquired further, why Christ had suffered death, it was responded, 
"To be subjected to the weaker sufferings is always the lot of the body, 
but the soul of the pious rises to the fields of heaven." 4 Here Por
phyry himself takes occasion to explain that Christ, therefore, must not 

1 Maii infers from this place, altogether 
without reason, that Porphyry's Marcella 
was a Christian. Porphyry undoubtedly 
cites here the question of another, as he does 
frequently in this work. The letter to 
Marcella contains no evidence whatever 
that she was a Christian, but rather proves 
the contrary. 

2 Augustin. de civitate Dei, 1. XIX. c. 23. 
The strength of religious conviction among 
Jews and Christians became proverbial, as 
we see from the words of the celebrated 
physician Galen, where he is speaking of 
the great difficulty of bringing about any 
change in the opinions of those who are de
voted to particular schools of medicine or 
philosophy, and makes use of the following 
comparison: SaTTOV av nr TOUr UlI'O M<JV. 
t10V leal Xplt1TOV (LeraouJu;elEV, i7 K, T. A. 
De different. pulsuum, I. III. c. 3, ed. Char· 
ter, T. VIII. f. 68. 
a ·OTt,aV IJ.fJ.avaT1} .pvx~ (LETa t1iJ(La lI'po(Jai

Vtt, 
ytYV(.)(;ffL aorpt-g TETI(L1J(LEWr, cillO. rf 

1frvX1J 
o.vipor Evtre(Jf-g lI'potpepeara'1'1J it1Tlv iKef

VOV. 

Euscb. Demonstrat. evang. 1. nl. p. 134. 

4 !'wfla (Lev uOpaVit1LV (Jat1aVOlr aiel "'po
(J€(3lvf/ral'

.pVXTt 0' evae(Ji<Jv eli: OVpaVLOV ,..§Oov Ket. 
It may be, that Porphyry was occasionally 
deceived by spurious oracles, that had been 
interpolated either by Alexandrian Jews, or 
other and older pagan Platonicians. It is 
quite possible also, that oracles of this de· 
scription had been interpolated by some oth
er more rightly thinking pagan, under the 
name of the god or the goddess; - though 
it may be verv well conceived, and indeed 
is more natural to suppose, that these ora
cles were actually given on the occasions 
specified. But assuredly the snspicion ilt
altogether unfounded, that they were in
vented by some Christian, for Christiana 
would certainly have never heen ahle to 
make up their minds to say so little of Christ. 
The example being once given of guch pa
gan oracles in relation to Christ, Christians 
might then be led, no doubt, to invent oth· 
ers. In the oracular response cited by 
Lactantius, (institut. I. VJ. c. 13) the word". 
concerning Christ, I'iv1JTOr t1iv ICaTC/. 116,p
xa, t10rpilr npaTooeO"tv EpyOLr, and aev~' 
others, betray their Christian author. 
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}>e calumniated; they only should be pitied who worship him as God. 
"That pious soul, which had ascended to heaven, had by a certain 
fatality become an occasion of error to those souls which were destined 
to have no share in the gifts of the gods and in the knowledge of the 
eternal Zeus." 

The list of authors who wrote against Christianity is closed by mero
cle3, {lresident of Bithynia, and afterwards proofect of Alexandria. 
The tune which this writer chose for making his attack, was the last 
which any mall of noble and generous feelings would have been dispose~ 
to choose, that of the Dioclesian persecution. And it was particularly 
unbecoming in Hierocles to obtrude himself on the Christians in the 
character of a teacher, as he was himself one of the instigators of the 
persecution, and a principal instrument in carrying it into effect. Yet 
he assumed the air of one who was actuated by an impartial love of 
the truth, and who wrote with the kindest feelings towards the Chris
tians, entitling his performance, "Words to the Christians, from a lover 
of truth." 1 In this work, he repeats over a great deal that had been 
said already by Celsus and Porphyry. He indulges himself in retail
ing the most abominable falsehoods about the history of Christ. In 
particular, for the purpose of at once glorifying the old religion and 
attacking the Christian faith, he made use of a comparison of which 
probably he has no claim to be considered the original inventor. To 
give the declining religion of paganism a new impulse in its resistance 
to the overwhelming power of Christianity, it was necessary to direct 
men's attention to those heroes of the bId religion who could be set up, 
it was imagined, in opposition to him on whom alone the faith of the 
Christians reposed. Thus the lives of the ancient sages, - of Py
~goras, for example, as exhibited by the New-Platonic philosopher, 
J amblichus, - were colored over with a tinge of the miraculous, if not 
purposely for an object of this sort, at least under the influence of sucl~ 
a tendency, which reigned supreme in the religious consciousness of the 
pagans. But men did not wish to go back for the pictures of sucl). 
heroes of the faith to hoary antiquity, they wanted to find them nearer 
home. The appearance of men who had occasioned unusual excitement 
in the public mmd, of such men, for example, as Apollonius of Tyana, 
were made available against Christianity in two different ways. One 
class, who were in the habit of referring all eccentric phenomena of 
the religious spirit alike to fanaticism or fraud - as Lucian, who places 
Apollonius of Tyana on the same level with Alexander of Abonoteichus, 
- would avail themselves of this comparison to account also for tht, 
appearance and effects of Christianity. Others, again, would oppos~ 
Apollonius, as a prophet and worker of miracles among the Greeks, to 
the founder of the new religion. This was the course adopted by 
Hierocles. He wanted to deprive the miracles of Christ of their force 
of evidence, by the miracles of this Apollonius. He considered every 
fable which the rhetorical Philostratus, ages after the alleged events, 
had drawn from unauthentic sources, or out of his own imagination, to 
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be entirely worthy of credit; as, for example, that Apollonius un<ler~ 
stood the language of brutes; while the apostles, uneducated, lying 
men,-jugglers, as Hierocles abusively called them without attempting 
to prove it, - are declared to have stated nothing but falsehoods. " You 
hold Christ to be God," said he, "because he is reported to have made 
a few blind men see, and to have performed some other works of the 
like kind; and yet the Greeks hold an Apollonius, who was the author 
of so many miracles, not to be a god, but only a man particularly 
beloved of the gods." Such was the peculiar method of argument 
adopted by Hierocles.1 

In this very life of Apollonius, used by Bierocles, and composed by 
the rhetorician Philostratus the elder, a favorite of Julia Domna the 
wife of Septimius Severus, some have supposed they discovered a side 
aim against Christianity. But there is no single passage of the work 
which furnishes any evidence that such was its design, while opportuni
ties were not wanting to introduce in some way or other remarks hostile 
to Christianity, as, for instance, where he speaks of the Jews. On the 
other hand, he mentions the divine vengeance inflicted on Jerusalem, 
of which the Roman arms were only the instrument,2 in such a way as 
would be favorable to the Christian interest, and might be supposed, 
indeed, to indic::tte that he was unconsciously influenced by the prevail
ing mode of contemplating that event among the Christians. Yet the 
remarks on the preceding page are not wholly inapplicable to the case 
of Philostratus. Whether it sprang from a conscious design, or from 
an involuntary interest, the effort is apparent to give dignity to his 
hero as a counter-picture to Christ; and in doing this we need not 
suppose he was influenced by any polemic aim against the Christian 
faith, but only by a wish to set forth the splendor of the Greek religion 
in rivalship with Christianity.s It may be that the miracles of Christ, 
of which he had informed himself, furnished the occasion for many 
scattered embellishments of his own invention, although no reference 
of this kind is to be found so distinct and palpable as to leave thi$ 
beyond question. 

These attacks on the Christian church were met, from the time of 
the Emperor Hadrian and onwards, by men who stood up for the de
fence of Christianity and of the Christians. We reserve it for another 
portion of our history to speak more in detail of these apologists and of 
their writings. Here we shall simply remark that these apologies were 
of two different forms, and had two distinct objects in view. One class 
of them were expositions of Christian doctrine, designed for the use 
of enlightened Pagans generally; the other class had a more official 
character, as the authors advocated the cause of the Christians before 
emperors, or before the proconsuls and presidents of the provinces. 

1 See, respecting him, Lactant. 1. V. c. 2; 8 As Dr. Baur also supposes, in his En.. , 
de mortib. persecutor. c. 16. Euseb. adv. on Apollonios of Tyana, (in the Tiibinget' 
Hierocl. Zeitschrift fiir Theologie, Jahrg. 1832, 4tel 

2 L. VI. c. 29, he makes Titus say, in Heft, also separately printed,) although I 
reference to the destruction of Jerusalem: cannot allow that all the references to the 
M1i avril, raiim clpyacriiat, {reij> cSe opyilv history of Christ which Baur finds in this 
,'6vavTI t1l"tcSecSc,)ldVaL ril, eavroii XEipar. book, are sufficiently proved. 
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As they eould not obtain a personal hearing, it was necessary for them 
to speak 'through their writings. The supposition that the forms of 
address to the emperors, to the senate, and the governors, were mere 
drapery, after the fllShion of the declamations practised in the Pagan 
rhetorical schools, is certainly inconsistent 'with the situation and temper 
of the Christians of this time. It is far more natural to suppose that 
the authors of such writings were seeking to correct the judgment of 
the civil authorities respecting Christianity and its adherents. We 
cannot wonder, however, that these apologies seldom or ,never produced 
their desired effect on the authorities of the state; for the latter would 
hardly give themselves the time, or find themselves in a suitable mood, 
to examine with calmness what these apologists had to advance. Even 
mllSter-pieces of apologetic art, which these productions, written from the 
fullness of conviction, certainly were not, could, in this case, have effected 
nothing; for there WIIS no possible way in which they could recommend 
Christianity so lIS to meet the politico-religiou8 views of Roman states
men. In relation to the fundamental position of a Roman, it was of no 
avail, though they bore witness, with the force of inspiration, of those 
truths, the more general recognition of which was certainly owing, in 
the first place, to the revolution in the opinions of mankind brought 
about by Christianity; though they appealed to the universal rights 
belonging to man by his creation; though they assumed as a point which 
every man must concede, that religion is a matter of free conviction 
and feeling, that belief cannot be forced, that God cannot be served 
with the worship of constraint. "It belongs to the human rights and 
natural power of each individual," says Tertullian, "to worship the 
God in whom he believes; it is not the part of religion to force religion; 
it must be embraced voluntarily, not imposed by constraint, as sacrifices 
are required only from the willing heart. Although, then, you compel 
us to sacrifice, you will still gain nothing for your gods." 1 But by the 
principle of the laws of the Roman empire, which here came imme
diately into consideration, there was no question respecting the in~()ard 
religion, but only respecting the outward fulfilment of the law8, the 
observance of the "Roman ceremonies." There was nothing here 
that taught any distinction between men and citizens. The apologists 
might appeal to the blameless lives of the Christians, they might chal
lenge the magistrates to subject them to the severest judicial examina
tions, and punish the guilty, but this could avail nothing. The more 
intelligent had long since ceased to believe those fantastic reports of 
the populace. Like Pliny, they could not accuse the Christians, as a 
body, of any moral delinquency. But yet the Christian life appeared 
to them incompatible with the "Roman manners," and Christianity a. 
feverish fanaticism dangerous to the good order of the Roman state. 

It was a sound and healthy feeling that induced the apologists of 
Christianity to Msume the existence of a prophetic element, not in 

I Humani juris et naturillis pooostatis est suscipi debeat, non vi, cum et hostile ab 
lIuicuiquc, quod putaverit, colere, nec alii animo libenti expostulentur. Ad Scapu
obeat aut prodest alteriu8 religio. Sed nec lam, c. 2, 
religionis est, cogere religionem, qUIIIl'poIIte 
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Judaism alone but also in Pag:",nism, an.d .to make appeal to this, ll'iI 
the apostle Paul, at Athens, ill proclruromg the God of revela.tipp., 
appealed to the presentiment of the unknown God in the immedia.te 
consciousness of mankind, and to those forms in which this consciousneSit 
had been expressed by the words of inspired poets. Christianity, ill 
truth, is the end to which all development of the religious consciousnesi 
must tend, and of which, therefore, it cannot do otherwise than offer a. 
prophetic testimony. Thus there dwells an element of prophecy no~ 
barely in revealed religion, unfolding itself beneath the fostering care 
of the divine vintager (John xv.) as it struggles onward from Judaism 
to its complete disclosure in Christianity, but also in religion as it grow~ 
wild 1 on the soil of paganism, which by nature must strive unconsciousll 
towards the same end. But though the apologists had a well-grounded 
right to search through those stages of culture from which they them: 
selves had passed over to Christianity, in quest of such points of agree
ment, - for which purpose they made copious collections from the 
ancient philosophers and pocts,- yet they were too closely involved in 
the very process of development to be able rightly to understand the 
earlier culture, as well in that part of it which was opposed to Chris
tianity as in that which was in relationship with it and led to it. Very 
easily might it happen that they would be led involuntarily to transfer 
their Christian mode of apprehension to their earlier positions, and 
allow themselves to be deceived by mere appearances of resemblance. 
Add to this, that Alexandrian Jews and pagan Platonists may have 
already introduced many forgeries under the famous names of antiquity, 
which eould serve as testimonies in behalf of the religious truths taken 
for granted by Christianity in opposition to pagan Polytheism. And 
at a time when all critical skill, as well as all interest in critical inquiries, 
were alike wanting, it would be easy for men who were seeking, under 
the influence of a purely religious interest, after the testimonies of the 
ancients, for such a use, to allow themselves to be imposed upon by 
spurious and interpolated matter. This happened not seldom with the 
Christian apologists. 

Thus, for instance, there were interpolated writings of this description 
passing under the name of that mythic personage of antiquity, the Gre
cian Hermes (Trismegistus) or the Egyptian Thoth; also under the 
names of the Persian Hystaspes, (Gushtasp) and of the Sibyls, so 
celebrated in the Greek and Roman legends, which were used in good 
faith by the apologists. Whatever truth at bottom might be lying in 
those ti~e-old legends of the Sibylline prophecies,2 of which the pro

1 I here make use of an expression, power in nature-religion, is characteristical
coined for this purpose by Schelling, a man ly distinguished from the supernatural pr0
endowed above all others with the gift of phetic element of revealed religion. Thlll 
iinding its right word for the expression of we find the character of the former ex
the idea, - to mark the notion of nature pressed in ancient verses, cited under the 
religion in its relation to the religion of name of the Sibyl, in Plutarch de PJrthUI 
revelation. In like manner, Clement of oraculis, c. 9: 'Ur oMe a1T'o~avoiiaa M/ftl 
AJflxandria styles the Hellenic philosophy, p.aVTtlC;;~, aAA' ailT'II f-dv tv TV aeA~Vl1 'JT'epL
in ita relation to Christianity, the ayptiAalO~. etat TO lCaAOV/letJOV tpaLVO/ll!'Vov yevofd:vrJ 
Strom. VI. f. 672. 1T'pOac.l7fOV, Tijl ~e aept Til 1T'Veii/la t1VylCp~ 

1I The prophetic element, as a natural tv tp~f'atr ad tpopr,aeTal lCa~ KA.'II~oaLV, Ire ~ 

http:immedia.te


1'l' 

found Heraclitus, five hun~d years before Christ, had said, "their 
unadorned, earnest words, spoken with inspired mouth, reached through 
a thousand yewrs," 1 the consciousness of such a prophetic element in 
Paganism, tha.t which in these predictions was supposed to refer to the 
fates of cities and nations, and more particularly to a last and golden 
age of the world,· gave occasion to divers interpretations taken from 
Jewish and Christian points of view; and as it had been the practice 
from very early times, with both pagans and Jews, to interpolate spu
rious verses, accommodated to their, respective religious views and 
principles, under the name of Sibylline prophecies,S so Christian fiction, 
from the very first century after Christ, added its own quota to the 
rest. When Celsus reproached the Christians with interpolating many 
scandalous things into the Sibylline writings,4 Origen in his reply could 
appeal to the fact that the more ancient Sibylline writings were full of 
interpolations. With this use of the so called Sibylline prophecies, all 
Christians, however, were not satisfied. Celsus mentions, among other 
Christian sects, the Sibyllists,6 and Origen accounts for it by supposing 
that Celsus might some time or other have heard how this name of 
reproach had been applied to those who quoted the Sibyl as a prophet
ess, by other Christians who did not approve of this practice_ This, 
however, is not to be so understood as to imply that those opponents 
of the Sibylline prophecies had ascertained, on grounds of criticism, 
the spuriousness of these writings,6 and for this reason refused to coun
tenance such a fraud for pious purposes; more probably, they revolted 
a priori, at the very supposition that anything of the nature of a pro
phetic power existed among the heathen. 

While, by others, the testimonies, genuine and interpolated, derived 
from their own literature, were employed against the Pagans, Tertullian 
chose a. different course. Inclined to perceive in all culture, science 
and art, the falsification of original truth, he preferred to appeal to 
the involuntary utterances of the immediate, original voice of God in 
nature. He adduced, as evidence for Christian truth against Poly
theism, the spontaneous expressions of an irrepressible, immediate, 
religious consciousness in common life, - the testimony of the soul, 
which he held to be Christian by nature,7 - the testimony of the simple, 
uncultivated, ignorant soul, previous to all cllltivation.8 In his apology 
before the pagans he makes appeal to this witness of the soul, " which, 
though confined in the prison of the body, though led astray by wrong 

constituent parts of the Sibylline books, 
and of the intel'polated versc~. See Dio
nysins of Halicam. Archreol. 1. IV. c. 62. 

• L. VII. c. 56: 'On 7rapevfl'pmpa" ek
Ta i{(eivll' 7rOAAu. (WL (3AU(flp7Jl'a 

6 c. Cels. I. V. c. 61. 
6 Testimonium animre naturaliter Chris

tiame. Apologet. c. 17. 
TDe testimonio animre, c. 1: Tc simpli

cem et rudem et impolitnm ct idioticam 
compello, qualem habent, qui te solam ha
bent, illam ipsam de compito, de trivio, de 
utrino totam. 

B Apologet. c. 17. 
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training, though enfeebled by the desires and passions, yet when it 
comes to itself, as out of a fit of intoxication, as out of a sleep, out 
of a disease, and when conscious of its healthful condition, calls God 
by this name alone, because it is the proper name of the true God. 
Great God-good God-and what God gives,-these are common 
expressions with all. It adjures also this God as its judge, in such 
expressions as these: - God is my witness - to God I commit my cause 
- God will requite me. Finally, in using these expressions, it looks, 
not to the Capitol, but upward to heaven; for it knows the seat of 
the living God - from Him and from thence it descended." 1 

1 QUal, ncet carcere corporis pressa, lieet 
institutionibus pravis circumseripta, licet 
libidinibus a~ coneupiscentiis evigorata, li
eet falsis Diis exancillata, cum tamen re
sipiseit, ut ex crapula, ut ex somno, ut ex 
aliqua valetudine, et sanitatem suam pati
tur, Dcum nominat, hoc sole nomine, quia 
proprio Dei veri. Deus maguus, Deus bo

nus, et quod Deus dederit, omnium vox 
est. Judicem quoque contestatur ilium. 
Deus videt, et Deo commendo, et Deus mihi 
reddet. penique, pronuntians hooe, non ad 
Capitolium, sed ad COllum respicit. Novit 
enim scdem Dei vivi, ab illo et inde de
scendit. 



SECTION SECOND. 

mSTOBY OF THE CHURCH CONSTITUTION, OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE, AND 

OF SCmSMS IN THE CHURCH. 

I. IIrSTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CmmeR. 

1. Of the Oon8titution of Ohurch Oommunities generally. 

In considering the history of the formation of the Christian church 
constitution, two different epochs must be carefully distinguished: The 
fir8t epoch of its formation, as it sprang immeqiately, in the Apostolic 
age, out of the peculiar essence of Ohristianity, - that essential char· 
acter of Christianity whereby it is wholly distinguished, as well from 
the Old Testament position, as from all previous forms of religious com· 
munity; and 'secondly, the epoclt in which this original form of fellow
ship among Christians became gradually changed under various foreign 
influences, reaching down to the end of this period of tlte history. We 
speak first, then, of the foundation laid for the constitution of Christian 
communities in the Apostolic age. • 

A. The first foundation for the con8titution of Christian communi
ties in the Apostolic age. 

What Moses expressed as a wish,! that the Spirit of God might rest 
upon all, and all might be prophets, is a prediction of that which was 
to be realized through Christ. By him was instituted a fellow~hip of 
divine life, which, proceeding from the equal and equally immediate re
lation of all to the one God, as the divine source of life to all, removed 
those boundaries within which, at the Old Testament position, the devel
opment of the higher life was still confined; and hence the fellow,ship 
thus derived, essentially distinguishes itself from the constitution of all 
previously existing religious societies. There could be no longer a 
priestly or prophetic office, constituted to serve as a medium for the 
propagation and development of the kingdom of God, on which office 
the religious consciousness of the community was to be dependent. 
Such a guild of priests as existed in the previous systems of religion, 
empowered to guide other men, who remained, as it were, in a state of 
religious pupilage; having the exclusive care of providing for their 
religious wants, and serving as mediators, by whom all other men must 
first be placed in connection with God and divine things; such a. 
priestly caste could find no place within Christianity. In removing out 
of the way that which separated men from God, in communicating to 

1 Numbers, 11 : 29. 
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all the same fellowship with God, Christ also removed the barrier which 
had hitherto divided men from one another. Christ, the Prophet and 
High Priest for entire humanity, was the end of the prophetic office 
and of the priesthood. There was now the same High Priest and Medi
ator for all, through whom all, become reconciled and united with God, 
are themselves made a priestly and spiritual race; one heavenly King, 
Guide and Teacher, through whom all are taught of God; one faith, 
one hope, one Spirit which should quicken all; one oracle in the hearts 
of all, the voice of the Spirit proceeding from the Father; - all were 
to be citizens of one heavenly kingdom, with whose heavenly powers, 
even while strangers in the world, they should be already furnished. 
When the Apostles applied the Old Testament idea of the priesthood 
to Christianity, this was done invariably for the simple purpose of show
ing that no such visible, particular priesthood could find place in the 
new community; that since free access to God and to heaven had been, 
once for all, opened to believers by one High Priest, even Christ, they 
had, by virtue of their union to him, become themselves a spiritual peo
ple, consecrated to God; their calling being none other than to, dedi· 
cate their entire life to God as a thank-offering for the grace ofredemp
tion, to publish abroad the power and grace of him who had called 
them out of the kingdom of darkness into his marvellous light, to make 
their life one continual priesthood, one spiritual worship springing from 
the temper of faith working by love, one continuous testimony for their 
Saviour (compare 1 Pet. ii. 9, Rom. xii. 1, and the spirit and whole 
train of thought running through the epistle to the Hebrews.) So, too, 
the advancement of God's kingdom in general and in particular, the 
diffusion of Christianity among the heathens and the good of each par· 
ticular community, was now to be, not the duty of one select class of 
Christians alone, but the most immediate concern of each individual. 
Everyone, from the position assigned him by the invisible Head of the 
church, should cooperate in promoting this object by the special gifts 
which God had bestowed on him, - gifts grounded in his peculiar na
ture, but that nature renewed and ennobled by the Holy Spirit. There 
was no distinction here of, spiritual and secular; but all, as Christians, 
should, in their inner life, in temper and disposition, be dead to the un· 
godlike, to the world, and in so far separate from the world, -men 
animated by the Spirit of God and not by the spirit of the world. The 
individual predominant capabilities of Christians, sanctified, made godly 
by this Spirit and appropriated as organs for its activity, should be 
transformed to charismata, gifts of grace. It was thus, therefore, the 
Apostle Paul began his exposition of spiritual gifts, addressed to the 
Corinthian church, (1 Corinth. xii.) "Once, when ye were heathens, 
and suffered yourselves to be led blindfold by your priests to dumb 
idols, ye were as dead and dumb as they. Now that through Christ ye 
serve the living God, ye no· longer have such guides, drawing you along 
blindfold by leading-strings. Ye have yourselves for a guide the Spirit 
of God, that enlightens you. Ye no longer dumbly follow; He 
speaks out of you; there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit." 
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The euence of the Christian community rested on this: that no one 
individual should be the chosen, preeminent organ of the Holy Spirit 
for the guidance of the whole; but all were to cooperate,-each at his 
particular position, and with the gifts bestowed on him, one supplying 
what might be wanted by another, -for the advancement of the Chris
tian life and of the common end. In this view of it, the New Testa
ment idea of the charitJma becomes important; the- charisma, by which 
is designated the individuality and diversity in the operations of the 
Spirit that quickens all, as contradistinguished from that which in 
all is the same; the peculiar kind and manner or form of' the activity 
of that common principle, so far as it is conditioned by the peculiar nat-. 
ural characteristics of each individual. Just as the unity of that higher 
Spirit must reveal itself in the manifoldness of the chansmata, so must 
all these peculiarities, quickened by the same Spirit, serve as organs, 
mutually helping each other for one common end, the edification of the 
church. We understand edification here, according to the' general and 
o:&iginal sense of the term in the writings of St. Paul, as referring to 
the advancement and development, from its common ground, of the 
entire life of the church-community. The edification of the church, 
in this sen.'1e, was the common work of all. Even edification by the 
word was not assigned exclusively to one individual; but every man 
who felt the inward call to it, might give utterance to the word in the 
assembled church. Referring to the same end, there were likewise 
different gifts, grounded in the diversity of peculiar natures, quickened 
by the Holy Spirit; according as, for example, the productive, (proph
ecy,) or the receptive, (interpretation, the &ep(l/fjve£a,) or the critical 
faculty, (proving of spirits;) according as the capacity for feeling and 
intuition, or that of sober reflective thought predominated; according 
&8 the Divine, in its overwhelming force, had the preponderance, and 
the Human, in ita independent development, gave place to it; or a har
monious coOperation of both the Divine and the Human prevailed; 
according as the momentaneous and sudden seizure of inspiration had 
the 88cen~ency, or what was contained in the Christian consciousness 
became unfolded through a process of thought quickened by the Holy 
Spirit, (where again there were manifold gradations, from an ecstatic 
elevation of mind down to the uniform, discreet and cautious unfold
ing of the understanding, speaking with tongues, prophecy, the 
ordinary gift of teaching,) in fine, according as the prevailing ten
dency was to the theoretical or to the practical, (the Gnosis or the 
Sophia.) 

Since Christianity did not destroy any of the natural distinctions 
grounded in the laws of the original creation, but sanctified and enno
bled them; for our Saviour's words, that he came not to destroy but 
to fulfil, apply also to the natural world; so, although the dividing 
wall between m.an and. wo~an, in respect to the higher life, was 
~m?1'ed by Chnst, and m him m~ and woman become one, yet Chris
~ty ~ould ~ave the woman remam true to the particular sphere and 
deetinatlOn &8S1gned her by nature. Women were excluded from taking 

VOL. I. 16 
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any public part in the transactions of the church assemb11es; 
they were referred to their appropriate sphere of activity within the 
bosom of the family, or some corresponding place in the administration 
of church affairs. The Apostle Paul, (1 Cor. xiv. 34,) interdicts the 
female part of the church alone from publicly speaking in the assem. 
blies; which makes it evident again, that no other exception existed to 
the universality of this right among the Christians. But this last men· 
tioned exception continued to be made, after the same manner, in suc
ceeding times. Even the enthusiastic Montanists recognized it; only 
maintaining that the extraordinary operations of the divine Spirit were 
not bound by this rule. In proof of this, they referred to the CaBe of 
the prophecying women, mentioned in 1 Corinth. xi. 5; but incorrectly; 
since the Apostle simply speaks here of a practice that prevailed in the 
Corinthian church, without approving that practice, but with a design 
of correcting it in a later part of the epistle. This will be evident on 
comparing 1 Corinth. xi. 5, with xiv. 34.1 

As the inner fellowship of divine life introduced by Christianity 
strove, however, from the beginning, to exhibit itself in an outward 
fellowship, it must nccessarily appropriate to itself some determinate 
form, answering to its own essence, a form in which this union could 
appear and shape itself as a spiritual body; because without such fonn 
no association, for whatever purpose, can have actual being and sub
sistence. To this end, a certain organization was necessary; a cer· 
tain relative superordination and subordination of the different members, 
according to the different positions assigned them in reference to the 
whole; a certain guidance and direction of the common concerns, 
and therefore separation of organs destined for that particular end. 
And this stands in no manner of contradiction with what we asserted 
respecting the essential character of Christianity and the fellowship 
grounded therein, and respecting the mutual relations of Christians to 
each other. On the contrary, the natural relation of members to one 
another points already to such an organic form in the constitution of 
the community as a necessary thing. For, as there were individualities 
of character predominantly productive, and others of a more receptive 
bent; as there were those preeminently calculated to guide and rule; 
and, as the Christian life shaped itself after the form of these Mtural 
peculiarities, which it ennobled- the natural talent being elevated to 
a charisma - the result was, that some members of the community 
would come to be possessed of the gift which is designated in the epistles 
of St. Paul as the xapltIfla ICv(3epvi)tIEW~ (governments.) This mutual rela
tion of gifts, grounded in the natural talents of individuals, pointed to 
a corresponding position of the several members of the community in 
their relation to one another. The xapltIl'a "vf3epvi)tIe(j~ required a corres

1 The Hilary, who wrote commentaries practice of the church. Primum omnes 
on the epistles of St. Paul, is r.emarkable docebant et omnes baptizaba~t, u~ ~ 
for the freedom from prejudice with which plebs et multiplicaretur, omrubu81Dter IDltla 
be contemrlates Christian antiquity. In concessum est, et evangelizare et baptizru:e 
speaking 0 these matters also, he correct· et scripturas explorare. Hilar. in epiM. 
ly distinguishes the earlier from the later Ephes. c. IV. v. 12. 
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ponding office, the fitness for which had been conferred by that gift, in 
the organization of the church. This was a whole, composed of equal 
members, all the members being but organs of the community, as this 
was the body quickened by the Spirit of Christ. All these members, 
38 organs of the whole and of the one Spirit which gave it life, were to 
cooperate, each in his appropriate place, for the cotnmon end; and 
some of the members acted in this organization of parts as the preemi
nently guiding ones. But it could hardly work itself out in a natural 
way from the essence of the Christian life and of Christian fellowship, 
that tJds guidance slwuld be placed in the hand.s of only one individual. 
The mono:rchical form of government wa.s not suited to the Christian 
CQmmunity of spirit. 

The preponderance of one individual at the head of the whole might 
too easily operate as a check on the free development of the life of 
the church, and the free cooperation of the different organs, in whom 
the- consciousness of mutual independence must ever be kept alive. 
The individual on whom everything depended, might acquire too great 
an importance for the whole; and so become the centre, round which 
all would gather, so as to obscure the sense of their common relation to 
that only One, who should be the centre for all. The Apostles stood 
to the collective body of Christians in a relation which corresponded 
only to their peculiar position in the development of the church, and 
which, for that very reason, could not be transferred to another office; 
since they alone were to be the bearers of Christ's word and spirit for 
all ages; the chosen witnesses of his personal appearance and ministry, 
of his resurrection to a new and more glorious state of being; the ne
cessary intermediate links by which the whole church was connected 
with Christ. This was a relation of dependence and subordination, 
grounded in the nature of the historical development, which could not 
be repeated. And these apostles themselves, to whom this position in 
the guidance of the church belonged, how far were they from any 
thought of exercising a constraining preponderance in its affairs, to lord 
it over the faith, of which the foundation had once been laid, and which 
was now to develop itself with freedom, and give shape to everything 
by its own inherent power alone! How much respect they showed for 
the free development of the collective body! They endeavored to gain 
the free coOper<Ltion of the communities in all the affairs which con
cern.ed those coromunities-a point on which we shall speak more 
particularly hereafter. Peter and John place themselves in their 
epistles in the same class with other presiding officers of the communi
ties, instead. of claiming a place above them as general rulers of the 
church. How difficult it might. be to find in the communities an indi
vidual uniting in himself all the qualifications for guiding the affairs of 
the body, and who alone possessed the confidence of all! How much 
easier to find in every community several fathers of families whose 
~culia.ritie8 together might supply the deficiencies of each as :m indi
VIdual, one of whom might enjoy the most confidence in this and the 
other ~ that class of the community, and who together theref~re might 
be qualified for such Ij, function. Monarchy in 8piritual things does 
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not harmonize with the spirit of Christianity; for this points everywhere 
to the feeling of a mutual need of help, to the necessity and to the 
great advantage as well of common counsel as of common prayer. 
Where two or three are assembled in the name of the Lord, he prom
ises to be in the midst of them. 

Besides, Christianity freely appropriated to its own use such already 
existing forms as were adapted to its spirit and essential character. 
Now in the Jewish synagogue, and in all the sects that sprung out of 
Judaism, there existed a form of government which was not monarchical, 
but aristocratic; consisting of a council of elders, o'~p.\, rrpe(1/Hmpot, who 
had the guidance of all affairs belonging to the common interest. To 
this form, Christianity, which unfolded itself out of Judaism, would most 
naturally attach itself. The same polity, moreover, would appear most 
natural, in whatever part of the Roman empire communities were 
founded among the pagans, for men had long been used to see the 
affairs of state administered by a senate, by the assembly of decuriones. 
It is an evidence of the relationship between the ecclesiastical and civil 
administration, that at a somewhat later period, the clergy were denom
inated ordo, the guiding senate of the community; since ordo stands 
preeminently for the ordo senatorum. 

The guidance of the communities was accordingly everywhere en· 
trusted to a counsel of elders. It was not necessary that these should 
be the oldest in years, though some respect doubtless was had to age. 
But age here was a designation of worth, as in the Latin" senatus." 
and in the Greek "yepov(1ia." Besides the usual name rrpe(1{Hmpot, 

given to these heads of the community, there were also many others, 
denoting their appropriate sphere of action, as rrot{'Ever, shepherds;
rDn;.) f)yov{'evo£, rrpoerrrCmr rwv uOeArpWV. The founding of communities 
among the pagans led to another name, more conformed to the Gre
cian mode of designating such relations, than the appellations above 
cited, which clearly show their Jewish origin. This name was lrri(1KOrrOt, 
borrowed from the city form of government among the Greeks,! and 
applied to the presiding officers of the Christian communities, as over
seers of the whole, leaders of the community. ' 

That the name trri(1K01Wt or bishops, was altogether synonymous with 
that of Presbyters, is clearly evident from those passages of scripture, 
where both appellations are used interchangeably. Acts 20, compo 
v. 17 with v. 28; Ep. to Titus, c. 1, v. 5 with v. 7 and from those 
where the office of deacon is named immediately after that of bishop, 
so that between these two church offices there could not still be a third 
intervening one. Ep. to Philipp. 1: 1; 1 Tim. 3: 1 and 8. This 
interchange in the use of the two appellations shows that they were 
perfectly identical. Even were ,the name bishop originally nothing 
more than the distinctive title of a president of this church-senate, of 
a Primus inter pares, yet even in this case such interchange would be 
quite inadmissible. Likewise in the letter which Clemens, the disciple 
·of Paul, writes in the name of the Roman church, the deacons are 

1 See on this point, my Rist. of the Planting, &c., Vol. I. p. 19S. 
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named immediately after the bishops, as the presiding officers of the 
communities.l 

But we here go on the supposition, that in each town, from the be
ginning onward, one single community formed itself under the guidance 
of a senate of elders. Are we warranted to suppose this? An oppo
site hypothesis has been proposed by several writers in more recent 
times.2 It is held, according to this view, that there were not single 
churches formed from the beginning, especially in the larger towns; 
but as Christianity was introduced from many different quarters and 
by different preachers, single, small communities must have been 
founded, independent of one another, which remained separate, and 
held their assemblies at different places. Not till later, then, would 
one community be formed from the coming together of these several 
conventicles. Of such separate conventicles preceding the formation 
of one community, indications are supposed to be found in those paa
sages of St. Paul's epistles, where one person, with the church assem
bling in his house, is greeted. Coloss. 4: 15; 1 Corinth. 16: 19; 
Rom. 16: 5 - 14, 15; Philem. 2. Each of these small communi
ties is supposed to have had its own presiding officer, and in this sense 
the monarchical was the original form of government in the constitution 
of the church. According to one view, the contentions of these little 
bands and their presiding officers with one another, first caused the 
want to be felt of greater unity and closer connection under a common 
head; by which the gradual formation of the episcopal government of 
the church would be promoted. According to the other view, the 
name e,riUKQ7rot designated originally the function of these local presi
dents, and the name presbyters, the collegial union of these several 
presidents of communities. 

Such an atomic theory, however, corresponds, certainly, least of all, to 
the essence of Christianity, of thc Christian community of Spirit, which 
tended everywhere to fellowship and unity, and conveyed with it the 
consciousness of all belonging together to one body.3 Everywhere in 
the epistles of the New Testament, Christians of the same city appear 
as members associated together to form one lKKA1Juia. This unity 
never represents itself as something which is yet to take place, but as 
the original form, having its ground from the beginning in the essence 
of the Christian consciousness; and the party divisions which threat
ened to dissolve this unity, appear rather as a morbid affection which 
had crept in later, as in the Corinthian church. And if portions of 
the church sometimes formed separate assemblies in the houses of such 
individuals as possessed local conveniences for the purpose, or who 
were eminently qualified to edify those who assembled in their dwell

1 See Cap. 42. Dr. von Baur, in his Treatise on the Pas
2 Dr. Kist of Leyden j see his Essay on toral Letters. 

the Origin of the Episcopal Power in the 8 Compo what I have said in objection to 
Christian Church, translated frol1l the Dutch this theory, in my History of the Planting, 
in lIIgen's' Zeitschrift flir die historische &c., p. 49 and 199 j also Rothe, in his work 
Theologie, Bd. II~ 2tcs Stiiek, S.48,-o.nd Uber die Anfange der Christlichen Kirchc, 

p. 197, and onward. 

http:S.48,-o.nd
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ings, by the preaching of the word; 1 yet this was something which 
did not occur till later, when the communities that were already regu~ 
larly organized became more numerous; and those who met in such 
assemblies did not, by so doing, separate themselves from the great 
whole of the community which subsisted under that guiding senate. 
Of course the distinction, which has its sole ground in the theory above 
mentioned, between bishops and presbyters, vanishes; and all we can 
admit is, that the latter was particularly the name· of dignity, the 
former the name designating the function, or particular sphere of 
activity. 

These presbyters or bishops then, as we may call the same function
aries considered under different points of view, had the general super
intendence of the communities, the direction of all affairs pertaining to 
the common interest; but the office of teaching was not committed ex· 
elusively to them; for, as we have remarked above, all Ohristians, 
originally, had the right of pouring out their hearts before the brethren, 
and of speaking for their edification, in the public assemblies. It does 
not follow, however, from this, that all the members of a community 
were fitted for the ordinary and regular office of teaehing; a distinc
tion is to be made between a gift of teaching, such as, like every other 
cultivated talent, stood constantly at the command of him that once 
possessed it, and those effusions proceeding from the inspiration of the 
moment,2 which were connected with insulated and transient states 
of elevated feeling, such as, in especial manner, belonged tv the charac
teristic features of that primitive time of extraordinary mental excite
ment from above, when the divine life was first entering within the 
limits of the earthly world, and sudden transitions in conversion must 
more frequently occur. On such transient awakenings and excitements 
of the religious consciousness alone, the care necessary to preserve, 
propagate and advance religious knowledge, and to defend the genuine, 
pure, apostolic doctrine against the various corrupting tendencies
already threatening to come in - of Jewish or Pagan modes of think· 
ing, could not be made to depend. Christianity claimed for its service 
the faculties of knowledge, no less than those of feeling. Where one of 
these two faculties predominated to the exclusion of the other, disturb
ances of the Christian consciousness and life always ensued. That 
healthy and harmonious development, by virtue of which all exclusive 
preponderance of single charismata would be precluded, was one of the 
characteristic features of the apostolic period. Hence the watchful 
counteraction of the Apostle Paul, wherever he noticed any exclusive 
tendency of this kind which threatened to interfere with the harmoni

lComp. my Hist. of the Planting, etc., 
p.208. 

!l As prophccy, spcaking with tongues. 
I will take this occasion to point out a pas· 
sage in Irenreus, which serves to confinn 
what I have SO often advanced, that by the 
gift of tongues, was designated something 
that differed only in degree, not in kind, 

raised to a higher grade, and suppressing 
more entirely the ordinary consciousness. 
The passage in Acts, 10: 46, relating to 
the gift of tongues, Irenreus, III. 12, 15, 
explai ns thus: while the Holy Ghost rested 
on them, they poured out their feelings in 
the manner of prophecy. Toii n:1I£vfl4ror 
Tali ayiov tn:allan:avoIiTOr aVT'oir. n:porp1/T'!fJ. 

from the prophetic gift, - an inspiration OVT'ar aVTOVr rUcf}1(6£t. 
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Oua and healthy development of the Christian life - as we see in his 
first epistle to the Corinthians. Care was to be taken, therefore, that 
along with those utterances of extraordinary inspiration, to be connected 
with no particular function, there should never fail to be in the commu
nities such as were qualified to satisfy the need of knowledge, men 
ca.pable of unfolding and of defending for them Christian truth: the 
function denoted by the A6yo~ yv.,tTet.J~ and the xaptufta oulauKaAlar. This 
latter presupposed a certain previous cultivation of the understanding, 
a power of clear and discriminating thought, a certain gift of communi
cation; all, which, if once present, when quickened by the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, became a charisma of this kind. Such as possessed 
this charisma, were on that account fitted to take care for the continual 
preservation of sound doctrine in the community and for the establish
ment and furtherance of Christian knowledge, without excluding the 
cooperation of the rest, who were at liberty to assist, each from his own 
position, and according to the particular gift which might belong to 
him. Hence, in the apostolic age, the gift of teaching, xaptup.a !lulauKaAiar, 
and the order of teachers, Ot!luuKalt.ot, who were distinguished by this 
gift, are represented as constituting an entirely distinct function and 
order. All the members of a community might, at particular seasons, 
feel the impulse to address the assembled brethren, or to break forth 
before them in acts of invocation or praise to their God; but only a. 
few possessed that tapUlp.a otoaulCaAfar, and were !lUlcitTKaAOL, 

It is clear of itself, however, that this faculty of teaching is a thing 
quite distinct from the talent for administering the outward concerns 
of the community, the xaptup.a Iw(3epviJ(W.Jr, which was particularly required 
for the office of assessor in the church council, the office of presbyter 
01" bishop. These gifts, so different in their kind, could not always be 
united in the same individual. In the early apostolic church, to which 
all arbitrary and idle distinctions of ranks wcre so alien, and where 
every office was considered simply with reference to the end it was to 
subserve and circumscribed by an inp,er necessity, the function of 
teaching and that of church government, the function of a .MaUlCaAor 
and that of a 1rOtp.~", as also the gifts requisite for both,! were hence 
also originally distinguished and held separate from each other.2 

In the unfolding of these relations, it is necessary to distinguish 
different steps, or stages; and we should not be warranted in a.ssuming, 
as the original form, every thing which we find in the later portions of 
the a.postolic times. The historic progress itself must have introduced 
many changes; and it would be a. mistake if we supposed that every 
~gement in the communities when St. Paul wrote his last epistles 
re~e~ the same as when he sent the first. Thus, with regard to the 
~tratlon of doctrine, the following gradations are to be distinguished 
m the progressive development.8 1. It occurred naturally that indi
viduals, qualified for it by previous cultivation of mind, were, by virtue 

1 The xf;PttTp.a OIOatTKa~ta~ and the ;rapttT- pose of seeing the distinction between the 
fM' /Ct)(Je(W11tTl(J~, &oatTK(.J1J and the 1rpOeuTw,. 

I Compo for in~tanee, Rom. 12: 11 8, ad • Bee my Hist. of the Planting, &0., p. 210. 
tile pa8Ilagea already noticed, for '" par

http:Iw(3epviJ(W.Jr
http:Ot!luuKalt.ot
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of this qualification, particularly called to the regular dispensation of 
doctrine. 2. Such persons were commonly ordained and set apart .. 
teachers of the church. 3. The functions of churoh·teacher and of 
elder became more closely oonnected with each other. It must have 
been held a salutary thing, tending to the good order and quiet of the 
communities, that among their presiding officers there should be also 
those who possessed the talent for administering the office of teaching. 
If in some cases, as in Paul's farewell address to the elders of the 
Church of Ephesus, the care of maintaining pure doctrine was COlJl. 

mitted to the presbyters generally, yet it by no means follows that H 
belonged to them to administer the office of teaching in the more 
restricted sense; for the Apostle may be speaking here simply of on, 
among the general cares of church government.. But when, in th~ 
epistle to Titus, it is required of a bishop, that he should not only 
himself hold fast the genuine, pure doctrine of the gospel, but also bE! 
able to establish others in it, and confute its adversaries, it is certainly 
implied that the bishop must possess also the gift of teaching. Indeed 
under many circumstances of the church, such as those, for example, 
which are alluded to in the above mentioned epistle, this would be 
highly desirable on account of the threatening danger from the spread 
of erroneous doctrines, which was to be met by the paternal authority 
of elders of the community, supported by their oral teaching. So, 
too, in the first epistle to Timothy (5: 17), those of the presbyters 
who, to the talent for government, Iw/3epv1/1rtf, could unite also that of 
teaching, OUla(lIWl.la, are counted worthy of double honor; and the 
prominence given here to each may be regarded as another proof that 
the two were not necessarily and always united. 

Besides these, we find only one other church office in the Apostolio 
age, that of deacons. The duties of this office were from the beginning 
simply external, as it was instituted in the first place, according to 
Acts vi, to assist in the distribution of alms. The care of providing 
for the poor and sick of the communities, to which many other external 
duties were afterwards added, devolved particularly on this office. 
Besid~s the deacons, there were appointed also deaconesses, for the 
female portion of the communities, because the free access of men to 
the female sex, especially in the East, where custom demanded so care
ful a separation of the sexes, might excite suspicion and give offence. 
If the women, in conformity with their natural destination, were excluded 
from the offices of teaching and church government, yet the pecu.lia.r 
qualifications of the sex were now claimed, in this way, as pecul.ia.r 
gifts for the service of the communities. By means of such deacon
esses the gospel could be introduced into the bosom of families, where, 
owing to the customs of the East, no man could gain admittance.! 
They were also bound, as Christian wives and mothers of tried expe
rience in all the relations of their sex, to assist the younger women of 
the communities with their counsel and encouragement.2 

1 As a proof, see the words of Clement yvvatlCc.lV;;rl~ &cltaj3A?1Tt.l' frapeU1eMlt'rO • 
of Alexandria, (St. I. III. p. 448,) respect ToV /(lJpiov cltoaD'lCaA.la. 
ing Christia.n women: Al <Jv Kat elr T~V 2 Tertull. de virglnib. velandia, Co 9: tJt 

http:cltoaD'lCaA.la
http:OUla(lIWl.la
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As regards the election to these church offices, we are in want of 
sufficient information to enable us to decide how it was managed in the 
early Apostolic times. Indeed, it is quite possible that the method of 
procedure differed under different circumstances. As in the institution 
of deacons t4e apostles left the choice to the communities themselves, 
and as the same was the case in the choice of deputies to attend the 
apostles in the name of the communities (1 Corinth. viii: 19), we might 
argue that a llimilar course would be pursued in filling other offices of 
the church. Yet it may be that in many cases the apostles themselves, 
where they could not as yet have sufficient confidence in the spirit of 
the first new communities, conferred the important office of presbyters 
on such as in their own judgment, under the light of the Divine Spirit, 
appeared to be the. fittest persons. Their choice would, moreover, 
deserve in the highest degree the confidence of the communities (comp. 
Acts xiv: 23; Titus i: 5); although when St. Paul empowers Titus to 
set presiding officers over the communities who possessed the requisite 
qualifications, this circumstance decides nothing as to the mode of choice, 
nor is a choice by the community itself thereby necessarily excluded. 
The regular course seems to have been this: the church offices were 
entrusted in preference to the first converts of the commnnities, pro
vided that in other respects they possessed the requisite qualifications. 
(1 Corinth. vi: 15).1 Clement of Rome cites the following rule, as 
one which had been handed down from the apostles, relative to the 
appointment to church offices; "that they should be filled, according 
to the judgment of approved men, with the consent of tlte whole com
munity." It may have been the general practice for the presbyters 
themselves, in case of a vacancy, to propose another to the community 
in place of the person deceased, and leave it to the whole body either to 
approve or decline their selection for reasons assigned.2 Where asking 
for the assent of the community had not yet become a mere formality, 
this mode of filling church offices had the salutary effect of causing the 
votes of the majority to be guided by those capable of judging, and of 
suppressing divisions; while at the same time no one was obtruded on 
the community who would not 1)e welcome to their hearts. 

Again, as regards the relation in which these presbyters stood to the 
communities, they were not designed to exercise absolute authority, but 
to act as presiding officers and guides of an ecclesiastical republic; to 
conduct all things with the cooperation of the communities as their 
ministers, and not their masters. So the apostles regarded this relation 
when they addressed their epistles, which treat not barely of matters 
of doctrine but of things relating to the life and discipline of the 
church, not to the presiding officers of the communities alone, but to 
the entire communities. In the instance where the Apostle Paul pro-

ex~rimentis omnium affectuum structre, aVTWv, OOK'pal7aVTer rli> 7rVevpart elr hrll7
faelie norint creteras et consilio et solatio ICo",ovr "a~ OtaK6vovr ptAADvT"'v 1rlI7TEVelV. 
javarej et at nihilominas ea decucllrrerint, 2 Clement, Cap. 44: Tovr Karal7ra~eVTar 
per qaal femina probari potest. (nrlJ TWV u",ol7raA",v i) /leTa;v vrp' lrep"'l' 

1 So also Clement of Rome, (cap. 42J EAlLoyip"'v uvopwv, (11JVeVOOK1J17U171/r r?ir e/(
says of the Apostles: KaTa ;t;wpav Kal "'0- ICA1Jaiar 1raU1Jf. 
heir /('1PVUUOIiTer Ka~eCT1'aVOll Tar .iTrap,tar 
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nounces a sentence of excommunioation from the fellowship of the 
church, he conceives himself united in spirit with the whole community 
(1 Corinth. v. 4), assuming that regularly, in a matter of such COInInlln 
concern, the participation of the whole community was required. 

B. 	Changes in the Constitution of the Ohristian Ohurch after the 
age of the Apostles. 

The changes which the Constitution of the Christian Church undel.'
went during this period, related especially to the three following partic. 
ulars; 1. the distinction of bishops from presbyters, and the gradual 
development of the monarchico.episcopal church government; 2. the 
distinction of the clergy from the laity, and the formation of a sacer
dotal caste, as opposed to the evangelical idea of the priesthood; 3. 
the multiplication of church offices. 

As to the first of these particulars, we are in want, it is true, of exact 
and full information respecting the manner in which the change took 
place in single cases; but a comprehensive view on grounds of analogy 
will set the matter in a very clear light. Since the presbyters conati: 
tuted a deliberative assembly, it would of course soon become the prac
tice for one of their number to preside over the rest. This might be 
so arranged as to take place by some law of rotation, so that the 
presidency would thus pass in turn from one to the other. Possibly, 
in many places, such was the original arrangement. Yet we find no 
trace, at least in history, of anything of this kind. But neither, as 
we have already observed,' do we, on the other hand, meet with any 
vestige of a fact which would lead us to infer that the presidency over 
the presbyterial college was originally distinguished by a special name. 
However the case may have been, then, as to this point, what we find 
existing in the second century enables us to infer, respecting the pre· 
ceding times, that soon after the Apostolic age the standing office of 
president of the presbytery must have been formed; which president, 
as having preeminently the oversight over all, was designated by the 
special name of 'E1ritr"01rot, and thus distinguished from the other pres
byters. Thus the name came at length to be applied exclusively to 
this presbyter, while the name presbyter continued at first to be common 
to all; for the bishops, as presiding presbyters, had no official character 
other than that of the presbyters generally. They were only Primi 
inter pares. l 

1 Many of the later fathers still have a 
right understanding of this process of the 
matter. Hilar. iu ep. 1. ad Timoth. c. 3: 
Omrus episcopus presbyter, non tamen om· 
nis presbyter episcopus; hie enim episco
pus est, qui inter presbyteros primus est. 
Jerome, (146, ad EvangeL) says that it had 
been the practice in the Alexandrian church, 
until the times of the bishops Hierocles and 
Dionysius, in the middle of the third cen
m.ry, for the presbyters to choose one of 
theIr own number as a president, and call 
him bishop. And so also there may be 
lOme foundation of truth in the account of 

Eutychius, though it may not be wholly 
true, and must be chronologically false. 
This person, who was patriarch of Alex· 
andria in the first half of the tenth ceutury, 
relates, that in the Alexandrian church, up 
to the time of the bishop Alexander, in the 
beginning of the fourth century, the follow· 
ing arrangement had existed: there WIlB a. 
college of twelve presbyters, one of whom 
presided over the rest as bishop, and these 
presbyters always chose their bIshop out of 
their own number, IUId the other eleveu or
dained him. 
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The aristocratic constitution 1rill ever find it easy, by various gradual 
()hanges, ro pass over to the monarchical; and circumstances where 
the need becomes felt of guidance by the energy and a.uthority of an 
individual, 'Will have an influence beyond all things else to bring about 
such a ch~ge. It may have been circumstances of this kind, which, 
nea.r the times dividing the first and second centuries, tended to give 
preponderance to a president of the council of elders, and to assign 
him his distinctive title, as the general overseer. Already, in the latter 
part of the age of St. Paul, we shall see many things different from 
what they had been originally; and 80 it cannot &ppear strange if other 
changes came to be introduced into the constitution of the communities, 
by the altered circumstances of the times immediately succeeding those 
of St. Paul or St. John. Then ensued those strongly marked oppo
aitiODS and schisms, those dangers with which the corruptions engen
dered by manifold foreign elements threatened primitive Christianity.1 
It was these dangers that had called the Apostle John to Asia Minor, 
and induced him to make this country the seat of his labors. Amidst 
circumstances so embarrassing, amidst conflicts 80 severe from within 
and from without-for then came forth the first edict of Trajan against 
the Christians-the authority of individual men, distinguished for piety, 
firmness and activity, would make itself particularly availing, and would 
be augmented by a necessity become generally apparent. Thus the 
predominant influence of individuals, who, as moderators over the col
lege of presbyters, were denominated bishops, might spring of itself 
out of the circumstances of the times in which the Christian communi
ties were multiplied, without any necessity of supposing an intentional 
remodelling of the earlier constitution of the church. In favor of this 
view is also the manner in which we find the names "presbyter" and 
"bishop" interchanged for each other until far into the second century. 
It may be, that as the labors of the Apostle John in Asia Minor had 
a great influence generally on the succeeding development of the church, 
such an influence proceeded also from the course he pursued in this ma~ 
ter, that he was induced by the circumstances of the times to entrust 
to certain individual presbyters in particular, who had made themselves 
worthy of his special confidence, the care of maintaining pure doctrine, 
of warding off those threatening d3.?gers, and of keeping an oversight 
over the whole life of the church amidst those scatterings of the chaff. 
The tradition current at the end of the second century, respecting 
individuals who had been placed at the head of communities by the 
Apostle John and ordained by him as bishops, may have been thence 
derived. This would be the truth lying at the bottom in this report, 
and there would be no necessity of inferring from this circumstance 
that an episcopate was designedly founded by this apostle.2 

1 These I have more fnlly unfolded in without any preconceived design, an evi· 
m{ History of the Planting, &C., Vol. II. dent purpose. As the tradition of Ignati-

There is no evidence to establish any 118' journey to Rome, where he was to be 
ncb supposition j for to indefinite traditions thrown to the wild heasts, appears to me,
the force of evidenl!e cannot be MCribed. for rta80ns already alleged, extremely lia
In the BO called epistlea of Ign&tiue, I per ble to 1118plcion i so his letters, which pre
ceive, beaidea that which took ita lhape lappose the fil'Utb of thIJ 8tol'1. inspire JIle 
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This relation of the bishops to the presbyters~ we may observe all 
&long to the end of the second century. It is hence that Irenreus 
sometimes uses the names " bishop" and "presbyter" as wholly synony
mous, and at others, distinguishes the bishops, as presiding officers, 
from the presbyters. l Tertullian also calls the presiding officers of the 
Christian communities' by the common name of Seniores, including 
under this title both bishops and presbyters; 2 though elsewhere in the 
writings of this father, the distinction between bishops and presbyters 
is already decidedly drawn. In many respects, Tertullian may be con
sidered as standing OUt the boundary line between an old and a new era. 
in the Christian church. 

The novel and violent conflicts, internal and external, which the 
church had to encounter in these and the next succeeding times, might 
contribute anew to foster the monarchical element in the constitution or 
the church. Yet as late as the third century, the presbyters still main
tained their own footing, as a college of counsellors, at the side of the 
bishops, and the latter could undertake nothing of importance without 
calling to their assistance the deliberative assembly of presbyters.3 

When Cyprian, bishop of the church in Carthage, was separated from 
his community by his flight from persecution, if he had business to 
transact relating to the interests of the church, he immediately commu
nicated it to his presbyters remaining behind in Carthage, and excused 
himself to them whenever he was obliged to decide any matter without 
their assistance. He declares it to be his invariable principle to do 
nothing on his own responsibility and without their advice.4 Alluding 
to the original relation of the bishops to the presbyters, he calls them his 
Oompresbyteros. Since then, in the constitution of the church, two 
elements met together, - the aristocratic and the monarchical, - it 
could not fail to be the case, that a conflict would ensue between them. 
The bishops considered themselves as invested with supreme power in 
the guidance of the church, and would maintain themselves in this 
authority. The presbyters would not eoncede to them this authority, 
and would seek to render themselves again more independent. These 
struggles between the presbyterial and episcopal systems belong among 
the most important phenomena eonnected with the process of the devel

with as little confidence in their authentici presbyters of the churches of ASIa Minor, 
ty. That a man with death immediately Irenreus reckons among them also the bish
before him, could have nothing to say more ops, in the view that these latter were no 
befitting than such things about obedienr.e more than presiding elders; in Mileto con· 
to the bishops, I cannot well conceive; at voeatis cpiseopis et presbytcris. The con
least when I transfer myself to the time fusion spread over the whole subject of the 
when these letters profess to have been writ succession of the first Romish bishops may 
ten. But even supposing the Apostle John doubtless be owing to the fltct, that these 
did institnte the order of bishops, for the names were originally not so distinguisbed, 
purpose of satisfying a necessity of the and hence several might bear at the same 
times, still it would by no means follow, time the titles of bishops or presbyters. 
that this was a form of church government, 2 Apologet. c. 39: Prresident probati qui
either necessary or beneficial for all times. que seniores. 

1 The two names are used synonymous 8 Presbyterium contrahere. 
ly, (I. IV. 26,) where the successio episco 4 A primordio episcopatus mei statui, 
patus is given to the prt!lbyuris. In L III. nihil sine consilio vestro mea privatim sen
14, he distinguishes them. In the narrative, tentia gerere. - Sicut honor mutuus poscit, 
Acts, 20: 17, where Paul sends for the iu commune tractabimns. Ep_ 5. 
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opment of church life in the third century. Many presbyters made a 
capricious use of their power, hurtful to good discipline and order 
in the communities. J)ivisions arose, of which we shall speak more par
ticularly hereafter; and out of these troubles, the authority of the 
bishops, closely united among themselves, came victorious over the pres
byters, who opposed them single handed. The energy and activity of a 
Cyprian contributed in no small measure to further this victory; but it 
would both be doing injustice to him, and changing the point of view 
from which the whole matter ought to be contemplated, if we should 
charge him with having labored from the beginning, on a systematic 
plan, to elevate the episcopal orde,r; as it is generally true, in matters 
of this sort, that it hardly lies within the compass of one individl1al to 
change the relations of a whole period after some scheme for his own 
aggrandizement. Cyprian acted, in this case, rather without being con
scious of any plan, in the spirit of a whole party and of a tendency be
longing to the entire church in his time. He acted as the representa
tive of the episcopal system, whose conflict with the presbyterian church 
policy had its ground and root in the general process of the develop
ment of the church. The contentions of the presbyterian parties with 
one another might certainly have proved injurious to discipline and 
good order in the churches; the triumph of the episcopal system un
doubtedly promoted their unity, order and tranquillity; but on the other 
hand, it was unfriendly to the free development of church life, and 
served, not a little, to encourage the formation of a priesthood, foreign 
to the essence of the New Testament development of the kingdom of 
God; while on the other hand, a revolution of sentiment for which the 
way had already been prepared, an altered view of the idea of the 
priesthood, had no small influence on the development of the episcopal 
system. Thus does this change of the original constitution of the 
Christian communities stand intimately connected with another and 
still more radical change, - the formation of a sacerdotal caste in the 
Christian church. Without doubt, many changes in church relations 
might flow of themselves out of the historical course of development, 
without witnessing of any such revolution in the general apprehension 
of Christians, or being at all connected with it. Succeeding the time 
of the first Christian inspiration, of that effusion of the Spirit which 
made all differences ofcultivation retreat more into the back-ground, 
came a time when the human element assumed more importance in re
lation to the progressive movement of the church. Differences in the 
degree of cultivation and of Christian knowledge became more strongly 
marked; and it might hence happen, that the guidance of church affairs 
was surrendcred more and more to the above mentioned church senate 
and the edification of the church by the word more and more confined 
to those who made themselves preeminent as teachers. But besides 
what can:e ?f itself in the natural course of historical progress, there 
ent~red m .Imperceptibly another idea alien to the Christian principle; 
a;n Idea whICh could not fail to bring about a revolution of views, des
tined to last for ages, and ever to unfold itself in a wider circle from 
the germ which had once been implanted. 

VOL. I. 17 
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Christianity had sprung to freedom and self-subsistence out of tht 
envelope of Judaism, - had stripped off the forms in which it was first 
enwrapt, and within. which the new spirit lay at first concealed, until by 
its own inherent power it burst its way through them. This evolution 
belonged more particularly to the Pauline position, from which pro
ceeded the form of the church in the pagan world. This principle had 
triumphantly pushed its way through, in the conflict with the Jewish 
elements which opposed themselves to that free development of Chri. 
tianity. In the communities of pagan Christians, the new creation 
stood forth completely unfolded; but the Jewish principle, which had 
been vanquished, pressed in once more from another quarter. Human
ity was as yet incapable of maintaining itself at that lofty position of pure 
spiritual religion. The Jewish position descended nearer to the mass, 
which needed first to be trained in order to the apprehension of pure 
Christianity, - needed to be disaccustomed from paganism. Out of 
Christianity, now become independent, a principle once more sprang 
forth, akin to the Old Testament position, - a new making Qutlvard of 
the kingdom of God, a new law discipline, destined to serve one day 
for the training of rude nations, a new tutorship for the spirit of human
ity until it should arrive at the maturity of the manly age in Christ. 
This retrogression of the Christian spirit to a form nearly related to the 
Old Testament position, could not fail, after the fruitful principle had 
once made its appearance, to unfold itself more and more, bringing to 
light, one after another, all the consequences which it involved; but a 
reaction of the Christian consciousness, striving after freedom, began 
also, which was ever bursting forth anew in an endless variety of ap
pearances, until it reached its triumph at the Reformation. 

While the great principle of the New Testament is the unfolding of 
the kingdom of God from within, from the union with Christ, brought 
about after the like immediate manner in all, by faith; the readmission 
of the Old Testament position, in making the kingdom of God outward, 
went on the assumption that an outward mediation was nece88ary in 
order to the spread of this kingdom in the world. Such a mediation 
was to form for the Christian church a priesthood fashioned after the 
model of that of the Old Testament. The universal priestly character, 
grounded in that common and immediate relation of all to Christ as the 
source of the divine life, was repressed, the idea interposing itself of lit 

particular, mediatory priesthood attached to a distinct order. This 
recasting of the Christian spirit in the Old Testament form did not take 
place, it is true, every where uniformly alike. Where some Jewish 
element chiefly predominated, it might very easily grow up out of 
this; 1 where the Pauline element among the pagan Christians had un

1 Thus in the Jewish-Christian apocry- 1. V. c. 24,) the Apostle John is denomina
phal writing, called the Testament of the ted lepevr Til 1r£raAov 1rerpofJ1l~wr, lIS stand
twelve Patriarchs, (in the Testament III. ing at the head of the government of the 
of Lev~ c. 8,) it is promised of the Messi- church in Asia MinOT, may indeed be doub\
ah, that he should founn. a new priesthood ed. The phrase might also be used simply 
among the pagan nations; 1ro'~(m leparei- to designate the highest position of the 
av veav dr 1ruvra Til, MvtJ. Whether in spiritual priesthood in the witnessing of the 
the letter of Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, faith. (See Testament. Levi, c. 8: freTa
a contemporary of Irenreus, (cited in Euseb. AOv rii~ 1riarewr.) 



FORMATION or A SACERDOTAL CASTE. 195 

folded itself in opposition to the Jewish, still the Christian spirit, grown 
up to indepen.dence, but no~ bei~g ab!e ~ mai~ta~ itself. at this lofty 
position, by virtue of a relatIonshlp sprmgmg up m Itself wIth the J:w
ish position, passed over again to the Jewish. Of such a change which 
had now taken place in the Christian mode of thinking, we have a witness 
as early as Tertuilian, when he calls the bishop suromus sacerdos,1 a 
title certainly not invented by him, but which had been adopted from a 
prevailing mode both of speaking and thinking, in a certain portion at 
least, of the church. This title presupposes that men had begun already 
to compare the presbyters with the priests; the deacons, or the spiritual 
class generally, with the Levites. And so it becomef! manifest, how the 
false comparison of the Christian priesthood with the Jewish must tend 
once more to advance the elevation of the episcopacy over the presby
terial office. In general, the more men fell back from the evangelical 
to the Jewish point of view, the more must the original, free constitu
tion of the communities, grounded in those original Christian views, 
become also changed. We find Cyprian already completely imbued 
with the notions which sprang out of this confounding together of the 
different points of view of the Old and New Testaments. 

In the names by which at first those who administered church offices 
were distinguished from the rest of the community, no trace of this 
confusion might as yet be found. The Latin expression," ordo," de
noted simply the guiding senate of the Christian people, (plebs.) See 
above. Into the Greek words KAi;por. KAlIptiwi. men had introduced, it is 
true, already in the time of Cyprian, the unevangelical sense of per
sons preeminently consecrated to God, like the Levites of the Old Tes
tament, men employed on the affairs of religion to the exclusion of all 
earthly concerns, and who did not gain their living, like others, by 
worldly employments, but for the very reason that, for the good of 
others, they lived only in intercourse with God, were supported by the 
rest, just as the Levites, when the lands were apportioned, received no 
particular allotment, but were to have God alone for their inheritance, 
and to receive tithes from the rest for the administration of the public 
functions of religion, 0; eia<v 6 KA"po~ Tof> thoii, or l", 6 KAi;po~ b ~eor ean. See 
Deuteronom. c. 18. This notion of a peculiar people of God, (a KAi;por 
..of> ~eoli,) applied distinctively to a particular order of men among the 
Christians, is now, we must admit, in this sense, something wholly for
eign to the original Christian consciousness; for according to this, all 
Christians should be a people consecrated to God, a I(AijpO~ Toli ~EOiJ, and 
all the employments of their earthly calling should in like manner be 
s:a~ctified by. the temper in ~hich they are discharged. Their whole 
h~ng and domg~-pOI~~d WIth o~e reference ~ Christ, the great High 
Pnest of humaruty, striking root m the conSCIOusness of redemption 
ILlld bearing witness of itB effects, - should hence become a consecrated 
thank-offering, and a spiritual worship, (a MYII(1) AaTpda.) This was the 
original, evangelical idea. It may be questioned, however whether 
that other notion, SO much at variance with the primitive Chri;tian idea, 

1 De baptismo, Co 17. 
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Wag from the first actually associated with the appellation "'-11pucot. a8 
applied to the clergy. If we trace along the history of its usage it 
becomes much more probable, that this sense was brought into the w~rd 
at some later period, when a change had taken place in the Christian 
mode of thinking, and the original sense was forgotten. The word IC')Ji~ 
signified originally the place which had been allotted to each one in the 
community by God's providence, or the choice of the people directed 
?y that providence; hence the church officers were particularly denom.' 
mated KAljpot, and the persons chosen to them, KA7}ptKo[,l 

But although the idea of the priesthood, in the purely evangelical 
sense, grew continually more obscure and was thrust farther into the 
back-ground, in proportion as that unevangelical IJoint of view became 
predominant, yet it was too deeply rooted in the very essence of Chris
tianity to be totally suppressed. In the boundary epoch of Tertullian, 
we still find many very significant proofs that ,there was a reaction of 
the primitive Christian consciousness of the universal priesthood and 
the common rights grounded therein, against the arrogated power of 
that particular priesthood, which had recently begun to form itself on 
the model of the Old Testament. 'Tertullian, in his work on Baptism, 
written before he went over to Montanism, distinguishes with reference 
to this matter divine right and human order. " In itself considered," 
he says, " the laity also have the right to administer the sacraments 
and to teach in the community. The word of God and the sacraments 
were by the grace of God commnnicated to all, and may therefore be 
communicated by all Ohristians as instruments of the divine grace. 
But the question here relates not barely to what is permitted in general, 
but also to what is expedient under existing circumstances. We may 
here use the words of St. Paul, 'all things are lawful for me, but all 
things are not expedient.' If we look at the order necessary to be 
maintained in the church, the laity are therefore to exercise their 
priestly right of administering the sacraments, only when the time and 
circumstances require it." 2 

Sometimes, in their conflict with the clergy, the laity made good their 
original priestly rights, as we learn from those words of Tertullian the 
.J.lfontanist, where in a certain case he requires the laity, if they would 
have the same rights with the clergy, to bind themselves to the same 

1 Thus it is made clear, how the morc rc
stricted notion of casting lots in these words 
might be IORt, though elsewhere the «pxa, 
KA.1/p{,)Tai are opposed to the upxa1r xetpo
ToV~rat" So at first, in Acts, 1: 17 : KAlj
por Tnr Otal<oviar; in Irenreus III. 3: KA11
povrn'Jat rTtV l1rt<7K01T~V, Clemens Alex. 
q.uis dives salv, c' 42, employs KAi!po, and 
KI.11poiJv with reciprocal reference to each 
t!lther. Igna!. ep, Erhes. c. ll: KAljpor 'EII>e
<71{,)v, by whic'h he understands the collec
nve body of Christians in that place. It is 
true, the Old Testament relations could be 
found applied to the Christian church in a 
writer as early as Clemens of Rome, (c. 
40;) but assuredly this epistle, as well as 

that of Ignntius, although not to such a 
degree, had suffered interpolation from 8 
hierarchical interest. In other passages of 
the same epistle, we meet, on the contrary, 
with the freer spirit of the original presby
terial constitution of the church. How 
simply, without auy mixture of hierarchical 
display, is the appointment of bishops ?T 
presbyters. and of deacons, spoken of JU' 
the 42d chapter! A disciple of the Apos
tle Paul, moreover, is the last person whom 
we should expect to find thus confounding 
together the points of view peculiar to tho 
Old and to the New Testaments. 

2 De baptismo, c. 17. 
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..tiee; u.d where in a S&1'O&8tic t&ne he says to them: 1 "When we 
enJt and in1Ia.te ourselveB against the clergy, then we are all one, we 
are all priests, since he has made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father." Rev. 1 : 6. 

Although the office of teaching in the church assemblies was confined 
more and more to the bishops a.nd presbyters, yet we still find many 
traces of that original equality of the spiritual right among all Chris
tians. Towards the middle of the third century, two bishops in Pales
tine did not hesitate to allow the learned Origen, although he had as 
yet -received no ordination, to expound the scriptures before their pe(}
pIe; and when reproved by Demetrius, bishop of Alexandria, who was 
strongly inclined to hierarchy, they appealed in their defence to the 
practice of many bishops of the East who invited competent laymen 
even to preach the word.2 In the pretended Apostolic Constitutions 
themselves, a .work otherwise well tinged with the hierarchical spirit, 
a.nd compiled, indeed, out of a mass of heterogeneous elements, there 
is yet an ordinance under the name of the Apostle Paul to the following 
eiFect,lj "If any man, tlwugh a layman, is s1dlful in expounding ant!
tritt8, and of venerable manners, he may be allowed to teack, for till 
wuld be taught of God." 

In the early times, those who took upon them church offices in the 
communities, continued, in all probability, to exercise their former 
trades and occupations, supporting themselves and their families in the 
same manner as before. The communities, composed for the most part 
of poor members, were scarcely in a condition to provide for their 
pre'abyters and deacons, especially as they had from the first to meet 
110 many other expenses, in supporting helpless widows, the poor, the 
!!lick, and the orphans. It might indeed be, that the presbyters be
longed to the richer class in the communities, and this without doubt 
must have been the case quite often, since their office required, besides 
other qua.lifications, a certain worldly education, such as would more 
likely be found in the higher or middle than in the lower class of the 
people. When it is required of the presbyters, or bishops, (l Timothy, 
3: 2,) that they should be patterns to other Christians of hospitality also, 
they must have belonged to the better class, of whom the number was 
small in the first communities, - and how could such persons be induced 
to support themselves on the scanty earnings of the poor! The Apostle 
Paul does, indeed; declare the travelling preachers of the gospel to be 
warranted to expect, that those for whose spiritual necessities they 
labored would provide for their bodily wants; but it cannot be hence 
interred that the case was the same with those who held church 'offices 
in distinct communitiea. It would be difficult for the former to unite 
the la.bors necessary for their own maintenance with the duties of their 
spiritual calling, although the self-denial of a Paul could make this also 
possible. The latter, on the other hand, might at the beginning very 
eaaily unite the prosecution of their labors for a maintenaI\,ce with the 
discharge of their official functions in the church, and the simple way 

1De mODogamia, c. 12. I E1l8eb.l. VL c. 19. • L. VllL Co 82. 
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of thinking among primitive Christians would find nothing repulsive m 
such a union; convinced as they were, that every earthly employmeat 
could and should be sanctified by the temper with whiclr it was pur
sued, and knowing that even an apostle had prosecuted a worldly caJI
ing in connection with the preaching of the gospel. But when the 
communities grew larger, and the duties connected with church offices 
became multiplied; when especially the office of teaching came to be 
confined chiefly to the presbyters; when the calling of the spiritual 
class, if rightly discharged, required all their time and activity, it was 
often no longer possible for them to provide, at the same time, for their 
own support; -and besides, the wealthier communities were now in a 
condition to maintain them. Of the common fund which was raised 
from the voluntary contributions of each member of the community, at 
each service on the Lord's day, or, as in the North African church, on 
every first Sunday of the month,I a part was appropriateq for the main
tenance of the clergy. It was now attempted from design, to separate 
the clergy entirely from all worldly employments; and in the third· 
century, they were' already strictly forbidden to undertake any such 
business, even a wardship.2 Without doubt, this ordinance might have 
a very good reason, and a very salutary end, namely,' to prevent the 
clergy from forgetting their spiritual calling in the business of the 
world. We see from Cyprian'S book de Lapsis,3 how extensively even 
then, during long periods of tranquillity, the spirit of the world had 
found its way among the bishops, who, immersed in secular business, 
neglected their spiritual concerns and the interests of their communi
ties. But there wa.'l assuredly some other cause also which operated 
to bring about a change of views whereby the administration of a 
church office came to be regarded as something which could not possi
bly be united with worldly employments, and the clergy deemed them
selves bound to keep aloof from them. 

When the idea of the universal Christian priesthood retired to the 
back-ground, that of the priestly consecration which all Christians 
should make of their entire life, went along with it. As men had dis
tinguished, in a way contradictory to thc original Christian consciousness, 
a particular priesthood from the universal and ordinary calling of all 
Christians; so now they set over against each other a spiritual and a 
secular province of life and action; notwithstanding Christ had raised 
the entire earthly life to the dignity of a spiritual life. And from this 
view of the matter, it was deemed necessary to forbid the priestly, 

1 The divisiones mensurre, as salaries non discedant, nee circumenntes provincia! 
for. the dergy in this church, answer to the qurestuosas nundinas sectcntur. Y et ev~n 
monthly collections. here it is still supposed that they may m 

2 Cyprian. cp. 66, to the community at many cases be obliged so to do, "ad victum 
Fumre. sibi cOllquirendum," where, perhaps, though 

8 Also from the Instructiones of his ('on they had a salary, they yet received no pay 
temporary, Commodianus, c. 69: Redditur in money. But in these cases they were to 
in culpa pilAtoI' sreculal'ia servans, (who conduct their business by the agency of a 
gives himself up to secnlar business;) nnd son, a freed man, or some person hired for 
from Can. 18 of the coullcil of Elvim, (I1- the purpose, and never beyond the bounds 
Iiberis,) in the ycltr 305: Episcopi, prcsby of their own province. 
teri et diac.oni de locis suis negotiandi causa 
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consecrated clergy, all contact with the world and the things of the 
world. Thus we have here the germ out of which sprang at length 
the whole medieval priesthood and the laws of celibacy. But by this 
outward holding at a distance of secular things, the worldly sense could 
not be charmed away from the clergy, nor the sense for divine things 
awakened in them. This external renunciation of the world might be 
the means of introducing into the heart a spiritual pride, hiding the 
worldly sense under this mask. Cyprian quotes 2 Timoth. 2: 14, as 
warranting the prohibition given in the above mentioned letter.l But 
he could not remain ignorant of what, at this particular time, when the 
universal Christian calling was commonly regarded as a militia Christi, 
must have immediately suggested itself to every one, that these words 
applied to all Christians, who, as soldiers of Christ, were bound to per
form their duty faithfully, and to guard against every foreign and 
worldly thing.which might hinder them in their warfare. Acknowledg
ing and presupposing this himself, he concludes, " Since this is said of 
all Christians, how much more should they keep themselves clear of 
being involved in worldly matters, who, engrossed with divine and spirit
ual things, ought never to turn aside from the church, nor have time 
for earthly and secular employments." The clergy, then, were, in fol
lowing that apostolic rule, only to shine forth as patterns for all others, 
by avoiding what was foreign to their vocation, what might turn them 
from the faithful discharge of it. But still that false opposition' be
tween the worldly and the spiritual, which we have before described, 
found here also a point of attachment. 

In respect to the election to church offices, the ancient principle was 
still adhered to, that the consent of the community was necessary to the 
validity of every such election, and each one was at liberty to offer 
reasons against it. The emperor Alexander Scverus was aware of this 
regulation in the Christian church, and referred to it when he was 
wishing to introduce a similar practice in the appointment to civil 
offices in the provinces.2 When the bishop Cyprian of Carthage, while 
separated from his community by the persecution, proceeded to nomi
nate to church offices, individuals about his person, who had distin
guished themselves in the trials of the time, he excused this arbitrary 
procedure, to which necessity compelled him, both to the laity and to 
the clergy, writing to them as follows: 8 " We are used to call you to
gether for counsel whenever any are to be consecrated to sacred offices, 
and to weigh the character and claims of each candidate in common 
deliberation/' 

The same principle was also observed in the appointment to the 
epi~copa.l office. It was in the third century a prevailing custom, 
whICh Cyprian therefore derived from apostolic tr~dition, for the bishops 

1 Ep. 66. fortun&! hominum committerentur et capita. 
t H,l. I.amprid. vito C. 45: Grave esse, From which language it is also apparent, 

eum id Christiani et Judrei, (a customary bow far the man who 80 expressed himself, 
filnn then of choosing presidin¥ officers was from doing homage to the Christian 
even among the Jews.) farerent In prllldi church. 
candis sa.ccrdotibus, qUI ordinandi sunt, non 8 Ep. 33. 
fieri in provinciarum rectoribus, quibul et 
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of the province, in connection with the clergy, to proeeed to fill the 
vacant church in the presence of the community, who were witnesses 
of the conduct of each individual on whom the choice might fall, anIl 
could therefore give the safest tes~imony of his character. Cyprian 
conceded to the community the right of choosing worthy bishops, or of 
rejecting unworthy ones.! This conceded right of approving or reject
ing, was not a mere formality. Sometimes it happened, that before the 
usual arrangements for an election could be made, a bishop was pro. 
claimed by the voice of the community. Thus there might possibly be 
a difference between the will of the community and that of the majority 
of the clergy, - the source of many divisions. 

In other concerns of the ~ommunity also, the participation of the 
laity was not yet wholly excluded. Cyprian declared that it had been 
his resolution: from the commencement of his episcopal administration, 
to do nothing without the consent of the community.2 .An affair of 
this kind which belonged to the general interests of the community, 
was the restoration to the fellowship of the church of a fallen brother; 
and the examination connected with this proceeding was to be conducted 
with the assistance of the whole community of Christians; for in Cy
pri:1Il'S judgment, this respect was due to the faith of those who had 
stood firm through the trials of perseeution.3 Besides, there were 
individuals, not belonging to the clerical order, who still, on account of 
the respect which they personally enjoyed, had obtained an influence 
over the management of church affairs, which even the clergy found it 
difficult to oppose. Such were those heroes of the faith, the confessors, 
who in the face of tortures and death, or under the actual suffering of 
torture, had laid down their testimony before pagan magistrates. We 
shall hereafter, in speaking of the schisms of the church, have occasion 
to consider more particularly the extent of their influence. 

The third, less important change in the constitution of the church 
related to the multiplication of church offices. This was in part reno 
dered necessary by the growth of the communities, and the accumula
tion of business on the hands of the deacons, from whose office many 
things had to be taken away; in part, new matters of business in the 
churches of large capital towns, required new offices for their proper 
discharge; in part, the new notions respecting the dignity of the 
clerus, led men to believe that what had hitherto been regarded as the 
free gift of the Spirit to all or to individual Christians, must be confined 
to a particular office in the service of the church. It is clear from 
what has been said, that none of these changes, which were conditioned 
partly by local circumstances, should be considered universal ones. 
The new church offices were as follows: after the deacons, followed the 

1 Cyprian, in the name of a synod, to deligatur plebe prresente, qUill sin~lorum 
the communities at Lyons and Astorga, ep. vitam plenissime novit et uniuscuJusqne 
68: Apostolica observatione servandum est, aeturn de ejus conversatione perspexit. 

quod apud nos quoque et fere per provin· 2 Nihil sine consensu plebis gerere. Ep.5. 

cias universas tenetur, ut ad ordinationes 8 Prresente etiam stautium plebe, quibWi 

rite celebrandas, ad earn plebem, cui prrepo· et ipsis pro fide et timore suo honor haOOD

situs ordinatur, episcopi ejusdem provincire dUB est. Ep. 13. 

proximi quique conveniant, et episcopus 
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sulHieaoons, collateral officers to the former in administering the out. 
ward concerns of the church; then, the lectores ("'vuyvt.)ITraL,) who read 
the scriptures before the assembled community, and also had the care 
of the biblical manuscripts used on these occasions, -a duty performed 
at first, probably, by the presbyters themselves, or by the deacons, as 
in later times the reading of the scriptures, particularly the gospels, 
still continued to be left to the deacons in many churches; - next, the 
acolytes (&K6A~(u, acolj1.hi) who, as the name indicates, waited on 
the bishops while discharging their official functions; the exorcistre, 
who made prayer over those who were supposed to be possessed of 
evil spirits, (the energumeni;) finally, the iWpwpol, 'If'V/,,(,)pol, ostiarii, whose 
business it was to attend to such outward matters as the cleanliness 
and good order, the opening and closing, of the places of public worship. 

The office of church reader is, perhaps, the oldest among these. It 
is mentioned as early as the second century by Tertullian.1 The others 
are noticed collectively not till about the middle of the third century, 
and indeed the whole of them for the first time, in a letter of the Roman 
bishop Cornelius, cited by Euscbius.2 The office of acolyte had its 
origin most probably in the hierarchical assumptions of the Roman 
church. It did not find its way into the Greek church. The Greek 
name of the office is not inconsistent with this view of its origin; for 
the Greek language was in frequent use at Rome, and many of the Ro
man bishops were of Grecian extraction. As regards the office of exor
cist, the end to be accomplished by it had, originally, been considered 
a work of the Holy Spirit confined to no outward institution, - whether 
it was supposed that any Christian might be employed as the instru
ment, who called on the name of Christ with believing confidence in him 
&8 having overcome the power of evil, or whether it was regarded as a 
spiritual gift peculiar to individuals. Now, the free working of the 
Spirit was to be confined to a formal, mechanical process. The spirit 
of the ancient church, preserved for a longer time in the East,3 was 
rightly expressed, on the other hand, by the Apostolic constitutions; 
" An exorcist cannot be chosen, for it is the gift of free grace." 4 

We now leave the general constitution of the communities, and pro
ceed to the forms of union by which the individual communities were 
bound together. 

FQN'I1,8 of union by which the individual communitie8 were bound 
together. 

With the inner fellowship, Christianity produced among its professors 
from the first a living outward union, whereby the distantly separated 

1 Prll!script. hlllret. c. 41. that exercises it, in Matth. T. XIII. § 7: 
I L. VI. c. 43. E17roTe tleot lI'Epl ~Fpall'dav ciITXOAel~aL 
• In the letter of Finnilianus, bishop of *fliir rOLovrov rt lI'ElI'Ovl%rOr rwor, fl~ opICi

Csarea in Cappadocia, (Cyprian. ep. 75,) 'WflEV, fl71tJe tll't~rWflElI, f'71tJe ').aAWI'£lI t:J, 
mention is made of the church exorcists. "'/CovovrL riiJ ci"a~upr'IJ 1rVEvparL, "'AAu ITXO
But Ori!!:en describes this Bort of inflnence AU'OlJrer 1I'porevxiJ /Cal V71ITTei(Z, tll'lTVXW/lt" 
.. something that W8.I! not confined to any lI'porevx61'tvOL '/rEpl roii '/rtll'Opl'foTOr.
detenninate offlce, but wholly free. He 'L. VIII. c. 26: Of! XelpOTovEirat, tvvoi
considers the influence as a thiD~ depend /If rap bcoVlTi01l ro' bra~Aov, /Cal XUpLroC
ing on the subjective piety of the mdivldual </leo(} 1M XptITToii. 

http:acolj1.hi


202 CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH. 

were brought near to each other. This union must be realized in a 
determinate form, which latter was conditioned by the existing forme 
of social life under which Christianity first unfolded itself in the Roman 
empire. A system of fraternal equality in the relations of the commu
nities to ea,ch other, would, independent of these determinate circum
stances, have answered best to the spirit of Christianity, and been moat 
promotive of its free, uncorrupted manifestation. But those circum
stances soon gave rise to a system of subordination in the mutual rela
tion of the communities to each other. This system, as well ag every 
other social form which had sprung out of the historical development 
of the race and contained nothing sinful, Christianity could appropriate 
to itself. Yet, since this relation was not sufficiently interpenetrated 
with the free and free-making spirit of the gospel, it operated, by its 
undue preponderance, to check and interrupt the development of Chris
tian doctrine and of church life. 

We have observed already, that in many districts, Christianity very 
early made progress in the open country. Now wherever this was the 
case, and the Christians in a village or country town were in sufficient 
numbers to form a separate community, it was the most natural course 
for these to choose at once their own presiding officers, presbyterS or 
bishops, who were quite as independent as the presiding officers of the 
city churches. In these first centuries themselves, it is· indeed impos
sible, from the want of authentic records of so early a period, to point 
out any particular example of this kind; but in the fourth century we 
find, in many districts of the East, country bishops, as they are called, 
( x"'pe"lrttr/«J"lrOVf, ) who, beyond doubt, might trace back their origin to the 
oldest times; for in the later period, when the ehurch system of subor
dination had become established, and the country churches were now 
accustomed to receive their presiding officers from the city, it is certain 
that no such relation could have arisen,. on the contrary, the country 
bishops, wherever they yet existed, must have entered into a struggle 
with those of the city, for the preservation of their independence. But 
the more common case, as we have likewise already remarked, was for 
Christianity to be diffused from the city into the country; and while 
the Christians in the immediate neighborhood of the cities were still few 
in number, they would most natura.lly repair on the Lord's day to the 
city to join in public worship with the assemblies there convened. But 
in process of time, when their number was so increased as to enable 
them to form a. community of their own, they applied to the bishop of 
the city church with which they had been connected, to set over the.m 
a presbyter, who consequently remained ever after subordinate to the 
city bishop. Thus arose the first greater church union between city 
and country communities, which together formed one whole.] In the 
larger cities it might now have become necessary also to separate the 
city communities themselves into several divisions; as in Rome, where, 
according to the report of the Roman bishop Cornelius, already referred 

1 The presbyters of whom Cyprian, at invenientur in civitatibus suis, were such 
his exammation before the proconsul, said, presiding officers of country communities. 
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to, there were in his tboo' six and forty presbyters; though the state. 
ment of Optatus of Mileve, tha.t, Rome contained, in the beginning of 
the fourth century, more than forty churches, is an exaggeration. Yet 
in this case, distinct and subordinate filial communities were not always 
formed by the side of the one episcopal Head and Mother church; but 
more often, the community remained united as a whole; and only on 
Sunda.ys and feast days, when Q1I6 church was insufficient to accommo
date all the members, they were divided into several churches, where 
the different presbyters, according to a certain rotation, conducted the 
public worship. But it must be admitted, that with regard to the early 
shaping of these incipient relations, nothing can be decided with cer
tainty, and in default of immediate information on the subject, we can 
only infer respecting the past from what we find to have been the case 
in the succeeding times. 

Again, as Christianity was diffused, for the most part, from the cities 
into the country, so, as a general thing, it spread from the principal 
cities (f'rrrpcnr6M:1r) to the other provincial towns. Now as these latter 
were politically subordinate to the former, a close bond of union and 
8Ilbordinate relation were gradually formed between the communities 
of the provincial towns and those of the principal city or metropolis. 
The churches of a province constituted a whole, at the head of which 
stood the church of the metropolis. The bishop of this became in rela
tion to the other bishops of the province, Primus inter pares. Yet 
owing to local causes, this relation did not every where unfold itself in 
the same way, and in this period was limited, for the most part, to the 
East. 

A like relation to that between these metropolitan cities and the pro
lincial towns, existed between the capitals of the larger divisions of the 
Roman empire, - as seats of government, channels of commerce and 
of all intercourse, - and the latter. It was from such larger capitals, 
Christianity was diffused through entire sections of the vast empire; it 
was here the a.postles themselves had founded churches, appointed over 
them their presiding officers, and orally preached the gospel; and to 
the churches here established they had written their epistles. Hence, 
these churches, which went under the name of ecclesire, sedes apostoli
CIe, matrices ecclesire, were held in peculiar veneration. When a con
troversy arose with regard to any regulation or doctrine of the church, 
it was t~e first inquiry, how is the matter regarded in these communi
ties, where the principles taught on the spot by the apostles them
selves, have been faithfully preserved from one generation to another? 
Such ecclesire apostolicre were especially Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, 
Ephesus, Corinth . 
. ~ut a~ this, which. hel.d good of ~ll the churches in the great capital 

CIties, mIght be applied m a preemment sense to the church of Rome, 
~ great capital of the world. The legend thab Peter, as well as Paul, 
died M a mart~ .at Rome, is not raised, it is true, beyond all doubt; 
but 8Muredly It 111 older than the effort to glorify the Roman church 
tmough the primacy of the Apostle Peter, its founder. From many 
other causes; from the eagemeBS to confute the Jews and Gnostics, who 

http:Sunda.ys
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endeavored to make out a difference between these two great apostles 
by showing that they were united even to a common martyrdom in th~ 
capital of the world; from the stories of the contest between St. Peter 
and Simon Magus, the origin of such a legend would admit of being 
more easily explained. But these reasons surely are not sufficient ro 
warrant us in absolutely denying its truth, when so high antiquity 
speaks in favor of it; and many difficulties which present themselves 
in relation to the concatenation of events, may have their ground in our 
defective historical information.! At all events, the universally diffused 
belief, that these two great apostles had taught in the Roman church, 
and honored it by their martyrdom, contributed to promote its author· 
ity. From Rome, the larger portion of the West had received the gos
pel; from Rome, the common interests of Christianity, through. the 
whole extent of.he Roman empire, could best be advanced. The Ro. 
man bishops, heads of the wealthiest community, were early distin
guished and known in the most distant lands, for their liberal benefac· 
tions to the Christian brethren; 2 and a common interest bound all the 
communities of the Roman empire to the church of the great capital. 
In Rome was the ecclesia apostolic a to which the largest portion of the 
West could appeal as to their common mother. In general, whatever 
transpired in this" apostolic church" could not fail to be well known ro 
all ; for here Christians were continually pouring in from all quarters of 
the world. So Irenreus, who wrote in Gaul, appeals, - as he docs 
also occasionally to other apostolic churches, - in one passage particu. 
larly to the ecclesia apostolica in Rome, as the greatest, the oldest, 
(which must be doubted,) the universally known, the church founded 
by the two most illustrious apostles, where Christians congregate from· 
the communities of the whole world, and could not fail to learn the doc
trine taught by the Apostles.3 

1 Compo the new inquiry into this matter 
in the 3d edition of my History of the 
Planting, &c., p. 516, et seq. 

2 Euseb. 1. IV. C. 23. 
8 L. III. C. 3. According to the ancient 

Latin translation, the original Greek text 
being unfortunately lost: "Ad hanc eccle
siam, propter potiorcm principalitatem, ne· 
cesse est omnem convenire ecclesiam, hoc 
est, cos qui sunt undique fideles, in qua 
semper ab his, qui sunt undique, conservata 
cst ca, qUal est ab apostolis traditio." If 
the word convenire is taken in the intellect
ual sense, - all churchcs must 0ilree with the 
Roman church, as the one having preemi
nence over the rest,-we have a meaning 
which is by no means perfectly natural, and 
which scarcely in the Icast dcgrec coincides 
with the eircle of ideas elsewhere exhihited 
in Irenreus. What would be meant by say
ing, the communities of the whole world 
have preserved in the Roman church the 
apostolic tradition 1 It would be under
stood onlv in some such way as this; that 
the Homan church was the central and repre
sentative point of all the Christian churches; 

as if, - what was said in later times, - the 
whole church was contained virtualiter in the 
Roman; an idea of which not the least 
trace is to he found in Irenreas, and a mode 
of expression foreign to this whole pel'io~. 
If the passage is really to be understood ID 
this way, we could not avoid the suspicion, 
that hcre was onc of the interpolations, of 
which so many indications are to be. o~
served in this writcr. Bll t although It IS 
impossible to decide with perfect .certainty 
as to the right interpretation of these words, 
because wc have not the original Greek, 
yet there are other wars of explaining them, 
which agree more completely with Ir~n~us' 
mode of thinking as elsewhere exhibIted, 
and with the connection in this place. In 
the first place, I must state that I cannot 
approve of the interpretation prop?sed by 
the Liccnciate Thiers"h in the Sludlcn und 
Kritiken, J. 1842, 2tes Heft, S. 527, by 
which, we may admit, all difficultie.s v.:~uld 
be removed. According to that expOSitIon, 
the phrase "in qua," "tv 1)," should refer, 
not to the more remote subject, "hane ee· 
clesiam," but to that which stands nearer, 
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Moreover, by mea.ns of letters, and Christian brethren who were 
travelling, It. mu~al correspondence ~as maintained b~t,,:een the most 
distant churches ill the Roman empIre. When a ChrIstIan entered a 
foreign city, his first inquiry was for the church; and here he was 
received as a brother, and supplied with whatever could contribute to 
his spiritual and to his bodily refreshment. But as deceivers, inform
ers, false teachers seeking only to gain more followers for their peculiar 
opinions, abused the confidence and charity of the Christians, it became 
necessary to adopt precautionary measures to prevent the manifold evils 
which might in this way arise. The regulation was therefore adopted, 
that in foreign churches those travelling Christians only should be 
received as Christian brethren, who could produce a certificate from 
the bishop of the community to which they belonged. These church 
letters, ~ which were as tessarre hospitales, whereby Christians from 
every quarter of the world stood in fraternal union with each other,
received the name of epistolre or Iiterre formatre; ( ypapllara TeTV'lrWlleva,) 

because, to guard against counterfeits, they were drawn up after a cer
tain form; (forma, TV'lrO~ ;)1 and also "epistolre communicatorire," 

.. omnem ecclesiam," as determining this 
antecedent, - every church in which the 
doctrine has been preserved pure, as the 
Author himself. explains: "Dummodo ne 
in ea per hrereticos ipsos traditionis puritas 
inquinata sit, sive, ut Irenrei verbis utar, 
dnmmodo iu ea a fidelibus cujusvis sint loci 
pure conservata sit tradita ab Apostolis ve
rilas." But this exposition seems t.o me 
attended with an insurmountable difficulty 
already, in the interposed sentence, "hoc est 
eos," etc. If Irenreus intended any such 
determination of ecclesi&, he would certain
ly have affixed it immcdintcly to the word 
ecclesiam. And after all, it is most nntnral 
to refer the relative to the Roman church 
as the principal subject. But now the ques
tion arises, to wbat Greek word does the 
term U convenire" correspond; whether to 
avp.{3aivEtv, as Dr. Gieseler, and agreeing 
with him, Dr. Nitzsch, in his leIter to Del
briick and Licenciate Thiersch, in the trea
tise above rited, suppose, or to uvvrpxerro'Jat. 
If the lattcr is the word, by coming must be 
understood a coming to that place in per
son, and the passage would have to be ex
plained thus: On account of the rank 
which this church maintains as the ecclesia 
nrbis, all churches, that is, believers from 
all countries must, - the "must" lies in 
the nature of the case, - come together 
there; and since now from the beginnin", 
Christians from all countries must corr:'e 
together there, it follows that the apostolic 
tradition has been preserved from genera
tion to generation by the Christians from 
all countries of the world, who are there 
united together. Every deviation from it 
would here fall immediately under the ob
servaWon of all. As confirmatory of this 
interpretation, might be cited what Athe-

VOL. I. 18 

nreus says of the cit,1J of Rome, (Deipno
soph. 1. 1, § 36:) "'O'Kovlli'V1j~ ofillov Tilv 
'Pilll1jV, n)v 'Pilp.1jv 'lrOAtv e7rtToll~v Tf!r 
otKfJvpivTJf, tv ~ lTVVlOEiv errrlv OVTc.Jr 1r(ura,r 
ril.~ 7l"6Aet~ lOpVIlF:var." So might one say: 
'Ev rij 'Pwp.atwv tKKA1jui(l m,uar EKKA1jUtar 
lOpvp.evar. " Yet I will not deny the diffi
culty attending the interpretation of the 
second sentence; to the alteration of con
servata into observata, I can no longer 
agree. If we consider uvp{3aivetv to be the 
word which answers to "convenire," it 
would be the best way, with Gieseler, to 
suppose an error of translation, - that the 
translator, out of mistake, rendered the 
Greek dative into "ab his." The words 
would have to be understood thus: "in 
which church the apostolic trndition has 
ever been preserved for the Christians of all 
countries of the world." I cannot deny, 
that in the compnrison of these words with 
those at the beginning of the same chapter, 
" in omni ecclcsia adest respicere omnibus," 
an argument may be found in favor of the 
sense just given. But even according to 
this interpretation, the same general view 
of Rome as that contained in the passage 
from Athenams, w,ould lie at the basis of 
the whole. I think it will he unnecessary 
for me to remark here, that I am verv far 
from being influenced in this investigation 
by any protestant interest. At the position 
where a scientific understanding of the his
torical development of Christianity is aimed 
at, the interests of Protestantism. which I 
profess, could not be in the least endanger
ed by recognizing a high antiquity of the' 
Catholic element, both in general and in 
particular. 

1 How very necessary it was to guard 
against the falsificlltion of such church let
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( ypul-'f.tara /(o!Vwv!/(a, ) inasmuch as they indicated as well that the .bear
ers were in the fellowship of the church, as that the bishops who mutu
ally sent and received such lctters, were united together in the bonds 
of church fellowship. By degrees the church letters (epistolre clericre) 
were divided into different classes, according to the different objects for 
which they were written. 

It was remarked above, that a closer bond of union exiited in the 
early times between communities belonging to the same province. We 
may add as another effect of the catholic spirit of Christianity, that in 
all cases of emergency, in disputes respecting matters of doctrine, of 
church lifc, of· church discipline, common deliberations were frequently 
held by deputed members from these communities. Such assemblies 
bccome known to us in the controversies respecting the time of Easter, 
and in the discussions on the }fontanistic prophecies, towards the close 
of the second century. But as a permanent and regular institution, 
bound to stated seasons, these provincial synods first make their appear. 
ance at the end of the second or beginning of the third century; and 
then, as a peculiar practiec of a single district, where local causes may 
have led to an arrangement of this kind, earlier than in other countries. 
This district was Greece proper, where, from the time of the Achooan 
league, the spirit of confederacy had been still preserved; and lUI 
Christianity could attach itself to all national peculiarit~es, so far WI 

they contained in them nothing immoral; nay, become so merged in 
them as to manifest itself under their peculiar form; it might well hap
pen, that the civil spirit of federation, already existing here, passed 
over to the ecclesiastical, and gave to the latter, still earlier than in 
other countries, a form which was in fact well suited for the common 
deliberations of the Christians; - so that out of the reprcsentative 
assemblies of the city communities, - the Amphictyonic councils, 
sprung the representative assemblies of the church communities-the 
provincial synods. As the Christians, in the consciousness that they 
were nothing and could do nothing without the Spirit from on High, 
were used to begin every important business with prayer, so also at the 
opening of these assemblies, they prepared themselves for the public 
delibcrations by uuiting in prayer to Him who had promised to en
lighten and guide by his Spirit his faithful disciples, when they cast 
themselves wholly on him, and to be in the midst of them whcrever they 
were assembled in his name. l 

It seems that this regular institution was at first objected to as an 
innovation, so that Tertullian felt himself called upon to stand forth as 
its advocate.2 Yet the prevailing spirit of the church decided in favor 
of the. arrangement, and to the middle of thc third century, the annual 
provincial synods appear to have been universal, - if we may judge 

ters, may be seen from a passage in Ense· versis ecclesiis, per qUal at altiora qUlllqu.e 
bins, 1. IV. e. 23, and another in Cyprian, in commune tractantur, et ipsa repT(B8tntatw 
ep.3. totiu8 nominis Christiani magna vener&

1 See the passage of Tertullian, in a tione celebratur. 
work written at the beginning of the third 2 lata solennia, quibus tunc prlllSens pi\" 

century, (de jejuniis, c. 13:) Aguntur per trocinatus est sermo. 

Grrecias ilia certis in lads concilla, ex uni
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from the fact that we find them observed at the same time in parts of 
the church sd widely remote from each other as Northern Africa and 
Cappadocia.1 

These provincial synods might, beyond a doubt, have proved emi
nently salutary in unfolding and purifying the Christian and church 
life and indeed did prove so in many respects. In these common de
lib;rations, the views of different individuals might mutually correct 
each others' errors and Bupply each others' defects; wants, abuses, and 
necessary reforms might be discussed more easily and under more dif
ferent points of view; and the co~unicat~d experience. of each me~
ber, made available to all. Certainly also, It savored neIther of fanati
cism nor hierarchical arrogance, if the delegates and presiding' officers 
of the communities, in the consciousness that they were assembled in 
the name of Christ, confidently relied on the guidance of his Spirit, 
whose organs alone they wished to be. 

But this confidence, in itself so right and so salutary, took a false 
and mischievous direction, when it ceased to be accompanied by a spirit 
of humility and self-renunciation, by the constantly living consciousness 
of the condition to which Christ had attached that promise, that Chris
tians should be assembled in his name. When, unmindful of this condi· 
tion, the bishops believed they were entitled merely as bishops to rely 
on the illumination of the Holy Spirit, a confidence so ungrounded be
came the source of all the self.deception of spiritual pride, that expressed 
itself in the customary words with which the decrees of such synods 
were made known, "under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,"
"spiritre sancto suggerente." 

The provincial synods, again, must have operated as a check on the 
development of the church, when, instead of providing for the interests 
of the communities according to the varying wants of each point of 
time, they sought to bind mutable things to unchangeable laws. 
Finally, it was an evil, that the communities were excluded from all 
participation in these assemblies; that at length the bishops came to 
constitute the Bole power in them, and by the union which these synods 
enabled them to enter into with one another, made themselves more 
powerful every day. 

As the provincial synods were used to communicate their decisions 
on all important matters of common interest to distant bishops, they 
thus served, at the same time, to place the distantly separated portions 
of the church in living union with each other, and to preserve them in 
this connection. 

Union of the entire Church in one wlwle, closely c.onnected and inter
dependent in all its parts. Outloard unity of the Oatlwlic Ohurch 
and its 1."lfode of Repreaentation. ' 

Thus from the unapparent grains of mustard seed, scattered in the 
field of the world, sprung up a tree, towering above all the plants of 

1 Cypr!an, ep. 40,. a~d Finn.ilianus of nos seniores et prrepositi in unum convenia. 
Caesarea.ID CappadoCla, m CYP~Il~n, ep.15; mus, ad disponanda ea, qure curre nostrre 
Necessarlo apud nos tit, ut per smgulos an· commissa sunt. 

http:Caesarea.ID
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the earth, and spreading its branches in every direction. Such was 
that great ~nity of the catholic church, which, closely connected 
through all Its scattered parts, was so distinguished in its origin, its 
course of development, and its constitution, from all barely human in. 
stitutions. The consciousness of being a member of such a body, tha.t 
had come off victorious over all opposition of earthly power, and was 
destined for perpetuity, must have been felt with the more liveliness 
and power by pagans, inasmuch as they had been familiar only with 
the political and earthly bond of union, but never had a presentiment 
of such a spiritual and moral tie binding men together as members of 
the same heavenly community. Still stronger and more elevated must 
this consciousness have become in times of persecution, when outward 
force tried in vain to sunder this connection. With good right might 
the Christians attach importance even to this unity in its outward man· 
ifestation, even to this intimate external connection, as serving to rep
resent that higher life, in the fellowship of which all were as one, and to 
exhibit the unity of the kingdom of God. In this outward fellowship 
of the church life, they experienced the blessed effects of the inward 
fellowship of God's invisible kingdom; and to preserve this unity entire, 
they entered into conflict with two different parties - those idealistic 
sects, which threatened to sever the inward bond of fellowship itself
the bond of faith; to introduce into the Christian church the old dis
tinction between a religion for the educated and refined, and a popular 
faith, (rriaTLr and yvwalr,) and, as was justly charged upon them by 
Clement of Alexandria, to divide up the church into a multitude of The· 
osophic schools; 1 and next, those men who, blinded by self-will or pas
sion, brought in divisions on the ground of mere outward differences, 
while in faith they continued to agree with the rest. 

But the conflict arising out of a genuine Christian interest, and 
aimed against some one-sided subjective element that threatened to dis
solve this wholesome unity of thc church, might easily mislead to another 
extreme, - an undue estimation of externals, - of the existing church 
forms, with which at first this unity was closely knit. Since that out· 
ward unity was, beyond all doubt, not barely outward, but the image 
and expression of the unity within, and in this connection exhibited 
itself to the Christian consciousness and experience; men could the 
more easily suffer themselves, in this polemic attitude, to be so misled 
as to confound, in their conceptions, things which had been fused 
together in each one's feelings and experience, and to consider them as 
inseparably connected. Thus the conception of the church and ita 
necessary unity was thrown outward (verausserlichte sich.) This out
ward church became the original one for the religious consciousness; 
and, in this its outward form, the only possible medium of fellowship 
with Christ. That which in all should, in like manner, have formed 
"itself outwardly from within, was transferred to this fellowship, medi
ated by means of a determinate outward organism, in certain visible 
forms, - and so the inner and the outward, the invisible and the visible, 

'1 For the words of Clemens see St.!. VII. p. 755: AvxovO', '1rpotO'Tau&at ",arp/.{Jii{· 
uuAAoV ~ {",,')./qatar 
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inseparably fused together. This aMoeiation of the Christian consciollS
ness we may pereeive already in to ~ter as early as Ir~n~us, who 
defines, in the firet place, the conception of the church subsIsting under 
this determinate rorm of constitution, and then puts down the commun
ion of the Holy Spirit as something first derived from, and mediated 
by, the former, when he begins by sa.ying, " Ubi ecclesia, ibi et Spiritus 
Dei," and then first adds," et ubi Spiritus Dei, illic ecclesia." 1 An 
entirely different apprehension of the idea of the church and its neces
sary unity would bve presented itself, by reversing the order of these 
propositions. "It is only at the breast of the church," as Irenreus 
says, " that one can be nursed to life. He who takes not refuge in the 
church, cannot partake of the Holy Spirit. He who separates himself 
£rom this church, renounces the fellowship of the Holy Spirit." Such 
are the propositions grounded in that association of ideas. It is true, 
lrenreus has in his mind simply such opponents of the church as, by 
unchristian doctrine and tempcr, by selfish interests, had excluded 
fJumuJelvea from the fellowship of the divine life.2 Not without good 
and sufficient reason could he complain of those "who, from frivolous 
causes, divided, and, so far as in them lay, annihilated, the great and 
glorious body of Christ." 8 With great truth, doubtless, could he say 
of them, that it was utterly out of their power to occasion as much good, 
88 they had done evil through the divisions excited by their means; 
But the position held by Irenreus might easily lead to the mistake of 
imputing a bad temper and purpose to all those who, from whatever 
tendency, occasioned a reaction against the dominant church system, 
excited some movement or other in the church, and hence, divisions. 
Now as that which distinguishes the New Testament position from the 
Old, is the outward development of the kingdom of God from within 
man's spirit, so we may recognize in this malcing outward of the king
dom of God, in this notion of the outward church as an indispensable 
mediation, that same confounding together of the Old and New Testa.
ment positions, which we were forced to recognize before, in the notions 
of the priesthood and of the Clerus. Indeed, both are necessarily con
nected; for the existence and propagation of the church was, in fact, 
to depend on the priesthood and its connection with Christ, of which 
the priesthood was to be the medium. To the priesthood was added 
&f'terwards the episcopal system, as the outward mediation and founda
tion of the outward church unity, - a new step in the progress of The
ocracy made outward, whose deep-reaching consequences must ever go 
on unfolding themselves more widely. 

In bringing the episcopal system to its completion, we have seen the 
important ~art acted ~Y C~rian, bishop of C~hage. Not leas impor
tant was hIS agency m this process of converting the chnrch into an 
outward system of mediation, and confounding together the Old and 
New Testament positions generally. In.this regard, his work, De uni

1 L rn. c. 24, ~ 1. %oVallt slr£a, Til pkya lCa~ wooEov U6J(la.
I Semelipsos fraudant .. vita per lenten. Toii Xptf1Toii T€l'lJC1II'Tar Ila~ OlatpOVlJrar, Ila~

Uam. lIlalam et opcrationem pesaimam. 6I70Il T() W (Juroir lWatpovvTa.,.
i L. tv. Co liS, § 7: A,a (l'IC(Jd~ lI:a~ nI
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tate ecclesire, written after the middle of the third century, amidst the 
divisions with which he had to contend, constitutes an epoch. This book 
contains a remarkable mixture of the true with the false, arising from 
that outward view of the church; and we shall recognize, in much that 
he says, only the pure expression of the Christian consciousness, when 
we strip away from it that outward notion, and understand it after a. 
more inward sense; when we apply to the propositions he lays down the 
distinction of the visible and the in visible church. We shall then find 
in this work much that is true, directed against a self·seeking, insulaJ;. 
jng tendency, that breaks loose from all connection with the fellowship 
of life, of which the foundation is Christ. We need only to apply what 
he says of the outward relation to a determinate visible form of mani
festation of the church, to that inner relation to the community o(holy 
men subsisting in union with Christ its head, whence the divine life 
flows forth to the collective body of all the members, which community, 
we must admit, is not necessarily confined to any determinate form of 
constitution. " Try to pluck away his beams from the sun," says Cy
prian, "the unity of the light cannot be so divided asunder. Break 
away the twig from the tree, it cannot produce fruit. Cut off the 
stream from its fuuntain, it becomes dry. Just so the church, inter
penetrated by the light of the Lord, sends its rays through the whole 
world. Yet the light which is thus diffused in all directions, is one. In 
the lap of that church we were born; we are nourished by its milk, 
!Lnd quickened by its spirit. Whatever breaks itself off from the origi
nal stock, when thus apart by itself, cannot breathe and live." But all 
this, which is in itself true, Cyprian referred exclusively to the determi
nate church, connected, - by means of the bishops, its foundation 
pillars, as the successors of the apostles and inheritors of their spirit
ual power, - with these apostles, and through them with Christ. His 
chain of ideas is this: Christ communicated to the apostles, the apos
tles to the bishops by ordination,! the power of the Holy Ghost; by . 
the succession of bishops, the power of the Holy Ghost, whence alone 
all religious acts can receive their efficacy, is extended, through the 
channel of this outward transmission, to all times. Thus is preserved} 
in this organism of the church, ever unfolding itself with a living pro
gression, that divine life, which, flowing from the fountain·head through 
this point of mediation, is thus distributed to all the members united 
with the organic whole; and whoever breaks off his outward connection 
with this outward organism, does, by so doing, exclude himself from 
participating in that divine life and from the way to salvation. No one, 
by himself alone, can, by faith in the Saviour, have any share in the 
divine life that flows from him; no one can, by this faith alone, secure 
to himself all the blessings of God's kingdom; but all this remains neces
sarily mediated through these organs and the connection with them,
the connection with the catholic ehurch derived from Christ through 
the succession of bishops. 

This outward view of the church, however, where it had progressed 

1 See on its ori:,..jnll) form and significancy, my History of the Planting, etc. Vol. I. p.1Il1S. 
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so far called forth a reaction, in the effort after a more spiritual un
dersu:nding of ita idea, based on the words of Christ himself. A class 
of persons, perhaps layme~l arose in opposition to Cyprian, who appeal
ed to the promise of Chnst, that "where two or three were gathered 
together in his name, there he would be in the midst ofthem;" (Matth. 
xviii. 20;) every lIBSociation of true believers, then, was a church. But 
Cyprian styled such as ~rged this objection, corruptors of th~ gospel. 
He accnsed them of rending these words from thelr connectIOn, and 
hence giving them a false explanation. He maintained, on the other 
hand, that Christ had just before established harmony among believers, 
the union of hearts in love, as the condition to which the fulfilment of 
this promise was annexed. He then proceeded to argue; 2 "But how 
is it possible for that person to agree with any individual, who does not 
agree with the body of the church itself? How can two or thrce be 
assembled in the name of Christ, who are separated from Christ and his 
gospel?" He looks in vain for the fulfilment of the condition of this 
promise in men, who, from leaning to the side of their own opinions, had 
separated themselves from the church; for they were the authors of the 
schism,-the church had not separated itself from them.3 But who 
is the infallible judge of men's inward disposition, so as to infer with 
certainty from their outward conduct towards a church, not always free 
from blemish, that such a temper 'exists; where ignorance and misap
prehension are quite possible, and right and wrong, in the struggle 
between the parties, may be on both sides? 

The church once conceived as wholly outward, it must also be con
ceived as having a necessary outward unity j and this principle estab
lished, it came next to be thought necessary to settle on some outward, 
representation of this outward unity, at Bome one determinate point. 
This was at first a thing wholly vague and undefined; - but it was the 
germ from where sprang the papal monarchy of the middle age. 

Now it was, without doubt, not an accidental circumstance, that the 
Apostle Peter, rather than any other one of the apostles, became the 
representative of this unity for the religious consciousness of the West
ern church. For on him had been bestowed, in virtue of his peculiar 
natural character, ennobled by the Holy Spirit, more particularly the 
charisma of church government. This gift Christ claimed for the 
development of the first community, when he named him the Man of. 
Rock and made him the man of rock, on which he would, build his 
church. Yet he said this not to that Peter with whom the human 
passed for more than the divine, - not to that Peter whom he called 
rather a Satan; but to the one who had uttered the powerful witness 

1 Cyprian flescribes them thus: Nee se dunt-. Unanimitatem prius posui!., con· 
quidam vana interpretatione decipiant, quod cordiam paeis ante prremisit, ut conveniat 
dixerit Dominus: Ubicuuque fueriut duo nobis, fideliter et firmiter docuit. Quomo. 
~ut tres (,ollecti in nomine meo, ego cum do autem potest ei cum aliquo con venire, 
118 sum. cui Cllm corpore ipsius ecelesire non Corruptores evangelii atque in. con
te7retes falsi. See next note. venit? Quomodo posaDnt duo aut tres in 

Extrema ponunt et superiora pnete. nomine Christi colligi, quos constat a Chris
renn!., panis memores et partem subdole to et ab ejus evangelio separari ? 
comprimentes. Dt ipsi ab ecelesia seiasi 8 Non enim nos ab illis, sed iIli a nobis
.unt, ita capituli nnillS sententiam adn- re<'.e!lserunt. 
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of him as the Son of God; and inasmuch as he had uttered this, that 
one to whom he could say, "Blessed art thou, for flesh and blood have 
not revealed this unto thee, but my Father in Heaven." That peculiar 
charisma procured for this apostle the position he assumed in speaking 
and acting in the name of all who composed the first community of 
Christians.! Yet with all this was by no means conceded to him a 
preference and precedence over the rest of the apostles. Of any rank, 
indeed, of one above another, the question generally was never to be 
raised among them. Every assumption of that kind, he who came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, severely rebuked, (Luke xxii: 
24.) The only contention was to be a mutual strife of each to serve 
the other. There were three apostles whom Christ, by virtue of their 
personal traits of character, distinguished above the rest; Peter was 
only one of these. Each of them had his own particular charisma, and 
his peculiar position which depended on this. As Peter was the man 
of Rock, working outwardly; so John possessed that charisma by virtue 
of which he leaned on the Lord's bosom, penetrated most deeply into 
his being, and into the matter of his discourses. As his own peculiar 
charisma and position caused Peter first to appear prominent at the 
founding of the church; so his own charisma and position caused John 
to retreat more out of view, acting no prominent part until a later 
period, when it became important to'Teconcile the oppositions that had 
arisen, to restore peace among the conflicting elements, to tranquillize 
and establish the cO!llmunities when fallen into commotions. The great 
apostle to thc Gentiles maintained, in a manner the most decided, his 
apostolic independence, against that Jewish principle, estimating every 
~hing by a standard of ou~wardness, which subsequently, under another 
form, mixed itself in with the development of the church; and Paul 
could say of himself, that grace ha.d effected more by him than by all 
the others. 

From these remarks, then, it is clear, that the idea of a primacy of 
the Apostle Peter had nothing to fix on but a misunderstanding as well 
of the position assigned him in the progressive movement of the church 
development, as also of the particular predicates which were given 
to him; although it had its good ground, that this peculiar talent 
centered precisely in him. ' 

. In his work on the unity of the church, Cyprian justly observes, that 
all the apostles had received from Christ the same dignity and the same 
power with Peter; but he supposes that in one passage, however, 
Christ bestows this power on Peter in particular, - says of him in par· 
ticular, that on him he will build his church, - gives it in charge to 
him in particular to feed his sheep - for the purpose of showing how 
the whole development of the church and of the priesthood was to radio 
ate from one point, and thus making clearly evident the unity of the 
church, the unity of the episcopal power. The Apostle Peter appears 
here as the representative of the one church, abiding in the unity she 
derived from the divine appointment, and of the one episcopal power, 

1 See my History of the Planting, &c., Vol. n. p. 505, et seq. 
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which though distributed among many organs, yet in its origin and 
esaen~e is and ever remains, but one. Whoever, therefore, forsakes 
the out~ fellowship with the one vis~le, catholic church, tears him
self away from the representation of the unity of the church, connecte.d 
by divine a.ppointment with the person of the Apostle Peter. How IS 

it possible for anyone to suppose he continues still to b~ a me~ber of 
the church of Christ, when he forsakes the cathedra Petri, on which the 
church was founded? 1 . 

But even allowing that the Apostle Peter might be considered as the 
representative of the unity of the church, still it by no means follows, 
that an individual representative of this kind must continue to exist in 
the church through every age. Still less does it follow, that this indi
vidual representative must be connected particularly with the Roman 
church; for although the tradition that the Apostle Peter visited the 
church at Rome cannot, on good and sufficient grounds, be called in 
question, yet certain it is, that he was not the founder of this church, 
and that he was never, in any special sense, its presiding officer. This 
church could with as little propriety be called the cathedra Petri, as 
the cathedra Pauli. Irenreus and Tertullian seem to be aware, indeed, 
that Peter and Paul were its founders, that they gave it a bishop, and 
honored it by their martyrdom. But that the Roman church held a, 

prominence, as the cathedra Petri, over all other apostolic churches, 
they still remain ignorant. Yet as the idea of an outward unity of the 
church could suggest the notion of an outward individual representative 
of that unity, so the recognition of such a historical representation 
might eMily pass out of the ideal into the real world, so that the exhi· 
bition of the church unity at a determinate point came to be considered 
not barely as a thing once existing, but as necessary for the existence 
of the churCh in all times. And as it was no accidental thing, that the 
a.postle had been made the representative of the church guidance, so 
too was it no accidental thing, that men, when once impelled to seek 
for such an outward representation of the church unity for all times, 
transferred this dignity precisely to the church of the great city which 
WM called to rule in the world. As most of the western communities 
were used to regard the Roman church as their mother, their ecclesia 
apostolica, to whose authority they especially appealed; as they. were 
in the habit of naming Peter the founder of the Roman church, and to 
trace back the tradition of the Roman church to him; and as Rome 
was once the seat of the dominion of the word; it so happened that 
men began to consider the Roman church as the cathedra Petri and 
to apply what had been said of the Apostle Peter, as the representative 
of the church unity, to this cathedra. Petri. In the making outward 
of the conception of the church, from which this form of the outward 
presentation of its unity gradually shaped itself, the way was already 

1 Some trace of this mode of explaining Bolvendi et alligandi in Callis et in terns 
the above passages relating to the Apostle potestatem ~" This language shows that he 
Peter, may he found even in TertnIlian. was not a Montanist when he wrote this book; 
PrEscript.. hEreto c. 22: U Latuit aliqnicI as is evident by comparing it with what he 
Petrum Edillcanda\ ecdesilll Petrum die- wrote when a Montanist, ill his book de 
tum, claves regni C(elorurn consecutum et Pudicitia, of which we shall speak hereafter. 
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prepared for the conversion of the political supremacy of the" city" 
into this spiritual form, - whiph moreover contained the germ to the 
secularizing of Christ's kingdom. 

In Cyprian we find this transference already complete. As evidence 
of this, may serve not only tlwse passages in his book de unitate ecclesire, 
where the reading is disputed; 1 - in an uncontroverted passage, ep. 
55 ad Cornel., he styles the Roman church the" Petri cathedra, ec
clesia principalis, unde unitas sacerdotalis exorta est." 

Without doubt, this idea was still very obscure and vague; but a 
false principle once established, the more vague the notion, the more 
room would be left for introducing new meanings, and extracting 
new inferences. In the minds of the Roman bishops, this idea seems 
early to have obtained a more fixed and definite shape; and here the 
Roman love of empire seems early to have insinuated itself into ecclesi
astical affairs, and made its appearance in a spiritual dress. 

Far back we observe already in the Roman bishops traces of the 
assumption, that to them, as successors of the Apostle Peter, belonged 
a peculiar and ultimate authority in ecclesiastical disputes; that the 
cathedra Petri must take precedence of all other apostolic churches, as 
the source of the apostolic tradition. Such an assumption was shown 
by the Roman bishop Victor, when, about the year 190, he excommu
nicated the churches of Asia Minor on account of some trifling dispute 
relating to mere externals.2 In the Montanistic writings of Tertullian 
we find indications, showing that the Roman bishops issued peremptory 
edicts on ecclesiastical matters; endeavored to make themselves con
sidered as the bishops of bishops - episcopos episcoporum; 3 and were 
in the habit of appealing to the authority of their" antecessores." i 

After the middle of the third century, the Roman bishop Stephanu8 
allowed himself to be carried away by the same spirit of hierarchical 
arrogance as his predecessor Victor. It was his wish, too, in a dispute 
by no means important,fi to obtrude the tradition of the Roman church 
on all other churches as an unalterable and decisive law; and he ex
communicated the churches of Asia Minor and of North Africa, which 
refused to acknowledge this rule.s 

1 Though, in the passage from Cyprian, 
" Qui ecclesire reniti tur et resis tit, lq ui ca
thedram Petri, super quem fundata est ec
clesia, deserit 1in ecclesia se esse confidit ? " 
the suspected clause, here included in brack
ets, were genuine, yet it would not follow, 
that, in this particular instance, he had in 
his mind the cathedra Petri subsisting at 
his time in the Roman church; but the 
phrases, " ecclesire reniti," and" cathcdram 
Petri deserere," might rather, according to 
the connection, be wholly coordinate, so 
that he would say; he who breaks his con
nection with the one only church, does by 
that very act attack the representation of 
the church unity which had heen attached 
by Christ himself to the person of the A pos
tle Peter. The whole Apostolic and epis
copal fulness of authority as one, although 
manifesting itself through different organs, 
appears to him to be represented in the 

spiritual power transferred to the Apostle 
Peter. The entire episcopatus, or tile ea· 
thedra of all the bishops conceived as 
one = the c.athedra Petri. - hence to re
nounce obedience to the bishops is the same 
as to attack the cathedra Petn. 

2 The dispute about the time of relebrat
ing Easter, of which mention will .be made 
hereafter. 

8 Tertullian, de pudieitia, c. 1: Audio, 
edictum esse propositum et q uidem peremp· 
torium; pontifex scilicet maximu8, quod 
est episcopus episcoporum, edicit. 

4 Tertullian, de vlrg. velandis. 
6 The dispute about the validity of bap· 

tism administered by heretics, also to be 
noticed elsewhere. 

6 Nihil inl10vetur nisi quod tra~itum est, 
- he declared, - se per succeSSlouem ca
thedram Petri habere. Cyprian, ep. 74 et 75. 
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But it was far from being the case, that these assumptions of the 
Roman bishops could penetrate even ~ngh the western church - to 
say nothing here of the reaction they had to encounte~ from the freer 
tendencies of the Greek church. In the first named dIspute, the com
munities of Asia Minor, nothing daunted by the arrogant. language o~ 
Victor maintained their own principles, and set over agamst the t~adI
tion of the Roman church, the tradition of their own sedes apostohcre. 
lrenreus, bishop of Lyons,! in. a. letter to the Roman bishop. Vict?r, 
severely rebuked his ~c~ristian arrog~ce, although ~greemg WIth 
him as to the matter m dispute. He disapproved of his attempt to 
obtrude one form of church life on all the communities; and declared 
that nothing was required but unity in faith and in love; and that this~ 
instead of being disturbed by differences in respect to outward things, 
did but shine forth through these differences with the greater strength. 
He recornized the right of all the communities, in such matters, to act 
freely ~d independently, according to their own ancient usage. He 
objected to the authority of the tradition of a single determinate church 
the fact, that tradition often originates in, and is propagated by, sim
plicity and ignorance.2 Although Cyprian, as we have before re
marked, looked upon the Roman church as really the cathedra Petri, 
and as the representative of the outward church unity, yet he was far 
from inferring thence the right of this church to determine all matters 
of church controversy. On the contrary, he maintained, with firmness 
and energy, the independent right of the individual bishops to manage 
the a.ffairs of their churches according to their own principles; and he 
carried through what he recognized as right, in spite of the op
position of the Roman church. In communicating to Stephanus, 
bishop of Rome, at the commencement of the second of the above 
mentioned controversies, the principles of the North African church, 
which he well knew did not accord with the Roman usages, he ad
dressed him in the name of a synod, as one colleague, conscious of an 
equality of dignity and of rights, addresses another. "In virtue of 
our equal dignity," says he, "and in unfeigned love, we have imparted 
these things to you, dearest brother; for we hope, that whatever is 
agreeable to piety and truth - will also, in accordance with your own 
true faith and true piety, be pleasing to you. We are well aware, 
howe~er,. that many are reluctant to part :with the opinions they have 
once ImbIbed, and slow to change theIr prmciples; but so far as they 
can d? it, without violating the bond of unity and peace, binding them 
to theIr colleagues, cling to many peculiarities which have become cus
tomary among them. In matters of this sort we put no restraint we . I . ' , 
~pose D? aw, on any man; smce each presiding officer of a commu
~ty has, III the ma:nagement of these matters, his own free will, and 
IS accountable for his mode of proceeding to the Lord alone." 8 

1 Eoseb. I. V. c. 24. aut legem damus, quando habeat in eecle
t T,jv 'lrapit. TO Ql<pt{Jl:r .:.c EUcOr /CpaTOfw sire administratione voluntatis sure arbitri. 

TWV ri}v /Ca-&' U'lrAOT11Ta l<alltJt(,)TU1P0'JI atJVt. urn liberum unusquisque prrepositus, ratio
ifelav elc TO pETrnetTa 'lreTrot1lICOTWV. nem actus sui Domino redditurus. 

• Qua in re nec nos vim cuiquam facimUl 
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After the violent declarations which ensued from the Roman bishop 
he continued to avow the same principle before a council of more th~ 
eighty of the bishops of North Africa; inviting each of them to express 
his own views with freedom; "for no one," said he, "should make 
himself a bishop of bishops." When Stephanus appealed to the author
ity of the ancient Roman tradition, and spoke against innovatioll!l, 
Cyprian replied,! that it was rather Stephanus himself who made the 
innovations, and broke away from the unity of the church. "Whence 
then," he says, "comes that tradition? Is it derived from the words 
of our Lord and from the authority of the gospels, or from the instruc
tions and the letters of the apostles? Custom, which has crept in 
among some unawares, ought not to hinder the truth from prevailing 
and triumphing; for custom without truth is only inveterate error.'~ 
He finely remarks, " that it is no morc beneath the dignity of a Roman 
bishop than of any other man, to suffer himself to be corrected when he 
is in the. wrong; for the bishop ought not only to teach but to learn, 
for he becomes even the better teacher, who is daily adding to his 
knowledge and making progress by the correction of his errors." Fir
milianus also, the bishop of Cresarea in Cappadocia, in expressing his 
agreement with Cyprian, declared himself quite strongly against the 
unchristian behavior of Stcphanus, who forbade the Roman church to 
receive the delegates of the North African church into their houses. 
He considered it a reproa,ch that one who boasted of being. the succes
sor of the Apostle Peter, Oil whom was built the unity of the church, 
should rend that unity by his uncharitable and arrogant proceedings. 
In opposition to the alleged tradition of the Roman church, he pro
duced the tradition of other ancient churches, as also doctrinal reasons; 
and as evidence that the Romans did not observe, in all points, the 
original tradition, and appealed in vain to the authority of the apostles, 
he adduces the fact, that in many church matters, they departed from 
the customs of the church at Jerusalem, and of the ancient apostolical 
churches; 3 yet notwithstanding all these differences, the unity and 
peace of the catholic church had never been disturbed.4 

On another and earlier occasion, Cyprian had already shown how 
far he was from yielding to the Roman bishops a supreme jurisdiction 
in the church, and from countenancing them in the exercise of it. 
Basilides and Martialis, two Spanish bishops, had been deposed by a 
synod, because they were libellatiei, and for other offences; and it is 
said, they acknowledged themselves the validity of their sentence. In 
the place of Basilides, a successor had already been chosen by the pro
vincial bishops, with the assistance of the church over which he had 
presided. 'rhe two deposed bishops, however, had recourse to Stepha
nus, the bishop of Rome, and the latter, assuming a supreme judicatory 
power, reversed the sentence of the Spanish ecclesiastical court, and 

1 Ep. 74, ad Pompej. 8 Ep. 75. . 
2 Nee consuetudo, qUal apud quosdam 4 Eos autem, qui Romre sunt, non ~a. In 

obrepserat, impedire debet, quo minus veri omnibus ohservare, qua! sunt ab ong.me 
tas prrevaleat et vincatj nam consuetudo traditn, et frustra apostolorum auctonta
sine veri tate vetustas en'oris est. tern prretendere. 
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restored them both to their office; whether it was that he found good 
reasons for so doing in what they alleged in their own justification, or 
that there was already a strong inclination in the Roman church to 
take part with those that appealed to its jurisdiction. A contest now 
a.rose in Spain on the question whether the first or the second sentence 
should be respected, and the communities of North Africa wer~ applied 
to for their opinion. The North African synod at Carthage, l~ :whose 
name Cyprian replied, d~d not hesitate to declare that the deCISIOn ,of 
the Roman bishop was WIthout force, and strongly charged the Spamsh 
churches not to suffer the two unworthy bishops to continue in office. 
Into the question, whether the Roman bishop was justified in prosecut
ing such a judicial examination, Cyprian did not enter; but he declared 
without farther discussion, the unjust sentence, resting as it did on in
sufficient grounds, to be void. "The regular ordination," he observed,! 
(meaning of the successor to the deposed bishop Basilides,) " cannot 
be rendered null, because Basilides, after his offences were discovered, 
and had been acknowledged too by himself, went to Rome and deceived 
our colleague Stephanus, who was at a distance, and not acquainted 
with the real circumstances of the case; so that he who had been de
posed by a just sentence, fraudulently contrived to be reinstated in his 
office." Perhaps the mortification which the ambitious, hierarchical 
views of Stephanus experienced on this occasion - although in other 
respects Cyprian speaks of him with great moderation - had much in
fluence in deciding him to the obstinate stand which he took in the 
la.ter controversy of which we have before spoken. 

(}hUTch Discipline, Exclusion from the Fellowship of the Visible 
Ohurch. Be-admission to the same. 

As the founder of the church had foretold, the process of its develop
ment could be none other than a process of refining, renewed over and 
over again. The idea of a perfectly pure and perfectly holy church 
could not be realized in the earthly course of its history; - for the life 
communicated by Christ to humanity can be sustained and transmitted 
only in a never ceasing conflict with the power of sin, which resists the 
current of that life from without, and even threatens to mix in and 
disturb it ,with its oW?- impurities, The church itself which truly an
swe~ to Its concept~on, the church of the regenerate and sanctified, 
con~mues ever to be lllwardly affected by the reactions of this principle 
of sm n,ever wholly overcome; and hence in continual need of cleansing. 
But tl~IS ~~urch, though ~ep~ese~ted in a visible form, is yet in its es
sence IDVlSlble; and to this Its VIsible appearance various elements be
come attached, partaking in no respect of that inner essence; - and 
there are no sure and certain marks whereby it is possible to separate 
from o,ne another these heterogeneous components. Manifold are the 
gradatlOns through which the transition is made from the true church 
to the opposite world, which strives to draw her into itself and to trans
form her by its ow~ spirit; a thing ~possible, unless she enter herself 

lEp,68. 
VOL. I. 19 
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into such a union. Hence the sifting of the chaff from the wheat, 
which can be accomplished by no human tribunal, and which strives 
prematurely to sever the threads of historical development ordained and 
surely guided by divine Wisdom, and would hinder the very work of 
the church itself to reform the world, must be left to a higher judgmen~ 
and can only take place after the threads of history have run their 
appointed course. 

But the church, when left wholly to herself, and unmixed as yet 
with the state, might bring about, if not a perfect, yet a certain separa
tion - so as to exclude from herself the manifestly foreign elements, 
showing themselves to be such by marks not to be mistaken; indeed, 
the Jewish synagogues had before exercised a disciplinary judgment of 
this' kind over their members. The early communities were thus to 
seek to secure themselves against the infection of pagan immorality, 
and thereby practically to bear witness, that the mere confession of 
faith made no man a Christian; - that whoever contradicted by his 
daily living the laws of Christianity, could not be regarded as a Chris
tian brother. 

Hence the Apostle Paul declared the Christian communities to be 
not merely justified, but bound, to eject such unworthy members from 
their body. With all pagans, the Christians might eat, and stand in 
every social relation; but with such apostate brethren, they were to 
avoid all manner of intercourse, for the purpose of practically showing 
them, that they could no longer claim the title of Christian brethren. 
It was from this point of view, that Tertullian could now say to the 
pagans: "Those who are no Christians, are wrongly so called; such 
in truth take no part in our religious assemblies; such receive not with 
us the communion; they have by their sins become yours again, since 
we hold not even common intercourse with those whom your cruelty 
has forced to denial; although we should certainly be lik.ely to tolerate 
amongst us more easily those who through constraint than those who 
have voluntarily deserted the principles of our religion. Besides, it is 
without reason you call those Christians who are not recognized as such 
by the Christians, who cannot deny their own." 1 

But the church was designed also to be an institution for training; 
it was not to give up the hope of reclaiming the fallen. By this very 
exclusion from the society of the brethren, the fallen members, if they 
retained any susceptibility for better feelings, were to be brought to the 
sense of their guilt and awakened to a fruitful repentance. If they 
manifested any such penitence in their living, they were to be taken 
under the fostering care of the church, and at length, after their re
pentance had been sufficiently proved, once more adopted into the 
community. Such was the direction of the Apostle Paul. In later 
times, various regulations were gradually introduced, relating to the 
cases in which resort should be had to such exclusion from the church 
fellowship; to the manner of life which the excluded members ought to 
lead; to the proofs of remorse and penitence which they must give, and 

1 Ad nation. 1. I c. 5. 
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to the dl1l'8t»n of the tUne of their exclusion. All these points were 
differently determined according to the different nature of the offences, 
and the different moral character evinced by the offenders. Those who 
stood in this relation to the community, were made a particular class, 
designated by the name of prenitentes. Tert~an requires " that the 
inward compunction of conscience should be manifested also by outward 
acts·1 that they should express their sorrow by their whole deportment, 
pray' for the forgiveness of their. sins with fastin~, prese~t a confession 
of their sins before the commuwty, request the mtercesslOns of all the 
Christian brethren, and especially humble themselves before the pres
byters and the known friends of God." 3 To those who suffered them
selves to be kept back by shame from making confession before the 
church, he 83.ys/1 " This may be grievous, wb:ere one exposes himself to 
contempt and to mockery; where others exalt themselves at the expense 
of him who has fallen. But in the midst of brethren and fellow-servants, 
where the hope, fear, joy, pain and suffering are shared in common; 
because one common spirit proceeds from one common Lord and Fath
er,:- how should you there consider your own as different from your
self? Why fly from those to whom your grief is as their own, as if 
they rejoiced over it? The body cannot rejoice at the suffering of one 
of its members. The whole body must share in the pain and cooperate 
wwards the cure. Where two are together, there is the church; but 
the church is Christ. When you embrace the knees of your brother, 
you embrace Christ, you are a suppliant to Christ. And so when· they 
weep over you, Christ suffers, Christ supplicates the Father. Easily 
is tha.t ever obtained, which the Son supplicates of the Father." Ori
gen writes:' " the Christians sorrow over those who have been overcome 
by lust, or any other noticeable vice, as if they were dead; and after a 
long period, if they have given sufficien~ evidence of a change of heart, 
they receive. them once more to the standing of catechumens, as those 
risen from the dead." When their penitence had been satisfactorily 
p~ved, th.ey were abS?lved and r~stored to the fellowship of the church 
Wlth the 81gn of blessmg, the laymg on of the hands of the bishop and 
clergy. 

Salutary as these regulations might be, as a means of Christian cul
ture, in the then existing state of the church, yet here also there was 
great danger of confounding the Inner essence with the Outward form 
especially when the outward notion of the church had already becom~ 
a fundamental principle. Such must have been the case for example 
y~en it.was at~mpted ~ confine the expression of penitent feelings to cer~ 
tAm uniform SIgnS, and .It was !bought that in manifesting these consisted 
the eS8enc~ of true pewtence Itself; and again, when no distinction was 
made betWIXt absolution and the divine forgiveness of sins. The church 
teachers, however, did not fail to point out the true nature of Christian 
~pentance, ~d to represent those outward mortifications as merely 
81gns of an mward grace. " When the man condemns himself," says 

1 Us nOD lOla OOD8cientia prlllferatur led I L. c. 
aliquo etialn actu Bdminlatre&ur. De~. • L. Co c. 10.teIUia, c. 9. • c. Cels. 1. m. c. 51. 
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Tertullian,1 " God acquits him. So far - believe me -as thou sparest 
not thyself, God will spare thee." And the bishop Firmilianus of 
Cresarea in Cappadocia says, in a letter written in the latter half of the 
third century: "With us, the bishops and presbyters meet once a year 
to consult together for the recovery by repentance of fallen brethren; 
not as though they could receive from us the forgiveness of sins, but 
that they may by us be brought to a sense of their sins and constrained 
to render a more full satisfaction to the Lord.2 Cyprian explains him
self thus: 3 "We do not prejudge the Lord's judgment; so that if he 
find the sinner's repentance full and satisfactory, he may ratify our 
decision; but if any man shall have deceived us by a hypocritical 
repentance, then let God, who cannot be mocked, and who looketh on 
the heart, decide with regard to that which we have failed to explore 
to the bottom, and the master correct the judgment of his servants." 

But still it cannot be denied, that the consequences resulting from 
that making outward of the conception of the church, and that Old 
Testament view of the priesthood, had here already mixed in. Thus 
the judgment on an individual who had rendered himself liable to the 
church penance was reckoned among the acts of this priesthood; and 
the full power of exercising it, derived from the authority to bind and 
to loose, given to the apostles. That one should thus submit himself to 
the judgment of the priest, appeared as an act of that humility which 
belongs to the essence of true penitence.4 The notion took such a 
shape, that the whole system of church penance came to be considered 
as a satisfaction to be done to God.5 Perhaps there were some who 
opposed this view of the necessity of outward church penance, and who 
endeavored to establish the principle that all depended on the direction 
of the heart and of the affections towards God, not on external things.6 

We say perhaps, - for from the language of Tertullian in combatting 
this class, from his own assumed position, we cannot decide with cer
tainty- in what sense that principle was understood. It is certainly 
possible, that they may have been a clasR, who made a false distinction 
between the Inner and the Outward in the religious life, and under the 
pretext that all depended on the inner direction of the affections towards 
God alone, allowed themselves to excuse the failings of the outward life. i 

Connected with the remarks here made on church penance and 
church absolution, must be our judgment also of a controversy which 
arose with regard to these matters. Had the notion of absolution been 
rightly understood, as an announcement of the divine forgiveness of sin, 
always conditioned on repentance and faith, instead of being converted 
into a judicial act of the clergy, a mutual understanding might have 

1 De prenitentia, c. 9. J)renitentia; a term derived from t~e ch:il 
.~ Cyprian, ep. 75. law, which he had studied and practised In 
8 In his 52d letter ad Antonian. early life. 
-4 See the words, in a letter of the Con G Sed ajunt quidam, satis Deum haber~, 

fessors, in Cyprian, (ep. 26.) Hnmilitas si rordc ct animo suspiciatur, Ucet actu mI' 

atque ,mbjectio, alienum de se expcctasse nus fiat. De prenitentia, c. 5. ,1 

judicium, alienam de suo sustinuisse sen 7 " Jtaque se salvo metu ct fide peccar~, 
tcntiam. says Tertullian, - prone, as he was, to lU

6 Satisfactio, in· Tertullian's book de fer evil from the doctrines of his opponents. 
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been easily brought about on the matter of dispute which we are now 
about to Jtlention. We allude to the controversy between a milder and 
a more rigid party on the subject of church penance. 

All were agreed in distinguishing those sins into which all Christians 
might fall through the rema.ining sinfulness of their n~tu~, .and those 
which clearly indicated that the transgressor was still hvmg under 
bondage to sin as an abiding condition; that he was not one of the 
regenerate; .that he had either never ~ttained to that conditi~n, or 
had again fallen from it - peccata venalia - and peccata mortaha, or 
ad mortem. These terms they had derived from the first epistle of St. 
John. Among sins of the second class they reckoned, besides the de
nial of Christianity, deception, theft, incontinence, adultery, etc. l Now 
it was the principle of the milder party, which gradually became the 
predominant one, that the church was bound to receive every fallen 
member, into whatever sins he may have fallen, - to hold out to all, 
under the condition of sincere repentance, the hope of the forgiveness 
of sin. At least, in the hour of death, absolution and the communion 
should be granted to those who manifested true repentance. The 
other party would never consent to admit again to the fellowship of the 
church, such as had violated their baptismal vow by sins of the latter 
class. Such persons, - said they, - have once despised the forgive
ness of sin obtained for them by Christ, and assured to them in baptism. 
There is no purpose of divine grace with regard to such, which is 
revealed to us; hence the church is in no case warranted to announce 
to them the forgiveness of sin. If the church exhorts them also to 
repentance, yet she can promise nothing to them as to the issue, since 
the power bestowed on her to bind and to loose has no reference to 
such. She must leave them to the judgment of God. The one party 
would not suffer that any limits should be set to the mercy of God 
towards penitent men; the other would preserve erect the holiness of 
God, and feared that, by a false confidence in the power of priestly ab
solution, men would be encouraged to feel more safe in their sins. 

Ohurch IJivisio'n.8 or Schisms. 

The schisms, or church divisions in the more limited sense, must be 
distinguished from the heresies properly so called. The former were 
such divisions of the catholic church, as proceeded from certain out,. 
ward occasions, aiming at objects connected with the constitution or the 
discipline of the church; the latter, divisions which sprung out of differ
ences and disputes on matters of doctrine. While all that is to be said 
of the latter stands intimately connected with the gemetiedevelopment 
of doctrines, the exhibition of the former cannot be separated from the 
his~ory of the constitution and discipline of the church; and each serves 
to illustrate the other. In a doctrinal point of view the history of 
c~urch divisi0n8 is important only so far as it serves ~ unfold the doc
trine on the church; but the development of th~8 doctrine stands closely 

1 Ho~icidinm. idololatria, fraas, negatio, blasphemia, mOlChia et fornicatio. Tertnllian,
lie pudiCiLia, Co 1 II. 
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connected again with the history of the church constitution. It seems 
therefore, in every view, best suited to our purpose, to annex the hisoorY 
of church divisions with the section which relates the history of the con
stitution of the church. 

We have to notice in this period two remarkable divisions of the 
church, both intimately connected with each other, as well in respec~ to 
the time of their origin, as in respect to the churches and persons, that 
especially took part in them. In the history of both, the monarchical 
system of episcopacy is seen coming forth victoriously out of the contest 
with presbyterianism; in both, Catholicism is seen triumphing over 
Separati8m; both divisions conduced to the establishment of the system 
of church unity. We refer to the divisions of Felieissimus and to that 
of Novatian; the first proceeding out of the church of proconsular 
Africa, the second out of the church of Rome. 

In the history of the first mentioned division, the bishop Cyprian of 
Carthage appears as the hcad of a party, and as the most important 
among the actors in the scene; and the origin of the schism was imme
diately connected with the manner in which he arrived at the episcoflal 
dignity. It will serve, therefore, to give us a clearer understanding of 
the whole subject, if we begin with casting a glance at the history of 
this man's life. Cyprian had remained a pagan until the last years of 
his manhood. He was by profession a rhetorician, if not a!l advocate,l 
and the rhetorical cast of his style of writing testifies of this his earlier 
occupation. In the years of his paganism he had already gained pub
lic confidence by the uprightness of his life.2 By the influence of the 
presbyter Crecilius, whose name he afterwards adopted, and who at his 
death committed his wife and children to Cyprian's care, he was 
brought to embrace the Christian faith. Although, while a pagan, he 
had led a blameless life in the common estimation, yet it by no means 
appeared so to himself, after he had learned to contemplate the requisi
tions of the divine law, and to know himself in the light of Christianity. 
The profound sense of sin, as a power from which man cannot deliver 
himself by his own strength, preceded also in his case the experience of 
that which grace alone can effect; as he expresses it in the letter ad
dressed to his friend Donatus, written probably soon after his baptism, 
Hence he was now the more inspired with a glowing enthusiasm to reac.h 
tha.t idea of the divine life which Christianity had lighted up within his 
soul. And as he interpreted the words of our Lord -" If thou wilt be 
perfect, go sell that thou hast and give it to the poor," according to the 
prevailing views of that period, more closely to their letter than to their 
spirit, for the purpose of fulfiling this requisition, he sold the two landed 
estates of which he was possessed,3 and distributed the proceeds among 

I Jel'orne says, (d. v. i. c.67,) that he was and therefore had once been used to such 
a rhetorician, and we have no good reason public discourse. . , 
to doubt this arcount. We are under no 2 See the biographical sketch of hiS hfe, 
necessity of ~upposing that in what he says composed bv his disciple, tbe Deacon Pon· 
(cp. I. ad Donatum.) respecting the oppo tius. • 
sition between spiritual and worldly elo 3 His garden was soon restored back to 
quence, (in judicii" in coueione, pro rostris,) him, probably by the love of the church, as 
that he was thinking of his own calling, we may gather from the language of pon
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the poot'. The devout·zeal whieh shone forth so brilliantly in his con
duct even while a. neophyte, acquired for him, to a great degree, the 
love and esteem of the community. He became the man of the people; 
and the community made use of the influence they could then com
mand in his behalf. He was raised by their votes, contrary to the letter 
of th~ church laws, soon after his baptism, in 247, to the dignity of a 
presbyter, and as e~rly as ~e year 248, placed at the head, as .bish~p. 
The community envlroned hIS house, for the purpose of compelhng hun 
to accept the episcopal dignity. But this very circumstance, that he 
had been raised to the station he occupied by the enthusiastic love of 
the church, contributed from the first to create a party against him, at 
the head of which stood five presbyters.1 Of these, several, perhaps, 
put forward Qlaims themselves to the episcopal office, and looked with 
eyes of jealousy on the upstart neophyte who superseded those that had 
grown gray in the service of the church. They might also be led on 
by other motives to us unknown. Cyprian was well aware of the diffi
cult position he was about to assume, when he shrank back from the 
assumption of the chief pastoral office, the whole weight and responsi
bleness of which stood clearly before him, - attractive as it must have 
seemed, on the other hand, to a man of his peculiar bent and talent for 
rule to be plaeed at the head of the church governance. We discover 
here t'he first ground and the germ of the ensuing controversies. The 
five presbyters above mentioned now proceeded with their followers to 
contest the episcopal authority of Cyprian; and as the presbyters were 
still mindful of their ancient rights, and still striving to maintain their 
former influence in the government of the church, there could be no 
want of disputes between a bishop, and especially one like Cyprian, so 
resolutely active, in the consciousness of that supreme spiritual power 
whieh he believed himself to possess by divine right, and his antagonists 
in the presbyterial college. 

Where men are contending for their rights, even those men in whom 
a life from God has indeed begun, but the strength of the old nature 
still makes itself felt, it is usually the case, that instead of emulating 
each other, with the spirit of love and self-renunciation, in the fulfil
ment of duties, they allow, on both sides, their own will and their pas- . 
siona to gjve that which is wrong the color of right. So it happened in 
the present case. But we are not well enough informed of all the cir
c~ms~ces to be able clearly to separate the ~ight from the wrong on 
e~ther sIde; for we h~ve onlJ: the repr~sentatIons of one party in the 
dispute,-representattons which sometImes bear on their very front the 
marks of strong excitement. 

An unbiassed contemplation will certainly not fail to discover in Cy
prian, the ma·n inspired and animated with true love to the Redeemer 

dill!: Hortos. quos inter initia fidei Slllil methe five presbyters: Con jurationis SUIil
venditos, et Dei indulgentia reSulutos. mores, et Rntiqua ilia conlra episcopatum 

1 We see this from the words of Pontius, meum, imo contra suffragium vestrum e\
in speaking of Cyprian's election: Quidam Dei judicium venena retinentes, instaurant 
iIli restilernnt, etiam ut vinccret; with which vetcrem contra nOB impugnationem suam. 
ClIlIIIpare cp. 40, respecting the intrigu08 of 
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and to his church. It is undeniable that he was devoted to his com. 
munity, as a faithful shepherd; that its interests honestly lay nearest 
his heart; and that he meant to exercise his episcopal authority for the 
preservation of good order and discipline in the flock; - but it is also 
certain, that he was not sufficiently on his guard against that funda.
mental evil of man's nature, which so easily fastens on what is best in 
him, and by which the best qualities may be even perverted and de. 
stroyed, - an evil which may be most dangerous to those endowed with 
great gifts and powers for the Lord's service,-most dangerous, where 
it exhibits itself under the spiritual garb, - that he was not watchful 
enough against the risings and suggestions of self-will and pride. The 
point he was contending for, the full power of the episcopate, proved to 
him certainly, at times, the rock whereon his spiritual life made ship
wreck. He forgot, in the bishop, "appointed by God himself and ac(... 
ing in the name of Christ," the man, still living in the flesh, and 
exposed, like all other men, to the temptations of "in; in the bishop, 
over whom no layman might set up himself to judge, the bishop called 
to rule and gifted with an inviolable authority from God, he forgot the 
disciple of Christ, of him who W:LS meek and lowly of spirit, and for the 
good of his brethren, appeared in the form of a servant. Had he ever 
remained true to this spirit of Christ's disciples, he might assuredly 
have gained the victory over his adversaries with far more ease ~o him
self and safety to the church, than by all his stir about the inalienable 
rights of the episcopate, and his appeals to the dignity of the priestly 
office with which God had invested him. 

The five presbyters of the opposite party, or some of them at least, 
seem to have been at the hea,d of separate communities in Carthage or 
its neighborhood; and they now ventured, in defiance of the bishop 
whom they hated, to introduce several arbitrary measures in the man
agement of their filial communities; or, at any rate, such measures as 
Cyprian, from the principles he maintained with regard to the episcopal 
system, might properly consider as encroachments on the episcopal 
rights. One of them, Novatus by name, president of a community 
situated upon a hill in or near by Carthage, was, so far as we c.an 
judge,! a man of restless and enterprising mind, who, with a fierce spirit 

1 The charges which Cypri:tn himself proceedings which had commenced against 
brinp;s against him, (ep. 49,) if well found- him. And now, in order to evade the sen
ed, do, indeed, place him in the most unfa- tence which awaited him as soon as the 
vorable light; but these charges wear every pel'seeution was over, he excited all those 
appearance of being dictated by blind pas- agitations, of which we shall speak here~
sion, trusting in deceptive reports without ter, and separated himself from the doml
due investigation, and indulging a most un- nant church. How cleverly put toget~er, 
warrantable libert.y of dl'awing conclusions. yet how improbable is all this! Cyp~an 
A common method in controversies,-to himself durin'" the Decian persecutIOn, 
impute the worst motives to an opponent, still ree~gnizel'Novatus as a lawful ,Presby
and suppose them just as true as if one tel', see ep. 5. Now, for the first tIme, he 
conld read into his heart, yet without offer- knows of this man such wicked things as, 
ing the least evidence to justify the suppo· if they were true, would testify against the 
sition. Of Novatus, it was said, that he bishop who could suffer a man of such & 
was about to be arrah~ncd before an ecde- character to retain the office of presbyter. 
siastical court; his own conscience declared Cyprian does, indeed, bring forward facts 
him guilty; happily for him, the Decian aO'ainst him' but what vouches for the 
persecution broke out, and interrupted the t:'uth of thos~ facts 1 How would it have 
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of ecclesiastical freedom, spurned from him the yok~ of episcopal mon
archy.I This person, without authority from the bIshop, proceeded to 
ordain one of his followers, Felicissimus, a. man well calculated for the 
position of a zealous and enterprisi~g partIzal!' and who do~btless, by 
his personal relations, had great mfluence m. the commum~y, to the 
office of deacon in this his own church.2 CyprIan declares thIS act an 
encroachment on his episcopal rights; but it may have been the opinion 
of Novatus, on the principles of his presbyterian system, that as a pres
byter and presiding officer of th~ church, he w~s warrante~ so to pro
ceed. The right and the wrong ill the transactIOn was a pOl.nt certam~y 
not so clearly made out, at a time when the struggle betWIxt the ans
tocratic and monarchical forms of church government remained still 
undecided. Cyprian permitted Felicissimus to retain his office; 
whether it was out of deference to a powerful party, or whether it 
was not till later that he was induced, by the hostile proceedings of 
Felicissimus, to declare his ordination irregular and a violation of the 
episcopal authority. He avoided in the outset, as it should seem, to 
take any violent measures; he sought by indulgence and gentleness, 
with a prudence befitting the circumstances, to gain over his oppo
nents.a Perhaps his success would have been complete, if he could have 
exercised sufficient control over himself to follow out this course with 
patience; or if the Decian persecution, which broke out soon after, had 
not furnished the opposite party too inviting an opportunity to com

been possible for this man, if such accusa. 
tions could be justly laid agaiust him, to 
play the part he did 1 What is there which 
Idle tattle will not gradually set a going 
amidst party strifes of this kind 1 The op. 
ponents of Cyprian too, as we may infer 
from his letter to Pupianus, of which we 
shall speak hereafter, had said many hard 
thin!!!! against him. 

I §o far there may have been truth in 
Cyprian's statement, when he calls him, 
(ep. 49:) Fax et ignis ad conflanda sedi. 
tionis incendia. 

In order to a right understanding: of No
vatus' conduct in these disputes, it is im
portant to have the question settled, wheth
er he was one of the five pre"bvters who 
opposed Cyprhn from the beginning. Mos. 
helm has urged several objections aO'ainst 
this snpposition, the most weiO'hty of ~hich 
~e shall notice fU.rther along. The ques. 
tlOn, we must admit, cannot be decidM with 
absolute cerl3inty. But vet the whole con
nection of the history see'm~ to be in favor 
of the affirmative. In Cyprian's fifth letter 
alre~y cited, the names of four presbyter; 
are mtroduced, who brouKht him a petition. 
One of these, Fortunatus; belonO'ed accord
ing to Cyprian's own stateme;t, e'p. 55, to 
the number of the five presbyters. Now 
as. the name of Novatus occurs here along 
WIth that of Fortunatus, it is highly proba
ble that all the four presbyters, which seem 

in this case to have formed one party, were 
in fact no other than the old opposi lion par
ty, - the five presbyters or presbyterium 
Felicissimi. And in the repulsive answer 
which Cyprian gave to their petition, we 
may perhaps discern a new cause of their 
irril3tion against the bishop. A compari
son of what Cyprian says respecting the 
intrigues of Novatus, ep. 49, with what he 
says respecting the intrigues of those five 
presbytel's, ep. 40, and with what Pontius 
reports about the old adversaries of Cy
prian, speaks for the existence of but one 
anti-Cyprian party, which held together 
from the heginning, and in which Novatus 
occupied an important place. 

2 See Cyprian, cp. 49, of NovRtus: Qui 
Felicissimum satcllitem ,"um dia('onum, 
nee permittentc me nee sciente, sua facti one 
et ambitione, constituit. All !roes to show 
that this nomination of Felicissimus to the 
oflke of deacon prcecrled the s('hism of 
which he was the author j although the 
whole subject is im'olved in much obscurity 
on account of our imperfect knowledge of 
the circumstanee~. 

8 To this doubtle~s refers what Pontius 
says of Cyprian's conduct towards his op
ponents: Quibus tamen quanta levitate, 
quam patienter. quam benevolenter indul
sit, qnam clemcnter ignovit, amici5'imos 
e08 postmodum inter et necessal'ios eompu
tans, Inirantions multis! 
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mence a public attack on the man, whom from the first they had unwil. 
lingly seen placed at the head of the church government. 

We have already observed, that at the first beginning of this perse
cution, Cyprian retired for a while from his community. He had good 
reasons, indeed, as we then saw, to justify this step, and the best of all 
justifications was his subsequent martyrdom; but still it was a step 
which would always admit of being differently construed. The enemies 
of Cyprian were glad to look upon the thing in its worst light, and 
accused him of allowing himself to be influenced to violate his duties as 
a pastor, by motives of fear'! 

Besides this, the party opposed to Cyprian had many opportunities, 
arising out of events that transpired in the persecution, to increase the 
number of their followers, and to excite the minds of men against the 
bishop. N umbers, as we have already observed in our account of this 
persecution, had been induced by their fears, or compelled by torture, 
to resort to measures which were regarded as a virtual denial of the 
faith, and which actually excluded them from the communion of the 
church. But most of them were afterwards seized with compunctions 
of remorse, and longed to be restored to the community.of the breth· 
ren, and to the privilege of participating with them in the Lord's sup
per. The question now arose, whether their wishes should be complied 
with: - was their petition to be absolutely rejected, or should a middle 
course be pursued, by holding out to them, indeed, the hope of being 
restored to the fellowship of the church; but before the privilege was 
actually granted them, by subjecting their conduct to a longer proba
tion, and requiring evidence of continued penitence? Should the same 
course be pursued with all the lapsed, or should the treatment be 
varied according to the difference of circumstances and the character 
of the offences? The church at this time was still without any gene
rally acknowledged principles of church penance in cases of this sort. 
There was one party, who were for refusing to grant absolution, on any 
conditions, to such as had violated their baptismal vow by one of the so 
called mortal sins. Following that Jewish principle which did ~ot 
allow all duties to be regarded alike as duties to God, and all smS 
alike, as sins against God, men made an arbitrary distinction, - for 
which they cited as their authority the passage 1 Samuel ii. 25,- be
tween sins against God and against man; and to the former was rec~. 
oned every act of denying the faith, though the degree of guiltiness, If 
the denial was simply a yielding to the weakness of sense, might be far 
inferior to that involved in some of the so called sins against ma~. 
Cyprian, who was in the habit of calling Tertullian especially his 

We remarked at page 134, how doubt- learned that his adversaries had represent
fully the Roman clergy expressed them- ed his conduct in an unfavorable light at 
selves with regard to Cyprian's conduct; Rome, he considered it necessary to justify 
their words, " quod utique rede fieerit," in· himself by a correct account of the whole 
dicate that Cyprian's enemies had contrived conrse of the affair, and he writes thus to th~ 
to represent the matter in an unfavorable Roman clergy, ep. 14: Quoni~m co~pen, 
light. Hence Cyprian intimated a suspi- minus simpliciter et minus /idehter vobIS re
cion that this letter, in whieh passages oc· nuntiari, qUal hie a nobis et gesta sunt ~ 
eurred which were so strange to him, might geruntur. 
be a forgery, ep. 3. Mterwards, when he 

I 
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tea.cher,l might, perha.ps, from th~ study of that fath.e~s writin~, have 
received a bias towards the prinCIples of the more TIgId party wlth re
gard to penance. Many passages of his works, written previous to t~e 
Decian persecution, would lead us to conclude, that he was at fin:t ill 

favor of the principle of granting absolution to none who had commltted 
a morta.l sin; as, for instance, when he says,2 " The words of the ~rd, 
who warns while he heals, are 'Behold, thou art made whole; SID no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.' After he has bestowed 
health, he gives the rule of life; nor does he leave the man thenceforth 
to ~ander about as he lists; but as the man was bound to serve him 
by the very fact that he had been healed by him, our Lord threatens 
him with the greater severity; for the guilt is less, to have sinned before 
one has known the doctrines of the Lord, but when one sins after he has 
begun to know them, there is no place for forgiveness." 3 It may be 
said, perhaps, that Cyprian, in this case, meant simply to mark the 
greater criminality of a sin committed by a Christian, and that the 
passage is to be understood only in a relative sense; but assuredly more 
than this is implied in one of his positions laid down in the collection 
of Biblical Testimonies.4 "That to him who has sinned against God, 
no forgiveness can be granted in the church."" Besides the already 
cited paasages from the Old Testament,6 he quotes on this occasion that 
from the gospel, relating to the sin against the Son of man, and against 
the Holy Ghost; whence it is plain, how greatly he misunderstood these 
conceptions, and this antithesis. 

But if Cyprian was an advocate of this principle when he first en
tered on the episcopal office, yet, cherishing as he did the heart of a 
father towards his church, he could not fail to be shaken by the great 
multitude of the lapsed, who, sometimes with bitter tears of repentance, 
entreated him to grant them absolution. Must all these, many of 
whom, as for example, the libellatici, had fallen only from defect of 
knowledge, and others from simply yielding to the flesh under the 
severity of their tortures, remain forever excluded from the blessed 
community of their brethren, and, in Cyprian's view, from that church 
in which alone was to be found the way to heaven? The paternal 
heart of the bishop revolted at the thought, but he dared not act here 
upon his own responsibility. In this state of indecision, he declared 
that th~ !allen sho~d be received and exhorted to repentance; but that 
the declSlon of thelr fate should be reserved to that time when on the 
res~ration ~f pe~ce, the bishoJ?B, clergy. and churches, in j~int and 
cau~ous deliberation, after havmg exammed the question in all its 
~eanngs, should be able to uni~ ?n some common principles, in rela
tion to a. matter where every Christlan was so deeply interested. Be

1 According to Jerome, de vir. illusil'. oNon posse in ecclesia remitti ei, qui in
When he asked for 'rertullian's writings, Deum deliquit.
he ued to say to his 8ecretary, "Da magis. 6 The same texts which Cyprian quotes
irIIm." in the epistle to the cle~ of Cartbage

I De habitu virginum. ep. 9, on the subject of denial of the faith 
• NvJlG wnia u~t1'!' delinquere, P08tqlWll under persecution. So also in ep. 11 weDearn nosse CO!'p'18ti. find. the antithesis.: Minora delicta, qUal
• De teatimonlil, L m Co 28. non mlhum COlllll1lttuntur. _ 
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sides, there was a great difference between the offences of these fallen 
brethren. While some, merely to avoid the sacrifice of their worldly 
possessions, had, without a struggle, even hastened up to the altars of 
the gods; others had fallen only through ignorance, or under the force 
of torture. The disorders of the times made it impossible to examine 
carefully into the difference of offences, and the difference of moral 
character in the individuals. Moreover, those that had fallen should 
by practical demonstration of their penitence, render themselves worthy 
of re-admission to the fellowship of the church, - and the persecution 
itself presented them with the best opportunity for this. " He who 
cannot endure the delay," says Cyprian, "may obtain the crown of 
martyrdom. " 

It was under this view of the case he acted; directing all the lapsed 
who applied for absolution, to look forward with hope to the time for 
the restoration of tranquillity, when their cases should be examined. 
Bat some of the clergy, and as Cyprian afterwards learned, his old ad· 
versaries, espoused the interest of these men, and, instead of exhorting 
them to peace and order, according to the wishes of the bishop, con
firmed them in their importunate demands, availing themselves of this 
opportunity to foment the wished for division in the church. 

Had these lapsed individuals been upheld in their importunate de
mands by the presbyters opposed to Cyprian alone, without finding any 
other support, their resistance to the measures of the bishop would have 
been of less consequence. But now they found means to gain over to 
their C,1use a voice which in those days had great influence with the 
Christians, - the voice of those witnesses of the faith, who under the 
pains of torture had laid down their witness of the Lord, or who, after 
having hid down their testimony, confronted martyrdom. It was, in 
itself considered, altogether consonant with the spirit of Christianity, 
that the last legacy of these men should be a legacy of affection; that 
their last words should be an expression of love to their brethren; that 
they, who, after having victoriously sustained the conflict, were about 
to enter into glory, should show sympathy for their weaker brethren, 
who had fallen in the struggle; that finally, they should recommend 
these fallen to the charitable acceptance of the church. It was j~st 
and right, moreover, that the word of these witnesses of the faIth 
should be held in peculiar respect, provided only it were not forgotten, 
that they were sinful men, neeaing, like all others, the forgiveness of 
their sins, and that, so long as they were in the flesh, they had still to 
maintain the contest with the flesh; and provided only, these witnesses 
of the faith themsclyes had not forgotten this, and dazzled by the ex' 
cessive veneration which was paid them, had not been, on this very 
account, the more exposed to the lurking enemy with which even they, 
as sinful men, had still to contend, and turned"the momentary victory, 
gained by the grace of God, to the nourishment of a spiritual pride. 
Many fell under this temptation; and controversies were excited and 
nourished by such confessors. The poet Commodian, so distinguished 
for his moral enthusiasm, held it needful to remind such persons, that 
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even by their sufferings they could not expiate sin.1 There were con· 
fessors who, in an authoritative tone, gave to all applicants the peace 
of the 'church, and acted as if it needed only their word to exculpate 
and discharge the fallen. Many of the clergy, who, according to Cy. 
prian's advice, ought to have set them right and led them to humility, 
rather confirmed them in their delusion, and used them as tools in their 
intrigues against the bishop. By their peremptory declarations, oft· 
times vaguely expressed, as for example, " Let such an individual, with 
his," - an expression admitting of interpretations and applications 
without limit, -" be received to the fellowship of the church," they 
caused the bishop no slight embarrassment.2 Those who applied such 
vague declarations to themselves, now boasted that the confessors or 
martyrs had granted them absolution, and they would brook no delay, 
suffer no trial of their conduct. When Cyprian evinced the less dispo
sition to comply with their impetuous demands, in proportion to the 
want which they betrayed of true contrition and humility, he made him
self extremely unpopular by his resistance. On two sides, he appeared 
in an unfavorable light, on the side of his severity against the lapsed 
and of his lack of reverence for the confessors.s 

He fulfilled his duty as a pastor, by taking a firm and decided stand 
against the exaggerated reverence paid to these confessors, which might 
be a fruitful source of superstition, and against the false confidence in 
their intercession, leading men to feel secure in their sins. He made 
the confessors observe, that true confession was not an opus operatum, 
but that it must consist in the whole tenor of conduct. " The tongue," 
he said, "which has confessed Christ, must preserve its honor, pure 
and untarnished; for he who, according to our Lord's precept, speaks 
what tends to peace, to goodness and to truth, confesses Christ every 
day of his life." In warning them against false security and pride, he 
observes,4 " It must be your endeavor to carry out what you have hap
pily begun. It is but little to have succeeded in obtaining an advan
tage; it is more, to be able to preserve what you have obtained. Our 
Lord taught us this, when he said, 'Behold, thou art made whole-: sin 
no. more,. lest a worse thing come unto thee.' Think that he also says 
thIS to hIS confessor; 'Behold thou art made a confessor; sin 100 more 
lest a worse thing come unto thee.' In fine, Solomon and Saul and 
many others were able, so long as they walked in the ways of the Lord, 

1 See his Instrnctio, 47 : 
Impia martyrlbus odio roputantur in ignem, 
DiBtnrltur martyr, cujus est confetllsio talis, 
Expirui ma.1um nec sanguine fuso docetur. 

~ Communicet ilIe cum Buis. According 
to Cyprian, ep. 14, thousanrl~ of such "li
belli paeis" were daily issued by the con
fessors without examination. Tcrtullian, 
at the close of the second century, speaks 
already of this practice as a traditional 
one. "Pacem in ecclesia non habentes, a 
martyribus in car<'crc exorare fonsueve
runt." Ad martyr. c. I. As a Montanist 
he speaks earnestlr against the excessive 
abuse to which thIS practice was carried; 

VOL. I. 20 

Rnd intimates that many were ·made to feel 
secu~e in their sin by these libelli paeis, in
conSIderately bestowed Iiv the confessors 
de pudicitia, c. 22. Against the abuse; 
growing out of recommendatory letters of 
the c.onfessor~, spurious or genuine, the 
counCIl of ElvIrl\ speaks on this wise, c. 25 : 
Quod omnes sub hac nominis gloria passim 
concutiunt simplices. 

3 He gives us himself to understand how 
much he had to suffer ill this way, ep. 22: 
Laborantes hic nos et contra invidire impe
tum totis fidei viribus resistentes. 

• Ep. 6. 
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to retain the grace which was given them; but no sooner had they Wt 
the discipline of the Lord, than they were left also by his grace. 
hear that some are elated with pride; and yet it is written, ' Be net 
hiU'h-minded, but fear.' Our Lord' was led as a sheep to the slwug9l
te~; as a lamb before her shearers is dumb, so opened he not his mouth;' 
and is there anyone now, who lives by him and in him, that dares to 
be proud and high-minded, unmindful of the life which He led, and cf 
t,he doctrines which He has given us either by himself or by his apos
tIes? If the servant be not greater than his Lord, then let those that 
follow the Lord, humbly, peacefully and quietly walk in his footsteps: 
the more one abases himself the more shall he be exalted." 

When a certain confessor, Lucianus, professing to act" in the na,me 
of Paul, a martyr," and in obedience to his last injunctions, proceeded 
to bestow on the fallen the peace of the church, and to furnish them 
with the so called certificates of church-fellowship (libellos pacis,) Cy
prian refused to acknowledge their validity, and observed, "Although 
our Lord has given command that the nations shall be baptized and 
their sins forgiven in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost; yet this man, in ignorance of. the divine law, proclaims peace 
and the forgiveness of sins in the name of Paul ; - he does not consider 
that the martyrs make not the gospel, but the gospel, the martyrs."l 
He spoke on this point with the same emphasis in the discourse, 
already referred to, delivered on his return to his church.2 "Let DO 

man deceive himself, the Lord alone can show mercy. He alone elm 
bestow forgiveness of the sins which have been committed against him, 
who bore our sins; who suffered for us; whom God delivered up for 
our offences. The servant may not forgive a crime committed against 
his Master, lest the offender contract additional guilt, if he be unmind
ful of what is written, 'Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man.' 
We must address our prayer to the Lord, who has assured us he will 
deny those that deny him, who alone has received all judgment froUl 
the Father. The martyrs require something to be done; -but what 
they require must be written in the law of the Lord; - we must know, 
first of all, that they have obtained from God what they require; and 
then only can we do what they require; for it by no means follows, as 
a matter of course, that the Divinc Majesty will grant what a man haa 
promised. Either thc martyrs are nothing, if the gospel can be made 
void; or if the gospel cannot be made void, then they are not author· 
ized to act against the gospel, who by its means become martyrs. 
That man can neither say nor do anything against Christ, whose faith 
and hope, whose power and glory are nowhere but in Ohrist." 

Still Cyprian was not firm and consistent enough in his opposition to 
the extravagant respect paid to these witnesses of the faith. He was, 
to a .certain d~gree, carried away himself by the prevailing spirit of ~.e 
multltude, whiCh he ought to have controlled and guided by the splnt 
of the g~spel. When the summer heats of an African climate began 

1 Quod non martyrcs cvangelium fadant, 2 Senno de lapsis. 
Rcd per evangelium martyres tiant. Ep. 22. 
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W multiply 0a&e6 or sickness, he yielded so far as to grant ab~lution to 
those of the fallen who in sickness and the fear of death were earnestly 
desirous of the ~mmunion, and were depending on 8uch certificates 
givm tAns IJy wttnesSe3 of tk faitlt. 1 In his report. to the Roman 
church, he assigns as ~is reason for so d0!ng, that he wlshed by such a 
compliance in one partIcular, to assuage, ill some measure at least, the 
violence of the multitude, and so to counteract the plots of those who 
were at the bottom of the mischief, and to remove from himself the ob
loquy of refusing to the martyrs the ~espect which ~elonged to .them.2 

Thus by his half-way measures of reSIstance to the VIolence of thIS erro
neous tendency, and by his inconsistency, Cyprian did injury to the inter
ests of Christian truth a.nd to his own cause. If, on the one hand, he 
attacked with the weapons of truth that false confidence in the martyrs' 
intercession, on the other ha.nd, he supported it, by yielding his ground; 
for must not the recommendation of the martyr become possessed of a 
peculiar power and significance, as soon liB it was understood, that those 
only who were supported by such a recommendation, might in the hour of 
death, simply on 1M strength of thi8 recommendation, obtain the peace 
of the church and receive the communion, while it might easily happen 
that many who had not sought for this recommendation of the martyrs, 
were distinguished above those who had secured it, by their sincere 
contrition and penitence.2 Cyprian favored this conclusion, for which 
his conduct furnished so natural a pretext, by his peculiar form of 
expressing this concession, addressing it" to those, who by help of the 
martyrs may obtain succor from the Lord in their sins."s By this in
consistency, he laid open a weak spot to his enemies, of which they 
would not fail to take advantage. 

Another circUlnstance which must have particularly contributed to 
give a. more decided weight to the opposite party in their connection 
with ~e fallen, was the powerful voice of the Roman church, which 
had declared itself in favor of the milder principle, if not in its a.pplica.
tion to all the fallen, at least to those who were sick. Cyprian avowed 
also, in making his concession, that he WliB partly induced to this meas
ure by his respect for the Roman church, with which he did not choose 
to be at variance." But the proceedings of this church had been more 
consonant with the spi?t of evangelical truth, in directing the fallen to 
the one and only Mediator, and allowing of no other distinction among 
them, but that of a penitent or impenitent disposition.5 In their first 
letter addressed to the clergy at Carthage, the Roman church had said 
of the fallen, " We have, indeed, separated them from us, yet we have 
not left them to themselves; but we have exhorted them and do still 

1 Cyprian, ep. 11, 13 et I". QUIlt;" it W8S theret'ore this invidia which 
t Ep. 14.: "Ad illorum violentiam inte be feared.

rim qnoquo genere mitigandam -, cnm 8 Auxilio eorum &djuyari apud Domi'Viden!tar et bonor martyribv.. babeados, et num in delictis Buis possnnt.
eGrIlm qui omnia turbat)e cnpiebant, impe

t Ep. 14.. to the Roman clergy. Standum 
tus comprimendus." Of'the other lapai, on pntiwi et cum vestra sententia, ne aetu!the contrary, he says, ep. ] S: "Qui nullo noster, qui &dunatus esse et consentire circa libello a martyribus accepto Wid_ Ia- ODlIIIia debet, in aliquo discreparet. 

6Ep. ~ 
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exhort them to repent, if peradventure they may obtain forgiveness from· 
Him who alone can bestow it. We do this, lest they should beconte 
worse, if deserted by us. If such persons are attacked by sickness, 
become penitent for their offences, and anxiously desire the communion, 
they should certainly be assisted." 

Yet by the Christian prudence manifested in the rest of his conduct, 
where he understood how to unite mildness with energy; by instruc
tions and friendly paternal representations, winning over the better 
disposed among the confessors; by the firmness with which he main
tained his ground against the presbyters who were so obstinate in their 
opposition; by the love and esteem in which he stood with the majority 
of the church, the bishop Cyprian scemed to have succeeded in restoring 
tranquillity at Carthage, and he was rejoicing in the hope, as the Decian 
persecution began to wane in its violence, of returning back to the 
church from which he had been painfully separated for a year, and of 
being able to celebrate with his flock the Enstcr of the year 251. But 
ere his hopes could be realized, he had to learn that the intrigues of 
the opposite party were too deeply laid, and too closely and firmly in
terwoven, to admit of being so easily destroyed. The fire which was 
smouldering on in secret, wanted but a favorable occasion to break 
forth into an open flame. This occasion Cyprian himself presented by 
the exercise of his episcopal power in an important matter. 

Before he returned to his church, he had sent two bishops and two 
presbyters, as his deputies, with full powers to hold a visitation. They 
were to give to the poor of the church, who on account of their age or 
sickness could do nothing for their own support, so much out of the 
church treasury as might be necessary for the supply of their bodily wants. 
They were to add to the earnings of those who had a trade, but could 
not gain from it enough for their subsistence, or who wanted money to 
purchase the tools and stock neccssary for their employments, or who 
had been interrupted in their business by the persecution, and were 
now wishing to commence it again, so much as might be needed in 
these several cases. Finally, they were to draw up a schedule ?f all 
the poor, who were to be supported out of the church funds, WIth a. 
notice of their different ages, and of their behavior during the persecu
tion, in order that the bishop, whose care it was, might become aceu
~tely acqu~inted with them all, and might promote the worthy, and as 
IS here particularly specified, the meek and the J6umble, to such places 
in the service of the church, as they might be found qualified to fill. 
The last of these arrangements promised the followinO' advantages,
that the abilities of such persons would be suitably ~mployed in the 
llcrvice of the church; that they would secure for themselves an ade
quate support; and that, at the same time, a burden would be removed 
from the church funds. The qualifications to which particular attention 
was to be ~irect~d, na~ely, meekness and humility, were peculiar!y 
needful, durmg thIS penod of ferment and uneasiness in the church, 1ll 

those who entered into its service, that the peace of the church might 
be restored on a solid foundation, and the first germs of division sup
pressed. The presbytenan party opposed to Cyprian may not have admit
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ted the bishop's right to ord€'r such a .c~~rch visita~ion, or distribution of 
the church funds, on his own respoIlSlblhty, and without. the concurrence 
of the whole ~res~yterial college; or they may have disp~te.d, at least, 
the right in Uyprian, inasmuch as they were no ~onger wIllmg to oW? 
him as their bishop' at any ra.te it would be qUIte contrary to theIr 
plans, should. he su~cessfully ca~y thr~ugh suc~ an act of episcopal 
authority, which must tend to confirm his pow;r In the church~ to bmd 
the church more closely to himself, and thus gIve strength to hIS party. 
At the head of the opposition in this instance a:ppea~ed the. deacon 
Felicis8imua. His official character alone would glve hIm conSIderable 
influence with a portion of his community, for in the ~hurch of North 
Africa as well as in the nearly related church of Spam,! the deacons 
had more power than they possessed in other countries. Besides, 
from circumstances of which we have no accurate knowledge, he had 
become an influential organ of his party, thought he was entitled, 
especially, perhaps, because part of the church funds was entrus.ted. to 
his care,2 to put in his word in a matter that concerned the apphcatIOn 
of the money of the church. He employed all his arts of persuasion, 
his influence and power, to excite a general spirit of determined oppo
sition to this episcopal ordinance. He declared in particular to the 
poor belonging to the church of N ovatus, over which he had been made 
deacon, that he should contrive means without fail, of providing for all 
their wants; and threatened, in case they a.ppeared before those episco
pal commissioners, that he would never admit them to the commlmion 
in his church.3 This church now became the general resort of all the 

1 CondI. miberit. c. 77: Diaconus regens ble testimony against them. An indepen
plebem. dent application of that p01tion of the cburch 

2 Tbat in the North African cburch, it fonds which was deposited in this filial 
belonged to tbe deacons to keep and man community, - an applieation of them which, 
age the chul'{'h funds, we learn from the with the views they entertained of their re
49th letter of Cyprian, where it is brought lation to the bibhop, they may haye thought
as a cbarge against a deacon, that ecclesi· themselves warranted to make, - an appli
AStical pecunire sacrilega fraude subtractre cation suitcd pcrhaps to the objects and 
et viduarum a.e pupillorum deposita dene ends of their party, may bave been repre
gats.. And this was the case not onlv in sented hy Cyprian as embezzlement. At 
North Africa, but also in the churches of an all events, the wnnt of an impartial state
entirely different quarter of the world; as ment of the whole matter leaves it impos
we learn from Origen's complaints of those sible to assert any thing here with confi
deacons who enriched themseh-es at the ex dence.
}lense of the church, (in Matth. T. XVI. S Every thing here depends on the cor
c. 22 :) 01 fl" l<aA&r &,,,<ovot OWtKOVvrer ru rect reading and interpretation of those dif
Tqr el<l<A1}uiar ;rpr;p.am, aA.A' ad fl/;V mvm ficnlt words in Cyprian, ep. 38: "commi
"'1}A.a~Wvrer, W KaAWr oe aVTu olKovoflovv natus, quod secum in morte," or "in monte rcr, oiUtl (1tJpeVoVrtr TOV VOfltt;oflcVOV 11'AQii non communicarent, qni nohis obtemperare 
TOV I<cU .tpiJp.a'Nl, lva lI'Aovrootv all'o TWV voluissent." According to the reading" in 
fir AOYov '"""',to/v OtOOflEVtJV, oin-vt elUtv ol morte," the meaning might be either, if the 
I<OA.Av{Jiarat Tpall'it;ar ,tP1)flUTWV lxovrer, phrase" in morte " be referred to Felicissi
.ir Karia-rpcop'" "'I'Il1Ovr. It is with refer mus, that at his own death he would not 
ence to this fact, that Felicissimns is ac. acknowledge them as Christian brethren, 
clISed of "fraudes" and .. rapiore," ep. 55. wonld pronounce them excluded. from 
Pecunire commi~sre sibi fmudator. Similar church fellowship, - in other words, wouhl 
charges were brought against NovatuB, the never be reconciled to them; - in which. 
presbyter and presiding offil'er of the com to seecase, however, it would be difficult 
munity in which Felicissimus had been ap how a threat of this kind conld be so dread
poiuted deacon. Truc, these accnsations ful a thing to the Christians at Carthage;
against both, from the mouth of their ene or, what would be a more natural construc
my Cyprian, cannot be considered as crcdi tion, the phrase "in morte" being referred 
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lapsed who were unwilling to wait with patience till the whole matter 
relating to their case could be decided. Here, without any preparation, 
they were admitted to the communion - here was the rallying point of 
all the disaffected - a circumstance which must have been attended 
with the most disastrous effects on the discipline and order of the com
munity. 

It was these troubles which induced Cyprian to defer his return to 
Carthage until after the Easter of 251. He chose this particular time, 
because he could reckon on meeting at that time the other bishops of 
North Africa, who would be there assembled at the annual synod. 
This secured to him two advantages; -united with the collective body 
of his North African colleagues, he would be enabled to take a firm 
stand against the refractory; and certain settled principles having been 
fixed upon, after mature' deliberation, by the synod, with regard to the 
proper treatment of the lapsi, he might hope that a limit would be set 
generally to the hitherto wavering practice of the North African 
church with regard to penance. In this council of the North Afric&Il 
church, it was resolved to adopt a middle course between that exces
sive severity which cut off the lapsed from all hope, and a lax indul· 
gence in complying with their wishes; to maintain the soundness of 
church discipline, and yet not drive the lapsed to despair by an uncon· 
ditional refusal of absolution and re-admission to the church, whereby 
they might be led at length to abandon themselves to their lusts, or ~ 
sink back again into paganism. First, the different character of the 
offences should be carefully investigated,! and to aU, not excepting even 
the sacrificati, who gave evidence by their conduct of a truly penitent 
spirit, the communion was to be granted, at least in cases of mortal 
sickness. Should such persons recover, they were not to be deprived 
of the privilege they had obtained by the gmce of God, but might re
main in the fellowship of the church.2 When afterwards the persecu
tion was renewed with increased violence, another indulgence, prompted 
by Christian charity and wisdom, was conceded, namely, that the c()m
munion should be granted to all who had given evidence by their conduct 
of true penitence, so that they might not enter the conflict unarmed, 
but strengthened by communion with the Lord's body.s But they who 
had not given the least evidence of repentance in any, of their conduct, 

to the suhject undcrstood in "communica· 
rent," thc mcaning might be that they, at 
their own death, should not be admitted hv 
'lim to the fellowship of the church, should 
not rcceive fl"Om him, as deacon, whose of
fice it was to convcy the con~ccrated ele
ments to the sick, the communion of the 
supper. The latter intcrprctation give, "
good sense, if we hear in mind, thnt Feli
dssimus was .Iellcon of a particu),\r pnrish 
church, an(l that he was well agreed with 
Novntus the presbyter and pastor of this 
church, so thnt it was in his power 10 reo 
fuse the communion to those who dwelt in 
this pllrt of the diocese. An analogous 
sense results, if the reading ""in monte" be 
adoptcd. In this ease, we must suppose 

that the community over which Novatu! 
and :Felicissimus were placed, resided on an 
eminence in or ncnr by Carthage, - and 
hence we might be reminded of the Mon· 
tense<, the Donatists at Rome, who were 
so called from their place of assembly, 
which was situated on a hill. Felicissimua 
threatened to exclude those that complied 
with the requisition of Cyprian, from com' 
munion in this c1111l'ch. 

1 The different degree of guilt in the 
sacrificafi, aceordinO' to the different ways 
in whieh thel had been induced'to re
nounce the faIth; lind so also in the libel· 
latici. 

2 Ep. 52. 
8 Ep. 54. 
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and first expressed a desire for the communion whcn on thc. sick bed, 
should not then receive it because it was not sorrow for sm, but the 
fear of approaching death' which had prompted the dcsire, and he w~ 
not deservin<l" of consolation in death, who had not thought of death till 
it was near ~t hand. In this explanation, it certainly is not difficult to 
perceive the truly Christian effort to fix men's attention on the nature 
of true repentance, and t{) warn them against the error of reposing 
confidence on the opus operatum of absolut~on and the c.oIJ?mut.tion.l 
But as we see, the synod allowed itself, by thIS purely ChnstIan mter
est, to be led into the mistake of pronouncing a sentence, too harsh .and 
indiscriminate in this general form, on those who first expressed s~gns 
of penitence at the hour of death; for although such repentance mIght 
in most cases be false, resulting from mere sensuous impressions, yet in 
some cases, known only to the Omniscient, it might also be true. And 
it is clear that the synod might hMe secured its object without resort
ing to this unwarranted decision, by a more correct and clearer exposi
tion of the nature of absolution in relation to the forgiveness of sin, as. 
we have already explained. At this church assembly, sentence of con
demnation was passed on the party of Felicissimus; and Cyprian, 
united with the bishops of North Africa, succeeded in putting an end 
to the schism. 

It is true, the parly did not at once give up their opposition. They 
sought to extend their influence in this part of the church; and several 
of the African bishops, who were at variance with their other colleagues, 
or who had been deposed for their bad conduct, united themselves to 
this party. They chose in the place of Cyprian, as bishop of Carthage, 
Fortunatus, one of the five disorderly presbyters. They sent delegates 
to Rome for the purpose of gaining over to their side this principal 
church of the West, and there demanded a hearing of the charges 
which they had to bring against Cyprian; but they were unable to dis
solve the bond of friendship existing between the two most influential 
bishops of the West, although their clamors excited a momentary sen
sation. In a letter expressing in a remarkable manner the spirit of the 
episcopal theocracy, - a theocracy that savored more of Judaism than 
of Christianity,2- Cyprian urged the Roman bishop to defend against 
the schismatics the unity of the church founded on the union of the 
bishops. In the same letter, he strenuously contends also for the inde
pendence of the bishops in their own dioceses. "Since it has been 
decided by us all," he writes, "and is, moreover, just and right that 
every man's cause should be examined into on the spot where the ~ong 
has been done, and since his own part of the flock has been allotted to 
each pastor, which he is ,to guide and govern as one who must render to 
~ ~rd an af:count of his stewardship j those who are under our juris
diCtIon. ought not to be su!Tered to go where they please, and by their 
deceptlOns and effrontery mterrupt the harmony of the united bishops 
but they should be obliged to prosecute their causes where accuse~ 
and witnesses of their offences can be had." 

1 Ep. 52 
2 Ep. 55 ad Cornel. 
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It is clear even from this exhibition of the case, in which. we ha.ve
been able to use the reports of only one party as the sources of our in
formation, that Cyprian's conduct in this controversy was not wholly 
free from reproach; and we should, perhaps, find still more to censure, 
were it in our power to compare together the reports (,f the opposite. 
parties. In this regard, a letter of Cyprian,l addressed to one of the 
opposition, FIorentius Pupianus, who having maintained a good confes
sion under the pains of torture, stood in high authority as a martyr, ia 
particularly deserving of notice; for this letter is in answer to another, 
and hence we may gather from it, what Pupianus had to object against 
Cyprian. Although not free from that error of the separatist tendency 
which attaches undue importance to the subjective views and feelings, 
yet he appears to have been a pious, well-meaning man, - certainly not 
disinclined to hearken to reason. He had referred to many charges 
against Cyprian, of which we possess no further distinct information. 
He asserted that he was at a loss to say what he would not part with, 
sooner than enter into terms of fellowship with him as a bishop.2 Ih 
reminds him that priests should be humble, as even our Lord and his 
apostles were humble.3 

Cyprian, by virtue of a tendency of mind not uncommon in North 
Africa, was inclined to lay too gren,t stress on unusual psychological 
phenomena, on presentiments, visions and dreams, and was thus ex· 
posed to many delusions. He doubtless insisted on the voice of the 
Spirit, which he pretended to have heard on these occasions, where he 
ought to have maintained his positions on rational grounds; but Pupian 
disdained these evidences.4 

The way in which Cyprian replied to this person was certainly not 
calculated to remove his scruples. Without entering at all into the 
matter of his opponent's charges, Cyprian continually insists on the 
same thing, - the. inviolable authority of the bishop ordained of God,
and declares it impiety for any man to set up himself as a judge over 
the judicium Dei et Christi. He maintains that, as the bishop stands 
in fellowship with the entire church, so the church rests on the bishop; 
and whoever separates from the bishop, separates from the church.6 

His hierarchical arrogance inspired in him dreams and visions, which 
he pronounced divine revelations. He pretended that he had heard II 
divine voice, saying, "He that believes not Christ who appoints the 
priest, will be compelled to believe him when he avenges the priest." 6 

He brings in proof of the necessity of the obedience to be rendered to 
the bishop, the fact that even the bees had a queen which they obeyed, 
and robbers, a captain whom they followed in all things. Moreover,. 
the way in which he appeals to the testimony of Christians and pagans 

1 Ep. 69. words: Quanquam sciam somnia ridicuIa 
2 This we gather from Cyprian's answer: et visiones ineptas videri. 

Dixisti, scrupulum tibi esse tollendllm de o Unde scire debes, episcopum in ~ccl!" 
animo, in quem incidisti. sia esse, et ccclesiam in episcopo; et 81 qUi' 

8 Sacerdotcs hllmiles esse debore, quia et cum episcopo non sit, in ecclesia non esse. 
Dominus et Apostoli CjllS hllmiles fuerunt. 6 Qui Christo non credit sacerdotem fa

'.As may be inferred from Cyprian's cienti, postea credere incipiet, sa<'Alrdotem 
vindicanti. 
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concerning his humility, is not exactly suited to refute what Pupian had 
said respecting his want of that virtue.1 

• • 
When Cyprian wrote the above mentIOned letter, In the y.e~r 253 

or 254, - for according to his own .account he had then ~drmmstere.d 
the episcopal office for a period of su years, - the conventICles of tills 
party, where the holy supper wa~ dist.ribllted, stil! remained open.2 

Puplan had reproached him also wIth thIS, that by hIS fault a part was 
separated from the whole community.3 Comr;nodian, '~ho wr~te ~is 
Christian Admonitions at a somewhat later penod, considered It still 
needful to combat this separatist tendency, which, as usually happens, 
perhaps continued to be cherished for a short time even after the occa
sion was forgotten which first called it forth. He rebukes those who 
see the motes in others' eyes, but cannot discern the beam that is III 

their own.4 

The second schism had its origin in the Roman church; and as in 
the suppression of the first, Cornelius of Rome cooperated with Cyprian 
of Carthage, so in this we see Cyprian joined with Cornelius in maintain
ing the church unity. This latter division, like the fonner, sprung out of 
a. controversy relating to the choice of a bishop, and from the collision 
of opposite opinions respecting the proper administration of church pen
ance; but with this difference, that in the first case, the schism pro
ceeded from the laxer party, in the last, from the more rigid one. The 
immediate occasion which led to the actual outbreak of this as well as 
the other schisms, were various occurrences which took place during 
the persecution of Decius. We have already observed, that in the Ro
man church, the prevailing inclination was on the whole to the milder 
principle in regard to the matter of penance; but there was also in that 
church a more rigid party, at the head of which stood Novatian, an 
eminent presbyter, who had acquired celebrity as a theological writer. 

For the rest, we possess but scanty means of accurate information 
with regard to the character of this man, - not enough to enable us to 
form any certain conclusions as to the relation of his views on this ques
tion and of his whole conduct in this affair to the peculiar bent of his 
disposition; for the sayings of exasperated enemies, and representations 
which every where bear the marks of passionate exaggeration, are of 
course entitled to no credit. When we endeavor to separate the facts 
at bottom from the distorted and spitefnl representations of Novatian's 
opponents, th~ following presents itself as the most probable state of the 
case. Novatian had been thrown, by fierce conflicts within from an 
earnes~ frame of mind into one of those states, usually con~idered in 
those times as a demoniacal possession. This was for him, as it was for 

1 Humilitatem meam et fratres omnes et dam communicarc se credunt. 
gentiles quoque optime novunt et diligunt· 8 Serips/l;ti quoque, quod ecclcsia nunc 
et tu quoquc noveras et dili!!'Cbas, cum ad: propter me portioncm sui iu dispenso ha
hue in ecclesia esscs et me;um communi-· beat. 
cares. • f Cap 66: 

J As Cyprian himself gives us to under Dlspo~lt.u~ tempus "~njt nostris. Pax est in orbe 
stand, when he says: Frustra sibi blandiri Et rUlna Bunui blandiente seculo premit 
eos, qui, pacem cum sacerdotibus Dei non PrECipitie populi, quem in schism" mi.i.tls. 

COMpicitis stipulam cohrerentem in oculis D0stri81habeute8, obrepunt ct latenter apud quos. Et "eatrIs In ocuJis non vultls cernere trabem. 
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so many others of that period, the hard way to faith. It was to the 
prayer of an exorcist of the Roman church, that he,-who had perhapi 
already been touched in various ways by the power of Christianity,_ 
owed his restoration for the moment. From this violent convulsion of 
his whole being, he fell into a severe sickness, whence first resulted hill 
entire and radical cure_ In the course of this sickness his faith be
came established, and seeing death near at hand, he received babtism 
on the sick bed. He found in Christianity peace, rest and sanctifying 
power. As he became distinguished for stedfastness in faith, clearness 
of Christian knowledge, - of which his writings bear witness, - for a 
happy faculty of teaching and for an ardor in the pursuit of holiness, 
which afterwards led him to the ascetic life, the bishop Fabian ordained 
him presbyter, overlooking the fact that he had first made profession of 
lUs faith and been baptized on the bed of sickness. The Roman clergy 
were dissatisfied, from the first, with this procedure; because they held 
to the letter of that church law, which required that no individual ba.~ 
tized on the sick bed, - no clinic us, - should receive ordination; but 
the wiser Fabian decided more according to the spirit than according 
to the letter of this law,l for its object was simply to exclude from the 
spiritual order those who had been induced to receive baptism without 
true repentance, conviction and knowledge, in the momentary agitar. 
tion excited by the fear of death. In N ovatian's case, every appre
hension of this kind was removed by his subsequent life. For a season, 
he exchanged the active life of a practical ecclesiastic for the noiseless 
seclusion of the ascetic; but afterwards, perhaps not till he had made 
up his mind to place himself at the head of a party, he was induced 
once more to resume the active duties of his office.2 . 

1 As this is expressed in the 12th canon 
of the council held at Neo Cresarea, A. D. 
314; for after it had been here declared, 
that a person baptized in sickness could not 
be consecrated as a prcshyter, it W<1S as
signed as a reason, " that such faith did not 
spring from free conviction, but was forced," 
(oble I:K 1rpOaLpfrrw~ yap fJ 1rirrT(r aVToii, 
UAA' 1:; (lV'tyKTJr.) Hcnce too, an exception 
was made, viz. unless it might be permitted 
on account of his subsequent ze<tl and faith, 
(OUt 7~V J.leTU raura avrov O'1T'ovoqv Kat 
""O'TW.) This exception might apply to 
Novatian. 

2 It is particulnrly important to compare 
here the synodal lettcr of Cornelius, bishop 
of Rome, to Fabius, bishop of Antioch. A 
fragment of it has been preserved by Eu
sebius, (I. VI. c. 43.) This lctter deserves 
notice as illustrating that tendency of the 
church spirit to confound the outward with 
the inner life, which became, at an early 
period, so markedly prominent, especially 
at Rome. It is urged as an objection 
against N ovatian, that his restomtion from 
a demoniaeal frenzy, (see above,) as it was 
called, by exorcists of the Roman church, 
had been the means of his conversion. 
Whether this were the case or not, that 

surely could bring no reproach on Nova· 
tian's character as a Christian, which be· 
longed simply to the means whereby he 
had been led to embrace Christianity. Not 
less wanting in good sense than unworthy 
of a Christian, was the repl'oaeMul lan
guage of Corneliu., that Satan was the oe: 
casion of Novatian's faith, (~y' u~oPf''' TOV 
1rLO'TClmaL ytyovrv 0 O'aravur;) as if the 
works of the evil one must not oft.en be
come suhservient to the foundation and in
erense of the kin<Tdom of God. After bis 
restoration from this demoniacal disease, it 
is ohjected again, t.hat he fell into a severe 
fit of sipkness, (which may be very natural
ly explained j the crisis in his whole organ
ic system, for which he was in.debted l?tbe 
restomtion from that frenzy-hke condltiO~ 
was the cause of the sickness,) and that In 
the apprehension of death, he received bal?' 
tism, but baptism only by sprinkling, ~.blB 
condition required, (the baptismus ChOICO
rum not being, according to the usual pyac:' 
tice of those times, by immersion,) If It 
could be said, indeed, that such a onc had 
beeu baptized at all. It is objected, more
over, that subsequently he received none of 
those rites which should have been bestow
ed on him according to the usages of the 
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Some slight hints of Cypria~ by no means suffic: to ~roye that No
vatian, previous to his conversI?n, ha.d. be~n a. stOl? phil?s~ph~r, and 
that the spirit of the stoic moralIty, mIxmg III wIth hIS ChristIanIty, had 
produced that severe tone of thinking which distinguished .him on these 
matters. His principles admit of so natural .an e~planatlOn fr?m t~e 
sternness of his Christian character, he acted III thIS case so entIrely m 
the spirit of a whole party of the church in his time, that there is the 
less need of attempting to derive them from some outward source, for 
which there is not the least ground of historical evidence.! . 

Here a question arises of considerable importance, as the right an
swer to it would materially assist us in forming a judgment both as to 
the matters in dispute, and as to the character of N ovatian. It is 
this, - whether his opposition was, in the first place, to Cornelius as 
bishop, or to the milder principles of church penance. Accor?ing to 
the accusations of his passionate opponents, we must, indeed, suppose, 
that in the outset he was striving, from motives of ambition, after the 
episcopal dignity, and was thence induced to excite these troubles and 
throw himself at the head of a party. If it could be proved, that dur
ing the Decian persecution he still belonged to the milder party, it 
might in this way be made to appear probable, that he had been driven 
to those extremes by outward causes of excitement. Now the Roman 
clergy, in the time of the Decian persecution, and while they WBre 
without a bishop, sent to Cyprian, bishop of Carthage,2 a letter in 
which he was informed of their decision, that absolution ought to be 

church,-not ('onfinnation by the hand of 
the bishop. "How tlten could he possibly 
have received the Holy Ghost?" All this is 
SO wholly characteristic of the outwardness 
and passionate slavery to prejudice of the 
hierarchical spirit then acquiring strength 
iu the Roman church! A bishop of Rome, 
probably Fabianus, - the letter goes on to 
say,-ordained him presbyter, against the 
wishes of the rest of the clergy, who ob· 
jected to the ordination of a person who 
had been baptized by sprinkling, on a sick 
bed. The bishop, (probably a man of more 
liberal spirit,) wished in this case to make 
an exception. Cornelius again objects to 
him, that during the persecution, he had 
shut himself up in a chamber, out of fear; 
and was unwilling to leave it, to perform 
the dutics of his office in behalf of such as 
needed his help. When his deacons asked 
him to do this, he turned them off with the 
reply, that "he was the friend of another 
philosophy." We can here, to be sure 
merely conjecture what the fact at botto~ 
is, whIch lies under the distorted represen. 
tation of Cornelius's hatred. By the hepa 
~1").0f1orpta, is to be nnderstood, probably 
the seduded life of the ascetic as compared 
to that of the practical ecclesiastic. Nova. 
tian may have retired, for a season into 
solitude, and withdrawn himself from' pub. 
lic oer.upations. This is in keepino- with 
the austere character Which expresBe~ itself 

iu his principles of penitence; and he might, 
as an ascetic, too, stand in high considera
tion with the church. Novatian may have 
been wrong in this respect, that by the mis
leadings of a false asceticism, he forgot Chris
tian charity, and was unwilling to leave his 
spiritual quiet and solitude, to serve the 
brethren who needed his priestly offices; 
but Cornelius may have allOWed himself to 
invent for his conduct on this occasion, 
another motive, inconsistent with Nova
tiau's character. 

1 It is by no means clear, that Novatian'~ 
opponents seriously thought of deriving his 
peculiar views from any such source as 
this. When Cyprian objects to these views, 
that they are more stoic than Christian, (ep. 
52 ad Antonian,) this naturally refers to 
their character only, and not to their ori
gin; and when he upbraids him, ",J actet se 
licet et philosophiam vel eloquentiam 8uam 
superbis vocibus prredicet," the first alludes 
perhaps to the Tpi!3(,Jv, the pallium of the 
UITIC1/T1/r, (see the preceding note,) or to the 
fame of a distinguished dogmatic writer 
which Novatian had acqnired as author 
of the work De regula fidei, or De trinitate. 
Thus too, Cornelius speaks of him in the 
above cited letter, as OVTOr {; OOYflaTirrrr,r, 
" riir tlC"},,7JlTcaf1T11C~r trrUITiJfl7Jr vrrepaf11r1.
Il'Tiir· 

~ Ep. 31. 
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granted at the extremity of death to all lapsed persons who maWeited 
true penitence; - a decision at variance with the principles of the IiI9Ie 
rigid party, according to which all who had been convicted of peeetta 
mortalia should be unconditionally excluded from church absolutma. 
And yet, according to Cyprian's testimony, this letter was composed by 
Novatian.1 But even if Cyprian's accouut be entirely correct, ytt 
from a letter setting forth the common decision of a college of presby
ters, no certain inference can be drawn with regard to the suujectiYe 
opinion of the individual who composed it; for nothing else needed-to 
proceed from him besides the form and style of composition. It may 
be, that Novatian at this time submitted to the voice of the majority, 
which he afterwards felt himself bound to oppose. By the same letter, 
in fact, notice was also given, that a settled decision on these contPo
verted matters should finally be made, at the restoration of peace, aDd 
after a new bishop had been chosen. N ovatian, although himself in
clined to the severer principles~ might the more readily yield for the 
moment, in the hope of being able to succeed, when the matter shoold 
be discussed preparatory to the final decision, in procuring an authori
tative sanction of his own prineiples. In the same letter, too, he egr

presses himself doubtfully enough with regard to the significancy of tJle 
absolution imparted in such cases, -" God only knows," he says, "how 
he will dispose of such, and by what rule he will judge them;" 2 11m
guage which intimates the writer's own opinion, that absolution could 
not with propriety be granted to such persons; that they should only 
be recommended to the divine mercy, and the decision of their fate 
left with God; although we would not deny that one might exprees 
himself thus from the position of the milder party, in the consciousness 
of the deceptive nature of all outward signs of penitence.8 If Novatian 
generally performed at this time the function of secretary to the Roman 
church,4 he must be considered as the writer also of a somewhat earlier 
letter,5 composed in the name of the Roman clergy, in which the same 
principles are expressed as in the second. Supposing this to be so, then 
what we have just said respecting the relation of the writer's own opin
ions to the views expressed in the communication of a public body, must 
be applied also to this letter.6 It was never objected to Nov!l.tian, that 

1 He says, for instance, ep. 52, of this let
ter: Novatiano tunc scribente ct quod scrip
serat, sua voce recitante. 

2 Deo ipso sciente, quid de talibus faciat 
et qllaliter judicii sui examinet pondera. 

8 See Cyprian, ep. 52: Si nos aliquis 
poonitentire simulationc dcluserit, Deus, qui 
non deridetur, et qui cor hom in is intuetur, 
de his qure nos minus perspcximus, judicet, 
ct Bervorum suorum sentemiam Dominus 
emendet. 

t Which, however, cannot be certainly 
inferred from the testimony of Cyprian, al
ready cited. For it i. left doubtful, wheth
er it was by a mere accident that Novatian 
composed that letter, or whether he wrote 
it in his official capacity. We must allow 
it, however, to be not Improbable, that the 

theological author, in a church where leMll
ing and talent for composition were not 80 

common, would be made the church secrs
tary. 

o The letter we have cited already at page 
134, note 1, and page 226, note l. 

6 In this letter, too, the subjective opinion 
of the writer may gleam through the. !an
gUllge, where he speaks of rile adm?nItlQIIS 
given to the fallen: "Ipsos cohortatl Bumus 
et hortamur, agere pcenitentiam, si quo 
modo indul<>cntiam poterunt recipere ab eo 
qui potest prrestare," - though the w~rds 
do not neceJJsarily express as much. In the 
severity of tone with which this le~ter speaks 
of those hishops that forsook theIr commu
nities, we might likewise recognize tbo sen
timents of the more rigid Novatilln. 
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his la.ter vins contnrdicted the conVictions he had earlier expressed; 
and it admits of being easily expl~ed, how it should happen that th.e 
opposition of the more rigid party did not a~sume.a bolder fo~ until 
the close of the persecution, when the delibera~ons respectmg. the 
treatment of the lapsi commenced, and when the milder party obtamed 
a. leader in the person of their .bishop Cornelius. We. h.ave t.he. less 
reason to doubt, that it was hIS zeal for the more ngId prmciples 
which inspired Novatian from the first, because they accorded so per
fectly with his character. The accusations of his opponents should not 
be suffered to embarrass us; for it is the usual way with the logical 
polemics, to trace schisms ~d he~esies to some outward, unhallo,,!ed 
motive, even where there IS no eVIdence at all that any such motIve 
bas existed.' Novatian had on some occasion solemnly declared, after 
the Roman bishopric was vacated by the death of Fabian, that he would 
not be a. candidate for the episcopal digIlity - an office to which per
haps, on account of the high respect entertained for him, as an ascetic 
and a divine, by a large portion of the community, he might easily have 
a.ttained. But he said he had no longing for that office. We have no 
reason, with -the bishop Cornelius, to accuse Novatian in this case of 
falsehood. He could say this with perfect sincerity; he, the quiet, 
loving ascetic, the theologian glad to be left undisturbed to his dog
matic speculations, surely had no wish to burden himself with an office 
so overwhelmed with cares as that of a Roman bishop had already be
come. . Cornelius knows, indeed, that he secretly aspired after the 
episcopal dignity; but. whence had Cornelius the faculty to penetrate 
thus into the secret feelings and inmost recesses of his opponent's 
heart ? Cyprian himself intimates, that a party strife conce7"ldng prin
ciple., in the outset wholly objective, had preceded; and it was not 
until this dispute made a schism inevitable, that the opposite party set 
up another bishop, as their chief, against Cornelius.1 Inspired by his 
ascetic zeal, Novatian was only contending for what he conceived to be 
the purity of the church, and against the decline of discipline, without 
wishing or seeking for anything besides. Settled ill his own convic
tions, zealous in the defence of them, but averse, by natural disposition 
to everything that savored of a boisterous outward activity, he was' 
a~~ h!s owp. ~, made the head of a party by those who agreed 
With him m pnnclples, and compelled by them to assume the episc&pal 
dignity. In this regard, he could say with truth, in hia letter to Die
nysius bishop of Alexandria, " that he had been hurried on ana:imt hi8
wiu."a J 

The ~ who, properly, w~ the m~nfJ 80ul of this party, and 
to whose influence, doubtless, It was owmg, that they broke entirely 
with Cornelius and created another bishop for themselves came from 
a different quarter. NovatuB, the Carthagenian presby~r who had 
been the chief instiga.tor of the troubles in the church of North Africa 
had left that country, when Cyprian gained the ascendancy; whethe; 

1 Cyprian, ep" 42: Diverslll partis obsti- et in pejll8 ncrudesctnte discordia, qJiscopum 
..&a et in1IelUbilis ~rtinacia lIOII ta.wm aibi CODstitnit. 
matris sinum reelllavit j sed etiam,ll~ I 'OT& alCCoIV ~~1/. Euseb.. 1. VI. c. 46. 

VOL. I. 21 
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it was, that he no longer agreed with the principles of Felicissimoa 
and yet could not be reconciled to Cyprian, and would not have him r~ 
his bishop, or whether it was only the failure of his intrigues agamst 
Cyprian, that induced him to this step. He had betaken himself to 
Rome, where he found those disputes already existing in the bud. His 
temperament did not allow him to lie idle and neutral where strife and 
agitation were going all. According to the principles which, in common 
with the other four presbyters and Felicissimus, he had advocated at 
Carthage, he ought to have leaned to the cause of Cornelius.1 But 
whether he had now undergone a radical change in his views on the 
matters in dispute, either through the influence of Novatian, his supe
rior as a theoretical theologian, or in consequence of his ardent temper
ament, so ready to fly from one extreme to another; or whether he took 
no interest in the real object of the dispute, either at Carthage or at 
Rome, but was only, in his way, everywhere a friend to the party in 
opposition; whether he was inclined to espouse the cause of that party 
which had no bishop at its head, or whether he hated Cornelius f()l 
other reasons - it suffices to know, that N ovatus enlisted warmly in the 
contest for the principles of Novatian. He was the man, wherever hEl 
might be, at Carthage or at Rome, to become the moving spring of, 
agitation, although he placed some one else at the head and caused 
every thing to move under the name of the latter. Thus may it have 
been through his active influence, that the schism became more decided 
in its character, and that Novatian was forced by his party to place 
himself, as bishop, in opposition to Cornelius. 

As to the latter, he had been governed, in his treatment of thOlle 
who had fallen during the persecution of Decius, by the milder princi
ples of the church. He had received many to church fellowship, who 
were accused, at least by the other party, of being sacrijicati. It was 
laid to his account, by N ovatian and his followers, that he had polluted 
the church by the admission of the unclean; and on both sides, grea.t 
liberties were taken in ascribing the actions of the opposite party to se
cret motives, calculated to place them in the most unfavorable light. 
As Cornelius pretended to believe. that N ovatian acted under the im· 
pulse of an ambitious longing after the episcopal dignity, so a part at 
least of Novatian's followers attributed the mildness of Cornelius towards 
others to the consciousness of similar guilt in himself, for he, as they 
affirmed, was a libellaticus.2 Both parties sought, as usual in S1\1Ch 
eases of dispute, to secure on their own side the verdict of the grea.t 
metropolitan churches at Alexandria, Antioch and Carthage, and both 
sent delegates to those communities. The zeal shown by Novatian for 

1 Mosheim defends Novatian against the in favor of his opinion ill, tbat Cyprie., ~ 
reproach of contradicting himsclf, by re hunted up every possible char~ agRlnsli
calling the fact, thnt Novatian was not one Novatian, yet never accuses him, eyeD when 
of those five presbyters, and that he agreed he had occasion for so doing, of self-contra
with these and with Felicissimus, not in diction. But it may be concei,:ed; t!-t 
every respect, but only in their opposition Cyprian WIlS loth to touch on this point,
to Cyprian. But the evidence above cited because he had rellSOn to fear a reton on 
stands in the way of this assertion. The account of his own cbange Qf principlea.
strongest argument which Mosheim brings 2 Cyprian, cp. 52. 
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the strictness of church discipline ~nd the purity of Christian conduct, 
to the honesty of which zeal: his o~ li~e ~ore testim?n~, and the author
ity of certain confessors uruted Wl.th hIm In th~ begInmn~, procure~ for 
his delegates a. favorable rec?~bon: C?ne bIshop, !abl\~s of -:lntlOch, 
was even OIl the point of deCIding ill his favor. DlOnyslUs, bIshop of 
Alexandria, a. mild; prudent, libcral minded' man, was opposed. to the 
Novatian principles from ~e first; b~t he began. Wlth trymg ~y 
friendly persuasions to prevail on Novatian to sublDlt. He wrote ill 

reply to his application,l "If you have been urged on, 118 you say, 
against your own will, you will prove this by voluntarily turning about; 
for there is nothing you ought not to be willing to suffer rather than 
create a schism in the church of God. And martyrdom incurred for 
the sake of preventing such a schism would be not less glorious, than 
martyrdom to avoid being an idolater; nay, it would, in my opinion, 
be a nobler act, - for in the one case, you become a martyr for the 
peace of your own soul, in the other, for the good of the entire church. 
If, then, you should now, either by persuasion or by constraint, restore 
the brethren to unanimity, the good you would thus effect would exceed 
the evil which you have occasioned. The latter would not be charged 
to your account, and the former would redound to your praise. But 
should they refuse to follow you, and the affair prove impracticable, 
hasten at least to deliver your own soul. Follow after peace; and I 
bid you farewell in the Lord." But Novatian was too firmly set in his 
opinions, and too far carried away by his polemic zeal, to listen to such 
representations as these. The amiable Dionysius, therefore, now de
clared. more decidedly against him, and used his influence also to draw 
awa.y others from his party. He accused him of promulgating the most 
mischievous doctrines concerning God, and of misrepresenting the com
passionate Saviour as an unmerciful being.2 

Novatian might now rely with the more confidence on finding support 
in North Africa, because Cyprian had himself been hitherto inclined 
to favor similar principles on the matter of penitence. But meanwhile 
Cyprian, as we have already observed, had changed his views and his 
line of conduct, thus bringing upon himself the charge of inconsistency 
and fickleness of mind.8 At the same time, he looked upon Novatian 
as a disturber of the chru.:ch unity, who ~et up himself against a bishop 
regolarly chosen and appomted by God hImself, and who would prescribe 
his own peculiar principles as laws for the entire church. 

The eontrovers;r with the Novatian party turned upon two general 
points; one relatmg to the principles of penitence, the other to the 
question, what constitutes the idea and essence of a true church? In 
respect to the .firs~ point of dispute, Nova~ian had b~en often unjustly 
accused of mamtaining, that no person, havmg once VIolated his baptis
mal vows, can eve~ obtain forgiveness of sin, - he is certainly exposed 
to eternal. d~tion. But ~t, Novatian by no means maintained 
that a Christi&n 18 a. perfect SaInt; he spoke here not of all sins, but 

1 l!:useb. I. VI. c. 46. tnJlt0tPcvToiivTt. 
• Euseb. LVII. c. 8: Tw X(JfItrrOTa1'fW • Ep. 52: Ne me aliquis existimet, a pro-

ICUptOlJ It,u:.. 'l'llJoVV Xp'/1T'3v, t!rr all'll~ poBito meo 1eviter recessisse. 
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assuming as valid the above-mentioned distinction between "peccata 
venialia" and" peccata mortalia," he was treating only of the latter. 
Again, he was speaking by no means of the divine forgivene88 of Bin 
but only of the church tribunal, of absolution by the church. Th~ 
church, he would say, has no right to grant absolution to a person who, 
by any mortal sin, has trifled away the pardon obtained for him by 
Christ, and appropriated to him by baptism. No counsel of God, touch
ing the case of such persons, has been revealed; for the forgiveness of 
sin, which the gospel assures us of, relates only to sins committed be. 
fore baptism. We ought doubtless to be interested for such fallell 
brethren, but nothing can be done for them save to exhort them to 
repent, and to commend them to God's mercy. "The sacrificati," 
Novatian wrote,! " must not be received to the communion; they should 
only be exhorted to repentance, -the forgiveness of their sins must be 
left to that God, who alone has power to forgive sin." That this was 
N ovatian's doctrine, even Cyprian, - though in the heat of controversy 
he was not always mindful of it,-evidently prcsupposes, when he says,'4 
" Oh, what mockery of the deceived brethren, what empty cheating of 
those afflicted, unhappy men, - to exhort them to a repentance where
by they are to satisfy God, and yet deprive them of the salvation which 
they were to obtain by this satisfaction! To say to your brother,--. 
mourn, weep tears, sigh day and night, abound in good works, so thou 
mayst wash away thy sins, but after all thou shalt die without the 
church. Thou must do all that serves to obtain peace; but the peace 
thou seekest, thou shalt not obtain! Who would not give up at once? 
Who would not sink in vcry despair? Think you, the husbandman 
could labor, were it said to him, 'Bestow all diligence and care on the 
culture of your fields, but you shall reap no harvest?'" It must be 
allowed that Cyprian, even in what he says here, does not enter enough 
into his opponent's train of thought, and is not entirely fair towards him. 
For it was, by no means, Novatian's doctrine, that all the efforts of a 
person, doing penance in this sense, were to no purpose. He main
tained only, that the church was not warranted to announce to him the 
forgiveness of sin, which was sought and which divine grace might 
bestow. 

As we see from Novatian's declaration in the passage just quoted 
from Socrates, the question in this controversy related, in the outset, 
only to one of those offences reckoned among the peccata mortalia, only 
to acts involving the denial of Christianity. On the supposition that 
Novatian was at first so severe only against tlds class of offences, Cy
prian was right in attacking the standard of the whole moral judgmellt 
which must lie at the basis of this mode of procedure, - in combatting 
the notion, that barely such offences were to be denominated sins 
against God, denial of God, denial of Christianity; as if every sin were 
not a sin against God, a practical denial of God, and of Christianity. 
" It must be allowed," says Cyprian,s" the sin of an adulterer and de
ceiver is more aggravated than that of the libellatici; for the latter 

1 Vid. Socrat. 1. IV. c. 28. 2 Ep. 52. BEp.52. 
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have fallen into sin by yielding to foree,.under th~ "Tong impress~on 
that it is enough merely not to have sacp-fieed, whIl~ the former sms 
out of free choice. Adulterers and decewers, accordmg to the apostle 
Paul, Eph. 5: 5, are as idolaters." "For since our bodies a,re the 
members of Christ, and each of us is a temple of God, whoever byadul
tery violates God's te~ple, offends .God himsel~; a~~ whoever in com
mittinO' sin does the WIll of the deVil, serves evil spmts and false gods: 
for evil works proceed not from the Holy Spirit, but from the instigations 
of the adversary, and evil desires proceeding from the unclean spirit 
impel men to act against God and to serve Satan." 

But later, at least, the Novatian party applied their principle avow
edly to the entire class of" mortal sins;" which application Novatian 
himself most probably had in mind from the beginning, though the im
mediate turn of the controversy led him to speak of one description 
only of mortal sins. The ascetic was assuredly not disposed to treat 
sins of voluptuousness with too much indulgence. 

Again, Novatian sreaks, in the passage from Socrates, of those only 
who had saerificed. But if Cyprian does not misrepresent Novatian, 
the latter, in the outset at least, must, with great injustice, have placed 
in the same category, all who had in any way proved unfaithful under 
the persecution, as well libellatici as sacrificati, without respect to the 
different gradations of guilt, or to the different circumstances that ac
companied it; and utterly refused absolution to all libellatici as well as 
sacrificati, without considering how many of the libellatics were guilty 
rather of an error and mistake of the uuderstanding, than of an actual 
sin. 

There is beautifully expressed, in the manner in which Cyprian com
batted these principles of Novatian,l the loying, paternal heart of the 
pious shepherd, following his Master's example - the animating spirit 
of Christian charity and Christian sympathy. Haying supposed the 
caae, that many a libellatic, whose conscience reproved him of no crime, 
might be tempted, in despair, to tear himself away, with his family, 
from the church, and seek admission into some heretical sect, he ob
serves-" At the day of judgment, it will be laid to our charge that we 
took no care of the wounded sheep, and on account of one that was 
diseased, left many sound ones to perish; that while our Lord left the 
ninety and nine whole sheep, and went after the one that had wandered 
and become weary, and when he had found it, brouO'ht it away himself 
on his shoulders, we not only do not seek after the fallen but even 
reject them when they return to us." He contrasts with tlJs severity 
several passages from the apostle Paul, (1 Corinth. 9: 22, -12: 26, 
-10: 33, etc.) and then adds, "The case stands differently with the 
philosophers and B.toics, who Bay all sins are alike, and that a sound 
man should not elU!lly be brought to bend. But the difference is wide 
betwixt philosophers and Christians. Weare bound to keep aloof from 
w~at proceeds, not from God'~ gr~ce, but from the pride of a severe 
philosophy. Our Lord says, In h18 gospel,' Be ye merciful, even as 

1 Ep. 52. 
2P 
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your Father is merciful;' and 'the whole need not a. physician, but 
the sick;' but such a physic an he cannot be, who says, I take care only 
of the sound who need no physician. Behold, yonder lies thy brother 
wounded in battle by his enemy. On the one hand, Satan is trying ~ 
destroy him whom he has wounded; on the other, Christ exhorts UB 
not to leave him to perish, whom he has redeemed. Which cause do 
we espouse; on whose side do we stand 1 Do we help the devil finish 
his work of destruction 1 Do we, like the priest and the Levite in the 
gospel, pass by our brother ling ha~f ~ead? Or do we, like the priests 
of God and of Christ, followmg Chnst s precepts and example, snatch 
the wounded man from the grasp of his enemy; that having done every 
thing for his salvation, we may leave the final decision of his case to the 
judgment of God 1" 1 

Beautifully and truly said as all this was, in opposition to the 3pirit 
of N ovatianism, yet N ovatian's principles could neither be touched nor 
refuted by it. N ovatian too declared that the fallen brethren must be 
cared for, and exhorted to repentance. He too acknowledged God's 
mercy towards sinners, and allowed it right to recommend the fallen to 
that mercy; but that men could once more surely announce to them 
that forgiveness of sins they had trifled away, this he was unwilling to 
concede, because he could find no objective ground for such confidence. 
Hence, the only way in which he could be substantially refuted, was to 
point out such an objective ground of confidence for all sinners, 
namely, in the merits of Christ, which the sinner needed ever but to 
appropriate to himself in believing penitence and believing trust, when 
the true relation was unfolded between the objective and subjective in 
justification and regeneration. But on this point, N ovatian's opponents 
themselves had not the clearest views; - for though, in opposing his 
principles, they did sometimes refer, indeed, to 1 John 2: 1,2, yet in 
so doing, they expressed themselves as if the forgiveness of sin obtained 
by Christ, related properly to those sins alone which had been commit
ted before baptism; and as if in respect to sins committed afterwards, 
there was need of a new and special satisfaction by good works. This 
position once taken, Novatian might fairly ask, who can vouch for it, 
that such a satisfaction will suffice? 

With regard to the second main point of the controversy,2 the idea 
of the church, Novatian maintained, that one of the essential marks of 
a true church being purity and holiness, every church which, neglect
ing the right exercise of church discipline, tolerated in its bosom, or reo 
admitted to its communion, such persons as, by gross sins, have broken 
their baptismal vow, ceased by that very act to be a true Christian 
church, and forfeited all the rights and privileges of such a church. 

1 Ut curatum Deo judici reservemus; the latter part of the fonrth century, con· 
upon the suppoRition, that is, that absolu. cisely expressed the two main positions of 
tion cannot forestall God's judgment, but Novatian in these words: "Quod mortale 
remains valid at the divine tribunal only peccatum ecclesia donare non possit, immo 
when God, who tries the secrets of the quod ipsa pereat recipiendo peccantes."
heart, finds the temper of the man tec&r Ep. III. contra Nov .... ""'" (;11'\1"""'- I:oiloL 
respond with this absolution. patr. T. VIL 


2 PacianuR, of Barcelona, wbo wrote in 
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Hence the Novatianists, as they held themselves to be alone the pure, 
imma.cu1ate church called themselves "oll(~apQt," the Pure. It WM 

rightly urged agaU:St Nova?an, th~ individuals could ~e accountab!e 
and punishable only for thou" 0"W!l sms, and not fo~ the sms of o~hers.m 
which they had no share; that It was only the mner fell?wshl'p ~th 
sinners by the disposition of the heart, not outward compamonshlp With 
them that tended necessarily to contaminate; and that it was a mere 
88su~ption of human pride, to pretend to the exercise here below of 
that judicial power of separation between the true and false members 
of the church, which the Lord has reserved in bjg own hands. On this 
point, Oyprian finely remarks, " Though the tares appear to exist in the 
church, this should not disturb our faith or our love so far as to lead us 
to separate ourselves from the church itself, because there are tares in 
it. We should see to it, that we ourselves belong to the wheat, so that 
when the grain is gathered into our Lord's garner, we may receive the 
reward of our work. The apostle says, 'in a great house, there are not 
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
!Orne to honor and some to dishonor.' Let us labor with all diligence, 
that we may be vessels of gold or of silver. To dash the earthen ves
sel in pieces, belongs to the Lord alone, to whom is also given the rod 
of iron. The servant cannot be greater than his Master; and no man 
may arrogate to himself what the Father has given only to his Son; 
nor suppose himself able to wield the fan to winnow and cleanse the 
floor; or of separating, by mere human judgment, every tare from the 
wheat." 

But after all, it was impossible in this direction to find the real point 
at issue for the confutation of Novatianism; rather, Novatian and his 
opponents were here involved in the same fundamental error and dif
fered only in their application of it. It was the fundamental error of 
confounding the notions of the visible and the invisible church. Hence 
was it, that Novatian, transferring the predicate of purity and unspoto
ted holiness, which belongs to the invisible church, the community of 
the saints as such, to the visible form in which the invisible church 
appe&rS, drew the conclusion, that every community which suffered un
clean members to remain in it, ceased to be any longer a true church. 
The same error of conceiving the church as something wholly outward, 
which ~es at the botli?m of N ovatian' B fa;lse application of the pr,edicates 
belongmg to the notion of the church, 18 also betrayed when he main
tains that a person is made impure by outward connection with the 
impure in the same church fellowship. But the opponents of Novatian 
who started with the same fundamental error, differ from him only by 
l~ying at the basis of ~heir sIX:culations the notion ?~ the church as me
dIated by the succeSSIon of b18hops, and then denvmg the predicates 
of purity and holiness from that notion. The church transmitted and 
propagated by the succession of bishops was, in their view as such a. 
~ and holy 0t;t~. Novatian, on the other hand, laid at the basis ~f 
~ ~eory, the VISlb!~ church as a pure and holy one, and this was, in 
his VIew, the condition of the truly catholic church. The catholio 
church, transmitted by the succession of bishops, ceases, in his opiniou, 
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to be a truly catholic one, as soon as it becomes stained and desecrated 
through the fellowship of unworthy men. The more objective or sub
jective tcndency made all the difference between the two parties, in 
their application of the same fundamental principle. 

Now, instead of distinguishing different applications of the notion of 
the church, Cyprian is contented to distinguish simply a twofold con
dition of one and the same church, its condition on earth and its condi
tion in glory, wherc the separation has been made complete by the final 
judgment. Entangled in this fundamental error of confounding Out
ward things with Inner, it came about on a subsequent occasion, when 
the controversy with Novatianism was no longer before his mind, that 
he approached very nearly himself to the ~ovatian principles, declaring 
to certain Spanish communities,l that by tolerating unworthy priests 
they would bc defiled themselves; that they who remained in union 
with sinners would become themselves partakers of their sins.2 

Out of this controversy too, the catholic church system, so firmly 
established and exactly compacted in all its parts, came forth victorious; 
and the Novatianists continued to linger along in the following centuries 
only as an insulated and insignificant sect. 

1 Ep. 69. Jictorum fieri, qui fuerint delinquentih1l8 
2 Consortes et participes alienorum lie- copulati. 



SECTION THIRD. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AKD CHRISTLO\X WORSHIP. 

Ohristian Life. 

Christianity, since it first entered into human nature, has operated, 
wherever it has struck root, with the same divine power for sanctifica.
tion; and this divine power cannot be weakened by the lapse of ages 
In this respect, therefore, the period of the first appearance of Chris
tianity could have no advantage over any of the following ages of the 
Christian church. There was but one peculiarity of this first period, 
viz. that the ehange wrought by Christianity, in the consciousness and 
life of those in whom it was produced, could not fail to be more stron;!;ly 
marked by the contrast it presented with what they had preyiously 
been, as pagans; -and so the Apostle Paul, in writing to Christians 
converted from Paganism, reminds them of what they once were, whcn 
thcy walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
spirit that was then working in the children of disobedience - and 
after enumerating some of the prevailing vices of the corrupt pagan 
world, says to them, "and such were some of you; but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of God." Teachers of the church, who had been 
pagans, frequently appeal to such experiences of which they themsehes 
had been the subjects. Thus Cyprian, under the first glow of conver
sion, witnesses of iLl "Receive from me, what must be felt ere it is 
learned, what is not gathered from a course of long continued study, 
but seizeu at once, by the shorter method of graec. While I was lying 
in darkness and blind night, tossed about by the waves of the ,,"orld, 
ignorant of the way of life, estranged from the truth and ii'om the light; 
what <li\'ine mercy promised for my salvation, seemed to me, in my 
tlH'll ,.;tate of mill!t, a bani and impracticable thing; - that a man 
shoul,l lw burn availl, awl casting off his former self, while his bodily 
nature remaincl] the same, hecome in soul ami disposition, another mall. 
lIow, said 1, can l3uclL a I'!wflye he possible; that "'hat is so ueep-rooted 
within shoul!] bc extirpated at once? Entangled in the mall y enol'S 
of my earlier life, from which I could see no deliverance, I abl~ndoned 
myself to my besetting sins, and despairing of amell!lmellt, nurtured 
the c\'il within me as if it helonged to my nature. nut whell, after the 
stains of my flmller life had been washed away by the water of regen
eration, light from on high was shed abroad in a heart now freed from 
guilt, made clear and pure; when I breathed the spirit of heaven, and 

1 Ad Donat. 
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was changed by the second birth into a new man, all my doubts were 
at once, strangely resolved. That lay open, which had been shut ~ 
me; that was light, where I had seen nothing but darkness; that be
came easy, which was before difficult; practicable, which before Beemed 
impossible; so that I could understand how it was that, being born in 
the flesh, I lived subject to sin - a worldly life, but the life I had DOW 

begun to live, was the commencement of a life from God, of a life 
quickened by the Holy Spirit. From God, from God, I repeat, ~ 
ceeds all we can now do; from Him we derive our life and our power." 
"Justin Martyr describes thus the change produced in Christians: 1 

" We, who were once slaves of lust, now have delight only in purity of 
morals; we, who once practised arts of magic, have consecrated our
selves to the Eternal and Good God; we, who once prized gain above 
all things, give even what we have to the common nse, and share it 
with such as are in need; we, who once hated and murdered one anoth
er, who on account of differences of customs would have no common 
hearth with strangers, do now, since the appearance of Christ, live 
together with them; we pray for our enemies; we seek to convince those 
that hate us without cause, so that they may order their lives according 
to Christ's glorious doctrine and attain to the joyful hope of receiving 
like blessings with us from God, the Lord of all." Origen appeals to 
the effects wrought by Christianity in the communities scattered through 
the world, as evidence of the truth of the evangelical history. "The 
work of Jesus," he says,2 "reveals itself among all mankind, where 
communities of God, founded by Jesus, exist, which are composed of 
men reclaimed from a thousand vices; and to this day the name of 
Jesus produces a wonderful mildness, decency of manners, humanity, 
goodness and gentleness in those who embrace the faith in the doctrines 
of God and Christ, and of the judgment to come, not hypocritically, for 
the sake of worldly advantage and human ends, but in sincerity and 
truth." 

As the contrast of Christianity with paganism - which is none other 
than that of the old with the new man - was strongly marked in com
paring different periods of the life of the same individual, so was it also, 
in comparing the Christian life with the pagan, as a whole; for the 
opposition now stood forth open and undisguised; since paganism needed 
not as yet to hide itself under any foreign guise. To this contrast, 
Origen referred, when he said, "The Christian communities, compared 
with those among whom they dwell, are as lights in the world." 8 

The inducements to a mere outward Christianity that presented 
themselves in later times, - the worldly advantages connected with the 
profession of Christianity as the sta.te religion; custom, which leads men 
without any special reasons or inward call in their own minds to abide 
by the religion of their fathers, - all this, in the period of which we 

1 Apolog. II. xpelar uv-.'i-pW7!"IKar V7!"OKplVa!-,fvotf, g"A~ 
~ c. Cels. 1. I. ~ 67: 'E/-I7!"olel Ill: -&av/la7!"apac5e~a/ltvolr YV1/alr.Jr ~v rrepl ~eoiJ 'II~ 

alall 7!"paortrra Kat KaTa<1TOA~V TOV fi-&OVf XplaTOV Kat riir tao!-,Ev'llf Kpia£(')f Mi'0~' 

IIat ¢tAav-.'i-pw7!"lav Kat XP1/rrroT1/Ta Kat {'/-It 8 c. Cels. J. III. c. 29. 
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treat-especially the early part of it-could effect nothing for the 
advantage of Christianity. The majority forsook a religion recom
mended to them by education, by the reverence for antiquity, by the 
force of custom, by the worldly benefits connected with its observance, 
for one which had against it, everything that favored the other, and 
which from the very outset required of them many sacrifices, and ex
posed them to many dangers and sufferings. 

Still one must be very slightly versed in human nature to believe 
that in any period whatever, there could be a total absence of the 
causes that tend to produce a conscious or unconscious hypocrisy in the 
reception of Christianity. Even in this period many such inducements 
were at hand, particularly in those longer intervals of peace, which the 
church occasionally enjoyed. Says Origen -"There was always a great 
diversity among those who sought Jesus, since all did not seek him in 
the genuine way, for the sake of their own salvation, and to receive 
advantage from Him. There were those that sought Jesus from vari
ous improper motives; whence it was, too, that they alone found peace 
with Him, who sought Him in the right way- of whom it may with 
propriety be said, that they sought Him as the Word which was in the 
beginning and was with God, and for the purpose of obtaining from him 
fellowship with the Father." 1 The charitableness of the Christians 
offered to many a strong temptation to unite themselves to the Chris
tian community, without having become Christians by conviction and in 
the temper of their minds; as is evident from the passage before cited 
from Origen; and Clemens of Alexandria, too, speaks of those who 
hypocritically adopted the Christian profession for the sake of temporal 
advantages.2 

But besides these pretended Christians, !tere would be some even 
among those within whose hearts some seed of the gospel had been 
lodged, whose case would be represented by our Lord's parable of the 
BOwer. It was not in every heart whcrc the seed fell, that it found the 
congenial soil in which it would spring up immediately and bring forth 
fruit. In this period, as at all times, there would be those who had 
been for a moment touched by the power of truth, but who, neglecting 
to follow up the impressions they had received, proved faithless to the 
truth, instead of consecrating to it their whole life; or who, wishing to 
serve at one and the sa.me time God and the world, soon became once 
more completely enslaved to the world. Whoever failed to watch over 
his own heart, ~hoever failed of seeking earnestly and constantly, with 
fear and trembling, under the guidance of the divine Spirit, to distin
guish and separate in his inmost being what was of the Spirit from what 
W88 of the world, exposed himself to the same causes of dan O'erous self,. 
deception and consequently to the same fall, as Christians ~ere liable 
to i.n othe~ times. There a:re general.sources of self-deception having 
theIr seat ill human nature ltself, to which generaJ. sources all particular 
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forms of it may be ultimately referred, and these manifest themsell1l8 
outwardly in different ways according to different circumstances. There 
are also particular sources of self-deception, belonging to different ages 
of the world, Everything in fact without us, even what in itself COOl

sidered may be for man's highest advantage, is yet capable, if the true 
light has not risen within him, or if he does not watch over his own 
heart, of proving only an occasion of self-deception. Of nothing out. 
ward, no situation, relations, or circumstances, can it be unconditionally 
affirmed, that by these means vital Christianity must necessarily be 
promoted. That which may promote it in one man, may to another, 
who uses it otherwise than he ought, prove the occasion of his fall. 

The contrast between Christianity and paganism, which was SO 
strongly marked in the life, contributed to preserve the Christian con· 
sciousness and life more pure, and to guard it against many a debasing 
mixture. But here, also, what proved to some the means of awaken· 
ing many Christian virtues, and in general served to promote the Chris
tian temper of mind, became to others a source of self-deception; - to 
those, namcly, who fancied that by a stern rejection of every thing 
pagan, they had quite satisfied the requisitions of Christianity, and made 
out of this an opus operatum; - when they were thus led to conceive 
of the warfare with the world in too outward a sense, and on this account 
the more easily overlooked the inner conflict with the inward world; 
and spiritual pride, uncharitable fanaticism fastened at the root of their 
religion. 

Many among the number who had been led along to Christianity by 
a profound sense of religious need, fell into a mistake, which hindered 
them from rightly approptiating to themselves the gospel, and from 
giving themselves up to its divine, intrinsic power. The longing after 
reconciliation with God and the forgiveness of sin often lay, in truth, 
as we have seen already, at the root of the superstition of this period; 
but this longing remained covered under a grossly material form. A 
craving of this sort met with eagerness the annuneiation of a Redeemer, 
the promise of the cleansing away of all sin by means of baptism;
but this was the very source, too, of the delusion which led to the mis
apprehension- say rather the crass, material apprehension of wha' 
Christianity proposed. Such persons sought in Christ, not a Saviour 
from sin, but the bestower of an outwar<t and magical annihilation of 
sin. Bringing their pagan notions over with them into Christianity, 
they were secking in baptism a magicallustration, which could render 
them at once wholly pure. That outward view of the church and the 
sacraments, of which we have spoken before, presented beyond doubt 
a convenient point of support for this erroneous notion. Hence it was, 
that many who meant to embrace Christianity delayed their baptism 
for a long time, that they might meanwhile sur~ender themselves with· 
out disturbance to their pleasures, hoping to be made quite pure at last 
by the rite of baptism. Against such delusions, Tertullian thus ex
presses himself: 1 "How foolish, how wrong it is, to put off the duty 

1 In his book de prenitentia, c. 6: Quam adimplere et veniam delictomm 8ustinere, 
ineptum, quam iniquum, prenitentiam non hoc est, pretium non eJdllbere, ad merce· 
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ot repentance and yet expect the pardon of sin; that is, to hold back 
the price, and yet reach out the hand for the goods: for it hag pleased 
the Lord to affix (hilt price to the forgiveness of sin. H those that 
sell, then, first eXllJIline the money for which they offered the goods, to 

. make themselves sure that it is neither worn, filed, nor counterfeit, so 
we may conceive that the Lord also first makes trial of our penitence 
before he will bestow on us the inestimable treasure of eternal life. The 
divine grace, full and free forgiveness of sin, awaits those who will come 
to baptism; but we also must do what belongs to our part, in order to 
qualify us to receive it. Thou mayst, it is true, obtain bapt,ism easily, 
- by thy protestations deceiving him whose business it is to confer it 
on thee. But God guards his own treasure, - he will never suffel' it 
to be surreptitiously obtained by the unworthy. In whatever darkness 
thou mayst veil thy work, God still is light. But many fancy that God 
iEl. under a certain necessity of performing even for the unworthy, what 
he has once promised, and thus turn his free grace into an obligation." 
Tertullian appeals to experience to prove that in those who come in 
this spirit to baptism, the genuine effects of Christianity cannot be man
ifested, and that such individuals often fall away from their profession, 
since they built their house on the sand. With an eye to the same 
class, Origen remarks that the whole profit of baptism depends on the 
disposition of the recipient; that it is to be enjoyed by him only who 
comes to this ordinance with true penitence; that, on the other hand, 
baptism redounds only to the condemnation of him who is destitute of 
such penitence; that the spirit of renewal, therefore, which goes with 
baptism, is not shared by all. I To guard men against the mistake of 
such outward Christians, Cyprian, in his collection of scripture proofs 
for a layman, (libri testimoniorum,) having laid down the position, that 
no man can attain to the kingdom of God, unless baptized and regen
erated, adds: "It is, however, nothing for one to be baptized, and to 
receive the communion, who in his life gives no evidence of reforma.
tion." 2 And the passages he cites on this occasion from the New 
Testament, go expressly to show the vanity of such outward Christian
ity; 1 Corinth. 9: 24, Matth. 3: 10, - 5: 16, -7: 22, Philipp. 2: 15. 
He then proceeds to say that" even the baptized person may lose the 
grace bestowed, and will do so unless he continues to remain pure from 
sin," citing in evidence the following passages of warning : John 5: 14, 
1 Corinth. 3: 17, 2 Corinth. 15: 2. 

It belonged, indeed, to the peculiar essence of Christianity, that as it 
was capable of becoming all things to all men, of adapting itself to the 
most different and opposite positions of humanity, so it could let itself 
down even to those modes of apprehending divine things, which were as 
yet altogether sensuous and material; and thus, by the power of a 

dem mannm emittere. Hoc enim pretio bationem prius inire, tantam nobis meree
Dominus veniam addicere institnit; hac dem perennis scilicet vital concessurum. 
JKEDitentim com pen sati ODe redimendam pro 1 T. VI. John c. 17. 
po~it impunitatem. Si e~o qui venditant, ~ L. III. c. 25, 26: Parum esse baptizari 
pnus Dummllm, quo paciscuntur, exami et eucharistiam aecipere, nisi quia faetis et 
nant, ne scalptus, neve rasas, ne adillter opere proficiat. 
et.iam Dominum credimus, pomitentillll ~ 
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divine life, beginning from within, transform them gmdUltlly'fr~ -sen
suous to spiritual apprehensions. We should take good care, tb~, in 
estimating the religious appearances of these primitive times, how, fr9m 
the material habits of feeling and thinking which they brought along 
from some earlier position, we make up our judgment respecting those 
who might really be wanting in nothing but the appropriate vessel Go 
receive the transcendent, divine element that had, in truth, filled their 
inner life. In this case, too, the great saying of the apostle might find 
its verification, that the divine treasure was received - and for a jOea8On 

preserved - in earthen vessels, that the abundant power might be qf 
God and not of man. It would be, therefore, a very superficial and 
unjust proceeding, to conclude at once, that men who framed to them
selves such strange conceptions of God, of the things of God and of 
his kingdom, could have nothing of the Ohristian life in them. But in 
the case of the class just described, when the sensuous element unduly 
predominated, and they would not yield themselves to the purifying 
influences of the Spirit of Ohrist, every motion of the higher life necei
sarily became vitiated by this sensuous element, and in the end sup
pressed. Every Ohristian quality was transformed into some shape Of 
the flesh and secularized; - was thus divested of its true significancy. 
Thus they apprehended Ohrist and his kingdom. Even though the e~ 
peetation of some future state of sensual bliss, of which their fanatica.l 
imaginations drew ravishing pictures to the fleshly sense, enabled them 
to deny the pleasures of the moment, .and even to face tortures and 
death, yet they might be, notwithstanding all this, strangers to the true 
nature of the new birth, by which alone the kingdom of God can be 
entered; - might be wanting in the spirit of ennobling love. 

Far be it from us, then, to be looking for any such appearance of the 
church in which it was found without spot or blemish, - a condition of 
it never to be realized till the final consummation. Nor do the defend
ers of the cause of Ohristianitv in this period deny the existence of such 
blemishes. They acknowledge that among those who called themselves 
Christians, were some whose lives contradicted the essential character 
of Ohristianity and gave occasion to the heathen to blaspheme; - yet 
they declare that such would not be recognized as Ohristians by the 
Christian communities; yet they challenge the heathen to judge every 
man by his life, and to chastise those whose morals deserved it, wherever 
they found them. Thus Justin Martyr and Terlullian express them.
selves. l Says the latter, " Ifyou assert that the Ohristians are, in a.va
rice, in riotousness, in dishonesty, the worst of men, we shall not deny 
that some are so. In the purest bodies, some freckle doubtless may be 
discovered." But neither should we be led away by these blemishes 
that attached themselves to the surface of the church, to overlook the 
heavenly beauty which shone through them all. When the eye is fixed 
exc~usively on th.e one or the other, .the picture may be easily coloyed to 
an Ideal perfectlOn, or sunk to a dIstorted caricature. An unbl~e4 
observation will shun both these extremes. 

1 Ad nationes, 1. I. c. 5. 
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That which our Lord himself, in his last interview with his disciples, 
described as· the test by which his disciples might always be distin
guished - as the mark of their fellowship with him and the Father in 
heaven, the mark of his glory dwelling in the midst of them - namely, 
that they loved one another, - precisely this constituted the prom.in~nt 
mark, plain and striking to the pagans them.selves, of ~he first Ch!'ls~Ian 
fellowship. The names, "brother" and" sIster," whICh the Chnstians 
O"ave to each other, were not names without meaning. The fraternal 
kiss, with which everyone, after being baptized, was received into the 
community, by the Christians into whose immediate. fellowship he en· 
tered - which the members bestowed on each other Just before the cel
ebration of the communion, and with which every Christian saluted his 
brother, though he never saw him before, - this was not an empty 
form, but the expression of Christian feelings - a token of the relation 
in which Christians conceived themselves to stand to each other. It 
was this, indeed, as we have had occasion to remark already, which, in 
a cold and selfish age, struck the pagans with wonder, - to behold men 
of different countries, ranks, relations, stages of culture, so intimately 
bound together, - to see the stranger who came into a city, and by 
his letter of recognition (his epistola formata) made himself known to 
the Christians of the place as a brother beyond suspicion, finding at 
once among those to whom he was personally unknown, all manner of 
brotherly Rympathy and protection. 

The care of providing for the support and maintenance of strangers, 
of the poor, the sick, the old, of widows and orphans, and of those in 
prison on aecount of their faith, devolved on the whole church. This 
was one of the main purposes for which the collection of voluntary con
tributions in the assemblies eonvened for public worship, was insti
tuted; a.nd the charity of individuals, moreover, led them to emulate 
each other in the same good work. In particular, it was considered as 
belonging to the office of the Christian matron to provide for the poor, 
for the brethren languishing in prison, to show hospitality to strangers. 
The hindrance occasioned to this kind of Christian activity, is reckoned 
by Tertullian among the disadvantages of a mixed marriage. "What 
heathen," says he, " will suffer his wife to go about from one street to 
another to the houses of strangers, to the meanest hovels indeed, for 
the purpose of visiting the brethren? What heathen will allow her to 
steal away ~nto the dungeon to kiss the chain of the martyr? If a 
brother arnves from abroad, what reception will he meet with in the 
house of the stranger.~ I If an alms is to be bestowed, store-house and 
c~~lar are shut !a.st." :I On the other hand, he counts it among the feli
CIties of a marnage contracted between Christians, that the wife is at lib
erty to visit the sick and relieve the needy, and is never straitened or 
perplexed in the bestowment of her charities.3 

1 Tertullian meant, probably, that a pe not ta be " stranger's house to him. 
culiar emphasis should be laid on the word ~ Ad uxorem. l. II. c. 4. 
" stronger," - in aliena domo, in the bou·s6 8 L. c. c. 8: Libere IIlgcr visitatllr, indi
which, to a Christian. is n stranger's, gens sustentatur, eleemosynlll sine tor
wilen the house of a Christian matron ought menta. 
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Nor did the actiye brotherly love of each community confine itself to 
what transpired in its own immediate circle, but extended itself also to 
the wants of the Christian communities in distant lands. On urgent 
occasions of this kind, the bishops made arrangements for special col
lections. They appointed fasts; so that what was saved, even by the 
poorest of the flock, from their daily food, might help to supply the com
mon wants.1 When the communities of the provincial towns were too 
poor to provide any relief in cases of distress, they had recourse to the 
more wealthy communities of the metropolis. Thus it had happened 
in Numidia, that certain Christians, men and women, had been carried 
away captive by neighboring barbarians, and the Numidian churches 
were unable to contribute the sum of money required for their ran
som ; - they therefore applied to the more wealthy communities of the 
great capital of North Africa. The bishop Cyprian of Carthage very 
shortly raised a contribution of more than four thousand dollars,2 and 
transmitted the whole to the Numidian bishops, with a letter full of the 
spirit of Christian, brotherly affection.3 "In afflictions of this sort," 
he writes to them, "who ought not to feel pained, who ought not to 
look on the distress of his brother as his own, when the apostle Paul 
tells us, if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; and in 
another place says, 'Who is weak and I am not weak?' Wherefore in 
the present case also it becomes us to regard the captivity of our breth
ren as if it were our own, and the distress of those now in peril as our 
own distress, since we are united together by one bond of love. And 
not love alone, but religion ought to urge and stimulate us to redeem 
the brethren who are our members. For when the apostle Paul again, 
in another place, asks, 'Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?' we must be reminded 
here, if charity alone were not enough to impel us to aid our brethren, 
that it is the temple of God which has been made captive, and that it 
does not become us, by delay, and in neglect of our own distress, to 
suffer that temple to remain long in bondage. And when the same 
apostle tells us, that 'as many of you as are baptized have put on 
Christ,' we are bound, in our captive brethren, to see Christ, and to 
redeem him from captiyity, who has redeemed us from death; so that 
he who delivered us from the jaws of Satan, and who now himself dwells 
and abides in us, may bc rescued from the hands of the barbarians; 
and he be ransomed for a sum of money, who has ransomed us by his 
blood and cross. Meanwhile, he has suffered this to happen to try our 
faith - whether each one of us is ready to do for the other, what in 
like circumstances he would wish to have done for himself. For who 
that respects the claims of humanity and of mutual love, ought not, if 
he is a father, to consider it as though his own children were among 
those barbarians, and if a husband, as thoucrh his own wife were there 
in captivity, to the grief and shame of the ~arriage bond? It is inde~d 
our earnest hope, that you may never be visited again with a like affiio

1 Tertullian, de jejuniis, c. 13: Episcopi 2 Sestertia centum millis nummorum. 

univcrsre pichi mandare jejunia Itssolent,  8 Ep. 60. 

industria stipium confcrcndarum. 
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tion and that our brethren may be saved by the mighty power of the
Lord from the recurrence or those dangers to which they are now ex
posed. But should any' simila.r c&lamity again befall yon, to try the love 
and faith of our hearts, delay not to inform us of it by letter; for be 
assured, it is the prayer of all the brethren here that nothing of the kind 
may again ha.ppen, bnt if it should,.they are ready cheerfully and abun
dantly to assist you." • . . 

Tha.t from which such works', took the Impress of a truly Chnstmn 
character, was indeed nothing else than the temper-which here ex· 
presses itself - oi Christian love simply following the ~mI!ulse f~om 
within. This Christian character was no longer present III Its purIty, 
when the charitable action had reference to an outward end; when it Wag 

converted into a ground of merit before God, into a means for extin· 
guishing sin. And. this disturbing'element found entrance whenever 
the Christian consciousness became in any way diverted from its celi
tr&l point, so as to cease referring to Christ as the sole ground for 
salvation. In proportion as the reference to Christ, which the habit 
already noticed, of confounding the church with a set of outward forms, 
had no tendency to encourage, was forgotten, in ,the the same propor
tion rose the estimate which men placed on their own doings', and on 
the merit of good works. This also must be considered as belonging to 
the reaction of the Jewish principle, which had been overcome by the 
independent development of Christianity among the pagans; but which 
afterwards found means of again introducing itself. In the third cen
tury, we may observe both modes of contemplating acts of charity 
running along side by side, and occasionally crossing each other; as 
for example, in the tract composed by Cyprian with a view to exhort 
Christians, many of whom had grown cold in brotherly love, to the 
exercise of this virtue - the tract de opere et eleemosynis. To the 
rather of a family, who, when invited to some charitable act, excuses 
himself on the plea. that he is obliged to provide for a large family of 
children, he says, "Seek for your sons another father than the frail 
and mortal one, even an almi(1'hty and everlastinO' Father of spiritual 
cbildren. Let him be your chii'dren's guardian andprovider-let him, 
with his divine majesty, be their protector against all injustice of the 
world. You who are striving more to secure for them an earthly than 
a. heavenly inheritance, seeking rather to commend your sons to Sat:tn 
than to Christ, incur a double sin, in neglecting to secure for your 
children the help of their heavenly Father, and in teaching them to prize 
their earthly inheritance more than Christ." 

In times of public calamity, the contrast was strikingly displayed be
tween the cowardly selfishness of the pagans and the self-sacrificing 
brotherly love of the Christians. Let us hear how the bishop Dionysiult 
of Alexandria describes this contrast, as it was manifested in the different 
conduct of the Christians and the pagans during a contagious sickness, 
which, in the reign of the emperor Gallienus, raged in that great capi
tal. " To the pagans, this pestilence appeared a most frightful calamity 
that left nothing to hope for; not so to us. We regarded it as a special 
tria.!. and exercise for our faith. It was true of most of our brethren, that, 

22" 
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in the fulness of their brotherly love, they spared not themselves. Their 
only anxiety was a mutual one for each other; and as they waited on 
the sick without thinking of themselves, readily ministering to their 
wants, for Christ's sake, with them they cheerfully gave up their own 
lives. Many died, after others, by their care, had been recovered from 
the sickness. Some of the best among our brethren, presbyters, dea
cons and distinguished men of the laity, thus ended their lives-so thai 
the manner of their death, being the fruit of such eminent piety and 
mighty faith, seemed not to fall short of martyrdom. Many who took 
the bodies of Christian brethren into their arms and to their bosoms, 
composed their features and buried them with all possible care, after
wards followed them in death. But with the heathens it was quite 
otherwise; those who showed the first symptoms of the disease, they 
drove from them; they fled from their dearest friends. The half-Jead 
they cast into the streets, and left the dead unburied, making it their 
chief care to avoid the contagion, which however in spite of every pre
caution they could hardly escape." 1 

In like manner, the Christians at Carthage distinguished themselves 
by their disinterested conduct from the pagan world, during the pesti. 
lence which at a somewhat earlier period, in the reign of Gallus, rav
aged North Africa. The pagans in a cowardly manner deserted their 
own sick and dying. The streets were covered with dead bodies, which 
none dared to touch. Avarice alone overcame the fear of death; 
abandoned men took advantage of the misfortunes of others to plunder 
them. Meantime the pagans, instead of being led by this calamity to 
reflect on their own guiltiness and corruption, accused the Christians, 
those enemies of the gods, as the cause of it.2 But Cyprian exhorted 
his church to look upon the desolating scourge as a trial of their faith.s 
"How necessary is it, my dearest brethren," said he to them, "that 
this pestilence which appears among us, bringing with it death and 
destruction, should try mcn's souls - should show whether the healthy 
will take care of the sick; whether relations have a tender regard for 
each other; whether masters will take home their sick servants." It 
was not enough, however, to satisfy a bishop who took the Great Shep
herd for his example, that the Christians should simply show the spirit 
of brotherly love towards each other. He called his church together 
and addressed them as follows: "If we do good only to our own, we 
do no more than the publicans and heathens. But if we are the chil
dren of God, who makes his sun to rise and sends his rain on the just 
and on the unjust, who scatters his gifts and blessin<Fs not barely on 
his own, but even on those whose thoughts are far fr~m him, we must 
show it by our actions, striving to be perfect even as our Father in 
heaven is perfect, blessing those that curse us, and doin<F good to them 
that despitefully use us." Animated by his fatherly w~rds, the memo 
hers of the church quickly divided the work among them. The rich 
gave of their substance, the poor contributed their labor; and in a. 

1 Euscb. 1. VII. c. 22. 2 Cyprian, ad Dcmetrianum. 8 Lib. de mortalitate. 
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sbort time the bodies which filled the streets were buried, and the city 
delivered from the danger of a. universal infection. 

There were opposite sinful tendencies which Christiant.Y ~aug?t men 
to avoid and between which the development of the ChrlstIan hfe had 
to mak~ good its way. In these times of despotism it was no rare 
thin'" to find, united with a servile spirit that gave to the creature the 
hon~ which is due to God alone - with a slavish obedience that sprung 
only from fear, a contempt for the laws of the state where they bore 
hard. on selfish interests and the restraint of fear was removed. But 
Christianity, by the positive spirit which went forth from it, secured men 
against both these errors. By it was rendered an obedience that had 
iill root in the love of God and pointed ultimately to him, - therefore a 
free obedience, equally removed from the slavish fear of man on the 
one hand, and lawless self-will on the other. The same spirit of Chris
tianity which inculcated obedience to man for the sake of God, taught 
also that God should be obeyed rather than man, that every considera
tion must be sacrificed, property and life despised, in all cases where 
human authority demanded an obedience contrary to the laws and ordi
nances of God. Here was displayed in the Christians that true spirit 
of freedom, against which despotic power could avail nothing. We 
have already had occasion, in the first section of this history, to observe 
the effects of the Christian spirit in both these directions. In this sense, 
Justin Martyr says,l "Tribute and customs we seek uniformly, before 
all others, to pay over to your appointcd officers, as we have been 
taught to do by our Master, Matth. 22: 21. Therefore we pray to 
God alone; but you we cheerfully serve in all other things, since we 
acknowledge you as rulers of men." Tertullian boldly asserted, that 
what the state lost in its revenue from the temples by the spread of 
Christianity, would be found to be made up by what it gained in the 
way of tribute and customs, through the honesty of the Christians, when 
compared to the common frauds resorted to in paying them.2 He gives 
to those words of Christ in Matthew 22: 21, which were ever on the 
lips and in the hearts of Christians, as a maxim of daily life, the follow
ing interpretation-in opposition to those who understood them, as he 
supposed, in too wide and indefinite a sense: - "Let the image of 
Creaar, which is on the coin, be rendered to Cresar; and the image of 
God, which is in man, be given to God-hence give the money to 
Cresar, but yourself to God; for what will be left for God if all belongs 
to Coosar?" 3 

The principles by which men were bound to act in this case, could 
be eMily laid down in theory, and easily deduced from the Holy Scrip
tun;s .and from the nature of Christianity.. Hence, in theory, all 
C~ns?ans were a~eed; but there ~as some ~lfficu1ty in applying these 
pnnClples to partlcular cases, and m answermg the question in every 
mstance, how the line was to be drawn between what belonged to Cresar 
and what belonged to God-between what mi"ht be considered ino , 

1 Apolog. II. tum vcctigalibus percat fl'BUde et mendacio 
S Apolog. Co 42: Si ineatur ~rBtio,) quan- vestrnrum professionum. 

8 Dc i(\ololatria. c. 15. 
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reference to religion, matters of indifference, and wha.t not. The pagan 
religion was, in truth, so closely interwoven with all the arrangementt 
of civil and social life, that it was not always easy to separate and_is
tinguish the barely civil or social frol? the religious element. Man" 
customs had really sprung from a rehglOus source, whose connection,; 
however, with religion had long been forgotten by the multitude, ant4! 
remembered only by a few learned antiquarians, lay too far back to bel 
recalled in the popular consciousness. l The question here arose, 
whether such customs should, like others, be considered as in themsclve8' 
indifferent; whether men might be allowed in such matters to folloW' 
the barely social or civil usages, or whether they should set aside all 
other considerations on the ground of the connection of such custoJU1 
with paganism. 

Again, Christianity, from its nature, must pronounce sentence of 
condemnation against all ungodliness, but at the same time appropria.te: 
to itself all purely human relations and arrangements, consecrating_ 
ennobling, instead of annihilating them. But the question might aAl!8f 
in particular cases, as to what was purely human, and adapted there.' 
fore to be received into union with Christianity; and what had ~ 
originally out of the corruption of humah nature, and, being in. it& 
essence ungodly, must therefore be rejected. Christianity having ~ 
peared as the new leaven in the old world - and being destined to pr<ll 
duce a new creation in an old one that had grown out of an entirel, 
different principle of . life, the question might the more readily oecur~ 
which of the already existing elements needed only to be transformed. 
and ennobled, and which should be purged wholly away? In wh~~ 
already existed, there might be many things which, through the partic
ular turn and direction they had assumed in the corrupt world; migh. 
seem utterly at variance with the essence of Christianity; but which"a1) 
the same time, by receiving another turn and direction- by beingap
plied in another way, might really admit of being easily brought into. 
harmony with it. Now there might be some, who, in condemning'the. 
abuse of these things, might also deny the possible good use of them; 
and others, who, in conceiving of their possible good use, might be; leiJ; 
to approve the existing abuse of them. 

Finally, many customs may have existed, which would never hp,'v9 
found any place in a state of things that had grown out of ChristiaBityl 
- which in their origin and nature were alien to pure Christianity ~ 
but which still, under the influence of the Christian spirit, might b& so
modified and applied, as to be divested of that which made them wholly 
incompatible with the religion of the gospel. That religion which aimedr 
nowhere to produce violent and convulsive changes from without, bull 
led to reforms by beginning in the first place within,- whose peculiall' 
character it was to operate positively rather than negatively-to dis
place and destroy no faster than it substituted something better, might,; 

1 Consult, for cxample, what Tertullien concernin'" the reli"ion9 meaning and rer~ 
and Clement of Alexandria have been able erence of the eusto~ of crowning, - things 
to drnw from the stores of their own learn· which assuredly would not easily o~C1lr 10 
ing and the works of other literary men, men in common lifo. 
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by'Yirt1Ie tA, this iia ." of ~ lsn1i!r many of the existing customs 
tc) remaiJrjast 18 they were, m,then- old defective forms~ aiming simply 
to infuse'·into- them a. new spirit, in trust that this would eventually 
throw otfthe unbefitting exterior, and create all things new. 

Henoe, notwithstanding that Christians were agreed as to gen~ral 
principlea, disputes might arise among them with regard to the applica
tion of these principles in particular cases; according as they w~re led 
bl their ditrerent positions and tendencies of mind to take a dlffe~ent 
VIew of the circumstances-disputes similar to those which at vanous 
periods afterwa.rds were not unfrequently,arising, relative to the man
agement of missions among foreign tribes of men, to the organization of 
new churches, and to the disposition of matters not essential (u.odi.popa) 
Men were liable to err here on both extremes, - on that of too lax an 
accommodation to, or on that of too stern a repulsion of, existing 
usages. The aggressive or the assimilating power of Christianity, 
which should both be intimarely united to secure the healthy develop
ment of life, might one or the other be allowed an undue predominance. 
The few excepted, who had already progressed farther in the genuine 
hoorty, of the gospel, who to deep Christian earnestness united the pru
dence and clearness of science, these few excepted, the better class of 
Ohristi&ns were generally more inclined to the latter than to the former 
of these extremes; they chose rather to reject many of those customs, 
which 8B pagans they had once practised in the service of sin and fl\lse
hood, but whicft were capable also of another application, than run 
the risk of adopting with them the corruptions of heathenism; they 
were glad to let go everything which was associated in their minds with 
sin or with pagan rites; they chose rather to do too much, than to for
feit a tittle of that Christianity which constituted their jewel, the pearl 
for which they were willing to sell all they had; as in general it is, 
more natural for men, in the first ardor of conversion, the first glow of 
genuine love, to go to excess in opposing the wbrld, than in yielding to 
it. The church at large h8B to pass through periods of development 
as to this matter, analogous to those of the individual Christian. Hence; 
in the commencing development of the Christian life, the extreme ag
gressive element must first predominate. 

As regards the controversy between the two parties described, one 
class appealed to the rule, that men are bound to render unto Cresar 
the thin@! that are Cresar's, - that in matters pertaining to civil order, 
they are bound to obey the existing laws, - that they ought not un
necessarily to give offence to the heathens, nor afford them any occliSion 
for blaspheming the name of God, - that in order to win all to em
brace the gospel, it was necessary to become all things to all men, The 
0t!ter party could not deny that these were scripture principles; but, 
wd the;y:, while we are to consider all outward, earthly possessions 
OS belongmg to the emperor, ottr hearts and our lives certainly must be
long. wholly ~~. That which is the emperor's, ought never to be 
put m c~mpetition with that- which is God's. If the injunction that we 
should gtve the heathen no ocoasion to blaspheme the Christian name, 
must be so unconditionally understood, it would be necessary to put off 
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Christianity entirely. Let them continue to blaspheme us, proVided' 
only we give them no occasion for so doing by our unchristian condlret, 
provided they blaspheme in U8 only what belongs to Christianity. We 
should indeed, in every proper way, become all things to all men; but 
yet in no such sense as to become worldly to worldly men; for it i8 MSO 

said, " If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." 1 
We see plainly that each of these two parties were correct in the princi
ples they would maintain; the only question to be determined was, where' 
these principles found their right application. . 

While one of these classes believed that they ought to avoid every 
thing which excited attention among the pagans, and which might in. 
vite them to resort to persecuting measures, the other condemned all 
such prudence and reserve, as a disposition that was either ashamed 01' 
afraid of public confession. Clement of Alexandria rebuked those who, 
whenever they met in the street, publicly saluted each other with the 
fraternal kiss, and would thus ever'y where draw attention to themselves 
as Christians. He calls it a foolish provocation of the pagans.2 He 
charges them with falsel'y wearing that Christian love for a show, which 
is an inward scntiment, and of not knowing how to suit their actions 
to the time; in doing which, it must be admitted, he makes a'wrong 
application of the words of Paul in the fifth chapter to the Ephesians;2 

Whoever followed a trade or occupation which was contrar'y to the 
generally received Christian principles, was not admitted to baptism, 
till he had pledged himself to lay it aside.4 He must enter on some 
new occupation to carn the means of subsistence; or if not in a situation 
to do this, he was received into the number of the poor maintained by 
the church. To thcse occupations were reckoned all that stood in any 
way connected with idolatry, or which were calculated to promote it; 
those, for instance, of the artists and handicraftsmen who employed 
themselves in making or adorning images of the gods. There were 
doubtless many, who, wishing to pursue thesc trades for a subsistence, 
excused themsel ves on the ground, that the'y did not worship the idols, 
'that they did not consider them as objects of religion, but simply 11$ 

objects of art; though, in thcse times, it assuredl'y argucd a peculiar 
coldness of religious feeling, to distinguish thus what belonged to art 
and what belongcd to religion. Against such excuses Tertullian ex
claimed with pious warmth,5- "Assuredly you are a worshipper of idols, 
whcn you help to promote their worship. It is true, you bring to them 
no outward victim; but you sacrifice to them 'your mind; your sweat is 
their drink-offering, - you kindle for them the light of your skill." With 
these employments were reckoned the various kinds of astrology and of 

1 Tertullian, de idololatria. Council of EI vira, can. 62: Si anriga e' 
2 Strom. III. f. 257: 01 KaTu Til~ Movr pantomimus credere yoluerint, placui~ ut 

-r;;'v uya1n/Twv urrrrarrp.ol rrapP'7rriar avo~Tov prius actibus suis renunticnt, et tunc demum 
yep.ovTf~, Kara,/>avwv Tol~ tKTO~ elvat {3ov suscipiantur, ita ut ulterius ad ea non ~. 
M/Ll:vr.JV oVell: lAaxirrT1}f p.eTixoMl XUPlTOt;, Yertantur, Qui si facere contra in~rdiCJo 

8 That they should p.vrrTlKwf '/>,A0'i'POVel tum tent.averint, projiciantur ab ocelesllI; 
r11'Jal lvvo~,v, ti;ayopar,op.ivrrof Tbv Ka,pov. 6 De idoiolatria, c, 6. 

Apostol. Constit. I. VIII, c. 31. Also, i 
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magic, a apeaies ofeelf:<WceptWB or of fraud which was at that time so 
-prevalent aad so luc~e. ' 

A remarkable proof, bow far the moral and humane feelings of our 
DIoture could be blunted by the force of educa1;ion and cust?m, how a 
narTOw-hea.rted political teDdency could suppress the sentIment of a 
common humanity, is presented in that favorite sport of the Roman peo
ple, the bloody gladiatorial shows ; exhibitions given them by ~en who 
,claimed to be cultiva.ted, and which many even of the legll;;latDrs, 
statesmen and seIr-styled philosophers, countenanced and encouraged. 
But the feeling of universal philanthropy, roused into 'life and action 
by Christianity, must have struggled, from the first, against this cruel 
custom, justified and sanctioned as it was by the established laws and 
by the pre Talent habits of thinking among the Romans. Whoever fre
quented the gladiatorial shows and the combats of wild beasts, was, by 
the general principle of the church, excluded from its communion. Ire
weus names it with abhorrence as the last denial of the Christian char
acter, when certain individuals (belonging to the wildly fanatical and 
antinomian sects of the Gnostics) did not even refrain from participat
ing in those bloody shows, alike hateful to God and to men.1 Cyprian, 
describing the joy of a Christian who has just escaped from the polluted 
heathen world, and looks back upon it from his new position, says: 2 " If 
you C88t your eye on the cities, you behold an assembly of men, pre
senting a more melancholy sight than any solitude. A combat of gladi
ators is in preparation, that blood may appease the lust of cruel eyes. 
A man is killed for the amusement of his fellow men; murder is turned 
into an art, and crime not only perpetrated, but taught as a profes
sion." Tertullian says to those pagans who defended the gladiatorial 
sports,s and who probably drew one of their arguments from the fact, 
that criminals condemned to death by the laws were sometimes em
ployed as the actors in them: "It is well, that criminals should be pun
18hed ; as who else than a criminal can deny? And yet no innocent man 
can finB pleasure in witnessing his neighbor's punishment; it behooves 
him rather to grieve, when a man, his fellow, has become so guilty as to 
subject himself to so cruel a death. But who is my voucher, that it i.s 
always the guilty who are thrown to the wild beasts, or condemned to 
other kinds of dea.th ; that innocence also does not sometimes meet with 
the same fate, through revenge on the part of the judge, weakness in 
the advocate, or the force of torture? The gladiator8 at least, as you 
must all~w, come to the comba.t, not as criminals, but as an offering to 
the public pleasure. And however the case may be with tho8e tUM 

are condemned to the gladiatorial comba.ts, yet consider what is thi<!
that punishment, whose tendency 8Mvld be to reform those who are 
guilty of minor' offences, should tend in fact to make them mur
derers ?,,- ' , 

But i~ 'YlIB not the paryicipation, in these cruel sports alone, which to 
the Chnatians appeared UlOompatlble with the nature of their calling; 

1 IrenIllllB, 1. I. c. 6: 'Or ,.".. 'ftr fra,» IIIIrI"trial ivtOlJr al!rt:iv. 
,,~ Jtal '1II"~1rO'r f'efJ'IIJIJUv1Jr ~'M ' II 'Ep. ad Donat. 
"aplO~X"'v Jta~ flOvoflClxiar 6vdpOf,Ovov "lOr 8De spectaculis, c. It. 
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the same cenSure extended to all the different public exhibitions of that 
period; to the pantomimes, the comedies and tragedies, the chariot and 
foot races, and the various amusements of the circus and the theatre. 
Such was the prevailing and passionate fondness of the Romans at that 
time for theatrical entertainments, that many were known to be Chris
tians simply from the fact that they absented themselves wholly from 
the theatre.1 The spectacles, in the first place, were considered as an 
appendage of idolatry, by virtue of their origin from pagan rites and of 
their connection with several of the pagan festivals. Among the pomps 
of idolatry or devil-worship, (7rof1-1r~ r5,a(3oAov,) which the Christians, when 
enrolled at their baptism into the service of God's kingdom, were 
obliged to renounce, (the sacramentum mi.litiro Ohristi,) these spectacle8 
were particularly included. In the next place, many things occurred 
in them which were revolting to the Christian sense of propriety; and 
where this was not the case, yet the occupying of one's self for hours 
with mere nonsense - the unholy spirit which ruled in these assemblies 
- the wild uproar of the congregated multitude, seemed unsuited to 
the holy seriousness of"the Ohristian, priestly character. The Christians 
did, in truth, consider themselves as priests, consecrated, in their whole 
life, to God; as temples of the Holy Spirit; every thing; therefore, 
which was alien to this Spirit, for which they should always keep in 
readiness the dwelling in their hearts, must be avoided. "God has 
commanded," says Tertullian,2 " that the Holy Spirit, as a tender and 
gentle Spirit, should, according to its own excellent nature, be treated 
with tranquillity and gentleness, with quiet and peace; - that it should 
not be disturbed by passion, fury, anger, and emotions of violent grief. 
How can such a spirit consist with the spectacles? For no spectacle 
passes off without violently agitating the passions. When one goes to 
the play, one thinks of nothing else than to see and to be seen. Can 
one, while listening to the declamation of an actor, think on the sen· 
tence of a prophet, or in the midst of the song of an effeminate stage· 
player, meditate on a psalm? If every species of immodesty is abomi
nable to us, how should we allow ourselves to hear, what we cannotfeel 
at liberty to speak; when we know that every idle and unprofitable word 
is condemned by our Lord? " 

To Tertullian, who was inclined to look upon all art as a lie, a coun· 
terfeiting of the original nature which God created, the whole system 
of spectacles appeared merely as an art of dissimulation and falsehood. 
" The Creator of truth," said he,3 "loves nothing that is false,-all 
fiction is, to him, falsification. He who condemns every thing in the 
shape of hypocrisy, cannot look with complacency on him who dissimu· 
lates voice, sex, age, love, anger, sighs or tears." 

Weak minded individuals, who allowed themselves to be so far car
ried away by the power of prevailing custom, which contradicted their 
~hristian feeli~gs, as to visit such scenes, might be wounded by impres
SIOns thus received, and permanently robbed of their peace. 

1 De spectacnlis, c. 24: Hine vel maxime 2 De specte.culis, c. 15. 

ethnici intelligunt factum Christianum, do 8L. c. 

rcpudio spectaculorum. 




We find examples ot a distelllj>6red state of mind, like the demonia
c&l which had been bro~t on by such inward distraction.l Others, 
.r they had been prevailed upon once or twice ~y the love of 
pleasure and in spite of their conscience, to indulge ill these amuse
ments, ';'ntracted a new ta.fe for them, and by their passionate fond
ness for the theatre, were, ill the end, gradually drawn back again to 
heathenism.' 

The pagans and the more thoughtless class of Christians were in the 
habi~o£ urging the seriously disposed with arguments like the follow
mg: Why should they withdraw themselves from these public amuse
ments ? Such outward pleasures, addressed to the eye and ear, might 
be quite consistent with religion in the heart. . God is not injured by 
man's enjoyment, which in its proper time and place may be partaken 
of without sin, as long as the fear and the reverence of God remain in 
the heart.3 Thus Celsus invites the Christians to join in the public fes
tivals. ." God," he says to them, " is the common God of all, - pe is 
good, stands in need of nothing, is a stranger to all jealousy. What 
then should hinder men, however much they may be devoted to him, 
from participating in the sports of the people? "4 Thus it is, that the 
cold frivolity of a worldly mind, when it comes in contact with a char
acter of deeper moral earnestness, commonly assumes the airs of the 
philosopher. To such arguments Tertullian replies, the very point to 
be shown is, how these amusements can agree with true religion and with 
true obedience towards the true God. 

Others, infected with the passion for these trifles, who were seeking 
for reasons by which to hush their conscientious scruples as Christians, 
argued that nothing was made use of in the public spectacles but 
God's gifta, which he had bestowed on men that they might enjoy 
them. No particular passage of scripture could in fact be shown 
where the shows were expressly forbidden. As to the chariot race, 
there could assuredly be nothing sinful in it, since Elijah rode in a char
iot to heaven. The music and dancing of the theatre could not be for
bidden, for we read in the scriptures of choirs, stringed instruments, 
cymbals, trumpets and shawns, harp and psaltery; we see king David 
dancing and playing before the ark; and the apostle Paul,in exhorting 
Christians, borrows images from the stadium and the circus.5 At this 
sophistry Tertullian exclaims, " Ah, how adroit a reasoner does. human 
ignora.nce imagine itself, particularly when it fears that it may lose 

1 For examplea, _ Tertu1lian de specta. the alarm into which she was·fIbrown by it,
culls, Co 26: A. woman who visited the the that five days afterwards she died. 
atre, came home from there in the sad con 2 L..c. c. 26: Quot docamenta de his, qni,
dition of a person demoniacall, possessed. cum diabolo apud spectaculo communican
The evil spirit, having been adJured to tell do, a Domino excidernntl 
tvhv It had taken possession of the soul of 8 L. c. c. 1. 
a ~hriltian, eaid, or rather the patient, who t Orig. c. Cels. \. VIII. e. 21: '0 ye tffIv 
imagined herself to be speaking in the 6eiJr a'/raul /cOIVO, u.ya.~Or r£ /CaL a7tpou.oe7j" 
name of the demon: "I in this did perfect lCa~ t~fJ .p,%vov. Ti ow ICfJAVe, ro,), ~a
ly right, for I found her where my own AIUTa lCarJ.,UI.,pevoVt; aliriiJ lCa~ r(jv d1J(-lO
kingdom is." .Another, the night fOllowing reM;;v (oprwv Il£Ta').,ap(3u.v£LV ;
her vilit to the theatre, had a frightful via a The tract de spectaculis, among the.Ion, and it was perhapI in consequence 01 work, of Cyprian. 
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aome of the pleasures and amusements of the world." In a.nswer. to 
the first of these arguments he says: "To be sure, all things are God's 
gifts; but the question is, for what end has God given them, and lrow 
may they be so used as to answer their true end? What is the o~ 
nal creation, and what the abuse of sin? for there is a wide difference 
between nature in its original purity, and nature corrupted, between 
the Creator and the Creator's counterfeiter." In reply to the second, 
he says: "Though in scripture there may be fOllild no express ptohibi
tion of theatrical exhibitions, yet it contains the general prin~p)eB, 
from. which this prohibition follows of itself. All which is there said 
generally against the lusts of the flesh and of the eye, must be applied 
also to this particular kind of lust. When we can maintain that wrath, 
cruelty and rudeness are permitted in scripture, then may we be at 
liberty to visit the amphitheatre. If we are such as we call ourselves, 
then let us, if we can, take delight in the shedding of human hlood." 
Against such as wrested the scriptures after the manner above 
described, the author of the treatise" On Spectacles," in the- works 
of Cyprian, uses the following language: "I can truly say, it were 
better that such persons knew nothing of the scriptures than to read 
them thus; for the language and illustrations employed to exhort men 
to the virtue of the gospel, they pervert to the defence of vice; for it 
was so written for the purpose of inflaming us with a livelier zeal in 
things profitable, while the heathens display so much earnestness on 
trifles. Reason itself can draw from the general rules laid down in 
scripture those conclusions, which are not expressly unfolded by the 
scriptures themselves.1 Let each take counsel only of himself,-let 
each confer only with that person whom, as a Christian, he ought to 
represent; he will then never do any thing unbecoming the Christian, 
for that conscience which depends on itself and not on another, will then 
preponderate." 2 

Tertullian invites the Christians to compare with those empty pleas
ures of the pagan world, the true, spiritual pleasures which had be
come theirs through faith.3 "Tell me, pray, have we any other desire, 
than that which was also the desire of the apostle, to depart from the 
world, and be with the Lord? Your pleasures are in the direction of 
your wishes. But why are you so unthankful, that you are not satisfied 
with, that you do not recognize, the pleasures so ~any and so great, 
which even now are bestowed on you by the Lord. For what is there 
more joyous than reconciliation with God, your Father and Lord; than 
the revelation of truth, the knowledge of error, the forgiveness ofm1l1• 
titudes of past sins? What greater pleasure than the despising of such 
pleasures, the contempt of the whole world; than true freedom~ \he 
pure conscience,· the guiltless life, and fearlessness of death; than thai 
you can .trea~ . under foo.t the gods of the pagan world, that you can 
expel evil spmts, heal dIseases, and pray for revelations? These are 
the pleasures, these the entertainments of the Christi:m; holy, everJa&t. 

1 Ratio docet, qure scriptum conticuit. geret. PluB enim ponderis b8bebit ~ 
2 Unusquisque cum persona professionis entia, qUal Dulli se sheri debebit, niB_hi. 

lure loquatur et nihil unquam indecorum 8 De spectaculis, c. 29. 
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ing . not- to be purchased with JIlODBy. .And what must those be which 
ey; hath not seen ear hath not heard, and which it hath not entered 
iDto the heul of ~ to conoeive !,l In like manner, the author of the 
above cited treatise in the works of Cyprian remarks: "He can never 
look with wonder on the works of man, who has come to know himself 
as a child of God. It were letting himself down from his noble preem
inence to look with wonder upon any thing else than the Lord. Let 
the ftiihrm Christian a.p~ly himself with ~l diligence to the ~oly scrip
tures and in them he will find the worthIer spectacles of faIth, - ex
hibiti~ns which even -he who has lost his eyesight may enjoy.u 

If the mere attending as a looker on a.t these theatrical entertain
ments was considered a. wrong thing by the Christians, much more would 
they reprobate the profession of an actor. In the time of Cyprian, 
there was the case of an actor who became a Christian, and then for the 
sake of a living set up a school to instruct boys in the art which he 
formerly practised. The bishop Cyprian was asked whether such an 
individual could be suffered to remain in the communion of the church, 
and he declared strongly against it. If a man, said he, is even forbid
den (Dent. 22; 5) to put on the garment of a woman, and a curse is 
p'ronouneed on anyone who does this, " how much more criminal must 
It appear, to form the man, by an immodest art, to effeminate and un
seemly gestures, to falsify the image of God by the tricks of the devil." 
"In case 8uch an one," he adds, " pleads the necessity of his poverty, 
he may assuredly find relief from that necessity amongst the rest who 
are maintained by the church, provided that he can be satisfied with 
a homelier but more innocent fare. He must not, however, suppose, 
that he is to be hired to leave off sinning, since he does this not for our 
Ake, but for his own. If the church where he resides is too poor to 
support him, let bim come to Carthage; here he may receive whatever 
is necessary for his support in food and clothing, provided only he teach 
not others who are without the pale of the church what is pernicious, 
but lea.rn himself, within the church, what tends to salvation." 1 

Among those social relations which were alien to the nature of Chris
tianity, a.nd which Christianity found existing at the time of its first 
propagation, belonged slavery. By the estrangement of humanity from 
God, its origina.l unity was disturbed. Mankind, destined to be one~ 
8plit asunder into a. multitude of nations, each striving to assert itself 
88 the whole, and each taking an opposite direction to the other in its 
course of development. Thus the consciousness of possessing a common 
human worth was lost; and it became possible for man to be placed in 
that- rela.tion to his fellow in which nature alone should stand to human
ity, and his own nature to the individual.2 A relation 80 unnatural 
eouId find its justification only by assuming the position, that the differ-

that between the artisan and his tools, the I 

I011l SlId the body, the mn and his horse 
or ox; " clavA-at ep...pvxoll 0pYCWOII, ril fI 
~'Y(lVOV fJJpvxor cloVA-or_ In this relation, 
10 Ipeak of a cJiKw.ov, a ;tJ.Ea, would be out • 
oI~. 
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ence among nations, - which took place at a later period, and origin. 
ated in sin, - that difference, by virtue of which there exists so great 
a disparity of intellectual and moral power, was something original. 
Hence men could no longer recognize the fundamental identity of hu. 
man nature, and believed one class destined by nature itself to be the 
tools of another, and without any will of their own. Thus was this reo. 
lation a necessary result of the position held by antiquity, when state 
and nation constituted the absolute form for the realization of the high
est good; and thus it could happen, that the nation which was most 
ardent for civil liberty, still employed thousands only as slaves.1 And 
though their situation was often rendered more tolerable through the 
influence of manners and the pure sentiments of humanity, -which, 
breaking through unnatural restraints, would introduce a heartier fellow
ship between master and slave ,2 - yet the contradiction between this 
whole relation and man's essential dignity could not thus be set aside; 
and in general it still continued to be the prevailing habit, to regard 
slaves not as men gifted with the same rights as all others, but as things. 
In a judicial process, slaves who were acknowledged to be implicated in 
no guilt, might still be subjected to all the tortures of the rack, for the 
purpose of extorting confessions from them. If a master was murdered 
by one of his slaves, the terrible severity of the Roman laws required 
the sacrifice of all the slaves, male and female, which were in the house 
when the crime was committed; and this, too, wh-atever might be their 
number, and even though they were not liable to the slightest sus
picion.a 

But Ohristianity brought about that change in the consciousness of 
humanity, from which a dissolution of this whole relation, though it 
could not be immediately effected, yet by virtue of the consequences 
resulting from that change, must eventually take place. This effect· 
Ohristianity produced, first by the facts of which it was a witness'; and 
next by the ideas which, by occasion of these facts, it set in circulation. 
By Ohrist, the Saviour, belonging to all mankind, the antagonisms 
among men resulting from sin were annulled; by him the original one
ness was restored. These facts must now continue to operate in trans
forming the life of mankind. Masters as well as servants were obliged 
to acknowledge themselves the servants of sin, and to receive in the 
same manner, as a gift of God's free grace, their deliverance from this 
common bondage, - the tru.e, the highest freedom. Servants and mas
ters, if they had become believers, were brought together under the 
same bond of an heavenly union, destined for immortality; they be
came brethren in Ohrist, in whom there is neither bond nor free, mem

1 See above, p. 46, the way in which Aris KOLV",vTiaaL V0{l0V Kat (11JV~fJK,g Kat 9t.A.I/It 
totle secks to justify this relation, to show o~ Ka~' &aov avtfpW1!'Of.
that it is one aimed at by nature herself. 8 Tacitus, Annal. 1. XIV. c. 42, at seq. 

2 Even Aristotle, Eth. Nicomach. 1. IX. relates how, in a case of this sort, wben tbe 
e. 13, makes this distinction in reference to blood of so many innocent persons of' av~ry 
the relation between master and slave: age and sex was to be shed, the compassloll 
VI'''' ollv ooiiA-Of, obI( EaTL 9LA-ia 1!'pilr aVrilv, of the people WILS roused, and it was neceJ
V .r (w&pO)1f'Or, clout yap elvaL TL cliKawv sary to use force to prevent an insurreo
1!'avTI av~pcJ1f'{t' 1!'pilr 1!'CLVTa Tilv clvVO:fltvov tion. 
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bers of one body baptised into one spirit, heirs of the srune heavenly 
inheritance. Se;vants often became teachers of their maste!S in the 
gospel, after ha.ving practioally exhibited before them the loftllles~ ~f a 
divine life which must express itself even under the most constramlllg 
of relatio~ and shine forth the more conspicuously by the contrast.! 
.The maste~ looked upon their servants no !onger as slaves, but as the~r 
beloved brethren; they prayed and sang III company; they could Slt 
at each other's side at the feast of brotherly love, and receive together 
the body of the Lord. Thus, by the spirit and by the effects of Chris
tianity, ideas and feelings c~uld no~ fail of being widel, difiUsed, ~hich 
were directly opposed to this relatIon, so consonant mth the hablts of 
thinking tha.t had hitherto prevailed. Christianity could not fail to give 
birth to the wish, that every man might be placed in such a relation as 
would least hinder the free and independent use of his intellectual and 
moral powers, according to the will of God. Hence the apostle Paul, 
speaking to the servant, says, (1 Cor. 7: 21,) "If thou ma;rst be made 
free, use it rather." Yet Christianity nowhere began WIth outward 
revolutions and changes, which, in aU cases where they have not been 
prepared from within, and are not based upon conviction, fail of their 
salutary ends. The new creation to which Christianity gave birth, was 
in all respects an inward one, from which the outward effects gradually, 
and therefore more surely and healthfully, unfolded themselves to their 
full extent. It gave servants first the true, inward freedom, without 
which the outward and earthly freedom is a mere show, and which, 
wherever it exists, can be cramped by no earthly bond, no earthly yoke. 
The apostle Paul says, " He that is called in the Lord, being a servant, 
is the Lord's freeman." Tertullian, wishing to show how much supe
rior this heavenly freedom is to the earthly, observes,2 "In the world, 
they who have received their freedom, are crowned. But thou art ran
somed already by Christ, and indeed bought with a price. How can 
the world give freedom to him, who is already the servant of another? 
All is mere show in the world, and nothing, truth. For even then 
thou wast free in relation to man, being redeemed by Christ; and now 
thou a.rt a. servant of Christ, although made free by a man. If thou 
deemest that the true freedom which the world can give thee, thou art, 
for that very reason, become once more the servant of man, and the 
freedom which Christ bestows, thou hast lost, because thou think est it 
bondage." The bishop Ignatius of Antioch writes to the bishop Poly
carp of Smyrna,S "Be not proud towards servants and maids; but 
neither must they exalt themselves; but they must serve the more zeal
ously for the honor of God, so that they may receive from God the 
higher freedom. Let them not be eager to be redeemed at the expense 
of the church, lest they be found slaves of their own lusts." 4 One of 

1 The example of Onesimus often re of batred to this religion, sent him olF to 
curred. Tertullian refers to CI\j<C8 in which the hous.e of correction. e.A pologet. 3: 
a master, who hnd for a long time patiently Servum Jam fidclem dominus olim mitis ab 
endured the vices of n slave; but who on orulis rclegavit. 
observing that he had soddenly refor~cd, 2 De corona militis, c. 13. 
and being at the ~ame time told that Chris s Cap. 4.

tiaailJI had wrought this change in him, out The genuineness of the letter is here of
f 

23" 
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the imperial slaves, Euelpistus by name, who was arraigned with Justin 
Martyr and other Christians before the tribunal, expressed himself 
thus: "I too am a Christian; I have obtained my freedom from. 
Christ; and through the grace of Christ, I am a sharer of the same 
hope." 1 

On the question whether a Christian could properly hold any civil or. 
military office, especially the latter, opinions were divided. As the pagan 
religion of the state was closely interwoven with all political and social ar
rangements, every such office might easily place one in situations where 
joining in the pagan ceremonies was a thing not to be avoided. For this, 
all Ohristians were agreed, no necessity whatever constituted an excuse. 
On this point, Tertullian's remark was assuredly spoken from the soul of 
every believer, -" To be a Christian is not one thing here and another 
there. There is one gospel and one Jesus, who will deny all them that 
deny him, and confess all them that confess God. With him the believ. 
ing citizen is a soldier of the Lord, and the soldier owes the same duties 
to the faith as the citizen." 2 

But independent of this was the question, whether such an office, 
considered in itself, was compatible with the Christian calling; which 
was answered by one party in the affirmative, by another in the neg&
tive. We must here take into view the circumstances in which the 
ehurch found itself placed. The prevailing idea of the Ohristian life 
was -to follow in humility, in self-denial and the renunciation of all 
earthly good, a Redeemer who had made his outward appoorance in 
poverty and a low estate, - had veiled his glory under the form of a. 
servant. The glory of the Ohristian was with his Saviour in heaven; 
as to his earthly appearance, what was lowly, what was without pomp 
or show, like the appearance of his Saviour, whom he loved to follow in 
every particular, best suited his wishes. lIe despised the power and 
the glory of this world, above which he felt himself elevated by the 
consciousness of sharing in another power and another glory. It is true, 
this renunciation of earthly things consisted essentially in the temper 
of the hea.rt; and this, under different external circumstances, might 
still remain the same; the outward possessions of earthly property, of 
earthly splendor, such as the temporal relations might require, the ex
ercise of earthly power and authority in an earthly calling, were not 
thereby necessarily excluded; all this might be, and indeed was to be, 
sanctified by Ohristianity. But the first glow of conversion did not 
allow those with whom the living feeling was the predominant power, 
soberly to distinguish what pertained simply to the idea and disposition 
in itself and what to the manifestation of it and the outward conduct. 
They were inclined to take the figure - of following their Lord, who ap
peared in the form of a servant - in an outward sense, to refer it to an 

no importance. At all cvent~, we finn a on the supposition that fidelia is the true 
witness of the Christian mode of thinking readin"', - a correction warranted perhaps
in the first ~entllry. by wh~t Tertullian has just before said reo 

1 Acta Mart. Ju>tini. specting the fides pagana. Still the com· 
2 De corona militis, c. 11: Apud hunc mon rendin'" "'ives also a good sense: The 

tam miles est pngauus fidelis, quam paga unbelieving"s~ldier, who violates the dntlel 
nus est miles infidclis_ I have translated of Christian fidelity, is to him as a Plli&l)· 
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identity of outward circumstances with those in which he had lived. 
Thus wealth, worldly power and glory,-which too they so often saw 
arrayed against the kingdom of God, -seemed to b: s~ut out .from 
them and the first fervor of their zeal led them to dISdam all this as 
alien'to their calling.l It is in this spirit Tertullian says: 2 "Thou art 
bound as a Christian, to follow thy Lord's example. He, the Lord, 
went ~bout in humility and loneliness, without a certain home, for he 
says, , The Son of Man hath not where to lay his head;' in poor .ap
parel, or he would not have said, 'Behold, they.that wear soft clothing 
are in kings' houses;' without beauty or co~elme~s 0'£ appearance,. as 
Isaiah had foretold, (cap. 53.) If he exerClsed hIS rlght of authonty 
over none not even his own disciples, for whom he perfonned the most 
menial se:nce; if, finally, conscious of his own royal dignity, he re
fused to become a king, he gave his disciples the most perfect example 
to shun all thai is lofty and great in earthly power and dignity. For 
who was better entitled to use these things than the Son of God? 
What fasces, and how many of them, must have gone before him.; 
what purple flowed from his shoulders; what gold gleamed on his brow 
-had he not judged that the glory of this world was alien both to him
self and to his ! What he rejected~ therefore, he condemned." 3 

Many Christians, again, from a conscientiousness in itself worthy of all 
respect, thought themselves bound to take passages like Matth. 5: 39, 
in the literal sense. That tone of mind very generally prevailed, which, 
in leading men to take such words of Christ as positive commands, hin
dered them on this very account from understanding them rightly, 
according to their spirit, - as the expression of that which is rooted in 
the essence of Christianity, of that new life and law of living which 
proceeds from Christ by an inward necessity. That which ought to 
have been applied as referring immediately to the disposition alone, 
was referred to the outwardness of the act. It revolted their Chris
tian feelings to suffer themselves to be employed as instruments of pain 
to others, to serve as the executors of laws which, in all cases, were dic
tated and animated by the spirit of rigid justice, without any mixture 
of mercy or love.' 

In general, the Christians became accustomed by their circumstances 
at that time, to consider the state as a hostile power, standing in oppo
sition to the church; and it was as yet, in the main, quite remote from 
their ideas to expect that Christianity could and would appropriate to 

1 Hellee the pRgan in Minncius Felix, c. • Tertullian, where he treats this mntter 
8, describes the Christians as men who, half in the first place sepnrates those i~cases 
naked themselves, despise hOMr and the which a Christian cOllld not be allowed 
pur/?le, h.onores et pnrpuras despiciunt, ip~i under any circumstances to administer a civil 
semmudl. office: Jam vero qure Bunt potestatis, neque 

2 De idololatria, r. 1 B. ju?icet de eapite alicujus vel pudore, feras 
• Tertullian, one of the sternest represen enJm de pecunia, ncminem vineiat, nemi

tatives, it must be allowed, of this mode of nem reclurlat ant torqueat, si hrec credibile 
thinking, Ilnd in whom it appeRr., like ev est fieri posse. The council of Elvira, can. 
erything else thltt had seized And animRted 56, decreed that magistrates, during the
him, to have been pushed to the utmost ex. years in which, as Duumvirs, they had to de
lnIme, 8ays, (GIoriam !'t'culi) quam damna dde on matters of life and death, ought not 
lit, in pompa diaboli deputavit. to attend church. 
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itself, also, the relations of the state.1 The Christians stood over RO'ainst 
the state, as a priestly, spiritual race; and the only way in which it 
seemed possible that Christianity could exert an influence on civil life 
was (which it must be allowed was the purest way) by tending continu: 
ally to diffuse more of a holy temper among the citizens of the state. 
When Celsus called on the Christians to take up arms like other sub
jects, for the protection of the emperor's rights, and fight in his ranks, 
Origen replied: "Weare rendering the emperors a divine assistance, 
when we put on a divine armor, wherein we follow the command of the 
apostle; 1 Tim. 2: 1. The more devout the man, the more is it in 
his power to render the emperor a far better service than can be done 
by ordinary soldiers. Again we might thus reply to the heathen: 
Your priests keep themselves pure, that they may present the cus
tomary offerings to the gods with hands unstained by blood. In war, 
you do not compel them to take the field. As priests of God it is 
their duty to fight, by prayer to him, for those who are engaged in a, 
just war and for the lawful emperor, that all opposition to those who do 
right may be put down. The Christians render greater service to their 
country than other men, by forming the hearts of the citizens, and 
teaching them piety towards that God on whom the well-being of ~ 
state depends, and who receivcs those who in the meanest cities have 
led a good life, into a city which is heavenly and divine." 2 To another 
proposal made by Celsus to the Christians, namely, that they should. 
undertake the administration of civil affairs in their country, Origen 
replies: "But we know, that in whatever city we are, we have another 
<lountry, which is founded on the word of God; and we require those 
who by their gift of teaching and by their pious life are competent to 
the task, to undertake the administration of the offices of the church." 

They, on the other hand, who maintained that the Christians were 
at liberty to assume the civil and military offices, appealed to examples 
from the Old Testament. But here the difference between the two 
stages of religious development was held up in reply. Tertullian main· 
tains against such, that for the higher stage of Christianity, the claims 
rise also higher.3 Again, the defenders of the military profession quoted 
in their defence the instance of J aIm the Baptist, who did not bid the 

1 So far from Tertullian's mind was the 
thonght, t.hat the emperors themselves would 
at some future day be Christians, that in 
Apologet. c. 21, he Rays; Sed et Cre~:tre~ 
credidissent super Christo, si aut Cresarcs 
non essen! smculo neeessarii Rut si Chri'ti
ani potuissent esse Cmsares. Compo auove, 
p.126. 

2 Iu vindication of the translation given 
above to the passage at the end of the 
eighth letter against Celsus, I must add a 
few critical remarks. In Ori"'en's words 
the reading eir 1'OV 1!'OALta 19;ov seems ~ 
me to be the correct one,-the reading elr 
1'OV 1":JV 5AI.JV 19,011, falsn. It admits of be
ing easily explainel\ how the predicate, 
which was an unusual one in the Christian 
sense, might be altered into the phraseolo

gy common among the Christians; but not 
so easily how the latter could be changed 
into the former. But that Origen himself, 
speaking from his own Christian position, 
should apply the term 7rOA,ror to ~d, c~n. 
not appear singular, as the comparISon Wlt~ 
the Z,vr 1!'OAlfVf was hovering before hi! 
mind. The word 1!'OA'f, which occurs BO 
often in this sentence, favors t~e supp~sitio.n 
of such an allusion. If thIS readmg 18 
adopted, the allusion makes it probable that 
l,vaAa!'J%VOVTfr should be read instead of 
uvaAaf,(Juvovra. 

3 De idololatria, c. 18: Scito non semper 
eomparanda esse vetera et novlI, rudi~ et 
polita, crepta' et explicita, semlill et Ube· 
ralia. 
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soldiers that came to him to relinquish their former calling, but pre
scribed to them certain rules, by which they might pursue it in a man
ner well-pleasing to God' but it was replied to them, that John stood 
on the dividing line beiwee~ the two economies. But ~hen they 
brought forward in their defence the example of the cen~non, whose 
faith Christ himself had commended, (Luke 7,) and espeCIally the ex
ample of the believing C?melius; the force of su?h an. appeal could be 
more readily felt by therr opponents,. and Tertulhan ~I:~nself, t~at zea!
oUB antao-onist of the military profeSSIon amongst Chnstmns, beheved It 
could not be wholly condemned, in the case where such as had become 
Christians while they were soldiers, persevered in the calling they had 
once chosen, so far as it could be done consistently with their steadfast
ness in the faith.1 Against the profession of arms was also quoted the 
command to Peter, in Matth. 26: 52, to put up again his sword into 
its place.2 This command, the opponents of the military calling, in 
despite of the context and of the manifest end for which it was given, 
would consider as addressed to all Christians. 

Christianity, beginning with the consciousness of redemption, the 
central point of all that is distinctively Christian, aimed to assimilate 
and to appropriate whatever belongs purely to man and to his worldly 
relations, for the kingdom of God. All this was to be pervaded with 
the divine life, all this was to be ennobled by it. This Christian mode 
of appropriating the world manifested itself in opposition to the method 
in the two previous stages of human development; one of which was 
a secularizing of the spirit, a confounding it with the world and a deifi
cation of the worldly, in paganism; the other, opposition to the world, 
arising out of the consciousness of the inward schism of sin, when the 
world presented itself to the consciousness only as that which is without 
God and contrary to God-the Jewish, legal position. Contemplated 
from both these positions, the Christian life was unintel1igible in its true 
import and significancy. Contemplated from the legal position, it ap
peared as something too free, verging near to paganism; and from the 
heathen position, as something too unfree, too constrained. The Chris
tian life could not fail to be reproached as a being righteous overmuch, 
as t~e ~mmodica 8uperstitio, the nimium pietatis,3- sheer pietism. The 
Christians must have seemed a race that hated the light, that were dead 
to the world, and hence of no use in it.4 
_ ?-,o this. charge, laid against the Christians, Tertullian replies :5 " How 
IS It posslble they shou~d be such, who live in the midst of yeu, have 
the same food and clo~hmg, the ~ame necessarie~ of life as yourselves? 
For we are no Brahmms, or Indian gymnosophlsts no dwellers in the 
woods, no recluses retired from the haunts of me~. We well under
stand what. thanks we o~e to God, our Lord and Creator; we despise 
not the enjoyment of his works. We only moderate that enjoyment, 

1 De corona milit. c. 2. of his letters, the pagan husband says of 
t De idololatria, c. 19: Omnem postea his wife, a Christian, " qUill, dum nimi"a pia

militem Dominus in Petro exarmando dis fuit, facta est impia." cinxit. 
• See the words cited above, on pa!!e 92: 

I In an epitaph which Gilbert Burnet dis " natio latebrosa et lucifuga," and the" rest.
covered at Lyons, Rnd published in the first 6 Apologet. c. 42. 
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that it may not degenerate into excess or abuse. With you, therefure 
we inhabit this world, ~ot wit!:lOut markets, baths, in~s, workshops: 
fairs, and whatever else IS considered necessary to the Intercour~e of 
life. We also pursue with you the business of navigation, OF WAR, of 
agriculture, of commerce; we share in your employments, and con,. 
tribute of our labor, to your profit, for the public service." 1 

Yet while it was true, that the Christians by no mea.ns withdrew 
themselves from the intercourse of life, they were, at the same time, in 
the frequent habit of setting apart certain days for the purpose of self
examination and quiet devotion, for the purpose of renewedly conse. 
crating their lives to God; so that they might return back, with fresh 
zeal and vigor and renovated powers of holy living, to their ordinary 
avocations. These days of holy consecration, of penitence and prayer, 
which individual Christians appointed for their own use, were often· 
times also a sort of fast-days. That they might be less disturbed by 
sense whilst their minds were intcnt on holy things, they were accus
tomed on such days to confine their bodily wants within stricter limits 
than usual, or else to fast entirely; where we must take into considera
tion the peculiar nature of that hot climate in which Christianity first 
began to spread. Whatever they saved by their abstinence on these 
days, was appropriated to the maintenance of the poor brethren. There 
were also many, who, in the warmth of their first love, after being bap
tized, immediately gave a large portion of their earthly property, or all 
that they had, to the church fund or to the poor, feeling themselves 
constrained to express, in the strongest manner, their contempt of the 
earthly things by which their hearts had been hitherto enslaved; to de. 
clare most decidedly, - what now had full possession of their hearts, ~ 
the wish to sacrifice, to give away anything, so they might but win the 
heavenly pearl. It was to them as though the words of our Lord were 
addressed directly to themselves: "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven; and come and follow mc." Within the bosom of the church, 
they led a quiet, retired life, maintained themselves by the labor of 
their hands, and remained unmarried, th~t, without being disturbed by 
earthly cares, the.Y might devote themselves to prayer, to the study of 
the scriptures, to holy meditations, and to active labors for the kingdom 
of God; and all that remained from the earnings of their industry, 
after barely satisfying the most necessary wants of life, they devoted to 
objects of Christian charity. Such Christians were called the Abste
nients, the zealous seekers after Christian perfection, continentes, uUKijral.2 

There were many others, again, who, through the influence of a· pious 

1 How far remote the idea of the later plicitcr nudus, at nudis pedibus et sine domo 
monaehism lay from the apprehension of IJI montibus conversatnr, quemadmodum 
Christians generally, is evident from a pas aliquot ex his animalibus, qUal herbi~ vel!
sage in Irenlllus, where he is speaking of cuntur, veniam merebitnr, ideo quod IgnO
their dependence for the means of support ret necessitates nostrre conversiltionis. 
on the heathens among whom they lived, 2 ' AUKtiv, UUK~T1Jr, a current word among 
1. IV. c. 30: Etenim, si is qui tibi hree im pagans and Christians in this ~er~~, to de
putat, separatus est a gentilium cootu, et note a peculiarly rigid moral diSCIplIne. 
nihil est alienorum apud eum, sed est sim
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Christian education had from the ea.rliest years imbibed such a love for 
divine things as m~de them solicitous to loosen to the utmost every tie 
which bound them to the earth. Individuals of this class were to be 
fOWld belonging to both the sexes ;-the females were called distinc
tively 1r~t1IO', virgins.I . 

Amongst the pagans them~elv~s, it was then ~e ~ustom of those who 
led lives consecrated to medltation, to be ascetICS ill the sense above 
given. Philosopher and ascetie were synonymous expressions.2 The 
term "philosophy" was to denote the direction and ben~ of the whole 
life. But it must be admitted, that among the pagans this had already 
become also a mask for hypocrisy, as for example, with the notorious 
pseudo-cynics. Now it sometimes happened, that these pagan ascetics 
were led, in their earnest strivings after perfection, to embrace Christ
ianity; and after having become Christians, still adhered to their former 
habits of life, which, in themselves, contained nothing repugnant to 
Christianity; or that others, in whom Christianity first produced a more 
serious turn of life, adopted these habits, as a token of the change that 
had been wrought in them. They could avail themselves of the atten
tion they attracted by publicly appearing in the garb of these philo
sophical ascetics, - the philosopher's cloak,s- and of the respect paid 
to them by the multitude on account of their mode of life, to enter into 
philosophical and religious conversation with those who, out of respect 
or curiosity, gathered round them in the public walks or places of re
sort; and thus to present to them Christianity as the new and heavenly 
philosophy,4 which had come from the East. It was assuredly a picture 
taken from the very life of those times, where we are told by Justin 
Martyr,S that early one morning, as he made his appearance on the 
public walk, he was presently accosted by several with the salutation, 
"Good morrow, philosopher; " 6 whilst one of them added, that he had 
received it 88 a lesson from his master in philosophy, never to slight 
the philos?ph;r's cloak, but to welcome with ~very civility those that 
appeared ill It, and endeavor to draw them mto conversation. This 
led to a dialogue on the marks of true religion, and on Christianity. 
"Joy to thee," exclaims Tertullian to the philosopher's cloak 7 "a bet
ter philosophy has deigned to wrap itself in thy folds, since thou hast 
began to be the garb of the Christian." 

While spiritual pride could so easily attach itself to this mode of 
life, the spirit of Christian love and humility, in such a form shines 
forth with the more splendor, as in the example of that Alcibiades, 

1 Of such Tertullian speaks, de cult. fe ~ See e. g. Artemidor. oneirocrit. IV. 
min. 1. II. c. 9: Aliqui abstinentes vino et where he speaks of an 'AAifav6por {) .pLM
animalibus esculentis, multi se spadonatui t1~Or, lfJEAe de uln',fiJ, QVTt avopt aOK1JT1.1, oVTe 
obsigna.nt propter regnum Dei j - and Jus. rafJov, oVu /(OtVtJVlar, ovu 1rl.oVTOV· - and 
tin Mart. Apolog. II: nOAAOi Tlver /(a~ V. 18: 'E~LAOt1OfJ1Jt1E'IJ eVTo"tJr f(at Toir M
",oAAa~ t~1JI(OVTOVTO' f(u2 t{360fJ1Jf(OVTOVTOI rOLr /Ca} 1i aOf(~t1~1 X(J1J0UfJEVOr Uf(OAovf}or.
ot ~f( 1rai6..v tfJaf}1JTe~1Jt1av T.;i XPIt1'T~: B Tpt{3tJV, TPL{3(,J1JtOV, pallium.

"4Jf}0POL d'flIUvOVt1t, - which, increed, is not , 4>ll.o(1O</,;a TWI> {3up{3ap(,w. 

to be 80 understood as if all these had from 
 , Dial. c. Tryph. Jud.
the first purposely a.dopted nch a mode of ~ 4>l.Mt1O'/Je, xaipe I
life. TIn his trace de pallia. 

http:obsigna.nt
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who was one of the imprisoned confessors at Lyons.! Having acc1UJ. 
tomed himself, as an ascetic, to live on bread and water, he continued 
to observe the same habits in the prison; when, by the inward voice of 
the Spirit, it was revealed to AttaIus, one of the other confessors, that 
Alcibiades was wrong in refusing to enjoy what God had created, and 
thus giving occasion of offence to other Christians. To this admoni
tion, Alcibiades immediately submitted, and without further scruple 
partook indiscriminately of all that was set before him, giving God 
thanks.2 

Now, though sucl~ ascetics were fully penetrated with a Christian 
spirit, - a spirit of love and humility, - yet we cannot fail to per· 
ceive, even here, a one-sided tendency, which, in the earlier stages of 
the development of Christian life, might easily become excessive. 
Christianity was designed to be the llJorld-sw}ectinf} principle. It was 
to take up into itself and appropriate to its own ends all that belongs 
to man, - all that is of the world. But to bring this about, it was 
necessary that it should first enter into a conflict with what had hith· 
erto been the world-subjecting principle, - into a conflict with sin and 
the principle of heathenism and everything connected therewith, con· 
cerning which necessary conflict we have had occasion to speak else
where. '1'he clearing away of these hindrances must therefore be the 
first aim of Christianity; although indeed this was an object that could 
not be really accomplished without the positive appropriation of the 
purely human element In the development, in time, the negative, 
aggressive tendency must needs appear first; and of this there might 
easily come to be an undue predominance, while the positive appropri. 
ating element: without which the problem of Christianity could never be 
resolved, might retreat out of sight. Hence a one-sided ascetic ten
dency easily introduced itself into the earliest stages, into the first 
stadium, of the development of the Christian life, and more partiou. 
larly in the case of thosc who embraced Christianity with their whole 
soul. Wherever this religion awakened in the first place disgust at the 
worldly pursuits which hau previously swallowed up the life, enkindled 
the holy flame of love for the divine, of aspiration after eternal lire, 
this fit;.st movement would readily assume an ascetic shape. With t~, 
other elements might now intermingle, that had formed themselves, m· 
dependent of Christianity, out of the previous process of the world's 
development, and which, without the creative influence of Christianity, 
would have taken a much wider sweep, and which could be finally sub
dued only by the might of this new principle of life. The sprightly, 
youthful life of the pagan world had passed over at length ~to t~e 
sense of inward disunion, of schism, and had given place to the dua~i& 
tic and ascetic tendencies coming from the East. Accordingly, Ohmt
ianity at its first appearance found such tendencies already existing, and 
these, which found a point of contact and union in the deep-felt breach, 
would have pressed onward to a still more extravagant length, if t~e 
consciousness of redemption proceeding from Christianity had not, In, 


1 See above, p. 112, and the following. s Euseb. 1. V. c. 3. 
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proportion as it unfolded itself, deprived them more and more of this 
point of union. But beyond a doubt, this already exist~ng te~de.ncy. to 
a misconceived renunciation of the world and of sense, tnlght mlX m With 
the onHided negative tendency, which, as w~ ~ave. seen, wo~d fir;;t 
become prominent in ~~ development of C!rristian life, and might m 
this way assume a Christian sh~pe and colorm&. .. 

Thus arose an undue estimation of the ascetic, contemplatIve hfe
of celibacy - which could go to the extreme of awarding to such life a 
much more exalted stage of future blessedness.1 It was here, that the 
mistaken apprehension of our Saviour's language to the rich found its 
support- that a perfection, surpassing that ordinary standard of the 
Christian life which is occupied in fulfilling the duties of one's earthly 
calling, was denoted by those words - whi.ch perfection consisted in 
the renunciation of every earthly good, (the germ of the doctrine of 
the concilii evangelici.) Now in this manner it became possible, that 
an opposition which belonged to the fundamental principles of antiqui
ty, - but which by the consciousness of redemption, of the princi
ple of the divine life destined to enoble all that belongs to humanity, 
was overcome and banished, - should imperceptibly gain admission 
once more into the evolution of Christianity itself; - we mean, that 
opposition between the common and the higher, the' practical and the 
contemplative life - between divine and human virtue. It is clear, 
how this apprehension must have coincided with the notion of a caste of 
priests, preeminently consecrated to God, who must hold themselves 
aloof from all intercourse with the world; and so too the opinion might 
have had its birth, that celibacy belonged to the perfection of the spirit
ual order.2 

This falsely conceived opposition to the world had already become 
the. mask for a worldly temper, which would affect the appearance of 
holiness, or sought to gain an easier life at the expense of the church.3 
Cyprian had to write a tract of admonition and warning against the 
showy dress and display which had crept in among the rich virgins, at 
Carthage, w~o ~ad .e~nBecrate~ t,hemselYes to .God.4 And thus it hap
pened, tha.t ill disdainmg what IS m harmony WIth nature,-which is also 
,!hat corresponds to Christianity, - men devised unnatural forms of rela
tio~ between the. two sex~s; 'and in this case! nature, so proudly dis
da.ined~ coul~ easily.exerCISe ~ .dangerous reactlOIl, and sensuality cor
ruptly mtermmgle With the spmtual state; as in the cohabitation of such 
~~ with un~arried ecclesiastics, under the pretence of a purely
spmtual connectlOn.!) 

1 As. is done expressly by Origen, Homil. 8 See what Tertullian, who was now a ~ m.•T~rem. ~ 4. Comp. Cyprian, de violent, over-heated accuser of the catholic habltu vJrglnum. 
church indeed, but who must have felt that 

li The council of Elvira, (A. D 3O~) he ~ad some gr?uI!d for such charges, says from which, however, no inferen~ ~ be agamst many vlrgzne.s: lEmulatio illas nondrawn with regard to the general practice religio producit; aliqnando et ipse venter of the church. This council, where the Den.s .eorum,. quia facjle virgines fraternit~one-sided ascetic spirit spoken of above, SUSCipit. De Idololatnn. c. 14.
prevailed to an emillen t degree, decreed : Compo the tract de babitu virginum. already, can. 88, that bishops, presbyters The avv£iuaK1'Ot, as they were afterand deacons, living with their wives sh'ould 

wards calIed, subintroductre. Against thembe deposed from their places. ' 
Cyprian, ep. 62, ad PompoIl. Though C.Y~

VOL. I. 24 
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And while thus the secluded life of ascetics and ecclesiastics waa ex. 
tolled above the common life of Christians, another mischievous COIl$6

quence resulted. They who were occupied in the common busineStl of 
life, forg?t the greatness of their Christia? c.alling, and t~ought they 
were entItled to lower very much the reqUlsltlOns as to thelr own daily 
living. 

As early as the time of Clement of Alexandria there were those who, 
on being advised not to put themselves on a level with the pagans in 
their rage for the public shows, but to ponder well what belonged to the 
seriousness of the Christian calling, were accustomed to repel such ex. 
hortations, and excuse themselves by saying, " We cannot all be philos
ophers and ascetics; we are ignorant people; we cannot read;' we un. 
derstand nothing of the holy scriptures; why should we be subjected 
to such rigorous demands! " 1 

Yet we observe many indications, too, that a sound' Christian spirit 
opposed itself to this false ascetic tendency. Such we find in an ancient 
writing known by the name of the Shepherd, which is said to have 
been composed by a certain Hermas, and had great authority in the 
first centuries. In regard to fasting, it is here said,2 "Above all, exel'
cise thy abstinence in this, to refrain both from speaking and from hear
ing what is wrong; and cleanse thy heart from all pollution, from all 
revengeful feelings, and from all covetousness; and on the day thou 
fastest, content thyself with bread, vegetables and water, and thank 
God for these. But reckon up what thy meal on this day would have 
cost thee, and give the amount to somc widow, or orphan, or to the 
poor. Happy for thee, if, with thy children and whole household, thou 
observest these things!' Clement of Alexandria notices the fact, tha.t 
many kinds of pagan worship required celibacy and abstinence from 
meat and wine in their priests; that there were rigid ascetics among 
the Indians, namely the Samaneans, and hence argued that usages 
which may exist also in other religions and even be combined with 
superstition, cannot, in themselves considered, be peculiarly Christian. 
He then adds, - "Paul declares that the kingdom of heaven consists 
not in meat and drink, neither therefore in abstaining from wine and 
flesh, but in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. .Ai& 
humility is shown, not by the castigation of the body, but by gentl&
ness of disposition, so also abstinence is a virtue of the soul, consisting 
not in that which is without, but in that which is within the man. Ab
stinence has reference not to some one thing alone, not merely to plell&
nre, but it is abstinence also to despise money, to tame the tongue, and 
to obtain by reason the dominion over sin." 3 

prian elsewhere speaks, even in extravagant 13th canon, that such fallen virgins who "!. 

terms, of the obligations which were con fused to return back to their former condl' 

nected with the entranco into such a mode tion, should be refused communion, even in 

of life as a connubium spiritale cum Dom the article of death. , 

ino, yet he expresses himself here with be. 1 'AU' oV 7ravre~ 4',A,ouorpovf'£v, 'Y~ 

coming moderation: Si autem perseverare Ta ob" If'a-{}ov. Clemens Pwdagog.l.1lL 

nolunt vel non possunt, melius est, ut nu· £ 255. 

hant, quam in 19nem delictis suis cadant 2 Lib. III, Similitud. V_ 

But the council of Elvira decreed, in their a Clemens Strom_ 1. III. £ 446, et seq. 
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When those people of whom .e have spoken above, excused them
selves from the more severe requisitions regarding t~~ir daily walk, 
with the plea, we are not all philosophers, not of the spmtual oroer, he 
replies to them: But are we not all striving after life? What sayest 
thou? How art thou then a believer? How lovest thou God and thy 
neighbor? Is that not philosophy? Thou sayest, I have never learned 
to read. But if thou hast not learned to read, thou canst not excuse 
thyself thus, for not having heard,. for there is no need of anyone's 
teaching thee this. (All hear the preached word, hear the scnptures 
read in the church assemblies.) But faith is not the possession of the 
wise of this world, but of the wise in God. Faith is taught also with
out writing; and ita writing, which is adapted even to the knowl~dge 
of the ignorant, is still divine, and is called love. Even the busmess 
of the world may be managed in an unworldly, in a godly manner." 1 

ThU!l Clement insista on the common spiritual and priestly calling of all 
believers, and he requires even of those engaged in trades, and of pub
licans, that they should exhibit philosophy in their practice.2 It was 
for the purpose of correcting the opinion of those who considered the 
renunciation of all worldly goods as true Christian perfection, misun
derstanding Christ's language to the rich young man, that the same 
Clement wrote his beautiful tract on the question, "What must be the 
rich man's character, in order that he may be saved."3 In this tract, 
he endeavors to show that in Christianity the disposition of the heart 
is the essential thing. " Our Saviour," says Clement, " does not, as 
many groundlessly assume, command us to throwaway onr earthly 
goods, but to banish the opinwn of money, the passion for it - that 
canker of the soul- the cares, the thorns {)f worldly life, which choke 
the seed of the divine life. What does our Lord teach as something 
new, as the only life-giving doctrine, of which those who came before 
him knew nothing? What is it, that is peculiarly his own, and the new 
creation? Not some outward act, that others also have done;. but 
something higher, more divine, more perfect, intimated only by the out
ward act, that all which i8 foreign, should be torn up, root and branch, 
and east. forth fro~ the soul. For even t~ose before him despised out
ward things, and m fact gave away theIr earthly goods; but the in
ward passions of the soul only became the stronger, for they were filled 
with vanity, pride and contempt for other men, - as if they had done 
something the~selve8 beyond th.e reach of. human!ty. A man may have 
thrown away his earthly possellsIOns and stIll retain the desire of them 
~ his heart; thus subjecting himself to the double disquietude of hav
mg to ~gret ~i8 prodigality and of feeling himself deprived of the 
nece8ll&r1es ~f life. What means would be left of communicating one 
to another, if none had. the means to bestow? A.nd were this the doc-

not be exactly J"endered,) lIaTa ife~" o:rra
yew oV /W(WAVrat. 

S Kal rlfllTJi .ptA0(10~OVvrf.ol1) ol o:yopalol 
/Cat oIICG'"IAot. Predagog. 1. III. f. 250. 

8 Ttc 6 (1t.1,ollevOf dov(11o, j § 11. 
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trine of our Lord, how could it fail to be at variance with many other 
glorious doctrines of his? Earthly property should be considered in the 
light of a staff, an instrument for good uses, to be turned to the proper 
account by those who know how to use .it rightly." 

Clement recognized a divine order and arrangement in the unequal 
distribution of property, which was to serve as a material for Christian 
virtue. Community of goods appears to him as a thing repugnant to 
the divine plan.1 "As food does not advantage us in God's sight," 
says he, " so neither does the married or the unmarried life without 
knowledge, but virtuous action done with kno,wledge." 2 

When the Montanists would have imposed new fasts and new laws of 
abstinence on the church, the spirit of evangelic:11 freedom among the 
Christians took strong ground against them. They' were accused of 
not duly distinguishing between the economies of the Old and of the 
New Testament; of making laws where, according to the spirit of the 
gospel, all should be free, where every onc should act without con· 
straint, according to his own peculiar temperament and his own indi
vidual ncccssities. The only fasts prescribed by God was fasting from 
bosom sins.3 

Like others whose language we had occasion to cite above, Commo
dian also rebuked the extravagant estimation in which martyrdom was 
held as an opus operatum. He showed, that whoever was a martyr in 
disposition, whoever exercised love, humility, patience, was equal to the 
martyr without shedding a drop of blood.4 "Many err," said he, 
"when they say, we have conquered the enemy by our blood; and 
they will not conquer him, if he comes to assault them (if he plunges 
them into temptations of another kind.)5 Thou, then, who wouldst 
become a martyr by the confessions of thy mouth, robe thyself in time 
of peace with all goodness, and rest secure." 

If the ascetic tendency was but a transient moment of exccss on one 
side in the development of the Christian life; we see on the other hand, 
from the first, in that whieh presents the strongest contrast to it, in the 
ennoblcd family relation, the power of the Christian principle of life in 
its healthy developmcnt. And this great effect resulted first from the 
fact that the true import of marriage was realized by Christianity;
its import as the harmonious union of two individuals separated by sex, 
in a higher spiritual oneness of life, by the communication of a divine 
life destined to reconcile all antitheses. Connected with this, was the 
fact, that wherever Christianity found entrance, the equal dignity and 
worth of the female sex, as possessing a nature created in the image of 

1 'O~ U evaVTlWV () K6(7flO~ (7vYKftTal, Mons (which gives no good Bem<ej patiens fueris,!n' 
':',nrep tK f)epflov Kat 1jJVxpOV, ~1Jpov Te "a~ teUige tP. martyrem esse. 

6 Instruct. 62 :ilypov. orm.> KaK T&V rSld6vTwV I«'K T&V 
Multi quidem errant dioentes, sangujne D08tro,

'Aafl(3avovTWv. Stroma!. \. III. f. 449. V1cimus iniquum, quo mane-nte, 
2 Stromat. \. IV. f. 533. (Which mar be referred either to the near· 
8 See Tertullian, de jcjuniiR. est subject miquus, as I have rendered, or 
4 Instruct. 48 : the more remote sanguis; - they do nol 

Mutts. sint martyria, qum ftunt sine sangulne fuso. want that victory which is won withotllAUenum non eupere, wile martyrium habere, 

Linguam refrmnare, bUll1Uem te redlieTC debea, blood.) 

Vim ultra non facere, nec fo.cmm reddere contra., Tu ergo, qui qUIIlr\s DlILrlyrlnm Inn..., 'ferbo, 


In pace te vest! 001111, e~ 08110 8OOW'UJ. 
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God and allied to the divine no less than the male, was brought dis
-tinctly before the consciousness; and that the sex was invested with the 
rights belonging to it - in opposition to the principle of the. ancient 
world, particularly in the East, where the woman was placed m an ~l. 
toO"ether subordinate relation to the man.1 Thus Clement of Alexandna 
gi~es prominence to the Christian import of marriage ~d of the. family 
life, in opposition to those who were given to the exceSSIve ascetic ten~. 
ency. "The genuine Christian," says he, "has the apostles for hIS 
example; and in truth, it is not in the solitary life, one shows himself 
a m.an; but lte gets the victory over other men, who, as a husband and 
father of a family, withstands all the temptations that assail him in pro
viding for wife and children, servants and substance, wit~out allowi~g 
himself to be turned from the love of God. T4e man Wlth no family 
escapes many temptations; but as he has none save himself to care 
for, he is of less worth than the man, who has more to disturb him, 
it is true, in the work of his own salvation, but accomplishes more in 
social life, and in truth presents in his own case a miniature of provi. 
dence itself." 2 Describing the Christian matron, he says;3 "The 
mother is the glory of her children; the wife, of her husband; both are 
the glory of the wife, and God is the glory of them all." And Tertul· 
lian : 4 "What a union is that between two believers, having in common 
one hope, one desire, one order of life, one service of the Lord? Both, 
like brother. sister, undivided in spirit or body, nay, in the true 
sense twain in One flesh, kneel, pray and fast together, mutually teach, 
exhort, and bear with, each other; they are not separated in the 
church of God, and at the Lord's supper; they share each other's 
troubles, persecutions, joys; neither has any thing to hide from the 
other; neither avoids the other; there is free liberty to visit the sick, 
to sustain the needy; the harmony of psalms and hymns goes up be· 
tween the~, and. ~ach vies with the other in singing the praise of their 
God. Christ reJOIces to behold and hear such things, and scnds them 
his peace. Where there are two, there he is also; and where he is, the 
spirit of evil cannot enter." 

It. was required of the Christian mistress of a family, that by the 
sobrIety of her whole demeanor, by the decency and simplicity of her 
dress,6 she should show the spirit that ruled within, and thus let her 
very appearance shine as a light, in an age characterized by excessive 
display, luxury and corruption of manners. 

But here again there were two opposite parties. While to some 
poverty of apparel seemed inseparably connected with the essence 01 
hu~ili~y, a!ld to be implied !n. the idea of the servant form of the 
Chnstlan hfe, others 88.ld, "It IS enou"h to have the disposition which 
becomes ~hristia~ women. God looks ~n the heart - the outward ap
pearance IS n?thmg. Why make a display of the change that has 
been wrought 10 us ? Far rather are we bound to furnish the heathens 

1 Also in the Ethic. magn. of Aristotle t Ad uxorem, I. II. c. 8.
J. 1. c. 34: X tipov iJ yvviJ TOV uvupor. ' 6 Compo Commodian. instrnctiones, 59,

j Stroma!. I. VII. f. 741. the satiric remarks directed against tbe gau
8 Predagog. I. III. f. 250. dy apparel of the Christian women. 

24" 
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no occasion for blaspheming the Christian name and to aCCuse Christ
ianity of being irreconcilable with the customs of the world,l These 
earthly goods are in our possession; why may we not use them? Why 
may we not enjoy what we have? For whom were these precious ob
jects created, if not for us ? Who are to enjoy the C08tly articles if 
all prefer the cheap?" 2 To the latter argument, Clement of Alexan
dria replied: "Even though all things are given us, though all things 
are allowed us; though all things arc lawful for us;yet, as the apostle 
says, all things are not expedient. God has created our race for doing 
good and communicating; he has created every thing for all; every
thing, therefore, is a common good; and the more wealthy should not 
make of it an exclusive possession. Such reasoning, therefore, is not 
humane, does not correspond with our social affections. Love will 
rather speak thus: 'I have it - why should I. not bestow it on the 
needy?'" 8 

Tertullian says: "What reasons can you have for going about in 
gay apparel, when you are removed from all with whom this is required? 
You do not go the round of the temples, you ask for no public shows, 
you have nothing to do with pagan festivals. You have no other than 
serious reasons for appearing abroad. It is to visit a sick brother, to 
be present at the communion, or a sermon; and if offices of courtesy or 
friendship call you among pagans, why not appear in your own peculiar 
armor,-especially as you are to mix with unbclieve..-that so the 
difference may be seen between the servants of God ana. of Satan, that 
you may serve for an example to them, and that they may be edified 
by you?" 

Adhering strictly to that religious and moral point of view in which 
the marriage relation was first presented by Christianity, many be
lieved that where there was no union of hearts by the bond of religion, 
where there was rather disunion in regard to the highest concerns of 
the inward life, the true significancy of marriage could not be realized. 
Hence they discountenanced all marriage relation between Christians 
and pagans. Tertullian labors to show how inevitably the pious Chris
tian woman, who regarded Christianity as the soul of her life, who be
longed to the church as one of its living members, and felt herself 
happy in its communion, must, in a thousand ways, be checked and 
disturbed in her religious duties and injured in her feelings, by living 
with a heathen. " Is there a meeting for prayer," says he, "the hus
band will devote this day to the use of the bath; is a fast to be ob
served, he will on this day make a banquet for his friends. Never will 
more hiNdrances arise from the business of the household, than precise. 
ly when the duties of Christian charity call the wife to go abroad. 
(Next foHows the passage, which we have already quoted, relating to 
those duties of the Christian mistress of a family, in the performance of 
which she is hindered by her pagan husband.) What shall her hus

1 Tertullian de t'tlltu feminarum, particu- in the works above referred to, and by Cy
1W'ly I. U. c. 11. prian, de habitu virginum. Perhaps T~ 

2 Clemens Predagog. 1. II. c. 12. tullian and Cyprian had both read this 
3 The same thing is said by Tertullian, work of Clement. 
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band sing to her or she to her hllsband ? Would she like to hear any· 
thing Vom the theatre, or from the tavern! What m~ntion is there .of 
God what invocation to Christ Y. 'Where IS the nounshment for faIth 
by the quoting of scripture in their convers~tion yl W~ere is there re
freshment of spirit; where, the divine blessmg? " . 

In the cases just mentioned, the question related to a mamage that 
was to be contracted where 88 yet no pledge had been given. It was 
different where a co~nection, which was not to be dissolved but sanc
tified by'Christianity, already existed, and. o~e o~ the parties became a 
convert. This case Tertullian expressly dlStmgmshes from the former. 
" It is different with those, who, when they came to the faith, found 
theDlSelves already connected in marriage with pagans. If such a 
marriage is valid with God, why should it not go on with his blessing, 
so that it may continue to be spared from many afflictions, disquietudes 
and stains, enjoying, 88 it does on one side, the protection of divine 
grace. But where one enters voluntarily and uncalled into forbidden 
relations, that is another thing." " The manner in which his wife was 
converted to Christianity," continues Tertullian, " may have a strong 
impression on the heathen husband himself, so that he may be cautious 
how he disturbs her too much, or watches her too narrowly. He has 
witnessed a great event, he has seen the proofs of what God has wrought, 
he knows that she has become better for the change. Thus are those 
the more easily gained over to the faith, to whom the grace of God is be. 
come familiar." It is true, the observance of such a change did not 
always make this favorable impression. Many a blind devotee to pa· 
ganism, when he observed that his wife, whose manners he was before 
obliged to watch with an anxious scrutiny, had become all at once so 
domestic and exemplary, - but at the same time that Christianity had 
produced the change:-spurned from him the wife whose vices he 
had before tolerated. The case sometimes occurred, too, where the 
Christian woman, who was married to a vicious heathen, and previous
ly, when a heathen herself, had been the pander of his vices, was now 
88 &. Christian forbidden by her conscience to persist in this course. 
She endeavored first by exhortations and remonstrances to lead him in 
a. better way. But as these would be indignantly rejected, she found 
hers?lf compell~d, in order.to avoid pa:ticipating in his sinful life, to 
obtain a separation from him; and this proved the occasion of not a 
few persecutions, excited by exasperated husbands.2 

It.resulted f~m this Christian point of view in the consideration of 
ma.rnage, that It early became a custom to add the 8anction of the 
church to the civil contract. The presiding officers of the church and 
the deaconeBSes were convoked. It was to be understood that the mar

~ ~i fomenta fid~ de scriptlllVUm in the wbole, passage relates to quotations in t.eljectione! IICcordmg. to the reading in convers~tion, the first readilIl!' is to tbe~~ltiDS' edition. 4C<'ording to the read point. And even if this is the "riuht one i\ mg III that of Pamehu8, "interlectione"_ follows from it tbat husband and"wife m~t .. by the intenninj1;led reftdin<>' of the Holy 
~BlleSS a familiar acquaintance with tho SeriptDl'8II" It hardly admi~ of being de Bible.

termined whi('h is the correct reading. A. 
2 See Justin Mart. apolog. II. 
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riage was contracted by the will of God, and not by the impulse of 
passion, al\d that all was done to the glory of God.! Bride and bride
groom sat down together at the Lord's table and partook of the com. 
munion. They presented a common offering to the church, and in 
return, the blessing of God was specially implored on this new marriage 
in the prayer of the church connected with the communion. What im
portance was attached by the Christians to the sanction of the chureh, 
appears from the following passage of Tertullian: 2 "In what language 
can wc express the happiness of that marriage which is concluded by 
the church, sealed by the communion, and consecrated by the benedic. 
tion; which the angels announce and God the Father ratifies." 

The soul of the whole Christian life was considered to be prayer. 
Even they who otherwise differed widely in bent of mind, or habits of 
thinking on many important points, were agreed in acknowledging this. 
Where the spirit of Christianity brings together the most opposite na
tures, it would be difficult to find a stronger contrast, than that betwoon 
the practical realism of Tertullian, so inclined to reduce everything to 
forms of sense, and the speculative turn of Origen, who was quite too 
prone to sublimate everything into spirit. But both appear equally 
penetrated with a living Christianity, when they come to discourse ot 
prayer; both seem to speak from their own inward experience, and in 
both, the essential Christian spirit presses through all individual pecu
liarities. Tertullian, in accordance with a prevailing view of. those 
early Christian times, contemplates prayer as an exercise of the priestly 
office of Christians. "It is the spiritual sacrifice," says he,3 " which 
has superseded the sacrifices of the old covenant, Is. 1: 11. This ·pas. 
sage informs us what God does not seek; but the gospel teaches \18 

what he does seek - ' The hour com~th, and now is, when the true wo.... 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for God is a 
spirit.' We are the true worshippers and the true priests, who pray in 
the spirit, and thus offer the sacrifice which is befitting God's nature, 
and well-pleasing in his sight, - that sacrifice which he has sought. 
And what is there, which the God who seeks this prayer can withhold 
from the prayer that springs from the spirit and from truth? How 
much do we read, hear, believe of the proofs of its efficacy!" He 
then proceed.s to describe the peculiar efficacy of Christian pr~y;er; 
to show how It should correspond to the peculiar nature of the religlOU! 
constitution under the New Testament; how Christian prayer reveals 
its true power, not in delivering men miraculously in the hour of death 
and of sujfering, but in making them capable of enduring death and B1f
ferin,q with composure and cheerful resignation. " By virtue of 1m· 
parted grace it dulls not the sense of pain, but arms him who suffers 
the pain with strength to bear it. The prayer of the Christian draws 
down no retribution from heaven, but it averts God's anger; it watches 
for its enemies; it intercedes for the persecutors; it obtains the for
giveness of sins; it dispels temptations; it comforts the feeble·minded i 

1 Ignat. ep. II. ad Polycarp, § 5. first by Muratori, T. m. Anecdotor. bib). 

2 Ad uxor. 1. II. c. 8. Ambros. 

8 Cap. 28, de omt. in the piece published 
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it refreshes the strong. Prayer. iB the bulwark of faith." Origen 
sa.ys,l "How much has each one·among us to say about the ~fficacy of 

:ra. er, when we would thankfully record the b~nefits receIved f:om 
~:r! Souls which had long lain barren, and wh~c~ became conscIOUS 
of their dearth, rendered fruitful by the HO.ly Spmt throu~h ~e.rsever
ing prayer, have given fort~ wo~s ?f salvation full of the llltUltIO~S.of 
truth. What mighty enenncs, aumng at the overthrow of our dlVlne 
faith have time and again been brought to shame! Our confidence 
was in tho::e words 'Some' trust in chariots and in horses, but we will 
remember the nam~ of the Lord our God;' and verily we experienced, 
that the horse is a vain thing for safety. The power, also, of bewilder
ing arguments, which might indeed stagger. many who are .accounted 
believers has been often vanquished by hIm who trusts ill prayer. 
How m~y instances are there of those who .h~ve ~allen into temptar 
tions difficult to be overcome, but suffered no Injury m them, and come 
forth unharmed, without being even touched by the smell of t.he hostile 
flames! And what shall I further say? How often has it happened, 
when they have been thrown before ravenous beasts or exposed to ma
lignant spirits and cruel men, they have reduced them to silence by 
their prayers, so that their teeth could not touch us, who were the mem
bers of Christ! We know that many, who had departed from the pre
cepts of our Lord, and lay already in the jaws of death, have been res
cued by the prayer of penitence." 

The same Father contemplates prayer in its inseparable unity with 
the entire life, when he says: 2 " He prays without ceasing, who suitar 
bly unites prayer with action; for active duty is an integrant part of 
prayer; since it would be impossible to understand the words of the 
apostle, 'Pray without ceasing,' in any practicable sense, unless we 
represented to ourselves the whole life of the believer as one entire 
and connected prayer,3 of which prayer, commonly so called, forms but 
a. part." 

We recognize here a mode of thinking grounded in the essence of 
primitive Christianity, intimately connected with the consciousness of 
the universal Christian priesthood, which distin!!Uishes the Christian 
standing ground lIB well from the pagan as from the Jewish _ the view 
of prayer as an act embracing the wlwle life - makin (J' the entire Chris
tian !i~e a continuous, prayer. In this reference, Origen says in his 
expoSItion of the Lord sprayer: 4 "We oU<Tht not to think that a set of 
words has been taught us which we are to ~epeat at certain stated sea;. 
sons for lray~r. I.f we duly ~nderstand what was said in regard to the 
duty o! praJlng .wIthout ceasmg,' then our whole life _ if we do thus 
pray WIt~out c~as~g-must express ' Our Father which art in heaven;' 
such a life. havmg Its conversa?on, not on earth, but always in heaven, 
and '!Ve bemg thrones of .God, masmuch as the kingdom of God has its 
seat m all who bear the Image of the Man from heaven, and have thus 

1 De orat. i 13. 
I De orat. Co 12. B E~ ~avTa T3v fJLov TOU ayiov p.iav au

Va1rT0f'l'V1/V p.ryaA'IV et1ro!p.ev £vX~v. 
. 'De orat. c. 22 
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become heavenly themselves." Clement of Alexandria says:1 "Prayer 
if I may speak so boldly, is intercourse with God. Although 'We ~ 
but lisp, although we address God without opening the lips, in silenoo 
we cry to him in the inward recesses of the heart; for when the who~ 
direction of the inmost soul is to him, God always hears." 2 Agairl 
when he is wishing to present the ideal of a devout Christian, arrived 
at the maturity of knowledge, the same writer says: 3 " He will pray in 
every place, but not openly, to be seen of men. He prays ·in every 
situation, in his walks for recreation, in his intercourse with others, in 
silence, in reading, in all rational pursuits. And although he is ooly 
thinking on God in the little chamber of the soul, and calling upon his 
Father with silent aspirations, God is near him and with him, while he 
is yet speaking."4 

Tertullian's description, above quoted, of the blessedness of a Chris
tian marriage, shows that uniting together in spiritual songs and the 
reading of scripture belonged to the daily edification of Christian fam
ilies. In like manner Clement of Alexandria recommends union in 
prayer and the reading of the Bible,S as a daily morning employment 
for Christian heads of families. The controversial writings of TertuI· 
lian concerning matters of ch1}r~h life and morality, where he conceives 
of laymen as his opponents, prove that even they were well acquainted 
with the scriptures, and were used to judge concerning the relations of 
life from them. 

The Christians were, in general, accustomed to fall in with the cus
tomary seasons of prayer already fixed upon among the Jews; namely, 
the third, the sixth and the ninth hours of the day, as it was then 
divided; or at nine, at twelve and at three in the afternoon; not that 
they wished to confine the duty of prayer to any stated times, but as 
Terlullian explained,6 "for the purpose of reminding those of their 
duty who might be drawn away from it by their worldly business." 
Yet the Christians were accustomed to sanctify with prayer all the' 
more important portions of the day, and all the more important trans
actions of life, whether relating to the mind or the body; since even 
the concerns of the world were to be made holy by receiving a heavenly 
direction. "It behoves the faithful," says Tertullian, "neither to take 
food, nor to enter a bath, without interposing a prayer; for the noUl'· 
ishing and refreshing of the spirit should have precedence of the nOUr
ishing and refreshing of the body, the heavenly of the earthly." Th~ 
too, a Christian, who had received into his house a brother from a dlB
tant land, and entertained him with all the bodily refreshments in his 
power, was not to dismiss him without prayer; he was to treat him no 
otherwise than if he saw in the stranger the Lord himself; and the 
guest was not to look upon the earthly refreshment which he had re
ceived from his brother as of more value than the heavenly which he 

1 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 722. 4 '0 de lryV~ eTL AaAoiivTOf 1!'apel!1'tv. 
~ IIuO'av yap T~V lvd"HfeTov of't"iav " fi Ev;rn Ka~ av6.yV"O'L~. Plildagog. 1. n. 

~eiJ{ UdtaA£L1!'Tt.J{ t.ratu. f.194.D. 
8 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 728. 6 De oraL c. 25. 
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bestowed on him at parting.1 On pressing emerge~ci~s, affecting either 
the church in general, or individual members of It m whom all felt a 
specia.l interest, the whole churo~ assembled for pra;yer; and all gen
eral deliberations were opened WIth prayer. It was m prayer, that the 
brotherly fellowship, the mutual sympathy of the memb~rs of ~e.One 
Body was to be specially expressed; each was to pray ill the spmt of 
all, and to present the interests of all the brethren, which he re~arded 
as his own, before the great Head of the Church, and through hlID, be
fore Eternal Love. Thus Cyprian, in his exposition of the Lord's 
prayer, says, " The ~ac?~r of peace and of mut~al fellowship was de
sirous, not that each mdiVldual should pray for hImself alone, but that 
each should pray for all. We say not, my Father, but ou?, Father; 
nor do we pray, each for the forgiveness of his own sins alone, nor for 
himself alone, that he may not be led into temptation, and that he 
ma.y be delivered from the evil. Ours is a common prayer; and when 
we pray, we pray not for individuals, but for the whole church, be
cause, being members of the church, we are all one. That God who 
is the Author of peace and of union, would have each individual pray 
for ail, even as he, in one, has borno us all." And when Cyprian, the 
bishop, in the pressure of persecution, was encouraging his church to 
prayer, he wrote to them: -" Let each of you pray to God, not for 
himself alone, but for all the brethren, as the Lord has taught us to 
pray." 

Convinced that the things of God were to be understood only in the 
light of God's Spirit, and that the heavenly fountain was opened to 
man by prayer, the Christians regarded this exercise as the necessary 
me&n8 to the knowledge of divine things and to the right understand
ing of scripture. When Origen, that great teacher of the church, who 
had availed himself of every human aid accessible in.his time for the 
understanding of the scriptures and for the unfolding of the doctriues 
therein contained, and turned to this purpose all the resources of his 
va.st learning and profound speculations, wa.s exhorting his disciple, the 
;young Gregory, (afterwards called Thaumaturgus,) to diligent "seek
mg and knocking" in the study of scripture, he added, "Bc not con
tent, however, wit~ seeking and knocking, to gain insight into the things 
of.God; praler 18. the most necessary means of all. 2 Inciting us to 
this, our SaVlOur did not say alone, ' Knock and it shall be opened· to 
you; seek and ye shall find;' but also, 'Pray and it shall be Diven 
you.''' 0

On those days which were specially consecrated to the remembrance 

1 Tbe JIII8IIagEI in Tertullian, de Grat. c. 26 unbelief,. if he valued. t~e parting prayer, 
which is not without its difficulties, I will the blesslIlg of the Chnstlan brother his en
here present translated: "But he himself tertainer, as of no account compared with 
too, (the brother from abroad,) after having the bodily refreshment bestowed i) or bow 
been entertained by the brethren." - I sup shalt thou say, according to the Lord's pre
pose in this place exceptas shonld he read cept, Peace be with this house! unless thon 
Instead of exemptis, - mllSt not value the retumest to those in the house the blessing 
earthly refreshments more highly than the (pnni.onsly received from tbem.) ,
heavenly i f~r thy faith would at once be ~ 'AvaYlCaloTaT1l yirp ((IU ;, 1rep~ ToV lIoeill 
eentenced i (I. e. he would therebr evince his Ta ~lia eir.t". 
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of Christ, the Risen, the Ctristians were accustomed to pray standiDg 
erect, to signify that Christ had raised up to heaven those who were 
fallen. and sunk in t~e mire of the eart~;. on all o~her days they prayed 
kneelmg. Yet Ongen warned Chflstians agaInst the ·self-delusion 
which in the outward form forgot the temper of the heart; he pointed 
them from the latter to the former, and labored to show that the-latter 
was utterly without significance unless connected with the former; was 
in itself considered, an indifferent matter. "Before one stretches ollt 
his hands to heaven," he says,! " one must lift his soul upward; and 
before one raises up his eyes, one must lift up his spirit to God; fur 
there can be no doubt, that among a thousand possible positions of the 
body, outstretched hands and uplifted eye are to be preferred above all 
others, as imf1ging forth those directions of the soul which are befitting 
in prayer. We are of opinion that this posture should be preferred 
where there is nothing to forbid it; for there are certain circumstan· 
ces, as sickness, where one may pray even sitting or lying. And under 
cedain circumstances, as for example, on board ship, or in situations 
which would not allow one to retire for the purpose of offering up the 
suitaBle prayer, one may pray, without seeming to do so. And since 
the bowing of the knee is required when a man is confessing before 
God his own sins and imploring the forgiveness of them, he should 
know that this posture is the sign of a bowed down and humble spirit." 
Origen supposes the passage in Philip. 2: 10, to refer to such a spirit
ual bowing the knee in self-humiliation at the name of Jesus. Tertul· 
lian and Cyprian explain, that prayer does not consist in the pomp of 
outward gestures, but in the direction of the heart to God. " God 
hears not the voice, but the heart," says Cyprian. " He who discerns 
the thoughts of men, needs not to be reminded of their cry; thus Han· 
nah, in the book or Kings, presents the type of the church. She sup
pli.cated God, n'ot with noisy prayer, but in the silent depths of ~e 
heart. Her prayer was in silence, but her faith was known to God." 

In Commodian's Collection of rules for the Christian life, we find this 
laid down with the rest: that prayer, not accompanied with works of 
Christian love, is nothing.2 . 

We now pass from the consideration of the Christian life generally, 
and of family devotion, to the forms of public worship. 

II. Public and Oommon Worship of God. 
1. Character of the Christian WorshIp generally. 

That in which the peculiar character of the Christian worship was 
really grounded, and by which it was clearly distinguished from every 
other kind of religious cuItus, was that same fundamental intuition out 
of .which the .e~tire qhristian life originally sprang, -the i~e.a of t~e 
umversal Christian pnesthood-of that worship of God in spmt andm 
truth, which is confined to no special time or place, and to no particular 

1 Cap. 31. Aut .1 benefaetls ores mlseratur egenls, 
~ Instruct. 79: Ne dublte. quln quod petlerls dotur orant!. 

Oranrem sI cupl... exaudirl de • ..,10, Tu sane 01 nudus benefo.ctls Deum ado.., 
Rumpe do latibulis nequitim vincla i In totum ne faclas sl. oration.. Inepte. 
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claM of actions, but embraces in like manner all the ~c~ons of ~e 
whole liCe. This distinguishing ch~ter of the C~n~tIan worshIp 
developed itself: among the commumties of pagan ChnstJans founded 
by the Apostle 'Paul first in contradistinction to Judaism, and after
wards in opposition likewise to paganism. Later indeed, and as ~e 
result' of that revolution' of Christian views which we adverted to ill 

speaking of the history of the church constitution, a reacti?n of the 
Jewish principle began to manifest itself in the fonns of ~orship, as t~e 
opposition to that principle became more feeble. The sImple and SpIr
itual character of the Christian worship was, from the first, a very 
singular and striking phenomenon to the pagans - particularly . t~e 
fact that nothing of that outward pomp and show was ~ be seen ill It 
which in all other religions was considered to be so essentlRI- " no tem· 
pIes, no altars, no images! " When Celsus taunted the Christians on 
this peculiarity, Origen replied: "In the highest sense, God's temple 
and image are in the humanity of Christ; - next, in all actuated by 
the spirit of Christ; -living images these, with which no Jupiter of 
Phidias is worthy to be compared 1" I Christianity led men to with
dra.w from the bustle of the world to the still retirement of the sanc
tuary within, there to pour out their hearts before Him who chose this 
for his peculiar dwelling; but it also kindled in the hearts of individuals 
flames of love which sought after communion, after the means of mutu
ally lending strength to one another, and rising upward in one common 
holocaust to heaven. Fellowship in prayer and devotion was consid
ered a. means of promoting holiness, since it was known that the Lord 
was present with his Spirit, in the midst of those who were assembled 
together in his name; but nothing could be more distant from the 
thoughts of Christians generally than to attribute any special sacredness 
to the place of meeting. Such a fancy seemed to savor of paganism; and. 
i~was the less possible for Christians to be led into such a mistake at 
the be~~Ig, because their earliest places of assembly were ordinary 

, rooms m pnvate houses, such as any member of the church, who had a. 
dwelling suited to the purpose, could furnish. Thus Gaius of Corinth 
is called, Rom. 16, the host of the whole- church; because the church 
was accustomed to assemble in a room of his house. Origen says:' 
~'The place where believers assemble for prayer has something about 
It wholesome and profitable;" but it is ilie importance of this spiritual 
fellowship only, which he aims to impress. "Christ, with the host of 
angels," he ~upposes, "a.ttends the assembly of the faithful; and hence 
suoh assemblies ~or prayer shoul~ not b~ ~eBpised or neglected, since 
they had a. peculiar power for hIm who Joms in them with a sincere 
heart." "It is not the place, but it is the congregation of the elect 
which I call the church," says Clement of Alexandria.3 Tertullian re~ 
marks.:· "Wema~ pray in every place which the occasion or which 
n~cesBl~y ~ay ~; fo~ t!'te apostles ~ho prayed to God and sang 
his pl'8.lBe m the pruon, wlthm the hearmg of the keepers, surely did 

1 0. CeIs. I. vm. § 11. Uflla. rClv elC~elCrClv tl(l(/..7;a£a.!l ~ Su, 
I De oraL Co 81. mat. I. vn. f. 715. B. . lb
• Oil yiJp viiv rw r01rw, &A.M rb "~po- , De orat. c. 24. 
VOL. I. 25 
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nothmg contrary to the commands of our Lord, any more than did 
Paul, when in the ship and before the eyes of all, he consecrated the 
Lord's supper." Acts 27. 

It could not fail to happen, indeed, that the principle which tended to 
make religion an outward thing, confined to particular times and places, 
- which principle Christianity had overcome, - would once more find 
entrance into the Christian life; but the power of the pure Christian spirit 
caused itself to be felt against such depravations when they threatened 
to spread farther. Of such a thing Clement of Alexandria testifies 
when he says: 1 "The disciples of Christ ought so to appear and so to 
shape their conduct in their daily living, as, for the sake of propriety, 
they strive to appear in the church; they should really be, and not 
merely seem to be such, - so gentle, so devout, so amiable. But I 
know not how it is that, with the place, they change their appearance 
and their manners, just as it is said of the polypus, that it changes its 
color with the roots to which it clings. They lay aside the spiritual 
demeanor which they assumed in the church, as soon as they leave it, 
and put themselves on a level with the multitude with whom they 
mingle. They convict themselves of insincerity, and show what Willi 
really the temper of their hearts, by laying off their assumed mask of 
decorum. They profess to honor the word of God, but leave it behind 
them in the place where they heard it." 

2. The Places of Assembly Wled by the Christia'flll. 

We have already said that the place where the congregations assem· 
bled was at first a room in the house of some member of the church. 
In large towns, where such a place of assembly could not accommodate 
all, it became necessary that smaller portions of the community dwell
ing at a distance, should choose other places for their meeting on the 
Sunday. When a man distinguished for the talent of communicating 
doctrinal instruction settled down ill a town, he also might form a circle 
in the church, who would assemble at his dwelling for the purpose of 
hearing his spiritual discourses. Thus the passages in Paurs epistles 
concerning churches in the house of Aquilas and of others will become 
intelligible; 2 and to this Justin Martyr alluded, when, in the audience 

1 Predagog. 1. III. f. 257. 
2 Thc church in his house, ~ KaT' 011<0')) 

aVTov iKKATjl!ia. In such passages, the re
ference certainly cannot be to places of as
sembly for entire congregations, since in 
several instances this 1; KaT' 011<0')) TWO, 
1:I<I<I.1/l!ia is expressly distinguished from 
the whole (',ommunity; 1 Cor. 16: 19 and 
20, - the church at Ephesus assembling in 
the house of Aquilas and Priscilla, is tirst 
mentioned, and then besides, all the breth
ren, which, according to the above supposi
tion, would be the same thing. Coloss. 4: 
15, is another case of the same sort. Again, 
an objection presents itself against this ex
planation, from the fact that the same 
Aquilas should have the church meet in 

his house, when he resided at Rome, his or
dimU'y home, and when he abode at Ephe
sus; compo Rom. 16: 5, and 1 CorintIL16: 
19. But it is very unlikely, that the co~· 
munity would have constantly changed. Illi 
place of meeting on the arrival of Aquilaa. 
It is more easy to conceive, that men, ~ho, 
like the tent-maker Aquilas, were obl~, 
on account of their occupation, to proytde 
themselves with large and com~odlOlli 
dwellings wherever they took up their resi
dence, were in the habit of giving up ?JIB 
apartment of their house for the assembhng 
of a portion of the community i especially 
wheR such a person W88 also fitted, as prob
ably Aquilas was, by his gift of teach~1 
to conduct the exercises of BmallusemblieS, 
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which he bad with the prefect of Rome, in answer to the question, 
"Where do you assemble?" he replied, "Where each ~an can and 
will You believe doubtless that we all meet together In one place. 
But' it is not 80; for the God of the Christian is not con~ed to one 
spot, but his invisible presence fills heaven and earth, and m all places 
he is worshipped by the faithful." Justin th~n ad~s, that. whenever ~e 
came to Rome it was his custom to take up his resIdence m one partIC
,ular spot, whc;e those Christians who were instructed by him,l and who 
wished to hear his discourses, were accustomed to assemble. Other 
pla.ces of assembly he had not visited. 

Gradually such arrangements were made in these places of assembly, 
as the proprieties of Christian worship required. An elevated seat was 
constructed for the reading of the scriptures and the delivering of the 
sermon;2 and a table set for the distribution of the supper, to which, so 
early as the time of Tertullian - perhaps not without some mixture of 
the foreim Old Testament idea of sacrifice, at least not without furnish· 
ina a. p;etext for the speedy admission of this idea-was given the 
n~e of altar; ara, altare. As the communities became larger and 
wealthier, church buildings were erected expressly for the use of the 
Christi&nS. This appears to have been the case as early as the third 
century, for mention is made already of the -oJP7IUKEVrJtpot .On-Ot, (places of 
worship,) of the Christians, in the edict of Gallien.3 In the time of the 
outward prosperity of the church, under the reign of Diocletian, many 
splendid church structures had already arisen in the large cities. 

The use of images was originally foreign to the worship and excluded 
from the churches of the Christians; and so in general, it continued to 
be in this period. The confounding of religion and art in paganism, 
made the early Christians suspicious of art. As at the pagan position 
the sense for the beautiful had often appeared at variance with, and 
even opposed to, the moral taste, so the early warmth of Christian zeal 
was inclined to reverse the relation. The religious consciousness easily 
took an opposite direction to the :Bathetic principle of the ancient world; 
and the Holy disdained the beautiful form which bad been allied to the 
unholy. The idea of the appearance of the godlike in the form of a 
servant, an idea so well suited to the oppressed condition of the afflicted 
church of this age, men were inclined to push to an undue extreme 
ra.~e~ t~an to seek to e.nnoble the divine by the beautiful form. Thi~ 
exhiblts ltself more particularly in the universal opinion of the primitive 
church, according to which Christ. veiled his intrinsic divine majesty 
under .an uncomely appearance, which served to conceal it; an opinion 
~or whlch they found authority in the Messianic passage, Is. 53: 2, tuo 
~tera.Ily understood. Thus Clement of Alexandria admonishes the 

in the capacity of a &1I!aa/CaI.o~. Comp. Assemani Bibliotheca oriental. T. I. f. 391, 
~ve, p. ISS, and my History of the Plant (see above, p. SO,) there was a ChristianlDi' &c:, Bd. I. S. 208. church structure in Edessa as early as the

This was accordingly ~ liar' oLeov TOV year 302; and jf the explanation of that'lovarll101l iICICi.71aia. 
passage by Michaelis, Orientalische und exSuggestus, pnlpitum. egetische Bibliothek, ThejL X., S. 61, is

• See above, 1;>' 140, and the following. It made ont, this church was separated thus &111 conJIdence IS to be placed in the narra early into three parts, according to the pat
tiYe of the Chronicle of Edessa, cited in tern of the Jewish temple. 

I 
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Christians against placing too high a value on beauty of person, b, 
reference to the example of Christ. " Our Lord himself is Baid to haTe 
been without comeline88 in his outward appearance; and who is better 
than our Lord? But if he did not reveal himself in that personal 
beauty which is perceptible to sense, he appeared in the true beauty 
both of soul and of body; of the soul, in goodness; and of the body, 
in its destination for an imperishable existence." 1 

Church teachers of the most opposite bent of min~, those inclined to 
a more sensuous and those to a more spiritual mode of conceiving 
divine things - Realists and Idealists, who, on account of these different 
intellectual tendencies, might be expected to have different views in 
relation to this matter, as we find that different views of the same did 
result from such diverse intellectual tendencies ill later times - were 
yet united on this point by their common repugnance ·to that practice 
of confounding the natural with the divine in paganism, and by their 
efforts to preserve pure and uncontaminated the worship of God in 
spirit and in truth. Clement of Alexandria is as little favorable to 
religious images as Tertullian. " 'Ve must not cling to the sensuous," 
he remarks, when speaking against the pagan use of images, "but we 
must rise to the spiritual. The familiarity of daily sight lowers the 
dignity of the divine, and to pretend to worship a spiritual essence 
through earthly matter, is to degrade that essence to the world of 
sense." It is evident from these remarks how foreign, on the whole, 
to the notions of Christians in this age must have been images of Christ. 
Pagans, like Alexander Severus,2 who recognized something of a divine 
nature in Christ, and sects which confounded paganism with Christiani
ty, were the first to introduce images of Christ; as, for example, the 
gnostic sect of the Carpocratians, who placed such images beside the 
busts of Plato and Aristotle. 

It was not in the church, but in the family, that religious images 
first came into use among the Christians. In their daily intercourse 
with men, the Christians saw themselves everywhere surrounded by 
the objects ofthe pagan mythology, or, at least, by objects offensive to 
their moral and Christian sentiments. Representations of this sort 
covered the walls in shops, were the ornaments of drinking vessels, and 
Beal-rings, on which the pagans frequently had. engraven the images of 
their gods, so that they might worship them when they pleased. It 
was natural that in place of these objects, so offensive t-o their religious 
and moral sentiments, the Christians should wish to substitute others 
more agreeable to them. Thus they preferred to have on their goblets, 
the figure of a shepherd, carrying a lamb on his shoulder, which was 
the symbol of our Saviour, rescuing the repentant sinner, according to 
the gospel parable.s And Clement of Alexandria says, in reference to 

1 Predagog. 1. Ill. c. I: Tav ICVPLOV aVTiJv Peter and Paul, as benefactors of mankind. 
...,v 61/1111 a/rrxpov yeyovivat, Otu 'Hrratov TO This admits of being easily explained (rom 
rrveiip.a p.apT1lpei. the religious eclecticism of that period. 

1I Eusebius says, likewise, hist. eccles. 1. S Tertullian, de pudicitia, r. 7: Proce
VII. c. 18, that pagans were the first to pro dant ipslIl picturlll calicum veatrorum. Cap. 
vide themselves, according to their heathen 10: Pastor, quem in calice depingi.. The 
notions, with painted images of Christ, figure of Christ on the cup aeema DOt to 
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the seal-rings of the Christians,l " Let our signets be a dove, (the sym
bol of the Holy Spirit,) or a fish,s or a ship ~ili~g. towards ~e~ven, (the 
symbol of the Christian church and of the mdlVldual ChrIStian soul,) 
or a lyre (the symbol of Christian joy,) or an anchor, (the symbol of 
Christian' hope,) and he who is a fisherman will not be forgetful of the 
Apostle Peter, and of the children taken from the water;8 for no 
images of gods should be engraved on the rings of those who ~re for
bidden all intercourse with idols; no sword nor bow, on the rmgs of 
those who strive after peace; no goblets, on the rings of those who are 
the friends of sobriety." Yet religious emblems passed from domestic 
use into the churches, perhaps as early as the end of the third century. 
The walls of them were painted in this manner. The council of Elvira, 
in the year 303, opposed this iImovation as an abuse, and forbade" the 
objects of worship and adoration to be painted on the walls." 4 The 
visible representation of the cross may, doubtless, have early found its 
way among the Christians, both in their domestic and ecclesiastical life. 
This token was pcculiar!y common with them. It was the sign of 
blessing when they rose in the mo~ning and when they retired at night, 
when they went out and when they came in; employed indeed in all 
the transactions of daily life. It was the sign which the Christians un
consciously made, in all cases of sudden surprize.5 It was a sensible 
expression of the tnlly Christian idea, that all the transactions of Christ
ians, as well as their whole life, should be sanctified by the faith in 
Christ crucified, by being referred to him; that this faith was the most 
effectual means of obtaining the triumph over, and securing protection 
against all evil. It was but too easily, however, that men confounded 
this idea with the symbol which represented it; and the efficacy of the 
faith in Christ crucified was transferred to the outward sign, and a. 
8Upernatural, sanctifying. protecting power, attributed to this- an 
error, the vestiges of which may be traced as far back as the third 
century. 

We now paBB from the consideration of places of public worship, to 
that of the seasons of worship and the festivals of the Christians: 

3. &mons of Public Worship and Festivals. 

What we have said in general respecting the essential character of 
Christian worship, is also to be applied to the feasts in particular; 
namely, tha.t the spirit of universality in Christianity abolished all sep

have been pleasing to the Montanistic asce of this canon cannot be settled with entire ticism. certainty. There is a two fold ambiguity. 
1 Plildagog. I. III. f. 246 and 247. The phrase "quod coHtur et adoratur,~ 
2 The same allusion as in the rase of the may he understood as referring to objects

fishermen, - also an allusion to the ana. of religion generally, or more strictly to ob. 
gram of Christ's nnme, IX9rI = 'J'Iuoiir jects of proper worship, to images of Christ,
XpUTTOr. 9<ov rlor, IWT6p. or symbolical represcntations of God, - of 

8 The Christians, whom the divine teaeh. the Trinity. The term "walls," may also 
er, the "~ior lI'au!aywyor, - Christ leads he undel'Stood in two different senses, either 
through hnptism 10 rCl/:Cneration. ' 

I\S referring to the walls of the house or 
, Ne, ~uod <'Olitur et adoratur in parieti. those of the church. 

bas d~pmgatur. Con('il. Hlibert. can. 86. 
5 Compo Tertullian, de corona milit. C. 3.

It mOllt be admitted, tbat the interpretation 

25" 
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arative and particularizing limitation; the Christian worship of God 
claiming for itself the entire life flowing out from a commerce with 
heaven, that clung no longer to the elements of the world, was no Ion!rol' 
to be confined either to any particular place or to a particular time. °In 
the New Testament fulfilment, i. e., the keeping holy of the entire life 
as a life consecrated every day alike to God, the Old Testament law 
of the Sabbath must find its resolution. Not barely the observance 
of Jewish feasts, but all forms and modes of particularizing the Chris. 
tian life by reference to certain times, is reprobated by the apostle 
Paul, as a Jewish practice,! a descent to servile dependence on the ele
ments of the world. But if men did, notwithstanding, now select certain 
days for the purpose of associating with them the remembrance of the 
great facts connected with the history of Redemption, to which the 
whole Christian life was ever to be referred, for the purpose of making 
these occasions central points of Christian fellowship, yet this was by 
no means inconsistent with that Christian tendency and intuition which 
were at bottom. It was only a descent from the elevation of the pure 
spirit, at which even the Christian, still partaking of a double nature, 
cannot always sustain himself, to the position of sensuous weakness,
a descent which must become the more necessary, in the same propor
tion as the fire of the first enthusiasm, the glow of the first love, 
abated. But even in this respect, as well as in reference to the idea. of 
the priesthood, the particularizing spirit of the Old Testament dispen
sation introduced a disturbing influence, by fastening itself on that 
which had sprung originally from the purer development of the Christian 
life. 

When the Montanists were wishing to introduce new fasts by law, 
which were to be confined to stated times, what Paul had written in 
the epistle to the Galatians against the Jewish observance of times 
was very justly quoted against them; but Tertullian, the defender of 
Montanism, whom we have described above as standing on the dividing 
line between the early Christian, the purely evangelical period, and the 
Christian Jewish period which was now about to commence, already 
shows himself incapable of rightly distinguishing the two positions, that 
of the Old and that of the New Testament; for he conceives the 
Judaizing spirit, reprobated by St. Paul, to consist simply in the ob
servance of Jewish festivals, and not in the whole relation correspond
ing to the Jewish position of particular days, - whatever days they 
might be, - to the religious consciousness. According to his view, it 
would savor in no respect of J udnism, if feasts which had reference to 
what is simply Christian, were placed in 8uclt a relation to the religious 
consciousness . .2 

The weekly and yearly festivals of the Christians originat.ed in the 
same fundamental idea, which formed the centre of the whole Chris

1 See my History of the Planting, ctc., galium solcnnitatum observantes BumuS j 
Ed. 1., S. 215, ff. illas cnim Apostolus dedocet, compesccnl 

2 Against this ohjection of c.onfonning to "eteris Tcstamenti in Christo sepulti perse
Jewish practices, - "Galaticari," Tertnlli· vcrantiam. Quodsi nova conditio in ChriI· 
an, de jejuniis. c. 14, replies: Galaticamur to, jam nova et solennia esse debe bunt. 
plane, si J udaic<l.l'um ccremoniarum, si Ie· 

http:originat.ed
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tian life, - the idea of imitating Chris~, ~he crucified a~d the risen,
imitating him in his death, by appropnatmg through faIth and rep~n~ 
ance the effects of his death, by dying to self and to t~e world,-ImI
tatinO' him in his resurrection by rising with him, in faIth and through 
the Power which he impart;, to a new and ~oly .life, consecrat~d !o 
God commencinO' here in the genn, and unfoldmg Itself to maturIty III 
another world. Hence, the Juhilee was the festival of ~he resur:rectio,,! ; 
and the preparation for it, the remembrance of Christ s s~ffermgs WIt~ 
penitence and crucifixion of the flesh, was the day of fastmg and pem
tence. Accordingly in the week, the jubilee or festival of joy was Sun
day; the preparation for it were the days of fasting and prayer conse
crated to the remembrance of the sufferings of Christ, and of what pre
ceded them, on Thursday and Friday'. Accordingly, the yearly festi
vals were in remembrance of the resurrection of Christ, and of his 
works after his resurrection and ascension; - the preparation for these, 
were the remembrance of Christ's sufierings and the fasts. Having 
presented this general view, we shall now proceed to consider, more in 
detail, the several weekly and yearly festivals. 

The opposition to Judaism early led to the special observance of Sun
day in place of the Sabbath. The first intimation of this change is in 
Acts 20 : 7, where we find the church assembled on the first day of the 
week; 1 a still later one is in Rev. 1: 10, where by the" Lord's day," 
can hardly be understood the day of judgment. Thus in the catholic 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas, at the close of the 15th chapter, Sun
day is designated as the day of jubilee in remembrance of Christ's res
urrection and ascension to heaven,2 and of the new creation which then 
commenced; and in the epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians it is pre
supposed,s that even the Jews who had come over to Christianity sub
stituted Sunday in place of the Sabbath. As the Sabbath was regard
ed as rep~esenting Judaism, Sunday was contemplated as a symbol of 
the new lIfe consecrated to the risen Christ and grounded in his resur
rection. Sunday was d~tinguished as a day of joy, by being exempted 
from. fasts, an~ by the cIrc.umstance. that prayer was performed on this 
day. m a standlI~g and not m a kneelmg posture, as Christ, by his resur
rectIon, had ralBed up fallen man again to heaven. But as we have 
alre~d! obs.erved in Tertullian a confounding of the Jewish with the 
Chnstian VIew of feasts, so wi) find also in him indications of the trans
fer of the law of the Jewish Sabbath to Sunday; for by him, attend

1 Sec my History of the Planting, etc., S~nday: "Iv !i Kat b 'Ir/Uovr (WerrT1J EK VEKVo1.1. p. 215. f. 
p"'~ ,~at <pavep",,r;"r. avif31J fir TOVr ovpa

2 Considering the dose ronnection in VOl:r. Nor ~an I thmk myself authorized which the resurrection of Christ and his as
to mfe; froJ? .'t, eithc: t~lat Rceording to therension to heaven stood with eMh other in 
author 8 oplUlOn, ChrIst s asceusion also octhe Christian consoiousness, - sinre his res
curred on Sunday, or that he conceived the urreetion was regarded as hut a transition fact to bave been that Christ rose to heaven poi~t to his entire exaltation fthove the 
immediately after bis first appearance toregIon of earth in this new, glorified form Mary, as tbe risen Saviour. of existenre, - I cnnnot lay so great stress 

8 Chap. 9: M1JKin rra(3{3aTi~ovur aUaon the mannrr in which the writer of this 
KaTU KVPlaK~V ;w"v ;wvur. Iletter expresses himself with regard to 
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ing to any business on Sunday seems to have been regarded 88 
sinful.l 

Again, the Friday of every week - this day in particular - a.nd 
the Thursday were specially consecrated to the remembrance of the 
sufferings of Christ and of the preparatory circumstances. On these 
days there were meetings for prayer, and fasts till three o'clock in the 
afternoon; yet nothing in regard to these arrangements was defined by 
law. Everyone took a part in these observances according to his own 
particular necessities and his inclination. Such fasts, united with 
prayer, the Christians, - who were fond of comparing th()ir calling to a. 
militia Christi, - called stationes,2 as if they constituted the sentry 
duties of the soldiers of Christ; - hence both these days were named 
dies stationnm.!J . 

Those churches, however, which were composed of Jewish Christians,' 
though they admitted, with the rest, the festival of Sunday, yet re
tained also that of the Sabbath; and it was from these that the custom 
became general in the Eastern church of distinguishing this day, IIIJ 

well as Sunday, by the exclusion of fasts and by the standing position 
in prayer; while in the Western, and especially in the Roman church, 
where the opposition against Judaism predominated, the custom, on the 
other hand, grew out of this opposition, of observing the Sabbath also 
as a fast day.5 This difference in customs became striking whenever 

1 As is to be inferred from Tertullian's 
language, de omt. e. 23: Solo die domini
eo resurrectionis non ab isto tan tum (the 
bowing of the knee,) sed omni anxietatis 
habitu et officio ca\"ere debemus, differentes 
etialn negotia, ne quem diabolo locum demus. 

2 We find the word statio used in this 
sense, first in Hermas Pastor, I. III. Simi!
tud. V. - often in Tertullian. Statio was 
the technical designation for this half-fast, 
as contradistinguished from the proper 
jejl1nia. Tertullian, de jejuniis, c. 14. 

8 Feria q llarta et sexta, probably = feria 
dici quart:ll, sext:ll; hence the signification 
of the word feria in the Latin phraseology 
of the church. 

4 From the language of the passage, 
which has already been cited, Ignat. cp. ad. 
Mngnes: OJ tv naAaWt{" 1rp['Y,uamv (lva
arpaq,ivTf" -11~KiTt aa,a,Gari(ovIT" ,iAAa 
Karu KUPtaK~I' (wr,v (WVTf" it mig-ht he in
ferred, indeed, that the Jewish Ch"istians 
ha.! suhstitut.ed Sunday in place of the Sab
hath; the inference, however, thus general
ly exp"essed, assnrcrlly cnnnot he true. 

o Tertullian, de .icjnn. c. 14: Quanquam 
vos ctiam sahblttum si qnando continuatis, 
nunquam nisi in Pasehate jejunandnm. He 
objec.ts, as a Montanist, to his Roman op
ponents, that they had deprived the Sab
bath of its due celebration, and sometimes 
continued the fast on Friday over into the 
Sabbath, when properly the only exception 
to be made here was in the case of the pass
OI·er. The same practice of continuing the 
fast on Friday 01"e1' into the Sabbath, which 

Tertullian the Montanist here attacks, we 
find mentioned by Victorinus, bishop of 
l'etabio in Pannonia, (now Pettau in Stei
ermark,) near the clt>se of the third centu
ry, in the fragment on the History of the 
Creation, first published by Cave hist. lit. 
He calls this continuation "superpositio 
jejunii." Fasting on the Sabbath appears 
in this case to have been a preparation for 
the jubilee of the {'.()mmnnion on Sunday, 
aA opposed to the Jewish celebration of the 
Sabbath, which had been abrogated by 
Christ. Hoc die solemus supcrponere i id
circo, nt die dominico cum gratiarum all· 
tione ad panem (the sacrament of the 8?P' 
per,) exeamus. Et parasceve superposltlo 
fiat, ne quid Cnm Judreis sabbatum obser
vare videamus. Galland. bibl. patr. T. IV, 
and Routh reliqui:ll sacrre, Vol. III, pag. 
237. Oxon. 1815. 

The l'ounei! of Elvira opposed to the er
ror of the Sahbath celebral.ion, such a con
tinuation of the fast on Friday over into 
the 8abbath; Can. 26: E,-rorem placuit 
eorrigi, ut omni sabbati die superpositioncs 
cclehremlls. This canon mllY, without ques
tion, be differently understood, accor~li~ff I\S 
we refer the phrase "errorem corngl, to 
something not expressly stated, but sup
plied b.v the mind, or to the following con
text. If it is refe11'ed to the last, the coun
cil must be understood as declaring itself 
expressly opposed to these superpositiones. 
But the analogy of the whole style of ex
pression in the other canons of this coun
cil would rather favor the first interpret&

http:objec.ts
http:suhstitut.ed
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members of Eastern churches p3ASed their Sabb::tths in churches of the 
West. But too soon, the principles of the apostolic church, which, 
amidst all the differences in outward things, abode firmly by the unity 
of faith and of spirit in the bond ,of love, was ~eparted .from, an.d uni
formity in such matters was requ%~ed.. Tertulh,an, p!eVlOus. to. his con
version to Montanism, spoke on this dISputed pomt wIth ChnstIan mod
eration. He said of the few advocates of the Eastern custom,1 "The 
Lord will bestow his grace, so that they will either yield, or else fol
low their own opinion without giving offence to others." As early as 
the be!!inninO' of the third century, the learned Hippolytus was led to 
write ;n this"'controversy between the Eastern and Western church.2 

From the same point of view originated the first yearly festivals 
amonO' the Christians; yet here, that opposition between the communi
ties ;omposed of Jewish and those composed of Gentile Christians, 
which had such important influence on the unfolding of the life of the 
church as well as of its doctrines, was strongly manifested at the very 
beginning. The former retained, with the whole Jewish ceremonial 
law, all the Jewish festivals, although gradually they ascribed to them 
such Christian import as might naturally present itself. On the con
trary, among the churches.of Gentile Christians, there were probably, 
from the first, no yearly festivals whatever, as may be inferred from 
the epistles of St. Paul.s This then must have been the case also with 
the churches of Asia Minor, which assuredly were founded by the 
Apostle Paul. But from tltese churches started the controversies in the 
second century respecting the time of the passover; and they appealed 
to the authority of an ancient usage introduced by the Apostle John. 
In regard to this point, thus much of truth may doubtless lie at bot
tom; that the changes which took place in these churches, after the 
times of St. Paul, in the particular form of worship and the introduc
tion of the annual feast, - which we must assume, and search for its 
cause,- might be derived from the Apostle John, whose longer resi
dence in Minor Asia must have had a lasting influence on the state of 
the churches there. As it regards him, it is in itself probable, that as 
he had bcen accustomed heretofore to celebrate the Jewish annual fes
tival, and as the feast of the passover, which called to mind the great 
facts of which he had been an eye-witness, must have had a peculiar 
significancy for him, he may have introduced its celebration when he 
took ~p .his per,manent ~esic1ence among the churches of that reg,10n. 
Thus IS It explamed how It happened that men were guided there wholly 
by the chronology of the Jewish passover. 

tion. At n later period, when the point of 1 De orat. c. 23. 

view from whi~h the suhject WM re~rded 2 Cfr. Hieronymns ep. 72, ad Vital. 

in the early Chri.tian time~, had pa.••ed out 
 8 The passage, I Corinth. 5: 7, contains 
of mind, and the cau~e of that cu~tom in in no sort, any allusion to a celehration of 
the Roman eburch of faRting on the Sab. tbe passover in the Corinthian church, which 
bath was no longl'r obvious, fables were in. was peculiar to the Christians; but simply 
vented in explanation of the matler j as, for opposes that cleansing of the heart which 
eXAmple, that Peter had fMted on this day is the resuit of faith, to the outward Jewish 
to prepare bimself for the dispute with celebration of the feMt. Compo my Histo
Simon Magus. ry of the Planting, &c., Vol. I. p. 230. 
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Now in modern times, it has become the prevailing opinion,! that the 
paschal supper which the Christians of Asia Minor observed in remem. 
brance of the last paschal supper of Christ, was the point by which 
they determined the time of ' the Christian paschal Bupper. But it may 
be questioned, whether the most reliable and the oldest document on this 
controversy, - the letter of the bishop Polycrates of Ephesus,2-favorB 
this view.s From the language used in this document, it might much 
rather be inferred, that in the churchcs of Asia Minor, the Christians 
who followed the J ohannean tradition, went on the supposition, that the 
14th day of the month Nisan ought to be regarded as the day of 
Christ's passion. Hence it was believed that this day ought ever to be 
appropriated to the remembrance of Christ's passion, since also the 
paschal lamb, slain by the Jews on this day, was considered a foretype 
of the offering of Christ.4 At all events, then, it is settled, that in Asia 
Minor the celebration of the passover was established wholly according 
to the Jewish chronology. Hence it might come about, that the remem· 
brance of Christ's passion was celebrated on another day of the week 
than Friday, the remembrance of Christ's resurrection on another day 
than Sunday. When, on the other hand, in the course of the second 
century, annual feasts were introduced also into the Western churches, 
men proceeded from an altogether different point in determining their 
times. Following the same method according to which the weekly fea
tivals had been arranged, Christians held it necessary that a Friday 
should always be consecrated to the memory of Christ's passion, a Sun
day to the memory of Christ's resurrection. 

This difference of outward use existed at first, 'without being deemed 
of sufficient importance, - since it was an external thing,- to be made 
a matter of dispute; it was still kept in mind, that the kingdom of 

1 The first start to which was given by 
the Dissertation published by myself iu the 
2d Hefte des Kircbenbistorischen Arehiv's 
von Vater, J. 1823. See tbe history of the 
treatises on this subject, - It subje~t ren
dered obscure and difficult bv the deficien
cy of ancient accounts and the ambiguity 
of the term Pas~ha, - in lIlg-en's Zeitsehrift 
fiir die historische Theologie, Bd. II, 4tes 
Stiick. ,J, 18:l2, by Dr, Rettherg. 

2 Ellseb. I. V. c, 24. The fragment, pre· 
served to us in the Chronicon paschale 
Alexandrinum, from a work by ApoUina. 
ris of Hierapolis, on the feast of the Pass· 
over, of which I have made much usc in 
the Dissertation jllst referred to, is, to say 
the least, suspicious; since in the ancieut 
lists of the writings of Apollinaris, in Eu
scbius, in Jerome and in Photius, no sllch 
work is mentioned; and it were singular if 
in the district where he wrote, the usage of 
the church in Asia Minor was not followed. 

8 Polycrates, in the letter referred to, says 
of his predecessors: IIuvTE, lriJPTJrrav ri/v 
flf.lepav 1'i/, rerrrrape,KatrJeKUrTJ, rov 1!'urrxa 
Kara 1'0 evayyiAtov, This, to say the least, 
would be singularly expressed, if it is to be 

understood as referring only to the paschal 
supper to be held on the evening of this 
day, whieh supper, according to the gospel 
narrative relating to the lllst paschal sup
per of Christ, it was believed should he 
held at the beginuing of the Jewish feftSt of 
the passover, on the fourteenth day of the 
month Nisau. Afterwards it is said: ITiiv. 
ron: rT!v hpEpav i)yayov 01 rrvyyevei, pov, 
"rav rwv 'lovoait.JV (, MO, i)pvve r~v (vP'f/v• 
Whllt sense would this afford, if the sub· 
ject of discourse were the paschal supper? 
It is, in fact, evident of itself, that the pa8
(:hal s"pper could be held only on the day 
when the Jews removed the leaven from 
their houses. This would be idem per idem. 
On the other hand, every thing is consist
ent, if we suppose, that the writer is speak· 
ing- of the celebration in remembrance ~f 
Christ's pfUlsicm, on the fourteenth of the 
month Nisan. The source of proof ap
pealed to here was the gospel, by w~ich 
may be understood either the evangelic~ 
history generally, or the gospel of John In 
particular, 

• Compo Justin M. Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. 
£ 259, and f. 338, ed Colon. 
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God consists neither in meat nor drink, nor any other kind of external 

action. . b thThis diversity, together with several other dIfferences, ~tweel!-' e 
church of Asia Minor and the church of Rome, first came mto dISCUS
sion when, in the year 162, the bishop Polycarp of Smyrna n:ade a 
visit to Anicetus bishop of Rome.1 Polycarp alleged that h~ ~lmself 
had observed such a passover ~th the Apostle. John, whose dI~Clple he 
was. Anicetus alleged, that his predecessors (m a .chur~h consIStmg of 
Gentile Christians from the school of Paul, and ill whICh there were 
originally no yearly feasts at all 2) had introduced nothing of that sort. 
But as it was not supposed that the apostles were agreed in respect to 
such outward matters, nor that they would have considered uniformity 
in regard to such things as necessary,it was believed that without pre
judice to the fellowship and unity of Christians, a difference on these 
points might be suffered to remain. As a token that the bond of 
Christian brotherhood was not to be disturbed by such, and, as it seems, 
other still more impo~tant points of difference, Anicetus permitted Poly
carp to preside in the church in place of himself, at the celebration of 
the Lord's supper. 

If two books which, about the year 171, the bishop Melito of Sardis 
wrote upon the passover,3 referred to this dispute, it must about this 
time have broken out anew; yet it does not admit of being proved, that 
the work contained any reference of that sort. The typical explanation 
of the Jewish passover might also have led to the composition of such a 
work, independent of this controversy. 

But about the year 290, when Victor was bishop of the Roman 
church,' the controversy broke out afresh. On the one side stood the 
church of Rome, together with the churches of Cresarea in Palestine 
of Jerusalem, of Tyre and of Alexandria; on the other were th~ 
churches of Asia Minor, headed by the bishop Polycrates of Ephesus. 

The Roman bishop, actuated by that hierarchical spirit, which, as we 
have already observed, had already begun to show itself in the Roman 
church,6 published sentence of excommunication a.gainst the churches of 

1 .At any l'l\te, if we may judge from the 
langnage of lrenreus, cited by Eusebius, 
the object of Polyrarp's journey to Rome 
W&9 not to settle the disputes respecting 
th~ leut of the passover. No disputes ou 
thiS ques!lOn had.as yet arisen j and the 
conversation ~pon It WIIS. only cursorily in
troduced, while the parties were speaking 
on the points in which the chnrches dif
fered. Neither is it by anv means clell~ 
although it is possible, that' the object of 
the journey was to discuss those other dif
(~nces. . More importance has been aome
times attnhuted to this visit than it can 
belroved historically to have'had. 

The matter i.~ obscure, as we have in 
nur hands only a disconnected fragment of 
the letter of Jreneua. Perhaps there was 
not as yet even then in the Roman church 

- the conflict between the ancient rites ac
cording to PIIU~ lind the more recent ones 
according t? John. I speak here only by 
wal of conjecture. 

Euseb. I. IV. c. 26. 
4 I once inferred, from the fact thllt Ire. 

nreus, in his letter to Victor holds up only 
those Roman bishops who preceded Soter 
lIS patterns of toleration, that a change had 
~Irelldy taken place under the latter j but 
If we mllrk how the phrases in Irenreus 
01 (rrpil) };~rijpo, rrpeu(3vupot and Ot rrp6 
uov rrpeu(Jvrepot. IInswer to each other it 
becomes evident that no stress can be l~id 
~n the former of them. IrenalUs means 
Simply to say. that difference and withal 
that tolerance, did not first begin under the 
last bishops, but wated already before 
Soter. 

any ~rly feast j perhaps the dift'erence t See above, p. 214. 
at tAat finN had reference to this very point, 
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Asia Minor, on account of this trivial point of dispute; but this un
christian proceeding could not fail to encounter decided resistance, in 
an age when some portion of the gospel spirit still remained. Irenreus 
in the name of the churches at Lyons and Vienna, wrote him a retter' 
in which he sharply rebuked this method of procedure. He endeav: 
ored to make Victor ashamed of his conduct, by comparing it with the 
example of his predecessor, Anicetus, and declared to him, "Notwith
standing these differences, we live together in peace, and our disagree.. 
me:at with regard to the regulation of fasts serves only to make our 
unity offaith the more clearly evident." In the same letter, or another 
document originating ill the same controversy, he said, "The apostles 
have directed us to let no man judge us in meat or in drink, or in reo 
spect of a holy day, or of the new moon or of Sabbath days. Why 
then these disputes, why these divisions? We observe fasts, but with 
the sour leaven of malice and cunning, rending the church of God; we 
observe the externals, so as to let go those weightier matters of faith 
and love. We have learned from the prophets, however, that such feasts 
and such fasts are an abomination to the Lord." 

As Friday was customarily considered a day of penitence and fasting 
preparatory to the celebration of the resurrection Sunday, it was the 
practice of these churches, where one Friday in the year was conse
crated to the remembrance of the passion, and one Sunday to the re
membrance of- the resurrection of Christ, to make this Friday a day of 
penitence and fasting preparatory to .the greatest Christian festival, the 
celebration of the remembrance of Christ's resurrection on Easter Sun
day. Yet with respect to the duration of this season of fasting, nothing 
was determined. In order to imitate the temptation of Jesus during 
forty days in the wilderness, this fast was extended in some districts 
to forty hours, which led afterwards to the forty days,l or Quadragesi
mal fast. 

After the feast of the resurrection followed the feast of Pentecost, 
(Whitsuntide,) in remembrance of Christ risen and glorified, as he 
thus revealed himself to the faithful, and at length actively manifes~d 
himself, in a self-subsistent community of divine life, in the effuSlOn 
of the Holy Spirit. All this was embraced as one included sum of t~e 
activity and self-revelation of the ascended and glorified Redeemer, ill 
this prolonged celebration of fifty days. It is evident from this, how 
closely connected in the Christian consciousness of this period were the 
conceptions of Christ ascended and glorified.2 This entire period was 
observed as Sunday; that is, there was never any fasting; prayers were 
made in the standing and not in the kneeling posture; it was perhaps 

1 Irenreus, in Euseb. I. V. c. 24. he observes: "Whoever in sincerity of heart 
2 This mode of contemplating the sub can say, God has raised us up and set us 

ject was still adopted also bv Origcn, and with him in heavenly places, celebrates con
accounts for the manner in which he places stantly the feast of pentecost." ('0 &11
in juxtaposition with the weekly feasts, the vUfLevo~ fLf1'U a"'1}{1eta~ Uyew, I1'}JvavtU1"fJ
1I'apauullai and KlIpLaKai, the yearly feasts, fLev 1''1> XPlU1''I>, aUd Kat 1'il UVVTiyetpt "a~ 
the 7ruuxa and the 7reV1'1}'WUTl), regarding uvveKu{1luev flf'ii~ fv 1'oi~ i1rOVpaVLO'r tv 
the feast of the resurrection as the point at XPIU1'<;', aft fU1'lV iv Tair riJr 7revTTiICotTTfJr 
which the feast of pentecost began. Hence "fLepa/~. ) Orig. c. Cels. I. VIII. c. 22. 
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the ease also, (m many of ~e ohorch~s at le889 that the congrega.
tions daily assembled a.nd celebtated the .commumon.1 Afterwards, two 
special events were selected out of this whole period, the 88cension of 
Christ, and the effusion of ~e Iloly Spirit, to which the celebration of 
Pentecost was confined. .. 

fiae jeam, as it appears from th~ p~sage .CIted out of Ongen, 
were the only ones generally observed ill this penod. That !1mdamen
tal view of the whole Christian life, which referred everything to the 
swrerings, resurrection and glory of Christ, and the aecommo~atioo. ?r 
opposition to the Jewish observances, ,!ere reasons ~at these ~ partIC
ular constituted the only general festivals. The Idea of a birth-day 
festival was foreign to the Christians of this p~riod generally; ~ey re
garded the second birth as the man's true brrth. So far as It con
cerned the birth of the Saviour, the case must have been somewhat 
diff'erent, indeed. By him, human nature was to be sanctified ?,om i:s 
earliest development. But this fact could not at first present Itself ill 
so prominent a. point of light to the early Christians, so many of whom 
had embraced Christianity when now advanced in years, and after a 
decisive crisis of their life. It was, moreover, only by degrees that 
Christianity could pass over into all the relations of domestic life. Be
sides, it was, in truth, unknown at what definite time the celebration of 
the remembrance of Christ's birth should be placed, as nothing definite 
was ascertained respecting the date of his birth. The case was entire
ly different with those more ancient annual feasts. 

Yet we find even in this period some trace, probably, of the festival of 
(JI",Vt,mas. The history of it 'is closely connected with the history of 
another kindred festival, the festival of the manife8tation of Je8U8 in 
his character as the Messiah, his consecration to the office of Messiah 
at his baptism by John and the beginning of his public ministry, called 
afterwards the lofYNI "OIV l'll:tfaVL;;'V, ..nr l'll:!fave'ar ..0;; Xpt<1..0;;. We find in 
later times, that these festivals spread in opposite directions; the for
mer extended itself from the West to the East, and the latter from the 
East to the West.s Clement of Alexandria simply notices, that the 

1 We might infer from Tertullian, de 
oraL c. 23, where he had said that worldly 
business on Sunday was deferred, and 
where he subsequently transfers the entire 
celebration of Sunday to the pentecost, that 
the former practice was observed also 
throngh the whole of Pentecost j which, 
however, can hardly be credited. De Idol
olatria, c. 14, he says, wishing to withhold 
ChriItians from taking any part in the 
healhen festivals: Excerpe silllfUlas sollen
mSates nauonnm, Pentecosten Implere non 
poterunt The fint trace of a limitation 
of the pentecost to one daYl is to be found 
perhaps in the 43d canon 01 the council of 
Elvira. This certainly very obscure canon 
&eemlI moat naturally to adinit of being un
derstood as meaning that some had selected 
out of the whole time o( pentecost merell 
!he (east of 88CellSion. On the other band, 
by the pentecost the council uuderstaada 

VOL. I. 26 

only the feast of the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit: and hence requires, that it should 
be celebrated fifty days after Easter. It 
charges the former, who did but wronll"ly 
apply the name of pentecost, of departing. 
from the authority of Scripture. Ut cuncti. 
diem Pentecostes post Pascha celehremus, 
non quadragesimam, nisi quinquagesimam. 

2 The feast of Epiphany, considered. as 
the feast of Christ's baptism, ~tood in high 
consideration towards the close of the fourth 
century, at Antioch, while the intrOOuction 
of the Christmas festival, coming from the 
West, met there with a good deal (If oppo
sition. Several Eastern churches, where 
men became first acquainted with the fes
tival of Christmas in the last part of the 
folU'tb. centnr,Y, or still later, but where the 
feut of Chnst's baptism had been longer 
known, afterwarda uuited both feasts to. 
gether ; just 118 in the Western church.,. a 
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Gnostic sect of the Basilidians kept the latter festival in his time at 
Alexandria. It can hardly be admitted, however, that this Beet in
vented the festival, interested as they were in observing it on. the . 
ground of their doctrines; for we cannot suppose that the catholic 
church would ever have received it from the Gnostics. They had most 
probably borrowed it from Jewish Christian churches in Palestine 
or Syria. With Jewish Christians it probably originated; for to their 
peculiar mode of thinking, this moment in the life of Jesus must have 
appeared most important. The Gnostics afterwards gave it, their own 
interpretation. Clement speaks, at thc same time, of individuals who 
were disposed to calculate not only the year but also the day of the 
nativity of Jesus, and indeed seems to censure such inquiries as idle 
and unprofitable, in which, moreover, it was impossible to arrive at any 
certainty. He does not state indeed that they observed the day which 
they attempted to determine, as a festival; yet it is probable that the 
day which they took so much pains to reckon, they also observed; and 
the general shaping of the passage in Clement would seem to indicate 
that this was his meaning.1 He could not have alluded, however, to 
the Gnostics, of whom he speaks afterwards, for with their system the 
festival of Christmas stood in direct contradiction. Thus these two 
feasts answer to two stages of Christian intuition, a lower and a higher; 
that which attached itself immediately to Judaism, and the Christian 
stage carried forward to an independent development; the view of 
Jesus as the anointed of the Holy Spirit, armed with divine powers 
for his work as the Messiah, and of Jesus as the god-man, the Word 
become flesh, whose humanity was from the beginning filled with the 
divine essence. We pass now to consider the several acts of Christian 
worship. 

4. The several acts of Christian Worship. 

The nature of the single acts of Christian worship will be evident 
from what we have remarked respecting its essence generally. As the 
elevation of the spirit and heart of the united church to God was the 
end of the whole, so instruction and edification by uniting in the com
mon contemplation of the divine word, constituted, from the first, lit 

principal part of Christian worship. The mode in which this wasdone, 
might, like the form of the church constitution, be closely connected 
with the arrangement of the assemblies of the Jewish communities in 
the synagogues.2 As in the synagogue assemblies of the Jews the 
reading of portions from the Old Testament formed the basis of reli
gious instruction, so the same practice passed over into the Christian 

somewhat different meaning wa.s given to expressed j the subject will be resumed in 

the recent feast of Epiphany, which came the following period. 

to them from the East. The Donatists re 1 Clemens Stromat, 1. I. f. 340: E~a~ ele 

fused to adopt the fea.st of Epiphany, con ol 1rEptEpyorepov rii ytveaEt roo 17101",

sidering it as an innovation coming from po~ ~J1-;;'V ov J1-ovov ro lTOr, u~~a "al ,Ntv
the Eastern church. Quia nee orientali ce ~J1-ipav 1rpoaTt1%vrer" 01. 6/: U1rO BIIO'L~elelOtl 
clesire, ubi apparuit iLla stella, communi /Cat Toli (la1rTlaf'aror airroii Tilv ~,uptJ" 
cant. Augustmi Sermo, 202, 4 2. 1'hese 'opr6'ovaL • 
are only preliminary remarks, introduced 2 See my History of the Planting, etc., 
here in confirJlUl.tion of the conjecture above Vol. I. p. 39. 
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assemblies. The Old Testament was read first, particularly the pro
phetic parts of it, as referring to the Messiah; next, the gospels, and 
finally the apostolic epistl?s. . 

The reading of the scnptures was of the greater consequence, smce 
it was desired to make every Christian familiar with them; and yet, 
on account of the rarity and high price of manuscripts, and the pov
erty of a great proportion of the Christians, or because all could not 
read, placing the Bible itself in the hands of all was out of the ques
tion. The frequent hearing of the word must therefore, in the case of 
many, be a substitute for their own reading it. The scriptures were 
read in a language that all could understand. This, in most of the 
countries belonging to the Roman empire, was either the Greek or the 
Latin. Various translations of the Bible into Latin made their appear
ance at a very early period j since everyone who had but a slight knowl
edge of Greek, felt the want of thus making himself familiar with the 
word of God in his native tongue. l In places where the Greek or the 
Latin language was understood by only a part of the community, the 
men of education, the rest being acquainted only with the ancient dia
lect of their country, which was the case in many cities of Egypt and 
Syria., church interpreters were appointed, as they were in the Jewish 
synagogues,2 who immediately translated what was read into the pro
vincia.l dialect, that it might be universally understood.s 

As early as the third century it was the practice, as we learn from 
the complete liturgies of the fourth which are known to us, for the dea
cons, before the Anagnost began to read, to exhort the community in a, 
certain customary form of words, to attention and devotion in listening 
to the divine word.4 . 

The reading of the scriptures was followed, as "in the Jewish syna
gogues, by short, and originally very simple addresses, in familiar lan
guage, Buch as the heart prompted at the moment, which contained the 
e.Xp<lsition and application of what had been read. On this point, J us
tin Martyr expresses himself as follows: 6 "The presiding officer of the 
~hurc~ gi~es a word of e~ortation, and incites the people to exemplify 
m theIr lives the good thmgs they had listened to." It was among 
the Greeks, who were more given to the culture of rhetoric that the 
sermon first began to take a wider scope, and to assume an important 
place in the acts of worship.6 

J Augustin. de doetrina christiana, L II. Bueelna prmconum e18Ul&t, lect.ore legente, 
e. 1I. Ut pat&nt aures, ot In magis ohstruis ill... 

The C;~~J~~/'I, Dragomal18. L. c. c. 76. 
6 Apolog. III 'EPI''lVtVTa~ YMJaorer tlr ywororav, PI tv 
6 When Sozomen, bist. eccles. I. VII. c.Tair uvorvwortortv, ;; tv Tair "'poor0l'tAtOtr. 

19, wbo wrote in the first half of the fifth Epiphan. expoeit. fid. Catho!' c.21. Pro. 
century, says that the practice of preachingcopiu8, the martyr, in the persecution of did not exist iu the ROman church the reoDioclesian, united in his own person at 
mark could i"nScythopolis in Palestine, the oftIces' of no caSe have refe;ence to 
~he early times i but, supposiug tbe statement Anagnost, exorcist, interpreter, (from the 
IS to be depended upon, it would simply Greek into Syriac.) See his Acta. 
amount to this, that by the predominauce , As we may see from the words of Com. 
of outward show and liturgical pomp, the modiaDJ against the speaking, particularly 
sermon was finally pushed out. But the01 &he Rlmale lex, in the chlll'Ch: 
fact may have been, that this Eastern writer 

I 
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Ohurch psalmody, also, passed over from the synagogue into the Chris
tian church. The Apostle Paul exhorts the primitive churches to sing 
spiritual songs. For this purpose were used the psalms of the Old 
Testament, and partly ltymns composed expressly for this object, espe
cially hymns of praise and of thanks to God and to Christ; such hav
ing been known to Pliny, as in customary use among the Christianll of 
his time. In the controversies with the Unitarians, at the end of the 
second and the beginning of the third centuries, the hymns were ap
pealed to, in which from early times Christ had been worshipped WI 

God. The power of church melody on the heart was soon acknowl
edged; and hence such as were desirous of propagating peculiar opin
ions of their own, like Bardasanes or Paul of Samosata, seized upon this 
as an instrument well adapted to their purpose. 

The visible church required visible signs, for the spiritual facts on 
which .its inward essence rests. Hence Christ, who meant to found a 
visible church, instituted two ontward signs, as symbols of the invisible 
fellowship between him, the Head of the spiritual body, and its mem
bers, the believers, and of the union of these members not only with 
himself, but with one another - visible means of representing the in· 
visible heavenly benefits to be communicated by him to the members of 
this body; and with the believing use of these signs, furnished to the 
outward man of sense in behalf of the inward spiritnal man, was to be 
connected the enjoyment of that fellowship and of those heavenly ben
efits. As in Christianity and all Christian life, there is nothing which 
stands separate and insulated, but all forms one whole, radiating from a 
common centre, so in the present case, what is represented by these 
outward signs was to be something which should proceed on through 
the whole inward, Christian life; something which from one single mo
ment of that life should be diffused over the whole of it; and again, 
from other single moments, should be specially awakened and carried 
still further onward. Such was baptism, the sign of the first entrance 
into fellowship with the Redeemer and with the church, the first appro
priation of the benefits which he bestowed on mankind - the forgive
ness of sins and the inward union of life thence resulting - the partici· 
pation in a sanctifying, divine spirit of life; and such was the Lord's 
supper, the sibTJJ. of a constantly progressive perseverance in this f~llow· 
ship and in the appropriation and enjoyment of these benefits; both 
representing the essentials of the whole Christian life within, in its first 
rise and its progressive development. The whole peculiar spirit of the 
Christian worship invariably stamped itself upon the mode in whi.ch 
these outward signs of divine realities were administered; and agam, 
the mode of their administration powerfully reacted upon the character 
of the worship. The connection of the moments represented by these 
outward signs with the whole of the Christian life, the union of the in
ward and divine things with the outward transactions, were present to 
the lively Christian feelings of the early believers; but it was here a. 

was deceived by false accounts from the the Roman church did not occupy 80 im· 
West. And the mistake may have arisen portant a place in the worship, as in the 
from some observation, that the Sermon in Greek church. 
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80'111'08 or great practical mischief, - just as we observed in the case of 
the doctrine concerning the church, - that men neglected duly to sep
arate and distinguish in their conceptions, what was connected together 
in their feelings. It WM from the same source that the outw~rd con
ception, not merely of the church, but also of those symbols which were 
so closely connected with the being of the church, proceeded. And 
one kind of outward conception reacted upon th~ o~er. . . 

We shall speak first of baptism. At the begmmng, when It was Im
portant that the church should rapidly extend itself, those who c?nfes~ed 
their belief in Je3U8 as the MesBiait, (among the Jews,) or theIr belief 
in one God, and in Je8U8 as the Me8Biah, (among the Gentiles,) were 
immediately baptized, u appears from the N ew Te~tament. Grad~ally 
it came to be thought necessary, that those who WlBhed to be receivel 
into the Christian church, should be subjected to a more careful pre 
pa.ra.tory instruction, and to a stricter examination.I ,!his whole class 
were denominated /CaTT/XOVf.lEVot, u/CpoaTai, auditores or audientes. By these 
appellations they were designated as those who were receiving their 
first instruction in Christianity, and who could only be permitted to 
hear the reading of the scriptures and the preaching of the word. The 
period of probation must have been determined by the different condi
tions of individuals; yet the Council of Elvira decided generally on 8. 

period of two years. Originally there was but one common name for 
all who had not 115 yet received baptism, but were in the state of pro
bation and prepa.ration. But as different stages and gradations were 
here distinguished, these were also designated by particular names. 
Accordingly in Origen we find these catechumens distinctly separated 
into two divisions. 1. Those who were for the first time receiving pri
vate instruction, and 2. Those who were admitted to the meetings of 
the church, and who were immediately prepared for baptism.2 

1 The usertiou advanced bl pro Rothe, had been taught, and hind themselves to 
in his interesting tract, (De dlsciplinre ar rule their lives by them, - the same method 
caDi, q_ dicitur, in ecclesia Christiana OIi of uniting doctrine and practice which must 
giDe. Heidelberg, 1841,) that the instruc prevail at all periods in the instruction of 
tion aDd examination of catechumens reo catechumens. It is beyond my power to 
lated in the fint place to matters of practice conceive what conclusion can be drawn 
oDly, and that an important change took from the words of Celsus, I. III. c. 50, with 
place when, at a later period, the instruction regard to the instruction of catechumens; 
ud examination was directed to matters of for these words are totally foreign to the 
theory,-this &ssertion I cannot think es· suhject, having reference simply to the 
tablished on good and sufficient grounds. mode which the Christians adopted of seek
Both were, from the beginning, united to ing first to gain access to the uneducated, 
gether, as Christianity required. This is to slaves and youth, and bring them over to 
clear also from the passage in the greater Christianity. Neither has the relation of 
Apology of Justin Martyr, ~ 61, where he Clement's two works (the Predagogue lUIei 
says of those who are pre~ng themselves the Stromata) to each other, any thing to 
for b&p,tism: ·Oaol Ilv trtltra-l:Hrl /Cal trttrTtv. do with the present lIubject; it answers to 
_IV uA~q Taiirn Ta ilf' ~tM 616aaICQj!.EVa the relation of the trll1Ttr to the yviJl1tr, 
/Cal MrOIteva rIval IEtU {JIOW oVTIoIf 6waa among the Alexandrians j and the Gnosis 
"41 {,trI/1XVtJVTat. Here ill8truction in doc assuredly could not be taucYht to catechu
trine is &ssuredlv preBupposed. and the cor· mens. Instruction in the fl;';.damental doc
mponding ronduet of the life delived from trines of Christianity is quite another thing. 
it, and both supposed to be so united with 2 Origen, C. Cels. I. III. C. 51, says that to 
e.cIl other. that those who wished to re tbose who wished to embrace Christianity, 
eeift '-Ptism should declare themlelves private instruction was first imparted, (by 
eouvincecl of the truth of the doctrines they this circumstance he explains their name, 

26· 
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For the private instruction of these catechumens, a distinct office 
was instituted in the church. At Carthage the duty was devolved 
after a period of probation, on some individual who had distinguisood 
himself among the church readers. At Alexandria, where it often 
happened that men of education, even the learned, and thosehabitu
ated to philosophical reflection, applied to receive instruction in Chris. 
tianity, it was necessary that the catechists should be men of liberal 
education, qualified to meet the objections and doubts of pagans, and 
to follow them on their own position. Able and learned laymen were 
therefore selected here; and this class of catechists led afterwards to 
the formation of an important theological school among the Christians.' 

Some traces of a confession of faith, which was made at baptism, 
are to be found even in the New Testament.2 Such confessions of 
faith were afterwards more fully drawn out, in opposition to Jews, to 
pagans and to heretics. These confessions were intended to embrace 
those essentials of Christianity, wherein all the churches were agreed. 
It was believed that the doctrine expressed in these confessions of faith 
proceeded from the apostle~; that it was the doctrine which they 
preached in living words and in their writings; but it was by no means 
the opinion in the beginning, that the apostles had drawn up any such 
confession in words. In this sense it was called the /(~pvYf1-a a7rOI1'7"OAtKOv, 

the 7rapaooa1r a7rOaTOAl/(~; the misconception of this phraseology after· 
wards gave birth to the fiction, that the apostles had verbally composed 
such a confession.s This formula of confession was then dcsignated by 
the distinctive term of Symbolum. It may be a question, whether, in 
this use of the word Symbolurn , the allusion was to its gencral meaning 
of "a sign/' in the sense that the words of the confession were a 
characteristic, representative sign of the faith, or whether a particular 
application of this meaning was intended, having reference to the 
aVf',BOAO'V arparuJTl/(O'V, the tessera militaris: so that the confession was, as 
it were, the watchword of the miles Christi, communicated to every 
one on his admission into the militia Christi. So far as we can trace 
the history of the phrase, the first seems to be the more probable sup
position; for where the word Symbolum first occurs in connection with 
baptism, it has only that general signification.4 

aKpoarai.) For when thev had sufficiently 2 See 1 Pet. 3: 21.-1 Tim. 6: 12, is 
held to their purpose of lc;tding a Christian not so clear, as this might refer to a profes
life, they wonld be intl"Odnced into the com sion volnntarily made hy Timothy, from 
munity i r0T111Jl/£(J,(5e aurovr; df1ayovcuv, lcti{t the impulse of his own feelings, on a spe
!lev 7rOl1;aavTq; TUJ/pa TCJ1J Upit ap'Xofli:vl.)V rinl occa~ion, when he was chosen and con· 
KaL d(fayofL~vwv Kat; Ol'UUiiUl TO (ji'fl;3o')~ov secrated as a missionary to the heathen, 
Toil U7rOKeKa·I}('p-ltat "vetI..7/</>(,r(,)v. The l'tsl S Rufin. exposit. symbol. apo,tol. 
distinction shows evidently that the.e should 4 As, for example, where Te~tullian, ,dB 
he distingtlishe,l from the baptized, who are pmnitentia, c. 6, says, that baptism, w~lCh 
afterwards spoken of. It was only the by its nature should be a symbolum Vital, 
moml Q\"crsight 1.0 he extended to the hap beromes to those who rec.eive it without the 
tized members of the t'ongrcgntion, which right disposition, a symholum morlis. So 
forms the. sub.iect of diseQurse nfterwal·ds. in his work, conti". Marcian. I. V.e. J, sym' 
And so Origen describes, not three, but two bolum i~ used hy him as eqUIvalent to 
classes of catechumens. mnrk, ~ign, generally. So in the letter or 

1 More on this whole suhject hcrcafter, in Firmilianus of Cresiuea, where the" sym
the section relating to the Alexandrian holum trinitatis" is expressly distinguished 
~chool. from the confession of faith, and employed 
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The very significant wo~ • ,,(,(l{klw • •symbolum, would now give occa
sion to many different religtous alluSIOns; th.e one tha~ soon became 
predominant was that ~hich fix~d on the f~~onte companson. ~~ong the 
early Christians of theIr vocation to a mlhtary serViCe (m1htia:.) In 
the Alexandrian church on the other hand, where a taste prevaIled for 
tracinlJ' analogies with ilie pagan mysteries, and sometimes, indeed~ in 
a wa/but little suited to the simple character of the gospel, the term 
was compared to the watch-word of the initiated.1 Others ~xed on 
another meaninO" of the word" Symbolum," namely, a commerCial com
pact; as if the pledge of a spiritual fellowship waa the thing desi~ed 
to be represented.2 Again, the fable recorded by Rufinus,3 WhICh 
ascribed the authorship of a confession of faith to the apostles, gave 
currency afterwards to the notion, that this confcssion had be~n formed 
by contributions from each of the apostles; and so the meanmg of the 
won! I1fp(JOMV, I1Vp{JOA,~, a contribution, was applied in the present case to 
denote a confession which had grown out of the contributions of the 
several apostles. 

This confession was put into the hands of the catechumens as a doc
ument which contained the essentials of Christianity. Many who had 
been led to embrace the faith after much inquiry, after consulting dif
ferent religious Writings and reading the scripturcs for themselves, of 
course did not need it to keep them in the knowledge of Christianity. 
It could only serve in their case as a means of convincing them, that 
the church with which they wished to become connected, agreed in 
doctrine with the holy scriptures from which they had already derived 
their faith. Thus Clement of Alexandria invites the heathen to con· 
vince themselves what the true Christian doctrine is, by searching the 
scriptures, where it was to be found, if they would but apply their 
mental powers to distinguish the true from the plausible, the doctrine 
really derived from the scriptures from that which merely attached 
itself to them in appearance. l 

Others, however, obtained their first knowledge of Christianity from 
the instruction contained in the confession of faith and imparted in 
c~mnection with it, without finding themselves in a situation, till some· 
time. afterwanls, of comp~r!ng with the scriptures what they had thus 
receIved from human tradItion. It was of these, the Gnostic Heracleon 
remarked: Ii "They are led first to believe on the Saviour by the testi

as 1\ d~ignation .of the fonnuls of baptism, ries; for this is assuredly a designation bor· 
(BaptlSmus) CUI nec symbolum trinitalis rowed from the New Testament. 
uee iuterrogatio legitima et ecclesillStica ~ A?gustin, sermo, 212: Symboluro inter 
deruit. Again, ep. 76, Cyprian, ad MIl" Be fBemnt. metcatores, quo eorum societas 
~nm : ." eodem symholo haptiure," to bap. pacto fidel teneatur j et vcstra societas est 
IJze With the same formula. Perhaps this commercium spiritualium. 
wo~ w~ ori)tinally nothing more than s 8 In his expositio in svmbolum aposto. 
deslgnauon of the fonnula of baptism, and lorum. • 
be<-ame subsequently trausferred to the con t Stromat. I. VII. f. 754 et 55· Al ah&v 
fett~ion of fairh. TLiv ypar;wv eKl'av{}("VEtV a7TOOell(n"t:i~._ 

1 Stromat. I. V. f. 582. The J..oij1'pov com. A,al(pill~tV r~ rfi ~~ral..1}'trTIKii iJ£tJpiq., (com. 
pa~ with the I(a{/apaio'f of the pagan prehen~lDg. IfltUltl?n,) I(at 1'~ l(\lpu.>TU~
mysteries. In the designation .. ~rU1p.O~" Ml'fTfl"" (~Ight dunking,) 1'0 UA1}iJer am)
borrowed from the New Testament, we ca'n TOil faLvo/J£vOV. 

lind. however, no reference to the myste. 6 Orig. 'fom. XIII. in Joann. i 52. 
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mony of men; but when they come to his own words, they believ~ no 
longer on the ground of human testimony alone, but for the sake of the 
truth itself;" and in reference to the same class, Clement of Alexan. 
dria says: 1 "The first saving change from heathenism isjaith, that is 
a compendious knowledge of all that is necessary to salvation. On th~ 
foundation is built the Gnosis, which is a solid demonstration, derived 
from the doctrine of our Lord, of that which has been received by 
faith." Others, who were wholly uneducated, and unable to read any 
writing, could only learn from the mouth of others, and never come 
themselves to the fountain of God's word; but still the divine doctrine, 
which they imbibed from the lips of others, proved itself independently 
a divine power in their hearts. Where the word but once found ad· 
mission, an independent Christian consciousness was capable of being 
thereby awakened. "Many of us," says Clement of Alexandria, "have 
received the divine doctrine, without the use of writings, in the power 
of God through faith." 2 

The few words of this confession of faith needed not, of course, to be 
communicated in writing. They were to pass into the heart of the 
catechumen; to pass from the living word into his life; to be expressed 
by him as the deep conviction of his heart. Was it wished to attach 
to this custom, which arose so naturally, of orally communicating the 
confession of faith, some higher meaning? The interpretation most 
readily presenting itself was, that the Ohristian doctrine should not 
come to men from without, through the medium of letters, but should 
be written in their hearts by the Spirit of God, and propagate itself 
there as a living principle. Jer. 31: 33.3 In later times a disposition 
to dip into mysteries quite alien from the spirit of the simple gospel, 
which disposition had first found entrance into the Alexandrian church 
from her leaning to an accommodation with the pagan mysteries and 
from the influence of the Neo·Platonic mysticism, gave to this custom 
the meaning, that the most sacred things ought not be entrusted to 
writing, lest they should be produced among the uninitiated, and there
by become profaned: 4 - while yet the scriptures, the holiest tradition 
of the divine, might come into the hands of every heathen; while the 
apologists felt no scruples in presenting before the heathen the inmost 
mysteries of Christian doctrine! 

This confession of faith was made by the catechumens at baptism, in 
answers to distinct questions.6 

1 Stromat. I. VII. f. 732, Lit. D. 
2 Stromat. l. 1. f. 319: 01 Oi: Kat ,ivw 

ypal"{,ar(,Jv OlJvu{'", 7'OV 7rcpt rhov <Stu 7rLI1'
Te(,J(' 7rapftA~1>a{'fv ?jjyov. 

8 So Augustin, Senno 212: Hujlls rei 
significandre causa, audicndo symbolnm dis· 
dtur, nec in tahulis vel in aliqlllt materia, 
sed in conic scribitur. 

4 The like play and parade about myste· 
ries, to which more importance came to be 
attached thOln they originally possessed, af· 
terwards led to the invention of the obscure, 
,"ague nnd nnhistoriral idea of a disciplina 
arcani, of whirh, from its very vagueness 

and want of foundation, men could make 
whatever they pleased. 

6 According to the most natural interpre· 
tation, 1 Pet. 3: 21, has reference already 
to the question proposed at baptism. 'E:r.
pWTT/[la, metonymice for the pledge in an· 
swer to the questions. Tertullian, de coro· 
na mil;t. c. 3: AmpUus aliquid respon~!'t 
quam Dominus in evangelio determmant. 
Again, Tertullian, de resurrect. c. 48, res~ect
ing baptism: Anima responsione sa~cltur. 
The council of eighty·seven Bishops I~ the 
time of Cyprian, respecting these question!: 
"Sacramentnm interrogare," (sacramentum 
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With the oral confession of faith was also connected. the avowal ~f a 
moral engagement. The transaction was loo~ed upon m the fo~owmg 
light: the candidate for baptism separated hImself from the ~mgdom 
of sin of darkness of Satan which, as a heathen devoted to hIs lusts, 
he had hitherto se~ved and'came over to the kingdom of God and of 
Christ. He was now,' therefore, solemnly to reno~ce all f~l!ows~p 
with that kingdom of which he had before been a subJect. GlVlng h:s 
hand to the bishop, he solemnly declared,· that he renounced the deVIl 
and all his pomps, - meaning partic~larly by these the pa~an shows 
a.nd things of the like nature - and hIS angels - an exp:esSl?~ proba
bly based on the notion, that the heathen. gods were e~11 SPIrIts, ~ho 
had seduced mankind.2 In accordance WIth the favorite companson 
already alluded to, this pledge was regarded as the Christian's military 
oath, the sacramentum militioo christianoo, whereby he bound himself to 
live and fight as a miles Dei et Christi. 

This form of renunciation, which we meet with in the second cen
tury should be distinguished from the exorcism, which could not have 
sp~g so early out of the prevailing mode of thinking in Christian 
antiquity. It is true, the idea of a. deliverance from the dominion of 
the evil spirit in a moral and spiritual respect, of a separation from 
the kingdom of evil, and of a communication by the new birth of a 
divine life, which should be victorious over the principle of evil, is 
to be reckoned among the number of original and essential Christian 
ideas; but the whole act of baptism was to be in truth precise
ly a representation of this idea; there was no need, therefore, that 
any separate act should still be added to denote or to effectuate that 
which the whole act of baptism was intended to denote, and to the be
liever truly and effectually to represent. The case was different with 
the form of renunciation. This, like the confession of faith, had refer
ence to what the candidate was bound, on his part, to do, in order to 
enjoy the benefit of baptism. As in Christianity faith and life are 
closely conjoined, so the renunciation accompanied the confession. 
Hence we find in the second century no trace as yet of any such form 
of exorcism against the evil spirit. But the tendency to confound the 
inward with the outward, the inclination to the magical, the fondness 
for pomp and display, caused that those forms of exorcism which had 
been employed in the case of the energumens or demoniacally possessed 
should be introduced in the baptism of all heathens. Perhaps the fact 
also had Borne connection with this change, that exorcism which in ear
lie: times was a f~ee charisma, had becon:e ~enerally tr;nsformed into 
a lifeless mecharucal act, attached to a dlstmct office in the church. 
In the apostolic constitutions, we find neither the one nor the other. 
The first unequivocal trace of exorcism in baptism is found in the acts 

is here equivalent to doetrina sacra.) In a 1 According to Tertullian, de corona 
letter of Dionvsius of Alexandria, cited in milit. c. 3, - twice, - first, before he wenl 
Eusebia&, I. VII. c. 9: 'E'lrep"'TrJUtl( /Cal to baptism, perhaps on his first admission to 
V'IrOICpiUtL(. Cyprian, ep. 76, ad Magnum the church assemblies, next at baptism it
cites one of these questions: Credis remi.~ self. 
eionem peccatorum et vitam IIltemam per l'A-r:.rrr.auu.euf7aL r<ii dLaf36'A<tJ /Cal r~ 7rop:lr~
I&Dctam ecclesiam? leal rOL( ayyet.oLf avroii. 
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of the council of eighty-five or eighty-seven bishops, which convened a.t 
Carthage in the year 256.1 . 

In respect to the form of baptism, it was in conformity with the 
original institution and the original import of the symbol, performed by 
immersion, as a sign of entire baptism into the Holy Spirit, of' being ell

tirely penetrated by the same.2 It was only with the sick, where the 
exigency required it, that any exception was made; and in this case 
baptism was administered by sprinkling. Many superstitious persons,s 
clinging to the outward form, imagined that such baptism by sprinkling 
was not fully valid; and hence they distinguished those who had been 
so baptized by denominating them the clinici. The bishop Cyprian ex
pressed himself strongly against this delusion.4 "It is otherwise," - he 
says, -" the breast of the believer is washed, the soul of man is cleansed 
by the merits of faith. In the sacraments of salvation, where necessity 
compels and God gives permission, the divine thing, though outwardly 
abridged, bestows all that it implies on the faithful.5 Or if anyone 
supposes that they have obtained nothing because they have been mere
ly sprinlcled with the water of salvation, they must not be so deceived 
themselves, as to think that they ought therefore to be baptized over 
again, in case they recover from their sickness. But if those who have 
once been consecrated by the baptism of the church, cannot again be 
baptized, why fill them with perplexity in regard to their faith and-the 
grace of the Lord? Or is it admitted that they have indeed become 
sharers of the grace of the Lord, but in a smaller measure of the divine 
largess and of the Holy Spirit, so that they must be considered as 
Christians indeed, but yet not placed on the same level with the rest? 
No; the Holy Spirit is not given by measure, but poured out in full 
on the faithful. For if the day breaks alike on all, and if the sun pours 
his light OIl all in equal measure, how much more shall Christ, the true 
sun a,nd the true day in his church, distribute the light of eternal life 
with unstinted equality! " 

'l'he formula of baptism, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, whieh is cited as the traditional one by Justin Martyr, is per
haps not the oldest; but the older is perhaps the shorter formula which 
refers only to Christ, to which there is allusion in the New Testament, 
which )farcion also insists on in his attempt to bring about a restoration 
of the original gospel, and which, amid the disputes concerning the bal>" 
tism of heretics, still received special recognition. At all events, this 

1 The North African bishop, Crecilius, of mightier than exorcism. S~iritus ~~qnam 
Bilta, goes on the supposition by his vote ultra reman ere non possunt III homlll~8 ~p~. 
in this case, that exorcism helonged essen pore, in quo baptizato et sanctificato mClplt 
tially to the whole act of baptism. So too spiritus sanctns habitare. 
the votum of the fanatical Vincentius a 2 See my Hist. of the Planting, etc., Vol. 
Thibal'i, that the manuum impositio in ex I. f' 222. 
orcismo must precede the baptism of here , See above, p. 238. 
tics. But from the 76th letter of Cyprian 4 Ep. 76 ad Magnum. . 
ad Magnum, the presence of eXOI'CI"m in 6 The passage rendered here acoordmg 
baptism generally cannot be proved j he is to the sense, to make it intelligible: II Ta
speaking there simply of exorcism in the tum credentibus conferunt divina compen
case of energumens, and it is rather Cy dia." 
prian's object to show that baptism is far 
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shorter formula contains within it, as must be allowed, all that which in 
the longer one is but more fully analyzed and unfolded.1 

Baptism was administ.ered at firs.t only to .adults, as men were accus
tomed to conceive baptism and faIth as stnctly connected. We have 
all reason for not deriving infant baptism from apostolic institution,!! ~d 
the recognition of it which followed somewhat later, as an apostolical 
tradition serves to confirm this hypothesis. Irenreus is the first church 
teacher i~ whom we find any allusion to infant baptism, and in hi~ mode 
of expressing himself on the subject, he leads us ~t . the sam~ tillle to 
recognize its connllction with the essence of the ChrIStIan conSClousness; 
he testifies of the profound Ch~stian idea, ou~ of which inf~r:t baptism 
arose, and which procured for It at length uruversal recogmtlOn. I.re
nrens is wishing to show that Christ did not interrupt the progressIVe 
development of that human nature, which was to be sanctified by him, 
but sanctified it in accordance with its natural course of development, 
and in all it.<! several stages. "He came to redeem all by himself; all 
who, thtough him, are regenerated to God; infants, little children, 
boys, young men and old. Hence he passed through every age, and 
for the infants he became an infant, sanctifying the infants; - among 
the little children he became a little child, sanctifying those who be
long to this age, and at the same time presenting to them an example 
of piety, of well-doing and of obedience; among the young men, he be
came a young man, that he might set them an example and sanctify 
them to the Lord." 3 It is here especially important to observe, that 
infants (infantes) are expressly distinguished from children, (parvulis,) 
whom Christ could also benefit by his example; and that they are rep
resented as capable of receiving from Christ, who had appeared in their 
age, nothing more than an objective sanctification. This sanctification 
beeomes theirs, in so far as they are regenerated by Christ to God. 
Regeneration and baptism are in Irenreus intimately connected; and it is 
difficult to conceive how the term regeneration can be employed, in refer
ence to this age, to denote anything else than baptism. Infant baptism, 
t!ten, ~p~ars here as the ~edium, through which the principle of sanc
tification, Imparted by ChrISt to human nature from its earliest develop
ment, became appropriated to children. It is the idea of infant bap
tism, that. Christ, through the ~vine life which he imparted to and 
rev~aled lD human nature, sanctified that nature frolD the germ of ita 
earlie.8t development. The child born in a Christian family was, when 
all thlDgs were 88 they should be, to have this advantage above others 
~t he did t;lot first come to Christianity out of heathenism, or th~ 
~ul nature-life, but from the ~t dawning of consciousness, unfolded 
his powers under the lmperceptible preventing influences of a sanctify

1 See my History of the Planting, etc., et iDfantihus infans factus, sanctificans in. v:01. 1. p. 222. fantes.; in parvuIis, parvulus, sanctifica.nsI The same, p. 224, tr. bane Ipsam habentes retatem, sUnul et ex
I IreDIIlU!, I. n. c. 22, , 4: Omnea enim em~lu'!l i1,lis I!ict~tis e~ec~, et justitilll etper aeme!ipsum venit salvare: omnes, in sllbJe~lOIlll! i 1D JuveDihus, Juvenis exem. 
~, qUI per eum renascuntur in Denm, 1plum JuveDibus fiens et sanctificans Domm~tes et parvnlos et pueroa et JllveDes et mo.

Benlorea. Ideo per omDem vewt llltatem 
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ing, ennobling religion; that with the earliest germination of the,1l6tu. 
ral self·conscious life, another divine principle of life, transforming t;\e 
nature, should be brought nigh to him, ere yet the ungodly p~e 
could come into full activity; and the latter should at once find here 
its powerful counterpoise. In such a life, the new birth was not to 
constitute a new crisis, beginning at some definable moment, but it was 
to begin imperceptibly, and so proceed through the whole life. Henee 
baptism, the visible sign of regeneration, was to be given to the child 
at the very outset; the child was to be consecrated to the Redeemer 
from the beginning of its life. From this idea, founded on what is in· 
most in Christianity, becoming predominant in the feelings of Christians, 
resulted the practice of infant baptism. 

But immediately after Irenreus,l in the last years of the second cen· 
tury, Tertullian appears as a zealous opponent of infant baptism; a 
proof that the practice had not as yet come to be regarded as an apos
tolical institution; for otherwise, he would hardly have ventured to ex· 
press himself so strongly against it. We perceive from his argument 
against infant baptism, that its advocates already appealed to Matth. 
19: 14, a passage which it would be natural for everyone to apply in 
this manner. "Our Lord rebuked not the little children, but commanded 
them to be brought to him that he might bless them." Tertullian ad· 
vises, that in consideration of the great importance of the transaction, 
and of the preparation necessary to be made for it on the part of the 
recipients, baptism, as a general thing, should rather be delayed than 
prematurely applied, and he takes this occasion to declare himself par
ticularly opposed to haste in the baptism of children.2 In answer to 
the objection drawn from those words of Christ, he replies: -" Let 
them come, while they are growing up; let them come while they are 
learning, while they are being taught to what it is they are coming; 
let them become Christians, when they are susceptible of the knowledge 
of Christ. What haste, to procure the forgiveness of sins for the age 
of innocence! We show more prudence in the management of our 
worldly concerns, than we do in entrusting the divine treasure to those 
who cannot be entrusted with earthly property. Let them first learn 
to feel their need of salvation; so it may appear that we have given to 
those that wanted." Tertullian evidently means, that children should 
be led to Christ by instructing them in Christianity; but that they 
should not receive baptism, until, after having been sufficiently instT?ct
ed, they are led from personal conviction and by their own free chOIce, 
to seek for it with sincere longing of the heart. It may be said7 indeed, 
that he is only speaking of the course to be followed according to the 
general rule; whenever there was momentary danger of death, bap

1 It has been attempted to prove the Clement's mind he could denominate all 
practice of infant baptism from the passage Christians rraIl5i~. Beyond doubt, the writer 
already cited from Clemont of Alexandria, is speaking in this pa~sag~ directly of con· 
Predabrog. lib. III. f. 24.7: "TWV l; ildaTar version and regeneratIOn, m reference to aU 
avaarrCoJ/-lEVWv rraul,,,!v," which, beyond ques· men. . . 
tion, refers to baptism; but this can hal·dly 2 De baptismo, c. 18: Cun.ctatio baptlSIIl1 
be considered a valid proof; for as the idea utilior est, prrecipue tamen CIrca parvulos. 
of the {hia, rraulaylolYo, was Hoating before 
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tism might be administered, even according to his views. Bu~ if he 
had considered this to be so necessary, he could not have failed to 
mention it expressly. It seems, in fact, according to the principles 
laid down by him, tha~ he could not ?onceive .o~ an,/! effica~ w~a.tever 
residing in baptism, WIthout the COnsCIOUS partIcIpatIOn and mdl~ldual 
faith of the person baptized; no: co~ld he sec any. da~ger accrumg to 
the age of innocence from delaymg It; although thIS VieW of the mat
ter was not lo!rlcally consistent with his own system. 

But when, ~ow, on the one hand, the doctrine of the corruption 
and guilt, cleaving to human nature in consequence of the first trans
gression, was reduced to a more precise and systematic form, and on 
the other, from the want of duly distinguishing between what is out
ward and what is inward in baptism, (the baptism by water and the 
baptism by the Spirit,) the error became more firmly established that 
without external baptism no one could be delivered from that inherent 
guilt, could be saved from the everlasting punishment that threatened 
him, or raised to etcrnal life; and when the notion of a magical influ
ence, a charm connected with the sacraments continually gained ground, 
the theory was finally evolved of the unconditional necessity of infant 
baptism. About the middle of the third century, this theory was 
already generally admitted in the North African church. The only 
question that remained was, whether the child ought to be baptized im· 
mediately after its birth, or not till eight days after, as in the case of 
the rite of circumcision. The latter was the opinion of the bishop 
Fidus, who proposed the question to a council convened at Carthage. 
Cyprian answered it, in the year 252, in the name of sixty-six bishops.l 
His answer evinces how full he was of that great Christian idea which 
has just been unfolded, and out of which the practice of infant baptism 
proceeded. But embarrassed by his habit of confounding the inward 
with the outward, by his materialism, he mingled with it much that is 
erroneous. He declares himself against the arbitrary limitation of 
Fidus. "None of us could agree to your opinion. On the contrary 
it is the opinion of us all, that the mercy and graoo of God must b~ 
refused to no human being, so Soon as he is born; for since our Lord 
says in his gospel, 'The Son of man is not come to destroy men's 
souls, but to save them,' Luke 9 : 50, so everything that lies in our 
power must be done that no soul may be lost. As God has no respect 
o~ persons, so too he has no respect of age, offering himself as a Father 
WIth equal freeness to all, that they may be enabled to obtain the 
he~venll gr~ce. As to what you saYJ that the child in the first days 
of Its Inrth IS not clean to the touch, and that each of us would shrink 
from kissing such an object, even this, in our opinion, ought to present 
no obstacle to the bestowment of the heavenlY grace; for it is written 
, to the pure all things are pure;' and none"of us ou",ht to revolt at 
that which God has condescended to create. AIthouo"'h the child be 
b~t Just. bon;, yet it is n? ~uch object that anyone ought to demur at 
kissmg It to nnpart the dlVlne grace and the salutation of peace, (i. e. 

lEp.5.9. 
VOL. I. 21 
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the brotherly kiss, which was given to persons newly baptized, as the 
sign of the fellowship of peace in the Lord,) since each of us mTJBt \e 
led, by his own religious sensibility, to think upon the creative haIlcls 
of God, fresh from the completion of their work, which we kiss in the 
newly formed man when we take in our arms what God has made. 1& 
to the rest, if anything could prove a hindrance to men in the a_. 
ment of grace, much rather might those be hindered ~ose matI11'&' 
years have involved them in heavy sins. But if even the chief fK. 
sinners, who have been exceedingly guilty before God, receive the for· 
giveness of sins on coming to the faith, and no one is precluded _ 
baptism and from grace, how much less should the child be kept back, 
which, as it is but just born, cannot have sinned, but has only 
brought with it, by its descent from Adam, the infection of the old 
death; and which may the more easily obtain the remission of sins, 
because the sins which are forgiven it, are not its own, but those .of 
another." 

In the Alexandrian church also, which, in respect to its whole thoo
logical and dogmatic direction of mind was so essentially distinguished 
from the church of North Africa, wc find prevailing, even at a 8Ome
what earlier period, the doctrine of the necessity of infant baptism. 
Origen, in whose system infant baptism could readily find its place,! 
though not in the same connection as in the system of the North .Afri
can church, declares it to be an apostolical tradition;2. an expressiott, 
by the way, which cannot be regarded as of much weight in this age, 
when the inclination was so strong to trace every institution which Wall 

considered of special importance, to the apostles; and when so many 
walls of separation, hindering the freedom of prospect, had already 
been set up between this and the apostolic age. Also in the Persian 
church, infant baptism was, in the course of the third century, 80 gen
erally recognized that the sect founder Mani thought he could draw an 
argument from it in favor of a doctrine which seemed to him nccess. 
rily presupposed by this application of the rite. 

But if the necessity of infant baptism was acknowledged in theory, 
it was still far from being uniformly recognized iii practice. Nor W!l3 
it always from the purest motives that men were induced to put 011 
their baptism. Precisely the same false notion of baptism as an opus 
operatum, which had moved some to consider the baptism of infanta 80 

unconditionally necessary, led many others, who mistook indeed, in a 
far grosser and more dangerous manner, the nature of this rite, to de
lay their baptism, that they might, in the meantime, the more, freely 
abandon themselves to their lusts, and yet, cleansed in the hour of death 
by the magical annihilation of their sins, be able to pass without hind
rance into eternal life. We have already noticed the pious indignation 

1 Namely, in its relation to his theory, according to the Latin translation ?f RulI· 
that human souls are fallen heavenly essen· nus. In Origen's time, too, difficultle8 ~ere 
ces, and are to be cleansed from a guilt still frequently urged against infant bllptiSlQ, 
which they brought with them j see below. similar to tbose thrown out by Tert~. 

~ This, expressly in the fifth book of his Comp. his Homil. XIV. in Lucam, (acco • 
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, ing to the translation of Jerome.) 
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am.d force with which Tertollian, who was otherwise opposed to haste in 
baptism, eouhatted this error. . 

hfant baptism, aJso, fumisbed probaibly the fi~8t occasion fo~ the !l'P" 
pointment of sponsors or god-fathers; for as this was a case m whlCh 
the persoDS ba.ptized could not themselves declare their confession of 
faith and the required renunciation, it bec~e necessary for others to 
do it in their.name· and these at the same time engaged to take care 
that the children ~hould be rightly instructed in Christianity, and 
trained up in a life corresponding to the vows given at baptism; hence 
they were called sponsors, (s~nsores.) Tertullian adds it to ~s other 
arguments against infant baptism, that these sponsors were oblige~ to 
assume an obligation which they might be prevented from ful~lling, 
either by their own death, or by the untoward conduct of the child.l 

With the act of baptism, several 8yrrWolicaj, ffUStOm8 were united, 
which flowed from the idea of this transaction, and in which this idea. 
was to be represented to the senses. Thus it came about that, as the 
participation of the universal priesthood of all the faithful was consid
ered as necessarily united with the introduction to the fellowship of 
Christians, 80 the symbol of priestly consecration was made to follow 
the aet of baptism. As, in the Old Testament, anointing was the sign 
of consecration to the priestly office; so oil, which had been blessed 
expressly for this purpose, was applied to the newly baptized, as a sign 
of consecration to this spiritual priesthood. We first meet with this 
oustom in Tertullian, and in. Cyprian it appears already to constitute 
an essential part of the rite of baptism.2 The imposition of hands ac
oompanied by prayer, with which the act of baptism was concluded, is 
beyond doubt It. still older custom. The sign of the imposition of hands 
(Mr~-r ,...;n, ;re'P~, ;retpoihC1l.a, n~'Q~) was the common token of religious 
consecration, borrowed from the Jews, and employed on various occa,. 
siolHl, either to denote consecration to the Christian calling in general, 
or to the particular branches of it. The apostles, or presiding officers 
of the church, laying their hands on the head of the baptized individ
uaJ,called upon the Lord to bestow his blessing on the holy transaction 
~w completed, to cause to be fulfilled in him whatever was implied in 
It, to consecrate him with his Spirit for the Christian calling, and to 
pour out. his Spirit upon him. ~his closing rite was inseparably con
nected Wlth the whole act of baptIsm. All, indeed, had reference here 
1i? the same principal thing, without which no one could be a Chris
tian, - the birth to a new life from God, the baptism br the Spirit, 

, 
1 De baptismo, e.-18: Quid enim necesse Scripture, but from. ecclesiastical tradition, 

tlII~ ipOn8Ol'e8 e~ perieu.J.~ ingeri 1 quia he makes no mention of this unction. Cy
e~ IpS! per mortalitatem dettituere promis prian, ep. 70, in the nll.me of an ecclesia.sti.
810nel SWII passunt, et ""ovenin malal indo. Ungi necesse eSClis (alii. ... cal assembly: quoque 

eum qui baptizatns sit) ut, accepto chrismate, 
• L. e. e. 1: Egresai de lavacro, . i. essCj Dnctus Dei et Ilabere in se gratiam

m!H' benedicta ~ctione, de pri8E:a~ Christi. possit; (the next following words, 
J!lma, qua ungw oleo de cornu in sacerdo respecting the sacrament of the supper, aretinm solebant. Ad.... Marcion, I. I. e. 14 i mani~estly a gloss, disturbing the sense, and 
'" l'tlII. earn. c. 8. Yet in the book de OOl'()oo oC:taillOned by the subsequent mention of!I& mllit. r. 8, where he describes the 11BIIgeI the supper,) unde baptizati unguuntur oleo 
m baptism. which were derived not from i. altaii. lanctificato. 
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which was symbolically represented by the baptism of water. Tert\d
Han still considers this transaction and baptism dB one whole, belonging 
together; although he distinguishes in it the two separate moment. 
the negative and the positive, the forgiveness of sin and cleansing ~ 
sin which was mediated by baptism in the name of the Father,Son,and 
Holy Ghost, and the importation of the Holy Spirit following thereupon, 
upon the individual now restored to the original state of innocence, to 
which importation the imposition of hands refers.1 ' 

But now, since the idea had sprung up of a spiritual character be
longing exclusively to the bishops, or successors of the apostles, and com
municated to them by ordination; on which character the propagation 
of the Holy Spirit in the church was dependent; it was considered as 
their prerogative to seal, by this consecration of the imposition of hands, 
the whole act of baptism; (hence this rite was called signaoulum, 
(f~payl~. ) It was supposed that a good and valid reason for this rite 
could be drawn from the faet that the Samaritans, baptized by a dear 
con, were first endowed with spiritual gifts by the imposition of the 
hands of the apostles, which was added afterwards, (Acts 19,2) as this 
passage was then understood. So now the presbyters, and in case of 
necessity, even the deacons, were empowered to baptize, but the bish
ops only were authorized to consummate that second holy act. Thil 
notion had been formed so early as the middle of the third century. 
The bishops were under the necessity, therefore, of occasionally going 
through their dioceses, in order to administer to those who had been 
baptized by their subordinates, the country presbyters, the rite which 
Wag afterwards denominated confirmation. In ordinary cases, where 
the bishop himself administered the baptism, both were still united 
together as one whole, and thus constituted the complete act of b~ 
tism.3 

After all this had been performed, in many of the churches, in those 
for instance of North Africa and of Alexandria, there Wag given to 
the person newly baptized a mixture of milk and honey, as a symbol of 
filiation into the new life, and as a spiritual application of the promise 

1 De baptismo, c. 8: Dehinc m~us im
ponitur per benedictionem, advocans et in
vitans Spiritum sanctum. He names to
gether, de res carn. c. 8, in connection with 
baptism, all the t!tree things which after
wards, separated· from it and combined 
together in one whole, constituted in the 
Roman church, the sacrament of confirma
tion: the unction, conveying with it tlll! con· 
steration qf the soul; the signing with the 
cross, conveying with it protection. from evil; 

. the imposition of hands, the illuminatio spi
ritus. 

2 See on this subject, my History of the 
Planting, etc., Vol. I. r. 82, ff. 

8 Cyprian speaks 0 a sacramentum du
plex, water baptism, and spiritual baptism, 
represented by the imposition of hands, 
(sacramento utroqne nasci,) yet both unit

Jubajanum, and ep. 72, ad Stephan. W. 
must not lose sight here of the unsettled 
meaning affixed to the word sacramentnm, 
according to which it signified any sacred 
thing, sacred doctrine, sacred sign. After 
citing the example of Philip and the apos· 
tIes, he says: Quod nunc quoque apud nos 
geritnr, ut, qui in ecclesia baptizantur, prill' 
positis ecclesire offerantur, et per n~s~rllm 
orat.ionem ac manus impositionem SPll"1t~J!l 
sanctum consequantur et signaculo domInI' 
co consummentur. The same notion occurs 
in the contemporary work, as is most prob
able, de rebaptismate; this act is here ,de
nominated baptisms spiritale. C~rnehlls, 
in Euseb. 1. VI. c. 43, IISks respectIng ODe 
who may not have received this COD~rm.... 
tion of the bishop: "How could he 'YI.th~t 
this become partaker of the Holy Spmt . 

ed in the church act of baptism, ep. 72, ad 



CONTROVEBSIBS ABOUT BAPTISM. 317 

concerning the land flowing with milk an~ honey, to. that heavenly 
country, with all its blessed privileges, to which the bap~lZed belo~ge.d.l 
He was then received into the church by the first kiss of ChrIstian 
brotherhood the salutation of peace, of that peace with God which he 
now participated in com~on with a:U ~hrist~ans ;~ and from ~enceforth 
he had the right of salutmg all ChrIstians W1t~ this fra~rnal SIgn. ~ut 
Clement of Alexandria already had to complam that thIS brotherly kISS, 
originally a natural express~on of 9hristian feel~g, was bec~~e an opus 
operatum, 8. thing of consc.IOus .dls~lay, bJ:" ~hlCh the SUSpI?lOn o! the 
heathens was excited.s HIS ObjectIOn to It IS, that love evmces Itself 
Dot in the brotherly kiss, but in the disposition of the heart.4 

Before taking leave of this subject we must touch on a controverted 
question, which, in the second half of the third century, created no small 
agitation. It was the question, what constitutes the validity of baptism? 
What was to be done in the case of a heretic, who, after having received 
ba.ptism in his own sect, came over to the orthodox church? Before 
any special inquiries on this point had as yet been instituted, the 
churches in different countries had been in the habit of pursuing differ
ent courses, just as they happened, as is usual in such cases, to procEled 
unintentionally from different starting points. In Asia Minor and the 
adjacent countries, the point started from was that no baptism was valid, 
save that administered in the orthodox church, where alone all religious 
acts had their true significancy; that the baptism of heretics was null 
and void, and that the true baptism ought therefore to be administered 
to such as came over from the sects, in the same manner as to heathens. 
This may be easily explained from the asperity of the polemical rela.
tions which existed in these particular districts between the church 
and the sects, and from the character of these sects; for instance, the 
Gnostic, who de-parted widely in regard to the most essential points of 
doctrine and of practice from the commonly received opinions. In the 
Ro~~ churc~, on the. contrary, w~ere too in other respects a bitter 
hostility prevailed agamst the heretICs, the matter was conducted in a 
milder ~pirit, more i~po~tance being here ~ttached. to the objective side 
o~ baptism. T~e pnn~Ipl~ was pursued m practice, that baptism, in 
Virtue of the ObjectIve sIgmficancy of the name of Christ or of the Trin
ity, with the invocation of which it was administered, always has validity 
by whomsoever and under whatsoever religious views it may be admin~ 
istered. The heretics, therefore, who came over to the church were 
recognized as baptized Christians; and only the rite of confirmation in 
the sense above explained, was bestowed on them by the bishop, that 

1 See the passage above quoted from 
'1;ertullian's de corona milit. and adv. Mar. 
('lon. I. I. c. 14: Deus mcllis et lactis socie. 
tate suos infantat, (he caus~s them to be 
known as his new·born children.) Clemens 
PlIldagog. I. I. f. 103: EMh)~ avarew'1t9iv: 
TEl" TEnp.~p.et9a TiJr uvaoraiiuelJ!" ~v eAorlOa 
~\I liv,", 'lepovualo.1tf' evayyelo.l(opevol £V ~ 
",s"N. leal raM bf'f3pelV uvarirpaorTaJ.. ' 

I Osculum pacis, eloijv'l. See above. 

27· 
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the Holy Spirit might render efficacious the baptism they had reeeiNi
a practice which was One of the occasions of separating confi.~ 
from baptism. As the different communities willingly directed tfteiI. 
selves according to the model of their apostolical mother churchoo;{tBe 
sedes apostolicre,) it is probable that most of the Western churches 
followed the example which had been set them at Rome.. '., 

But towards the close of the second century, the custom, whieh tlmI 
far had been tacitly observed, became an object of especial inquiryila 
Asia Minor; whether it was that the prevailing principle in that regro.; 
being followed also by the Montanistic churches,l was therefore called 
in question by those who were glad of any opportunity to oppose tire 
Montanists, or whether it was for some other reason. The majority 
declared in favor of adhering to the old principle. Somewhat later, 
when the matter again came up, this principle was solemnly conftrmed 
by two ecclesiastical councils at Iconium and Synnada in Phrygii;. 
This led to the discussion of the same question in other countries. Tep. 
tullian, most probably while he was still a member of the OathoUt 
church, wrote in the Greek language a special treatise on the subjtet, 
in which he did not hesitate to depart in this particular from the CUlItMn 

of the Roman church. To defend the necessity of recognizing hereti
cal baptism, the opposite party had doubtless already appealed to Epher. 
4: 5, 6, " One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all," - and had drawn from it the conclusion that wherever men were 
found to call on that one God and that one Lord, it was necessary to 
recognize the validity of their baptism. But Tertullian replies: 1 

"This can relate only to us, who know and call upon the true God and 
Christ. The heretics have not this God and this Christ. These words, 
therefore, cannot be applied to them; and as they do not righlllyad
minister the ordinance, their baptism is the same as noile." 

In the North African church, men willingly followed, for the most 
part, the example of the mother church at Rome, but were at the saute 
time far from submitting their own judgment to the authority of that 
church.s At a council held in Carthage, over which the bishop Agrip
pinus presided, seventy bishops of North Africa declared themselves 
for the opposite opinion. Yet neither party was disposed as yet to ob
trude its own views and practice on the other. The churches which 
differed on this point, in no case dissolved the bond of fraternal har
mony on account of a disagreement which so little concerned the~.. 
sentials of Christianity. But here again, it was a Roman bishop, 
Stephanus, who, instigated by the spirit of ecclesiastical arrogance, 
dominatiou and zeal without knowledge, attached to this point of dis
pute a paramount importance. Hence towards the close of the yeH 
253, he issued a sentence of excommunication against the bishops of 
Asia Minor, Cappadocia, Galatia, and Oilicia,4 stigmatizing them as 
:anabaptists, (riva,Ba11TtUra. ,)5 a name, however, which they could justly 

1 See Tertullian, de pudieitie., c. 19. 6 The words of Cypria.n, ep. 71 lid. Q,uin· 
2 Dc baptismo, c. 15. tum: Nos Butem dicimu8 eos qUI Jode 
B See above. veniunt, non rebaptizari &pad nos, sed bap· 
• Dionysius, in Enseh. I. Vll. c. 5; Fir tizari. 


'milianus in Cyprian, ep. 75. 
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a.ffirm they did not deserve by: their principles; for it was not their 
wish to administer a 8econd baptism to those who. had b.een already ~ap
tized, but they contended that the previous baphsm, gwen by heretIcs, 
could not be recognized as a true one. 

From Asia, the discussions in regard to this matter extend~d them
selves to North Africa. Here there was always a party WhICh stood 
firm by the old Roman usages. The earlier discussions were now for
gotten; and hence there .arose new que~tions and .investigations relative 
to this matter. These mduced CyprIan, the bIshoP! to propose the 
point for discussion at two synods held in Carthage In the ye~r 255, 
the one composed of eighteen, and the other of seventy-one ,bIshops; 
and both assemblies declared in favor of Cyprian's views, that the bap
tism of heretics ought not to be regarded as valid. As he was well 
a.ware I what importance the church of Rome and its followers attac~ed 
to traditional customs, and that they held up this long observed practIce 
in the light of an apostolical tradition, although from the nature of the 
thing, cases of this sort could not well occur in the time of the apos
tIes; he expressed himself after the following manner in a letter to 
Qllintus,2 an African bishop, to whom he communicated the decisions 
of the first council; "This is a case in which we are not to be arbitra.
rily directed by custom, but to be convinced by arguments. For even 
Peter, whom our Lord chose the first, and on whom he founded his 
church, did not arrogantly pretend, when Paul afterwards disputed 
with him concerning circumcision, Gal. 2,3 that he held the prima.
cy, and that the later and younger apostle should yield obedience to 
him; nor did he despise Paul, because he was once a persecutor of the 
church; but he took counsel of the truth and easily acquiesced in the 
correct views which Paul succeeded to establish. He thus gave us an 
example of unanimity and of patience, that we should not obstinately 
?leave t:o our own way, but rather, when any useful and salutary thing 
18 occ!1B~onally suggested to us by our brethren and colleagues, make it 
ours, if It be true and lawfu!." He communicated the decisiofls of the 
~eater council to Stephanus also, the Roman bishop, in a letter written 
WIth great freedom of spirit, though in a tone of forbearance; 4 but 
Stephanus, in his arrogant reply,S set up against Cyprian the tradition 
o! the Roman church. He is said to have carried his blind, unchris
tian zeal so far ~ to in.dulge himself in undignified and abusive lan
guage towards. h18 A.frIcan colleague, refuse the bishops an audience 
who came to hIm as delegates of the North AfPiean council and even 
fo~bid his church to receive them into their houses! Yet f~ from Cy
prIan was the thought of Bubmitting his reason to the authority of the 
Roman chu~h. He conve~ed at Carthage, in the year 256, a still 
larger councd, c~mI!osed of eIghty-seven bishops, and this assembly also 
accede~ to the prmcIpl~s before expressed. In the North African church 
was eVInced, under this zeal for the exclusive validity of Catholic bap

1 See above. 
been preserved in the North African church.IEp.71. 

t Ep. 72. 
. • It is remru:ka~le how constantly the nn 6 See above, p. ~] 6, tr.

biassed, unprejudiced view of this fact had 
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tism, a fanatical hatred of heretics; an exaggerated opinion of the a. 
elusive doliness of the Catholic church.1 But it is noticeable how the. 
same individual, who held tradition generally in so high esteem, opposed 
to it on this occasion, truth and right reason. "In vain," he sa.Y' 
" some who were cast in the argument, oppose to us usage, as if usag!' 
were greater than truth, or as if in spiritual things, one must not follow 
that better way which has been revealed by the Holy Spirit." 2 

Cyprian now endeavored to form a connection with the Asiatics, who 
entertained the same views of this matter with himself; and to this end 
laid the whole case before one of the most eminent of the Asiatic bish. 
Op&, Firmilianus, of Cresarea in Cappadocia. The latter signified his 
entire concurrence in Cyprian'S views,S and added some well-timed re
marks on the advantages of common deliberation on spiritual matters, 
when such deliberation is conducted in the spirit of Christ. "Since 
divine doctrine transcends the bounds of human nature, and the soul 
of man cannot grasp the Whole and the Perfect, therefore is the num· 
ber of prophets so great, that the manifold wisdom of God may be ~ 
portioned among many. And hence he who has first spoken Wil a 
prophet, is commanded to keep silence when any thing is revealed to 
another." 1 Cor. 14: 30. 

The Christian moderation of the bishop Dionysius of Alexandria has 
been noticed already in a former controversy.4 We find him manifest
ing the same temper in this. On the point in question he agreed, it ill 
true, with the churches of North Africa and Asia Minor, the same 
views having for a long time prevailed in the Alexandrian church; 5 

though he differed from them in one respect, that his more liberal 
spirit wa.~ rather inclined to make exceptions to the rule,6 in regard to 
many sects, who in doctrine harmonized completely with the church. 
But at the same time he endeavored to maintain brotherly harmony 
with the bishops of Rome, and dispose them for peace. He besought 
the Roman bishop Stephanus with earnest representations not to dis. 
turb again the Eastern church in her enjoyment of that external peace 
which she had obtained from the emperor Valerian, and of the internal 

1 See Cyprian's words, cp. 71: Hrereti
corum sordidam et profanam tinctionem 
vero, unico et legitimo ecclesire catholicre 
baptismo prreponere. Nihil potcst esse com
mune Antichristo et Christo. He styles the 
baptism of heretics, "aqna perfida ct men
dax." The opinions expressed by many 
of these bishops manifest the same spirit, 
-a premonitory sign of those struggles 
which in the fourth century were produced 
in these districts by a fanatical separative 
spirit. 

2 Proinde frustra quidam, qui ratione 
vincuntur, consuctudinem nobis opponunt, 
quasi consuetudo major sit verilate, aut non 
id sit in spiritalihus sequendum, quod in 
meHus a Sancto Spiritu revelatum. Ep. 73. 

8 Cyprian, ep. 75, in a Latin translation, 
often literal. 

jected baptism administered in the churchet 
of heretics, seems necessarily to follow 
from the declaration of Dionysius in hiI 
letter to the Roman bishop, Six Ius II., En
seb. 1. VII. c. 7, where he says, that when 
members of the Catholic church who ha4 
gone over to the heretics, returned back 
again to the former, it was not the cuswm 
to rc-baptize them, for they had b~fore re
ceived the holy baptism from the blShop.
This therefore was the only case. Conse
quently baptism administered out r?f 1M 
Catlwlic church, was not recognized as holy, 
as valid. 

6 Thus he made an exception of tbis son 
with respect to tbe baptism administered in 
the Montanist churches, probably. booause 
he entertained milder views respectmg their 
relation to the universal church. See BaalL 

• See above, the Novlltian schism. CIllSIlr. ep. 188, or ep. CIInon I. 
6 That the Alexandrian church, too, reo 
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peace' which aocompanied·i1Uiuce the suppression of the schism of .No
vatian. "Know, my brother,"l he wrote, "tha.~ 1111 the once dIvIded 
churches in the East and still oo)'ODd are now umte~ ~~ether, an~ that 
all the presiding officers of these ChuTch~s agree, reJoICmg exceedmgly 
in the peace which contrary to expectation, has fallen to our lot. All 
give praise to God '~ hllI'JIlO!l~ and ~rotherly love." It was probably 
in consequence of his negotia.tions With the Roman church, conducted 
in this spirit of love and wise forbearance, that Steph.anus did not ven
ture to excommunicate him with the rest. He contmued the corres
pondence with Sinus the successor of Stephanus ; and to maintain the 
bond of brotherly lov~, he even asked his advice in relation to one malr 
ter, where both of them could start from the same principles.2 

The emperor Valerian becoming soon after a persecutor of the 
Christian church, this outward conflict contributed to hush the disputes 
within it; perh"ps, also, the successor of Stephanus did not partake of 
his blind zeal. 

It remains that we should consider somewhat more minutely the 
points in dispute between the two parties, and the mode of their devel
opment on both sides. There were two points of dispute. In respect 
to tk first, the Roman party maintained that the validity of baptism 
depended simply on its being administered as instituted by Christ. 
Theformula of baptism, in particular, gave it its objective validity; it 
mattered not what was the subjective character of the officiating priest, 
who served merely as an instrument in the transaction; it was of no 
consequence where the baptism was administered. That which is ob
jectively divine in the transaction could evince its power, the grace of 
God could thus operate through the objective symbol, if it but found 
in the person baptized a recipient soul; that person could receive the 
grace of baptism, wherever he might be baptized, through his own.
faiJ!l, a.u~ through his own disp0si.tion oj heart.3 But Cyprian brings 
aga.tnst. his opponents a charge of mconSlstency, from which they could 
no~ ea;sily de~e!ld themselves. If the baptism of heretics possessed an 
objective validity,. the;n, for .t~e same reason, their e~nfirmation must 
a.lso possess an objectIve valIdIty. "For," says Cypnan, "if a person 
born out of the church, (namely, to the new life,) may become a tem
ple of God, why may not also the Holy Spirit be poured out on this 
te~ple ? He who has put off sin in bap.tism and become sanctified, 
SPlntu~y. trans,formed mto a new man, IS capable of receiving the 
Holy SPln~. ,The apostle says, ' As many of you as are baptized, have 
put on Christ. It follows, then, that he who may put on Christ when 

1 Euaeb. I. V. c. 5. 
10 a' baptism which in otber respects '11'89 
administered in the right way, was presup

L. c. I. Vll. c. 9. 
• Eum qui quomodocunque foris (with posed on both sides. Had the opponents out the church,) baptizatur, mente at fide 

found it in their power to cbarge any fault~ bRptismi gratiam conse9ui. , The opin
npon Stephanus Rnd bis party in this reIon of the ROman church 18 by no means 
spect, the,y would hardly have omitted theto be so apprehended, as if the employment 
oppo.rtumty. Moreover, Dionysius of Alexor the correct formula of baptism evt'n of 
andna, in tbe question which he proposed lIIeh a baptism &8 departed ID all respem. 
10 the Roman bishop, Buscb. I. VII, c. 9,wholly ~rom. the origInal institution, COIdtt 
proceeds on the supposition that they were render It valId. That the question related 
both agreed on that point. 

I 
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baptized by heretics, can much more receive the Boly Spirit, which 
Christ has sent; as if Christ could be put on without the Spirit, or ilIe 
Spirit could be separated from Christ."1 

The other party maintained, on the other hand, that no baptism could 
be valid, unless administered in. the true church, where alone the effi.. 
cacious influence of the Holy Spirit is exerted. If by this was understood 
merely an outward being in the church, an outward connection with it 
the decision of the question would be easy. But what Cyprian really 
meant here, was an inward subjective connection with the true church 
by faith and disposition of heart. He took it for granted that the offi
ciating priest himself, by virtue of his faith, must be an organ of the 
Holy Spirit, and enabled by the magical influence of his priestly offioo, 
duly to perform the sacramental acts, to communicate, for example, to 
the water its supernatural, sanctifying power.2 But when the matter 
took this shape - was made thus to depend on the suiJjeetive character 
of the priest - it became difficult, in many cases, to decide as to the 
validity of a baptism, which must be the occasion of much perplexity 
and doubt; - for who could look int{) the heart of the officiating 
priest? 3 

But the Roman party went still farther in their defence of the ob
jective significancy of the formula of baptism. Even a baptism where 
the complete form was not employed, but administered simply in tie 
name of Christ, they declared to be objectively valid.4 Cyprian maiQ. 

1 Cyprian, ep. 74. 
2 L. c. \Jp. 70: Quomodo sanctificare 

aquam potest, qui ipse immundus est et 
apud quem Spiritus Sanctus non est 1 Sed 
et pro baptizato quam precem facere pot est 
sacerdos sacrilegus et peccator 1 Ep. 76 : 
Quando hrec in ecclesia fiunt, ubi sit et ac
cipientis et dantis fides integra. 

3 The author of the hook de rebaptis
mate, which stands among the works of 
Cyprian, could therefore make the objec
tion: Quid dictums es de his, qui plerumque 
ab episcopis pessimre conversation is bapti
zantur 1 by those who afterwards, when 
their vices came to be known, were deposed. 
Aut quid statues de eis, qui ab episcopis 
prave sentientibus aut imperitioribus fue
rin t baptizati ~ 

4 From Cyprian's letters, and from the 
book de rebaptismate, it is clear beyond all 
controversy, that the Roman party main
tained this. If Firmilian, in the 75 ep. Cy
prian, speaks only of the formula of bap
tism in the name of the trinitas, it docs not 
follow, that the opponents had spoken bare
ly 0/ this. Firmilian gives prominence only 
to that point against which he meant par· 
ticularly to direct his polemics, the principle, 
that the baptismal formula gave to baptism 
an objective validity; and hence he does 
not distinguish, what would have to be dis
tinguished in exhibiting the opinion of his 
opponents. .Yet we see also the other po
sition of his opponents, which must have 

floated before his mind, discovering illelf, 
when he says: Non omnes atdem, qui 110_ 
Cltristi invocant, audiri, &C. Tbe tract de 
rebaptismate, a work of some acuteness, I 
have thought myself undoubtedly author
ized to cite as belonging to this period. I 
cannot adopt the opinion, tbat it is the one 
which, ac.cording to Gennadius, de script. 
eccles., Ursinus, a monk, is said 10 have 
written, not till the close of the fourth cen
tury, or still later. The writer discourses 
like a man who lived in the midst of these 
controversies, in the time of the rersecll
tions; all which is inconceivable 0 an au, 
thor belonging to a later period. When he 
says. these controversies were to produce 
no o'ther fruit, nisi ut unus homo, quican
que iIle est, magnre prudentire et. con~tan: 
tire esse, apud quosdam leves hommes lOlIm 
gloria prredicetur, we see very clearly that 
Cyprian is here meant, and only a contem
porary could so speak of him. The ex
pression relative to an ancient aposwJI.c 
tradition, " post tot seclllol1lm ta.ntall! sen· 
em," seems, it is true, unhefittmg In the 
mouth of a man who wrote in the middle 
of the third century. Bllt thig expression 
would in any case continue still to be v~ry 
hyperbolical. although employed by a "!"I~ 
at the end of the fourth century; and It 11 
the fact generally, that strong hYJM:rbolei 
are not unusual in the writers belonpg to 
the African church. 
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tained on the other hand that the formula. of baptism had no longer
signifi~ancy, when not. in'the f~ ~orm i~s~ituted by C~rist.. We per
ceive here the more hberal ChristIan spirit of the antl-Cypna!1 party. 
The thought hovered vaguely before their ~ds, that. ev~rythlD~ that 
pertains to Christianity is properly embraced 1D the faIth III Chnst.1 

Cyprian himself, however, did not venture to limit. God's grace by 
8uch outward things in cases where converted h~retlCs had alrea~y 
been admitted without a. new baptism, and had enjoyed the fellowshIp 
of the church, or died in it. " God," he observes," is great in his 
mercy to show indulgence and not exclude from the henefits of the 
church those who have been received into it informaUy, and thus fallen 
asleep':' B .A remarkable c~e of this sort is narrated ~y Dionysius of 
.Alexa.ndria.8 There was 10 the church of . .Alexandna a converted 
heretic, who lived as a member of the church for many years, and par
ticipated in the various acts of worship. Happening once to be pres
ent at a. baptism of catechumens, he remembered that the baptism 
which he himself had received in the seet from which he was converted, 
probably a Gnostic sect, bore no resemblance whatever to the one he now 
witnessed. Had he been aware that whoever possesses Christ in faith, 
possesses all that is necessary to his growth in grace and to the salva
tion of his soul, this circumstance could not have given him so much 
uneasiness. But as this was not so clear to him, he doubted as to his 
title to consider himself a real Christian, and fell into the greatest dis
tress and anxiety, believing himself to be without baptism and the grace 
of baptism. In tears, he threw himself at the bishop's feet, and be
sought him for baptism. The bishop endeavored to quiet his fears; 
he assured him that he could not, at this late period, after he had so 
long partaken of the body and blood of the Lord, be baptized anew. 
It WIIB sufficient that he had lived for so long a time in the fellowship 
o~ the churc~, and.aU he had to do w~s to approach the ho~y supper 
With ~~avenn~ faIth and a good conSCIence. But the disqUIeted man 
found It lffipos81ble to overcome his scruples and regain his tranquillity. 
So destructive to peace of conscience were the effects of such tena
~ious adherence to outward things, of not knowing how to rise with 
freedom to those things of the spirit, which the inward man appre
hends by faith! 

We proceed now to the second holy symbol which Christ instituted 
for his church, - th.e Lord'8 trUppet'. 

The last supper which Christ held with his disciples on earth, must 
from the ~ture of the case, hav? been ~ ~f meaning, as the pa~ 
meal of mm who was about to gIve up hIS life for their salvation and 
for that of all man1cind " and who afterwards, although no longe~vis-

1 111 tbe book de rebaptismate: lnvoeatio n~ done in the right way, as was the case 
Iuec n~';Ilinis .J~s~, quasi iuitium quoddam W1t~. regard to those )udaizing Christians, mysteril dommlcl, commune nobis et crete Phl~p, I: 16. Cypnau, who wanted to
ria omnibus, qu()d possn post modum reili. depnve thl'm of the use of this text dees dais rebus impleri. The party of Stepha- DO~ nnderstand it so well, ep. 73. ' 11118 Dot bRdly appealed to the fact, tha' Ep·70.Pau~ testified hIS joy in knowinftthat "·~useb.l. "m. Co 9.
Cbrist was preached, even though It weN 
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"ole among them as at this meal, yet quite as really, and with a more 
powerful divine' efficacy and a richer blessing, would manifesta~g 
them his spiritual presence, impart to them himself and all his heavenly 
treasures. Besides, this meal was to take the place of the paschal s'Qp
per, which Christ could no longer celebrate on earth. The feast in 
celebration of the foundation and covenant of the M08aic religi0U8 0011

8titution, was now, in accordance with the order of detelopment of 
the theocratic economy, to exchange its earthly for a heavenly im. 
port, and to assume a relation analogous to the new shaping of the the
ocracy. The Jewish passover was a festival of thanks for the favor 
which the Almighty Creator of nature, who had caused. its fruita to 
grow for the service of men, showed the people whom he honored with 
his especial guidance, when he delivered them from the Egyptian bond· 
age. The father of the family, who kept the passover with his house
hold and distributed wine and bread among the guests, praised God, 
who had bestowed these fruits of the earth on man, for the favor he 
had shown his own people. Hence, the cup of wine over which this 
giving of thanks was pronounced, was called the cup of praise or thanks
giving.1 On the present occasion, then, Christ pronounced the bless
ing as the master of the household; a blessing, however, which, in its 
relation to the theocracy, must receive a new application, to denote de· 
liverance from the guilt and punishment of sin; release from the domino 
ion of sin; the bestowment of true moral freedom through the sacri· 
fice of Christ for mankind; the preparation for entrance into a heltv· 
enly country; - and this was the foundation of the kingdom of God, 
which is laid in the forgiveness of sins, and deliverance from sin, for 
all humanity. Hence Christ said, when he distributed wine and bread 
among his disciples, that this bread and this wine were to be to them,-:
and consequently to all the faithful of all times, - his body and .blS 
blood; - the body which he offered for the forgiveness of their ~ms, 
for their salvation, for the establishment of the new theocratic relation i 
and as these outward symbols represented to them his body and his 
blood, so would he himself be hereafter spiritually present with them, 
just as truly as he was now visibly among them; and as they now set
sibly partook of these corporeal means of sustenance, which represe!lted 
to them his body and his blood, so should they receive him, the SaVlOU:' 
present in divine power, wholly within them for the nourishment of thelr 
souls; they should spiritually eat his flesh and drink his blood, (John 
6,) should make his flesh and blood their own, and cause their whole 
nature to be more and more penetrated by that divine principle. of 
life which they were to receive through their communion with biIn. 
Thus, to praise the effects of his sufferings for mankind, to celeb~a~e 
their intimate life.giving communion with him as members of one spmt
ual body under one Great Head, they were to keep their feast together, 
till at length, in the actual possession of that heavenly country, they 
should enjoy, in its full extent, the blessedness which had been ob



tamed for iheJXl by bia- sufferings, wit?out ~eing. se~ar~ed . from him, 
and should, e.l'en in open vision, be umted WIth hIm m his ~gdoI?' . 

After the example of the Jewish passover, and of the ongmal msti
tution, the Lord's SUpper'waB accordingly a~ first united wi~ a social 
meal. Both constituted a whole, representing the commumon of the 
faithful with their Lord, and their brotherly communion with one 
another; both together were called the supper of the Lord, (aet1r'J!01I 
!'Oil ICtIplov, deZtrvov lt1I(Jt(ll(OIl,) the supper of love, ( aya'lr1j,l) There was a 
daily celebration of this Christian co~munion in the .first church at J ~ 
rusalem' the phrase "A9V {JpTOV, breakmg of bread, m Acts 2: 46, IS 

most pro'bably to be understood of them both together. In like man
ner we find them both united in the first church at Corinth; and so it 
probably was with the innocent, simple meal of the Christians of which 
Pliny speaks, in his report to the emperor Trajan.2 On the contrary, 
in the description given by Justin Martyr, we find the celebration of 
the supper entirely separated from those feasts of brotherly love, if 
indeed they still continued to exist in those churches which he had 
in view. This separation was occasioned partly by similar irregulari
ties to those which had arisen in the Corinthian church, when the spirit 
that prevailed in these feasts became unsuited to the holy rite which 
followed, and partly by local circumstances, which prevented generally 
the institution of such social meals. In truth, these meals were espe
eia.lly calculated to excite the jealousy of the heathens, and gave 
birth to the strang~st and most malicious reports,~ - a circumstance 
which may ha.ve early led to their abolition or less frequent observance . 

. We now speak first of these feasts of brotherly love, as they were 
afterwards, when, separated from the, supper of the Lord, they went 
under the particular name of agapre, (ayaorat.) At these, all distinc
tiOIl8 of earthly condition and rank were to disappear in Christ. All 
were to be one in the Lord; rich and poor, high and low, masters and 
servants, were to eat together at a common table. We have the de~ 
cription of such a feast of agape by Tertullian.4 "Our supper" he 
says, "shows its character by its name; it bears the Greek na~e or 
love; and however great may be the expense of it, still it is gain to 
m~e expense in the name of piety, for we give joy to all the poor by 
this re!reshment, Th? caus? of th~ sU'p~er being a worthy one, estimate 
accordingly the pr~pnety WIth whi~h It 18 managed, as its religieus end 
demands. It admits of no vulganty, nothing unooseeming. No one 
~pproaches ~e table, till pray?r has first been offered to God; as much 
18 ewn as IS .nece~ary to .satisfy the demands of hunger,as much is 
dnmk as ~OnslSts Wlth sobnety; every. one remembering that the night 
aJso rem~ consecrated to the worshIp of God. The conversation is 
such as IIllght be expected of men who are fully conscious that God 
hears them. The supper being ended, and all having washed their 

I See my History of tho Planting, &e., to a he~t~en. .Ad uxore.~ I. n. c. 4 QuiaV~l.Lp.30. . ad connnum IHud dommlcum, quod iIlfaSee above, p. 98. 
~t, sine sua suspicione dimittet ~ • Tertl1llian on the hlndraucea whick a Apologet. c. 39.

ChristilLll woman meets with 'When married 
VOL, I. 28 

http:V~l.Lp.30
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hands, lights are brought in; then each is invited to sing as he is able 
either from the holy scripture or from the prompting of his own spirit' 
a song of praise to God for the common edification. It then ap~ 
how he has drunken. The feast is concluded with prayer." These 
agapce lost by degrees their true original significancy, which it was im. 
possible for them to retain except under the first simple relations of the 
communities. They became often a lifeless form, no longer animated 
by the original spirit of brotherly love, which removed all distinctions 
between men and united together all hearts as one. Many abuses 
crept into them, which furnished occasion for the maliciously disposed 
to present the whole solemnity in the most unfavorable light. As usu· 
ally happens in such cases, some attributed undue importance to the 
dead form, as an opus operatum; others unjustly condemned the whole 
custom, without distinguishing the right use of it from its abuse; 
neither party being any longer capable of appreciating the simple, 
childlike spirit in which this festival had originated. Wealthy indi
viduals of the church provided agapffi of this sort, and imagined they 
had done something peculiarly meritorious; and here, where all should 
be on a level, attention began to be paid to distinction of ranks, and 
the elergy, who should have set an example of humility to all, allowed 
themselves to be distinguished by outward preferences unworthy of their 
calling. l An ungentle, morose, ascetic spirit condemned these agapfP. 
altogether, and eagerly caught at every particular instance of abuse 
on these occasions, which was set out in exaggerated colors, for the pur· 
pose of bringing into discredit the whole custom. Such was the course 
of Tertullian after he became a Montanist.2 Clement of Alexandria 
expresses himself with greater moderation; 3 although he declares his 
opposition to those who imagined they could purchase with banquet.'! 
the promises of God, and who seemed to degrade the heavenly name 
of loye, by such a particular appropriation of it to these banquet.'!.. 
" Love," says he, " is indeed a heavenly food. In heayen this heavenly 
feast truly exists; the earthly one is indeed giyen by love, yet the feast 
is not love itself, but only the proof of a benevolence ready to commu
nicate. Take care, therefore, that your treasure be not misrepre
sented; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but right
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. He who shares in this 
latter feast, attains to the most glorious of all possessions, the kingdom 
of God, while he strives to belong, eyen in the present world, to that 
holy community of loye, the church in heaven. Love is the divine 
thing itself, pure and worthy of God; to communicate is a W(Yf'k of 
love." 

1 A donble portion was set before eccle Stromat.I. VII. f. 759, respecting the G~oa
siastics, in accordance with a grossly per tic sects: 'H UVI'1roTLI(t, aLa ril, ..pev6lMvvpotJ
verted and sensnal interpretation of the uyurr1Jf rrpWTOI(AU1La. • 
text, I Timoth: 5: 17. Tertullian, when a 2 De jejuniis, c. 17: Apud te ag~pe In 
Montanist, de )ejuniis, c. 17: Ad clogium cacabis fervet. Major est agape, qwa per
gollll ture pertmet, quod duplex apud te hanc adolescentes tui cum sororibus dor
pnesidcntibus honos binis partibus depnta miunt. So passionate an accuser appel1'l 
tnr. Compo Apostol. Constitut. L II. C. 28 of course not worthy of credit. 
where that which Tertullian very properly 8 Pilldagod.l. II. f. 142. 
censures, is prescribed as a law. Clement, 
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So long as the agapm and the Lord's supper wex:e. united. togethe:, 
\he celebration of the la.tter formed no part of the dlVme seI'Vlce. ThIS 
service was held early in the morning, and not till towards evening did 
the church re-aBSemble at the common love-feast and for the celebration 
of the supper. At this celebration, as may be easily concluded, no 
one could be present who was not a member of the Christian church, 
and incorporated into it by the rite of baptism_ But there was no 
reason for excluding unbelieving or unbaptized persons from participat
ing in the worship held in the morning.1 It is clear from 1 Cor. 14 : 
23 _ 25, that in the age of the apostles, no stranger was withheld from 
visiting those assemblies; that, on the contrary, such visits were re
garded with pleasure, because the salutary impressions which were 
thus made on them, might tend to their conversion. The Apostle Paul 
desired, that divine service should he so arranged as to' exert an '!nHu
ence in this manner on such persons. We see no reason to justify a 
deviation from this practice. There needed to be no fear of spies. The 
extravagant reports spread abroad concerning the Christians, could be 
best refllted by ocular demonstration. Publicity was the best witness 
of the innocence of the Christians. To this, moreover, Tertullian a~ 
peals, that each one could have convinced himself of the untruth of 
those stories, as the churches were so often surprised in their meetings, 
and it must thus have been observed what was transacted in them.2 

If then the pagans themselves were challenged to testify what they had 
seen done in the Christian assemblies when thus surprised, there cer
~y was no reason for repelling all visits of strangers for fear of 
spies. 

But now, w~en th~ celebration of the supper was disjoined from the 
agapre ~d umted wlth the other parts of divine service, it might hap
pen on this v.e:y a:ccount, that. men would believe it necessary to con
,fine the .partiCipation of unbeli.evers to those other parts; that at this 
c~le~ra.tlOn and the preparatlOn which went before, they should be 
<l:isllISSed, beca.use these celebrations, from their very nature, were de
8lgned only for t~e members of t?e church, and originally all who were 
present partook m .the C?mm~lOn.of the holy supper. Marcion, the 
defender ~f aro,stohcal. SImpliCity ill church life, the warm opponent 
of all J eWlsh, hierarchical peculiarities, combatted the new separation 
made ~et\,:ee~ catechumens and the baptized entitled to communion, 
and this dlSIDlSsal of them at certain church prayers united with the 

1 Dr. Rothe, in the 8£ute and ingenious guishing of a missa catechumenornm and 
dissertation which has a.lrea.dy been referred a missa fidelium. But I cannot be' per
~, de disciplina lU'eani, maintains the opin sn~d~d that the suppositions on which this 
Ion, that the admission of nnbelievers and opmiOn rests are suffiCiently well grounded 
~techumens to the first portion of the ser a!though I confess,. there is a want of pre: 
VIce was a later IUTangement· and that it clse data f01' a certam determination of the 
was the change which took 'place in the dispu~ed 9uestions. T~e reasons for my
catechumenal instrnction (see above p. opposite Views, and a,.,0'8lllst Rothe Ite in my
305,) and the introdu('ti~n of a class" of development of the matter itself, ' 

catechumens into the chnrch assemblies in 
 2 ~~ologet, c_ 7: Quotidie obsidemnr
whic~ hitherto none but those that had b~en quOtidle prodimur, in ipsis plurimum creti: 
baptized, took a part, which first led to the bus et congregationibus nostris opprimi
comparing of the Christian worship with mur. 

the Grecian mysteries, and to the distin. 
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supper, as an innovation alien from the original spirit of the apostolic 
or as he said, Pauline church.! He would have the catechumens tah 
part in all the prayers of the church.2 He would see nothing offensive 
even were they present also at the celebration of the holy supper, with. 
out participating in it. Tertullian, on the other hand, objected to the 
heretics, - by whom he seems particularly to have had in his mind 
the Marcionite party, - that in their assemblies, it was impossible to 
distinguish who were catechumens, and who were believers, (baptized;) 
that all entered in alike or at once, and took part in the same prayers j 
that moreover, when pagans came in, the holy, such as it was, was 
thrown to dogs and the pearls before swine - viz. the celebration of the 
supper was exposed before the eyes of the profane; although, in truth, 
no Lord's supper - Tertullian proceeding on the assumption that, 
among heretics, there could be neither a true baptism, nor a true Lord's 
supper.3 From this passage it is perfectly clear, not that the pagans 
assisted in the divine service, but that they could be present at the 
whole without distinction. This was what offended Tertullian. He 
demanded that pagans, catechumens and baptized persons should, in 
the divine service, take their several places; that certain holy rites 
should be performed only in the presence of the last, but remain con· 
cealed from the gaze of the profane. It was the new arrangement 
combatted by the Marcionites, by virtue of which the divine service 
was divided into two portions, the acts in which catechumens and unbe
lievers might take part, and those in which only the baptized could take 
part. Here the comparison with the mysteries. of the Greeks, of which 
we have already spoken above, found place; although we cannot assert 
that this division proceeded originally out of a, comparison with the 
Greek mysteries. For those only who had been consecrated by baptism, 
could the veil be removed from the hidden sanctuary.4 Thus it came 
about, that while Justin Martyr did not scruple to sketch out a descrip- . 
tion of the administration of baptism and of the celebration of the sup

1 In reference to the position held by such, 
Tertullian, prrescript. hreret. c. 41, Simpli
citatem volunt esse prostrationem disci
plin:e, cujus penes nos curam lenociuium, 
(a corruption of the primitive unity,) vo
cant. 

2 See Jerome on the epist. Galat. 6, 6: 
Marcion hunc locum ita interpretatus est, 
ut putaret fideles et catechumenos simul 
orare debere, et magistrum communicare in 
o.-atioue discipulis. 

8 Tertullian, prrescript. hrere!. ~. 41: In
primis, quis catechllmCllus, quis fidelis, 
incertum est; pariter adeunt, pariter arant, 
etiam ethnici si supervenerlnt. A different 
sense pre~ents itself, accordinlr as we take 
these words with what precedes or with 
what follows them. In the first case, the 
whole would be It continuation of the same 
t.hought, and by the sanctum we should 
have to understand the church prayers. In 
the second case, the sense expressed by me 

in the translation would answer to the origi· 
nal. 

4 I cannot concur with Rothe in respect 
to all the passages in which he is dispo~ed 
to find an allu~ion to the Greek mysteries, 
or an affectation of secrecv in imitation of 
them. In particular, in "the language of 
Athcna~oras, Lega!. pro Christianis, f.37, 
ed. Colon., I can find no trace whatever of 
concealment and mystery as to certain sa
cred rites. Athenagoras speaks of the fact, 
that the Christians who distinguished them
selves for their zeal in behalf of strict mo
rality, must expect to be accused by the 
pagans who were slaves to every lust, of 
the sa~e unnatural debauchery which th~y 
found existing among themselves, and ID 
this connection he says: "'0 Tt -tv e/1f"otfl' 
Tel. -trropPTlTa;" "What shall I say of that 
concerning which one wonld prefer t.o be 
silent?" Indigna dictu. Not a word here 
respecting the mysteries of the Gree.ks1Dor 
respecting tho sacraments of the ChrlSt1AIl8· 
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per for the use of pagans, it was thought, on t!te other hand, after this 
transferring of the conception of the mystenes to the holy supper, 
that one ought not to speak of these holl things before the uninitiat~d. 
And this revolution coincides with the time when that great revolution 
of the Christian views took place respectin~ t~e priesthood. To. the 
inner connection which here presents itself, It IS unnecessary to drrect 
the a.ttention of our readers. 

Already in the third century, it became customary, be~ore the prayer 
of the church which prepared the way for ~he celebra:bon of the s';lP" 
per for the clergyman who presided at this celebration, to admomsh 
the'church to silent devotion, calling upon them w lift up their souls to 
heaven, and the church thereupon responded - Yea, wthe Lord we 
lux:ve lifted them up.! 

It has already been remarked, that the prayer of praise and thanks 
had passed over to the Christian celebration of· the supper from the 
Jewish passover. This prayer of praise and thanks was, moreover, 
always considered as constituting an essential part of the solemnity: 
hence the Lord's supper obtained its name of the eucharist ( evxapurria. 2) 

The presiding officer of the church, taking up the bread and wine from 
the table that stood before him, gave thanks to God, in the name of the 
whole church, that he had created the things of nature, which were 
here represented by the most essential means of sustenance, for the use 
of man; and that he, the Lord of nature, had also, for the sake of 
man, given his Son to appear and suffer in human nature. Both the 
thanksgiving for the gifts of nature and the thanksgiving for the bless
ings of grace were in fact intimately connected; since it is not until 
man, redeemed, returns back to his filial relation with the Heavenly Fa
ther, that he truly perceives how all had been bestowed on him by the 
love of his Heavenly Father; then every earthly gift acquires for him 
.& new and higher significancy, as the pledge of an eternal love, im
pa.x:ting blessings to men of far higher worth than these. AU nature, 
,,:hich b~~ore had been desecrated by him, in his servitude to sin, in 
his condition of estrangement from God, was now sanctified and re

1 Cyprian, de oratione dominies: Sacer. pressly, that immediately after the presiding
dos ante orationem prrefatione prremissa officer of the church has pronounced this 
parat fratrum mentes dicendo : sursum corda, prayer of thanksgiving over the bread and 
nt dum respondet plebs: hahemllS ad Dumi wine, and the church joined in it with their !I""', adm~neatnr, nihil Bliud se quam Dom· Amen, the sacramental elements were dis
lDum cognare debere. And Commodian tributed. He mentions no other consecra
c. 76, in rebuking the female practice of tion. He says: 'H at' evxiir loyov rov 'lrap'
talking in the church, says: avrov (rov Xpu,rov) evxaptfTT",.,.eiO'a rpo
1!&cenI08 Domini cum oursum corda pnecepit . tp~. This cannot be a praver whi(~h came 
In P""'" Benda ut ftant sil.ntla veot.ra ' verbally from Christ, for they had no snchUmplde leIIpODd.. nec temp ...... qu..jne promlssls. 

prayer; but it is rather the prayer of thanks
Thus we find already the first traces of the g~erally, instituted by him, which, after
!iturgy, which we become acquainted with hiS example, was to he offered at this cele. 
ID the fourth rentllry. bration. It may be that the words of the 

I The term .. eVxapu1Tla" is used meto. institution were introduc~d into this prayer. 
nymical!!, l"I',semhling i!l all respects the In the language used by Firmilian, Cyprian, phrase. 1roTflptov eVAoytar, Il fflAOYOV/tev," ep. 75: "invocatione non ('ontemtibili sane. 
In St. Panl = .. .I tvxapIC1T1J1'}elr «prOf lI:a~ tificare panem et eueharistiam ·faccre" lies 
olvor," in Jnstin Martyr, - the bread and prohahly the idea of 8. consecration, ~here
wine over which the pl'Rver of thanksgiving by the ordinary bread became the sacramen& M.t 6em pronounced. The latter· Ba]S ex- of the supper. 

~8· 
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stored back to hiro as a redeemed creature; and in the Lord's sUPJler 
the earthly, the natural was to become transfigured into a symbol ~ 
vehicle of the heavenly, the divine. With the bodily food, thus ameli
fied by the prayer of thanksgiving, was now to be connected, by the 
power of the same God who had caused this earthly means of suste
nance to grow for the use of men, a higher, heavenly food for the life 
of the inward man. (We shall say nothing at present of the different 
notions concerning the relations of the signs to the thing represented.) 

This connection of ideas was quite familiar to the early Christians' 
they often made use of it in their polemics against the contempt for n:,. 
ture affected by the Gnostics. Attached to this, moreover, was the 
allusion to a peculiar custom of the church at this period; the members 
of the community themselves offered the wine and the bread as a free 
gift, and from these were taken the elements for the celebration-of the 
Lord's supper. l These gifts were regarded as the spiritual thanko()ifer
ing of the Christians. The presiding officer of the church, in taking 
from these gifts tke elements of the supper and consecrating them to 
God with praise and thanksgiving, represented the whole community 
as one priestly race, as one in the Lord, and as ready to consecra.te 
again to the service of God all that they had received from Him. This 
thank-offering of the Christians, considered as a spiritual offering of the 
heart, as a free expression of childlike love and gratitude, was opposed 
to the sacrificial worship of the pagans and Jews. In part, these gifts 
of the Christians; in part, the prayer of thanks of the presiding church 
officer, with which they were consecrated to God; in part, finally, the 
entire celebration of the Lord's supper, was called, at first only in thi. 
sense, an offering or sacrifice, 1rpompopa, 1~1J(1ia.2 In allusion to this, Justin 
Martyr says:3 "The prayers and thanksgivings offered by worthy men 
are the only true sacrifices, well-pleasing to God; these alone have the 
Christians learned to offer, and particularly in remembrance of their 
bodily nourishment, which consists of the dry and the moist, by whic.h 
they are reminded also of the sufferings which Christ endured on theIr 
account." He regards this as a proof of the high-priestly lineage of 
the Christians; since God receives offerings from none but his priests. 
In this sense Iren::eus, contrasting those spiritual offerings with every 
species of ceremonial connected with a sacrificial worship, observes: "It 
is not the offering that sanctifies the man, but it is the conscience of 
the offerer that sanctifies this offering, if it be pure, and induces G~d 
to receive it as from a friend.4 Accordino-Iv, the idea of a sacrifice m 
the supper of the Lord was at first barely ~ymbolical; and originally 
this idea did not even have reference to the sacrifice of Christ. The 

1 This nsage, which is already' plainly 
J'lresupposcd hy the allueions of ,Jllstin Mar
tyr. of lrcnrells, is mentioned in express 
'terms hy Cypriltn, de opere ct clecmosynis. 
·... here he rebukes the rich woman, who 
carne to the communion without hringing 
with her a g-ift of "haTity for the necessities 
-of the church. Locuplcs et dives es, et 
,dominicum sine sllcrificio venis. qure par/em 
-de s(1aijicio, qnod pauper obtulit, sumis ~ 

2 Hence the expression which OCC1~nl.1O 
frequently in Cyprian: o~lationem. ahcuJUS 
aeci perc, offerre. To receive such gifts from 
nfly one for the church, to take from them 
the elements of the supper, and cons.ecraredte 
them was evidence that he was conslde 
to he'a regular memher of the church. 

8 Dial. c. Trvph. Jud. f. 345. 

! Iren. I. IV: c. 18. 
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only thing originally had in view ~as the spiritual thank-o~ering of the 
Christians, of which the presentatIon of the .bread and wme, the .first 
fruits of nature's gifts, served as a symbol; whIle DO doubt the conSCIOUS
ness of the new relation to God, in w~ich the redeemed were. pla~;d by 
the sufferings of Christ, lay at the baSIS of th~ whole transactIOn. A~ 
terwards the reference to the death of ChrIst was made more promI
nent, yet so that it continued still to be.no more. than ~he idea of a 
commemorative or symbolical representatIon of thIs sacnfice. ~ut as 
one error be<rets another it was quite natural that the false notIOn of 
a particular ~riesthood i~ the Christ~an church, corresponding. to that 
in the Old Testament, should give blrth to the erroneous nohon of a 
sacrificial worship which should stand in thc same relation of correspond
ence to that of the Old Testament; and so it came about that the 
whole idea of sacrifice in the Lord's supper, which in the first instance 
was simply symbolical, took a direction altogether wide of its true im
port, and bearing towards the magical; the earliest indications of which 
we find in Cyprian. 

The ordinary bread presented by the church was used for the Lord's 
supper. Justin Martyr calls it expressly common bread, (KOlvOr "prof ;) 

those who went on the supposition that Christ kept the passover a day 
earlier than it was usually observed, had no occasion to take other than 
common bread for the celebration of the ordinance; but even those who 
entertained the ,contrary opinion did not consider the use of unleavened 
bread as an essential thing in the institution of the supper. ·We meet 
with but one exception, in a class of Judaizing Christians,2- an excep
tion, however, which in this case explains itself. These Christians 
celebrated the -Lord's supper, in remembrance of that last supper of 
Christ, but once in the year, at the feast of the passover; hence they 
were bound, as Christians who still continued to observe the Jewish cer
emo~ial law,. to use unIea.vened bread.s As among the ancients, and 
partlCularly m the East, It was not customary to drink at their meals 
pure wine ~n~ngl:d with water, it was taken for granted that Christ 
also, at th~ msbtutJo~ of .the suppe~, made use of mingled wine. The 
taste for hIgher mystIcal mterpretatIOns could not be satisfied however 
with this simple, but, as it seemed, too trivial explanation of the prevail: 

1 A single passage in Irenreus, 1. IV. c eccl~sia" Beyond question, therefore, the 
18, § 4, seems to speak a different language: readmg of other manuscripts at this place
.. verbum quod offertur Deo;" therefore the " per quod offertur," must be recognized as 
Logos himself, Christ, is offered up in the the COlTeet one. It is precisely the refer
sacrament of the supper. But even if there ence to Christ, the high priest, which O"ives 
were. no other readin~, yet this could not be as well to tLis spiritual thank-offerinO" ~s to 

. t~e nght one; for such a form of expres the entire Christian life, the right co~~ecra.
sIon would not only stnnd in manifest con tion. This is the meaning of Irenreus. 
tradiction to the \vhole chain and connec. 2 Epiphanius savs respectinO" the Ebionites 
tion of ideas elsewhere so luminouslv exhib of his time, that "they annu~lly celebrated
ited in Ircnrel1s, but also be unsuited to the communion with unleavened bread and
what immediately precedes. He had in with water, (the latter, because their ascetic 
fact just before said, "offertur Deo ex craa pI~neiples allowed not the use of wine.)tura eju8," (thus the offering is refelTcd to See what is to be said hereafter of thethe bread and wine.) and in the preceding Ebionites.
chapter, 4 6, it is said: "per Christum offert 
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ing custom. The mingling of water with the wine was said to denote 
the union of the church with Christ.l . 

As we have already remarked, the celebration of the Lord's supper 
was still held to constitute an essential part of divine worship on every 
Sunday, as appears from Justin Martyr; and the whole church partook 
of the communion, after they had joined in the Amen of the preceding 
prayer. 'rhe deacons carried the bread and wine to everyone present, 
in order. It was held to be necessary, that all the Christians in tho 
place should, by participating in this communion, maintain their union 
with the Lord and with his church; hence the deaco,ns carried a por
tion of the consecrated bread and wine to strangers, to the sick, to 
prisoners, and all who were prevented from being present at the as
sembly.2 

In some of the churches, however, as for example in the church of 
North Africa, the daily enjoyment of the communion continued to be 
held necessary; since it was considered the daily bond of union 1» 
twixt the Lord and the church, the daily means of strength, life and 
salvation to Christians. Hence Tertullian and Cyprian give a spiritual 
explication of the petition for our daily bread, as a petition for an unin
terrupted, sanctifying union with the body of Christ through the Lord's 
supper. But when the daily service and celebration of the Lord's sup
per ceased, the only means left was, to take home a portion of the con
secrated bread, which, in this case of necessity, was to be substituted 
for the whole communion- the first trace of the practice, introduced 
through error and abuse, of receiving the Lord's supper under one 
kind. Thus every Christian, with his family, after the morning devotions, 
and before engaging in his daily business, partook of the communion at 
home, that the life of the whole ensuing day might be sanctified by 
fellowship with the Lord. We recognize here the ideas at bottom, ly
ing in the depth of the Christian consciousness; but also the same 
spirit of externality, disturbing the Christian consciousness, which we 
have met with in so many different forms, and which was ever prone to 
ascribe a magic power of making holy to the sensible elements.3 

But other count"ies, perhaps, even as early as this, acted upon the 

1 Quando in calico vino aqua miscetur, 
Cht;sto populus adanatur. Cyprian, ep. 63. 

2 In the description of the rite hv J nstin 
and by Tronmlls cited in Eusebius; l. Y. e. 
24: nt{t1T"flV fv;:rap{(fTiav iOZ~ citro 'TWV 

1rUPO'K'c;,V rrupOIjer"" where the author is 
speaking of the Roman bishops. Thus 
arose first the custom of communicating 
with elements previously consecruted, (the 
'lrpoTlYwrr/"iva, as they were afterwards call
ed.) The inc:l. at bottom was, that 0. com· 
munion could properly hltve its right sig
nificance only in the midst of 0. church i 
the communion of person3 ahsent, of indi
viduals, WitS to be considered therefore ns 
only a continuation of thllt communion of 
the wholo body of the church. But when 
in Cyprian mention is marle of presbyteris 
apud eonfcssores ojft'rcntilJlts, the meaning 

probablv is. that the elements were first con
sceratcd by the presbyters on t?C spot. 

8 To this custom the followLDg passages 
refer. Tertullian, speaking of the suspicion 
of the pagan husband towards his Cbristi~n 
wife, Ad uxorem, !. II. c. 5: Non .sclel 
maritus, quid secreto ante omnem c.lbum 
gustes? Et si sciverit pancm, non Inurn 
credit esse, qui dicitur. - De orat .. c. 19, 
(in the piece disco"cred by MUl'atofl,) Ac· 
cepto corpore Domini et reservato,.(respcct. 
in .... a Christian mistress of a family,) area 
8n~ in qua Domini sanctum fuit. Cyprian, 
dc lapsi~, p. 189, cd. Baluz. -In the work 
ascriucd to Cyprian, de spectaculis, respect
ing one who runs from the chllrch ~o t~e 
theatre: Festinans ad spectaculum, dlsmls, 
sns e dominico et adhuc gerens securn, nt 
assolet, eucharistiam. 
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principle that men ought never to partake of the holy thing except 
after a very especial preparation of the h~art, an~ . therefore only at 
stated seasons chosen according to each one S ne~essities. The learned 
Hippolytus, who lived in the first half of the thIrd century, wrote thus 
ea.rly a discussion on the question, "whether the commumon should he 
received daily or only at stated seasons." 1 • • 

As the church of North Africa was the firs~ to brmg. pro~mentI.Y 
into notice the necessity of infant baptism, so m connectIOn WIth thIs 
they introduced also the communion of infants,. fo~ as they negl~c~ed 
to distinguish with sufficient clearness between the SIgn a~d t~e ?lVlne 
thing which it signified, and as they understood all that IS Sald m the 
sixth chapter of John's gospel concerning the eating o~ ~he ~esh and 
drinking the blood of Christ to refer to the outward partlCipatIon of the 
Lord's supper, they concluded that this, from the very first, was abso
lutely necessary to the attainment of salvation.2 • • 

The celebration of the Lord's supper became the seal of all relIgIOUS 
consecration; it was thus used at the conclusion of a marriage,S thus at 
the solemnities in commemoration of the dead. Of the latter, we will 
here take occasion to speak somewhat more at large. 

As Christianity in its general influence did not tend to suppress but 
only to ennoble the natural feelings of man; as it opposed itself gener
ally, 118 well to the perverted education which would crush these natu
ral feelings, as to the unrestrained expression of them in the rude state 
of nature; the same was its influence also in relation to mourning for 
the dead. From the first, Christianity condemned the wild, and at the 
same time hypocritical expressions of grief with which the funeral pro
cession was accompanied, those wailings of women who had been hired 
for the occasion, (mulieres prreficre;) yet it required no stoic resigna
tion and apathy, but mitigated and refined the anguish of sorrow by 
the spirit of faith and hope, and of childlike resignation to that eternal 
love, which takes, in order to restore what it has taken under a more 
glorious form; which separates for the moment, in order to re-unite the 
separated in a glorified state through eternity. When multitudes at 
qarthage were swept away by a desolating pestilence, Cyprian said to 
hIS church: - " We ought not to mourn for those who are delivered 
from the world by the call of the Lord, since we know they are not 
lost, but sent before us; that they have taken their leave of us in order 
to precede us. We may long after them as we do for those who have 
sailed on a distant voyage, but not lament them. We may not here 
below put ?D dark robes of mourning, when they above have already put 
on t~e wkite robes of glory; .we may not give the heathens any just 
OCcasIon to accuse us·of weepmg for those as lost and extinct of whom 
we say that they liv.e with God, and of failing to prove bv the witness 
of our hearts the faIth we confess with our lips. We, who·li~e in hope, 

1 See Hieronym. ep. '11, ad Lucin. r~ntmry to tbe institution, led to a separ&.
SAnd 80 it came about, tbat to ('hiJdren lion of tbe elements of the supper. 

who we;e not vet abl~ to eat bread, tbey • As to8 Oblatio pro matrimonio. what 
gave WIRe. efr. Cypnan, de !apsis. Once 

IS to be understood by this, see above. 
more an example, how a snperstitious abuse, 
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who believe in God, and trust that Christ has suffered for us and risen 
again; we, who abide in Christ, who through him and in him rise 
again, - why do we not ourselves wish to depart out of this world' or 
why do we lament for the friends who have been separated from ~ as 
if they were lost, when Christ, our Lord and God, exhorts us, sa~ 
, I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, though h~ 
were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die?' Why are we not in haste to see our country and 
home, to greet our elders? There await us a multitude of those whom 
we love, fathers, brothers and children, who are secure already of their 
own salvation and concerned only for ours. What mutual joy to them 
and to us, when we come into their presence and into their embrace !"1 
Out of this direction of the feelings arose the Christian custom which 
required that the memory of departed friends should be celebrated 
by their relations, husbands, or wives, on the anniversary of their death, 
in a manner suited to the spirit of the .christian faith and of the Chris
tian hope. It was usual on this day to partake of the communion 
under a sense of the inseparable fellowship with those who had died in 
the Lord; a gift was laid on thc altar in their name, as if they were 
still living members of the church; and in return for this, the petition 
for peace to thc souls of the departed was introduced into the prayer 
of the church which preceded the communion.2 

But when the ideas of the priesthood and sacrifice took another 
shape, this circumstance also would necessarily react on those Christian 
relations connected with the holy rite. We meet with the first indie&
tions of this false tendency as early as the timcs of Cyprian. 

While individual Christians and Christian families celebrated in this 
manner the memory of those departed ones who were especially near 
to them by the ties of kindred, whole communities celebrated the memo 
ory of those who, without belonging to their own particular community, 
had died as witnesses for the Lord.3 The anniversary of the death of 
such individuals was looked upon as their birth-day to a nobler exist
ence. Great care was bestowed in providing for their funeral obse
quies, and the repose of their bodies, as the sanctified organs of holy 
souls, which were one day to be awakened from the dead and restored 
to their usc under a more glorious fonn. On every returning anniver· 
saryof their birth.day, (in the sense which has been explained,) the 
people gathered round their graves, where the story was rehearsed ~f 
their confession and sufferings, and the communion was celebrated m 
the consciousness of a continued fellowship with them, now that they 
were united with him for whom, by their sufferings, they had witnessed 
a good confession.4 The simple Christian character of these celebr&

1 Cyprian, de mortal it ate. 8 The dies natales, natalitia martyrnm, 
2 Oblationes pro dcfllnctis annua die fa· yevUFALa rwv f'aprup"'v. . 

ciemus. Tertullian, de corona milit. c. 3, 4 The oblationes, sacrificia pro martyn· 
as an ancient tradition. The same writer bus, presupposed originally that th~ martyrs 
says to a widower, in reference to his de· were like other sinjid men, who might w~lI 
ceased wife: Pro cujus spiritu postulas, pro stand in need of the intercessions of ChriS· 
qua ohlationes annuas reddis. Commcn· tians. This usage was, in its (J":,,inm ~, 
dabis per sacerdotem etc. De exhortatione in collision with the extravagant veneration 
castitat. c. 11. of the martyrs j and this circumstance ao· 
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tions is evinced by the manner in which the church at Smyrna, in their 
report of the martyrdom of Polycarp, their bishop, answered the re
proach of the heathens, who refused to give up the remains of the 
martyr, lest the Christians should abandon the ~ueified, and begin to 
worship him.1 "They are ~ot aware," writes the church, '~that we 
can neither forsake that Chnst who bas suffered for the salvation of the 
whole world of the redeemed, nor worship another. Him' we adore, as 
the Son of God; but the martyrs we love, as they deserved for their 
unconquerable love to their King and Master, and-because we also wish 
to become their companions and fellow disciples." 2 The church then 
proceeds to say, -" We gathered up his bones, which are more 
precious than gold or jewels, and deposited them in a suitable place; 
and God will grant us to assemble there in joy and festivity, and cele
brate the birth-day of his martyrdom, in remembrance of the departed 
champion, and for the purpose of exercising and arming those whom 
the conflict is still awaiting." 3 Yet it cannot be denied that as early 
as the time of Cyprian, or even earlier, (for Tertullian, when a Monta
nist, combatted this error,) the germ began to show itself of an exces
sive veneration for the martyrs. So uniformly is man inclined to plate 
an undue value on the human agent, to deify tlle instrument, which 
should simply point to Him who employs it; and the false element once 
existing in the germ, it soon unfolds and spreads, unless repressed by a 
mightier reaction of the sense of truth. 

cordingly must have afterwards led to a Tar TOV "vp£ov "at f'tf'I/Ta, ayarrwp.ev, aft"'" 
dift'erent interpretation of the ancient cus tveKa eVvoia, av inrepj3Anrov Til, eir 1'011 
tom. iOwv !3a'J<A.f:a Kat dula<1KaA01l. 

1 Euseb. 1. IV. c. 15. See above, p. 109. .3 Ek T: rwv ;rrporro'fA1JI<OTWV fLV1Jf'1JV, I<a2 
I TOVTOV ,.ev rap, via" 0111'4 TOV ihov, TI.lV fleUovrc.Jv U<1"1J<1tV Te I<a, lro'f'a<11av. 

trptJrlUJ1JoVflev' Toil, de p.aprvPCl!, we fla-inJ

http:fleUovrc.Jv
http:ayarrwp.ev


SECTION FOURTH. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIAXITY, APP REHENDED AND DEVELOPED AS A 
SYSTEM OF DOCTRINES. 

The same law according to which, as we have seen in the preceding 
sections, Christianity proceeded to unfold and shape itself in the oui;. 
ward life from within, will again offer itself to our notice in the present 
section, where it is our purpose to trace the progressive development 
of Ohristian doctrine. It is the law expressed in the words we have 
prefixed as the motto to this volume - words employed by our Lord 
himself to describe the manner in which his kingdom should be devel· 
oped here on the earth. As the fragment of leaven cast into the large 
mass of meal brings on a process of fermentation, and by its own inhe· 
rent virtue, workiug through the mass, assimilates the whole to itself; 
so Christianity - the heavenly leaven - by the power of a divine life, 
created a ferment in human nature, which, from the hidden depths, the 
inmost recesses of that nature, extended its influence as well to the 
faculties of thought as to the outward life, striving to assimilate, to 
transform and fashion the whole to its own likeness; - an effect which 
could only be brought about by a gradual process of development, and 
which presupposed manifold conflicts with the alien forces it was neces· 
sary to overcome. To exhibit the workings of Christianity, now that 
they have been contemplated in the phenomena of life, as they are 
seen in the development of thought and of krwwledge, is the problem 
before us. 

As it is one essential characteristic of Christianity, that it did not 
deliver a new law in a distinct set of formal precepts, nor found a new 
society, organized from without in certain fixed and invariable external 
forms; so it is another, that it did not communicate a rigid system 
of doctrines, settled and determined once for all in certain ready made 
conceptions. In both these respects, the word of the quickening Spirit 
was to find its way outward from within - just as in the external shap
ing of the life, so also in the coining of its doctrines into distinct con· 
ceptions for the understanding. The divine revelation was so delivered 
and so calculated, that its substantial contents might be elaborated and 
evolvecl, through the divinely enlightened reason of man, actuated by 
the new divine life, in the same proportion as he became more fully 
penetrated by it, and with the free activity befitting its own prope~ ~s
sence. It was not something engrafted on the different individua~lt.JCs 
of human character and still rcmainincr foreim to them; but the dlvme 
matter, suited to all the individualities ofbhuman character, and in 
which these individualities were to find, not their destruction, but their 
completion, was designed for the very end of being appropriated by 
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each in its own way, and of. b~ing 'developed by eac~ in the form 
most nea.rly corresponding to 1ts own stamp. .Ai; Chnst, the second 
man, the prototype of the new. re~:nerll:ted hum~~y, !s e:-alted 
above all antagonisms of human mdiVldua~lty, comp~mg In hlmself 
the original elements of them all ha.rmomously combmed; . so what 
in him is one must in the ennobled human nature proceedmg from 
him become individualized. The various peculiarities of character, 
destined when animated by his life, to present different phases of 
himself. 'were to cooperate, each supplying what the others might lack, 
to give' a perfect exhibition of the fullness of Christ in the course of 
history.1 And this law was verified at the very outset, in the case of 
those who formed the necessary connecting links between himself and 
the next succeeding evolution of the church; - those organs and vehi
cles of his Spirit to all subsequent ages. Hence the mode of appre
hending and presenting that divine truth, which is one in essence, must, 
at this point, be immediately separated into four grand particular direc
tions, constituting all together the fullness of Christ; as will be evident 
by comparing the different characters of James and Peter, Paul and 
John. The spirit of Christ exercised too mighty an influence over 
these individualities of character,attracted and animated as they were 
by one and the same power, to leave it possible for them to unfold 
themselves in such opposite ways as to exclude one another. Hence 
whatever was diverse in them still remained subordinate to a higher 
unity, in which they were one. And so on in the future; - it rested 
on the natural diversities of human character to decide, by which of 
these grand tendencies in the original presentation of Christianity each 
man should be chiefly attracted; and on which side, in what form of it, 
each could appropriate it to himself. 

But when, in the after course of development, the power of Christ's 
spirit, which thus subordinated the human element to itself, no longer 
predomin~ted, but the human ir..dividualityasserted its own importance, 
then partial systems arose, running counter to each other, which, in one 
way and ~other, did great injury to the cause of divine truth; and it 
only remamed that the progressive movement and purification of the 
church should cause that unity to be once more dearly apprehended 
and restored out of these conflicting elements. 
. In the sec?ons ~hich hav.e .gone b.efo:e, we saw Christianity pressing 
Into the conflicb WIth the religIOUS prmCIples of the earlier world - with 
those of paganism and.Ju~aism; and t~e strife was not barely one of 
0re~ '!&T! b~t those pnncIp~e8 e!ltered mto the mode of apprehending 
Chnstianity ltself, threatemng Its COrruptiOll by lowering it down to 

1 I .cannot deny myself the pleasnre of encll8 shall DO longer shock and repel us
referring here to those beautiful words of we shall not only "find in them all, taken to~
Schleiennache~. which express 80 profound gether, tbe fnllness of Christ, as we 11 as tbe 
an nnderstanding as well of the historical fullness of the undivided Spirit of God but
de~opment of Christianity 118 or the es~ we shaU also aee therein the Father 'whosentl&l character of Christ. "If we _~ ~aa revealed himself in his Son, and take template Christendom in its full and Cf)m~ m at a glance aU th~ different brokenplete sense, if we can but for a moment so rays of divine light as they proceed from 1111 the mind's erB with light and 80 kindle one central point." Schleiermacher's Prethe lire of 10", m the heart, tha, die diiFer digteu, neue AWigabe. B. III. p. £)90.VOL. I. 29 

I 
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their own standard and becoming themselves blended with it. The 
same thing we shall have to observe in the process of the development 
of doctrines. Just as in the progressive evolution of Christian life, we 
saw Jewish and pagan elements entering in with a corrupting influence 
while yet the Christian principle preserved itself pure in the conffi~ 
with both; so we must observe the same thing again in the history of 
doctrines, and perceive the intimate connection between the develop
ment of the Christian principle in doctrine and in life, in dogmatics 
and in ethics, both having sprung from a common root. Now wherever 
the religious tendencies of the old wOI:ld, which at first presented them
selves in outward hostility to Christianity, became so mixed in with ita 
inner development as to lame the foundation of the Ohristian faith itself, 
by appropriating to themselves only a part of the whole, those appear· 
ances arose which were designated by the name of heresies; 1 though 
in later times this name was often applied in a very different manner, 
being employed by some one dominant sect, - that refused to recog
nize the manifold phases necessarily presenting themselves in the healthy 
development of Christian truth, and would substitute in place of the 
unity, exhibiting itself in these manifold forms, a uniformity that sup
pressed the healthy process of development, - to brand as a morbid 
appearance every deviation from a mode of apprehending Ohristianity 
which claimed to be the only valid one. 

The multiform and grand phenomena of the heresies which arose in 
this period, where we may observe Jewish and Oriental-Greek elements 
of culture in various combination, exhibit to us, on one side, the chaotic 
heavings of a dismembered world, on the point of either plunging into 
dissolution or rising in some new creation called forth out of the chaos; 
while on another, they bear witness t.o the mighty attractive power 
which the appearance of Christ exerted on the elements of this chaos, 
the powerful impression which it produced, both attractive and repul
sive. Suppose the case that nothing had come down to US save the 
knowledge of these phenomena; that we knew nothing about the causes 
by which they were produced; yet any mind, of more than ordinary 
reftection, would feel constrained to recognize, in these mighty after
workings, some still greater phenomenon that had preceded t~em; 
and doubtless it would be possible, from studying the one, to amve at 
some probable conclusion with regard to the character of the other. 

1 The word alpemr, in its original siO'nifi
cation, grounded on its etymology, h~s, as 
is well known, no bad meaning attached to 
it; but in the philosophical usus loqllendi, 
denotes the choice of certain principles for 
the whole regulation of life, - some par
ticular conviction determining the character 
of the life. Hcnce it was used to desig
nate the different schools of philosophy, 
which WE're divided each from the other hy 
their difference in respect to such convic
tions. Thus Sextus Empiricus gives as 
the most general definition of the word: 
MY", TLV~ "arC! ro tpaLVof'EvoV aKoAOV~oii<1a 

on the different opinions of men with re
gard to important subjects, bu~ on truth 
communicated by divine revelation, where
by the foundation is to be laid of .a ~ellow
ship and unity of religious conVlctlOn, of 
an all-embracing church, the word ~!pe(f~r, 
as opposed to this postulate, as denotmg the 
preponderance of the subjective s!de, 'Wh~' 
by that higher fellowship and ~nlty are VIC!" 
lated takes in the associated Idea of arbi
trary\uman opinion through which dhine 
truth becomes corrupted; and with 81lOO IlD 
associated bad meaning the term seem~ :; 
be employed even in the usus loquendi 

ayt.l~. But where the question turns not the New Testament. 
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Since we must perceive in ~~ese . heresies t~e readion of ~ifferent 
fundamental principles, prevailmg In the anCIent w~rl~, WhICh had 
found their way into Christia.nity itself and strove to maIntaIn t~e~selves 
along with it; it is evident that they m~st hay? subserved ~hls Imp?rt
ant end· namely tha.t the Christian mmd, while engaged In repellmg 
such 8. ~eaction 'must, in this opposition, still more clearly develope 
and express itself than it could have done if these fundamental princi
ples had merely b~en. brought to ~sail Ch~stianity from without. These 
conflicts could not fail to result m a conscIous knowledge, more clearly 
developed and more sharply defined, of th~ distinguishin~ essence 
of Christianity generally, and of the substantIal contents of Its several 
doctrines. 

In contemplating the oppositions most distinctly marked in the he~e
sies of this period and the process of development whereby the Chns
tian consciousness, which was thus more clearly unfolded, came forth 
triumphant from thes~ conflicts, we see those words of the Christia:n 
philosopher, which we selected as a motto for the first volume of thIS 
history, remarkably verified, that all oppositions find themselves resolved 
and reconciled in Christ. 

Since, then, the process of the development of Christian doctrine 
can be rightly understood only by taking into view its conflict with the 
heresies, we must first turn our attention to the consideration of these 
phenomena. 

Heretical Tendencies. 

What the two most important tendencies of the heretical spirit were, 
will appear as soon as we consider the relation of Christianity to the 
previous religious development of mankind. Christianity was the new 
creation, that pushed its way out of the envelope of Judaism. ' In com
mon with Judaism, it possessed the character of a revealed religion, as 
opposed to the nature.religion of heathenism; - it possessed the ground
work of the theocracy, and yet was something entirely new-a princi
ple which aimed at the transformation of everything already extant. 
The least among those who shared in the new creation was to be greater 
than the greatest among the prophets. It was the dissolution and the 
fulfilment of Judaism. Hence it was important to a right apprehension 
of Christianity, that both these relations should be rightly seized; that 
it should be seen how Judaism was to meet with its fulfilment in Chris
tianity, but how, at the same time, united with this fulfilment, was the 
dissolution of the distinct religious ground which Judaism had, till now 
maintained.. ~t behoove.d th~t Christianity should be rightly under: 
stood, bot~ ~ Its co~e.ctIon WIth ~he p!-,cparatory elements in Judaism, 
and also In Its opposltion to Judaism Itself. _ Hence there could arise 
contrary tendencies of error, according as either the opposition was lost 
sight of in the intimate connection, or the intimate connection was over
looked in the opposition. And in these main directions of the hereti
cal spirit, we shall easily be able to trace the influence of two elemepts 
of ~ul~r~ directly oppo~~d to each o~er, which were attracted by 
OhristianIty - the opposItion of the JewIsh and of the Hellenic mind. 
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As the new spirit which Christ introduced into humanity was at first 
covered up and hidden under the old forms of Judaism, from which it 
was afterwards to burst free by virtue of its own inherent power; as 
the Jews, from their previous religious point of view, could come to the 
knowledge of Jesus as the Messiah promised in the Old Testament, it 
came about, that the doctrine of Christ was wholly blended by them 
with their previous Judaism, that they were for holding fast, as of per
petual validity, what was to be only a transient moment,- that stage 
of the development of Christianity in which it first appeared clothed 
under the forms of Judaism. The free Grecian spirit, on the othei' 
hand, which struggled hardest against the yoke of the law, being most 
strongly attracted by that particular phase in the appearance of Christ 
and in Christianity which was most directly opposed to the restraints 
of Judaism, would most naturally apprehend Christianity simply as a 
religion opposed to Judaism; would be disposed to deny the fact of 
their common divine foundation; to explain the connection between 
them as a thing merely accidental, and to overlook the more profound 
and necessary inner connection, the higher unity which existed be
tween the two religions. Indeed we may perceive the germ of the 
opposition just described as early as the time of Paul- the opposition, 
that is, between those who held to the exclusive authority of the apos
tles of Palestine, and those who attached themselves exclusively to the 
Apostle Paul, - between those who remained in bondage to the Jew
ish law, and those who gloried in their Christian freedom and higher 
.knowledge.! The same opposition appeared still more strongly devel
oped in the age of John; 2 and hence arose afterwards the opposition 
between the Jewish and the Gnostic understanding of Christianity. 
Where this opposition reaches its full and complete development, it is 
the one which of all others affects most deeply the entire apprehension 
of Christianity, extending alike to all its ethical and all its dogmatic 
elements. The first of these spiritual tendencies cleaves to the tem· 
poral, earthly form of manifestation alone, without divining the higher 
spirit which it embodies and conceals; the other disdains that tempo~ 
form of manifestation, which is the necessary medium for the appr?pn
ation of the spirit, and would have the spirit without this medIUm. 
The one sticks fast by the letter, beyond which it cannot penetrate to 
the revelation of the spirit; the other believes itself competent to grasp 
the spirit without the letter. The one perceives nothing in Christ but 
the Son of man; the other, nothing but the Son of God ;-and so the 
one would have only the human element in Christianity, without th? 
divine; the other, only the divine, without the human. The last anti
thesis is of the utmost importance, on account of its bearing on the 
essence of Christian morality. For as this presupposes the oneness of 
the Son of God and the Son of man in Christ, so the refinement of the 
entire man, as a form for the manifestation of the divine life, is its prin. 
ciple, flowing directly from this presupposition. 

Of these two main tendencies, we shall now proceed to consider, first, 
the one which exhibited itself in the Judaizing sects. 

1 See my Apostol. Zeitalter, Bd. I. S. 314, ff. 2 Id. Bd. n. s. 532, It 
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1. Th Jw1aizing Sects. 

This main heretical tendency, as may be gathered from what has been 
said is the oldest which entered as a disturbing influence into the de
velo~ing process of Christianity. It fixed itself on Christianity at. t~e 
very spot of its birth; for it had a slow and gradual .growth, -:- exhib
iting itself first, when that which, in its crudeness and Imperfection, con
stituted the first necessary link in the chain of development, set itself 
in hostile opposition to the progressive movement which Christ aimed at 
and promised; next, when that which was in its right place at the be
ginning, gave itself forth as' the end, and asserted its own validity 
a.gainst the free development of the spirit bursting from the covering 
in which it had been previously confined; finally, when the same fleshly 
and contracted Jewish sense which showed its hostility to Christianity 
at first in decided unbelief, received Christianity, but received it after 
its own fashion, that is, the shell instead of the kernel; when the same 
fleshly sense to which our Saviour's exalted language had so often been 
a stone of stumbling, believed his words in part, it is true, but again 
bitrayed itself by misconstruing their meaning,- takingthem accord
ing to the sensuous letter, and not according to their spirit. But still 
we must earefully distinguish the different gradations in this tendency, 
which varied from a merely imperfect and subordinate stage of Chris
tian knowledge, to that which may properly be called heresy. 

Let us recollect that the faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah 
was the fundamental doctrine, on which the whole structure of the 
church arose. Accordingly, the first Christian community was formed 
of very heterogeneous materials. It was composed of such as differed 
from other Jews only by the acknowledging of Jesus as the Messiah
of such as still continued bound to the same contracted Jewish 'notions 
whi~h they had entertained before; and of such as, by coming to know 
Jesus more and more as the Messiah in the higher spiritual sense, by 
surrendering themselves with docility to the spirit of Christ, would, by 
the inworking of that spirit, be ever growing in their Christian knowl
edge, and becoming more completely freed from their besetting errors. 
The heterogeneous elements, which, in the first communities formed 
among the Jews, were thus outwardly rather than inwardly combined, 
must now, in the course of the progressive development, be thrown 
apart ~rom each other. The sifting process of history must effect a 
separa:t1?Il betwe~n .th~se who had really been brought in contact with 
the spmt of Chnsbamty and those who still belonged more truly to 
JudaIsm. To this necessary separation in the course of history the 
words of Paul, 1 Corinth. 11: 19, and of 1 John, 2: 19, properly
apply . 

. As Christ himself ~ad faithfully observed the Mosaic law, so the 
fmthful observance of It was adhered to at first by all believers, and 
w.as held to be a necessary condition of participating in the Messiah's 
kingdom. After t~e. prepa.ratory labors of Stephen, the martyr, and 
other men of HelIemstlC ongm and education and of Peter - that which 
Christ intended, when he said that he was not'come to dest:oy the law but 

29· 
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to fulfil it, and when he called himself the Lord of the Sabbath; that 
which he meant by the worship of God, confined no longer to particu
lar times or places, but in spirit and in truth, the essence of the ne'W 
spiritual creation, which is grounded in the resurrection of Ohrist,l 
was clearly conceived and expressed by the Apostle Paul, and a. aelt: 
subsisting Christian church, wholly independent of JUdaism, fomed 
among the pagans. Already a schism threatened to break out between 
the two elements of which the Christian church was composed, - the 
prevailing notion of Christianity in Palestine, which was characterized 
by a decided leaning to the Old Testament, and which suffered the 
new spirit to remain enveloped in the old forms of Judaism; and the 
independent Pauline development of Christianity among the pagans. 
By the compromise entered into between the two part1es at Jerusalem,3 
this opposition was harmoniously reconciled; and it was the triumph of 
the idea of a catholic church, whose unity, grounded on the faith in 
Jesus as the one Saviour and Lord of all, was to outweigh all subordi
nate differences of Jewish and Hellenic forms of culture. But the 
more deep seated opposition could not be overcome and set aside by 
this reconciliation, brought about by outward concessions. The power 
of the Apostle Paul in establishing the principles of the more expanded 
view of Christianity, and his successful and rapidly extending labors 
among the pagans, which excited the jealousy of the pharisaic party 
among the Jewish Christians, soon caused it to break forth anew. In 
opposition to Paul, whom they refused to acknowledge as an apostle, 
whom they accused of corrupting the doctrines of Christ, arose that 
party of Jewish Christians, - zealots according to the pharisaic spirit, 
- which was not until afterwards distinguished by a common name. 
At the time when this opposition had become most violent, Paul was 
removed from his earthly field of labor. Then followed the conciliating 
clement of the Apostle John's labors in Asia Minor, by which many of 
the points of difficulty were removed; - but still the opposition, in those 
respects in which it had been most strongly marked, could not be wholly 
suppressed. 

About the middle of the second century we still find, among the 
Christians of Jewish descent, the two pal·ties which existed in the apos
tolic age .. This is evident from a passage in the dialogue of Just!n 
Martyr With Trypho.3 Two classes are here mentioned,-they who ill 
their own practice united with the faith in Christ the observance of the 
Mosaic law, but without requiring the same observance of believing 
pag:tns, whom they acknowledged rather as genuine Christian brethren 
and accounted worthy of all brotherly fellowship notwithstanding that 
they maintained their original Chri~tian freed~m,4 - and they who 

1 Following thc Pauline tmin of thouo-ht. free, and thenceforth bound to no outward 
A~ Christ the risen possesses a life exell;'pt. circumstances whatever. 
ed from too domiuion of nature, from the 2 See on [his su~jcct, my Apostol. Zeita!· 
<'TotXf'" roy KO(Jfla.i, so too the spiritual ter. Bd. I. S. 169, if. 
Rife of those who are spiritually risen with Ii Ed. Colon. f. 266, to which, in IIUIny 
kim. i, exempted from the dominion pf na. respects, important passage, we shall have 
tm·c, their religion is a religion emancipated occasion to ad vert again hereaf~r. 
from (l.e elements of the world, altogether f As J nsLin reports of them In tbe pas
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were not content with observing the Mosaic law themselves, but were 
for forcing the pagan believers universa~ly t? the same observance, ~nd 
who refused otherwise to have fellowslnp WIth them; thus proceedrng 
on the assumption, that the believing pagans, like .all others, were un
clean and that without the observance of the MosaIC law no man could 
be ju~t before God.! The former were the genuinely apostolic, Jewish 
Christians who had remained true to the pledge of agreement made at 
Jerusalem'. the latter belonged to that pa.rty with whose influence the 
A postle P~ul had so often to struggle among the communities of the 
pa.gan Christians. . . 

As the destruction of Jerusalem and the abohtion of the Temple· 
worship could not shake the faith of the Jews at large in the perpetual 
validity of their religious la.ws, so neither can it be said that the at· 
tachment of those Jews to the Mosaic law, who embraced Christianity, 
was thereby diminished. They regarded these events, doubtless, as a 
divine punishment, sent upon the mass of the people, who were hostile 
to Christ, and whose wicked disposition had caused his death; and 
many among them were expecting a glorious restoration of the city and 
of the temple to the faithful of the nation. Those that were not finally 
drawn by their Jewish way of thinking, on which had been merely 
grafted a superficial faith in J e,llus as the Messiah, to fall wholly back 
again into J udaism,2 - the more genuine class of Jewish Cl!ristians, 
who were at Jerusalem at the breaking out of the Roman war, could 
have no sympathy with the fanaticism which this war brought along 
with it; and when reminded of the admonitory, warning and threaten· 
ing words of Christ, could hardly fail to foresee, in the issue of this war 
the divine punishment of their perverse nation which he had predicted~ 
It. may h~ve been the .case, perh~p~, that as the prophetic voice was 
still o~asIonany heard rn the ChristIan assemblies, some pious men felt 
constraJl!-ed to warn the assembled communities of the approaching 
destruction, and to call upon them to remove from the midst of the ru· 
ined people, and repair to one of the ten cities in Perrea, on the east
~rn bank of the Jordan, known under the collective name of Decapo
lis.3 At a later. period. this community is said to have returned to 
Jerusalem. Until the tIme of the emperor Hadrian it was wholl 
composed ?f ~hristians ?f J e.wish descent, who were dU:tinguished fro~ 
pagan ChristIans by theIr strict observance of the Mosaic law; though 

~ above n:.ferred to: Alpovvrat av{nv br'yvovra, roiirov elva, rov Xp,aTiJv /Cal 
TOIf Xpta;tavoLf Ka! 'IrLaTol~, p.~ 1rei~OVTer Vr,,,,ofJ,v alri{l p.eTaj3uvra, e'lrt rnv lvvop.ov
a~roilr p.r;re 1reptrep.veU'&aL op.aiI.Jr avroZr 'lrQA.'r~lav, apv1JaapfvOlJ, OTt ovro, taTtv 0urrr' aa{J{Jari(eLV, p.r,u &ILILa aaa rOLavT~ Xp,aror.mt Tflpeiv. a Eusebius, I. ID. c. 5; Kara r,va XPlJ(1

1 Jostin's woms: 'Eilv oe ol U'lrO Toii ye. p.ov r?', aVTQ{h oo{(i(lo'r Ol' U1!'oKalLinf"I.J,
VQIJ~ ~av vp.,fripov (the race of the Jews) £Koarhvra. In Epiphanius, (de mensur. et 
'l!'laTtvflV Myovrer t'lrl rovrov TOV Xpurrilv pond. c. 15,) an exaggerating tradition has 
t~ 'lr01'~ar KDr." rov d~u MI.JatI.Jf d,aTax/tivr~ ~Iready converted this prophetic utterance 
"0l;ov uv~y{(a(I.Jat ('/v ravr t~ t~wv 'lrla. Illt? a. revelation. delivered by an angel.
revOVrar r; p.~ Ko.v6Jvelv avrotr r~, TOtav. Wlthoot doubt,. thiS whole account springs T1lE IJWd,aY<Jnr alpwvrOt. from some eal'her source i perhaps a. state.

A c~angc very easily accounted for and We have no~ent of Hegesippos. suffi
one whl~'h Justin notices in the p";sage CIent reason for calling in question its truth. 
aboTe referred to: Tov, oaQIL~vra, {(Ill 

http:MI.JatI.Jf
http:op.aiI.Jr
http:lvvop.ov
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we have no reason to infer from this, that there existed among them ll() 
other diversities of religious tendency and of religious opinion. Under 
Hadrian a change was for the first time produced by outward causes, 
which led to the substitution of another community of an altered shape 
in place of that original Christian church. That emperor was induced 
by the insurrection of the Jews under Barkochba, to exclude them en
tirely from the city of Jerusalem and its eircumjlLCent territory. Thi8 
prohibition must have extended to all native Jews, who had not, by 
their whole manner of life, utterly renounced their nation. The com
munity could no longer subsist, then, in its ancient form, in this place. 
Thus there was formed at first in the pagan colonial city, jElia Capi~ 
lina, which had been founded in the place of the ancient Jerusalem, 
a church in which no further trace was to be found of the observance 
of the Mosaic law; in which Christians of pagan descent, and liberal· 
minded Jewish Christians who did not hesitate to put the pagans on an 
equal footing with themselves in respect to all matters of outward life, 
were mingled together. This community had for their presiding elder 
a Christian of pagan descent, whose name was Marcus.} But this 
ehange had no influence on the other Jewish Christians; and those who 
perseveringly distinguished themselves, by a strict observance of the 
law, from the Christians of pagan. origin, and avoided all intercourse 
with them, would thus naturally become more widely known, as a dis
tinct sect by themselves. If the story, already alluded to, concerning 
the return of the original community from Pella to Jerusalem, is a cor
rect one, or if a great majority of them, at least, did not remain behind 
at Pella, the event just mentioned would naturally lead those who held 
tenaciously to the Mosaic law, to separate themselves from the mixed 
eommunityand repair once more to Pella, where a strictly Jewish 
Christian church maintained its existence down to the fifth century. 
Now it might easily happen that, from a superficial knowledge or eon
sideration of the facts, some might be led to place together in the 
same class all these Jewish Christians who agreed in observing the 
Mosaic law, without any regard to the differences existing among them. 
Accordingly, from the time of Irenreus, who first mentions the name, 
they all came to be designated by the common appellation of Ebionite8. 

In respect, first, to the origin and the meaning of this appellation, the 
opinion certainly must be rejected that it is a proper name, derived 
from the founder of the sect. This hypothesis appears first in the 
writings of the inaccurate Tertullian, who, in his ignorance of the He
brew, and of the signification of the word in that language, took it for 
a proper name; and as other sects were named after their founders, 
supposed the same must be true of this sect also. Epiphanius, who 
possessed the advantage over Tertullian, it is true, of being acquainted 

1 En.ebius, I. IV. c. 6. See also the reo sub legis observatione credebant. N..imirt1~ 
markable words of Sulpicius Severus, who, id, Domino ordinante, dispositnm, n~ legiS 
after citing the prohibition of the Emperor servitus a libertate fidei alqne ecclesllB tol
Hadrian, goes on to say, (hist. sacr. I. II. C. leretnr; where this wl·iter has perhaps at
31:) Qnod quidcm christianre fidei profici· tributed 1.00 much importance to the event. 
ehat, qnia tnm prene omnes Chris tum Deum 
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with the Hebrew language, but was however no less inaccurate, fol
lowed the same opinion without further inquiry; although he himself 
proposes another deriv~tion of the. word, quite .in~onsis.tent ~i~h t~is 
hypothesis, taken from Its etymologiCal Hebrew sIgmficabon, witli whiCh 
he was doubtless acquainted. Since the character of the party desig
nated by this name was of so general a nature, and the party itself 
embraced in it so many different shades of the Jewish Christian princi
ple which they held in common; since, as appears from what has been 
said, such a general ground-tendency as the one denoted by this name 
could hardly fail, in the historical course of development, to pass over 
from Judaism into Christianity, - the origin of this party frolp any 
single individual should seem to be a thing quite improbable. We 
might suppose, indeed, that this name was applied first to a distinct 
sect belonging to this general class, and founded by a man who had 
some peculiar views of his own; and that, at some later period, it re
ceived a more general application. But we have no warrant whatever 
for any such supposition. No tradition respecting the founder of a sect 
by the name of Ebion is supported on grounds of authentic history. 
The more accurately informed authorities, such as Irenreus and Origen, 
nowhere mention such a person; and all that we find anywhere said 
respecting the pretended Ebion, is of that vague and indefinite char
acter which sounds suspicious. Origen was the first to give the correct 
derivation of this name, from the Hebrew word l;'~l$, poor. These 
Jewish Christians, then, were called the poor; but the question now 
arises, in what sense was this appellation originally applied to them? 
And with this is connected another,- by whom first was this appellation 
given them? Upon the resolution of these questions it must depend, 
whether the appellation is to be understood as a term of reproach or of 
praise. Now it appears evident, it is true, from an explanation which 
Epiphanius cites from the mouths of the very people in question,! that, 
in his time, the Ebionites regarded it as an epithet wliich they had 
bestowed on themselves. But although the Ebionites did actually ap
propriate and sanction the name, it might nevertheless be true and 
wholly consistent with this fact, that the epithet was originally bestowed 
on them by their adversaries; while they might afterwards apply it to 
themselves, either in the same or a different sense; since what was 
eonsider~d by the,ir oppo~ents a term of reproach, might be regarded, 
from their own pomt of View, as an honorable title. 

Origen, who, as we have said, first presented the correct explanation 
of the word, applies the .designation, "poo~," to the meagre religious 
system, the poverty of faith, that characterIzed this party.2 In this 
8ens~, the term may have been applied to .them by pagan Christians; 
but It cannot be supposed that pagan ChrIstians would have chosen a 
Hebrew word to express this character. It is far more natural to sup

1 Hseres. 80. nation; he merely alludes. after his mtu:ll 
s Orig. in Matth. T. XVI. c. 12: T", l{3t way, to the meaning of the name. Yet,

wVtlr,J lea, lrTt.I,ttVOVTt 1I"'pl r1,v e1r 'I1]O"oiiv (c. Cels.l.II. c. I,) he says expressly: 'Em;'
ff"ll11"tV. It was hardly Origcn's intention vvp.ot Tii~ Karii. r1,V eKQOX7.'V 1T'T"'xeiar Toii
in t/U, place, to gi ve an etymological expla- "0/,011. 

http:Cels.l.II
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pose that the inventors of this name were Jews; and at the partieoaIar 
position of these Jews, it might be used and understood to denot. a 
poor, meagre way of thinking, especially if this notion be defined .. 
cording to the acute and ingenious suggestion of a distinguished mod. 
ern inquirer in this department of learning; 1 namely, that in the moni. 
of those Jews who were expecting a Messiah in visible glory, it would 
designate such as could believe in a poor, abJect, crucified Me8iial, 
like Jesus. Yet even this explanation, taken by itself, seems not the 
most simple and natural; and, indeed, the author of it himself joins it 
with the other, about to be mentioned. What objection is there to under
stand this word in the literal and obvious sense, as a designation of tha 
poorer class among the people of the nation? We know, in fact, what 
reproach was cast upon the Christian faith by the hierarchical party 
among the Jews, because none but those belonging to the ignorant and 
poorer class of the people would openly profess it, (John 7 : 49;) and 
the like objection was made to Christianity by the pagans.2 ThUll it 
may be explained, how the Christians among the Jews came to be de
signated as the poor; and this name, which was employed by them to 
designate the Christians generally, would afterwards naturally be em
ployed by the pagan Christians, without any knowledge of the meaning 
of the name, to designate that portion of believers who were distin· 
guished from the rest by their observance of the Mosaic law. When 
we observe that the same thing happened in the case of another name 
which was originally a common appellation for all Christians among the 
Jews, the name" Nazarenes," it may serve to confirm the above sup
position. 

When Ebionitism was looked at as it appeared in its extreme form, 
and as it may have been' exhibited among the great mass of believing 
Jews, it might be said of it, perhaps with justice, as Origen expresses 
himself,3 that there was little to distinguish its adherents from the com
mon Jews, who were fettered to the mere letter. We see in them tho 
natural descendants of those fierce antagonists of the Apostle Paul, 
who never ceased to calumniate him as an apostate from the law.' 
They disseminated false and malicious reports respecting the life of this 
apostle, in order to attribute his abandonment of Judaism to unworthy 
motives. Later Ebionites at least do not scruple to assert, that he was 
a proselyte of heathenish descent.5 In Christianity, they saw at best 
but a perfecting of Judaism by the addition of a few isolated precepts; 
and it was in this sense, probably, they explained to themselves, what 
is to be rightly understood only in its connection with the whole of 

1 Dr. Gieseler in the Archiv rur alte und 6 Vid. Epiphan_ hreres- 30, ; 25. PerhBJII 
neue Kirchengeschichte von Stiiudlin und these Ebionites followed, in this respect a1~,
Tzschirner, Bd. IV., 2te8 SHick, S. 307. the example of their predecessors, ~I~ 

2 See the first section. whom Paul had to contend j perhaps It 11 
8 In Matth. T. XI. ~ 12: 0/ (Jwp.aTlKo~ to some such malicious pervel'8i~n of fa:ctl 

'Iovoalol /ial 01 DAlY", ota.pipovn{ aVTwv this apostle has reference, when, m speBkmg
'E/3Lwvaiol. of various events in his earlier life, he pro

4 Origen, (Hom. XVIII. in Jerem. § 12,) tests to the truth of what he utters, and 
says: Kal p.i:;rp' vii'll 'E{3lwvaiol TV7I'TOV(Jl when he places so much emphasis 011 !he 
'1'0'11 U7I'o(JToAov 'I'l(Joii Xp,(JToii Aoyol{ oV(J fact of his Jewish origin, and his edllcatiOll 
tp~p.Olr_ in the PhlU'isaic schools. 
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Christianity the sennon on the Mount. Their views respecting the 
work and character of Christ, the essence of Christianity, and the per
son of its author are closely connected with each other. 

In both resp~cts, the Ebionites seem to have remained within the 
contracted range of the ordinary Jewish point of view. As they could 
not understand the specific difference betwe~n J udaism an~ 9hri~tian
ity, so neither could they understand what It was, that dIstmgmshed 
the author of Christianity from Moses and the Prophets, and from the 
founders of other religions. Looking upon him not as the Redeemer 
of all mankind, by whom every other means of justification and expia
tion had been rendered null and superfluous, not as the author of a new 
creation of the divine life, but only as the supreme Law-giver, Teacher 
and King, they did not feel themselves constrained to admit any higher 
views of Christ's person. They were precluded, therefore, on this side, 
from the possibility of understanding his discourses. They held firmly 
to the chasm, not to be filled up, betwixt God and his creation, which 
the stern monotheistic system of" legal Judaism -taught in opposition to 
the polytheistic and pantheistic principles of nature-religion. To Jesns 
they simply transferred the notion of the Messiah which most widely 
prevailed among the Jews, and most perfectly agreed with this common 
principle of the Jewish system, - that he was a man distinguished 
above all others for legal piety, - who, for this very reason, was deemed 
worthy of being chosen as the Mcssiah,-who knew nothing at all of any 
special call to the Messiahship, as others, too, were far from divining any 
such thing of him, until Elias re-appeared, and revealed to him and to 
others his election to the high office, when he was filled with divine 
power for the exercise of his mission as the Messiah, and thus enabled 
to work miracles.1 What was generally believed of the Elias, these 
Ebionites transferred to John the Baptist. It was first when Jesus 
came, with all the others, to John, to receive baptism from him, that 
the miraculous phenomenon occurred, by which the fact of his election 
to the Messiahship was revealed, and along with which, the divine 
power which he required in order to fulfil his mission, descended on 
him. An a.brupt antithesis was thus formed between two portions of the 
life of Jesus, - the period before and that after his consecration to the 
Messiahship; so that while the mere human nature, to the entire exclu
sion of everything supernatural, was placed in the first portion, the 
sudden entrance of the supernatural and sensuously objective element 
w.as made prominent in ~he event which took place at the very begin
rung of the second portIon. The fact of Christ's supernatural birth 
was particularly opposed to this view of the matter· and indeed this 
fact was dir~ctly at variance with t~at Jewish ground of doctrine gen
erally, w~armg to the Jew~ a certam pagan aspect, and being placed 
by them m the same class WIth the heathen myths concerning the sons 

1 The Jew Trypho in Jnstin,-Dial. c. KaT1J~ti;'rr&aL TOY tICiLeyi/,lIaL elr XPUTTOll. 
Tryph. f. 291, ed. Co!on.-expresses this Respecting the appearance of Elias, where
common Jewish point of view, where he by the Messiah was first to be made known 
reqUires of the Christians to prove concem- as such to himself and to others, see f. 268 
iDg Jeans: 'On aim'r larw 0 Xplarilr, &11). compared with 336. 
Til twOpt.lf Ka~ uiLeit.lf 7rOiLITe1Ierr&al awiJv 

http:uiLeit.lf
http:twOpt.lf


348 DIFFERENT KINDS OF EBIONITES. 

of the gods. l Even in the well known passage of the ·7th cbapteT.of 
Isaiah, the Ebionites could not find announced the. birth from a virgin. 
In the Ebionitic revision of the gospel history, which sprang from one 
of the main branches to be traced back to the Apostle Matthew, the 
appearance at Christ's baptism is represented as an altogetheroutw&rd 
sensible event, connected with the descent of the Holy Ghost u~ 
Christ; and the appearance is supposed to be designed as well to lead 
himself to the consciousness of his call to the Messiahship, as to reveal 
this fact to the Baptist. This phenomenon is decked out with miracu. 
lous events; Ught shone over the place, fire burst forth from the river 
Jordan.3 Jerusalem, in the estimation of the Ebionites, was still the 
city of God, the central point of the Theocracy.4 They lived in expect
ation of Christ's speedy rcturn, to restore this city of God, and to re

. establish the Theocracy there in surpassing splendor. All the Jewish 
notions respccting the millenial kingdom of the Messiah they transferred 
to this event.5 

We have remarked already, that among the Ebionites, if we consider 
this name as a general appellation for Jewish Christians, there must 
have existed different forms and shades of opinion, arising out of the 
various combination of Jewish and Christian points of view. Irenreus 
was not aware of the existence of any such differences. But Origen, 
who was more skilled in the accurate investigation of relationships II.nd 
differences, and who had himself been a longer time resident in Pales
tine, distinguishes two classes of Ebionites, a class which denied. the 
supernatural birth of Jesus, and another which admitted it.6 If we 
duly consider how obstinately the ordinary Jewish spirit must have 
struggled against the acknowledgment of such a fact, we must conclude 
from Origen's statement, that connected with this deviation from the 
common bent of the Jewish mind, there were also other differences; 
that those who could be induced to admit the fact above mentioned, 
must have been more deeply affected by the spirit of the new creation. 
It seems implied that they did not, like the others, in accordance with 
the common Jewish views, separate the divine from the human nature 

1 See what the Jew Tryphon, (in Justin 
M. f. 291,) says against this doctrine: Mij 
npaToAoyelv TOAI-'ure, OTrWr I-'~TG 0l-'0lwr 
Tolr "EU'll" I-'wpaivttv tAiy;r1/,,{}e. 

2 The posi tion assumed by the Ehionites 
led to a dispute about the interpretation of 
this and several other prophetic passages. 
Where men were usually satisfied bv alle
gorical interpr~tation, the Ebionites follow
ing the Jewish doctrines, may h:we'entered 
more deeply into the use of languajre, into 
the connection, and the historical allusions, 
an.d maY'!"Ve sought to show how many 
tbmgs whIch were referred by Christian 
tcachers to the hi .tory of Christ, had been 
already accomplished ill the facts and ap· 
pearances of earlier history. We may hence 
(lxplain, perhaps, what Irenreus ohjeets to 
them, (lib. I. e. 26:) Quoo llutcm sunt pro
p~etica, curiosius (TrepupyoTipwr) exponerc 
nltuntur. 

8 See the fragment of the gospel of the 
Hebrews, in Er,iphan. Hoores 30, ~ 13, and 
Justin. Dial. c. rryph. f. 315, ed.. Colon.. 

4 Hierosolymam adorant, quasI dom1ll181t 
Dei. Iren. 1. I. c. 26, ~ 2. 

6 See in the Jewish-Christian work, the 
Testam~nt of the twelve patriarchs, (Tes
tament IV. of Judah, § 23,) the return of 
the scattered .Tews from their captivity; and 
in Testament VII. of Dan. ~ 5: "Jerusa
lem shall then suffer desolation no more, 
and Israel no more be carried into captivi
ty j for the Lord shall dw~ll in the midst of 
Jerusalem, and.walk with menu 

6 Oria. c. Cels. l. V. c. 61, where he em· 
ploys the name Ebionites to designa~e gen· 
emily all Jewish Christians observlllg the 
Mosaic law: 0/ OtrTO' 'E{3twvalot, ~TOI ex 
'lrap{}ipov o/-toAoyo;;PTtf, 0l-'0'w, ~p!v',r~v 
'11/0'0;;'1', f) ovX' OilTt.l yeytlJvi!tr8at, aU wr 
TOVr AOt1l'OVf ap~p"TrOllr. 

http:cbapteT.of


349 '1'iBB 'NAZARENBB. 

in Christ and suppose merely a. sudden commencement of the actuafr 
ing powe; of the Holy Spirit upon him, but that they: conce.ived of a 
certa.in cooperation of the divine and human elements .Ill C~r.lst, where
by he differed in kind from other prophets, - a certain ongmal act,:a
tion of the divine Spirit, under whose influenoos the human nature m 
Christ began as well as continued to develope itself. Being less fettered 
in this respect by the Jewish spirit, they may have been so much the 
more free also in their judgment respecting the continued obligation of 
the Mosaic law, insomuch as to make a distinction between the position 
of the native Jews and that of believers from among the Gentiles. 
Thus we perceive that they must have been the same Jewish Christians, 
followers of the apostolic principles, whom we saw described by Justin 
Martyr, as a class of these latter that still remained. To the same class 
belonged also the people about whom Jerome took pains to obtain more 
accurate information, during his residence in those countries, near the 
close of the fourth century. They then dwelt at Berrea, in Syria,l 
and passed by the name of Nazarenes. This name, like that of the 
Ebionites, was in the first place, perhaps, a common appellation for all 
Christians among the Jews, so called as sccts that sprang out of Naza
reth, and still more common than the former one, as appears from Acts 
24: 5, and from the fact that in still later times all Christians were 
condemned under this name in the Jewish synagogues.2 

The distinctive trait of these N azarencs was their decided anti· 
pharisaic tendency. They denounced the maxims of the scribes and 
Pharisees, who caused the people to err by their traditions, and who 
had. hindered them from believing in Jesus.3 In explaining Isaiah 8: 
23, (9: 1,) they held, that by the preaching of Christ in Galilee, the 
J ewe had. been first delivered from the errors of the Scribes and Pharo 
isees, and from the burthensome yoke of the Jewish traditions; and 
they interpreted chaper 9: 1, (9: 2,) as referring to the preaching 
of the gospel, by the Apostle Paul, to all pagan nations.4 Thus it is 
clear, that they differed entirely from those Ebionites who were hostile 
to this apostle; that they acknowledged his call to be an apostle to the 
Gentiles, and so were not disposed to enforce on these latter the ob. 
servance of the Mosaic law. Accordingly we find that Jerome actu
ally makes a distinction between the Ebionites and the Ebionitarum 
socii, who considered all this to be permanently obligatory only on such. 
as ha~ descen~e~ from a Jewish stock.5 They lamented the condition 
of thelr unbelievmg people, and earnestly longed for the time when 
these also should turn to believe in the Lord and in his apostles. Then 
they would put aside all their idols, which had led them into the devi. 
ous ways of sin. Then every obstacle which Satan had set up to hin
d~r the progress of God's kingdom, would be removed, not by human 
JDlght, but by the power of God; and all who had been hitherto trust

1 Vid. IDeronym. de viris iIlustrib. c. 3. , IX. c. 29, v. 18, ed. Vallarsi. T. IV. p, 398, 
t Ejusd. commentar. in Isai. I, II. c. 5 to 4 See Jerome's remarks on those paa. 5,18. . sIIfes, I. c. p. 130, ed. Vallarsi. 
• Vid. IDeronym. commentar. in Isai. 1. L., c, 1. I. c. I, p. 21. 
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ing to their own wisdom, would become converted· to the Lori.' TIt.,
believed that they found this promised in Isaiah 21 : 7,8.1 'c '"". 

The view of Christ which, as we were led to suppose, preQiW 
a.mong those whom Origen refers to the second class of Ebionitee, we 
should, perhaps, be warranted to ascribe also to these N azarenes; for tAe.t 
they did not suppose the divine element in Christ had its first begin. 
ning with his inauguration into the Messiahship, seems evident flUll 
the fact, that the recension of the Hebrew gospel which Jerome received 
from them and translated into Latin, did not, like the gospel of 1he 
other party, commence with the inauguration of Christ into his office as 
Messiah, by John the Baptist, but had adopted besides the first ehap
ters, which treat of the birth of Christ.2 lie is described by them as 
the one towards whom the progressive movement of the Theocraey 
tended from the beginning; - as the end and aim of all the earlier 
divine revelations. In him, the Holy Spirit, from whom, down to this 
time, only isolated revelations and excitations had proceeded, first found 
an abiding place of rest, a permanent abode. Inasmuch as the Holy 
Spirit was the productive principle of his entire nature, and it was firet 
from him that the efficiency of the Spirit, in shaping the entire life of 
humanity and forming other organs of action, could proceed, he is 
called the First born of the Holy Spirit; - as the Holy Spirit is also 
denominated his Mother.3 Where this gospel describes how the whole 
fountain of the Holy Spirit descended on Christ at his baptism and 
abode permanently with him, the following words of salutation are as
cribed to the former: "My SQn, in all the. prophets I expected thee, 
that thou shouldest come, and I might find in thee a place of rest; for 
thou art my resting place, thou art my first born Son, who reignest for
ever." 4 Assuredly, in this representation, we percei~ a more pro
found Christian consciousness, rising above the limited views of the 
common Ebionitism. And the appellation, given to the Holy Spirit, of 
Mother of Christ, may perhaps, in some way, stand connected with the 
idea of his supernatural generation. 

It appears evident, from what has been said, that although sternly 
pronounced Ebionitism excluded all speculations concerning the divine 

1 See Jerome's remarks on this passage, 
1. c. p. 425. In the edition of Martianay, 
T. III. - the plaees p, 79, 83, 250 and 261. 

2 As appears evident from Jerome's com· 
mentary on the gospel of Matthew, chapter 
2d, at the beginning; where bv the ipsum 
hebraicum is doubtless to be -understood, 
according to the connection, the Hebrew 
gospel of the Nazarenes; - also from the 
words which he cites from this gospel in his 
work de viris iIIustrib. c. 3. 

~ See the fassages cited by Jerome, in 
MlCham 1. I , c. 7, T. VI. p. 520; and by 
Origen, T. II, Joh. § 6, in whieh Christ says; 
•ApT! lAa{Ji f" ~ f'~TTJP f'OV, TO uywv 1!'vev· 
pa, tv f'til TWV TptXWV pov, !Cal U1!'fVeyICf fl' 
elr TO lJpor 1'0 peya Oa{Jwp j where it mav be 
a question, whether the thought is me;"'ly 

paired thither by the impulse of th~ Holy 
Spirit, which animated him in all thlllg8, or 
whether a supernatural conveyance is meant. 
That the passage is to be understood in tbe 
former way, and not literally, appears Pt:Ob
able when we compare it with the similar 
figurative modes of expression in an orien
tal writer. In Taberistanensis annales re
gum atque legatorum Dei, Vol. II. Pa.n I. 
Gryph., 1835, page 103, it is said ~y those 
whom God had converted from bemg ene
mies of Mahomet into zealous advocates of 
his canse, (in Kosegarten's La.tin tra.~sla. 
tion from the Arabic original:) "Denlque 
Deus cordibns cincinnisque nostria prebe!1' 
sis, per enm in viam rectam ita nos direnl, 
ut eum sequeremur." 

t Vid. Hieronym. in IsRi. I. IV. o. n, T. 
expressed in a poetic forlll, that Christ re- IV. p. 156. . 
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bamre ib·CIIriSt, yet iItiB,wheren ~eda m~lder and more lib~ral 
form 18 it' -did in the case we bye Just descrIbed, such speoulations 
migh', perbafll'J also be unitedwitlt· it-Again, we must not forget, 
what '" have more earefnHy considered in the general intro~uc
lion, - that at thia period, Judaism had become decomposed mto 
manifold ar:d even con:B.icting element.<;; - and these had become 
blended with many tendencies foreign from.0:igi.nal Judai~. These, 
now, might eMily be attr8.cted also by .Christiamty, and mIght seek 1? 
appropriate it to th~mselve~, after thell' own v:ay. If, ~t .fi~t, phan
sa.ie views beeame mIXed WIth the apprehensIOn of Chnstiamty, they 
were afterwards followed by such as were more neady related to Esse
nism, or to the system of the Alexandrian Jews. The Apostle Paul 
having been suddenly removed from the circle of labors, in which his 
commanding inlluence opposed an invincible bulwark to all corruptions 
of Christian truth, there began to be formed, first in Asia Minor, such 
mixtures of doctrine, the earliest example of which we find in the 
church of Colosse, in Phrygia. Similar a,ppearances we recognize once 
more in a great deal which Epiphanius embraces under the general 
name of Ebionitism ;-appearances which are wholly distinct from the 
Ebionitism that sprang out of the common Pharisaic elements, and the 
origin of which would assuredly carry us back to an earlier period than 
tha.t in which Epiphanius wrote. Among the Ebionites described by 
Epiphanius, there were those who started from that common Ebionitia 
view of Jesus as a man, first raised to the dignity of Messiah on ac
count of his legal piety; - but then, whilst others affirmed, that the 
whole power of the Holy Spirit descended on him at his consecration 
to the Messiahship by the baptism of John, they substituted, in place of 
the Holy Spirit, the highest of the spirits created by God, - a spirit 
ua.lted a.bove all the angels,! - and the latter was then considered the 
true revealer of God, the Messiah in the highest sense. By means of 
such a separation of the divine and human natures in Christ, the Ebio
nine element might pass over to the Gnostic. Others placed in con
neetion with Christianity, that idea which exhibits itself to us under so 
many different forms, on which sometimes the Oriental, sometimes the 
Hellenic stamp predominates, the idea of a heavenly man Adam Kad
mon, the primaJman. The Spirit, which is the pure efflux of the di
vine Spirit, which appeared first in Adam and afterwards returned 
nuder manifold shapes, to reveal God to his fallen children _ this 
sam~ Spirit re-appeared in Christ, to deliver the last revelatio~ to hu
ma.mty. 

We should not be warranted to suppose ,in the case of 811 the ten
dencies which were designated nuder the c~mmon name of Ebionitism 
the same degree of adhesion to the law of Moses. There had, in truth: 
~ ~volved a.mong the J~~ themselves, out of the opposition to the 
traditional element of Pha~m, as we saw in the example of Saddu

'lrt'lfOlf/jdvt.;V. So Philo descnoes the Lo
gGe 88 an apxa.neM,. Cons. the Jewish 
apooryphal work, '!t.Jar,t{l7rpouevri: IIp,",ro'
yoVOf 7ravr,k (Clov (,",ovpivov V7rO -beO'U. 
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ceism, tendencies whose aim was to distinguish the original religion' of 
Moses from later additions. This distinction, however, might assum.e 
different forms, as it happened to proceed from different tendencies of 
mind. An entirely different character from that which it presented among 
the Sadducees, it must have assumed in those cases where it started, 
from some mystico-ascetic bias, which, alien from the original Hebraism 
had formed itself out of that which was the essential element of Jud~ 
ism as opposed to Pharisaism and Sadduceism, and under the influence 
of an Oriental spirit. Out of this sprung next the idea of a more spirit. 
ual, primitive religion, which had been corrupted at some later period 
by -the importation of foreign elements; and among these corruptions 
was reckoned everything that was at variance with this mystico-ascetic 
tendency. There was an Ebionite sect, as we learn from Epiphanius,l 
which, rejecting as well the eating of flesh as the offerings of animals, 
explained the entire sacrificial worship as a thing foreign from primitive 
Judaism, and as a corruption. Christianity, contemplated from this 
point of view, must have been considered as a restoration of the origi
nal Judaism. From this sect proceeds a book under the name of Jacob, 
ava(3a{}p.o2 'Ia,,",pov, Steps of Jacob, (probably intended to denote the steps 
of initiation, with reference to the true Gnosis,) in which the patriarch 
is introduced discoursing against the sacrificial and Temple worship. 
With this ascetic tendency stood connected the rule which required a 
total renunciation of earthly goods, complete poverty, as an essential 
part of religious perfection; - whether such a tendency had already, 
before the appearance of Christianity, sprung up among the Jews, in 
opposition to the worldly spirit in Judaism, - just as the societies of 
spiritual paupers (the apostolici, the pauperes de Lugduno) sprung up, 
during the middle age, from an opposition of this sort, - or whether 
this tendency was first called forth by n, partial and imperfect appre
hension of the Christian principle.2 The Jewish spirit - although this 
was foreign from the original Hebraism - yet nevertheless manifested 
itself in the· whole outward character which it gave to the opposition 
betwixt the kingdom of the Messiah and the kingdom of Satan, as if 
the two were outwardly divided in the world, and the present earthly 
world belonged wholly to Satan, whilst the future had been committed 
to Christ. Hence those who would participate in the future kingdom 
of the Messiah, must look upon all the goods of this world as alien 
from them, and renounce every earthly possession. The members of 
this sect were willing to call themselves Ebionites, as the poor in spirit, 
and they traced back this inherited name to the circumstance, that their 
fathers, who formed the first church at Jerusalem, renounced all rights 
of private property, and lived in all unconditional community of goods.s 

1 Whether, as Epiphanius alleges, a per B This laudatory sense of the epithet 
Bon otherwise unknown, by the name of ii' t~, is referred to also in the words of 
Elxai, had so great influen~e in bringing Testamentum VII. in the Testaments of
about this modification of Ebionitism, we the twelve patriarchs, (c. 5,) where it is said

In the formamust leave undetermined. rcspect.ing the form of government in the
tion of a religious tendency of this kind, perfected kin<>dom of the Messiah: • ArlO,
very little depends, in any case, on the per 'I"pa~A. (3a",A."evt.lV ell" avrov, lv ral!'el~tI
Bonality of an individual. 

CrtL "at tv Il'Tc.lXd(%. 
~ I:)ee above, page 276. 

http:3a",A."evt.lV
http:ava(3a{}p.o2


The ~whether this is ille.correot explanation of the name, de
pends on ~, whe~er the name ~ employed onginally to .desig
Date oo1y • sinaJler portion of the Eblomtes, and afterwards ?bt~med a 
more general applie&tion, or whether that more ge!le!,al applica~lOn, o~ 
which we have spoken, was the earlier one, and this mterpretation of It 
first introduced at the stage of the above described peculiar modifica
tion of the Ebionite spirit. . . 

But with this ascetic tendency, however, we see a reaction of the 
original Hebra.ism. manifestin~ itself in the fact, tha~ th~s sect combat
ted the over-val~tion of celibacy; that they were inclined to pre,fer 
early marriage, according to the prevalent custom of the Jews, as bemg 
a. preservative against unchastity. This party must th~efore have been 
polemically opposed to those ascetic tendencies in the Christian church 
which favored the life of celibacy.1 ·7 

The peculiar Ebionitic tendency here described,2 appears in a very 
remarkable apocryphal book, called the Clementines, or the eighteen 
Homilies,S in which, as it is pretended, Clement, descended from a noble 
family in Rome, and afterwards bishop of the church in that city, gives 
an acCOlwt of his conversion and of the discourses and disputes of the 
Apostle Peter.· It is somewhat difficult, indeed, to separate here what 
belongs ro tile general tendency of that particular sect of the Ebionites 
which we last described, and tha,t which must be reckoned to the pecu
liarities of tile author, as they developed themselves amid the conflict
ing opinions of the second century. At all events, it may be easily 
seen, how !Io religious tendency and a work of this description might be 
oalled fOrth in some connection with these conflicting opinions. When 
the Jews, Judaizing Christians and Christians of pagan descent were 
standing in stern opposition to each other, when Judaism, attacked in 
various ways by the Gnostics, was placed in the most unfavorable light, 
the thought occurred to some individual of this particular Ebionitic ten
dency, to compose a work that might serve to reconcile those opposite 
views, - a work of an apologetic and conciliatory tendency, - a notice
able phenomenon in the ferment of that chaotic period, to which a new 
breath of life, setting everything in motion, had been communicated by 
Christianity, and in which the most heterogeneous elements could be 
fused rogether, what was really profound meeting and mingling with 
what was aJrogetber fantastic. The fundamental idea of the apologetic 
and conciliarory aims of this work, is the idea of a simple and origiQal 

1 So we may remlLl'k a simillLl' opposition, • I canuot deny myself the pleasure of 
proteeding from the same spiritual bent, directing the attention of the theological
among the Zabians, or disciples of John. public to a work which we are tosoon ex

Epiphaniu! speaks of these Ebionites pect from one of the most distinguished 
&8 • a partlstlll existing in. his own time. of our young theologians, the candidate 
It 18 certain that he had deny&! the inform Adolph Schliemann of Rostock, - contain
ation he gives us concerning them partlv ing a thorough investigation into the ori
&om his own personal intercourse with the gin, the end, the peculiar religious bent of 
Beet, and partly from other works of tbeirs mind, and the composition of this remarka
besides the Clementines. The CleIllflltines ble book j u.nd intended al~o to embrace a 
presuppose the existence of such a 8eCt, complete critical examination of all that 
IU)t that the writer of that work Bhould be haa been said till now on this subject, which 
teaarded &I the author of lIleb a ....tem. of late haS been so milch discussed. .. 'O,.wtU. -,- . 

30· 
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religion, proceeding from divine revelation, as the common foundation 
of Judaism and Christianity. The supranaturalist element of Judaimn 
is here presented in peculiar strength. In contemplating 80 many 
restless spirits, ever on the search for truth and tortured with doubts 1 
50 many conflicting systems of the philosophers, the author is ~ 
vinced of the necessity of a divine revelation; without which, man is 
certain of nothing but the most general principles of morality,:-.the 
consciousness that, as no one is willing to suffer wrong from others,80 no 
one should do wrong to others.2 Whoever seeks the truth, evinces by 
this very fact, that he is in need of some higher source, from which to 
derive the knowledge of it. He needs a criterion to enable him to dis
tinguish the truth; he holds that to be true which flatters his incJina. 
tions: - hence so many opposite systems. " He only who is under no 
necessity of seeking the trutn, he who has no doubts, he who knows the 
truth by means of a higher spirit dwelling within himself, which is su
perior to all uncertainty and all doubt, obtains the knowledge of the 
truth, and can reveal it to others." Thus the author arrives at the 
conception of the true prophet, from whose revelations all religious truth 
is to be derived.3 "Looking away from all others, men should entrust 
themselves to the prophet of truth alone, whom all, however ignorant 
they may be, can know as a prophet. God, who provides for the neces
sities of all, has made it easy for all, among both Greeks and barbari
ans, to recognize the person of such a revealer." "The first prophet 
was Adam, in whom, if in anyone, formed as he was immediately by 
the creative hand of God, that which is thc immediate efflux of the dI
vine Spirit, dwelt." The doctrine of the fall of the first man, is one 
which the author of the Clementines felt constrained to combat,4 as 
blasphemy against God.5 "On the man created after his own image, 
God, the alone good, bestowed everything. Full of the divinity of his 
Creator, and as a true prophet knowing all things, he revealed to his 
children an eternal law, which has neither been destroyed by wars, nor 
corrupted by godless power, nor hidden in any particular place, but 
may be read of all men." 6 In reference to this general revelation of 
God, it was consistent with the system, in the Clementines to affirm, 
"that the appearance neither of Jesus, nor of Moses, would have been 
necessary, if men had been willing, of themselves, to come to the 

1 See Vol. I. p. 8. of Adam, in which it was likewise asserted, 
2 Hom. II. c. 6: 'A/'1/{)cia, KpaTerV ov that Adam never sinned. 

Jvvaror laTal, Tr/~qv 1roAL1-da~ flOVT/f, Kat 6 Hom. VIII. c. 10: Na,uov ai':'vtov l'.!pl
,.avra fK£L1'q, rr,r; dtu TO cVAOyov YVWP'f5{)i) f5£V, ifAol" (perhaps we should read OAIJ", 
vat OVl'a/tEVTJC, ~ru; tKft(jT~ iK TOV Jir, {Je ,u1!rr vrro rroAt,uwv t,urrpTJrrfJijval ovvu,utvOV, 
Aft'll ,iOIKfif5t1al, TO;; ,u~ o,.;v al,AOV aO""iv ,uTJ,I' vrro af5c(3ovr; rlV0l' vrrovo{)ev0,uEvOV, 
TT;1J yv(;)(TU) 7raplCTnjrrtv. ,uhrr tvi rom,' arrOKeKpv!L,uevov, aAA" ,..tlutV 

8 Hom. II. c. 9. avayvwf5{}ijvat ovv",uevov. Without dou~t 
• Hom. Ill. c. 20 and 42. it was the author's design to oppo~e ~hiS 
6 We should hftve bctter means of judg ori"inal universal eternal law, sprmgmg 

ing in what sort of connection this view fro7n th~ rcvelatio~ of God's Spirit in t~e 
stood with earlier Jewish doctrines, if a tirst man, to the Mosaic Inw recorded m 
Jewi,i1 work were made known, which has the letter of scripture, which, as he ~ndeav
been cited by Eisenmenger, (Theil. I. Kap. ors to show in this work. must be liable to 
8, S. 336:) 011$ m3~, the purity, innocence all those defects from which that higher 

law was exempt. 
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knowledge of what is right (of what they must do, in order to obtain 
God's favor; for everythi~g depends on works.I ). "But since. ~his 
original revelation, which should .have been transmltted, by the livmg 
word, from generation to generatlOn, wa~ co:rupted over ~nd ov.er ~Y 
impure additions, proceeding from R? e~il prmClp~e, (a not;on whICh ill 

this book stands closely connected wIth I~S p~rv~dm~ doctrme, co:r:cern
ing the antithesis of the good and the evIl prmCiple m the whole hIstory 
of the world,) new revelations were requi~it~ to count~ract thes~ cor
ruptions, and restore the matter of that ongmal revelatlOn; and It was 
always that primal Spirit of humanity, the Spirit of God 'n Adam~ 
which, in manifold forms, and under various names, re-appeared ; 2_ 

where we have presented that view of the matter, - falling in·with the 
eclectic bent of the period, but in the East ever recurring from the 
oldest time, - which regarded all religions as different forms of the 
manifestation of one divine principle, or of one fundamental truth. 
Thus, Moses constitutes one of these forms of manifestation; and the 
religious law proceeding from him is one of the new revelations, intend
ed to restore the primitive truth. The author of the Clementines joined 
himself to that party of the Jews who exalted the Pentateuch above 
all the other books of the Old Testament. The Pentateuch alone passed 
with him as a book coming from divine revelation; yet he was far from 
acknowleding it as such in its whole extent. We see in him the first 
who disputed the genuineness of the Pentateuch, - being in this, as in 
many other respects, a forerunner of far later appearances; being the 
first, indeed, who availed himself of many of the arguments, which 
were afterwards again brought forward, independently of him, by later 
disputers of the genuineness of this work. He maintained, for instance, 
that the Mosaic doctrine, which was to be transmitted only by the living 
word, was re-written many times over; and that, until the Pentateuch 
reached its latest form, various foreign elements, conflicting with the 
truth revealed by Moses, were introduced, through the influence of the 
principle which ever seeks to corrupt the revelation of the godlike. 
~us he. could expl~in away as interpol~tions everything which contra
dicted hIS own ascetic tendency, and whlCh was made use of against it 
by the opponents of Judaism among the pagan~ and the Gnostics. In 
those cases where the Jewish theologians of the Alexandrian school 
sought to relieve a difficulty by explaining that the letter was the mere 
en~elope of an idea allegorically represented, the author of the Clem
entines would remove such a stone of stumbling entirely away by the 
application of .h.is expurgatory criticism. Thus he was forced to do by 
hIS c~osen posItion; for he was opposed to all allegorical shifts. He 
r~qUlred of. th~ prophet, that he ShOlIld express everything clearly; 
Wlth?ut ambigmty; SImply and comprehensively. Such, as it appeared 
to hIm, was the character of the discourses of Christ,3 _ though for 

1 Hom. VIII. c. 5: OVTe yilp all M",vO'i Uf.l4 TOir 6VOf'ClO'LV f.l0p~ilr U1AUO'O''''II, To" 
w~.. oVTe T'ij, TOV 'i1JO'oii 1rapovO'iar ;r:pd4 1tv aiWII4 Tpe;r:et.
d1rtp atp' e4vrWII Til w;WYOIi lIoeili tf3ov~ 

8 Hom. III. c. 26: 'P1JTil 1Tpor/J1/TEVet, 0'4,""liTO. IJI1i Uyet.
• Hom. III. c. 20: 'Or a1l" dpxijr 41i:lllor, 
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the rest, he indulges himself in extremely violent and tortllO\l8 inter. 
pretations, with a view to favor his own peculiar opinions. . 

Since the author of the Clementines required of the prophet, tha.t he 
should announce the truth in calmness of spirit, and in simple, clear and 
unambiguous language, with this requisition must correspond als~ the 
notion he formed to himself of inspiration, and of the prophet's mental 
state. He rejected the Platonic notion of an tvf)0IJ(Jta(Jp6~ corresponding 
to the pavia, - of an ecstatic state of the prophet, such as occurs in the 
Jewish theology of the Alexandrian school, and lies at bottom of the 
legend respecting the origin of the Alexandrian version. In the C88e 
of the true prophct, he would not allow that there was any such state 
of ecstasy, in which, borne onward by the might of a higher actuating 
spirit, the prophet announccd greater things than he could himself com
prehend. Such a state, he supposcd, did not agree with the nature of 
the divine Spirit, - for this is a Spirit of quiet and of order, - but 
corresponded to the character of the demoniacal spirit, which is & spiriG 
of confusion. Such states as might occur in pagan divination, and at 
the pagan oracles, ought not to be transferred to the true prophet. If 
a person is impelled, sometimes by this and at other times by that spirit, 
announces sometimes what the divine Spirit, and at other times what 
his own spirit suggests to him, then the criterion is wanting, by which 
to separate, in his discourse, the true from the false. The prophet, 
who appeared for the restoration of the true religion, and from whom 
men were to learn to distinguish the genuine from the spurious, in 
the earlier records of religion, would himself make it necessary to re
peat the same separation over again. The author of the Clementines 
had a true perception of the fact, that nothing analogous to the ecstasy 
is to be observed in the case of Christ; that thc whole style in which 
he expresses himself, testifies of a calm consciousness, always clear as 
to its own meaning, always self-possessed. But as it was the peculiar 
bent of many, in this period, to be looking for the full and complete 
everywhere alike, to allow of no gradual transitions and intermed!ate 
steps, so the author of the Clementincs requires in all manifes~ations 
of the prophetic gift, what corresponds to this complete conceptIOn of 
prophecy, as it was fulfilled in Christ; and all else he sets down 118 be
longing to false prophecy. The true prophet must be eyer, like C~rist, 
one with himself; must have with him the divine Spirit at all times 
alike.1 Now, as he could not apply this notion of prophecy to the 
prophets of the Old Testament; as he found in them a great deal th~t 
was obscure, a great deal expressed respecting the Messiah and his 
k~n~dom, whi?h, litcrally understood, - as everything announced ~Y 
dlVlne revelatlOn should be understood, - did by no means agree With 
the appearance and conduct of Jesus as the Messiah; so he looked 
upon all this as a mark of the spurious prophetic spirit, which was cal
culated to deceive. And so the Jews did, in fact, suffer themselves to 
be led astray, by this ambiguous or false matter in the prophets, when 
they were looking for a worldly Messiah,2 and a worldly kingdom of 

1 Hom. VIII. c. ll'and 12. S L. c. Co 22 and 23. 



tire· Me!!9iah f ~< ttre:r ~~e'WtFin' the Messiah, the son of David, 
not the Son of' God 1 iuidhenee' did not acknowledge Jesus as the 
M!!M&h' . ,;; ,'; ': . . ,', .. 
~e ~a.y well presmnethat, when m~ of the peculiar spiritual bent 

which cbaraeterized the'Essenes, became possessed of the idea of the 
Messiah, they would. s~ow t~em!'lelves to ,be opposed, o~ this .side also, 
to the common Phansatc notions, and would shape the Idea III accord
ance with their own mystico-ascetic spirit_ Such a peculiar shaping 
forms the ground-work of the Clementines. That Ebionit? idea of 
spiritual poverty, of which we have spoken above; that strlVlng ~fter 
emancipation from the world, which was opposed to the secular dIrec
tion of the religious sentiment among the great body of the J ewe, and 
the trace!! of which we perceive also in the Clementinee as the product 
of such a shaping of the Ebionite spirit, would lead to a corr,esponding 
mode of apprehending the idea of the Messiah and of his kingdom. 
Opposition to the secular and political element entering into the no
tion of the Messiah - to the views of the Chiliasts, would necessarily 
spring out of it; and so we find the case to be in the Clementines. 
Now as the author was incapable of understanding the organic histori
cal connection, following the law of constant progress, in the successive 
steps of revelation - the gradual emerging of the idea, unfolding itself, 
under the actuation of God's Holy Spirit, out of its temporal envelope 
-8'8 he was incapable of understanding this, he sees of course in every
thing that borders on that secular form of the idea respecting the Mes
siah, and on which the false expectation of the Jews had fastened, the 
pSeudo-prophetic element.ll 

. From these two opposite shapings of Ebionitism, which may be suc
ci1ietly denominated the Pharisaic and the Essenian,3 there would arise, 
in tlie next place, two opposite ways of contemplating the gospel his
tory, - of which the one would seek to get rid of all incipient appear
ances or the supernatural in the history of Christ's childhood, and of 
everything that would lead to the recognition of a higher nature and 
digmty there; the other would endeavor to expunge everything which 
represented him as the son of David,-the potentiated David.4 While 

1 Thus in Hom. XVIII. e. 13, the passa~ 
Matth. 11 : 27, is explained as spoken In 
opposition to the Jews, who in the Messiah 
58'" the 100 of David, and not the son of 
God. 

~ Hom. III. Co 22, 23, ete., where the con
trast between true and false prophets is 
seised with reference to this point. 

• By employing which term, however, we 
would not be understood to maintain, that 
this particular shaping of Ebionitism pro
t'Mded directly from the sect of the Eisenes· 
but we regard Eesenism as being only on~ 
particular manifestation of a religious bent 
of mind which extended still iatiber. See 
Vol. 1 p. 0&3, f. 

, The author of the Clementinea proba.
bly belonged to that class of the Eboonites 
who acknowledged the lupernal.llral birth of 
Christ; for in opposing those who acknowl

edged the prophets of the Old Testament, 
but did not reckon Adam among the proph
ets, he says, (Hom. III. c, 20:) "If one 
cannot discern the holy spirit of the Mes
siah in the man produced immediately by 
God's creative hand, (Tti> inro XEtp{jV {hoil 
KVO~OP7JiJtVTt aviJpoJ1rt,l,} 1r{jr erept,l Tl'V~ eK 
flvO'apar O'rayoJlDl; yeyev7Jpiv'fJ OtOOVr eXEtv, 
all TU p.iyt~ dO'ej3Ei 1" It seems implied 
here, that m the 18st form of manifestation 
of the Adam-spirit, there mnst have been' 
something analogous to the immediate ex
ercise of God's creative power as contra
distinguished from ordinary birth, tK p.vO'a
f1'" II'tlly6vDl;, (the way in which the false 
propheu came into existence.) It is trne, 
the question arise8 then, how he represent
ed to himself the origin of others, whom he 
reg8.rl1ed DO less as forms of manifestation 
of the primal spirit. 

http:element.ll
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the great mass of .worldly minded J e:vs were unwilli!1g to. acknowledge 
J esns as the MessIah, because they did not find reahzed III him every 
feature of the Messiah's image presented to them in the prophet1!' 
while the Christian church teachers, without distinguishing the peculia; 
positions held by the prophets in the development of the Theocracy 
from the more advanced position of Christianity, contrived byallegori
cal shifts to introduce the fully developed Christian scheme into the 
prophets; while the opponents of Judaism among the Gnostics laid hold 
of the discrepancy between the appearance of Christ and the idea of 
the Messia'h contained in thc letter of the prophetic writings, to prove 
that an absolute opposition existed betwixt Judaism and Christianity;
the author of the Olementines opposed to all this anothcr view of the 
idea of inspiration and of the prophetic gift, by which, while the divine 
character of the Mosaic religion was uphel(l, the writings of the proph
ets were represented not as constituting any part which belonged to the 
progressive completion of that religion, but as something wholly alien 
from it. He may have attached himself to a sect among the Jews 
which exalted Moses far above the prophets, and which placed the 
writings of the prophets, to say the least, far below the Pentateuch.l 

Thi8 view of the corruption of the original truth by becoming inter
mixed with foreign elements in the records of revelation, stands con
nected with a remarkable idea concerning the process of the develop
ment of religious faith, and the law observed by the revelations of God 
to mankind. That intermixture was designed, for instance, for the 
special purpose of trying the godlike temper in man. 'l'he conscious
ness of God, love to God, should be so strongly developed in the IDan 
of piety, as to reject at once as spurious all those declarations at vari
ance with it, which have become incorporated into the records of relig
ion. The criterion, accordingly, in this case, was in the disposition;
ever.Y thing was to depend on the cherishing of a disposition in which 
genuine faith had become rooted.2 " 'rhe Holy Scriptures do not lead 
men into error, but only cause the hidden disposition of everyone to 
be made manifest. Thus each man finds a God in the Holy Scriptures 
such as he would have him to be." 3 In another recension of this 
work, the Recognitions of Olement, which arc known to us only in the 
shape given to them by the version of Rufinus, this idea is also applied 
to God'~ mode of revealing himself in the works of nature and in the 
entire life of humanity; " that which may create doubt every where ac· 

I Epiphallills knew of an Ehionite party, 
who !'e('oiv(',1 the I'entatt'llch alone '" the 
divine hook of the Old Testament, yet did 
not admit the authority "ven of this in its 
whole extent, and who :leknowll>d~cd Christ 

. alone as It t!'ue prophet, and rcprc,cntcd 
the proph"!' of the Old Testament us 
prophets cTldowe(! mel'ely with hllman in
sig-ht, (J"liVi(JU')f 7rrH)I~~nU;, Kat oirf( (IA1/19fiar. 
IImrc,. 30. e.. t5 "t tH. A deprccilltion of 
the proplH,ts ~I'rifl;.dng- out of !'.omc such 
:EhioTli!c prin'·ip\('. we tind desel'ibcd also in 
the words of MNho(lillS, who wrote in the 
beginning of the 4th century: 'E~ iJia~ KL

"'WfWr rOll, 7rpo<p~TGr ILE?alL~Kfvat. I? 
Cornbcfis. hihliothecle grrecor. patr. surtan· 
nrn novissirnum Pars 1. f. 113. Paris, 1672. 

" As to t.he cnr! which the introdul't.ion of 
those false dcrlarations, (n:'v i3Ana(pil!,~V 
7rf(J1K07rWVJ were to subserve, the IIoffilhcs 
say: TOlJro yiYOVfV ./Loy", Kat K(J,a", f"rw, 
l?U7.tl9-W(1£11, rivfr To/ip(;)alv Til Ka,ra TO'll 

ttr"" },pa<pil'ra <p11L7/Ko",\ "XEll', rIVEr ~f 
(J'TOPY~l T?} rrp(>r ai'TUV Tel KaT' avTOV ~eyn
!lfVa Il~ IJ.Ol'OV (liTtrrn:Zv, UAI.a 1J.1jOf ri,Jv 
Cl(J;rl)v (lKot'flV uviXEO"'Ual. Hom. II. c. 8S. 

B Hom. XVI. e. 10. 
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companying tha.t which leads to faith in a divine pr?vidcnce." 1 It!s 
interesting to observe, how the author,pf the Clementmes was led b:y hIS 
peculiar cosmological and theological system to express, for the first tJ~e, 
that great and fruitful idea which the p~ofound Pascal,. froI? an entlr~
ly different point of view, has so beaut~fully ~nfold~d m hIS .apo~ogetlC 
" Thoughts; " - the idea in which vanous. dllficultles,. stand~ng m the 
way of religious faith, first meet their solution, and whICh pomts to the 
true connection between believing piety and liberal science. 

Strongly prominent as the. concept~on of outward .revelation, of the 
authority of a. true prophet, IS made m . the Clemen~mes) nO less. car~
fully notwithstanding is the author of thIS work on hIS guard, as IS eVI
dent from what has been said, against giving a one-sided outwardnes8 
to the supranaturalist principle. The universal revelation proceeding 
from Adam becomes - as we see - at the same time, an inward one in 
the conscience. Every new revelation, by which the matter of the first 
was to be restored to its original purity, is calculated with reference to 
the inward state of recipiency, the inner consciousness of God and of 
truth. The good man dares to believe nothing, on whatever authority 
it may be presented, which stands in contradiction with God (the gen
eral idea of God) and with God's creation. The nature related to 
God is the spot where the inner revelation of God takes place. In the 
truth, implanted by God in the depths of the human mind, all other 
truth is contained; - the revelation of the Divine Spirit does but bring 
this up to consciousness.2 This revelation of God, coming forth from 
within, is something higher and more trust-worthy than any revelation 
by visions and dreams, which, after all, is something without the man, 
and pre-supposes in him an estrangement from the God, who stands to 
him in so outward a relation.3 

According to the doctrine of this work, then, the first father of the 
human race was moved by the love of his children, scattered through
out the world, to appear once more on the earth in the person of J eSllS 
himself, for the purpose of purifying the original religion from the addi
tions which distorted it. This purpose of his appearance is intimated 
by him, when he says, Matth. 5: 17, " Think not I am come to destroy 
the law,4 but to fulfil." What he has destroyed, then, cannot possibly 
belo~g to what he calls the law, to that primitive religion.5 He appeared 
particularly for the purpose of extending his blessings to his other chilo 
dren, to the Gentiles, and of delivering to them also that pure primi
tive religion, which ~ad been constantly handed down by a cons~crated 
few among the Jewzsh people.6 Hence the doctrine of Christ is alto
geth~r one with t~e pure and original doctrine of Moses. The Jewish 
mystIc, the Esseman or any person of that class, who embraced Chris

• 1 Ni~il omnino est, quod fidem providen opap.fm,w "at lvv1f"1)tc.w, ra oe 1rPO, ¢iAQV
tUIl faclat, et non babeat e contrario aliud tlrop.a Karil. ttrofta. ..
ad in8delitatem paratum. Recognition. I. 

4 Tbe words "Toil, 1rpO¢~Ta," are arbiVIII. c. 53. 
trarilyomitted bere, because tbe prophets 'Ev r; tv lJ,.av tic ~EOV rtUeicrg U1reppa_ were not recognized by the author. 

TtICi:Jr 1riftla lvetlrt~ ~ aA~UEla, ~6oii tI~ 6 Hom. 111.• 51.;(ELp2 tI/Ce1l'erat /Cat a1rOlCaAV1rTtrat. GTil. ';11"' ali:Jvor tv Kpv1rTijJ ';~iolr 1rapa,.
• Hom. XVII. § 18: Til rt;r 6pyi}r tit' 4t46fIDJa K1JpVtltll.lv. 
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tianity, was not obliged to adopt a new doctrine; the doctrine of Christ 
was for him but a confirmation of this earlier religious belief; he OI11y 
rejoiced to behold that secret doctrine now made the common property 
of mankind, - a thing which before seemed to him impracticable. fa 
Jesus he witnessed a new appearance of that Adam, whom he had c-. 
stantly reverenced as the source of all that is true and godlike in h. 
manity. " None but the father could so love his own children;. 811 
Jesus loved men. His greatest sorrow was, that he must. be strivea 
against by those in their ignorance, for whom he strove as his children; 
and yet he loved them that hated him, yet he wept over the disobe
dient, yet he blessed them that blasphemed him, yet he prayed for his 
enemies; and these things he not only did himself, as a father, but also 
taught his disciples to pursue the same course of conduct towards men 
as their brethren." 1 

Hence, then, the conclusion -" that thc same primitive religion is 
to be found in the pure doctrine of Moses, and in Ohristianity; -he 
who possesses the former, may dispense with the latter; and he who 
possesses the latter, with the former: -provided the Jew does not 
blaspheme Christ, whom he knows not, nor the Christian, Moses, whom 
he knows not. But he who is counted worthy of attaining to the 
knowledge of both, to find in the doctrine announced by both but one 
and the same truth, is to be esteemed as a man rich in God, - one 
who has found in the old that which has become new, and in the new, 
that which is old; -an allusion, doubtless, to the passage in Matth.13: 
52.2 The Jew and the Christian owe it entirely to the grace of GOO, 
that they have been led by these revelations of the primal man,";" re
peated under different forms, one by Moses, another by Ohrist,-to 
the knowledge of the Divine will. After they have obtained this, then, 
without any help from themselves, that which now does depend on 
themselves is, to carry out in their conduct all that is prescribed by 
Moses or by Christ. It is in this way, too, they entitle themselves to a 
reward." 

Now if we must recognize, in the author of the Olementines, after 
this exposition of his system, the representative of some J ewish pri~ci. 
pIe of doctrine, peculiarly modified 1:y a tyay of thinking closely allied 
to Essenism, a principle according to which the work of Ohrist is not 
prominently set forth as the main point, but Ohrist is considered simply 
in the light of a teacher and lawgiver, the revealer of the truth which 
had been previously taught and transmitted as a secret doctrine;
then it becomes evident in what sort of relation, or rather opposition, he 
must have stood to the teachings of the Apostle Paul. The Jewish 
principle, apprehended in this exclusive and one-sided manner, was wont 
to express a peculiar hostility to this Apostle; we may expect, therefor~, 
to find the same hostile relation existing in the case before us. It 18 

true, Paul is no""here mentioned by name; but the author may have 

1 Hom. TIl. § 19. uvr;p tv rJtl;> 1rAOVatof ICa'l'1JP,rJ!,7/'I'al, '1',1; fl 
II Hom. VIII. § 7 j nA~V " 'I'/r Ka'l'a~U" upxaia via '1'1;> XPOVfJ KC~ 'I'U KGWU 71'aAC14 

,9-eL1/ 'I'oilr u!'1>o'l'epov r 17nyvwval, we !,Iiir VtVO'lKt.r. 
(MatTllal.iar v1r' av'l'Clv KfK1JfYVy,.,.n.1/C, oV'I'0C 
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had his re&8Qllll for preferring to attack the principles of the Apost1~, 
without introducing his name; and this Yo the course~ctually taken III 
the epistle of Peter to James, prefixed to the Clementines; 1 where, by 
the unknown enemy, who corrupted the doctrine harmonizing with tlIe 
Mosaic law whioh WW! preached by Peter, no other person can be un
derstood th:m Paul_2 If it was of any consequence to the author of the 
Clementines to carry out the idea of his work in a c~nsistent manne!, 
without playing his part faJsely, he could allow nothing to bE; seen III 
the present but the germ of the future; and was obliged to represent 
tlwBe tendencies of his own time, which he really meant to combat, as 
though they had been already a~acked in their principle. by th~ Apos
tle Peter. Accordingly he WlSailS several of the tendenc16s which fi~t 
began to a.ppear in the bud during the second century, such as. Gnosti
cism perhaps aJso Montanism; but he transfers them all to the contem
poral-yof the Apostle Peter, Simon Magus, who, on account of the 
opinion entertained of him in the first centuries, was very generally re
garded as the representative and forerunner of all the heretical tend~n
cies of later times. As Peter is the representative of the pure doctrme 
of revelation; so in his view every thing conspired in the person of 
Simon Magus to denote the blending together of all erroneous tend(ln
cies in one image, wherein the analogies to individual appearances in 
later times cannot be distinguished,with certainty. In the sense of the 
author, the Pa.uline doctrine concerning the relation of the gospel to 
the law belonged, without any doubt, among the number of these. And 
the remark is, in all probability, aimed against the Apostle Pal!l, when 
Peter says to Simon Magus, " Why should Christ have remained ·with 
his disciples and instructed them an entire year,3 if one might be formed 

1 This perhaps did not proceed from the 
same aUlhor as the Clementines. So we 
might conclude from the fact, that he dif
fen from the Clementines in his view of the 
Old Testament prophets, inasmuch as their 
divine anthority is presupposed, and only 
the necessilJ of having a key to the right 
nnderstandlDg of them !lrgued from the 
ambiguity of their language. 

t It is very evident that Peter alludes to 
what is related in the epistle of Paul to the 
Galatians, when he says: "I see already 
the beginning of the e,il j for some of the 
Gentiles have rejected the doctrines taught 
by me, which are in harmony with the law, 
baving adopted an anti-legal and fabulous 
doctrine from the man who is my enemy, 
(TOii t;r!Jpoii uv8pCnrov avof'ov TtVa l(a2 
'A~ 'lrpol11Jl(a(,evot otoaO"/(aliav:) And 
this 18 what some have undertaken to do 
even during my life-time, wresting my 
worda by various false interpretations, to 
the Illbvenion of the law, as if I also were 
really, though I did not openly express it, 
of tile same opinion_" 

• A 81lppoeition, of which we find many 
InoeI even in writers belonging to the firSt 
century, and which might have euily orig-
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inated in the defective chronologicaJ. ar
rangement of events 'in the gospel history, 
as we find it the synoptical writers. Had 
the author known, however, from the gos
pel of John, that the ministl'y of Christ lasted 
several years, he assuredly had special good 
reason for putting down sev<:ral years instead 
of one. We shall find it probable, there
fore, that he made no usc of John's gospeL 
Yet there are to be found in the Clemen
tines declarations of Christ, which bear a 
close resemblance to the altogether peculiar 
type of Christ's discourses as exhibited in 
this gospel, and which appear so nearly the 
Bame with particular sayings of Christ, 
which are nowhere to be met with but in 
this gospel, that we cannot avoid perceiving 
them to be essentially identical. We must 
either suppose, then, that these sayings 
came to the knowledge of the an thor 
throngh some other collection or nalTative 
drawn from the gospel of John, or that he 
found in his evayyillOv I(a-&' 'Ef3palov~ snch 
words of Christ taken from tradition, which 
John has communicated in the original 
connection in which they were spoken. The 
latter will appear to have been the true state 
or &he case, if we compare the form of these 
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into a teacher by a vision? If, however, thlJU hast been made Iloll'&po&
tIe after having been instructed by him in a momentary appearanoe 
then preach his words, love his apostles, and fight not against me, wW: 
have lived in his society." 1 There appears also to be some allusion to 
the reaction of the Jewish Christian scheme against the Pauline type 
of doctrine, which took place at the close of the age of St. Paul, when 
Peter lays it down as a law, that, as the appearance of falsehood must 
uniformly precede the revelation of the truth, - Simon Magus having 
preceded Peter, - so the false gospel must first be spread by a teacher 
of error, (Paul,) and then, after the destruction ot the temple, the true 
gospel must be secretly disseminated, for the rectification of the subse
quent heresies, (in accordance with that taste for mystery which char· 
acterized a tendency so closely allied to Essenism ;y~ and so likewise at 
the end of all, the Antichrist would precede the appearance of Christ. 

It must have proved difficult, it is true, for that rigid Ebionitism 
which maintained the perpetual validity of the Mosaic law, when the 
Christian church had once established itself on an independent footing 
among the pagans, to make proselytes from among the members of that 
body; but it seems to follow, notwithstanding, from the words of Justin 
Martyr, which have been cited above, that such attempts still continued 
to be made in his time, and not always without success; for he speaks 
of Pagan Christians, who had been induced to unite the observance of 
the Mosaic law with the Christian faith. 3 

As it would appear, then, from the exposition which has been given, 
that there were various grades of difference amongst those who were 
inclined to the Ebionite way of thinking, so there were also such grades 
of difference amongst the Pagan Christians in their relation to the EM
onites; from a mild and tolerant, intermediate tendency, to downrigh& 
opposition. In the8e diversities, too, we meet once more with those 
various shades which had already begun to appear in the apostolic age. 
On both sides, error could find some point of union. That tendency 
which strove to reconcile the differences between Jewish and Pagan 
Christians, might be led wrong by the habit of surrendering itself too 
much to the influence of the Jewish spirit; the more repulsive tenden· 

sayings, as they occur in the Clementines, 
with the fonn in which we find them in the 
gospel according to John. 

1 Hom. XVII. ~ 19. 
2Hom. II. c. 17: TIp,jrov "'fVor, oel 

£AiJeiv fvayyiALOv V1fO 7rAuVOV ,111eu;, Kall-{J' 
OViWr, peTu KafJaipefTlV TOU ayiov ";07rOV, ev
ayyD.lOv aA1}I1i:, /Cpv</>a OLa7UIL</>I1i!vat. 

8 Justin's words are, (L c. f. 266:) To,), 
de 1fedJop.EvOVr aVToh' lrrl. r~v iJ.1~lofwV rro
AtUlav fleTa Toii </JvIJuI(Jetv TIl" d, TOV 
XP'(JTOV Toii I1wii '\floAoyiav /Cal (Jwl1~(Jf(J. 
flat t(Jw, v1roAafl{3uvw. We take it for 
granted, in the view of the matter which 
we have given in the text, that the author 
is here. speaking not of Jews but of pagans. 
On the other hand, the Diaconus C. Scmisch 
in his Monograph on Justin Mllrtyr, (Theil 
II. S. 236, Anm. 1,) a work distinguished 

for profound, extensive and candid inqu~, 
understands the author as alluding in thIS 
case also to Jews. But since, in the preeeti. 
in.,. passllo-c those Jewish Christians have 
be~n de<c~ibed who were for constraining 
the pagans to observe the Mosaic law, I do 
not see how we can suppose that Jews are 
meant ao-ain by "those who followed them, 
and pas;'ed over to the observanr;e of the 
law." The latter mnst necessanly be a 
different class from the former, and there
fore pagan Christians only can .be meant. 
It is evident, moreover, that Justm does n~t 
express himself with the ~ame mi.ldness m 
speaking of the latter, as m spealtlng of ~e 
fonner j for with regard to ~ne class . e 
simply testifies his disapprobatlon, bnt -v:;~ 
regard to the others he says doubtfulll' e 
believes they would perhaps be saved. 
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ey might in· this way be pushed onward to an ultra Paulinis!ll, brea~ing 
loose from the connection of all the other types of apostolic doctrme, 
and gradually passing over into the province of Gnosticism. Th~se 
more rigid Pagan Christians, who by no means adhered to the gen~e 
principles of St. Paul, we find represented by that class of wh?m Justin 
says, that they pronounced the like sentence of condemnatl?n .on all 
who still observed the Mosaic law, even those who were not WIshmg to 
obtrude it on the Gentile Christians; maintained that such could not 
be saved' and renounced all Christian fellowship and all manner of 
int{lrco~e with them.l The milder tendency of the Pagan Christian 
party is presented ,to us, on the other hand, in the person of J ?stin 
Martyr himself. He is ready to extend the right hand of fellows~llp to 
those Jewish Christians, who, although they observed the MosaIC law 
for themselves, yet were not for obliging the Gentiles to do the same. 
He knew how to overlook the weakness of a subordinate position,\! 
which must present itself in the interval between Judaism and Gentilism ; 
to distinguish an inferior and still defective stage of Christian knowl
edge, from the heretical element. But even on those Jewish Cbris
tians who, while they maintained the absolute validity of the Mosaic 
law, yet united with it faith in Christ, he pronounced no anathema, ex
cluding them from sah'ation, but simply witnessed that he could not 
agree with them. And, what is still more, even from the less excusa
ble Gentile Christians, who had allowed themselves to be drawn away, 
by the deceptive representations of Judaizing proselyte makers, to adopt 
the Mosaic law, even from these he ventures not to exclude all hope of 
salvation; he says, they may perhaps be saved by their faith in J esns as 
t~eir Saviour. He is ever true to the principle of the apostolic church, that 
faith in Jesus as the Messiah is the sole ground of salvation; and this 
faith he still acknowledges to exist, even where it is accompanied with 
all defective Christian knowledge. So mildly did he judge respecting 
those who were still entangled in that error; although he must have 
knoWll, without doubt, that they were far removed, not only in their views 
of the Mosaic law, but also in their opinion concerning the person of 
Christ, from what he considered to be Christian truth. He speaks ex
pressly, also, of those who recognized Christ barely as a man born of 
men,3 and ,,:ithout adding any harsher word, he simply says, he does 
not agree WIth them,4 because he held only to the doctrine of Christ 
and of the prophets. He was under the necessity of speaking with 

1 M'I6e ItOtv.",.,'v ofttMar ;, lcrriar TOtr it was ohserved just before, tbat the doctrine 
TOtoVTOtf ToAf{jvrrf. ofa preexisting divine nature of the Messiah 

S ala rot; ~.ver riir YV~)''1r, as he ex was one peculiarly foreign to those tif their
presses it. race, viz. the Jewish, we might be led to 

.' Ed. Colon. f. 267. It is the Ebionites, conjecture, that Justin expressed himself 
~thout douht, whom he has particularly in thus: "!;lence there are many of your race, 
view here; although other Christians of (of JeWIsh descent,) who do indeed ac. 
similar views may be meant at the same knowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but hold 
time, if we may assume that the reading him to be a. mere man." We do not ven. 
of the manuscript is COrrect: "Twor a?!'o ture, however, to pronounce the reading
rot; ~f-'€Tipov )'EVOVr. " Yet taking into " v/1eT£pov" to be the one necessarily re
eolisideration, that the phrase "v,urrpov quired by the context. )'wo," is a designation of the JeWB, and tha.t 4 01, ob crvVTWeuw, 



364 CORRUPTIONS OF EBIONITISM. 

more sharpness against the Gnostics, since by these, as will hereafter 
be shown, the fundamental doctrine itself of the historical Christ Will 
attacked. 

This mild tone of judgment with regard to the Ebionites by no means 
warrants us, then, to suppose that Justin himself was inclined to Ebi(). 
nitism.1 The very manner in which he expresses himself with regard. 
to the J udaizing Christians~ as parties with whom he had no sympathy 
is sufficient evidence to the contrary, - as well as the Pauline element 
of his Theology,2 respecting which there can be no mistake. Indeed, 
how could that man be possibly inclined to Ebionitism, who could assert 
that Christians of a more genuine stamp sprang from the midst of the 
pagans, than from the midst of the J e-ws,3 - who gave it to be under. 
stood that thc genuine and full understanding of Christianity must first 
proceed from the pagans. 

Such mildness in passing judgment on the different stages of devel· 
opment in Christianity did not, indeed, last for any length of time. It 
is only among the Alexandrian church teachers that the traces of such 
mildness once more make their appearance; and indeed this was a pe
culiarity which stood connected with their whole tendency of mind, 
hereafter to be described. Thus Origen 4 again recognizes in these Ebi(). 
nites weak brethren, whom Christ notwithstanding did not reject; for 
he was even to them the Messiah, from whom they expected all their 
help, although they acknowledged in him only the Son of David, not 
the Son of God. In his fine allegorical exposition of the story of Bar
timeus, Mark 10: 46, he represents the blind man who accosted Jesus 
as the Ebionite, and the many who bid him to be silent, as the be
lievers from among the heathen, who for the most part have higher 
views of the person of Jesus. " Rut," he continues, "although the 
many bid him be silent, he cries still the more, since he believe.s on 
Jesus, although he believes on him rather after the human manner,s 
and says, Son of David, have mercy on me." 6 

From Ebionitism, however, we must distinguish7 certain elements, 
possessing some affinity with Ebionitism, but involving a grossly mate
rial view of Christianity, since they adhered to the sensuous envelope 
of the letter, and failed of penetrating to i.ts spi.rit; that materialist ele
ment of the religious spirit, in affinity with the Jewish position, which 
betrayed itself, for example, in the anthropo-morphism and anthropo-pa

1 As is maintained by many in modem 8 See above, Vol. I. p. 63. 
times. For the historv1tnd also a thorough 4 Matth. T. XVI. c. 12. 
refutation of this opinton, consult the above 5 rr,ure"",v [LEv l1rt TOV 'Inuoyv, IwlfptJ
cited work of Scmisch, (Th. II. p. 233.) 1rlKiJrepov or. 1rU1TeVl.JV. , 

2 That he never quotes St. Paul by name, 6 011'lvcr rrap' oMyovr I1.rravrcr rrcrrurrrv
can he no evidence to the contrary; although «au£]! aVTUV lK rrap~ivov yC)'cv~rn'Jal.
we should not be inclined, with Scmisch, to 'fhis theorv. in the germ, is to be found 
account for this silcnce on the ground that in Clement or" Alexandria: 01 ItEV 1!'OAAO! 
the Dialogue cum Tryphone was written vie tJ.aj3ir5 tUnuov [LE fA-eyov, bAiYOl oE vl3v 
expressly with reference to the Jews. We tyiYVOlUKOV TOY ~coii. Strom. 1. VI. f. 680. 
find elements derived from the apostle ,Tohn 7 The neglect of t4is distinction, lind the 
also in the same work, although John is too indiscriminate application of the I.erm 
nowhere named; and in general, with the Ebionitism, hnve, in recent times, glV.en
exception of the scriptures of the Old Tes occasion to many arbitrary historical com
tament, no writing is cited by name but the binations and hypotheses. 
Commentaries of the Apostles. 
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thism of the doctrine concerning God; in the low, worldly views of the 
kingdom to be founded by O¥at ?D-ea.rtb:; in ChiJiasm.. A. tendency 
of this kind might easily take Its nse also m pa~l~m, smce It found a 
ready point of union in the sensuous element of spmtual culture gener
aJly; and this would, of.itself, stand fo~ p~o~ne~tIy as the first stage 
of ev.olution until the influence of ChrIStianity, like the leaven, had 
more' fully Penetrated .the entire mode of ~g. .Although we find 
among Jewish tendenCies tb.e first traces of an mternnxture of the theo
cratic principles of the Old and New Testaments, and hence the trans
ference of the Old Testament priesthood into the Christian church? yet 
it by no means follows, that this corruption of the great Christian prin
ciple, concerning which we have spoken in the history of the church 
constitution, is to be traced ultimately and every where to such a 
source. We see the opposite case to this in the Roman church, where 
the development of the Christian life, which proceeded in the first place 
from a Pauline, Gentile Christian principle,2 could afterwards; through 
that outward and formal notion of the church- which found its point of 
attachment in the political element of the Roman spirit, make open 
room for the reaction of the Jewish element that had been vanquished 
by Paul. 

This new intennixture of Jewish and Christian principles contributed 
to caJl forth the reaction of that opposite tendency of mind, already de
scribed as to its great features in the introductory remarks to the pres
ent section,- we mean the Gnostic tendency, - which at length must 
bring about a total separation of Christianity from its organic connec
tion with Judaism. But Gnosticism is one link of a greater series of 
phenomena peculiar to this period, originating in the vast interchange 
among nations which this age witnessed, the contact of the East with 
the West, and the intermingling of the Eastern and Western spirit, 
such a series of events as occurs in history only at rare intervals. 

We see how Christianity announces itself to the East and the West 
as a. new power in the history of the world; how oriental and occidental 
minds are attracted by it, and peculiar combinations of both are formed 
under the influence of Christianity; a proof of the great energy with 
which it begins to operate on the spiritual life of the Eastern and West
ern na~ons. A. transient, though stupendous phenomenon indeed, but 
premomtory of the enduring influence which Christianity was to pro
duce in more distant future times. This series of phenomena we now 
propose more distinctly to consider. 

&:b 1DAich originated in tits blendill!J of Christianity with ancient Oriental VielL's. 

The. list?f the~e .comm~nc~s with the grea.t family of the Gnostic 
sects, m whICh thIS mtermmghng of the old oriental spirit with Chris
tianity made its earliest appearance. We shall speak first therefore 
of the 

1 On this ground, we find BSl!erted alrea. 2 See the evidence in favor of this origin 
~: (in Testament, IV. of Judas. c. 21,) of the Roman church, in my Apostol.
AUdebrand's principle of the subordination Zeitalter, Bd, I. S, 384 if, We shall return
of ~ kingdom to the priesthood: 'Dr {nrep to the subject once more in another connec· Axe, ol!pa~, rl1r }'ii" ~T(,jr vffepiXt£ IteoiJ tion. 

uparda rl1' Iff! ;1, /3at1'Mia" 


~J1. 
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Gnostic 8ects .. 

General Remarks on th~ Ori!Ji.n and Charac~er ~f these Sects, on their Common CharacterUtir., 
and the Specific Differences, COTistuutmg the Grounds of their Suhdivision. 

To appreciate rightly the historical importance of this great phe
nomenon, we must contemplate it from several different points of VIew. 
We perceive in it, in the first place, the reaction of the aristocratic 
spirit, r,uling supreme in the life and making itself felt in the religion 
an~ p~llosophy of the old w?rld, against t~~ Christian principle by 
WhICh It was overthrown, a~amst the recogmtlOn of one religious faith 
whereby all the distinctions hitherto subsisting among men in relation to 
the higher life were to be abolished, and all united together in one 
higher fellowship of life. As the aristocracy of knowledge and culture 
had at first spurned this faith with contempt, and set itself in hostile 
opposition to it, so afterwards, when Christianity had found its way among 
the educated men and seekers after wisdom, the same principle was at
tracted itself on many sides by Christianity, and sought to incorporate 
itself with it. To such a tendency the very name employed to desig. 
nate this phenomenon, the Gnosis, refers, which denotes the religion of 
knowledge and of one who knows, as opposed to the faith of thjl multi· 
tude (rrlaT!r Tilv rroAAilv.) We have seen 1 how already among the Alex· 
andrian Jews such a philosophic system of religion had been formed 
under the influence of Platonism, which would exalt itself above, or set 
itself up in opposition to, the common religi()us faith. Such a tende?cy 
now found its way into Christianity. But in the present case, Orlen· 
talism was added to Helh;nism, - the Oriental Theosophy to the Pla
tonic philosophy. As on the practical side, in church life, the old 
distinction between priesthood and laity had insinuated itself into the 
development of Christianity, so here we perceive a similar reaction of 
the ante-christian principle on the theoretic side. As we find the~e t~e 
antithesis between priesthood and laity, so here we find ~he antlth~slS 
between knowers and believers, - a hierarchy of another kmd. :BeSide 
that practical distinction between the spiritual and the secular class, .the 
other distinction established itself, which had grown up in the theoretic a! 
domain, - the distinction between the privileged natures, the men of 
intellect, whose vocation it was to know, the 1rV£VftaTtKOl, and the r?de 
mass of the 1j;vXLKOi, who could not rise above blind and implicit ~al.th. 
We may observe uniformly, that all reactions against the ChrJstl~n 
principle are first called forth by occasion of some defective or diS
colored vi{)w of that principle, an;l Itl'e directed against this: and we 
cannot fail to see, that it was so in the present instance. If greater 
rrominrTIce had been given in the church to the genuine Pauline conceF' 
ti()n of f:lilh, thii! reaction, origin~ttiDg in an over valuation of knowle~ge, 
(that which Paul himself designated by the phrase <1O~iav 'f/uiv,) IDIg?t 
have arisen indeed; yet the elcI'ation of mind which is grounded ill 

1 See the account of the Alexandrian theology in the general Introduction. 
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the essence of faith as thus understood, would not have been so easily 
overlooked. But this conception bad now become generally very. much 
obscured' and instead of it there was to be found only the notIOn of 
faith in the sense of trust on outward authority, which by itself alone 
could not obtain the reward of eternal life, but must have added to it 
besides, good works actuated by lov~. Such. ~ faith might :vi~h g?od 
reason be characterized as a subordmate posltlOn of the ChnstIan hfe, 
somethinO' which was more truly Jewish than Christian; and this fur
nished G~osticism with a plausible reason for its depreciation of faith.l 
Acrain it cannot be denied that faith, taken according to that outward 
vi~w of it, often placed itself in direct. opposition .~ the stri~ing after 
knowledge; holding fast on every thmg as p081twe, as gIven from 
without, as an aggregate of separate, positive doctrines and precepts. 
But in Christianity, while faith was the starting point, inasmuch as it is 
the principle of completion for all that is purely human; so the craving 
after knowledge in religion was, without overstepping the limits of a 
strict conformity to nature, also to find its satisfaction. It was neces
sary, when Christianity entered into the spiritual life, that out of it 
should grow the craving to arrive at some clear consciousness of the 
connection between the truths communicated by revelation and the al
ready existing mental possessions of mankind,-as also ofthe internal 
harmony existing within the sphere of Christian truth itself as an or
ganic whole. But wherever such a craving, instead of being met and 
satisfied, must be violently suppressed, the one-sided tendency of the 
Gnosis found in this some ground of justification. An exclusively the
oretical tendency opposed itself to an exclusively practical onc, and the 
deficiency of the latter tended to introduce the former.2 

The nature of Gnosticism, as a reaction of the antique principle in 
religion against the Christian, stands closely connected with another 
point. The opposition both between an esoteric sacerdotal doctrine 
~nd an exoteric religion of the people, and between a philosophic relig

1 The late Dr. M"ohler made Gnosticism 
a precursor of Protestantism, and in en
deavoring to carry out his position, made 
use of many arguments partially grounded 
in truth. Among these half truths belongs 
the following: that Gnosticism, so far as its 
polemical attitude to the dominant church 
IS concerned, did undoubtedly agree with 
Protestantism. But there was this differ
ence; that the opposition in the two ten
dencies sprang out of an altogether differ
ent positive principle. In Gnosticism it 
originated in a purely theoretical principle, 
a conc2ption of the Gnosis which was for
eign from the ground-position of Christi
anity ; - in Protestantism, on the other 
~and, it sprang out of the Pauline concep
tion of faith, once more restored and rein
stated in its rights. M,u-cion alone consti
tutes an ex('cption, and he mav with more 
propriel!1 be styled a precnrsoro(Protestant
18m. Thus at the basis of this whole theo
ry of Mohler lies the truth, that Gnosticism. 

in so far as it was a reaction against the 
Jewish element that had become mixed in 
with Christianity, was a precursor of Pro
testantism; to which, however, it must be 
added, that as this reaction in Gnosticism 
proceeded from II different principle, so it 
was carried to an extreme which led to error 
of another kind. Marcion constitutes an 
exception in the first respect, not in the last. 
But as a Jewish element mixed in with 
Christianity is perceived in Catholicism 
when considered from the Protestant point 
of view, so on the other hand Gnostic ele
ments might be naturally exp~cted to mani
fest them~elves in Protestantism, as viewed 
from the Catholic position. 

2 Thus Origen told his friend Amhrosius 
he had been conducted to 8 false Gnosis: 
'A1rOPlt;t -rwv rrpe(1/3E1JOvTc.JV TU KpdTTova, 
PTt ~ip(,)v 1"Ttv UAOYOV Ka2 1&(')1"IKTtV 1Tll1T!V. 
Orig. T. V. in Joann. § 4. T. I. p. 172, ed. 
Lommatzsch. 

http:rrpe(1/3E1JOvTc.JV
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ion and a mythical, popular faith, has its necessary ground in the root 
that antiquity was destitute of any independent means, adapted alike ~ 
all the stages of human culture, for satisfying the religious want. Such 
a means was supplied for all in the faith in great ltistorical facts on 
which the religious consciousness of all men alike was to depend. The 
emancipation of religion, as wcll from all dependence on the elements 
of the world, of which emancipation we have spoken in the history of 
worship, as from dependence on the wisdom of the world, which knew 
not God in his wisdom, was thereby secured. Now, as in the history 
of worship we observed a reaction of the earlier principle, which would 
force back religion once more under the yoke of the elements of the 
world; so in the Gnosis we observe a reaction of this kind, whereby 
religion was to forfeit on another side the freedom achieved for it by 
Christ, and to be made again dependent on human speculation. Chris
tianity gave a simple, universally comprehensible word for the solution 
of all the enigmas which had occupied all thinking minds; - a practi
cal answer to all the questions, with the answering of which speculation 
had busicd itself in vain. It disposed the hcart to a tone of feeling, by 
virtue of which, doubts which could not be resolved or got rid of by the 
efforts of speculative reason, were to be practically vanquished. But 
Gnosticism would make the system of religion depend once more on a 
speculative solution of all these questions; would in this manner first 
lay for it a firm foundation and provide for the correct understanding 
of it, so that men were in this way first to learn to comprehend Chris
tianity, first to attain that true firmness of conviction, which no longer 
depended on any external fact. 

Now, with regard to the speculative element in these systems, we may 
remark that it is not the product of reason divorced from history, and 
resolving to draw the whole out of its own depths. As we noticed in 
the general Introduction, men had turned back again from the rational
ist principle, with which the bloom and vigor of the ancient history 
ended, into which Greek and Roman culture finally resolved itself, and 
had bcgun to search after the vestiges of the revelation of divine things 
in ldstory. The empty void into which a mere negative philosophy 
merges, had taught the human spirit, craving after the real by virtue 
of an instinctive necessity, to seek again after a more positive philosO
phy. We have seen how, in this way, the efforts of a revived Pl~ton
ism to explore and compare together the theolofJumma of ancient peo
ples, had arisen. The example of a Plutarch has shown us how this 
tendency, proceeding out of Platonism itself, led to the fountains of the 
ancient East. Platonism aimed to incorporate itself, it is true, with 
every thing else; as this indeed resulted from the peculiar character 
of the Grecian mind; but itself procured an entrance thereby for the 
Oriental spirit, and the latter now revolted aO'ainst all dominion of the 
Grecian spirit. It was for subjecting the Grecian element to its o~n 
sway, and in its lofty flights soared far beyond the limits within whlch 
the Platonic philosophy had caused reason, confined wholly within it
self, to remain contented. The profound Plotinus felt himself calle~ 
upon afterwards to restore the original Platonism, as he believed It 
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should be syst6matica.Dy understood, to.i~ purity and in~ependence. 
He must seek to release the Grecian Bpmt from the domm~on o~ the 
Oriental· must stand forth· as the defender of the old Hellemc philoso
phy a.~t the haughtiness and pride of the Ori~ntal spirit, as he saw 
It exhibited in the Gnostics.l 

Accordingly we may trace, in the Gnostic systems, diff~ren\l ele
ments, although not blended together ~fter the same manner In ~ ,
elements of Platonic philosophy, of JeWIsh theology, and of old Onental 
theosophy; and a more enlarged acquaintance wit~ the different re
ligious systems of interior Asia might perhaps furnIsh many new par
ticulars, throwing light on the connection of these systems; but at the 
same time, great caution 'should doubtless be employed, lest, from an 
agreement which might spring from an inner ground, from the same 
essential tendencies of human nature, which result in like phenomena 
under like circumstances, the conclusion should be directly drawn that 
there had been some inter-communication from without. This Gnosis 
arrayed itself against Judaism, as a religion too material, too earthly, 
too co~ed, too little theosophic; -for how devoid of spirituality, how 
bald, how diminutive and empty must Judaism have appeared indeed, 
to men of this intellectual bent, compared with the old, colossal reli
gious systems of Asia; although, to him who understands the great pur
pose which religion is designed to answer in behalf of mankind, this 
same comparison which led them to despise Judaism, first discloses its 
full worth in relation to the religious development of humanity. Those 
ancient religions seemed, in their enigmatical shapes, where man is 
inclined to look for lofty wisdom much more than in what is simple, to 
pro~e them far greater insight into the questions which excited their 
mqumes. 

Among the old Oriental systems of religion, Parsism, or the doc
t~es of Zoroaster, had particularly, by means of the intercourse of 
nat.lOllS through many ages, and the power of the Dualistic element, , 
which found a point of sympathy and union in the prevailing tone of 
the. minds of this period, acquired great credit and influence, - of 
w!llch the Gnostic syst.ems are themselves an evidence. Yet this doc
tnne ap~ea.rs here not to have been seized in a way suited to the origi
nal ~PInt of Parsism; for this was a practical spirit. According to 
ParsIsm, the. creation of.the good principle uniformly comes first; pow
ers ?f the. kmgdom of lIght are everywhere at work in the world; _ 
Ahnman IS. but the disturbing and destructive principle. While~ the 
votary of thIS system exercises an active and formative influence on 
~ature, governs and directs its wild energies and sets limits to destruc
tion, he acts as a warrior in the service of Ormuzd for the overthrow 
of A~riman. But i~ the Gnostic systems, though not in all alike, this 
practical element, thIS love of nature retreats farther into the back
ground. A~other spirit has here.perv~ded and remodeled this scheme. 
The pow~r of the ungodly principle in the world appears greater; and 
hence ansea the tendency to represent the spirit in affinity with God aB' 

1 See Ennead. n, 1. IX. 

http:ap~ea.rs
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abstai:mng froI? nature, whic~ is. alien from it, rather ~an. aft exerting 
upon It a shapmg and formative mfluence. We recognIZe ill the <moe: 
tic systems, considered on this side, rather the spirit of Brahmanism 
and especially of Buddhaism, - that longing of the soul for rele~ 
from the bonds of matter, (the world of Sansara,) of nature; - for 
reunion with the primal spirit, from whom all life has flowed; that 
striving after entire estrangement from human passions, and from all 
sublunary things, which strove to pass beyond the limits of finite exist
ence. Though there is no need of looking after causes in the shape 
of external influences, to account fur such a direction of minds, which 
might easily take this peculiar tone from inward causes, without any 
impulse whatever from without; and although even such external influ~ 
ences themselves could not well be comprehended in their significancy, 
without that point of union in the inner development of the spiritual 
world, which has just been referred to, yet we have reason, notwith· 
standing, to suppose an influence also of tendencies and ideas originat
ing in those remote countries of the East. New investigations and 
discoveries have pointed out the way through which Buddhaism might 
spread its influence, even to districts within the compass of the Roman 
empire. 

Although the Gnostic systems contain elements which had been de
rived from various ancient systems of religion, yet they will never 
admit of being explained as resulting simply from the mixture or com· 
bination of such elements; - it is a living principle peculiar to thmn
selves, which animates most of these combinations. In the first place, 
the age in which they were produced, stamped them with an altogether 
peculiar character; for we may often observe that, in times of great 
excitement, certain tendencies are imparted to a whole series of intel· 
leetual phenomena resulting from such times, even where they stand in 
no outward contact or connection with one another. There are certain 
tendencies and ideas which exercise a wonderful power over everything 
belonging to such periods. At the present time, it was the power of 
the Dualistic principle, which harmonized with the prevailing temper 
of the age, and in which the latter saw itself reflected.1 The ground. 
tone in many of the more serious minds of this period, was a conscious
ness of the power of evil, a feeling of dissatisfaction with the existin.g 
state of things, aspiration after something beyond the limits of thiS 
earth, the felt necessity of some new and higher order of things. T~ 
fundamental tone also pervades the Gnostic systems; but upon thiS 
fee~ing Christianity exerted an altogether peculiar influence, without 
whlCh the greater part of the Gnostic systems would have come to an 
entirely different result. It was the idea constituting the peculiar 
essence of Christianity, the idea of redemption, whir.h modified this 
fundamental tone of those systems; although they were capable of seiz
ing this idea only on a single side, and not in its whole compass and 
with all the consequences resulting from it. When, in the Gnostic ays· 

1 Just as the progressive movement in acquired, so the progressive move~ent in 
our own time enablcs us to explain the the period of which we are .S~eakU:lg,. ex' 
power which the Pantheistic principle has plains the power of the DualIstic pnnclple. 
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terns, the amuing impression is described, ,!hich the appe~rance of 
Christ produced in the kingdom of the DemlUrge,. as reveahr:g a new 
and mighty principle which had entered the pre~mcts ~f thIs. lower 
world, this was but a. reflex image of the po~erfulImpressI.on ,!hlCh the 
contemplation of the life of Christ, and of hls deeply workmg influence 
on humanity, had left on the minds of the founders of t~ese syst~ms. 
It is evident how all earlier institutions seemed to them, m companson 
with Christianity as nothing; how the latter appeared to them a~ the 
commenoement of a. great revolution in the life of th~ race. The ldeas 
of the restoration of a disturbed hannony of the umverse; of the con
ducting of a. fallen creation back to its ori~inal sourc~; of the ~euni?n 
of the earth with heaven; of the revelation of a hIgher, godlike life 
in humanity a. life transcending the limits of mere human nature; of 
a new proce~s of development which had entered into the whole earth
ly system of the world - these and such were the ideas which, from 
this time onward, fonned the central point of these systems. The pecu
liar and distinguishing aim of these Gnostics is, to grasp the appearance 
of Christ, and the creation proceeding from him, in their connection 
with the whole evolution of the universe. In that theogonic and cosmo
gonic process of theirs, in which they go back to the original ground 
of all existence, everything is refen'cd backwards and forwards to the 
fact of Christ's appearance. What the Apostle Paul says respecting 
the connection of the. redemption with the creation, they made the 
central point of a speculative system, and endeavored to understand 
speculatively. 

As it res~ects the partioular class to which their speculations belong, 
these Gnostics are Oriental Theosophists,. - men with whom, for the 
most part a.t least, the Oriental element had far the preponderance over 
the Grecian. They differed radically from the thinkers of the West. 
They moved rather amidst intuitions and symbols than conceptions. 
Where the Western thinker would have framed to himself an abstract 
conception, there stood before the soul of the Gnostic a. living appear
ance, a living personality in vivid intuition. The conception seemed 
to. him to be a thing ~thout .life. In the eye of ~he Gnostic every
thing becam~ hyposta~ed, which to the w:estern thInker existed only 
as a. conception. The Image, and what the Image represented, were, in 
the Gnostic's mode of rep~e~entation, often confounded together; so 
~t the o~e could not.be ~~Vlded ~ro~ ~he other. Hurried along, in 
sp.tte. of himsel.f, from mtwtlon to mtuitlOn, from image to image, by 
the Ideas floating before or filling his mind, he was in no condition to 
evolv~ these ideas. and p~ace them in the clear light of oonsciousness. 
But if ~e tak~ p&lDS to sift out the fundamental thoughts lying unde
veloped m thel1' symbols,. and to unfold them clearly to our conscious
ness, we shall see, gleaIDI~g t~ugh the s~rface, many ideas, which, 
though not unde~tood by thel1' contemporaries, were destined, in fat 
later ages,.to be BelZed upon onoe more, and to be more fully carried 
out by a SClenoe regenerated through the influence of faith.! Intuition, 

1 We mean, e. g., the ideu lying at lhe attached themselves to Judaism, respecting 
root 01 the 8J1tems of thoso Gnostics who the connection of the Old with the New 
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anticipating the lapse of ages, here grasped in an immediate way what 
the proccss of logical analysis was to master only after lonO' and ;arious 
wandcrings beyond and short of the truth. 0 

The questions about which they especially busied themselves were 
these: how to explain the transition from the infinite to the finite? _ 
how to conceive the beginning of the creation? - how to conceive of 
God as the author of a material world, so alien from his own essence? 
- whence, if God is perfect, the imperfections of this world? _ 
whence the destructive powers in nature? - whence is moral evil, if a 
Holy God is man's creator? - whence the great diversity of natures 
existing among men themselves, varying from minds which may prop
erly be called godlike, to those which appear to be utterly abandoned 
to blind passions and without the vestige of a rational and moral 
nature? 

Here Christiani'ty separated entirely what belongs to the province of 
reli~ion, from what belongs to speculation and to a merely speculative 
interest. And just by so doing, Christianity preserved religion from 
the danger ri confounding things divine with the things of this world,
the intuition of God with that of nature. It directed the eye of the 
mind beyond that whole series of the phenomena of the world, where, 
in the chain of causes and effects, one thing ever evolves itself out of 
another, to that almighty creative Word of God, by which the worlds 
were framed; so that things which are seen were not made of things 
which au appear. Hebr. 11 : 3. The creation was here apprehended, 
as n,n incomprehensible fact, by the upward gaze of faith, which rose 
above the position of the understanding, the faculty which would derive 
all things from one another, which would explain everything, and hence 
denies all immediate truth. This one practically important truth, the 
church was for holding fast in the doctrine of the creation from noth
ing ; - taking her stand in opposition to the ancient view, which would 
condition God's act of creation by a previously existing matter; and 
which, in an anthropopathic manner, conceived of Him, not as the fr~e, 
self-sufficient Author of all existence, but as the fashioner of a matenal 
already extant. The Gnosis would not acknowledge any such limits to 
speculation. It would explain - clear up to the mental vision, how God 
is the source and ground of all existence. It was thus obliged to pl~ce 
in the essence of God himself a process of development, through whICh 
God is the ground and source of all existence. From overlooking. the 
negative sense of the doctrine concerning the creation from nothmg, 
it was led to oppose against it the old principle," Nothing can c.o~e 
out of nothing." It substituted in place of this doctrine, the intUl~lve 
idea of an eflux of all existence out of the supreme being of the DeIty. 
This idea of an emanation admits of being presented under a great 
variety of images; under the symbol of an evolution of number~ out 
of an original unity; of an eradiation of light from an original light; 
of a development of spiritual powers or ideas, acquiring self-subsistence; 

Testament; respecting the relation of the Christianity; respecting inspiration, and the 
prophetic clement in the Old Testament to or!,anic connection in history generally. 
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of an expression in a series of syllables and tones, dymg away gradu
ally to an echo. . 

The idea of such an emanation answers to an obscure presentIment, 
_ deeply seated in the huma:n. soul, - of the .poftitive elem~nt lying ~t 
the root of the negative defimtiOn of the creatiOn from n?thin.g; and III 
this presentiment it found a. foot-hold; ~ut at the same tll;ne It gave oc
casion for a host of speculatiOns, by which men would easily be led fur
ther astray from, and in effect, would entirely lose sight of, the practi
cally important ends of religious faith. . 

According to this view, God was represented as ~he self-mclude~, 
incomprehensible and original source of ·all perfection} From this 
incomprehensible essence of God to finite things, it is impossible to con
ceive of an immediate transition. Self-limitation is the starting point, 
whence a communication of life on the part of God - the first passing 
into manifestation of the hidden Deity - begins; and from this pro
ceeds all further self-developing manifestation of the divine essence.~ 
Now, from this first link in the chain of life are, in the first place, 
evolved the manifold powers or attributes, dwelling in. the divine 
essence, which, until that first self-affirmation, were all hidden in the 
abyss of that essence; each of which attributes presents, on one par
ticular side, the whole divine essence, and to each of which, in this 
view, are applied the appropriate titles of God.s These divine powers, 
evolving themselves to self-subsistent being, are hence the germs and 
principles of all further evolution of life. The life contained in them 
developes and individualizes itself more and more; and in such a way, 
that the successive grades of this evolution of life are ever sinking 
lower, the spirits ever becoming feebler, the further they are removed 
from the first link in the series. Here, we must admit, the Gnosis, 
in attempting to explain the incomprehensible, falls continually into an
thropopathism, and, without being aware of it, transfers to the eternal 
the relations of time. 

But supposing the origin of a purely spiritual world in affinity with 
God might thus admit of being explained, that the evolution of different 
grades of perfection in the spiritual world miaht thus be made clear to 
the i.mag.ination.;-yet how explain, by an ~manation from God, the 
startmg mto eXIstence of the sensible tlJorld,. how account for the ori
gin of evil? Even with regard to this last mentioned problem, the 
rock on which speculation has so often split, injuring in no slight 
measure the attribute of God's hoHness and the freedom of rational 
accountable beings, the Gnosis was for giving speculation an unbounded 
range. If God has bestowed on man a free will, and if this free will is 

1 ~he Unfathomable Ahyss, (l3V&or,) ac sides its primitive signification, eternity, is 
cordmg to V Identine, exalted above all pos. used by them to denote sometimes the 
sibilit~ of desil1nlltion, - of whom, properly Etr:rnal, as a distinguishing attribute of the 
speaking, nothmg can be predicated; - the Supreme Essence, sometimes those ori!!inal 
",,,aTov0f'auTof of Basilides, the wv of Philo. elivine powers above described, sometimes 

~ A 7rPWT1J KaTa'A1J..p'r eavTov, the 7rp{jTOV the whole emanation·world = 7r'A"p"'l'a, as 
kaTa'A1/7rTOV TOV ~mv, hypostaticaUy repre. contradistinguished from the temporal world. 
sented in II l'oiir or il.0YOf. In the last mentioned sense it is employed 

8 Hence the different meanings given by by Heracleon. Orig. T. XIII. in Joann. 
the Gnostics tQ the word alwv, which, be· c. 11. 

VOL. I. 32 
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the cause of evil- said the Gnostics - its cause reverts back to ,G.d 
himself. They would not allow of any distinction between permission 
and causality on the part of God.1 We see, in fact, how it is, that if 
speculation is not content to acknowledge evil as a fact, as the ac~ of 
the creaturcly will forsaking its natural dependence on God, and to be 
explained from no other Cause or quarter; if speculation must explain 
evil or its origin; then it must be driven either to violate God's holi
ness and deprive the opposition between good and evil of its objective 
significancy, thus undermining the ideas of moral good and evil as ~ 
their essence, by tracing back the causality of the latter to God, which 
doctrine does indeed lie involved in Pantheism; - or else it will limit 
God's almighty power, by supposing an absolute evil, an independent 
ground of it beyond the divine control; which is done by Dualism. 
Yet Dualism is driven, notwithstanding, to the very thing which it chief
ly labors to avoid. Thc idea of evil, which it would firmly maintain, it 
must really sap at the root, inasmuch as it imputes it to an outward 
cause, and makes of it a self-subsistent nature, working with necessity; 
and thus it must, at the same time, involve itself in the contradiction 
of supposing an independent existence out of God; therefore, since ab
solute independence (aseity) can bc predicated only of God, a God 
who is not God, not good. In avoiding the first of these rocks, the 
Gnostics foundered on the last. 

They deemed it necessary to unite with the doctrine of emanation 
that of Dualism, and sought to explain by the commixture of two hos
tile kingdoms, by the products of two opposite principles, the origin of 
a world not answering to the divine idea, with all thc defects cleaving 
to it, all the evils it contains. And this hypothesis opened a wide field 
for their speculations and their fanciful images. At this point were 
evolved two different modes of contemplation, which still, however, in 
these times of religious and philosophical eclecticism, do not stand SO 

directly opposed to each other, but often come in contact and com
mingle at various intermediate points; - and in the end they are found 
to be based on the same fundamental idea, though conceived on the one 
side under a more speculativc, on the other, under a more mythical 
form. In one of these general schemes, the element of Grecian specu
lation, in the other that of Oriental intuition, chiefly predominates; and 
hence these different modes give rise to the distinction of an Alexan
drian and of a Syrian Gnosis (which latter was particularly modified 
by the influence of Parsism) - in so far as these two forms of Gnosis 
may be opposed to each other in abstracto, without any reference to the 
caS"es where, in the varied phenomena of these times, they are found ~ 
intermingle. In the former, the Platonic notion of the VI.1/ predom'l
nate8. This is the dead, the unsubstantial- the boundary that limits 
from without the evolution of life, in that step-wise progression whereby 
the perfect is ever evolving itself into the less perfect. This VI.1/, again, 
is represented under various images - as the darkness that exists along 
with the light; as the void (KivwfLa, KEVOV) in opposition to the fulness 

1 Til p~ 1Cc.lI.VOV, a!1"tov tU1"IV, their usual motto in opposing the doctrine or the church. 
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6r the alvine lire' as the s'hado'W that accompanies the light; as the 
chaos the st8.!rnant dark water. 'This matter, dead in itself, possesses , 0'. . A li~ f rt .by its own nature no active power, no n~8US. s l~ ~ every so. IS 

foreign to it, itself makes no encroachment on t~e divIDe. But smce 
the divine evolutions of life (the essences developmg themselves out of 
the progressive emanation) become feebler the further they are removed 
f'rom the first rInk in the series; since their connection with the first 
becomes more loose at each successive step, hence, out of the last step 
of the evolution proceeds an imperfect, defective product, which cannot 
retain its connection with the divine chain of life, and sinks from the 
world of lEons down into the chaos ;-or-which is the same notion 
somewhat differently expressed - a drop from the fulness of the divine 
life spills overinto the bordering void) Now first, the dead matter, by 
commixture with the living, wh!ch it wanted, receives animation. But 
at the same time also, the divine living particle becomes corrupted by 
mingling with the chaotic mass. Existence becomes multiform; there 
springs up a subordinate, defective life. The foundation is laid for a 
new world; a creation starts into being beyond the confines of the world 
of emanation. But since now, on the other hand, the chaotic principle 
of matter has acquired a sort of life, hence there arises a pure active 
opposition to the godlike - a barely negative, blind, ungodly nature
power, which obstinately resists all plastic influence of the divine ele
ment: hence, as products of the spirit of the VATJ, (of the 7nlEV/la OAtKOV,) 
Satan, malignant spirits, wicked men, in all of whom no reasonable, 
no moral principle, no principle of a rational will, but blind passions 
only have the ascendancy. There is the same conflict here as in the 
scheme of Platonism, between the soul under the guidance of divine 
reason, the 1>oiif, and the soul blindly resisting reason,2 - between the 
frpot>ota and the avuYl<1J, the divine principle and the natural. 

As Monoism contradicts what every man should know immediately
the laws and facts of his moral consciousness; so Dualism contradicts 
the essence oC reason which demands unity. Monoism, shrinking from 
itself, leads to Dualism; and Dualism, springing from the desire to 
comprehend everything, is forced by its very striving after this, through 
the constraint of reason, which demands unity, to refer back the duality 
to a prior unity, and resolve it into this latter. Thus was the Gnosis 
forced out of its Dualism, and obliged to affirm the same which the 
Cabbala and the New Platonism taught; namely, that matter i8 nothing 
else tkan the 'Mcessary bounds8 between being and not-being, which can 
be conceived as having a. subsistence for itself only by abstraction4 - as 
the opposite to existence, which, in case of an evolution of life from God 
must arise as its necessary limitation.s In some such way, this Dual~ 
ism could resolve itself into an absolute Monoism, and so into Pantheism. 

1 According to the schemes of the Opllites , Bya ;.oro, v61%r, according to the New 
&lid of Bardeaanea. Platonilts. 

I See Plato leg. lib. X. p. 81 - 91, v. IX. j 6 Thus the Gnostics in lrenreus, Lib. II.
eeL Bipont. Plutarch. Quat. Pla.klniCle, e. 4, are careful to defend themselves against qUo IV: the charge of Dualism: Continere omnia 

a A. it wen die ouler Ihell of aie&euee, patrem omnium, et extra Pleroma esse nihil; 
~..,t"., .•." 'fie et id, quod extra et quod intu~- dicere 008 
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The other scheme 'accommodated itself more to the Paraio dOC). 
concerning Ahriman and his kingdom ; - a doctrine which it would 'be. 
natural, especially for those Gnostic sects which originated in Syria., t()! 
appropriate to themselves. This theory assumed the existence of &1l 
active, turbulmt kingdom of evil, or of darkness, which, by its encroao. 
ments on the kingdom of light, brought about a commixture of the ligh~ 
with the darkness, of the godlike with the ungodlike. Different as theB& 
two modes of contemplation may appear in description, yet we may recog
nize in them both the same fundamental idea. In all cases where the ~ 
ter mode of contemplation becomes somewhat more speculative, it passes 
into the former; as will be seen in Manicheism, which, more than any 
other Gnostic system, wears the stamp of the Parsic religion; and in all 
cases where the former mode of conception assumes a more poetic dress, 
strives to present itself more vividly to the imagination, it passes im
perceptibly into the latter; 1 and this it might do sometimes with the 
distinct consciousness, that the whole was but a symbolical dress, where
by abstract conceptions were to be rendered more vivid to the imagina
tion. We have an example of this kind in the profound thinker, Ploti
nus, who was very far from being inclined to substitute a conflict of 
principles beginning at a certain point, in the place of a development 
going on with immanent necessity, from first to last, even to the ex
treme bounds of all existence. 

Even among the Platonists there were those who supposed, that along 
with an unorganized, inert matter, the substance of the corporeal world, 
there existed from the beginning a blind, lawless nwtive power, an un
godlike soul, as its original moving and active principle. As the 
inorganic substance was orgamzed into a corporeal world by the plastic 
power of the Deity, so by the same power, law and reason were com· 
municated to that turbulcnt, irrational soul. Thus the chaos of the 
{jA1/ was transformed into an organized U'orld, and that blind soul into 
a rational principle - a mundane soul, animating the universe. As 
from thc latter of these proceeds all rational, spiritual life in humanity j 
so from the former proceeds all that is irrational, all that is under the 
blind sway of passion and appetite - all malignant spirits are its proge
ny. It is easy to see how the idea of this ..pVX1; {LAoyor, brooding over 
chaos, would coincide with the idea of a Satan originally presiding over 
the kingdom of darkness.2 

In the system of the Sabreans, or disciples of John,s which was allied, 

secundum agnitionem et ignorantiam, sed 
non secundum localem distantiam. The 
lower creation was comprehended in the 
Pleroma, velut in tunica maculam. 

1 As, for example, when Plotinus repre
sents matter as being seized with a longing 
after light or the soul, and describes how it 
darkens the light in attempting to embrace 
it. Plotin in Enneas. I. lib. VIII. c. 14: 
"fA1/ 7l'apovua 7l'pouaLTfi, l<aZ olov tvox?,ei, 
Kat elr Til tiT'" 1rapeMJeiv I:M"et, Tr;V O£ 
lI').Aall..ptV Kat TO eKu-&ev tpwr eUKOTW<1e TV 
ut;et. 

~ See Plutarch. de animlll Procreat. e 

Timreo, particularly c. 9. Opera ed. Hutten. 
T. XIII. page 296. . 

3 This sect of the Sabreans, (/3a7l'Ttl11'at, 
from .v~~,) Nazareans, Mandeans, (accord
ing to Norberg, from 1'1;, Ila-&r;ral or )'V1o)

<1TlIWi,) evidently took its origin from those 
disciples of John the Baptist, who, contrary 
to the spirit and intention of their master, 
adopted, after his martyrdom, a course hos
tile to Christianity. We find t·raees of them, 
mixed up with fabulous matter, in the 
Clementines and in the Recognitiones CI~ 
mentis, perhaps also in the *llepo{3a'ITTLaTfJiC 
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l 
beyond. d.oubt, by aerin.ti.on, with the ~yrian GnosIs, there do.as ~ppear, 
indeed, to ha.ve been an independent kin~om of ~arkness, w~th Its own 
powers; but this has no influence 0I!. the hi&her kingdom of ligh.t. Th~ 
thought conceived by one of the genn belongmg to the world of light, of 
separating himself from the great p~m~ Fountain, for wh~se glory all 
creatures should exist and of establIshing a separate and mdependent 
world in cha.os _ was the original cause of the intermingling of the two 
kingdoms-4he beginning of the visible world, which is founded .on 
territory won from the kingdom of darkness, from chaos; and whlC.h 
now the powers. of darkness, impatient o~ ~iencro.achment on t~eIr 
province seek eIther to wrest away and brmg mto theIr own possesSIOn, 
or else ~ destroy. When the genius who belongs to the third grade in 
the evolution of life, when Abatur reflects himself on the dark water of 
chaos, there springs up from his image an imperfect genius, formed out 
of the mixture of this light-nature with the substance of darkness, and 
destined to a gradual transfiguration. This is Fetahil, the world-builder, 
from wltose awkwardness results all the imperfections of this world.

l 

Also in the system of the Syrian Bardcsanes, matter is represented as 
being the genitor of Satan. 

Thus it is evident enough here, how the modes of conception pecu
liar to the Syrian and to the Alexandrian Gnosis pass, on this side, 
over into each other. It might also admit of a question, perhaps, 
whether we can properly speak of a Gnosis originally Alexandrian; 
whether Syria is not the common home of e:verything that goes under 
this name, - whence it was merely transplanted to Alexandria, in 
which latter place it received a peculiar stamp from the Hellenic, PIa
tonizing tendency which there prevailed. At Alexandria, such a 
Gnosis. could easily find many points on which to attach itself, in a cer
tain Jewish, ideal.philosophy of religion already existing there; but in 
this, however, the Platonic and Western element, whieh confined itself 
more strictly to the pure ideal position, and did not directly hyposta
tise the idea into intuitions, too strongly predominated to admit the pos
sibility of its resulting, without the influence of the pure Orientalism 
from Syria, in the peculiar character of the Gnosis. 

It might be thought, that this two-fold theory would have resulted in 
a corresponding difference of practical 8pirit. As the Syrian theory 
supposed an acti.ve kingdom of evil, which was one and the same with 
the kingdom of matter, we might conclude from this, that it made the 
renunciation of this hated matter and its hostile productions the great 
point in its system of morals. Since, on the other hand, the Alexan

lind yaAtMiolr of Hegi~ippu~ j see F. Walch .. by Gesenius, in the Jenaischen Literatur· 
de Sabreis ':Omment. Soc,. Reg. Gott. T. Zeitung, J. 1817, No. 48-51, and (Kleu· 
IV. Part. philo!. From thIS sprung up sf· ker's !) review in the GOttingschen Anzeigen. 
terwards a sect, whose system, formed out 1 The idea here mav be compared wholly 
of the elements of an older eastern theoso· with the Ophitic i~ea ·of the Ophiomorphus 
phy, has an impor~nt conn~tion with the (~below,) although the latter, in the Ophi: 
~toryof ~he Gno.slS. A cnhc~l.examlna. tIC system, appears possessed of a malig· 
lion ~ their most Important re~lglO1i8 boo~, nant nature j and yet to. Ophitic system, 
published by Norberg, the Llber AdamI, so far as it concerns its speculative ideas is 
may .furni~h mu;h additi~nal info~maLion in very many respects nearly related to the 
on this subJect. See a reVIew of thIS wotk Ale:undrian system of Valentinus. 
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drian (}noaia considered matter in the light of an unorganiled .. _ 
stance, and the divine as the forming principle of matter, we • 
suppose that it would adopt no such negative theory of morals, but. be. 
inclined rather to make the active melioration of the world, by ~ 
power of the divine element, the principle of its moral system. TJUe, 
conjecture would be rendered still more probable, by comparing sever~ 
of the Alexandrian with the Syrian systems. 

But we must see, as we enter more deeply into the matier, that t4e 
difference of practical tendencies is not so much grounded in the diffllll' 
ence of these principles, as it is true that a different shaping and ap
plication is given to the principles themselves) by virtue of the diversity 
of intellectual bents; and that all the principles derived from other 
quarters receive, through the general, intellectual bent whieh appropri
ates them to itself and the peculiar spiritual temperament of this period, 
an application which needed not necessarily to flow from them, by them· 
selves considered. We have seen,l indeed, how Dualism, in its primi~ 
tive form among the Persians, by no means carried along with it the 
tendency to an ascetic, inactive renunciation of the world; but h<IW aa 
active life, and the exercise of a plastic influence on the outward world, 
in the conflict for the kingdom of light, developed itself therefrom. 
And yet the same principle received, through the influence of the pre
vailing tone of mind in this period, another application. But in Plato
nism, two points of view were proposed, and its practical influence was 
conditioned by the predominance of the one or the other. On the one 
side, Platonism represented the soul as the plastic power in the world; 
- it made the ideas actualize themselves in becoming, stamp them
selves in the fJII". The self-manifestation of these ideas, striving ~ 
overpower the vII", should press forward to meet their kindred spirit, 
in ita contemplation of the world in all its aspects,- in all appearances' 
of the beautiful and good. Through the symbols - though inadequate 
to the original type - of the ideal harmony of the universe in the sen
sible world, the recollection of the original Former himself was t() be 
called up in the spirit that belonged to the higher world, and the crav
ing after this awakened within it; - by means of this contemplation, 
the soul was to become gradually winged. But on the other side, Pla
tonism taught that there was a resistance of the flllT! against these ideas, 
which was not to be entirely vanquished; it presented to consciousness 
that opposition between the idea and the manifestation, which could 
never be overcome. According to this view, evil is, in this world, a 
necessary antithesis to good. This is inseparable from the relation of 
the idea to the ill.,,; and hence it is only by contemplation, rising to 
the spiritual world of ideas, that one can soar above this opposition, 
which must always necessarily continue to exist in this lower region. 
At all events, it was from this position that the aristocratic principle 
o.f the an~ient world" of which we have. before spoken, took that direc· 
tlOn, by VIrtue of WhICh the contemplatIve life was exalted far above 
the practical; as in like manner, this defec t _ th()ugh more or less 

1 See above, p. 376. 
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1Jempered, in proportion to the greater or less reaction of the C~ristian 
rinciple _ clea,Ye8 to the Gnoetie systems generally. No~ m pro

p t' as the <me or the other of these sides of the Platome theorypor Ion . ·th PI . 'th . a·_.1 there came to be umted Wi atorusm, el er a more predomm IKU, • l' te d
practical, esthetico-artistic, or an ascehc, contemp ~tIve n en~y. 
Platonism contains within . it, considered on that fi;st SIde, t~e genume 
principle for the constructio? of .th~ sJ:st~m .of ethl.c~; but In order to 
the actualization of what lies Wlthm It, It IS reqmslte, that the other 
side should retreat into the back-ground. This Du~l~sm must be ~r.ac
tic ally annulled; a means must be given of reco~Clhng the Oppo~ltlOn 
between the idea and the manifestation, and thIS could. be medIated 
only by the fact of a redemption of mankind. .Thus Platonism points 
away to Christianity, through wliich alone th.e ethical problems grounded 
in the Platonic ideas could be actually realized. 

Now the spiritual tone of this period, which lies at the root of all 
those Gnostic systems, out of which sprung hatred and contempt of the 
world the predominant Oriental principle of utter estrangement from 
the w~rld and from all human affections, tended to give prominence to 
one of those sides and to repress the other; and the same thing, in
deed, is manifested in the ethics peculiar to the later Platonism gener

. ally, if we except Plotinus. One of these Gnostics, Marcion, united, 
in faet, as we shall see, with the doctrine of the VA1I, a tendency in 
other respects altogether foreign from Platonism. 

The most essential difference between the Gnostic systems, and the 
one which is best suited also to be made the basis of their distribution, 
is that which arises from their different degrees of divergence, in re
spect to what constitutes the peculiarity of the Gnostic view of the uni
verse, from the purely Christian view. It is the Dualistic element car
ried out; - by virtue of which those oppositions, - which Christianity 
exhibits as conflicting with the original unity in creation, as having first 
originated in the fall of the creature, and only to be removed by· the 
redemption, - these oppositions are considered as original, grounded in 
~e very principles of existence; - hence, also, as being of suclr a. 
kiit.d ~~at they could not be overcome by the redemption itself; - the 
oppos!tions between a temporal, earthly, and a higher, invisible order 
of .things ; . ~etween the natural, the purely human, and th€ divine. 
This OppoSition, so apprehended, must be extended moreover to the re
la~on of ~h.ri3tianity to the creat.ion, ~ ~ture and historj~"'f> Where 
this oppos~tlOn generally was seIZed m Its most sharp and decided 
form, nothm~ ~e~ could be suppos~d than an absolute opposition also 
bet,!e~n ~hnstlamty an~ the creation - between nature and history. 
Chnstlamty mus.t make Its appearance as an altogether sudden thing, 
!1B a. fragme?-t dlSconnecte~ from everything else, as something coming 
In wholly Without expectation. According to this view no gradual 
development of the Theocracy, as an orgahically conn~cted whole 
couI.d ,be. admitted. ,The connection, also, must be broken betwee~ 
ChMStiaruty ~nd .Juda';Sm. And all this becomes concentrated in the 
form of relation m which the Demiurge was conceived to stand to the 
Suprema, perfect God, and the world of lEons. Everything depends, 
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then, on the circumstance, whether an absolute opposition was made't6 
exist here, or room was still left for some sort of mediation. It is B\6J1. 
ifest, how deeply this difference must affect everything that pertains to 
the province of morals and religion. ' 

In the following respect, all these Gnostics agree; they all held,1I! 
we remarked above, to a world consisting of the pure emanation of life 
from God, a creation evolved directly out of the divine essence,I far 
exalted above the outward creation produced by God's plastic power, 
and conditioned by a preexisting matter. They agree moreover in 
this, that they did not admit the Father of that higher world of ema
nation, to be the immediate author of this lower world, but maintained 
that the lower creation proceeded from the W orId-former, (01J/llOVpyDr,) 
a being of kindred nature with the universe formed and governed by 
him, and far inferior to that higher system and the Father of it. But 
here arose a difference among them; for while they all maintained the 
fact of such a subordination, they did not agree in their conceptions as 
to the particular mode of its existence. Some, taking their departure 
from ideas which had long prevailed among certain Jews of Alexan
dria, (as appears from comparing the Alexandrian version of the Old 
Testament, and from Philo,) supposed that the Supreme God created 
alld governed the world by ministering spirits, by the angels. At the 
head of these angels stood one, who had the direction and control of 
all; hence called the opificer and governor of the world. This Demi
urge they compared with the plastic, animating, mundane spirit of 
Plato and the Platonicians,2 which, too, according to the Timoous of 
Plato, strives to represent the ideas of the Divine Reason, in that 
which is becoming and temporal. This angel is a representative of the 
Supreme God on this lower stage of existence. He acts, not indepen
dently, but merely according to the ideas inspired in him by the Su
preme God; just as the plastic, mundane soul of the Platonists creates 
all things after the pattern of the ideas communicated by the Supreme 
Reason, (vavra) But these ideas transcend the powers of his own lim
ited nature; he cannot understand them; he is merely their uncon
scious organ; and hence is unable himself to comprehend the whole 
Bcope and meaning of the work which he performs. As an organ under 
the guidance of a higher inspiration, he reveals what exceeds his own 
power of conception. And here also they fall in with the current 
ideas of the Jews, in supposinO" that the Supreme God had revealed 
hims.elf ~o their Fathers thro~gh the angels, who served as ministers 
of hIS wl1~. From them proceeded the giving of the law by Moses. In 
the followmg respect, also, they considered the Demiurge to be a rep
resentative of the Supreme God; - as the other nations of the earth 
are portioned out under the guidance of the other ano-els, so the Jew
ish peopl~, considered as the peculiar people of God, ~re committed to 
the espeCIal care of the Demiurge, as his representative.4 He revealed 

1 nh'~~ C7;v. 'If'apaOetyp.a of the Divine Reason hypos!a' 
2 The Oevrrpor {feor, the {fedr YCV 1J TOr, tized. . 
8 The [j fUTt (wov,-an antithesis to the 4 Ac('ordinO" to the Alexandrine version 

rrv'In'w, tho {f~()r rr"'/Tnr of Plato, _ the of Deutcron~32: 8, 9: 'OTe &ttftep,(ev 6 
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also among them, in their religious polity, as in the creation. of t~e 
world, those higher ideas, which himself c?uld not understand. III their 
true significancy. The Old Testamfmt, like the w~ole creatIOn, w~s 
tlte veiled symbol of a higher mundane system, the vetled type oj Ok-n8

tiamty. fi II d'
Among the Jewish people themselves, however, they care u y 1S

tinguished after the example of the Alexandrians, between the great 
mass who'are barely a representative type of the people of God, (the 
Isra;lites according to the flesh the 'Iupa~A alm'}1/Tor, KaTa (1UpKa,) and the 
smaller number who became r~ally conscious of their destination as the 
people of God, '(the soul of this mass, the spiritual m.e~ of ~hilo; the 
'Iapa~A 7rw.1JtmTIKOr, V01/TOr; the truly consecrated race, hvmg In the con
templation of God; the av~p opwv TOV ih6v; the 1rVl:1JpaTIKOi, YV{')~TtKOi, ~s 
contradistincruished from the .pvxlIwi, maTl/coi.) The latter, With theIr 
sensual minds, adhered to the outward form, perceived not that thi8 was 
barely a symbol, and therefore entered not into the meaning of the 
symboJ.1 Thus those sensual-minded Jews knew not the angel by 
whom God revealed himself in all the 1'heophanies of the Old Testa
ment; knew not the Demiurge in his true relation to the hidden, Su
preme God, who never reveals himself ill the sensible world. Here, 
too, they confounded type and archetype, symbol and idea. They rose 
no higher than to this IJemillrge; they held him for the Supreme God 
himself. Those spiritual men, on the contrary, clearly perceived, or at 
least divined, the ideas veiled under Judaism; they rose above the IJe
miurge, to the krwwledge of the Supreme God; they are, therefore, 
properly his true worshipper51, (t'lEpa7reVTat.) The religion of the former 
was grt>unded barely on a faith of authority; the latter live in the con
templation of divine things. The jormer needed to be schooled and 
disciplined by the Demiurge - by rewards, punishments, and threats; 
tlte l~ need ~o such means of discipline; they rise by the buoyancy 
of theIr own mmds to the Supreme God, who is only a fountain of 
blessedness to those that are fitted for communion with him' they love 
him for his own sake.2 ' 

When now these Jewish theosophists of Alexandria had come over to 
Christianity, an~ .with this new religion had unit-ed their previous ideas, 
t!te.paw the SPIrIt. of the .Old Testament completely unveiled by Chris
t~aruty, and the hlghest ldea of the whole creation brought clearly to 
hght. The scope and end of the whole creation, and of all human 
development, now for the first time became clear. As far as the Su
preme ./Eon,3 who appell:l'ed in the person of Christ, is exalted above 
the angels and the DemlUrge, so far does Christianity transcend Juda
{"p'UTOr Et'l v 1J, eaT1/aev Optfl UJv;;'v /(aTa 

?bserving it .outwardly, instead of seeing in
apt-8/lolJ. uyyiA{')v. -8£ov, ~al fyev~fJ1/ 

It ~n. allcgoncal representation of universal/lEpl, /(vP'ov "aor aVToii 'Ja/({,){3. rehg.IOD and mornl truths. The Gnosis 
. ~ Thus in tM epistle asClibed to Barnabas, ~urmshed the .key which first unlocked this 
It IS asserted by 8 moderate Gnostic, who Its true meamng. 
had as yet by no means attained to that 

2 See abo~e: Part I r.. 56, etc., respecting bigher Gnosis whirh resulted from the mix the two rehglOus pOSItIOns accordinO' tot~re of the Alexandrian idealism with Sy Philo. .. 
nan ~e090phy. that the Jews had altogeth

B Novr or A6yor. 
er misunderstood the ceremonial law, ill 
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ism and the whole earthly creation. The Demiurge hil\lself now per
ceives entering into his province a. revelation of a higher system.of 
things, and serves henceforth as its self-conscious organ. . 

If the law was called by Jewish theologians a law dispensed by angel! 
with a view to mark, in this way, its divine, as opposed to a merely 
human, origin - this designation is, on the other hand, employed in the 
apostolic letters, for the purpose of clearly setting forth the superiority 
of Christianity to Judaism, - of exhibiting the former as the absolute 
religion, for which all the earlier fragmentary revelations of the divine 
councils only served to prepare the way. The all-embracing revelation 
of God in the Son, through whom God himself enters immediately into 
fellowship with the creature, is opposed to the revelation mediated by the 
instrumentality of individual angels - individual godlike powers. By 
the manifestation of the comprehending whole, everything partial is 
rendered superfluous. l 'fhe inventions of the Gnostics, in which the 
whole matter is spun out into a mythical form, turn on this profound 
idea_ 

In what the Gnostics who adopt this point of view say about the reJ&. 
tion of the Demiurge, of his creation, of his previous dominion, to the 
appearance of Christ and of Christianity, we have a glimpse of ideas, 
in themselves profound. They endeavor to express how the wholewlU!, 
at least in idea, in the germ, implanted in the original creation, which 
was to be actually realized and fulfilled only by Christianity; - how 
reason, attaining first through Christianity to the full and clear con
sciousness of the ideas incorporated in and stamped upon creation, was 
to express these in an actual manifestation; - a great and fruitful 
thought, which, obscurely divined by the Gnosis, waited to receive its 
clear and discreet exposition from a future science, striking root in 
Christianity. The Gnosis bore within it the germ, first presented as a 
poetic intuition, of a true philosophy of history. 

The other party of the Gnostics consisted mainly of such as, before 
their coming over to Christianity, had not been followers of the Mosaic 
religion, but had already, at an carlier period, framed to themselves an 
Oriental Gnosis, opposed as well to Judaism as to all popular religio'1i8, 
like that of which we find the remains in the books of the Sabreans, 
and of which examples may still be found in the East, among the Per
sians and the Hindoos. They regarded the Demiurge with his angels, 
not simply, like the former class, as a subordinate, limited being, but as 
one absolutely hostile to the Supreme God. The Demiurge and his angels 
are for establishing their independence within their limited sphere.· 
They would tolerate no foreign dominion within their province. What,. 
ever higher existence has descended into their kingdom, they seek to 
hold imprisoned there, so that it may not ascend again above their nar
row precincts. Probably, in this system, the kingdom of the world
form~ng angels ?o.incided, for the most part, with the kingdom of ~e 
deceitful star-spmts, who seek to rob man of his freedom, to beguile 
him by various arts of deception, - and who exercise a tyrannical sway 

1 See Reb. 2. Ephes. 3 : 10, and the words of Christ to Nathanael. 
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over the thiniS of this world.1 The Demiurge is a limited and limit
ing being; proud, jealous, reve~geful; and this his c?aracter expresses 
itself in the Old Testament, whIch proceeded from hIm. . . 

Believing that they found in the Old T.estament so man:y qualIties 
attributed to God which were anthropopathic -: so much which ~as ~t 
variance __ the Christian idea of God and w~th moral perf~ctlOJ?' It 
would indeed have been natural for these GnostICS, had they hved III a 
different spiritual atmosphere, to consider all this as t~~ result of hu
man error, whereby the true idea of God ~a~ become vlt!ated. But to 
refer this to a subjective cause, and explam It psychologICally, lal alto
gether remote from their habit of contemplation, ..To. them Jud~sm no 
less than paganism appeared, as opposed to Chnstiamty, somethmg too 
positively real to admit of being satisfactorily explained in any such 
way as this. They fancied in the life of nations they could trace the 
influence of self..gubsistent spiritual powers, who controlled the general 
consciousness. What St. Paul says of th~ principalities and powers, 
(cJpxai~ and tfovr;ia,~,) they referred to these agents. As in paganism 
they saw the kingdom of the demons, so in Judaism they saw the king
dom of the Demiurge. And so while they acknowledged the history of 
the Old Testament to be true, they were led to transfer whatever ap
peared to them defective in the idea of God in the Old Testament, to 
the Demiurge himself. The reflected image of this being, they saw 
in the character and in the conceptions of the people devoted to his 
service. Even in nature, where they beheld the dominion of an iron 
necessity, governing by invariable laws and sparing nothing, they be
lieved the Go!! of holy love, revealed through Christ, was not to be 
found. They saw, manifesting itself there, a plastic power indeed, but 
inadequate to master its material, to subdue the destructive agencies 
which resisted its efforts. They beheld the old chaos once more break
ing loos~ ;. the w!ld energy of ~he VA7J, revolting without control against 
the dOIDlD1on which the formative Power would exercise over it -cast
ing off the yoke im;posed on it, and destroying the work he had begun. 
Thus. they rec.ogruzed here a powerful, indeed, but not all-powerful
~emlUrg~, a~amst whose supr~macy the VA7J, which he sought to sub
J~ct to his wII!, was. ever reb~lhng. The same jealous being, limited in 
hIS power, rulmg wlth despotIC sway, whom they found in the Old Tea
tame~t, t~ey imagined they saw in nature. At the bottom of these 
peculiar vlews .l~y the truth, that even on the foundation of the Old 
T~s~ent, ~eliglOn could not as yet be wholly emancipated from the 
pnnClple which ruled in the ancient world; although a higher theistic 
element was here revealed in opposition to that principle. Tins could 
be br~ugh~ about only by the redeeming power of the gospel. These 
Gnoshcs Judged thus: -:- the supreme God, the God of holiness and 
love, who has no connection whatever with the sensible world, has re

1 Accordingly, in the system of these Sa
balans,.t~e seven star-spirits and the twelve important part in everything that is bad 
sUU:-spmts of the zodiac, who sprung from To ili~i~ deceptive arts, the Sabreans traced 
an Im;gular connection between the cheated ~he angm of those detested religions J ada. 

ISm and Christianity. ' Fetahil and ilie spirit of darkness, play an 
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vealed himself in this earthly creation only by certain clivine seedtof' 
life, scattered among men, the germination of which the Demiurge 
strives to check and suppress. The perfect God is, at most, knO\lln 
and worshipped in mysteries alone by a few spiritual men. Now this
God, . through his. highest .~on, l.et himself down at once, without any 
forgomg preparatIOn, to thIs mfenor system, for the purpose of dra.wing 
upward to himself those higher and kindred spiritual natures which a.re 
here held in bondage. Christianity finds nowhere in the whole creation 
a point of entrance, except in those theosophic schools where a higher 
wisdom, in the form of secret doctrines, has been handed down from age 
to age. 

This difference between the Gnostic systems was one of great impor
tance, both in a theoretical and a practical point of view. The Gnostics 
of the first class, who looked upon the Demiurge as an organ of the 
supreme God, and his representative, the fashioner of nature according 
to his ideas, the guiding spring of the historical evolution of God's king. 
dom, might, consistently with their peculiar principles, expect to find 
the manifestation of the divine element in nature and in history. They 
were not necessarily driven to an unchristian hatred of the world. 
'1'hey could admit that the divine element might be revealed even in 
earthly relations; that everything of the earth was capable of being 
refined and ennobled by its influence. They could therefore be quite 
moderate in their ascetic notions, as we find the case actually to have 
been with regard to many of this class; although their notion of the 
VI.'1 continually tended to the practically mischievous result of tracing 
evil exclusively to the world of sense; and although their over valu!lr" 
tion of a contemplative Gnosis might easily prove unfavorable to the 
spirit of active charity. On the contrary, the other kind of Gnosis, 
which represented the Creator of the world as a nature directly op
posed to the supreme God and his higher system, would neci3ssarily 
lead to a wildly fanatical and morose hatred of the world, wholly at 
war with the spirit of Christianity. This expressed itself in two ways; 
among the nobler and more sensible class, by an excessively rigid asce
ticism, by an anxious concern to shun all contact with the world
though to fashion and mould that world constitutes a part of the Chris
tian vocation. The morality, in this case, to make the best of it, could 
be only negative, only a preparatory step of purification in order to the 
contemplative state. But the same eccentric hatred of the world, 
coupled with pride and arrogance, might also lead to wild enthusiasm 
and a bold contempt for all moral obligations. The principle once 
started upon, that the whole of this world is the work of a finite, un
godlike spirit; that it is not susceptible of any revelation of divine 
things; that the loftier natures who belong to a far higher world, are 
here held in bondage; these Gnostics easily came to the conclusion, 
that everything external is a matter of perfect indifference to the inner 
man, - nothing of a loftier nature can there be expressed; the outward 
man may indulge in every lust, provided only that the tranquillity ot 
the inner man is not thereby disturbed in its meditation. The most 
direct way of showing contempt and defiance of this wretched, hostile 
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world was not to allow the mind to be affected by it in any situation. 
Men shouid mortify sense by braving every lust, and still preservi~g 
the tranquillity of the mind unruffied. " We m~t conquer lust by lU

dulgence, - said these bold spirits --: for it is n? great thi~g for a man 
to abstain from lust who knows nothing about It by experIence. The 
greatness lies in not being overcome by it, when clasped in its embrace."1 
Though the reports of enemies ought not be used ~thout great c~ution 
and distrust, and we should never forget that such WItnesses were liable, 
by unfriendly inferences or the misconstruction of terms, to impute to 
such sects a great deal that was false; yet the characteristic maxims 
quoted from their own lips, and the coincident testimony of such men 
as Iremeus and Epiphanius, and of those still more unprejudiced and 
careful inquirers, the Alexandrians, places it beyond· all reasonable 
doubt, that they not merely expressed, but even practised, such princi
ples of conduct. Besides, that enemy of Christianity, the Neo-Platonic 
philosopher Porphyry, corroborates this testimony by citing from the 
mouth of these persons maxims of a similar import.2 " A little stand
ing pool," said they, "may be defiled, when some impure substance 
drops into it; not so the ocean, which, conscious of its own immensity, 
admits everything. So little mcn are overcome by eating; but he who 
is an ocean of strength (l~ov(Jia, probably a cant term of theirs, founded 
on a misinterpretation of St. Paul's language, 1 Corinth. 8: 9; 6: 12) 
takes everything and is not defiled." Not only in the history of Chris
tian sects of earlier and more recent times, but also among the sects of 
the Hindoos, and evcn among the rude islanders of Australia, instances 
may be found of such tendencies which defied all moral obligations
tendencies that have arisen from speculative or mystical elements, or it 
may be from some subjective caprice setting itself in opposition to all 
positive law. In the connection of the present period, the false striving 
of the subjective spirit after emancipation, after breaking loose from all 
the bonds, holy or unholy, whereby the world had been hitherto kept to
gether, is quite apparent. And this aim and tendency might seem to 
have found a point of union in that unshackling of the spirit, so radical
ly different in its chracter, which Christianity brought along with it. 

This difference shows itself, again, in the views entertained of partia
ular moral relations. The Gnostics of the last-mentioned class either 
enjoined the life of celibacy, or expressed their abhorrence of marriage 
as being an impure and profane connection, or else - on the principle 
that whatever pertained to sense was indifferent, and that men needed 
but to defy the Demiurge by despising his stringent laws - they justi
fied the gratifying of every lust. Those of the first class, on the con
trary, .honor~d .m~rriage, as a holy estate; and on this subject also, 
found In Chnstlamty the complete fulfilment of a l'I3velation introduced 
into the D~n:iurge's 'Y0rld,.as t.he type of a higher order of things; and 
the ValentlUJ~ Gnosls, whICh lUvariably regarded the lower world as a 
s~bol and mIrror of the higher, which Bought to trace the manifes
tation of the same supreme law in various gradations, at different 

I Clemens Stromat. lib. n. f. 411. 2 De abstinentia carn. lib. 1. § 40, et seq. 
VOL. I. 83 
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stages of existence, saw in the relation of marriage, as elsewhere, the 
type of a higher relation pervading every stage and degree of existence 
from the highest link Qf the chain downwards. We may here observ~ 
in the Valentinian Gnosis, the first atte:qJ.pt, originating in the influence 
of Christianity, to understand in a scientific way the true significance 
of marriage, in its connection with the laws of the universe-a point 
which the mind of Plato was striving to reach in the SympOidum; but 
which could not be truly reached and adequately presented until Chris
tianity had led men to recognize the unity of God's image in both the 
sexes, and their relation to each other, and to the common type of hu
manity residing in that unity. 

The difference between these two tendencies of the Gnostic principle 
was strongly manifested, again, in the different ways of contemplating 
Christ's person. All Gnostics, it is true, were in a sense agreed in this 
respect; that as they distinguished the God of heaven from the God of 
nature, and hence, too, separated beyond necessity the invisible from the' 
visible world, the divine from the human, - so they could not acknowl
edge the unity of the human and divine natures in the person of Ghrist. 
Yet as in the first of these cases we remarked an important difference 
between the two predominant tendencies of the Gnostic systems, so we 
may observe an important difference, too, in the case last mentioned. 
We find here an essential gradation in the views entertained of the 
relation of the divine and human natures in Christ. Some regarded 
the humanity of Christ as real, and as posse~sed of a certain dignity of 
its own; yet, as they made two Gods of the one God of heaven and of 
nature, and represented the creator of the latter to be nothing more 
than the organ of the former; so they divided the one Christ into two 
Christs - a higher and a lower, a heavenly and an earthly Christ
the latter serving merely as the organ of the former; and this, not by 
an original and inseparable union with him, but in such sense that the 
former first united himself with the latter at his baptism in the Jordan. 
But the other species of Gnosis, denying, as it did, all connection of 
Christianity with Judaism, and all progressive development of the king
dom of God among men; representing, as it di~, the God of Christ 
and of the gospel as a different being from the God of nature .and of 
history, must necessarily do away the connection of Christ's appearance 
with nature and with history. The notion, SO pleasing to the fantastic 
taste of the East,! and which had long obtained currency among the 
Jews, that a higher spirit has the faculty of representing himself to the 
outward eye in various forms, deceiving the senses, though in them
selves without substance, was applied to Christ. One entire and im
portant part of his earthly existence and of his personal being was criti
cized away; his whole humanity was denied, and whatever appertained 
to Christ's human appearance represented as a mere deceptive show, a 
mere vision.2 Yet we can in nowise agree with those who hold that 
])ocetism was only one form in which a decided tendency to idealism 

1 We have only to think of the Hindoo mined by one Jewish sect respecting ~he 
Maia, and the host of Indian myths. angelophanies, noticed in Justin M. Dial 

2 Just as Philo's idea of the Old Testa- c. Tryph. See vol. I, p. 42. 
ment thcophanies led to the "iews enter
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and rationalism manifested itself - a form peculiarly modified by the 
prevailing notions of the age; so that the Doceta3, had they lived at 
some other period, would have substituted in place of .th~ hi~torical. 
Christ a mere ideal one. We should be careful to dlstmgmsh the 
proper essence of the heretical tendency from the symptoms t~rough 
which it expressed itself. Docetism may be the result of very ddferent 
tendencies of mind-a tendency to supranaturalism, or a tendency to 
rationalism. There might be united with it, an interest at bottom to 
give all possible prominence to this supernatural and real element in 
Christ's appearance. Docetism, at this point, supposed a real, though 
not sensible Christ; and a real impartation of Christ to humanity. 
Christ gave himself, according to this view, to humanity, as a source of 
divine life. He presented himself sensibly to the eyes of men, not in 
his true, divine nature, but only so as to be perceived by them, yet 
without coming himself into any contact with matter, in an unreal veil 
of sense. His appearance was something truly objective; but the sen
sible form in which this was apparent to men was merely subjective. 
This was the only possible way in which men, under the dominion of 
sense, could come into any contact with a nature so divine. A mode 
of apprehension turned exclusively in the direction of supranaturalism, 
might lead in this case to a total denial of the reality of the natural 
element in Christ. But under this form of Docetism might be lurking, 
also, a tendency which would have resulted in an entire evaporation of 
Christianity, in turning the life of Christ into a mere symbol of a spir
itual communication from God, in substituting the idea of God's re
deeming power in place of the historical Redeemer; in a word, there 
might eventually spring out of a tendency of this sort, an opposition to 
historical Christianity - and that this did actually Come about, will be 
shown hereafter by specific examples. 

When these Gnostics, with their system ready made, looked into the 
scriptures of the New Testament, they had no difficulty in finding it all 
there, since they were only on the search for points of coincidence. 
Trusting to the inner light of their higher spiritual nature, which was 
to make all things clear to them, they gave themselves but little con
cern about the letter of the religious records. In all cases, they were 
for explaining outward things from within - that is, from their intui
tions, which were above all doubt. They disdained the helps necessary 
to unfold the spirit contained under the cover of the word; they 
?e~pised th~ laws of thought and. of language,1 and were thus exposed, 
m mtcrpreting the records of relIgIOn, to.all manner of delusion; while 
they had power also to charm others, as ignorant of those laws as they 
were themselves, within the circle of their intuitions and symbolical 
representations. Understanding, for instance, the term "world" 
wherever it oocurs in the New Testament, in one and the same sen;e 
neither distinguishing nor separating the objective from the subjectiv~ 
world, they could e.Mily demonstrate the position, that the whole earthly 

1 Origin, in P~ilocal. c. 14, shows h0.w ~heir,en'orB in biblical interpretation by the 
mnch the Gnostics were strengthened III «}'Vota riJv AoytKcjV. 
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creation betrays defects, and could not have proceeded from the SUo 
preme and perfect God. The parables, for whose simplicity and pro
found practical meaning they seem to have been endowed with no 
sense, were specially welcomcd by them, because in these, when the 
point of comparison was once dropped, an arbitrary interpretation had 
the fullest scope. The controversy excited, however, by this arbitrary 
biblical interpretation of the Gnostics, had one good effect, in turning 
the attention of their opponents to the necessity of a sober, grammatical 
method of scriptural interpretation, and leading them to establish the 
first hermeneutical canons; as may be seen from numerous examples in 
Irenmus, Tertullian, Clement, and Origen. 

As the opinion that falsehood was allowable and might even be neces
sary to guide the multitude, was a principle inbred into the aristocratic 
spirit of the old world; and as the justification of falsehood, therefore, 
could not be wholly cut off, and the unconditional obligation of truth
fulness, arising from the fact that all are alike rational, all created alike 
in the image of God, could not be brought home to the general con
sciousness of mankind except by means of Christianity; so it was ever 
found to be a consequence of the reaction of that old aristocratic spirit 
with which Gnosticism was connected, that the principle, Falsehood is 
lawful for a good purpose, once more slipped in. By means of the 
opposition which the Gnostics set up between psychical and spiritual 
men, they could defend the practice of descending from one of these 
positions to thc other, and of saying what was false to men of the lower 
stage, because they were not prepared to receive the pure truth. This 
principle influenced their interpretation of the New Testament; and 
they were the inventors of the exegetical theory of accommodation. 
Many among them asserted that Christ and the apostles expressed them
selves differently, according to the different standing of those whom 
they addressed. They accommodated themselves to these different 
positions; - to the natural men, (the ..pV)(lKOl,) those who stood on the 
ground of blind, unconscious faith - faith on outward authority and on 
miracles, (those who were tied down to Jewish prejudices,) they spoke 
only of a Demiurge, for in truth the limited capacities of these men 
were unfitted for anything higher. The higher truths from the world 
of lEons, and relating to that world, they had communicated to none 
but a small circle of the initiated, who by virtue of their higher, spirit
ual nature, (rrvev/-,amoi,) were capable of understanding such truths. 
But in all other cases, they had simply hinted at these truths in isolated 
figures and symbols, intelligible to such natures alone. That higher 
wisdom they had spoken, as Paul declared, 1 Corinth. 2: 6, only in 
the living word, among such as were perfect; and it was only by t?e 
living word, within the circle of the initiated, that it was to be contm· 
uaIly handed down. The knowledge of this secret tradition, therefore, 
was the only true key to the more profound exposition of scripture. 
Though other church teachers, whom the spirit of Platonism had too 
strongly influenced, were not wholly exempt from that aristocratic ele
ment, yet the clear and earnest Christian spirit of Irenreus took a 
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hold and decided stand against it. "The apostI~s," he said,l." who 
were sent forth to reclaim the erring, to restore sIght to the blind,. to 
heal the sick assuredly did not accommodate themselves to the eXIst
ing opinions ~f their hearers; but spoke to .them according to .the re.v
elation of truth. What physiciru; who deSIres to. ~eal th~ slCk, will 
yield to the whims of his patient, mstea:d ~f prescrIbmg to him so as to 
effect his cure? The apostles, those dISCIples of truth, are strangers 
to all deception, because deception has nothing in common with truth, 
any more than darkness has with light. Our Lord, who is himself the 
truth, for that very reason could not deceive." 

Others relying on the principles of their Gnosis, ventured to subject 
the whole' New Testament to the boldest criticism, affirming it to be im
possible, from the instructions of the apostles alone, to get at the pu~e 
doctrines of Christ; for, said they, the apostles themselves were still 
somewhat fettered, with the rest, by psychical or Jewish opinions. The 
spiritual man (the Pneumaticus) must sift the" natural" from the 
"spiritual" in their writings. Or they even went so far as to distin
guish in Christ's discourses, what had been spoken by the natural 
Christ, under the inspiration of the Demiurge; what had been expressed 
through him by the divine" Wisdom," which had not yet reached its 
full development, but still fluctuated between the province of the Demi
urge and the " Pleroma ; ,. 2 and what had been spoken through him by 
the supreme Nus out of the Pleroma.3 

It is easy to see, that under this theosophic style of intuition and ex
pression is veiled a completely rationalistic mode of thinking, which 
strives to soar above the Christ and the Christianity of history. The 
view of a certain opposition betwixt the idea and its manifestation in 
primitive Christianity itself - of a perfectibility of Christianity, by rear 
son of which it was to purify itself from that which, in its first form of 
manifestation, checked and vitiated the pure evolution of the idea - is 
here lying at bottom. In the person of Christ himself, a distinction is 
made between what belongs to the idea, and what belongs to the vitiat
ing element of the temporal appearance; between the truth which he 
uttered by immediate inspiration, and what he spoke from the inferior 
standing ground of reflection disturbed by temporal ideas. 

These Gnostics, or at least a portion of them, were not at all dis. 
posed to separate themselves from the rest of the church, and establish 
distinct communities of their own. They were satisfied that the psy
chical natures were unable, from their lower station to understand 
Christianity otherwise than in the form which had been' given to it by 
the church; that they could reach nothing higher than the blind faith 
on. ~uthor!ty ;. t~at they were utterly destitute of a faculty for the higher 
spmtual mtUltlOn; - they were not for disturbing, therefore these 
cO~?Ion followers of the church iII; their quiet faith; 4 they w~re for 
~tmg WIth the .ordmary co.ngregatlOns, and establishing, in connection 
WIth them, certam theosophlc schools, certain Gkristian mysteries, into 

I J.ib. TIl. c. 5. 
8 Vid. Iren. lib. III. c. 2. 

2 The Sophia, Achamoth j see below. 4 Tovr ICOLVollr tf(f(I.:qr1tacrTtf(ov,. 
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which all those persons should be admitted, in whom th~ discovered 
that higher faculty which was not bestowed on all. They complained 
that they were refused admission to the fellowship of the church, and 
that they were called heretics, though they concurred in everything 
which the church taught.1 

But what would have become of the church, had they succeeded in 
their design of introducing within it such a distinction of two different 
positions in religion? The essence of the church, which admits no 
such opposition, which rests on the fact of a common faith uniting all 
hearts in the same fellowship of a higher life, the peculiar character of 
Christianity itself, would have been thereby destroyed. Christianity, 
as we have seen, could let itself down again to a more Jewish position 
of the mind, it could wrap itself in a Jewish dress, and could be thus 
propagated in the consciousness of men who must be trained to Chris
tian freedom by a gradual process. The essentials of the church would 
still be retained, though in a form inadequate and coming from the re
action of an earlier stage of religious development. But had the church 
allowed room for the introduction within its bosom of such an opposition, 
it must have forfeited its very essence and existence. Hence the 
spirit, which throws off what it finds no way of digesting and assimilat
ing to its own nature, united together men of the most opposite theo
logical tendencies in a common resistance against this reaction, which 
threatened directly the very life of the church itself. 

Gnosticism had a two-fold conflict to sustain; a conflict with the 
Christian principle asserting its own independence, and another with 
Platonis!ll. Plotinus, who in no part of his works openly attacks 
Christianity, felt himself under the necessity of standing forth as an 
opponent of the Gnostics, since in their speCUlations they pretended to 
outstrip Plato and the old Greek philosophy.2 He evidently does them 
injustice when he asserts, that what they taught consisted partly in 
ideas borrowed from Plato, and partly in new inventions, hatched up 
for the purpose of forming a system of their own, but destitute of 
truth.3 Their opposition to Platonism was in no sense, assuredly, a 
capricious, far-sought thing, a mere striving to out·do antiquity; but it 
was one necessarily grounded in the religious and philosophical princi· 
pIes from which they started, - as indeed Plotinus himself evinces by 
his mode of combating them. On those principles, whether regarded 
on the side of the Christian or of the Oriental theosophic element en· 
tering into them, the Gnostics were compelled to believe that they 
found in Plato intimations of the truth indeed, but not the true light 

1 Qnreruntnr de nobis, quod, cum similia They should not tv r'iJ rour ·EAI.'1va~ Ola· 
nobiscum scntiant, sine causa abstineamus rIVPfLV Kal v/3pit;nv ra avriiIV tv O'VrITUO'E4 
nos a communicatione corum, et, cum eadem 'Tfapa Tolr C"WVOVr1l 'lrotEiv. Ennead. II. L 
dicant et eaodem habeant doctrinam, voce IX. See also Porphyry's life of Plotinua, 
mus ilIos hrereticos_ Iren. lib. III. c. 15. c.16. 

2 He accuses them of perverting Phtto's 3 'OAWI,' y,2p aVToi~ Ta /Lev 7rapa roii l!M' 
doctl'ines, and of seeking to place them in rwvor rlAlI7rral, ra 08 i)rIa lCalVoroflovO'I~, 
an unfavorable light: 'U~ aurol /Li:v r~v Eva [oiav tp'Ao(Jotpiav -&wvral, raiira l:~(J T1Jr 
'IIollr~v tpVr1lV lCaTavevOllKOUr, elCetVDV rle uAlIrhiar EVPllTaI• 
"at ri:Jv cl.AAlJV ri:Jv /LalCapiwv uvop,;;v /L7,. 
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which coullJt<explain the history of the univex:'e. To I,>lotinus,. beyond 
question, this new tendency, regarded from hIs. own pomt of VIew as a 
Greek philosopher, mu~ ~ave seeme~, both m respect to what was 
true and what was false ill It a declensIon from the old healthy culture, 
a doctrine wholly at varianc~ with the Bob~r discipline of. th.e Gree~s. 
He looked upon it as a contagious, fanatical turn of th~king, whIch 
had taken .possession of men's minds and render~d them mcap.a?le of 
a.ppreciating arguments from reason:1 • On on~ slde! th~ OppositlOn. of 
the Platonic principle to the GnosIS, m Plotmus, IS dIrected agamst 
Christianity itself, again~t ~he ?h;istian ~lement ad~t~ed by ~he Gnos
tics' on the other hand, It IS cOInCldent wlth the OppoSItion whICh would 
aris; out of the Christian principle itself against the Gnosis; and it is 
interesting to compare what Plotinus says, from this point of view, wi~h 
the similar strictures made by Christian antagonists of the Gnostic 
heresy.

In respect to the former of these cases, it is necessary to notice, 
first of all, his opposition to the teleological point of view. Though 
this might have found its place in the original Platonism, which was not 
rigidly pursued out to all its consequences, yet by the more severe and 
systematic deduction of the Neo-Platonic Monoism,2 it is whollyex
cluded. Nothing is admitted here but the immanent necessity of the 
conception, in its evolution from the Absolute to the extreme limit of 
all being. The teleological element in the action of spiritual powers, 
which the Gnosis introduced, as well as the substitution of this transi
tive action in place of the immanent necessity of a process of devel
opment, could not but a.ppear to Plotinus an anthropopathic ,vitiation 
of the VD1/Ta, inasmuch as it transferred the notion of the end and the 
thereby determined beginning of an action, taken from human and 
temporal relations, to an order of things placed above and beyond 
these categories.s Accordingly, it seemed ridiculous to him that they 
should transfer to the Demiurge the relation of the human artist to his 
work, and say he created the world for his own glory.~ But those 
Gnostics whom we described as belonging to the first class, would by 
no means spurn such a comparison and analogy. Theyunderstood how 

1 When Plotinns says,- that the ancients by Creuzer in his review of the edition of 
have advanced many better things on spirit Heigl, in the Studien nnd Kritiken, 1834, 
ual matters, will be readily seen by such as II., and hy Baur, in his investigations of 
have not been carried away by the delusion this book of Plotinus, in his work on the 
now spreading among men, (Toir I'll tfa1Tao Gnosis, p. 418, etc. Yet I cannot a!!ree 
rfJl'evolf rill> t1TL{U01J{fQV elr ulI'ifpW1TOVr with the latter, in believing that all the Pas
umiTf/ll,) the qnestion comes up, whether sages contain such allusions in which he 
by this U'Il'aT1/ is to be understood the spread would trare them. 
ing Gnosis, or the still more widely spread II So I think I may call the system of 
ing Christianity. If the latter, then this Plotinus, notwithstanding his doctrine of 
would be the only passa~e in which he at the VA1/, which, however, has no positive
tacks Christianity j nnd It is singular that existence, but only forms the boundary of 
he should do so but onre, and then in a all being. 
manner so vague and indefinite. We should 8 To de dIU rt t1TOt'1t1t ((0111'011, ravrilll r~ 
have ~o. ascribe it ~ ~s indulgence towards !!srl ri tUTt 1Jivx,~; Kat Ota rt (, 0'1I"Ovpyor 
a relIgions ronvlctlon which may have i1TOi1/aev; '0 1rpwrov I'tv Urx,1JV Aafl{3a
had Its followers among his Immediate IIOvTlolII eurL Toii ad. ' 
friends. Polemical allusions, beariug against , re?oiov Til lva rtl'ijJro, ((at flETa4tepOlI
Christianity generally, have been found also rwv a1To TWII aYaAl'aTo1TolwlI ri:J1I evraii'ifa. 
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to make a very good use of them on the principles of their own 
scheme, by which they sought to show how the highest stage of being 
symbolized itself in all the succeeding steps. 

Again, to Plotinus, who had assumed the immanent necessity of 
the process of cosmical evolution, in which every thing occupied the 
precise place which belonged to it as a part, the great question on 
which the Gnostics bestowed so much labor, - how to account for 
what is defective, how to account for evil- appeared quite as ab
surd as the answers whieh they gave to that question. The Christian 
doctrine of the fall must have appeared to him in the same light, on 
the principles of his own monoistic scheme of the universe. 

He says of the Gnostics, that they strove to rise above reason, and 
on that very account fell into un-reason; 1 - a proposition, however 
which, understood according to the fundamental principle of Plotinus' 
strikes not barely against the fantastic speculation of the Gnostics, but 
also against the Christian notion of revelation, and against the Christian 
idea of divine grace. 

In the following case, too, Plotinus' objection to the Gnostic princi. 
pIe would bear also against the Christian doctrine. He represents it 
as a very absurd thing in the Gnostics, that they presumed to exalt 
themselves above the great heavenly bodies, - that they called their 
own souls and those of the worst men immortal and divine; - while 
in the stars, whose regular courses manifested the presence of a soul 
acting without disturbance according to invariable laws, they could 
see nothing but perishable matter.2 To Plotinus the soul of 'TIWn ap
peared vastly inferior to the soul, always like itself and exalted above 
all change and all passion, "which resided in those great heavenly 
bodies. . 

Though the charge of pride, which Plotinus brought against the 
Gnostics, was, in one view of it, the same which was urged on the 
side of paganism generally against the entire Christian scheme, yet in 
another view, where he complained of the arrogance and supercilious
ness of the Gnostics, and found in them nothing like humility, he 
might coincide with the Christian principle itself. "Men without un
derstanding," says he, " follow after such discourses, in which they are 
told all at once, You shall be not only better than all men, but even 
than all gods; for pride is a mighty principle in men, and he who be
fore thought meanly of himself, and took his place with ordinary mor
tals,3 begins to be elated, when he hears it said, You are a son of God, 
but the others, whom you admire, are not such. What they have re
ceived from the fathers, what they reverence, is not the right doctrine. 
But you are higher than the very heavens, and that although you have 

1 Til de ~rri:p vovv 1jdrj leIT/v lfw vol! rrf ld"Jr1/r uvf;p. In virtue of this combina· 
tJEtV. tion of homogeneous predicates, it seems to 

~ OM" r~v f'tV avrwv "'VX~v ,h%vaTOV me that the TarrflVVr refers here to mean
Kat tJ-ciav /I,iynv Kat rr,v riJv cpavAoTuT(JV ness of condition, and that th!s pa~sago 
riv~pwrr{jv, rill' tIE ovpavo)} rruvTa Ka/ Til cannot be reckoned with those m which 8 

tui urrrpa fL" r~<; u~avuro1J KEKOlV(JJ}1/Kival. hit is intended against the Christian notion 
8 '0 'lrpOTfpOV Tarrftvilr Kat f'trptor Kat of humility. 
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dODe nothing· at all." 1, In ibJ. charge of arrogance against the Gnos
ties in boasting of their loftier ~ origin and nature, Irenreus 
&lad agreed, when he says of ~,ll l' ~oever ~ves ~imself into their 
hands, ill putTed up at once; thinks himself neIther m heaven nor on 
earth but W belong already W the Pleroma, and· struts about full of 
pride:" We see ·here the unspeculativ~ church f~t~er and. the pagan 
philosopher perfectly a.greed in attacking ~e SpIrItual prIde o~ the 
Gnostics. Yet it may be asked, whether Plotmus would not be obhge?, 
on his own position, to judge precisely in the same way of t~e Chns
tians, who gloried in havi~~ become, through grace, the chIldren of 
God, and despised the religlO~.and culture ha:nded down to t~en: from 
the fathers; -whether, in wnting that passage, he was not thmking at 
the same time, of the Christians as a body. 

Plotinus, who does not distinguish the several parties of the Gnos
tics,8 thinking of those among them that held to the doctrine of an 
absolute opposition between the Demiurge and the Supreme God, and 
between the two oroers of world, says their doctrine led to the same 
practical result as did the principles of the Epicurean school, which 
denied everything divine, and made pleasure the highest good. For 
were it true that this world is utterly estranged from everything god
like, 80 that the latter cannot reveal or realize itself in it, men might 
safely conclude that they had nothing else to do but to make the best 
they could out of pleasure and profit; 4 and so they would, did not their 
own moral nature teach them better than such a system.s To these 
fundamental principles, too, he very justly traces the great defect in 
aU their systems, that they had nothing to say on the subject of moral
ity,6- and he sums up with these remarks: "To say, 'Look away to 
God,' is nothing W the purpose, unless you are taught how you may be 
able W look away W him; for what hinders one, you might say, from 
looking W God, though OJle should neither abstain from pleasure, nor 
moderate one's anger; since surely men may think of God's name, at 
the same time that they abandon themselves to their passions. Virtue, 
which goes right forward to its end and dwells in the soul with wisdom, 

1 KpttTn.nl "a~ Toil ovpalloii, oMi:1I 71"0

v6aar· 
~ Lib. III. Co 15. 
a Baur bas acknowledged this. See his 

work, jnst mentiooed, p. 446. In respect to 
the theoretical part, the speculative view of 
the univenoe, the majority of the alIusions 
in this book are doubtlels 10 the great Val. 
en tinian branch of the Gnostic system. In 
this I agree with Baur. In respect to the 
Pl"R<'tirai part, the attack seems to be direct
ed for the most part against the sheer Dual
istic and antinomian views. In fact. Por" 
phyry, the disciple of Plotinue, combats 
thie tendency in his work on .' .Abslinenc.e 
from animal food." I can find nothing in 
the book which may not be sufficiently well 
explained on this hypothesis, - nothing 
wh!t'b, as Baur supposes, could refer direct
ly to the sect of Marcion. In reference to 
the latter, Plotinus would DOt have passed 

over without any notice the strictly moral 
spirit which pervaded the se~t. The pre
eminently practical tendency of Marcion 
was in no sense calculated to"bring on any 
rollision between this school and the New 
Platonists. But it is noticeable that Por
phyry names no one of the Gnostics who is 
known to us, hut others who are quite un" 
known. Of the works, too, which are said 
to have been the fruit of illImeme labor on 
the part of the Gnostics mentioned bv him 
we know not.hing. P~rhaps we might ob~ 
tain more accurate information ahout an 
ante Christian Gnosis,if these works were 
in our hands. 

',"lila fJ7IJ"Ev ImAOV EVTav1'J-a J~ 6<fr1'!-et71 
V7I""P':01l. 

& El fJ"Tt~ Til q,vatt Tij aVTOV "petTTr.lV 
el71 r&v A.OYr.l1I TOVTr.lV. 

6 M7Irliva Myov 7I"ep2 u.peTii~ 7I"f7!"Otii~a,. 

http:TOVTr.lV
http:petTTr.lV
http:KpttTn.nl
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this enables one to see God. But when, without true virtue, GGCl is 
named, it is only an empty name." . . 

The most convenient basis which can be adopted for a classification 
of the Gnostic sects, is suggested by what has been said respecting tAe 
more important differences which obtained among them; that is, they 
may be rcferred to different classes, according as they were given.to 
a sterner or a milder form of Dualism; according as they represented 
the Demiurge as a being altogether alien from and opposed to the Su. 
preme God, or only as subordinate to him and acting even in the a.nte
christian period as his unconscious organ; according as they ackno.wl. 
edged the connection subsisting between the visible and invisible 
worlds, bctwcen God's revelation in nature, in history and Christianity, 
- the union of the Old and New Tcstamcnts as belonging to the 8&lII6 
whole of thc theocratic development, or denied all this, and admitted 
of nothing but an opposition in thesc several respects. In short, we 
may divide thc Gnostic sects into two classes; one attached, the oilier 
opposed to Judaism. If we may not always find the antithesis 80 

sharply defincd in fact as it is presented in our conception of it, oot 
shall observe many shades of transition from the stiff and rigid to the 
more pliable and flowing forms of doctrine, yet we must remember that 
this is precisely what might be expected in such a time of ferment and 
confusion - the same thing, in fact, which occurs in other well·founded 
instances of opposition. It furnishes no ground of objection, there
fore, against the correctnesfl of our division. 

As the first oppositions in the mode of apprehending Christianity 
arose from its birth·place in Judaism, the same was true also of the 
Gnosis; though subsequently the latter developed itself into a tendency 
directly opposed to Judaism. We observed, in fact, among the J uda.. 
izing sects themselves, Gnostic elements which were to be traced to 
mystical, theosophic and speculative tendencies existing among the 
Jews. Hence many phenomena may present themselves, which would 
leave us at a lo~s whether we ought to reckon them to Judaizing or to 
Gnostic sects; and as they are phenomena belonging to the boundaries 
of both, and constituting transition points between them, we may be in 
one sense right, whether we consider them as belonging to the end of 
the de lclopment of the Judaizing sects, or to the beginning of the de
velopment of the Gnostic sects. But wherever a phenomenon pre
sents itself, which in spirit and character belongs to a fundamentally 
Jewish mode of thinking, though it may be seen to contain individual 
elements of Gnosticism, yet we shall be obliged, notwithstanding, to 
refer it to the former system. Wherever certain tendencies or idea:s 
predominate in the spiritual atmosphere of a period, they without fail 
become mixed up with everything which in any way presents a possible 
point of union for them, even though in other respects of a quite oppo
site tendency. This holds good of the religious tendency which 8ho~ 
itself in the Clementines.1 Although it must be conceded, that indl' 

I I must explain myself on this point, Gnostic sects, is connected, indeed, with the 
where I differ from Dr. Baur. The way difference existing between us in the mod,e 
in which we differ in our distribution of the of apprehending the entire system of Gnoall

http:ackno.wl
http:given.to
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vidual ideas, closely related to G~ticist;n, are to be f~und in .this 
work yet the striving after a simplification of the doctnne of fruth; 
the doctrine of a. primitive religion, simply restored bJ: Moses .and 
Christ; the purely Jewish conception of ?riaTt~; the prommence gIVen 
to outward works the assertion of their meritoriousness, and the pre
dominant tendency to the outward and practical life, - all which the 
Gnostic himself would ascribe to a- psychical temperament, incapable 
of receiving the Gnosis, - all. ~s is too characteristically. distinctive 
of the Jewish fundamental posltlOn as opposed to the GnoslS, to leave 
it a moment doubtful, in which category we have to place this phenom
enon, while at the same time the work itself assumes a polemical atti
tude against Gnosticism, of which Simon Magus appears in this work 
88 the representative. We must place the tendency of the Clemen
tines, as not belonging itself to Gnosticism, but as representing the ex
treme J emh position, over against the system of Marcion. The 
extreme point of Judaism, most directly opposed to the Marcionitic 
heresy, we consider to be this: the Clementines recognize in Christian
ity '!Wtlting that is new; Christianity is only a restoration of the pure 
religion of Moses_ So far as the main question in the Clemen tines 
rela.tes to the restoration of a simple, monotheistic, primitive religion, 
and Judaism is stript entirely of its prophetic element, we see in it 
rather a precursor of Mohammedanism, than a form of the manifesta
tion of Gnosticism. 

But while we are constrained to adopt this division of the Gnostics 
into two main classes, we may at the same time conceive of a two-fold 
modification of the second anti...Tudaistic tendency. Either, e. g. 
Christianity was presented in direct opposition to Judaism; but, in 
compensation, brought into so much the closer connection with Pagan
ism, though not with the mythological, but speculative elemllnt of Hel
lenism; or else Christianity was severed from all connection whatever 
with earlier systems, so that it might appear in its complete elevation, 
its eclipsing glory, above all that went before it, - so that it might be 
free from all liability to corruption by elements from a preceding stage 
of culture. The first mentioned modification of Gnosticism, inasmuch 
as it brings Christianity into union with Paganism much more than with 
Judaism, must lose sight of the theistic principle itself as opposed to 
that of nature-religion, and hence must prove most injurious to the 
character of the Christian element. The second modification, on the 
other hand, comes into collision with the spirit of Gnosticism itself, by 
which it is on one side attracted, through the purely Christian interest, 
although misapprehended, which animates it.! 

After these general remarks, we now proceed to consider the several 
Gnostic sects in detail; and following the classification which appeared 

eism; and this difference, again, with the 1 r readily acknowledge, with thanks, that 
fundamental ditference in our theological I should, perhaps, not have come to this 
principles. I have not thought it proper to new modification of the division offered in 
anller any farther into the polemlC6 of the my genetic development, and in the first 
question, inasmuch as the ~unda for my edition of my Church History, without the 
own development of the subject lie in that impnlse given me by the strictures on my
dnelopment itsel£ e1aOl.6cation by Dr. Baur. 
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to us the most proper one, we shall speak first of those GmBtiC ucts 
which, attaching themselves to Judaism, held to a gradual development 
of the Theocracy among mankind from an original foundatirm of it 
in the race. 

Particular Sects. 
1. Gnostic Sects attaching themsdves to Judaism. 

CERINTHUS.-Cerinthus is best entitled to be considered as the inter. 
mediate link between the Judaizing and the Gnostic sects. To him the 
remark just made applies in all its force, that it may be disputed, whether 
he ought to be placed in the former or latter class of these sects; since in 
him, as has been shown already, elements of Ebionitism and of Gn08ti· 
cism are both found united. Hence even among the ancients, opposite 
reports from opposite points of view could arise respecting his doctrine, 
according as men gave prominence only to the Gnostic or only to the 
Judaizing element; 1 and hence the dispute on this point could be kept 
up even to modern times. In point of chronology, too, Cerinthus is 
the one who may be regarded as representing the principle in its trall8i· 
tion from Judaism to Gnosticism; for he made his appearance in Aaia 
Minor, ncar the extreme close of the apostolic age, when the tendencies 
allied to Essenism were now following out the Pharisaic Judaism which 
first mi.xed itself in with Christianity. As in the epistles which St. 
Paul wrote during his first imprisonment, we already find indicatioll8 
of the first appearance of such a phenomenon, we have no reason what
ever to call in question the tradition, which can be traced back to disci· 
pIes of the Apostle John himself, on the credit of which Irenreus certifi.e~ 
that Cer,inth was a contemporary of this apostle, and was combated by 
him. There is nothing improbable in what Theodoretus reports,2 that 
he began in Alexandria, received his first impulse from the theology 
of the Alexandrian Jews, drew from thence the germs of his doctrine, 
and made his appearance in Asia :Minor only at a somewhat later time. 

We detect the Jewish principle in Cerinth, when he places a bound· 
less ehasm between God and the world; and here comes in the hypoth. 
esis of numberless intermediate beings, or angels, -lower and higher 
orders of spirits - to fill up this chasm. In truth, the doctrine about 
the different classes of angels assumed in the later Jewish theology, a 
very important place. By the instrumentality of such angels, he 
taught, God created this world; - for it seemed to him beneath the 
dignity of the Supreme God that he should come into any immediate 
contact with a world so foreign from his essence.3 At the head of these 

1 To the Gnostic, by Iren::cus, in whose 
account, however, the .Judaizin 0' element 
occasionally shines through; - t;' the Juda. 
izing element, by the preshyter Caius, at 
Rome, and Dionysius, bishop of Alexan. 
dria, in their reports preserved to us by 
EllSebiuB. 

2 Hreret. fab. II. 3. 
8 Philo, too, thought it necessary to dis

tinguish, in the nature of man, the hiO'her 
element, proceeding immediately from God, 

and the lower, which was formed by infe· 
rior spirits, - vid. de mundi opificio, ; 24; 
and this notion finds something to fix Itself 
on in Plato, (Timrous. T. IX. p. 326, ed. 
Bipont.,) where he says the eternal, the 
godlike in man proceeds from the Suprer,ne 
God himself the mortal from the subordin· 
ate gods, - to them was to be ascribed the 
ufJava1''¥ fJV1/TOV 1rpoavt/Jaivew. The doc
trine, too, afterwards further proseellted and 
matured by the Gnostics, as we shall see, 



QMJUV8. 391 

angels he placed one, who, in w."'bole activity at this stage of existence, 
in his relation to this lower world, was to represent the Supreme God, 
and without knowing him, serve 18 all in:trument of ~s wil],1 Ce~n~h 
held to the representation that the MOS8l<l law was glVen by the IDllll8

try of angels; and this representation he e~.ployed. i~ the way ~lrea~y 
noticed, to explain, consistently with the divIDe ongm of JudaIsm, 11:8 
Bubordinate character. The angel who stood at the head of the rest, 
he may have regarded, perhaps, distinctively, as the ruler of the ~ewish 
people, and the being through wh.om the Supreme God revealed hImself 
to them. Above him, ilie J eWlsh people, at least as a body, never 
could rise; although a small number of enlightened persons, the spir
ituaJ. nucleus of the Israelitish people, fonned an exception. Men be
lieved they possessed aIld worshipped in him, the Supreme God himself. 
A like distinction, indeed, had been also made by Philo. From the great 
mass of the Jews, who were destined to represent objectively the type of 
God's people, but who possessed only an indirect knowledge of God 
as he presented himself in outward revelation aIld in his works gener
ally, or in his Logos; or who considered the Logos to be the Supreme 
God himself, and whose God was the Logos, - from this common mass 
oflthe Jews, he distinguished those who had soared beyond all that is 
indirect and positive, to the regi()n where the spirit comes into immedi
ate contact with the Absolute, the Wv or the 0'11 itself,- in other words, 
those whose God is the Supreme God himself.2 In those passages of 
the Old Testament where, after all aIlgel had spoken, God is introduced 
as speaking himself, Gen. 31: 13, Philo supposed he found presented 
that subordinate position or stage of religious development, at which the 
angel, through whom God reveals himself, is considered to be God him
self; or to which, rather, God, revealing hhnself in the fonn of an angel, 
leta himself down; - since in becoming all things to all, he becomes a 
man to men, exhibits himself in the likeness of man"m condescending to 
meet them at their own position. These are the ones who confound God 
as he manifests himself in his worb, with God as he.is in himself, in 
his essence; like persons who imagine that in the reflected image of the 
sun, they have its essential nature itself.3 Such representations the 
Gnostic theories may have originated; although, by holding fast to the 

respecting the different elements in human 
nature, which sprang in part from the Su
pl'ellle God, and pa.rtly from the Deminrge, 
~ht lean on too same basis. 

Thus we understand the doctrine of 
Cerinth, 118 exhibited by Iren81u8, lib. I. c. 
!i!6: "Non a primo Dca factum esse mUD
dum docDit, sed a virtute quadarn valde 
separata et distante ab eo. principo.litate 
que est super univ8rsa, et if.101'1111Ie ellrn 
qui est IUper omnia, Denm.' Jt is poasi:
ble, indeed, that Iren81118 tr-.naferred to tM 
doctrines of Cerinth, the character of tM 
later Gnoais. with which he Will 1D0l"e fa
miliar, and thWl attributed to Cerinth what 
!'$lily did not belon~ to him. But it is at 
laut in perfect keepmg with the whole con. 
nection of hi, l)'Item, iIII4 Jade c:GIl4naa

VOL. I. 84 

tion when we compare it with other Gnostic 
systems, to snppose that he conceived one 
of .the angels to be rliler over this stage of 
eXistence, and therefore designated him 
particularly as the fonner of the world. 

2 O{,ror (" AOyOr) 1;flW T;;;'V areit~v ali 
d1J Uear, r;;;v DE u09;;;v KILl TeArtWI' (, 1rPW
TOr· Legis allegor. 1. III. +73. See above, 
vol. I. p. 57. 

8 Gen. 31: 13. 'On TOv UYY';:AOV T01rO'V 
breaxe, "fill. T~ DOKeiv, oil fleraf3a').i)w, 
1rpbr Ti;v roii fl~1r(') DvvaJJEvov ra'V UA1J.qij 
~eov IJei'V ilI/lii.eta'V. Ka~{L1rep yap ~'V 
a~i.tO'V aV:r1J'V ii, ~itlO'V 01 ,,~ ovvufltPot 
T/hl ~AlO'V aVTo'V loeiv OpC,UL, oiir",{ Kal T~'V 
~"j) ~eoii Bixo'Va TO'll UYYCAOV aVToii i.6YQ1l 
t.If aVTOt> Kara'VooVul'V. De somniis, 1. 1 
t .&1. 
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side of fact and reality, they differ from the common Alexandrian the
ology, in which the Platonic and ideal elements much more predominttte. 

The Christology of Cerinth is based on the common Ebionite way of 
thinking. His notions respecting Jesus up to the time of his inaugur&
tion to the office of Messiah, appear to have been the same as we found 
among that class of Ebionites who· denied the supernatural conception 
of Christ. In common with these, he traced back all divine attributes 
in Christ to that descent of the Holy Spirit upon him, which accomp&
nied his baptism. The Holy Spirit, he regarded as the Spirit of 
the Messiah, (the 7rvtfJpa Xpurrov,) as the true heavenly Christ himself 
(0 elV'" Xpurrf,,;.) By this Spirit, Christ was led to the knowledge of 
the Supreme God, who was before unknown to him. It was the same 
who through Christ revealed this unknown God, and who bestowed 
on Christ the supernatural power of working miracles. The lower, 
earthly Messiah, (0 Kar", xpurror,) the man Jesus, was only the vehicle 
and organ of that heavenly Christ, who wrought in him. If Christ, the 
crucified, proved a stone of stumbling to those Jews who conceived the 
idea of the Messiah in accordance with the common political spirit; the 
same Jewish spirit presents itself in Ccrinth, only under another form, 
corresponding to the theosophical, Magian turn of his mind. Cerinth 
had no conception of the divinity appearing in the form of a servant, in 
the extreme of self-humiliation. He was for no other Messiah than one 
who should manifest himself in splendor; for no other than a glorified 
Christ. The heavenly Christ, according to the doctrine of Cerinth, is 
superior to all suffering; - he withdrew from the man Jesus when he 
was given up to the pains of death. The very fact of his suffering 
proves that Jesus had been forsaken by that higher spirit, superior to 
all pain; for had he remained united with that spirit, he could not pos
sibly have been overcome by force, nor subjected to suffering or death. 
Accordingly it is pfobable that Cerinth attached no importance to this 
suffering, as connected with the work of redemption; yet possibly he 
may have regarded it as a proof of that piety and devotion to God, by 
which Jesus entitled himself to the highest reward. In cpnsistency 
with his whole mode of thinking, he must now have supposed that 
the higher Christ united himself again with Jesus, who had shown his 
perfect obedience to the Supreme God under all sufferings, that by 
him he was awakened from death, and exalted to heaven. But we 
have no information as to the farther development of his ideas. Ac
cording to a report of Epiphanius, he denied the resurrection of Jesus. 
Supposing this to have been so, the connection of his doctrines would 
have to be conceived, perhaps, somewhat after the following way: The 
higher Christ was not again to unite himself with the man Jesus, until 
he should establish him a victorious sovereign over the Messiah's king
dom, and with him awaken all the faithful to share in hi~ triumph. The 
report of Epiphanius, however, is not to be trusted; -for lIB he went 
on the hypothesis, that the Apostle Paul had everywhere to encounter 
the followers of Cerinth, it is possible he may have been led, by some 
passages in the 15th chapter of the first epistles to the Corinthians, to 
impute to the latter an opinion which did not belong to him. 
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Cerinthus agreed with the Eb~onite8, again, in :na~taining t~at. the 
Mosaic law continued, in a certain sense, to be bmdmg on ChrIstIans. 
He may have held, perhaps, that by the heavenly Christ, Judaism in 
its highest sense, which was not yet clear even t~ the ang~ls who gave 
the la.w, the 'Iovooi'ul'0r 'lnJetJl'aT!KOr (heavenly things typIfied by the 
earthly) bad been revealed first; - that the earthly shadow, how
ever, would still continue, until the triumphant ushering in of the Mes
siah's kingdom, or the beginning of the new and heavenly order of 
thin!!8. But since Epiphanius says of him, that he adhered in part to 
Jud~m, and it is not probable that Epiphanius would have invented 
any thin 0' precisely of that sort; 1 we may conclude that Cerinth did not 
look u~n everything in Judaism as alike divine; but that, in some 
sort, like the author of the Clementines, and many of the Jewish, mys
tic sects, he distinguished an original Judaism from its later corrup
tions, and that he insisted on the continued obligation of only that 
part of the ceremonial law which he reckoned as belonged to the former. 

As an intermediate link and point of transition between the earthly 
and the new, heavenly and eternal order of the world, Cerinth, in com
mon with many of the Jewish theologians, placed a happy period of a 
thousand years, when Jesus, having triumphed, through the power of 
the heavenly Christ united with him, over every enemy, would reign in 
the glorified Jerusalem, the central point of the glorified earth. It was 
inferred from Ps. 90: 4, too literally understood, that as a thousand 
years is with God as one day, the world would continue in its then con
dition for six thousand years; and at the end of this earthly period of 
the world, would follow a thousand years of sabbaths (of uninterrupted 
blessedness) on the earth, when the righteous should be delivered from 
all their conflicts. It may be a question, indeed, whether he enter
tained such gross and sensual notions of this millenial sabbath, as 
Caius and Dionysius imputed to him. Such views would hardly be in 
keeping with his system as a whole. He spoke of a wedding feast
an image then commonly emph)yed to signify the blessed union of the 
Messiah with his people; 2 but anyone who was not familiar with the 
figurative language of the East, and who interpreted his langtIaO'e un
der the bias of unfriendly feelings, might put a wrong construction on 
such images. Dionysius says, that in speaking of festivals and offer
ings, he was only seeking to palliate his gross, sensual notions.3 But 
what was his warrant for s11ch a supposition? If Cerinth really taught 
such a grossly sensual Ch.il~asm, we s.h?uld in this see something so 
wholly repugnant to the spmt of GnostIClsm, so strongly preponderating 

1 IIpOt1Fxf<V Tii> 'IovdalufLii> a7l'~ I'epovr. 2 The Gnostics also descrihed the hlessed· 
It may be affirmed with certainty, that ness of the 7I'VtvfLaTlKOi, when received into 
Epiphanius meant to denote in this way a the Pleroma, under the image of a wedding
partial observance of the Mosaic rites. -As feast, of a maniage between the (1(jTiJp and 
it was his object here to distinguish Cerinth the uot/Jia, the spiritual natures and the an
from CarpocrntcB, who rejected Judaism, gels, (see below.) Thus in Heracleon, "ava
the phrnse might be understood of a par. 7I'avmr *ev Y"fL't'," cited by Orig. in Joann. 
tial rerognition of JUdaism as a divine in T. X. § 14. 

stitution, - partial, so far at least as he 8 Euseb. hist. eccles. lib. III. c. 28. 

made angels only its authors. 
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on the side of the Jewish point of view, as to make it neceasary for'1III 
to rank him with the J udaists rather than with the Gnostics. . 

BASILIDES. - From Cerinth we pass to Basilides, who lived in the 
first half of the second century. It is in the highest degree probable 
that Alexandria was the principal seat of his activity; - the stamp J 
the Jewish-Alexandrian culture both in him, and in his son Isidorus,l_ 
whose name denotcs his Egyptian origin, - is too strongly marked to 
be mistaken. But the account given by Epiphanius, that Syria, the 
common birth-place of the Gnostic systems, was also the native land or 
Basilides, is not in itself improbable, though not absolutely certain. 
The doctrines of emanation and Dualism formed the gro1llld-work of his 
system. At the head of the world of emanation he placed that unre
vealed God, who is infinitely exalted above all representations and 
names.2 The medium of transition between this incomprehensible first 
gro1llld, and all the following evolution of life, was the unfolding of the 
same into its several self-individualizing powers, which are so ma.ny 
names of the Ineffable. Man can conceive God only after the analogy 
of his own mind,. and this analogy is bottomed on an objective truth, 
since the mind of man is God's image. On this rests the truth lying 
at the root of the intellectual process through which we arrive at the 
formation of our conceptions of the divine attributes, and the truth lying 
at the bottom of these individual attributes themselves. But the 
Gnostic, incapable of distinguishing the objective and subjective, trans
ferred this to the evolution of objective existence from the divine, pri
mal essence. In order to the production of life-he conceived-it 
was necessary that thc being who includes all perfection in himself, 
should unfold himself into the several attributes which express the idea 
of absolute perfection; and in place of abstract, notional attributes, un
suited to the Oriental taste, he substitued living, seif-su.iJsistent, ever 
active, hypostatised powers: first, the intellectual powers, the spirit 
(vo,;,,) the reason (AOYOf,) the thinking power (</>POV1/lJtt;,) wisdom (<1opia;) 
next, might (ovva/-,t,) whereby God executes the purposes of his wisdom; 
and lastly the moral attributes, independently of which God's almighty 
power is never exerted: namely, holiness or rlwral perfection (OtKatorrVvn,) 
where the term is to be understood according to its Hellenistic and He
brew meaning, - not in the more restrictcd scnse of our word right
eousness.3 Next to moral perfection follows inward tranquillity, peace 
(elp~V'l') which, as Basilides rightly judged, can exist only in connec
tion with holiness: - and this peace, which is the characteristic of the 
divine life, concludes the evolution of life within God himself.'" The 
number seven was regarded by Basilides, as it was by many theosoph
ists of this period, as a sacred number; and accordingly those seven 
powers (ovva/-'€l~) together with the primal ground out of which they 

1 The name, however, is a singular one cially those of the second class, used this 
for the son of a person of Jewish descent. word to denote a moral quality only ill 

2 '0 uKaTovo/-,aIJTO(, U.PPT/TO(. which there was more or less of defcct,
8 It is remarkable that Basilides employed the notion of justice or righteousness in 1101 

the word OlKalO<1VV1/. according to the Hel more restricted sense. (See below.) 
lenistic and Hebrew usage, to denote moral 4 Iren. lib. I. c. 24; lib. II. c. 16. Clem. 
perfection; while the other Gnostics, espe- Strom. lib. IV. f. 539. 
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were evolved, constituted in- his scheme the 'KptJ'N/ oydoar, the first octave, 
or root of all existence. From this point, the spiritual life proceeded 
to evolve itself farther and farther, into numberless gradations of exist
ence, each lower one being ever the impression, the anti type (uvTinl7ror) 
of the higher •. 

We perceive here, for the first time, that grand idea of Gnosticism, 
that one law, in different degrees and forms of application, pervades all 
the stages and kinds of existence, so that everything from highest 
to lowest is produced by a uniform law; - those general laws of the 
universe, after the knowledge of which science in its more profound in
vestigations feels itself impelled to struggle, although the attainment of 
the end, the complete resolution of the problem, must be reserved for the 
intuition of a higher state of existence. It is the striving to find the unity 
again in the endless multeity; to gain a knowledge of the 7rOAV7rOIKtAOr 

(fa<pia in its 41rAOT1Jr, from the mirror of its self-manifestation. 
Might we safely judge from the opinions of later Basilideans, as they 

are presented by Irenreus, and from the Basilidean gems and amulets, 
respecting the doctrines of the original school, it would appear that 
Basilides, holding to seven homogeneous natures in each gradation of 
the spiritual world, supposed that there were three hundred and sixty
five such regions or gradations of the spiritual world, answering to the 
days of the year. This was expressed by the mystical watch-word 
U{3pU~ar, formed after the Greek mode of reckoning numbers by the 
alphabet.l 

Within this emanation-world, each was precisely what it ought to be 
at its own proper stage; but from the mixture of the godlike and the 
ungodlike arose disharmony, which must be reduced again to harmony. 

It is to be regretted, that at this point, a hiatus exists in the accounts 
we have of the system of Basilides. The question here arises, whether 
he followed the theory which attributed this mixture to a falling down of 
the divine germ of life into the bordering chaos, or the one which sup
posed a self-active kingdom of evil, and traced the mixture to an 
encroachment of this kingdom on the realm of light. 

After what has been said, however, in our introductory remarks, no 
very great importance can be attr.ibuted to this difference, so far as it 
would be likely to affect the particular shaping of the system. In an 
ancient writing of the fourth century,2 some expressions are quoted 
from a work of Basilides,3 in which the subject of discourse relates to 

1 It may be, that this tenn, which denotes tended. But I must agree with Baur, who, 
the whole emanation·world, lIS an evolution in his work on the religious system of the 
of the Supreme Essence, had some other Manicheans, p. 85, pronounces the argu
meaning besides j but e\'cry attempt to ex· ments of Gieseler not satisfactorr The qual
pl,in it would be arbitrary, sinee there are ifieation, I. Bnsilides antiquior,' ~an hardlv 
no eertain data extant on which to proceed. be understood to menn, that a difrerent per. 

~ The disputation of Archclaus and Mani, son from that Basilides who had some time 
preserved to us in the IJatin translation, c. before been mentioned (c.38.f 175) in con· 
55. In }'abrieins' edition of the works of nection with Marcion and Valentine, was 
Hippolytns, f. 193. intended; for the allusion to a person who 

8 Gieseler, it is true, in a review of bis, had been named so far ba~k, is too remote;
(Stndien und Kritiken, J. ) 830, S. 397,) has it must necessarily have been more strong. 
denied that Bnsilides 1M Gnostic is here in- Iy mal·ked. The "antiquior" may be very

24· . 
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a poor and a rich principle; the nature of the poor being represented 
as one which has supervened, obtruded itself upon things, as withom 
root and without plaee. l These very obscure and enigmatical worda 
are, indeed, only a fragment. But if we take into consideration, that 
in tbis whole work of Basilides, or at least in the portion to which thia 
sentence forms the introduction, the subject relates to the ~ntagoni8lD 
of a good and evil principle, and that afterwards the manifestly Z0ro
astrian doctrine concerning tbe kingdoms of Ormuzd and of Ahriman is 
alluded to,2 it will appear probable that those obscure, introductory 
words are only a symbolical designation of these two principles. The 
good principle is the rich, the evil principle the poor element. The 
bein" " without root and place," characterizes the absoluteness of the 
principle, that emerges all at once, and mixes itself in the evolution of 
existence. Probably the poor was attracted, by a craving of need, 
toward the riches which were presented to view, and which excited in 
it an irresistible longing to abstract something for itself. Probably 
Basilides would next proceed to cite the Persian doctrine as corrohon,. 
tive of his own dualistic theory. It comports with this view of the matter, 
if, as is stated by Clement of Alexandria, it be true, that he deduced the 
foreign element which united itself with the godlike nature of man, 
from a IDL'{ture of these principles.3 If the charges which Clement of 

well understood as referring to the a~e of "original," - which signification, indeed, 
BlI8ilides as compared with that of Mani ; etymologically, it unquestionably admits 
and the "quidam," used with regard to a of, - and he refers what is here said to the 
person who had been already named with fall and its consequences. He supposes 
others, does not strike me as so very singn " thut Basilidcs, according to his rigid theo
lar, ospecially in such a style of writing. ry of God's justice, could not allow thaI 
Bnt how can snch slight reasons warrant us, human souls were th,own into these bonds 
when everything else perfectly agrees with of matter without previous guilt." But 
the BMilides kuown to us, to suppose another neither indeed wonld deriving the distur· 
living at the same period, who also must hance of the divine in individuals from the 
have taught dualistic doctrines? The trac· fall agree with the theory of justice, app~ 
tatus of Rrrsiliile.s here cited is probably the hen,led in this rigid sense. According to thiS 
same work with the U,7JY7JTrKa, to which theory, on the contrary, each must atone for 
Clement of Alexandria refers. his own sin. And even if Basilides taught, 

1 Per parvulam (here there is prohahly a as Gieseler assumes, that the divine germ 
false trn.uslatiou or a false readiug) dh·itis of life became mixed with a dead matter, 
et pauperis naturam, sine mdiee et sine loco (V47J); yet nothing is gained in this way, 
rebus supervcnicntcm, nnde pnllulaverit in which could avail any thing in carrying ont 
dirat. the rigid theory of justice. The sonls would 

2 QUlI: de honis et malis etinm harhari in still rontinue to suffer in consequence of an 
quisiverunt. Here the barbari are the Per inevitahle mischance; unless we TI!~Y 8~p" 
SiIUlS, for the doctrine immediately eited is pose that the first mixture of the spmt With 
evidently the pure Parsic doctrine. The mattcr was connected with guilt, and refer 
same form of presentation may perhaps be this mixture itself to a primitive fall in the 
recognized also in the manner in which Isi world of spirits. Bnt even in ~hat c~e, 
dorns, the son of Basilides, refers certain what was at first connected wah gUlI~ 
enigmatiC'll cxprcsRiollS of Phcrerides Sy would, in its consequences, b~ to t~e 80~la 
rins, loa cope stretched out in the starry afterwards produced, only nn IllhCl:t~d mlS· 
heavens over the I'calm of light. a bulwark fortune. A theory of justice so rll,,'ld Ifnd 
opposed to the kingdom cf d:trkness. Vid. narrow must g;cllcrally, if it supposes 8 
Clemens 8mJln. 1. VI. f. 621; Orig-. c. Cels. cosmil'ul Rnd histOl"ically cohering proce~S 
I. VI. c. 42; l'hereeydis fragmenta, pag. 46, of cvolution become involved in mauy dlf· 
ed. Sturz. ficulties and contradictions. It may be 

" TU(laxor Ka! 171;YXV'rtr aptl"" Clemens ?Onccived, perhaps, that J!l9;silides .snpposed, 
Strom.!' II. f.408. Gieseler, in the review III the Iirst place, an 0l1gmal mlxtu~e of 
mentioned in a former note, p. 396, has pre principles as the cause of all other dlst~· 
ferred the signification of the word apxu,or, bances, and then still held fast to the prlD' 
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Alexandria brings agaiMt~Basi~es, that he ~eified the. devil, might 
have reference to his DualISm, th18 would furnIsh a certam proof, that 
he adopted the doctrine about Ahriman ; 1 but this accusation is not to 
be 80 understood. It is to be considered as merely hypothetical; the 
arbit,rary deduction of an inference. from an assertion o~ Basilides, 
which does not belong here, but of whIch we shall have occasIOn to speak 
hereafter.:! 

But whatever might have been the origin of this mixture of light and 
darkness, of the godlike and the ungodlike, it was ?bliged, accordi.ng 
to this system, to subserve the purpose of the godlike, to accomphsh 
the idell.8 of the divine wisdom, - of the law which regulates the en
tire evolution of life; since the kingdom of evil is, in itself, nothing
the godlike is the real; the element destined to triumph by its own 
nature. 

Light, life, 8OUl, goodness, on the one hand - darkness, death, mat
ter, evil, on the other, - these were the corresponding members of the 
antithesis, which, according to Basilides' system, extends through the 
whole progressive course of the world. Eyerywhere, as rust deposita 
itself on the surface of iron, darkness and death cleave to the fallen 
8eeds of light and life; the evil to the good; the ungodlike to the 
godlike; - while at the same time it is impossible that the original es
sence should, in this way, ever be destroyed. It must only purify 
itself by degrees from the foreign dross, in order to gain once more its 
original splendor; -just 11.8 the iron needs to be cleansed from its rust, 
in order to recover its higher lustre.3 Such a process of purification 
he considered to be the whole course of the present world - which was 
formed for this end, namely, to separate the godlike from all foreign 
mixture, and conduct it back to its kindred element, to a reunion with its 
originaJ source. 

cip)e that all suffering is in some way or 
other a correlative of subjective sin. , 

Now though the word apX'K6~ may un
doubtedly signify the original, yet the man
Der in which the words apx~. Miyor upxUWt;, 
POIJf1fJXi.4, are employed in the Alexandrian 
use of the languagu, is more favorable to 
my own view of the sense, and the connee
tion of the words leeml to me to favor it 
likewise j for aiJrXV!1t{ signifirs a confused 
mixture, and thiS requires some determina
tion, Now dat it is that is mixed ~ther, 
the word UpX'K~ shows, -it is a mixlUg to
gether of principles. Doubtless I must ad· 
mit, that the words need not necessarily 
designate a confusion or intermin~ling of 
the potencies of light with a self·active king
dom of Ahriman, but that they may also 
denote the mixture of the fallen, divine 
germ of life with a dead VAfJ. But we can
not allow there is any force in the argument 
vf Gieseler, that if Bafilides bad entel1llin
eli a theon clO8ely related to the Zoroutrian 
Dualism, -Doretism would have been the 
necessary re~nlt. We have already assert
ed, and must again repeat, that by such 
reasonings greater importance is BSl'ribed 

to this difference than really belongs to it. 
Just.&8 in the original Parsism, such a mix
ture of the kingdom of Ahriman with the 
kingdom of light might be supposed, and 
this world derived therefrom, without yet 
making the evil principle in the world o£ 
sense so radical a one as it is presupposed 
to be by Docetism; while, on the other 
hand, it would be possible to strut from the 
notion of the VA'I, and yet be led to Doce:
tism, as the example of Marcion teaches. 

1 Clem. Strom. I. IV. f. 507: Set<i(..v TO'll 
,JiU.{3oA(W. 

2 Here I must allow Gieseler to be right, 
and retract my former view of the matter. 

8 Basilides says this of all suffering of 
the fallen light·nature generally. "Pain 
and anxiety. deposit themselves outwardly 
on things, like, the rust on iron," (Q 1rOVO, 
/Cal (, tp6{3or tmrrop.{3atVEL TOir 1rpaYfLa!1LV
Wr Q IQr rc;. uLl5~p't'.) Strom. 1. IV. f. 509, a. 
1n all this we see the spirit of the original 
ZOl'oostrian doctrine far more clearly ex
pn!J8ed than in the gloomy Dualism of other 
Gno8tics, where the Zoroastrian doctrines 
·appear as if modified by a tone of mind 
which did not spring from that system. 

http:accordi.ng
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In the system of Basilides, we find contradictory elementa. On the 
one hand, there prevails in it, by virtue of the Dualism and the mixture 
of the two principles, the idea of a natural necessity determining the 
fate of souls; but, on the other hand, he takes great pains to give dis
tinct prominence to the notion of justice, - a justice which accurately 
weighs the amount of merit and demerit; and to the notion of a free 
will, which conditions the whole development and destiny of man. As 
in man's life on earth, each moment stands connected with the one 
which preceded it, and is thereby determined, according to the differ
ent application he may give to it by his free will, so in Basilides' 
scheme, the life of each individual man on earth stands connected, in 
the great refining process of the universe, with the preceding series of 
existcnccs. Each one brings evil with him out of some earlier state of 
existence; and has to atone for it and purify himself from it in the 
present lifc. Upon his moral conduct, again, in this earthly life, de
pends his condition in a subsequent state of existence. In this sense 
Basilides explains the 'Words of Moses, respccting retribution until the 
third and fourth generation. l Thus it is certain that the transmigra
tion of souls, within the sphere of humanity, occupies an important 
place in the system of Basilides. 

But here the question arises, whether he did not extend his doctrine 
about the transmigration of souls still further; whether he did not sup
pose that the soul migrated also into the brute animal kingdom. This 
might seem, indeed, to jar with the Theodicee above noticed, which 
sprang out of the strict notion of justice; but the words of Basilides 
himself2 express such a doctrine, when, in explaining Rom. 7: 9, he 
says: "I lived once without the law; that is, before I came into this 
human body, I lived in a bodily shape which is not subject to the law; 
in a brute body." There is evidently pre-supposed here a transposition 
of the soul from the organism of the brute body, which still holds the 
conscionsness of reason enthralled, into the organism of the human 
body, in which it attains to free development, and hence to the con
BciOltsness of the moral law. Such a doctrine is closely connected, 
too, with the fundamental ideas of Basilides. From the kingdom of 

. evil, of darkness, nothing positive can proceed - it is only like the rust, 
which deposits itself on iron. All that issues from the realm of light 
is life and soul. From the kingdom of darkness, which has mixed itself 
in with the products of the kingdom of light, that only springs which 
holds enthralled the light and the germs of life, - the souls every
where scattered, - which does not suffer them to come to themselves. 
It is the bond of matter. Thus he was obliged to recognize also in the 

1 The proof of this is to he found in the and principles of their master. But the 
words of the Didasral. Anatol. in Clement connection in which this doctrine stands 
of Alexandria, cd. l'"ris, 1641, f. 794: To' with his principles, evinces t~at it J?l~st be 
.:1eil~ u.rroo,oov~ Erri 1P1T1}V Nai TETUpT1}V ye actnally considered as havmg ongmated 
VEUV rolf 1l7redlovG'l, q,aatv Ol. U7rO Bao"LAt:l with him. 
<lou KaTt' Tar tV(;(,JpaT<JrTt'lf· It is true, the 2 Preserved by Origin in the fifth hook 
writer is here speaking only of the follow of his Commentary on Roman" T. IV. 
ers of Basilide., and among these there opp. f. 549. 
were some who departed far from the spirit 
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brute kingdom a. I!oul oppressed and confined by elements belonging to 
the kingdom of darkn~88. And this we should have to reconcile with 
his principle, already stated, respecting justice and divine retribution, 
in the following manner. As long as the soul is kept confined in that 
lower kingdom of nature, it lies prostrated under the destiny of that 
mixture, under the power of the na.ture which fetters it; but when it 
once attains to a free d~velopment of the rational principle, or of its 
light-nature, or when it hag once passed over into the human organism', 
the law of rigid justice begins to apply in deciding the destiny of the 
free rational beings thus produced. 

According to Bagilides, then, there is no such thing ag a dead na
ture. What is dead, has no existence for itself; it is only that which 
oppresses actual life, till the reaction of the latter becomes strong 
enough to burst the enveloping rind. Thus, throughout all nature, he 
perceives a life striving after release from the bonds of matter, in a 
progressive movement towards freedom, from the mineral kingdom, up
ward through the different stages of nature to man. Accordingly the 
ethics of Basilides was based on his cosmogonic doctrine, when proceed· 
ing on this principle of the identity of life and soul in all things,l he 
announced the law: "Love must embrace all, because all things stand 
in a certain relation to all, - all things are closely akin to all." 2 And 
so, in the purifying and evolving process of the universe, there pre
vails a two-fold law; - the law of natural necessity in the evolution 
from below upward to man; and the progressive education, determined 
by the laws of the moral order of the universe, from man onward; from 
this point, progress and regress, bliss and wretchedness, are conditioned 
on free self-determination. 

What we remarked concerning the place which the Demiurge occu
pied in the systems of the first class of Gnostic sects, applies to that 
angel, who, Basilides supposed, was set over the entire earthly course 
of the world, over the whole purifyjng process of nature and history. 
This being he denominates the ruler, (0 apxc.JV.) This Archon does 
not, according to his doctrine, act in his government of the world inde
pendently and arbitrarily; but the whole proceeds ultimately from the 
overruling providence of the Supreme God. . 

Three factors meet together in the remarkable doctrine of Basilides 
concerning providence; - but the factor from which everything even
tually springs and on which everything depends, though through num
berless intermediate agents, is the Snpreme God himself. From him 
comes the law implanted in the nature of all beings, according to whieh 
they develope themselves, and which conditions all influences by which 
they are capable of being affected - the law containincr in itself the 
whole process of the development of the universe. Th~ Archon does 
!l0thing more than give the impulse to the execution of that which 
18 already grounded, so far as it concerns the inherent law and the im
planted power, in the individual beings themselves. He works on all 

1 As in Buddhaism. Til IIYa7rt1cevat u1!'av1'a, (m AcIyov cLlI'oat:i-
S The words of Basilides, AS they IIrtl 'oval 1!'pil~ Til 1!'UV ulI'av1'a. 

found in Clement, Strom. L VI. f. 508: 
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in obedience to this law of nature derived from the Supreme God and 
calls forth what is deposited and prepared in these laws of n~tare 
into action; - and in this guiding activity of his, he acts simply 
though unconscious of it, as an instrument of the Supreme God. "Al 
though that which we call providence," says Basilides, " begins to be 
put in motion by the Atchon, yet it had been implanted in the nature 
of things at the same time with the origin of that nature, by the God 
of the universe." 1 

We see how Basilides endeavored to take a middle course between 
two opposite ways of conceiving the divine government of the world:_ 
that which represented God as operating only in a transitive manner 
upon things without himself; and the other, the Neo-Platonic, which 
used the word providence to denote simply an eternal, immanent neces
sity in the universe, developing itself according to invariable laws. 
Although, in his htnguage, he approaches to the Neo-Platonic view,2 
yet he adopts nothing but what can be reconciled with the theistic view 
of the world; and in him we find fresh confirmation of what we have be
fore said respecting the relation of Gnosticism to the Neo-Platonic 
philosophy. The recognition of a personal God, whose agency is con
tinually and everywhere concerned in the evolution of the universe, 
and the teleological moment, closely connected therewith, distinguish 
his fundamental position from that of Neo-Platonism. Hence, too, the 
communication of something higher, of something above nature and 
above reason, finds place in his system; while to Plotinus, on the other 
hand, that which is above reason must appear contrary to reason. 

Closely connected with Basilides' doctrine respecting the angels, the 
different grades of the spiritual world, respecting the process of puri
fication, and the training of incorporated souls, is that of his son Isido
rus, which, perhaps, we may properly refer back to the father,-that 
every soul, on becoming incorporated in a body, is attended by an 
angel, possessing some affinity with its peculiar nature, to whom is COUl

mitted the guidance of its particular process of purification, and of its 
particular training; and who, probably, after its separation from the 
body, was supposed to accompany it to the place of its destination con
ditioned by its conduct on earth - in this sense, a guardian spirit, 
which everywhere accomranies its kindred soul. Such a spirit, ac
cording to Isodorus, was the demon of Socrates.3 

1 CI~m~n8.•S~ro~. \. IV;. f; 509: 'H 1rp?-
VOla (rE, /:'l Kal UITO (not VITO, beeau~e thiS 
impulse pl"Oe~en" indeed, from him, but is 
to be deri"cd from another as the first 
ca.use.) TOU (lPlOV'rOr, wr </Jflval, KwEia19al 
c'l.pXE:Tal., (tAA-' tYKan:crITUp1J Tab; ovaiau; m)v 
KaL Tri rwv 01)(JUJV YEVfUet rrpor roiJ TWV 

OAl.JV {YEOV. It is true, Clement does not 
cite these words directly as the language of 
Basilidcs. But as he is treating of him in 
this whole passage, and as the expression 
apxl.Jv is peculiar to Basilides, it scarcely 
admits of douht, tbat Clement, who is bent 
on refuting Basilides on his own principles, 
makes use of his own words. 

beO'inninO': fE1f'ft ae TO ad /Ca2 TO OV1l"OTt 

fl~b Ti;! KO~fl~J Ti;!Oe .paflfv 7raptivat. rirv 1rPO:. 
VOtav op{Yw~ flv Kat UKUAOV{YOr Atyolftev TyJ 
1faVTt c:iVUl) TO Kara vovv abTO elvat. , 

8 Isidorus cites, in the first book of bls 
exposition of the prophet Parchor, so call· 
ed, a doctrine of this sort taught by the. an· 
cients, as one of the loftier truths rec,elved 
by them: 4>aat Vi: 01 'ATTtKot fl,EI'1JVVafJ~l 
TtVu J.wKpuret 1rapmoflivov oaip:'01Jor av~yJ. 
Kat 'APUITOTiA1Jr; cJaifl,oat KEXP1/afJat 1ra~· 
Tar UV~pW7rOVr AiyE' (fVVofl,apTOV(f1V av".otr 
7rapu TOV xpovov TiJr €val.JflaTWaEl.Jr. WI~h
ont doubt, from some writing falsely attrlb· 
uted to Aristotle. Strom. 1. VI. f. 641. 

Z Vid. Plotin. Ennead. III. I. II. at the 

http:val.JflaTWaEl.Jr
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It appears evident from what has been said, how far Basilides was 
from adopting an absolute Dualism; how far he was from countenan~ 
ing an unchristian contempt or morose hatred of the world; how hIS 
system, perhaps, led those who studied it to recognize the revelation 
of one God in the creation, to observe the connection subsisting between 
divine things and natural, between grace and nature. His aim was, to 
make men conscious of the unity of God's revelation in nature and in 
history, - to lead them" to consider the whole universe as one temple
of God." The Theodicee was with him a point of the greatest impor
tance. Faith in the goodness, holiness, and justice of Providence stood 
more firmly fixed in his mind, than all things else. Whenever, in con
templating the course of the world, difficulties presented themselves to 
his mind, leading to perplexity and doubt, his last word ever was, " I 
will assert anything, sooner than I will allow a complaint or a slur to be 
cast on Providence." 1 

From Basilides' theory of the Archon in his relation to the Supreme 
God, we may easily infer what his opinion was of Judaism, and of its rela
tion to Christianity. The Jews are, it is true, in idea, and in the ideal sig
nificancy of their religion and of their national destination, that conse
crated peopl~ of the Supreme God, from whom the true knowledge and 
worship of the Most High was one day to proceed; but in actual mani
festation, they appear only as a people devoted and consecrated to the 
Archon, who for a while constitutes the highest potence in the history 
of the world. The great mass of this people regarded him as the Su
preme and only God. It was tije spiritual men alone among the Jews, 
they who constituted the spiritual Israel, that became actually con
scious of that ideal significancy, and in whom it attained to its realiza
tion. These alone soared beyond the Archon himself to the presentiment 
of the Supreme God, revealing himself through the other, as his uncon
scious instrument. They only could rise to the intuition of the ideas 
inspired by the Supreme God in the Archon, which the latter reveals 
under the cover of Judaism, without comprehending them himself. 
These ideas, not fathomed by the Archon himself, to whom they were 
exhibited under a sensuous covering and drapery answering to the in
ferior grade of his limited nature, form the connecting link betwixt this 
mediated and veiled revelation of the Supreme God in the Old Testa
ment and his immediate and unveiled self-manifestation in Christianity. 
Accordingly Basilides says, "Moses erected but one temple of God, 
and thus proclaimed one universe of God."2 By this was hinted, as we 
find .it somewhat similarly expressed in Philo, the universality of the 
reference, lying at the very foundation of Judaism. Basilides, how
ever, did not confine himself to the canonical writings of the Old Testa
ment alone. He made use of apocryphal scriptures besides, which are 

, 
1 IIall ep;;', /ttillov ~ lCaJlall TO 1rPOVOVV Philo and Josephus, also, both consider the 

·lp;;'. Strom. 1. IV. f. 506. temple as a symbol of the world, and carry 
I 'Eva d' ow vit.lv itJpvaa/tellor ToV ~toV, the lm~ into further details. Philo 'lrEP~ 

/tOllO'Yt1Jij Tt 1C0a1'0II lCa~ntlAt. Strom. /t0vapxtar I. II.: To /tEv UVt.lTaT<,l Ka? 'lrpilr
1. V. f. 583, D. We perceive here, both in ciA~~etaV /epov ~£ov vO/t,(ttv TOV aV/t1ravTa. 
the thought and the expression, the ele ~pij lCoa,.rov elVa!, TO cle XEtpOT/t1JTOV. 

ments of an Alexandrian·Jewish educalion. 
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unknown to us - predictions of a certain prophet Pax:chor, and revela
tions passing under the name of the Patriarch Ham. We can hardly 
suppose such writings were forged by him or his school. Probably 
they were works handed down from more ancient times; wO}1ks whieh 
he used in good faith; - monuments of some older ante·Christian 
source of the ideas lying at the root of the Gnosis. Perhaps he be
lieved that in these documents he found a still clearer exposition of the 
loftier truth transmitted in the form of secret doctrines, than he could 
find in the canonical scriptures of the Old Testament. He might easily 
explain it to his own satisfaction, how a people who had no recipiency 
for such ideas, would naturally have nothing to do with the books eon
taining this higher truth, and so rejected them. 

We perceive here such an element of universality; - and with this 
agrees the fact, that he did not confine the tradition of the higher 
truth in the ante-Christian period exclusively to the Jewish people, but 
supposed that he found indications of the same truth beyond the limitt 
of that nation. We have seen, indeed, that he eites the doctrine of Z0
roaster as a testimony of the truth. The fact that he derived the tradi· 
tion of the higher wisdom from Ham, not from Shem, indicates perhaps 
that he acknowledged the authority of a tradition whieh was not He
brew. It is not improbable, that he valued the wisdom of those who 
by the Greeks were called barbarians, above the Greek philosophy it
self.1 Yet it is certain, as appears from a remark of Isidorus, already 
cited, that he sought also in the Greek philosophers, Plato and Arist&
tIe, whether. it was in their genuine works or in spurious writings at· 
tributed to them, the vestiges of that higher wisdom. In the passage 
from Isidore's exposition of the prophet Parchor, which has come down 
to us, these vestiges of truth, to be found in the Greek philosophers, 
were not derived however from a common inward source, a reaction of 
the spiritual principle against paganism in the more eminent men, but 
from a source without themselves, a tradition received from another 
quarter. Yet the calm and considerate spirit of this school, and its 
more favorable judgment of the Greek philosophy, are evinced by the 
fact, that Isidorus does not fasten in this case on the Jewish fables reo 
specting the fallen spirits, who had intercourse with the daughters of 
men, and diffused the higher kinds of knowledge in the pagan world; 
but upon the less fantastic, although not historical hypothesis of the 
Alexandrian-J ewish theology, according to which the Greek philoso
phers had borrowed such doctrines from the scriptures of the Old Tes
tament, through the medium of Egypt. "And let no one believe," says 
Isidore, " that what we consider to be the peculiar property of the elect 
had been declared before by some philosophers; for it is no discovery 
of theirs, but they have taken it from the prophets and appropriated it 
t(1'themselves, and united it with their own pretended wisdom."2 It 

1 Giving this tum to Plato's expression, eVp7]f'a' rwv De 7rpO¢1Jri:>v l!1>erepII!{qm'Ot 
'EAA1JVer aei 7raioet;. 7rpoae,'f1JI<av T';' 1''' V7rUpXOVTt KaT' avrovr 

~ Kat f'~ rlt; oli:rri1(J, 5 ¢af'ev !clwv Elva, ao¢';'. Strom. 1. VI. £ 641. I now believe 
T';;V tJ<AeKrwv. T01lTO 7rpoetp1Jf'E:VOV v7rapxftv the latter expression should be understood 
V7rO rtvt.w ¢tAOcrO¢t.lV, ov yap tcrrtv avrwv as neuter. " the wisdom which does not ex

http:tAOcrO�t.lV
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is clear from this, what a low estimate was placed by this school on the 
Hellenic philosophy as compared with the Old Testa~ent, and even 
with the. ancient wisdom of the East. Isidore descrIbes the Greek 
philosophers 88 men who merely give themselves the appeara~c~ of 
Tiliilosophizing.l He acknowledged in the Greek philosophy no orIgInal, 
hut only derivative truth, and that alloyed by foreign corruptions. 

But the doctrine, above noticed, concerning a guardian angel, com
missioned to a.ttend on every soul, may, perhaps, be considered as a 
proof that he did not by any means consider the pagan nations to be 
deserted and left destitut.e of all divine influences and providential care. 
As he made a guardian angel attend on each individual soul, he would, 
perhaps, following the analogy of this theory, have angels placed as 
rulers over the several nations. In this doctrine the Basilideans of the 
West, with whom Iremllus became acquainted, may have rightly appre· 
hended the opinions of their master; though they superadded some
thing else, which did not come from him. These angels, the Elohim of 
other nations, he considered, probably, as national gods, just as he sup
posed the Archon, who stood at their head, to be the particular god of 
the Jewish people. It is evident that in entertaining such a theory of 
the EIohim, he might lean for support on several passages in the Alex
andrian version of the Bible, - that he appropriated to himself an idea 
that had long been extant.2 

Thus there ruled over mankind those subordinate powers, to whom 
men's consciousness was subjected; no one could release himself whol
ly from their spell, from the spell of the cosmic principle. There ex
isted, for the most part, only an unconscious union with. the Supreme 
God and the order of world which stood in relationship with him. The 
natures which bore within them the germ of a life akin to him, remained 
fettered and confined within the province of the Archon. 

Without question, Basilides possessed a profound knowledge of the 
spiritual condition of mankind in the ante-Christian period, and especial
ly the time immediately preceding the appearance of Christ; without 
question, he had a profound sense of that oppressive weight lying on the 
consciousness of mankind, and especially on the noblest natures, of that 
unconscious craving after a release of the spirit; and from this vantage 
ground, he might come to know the nature of the redemption and to 
perceive its necessity. If he apprehended it only on a single side, yet 
it had a necessary place in his system. Without it, the separation be. 
twixt the world of the Archon and the proper divine order of the world 
must ever continue to exist. The spirits destined for the highest stage 

iIIt with them," i. e. their pretended wisdom. pared with v. B. .All the Elohim that pre.
The verb rrpolITt~ivat seems to me best sided over the other nations, are called upon 
suited to this rendering of ao#. to do homage to God's people. What the

ToVs" rrpo=owvp{;voll~ '/ltAoaoif/tlv. nations were to do, and what the po1Vers
Strom. 1. VI. f. 641. ruling over them do, is, according to this 

I Besides the passage already cited on p. scheme, one and the same thing. The for· 
S80, - in tbe same song of Moses, Deut. mer is derived from the latter. Compo Ps. 
S»: 43, are the words, not found in the He 97:. 7, where the Alexandrians translate
brew, which the translator has added on the C;:,t,~ by ayye~m, and beyond question
gronnd of some snch theo1j': /Cal rrpoaJtV. had iii mind such powers as the national 
JI:I1oUT"'ITaV aurtj> rravrt! 6yytAot ~eoii, com gods were supposed to be. 
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of being must ever remain confined in their depressing thraldom. They 
might, indeed, through the progressive movement of the metempsycho
sis, rise from one higher step to another in the kingdom of the Archon' 
but they could not, in conformity with the longing implanted wiUW; 
them, attain, over and beyond this kingdom and the Archon himself, w 
fellowship with the highest order of the world, and to the clear con. 
sciousness as well as to the full and free exercise of their higher nature 
unless the Supreme God himself brought his divine life near to the~ 
kindred germ of life, and thereby first set the latter into activity. And 
whilst,by the act of redemption, the spiritual natures were exalted to the 
highest position, its influence is made to extend also to the subordinate 
stages of existence; harmony is everywhere restored, each order of 
being attains to its natural destination. 

But if, on the one hand, Basilides, in his mode of apprehending the 
doctrine of redemption, departed essentially from the Jewish position, 
yet on the other, like Cerinthus, he agreed entirely with the Ebionites, 
in supposing a sudden entrance of the Divine nature into the life of 
Jesus, and admitting of no such thing as a God-man, in whom from the 
first the divine and the human elements were inseparably united. He 
supposed at bottom, it is true, a redeeming God, but no redeeming 
God-man. The man Jesus was not in his view the Redeemer; he dU: 
fered from other men only in degree. Basilides does not seem to have 
allowed even that he possessed absolute impeccability. Jesus, in his 
view, was merely the instrument, whom the redeeming God selected, 
for the purpose of revealing himself in humanity and of entering into it 
with an influential agency. The Reueemer, in the proper and highest 
sense of the term, was, as he supposed, the highest 1Eon,1 sent down 
by the Supreme God to execute the work of redemption. This being 
united himself with the man Jesus at his Qaptism in the Jordan. 

Now, although Basilides did not acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth to be 
the Redeemer, but held that Jesus himself stood in the need of redemp
tion, yet he cannot be accused of holding that the redemption was sim
ply an ideal thing, and of denying it as a great historical fact. Far in
deed was it from him, as may be gathered from what has been said, to 
suppose that any being enthralled within the kingdom of the Archon, 
could release himself. There was required for this an objective fact, 
the actual entrance of that might from a higher world, the voiie. into 
the wor~d of earthly manifestation,. which was accomp~i~hed through 
the meumm of the man Jesus. ThIS, according to BasIhdes, was the 
greatest fact in the history of the created universe, from which every
thing tha~ succeeded, to the final end of the perfectly restored harmony 
of the umverse, must proceed. The manner in which he speaks of the 
baptism of Jesus, testifies of the impression which this fact, and the 
public ministry of Christ following thereupon, had left by tradition on 
the minds of Christians. Clement cites on this point the following words 
coming from the Basilidean schoo1.2 "When the Archon himself heard 

1 Or voiir, who, inasmuch as he ministers for the salvation of mankind is called ~"lKovoe· 
2 Clemens Stromat. lib. II. f. 375. ' 
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the word of the communicated Spirit,l (the Spirit sent from above,) he 
was amazed at what he heard and at what he beheld,2 the joyful an
nunciation3 being'wholly unexpected to him; an.d his am~zem~nt ~a.s 
called fear,. the beginning of wisdom, - of a Wlsdom WhICh dlsen!D~
nated the different classes of men, perfected all, and restored the ongI
nal harmony; for he distinguished and separated from one another not 
only the natures belonging to the world, (to his own kingdom,) but also 
the elect (the pneumatic natures superior to the Archon's kingdom) 
from them, and released them from his bann (or conducted them) to 
the God who is over all." 5 

Thus a new light dawns on the Archon himself. He comes to the 
knowledge of a higher God and a higher world, above himself. He 
is redeemed from his confinement. He attains to the consciousness 
of a superior power, which rules over all, and which he himself, with
out being aware of it, has always been serving. He sees himself 
released from the mighty task of governing the world, which until now 
he supposed that he supported alone, and for which his powers had not 
proved adequate. If it had thus far cost him so much pains, and he 
still could not succeed in reducing the conilicting elements in the 
course of the world to order2 he now beholds a power adequate to over
come every obstacle, and reduce all opposites to unity. Basilidcs, part
ly from a more profound insight into the essential character of Christi
anityand of history, partly from those effects of Christianity which 
were before his own eyes and which contained the germ of the future, 
foresees what stuff to excite fennentation, and what separation of ele
ments, would be introduced by it into humanity. He perceives how 
the recipient minds among every people, freed from the might which 
held their consciousness in fetters, redeemed from all creaturely depen
dence, and raised to communion with their original source, would be
come united with one another in a higher unity. All these effects pre

1 We may presume the word is meant 
which, accordin!!: to the Nazarene gospel, 
(see above, p. 350,; the Holy Ghost is said 
to have spoken to Christ at the moment of 
his descent upon him. 

2 The glorified appearance in which 
Christ., when united with this exalted being, 
presented himself to the Archon; or the 
sight of the miraculous dove, which was a 
symhol of the Spirit., which had come down 
from on high; or the miraculous appear
ances acrompanying the baptism of Christ, 
according to the gospel of the Ebionites. 

• The annunciation of the Sph~t being 
called a evayyiALOv for the uPX(,)v, it is evi
dent that he did not yield to the higher 
power merely from constraint; but his first 
amazement was converted into reverential 
joy. The prospect of being one day re
leased from the embarrasing government 
of the world, when the elect natures should 
have attained to their destined glory, and 
of entering into rest with his own, - to 

whi(>h expectation of the Demiurge the 
Gnostics referred such passages as Rom. 8 : 
20, 21 - Vid. Orig. T. I. in Joann. § 24,
could be no otherwise than joyful to him. 
Camp. Didascal. Analo!. opp. Clem. f. 796, 
D., where the blessing which the Demiurge 
pl'Onounces on the Sabhath is adduced, to 
show how difficult the work was for him. 

i Thus Ps. 111 : 10, " The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning ofwisdom," was interpreted. 

6 AiJrov rov upxovra hralwvaavra riJv 
</>uatv rov olaKovovl'fVOV 'lrvevl'aror;, lK'Ir Aa
yiivat ri;> ifeal'aTt 'Trap' 1:I.'Trioar; EvayyeAI
afttv01J, Kat r#v lK'TrAiJ~IV avrov </>6(3ov KAt]
rJirval, UPX~v yevOP.fl'~V ao</>iar; tpVAOKPIVt]
TIK~r; re {(Ut &aKpITIKiJr; Kat TEA'·"'TIK~' Kat 
"'lrOKaraaTaTtKiJ., ov yap P.OVOV TOV KoaflOv, 
"AAa Kat T~V lKAoy#v otaKpivar;, (, br, mim 
rrpO'lrfft'Trel, (this then would be the upX(,)v-) 
Assuming TfiJ to be the correct reading, I 
have rendered as in the text: in this case, 
the Supreme God must be understood to be 
denoted. 
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sented themselves to his imagination as an impression made on the ~ 
chon at the baptism of Christ. • 

The whole work of redemption, then, Basilides, like Cerinth, attrib
uted to the redeeming heavenly Genius. Most probably he agreed als~ 
with the latter, in supposing that this Genius, at the time of the passion 
left the man to himself, whom he before used as his instrument. Th~ 
sufferings of Christ could not, according to the system of Basilides 
have the least connection with the work of redemption; for accor'ding 
to his narrow conception of justice, the divine justice does not allow 
that one being should innocently suffer for another; it requires that the 
sin of each individual should be expiated by suffering. He regarded 
not only suffering in general, but also the particular sufferings of each 
individual, in the light of a punishment for sin. He embraced the the
ory which Christ (John 9 : 3; Luke 13: 2) condemned. " Each in. 
dividual suffers, either for actual sins, or for that evil in his nature, 
which he brought with him from an earlier state of existence, and which 
may not as yet have come into actual manifestation." 1 Thus it was 
by pointing to this latter, that he vindicated Providence in respect to 
the suffering of children. When pressed with an objection drawn from 
the suffering of men of acknowledged goodness, he might undoubtedly 
appeal, and with good reason, to the general fact of the sinfulness of 
human nature, and reply: ',' Whatever man you can name to me, he is 
still a man. God alone is holy. Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? Not one." Job 14: 4. 

But the case was different when this proposition came to be applied 
to the Redeemer, who, as certainly as he is the Redeemer, must be 
pure from sin. Clement of Alexandria directly accuses Basilides of 
carrying the proposition even to this extent. In those words, which 
Clement cites, this surely is not necessarily implied. He merely says, 
" If, however, you let this whole investigation go, and endeavor to bring 
me into difficulty by adducing the case of certain persons; if you say, 
Then he has sinned, for he has suffered, &c." It might be held, that 
Basilides is sirp,ply speaking here of certain men who were regarded 
with peculiar veneration, who stood in high repute for holiness; and 
Clement took the liberty to draw his own conclusion. But in the first 
place, the objection which Basilides supposes to be made against his 
position, would lose all its force and meaning, if it were not designed 
to be understood precisely in the sense above given; and next, this 
wide extension of the proposition stands intimately connected with his 
theory concerning the relation of suffering to sin, and with his theory 
of the divine justice and of the process of purification to which every 
nature belonging to the kingdom of the Archon is subjected. The 
Jesus who belonged to this kingdom certainly needed redemption him
self, and could only be made partaker of it by his union with that heav
enly redeeming spirit. To render him worthy of being redeemed be
fore all others that needed redemption, and of being employed as the 

1 Sufferings, - expiatory and purgative of sin, (aftapTia or the aftapT1/TtKOV.) Strom. 
\. IV. f. 506. 
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instrument for diffusing abroad the influences of the redeeming Genius 
to others, it was sufficient, if, as the most excellent and the purest of 
men, who had advanced the furthest in the work of purification, he 
possessed the minimum of sinfulness. Here indeed the objection might 
be urged against the Basilidean system, which certainly must have 
supposed that some proportion existed betwixt the degree of sin and 
the degree of punishment - how then reconcile so. great suffering with 
the smallest degree of sinfulness? But here, probably, as we may in
fer from his remarks on martyrdom, he could be at no loss for an 
answer; "The consciousness of serving as an instrument for the high
est and holiest cause of humanity, and of suffering in this mission, 
(perhaps, too, the prospect of the glory into which he was to enter 
through suffering,) so sweetened the pain, as entirely to remove the 
sense of suffering." 

In accordance with the same principle, he denied the doctrine of jus
tification in the sense of Paul. He admitted no such thing as objec
tive justification in the sight of God, as forgiveness of sin, in the sense 
of deliverance from the guilt and punishment of sin. Every sin, 
whether committed before or after faith in the Redeemer, or baptism, 
must, according to his scheme, be in like manner expiated by suffering. 
This was a necessary law of the government of the universe, which 
could in no wise be dispensed with. The only exception he makes is in 
the case of sins of ignorance, or unintentional sins; 1 but unfortunately 
his explanation of expressions so vague and undefined, has not come down 
to us. Perhaps he intended only sins of ignorance not involving guilt, 
which had been committed in a state of consciousness obstructed by 
some involuntary confinement - analogous to the state of the rational 
principle held restrained in the bodies of brutes. But if, on the other 
hand, by justification (d!K,u(J,n(, OtKatOi!VvtJ,) is meant an inward, sub
jective condition of being made iust, sanctification by the communi
cating of a divine life; such a doctrine had a very important and neces
sary place in the system of Basilides. 

Among .the religious and moral ideas of the Basilidean school, there 
a.re several other remarkable points which deserve to be particularly 
noticed. 

What distinguishes Basilides from other Gnostics is this, - that he 
did not oppose the Gnosis as the highest stage in religion, to the 7r'UfTtr, 

-to faith; but valued faith itself as the'highest quality. Yet he dis
tinguished in the latter a series of higher and lower degrees, corres
ponding to the different grades of perfection which different souls are 
destined to occupy in that higher spiritual world from whence they 
sprang. He supposed, in fact, as we have remarked, a series of grades 
in the higher world of spirits, of which one continually symbolized the 
o~er. Di~ine germs of life from all these grades had become mixed 
WIth the kingdom of darkness. Christianity is the sifting principle, 
w~e.reby the spiritual natures belonging to the different grades of the 
SpIrltual world are separated, are brought to the consciousness of their 

1 Mova, Tar alCovaiov, lCa~ KaT' uyvoiav a~[eaUat. Strom. l. IV. f. 586. 
35" 
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own proper essence, and acquire the power of bringing it into action 
and of rising to that region of the spiritual world, to which they belo~ 
by virtue of this their proper and essential being, which before had re
mained undeveloped. By means of Christianity, men arrive, in this man
ner, at the different positions for which they are fitted by their peculiar 
natures, each reaching the stage of perfection of which he is capable. 
At the entrance of the redeeming spirit into the world, the Archon 
in a word, received the rro.pia 1JV'AolC(J'V1rruc~. Now that by which ~ 
process of separation actually takes place in the different natures 
and by which each individual is enabled to reach that grade of th~ 
higher world which corresponds to his spiritual essence, is faith. In 
this way we must understand the Basilidean school, when they taught 
that" faith and election, both taken together, constitute one thing, an· 
swering to each of thc several grades of the spiritual world; and the 
faith of each individual nature in this world exactly corresponds to 
its supramundane election." 1 

Such being the scheme of Basilides, we may perhaps conclude, that 
the ordinary standard of Christian truth, as he found it existing with 
the majority in the church, met with more favor and experienced 
greater justice from him, than it usually did from other Gnostics. These 
ordinary believers he recognized as Christians, members of one Chris
tian community; and he distinguished in this regard only different 
stages of Christian knowledge. Faith he considered the common foun
dation of Christian fellowship, and supposed only that besides this, 
which was common to all, there were different degrees of Christian con· 
sciousness. It is evident then, that he was far from ascribing the 
1rirrTtf, considered as faith grounded on outward authority and cleav· 
ing altogether to things sensible, exclusively to the psychical class. He 
understood faith to be in its essence an inward principle. Faith, 
according to his apprehension, is a conviction that springs from the 
contact of the spirit with the godlike, from the attractive power exer
cised by the higher world over its kindred spirit. The spirit has re
vealed to it that higher region of existence, whence it came and to which 
it belongs; and it feels itself drawn towards its kindred element. 
Faith is an immediate fact, which renders all evidence superfluous. 
The spirit, in this case, grasps the truths corresponding to its o~ 
essence by an immediate in.tuition.2 The soul assents to that WhlC~ 
does not come to it through the senses, which is not presented to .It 
under any form of sense.3 Although the elect live on, as strangers. III 

the world, yet, through the buoyancy of faith, they perceive the reahty 
of the things of that higher world which beam on them from afar. But 
to the peculiar standing ground of each individual's faith must c?r~s· 
pond also the peculiar standing ground of his hope - the convlCtion 
that he shall actually enter into that higher world to which he had been 

1 IIi<TTtV ufla lCat tK'Aoy1iv olKtiav elvat 2 T(} fJ.a~~p.ara Uva1roJeilCTl.lf dJp£rrK0IJt14 
KaE-' i'/Carrrov o,arrT1Jfta, /Car' /;.1ralCo'Aov~1/fla lCara'A~"m V01/TI/Cfi. Strom)- II. f. 86~. 
0' au TlJr td.oyijf TlJr {rl'rtpKMfJiov T1iv /Corr 8 Faith is a 1fJvxiir C1VyltaTu..'1ecrtr 1Ipor Tl 

fJtlC~V u7rarr1/r .pvrret.lr C1VVf7ret11'tat 1rirrTtv. Tow p.1i KtvoiiVTWV ait11't1/rrw il,a T~ PI 1Ia
Strom. J. II. f. 363. pelvat. L. c. f. 371. 
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already united by faith; shall attain to the full possession of those bless
ings which faith has laid hold on.l 

Now if we perceive something of the Pauline spirit in the peculiar 
prominence which Basilides gives to the idea of faith, y,et presently we 
see him again departing widely from the Apostle Paul, masmuch as he 
places the essence of faith :ather in an intuitive than in. a p:~ctical and 
ethical element; making It proceed rather from an mtmtlOn of the 
spirit, than from a determination of the will conditioning the direction 
of the heart; and it is easy to see how this difference is grounded m 
the very nature of his fundamental principle. 

The objection which Plotinu8 brought against the Gnostics generally, 
that they neglecled ethics, cannot be justly applied to the sC!lOol of Ba
silides; for Ifidorus composed a system of ethics, from whlCh unfortu
nately but a very few words have been preserved to us by Clement of 
Alexandria. 

The moral system of Basilides is to be gathered from his Cosmog
ony. Assuming a mixture of opposite principles, and considering the 
development of the human race as a process of purification, which was 
to be carried onward to its end by Christianity, he must necessarily 
have made the fundamental principle of his moral system to be this
namely, that the godlike nature of man should be purified from the 
foreign elements adhering to it, and approach continually nearer to its 
free development and activity. Man, according to this system, is a 
microcosm, - carrying within himself opposite elements from two oppo
site kingdoms. In the elements foreign to his higher nature,2 are 
.cflected the different properties of the animal, vegetable and mineral 
kingdoms; - hence the tempcraments, desires and passions which cor
respond to these different properties, (for example, the mimic, sportive 
nature of the ape, the murderous disposition of the wolf, the hardness 
of the diamond, &c. ;) - the collective sum of all these effluxes from 
the animal, vegetable and mineral worlds forms the blind, irrational 
soul,S which constantly threatens to check and disturbs the activity of 
man's godlike nature. The Isidorus above mentioned thought it of 
great importance to secure this doctrine against the objection or the 
misapprehension, that its tendency was to destroy moral freedom, and 
to furnish an excuse for all wickedness, as if it resulted from the irre
sistible influence of these foreign mixtures. He appeals, on the other 
hand, to the superior power of the godlike element. "Having, by the 
rational principle within us, BO much the advantage, we ought to appear 
as conquerors over the lower creation within us." 4 "Let one but have 
the toill," says he, " to do nothing but what is right, and one will ac
quire the power." 6 But this earnest will, this true love for goodness, 
is for the most part the only thing wanting. "We Bay indeed with 

1 Kara;U'1MV elvat rij eK.ut1T(¥IJ EA".tdt 8 The',pvx~ ",pO(1t"V~r <LAOYO,. 
Ita~ rij, 1rtt1Te"" r1jv t5tJP.a~. L. c. f. 363. • I1tt de ri;> AOytUrtK.i;> K.ptirrovar yevo
There is a remarkahle coincidence be\ween p.€vovr, rfJr tAarrovo, tv ;'p.'v K.TtUttJ, ~ci.vir 
the definitions of faith bv Basilides and vat K.parovvrar.
Hugo a St. Victort'o • G Strom. 1. III. f. 427: ElEA'1UaT'" ,.6V011

a Appendages of matter, 1rpouapr1Jpa'f'a. ~".apn,uat ril K.aAilv Ita~ t1rtTtV~tTat. 
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the mouth, we will not sin. But our soul has the inclination to sm. A. 
person in this condition is restrained only by the fear of punishment; he 
IS destitute of love." 

It might easily be inferred from the whole connection of the BasiJi. 
dean system, that, in giving so high a place to the faculty of will, Isido
rus would by no means ascribe to it an independent self-sufficiency, nor 
deny the necessity of a higher assistance of grace. By his theory of 
redemption, he acknowledged it, in effect, to be necessary, that the 
godlike in human nature should receive its true freedom and power of 
right action by means of its union with the higher source of divine life. 
How earnestly bent he was on reminding men of their need of help, is 
shown by the advice which he gives to a person suffering under severe 
trials, - words which prove at the same time how far he was from 
cherishing a speCUlative pride, that despised the ordinary means of 
grace enjoyed by the Christian communities. He exhorts the individ
ual not to retire into solitude, but to ask the Christian brethren for 
their intercessions, to scek in their society the strengthening of his di
vine life, in order that, so strengthened, he might find confidence in fel
lowship with the invisible saints. He says of one in this condition, 
" Let him not separate himself from his brother. Let him say, I have 
entered into the sanctuary; I can suffer no evil." 1 If a person thus 
afflicted felt himself too much oppressed by the power of temptation, he 
should say to his Christian brother, "Lay thy hand on my head, (give 
me thy blessing) and hc would receive spiritual and sensible assistance" 
(feel himself relieved in spirit and body.)2 What importance he 88

cribed to prayer, is shown by the fact that he distinguishes the different 
moral states of the soul by the different character which prayer must 
assume according to those statcs - that is, according as one feels con
strained to thank God for the victory achieved, or to pray for new assist
ance for the impending conflict.3 

The Basilideans were far from being given to extravagant ascetic no
tions. We have already observed how this mode of apprehending the 
dualistic element, which came so very near to the pure doctrine of Zoro
aster, would by no means lead necessarily to a decided and morose 
asceticism. They allowed a value, it is true, to the unmarried life, as 
a means which would enable one to occupy himself undisturbed by 
earthly cares, solely with the affairs of the kingdom of God. But they 
regardcd this as a thing of which all were not capable, and which was 
not advisable for all. They recommended marriage, as a means of 
subduing the sensuous impulses, to those who would otherwise have to 
suffer many temptations. At the ground of this view of marriage, there 
lies, it is true, a very low, a mere negative and sensuous notion of the 
institution; and hence indeed the exaggerated worth ascribed to celib
acy. We do not perceive here the more profound and positive "iewof 

1 OVTO, Toii uOcA.poii fLr, x"'pti;il1{J(.J, Aeyi 2 Kat M.peTa, f3ofJ{Jetav I<a2 V01/~II' /Cal 
T<.l, 6Tt dl1eA~Av{Ja fyiJ ei, Til iqta' oMev a1crlf'lTT,v. 
dVIlap.a, 'lra-lhlv. Strom. I. III. f.427. 8 This is clear from Isidore's words: 

·OTali de " ev;(apurria 110V elr aIT1/t1tt1 vrro
1ft(1/. 
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the marria.ge est&te, as a realization of the moral idea, or of the king
dom of God in a good of hmnariity: I!. loftier conception, which, as we 
have already observed, becomes faintly visible in the Valenmnian 
Gnoeis. 

We must notice finally, one other remarkable phenomenon. .In t~e 
Dasilidean doctrine, there are, as we have seen, marks of a relationship 
with certain Ebionite elements: accordingly it agreed, in prefer
enceforthe Apostle Peter, with the Christians of that party, And yet,1 
inconsistent as it may seem, DasiIides acknowledges the authority also 
of the Apostle Paul, as is evident from the fact of his attributing so 
much authority to the words of this Apostle, recorded in his ,epistle to 
the Romans;" as well as from the influence of the Pauline ideas, so ap
parent in his doctrine concerning the essence of faith and concerning 
marriage. We hence perceive then, that these opposite elements stood 
by no means in such a relation to each other, as never to admit of being 
united in the phenomena of these times. 

VALENTINE AND HIS SCHOOL. - Next after Basilides we place Val
entine' who appeared nearly at the same period; though somewhat 
later_ To judge from his Hellenistic style of expression and the 
Atamrean words that occur in his system, he was of Jewish descent. 
It is said, he was by birth an Egyptian; 3 and it may be safely pre
sumed that he received his education likewise at Alexandria. Thence 
he travelled to Rome, where he seems to l).ave spent the last years of 
his life; which gave him opportunity to expound and promulgate his 
doctrines in that part of the world. In his fundamental ideas he 
agrees with Basilides; but differs from him in his mode of carrying 
them out, and in the imaginative dress in which he clothes them. 
But as the doctrines of the founders of Gnostic schools, and of their 
later followers, from whom these doctrines received some peculiar mod
ification, were never carefully distinguished; and as moreover many 
cognate doctrines, which sprang from a common source, became inter
mixed with the Valentinian system; it is scarcely possible to separate 
with certainty, from the accounts which have come down to us, those 
doctrines which belong properly to Valentine himself, the author of the 
school. 

Like Dasilides, Valentine placed at the summit of the chain of being 
the primal Essence, which he denominated the Bythos (the abyss, where 
the spirit is lost in contemplation.) This term, by itself, makes it evident, 
that he donceived under it something different from the Absolute of the 
Neo-Platonic philosophy, the absolutely simple. The word leads, with
out doubt, to the pre-supposition of an infinite fulness of life; and this 
same infinite, transcendent exuberance of being necessitates, in the first 
place, a self-conception (a ICora}"ap{3uv£1V eovrov,) a self-limitation, in 
case anything was to come into existence. The Neo-Platonic ov 
withdraws i!"Belf fro!ll all po8Sibilit~ of comprehensio!" on account of ita 
absolutely 8lmple umty; but the pnmal Essence of Valentihe, on account 

1 The Baailideans traced back their Gn~ I See above, p. 404. 
Ilia to Glancias, B pretended interpreter in • According to the report of EpiphBnius.
d1e aervice of Peter. Strom. 1. vn. f. 764. 
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of its transcendent fulness of life. The Bythos is, in a certain sense 
something directly opposed to the Absolute of the Neo-Platonic philOSO: 
phy. It may doubtless have happened, that with many, the former 
idea passed over into the latter; and indeed Valentinians are cited 
who made out of the Bythos something exalted above all opposition of 
which even existence could not be predicated; the Absolute identiCal 
with N othing. l ' . 

What Basilides denominates the JtJ1) aILttr, (powers,) are in the 
system of Valentine the JEons.2 The idea is peculiar to him, that lIS 

in the primal source of all existence, (the Bythos,) the fulness of all life 
is still undeveloped, so with the development of life from him, members 
were formed, standing as complements one to the other, predominantly 
creative and predominantly receptive JEons,s masculine and feminine 
by whose mutual inworking the chain of unfolding life progressivelyal 
vance!!. The feminine goes to integrate the masculine, and both con
stitute the Pleroma, (ro 1rAijpOJp.a) ; 4 and so also the complete se
ries of JEans, as one whole, as the fulness of the divine life flowing 
out from the Bythos, - which whole again constantly requires fructifica
tion, so to express it, from the same source, stands to it in the feminine 
relation, - was called the Pleroma. The hidden essence of God, no 
being can comprehend; it is the absolute ayvOJ,mJv. He can be known 
only so far as he has revealed himself in the unfolding of his powers or 
JEons. The several JEons are various forms of manifestation, phases, 
names of him who in his hidden being is incomprehensible, ineffable, ex
alted above all possibility of conception or representation,5 even as that 
first self-manifestation of the Hidden, the Monogenes, is called distinc
tively the invisible name of the Bytlws (that wherein the Bythos has 
conceived himself, the 1rPWTOV KaTaA'I1rrOV, the KaraA'I"Jl<; rov ayev~rov.) It 
is a profound idea of the Valentinian system, that as all existence 
has its ground in the self-limitation of the Bythos, so the existence of 
all created beings depends on limitation. While eaci:l remains within 
the limits of its own individuality, and is that which it should be at its 
own proper place in the evolution of life, all things can be fitly adjusted 
to one another, and the true harmony be preserved in the chain of un
folding life. But as soon as any being would overstep these limits, lIS 

soon as any being, instead of striving to know God in that manifesta

1 Irenreus, who states the different opin
ions of the V alentinians respectin~ the 
B,thos, observes: or p.'tv yap aVTilv ul;'vyov 
AeyOVO'tv, p.~re uppeva, p.~Tt iJ~Aftav, P.TITt 
VA.OJ<; QVTa TI. Iren. 1 I, at the end. The 
disciples of such Gnostics would soar, in 
their speculations, above their master,
would ascend to a primal ground still more 
simple. Irenreus cites one of this descrip
tion, whom he not unaptly describes as 
{n"~AOTtpOV Kat YVOJOTtKWTePOV e1rfKTetVO
pevo" who knew how to distinguish between 
the p.OVOTfJr, the lvor'l<; and the iv, and was 
in the habit of saying of every principle, so 
I name it. In this Irenreus finds good mat· 
ter of ridicule: wPOAOYfJ1ct (ITt avril, bvopa-

Ta riiJelKe 1'<;> 1rAaap.aTl, v1ril P'lr5evilr 1fp6
rcpov uAAOV Te{Jttp.iva. 

2 For the explanation of this word, see 
ahove. 

3 As in all the rest of creation, which pre
sents a symbol of that highest order of the 
universe, this two-fold series of factors may 
be traced. 

4 Which word these Theosophers, who 
assuredly never thought of adhering strict· 
Iy to the grammatical signification of their 
terms, understood perhaps at one and the 
same· time, in an active and passive sense: 
TO 1rA~pOVV and TO 1rA'IpOVP.tIiOV. 

5 The lEons are p.opq.a~ ToV tteoii, ~'1J6. 
p.aTa Toii uVI.Jl!O(l.ct.r1TOV. 
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tion of himself which God makes to him at his own proper position, 
boldly attempts to penetrate into his hidden essence, such a bei~g runs 
the hazard of plunging into nothing. .Instcad of apprehendmg ~he 
Real, he loses himself in the UnsubstantIal. Horus, ("por,) the gemus 
of limitation of the finite, the power that fixcs and guards the bounds 
of individuai existence, restoring them whcrever they have been dis
turbed, occupies therefore an important place in t?e system. of ~alen
tine· and the Gnosis here, so to spcak, bcars wItness agamst Itself. 
The 'ideas of Horus and of the Redeemer must of necessity be closely 
related in the Valentini an system; as the forming and redeeming of 
existence are kindred conceptions, and thc principle of limitation in 
respect to both occupies an important place in this system. In fact, 
Horus was also called by many AVrpWr7Jr and uCiJr~p, Redeemer and 
Saviour. There are occasional intimations of a scheme, according to 
which the Horus was regarded as only a particular mode of the opera
tion of one redeeming spirit; just as the Valentinian system gave differ
ent names to this power, according to the different points of his activ
ity and his diffcrent modes of operation, extending through all the 
grades of existence. Others, indeed, transformed these different modes 
of operation into so many different hypostases. 

In the Valentinian doctrines concerning this Horus, there are, lying 
at bottom, profound ideas on the process of development of the divine life 
in general and in detail; important in their bearing on Christian ethics, 
and the mode of contemplating the great facts of history. Valentine's 
school perceived that, in the process of devclopment of the divine life, two 
moments must concur, a negative and a positive, both standing necessarily 
connected with each other, - the purification of the spiritual indi viduality 
from the foreign elements by which it had become vitiated, into which it 
threatened to become dissolved - and the establishment of the purified 
individuality in itself, its firm and steadfast shaping, its assumption of 
its own nature. Two operations were ascribed to the Horus; the nega
tive, by virtue of which he defines every existence within itself, sepa
rates and keeps away from it every foreign element; 1 and the positive, 
by virtue of which he fixes, moulds, and establishes in their own peculiar 
essence, those that have been purified from the foreign elements by 
which that essence was disturbed.2 The first operation was to be desig
nated preemincntly by the name apor, the second by the term uravpor_ 
In this latter appellation there is evidently an allusion to the significa
tions cross, stake, palisade. Those two appellations, however, may 
perhaps not always have been so sharply discriminated; since uravpor 
with the signification cross might in fact also be a symbol of the sepa
rating, destroying energy of the Horus.3 Where Christ says "I am 
not come to bring peace on the earth, but the sword," they fo~nd the 
description of that negative energy of the Horus, which separates from 

1 The £vep-yeia I'eptUTtK~ Kal OWptaTtKt,. ments of the world, from lusts.sensuous 
~ The £Veneta lrJpaUTtK~ Kal (jT7JPtMtKr,. 'A'It'OAVUat Kat a'lt'ouriwat Kat urpopiuat 6 
8 Clement of Alexandria also employs MavpOr u7JI'atllet, and on this is founded 

the cross as a symbol of the divine power, the allii'lt'avut(. Strom. lib. II. f. 407. 

whereby the soul is made free from the ele· 
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one another the godlike and the ungodlike. And where John the Bap
tist announces the appearance of Christ, with the fan, and with the fire 
by which the chaff should be consumed, it was considered by the Val.
entinians as a description of this activity of the Horus as connected 
with the history of the world, representing how he would destroy all the 
V~l1, and purify the redeemed. In the passage where Christ says, "No 
man can be my disciple, unless he takes up his cross and follows me " 
they saw a description of that divine power, symbolized by the O~8, 
whereby each individual, becoming purified from what is foreign to him 
and attaining to a self-subsistent shaping of the higher life in his o~ 
individuality and to a well-defined impression of this individuality re
fined by a godlike life, first becomes a true disciple of Christ.l 

While Basilides ascribed the mixture of the divine element with mat,. 
ter to an encroachment of the kingdom of Darkness on the kingdom of 
Light, Valentine, on the other hand, attributed it to a disturbance 
originating in the Pleroma, and a consequent sinking down of the di
vine germ of life from the Pleroma into matter. Like Basilides, he ac
knowledged the manifestation of a divine wisdom in the world; but here 
also the lower is only a symbol of the higher. It is not the divine wis
dom itself which is the soul of this world; not the lEon aO~ta, but its 
immature birth, which, before it can reach its maturity, needs to pa.ss 
through a gradual development. The idea which lies at bottom here is, 
that in the world we are presented with a revelation of divine wisdom 
going on to unfold itself; that through the appearance of Christ and 
through the redemption, this manifestation first attains to its end; that, 
contemplated in this, connection, the world presents the image of the 
divine wisdom in its process of development. Accordingly that JEon, 
the Heavenly Wisdom, rejoices, - when everything has been made 
clear by the appearance of Christ, - to find that it has recovered its 
lost idea (tv{}V!-''fJl1t,) - since now the manifestation corresponds to 
the idea, and the latter presents itself in the former to immediate 
vision. A symbol of this was, in his opinion, the woman who lighted 
a candle to seek after the lost piece of silver, and finally after the house 
had been swept, rejoices to find it. Luke 15: 8. 

Accordingly he distinguishes an llv{') and a /Cun.) ao~ia, - the Acha
moth.2 This latter is the mundane soul, from whose mixture with the 
VAl1 springs all living existence, in numberless gradations; higher in 
proportion to its freedom from contact with the VAl1, lower in proportion 
as it is drawn downward and affected by matter. Hence arise the three 
ranks or orders of existence. 1. The divine germs of life, superior by 
their nature to matter, and akin to the aO~ta, to the mundane soul, and 
to the Pleroma, - the spiritual natures, rpvaetr 'll"vev!-'aTLKat. 2. The 
natures originating in the life that has been divided by the mixture of 
the VAl1, the psychical natures, q,vaetr 1jJvx,,(ai; with which begins an 
altogether new order of existence, an image of that higher mundane 
system, in a subordinate grade; and finally, 3. The ungodlike nature, 
which resists all amelioration, and whose tendency is only to destroy

1 !reno lib. 1. c. 3, § 5. 
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the nature of blind appetency and passion. Betwixt all those natures 
sprung from the evolution of the divine life, (which flows out from the 
Bythos through the mediat.ion of the lEons,) - from the Pleroma 
down to the germs of life which have fallen into humanity, the scat
tered seed that is to attain to its maturity in this earthly world - there 
are only differenc~s of degree; but betwixt those three orders of exis
tence, there is an eS8ential difference of kind. Hence each of these 
orders must have its own independent, governing principle; though 
every process of culture and development ultimately leads back to the 
Bythos, who, through the mediation of these manifold organs, corres
ponding to the numberless gradations of existence, influences all, and 
whose law alone is supreme. He can never himself, however, come 
into immediate contact with what is alien from his essence. Ac
cordingly there must appear at that subordinate stage of exist~ce 
which intervenes between the perfect, the godlike, and the ungodlike, 
the material, a being1 - as the type of the highest- who, while believ
ing that he acts independently, must yet subserve those general laws, 
from which nothing can be exempted, in realizing the highest ideas to 
the bounds of matter. This being is to the physical world what the 
Bythos is to the higher; - with this difference only, that he involunta
rily acts as the instrument only of the latter. This is the IJemiurge 
of Valentine. Moreover, the Eyle has its representative principle, 
through which its activity is exerted; but a principle which, by its 
nature, is not. formative and creative, but only de8tructive; namely, 
Sotan.2 1. The nature of the 'TrVfVflaTlKov, the spiritual order, is to be 
essentially in relationship with God (the 0flOOVr:ilOV Ti;> {hi;>;) hence the 
life of unity, the undivided, absolutely simple (ovaia £VtK", flOVOWS",.) 

2. The essence of the ..pvxlIwi is separation, division into multiplicity, 
manifoldness; but which subordinates itself to a higher unity, whence 
it admits of being derived, first unconsciously, then consciously. 3. 
The essence of Satan and of his whole kingdom is the direct opposite 
to all unity; separation and disunion in itself, without the least recipi
ency, without any point of coalescence whatever, for a unity; with the 
striving to dissipate all unity, to extend its own inherent disunion to 
everything, and to rend everything asunder.3 This principle has no 
power to fix, to assert anything, but only the power to deny; it is un
able to create, to produce, to form, but only to destroy, to decompose.4 

The first of these grades constitutes, by its nature, imperishable life, 
the essential a#apaia; the IjrvxtKoV, on the other hand, stands mid
way betwixt the imperishable and the perishable, - the soul of nature 
being mortal, and capable of being made immortal only through a 
higher informing power. The 'IjIvx'lCoi attain to immortalitYt or they 
fall a natural prey to death, according as they yield themselves by the 

1 The flEaaT'llt;. , Thus defined by Heracleon, who says: 
t.AB Heracleon defines him: flepot; lv Oil ytvv~ TOtaVT" nva rij eavTwv ",vael, 

1lA,1/t; Tit; VA,1/C. Vid. Orig. in Joann. T. t/I-&0po1rOla yap Ilal aVaA.laICOVTa ToVt; ep.{3A,1/'
XIII. ~ 16. -&€vTar elr aVTa. Orig. in Joann. T. xx. 

s The ovuia 1roA,vaXtd~t;, that seeks to as ,20. 
similate every thing to itael£ 
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bent of their will to the godlike or to the ungodlike. The essential 
being of Satan, as of the VAll, is death itself, annihilation, the negation 
of all existence, - which in the end, when every existence that haa 
been rent by it shall have developed itself to a mature individuality and 
become sufficiently established in itself, will be vanquished by the 
force of the Positive, and having attracted within its sphere all kin· 
dred ungodlike natures, resolve itself into its own nothingness. 1. The 
essential being of the first is the evolution of pure life from within out
ward; an activity, not of one thing outwardly on another, but one 
which has no obstacles to overcome; a life and agency exalted above the 
antithesis of rest and motion. 2. The essential being of the VAll is, in 
itself considered, the rest of death; but a spark of life having fallen 
into it, and communicated to it a certain analogon of life, it became a 
wild, self-contradictory impulse, as it is exhibited in Satan, its represen
tative, to whom was attributed, and as well to all men akin to him by 
their nature, no rational consciousness, no self-determining will, but 
only a blind, wild impulsive nature, only desire and passion.! When 
he looked at the crimes committed among men, which filled him with 
abhorrence, this was the only explanation which could present itself to 
a man like Valentine.2 3. Peculiar to the ])emiurge and his subjects 
the Psychid, is the propensity to create, to produce without them
selves - a busy activity. They would always be doing, without really 
understanding, as is common with such busy natures, what they are 
about,3 without being really conscious to themselves of the ideas that 
govern them.4 

The doctrine of redemption occupied a place no less important in the 
Valentini an than in the Basilidean system, forming properly its central 
point; as might be gathered from what has already been said concern
ing the relation of the notions of creation and of redemption in this 
scheme. It was yet more the aim and effort of this system to com
prehend the doctrine of redemption in the connection of the universal 
process of development; - as to go back to the first germ of dishar
mony in the universe, so also to point out the necessity of a redemp
tion in its primal ground. It must be allowed, this was so done, that 
the speculative interest was continually flying more and more beyond 
the practical. As a process of unfolding life pervades every region of 
existence, and as the disharnwny, which, in its germ, began in the PIe
roma itself, extended itself from thence still more widely; so the whole 
mundane course can only then attain to its end, when harmony has been 
restored, as in the Pleroma, so through all the grades of existence. 
What takes place in the Pleroma, must be imaged forth in all the other 
gradations of being. Inasmuch, then, as the work of redemption 
takes place in different gradations of existence, and the same law is 

1 Herac1eon says: Tbv tlta!1OAOV I'~ lXflV f. 762. Consult, however, on this tract, the 
-lJfAlll'a, UAA' 17rt-8v/liav. Orig. in Joann. investigations in my " Genetic development 
T. XX. 420. of the Gnostic systems," p. 205. 

S Notice the remarkable manner in which 8 4.>VCftr TrOAvepyor, TroAv1rpaYfl"JV. • • 
a. Valentinian expresses himself on this 4 For evidence, see Hera.cleon, Ong. 111 
point in the dialo~ue on Free Will, ascribed Joann. T. XIII. C. 16, 25, 30, 51, 59; T. 
to Methodius. valland. Bibl. patr. T. III. XX.c.20. 
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bare carried out in .dift'erent forms a.t difterent positions, so accordingly 
it is the same agent df the manifestation of the hidden God, the same 
~nt through whom .the life that .flowed out from God is again re~nited 
Wlth him, who, working progresSIvely onward to the consummatlOn 0.£ 
&1l things, presents himself under different hypostases, according as he 
accomplishes his work at different stages of existence. Thus it is the 
ea.me idea, which is represented in a Monogenes, a Logos, a Christ, a 
Soter. The Soter is the Redeemer of the entire world without the 
Pleroma; and hence also its former; where we must take into view 
what has been said already respecting the two-fold activity of the 
Horus. By the process of forming, the higher element is, in the first 
place, freed from its adherent matter, evolved from an unorganized, 
formless existence to a determinate one, with its proper organic form. 
By the redemption, the higher individuality first attains to mature, full 
development, and to clear self-consciousness. Redemption completes 
the process of formation. All the divine life of the Pleroma concen
trates and reflects itself in the Soter, and through him works farther 
onward to individual shaping, to the sowing of the spiritual natures, 
aflining to the Pleroma, in the world, and their maturation to perfected 
existence. The Christ of the Pleroma 1 is the working, the Soter with
out the Pleroma, the recipient, forming, perfecting principle.2 

The Soter first proves his redeeming, formative power on that yet 
immature mundane soul, originating in the Pleroma ; - the same power 
which was afterwards to be extended to the kindred, spiritual natures 
that sprang out from her, the common mother of the spiritual life in 
the lower world, (see above.) The Soter is properly the former and 
mer of the world, as he is its redeemer; for the formation of the 
world is in truth the first beginning of the process of development, 
which can be brought to its full completion only through the redemp
tion. The Soter, as the inward, actuating principle, inspires in the 
mundane soul, destined to reunion (syzygia) with him,3 the plastic 
ideas; and she communicates them to the Demiurge, who conceives 
tha.t he acta independently. The latter is, without knowing it, actuated 
and impelled by the might of these ideas in forming the world. Thus 
the world is a. picture of the divine glory, designed by the Sophia or 
the Soter, sa the artists, but in the execution of which the Demiurge 
is employed only as an instrument. Since'every picture, however, is, 
from its na.ture, but an imperfect representation of the prototype, and 
can be really understood only by him who has the intuition of the lat
ter, so the Demiurge with his creation is but an imperfect represent&

1 In the TOtror p~(1fmtTOr. al"e, with the Gnostics, equivalent notions. 
I 80 MY' Heneleon of the Soter in his The undetermined, unorganized, answers 

relation to Chri!t. The fonner, he ob&erves, in the spiritual province to the iJAI1. Ac· 
reeeim the divine seell, yet undeveloped, cordingly, in the Valentinian fragments, in 
out of the Pleroma from the latter; and IreJUllus, lib. I. e. 8, • 4, - to the 7rpOf3aA
gi'IM it the flrst shaping towards determin· MIV rmepfU'TtICi:H; T7t1l 6AI/V oiJuiall is op·
aile, tndividnal existence, ~v 7rp{.>TTJV fJOP" posed the pOpq,oVlI, q,t.JTi(etll, q,avepoiw..-,v, n}v lI:4Ta YEvt(1tv, elf pOP~1Jv 1Ul~ Christ scatters the seed, the Soter gathers 
fW'r'tlpW "Ill fl'tPly~Tj1I ayaywv /lal ava the harvest. Orig. in Joann. T. XIII. p. 48.
d"Uac. Orlg. in Joann. T. II. (l. 15. To 8 KaT" (1o~ia, Aehamoth.

bduc to ligh~ to shape, to individnaliae, 
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non of the divine glory; and he only, who has caught a glimpse orthe' 
revelation of the invisible divine essence within himself, can rigbt7 
understand the world as a symbol or picture, and the Demiurge 88'a 
prophet of the Supreme God. The inner revelation of God, which iW 
the portion of the 'lrvEVflaTtl(oi, is a confirmation of the outward, a ere-: 
dential for the Demiurge, as God's representative. Valentine himself 
expresses the matter thus: 1 "As the picture falls below the living couti-' 
tenance, so does the world fall below the living God. Now what is th'e 
cause of the picture? The majesty of the countenance, which fur
nished the painter with his type, in order that it might be glorified by 
the revelation of its name; for no picture has been invented as a self
subsistent thing, (every picture necessarily refers back to an original 
type.) But as the name of that which is represented supplies the defi
ciencies of the picture, so the invisible idea of God (his invisible 
essence as it reveals itself in the spirit which is related to God) con
tributes to the verification of the copy." . 

Man is the being through whom the name of God was to be revealed 
in this world; the being who, through the invisible revelation of God in 
himself, was to mediate the connection betwixt the copy and the proto
type; accordingly, to supply what was lacking to the world in itself 
towards a complete revelation of the Divine Being. That man occu
pies this important position in creation, belongs among the fundamental 
ideas of the Valentinian system. Humani ty and the revelation of God 
are conceptions which here stand in intimate connection with each 
other. Hence the primal man makes his appearance as one of the 
lEons; and in another Valentinian representation it is expressed 
thus: "When God willed to reveal himself, this was called man." 2 

But in respect to this point also, we must distinguish what the Demi
urge intended, and what he was necessitated to do, in an unconscious 
manner, as the instrument of the higher order of the world. He com
bined with his angels in a higher ethereal region, paradise, the third or 
fourth heaven,3 to create man as their common image. This being, as 
lord of the world, was to represent the Demiurge in it. But here also 
the latter acted as the instrument of a higher order of the world, 
according to the ideas inspired in him by the Soter and the Sophia. 

o 

1 Strom. I. IV, f. 509: 'O!Toaov l:Id,r;wv iJ 
e/I(wv rov r;WvTO~ !Tpoaw'lrov, roaoiirov 1]aawv 
" I(oal-'0~ rou t;C:;vr6r alC:;vo(, (which name, 
according to what we have already observed, 
is a distinctive appellation of the Supreme 
God himself.) T1r ovv alria rii~ £lK6vo~; 
l\{eya],wavv1/ roii 'lrpoaw!Tov, 'lrapeaX1Jl-'ivov 
rii> r;wyp(u/>'t' rilv rii!Tov, lva TlI-'1JiY~ ell' ovo
p.aro~ aVroii, (I understand this as referring 
to his own name, which was to be revealed 
by the creation,) oil yap aviYevr'KiJ~ evpi-ii1J 
p.op'p~· riAAu ril Ovol'a, (the name as it re
veals itself immediately in the higher self
consciousness, or in the spiritual natures) 
t!TA~pWae ril varep1//.la tv 'lrAaa£!' trovipye,
<Ie Kat ril roii ~eoii rioparov £l~ !TiaTlv roV 

neuter = 'lrAaal-'a). It may be, that Valen
tine here conceived the Demiurge and the 
world formed by him, as constituting one 
image of the Supreme God, analogous to 
the iYeor yev1JrOr of PInto, in the same way 
as Philo, in many places, unites together 
the Logos and the world animated by him. 
Yet this does not necessarily appear from 
his language in this instan~'tl. 

2 'Ore f,iYeA.1Jaev 1:!T,c!eZ~a£ avrilv, TOV'TO 
uviYp"'lror Ui;(-lie. Iren. lib. I. c. 12, ~ 3. 

S See those Gnostic excerpta of the Di
daseat. Anatol. or geoooTov e!T'Top.ai, oPP' 
Clement. f. 797) B.: ·Av-lipw'lro~ tv Tii> !TO
parJr£a't' Tii> TeTapT't' ovpaVftl o"fA'OV(yyeiTIU, 
and Iren. lib. I. c. 5, § 2. 

'lre!TAaaflivov. (This is without doubt the 

http:e!T'Top.ai
http:varep1//.la
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Unknown to himself, some of the seed of the divine life was communi
cated to him from the Pleroma, and this passed over from him into 
man.1 Thus was revealed in the appearance of man, that prototype of 
the heavenly man from the Pleroma; and the being who was to repre· 
sent only the crowning point of the cosmical principle, exhibited in his 
appearance tokens of something far higher. The Demiurge and his 
angels were seized with amazement, when they beheld a strange and 
higher power enter their kingdom; for they had not as yet attained to 
the conscious recognition of that higher order of the world, and to a 
free obedience of it. This could be brought about only by the redemp· 
tion. Thus they were astounded at their own work, which threatened 
to exalt itself above themselves. As Valentine beheld the same law 
pervading every grade of existence, so he supposed he found this fact 
recurring in every case, where men, animated by the inspiration of 
lofty ideas, while endeavoring to represent them in their works, pro
duce effeets not anticipated by themselves and are astonished at their 
own productions; like the artist, who, having formed the image of a 
god, afterwards falls down and worships it. Valentine thus expresses 
himself on this point: " Just as fear seized the angels in the presence 
of that form, when it expressed something greater than was to be ex
pected from such a creation, beeause a seed of the higher essence had 
been inyisibly imparted to it, so also among the generations of men in 
this world, their works became objects of fear to their very authors; as 
statues, pictures and everything wrought by human hands with any sort 
of reference to the name of God; for Adam, who had been formed to 
represent the name of man, excited the fear of the primal man, as if 
the latter existed in him." 2 

The cosmical principle must, then, endeavor to assert itself, in its 
self-subsistence and dominion, against the danger with which man, 
bearing witness of the supramundane essence, threatened it. The Demi
urge and his powers combine to hold man in subjection, to suppress in 
him the consciousness of his higher nature. They plunge him from the 
psychical region of the third heaven into the world won from the Byle 
and built on its verge, and they environ his psychical nature with a 
body formed out of matter.3 But that this should so happen, did not 
proceed from the arbitrary will of the Demiurge. In this also he must 
act as the instrument of that higher wisdom; in carrying out his own 

1 'E"X~ 0 'At5"!,, tit5~ACJ{ aVTt;J, V'lrO Tij{ 'At5ull .p~f3ov 7rapEaXf1I 'lrfX10VTOf avf)ptJ'lrOV, 
ao.piar tva7rapev, TO u'lrip!,a TO 1OIEV!'aTlKOV. wr 151] aUTOV tv avr", Kaf)earWro,. Strom. 
Didascal. Anatol. f. 797. lib. II. f. 375. 

2 Ka~ (Jl11rCP .po{3or hrl £ICC1VOV ToV 'lrAaa 8 The coats of skin, the XLT';;Vt{ ritppa
!,aTOr V"""P~C Toir ayyiMus, ore Ilcl(ova Ttvat of Genesis, which were commonly so 
ltp{Hy~aTo riJr 'lrAaaCCJf, 0,,, rov aopaTOv iv understood by the. Theosophists of this pe
aiJrt;> u'lrip!,a t5cow,ora, rT;v uVCJf)cv oV<riav riod. Thus we must supply the hiatus 
..at 7rapp1/U,at;O!'EVoV, OfiTCJ, (here the apo which has come down to us in Valentine's 
dosis begins,) Ka' tv rair y,,'calr T';'V 1C0U system, when it is said at the conclusion of 
Iluc';'v avf)pc:,7rCJv lIo{3oc ril. lpya T';'V avf)pc:,- the abm'e-dted passage, " The angels wonld 
7r.,v TO'·, 'lrOtDVUtl/ iytvcro, olav avop,uvrer have speedily destroyed their work;" - or 
Kal cbcovcr KaL 'lraVT.,V, (here an Ii has we must suppose that sentence was hypo
doubtless slipped out, or 'lravf)' u. may be thetical, i. e. they would have destroyed, 
the reading,) al xclpc, avvova,v .Ir ovolla unless they had been prevented in an invis
"hoir £It; yap ovo!,a uvf)PW7rOV 'lrAaaf)c1f ible manner by a higher power. 

36" 
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will, he must subserve the end of a higher will; the principle of divine 
life was to penetrate through all the grades of existence, extend itself 
even to the bounds of the Hyle, enter into the realms of death itself, ill 
order to bring about its destruction. But this was the only way it! 
which it could be done. 

That which is to represent humanity at large, becomes actually real
ized, then, by those only who bear within them that higher germ of 
divine life springing from what had been invisibly communicated to 
the Demiurge (the higher spiritual natures.) They are the salt and 
light of the earth, the leaven for entire humanity. The soul (.pv,ri) 
is but the vehicle of the 'lrVevllamov, to enable the latter to enter 
into the temporal world, in which it must unfold itself to maturity. 
When this end is attained, the spirit, which is destined only for the life 
of intuition, will leave behind this vehicle in the lower sphere; and 
every spiritual nature, as the recipient, feminine element in relation to 
the higher spiritual world, will be exalted to intimate union (Syzygia.) 
with its correlative angelic nature in the Pleroma. Only the higher 
faculty of immediate intuition -this is Valentine's meaning - will then 
be active; all those powers and modes of operation of the sonl which 
had been directed to the temporal and the finite, as the faculty of re
flection, of which the .pvxf} is according to Valentine's notions the com
prehending sum, will then, in the Pleroma, entirely fall away.l 

The attractive power exerted by the godlike on everything, even 
while those that are affected by it are unable to understand it or explain 
it to themselves - is a favorite idea of Valentine's. The Demiurge 
is attracted by the spiritual natures scattered among the Jewish people, 
without knowing the reason of it. Hence he made of such, prophets, 
priests and kings. Hence it was, that the prophets particularly were' 
able to point forward to that higher order of things, which was first to 
enter into humanity through the Soter. According to the Valentinian 
theory, there was a four-fold principle at work in the prophets: 1. 
The psychical principle, the humanly limited, the soul left to itself; 2. 
The inspiration of this '" vxf}, which proceeded from the Demiurge'8 
influence upon it; 3. The 7rVevllaTlK6v, or spiritual element, left to it
self; 4. The pneumatic inspiration, which proceeded from the informing 
Sophia.2 By this theory, and the application of these four principles, 
Valentine could distinguish in the writings of the prophets different ut
terances of higher and lower kind and import, and a different higher 
and lower sense of the same passages. 1. The purely human. 2. The 
i80lated prophecies of events, which the Demiurge, who, though not omnis
cient, yet glanced through an enlarged circle of the future, could com
municate, - the prediction of a Messiah, likewise proceeding from him, 
but still enveloped in the temporal, Jewish form; the prediction of the 
Messiah, as the Demiurge meant to send him,- a psychical Messiah 
for the psychical natures, the ruler over a kingdom of this world. 8. 
The ideas touching on the Christian economy, and pointing to that,
the transfigured Messianic element, set forth with more or less of purity, 

1 Compo Aristot. de anima, lib. III. c. 6. mVid. Iren. lib. I. c. 7, • 3 et •. 
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&oeording as it had proceeded barely from the higher spiritual nature, 
at from the immediate influence of the Sophia. This view might lead 
to remarkable investigations respooting the mixture of the Divine and 
the Human in the prophets, and to fruitful results connected with the 
exposition of their writings. We here observe, emerging for the first 
time, a more profound apprehension of the idea of inspiration - a striv
ing to bring the religious and scientific interests to harmonize with each 
other in the exposition of the Old Testament. 

The question now arises, whether Valentine acknowledged the rays 
of higher truth to exist barely among the Jews, whether he confined 
the spiritual natures to the Jews alone, or whether he admitted that 
they were diffused also among the heathens. True, he held, according 
to Heracleon,l the Jews to belong to the kingdom of the Demiurge, the 
pagans, to the kingdom of matter, or of Satan, and the Christians, to 
the people of the Supreme God; but this does not prove, that he 
meant to exclude everything of a higher nature from the pagans; for 
he supposed there existed in Judaism - although he assigned it preemi
nently to the Demiurge - scattered examples of the higher pneumatic 
element; and although he assigned Christendom to the Supreme God, 
yet he saw even among Christians a large class of psychical natures. 
He is speaking, then, of the predominant and prevailing character 
only; and so might recognize even among the pagans, notwithstanding 
the predominantly Hylic element in paganism, a sprinkling of the Pneu
matic. He was indeed compelled to do so by his own principles; since 
the higher, spiritual life (the 1rVEt'paTLKOv,) was to pass through eve
ry grade of existence to the bounds of matter, in order to prepare the 
way for the total destruction of the kingdom of the ilA1/. What Valen
tine says, in the passage above cited, respecting the power of art em
ployed in representing the images of the gods, allows us to infer, that 
he judged the polytheistic system with more lenity than the ordinary 
Jews, who looked upon the Gentile gods only as evil spirits; that, rest
ing on Acts 13 : 23, he believed it possible to trace even in this system 
indications, - corrupted though they might pe through the predomi
nance of the material principle, - of an unknown God, extending' his 
uncomprehended influence over all. Accordingly, Valentine actually 
alludes, in the preserved fragment of a Homily,2 to the vestiges of truth 
dispersed also in the writings of the pagans, wherein the inward nature 
of God's spiritual people, of the 'll'VwpaTlKoi, scattered through the 
human race, reveals itself: "Much of that which is written in the 
books of pagans, is found written in the church of God; this common 
truth is the word out of the heart, the law written in the heart; - it is 
the people of the beloved (i. e. this common higher consciousness is the 
sign of the Soter's scattered community, of the 'll'VwpaTllcoi) who are 
loved by him and love him in return." 

The Soter, who from the beginning has directed the wlwle proce88 of 
development of the spiritual life-germs that fell from the Pleroma to 
form a new world, the invisible jO'1"mer and ruler of this new world, ...:... 

1 Otig.ln Joann. T. XIII. c. 16. S Clem. Strom. 1. VI. f. 641. 
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he must now enter at last himself· immediately into the mundane sph81~ 
for the purpose of extending the act of redemption, - which he bad 

. originally accomplished on the mother of all spiritual life, the world-a01il, 
the Sophia, - to all the spiritual life that has flowed from her, and thl18 
carry the entire work to its completion. Everything, down to the Hylie 
element, struggling against all existence, was, each after its own degree 
capable of being ennobled. The Soter must, therefore, in order ~ 
place everything - as well the psychical as the spiritual natures - in 
training for that stage of the higher life of which each is capable, enter 
into union with all these gradations of existence. Besides, in following 
the course which is in harmony with nature, he could only enter into 
union with the spiritual nature, and into that only in connection with a 
soul (1f!tJx~,) in this world of time. 

The doctrine concerning Christ must always be conditioned by the 
peculiar mode of apprehending the relation of the world to God, and 
the doctrine concerning man. In both these respects, this system sets 
cle~rly forth the necessity of a redemption, and that too in its true im
port, as a grand historical fact, the purpose of which is to restore har
mony between the different gradations of existence, to fill up the chasm 
which separated the world and heaven from each other, and to raise 
the Pneumatic natures, who never could have attained by themselves 
alone to the full consciousness and th-e full exercise of their higher na,
ture, to fellowship with the higher world intimately related to their own 
essence. But still it was a consequence grounded in the separation 
here supposed between the kingdom of the Dcmiurge and that of the 
Supreme God, that all in this world could not be equally adapted for the 
benefits of redemption and equally penetrated by its principle. Certain 
antitheses were here assumed to exist in human nature itself, which ex
cluded the possibility of a uniform appropriation of this nature in its com
pleteness by the Redeemer and the redemption. In this system, the 
purely Human (the psychical nature) was too far separated from the 
properly Divine (the pneumatic nature~) the oneness of God's image 
in man too feebly recognized, to allow of the full and adequate appl'6" 
hension of the historical Christ finding admission into the realization 
of the original type of Humanity. The antithe~es which made their 
appearance in the cosmology and the anthropology, as originally given 
in the constitution of the world and of man, must also betray their 
presence once more in the Christology. We cannot allow, that the 
tendency of the Valentinian system bore towards the hypothesis of a 
merely proto-typic or ideal Christ, and towards making the Christ or 
history a barely accidental point of attachment for this idea; but in 
this respect we can say nothing more, than that his principles admitted 
only of a one-sided, mutilated apprehension, as well of the proto-typic, 
as of the historical Christ. The fundamental defect is to be traced, in 
one word, to the reaction of the great principle of the ancient world in 
conceiving of the godlike, as being the super-human. Though Valentine 
could attribute to the human element in Christ 80 greater significancy 
than Basilides, still he could never, 3.Ccording to those principles, recog
nize in him the full significancy of the human element in connection 
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with the divine, never understand their true union if). him, nor.even al· 
low the Human itself to be altogether human, for there was stIll some
what in the human that belonged only to the kingdom of the VI"f/. 

The Demiurge had promised his people a Redeemer, a Messiah, who 
should release them from the dominion of the Hylic power, bring about 
the destruction of all that opposed itself to his own kingdom, rule in his 
name over all, and bless those that were obedient with all manner of 
earthly felicity. He sent this Messiah, who was the express image of 
the Demiurge, down from his heaven; but this exalted being could 
enter into no union with matter. Destined to bring about the annihila. 
tion of the material element, how could he indeed assume any part of 
it to himself? With the material body, he had been under the neces
sity of assuming also its kindred material spirit of life? - that fountain 
of all corrupt appetites and desires; and how could he be the Re
deemer, if the principle of evil were present in is own nature? The 
Demiurge formed, then, for the psychical Messiah, a body composed of 
the finest ethereal elements of the heaven from which he was sent down 
into this world. This body was so wonderfully constituted,2 that it 
could be visible to outward sense, and submit to all sensible actions and 
affections, and yet in a way altogether different from that of ordinary, 
earthly bodies.3 But the miraculous birth of J csus consisted in this
that the psychical nature, descended from the heaven of the Demiurge, 
together with the ethereal body which it brought with it from the same 
region, was ushered into the light of this world through Mary, only as a 
channel of conveyance.4 Yet this psychical Messiah would have been 
inadequate to the task of accomplishing even the work assigned him by 
the Demiurge. It required a higher power to vanquish the kingdom of 
the VA'I. The Demiurge acted here, as in everything else, simply in 
unconscious subordination to the Soter. The latter had decreed on the 
time when he would unite himself with this psychical Messiah as his 
instrument, with a view to accomplish the work ordained and promised 
by the Demiurge, in a far higher sense than the Demiurge himself had 
divined; to found a kingdom of the Messiah, of a far loftier description, 
the true character of which had been only intimated in the sublimest 
descriptions of the prophets, which the Demiurge himself had been un
able to understand. 

The psychiifl Messiah, who had no presentiment of the destination 
that awaited mm when united with the Soter, meanwhile displayed 
from the beginning the ideal of ascetic holiness. By virtue of the 
peculiar constitution of his body, he could exercise an extraordinary 
control over matter. He ate and drank, it is true, like others; letting 
himself down, in this respect, to human infirmity. But yet he did so 
without being subject to like affections as other men. He did every
thing after a godlike manner.5 

At his baptism in the Jordan, where he was to receive from John the 
Baptist, the Demiurge's representative, his solemn consecration to the 

1 The ..pvx~ <lAoyo,. 2 'E,; ollcolJopiar. 4 '0, Ott!. cr(')Anvo,. 
8 ~/jpa l~ ri}, at/lalloiJ, ..pvxtKi'j, ovcriar. 6 Clem. Strom. lib. III. f. 451. 

Theodot. Didascal. Anatol. 
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office of Messi~h, the Soter, un~er wh~se inyisib~e guidance :ve~g 
had been so directed, entered mto umon WIth him, descendmg In ·the 
form of a dove. As to the question, whether the psychical Messiah 
possessed with his soul also a pneumatic element, so that the 'lMJtVp4 

descended at the same time with the soul as its vehicle, for the purpbs~ 
of unfolding itself in this world, and then serving as an instrument or 
the descended Soter, or whether the Soter, on his first entrance into 
this world, took from the Sophia a spiritual nature as his vehicle, so that 
he might be capable of uniting himself with a human nature, and thus 
the higher pneumatic principle was first communicated to the Messiah 
of the Demiurge at his baptism; - as to this point- there might be a. 
difference of opinion among the Valentinian schools themselves. l 

According to Valentine's doctrine, as well as that of Basilides, the 
appearance of the redeeming spirit in humanity and his union with the 
psychical Messiah milt constitute the principal thing in the work of 
redemption. He agreed with Basilides also in supposing that the Soter, 
at the passion, left the psychical Messiah to himself; and this passion, 
as it did not light on a material body, capable of suffering, but on a. 
psychical one, could not possibly be regarded by him according to its 
full import. Yet it is certain, that, so far as it respects the mode of 
contemplating Christ's passion, the Jewish element, in the case of the 
Valentinian Gnosis, exercised no such important influence as in the 
case of the Gnosis of Basilides; and that the Valentinians were far 
better prepared to understand the significancy of this passion for the 
Christian consciousness. A power for the overcoming of evil and for 
the purification of the nature beset with it, was ascribed to the sufferings 
of the psychical Christ. We have, in fact, already become acquainted 
with the idea of the Valentinian system, that the same law must be 

1 The latter seems to be the view ex
pressed in a passage of HeracIeon, Orig. 
'1'. VI. § 23. Grabe Spiceleg. T. II. p. 89, 
in which passage I once supposed. (sec my 
Gcnetische Entwickclung, p. 149,) thollgh 
erroneously. I had found the doctrine of a 
propel' incarnation of the Soter, and of his 
union with the human nature from its tirst 
development. HeracIeon - on .John 1 : 27 
- correctly explains the sense of the pas
sage in the tirst place, after his usual man
neri namely, that "John acknowledged 
himself unworthy to perform even the 
meanest service for the Redeemer," - and 
then proceeds arbitrarily to imply, in these 
simple words, a higher sense, in a('cordance 
with his own theosophie ideas: OVt( tyw 
eillt lKavOr. iva ol filE KarfA{}., U7l'O peyi
{}ovr Kat aupKa AU.(3~. W, V7l'OOTJpa, 7l'ep' nr 
lyiJ AOYOV U7l'ooovvat OV ovva/1at, ovoe 0''1
y~aarr&at 1i e7l'tAvaat r1;V 7l'fp/ avril. OlKO
vO/1iav. We can hardly understand by "the 
flesh" here, whieh the Soter took on him 
when he descended from the highcr rc~ion 
borderinO' on the 7l'M'Pwlla and the r07l'0r 
peaoTTJro"r:. the body of the psychical Mes
siah, forme~ by a special olKovopia i for the 

snbject of discourse here is undoubtedly 
the Soter, who revealed himself to John at 
the baptism i and this Soter, at all events, 
united himself, according to the Valentinian 
theory, not with the bod.,!, bllt with the ~ 
chieal Messiah., who '/IXlS clothed with thts 
body. Consequently John, here represent
ing the person of MIe Demiurge, could not 
have thus expressed his wonder at this 
wonderful body, whieh had been formed by 
the Dcmiurge himself. ~t the Valentim
ans were used to denomi1'tte every outward 
envelop, every vehicle of a superior being that 
descended to II lower region of existence, 
II aup~. The Sophia gave the Soter a 
a7l'fp/1a 'Il'VWllaTlK(W, that so with this ve· 
hicle he might descend to the earth, and, 
throuO'h its medium, enter into union With 
the V!~x~. We have the evidence of this 
in the commencing words of the Didascal. 
Anatol., which are as follows: '0 7l'po#~a. 
Aev aapKiov r'iJ ~6y't', (equivalent to the 
Soter,) it cro'Pia Til 1rVwpaTttcOV tr;reppa, 
rovro aro~taupevor tcarii~i1ev 0 (ftiJf'1/p. Ie 
was of this wonderful economy, then, that 
Heracleon was speaking. 
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carried into effect at the different stages of existence, in order to the 
restoration of the harmony of the universe. The cross, as we have 
already observed, was considered in this system a symbol of the might 
that purifies a nature from foreign elements, and leads it as well to self
confinement within the limits of its own proper nature, as to fixedness 
and constancy there. Now the crucifixion of Christ represented the 
activity of this power in this lower world. The manner in which the 
psychical Messiah was stretched on the cross, and with this, over the 
lower creation - exhibited himself sharing in the sufferings of humanity 
- is a symbol of that first redeeming act, where the Soter received the 
suffering Sophia, stretched over her the Stauros, purified her from 
every foreign element, and conducted back her dissipating existence 
within its proper confines. A similar operation if; now imaged forth by 
this act of the psychical Christ, where that which had been already ac
complished in the highest region, is brought about in the psychical 
world. Even considered by itself alone, this representation cannot be 
an idle, fruitless, barely symbolical thing, but there must be connected 
with it the like influence, only after a manner corresponding to this 
particular stage of existence. Hence Heracleon could say, that by the 
cross of Christ all evil was consumed,! and that his passion was neces
sary in order that the church, cleansed from the influence of the mate
rial spirits, may be converted into a house of God.2 Accordingly he 
spoke of a spiritual appropriation of Christ's sufferings, through which 
the participation in the kingdom of the Divine life, in the marriage sup
per of the church, is mediated.3 By the words, ":Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit," the psychical Christ commended to the care 
of the Heavenly Father the 'IrvrojlaTtl((JV u'Iripfla, which was now for
saking him, that it might not be kept back in the kingdom of the Demi
urge, but rise free to the upper region; commending to him also by 
the same act all spiritual natures, who were represented by the one 
united with himself. The psychical Messiah rises to the Demiurge, 
who transfers to him the sovereign power and government, to be admin
istered in his name; and the pneumatic Messiah to the Soter, whither 
all the redeemed spiritual natures will follow him. 

The point of chief importance, the main thing in the redemptive 
work, 60 far as it concerns spiritual natures, is the redemption of which 
man's nature was made to participate by its union with the Soter at 
the baptism in Jordan. This must be repeated in the case of each in
dividual. Of the sanctifying effects flowing from inward communion 
wit? the Redeemer, Valentine speaks as follows: "There is one good 
Bemg, whose free manifestation is his revelation by the Son; and 
through him alone could the heart be made pure, after every malign 

l·Av'7A"~a, Kal ;'~v;~at roilr /w{3w 2 "Iva ri}v tKKA1Juiav KaraaKEVat11,J. ou/dr,
rilr. tf''IrOpovr. (allusion to the narrative of A1Jarwv Kal tf''IrOP(,)v =~latov, ';';U" olKOII 
Christ's expelling the changers from the roii 1rarpar auro;;. L. c. 
temple, and without doubt meaning here the 8 From the typical meaning of the pas- . 
demons, or effluxes from matter, whereby chal supper. t:.VOf'£vov f'hi ro 'Ira19or roli 
God's temple in humanity became defiled) !;"'r1Jpor ril tv K.oaf'1tl lu~~tv£v, lu-&tof'e
Kal ,,"auav ~v KaJeiav. Orig. in Joann. 1'. vov 06 ri}v uvu'Iravatv riIv tv ruf''t'. L. Cox. Co 19. ~ 14. 
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spirit had been ejected; for many are the spirits that take up their 
abode in the heart, and allow it not to be pure. Each of these is bU8ily 
employed in his own work, while they, all in various ways, shamefuHy 
defile it. And it seems to me to fare with such a heart much as with 
an inn; for the inn is worn and trodden to pieces, often filled with dirt, 
being the haunt of riotous, licentious men, who have no interest in the 
place, since it is none of their own. So is it with the heart; - until it 
receives the heavenly grace, it remains unclean, being the abode of 
many evil spirits. But when he who only is good, when the Father 
adopts it as his, it becomes holy and resplendent with light; and ac
cordingly he who possesses such a heart is pronounced blessed, for he 
shall see God." 1 

The Valentinians were penetrated with the consciousness that Chris
tianity even here on the earth imparts a divine life, and in this life, the 
fellowship with heaven. This consciousness is thus expressed in the 
Valentini an form of intuition: "Every pneumatic soulliaving its other 
half in the upper world of spirits (namely, its attendant angel,) with 
which it is destined to be united, it receives power through the Soter 
to enter into this union (Syzygy) spiritually even in the present life."2 

But it is quite evident of itself, that the V alentinians must have dis
tinguished the effects of baptism and of the redemption, in their rela.
tion to the two positions of the Pneumatici and the Psychici. The 
psychical man obtains forgiveness of his sins, is released from the do
minion of the hylic principle, and receives power to withstand it. The 
pneumatical man is, through communion with the Soter, incorporated 
into the Pleroma, attains to a full consciousness of his nature affining to 
the latter and exalted above the kingdom of the Demiurge, and is em· 
powered to develope it free from the restraints by which it was before 
shackled. He is released from the cramping power of the Demiurge. 

The two classes differ from one another, in their way not only of ar
riving at Christianity, but also of appropriating and apprehending it. 
The psychical men must be lcd to the faith by causes out of themselves, 
by facts of the sensible world, by miracles; S - so the stage of progress 
which they never go beyond, is that of faith on grounds of historical 
authority. They are not capable of the intuition of the truth itself. 
It is to such Christ speaks in John 4: 48. In the case of spiritual 
men, on the other hand, faith does not arise out of the things of sense; 
they are seized immediately, in virtue of their godlike nature, by the 
intrinsic might of the truth itself, feel themselves immediately drawn 
away to that which is in affinity with their essential being; 4 and in 
virtue of this spiritual contact with the truth, their faith is superior to 
all doubt.a Their worship, grounded in the knowledge of the truth, is 
the true, "reasonable 8ervice of God." 

1 Strom. lib. II. f. 409. ae"" 'Trelffecn9-at, "a~ OVX~ My't' 'TrtI1TWtlll. 
~ Herscieon, in Origin, T. XIII. § 11: Orig. in Joa.nn. T. XIII. ; 59. 

Kop.i(ecn9-at 'Trap' aVTov T~V ovvap.tv leat ri)v , Hera.cieon, in Orig. 1. C. c. 20, the Ot/CTf,o 
lv",atv Ka~ T~V uvaKpaatv 'TrpO, Til 'Tr A1/ K~ ,,,,ig Otaffeat,. 
p"'p.a av'rii,. 6 'H urltaKptTOr /Cal /CaTal..l..1/Mr rij ;VII" 

8 At tpylJv rpvatv Exovu, leal 01 a/cn9-q· av'riir'Trian,. L. C. § 10. 
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The origin of the Christian life being thus different, the position in 
that life is different also. Here arises the distinction of a psychical and 
a pneumatical Christianity. By those of the one class, only the psychi
cal Christ is recognized; those of the other rise to the divine Soter in 
him. In the one position, men rest satisfied with historical Christian
ity; in the other, they grasp it in its connection and coherence with 
the whole theogonic and cosmogonic process. Wbile Christ is acknowl
edged by those that belong to the first class, only in consideration of 
the eXtraordinary works by which he was accredited as a divine 
teacher, and what he revealed is received on his authority; by those 
of the second, on the other hand, the necessity of the facts of Chris
tianity, - the necessity grounded in that process, - is understood; 
and on that very basis reposes a conviction raised above all doubt. To 
the psychical class, Paul says that for them he knew nothing, and could 
preach nothing, save Christ crucified; 1 that he could not announce 
to them that wisdom of the perfect, which is hidden even from the De
miurge and his angels. In accordance with these different positions, 
Christ is presented in different ways to the Christian consciousness;
88 indeed the angels themselves, on account of their different natures, 
do not all behold alike the countenance of the Father.2 The recogni
tion of a necessary difference in the mode of contemplating Christ's 
person and work, grounded in these different stages of religious devel
opment, is a truth lying at the root of these Valentinian doctrines. 

Those spiritual men are the salt, the soul of the outward church
those by whom Christianity is propagated as the forming principle of 
humanity.3 By them is the way prepared for the transfiguration of 
the entire earthly world, and for the final destruction of everything 
material and evil; - an event that shall ensue, when matter shall have 
been deprived of all those germs of life it had seized on, and these, 
purified of their dross, shall have attained to the development corres
ponding to their essential being. So was it necessary that the divine 
life should be merged in the world of death, in order that that world 
might be overcome. Valentine addresses these spiritual men as fol
lows: "Ye are, from the beginning, immortal and children of eternal 
life ; and ye were willing to apportion death among you, that you might 
swallow up and destroy it, and that in you and through you death might 
die. For if ye dissolve the world (prepare the way for the dissolution 
of the material world,) but are not yourselves dissolved, ye are masters 
a.nd lords ovcr the creation, and over all that is perishable." 4 

Though the Christian principle appears, in this Valentinian tendency, 
vitiated by a. certain thcosophic pride, and an element of Onental 

1 Didascal. Anatol. concerning a two-fold 4 'A1r' ripxiir uiJa'llaToi faT'/!' J<al riiICv4 
mode of preaching by the apostle Pan!. In t;t.Jiir alt.Jvtar· !Cal 1'OV iJav(]JTov nrtD..e1'e 
reference to the psychical men: 'E/(~pvEe fltptuatrt'TaL e!r lavTOVr, fve darrav1}U711't 
1"Ov a..,Tilpa 'YE'V1/1'Ov ICa~ 1raiJ711'Ov. aUTav "a~ avaA<Jt17JTt, /Cal u1rot'1avii 0 ~ava-

2 L. c.: 'ld''''r l/CaaT'or 'fV"'pit;tL 1'OV /c"'PL 1'Or tv 11fllv /Ca2 dl 11fl;;'V. 'OTav yap 1'OV 
W, /CcU ovX: op.Ott.Jr 1r{W1'£f Til 1rpOtrt.J1rO'll 1'0;; flEV /coul'0v AVt/Tt, 111''''r de 1'''' !CaT47tfnJtrt'Te,
'll'a1'pilr OpOOL'II ol anCAoL. "VPLBV£T't Tilr /CTiaet.Jf ICal T'iir 4't'Yopiit; alra

• See the proof directly, where we apeak t17Jr. Strom. 1. IV. f. 509, B. 

of Heracleon. 
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austerity, yet there gleams through these words a consciousness- of 
what Christ intended, when he called the bearers of his word and spirit 
the salt of the earth, - of the high calling and place in the world of 
those who truly displayed the image of Christ, and in whom the idea 
of Christianity was realized; who were to be·scattered abroad in the 
midst of an impure world, and connected with it by numberless grada
tions, in order to prepare the way for its gradual purification. 

When now the end for which these spiritual men prepared the wa.y 
should be attained, the Soter, after the dissolution of the whole material 
world, should be united in one "syzygia" with the Sophia, the ma
tured spiritual natures, paired with their respective angels, should un
der him enter into the Pleroma, and the psychical minds occupy under 
the Demiurge the last grade. of the spiritual world; 1 - for they too 
should receive the measure of felicity answering to their peculiar na
ture. The Demiurge rejoices at the appearance of the Soter, through 
whom a higher world, to which he was before a stranger, has been re
vealed to him; and through whom also, relieved from his toilsome 
labors, he is enabled to enter into rest and enjoy an echo of the glory 
of the Pleroma. He is the friend of the bridegroom (the Soter,) who 
standeth and heareth him, and rejoiceth greatly because of the bride
groom's voice - rejoiceth at the consummation of the espousaIs.2 
John the Baptist spake these words (John 3: 29,) as a representative 
of the Demiurge. 

DISTINGUISHED MEN BELONGING TO THE SCHOOL OF VALEXTINE.
Among the men of Valentine's school, Heracleon was distinguished 
for his cool, scientific, reflective bent of mind. He wrote a commen
tary on the Gospel of St. John, considerable fragments of which have 
been preserved by Origen ; 3 perhaps also, a commentary on the Gospel 
according to Luke. Of the latter, a single fragment only, the exposi
tion of Luke 12: 8, has been preserved by Clement of Alexandria.4 

It may easily be conceived, that the spiritual depth and fulness of John 
must have been preeminently attractive to the Gnostics. To the expo
sition of this gospel Heracleon brought a profound, religious sense, 
which penetrated to the inward meaning, together with an understand
ing invariably clear when not led astray by theosophic speculation. 
But what he chiefly lacked was a faculty to appreciate the simplicity 
of John, and earnest application to those necessary means for evolving 
the spirit out of the letter, the deficiency in which among the Gnostics 
generally has been already made a subject of remark. Heracleon hon
estly intended, indeed, so far as we can see, to derive his theology from 
John. But he was entirely warped by his system; and with all his 
habits of thought and contemplation, so entangled in its mesh-work, 
that he could not move out of it with freedom, but spite of himself, 
implied its views and its ideas in the Scriptures, which he regarded as 
th,e fountain of divine wisdom. 

1 The T'67l'O~ p.ef70T'llTOr. 8 In his Tomis on John, in which he fre
2 The union of the Soter with the So quentlv has reference to the expositioUl of 

phia, of the angels with the spiritual na Here.cfeon. 
tures in the Pleroma. , Strom. 1. IV. £ 503. 
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In proof of wha.t haa been said, we .~l consider. He;acleon' s in~er
pretation of that noble p~sage c?ntaimng. our SaVlour s conve~ation 
with the woman ()f SamarIa. WIth the sImple facts of the hIstory, 
Heracloon could not rest content; nor was he satisfied with a calm psy
chological contemplation of the Samaritan woman in her relation to the 
Saviour. His imagination immediately traced in the woman who was 
so attracted by the words and appearance of Christ, the type of all 
spiritUal natures, that are attracted by the godlike; and hence this 
history must represent the entire relation of the 'lMIE1JpaTtKOL to the 
Soter, and to the higher, spiritual world. Hence the words of the 
Samaritan woman must have a double sense, - that of which she 
was herself conscious, and that which she expressed unconsciously, 
as representing the whole class of the 'lTVE1JpamOL; and hence also the 
words of. the Saviour must be taken in a two-fold sense, a higher and a 
lower. True, he did not fail to understand the fundamental idea con
tained in the Saviour's language; but he allowed himself to be drawn 
away from the principal point, by looking after too much in the several 
accompanying circumstances. " The water which our Saviour gives," 
says he, " is from his Spirit and his power. His grace and his gifts 
are something that never can be taken away, never can be exhausted, 
never can pass from those who have any portion in them. They that 
have received what is richly bestowed on them from above, communicate 
of the overflowing fulness which they enjoy, to the everlasting life of 
others also." But then he wrongly concludes, that because Christ in
tended the water which he would give to be understood in a symboli
cal sense, so too the water of Jacob's well must be understood in the 
same symbolical sense. It was a symbol of Judaism, inadequate to the 
wants of the spiritual naturc - an image of its perishable, earthly 
glory. The words of the woman, -" Give me this water, that I thirst 
not, neither come hither to draw," - express the burthensome charac
ter of Judaism, the difficulty of finding in it anything wherewith to 
nourish the spiritual life, and the inadequacy of that nourishment 
when found.l When our Lord afterwards bade the woman call her 
husband, he meant by this her other half in the spiritual world, the 
angel belonging to her; 2 - that with him coming to the Saviour, she 
might from the latter receive power to become united and blended with 
this her destined companion. And the reason for this arbitrary inter
pretation is, that" Christ could not have spoken of her earthly husband, 
since he was aware, that she had no lawful one. In the spiritual sense,3 
the woman knew not her husband 4 - she knew nothinO' of the angel 
belonging to her; in the literal sense, she was ashamed to confess that 
she was living in an unlawful connection." The water being the sym
bolof the divine life communicated by the Saviour, Heracleon went on 
to. ~er ~hat the water-pot was the symbol of a recipient spirit for this 
dtmne life on the part of the woman. She left her waterjlot behind 
with him; that is, having now a vessel of this kind with the Saviour, 

1 T3 brip.o;rt'Tov lCa~ JV(1'ITOPlt1'TOV lCa2 arpa- • KaTu To VOOVpE1JOV. 
"""v £lCtivov Toii MarOf. ~ Kar" T3 4'ITAOiiv. 

g Til 'lTAYJp<.>p.a av1'iir. See above. 
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in which to receive the living water she came for, she returned into 
the world to announce that Christ was come to the psychical naturea,l 

In many of his interpretations, in which he distinguishes himself hy 
his healthy feeling for the simple and for the depth in the simplicity, 
he is too simple for the artificial taste of Origen, who finds fault with 
him for adhering to the letter, and not penetrating more deeply into the 
spiritual sense.2 Explaining the words of Christ in John 4 : 34, he 
says: "The Lord here calls it his meat to do the will of his Father; for 
this was to him his nourishment, his rest and his power. But by hi! 
Father's will he meant, that men should come to the knowledge of hi! 
Father and be blessed. And accordingly, this discourse with the Samar
itan woman belonged to the meat of the Son." 3 On John 4 : 35, he 
says: " Christ speaks here of the sensible harvest, which was yet four 
months distant; while on the other hand, the harvest of which· he dis
courses was already present in reference to the souls of the faithful.'" 

As the Gnostics took ground against the Jewish element in the doc
trines of faith and morals, they uniformly set up the principle that 
everything spiritual must proceed from the inner life and temper, in 
opposition to the tendency which severed good works from this connec
tion, and attributed value to them separately. It was such a reaction 
of the Christian spirit among the Gnostics that declared itself against 
the exaggerated estimate placed on the opus operatum of martyrdom, 
whereby, as we have seen, the deifying of man was promoted among 
the multitude, and spiritual pride and fttlse security among the wit
ne~ses of the faith themselves. We have earlier remarked, that Basi
lides resisted this excessive veneration of the martyrs; and on the other 
hand endeavored to depreciate martyrdom, though in connection, 
indeed, with false premises from his system. But the way in which 
Heracleon attacked the wrong notions of martyrdom had no connection 
whatever with such errors. His only concern was to show that the wit
ness of Christ should not be isolated, as a mere outward thing, but be 
found in connection and in unity with the entire whole of the Christian 
life. " The multitude," says he,1i " regard confession before the civil 
authority as the only one; but without reason. This confession, h1P~ 
crites also may lay down. This is one particular form of confessIOn j 
- it is not that universal confession, to be laid down by all Christians, 
and of which Christ is here (Luke 12: 8) speaking; - the confession 
by works and actions that correspond to the faith in him. This univer
sal confession will be followed also by that particular one, in the hour 

1 We must allow Heracleon the justice 2 'E1l"~ 7'iir Ai;eG)r Illewe, ti'I olOllevor 
to acknowledge, that Origen wrongly ac a;'T~V uvayeu~at. Orig. in Joann. T. XIII. 
cuses him here, as in many places, of con § 41. 
tradicting himself, - for how, says Origen, 8 It is deserving of noticc, how Origen 
could the Samaritan woman announce censures Heracleon on account of this 
Christ to others, when she had left behind, sonnd exposition; ·01l"ep vOIlK"' ua.pwr 1l"av
with him from whom she had parted, the 7'1 opau~a, /Cat 7'a1l"elVW, t~etA.ii.p~a, I<tU 
recipient orgltn of divine life ~ But He {3eptaulliv"". L. c. § 38. 
racleon WitS perfectly consistent here; - in t L. c. § 41. 
applyin~ the allegory, the notion of "leav· 6 In the fragment above cited, of his 
ing behind," 80 far as space was concerned, comm~ntary on Luke. 
did not, in fact, enter his mind. 
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of trial and when reason requires it. It is possible for those who so 
confess him in words, to deny him bl their works. They only confess 
him. in truth, who lire in his confesSIon; in whom he himself also con· 
fesses - Aauing ~eceived them to himself as they have received him 
to the~elves.l For this reason, he can never deny himself." 2 

We may mention further, Ptolemams, who, if we may judge from the 
work of Irenreus, (which was aimed chiefly against his party,) contrib
uted much to the spread of Valentine's principles. It may 'be questioned 
whether Tertullian is correct in sa;ying that Ptolemoous differed from 
Valentine principally in representmg thdltlEons, whom the latter 
regarded as powers residing in the divine essence,s more under the 
form of hypostases; - at least it may be doubted whether this was a 
distinction of so much importance, - since, in every case, the represen
tatious which the Gnostics framed to themselves of the lEons were at a 
far remove from abstract, notional attributes, and must have bordered 
closely on hypostases. 

A very imporlant production of Ptolemoous, which has come down 
to our times, - his letter to Flora, a lady whom he endeavored to win 
over to the Valentinian principles,4 - shows that he was well qualified 
to present his views to others in the least exceptionable form. As the 
individual to whom he wrote belonged in all probability to the patholic 
church, it was particularly necessary for him to remove the offence she 
could not fail to take at the opposition between hi8 view8 and the doc
trine of the church, and at the position, that neither the Old Testament 
nor the creation of the world proceeded from the Supreme God. To 
meet the first difficulty, he appeals to an apostolic tradition, which 
through a succession of witnesses had come down to himself, and to 
de words of the Saviour, by which all doctrine should be settled. By 
the tradition he meant probably an esoteric one, which, being him8elf 
ckceived, he traced to Borne reputed disciple of the apostles; and as it 
regards the words of Christ, he could easily adapt them to his system 
by the Gnostic mode of interpretation. As to the second point, we 
ma.y well suppose he would exhibit his principles in their mildest possi
ble form, to gain admittance for them with one who was not yet among 
the initia.ted. Bllt still we find nothing in what he advances, which is 
at lmance with the Valentinian principles. He combats two opposite 
errors - the error of those who held the creation of the world and 
the Old Testament to be the works of an evil being, - and the error 
of those who held them to be the works of the Supreme God. One. 
of these parties erred, in his opinion, because they knew the Demiurge 
alone, and not the Father of All, whom Christ, who alone knew him, 
first revealed; - the other, because they knew nothing of such an in
termediate being as the Demiurge. Ptolemoous probably would say, 

1 'Eveu..1/flfdvor aliroiJ, lCa2 t;r:6fU1Jo, {),II'O tis in personales substantias, quas Valenti.
roVrl.IV. nns in ipsa summa divinitatis, ut sensus et 

t Which must take place, if such as stand adfectus et motus incluserat. Adv. Valen.
In this connection with him, could be tinian, c. 4. 
brought to deny him. • Epipha.n. hreres. 33, ~ 3. 

• Nominibus et nnmens 8eonum diatine. 
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then, that the first error was entertained by those who in Christi&aity 
continued still to be Jews; the second, by those who ha4 passllli at 
once, without any medium of transition, from the service of matter ana, 
Satan in paganism, to the knowledge of the Supreme God in the gospel: 
and from having made this immense leap in their knowledge and reli. 
gion at once, supposed there was also a like chasm in the nature of 
things. "How can a law that forbids sin, proceed from the evil 
being who is at war with all moral good?" he asks; - and says he, 
" the man must be blind, not in the mental eye alone, but also in thai; 
of the body, who cannot .iscern in the world the providence of it. 
maker." 

Immovably persuaded that the world couid not have sprung from 
an evil being, he was also firmly convinced that its author could not be 
the perfect God, whom the Saviour was first enabled to reveal. H''tf 
essence is only goodness; - Christ, indeed, called him the being who 
alone is good. As it seems, Ptolemoous considered punitive justice to 
be something irreconcileable with this perfect goodness. On the other 
hand, he r.epresented justice, in the more limited sense, to be the r:cu· 
liar attribute of the Demiurge, as marking a stage, lying in the mlddle 
between evil and perfect goodness. He distinguished justice in this 
sense from justice in the highest sense, which coincides with perfect 
goodness.! That which is intermediate,2 he considered as belonging to 
the essence of the Demiurge and his kingdom. He professes adhe
rence to the doctrine of one primal Essence, the One Father who is with· 
out beginning, from whom all existence springs, and on whom it depends 
- a being who would show himself to be greater and mightier than 
the evil principle. He writes Flora, to give herself no uneasiness, if it 
should appear strange to her, that from a perfect primal essence should 
proceed two alien natures, that of the perishable essence,3 and that of 
the Demiurge, occupying the intermediate position, inasmuch as the 
good, from its very essence, must produce only what is like itself; 
"for," he adds, "you shall come to know the beginning and origin of 
this also in its proper time." If Ptolemoous was not here accommo
dating himself, for the occasion, to the principles of the church, or rep
resenting his own in a milder form, with a view gradually to lead on his 
pupil still farther, we should have to reckon him also among the Ghos
tics before described, who reduced Dualism back to an original Mono
ism; for according to this view, he must have been anxious to point 
out, how not only the kingdom of the Demiurge, as a subordinate stage 
of existence in the general process of unfolding life, but also how at 
length the v}vq must exist as the extreme limit of all, or as an antithesis 
necessary to appear once and to be overcome.4 

1 The proof is in what Ptolemreus says 
concerning the Demiurge: 'Idi"" Ae;r&ei~ 
(IV o/Kala" riir I<a1" aVTol' Otl<(I(OuVV1Jr tlv 
(3(J(L(3wTr,r, I(a~ ll1rat pEl' l(araodl1repo, roii 
reAEtOV ~eojj Ka~ r~r li<eivQv &I<awl1vvq, 
tAurnw o{,ro, " ~t6r. 

2 The pel1ov, answering to the ro1!'o, p.e
(10TTJ"0{ in Valentine's system. 

3 The q,~opa, the iiATJ, 
4 Perhaps Secundus also belonged to the 

party who supposed evil to be It necessary 
momentum in the process of development, 
if he distinguished in the first Ogdoad a 
rirpa, Oe~tft and It rirp~ aptl1upa, calling 
the tirst li(!:ht, and the second darknes8. 
Vid. Iren. hb. I. Co Il, • 2. 
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Agreeing entirely with the Valentini~n n~ti?n of inspira~on, a;cord
ing to which all W88 not regarded as alIke dlVlne, but a cooperatIOn of 
different factors W88 supposed in the origination of the Old Testament, 
Ptolemreus distinguished several elements in the writings of the Old 
Testament. He divided the religious polity of Moses into three parts. 
1. That which proceeded from the Demiurge. 2. That which Moses 
ordained under the impulse of his own reason left to itself. 3. The 
additions made to the Mosaic law by the elders.1 The Saviour, as he 
maintained, plainly distinguished the law of Moses from the law of God 
(of the Demiurge,) Matth. 19: 6, &c. Yet again he excuses Moses, 
and endeavors to show that the contradiction between him and the De
miurge is only in appearance; - he merely yielded through constraint 
to the weakness of the people, in order to avoid a still greater evil. 
Wbat came from the Demiurge, he divides again into three parts. 1. 
The purely moral portion of the law, unmixt with anything evil, which 
was called distinctively the law, in reference to which our Saviour says 
he came not to destroy the law but to fulfil; for as it contained nothing 
foreign from Christ's nature, it only required completion. For exam
ple, ihe precepts Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
were completed in the precepts which forbid anger, and impure desires. 
2. The la"*, corrupted by the intermixture of evil, as for example, that 
which permitted retaliation; Levit. 24: 20; 20: 9. "Even he who 
retaliates wrong for wrong, is none the less guilty of injustice, since he 
repeats the same action, the order only being reversed." Yet he recog
nized here, 88 in the case of Moses just stated, a predagogical element. 
"This command," says he, "was and perhaps still continues to be a 
just one, given in consideration of the weakness of those, who received 
the law, not without overstepping the pure law. It is alien, however, 
from the essence and from the goodness of the Universal Father;
perhaps agreeable to the nature of the Demiurge;2 but more probably 
extorted from him. For he who forbids to kill in one place, and com
mands it in another, has allowed himself unawares to be surprized by a 
80rt of necessity." The Demiurge, he would say, was not wanting in 
the will, but in the power to vanquish evil. This part of the law, as 
contradicting the essential character of the Supreme God, is now 
wholly abolished by the Saviour. It is plain, that Ptolemreus must 
ha.ve looked upon the capital punishment of the murderer as only a 
second murder. The state generally, according to his doctrine, which 
represcnts retributive justice as altogether foreign from the Supreme 
God, can belong only to the kingdom of the Demiurge. And it fol
lows, that those who had separated from the kingdom of the Demiurge, 
the genuine, Gnostic Christians, must decline all offices of civil trust. 
We here see betrayed again, a defect in the ethical system of these 
Gnostics, which defect had its ground in their speculative theology; 

1 Ptolemreus assumes that the Pentateuch I I have translated according to a correc
did not come from Moses. He supposed, tion of the text, (1. c. c. 3,) which seemed 
probably, with the Clementines, that when to me necessary: to'(')r ro,m" KaraAAI1Ao". 
the law was written down from oral tradi The 0 need only be altered to ",.
tion, many foreign additions of £he eldel'8 
l'&IIll! to be mixed in with it. 
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since the former could never, according to the la.tter, become the AJJi. 
mating principle of a state - the possibility was never given to it of 
becoming a form of manifestation for the kingdom of God.. We gran\ 
there was this of truth also lying at the bottom, that no civil laws and 
civil constitutions can be derived immediately out of the essence of 
Christianity. 3. The typical, ceremonial law, which (see above) eon. 
tained the figure of higher, spiritual things, - the laws concerning 
sacrifices, concerning circumcision, concerning the sabbath, the paas
over, and fasts. "All that was merely type and symbol, beca.me 
altered after the truth appeared. The visible and outward observance 
was abolished. It passed, however, into a spiritual service, in which 
the names are the same, but the things are altered. For it is the 
Saviour's command, that we also should present our offerings; not offer
ings, however, of beasts or burning incense, but the spiritual sacrifice 
of praise to God, and giving thanks to his name - of doing good and 
communicating to our neighbors. It is his will also, that we be circum
cised ; - not however with the outward, bodily rite, but with the spir
itual circumcision of the heart. He wills, moreover, that we should 
keep the sabbath, for he would have us rest from doing evil; also 
that we should fast, - not however with bodily abstinence, but with 
spiritual, which consists in abstaining from all sin. Yet the practice 
of ootward fasting also is observed by our people; for it may be some
what profitable to the soul, when perfonned rationally, - not from imi
tation of anyone, not from custom, not from regard to the day, as if 
one day were specially designed for it - but to remind us of the true 
fast; that those who are as yet unable to keep the latter, may still 
be led to keep it in view by the outward fasting." Ptolemreus was 
thoroughly penetrated with a sense of the elevation of the Christian posi. 
tion, superior to all constraints of time and place. In the order of set 
fasts, and doubtless also feast days, he saw something Jewish. 

Among the so called disciples of Valentine, Marcus and Bardesa:nes 
held distinguished rank. We say so called; for it would be more cor· 
rect perhaps to express it thus, that these two drew from the same 
common fountain with Valentine, in Syria, the native country of the 
Gnosis. Marcus came from Palestine, probably in the latter half of 
the second century. That Palestine was his native land, we may gather 
from his frequent use of the Aramrean liturgical formula. If in the 
theosophy of Heracleon and Ptolemreus the sdentijic tendency of the 
Alexandrian school predominated; in that of Marcus, on the other 
hand, the tendency was to the poetic and symbolical. He set forth 
his system in a poem, in which he introduced the divine lEons discours
ing, in liturgical forms, and with gorgeous symbols of worship, of which 
we shall cite some examples hereafter. In the manner of the Jewish 
Cabbala, he hunted after special mysteries in the numbers and position 
ofletters. The idea of a MYO~ TOV 6VTO~, of a word manifesting the hid· 
den divine essence in the creation, was spun out by him into the most 
subtle details; - the entire creation being, in his view, a continuous 
utterance, or becoming expressed, of the ineft'able.1 The manner in which. 

1 TO llpp1/Tov p1jTOV ytV1/6iiva,. 
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the germs of divine life,! lying shut up in the ..lEons, go on progr:essively 
to unfold and individoolize themselves, is represented by supposmg that 
these names of the Ineffable became analyzed into their separate sounds. 
An echo of the Pleroma falls down into the VA7J, and becomes the form
ing principle of a new, lower creation.2 

The second of these two, Bardesanes, who can with still less propriety 
be considered a disciple of Valentine, lived in Edessa of Mesopotamia. 
This is indicated by his name Bar Desanes, son of Daisan, from a river 
so called near the city of Edessa. He made himself known by his ex
tensive learning. Many of the older writers speak of alterations in the 
systems of Bardesanes. According to Eusebius's account, he was at 
first a follower of Valentine's doctrines; but having convinced himself 
by more careful examination that many of them were untenable, he 
came over to the orthodox church: Yat he retained many of his ear
lier doctrines: and hence became the founder of a particular sect. Ac
cording to Epiphanius, he passed over from the orthodox church to the 
Valentinians. But of all these changes, the learned Syrian author in 
the fourth century, Ephraim the Syrian,-who lived in the country of 
Bardesanes, wrote in his language and had read his works,-says not 
a word; and it admits of being easily explained, how these false reports 
arose. Bardesanes, like other Gnostics, was in the habit of accommo
dating himself, when he spoke publicly in the church, to the prevailing 
opinions; he let himself down, in this way, to the level of the psychical 
natures. He did, in many points, really agree, more than other Gnos
tics, with that system of doctrine. He could even write, from honest 
conviction, against many other Gnostic sects then spreading themselves 
in Syria; as for instance, against those that denied any connection be
tween the Old and New Testaments; that derived the visible world 
from an evil being; that taught a doctrine of fatality destructive of 
moral freedom. In truth, the Gnostic Ptolemoous had also written 
against such sectarians, without prejudice to his Gnosticism. 

In perfect conformity with the Valentinian system, Bardesanes recog
nized, in man's nature, something altogether superior to the whole world 
in which man's temporal consciousness is unfolded - something above 
its own comprehension - the human soul- a germinal principle sown 

. 1 The U1rf(JflUTU 'frVWflUTLKU. 

2 Jn general it is an idea peculiar to the 
Gnosti,·s, that the hidden godlike PJ'prpsses 
itself to 1m t'CM, and finally a cfssatioo of 
ali sound; and that again the e('ho increas
es 10 a denr tone, to a distinct word, for the 
revelation of the divine, &c. - ideas which 
t.hey could tum into a great valiety of 
shapes. Thus Heracleon says: The Sav· 
iour is the U'01 d, as the revealer of the god· 
like; all propllecy, which foretold bis com· 
ing, wilhout bcin~ distinctly conscious of 
the idea of the Messiah in its spiritual 
sense, was only an isolated tOM thnt pre
ceded the revealing word; John tbe Bap
tist, standing mid-way between the Old and 
New Testament economy, is the vo'-ce, which 
is already closely related to the word tbat 

expresses the thought with consciousness. 
The voice becomes word, by John's becom
ing a disciple of Christ; - the tOl1e becomes 
voice when the prophets of the Demiurge, 
together with himself, attain to the con
scious recognition of tbe bigber order of 
tbe world whicb the Mcssinh revealed, and 
tbeneeforth serve this big-her system with 
self-conscious freedom. Orig. T. VI. in 
.Joann. ,12. '0 Aoyor [lev (, uwr~p euTtv, 
tpwv~ <Se r, lv TV epn,..", ".iiO'u 7rpOtp7JTtK~ 
Tu;tr, TijV tpwv~v oiKfwripav ovuav Ti;> AOYc,> 
AOYOV yeviufJat. Ti;> 1JXc,> tp7Juiv lueufJat 
T~V elr tpwv~v ,..eTu{3oA~v, pafJT/TOV pev 
XeJpav <Su1ovr T~ p.cra{3aAAovu1J dr AOY01l 
tpwvV 1), (it should perhaps read r~v,) DOV
AOV <SE Tii ""'0 lixov tlr tpwv~v. 
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forth from the Pleroma - whose essence and powers, having spnng 
from this loftier region, hence remain hidden to itself, until it shall &t
tain to the full consciousness and to the full exercise of them in the 
Pleroma.1 According to the Grwstic system, this could properly be 
true, however, only in respect to the spiritual natures; but he must 
!Iottribute also, according to that system, to the psychical natures a 
moral freedom, superior to the constraint of natural influences, or to 
the constraint of the Hyle. Hence, though, like many of this Gnostic 
tendency, he busied himself with astrology, he yet combated the theory 
which held to any such influence of the stars (el/lap/lev1/,) as deter
mined with necessity the life and actions of men. Eusebius has pre
served in that great store-house of literature, the rrporrapa(fl(ev1J roayyeAuct" 
a considerable fragment of this remarkable production. Bardesancs 
here adduces, among other proofs that the stars had no such irresistible 
influence on the character of nations, the multitude of Christians scat
tered through so many different countries.2 "Wherever they are," says 
he of the Christians," they are neither conquered by bad laws and 
customs, nor constrained by the dominant constellations that presided 
over their birth, to practise the sin which their master has forbidden. 
To sickness, however, to poverty, to suffering, to that which is ac
counted shameful among men, they are subjected. For as our fre6 
man does not allow himself to be forced into servitude, but if forced, 
resists; so on the other hand our phenomenal man, as a man for ser" 
vice, cannot easily escape subjection. For if we had all power, we 
should be the All, - and so if we had no power, we should be the tool8 
of others and not our own. But if God helps, all things are possible, 
and nothing can be a hindrance, for nothing can resist his will. And 
though it may seem to be resisted, yet this is so, because God is flood, 
and lets every nature retain its own individuality and its own free will." 
In conformity with his system, he sought to trace the vestiges of truth 
among people of every nation. In India he noticed a class of sages 
who lived in habits of rigid asceticism, (the Brahmins, Saniahs,) and al
though in the midst of idolaters, kept themselves pure from idolatry and 
worshipped only one God. 

We now pass over to the Gnostics who manifested opposition to Juda
ism; 'and in the first place, to those who, in awing to sever Christian
ity from its connection with Judaism, were still more inclined to bring 
Christianity into union with paganism. 

The Gnostic Sects in conflict with Judai8m. 

The Sects which, in opposing Judaism, inclined to the side of the Pagan Element. 

THE OPHITES. - The Ophites will form the most natural transition 
to this class of the Gnostics; for we are here shown how the same ideas, 
by receiving a somewhat different turn, were capable of leading to en
tirely different results. 

1 Vid. Ephrrem. Syr.opp. Syr. lat. T. II. 2 See Vol. I. p. SO.-Prrepar. evangel. 
f. 553 et 555. I. VI. c. 10, near the end. 



In the system of these seci.<J, as in that of the Valentinians, the pre
dominant idea was that of a. mundane soul, sprung from a feeble ray of 
light out of the Pleroma.,. which, plunged into matter,. commu.nicated life 
to the inert mass, being itself, however, affected by It. ThIS mundane 
soul, the source of all spiritual life, which re-absorbs to itself whatever 
has flowed out from it- the pantheistic principle, whose germ existed 
already in the Valentinian system, becomes only more salient in the 
system of the Ophites, just as the proPerly Christian element retreats 
into the hack-ground. Different modifications in this respect seem to 
have existed also in different branches of the Ophitic sect. The same 
fUlndame:ntal principles might be seized and applied in different ways 
in the 8ame period, - according as the Ohristian, the purely Oriental 
tmd theo8Ophic, or the Jetvish element, happened most to predominate. 
The Ophitic system represented the origin of the Demiurge, who is here 
named Ialdabaoth, in altogether the same way as the Valentinian; 
moreover, in the doctrine of his relation to the higher system of the 
world, it is easy to mark the transition-point between the two systems. 
The Valentinian Demiurge is a limited being, who in his limitation imag
ines he acts with independence. The higher system of the world is at 
first unknown to him; he serves as its unconscious instrument. In the 
phenomena, or appearances coming from that higher world, he is at first 
bewildered and thrown into amazement; - not, however, on account of 
his malignity, but his ignorance. Finally he is attracted, however, by 
the godlike, rises from his unconsciousness and ignorance to conscious
DeSS, and thereafter serves the higher order of the world with joy. Ac
cording to the Ophitic system, on the other hand, he is not only a lim
ited being, but altogether hostile to the higher order of world, and so 
remains. The higher light he is possessed of in virtue of his derivation 
from the Sophia, he only turns to the bad purpose of strengthening his 
position against the higher order of the universe, and rendering himself 
an independent sovereign. Hence the purpose «)f "Wisdom" is to 
deprive him of the spiritual natures that have flowed over into his king
dom, and to draw them back into itself, that sa Ialdabaoth with his en· 
tire creation, stripped of every rational nature, may be given up to de
struction. According to the Valentinian system, on the contrary, the 
Demiurge constitutes through eternity a grade of rational, moral exist
ence, of subordinate rank indeed, but still belonging to the harmonious 
evolution of the great whole. Yet here again we can trace a relation
ahip of ideas in the two systems; inasmuch as the Ophites represent 
the Demiurge as unconsciously and involuntarily subservient to Wis
dom, working towards the accomplishment of its plans, and ultimately 
bringing about his own downfall and annihilation. But if Ialdabaoth is, 
without willing or knowing it, an instrument to the purposes of divine 
wisdom, yet this gives him no distinction, as in the Valentinian system, 
but in this he is even put on a level with absolute evil: - it does not 
proceed from the excellence of his nature, but from the almighty power 
of the higher order of world. Even the evil spirit - the serpent form 
(6fi.~;oc,) that sprang into existence when Ialdabaoth, full of hatred 
and Jealousy towards man, looked down into the £iA1J and imaged himself 
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on its surface, must against his will serve only as an instrument to br.iD.g 
about the purposes of wisdom. Moreover, the doctrine concerning:1he 
origin and destination of man in this system has a great deal whicMs 
closely allied to the Valentinian theory; but a great deal also wkieit 
belongs to another branch of the Gnostic system. 

The empire of Ialdabaoth is the starry world. The stars are the 
representatives and organs of the cosmical principle, which seeb '" 
hold man's spirit in bondage and servitude, and to environ it with all 
manner of delusions. Ialdabaoth and the six angels begotten by him 
are the spirits of the seven planets, the Sun, the Moon, Mars, VCIlUIII, 
Jupiter, Mercury, and Saturn.1 It is the endeavor of Ialdabaoth to 
assert himself as self-subsistent Lord and Creator, to keep his six angels 
from deserting their subj ection, and, lest they should look up :md 
observe the higher world of light, to fix their attention upon some o'b
ject in another quarter. To this end, he calls upon the six angels to 
create man, after their own common image, as the crowning seal of 
their independent, creative power.2 Man is created; and being in. 
their own image, is a huge corporeal mass, but without a soul. He 
creeps on the earth, and has not power to lift himself erect. They 
therefore bring the helpless creature to their Father, that he may anI
mate it with a soul. Ialdabaoth breathed into it a living spirit,S and 
thus, unperceived by himself, the spiritual seed passed from his own 
being into the nature of man, whereby he was deprived himself of this 
higher principle of life. Thus had the Sophia ordained it. In man 
(i. e. those men who had received some portion of this spiritual seed) 
was concentrated the light, the soul, the reason of the whole creation. 
Ialdabaoth is now seized with amazement and wrath, when he beholds 
a being created by himself, and within the bounds of his own kingdom, 
rising both above himself and his kingdom_ He strives therefore to 
prevent man from becoming conscious of his higher nature, and of that 
higher order of world to which he is now become related - to keep 
him in a state of blind unconsciousness, and thus of slavish submission. 
It was the jealousy of tJ.e contracted Ialdabaoth which issued that com
mand to the first man; but the mundane soul employed the serpent 
(the o'/Jlop.opqJO,,) as an instrument to defeat the purpose of Ialdabaoth, 
by tempting the first man to disobedience. According to another 
view, the serpent was itself a symbol or disguised appearance of the 
mundane soul; 4 - and in the strict sense, it is that part of the sect 
only that adopted this view, which rightly received the name of Ophites, 
for they actually worshipped the serpent as a holy symbol; - to which 
they may have been led by an analogous idea in the Egyptian religion, 
the serpent in the latter being looked upon as a symbol of Kneph or 

1 The religious books of the Sabians also presents the form of a serpent, - a symbol 
have much to say about the manner in of that wisdom of nature, that soul of the 
which these star-spirits deceive men. world, which winds in concealment through 

~ Thus they explained Gen. 1 : 26. all the different grades and orders of natu· 
8 They supposed they found this in Gen ral life. Theodoret. hreret. fab. vol. 1. 14

esis 2: 7. We perceive how the Pantheistic principle 
4 The serpent, a type of the '(j0Yovo, IIO shines here more clearly through the sur

;,a : - the winding shape of the entraila face. 
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the aya~o"aifUW, who resembled the (To~,a of the Ophites.1 At all 
events, it was through the mundane soul, directly or indirectly, that the 
eyes of the first man were opened. The fall of man, - and this pre
sents a characteristic feature of the Ophitic system, though even in 
this respect it was perhaps not altogether independent of the prior 
Valentinian theory, - the fall of man was the transition point from a 
state of unconscious limitation to one of conscious freedom. Man now 
became wise, and renounced his allegiance to Ialdabaoth. The latter, 
angry at this disobedience, thrusts him from the upper region of the 
air, where until now he had dwelt in an ethereal body, down to the 
dark earth, and banished him into a dark body. Man finds himself 
now placed in a situation, where, on the one hand, the seven planetary 
spirits seek to hold him under their thrall, and to suppress the higher 
consciousness in his soul; while on the other hand, the wicked and 
purely material spirits try to tempt him into sin and idolatry, which 
would expose him to the vengeance of the severe Ialdabaoth. Yet 
" Wisdom" never ceases to impart new strength to man's kindred na.
ture, by fresh supplies of the higher spiritual influence; and from Seth, 
whom the Gnostics generally regarded as a representative of the 
'lrVetlflaTtKoi, - the contemplative natures, - she is able to preserve, 
through every age, a race peculiarly her own, in which the seeds of the 
spiritual nature are saved from destruction. 

In respect to the relation of the psychical 0 hrist, or Jesus, to the 
Ohrist of the.LEon world, which latter united himself to the former at 
the baptism, the doctrine of the Ophites was like that of Basilides and 
the Valentinians. The only thing peculiar to them was, that the higher 
Christ, in descending through the seven heavens of the seven angels, 
or in wandering through the seven stars on his way to the earth, 
appeared in each of these heavens under a kindred form, as an angel 
of the same kind, thus concealing his own higher nature from those 
angels, while he absorbed whatever of the spiritual seed they still pos
sessed, and crippled their power. The way in which these Gnostics 
endeavored to prove that the heavenly Christ first became united with 
Jesus at the baptism, and forsook him again at the passion, makes it 
clear how this entire theory may have arisen. They appealed, for 
instance, to the circumstance that Jesus wrought no miracle, either be
fore his baptism or after his resurrection. This fact they imagined 
could be no otherwise explained than by supposing that higher being 
was only united with him from the time of his baptism to his death. A 
remarkablc fact, beyond all doubt, and worthy of special notice, that 
Christ wrought miracles only from a certain point of time to another 
certain point of time; - only they gave it a false explanation. 

Ialdabaoth, the God of the Jews, must see himself deceived in 
respect to that which he had expected from his Messiah - since the 
latter did not advance his kingdom, but as an instrument of the higher 
Christ, proclaimed the unknown Father, and threatened rathcr to sub
vert the law of Ialdabaoth, that is, Judaism. Hence he determined to 

1 Compo Creutzer's Symbolik. Tho I. So 312, u. 5040 2te Auf!. 
VOL. I. 38 
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get rid of him, and brought about his crucifixion. After his resurrec
tion, Jesus remained eighteen months on the earth. He received .by 
inspiration of the Sophia a clearer knowledge of the higher truth, whieh 
he communicated only to a few of his chosen disciples, whom he knew 
to be recipient of such high mysteries. Upon this he is raised by the 
celestial Christ to heaven, and sits at the right hand of Ialdabaoth 
unobserved by him, for the purpose of drawing and receiving to him~ 
self every spiritual being that has been emancipated and purified by 
the redemption, when released from its sensible veil. In proportion 118 

Jesus becomes enriched in his own spirit by this attraction to himself 
of his kindred natures, Ialdabaoth is deprived of all his higher virtues. 
The end is, to procure the enlargement of the spiritual life confined in 
nature, and bring it back to its original fountain, the mundane sOill, 
from which all has flowed. Jesus is the channel through which this is 
accomplished. Thus the planets are at length to be deprived of all 
the rational existence which is to be found in them. There were some 
among this kind of Gnostics who carried the Pantheism through with 
still more consistency; - who held that the 8ame 80ul is diffused 
through all living and inanimate nature; and that consequently all 
life, wherever it is dispersed and confined by the bonds of matter with· 
in the limits of individual existence, should be at length retracted 
through that channel and re·absorbed by the mundane soul, or the So
phia - the original source from whence it had flowed. Such Gnostics 
said, " When we take things of nature for food, we absorb the souls 
scattered and dispersed in them into our own being, and with ourselves 
carry them upward to the original fountain." 1 Thus eating and drink· 
ing was for them a sort of worship. In an apocryphal gospel of this 
sect, the mundane soul or Supreme Being says therefore to the initio 
ated: "Thou art myself, and I am thou; where thou art, I am; and 
I am diffused through all. Where thou pleasest thou canst gather me, 
but in gathering me thou gatherest thyself." 2 , 

Pantheism, and the confounding of the natural and the divine which 
results from it, can never by their very nature have any favorable influ· 
ence on morals; - and where the reaction of a moral element does not 
oppose itself to that of the subjective temper, immorality will ever be 
naturally promoted by it. Pantheism, and the wildly fanatic spirit of 
defiance against Ialdabaoth, and his pretended, cramping ordinances, 
seem in truth to have led these Ophites into the most unnatural extrav· 
agances. 

A statement of Origen deserves special notice, who reports that the 
Ophites were not Christians; and that they admitted none to their 
assemblies who did not curse Christ. The important inference might 
be drawn, that this sect sprang from a religious party which existed 
before the appearance of Christianity; and of which one portion after
wards appropriated to themselves some of the elements of Christianity, 
while another, holding fast to the traditional principles of their sect, 
opposed Christianity altogether. We should thus be led to the hypoth

1 Epiphan. halres. 26, c. 9. 2 Chap. 3. 
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esis of an ante-Christian Gnosis, which afterwards in part received 
Christian elements into itself, and partly appeared in .bitter hostility !n 
them. In fact, Origen names, as the foun.der of thI~ sect, a certam 
.Bucraka, who may have lived before the bIrth ofChrlSt.1 Moreover, 
the striking relationship between the Ophitic system and the systems 
of the Sabreans and Manichooans, might be considered as pointing to 
some older common fountain of an ante-Christian Gnosis. But on the 
other side it cannot be denied that the Ophitic formulas of exorcism, 
which Origen cites immediately after he has made this statement, 
plainly contain allusions to Christian ideas. And it might be, that .the 
opposition of the Ophites to the Christ of the church, the psychical 
Messiah, was to be traced to a certain peculiar turn that had been 
given to their principles; - that the distinction they made between the 
pneumatic and the psychical Christ- the light estimation in which 
\hey held the latter, may have become converted, among a portion of 
their sect, into a position of d<>wnright hostility to the latter, and hence 
to the Christ whom the majority of believers acknowledged,2 - so that 
to curse the limited Messiah of the psychical natures, was finally made 
a mark of true discipleship to the higher Christ. We meet with some
thing like this in the sect of the Sabooans, who transferred many things 
from the history of Christ to a heavenly Genius, the messenger of life, 
Mando di Ohaia, whom they worshipped as the proper Christ, from 
whom the true baptism proceeded - and the rest to Jesus the anti
Christ, sent by the star-spirits to betray mankind. This Jesus cor
rupted the baptism of John. And we shall discover something simi
lar to this in one variety of the Basilidcan sect soon to be mentioned. 

PSEUDl>-BASILIDEANs.-These stand related to the original Basili
deans in the same way as the Ophites t<> the genuine school of Valentine. 
The prudent and moderate spirit of the Basilidean system,S was here 
quite extinguished; the distinction between the Supreme God and the 
Demiurge pushed onward to an absolute Dualism, out of which had de
veloped itself a wild defiance against the God of the world and his laws, 
- a. bold antinomianism. According to their theory, the redeeming 
spirit· could enter into no union with the detested kingdom of the De
miurge; he only assumed an apparently sensible form. When the Jews 
were for crucifying him, having the power, as an exalted spirit, of cloth
ing himself in every species of sensible form, and of presenting whatever 
shape he chose before the eyes of the sensuous multitude, he caused Si
monof Cyrene (Mark 15) to appear to the Jews under his ownshape;
while he himself took the form of Simon, and rose witlIout hindrance 

1 Orig. Co Cels. lib. VI. c. 28, if. The ob. spoken of precisely similar practical errors 
!!Cure and inaccurate Philaster, who places in false followers of Basilides, to tbose we 
the Ophites a,t the head of the ante·Chris· meet witb in tbis sect, we might be led to 
tian 1~t.8, cannot be considered any good suspect tbat the so called BasiJideans of 
anthonty. Jren81US had no connection whatever with 

I I am indebted for tbis last remark to BlISilides. 
the profound critique of my work on the f The vovr. See above, the system of 
Gnostics, by Dr. Gieseler. Basilides. 

8 Unless Clement of Alexandria bad 
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to his invisible kingdom, mocking the expectations of the deluded .Jew. 
To these people the doctrine of Christ crucified was foolishness. They 
ridiculed all who confessed him, as confessors of a phantom, dupes to: 
an illusion of the senses. Such men, they allowed, w~re no longer 
Jews, but neither were they Christians. They ridiculed the martyrs, 
as men who sacrificed their lives in the confession of a phantom. ThoBe 
who were initiated into the true mysteries were well aware, that none 
but a few, only one in a thousand could comprehend them. Their Nus 
(vo;;r) possessed the faculty of making himself invisible to all; ami 
they also possessed the same.1 There was no form of sense they could 
not assume, no visible appearance to which they could not accommodate 
themselves in such a manner as to deceive the gross multitude, and 
escape persecution.2 

CAINITES.-Closely related on the side of their practical bent to 
these Pseudo-Basilideans, were the Cainites; though, in respect to the 
fundamental principles of their system, they belonged to the great stock 
of the Ophites. Among them as well as among the Sethians, who were 
of the same stock, we meet with this fundamental idea - that the 
Sophia found means to preserve, through every age, in the midst of the 
Demiurge's world, a race bearing within them the spiritual seed which 
was related to her own nature. But while the Sethians, whom we must 
reckon with the first class of Gnostics, regarded Cain as a representa,
tive of the Hylic; Abel, of the Psychical; and Seth, who was finally 
to reappear in the person of the Messiah,s of the Pneumatic principle; 
the Cainites, on the other hand, singularly distinguished themselves by 
assigning the highest place to Cain. To such an extreme did these ex
travagant Antinomians carry their fanatical hatred of the Demiurge 
and of the Old Testament, that they made the worst characters of the 
Old Testament, as rebels against the laws of the Demiurge, their own 
Coryphreuses. They regarded them as the sons of the Sophia, and the 
instruments she employed in combating the Demiurge's kingdom. To 
these people, the apostles, without exception, appeared too narrow and 
restricted in their views. Judas Iscariot alone possessed, in their opin
ion, the true Gnosis. They held, that he procured the death of Christ 
from good motives; for he knew that this was the only possible way of 
bringing about the destruction of the Demiurge's kingdom. Their 
principle, destruction to the works and ordinances of the Demiurge, 
served as a pretext to cover every species of immorality.4 We ought 
not to wonder if such a sect, so audaciously perverse, so partial to the 
traitor Judas, should finally become hostile to Christ himself. But the 
language of Epiphanius, which might lead us to conjecture that such 

1 This faculty of becoming invisible, was described in his instructive IDstory of Sects 
claimed also in the Cabalistic school. We among the Jews, (Briinn, 1&22.) 
have a remarkable example of this folly in 2 Iren. lib. I. c. 24. 
S. Maimon's life of himself, published by 8 An idea nearly related to the doctrine 

Moritzj-and it may be observed in gene of the Clemen tines. 

ral, that a great many interesting points of 4 Vid. Iren. lib. L Co 31. Epiphan. hseres. 

resemblance to Gnosticism may be traced 38. 

in the later Jewish sects, which Beer has 
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was actually the case with ~gard f? a. portion of the sect, is. too va~e 
and indefinite to deserve oomg relied upon as a safe authonty on this 
point. 

CARPOCRATBS AND EpIPlIANES; PRODICIANS, ANTITACTES, NIC~LA~ 
ITANS, SIMONIANS.-To the class of Gnostics we have just described, 
whose licentious tendencies, so opposite to Christianity, could only find 
an aecidental point of union in the ferment which it excited, belonged 
Oarpocrafa. He resided probably, during the reign of Hadrian, in 
Alexandria, - where a certain religious eclecticism or syncretism was 
then prevailing, which attracted the notice of that emperor himself.1 
He drew up a system of doctrines, which passed over into the hands 
of his son, Epiphanes. The latter, who died at the early age of seven
teen, abused and expended great natural talents in the defence of a. 
perverse tendency, most pernicious in its influence on the moral feel
ings. According to Clement of Alexandria, Carpocrates had busied 
himself with the Platonic philosophy, and taught it to his son. The 
Platonic ideas of the soul's preexistence, and of that higher species 
of knowledge, which under the form of a reminiscence came from 
some earlier, heavenly state of being, gleam through the surface of 
this system, whose authors seem to have borrowed a great deal from 
Plato, particularly from the Phredrus. Their Gnosi8 consisted in 
the knowledge of one supreme original Being,2 the highest unity, 
from whom all existence has flowed, and back to whom it strives to 
return. The finite spirits, ruling over the several portions of ,the 
earth, seek to counteract this universal striving after unity; and 
from their influence, their laws and arrangements, proceeds all that 
checks, disturbs, or limits the original communion lying at the root of 
nature, which is the outward manifestation of that highest unity. These 
spirits seek to retain under their dominion the souls which, emanating 
fr-lm the highest unity, and still partaking of its nature, have sunk 
down into the corporeal world, and there became imprisoned in bodies; 
80 that after death they must migrate into other bodies, unless they are 
capable of rising with freedom to their original source. From these 
finite spirits the different popular religions had derived their origin. 
But the souls which, led on by the reminiscences of their former condi
tion, Soar upward to the contemplation of that higher unity, reach a state 
of perfect freedom and repose, which nothing afterwards is able to dis
turb. As examples of this sort, they named Pythagoras, Plato, Ari~ 
totle among the heathens, and Jesus among the Jews. To the latter 
they attributed only great strength and purity of soul, which enabled 
him, through the reminiscences of his earlier existence, to attain the 
highest flight of contemplation, break free from the narrow laws of the 
God of the Jews, and overturn the religion which had proceeded from 
him, although educated in it himself. By virtue of his union with the 
Monad, (~6var,) he was armed with a divine power, which enabled him 

1 See his letter, cited p. 102. !I Hence called, in Clement of Alexan
dria, yvwr1tf fLovaotd,. 
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to overcome the spirits of this world, and the laws by which they goverr. 
the operations of nature, to work miracles, and to preserve tqe utmQIIt 
composure under sufferings. By the same divine power, he was after. 
wards enabled to ascend in freedom, above all the powers of these 
spirits of the world, to the highest unity - the ascension from the world 
of appearance to Nirwana, according to the system of Buddha. ThW 
sect accordingly made no distinction between Christ and the wise and 
good men among every people. They taught that any other soul whieb 
could soar to the same height of contemplation, might be regarded ¥ 
standing on an equality with Christ. In the controversy against COD.' 
verting the religious life into a mere outward matter, they took side, 
with St. Paul, but on a directly opposite principle; not on the principle of 
faith, in the apostle's sense, but on that of an antinomian Pantheism, 
which looked down upon morality of life with a sort of contempt. Hence 
they foisted a meaning wholly alien from their true import, upon those 
fundamental positions of St. Paul respecting the vanity of the merit of 
good works, and respecting justification, not by works, but by faith 
alone. What they understood hy faith was a mystical brooding of the 
mind absorbed in the original Unity. "Faith and love," said theYI 
"constitute the essential thing; externals are of no importance. He 
who ascribes moral worth to these, makes himself their slave; subjeo~ 
himself to those spirits of the world, from whom all religious and politi
cal ordinances have proceeded. He cannot advance, after death, be
yond the circle of the Metempsychosis. But he who can abandon him
self to every lust, without being affected by any, who can thus bid defi
ance to the laws of those mundane spirits, will aftcr death rise to the 
unity of that original Monad, by union with which he was enabled, here 
in the present life, to break loose from every fetter that had cramped 
his being." 1 Epiphanes wrote a work on justification, in which he en
deavored to carry out the position, that all nature manifests a striving 
after unity and fellowship, and that human laws which contradicted 
these laws of nature, and yet could not subdue the appetites implanted 
in human nature by the Creator himself, had first introduced sin. A()o 
cordingly he so wrested the language of the Apostle Paul respecting 
the inadequacy of the law to make men holy, and its design to evoke 
the consciousness of guilt, as to treat the Decalogue with bold con
tempt. This sect busied itself a good deal with the art of magic. 
Whoever, by union with the original Monad, was enabled to rise above 
the subordinate gods, who, like all things else, were subject to change, 
- above the finite spirits of the world, could show this superiority by 
his works, by producing effects transcending the laws of nature, which 
proceeded from those inferior spirits. Thus they explained the miracles 
of Christ; holding that any other person who rose to this union with the 
Monad, could perform similar wonders. These Carpocratian doctrines 
embody a great deal which bears a close relation to the Hindoo spirit,2 

1 Iren. lib. I. c. 25. par G. Pauthier. Paris, 1833. Pag. 82. 
2 See Colebrooke's Dissertation on the Although by this I do not mean to assert, 

school of Snnkhya. Essnis sur Ill. philoso that these doctrines - which, however, 
phie des llindous par Colebrooke, traduits might well be possible in the state of inter· 
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ad partieuIa.rly to nuddhaism.~ The Ca.rpoe~ti~8 paid divin~ ~on
ora to an image of Christ, which, as they mamtamed, came ongmal
Iy from Pilate. The I&tlle hollOlS they paid also to the images of 
pagan philosophers, who .had taken their stand, like Christ, abov.e the 
popular religion. In 80 do~g, they made use of ~eathen ceremomes 
a practice not to be reconciled, we m.ust allow, WIth the system of .c.ar
pocrates and Epiphanes-and to be Imputed rather to the superstitIon 
of their followers. At Same, the prinCipal city of the island Cephalene 
in the Ionian Sea, whence sprung the family of Epiphanes on his 
mother's side, 80 great is said to have been the impression made by 
this young man on the minds of the mUltitude, that a temple, a museum 
and altars were erected to him, and divine honors paid to his name. 
As we have this account from the learned Clement of Alexandria,2 a. 
man not given to credulity in such matters, we have no reason to ques
tion the fact, which indeed fully accords with the spirit and temper of 
those times. Perhaps, however, it was only from the members of his 
own sect, who would probably meet with a cordial reception on this 
island, that he enjoyed these honors, as the greatest of wise men.a 

To the same class of licentious Antinomians belonged the sect of 
Antitactes. Their doctrine is denoted by their name. The good and 
gracious God, said they, created all things good. But one of his own 
oft'spring rebelled against him. This was the Demiurge, the God of 
the Jews. He it was that sowed the tares, engendered that principle 
of evil wherewith he has encompassed everyone of us; by which, we 
must suppose, is meant the material body, constituting at once the 
prison-house and the fountain of all sin to the souls banished from above. 
Thus he h88 placed us at enmity with the Father, and we in turn set 
ourselves at enmity with him.4 To avenge the Father on him, we do 
directly the reverse of what he wills and commands. As a proof that 
the Old Testament bore witness against itself, they appealed to Mal. 3: 
15, quoting the language of the godless as words of truth.5 

To the same class belonged the Prodicians, who were followers of a 
certain Prodicus. They maintained they were sons of the Supreme 
God, a. royal race; and therefore bound to no law, since kings were 
under none. They were the lords of the sabbath, the lords over all 
ordinances. They made the whole worship of God to consist, probably, 
in the inner contemplation of divine things. They rejected prayer, and 
perha.ps all external worship, as suited to those limited minds on1y 
which were still held in bondage under the Demiurge; and they were 

IlDUI'IIe between the nations at that time
were derived indirectly from such a source j 
aince the tendency of mystic Pantheism 
exhibits itself in similar phenomena, even 
independently of all such infiuences j and 
in cases of this sort, instead of communi· 
cation from without, it is sufficient to BUP'" 

pose an inner relationship of spirit; lUI In 
the instance of the Beghards of the middle 
.,e. 

1 See the remarb which follow, on Mani
cheism. 

Clement. Strom. I. III. r. '28. 

8 We make no mention here of the Cy
renian inscriptions, of which so much has 
been said in modem times; for, although 
conceived exactly according to the spirit of 
this ~ect, they have been proved to be not 
genulDe. 

t 'AvTITautrOp.~a TOVT<tJ. 

6 'AVTeUT1JUaV TiiJ '19 eiiJ, /Cat tuw-8'1aav; 


where, moreover, they interpolated the word 
""awei. B, relisting the unabashed God, 
men are deltvered from his bondage. Clem. 
Strom.. 1. III. f. 440. 

I 
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in the habit of appealing to the authority of certain apocryphal books 
which were attributed to Zoroaster.1 ' 

With this class of Antinomians belonged also the Nicolaitans-if. 
indeed, the actual existence of such a sect can be proved. Irenre~ 
takes notice of a sect of this kind which existed in his time. He traced 
its origin back to that Nicolaus, a deacon, whom we find mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles; and he supposed the same sect was described 
in the second chapter of the Revelation.2 But it might be doubted 
whether Irenreus was right in the interpretation which he has her~ 
given of the passage in the Revelation-whether the word Nicolai. 
tans, which occurs in this place, is in truth the proper name of a sect 
and more particularly of a Gnostic sect. The passage relates simply 
to a class of people who were in the practice of seducing Christians to 
participate in the sacrificial feasts of the heathens, and in the excesses 
which attended them, -just as the Jews of old were led astray by the 
Moabites, Numb. 25. It is quite possible, too, that the name Nicolai. 
tans is employed purely in a symbolical sense, according to the general 
style of the Apocalypse, and signifies corrupters, seducers of the people, 
like Balaam ; - in this sense, Balaamites.3 It was a favorite idea with 
Irenreus, that the Apostle John, even at this early period, had come 
into conflict with Gnostics of various descriptions; - and he was wont 
to search in the writings of John for allusions bearing directly upon the 
Gnostic heresy. Having found, then, many of the errors reproved in 
this passage of thc Revelation to be the same that prevailed among the 
Gnostics of his time, he concluded that the practical errors denounced 
by the apostle might have sprung out of a theoretical Gnosticism; and 
the name suggested to him the Nicolas, mentioned in the Acts, as its 
probable author. The remarks relating to this sect in Irenreus are, 
however, really so obscure, that we have no just reason for supposing 
that he knew anything about it from his own personal observation. 
Had we no other account, therefore, than that of Irellreus, we should 
be obliged to allow it to be possible, at least, that the tradition about 
this sect had grown out of somc misconstruction of the passage in the 
Revelation; though it might seem strange that Irenoous, without any 
assignable motive, should represent a man who had been chosen by 
the apostles themselves to a public office, as the founder of a heretical 
sect. But no such mistake can be supposed to have existed in the case 
of the learned and unprejudiced Clement of Alexandria, who in the first 
place was better versed in historical criticism, and next appeals to facts 
which could not have been fabricated. There were those who main
tained the pernicious principle, already mentioned, that the lower pas
sions were to be subdued by indulgence, without allowing the spirit to 
be affected by them. So should men mortify the flesh, destroy it by 

1 Strom. I. I. f. 304; 1. III. f. 43S; 1. VII. he does not so distinguish them from other 
f.722. Gnostics, as to make their peculiar charaC:

2 !reno I. I. C. 26. Speaking of their I?rac teristics clearly prominent. 
tical errors, he says: qui indiscrete, (uOta. 8 Balaam = VtKOA.aor.-according to the 
~6r(Jr,) vivunt. L. C. I. III. c. 11, he speaks etymology from 1I~;! and Clt. 
of their speculative errors; where, however, 
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means of itself, show contempt for it. Their motto consisted of certain 
words 00 this purport which they ascribed to Nicolas the deac~n.l. In 
a passage which follows,S the same Clement speaks of another Incident 
in the life of this Nicolas, often appealed to by the sect in justification 
of their extravagances. Accused by the apostles of jealousy towards his 
wife, to prove the groundlessness of the charge, he led her forth and 
said, Let him that chooses marry her. Yet Clement himself was very 
far from believing that the Nicolas of the Acts was the foun(ier of this 
sect, although they claimed him as such. He defends the character 
of the man, as a member of the a.postolic church; and refers to a tradi
tion which testified that this Nicolas lived in honorable wedlock to the 
last, and left behind him children who led decent and pious lives. We 
see, then, that Irenams was not mistaken in assuming the existence of 
such a sect, but only careless in examining into the truth of their pre
tended origin. It was the custom with such sects, as we have often 
observed, to attach themselves to some celebrated name or other of an
tiquity, in the choice of which they were not seldom influenced by cir
cumstances quite accidental. Thus the Nicolaitans claimed Nicelas 
the deacon as their master, though he had done nothing t.ntitle him 
to that bad distinction. Clement supposes his words and actions had 
been misinterpreted, and endeavors to explain them in a milder sense; 
but it may be doubted whether Clement, in this case, carried his criti
cism far enough. Everything imputed to Nicolas by the tradition 
wears an apocryphal aspect. Perhaps the sect possessed a life of him 
drawn up by themselves or others from fabulous accounts and unau
thentic traditions, ·in which the whole of this was embodied. If this 
sect was really derived from those Antinomians who were called Nico
laitans in the age of the Apostle John - a point which cannot be abso
lutely decided a-then possibly this very name in the Apocalypse
the Nicolaitans - may have led the more recent sect to derive their 
appellation from Nicolas. Belonging, as they probably did, to the anti
Judaistic party, and consequently acknowledging no other apostle than 
Paul, they may have seized upon what they found asserted in the 
Apocalypse as affording evidence of the antiquity of their seet,since it 
had been attacked already by the Judaizing teacher John; and the re
semblance of names would naturally invite them to refer its origin back 
to the Nicolas mentioned in the Acts. We have noticed examples 
already of Gnostics choosing for their leaders persons whose characters 
appear in an unfavorable light in the Old or the New Testament. 

We have still to mention thc Simonians - an eclectic sect, who can 
scarcely be brought, however, under anyone specific class; since they 
seem to have accommodated themsehes, sometimes to paganism, at 

1 To .fEiv 'Il'apa;rpqt11'iat TV aap"t. Clem. only the name, which existed before, that 
Strom. 1. II. f. 411. ga"e oc(!asion to this allusion to Balaam 

2 L. c. 1. III. f. 436. yet it could not be inferred thence notwith~ 
Even though the name Ni~olaitans in standing, that the party then existing was 

the Revelation were really the proper name a Gnostic one. See respecting this sect,
of a party which owed it:; rise to some per· my Apostol. History, vol. II. p. 5;)3. 
son hy the name of Nicolas, and it was 

I 
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others to Judaism or to the religious opinions of the Samaritans, and 
at others again to Christianity - sometimes to have been rigid ascetics 
at others wild scoffers at all moral law, (the Entychites.) Simon M~ 
gus was their Christ, or at least a form of manifestation of the redeem. 
ing Christ, who had manifested himself also in Jesus; -whether it was 
that they actually derived their origin from a party founded by the 
sorcerer of that name mentioned in the Acts, or whether, having sprung 
up at som~ later period, they chose, of their own fai\cy, Simon Magus 
a name so odious to the Christians, for their Coryphreus, and forged 
writings in his name which made pretensions to a higher wisdom. The 
opinion of some learned writers, that another Simon, distinct from the 
Qlder Simon Magus, was the founder of the sect, and afterwards be
came confounded with this latter, is an arbitrary conjecture, by no 
means called for to explain the historical fact.l 

Anti-Jewish Gnostics, who strove to apprehend Christianity, lwwever, in its Purity and ahsoluu 
Independe1lC£. 

Strongly contrasted with these Gnostics, whom we have just been con
sidering, a~d who were directed away from the ethical spirit of Christian
ity by their"'own prevailing bent, were another class, who were led to op
pose Judaism through the influence of a mistaken Christian interest, and 
were betrayed into Gnosticism by their one-sided mode of apprehending 

1 This Simon Magus, who cannot prop
erly claim a place even among the found
ers of Christian sects, acquired unmerited 
importance in the Christian church, by 
being held up as the great father of the 
Gnostic heresy. As the representative of the 
whole theosophico-goetic tendency, in oppo
sitiou to the simple faith in revelation, he 
became, so to speak, a mythical persouage, 
and gave occasion for many fictitious le
gends, such, for example, a.s his dispute 
with the Apo,tle Peter, and his un success
ful experiment in the art of flying. The 
most ingenious version of this story is to 
be fouml in the Clcmentincs. It is a siu
gular fact, however, that Justin Martyr, in 
his second apology to the Romau Emperor, 
mentions a pillar erected at Rome to this 
Simou, on an island in the Tiber, (tv TiiJ 
Ti(3ep' 7rOTal-'iiJ, I"Ta~V TOW ovo },et/mpCJV,) 
with the inscription, Simoui deo sancto. 
Although sorcerers of this stamp could 
often find their way even to persons of the 
highest rank, yet it is iucredible, that the 
folly should ever be carried to such an ex
treme as to the erection of a statue and the 
passing of a decree of the senate, enrolling 
Simon MnbrttS among the deos Romanos. 
The correctness of Justin's statement might 
therefore be called in question, even though 
it were impossible to show the reason of 
his mistake. But the occasion of his mis
take may now, as it would seem, be ex
plained. In the year 1574, a stone was dug 
up at the spot. described by Justin, which 
appears to have served as the pedestal of a 

statue, and on it was the inscription, Semo
ni Sango Deo Fidio sacrum. True, this 
stone was not erected by the Roman sen
ate, nor by the emperor, but by a certain 
Sextus Pompeius. But Justin, with his 
head full of the legends about Simon Ma· 
gus, overlooked all this, and confounded 
the Semo Sancus, (a Sabino-Rmnan deity, 
probably unknown to Justin, who was bet
ter versed in the Greek than in the Roman 
mythology,) with the words Simo sanctus; 
for it is to be observed that the cognomen 
of that deity was sometimes written sanc
tus instead of sancus. Tertullian, who had 
a more fa.miliar knowledge of Roman an
tiquities, might be expected, it is true,.to 
kuow better; but even he was too preJu
diced in such cases, and too ignorant. of 
criticism, to institute any further examma
tion with regard to the correctness of a 
statement which was in accordance with his 
taste, and which besides came to him ?'! so 
respectable authority. The more cntlca\ 
Alexaudrians take no notice of the matter. 
Origen's remark, (lib. I. c. Cels. c. 57,) that 
this Simon was not known beyond Pales
tine by any but Christians, who became ac
quainted with him from the Acts of the 
Apostles, would seem to imply, that he 
looked upon the story of the pillar erected 
to him in Rome, as a fiction. The Baroa
ritan Goetoo and Heresiarchs, Dositheu8 and 
Menander, (the latte,r of whom is represent
ed to have been a disciple of Simon Mag~B,1 
deserve still less to be particularly noticed 
in the history of Christian secta. 

http:true,.to
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the ethical element in Christianity. We have observed already, in that 
section of the present history whic~ relate~ to the Christia~ life, how 
possible it was, that th~re should .sprmg up m the ?ourse of Its progres
sive movement a one-sIded ascetIC tendency, leadmg to a wrongly con
ceived oppositi~n to th~ world and to nature: Now a tende~cy of th.is 
sort might be united Wlth the absolute Duahsm of the GnostICs, and m 
the latter doctrine find a speCUlative ground of support. Thus arose 
those peculiar phenomena of the Gnosis, in which the practical, ascetic 
element especially predominated, and which were distinguished for a 
certain earnestness of moral spirit, running however into the extreme 
of rigid asceticism. 

a. SATURNIN.-The first whom we shall mention here is Saturnin, 
who lived at Antioch, in the time of the Emperor Hadrian. His doc
trines, so far as they can be ascertained from our imperfect sources .of 
information,! were as follows: At the lowest stage of the emanatIOn 
world, on the boundaries between the kingdom of light and the kingdom 
of darkness, or of the VATJ, stand the seven lowest angels, spirits of the 
stars. These combine together to win away from the kingdom of dark
ness, a territory on which to erect an independent empire of. their own. 
Thus sprang into being this earthly world, and through its different re
gions these spirits of the stars dispersed themselves. At their head stands 
the God of the Jews. They are engaged in an incessant war with the 
kingdom of darkness, and with Satan its prince, who will not suffer 
their kingdom to grow at the expense of his own, and constantly seeks 
to destroy what they strive to build up. A feeble ray only gleams down 
to them from the higher kingdom of light. The appearance of this 
light from above fills them with a. longing for it. They would seize it 
for themselves, but cannot. Whenever they would grasp it, it retires 
from them. Hence they enter into a combination to charm this ray of 
the higher light, and to fix it in their own kingdom, by means of an 
image fashioned after the shape of light floating above them. But the 
form made by the angels cannot raise itself towards heaven, cannot 
stand erect.:! It is a bodily mass without a soul. At length the Su
preme Father looks down with pity from the kingdom of light on the 
feeble being man, who has been created, however, in his own image. 
He infuses into him a spark of his own divine life. Man now, for the 
first time, becomes possessed of a soul, and can raise himself erect 
towards heaven. The godlike germ is destined to unfold itself, in those 
human natures where it has been implanted, to distinct personality, and 
to return after a determinate period to its original source. The men 
who, carrying within them these divine seeds, are appointed to reveal 
the Supreme God on earth, stand opposed to those who, possessing 
nothing but the hylic principle, are irultruments of the kingdom of dark
ness. Now to destroy this empire of the planetary spirits, of the God 
of the J ewe, which would set up itself as an independent kingdom, as 
well as to de~t:0Y the empi~e of darkness, and save those men who, 
through the dlvme seed of life, have become partakers of his own nar

1 Irenanu and Epiphaniua. I See above, concerning the Ophites. 



456 TATUN AND THE ENCRATITES. 

ture, the Supreme God sent down his lEon Nus; (voii~.) But since 
the latter could not enter into any union with the planetary empire, or 
the material world, he appeared under the disguise and semblece 
merely of a sensible form. 

It is evident of itself, how spontaneously the ascetic bent above men
tioned, the excessive valuation of celibacy, would spring up out of 8ueh 
a system. 

b. TATIAN AND THE ENCRATITES. - Tatian of Assyria lived at Rome 
as a rhetorician, where he was converted to Christianity by the 
instrumentality of Justin Martyr, who was on terms of greater 
intimacy with him on account of their having received the same 
philosophical education in the Platonic school. During the life
time of Justin he adhered to the doctrine of the church. He com
posed, while still entertaining the same views, after Justin's death, 
an apologetic discourse,l which contains a good deal, however, which 
might be accommodated to the doctrines of Gnosticism. In this 
discourse, Tatian, like his teacher Justin, following the example of 
Philo, received into his system the entire Platonic doctrine concerning 
matter, inconsistent as it was with a theory in which the doctrine of the 
creation from nothing was still maintained. It was this Platonic doc
trine which led him to adopt also the hypothesis of an ungodlike spirit 
of life wedded to its kindred matter, whence he derived the evil spirits, 
whom he describes as 1rVeVllaTa VAtl<", - inconsistent as this hypothesis 
also was with the Christian doctrine concerning the nature of evil 
spirits, and concerning the origin of sin. In this discourse already, he 
advanced a theory, which, we may remark, had found its way out of 
some Jewish system of theology into the speculations of several of the 
early church teachers, - that the human soul, like everything else 
formed and partaking of matter,2 is by its own nature mortal; that the 
first man, living in communion with God, had within him a principle 
of divine life, exalted above the nature of this soul which had been 
derived from matter, and that this is properly the image of God,3 by 
virtue of which man became immortal. Having lost this image by sin, 
he fell a prey to matter and to mortality. 

It is easy to see how these opinions, loosely strung together as they 
were' in Tatian's system, would furnish a convenient foothold for the 
Gnostic idea of the f)I.1/, and of the distinction between the 1Jmx'KO'li and 
the 1r!JWllamOV, and how they would naturally result in an asceticism, 
striving after an absolute estrangement from the things of sense.4 Ac
cording to the report of Irenreus,5 Tatian conceived a doctrine of lEons 
similar to that of the Valentinians; yet this would not suffice of itself 
to warrant us in concluding that his system bore any affinity to the 
Valentinian. According to Clement of Alexandria,6 he belonged to the 

1 His Aoyor 1rpOr ·EAA1/P~. with the above·mentioned distinction be
2 A 1rpevfa VAtKOv. tween the 1/Ivxtl<OP and the 1rpwftaT,~6v in 
8 Seav etK&w Kat 0lloiWfJ". the nature of the first mM, he having lost 
'According to lrenwus, Tatian was the the latter by sin. Lib. I. c. 28. 

fir'" to assert the condemnatory sentence 6 Comp. Clem. Strom. lib. III. f. .65, C. 
of the first man j which indeed would agree 6 L. c. f. 460, D. 
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class of anti.Jewish Gnostics, and transferred St. Paul's, statement of 
the contrariety between the old and the new man, to the relation of the 
Old and New Testament ;-yet he might perhaps have expressed him
self in this way, even according to the Valentinian Gnosis, which by 
no mea.n.s supposed an absolute contrariety between the two economies. 
A remark of Tatian, which has comedown to us, would seem to imply, 
that he was far from separating the Demiurge, the God of the Old 
Testament, so entirely from all connection with the higher world. He 
looked upon the expression in Genesis, "Let there be light," - and this 
may serve to illustrate his arbitrary mode of interpreting scripture, 
not as the commanding, creative word, but as the language of prayer. 
The Demiurge, seated on the dark chaos, prays that light may shine 
down from above.1 Tatian's strong leaning towards a fanatical asceti
cism might perhaps warrant the conclusion, however, that he drew a 
sharper line of distinction between the creation of the Demiurge and 
the higher world, and consequently between the Old Testament and the 
New, than could be admitted by the principles of the Valentinian 
school; for this practical repugnance to the creation of the Demiurge 
was usually connected with an opposition to it in theory. 

Tatian was aware that the system of Christian morals must be de
rived from the contemplation of the life of Christ, and take its laws 
from thence. Assuming this, he wrote a work in which he endeavored 
to show how true perfection might be attained by the imitation of 
Christ.2 He failed only in one respect; that he did not seize the life 
of Christ in its completeness, and in its relation to his mission as the 
redeemer of mankind, and the author of the new creation of divine 
life, which was designed to embrace and pervade all human relations 
only in the further course of its development from him. Paying no 
regard to this, he held the life of celibacy and the renunciation of all 
worldly possessions, after the pattern of Christ, to be the distinctive 
mark of Christian perfection. But to such as appealed to the life of 
Christ considered in this light, Clement of Alexandria replied, " The 
specific nature of Christ's being, as distinguished from all other men, 
left no room for the marriage relation. That necessity of something to 
complete the human nature, which is grounded in the mutual relation 
of the sexes, found no place in him. The onlyanalogon to the mar
riage estate was, in his case, the relation he bears to the church, which 
is bound to him, as his bride. Nothing could issue from him, as the 
Son of God, but a spiritual posterity." 3 The strong bias of Tatian in 
this particular direction led him to understand the Apostle Paul, in 1 
Corinth. 7: 5, as teaching that marriage and unchastity were one and 
the same thing - both equally the service of Satan.4 It may be too, 

1 Theodot. Didascal. Anatol. f. 806. avaYlI:aiolJ, "l'rS,/j, fltvOVTt Kai p6vftJ vli;J ifeou 
Origenes de orat. c. 24. yeyov{m. Clem. Strom. lib. III. f. 446. 

I TIep< Toli "aTa Tllv ut.lTiJpa KaTapTlupoii. 4 Paul, he affirms, gives pennission in 
8 Db" luau! ri;v alTiav TOU pi) yiipa! TaV this place but ostensibly, - and immediate

ttVPIOV, rrpwTov pev yap ri;v lrSiav vVp.f1/V ly shrinks hack from what he permits, when 
tlXe Tilv bC"A1J<l"ialJ, ErreiTa ,,~ oM, aviJpt.l. he says that those who followed his permi&
trOf ~v "owa" lva II:tU {Jo"fJoii TWOf lI:aTa .ion would serve two masters j by mutual 
.a rSt,,19j, oMe TeICIlInrOt1!aaufJru ~v aVTw continence and prayer they would serve 

VOL. I. 89 
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that besides the canonical gospels, he made use of apocryphal histcnies 
in which the image of Christ had already become modified under ~ 
influence of theosophico-ascetic habits of contemplation.l As the ten
dency to a theosophical asceticism of this kind, which sprung up in the 
East, had now become widely spread, it can be no wonder that there 
were different kinds of these aiJstinents,2 who had no special connection 
with Tatian, and who belonged in part to the Jewish and partly to the 
anti..Jewish party.3 

c. MARCION AND HIS SCHOOL. - In the case of the Gnostics last 
considered, we observe already the duali8tic element asserting it
self chiefly on the practical side, on the side of ethics, while the 
speculative retreats proportionally out of view. This is still more 
clearly apparent in the case of Marcion. He is the terminating 
point at which this whole development naturally ends; since he 
belongs with the Gnostics only in a single respect. He stands on 
the dividing line between Gnosticism, the prevailing tendency of 
which is to speculation, and a predominant practical direction of mind, 
diametrically opposed to speculative Gnosticism; so that, considered in 
this point of view, the Alexandrian theology recognized by the great 

God, by incontinence they would serve nn
chastity and Satan. Strom. 1. III. f. 460. 
According to Eusebius, -I. IV. c. 29, - he 
was accused of undertaking to garble and 
alter many expressions in the writings of 
St. Paul j but from the words of Eusebius, 
Ttviir aVTOV peTaq.puUat 'i>&Jvi1r, ';'r bnowp
-a-ovflevov aVTwv il'tV Tnt; t/JpaafW{ (jvvTa~lv, 
it is impossible to determine, whether the 
alterations were made to favor his own dog
matic and ethical principles, or whether 
they were changes from the Hebraistic into 
a purer Greek j and then the question arises, 
whether Tatian actually allowed himself in 
the practice of such an arbitrary sort of 
criticism, which certainly is quite possible j 
or whether he only had in his possession 
certain readings varying from the received 
text, which it was assumed, as a matter of 
course, might be regarded as intentional 
falsifications. 

1 We should know something more on 
tJlis point, if Tatian's "evayyt)"lOv Ollt TeU
uap(Jv" were still extant. The old writers 
seem to have looked upon this work as a 
compendious harmony of the four gospels, 
Euseb. I. IV. c. 29; but it mav be doubted 
whether Tatian reallv confined himself to 
our four canonical gospels, - whether he 
did not at least make some use of several 
apocryphal gospels j since according to 
Epiphanius' account, - which we must al
low is extremely vague, - this collection 
possessed some resemblance to the ,vayye
AWV Kail' l{3paiovr. Thcodoretus found 
more than two hundred copies of this work 
in use within his Syrian diocese, and thon:;ht 
it his duty to withdraw them, probably oe
cause he found them to contain a good deal 
of herctical matter. Theodoret. hreret. fab. 

I. 20. Tatinn might find occasion also, on 
the ground of his peculiar Gnostic views 
concerning Christ, to leave out those parlll 
of the gospels which contain the genealo
gies, and perhaps all that related to Christ's 
nativity. 

2 'EYKpaTlTat, lt1rOTaICTlKOI., VOpo1rap4UTu'" 
Tal, (because they made use of water only 
at the communion.) 

S Among these belonged Julius Cassia
nus, ill whose doctrines we may recognize, 
perhaps, the lingering influence of the 
Alexandrian·Jewish thcology j the evayy.
ALOV KaT' Alyv7fTiovr being the source, in
deed, whence he derived his knowledge of 
the gospel history. Regarding Adam M II 
symbol of the soul degraded from a heav
enly condition to the corporeal world, he 
made it the chief duty of man to gain the 
mastery over matter by means of ascetic 
austerities, and for this reason wonld not 
admit that Christ had appeared in the cor· 
poreal world. He was considered one of 
the leading men of the Docetw. In h!s 
tf'lY'lTUCU, he endeavored to introduce biB 
doctrines into the Old Testameut by means 
of the allegorical method of interpretation. 
See Clem. Strom. lib. I. f. 320; lib. III. f. 
465. Furthermore, the Severians belong to 
a class which passes generally under the 
name of Encratites. They are said to ):lave 
sprung from a certain Severus, and to have 
rejected the epistles of Paul, and the Acts 
of the Apostles. Theodoret. hreret. fab. I. 
21. Their hostility to Paul might be co~· 
sidered, perhaps, as an indication of their 
origin from the Jewish Christian party. 
The inference, however, is the less sur.e, !'e
cause the peculiar spirit of their doctrme 
may have led them to that hostility. 
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body of the church contains more that ~8 !n 3;ffinity w~th Gnos~icism, 
than the theology of Marcion. The Chn8fzan ~terest IS more. dIrectly 
addressed by him than it is by the other Gnos~c~, b~cause hIS whole 
being is far more thoroughly pen~trated by Chnstlamty; bec~use the 
Christian element properly constitute~ the. ~ound-tone of hIS wh.ole 
inner life his whole mode of thinking In religion and theology; while, 
in the c~e of the other Gnostics, this was only one spiritual tendency 
belonging to them along with several ?thers of a forei~ .charac~r,
although it was sometimes the predommant one. It IS mstructlve to 
observe how a tendency proceeding from the very heart of Christianity 
may be' impelled, by taking a settled direction on one particUlar si~e, 
to allow the admission of unchristian elements. It must leave us WIth 
a sad impression of human weakness, to see, in the example of this 
remarkable man, in what a strange relation or want of relation the 
speculative system may stand to that which moves and animates the 
inmost life of the man - to see how, by his own misunderstanding of 
himself, he could lead others, who ought to have been bound to him by 
the fellowship of the same higher life, to misunderstand, be deceived 
in, and condemn him; and those very persons too who came nearest to 
him in what constituted the fundamental and essential character of 
their spiritual bent. This world, in which we come to our knowledge 
neither of God, nor of ourselves, nor of each other, directly, but only 
through a glass in broken and refracted rays, is full of misunderstand
ings. What ~Iarcion had in common with the Gnostics, and particu
larly with the Gnostics belonging to the last-mentioned class, consisted 
partly in his attempt to sunder the God of nature and of the Old Tes
tament from the God of the gospel, - to separate generally the purely 
human from the divine, and partly in various speculative elements 
which he wrought into his religious system. At the same time, it is quite 
evident that he had arrived at what he had in common with them, by 
a method wholly different from theirs. His God he had first found in 
Christ, and that glory of God which was revealed to him in Christ, he 
could nowhere find again in nature or in history. The speculative ele
ments which he borrowed from other Gnostics, were to him but expedi
ents which he resorted to for the purpose of filling up the chasm neces
sarily left in his system, which had been formed out of a bent of mind 
radically different and purely practical. It clearly was not his Dbject, 
as it was the object Df other Gnostics, to supply the imagined defects 
of Christianity by a speculative solution of difficulties taken from Dther 
systems of doctrine; but the design he started with was simply to' re
store Christianity in its purity, which, in his opiniDn, had been corrupted 
by fDreign additions. The one-sided position from which he started 
with this object in view was the occasion of most of his errDrs. 

He did not make a secret traditional doctrine the main source of this 
genuine Christianity. But neither was he willing to be confined to the 
gene:al tradition of the church; for ~ this, according to his opiniDn, 
fore~~ e~ements h~d alr?ady bec~me mmg!e.d with the pure apostolical 
ChrlStJa.mty. Takmg hIS stand, m the SpIrIt of true protestantism on 
the ground of positive Christianity, he would admit that nothing, 'lmt 
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the words of Christ and of his genuine disciples ought to be considered 
as the fountain-head of the true gospel. We must confess, that instead 
of recognizing the many different phases of Christianity presented in 
the manifoldness of the organs chosen for its promulgation, he allowed 
himself to indulge an arbitrary partiality in distinguishing and separat. 
ing them one from the other. His efforts in looking up the earliest 
records of the pure, original Christianity, led him into historical and 
critical investigations, lying remote from the contemplative direction of 
mind peculia,r to other Gnostics. But here also he presents to us a 
warning example - showing how such investigations, when guided and 
controlled by preconceived dogmatic opinions in which the understand. 
ing has entangled itself, must necessarily lead to disastrous results,
showing how easily an arbitrary hyper-criticism may slide into the oppo
site extreme, in opposing a careless facility of belief, and how readily, 
in combating one class of doctriml prejudices, one may fall into others 
differing only in kind. 

The other Gnostics united with their theosophic idealism, a mystical, 
allegorizing interpretation of the scriptures. The simple-hearted Mar· 
cion was decidedly opposed to this artificial method of interpretation. 
He was a zealous advocate, on the other hand, of the literal interprer 
tation which prevailed among the antagonists of Gnosticism; and it is 
evident from his example, how even this method of interpretation, when 
not united with other hermeneutical principles, and when pushed to an 
extreme, must lead to many arbitrary procedures. 

The opposition between 'lrirmr and yvwrur. between an exoteric and 
an esoteric Christianity, was among the marked peculiarities of the other 
Gnostic systems; but in Marcion's case, on the contrary, who adhered 
so closely to the practical Apostle Paul, no such opposition could possi. 
bly be allowed to exist. To the merely outward, and more truly Jew· 
ish than Christian notion of 7rirrr1f, which had found admission into 
the Christian church, he opposed - not a self-conceited Gnosis, but the 
conception of 'lrllJ1"tr itself, apprehended according to the genuine sense 
of St. Paul. In his view, 'lrirmr was the common fountain of the 
divine life for all Christians. He knew of nothing higher than the 
illumination which every Christian ought to possess. What he recog
nized as genuine Christianity, ought to be recognized as such by all 
capable of receiving Christianity in any sense. Hc could make no 
other distinction than that between the riper Christians and those 
that needed still to be instructed in Christian principles, (the cate
chumens.) 

In a two-fold respect, Marcion's appearance is a fact of great signi
ficance in the history of the world. In the first place, he stands a 
living witness of the impression which Christianity, as something wholly 
new and supernaturally divine, produced on men of strong and lively 
feelings. We see how Christianity appeared to such a person, looking 
at it from the point of view which had been reached by his age, and. 
in its relation to all that had proceeded forth out of the previous devel· 
opment of mankind. It is a fact, which here speaks to us. Next the 
great significance of Mareion's appearance consists in this: that we 
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perceive in him the first symptoms of a. reaction necessary in the course 
of the historicaJ. evolution, - a reaction of the Pauline type of doctrine, 
reclaiming its rightful authority, a.gainst the strong leaning of the 
church to the side of James and Peter-a reaction of the Christian 
consciousness, re-asserting the independence acquired for it by the 
labors of Paul, a~st a new combination of Jewish and Christian ele
ment8 - a reacti~n of the protestant spirit against the catholic element 
now sweHiner in the bud. At its first appearance, this reaction might 
easily be led wrong, and tend too exclusively again, to the other side 
of the truth. It was needful that various momenta should be evolved, 
before the reaction could be a pure one, clear in itself, and therefore 
certain of the victDry_ As Marcion gives us the picture of Paul, not 
in all the harmonious marly-sided ness of his great spirit, but only in a. 
single aspect of it, we consequently find in Marcion himself the impet
uous ardvr, but not the calm reflective prudence,-the practical, but 
not the dialectic spirit of Paul- we find in him the acuteness and per
spicacity of the apostle in discerning and setting forth opposites, but 
not the conciliating wisdom for which thc apostle was no less distin
guished. We shall now endeavor to seize the character of Marcion in 
its connection with that stage of development the church had arrived 
at in his time - though in doing this we must be made to feel the great 
want under which we labor, of satisfactory inforruation with regard to 
his early habits of life and education. This deficiency we must endeavor 
to supply by the aid of historical combination. 

Marcion was born at Sinope, in Pontus, near the beginning of the 
second century. According to one report,! which is not placed, how
ever, beyond all doubt, his father was bishop of the church in Sinope. 
In this country, there were beyond question families, even thus early, in 
which Christianity had been handed down from parents to children; so 
that Marcion might have been led to the Christian faith through the 
influence of his early education; - yet even supposing his father to 
have been a bishop, it would not be necessary to conclude that the fact 
was so. He speaks of the " ardor of his first faith," 2 where he seems 
to refer to the glow of feeling experienced by a new convert.3 Per
haps he belonged to the number of those who were first brought to the 
faith, not by the tradition of the church, but by their own study of the 
written word. And as he appropriated Christianity in a way somewhat 
independent of tradition, so in the after development of his Christian 
views he ever pursued this independent direction, and was unwilling to 

In Epiphanius, and in the later addi· trasts the heresy of the son with the ortho· 
tions to Tertullian's Prresrriptioucs. It doxy and piety' of his father. Yet it does 
mav excite some doubt- to find that Tertul· not ohlige us to reject the account. 
lian has made no use of this fact against 2 Primus calor fidei. 
Mart'ion, that he hud ahandoned the Catho 8 Although we grant that this might also 
lic ehun-h in whi<'h his father was a bishop. be said, in the first ardor of pious feeling, 
The silence of Te,·tullian, who had heen at by a person who had been educated in 
great pains to olotnin information with reo Christianity, especially in this period, when 
gard 10 all the partiru!ar~ of Marcion's life, the baptism of infants was not practised j 
on a point which he had 80 much occasion yet the other is the most obvious construc· 

to ~peak of, must lead us to suspect tho tion. 

foundation of Epiphnnius' report, who con

39" 

I 



462 MARCION. 

subject himself to any human tradition. Perhaps it was the majesty rI. 
Christ beaming upon him from the survey of his life and the cont>eJt, 
plation of his words, whereby he was drawn to Christianity. And the 
Pauline typa of doctrine, which most completely harmonized with lHa 
tone of mind, may have been the form in which he first learned In 
understand Christianity, and which chained his spirit once for all. In 
this manner, the peculiar shape which the Christian faith assumed inbia 
case, may have been determined from the beginning. 

Like many others, he felt constrained by the ardor of his first Chris
tian love, to renounce every earthly possession. He presented to the 
church a considerable sum of money, and began, in a course of rigid 
abstinence, the life of a "cOl)tinent person" or an ar:r"~T1I~.l His con
tempt of nature, which was at first simply practical and ascetic,pro
ceeding from a false notion of the contrariety between the natural and 
the divine, would lead a man of his ardent temperament, so eager to 
grasp what he approved, and so bold in rejecting wlul.t he disliked, to 
institute a theoretic distinction and separation between the God of na
ture and the God of the gospel. The contemplation of this period 
brings to our notice minds of the most opposite stamp - those that were 
for reconciling all antitheses, - for blending together elements the most 
heterogeneous, and those as well who would see everywhere nothing 
else but opposites, and know of no means t~ reconcile them. To this 
latter class belonged Marcion. The consciousness of redemption 
formed the ground-tone of his religious life, - the fact of redemption 
he regarded as the central point of Christianity. But as it is only 
through numberless stages of transition and intermediate points that 
everything can ultimately be referred to this as the central point, - 88 

the whole development of the world in history and nature were in this 
to be brought into a comprehending unity, - the impatient Marcion, 
who was averse to all gradual measures and intermediate steps, who 
was for having everything alike complete and at once, could not so un
derstand it. Tertullian has aptly characterized him, when he says, 
"While in the Creator's universe all things occur in the order of & 

gradual development, each in its proper place, with Marcion, on the 
other hand, everything is sudden." 2 To his heart, filled and glowing 
as it was with the image of the God of mercy and compassion, who a.p
peared in Christ, Nature appeared as something entirely alien from 
the manner in which this God revealed himself to him in his soul. In 
history too, Marcion, who was so full of the glory of the gospel, 
believed he could find no trace of the God that had revealed himself 
to him there; and into the demon world of paganism he looked back, 
like so many other zealous Christians, only with shuddering aversion

1 'See above. Pecuniam in primo calofC 1'0"0,(",,, as equivalent to the a(jK~T'l/r·
fidei ccclcsire contulit. Tertullian. adv. Ephraem Syrus a.ccuses Marcion of acquir
Marcion, I. IV. c. c. It amounted to two ing by his asceticism a deceptive show of 
hundred sesterti". See Tertullian. prrescript. sanctity. Opp. Eph. Syr. lat. Sermo L f. 
c. 30. Epiphnnius, in calling Marcion a 438, seq. • 
uo"&(..,,, (reeluee,) only confounds the re 2 Sic (subito) sunt omnia apud Ma;rClo, 
latiens of his own time with those of an nem, qure suum et plenum habent ordtnem 
earlier period. We must consider the apud creatorem. Lib. IV. c. 11. 
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he saw nothing there hut 8atq,n'8 lcingdom. The same tendency of 
spirit which made it impossible for him to find again in nature the God 
of the gospel, allowed him to see nothing but contrariety, no unity at 
bottom, in the relation of the Old Testament to the New. The jeal
ous God of the Old Testament, in his judgment so inexorably severe, 
and the God of the gospel, -whose essential being is only love; the 
Messiah of the world with his worldly kingdom, and Christ who de
clined all earthly power and glory, and would not found a kingdom of 
this world, seemed to him utterly opposed to one another. We must 
here consider between what opposite tendencies, none of which could 
satisfy his mind, Marcion found himself placed. On the one side were 
those uneducated Christians who were led, by their grossly literal method 
of interpreting the Old Testament, to frame to themselves the most 
unworthy notions of God; 1 on the other side were those who contrived, 
by artificial and allegorizing expositions, to lay into the Old Testament 
the whole system of Christian truth. But it belonged to the character 
of the simple Marcion, to be an enemy of that allegorical interpreta
tion of the Bible, and to oppose to it a method which uniformly adhered 
to the literal sense. 

A man so constituted in mind and spirit as was Marcion would be 
easily impelled, wherever he had to combat an erroneous extreme, to 
go to the opposite one. Thus it fared with him in the contest with that 
Chiliastic, material tendency of mind, confounding the Jewish with the 
Christian element, which he found generally diffused in Asia Minor. 
Here he believed it impossible to recognize genuine Christianity, as it 
had been preached by the Apostle Paul in the churches of Asia 
Minor; and hence the striving might have arisen in him to purify 
Christianity from the foreign Jewish elements with which it had been 
mixed, and to restore it once more to its primitive form. It may have 
been from this opposition, as the occasional cause, that he conceived a 
prejudice against the conciliating direction which had originated in the 
labors of the Apostle John in Asia Minor. Perhaps he found a foot
hold in some ultra-Pauline element which may already have made its 
appearance in opposition to the Apostle John himself.2 Accordingly, 
step by step, he was driven to place the Old and the New Testament 
in a continually sharper opposition to each other. 

This peculiar dogmatic tendency of Marcion was probably the occa
sion of his being excommunicated from the church at Sinope.s He 

1 As Origen says: 01 (L/CfpatortPOt rwv 
C1I'() riir IKKAl1l1io, ovxvvvrwv "'YXavtlv, 
roii I'£V dl1(JLOVPYOV (JeKovo. oMivo V1I'ttA.~
",111, rotoiiro de V1rOAofJ{3uvavUt ITtp~ ovroii, 
lnroio ovoe 1I'Epl roii "'fJOTUTOIJ /(o~ UOlllwra. 
T'OV a~pcJ1I'ov. De prine. I. IV. +8. 

t See my Age of the Apostles, vol. II. 
p. ~58. 

• The statement in the spurious additions 
to Tertullian's p,·tScriptioIl8, in Epiphanius 
and Esnig, that Marcion was excommuni
cated from the fellowship of the church on 
account of unchastity, Is undoubtedly an 

invention of anti-heretical hatred. Had 
anything of the kind got abroad, even in 
the fonn of a rumor, in Tertullian's day, 
he certainly. according to his usual practice, 
would not have allowed it to pass without 
notice. But on the contrary, - what may 
be considered the most decided testimony 
against the truth of this statement, - he 
contrasts Marcion's disciple, Apelles, on 
the Bcore of his unchastity, with his rigid 
master. Tertull. Prrescript. c. 30. Although 
the Annenilln Bishop Esnig. of the fifth 
century, whose account of Marcion hili 
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now hoped to find in the Roman church, to which he betook himself. a 
better reception, both on account of its origin, which it derived fr~m 
Paul, and its original Pauline character, and on account of a prevail. 
ing anti-Judaizing tendency,! which still existed in it on many points. 
If the report of Epiphanius is well founded, he proposed the question t(} 
the Roman clergy, how they would explain the passage in Matthew 9: 
17, with a view to draw from their own lips the confession, that men 
could not pour the new wine of Christianity into the old bottle of Juda
ism, without spoiling it. But at Rome, too, his Dualism on the do()lo 
trine of divine revelation could only meet with contradiction, since the 
acknowledgment of one God, and of one divine revelation in the Old 
and New Testaments, belonged to the doctrines universally received by 
the church. Repulsed here also by the church, he was driven to the 
measure of shaping his anti-church tendency into an established selt: 
consistent system, and of founding an independent church by itself. 
Until now, his system had only a practical basis; - the conviction that 
Christianity had made its appearance among mankind as something 
entirely new, unexpected, and undreamt of; that it had imparted to, 
humanity a divine life, to which nothing in human nature, up to that 
time, was in affinity; that the God who appeared in Christ had earlier 
revealed himself neither in nature, nor in reason, nor in the Old Testa.. 
ment; that nothing witnessed of him; nothing was his work save Chris
tianity alone; - this conviction was the groundwork on which Marcion 
proceeded to build. The God who had revealed himself in Christ was 
in his view one altogether diverse from the Spirit which had hitherto 
ruled in the world; and the latter was in all cases displaced from his 
throne, wherever Christianity found admittance, to make room for a 
higher Spirit. Accordingly Marcion was compelled to distinguish from 
that God hitherto unknown to the world, the God of the world and of 
the Old Testament, with his angels. In profoundly studying, with this 
direction of ideas, the epistles of his favorite Apostle, Paul, he might 
easily be led to believe that he found these ideas confirmed, when he reM 
of a God of this world, of the princes of this world (lipxovrer TOV aiWv~ TOUTOII,} 

who would not have surrendered up the Lord of glory to the death of 
the cross, if they had known him; - of the apxal{ and I:folltrial{, whom 
Christ vanquished by his crucifixion. And it may be explained, how.these 
ideas exercised a power over his mind, by reason of the truth lyin~ at 
their root. In the Demiurge, the ruling spirit of the ante-Christian 
world, so far as that world was not wholly given to evil, became to Mar
cion's imagination objectized and personified. This being could not.un· 
derstand the new divine principle, which through Christ entered l!lto 
the world. The hidden glory in Christ's appearance was somethmg 
alien from him. He must bring death to the being who had come to 
destroy his kingdom; but through this very death must be brought 

been made known by Prof. Neumann, in a latter's own writings, yet in the outline ~f 
German translation, in ligen's Zeitschrift Marcion's life he follows the less authentic 
fUr historischc 'l'heologie, Ed. IV. J. 1834, narratives of' the writers belonging to hits 
1 St., is a more credible authority, so far as own age. . . 
it relates to his account of Marcion's doc 1 See ahove, in the history of dlVlne wor· 
trines, which he may have drawn from the ship. 
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about the dethronement of this ~irit of the world himself. The idea 
of matter as the spring of all deSlres and passions, belonged too to the 
current ~otions of the period. Thus it would in fact admit of being 
explained, how Marcion mi~t have been led to form and gradually 
mature his system out of his own peculiar Christian consciousness, in 
the spiritual a~osphere of this period, without any connection ,!hatever 
with the Gnostic sects. Yet although, for the reasons thus hmted at, 
we cannot consider the influence of those sects on his mode of thinking 
to have been so important as it has sometimes been represented, we are 
not disposed to deny, what the ancients are unanimous in stating, that 
at Rome he attached himself to a teacher from Antioch by the name of 
(Jerdo, who held to the purely Dualistic Gnosis, and from him borrowed 

Do good deal to fill up the chasms of bis dogmatic system. 
lt lay in the essential character of Marcion's mode of thinking, that 

he must have labored more earnestly and assiduously than other Gnos
tics for the extension of his principles, - for while others believed it 
impossible to communicate their higher knowledge to any save a small 
number of Christians, the spiritnal men, Marcion, on the other hand, 
was convinced that his doctrine was no other than the primitive Chris
tian, which should come to all men. He must have felt constrained to 
communicate to all Christians, the light of truth which had fallen to his 
own share. Hence he made frequent journeys, and spent his life in an 
uninterrupted series of conflicts with pagans and with Christians. To 
be hated, and to suffer, he accounted the destination of every Chris
tian. "Fellow-hated, and fellow-sufferers" (fJVpptIJOVptVOt Kat fJVvTaAai

lI'r.lpol,) was his common form of salutation to his brethren in the faith.} 
He was, perhaps, residing in Rome, when the aged bishop Polycarp of 
Smyrna. came on a visit to the Roman bishop Anicetus.2 Marcion, 
who proba.bly in his youth had enjoyed the friendship of Polycarp, and 
now saw him again after many years, went to him and addressed him 
in these words: "Dost thou remember me, Polycarp? " But the old 
man - otherwise 80 amiable - could embrace within his love all but 
the enemies of the gospel; among whom he reckoned Marcion, unable 
as he was to discern the Christian element lying at the root of his very 
errors.8 He is said to have replied to him: " Yes, I remember the 
first-born of Satan." Tertullian relates/ that Marcion testified at last 
his repentance for the schism which he had occasioned, and sought to 
be restored to the fellowship of the church; that this request was 
granted on the condition that he would bring back into the church those 
whom he had led astl'ay; but tha.t his premature death prevented the 
fulfilment of this condition. But the testimony of Tertullian, in mat
ters of this sort, is not of sufficient weight to establish the truth of this 
report. _It might easily happen wi~h him, that he took up the stor.y on 
the credit of some rumor not sufficlently well founded. It was in fact 
Do thing too obvious not to be suggested by somebody, that the heretio 
should repent in the end of his defection from the ~hurch, and yearn 

1 Tel'1llln. e. H. \. IV. e. Hj L IV. e. 9. • Il'I!D. 1. III. c_ 3, • 4. 

I See vol. I. p. 2911. • Prlllscript. Co 30. 
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after re-admission to its bosom. But if the continuance of the oreaeh 
of which he was the author was a fact testifying against this SUpposib 
it was necessary that some legend should arise, to reconcile the d~ 
ancy. Marcion was too clearly conscious to himself of an opposition in 
principles between him and the then church, to leave it possible for any 
one to believe this story, without any better guaranty for its truth. 
Meanwhile, there must have been some good and sufficient reason, why 
such things were said of Marcion in particular, and not of the other 
Gnostics. If some conciliatory word or other of Marcion's was not the 
occasion of it, tht;) remote ground must at any rate be sought for in the 
consciousness penetrating through the blinding influence of polemieal 
passions, that after all this man stood in quite a different relation to 
Christianity and to the Christian church, from that in which other 
Gnostics stood; that he was connected with both by a tie not to be 
sundered by the force of intellectual error. 

It now remains, that we should enter into a detailed examination of 
Marcion's system, in its later and complete development. This system 
coincided in its fundamental principles with other Gnostic systems of the 
last-mentioned class, with this single difference; that in his theory it is 
ever gleaming through the surface, how everything had been seized by 
him on the practical rather than on the speculative side, and that the 
speculative element was to him a matter of inferior interest. He as
sumed three fundamental principles: 1. An VA1J existing from eternity. 
2. The infinitely perfect, almighty and holy God, - the God who is 
eternal love; the Good, 6 aya.%r, who alone is to be denominated God in 
the proper sense; who, by virtue of his holy nature, is incapable of enter
ing into any contact whatever with matter; creating, only by communi
cation of himself, a life in affinity with himself, but forming nothing 
from without. 3. The Demiurge, a subordinate being of limited power, 
holding a middle place between good and evil, who is named God only 
in an improper sense, (as the divine title is also transferred to other 
beings in Ps. 62,1) who is in a constant conflict with matter, seeking to 
subject and to fashion it according to his own ideas, but never able 
wholly to overcome its resistance.2 Matter, with regard to which he 
appropriated to himself the common ideas, he regarded as the stuffful'
nished for the creative might of the Demiurge; the passive potence 
in relation to the latter.3 He described it also as the power or the 
essence of the earth. But out of that in it which resisted the formative 
might and the dominion of the Demiurge, proceeds evil, a wild, ungod
like impulse. All this became concentrated in Satan. The distinction. 
between true moral perfection, which consists in love or goodness, 
whose essence it is only to communicate itself, only to bless, to make 
happy, to redeem - and mere justice, which metes out everything by 
desert, rewards and punishes, requites good with good and evil witll 
evil, which gives birth to mere outward discipline, can communicate no 
power of moral enthusiasm, - this was the great practical and fundar 

1 Clem. Strom. lib. III. f.4tH. Tertull. 2 Ephr. Syr. Orat. XIV. f. 468, D. 
c. M. lib. I. c. 7 - 15. 8 See Esnig, I. C. p. 72. 
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mental idea of Marcion which formed the nucleus of all the rest. But 
between love and a j~stice which revealed itself in punishment, he 
could find no means of reconciliation. While he gave to the love of 
God the revelation of which in the gospel had penetrated through his 
whoie soul a strong and exclusive prominence, he allowed all other no
tions of th~ divine attributes to retire out of view. Seeking to make 
tha.t alone valid which belonged peculiarly to Christianity, but ren?ing 
it from its connection with the Old Testament groundwork, determmed 
to know nothing at all of a vindictive justice grounded in the holiness 
of God, of a holy a.nger of God against sin; he evaded what essentially 
pertains to this, in order to distinguish the theistic position of Christian
ity from that of the old Nature-religion. And inasmuch as he com
prised in the notion of justice severed from its connection with the other 
divine attributes, all those marks which he believed might be derived 
from the Old Testament, as belonging to the character of the Demiurge, 
that notion itself became to him an inconsistent and self-contradictory 
one. The inner coherence and consistency was ever in his case more 
in the heart than in the head. 

Vague and indefinite also, appears to us, in the accounts that are 
extant, the mode in which Marcion conceived the relation of the Demi
urge to the perfect GOd,l in rcspect to his origin. As we find else
where among the Gnostics IJualistic systems only, - none in which 
three principles, wholly independent in their origin, had been assumed, 
it seems most natural to conclude that Marcion also would be for deriv
ing the imperfect Demiurge through a series of evolutions from th~ per
fect God, - a course which, as a consistent thinker, he must have felt 
himself constrained to adopt by his own fundamental principle. Yet it 
is singular, that not one of Marcion's opponents attempts to explain by 
what mediation it was, he connected one with the other, although this 
is a point which they never fail to notice in speaking of the systems of 
other Gnostics. We must infer, that in his writings he did not express 
any opinion on this subject himself. In fact, there was wanting in his 
system - which is another circumstance whereby he was distinguished 
from other Gnostics - the doctrine of emanation, necessarily pre-sup
posed in order to such a mediation and derivation.2 It is from the pre
dominating practical interest, the unspeculative and unsystematic spirit 
of Marcion, that we shall perhaps have to account for these laeunce. 

The great point of practical moment with Marcion was, next, to assert 
the absolute newness of the (%eation by Christianity; to sever every 
thread of connection between it and the world as it had subsisted before. 
But hence it W88 impossible for him to apprehend in its true significancy 
this new creation itself; since it can be understood only as a restoration 
and fulfilment of the original one. And in this lies the deficiency of 
his moral system. 

The Demiurge of Marcion does not work after the pattern of higher 

1 The church tea<::her, Rhodon, (EWieb. 1. 2 That nothinoo akin to the emanation
V. c. 13,) says that Marcion supposed only system of other Gnostics is to be found in 
two principles, ovo apxar. Esnig, howey. Marcion, seems to follow from the remarks 
eyer, I18cribes to him a Triarcby. of Tertullian, c. Marcion, lib. I. c. 5. 
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ideas, of which, though unconsciously, or even against his will, he is the 
organ; but he is the absolutely independent, self-subsistent creator of 
an imperfect world, answering to his own .limited essence. To this 
world Marcion reckoned also the nature of man, in which he did not 
acknowledge, like other Gnostics, the existence of another element ~e
sides. The Demiurge - so he taught - created man, his highest work 
after his own image, to represent and reveal himself. Man's body h~ 
formed of matter, - hence evil desires; to this body he gave a soul in 
affinity with himself and derived from his own essence. He gave him 
a law, to try his obedience, with a view either to reward or to punish 
him, according to. his desert. But the limited Demiurge had it not in 
his power to give man a godlike principle of life, capable of overcoming 
evil. Man yielded to the seductions of sinful lust, and thus became 
subject, with his whole race, to the dominion of matter, and of the evil 
spirits which sprang out of it. From the entire race or fallen humanity, 
the Demiurge selected only one people, for his special guidance; to this 
people, the Jews, he made a special revelation of himself, and gave a 
religious polity, answering to his own essence and character,-consistr 
mg, on thc one hand, of a ceremonial confined to externals; on the 
other, of an imperative, deficient system of morals, without any inner 
godlike life, without power to sanctify the heart, without the spirit of 
love. Those who faithfully observed this religious law, he rewarded by 
conveying them at death to a state of happiness suited to their limited 
natures, in the society of their pious forefathers.1 But all who suffered 
themselves to be seduced by the enticements of the VA1J to disobey the 
Demiurge, and all who abandoned themselves to idolatry-a system to 
be traced to the influence of this VA'I, he hurled down to perdition.2 

Not powerful enough to give his people the supremacy, and to extend 
his kingdom over the whole earth, the Demiurge promised them a Re
deemer, a Messiah, by whose means he would finally accomplish this 
end in the conflict with the hostile powers of the VA1J; by whose means 
he would gather in all the Jews from their dispersion, bring heathens 
and sinners to a rigid judgment, and conduct his own people to the 
peaccful enjoyment of all earthly felicity in a kingdom erected over the 
whole world. But the perfect God, whose essence is mercy and love, 
could not suffer this severe sentence to be executed on men whose fall 
was owing to nothing but their inherent weakness. It is consonant 
with his character, not to wait, like the Demiurge, for merit, but out of 
his own free love to receive to himself those who are alienated from 
him, and lost; not to begin with giving a law, and making man's des
tiny depend on his observance or disobedience of that; but to reveal 
and communicate himself to those who are willing to enter into fellow
ship with him, as the fountain of divine life and blessedness. The ap' 
pearance of Christ was the self-manifestation 3 of the Supreme God, till 
then altogether hidden to this lower creation. 

According to the earlier known accounts of Marcion's doctrine, we 

1 Apud inferos, in sinu Abrahami. Ter- 2 See Esnig, I. c. p. 74. 
tuu. c. M. lib. III. c. 24. Clem. Strom. lib. 3 Tertull. c. M. lib. I. c. 11. 
V. f. 546. 
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might suppose, that he represented the Supreme God himself as appear
ing without any mediation in the kingdom of the Demiurge, or upon 
the earth; and thus he might have attached himself to the theory
80 widely dift'used in Asia Minor-of the Patripassionists,l in which 
fonn he had, perhaps, from the first, become acquainted with the doc
trine of Christ. This theory was exactly suited to his predominant 
practical tendency, to the element of Christian feeling which in his case 
prevailed over every other. Penetrated by the consciousness, that 
Christianity was nothing other than the communication of the Supreme 
God himself, that men have God himself immediately in Christ, the 
theory of subordination in the church doctrine of the Logos might be 
offensive to him. In this peculiar tendency of his doctrine concerning 
Christ, then, to simplification, he would once more agree with the other 
Gnostics, whose speculation tended to multiply the hypostases. The 
inadmissible· form of representation, that God the Father appeared him
self, immediately, in a human body, might then easily pass over to the 
other notion, that this manifestation was merely in appearance. Yet 
however much this supposition must have in its favor,2 according to the 
accounts 'thus far known to us, we notwithstanding venture no longer to 
hold on to it, since Esnig's account has been communicated; for accord
ing to this, Marcion expressly distinguished Jesus, as the Son sent down 
from the heaven of the Supreme God, from the latter as his Father. 
And to this distinction he must, in truth, have been led also by the 
authority of him who passed, in Marcion's estimation, for the only 
8JlQ8tle. 

Marcion's Docetism was not grounded solely in the view he enter
tained of matter, but Wag closely connected also with the whole essence 
and spirit of his dogmatic system. According to this, Christianity must 
make its appearance of a sudden, as an unprepared.for fragment, hav
ing JlO connection whatever with anything else. Everything, in fact, 
was with him imdden and unexpected. His gospel began when the 
Son of God, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, descended 
into the city of Capernaum, and appeared at once as a public teacher.8 

Jesus, therefore, according to the scheme of Marcion, was not the 
Mugialt, promised tltrough the prophets by the IJemiurge, since, indeed, 
he wanted many of those marks of the Messiah contained in the proph
ets; while, on the other hand, what was peculiar in his character and 
conduct was in no wise to be found among the characteristic traits of 
the Messia.h announced by the prophets. Marcion attempted to carry 
out in detail the contrast between Christ as he is represented in the 
gospel history, and the Christ of the Old Testament, - and here too 
it is evident, how deeply Christ's image had imprinted itself on his 
'Wa.nn heart; but he was wrong in his very principle of requiring that 
the foretype presented to the prophetic vision under a temporal drapery 

1 Concerning whom we shall speak far. Jesns: Descendit de crelo spiritus salutaris, 
ther in the section relating to the formation a distinction is implied between the redeem
of church doctrine. in; Spirit and the Supreme God. 

I Even when TertuUian (lib. I. c. 19) Tertuli. c. M. lib. IV. c. 17. 
-71 in the llense of MarciOD, concerning 

VOL. I. 40 
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should correspond exactly to the reality of the manifestation. Henee 
when Jesus called himself the Messiah, it was only in q,ccomrrwdation 
to the Jews. He wished to find some possible point of union with their 
views, to gain their confidence by some well-known form, to which he 
cQuld afterwards give a higher meaning. l 

To bestow the greatest favors in vain on men who were wholly alien 
from him, was the great characteristic of his life. How far the Docetism 
of Marcion was from denying the reality of the works accomplished by 
Christ, is evident, when we consider what importance he attached to the 
miraclcs of Christ, as acts of succoring love, and of power over the 
kingdom of the Demiurge. He represents the Supreme God saying to 
his Son, when he sent him down to men: "Heal their wounds, bring 
their dead back to life, make their blind to see, accomplish among them 
the greatest cures without reward." 2 The characteristic mark which 
distinguished the miracles of Christ from those of the prophets, consisted 
according to Marcion in this, that no intermediate second causes, bor
rowed from the kingdom of the Demiurge, were needed to compass such 
effects, but he was able to do all by his word and his will alolle - thus 
evincing his superiority over the kingdom of the Demiurge.3 Christ 
required no prophecies to confirm his divine mission; his self-manifesta
tion by godlike actions above the kingdom of the Demiurge, was an 
evidence which rendered all other superfluous.4 

But as all that he required was a humble reception of the higher ele· 
ment which he came to bcstow on men, he would meet with a readier 
reception among pagans, abandoned to the sense of their wretchedness, 
than among the men who were satisfied with their confinement in the 
kingdom of the Demiurge. As to the Demiurge himself, who saw in 
Jesus only the Messiah promised by himself, who like the Jews held 
him to be a man the same with other men; he had looked upon him as 
his instrument. Hence he must be the more exasperated, when he 
found himself deceived in his expectations, when he saw him perform· 
ing works which so far exceeded his own power, and must perceive how 
men would be led away by this Jesus to defection from his own law; 
how he threatened to destroy that very kingdom, whose interests he 
should have subserved. He caused him to be crucified by those whom 
he employed to execute his purposes. 

The heart of Marcion would assuredly be touched by the idea of a. 
love that suffered, and conquered through suffering-so great impor
tance did he find attached, in the writings of his own Apostle Paul, to 
the redemptive sufferings of Christ; - and yet this did not harmonize 

1 Ut per soUcnne apud eos et familiare nem statim reprresentasse. Tcrtull. e. M. 
nomen irrcperct in Judreorum fidem. L. c. lib. IV. c. 9. As Christ healed the ten lep· 
lib. III. c. 15. ers, sine tactu et sine verbo, taeita potestate 

2 See Esnig. I. c. p. 74. et sola voluntate. L. c. c. 35. 
8 In the work where Marcion trooted of 4 Non fuit ordo ejusmodi, (p!epara~on by 

the opposition between the Old and New means of prophecy,) neceSSarIas, qU\~ sta
Testaments, his Antitheses, this remark oc tim se et filium et missum et Dei Chnstum 
cured: Helisreum materia eguisse, aquam rebus ipsis esset probatarus per documenta 
adhibuisse, ct earn septies j Christum vero virtu tum. L. c. lib. III. c. 3. 
verbo solo et hoc semel functum curatio
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wellll'itb his Dooetism. Now aJ..t.hQugb he was not allowed by that the
ory to attribute any ~ suffe~g ttQ C,hrist, yet he was prepa~ed to 
&bow how this very delUSlOn, deSlgned wIth reference to the DemlUrge, 
must conduce to the accomplishment of the saving purposes of the Su
pre~ GOO. . 

While it was taught in the church, tha.t Satan deceIved himself, and 
saw his own power destroyed, in supposing Jesus to be subject to death, 
like other men, M.a.rcion simply substituted the Demiurge in the -place 
of Satan; and we have alrea:dy remarked how he might be led to sup
pose that he found some confirmation of this view in the words of the 
Apostle Paul. Moreover, he received from universal tradition the doc
trine of the descensus Christi ad inferos, and to this perhaps he 
referred the words in Paul's epistle to the Laodiceans (Ephesians) 4: 9. 
But his a.version to the Jews and preference of the pagans led him to give 
to this doctrine also another turn, so as to bring it into harmony with 
hls own system. . 

It WIIB the will of the Demiurge to condemn him whom he placed in 
the same class with all the others that had revolted from his empire, to 
hell; but here also he found himself deceived. Christ descended there 
fol' the purpose of taking to himself the poor heathens, whom the Demi
urge had condemned to everlasting punishment; he released them, be
cause he found them possessed of the faith which he had not been able 
to find among the self-righteous Jews, from the power under which till 
then they had been subjected; and raised them a,long with himself to' 
the Father of love in the third heaven. l Thus the wrath of the Demi
urge was excited afresh, "he eclipsed his sun, and veiled his world in 
darkness," - an allusion perhaps to the phenomenon which took place 
at the death of Jesus. 

Then Christ revealed himself to the DeIniurge in his true form, in 
his divine esse~ce; he compelled him to acknowledge a higher God 
over himself, brought him to a consciousness of guilt according to his 
own laws, since he had shed the blood of an innocent person, who had 
shown to his creatures nothing but benevolence. Thus he must bow be
fore a higher power. . 

It seems, although it cannot be determined with certainty, that Mar
cion taught, that the Messianic predictions of the Old Testament would 
still be actually accomplished in behalf of the believers in the Demi
urge. The Messiah promised by the Demiurge would appear, and 
bring to a rigid judgment those who had not been freed from his power 
by fa.ith in the higher Christ; awaken the just dead of the Old Testa.
ment, and unite them all together in a millenial reign of earthly felicity. 
The eternal heavenly kingdom to which the Christians belonged, 'Would 
then form the direct antithesis to this perishable, earthly kingdom. 
~e souls of Christians 'would lay aside their gross bodies, as the bird 
nses out of the egg, as the kernel casts off the shell or leaves behind its 
husk in the earth, and l.i.tls itself in freedom to the day-light, as the ripe 
fruit drops from the stem.1I The God of love does not punish; but 

1 VI4. lren. lib. I. Co 1'1, 4lIj eft. Ub. I. t Tert. Co M. t m c. 8,4 et 24; 1. IV. 
e. M. EBuig, L Co p. 74. c.29. Ephr. Syr. Orat. en. 6, r. 551 et 552. 
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those who were unwilling to receive the proffered fellowship with hUtt; 
fall under the power of the Demiurge and his avenging justice.1 But 
whoever, on the other hand, enters into fellowship with the Fathet 
through faith in the Son of God, becomes partaker even here on th~ 
earth of a divine life above the power of the Demiurge and of the Hyl~; 
and for him there is no longer any judgment. Delivered from the 
might of the Demiurge, he stands under the special guidance of the 
God of love. Plotinus, in his work against the Gnostics, among others, 
censures those who maintained a 1rpovola of the Supreme God which ex
tended to themselves and not to the whole world. We are not of the 
opinion? that he had the Marcionites particularly in view here; but we 
must at least pre-suppose such a doctrine in Marcion. From Marcion's 
connection of ideas resulted the antithesis between those who were left 
subject to the Demiurge's government, and those who, released from his 
power, become objects of the providential care of the Supreme God, 
those whom God trains for his kingdom, those in whose behalf all things 
shall work together for good, serving to conduct them onward to the 
mark for which eternal love has destined them. Providence general 
and speeial Marcion must have attributed to the Demiurge; that provi
dence alone which has been designated by the term providentia special
issima, could be accounted by him as the work of the Supreme God in 
reference to his chosen ones. 

A dogmatical system like Marcion's, in which the antithesis between 
law and gospel was expressed in such a way, could not fail to be fol
lowed by a system of morals full of meaning; for the distinction which 
he made between the two amounted in fact to this; that the former, by 
its precepts, could not confer on man any true, inward sanctification, 
any power to obtain the victory over sin; while the latter, by faith, 
brought man into union with a fountain of divine life, a union which 
must necessarily manifest itself by the conquest over sin and by holi
ness of living. Even Marcion's warmest opponents, who sought 
eagerly to sum up every bad quality which could be imputed to him, 
and who refused to acknowledge the essential difference between his 
system and all other forms of Gnosticism, still could not deny, that 
the Marcionites differed entirely in their moral conduct from those 
Gnostic Antinomians; - that tItey came fully up, for example, to the 
standard of the most rigid Christians, in their abhorrence of the pagan 
games and pastimes.3 While many Gnostics, who held to the doctrine 
of an allowable accommodation to prevailing errors, or to the principle 
that no importance was to be attached to externals, found no difficulty 
in evading the obligation to become martyrs; the Marcionites, on the 
other hand, felt certainly constrained to bear witness of Christianity, 
which was a cause enlisting the affections of their heart.4 We have, 
in the previous remarks, alluded already to the necessary defect in Mar
cion's system of morals, grounded in his peculiar doctrine concerning 
the creation and the origin of man. The ascetic bent of life, which he 

1 Abjecti, ab igne creatoris deprehenden· 8 Tertull. c. M. 1. L c. 28. 
tur. Tertull. c. M. I. I. c. 2S. f See, e. g. Euseb. 1. IV. c. 15 j 1 VJI. 

2 See above, p. 390, etc. c. 12. De Martyr.Pal/Iestin. Co 10. 
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had adopted already as a member of the catholic chw;ch, and i~ which, 
as we observed above, his system found a natural pomt of umon, was 
now auain still further promoted by the matured and perfected doc
trines ~f his system. He reckoned ~hat mode of life, ~vhich, in the 
catholic church was led only by a partIcular class of ascetlCs, as belong
ing to the essdtial being of genuine Christianity; - Christians should 
lead even here on the earth, a heavenly life, above all contaminating 
influ~nce of matter. He who was not as yet capable of leading such 
a life, must remain in the class of catechumens, could not yet be admit
ted to baptism.1 

Marcion assuredly regarded Paul as the only genuine apostle who 
remained true to his calling. He taught, that after Christ revealed 
himself in his divine character to the Demiurge, and compelled him to 
acknowledge a higher power, he manifested himself to Paul, (referring 
doubtless to that revelation of Christ to the apostle of which the latter 
himself testifies,) and commissioned him to preach the gospe1.2 The 
other scriptures of the New Testament, save Paul's epistles, he 
rejected; not because he supposed them interpolated at a later period, 
but because he did not recognize the authors of them as genuine teach
ers of Christianity. Besides the epistles of Paul, he made use of a 
pretended original gospel, which he held to be the record of the gospel 
history cited and used by Paul himsclf.3 All the other gospels he 
traced to those corrupters of the evangelical truth, against whom Paul 
himself had warned men.4 But we must ever keep it in mind, that 
Marcion regarded the older apostles themselves as such corrupters. As 
he presupposed everywhere in the church a corruption of the primitive 
truth, and the image of those Judaizing corrupters haunted him like a 
ghost, he thought it necessary, that even those religious records, whose 
authority he acknowledged in common with the church, should first be 
restored to their primitive condition, by a critical process of his own, 
designed to purge them of e\'ery element of Judaism. His pretended 
original gospel, used by the Apostle Paul, seems to have been a muti
lated copy of the gospel according to Luke.5 His critical expurgation 
was not consistently carried through, many things being allowed to re
main, which could be brought into harmony with Marcion's system 
only by resorting to a tortuous exegesis, made possible by ignorance of 
the right principles of interpretation. 

M.ARCION'S SECTS. - Marcion differed from other Gnostics in this 
respect also, that while the latter, as Clement of Alexandria said of 

1 Terlun. c. M. Jib. I. c. 34: Quomodo Origines in Joann. T. V. § 4. V. Dialog.
nuptias dirimis ~ nee conjungens marem et de recta in Deum fide in Orig. opp. ed. de 
feminam, nee alibi conjunctos ad sacramen. la Rue. T. I. f. 807. 
tum baptismatis ct eucharistire admittens, 6 Detailed investigations into Marcion's 
nisi inter se conjuraverint adversus fructum canon of the New Testament would be out 
nUjtiamm. of place here. See more on this subject in 

See Esnig, I. c. p. 75. the learned and inf>enious inquiries of my 
8 Perhaps there had been preserved in friends Hahn and''' Olshausen, and in my

the apostolic churches of Asia Minor the Gcnt!tic development of the Gnostic sys· 
rememhrance of such an evano-elical collec On Marcion's gospel, consult Thi·terns. 
tion, which St. Paul had brought with him. lo's edition of the Apocryphal writings of 

'See Tertull. c. M. lib. IV. c. 2 et 3. the New Testament, T. 1. 
40" 
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them, endeavored to found schools only,! he, on the other hlma, WIll 
for establishing a church, a community. To restore the primitive. 
church, designed by Christ, founded by the Apostle Paul, was the aim 
of his life. And being everywhere excluded from the catholic chU1'C~ 
he was compelled, in preaching the pure doctrine of Christ as he UD
derstood it, to found communities of his own.ll The universally intel-
ligible and practical charact~r of Marcion's doctrines, the enthusiasm 
with which these principles were announced, might give this soot. 
wider spread than any other could reach. Very soon, however, diffill'" 
ences of opinion must begin to manifest themselves within it. 

While among the other Gnostics, the arbitrary character and great 
variety of the speculations they indulged in, furnished occasion for the 
later disciples to depart in many respects from the doctrines of the 
earlier masters; so, on the other hand, the predominant practical ten
dency and the poverty of speculation in the system of Marcion CQmo. 

pared with the other Gnostic systems, laid the foundation of changes, 
which his followers, not so exclusively governed as he was himself by 
the practical interest, undertook to introduce. Many of them endeav
ored to supply the defects which they thought they detected in the sys
tem, by appropriating to themselves elements from other Gnostic systems; 
not suited to Marcion's theory. Many, like the Marcionite Marcus,S 
espoused the doctrine of the Syrian Gnosis respecting the formation of 
man; 4 which was-, that the Supreme God communicated to man a por
tion of his own divine life, (the 'TrVevp.a,) which man lost however by 
sin, - a doctrine at variance with the whole character of the Marci
onite system. While Marcion probably gave himself no farther thought 
concerning the final destiny of the Demiurge and of the" psyohical 
natures," the Marcioni.te Lucas, on the other hand, thought himself 
compelled to believe that everything " psychical" was perishable; that 
the 'lrvevp.arucov only, which participated of the divine life, was im
morta1.5 

In the case of Apelles, who had for a while turned aside from the 
predominant practical tendency of Marcion, and indulged in various 
speculations foreign to the primitive Marcionite system, the original 
practical tendency finally gained once more the ascendency in a very 
remarkable manner. Tertullian gives an unfavorable account of the 
moral character of this man; 6 but Rhodon, a catholic church tea.cher 
in the beginning of the third century, whose testimony, being that of 
an opponent, is beyond suspicion, sufficiently exonerates him of this 
charge; for he describes him as a person 7 whose moral character com
manded the respect of all. Probably, it' was the altogether blameless 
intimacy subsisting between Apelles and Philumene, a certain female 
theosophist, which furnished occasion for this charge-men being ever 

1 tuarp/(3ai. 4 See above, in the case of the Ophite8 
2 Concerning the ecclesire. which were and of Saturninns. 

founded by Marcion or his disciples, "ms. 6 See Tertull. de resurrect. earn. c. .. 
Tertull. c. M. lib. IV. c. 5. Orig. c eels. 1. ill. c. 27. 

8 In the Dialogue de recta fide. Vid.opp. 6 PrreBcript. breret. c. SO. 
Origen, T. L T Euseb. lib. V. c. 18. 

http:Marcioni.te
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inclined to put a false construction on the actions of one stigmatized as 
a heretic. The only reproach that can be brought against Philum.ene 
is that she forO'ot her mission as a woman, and hence was betrayed mto 
fa~aticism . -Oagainst Apelles, that he confirmed her in this line of con
duct, and looked upon the fa,natic di~courses that 'proceeded from her 
distempered mind, as revelatwns, whIch he gave hImself the trouble of 
expounding.1 We may maKe some use, h~wever, of the reP5'rt fur
nished by Tertullian, that ~he ~rotracte~ r~S1d~nce of .Apelles m Alex
andria effected a chanO'e III hiS Mar(Jtontte VieWS; smce all we can 
gather from the scatter~d ac~ounts in Tert~llian, .Or!gen, Epipha~ius, 
and in the work of AmbrosIUs" De ParadISO," mtlmates a modIfica
tion of his system through the influence of the Alexandrian Gnosis. 
Hence it was, that he brought the visible and the invisible orders of the 
world, the Demiurge and the Supreme God, the Old and the New Tes
taments, into closer connection with each other, than was admissible 
according to the spirit and system of Marcion. Starting with the prin
ciple, that the Old Testament came from different authors, partly from 
the inspirations of the Soter, partly from those of the Demiurge, and 
in part from those of the evil spirit, who corrupted the revelations of 
the divine things,2 he was for everywhere holding fast the good. " I 
use all the scriptures of the Old Testament," said he, " gathering from 
them what is profitable." 3 He appealed to a saying, often cited by 
the ancients, which was attributed to our Saviour, perhaps in the 
£vayyeAlov I<a-&' 'E{3palovr: "Be skilful money-changers, ever ready to dis
tinguish the genuine from the counterfeit, the true from the false; " 
(r'veC1'&e 001<11'01 Tpa7Te~iral.) While Marcion, who was inclined to ob:jectize 
everything, received all in the Old Testament as true to the letter, but 
ascribed it not to the Supreme God, but to the Demiurge; A pelles, on 
the other hand, found in the Old 1.'estament fables wholly destitute of 
truth.4 We see exemplified in this man the force of a tendency which 
ruled the minds of a particular age - the great difficulty which indi
v!duals? who wo.uld gla.dly withdraw themselves from it, must still expe
nence m asserting their freedom. Thus Apelles felt the might of the 
dualistic principle, the incompatibility of which with Christianity he 
acknowle~ged, and to which, notwithstanding, he saw himself ever forced 
back agam ~y ~he ~o~er that governed his thoughts. Accordingly he 
concluded hiS mqumes, at an advanced age, with the confession that 
h.e co.uld not do otherwise, but felt himself absolutely compelled to be. 
Z&eve III One eternal God, ~he author of all existence; but scientifically 
to demonstrate how all eXistence could be traced back to one original 
principle, transcended his ability. The church teacher Rhodon a 
stranger to such conflicts of the spirit, could not understand the confes
sion, a~d bantered him for professing to be a teacher, while at the 
same tIme he avowed that he only believed, but was unable to prove, 

1 His work of rpavepi)(mr. which has not 8 Xpw arro 7TUf11Jr ypa</Jilr, <ivaAiY(Jv rd
reached onr times. xphf1ll'a. Epiphan. hl£res. 44, § 2.. 

~ He endeavored, in a work which he en. 4 Mjj~or Til. 'IovoaiCJV YPul'l'am. Olig.
titled" Conclusions," f11JAMYU1JlOi, to point c. Cels. lib. V. c. 54.
out the contradictions in the Old Testa. 
ment. 
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what he taught. Apelles seemed now to have lost all intere(Jt in w.
putes on these matters. "Let every man," said he, "stand fast by 
bis faith; for all that put their trust in Christ crucified, shall attain saJ.. 
vation, if they only prove their faith by their works." 

APPENDIX. 

Ooncerning the Worship or OultU8 of the Gnosis. 

The different tendencies of Gnosticism, which we have thus far COft. 
templated, had great influence also on the views which they entertained 
of divine worship. The reaction that sprang out of Gnosticism against 
the confounding together of the Jewish and Christian positions, and 
against the conversion of religion into an outward thing, could not fail 
to manifest itself strongly on thifl particular side. Indeed we have 
observed this already, in the declarations of Ptolemreus respecting fes
tivals and fasts. But that tendency, growing out of the Dualism of 
the Gnostics, to abstraction from the world and esttangement from all 
human affcctions, which stood opposed to the Christian principle insist
ing on the transfiguration of the natural and the human, must, when 
consistently carried out and pushed to the extreme, have led in the 
case of worship also to the rending asunder of what Christ, for man'g 
benefit, had put together. And the exaggerated value placed on 
knowledge in religion, - the twilight knowledge which set up itself as 
the supreme good,-might cnd in a proud contempt for all those means 
of grace which had been furnished in aid to the Christian liffl: a, 
similar tendency having in fact, at a still earlier period, grown out of 
the Jewish Gnosis at Alexandria. Accordingly we find those among 
the Christian Gnostics who said that salvation consisted in knowledge; 
in knowledge, man had all that he wanted. As the world of sense had 
sprung out of an alienation from the divine being, it was letting do'\fll 
the dignity of the transcendent things of God, to attempt representing 
them by sensuous, defective, perishable things.1 But the same theo
sophic tendency might bring with it too a symbolic cultus, full of myI!
terious pomp and ceremony; - as we see illustrated in the case of that 
sect of the Marcosians,2 from whom Irenreus derives the Idealists, men· 
tioned farther back, who discarded all external rites of religion. By 
virtue of the distinction between a p8ychical and a pneumatic Chririi
anity, they were led to distinguish also two kinds of baptism - a http
tism in the name of Jesus, the Messiah of the psychical natures, where
by believers obtained forgiveness of sin and the hope of eternal life in 

1 Their words are to be found in Irem~us, 
lib. I. c. 21, § 4: M~ Oelv TO Ti;r UpMTOV 
Kat UopaTOU OVVafJ-ew. fJ-V(JT~PtOV 01 "paTOW 
Ka2 T~apTow trrtut..eim'fat KTt(JfLUTWV, Kat 
TC,v aytVV~TWV Kat U(JWP.aTWV 01 alm'fllTwv 
leal (WfUlTtKWV. Elvat oe u;"t,av urro;"ii. 
Tp(j(!tV aVT~v T~V trriyvw,uv TOU UPP~TOV 
fttyHTov,. Theodoret. hreret. fab. I. c. 10. 
If the Calanians, attacked by Tertullian in 
his work, "de Baptismo," were identical 
with the Gnostic Cainite.s, with whom they 

are sometimes confounded, tbese Il\8t must 
also be placed in the same class, which 
would agree with their general tendency. 
But the reasons alleged by those Catanian8 
against the necessity of outward baptism, 
have no resemblance whatever to tbe wild, 
fanatical spirit of the Cainites j and ~e 
sect generally exhibits none of the Gno.1I.C 
peculiarities. 

2 Adherents of Mark. 



· AlIod ¥1M W'OSTIcs. 4'TT 

the kin~om or the Demiurge; and pneumatic baptism, ~ ~he name of 
the Christ from heaven united with Jesus, whereby the spmtual nature 
attained to self-COD$(liousness &nd. tt> perfection, anil entered into £elky",
ship with the Pleroma. The c~remooy of baptism and the baptismal 
fonnula probably differed with ~em, accor~g ru;; thc candidate 
received the first or the 8econd baptism, was receIved mto the class of 
psychical or into that of pneumatical Christians. The latter was prob
ably accompanied wit~ m?re pomp and parade than the form~r. Ac
cording to the Gnostic Idea, (see above,) -that the baptIzed and 
redeemed pneumatic nature entered into a spiritual marriage (syzygy) 
with itA! other half in the spiritual world, with the angel which with it 
constituted one whole, - they celebrated baptism as a wedding, and 
decorated the room where the ceremony took place, like a bridal cham
ber. One baptismal formula for the Pneumatics ran thus: "In the 
name which is hidden from all the divinities and powers, (of the De
miurge,) the name of truth,! which Jesus of Nazareth has put on in 
the light-zones of Christ, the living Christ, through the Holy Ghost, for 
the redemption of the Angels,2 - the name by which all things attain 
to perfection." The candidate then said; "I am established and re
deemed,s-I am redeemed in my soul from this world, and from all 
that comes from it, by the name of Jehovah, who has redeemed the 
soul of Jesus 4 by the living Christ." The whole assembly then said, 
" Peace (or salvation) to all on whom this name rests. " Next they 
bestowed on the person baptized the sign of consecration to the priestly 
office, by anointing with oil, customary also in the church, (see above ;) 
but the oil in this case was a costly balsam; for the precious, far
spreading fra.grance was intended to be a symbol of that transcendent 
bliss of the Pleroma which had been appointed for the redeemed. It is 
among these Marcosians we first meet with the ceremony of extreme 
unction. The dead were anointed with this balsam, mingled with water, 
and a form of prayer was pronounced over them, to the end that the 
souls of the departed might be able to rise, free from the Demiurge 
and a.ll his powers, to their mother, the Sophia.5 The Ophites also had 
similar forms of adjuration for the departed. To the same sect belonged 
too the well-known mystical table, (the 6taypo.ppa,) which contained a. 
symbolic representation of their system. . 

The protestant, reforming tendency of Marcion shows itself also in 
reference to the forms of worship. His simple, practical bent kept 

1 The UJ..~~Ela, self-manifestation of the 6 Iren. lib. I. c. 21. The practice of ex
Brtltoa. orcism at baptism was in accordance also 

I E/r },vrpl.ll1lV 6ntAIK~. To the same with the theory of the Gnostics respecting 
redemrtion, of which this spiritual nature, the indwelling of the various '/r'VEvp.ara 
IS wei as the angel belongmg to it, mnst VAlKO. until redemption. Exorcism (Mwp 
partake, in order that both might be capa lEOPKt,ofLEVO'V) occurs for the first time, 
ble qf entering into the Pleroma, which still earlier than in the North African 
neither could do separately, but only in mu church, (see above, I in the Didllscal. Ana.
tual union. tol. f. 800, col. II. D. It mav have been 

I 'EfrroeplyptU I«J~ AEAVrpt..ptu. See aboTe, cited here, however, not as a peculiarly 
GIl Hol'llS. Gnostic custom, but as belonging to the 
'I IUppoae that In t·be abe", formula .AIoandrian church generally. 

nlV 'It/trot) should be read instead of tvroii. 
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him remote from that mysticism which delights in outward pomp a.nd 
show; but at the same time also from a proud, contemplative ide~. 
His efforts, in this matter too, were aimed to restore the worship of 
God to the primitive Christian form, and he attacked many of the new 
regulations, as corruptions of that original simplicity.1 Thus he resisted 
the practice, which was now for the first time becoming common of 
dividing the service into the two portions of the missa catechumeno;um 
and the missa fidelium; since he required that the catechumens should 
share in all the privileges of their teachers,2 and not be dismissed at 
the beginning of the prayer introductory to the celebration of the 
supper. He supposed the holy rite could not be profaned by their 
presence. 

It would indeed stand in contradiction with what has just been said, 
if it is true, that Marcion was the author or the superstitious custom, 
- founded on a mistaken interpretation of 1 Corinth. 15 : 29, - of a 
representative baptism of the living for catechumens who had died; 
but it is without any reason whatever, that the introduction of such 
vicarious baptism is imputed to Marcion, to whose simple, evangelical 
spirit such a superstition was altogether unsuited. If the practice had 
become dominant among the Marcionites who in the fifth century had 
spread themselves among the country population of Syria, yet we 
should by no means be warranted to infer from the customs of such 
ignorant and uncultivated men, who were hardly capable of com· 
prehending the spirit of Marcion, that the practice was authorized by 
himself.3 

II. 1lfani and the ..Wanichceans. 

Christianity had come forth victorious out of the conflict with that re
action of the fundamental principle of the old world, which we have 
contemplated in the Gnostic sects. Christian Theism had vanquished 
Oriental Dualism. Gnosticism had accomplished its destined work. It 
had aroused men's minds to a self·active appropriation and digestion of 
Christian truth, brought to clearer consciousness the peculiar essence 
of Christianity, and the subject-matter of its principal doctrines. After 
Gnosticism had entered thus deeply into the progressive movement of 
Christian doctrine and theology, it retired into the back.ground; it 
endured only in its subsequent influences; but it was not till a later 
period that these received their greater significancy as reactions against 
the catholic, or Jewish-Christian element still further developed. 

When, howevcr, the period of Gnosticism had already passed, a new 

1 In all probability Tertullian had in 
view particularly the Marcionites, when he 
says of the heretics, (Prrescript. c. 41:) 
Simplicitatan volunt esse prostrationem dis
ciplinre, cujus penes nos curam lenociniwn 
vocant. 

2 To this point, Marcion, by his forced 
interpretation, applied the passage in Gal. 
S: S. See vol. I. p. 328. 

8 Tertullian (de res. carnis c. 48, and adv. 
Marcion, I. V. c. 10) by no means 80 ex
presses himself, as if such a substitutive 

baptism was anywhere practised in hi~ ?~ 
time, but he only supposes the possibility 
that such a custom existed in the time of 
the apostle, and that the latter spoke in 
reference to it; and in the latter place, he 
considers in fact another explanation of 
1 Cor. 15: 29, as the more probable one. 
As to Chrysostom's remarks on this pas· 
sage, they can apply only to m,!-ny of t1!-e 
ignorant Marcionites of hiS own tl1ne, but In 
no wise to Marcion himself, lind the older 
Ma.rc~nites. 
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attempt was made by the Persian Mani or. ~an~s, towards the. c!ose of 
the third century to blend together ChrlSbamty and the rehgIOns of 
ancient Asia. Su'ch attempts were. c.alled forth by the inner ~elation 
of Christianity to those anci~nt rehgIOn~; for the fa~ts of whlc~ the 
gospel witnesses - redemption, the umon 'Of God wIth humanlty
answer to a. fundamental want of the religious nature, which powerfully 
revealed it8elf in those old religions, and anticipated, in fantastic 
caprice that which was destined to be given, in the fulness of the 
times ht the form of historical reality.1 Superficial contemplation, or 
conte~plation too much .chained ~own to. t~e .posit~on of the ancie~t 
world might therefore, In comparmg Chnstiamty WIth those old reh
gions; iinagine that it had found again the same divin.e element, only 
in a more multiform shape. But all becomes a dIfferent matter, 
throucrh the different notion,. lying at bottom, of the Divine Being, of 
his relation to the world, of the creation; - since in those nature-reli· 
gions, i~tead of the. idea of t?e personal, li~n~ G~d, such as ?e de
clares ·himself to be III revelation, the PanthelstIC VIew predommates. 
Hence the seeming resemblance must transform itself into an essential 
difference; and if those old religions, in consideration of such a sup
posed relationship, were to be transported into Christianity, it could be 
no otherwise effected, than by severing Christianity itself from its nat
ural connection with the preparatory revelation of religion in Judaism, 
and by fusing it with a Pantheistic nature-religion, transforming it into 
an entirely different thing. 

Manicheism differs from Gnosticism mainly in this respect, that in the 
former, the element of old Oriental theosophy introduces itself to a far 
greater extent into Christianity, appropriating it as a symbol for ideas 
foreign to itself, 80 that the Christian terms often appear here only as 
mere accidents. Moreover, in this system, which grew up in countries 
whither no influence of Platonic philosophy and of Jewish theology had 
penetrated, the Oriental theosophy could not become mixed up with 
ideas which were derived from such SOUrces. More especially we find 
gleaming through the Manichean system, the Zoroastrian doctrines on 
the conflict of Ormuzd and Ahriman, which we have already observed 
in the Gnostic systems. It is not to be mistaken, that Mani made the 
centre of the Parsic view of religion his point of departure; that he 
was for reconciling with one another, for fusing together in one, the 
Zoroastrian and the Christian religions. But the remarks which have 
been already made respecting the opposition in the whole spiritual ten
dency between Gnosticism and the original Parsism,2 is to be applied 
to Manic~eism also, and indeed is here still more strongly marked. 
That leamng to a morose estrangement from the world, which is alto
gether alien from the original Parsism, constitutes a characteri~tic dif
ference between the la.tter and Manicheism. In Manicheism we find 
the a.!m to be perfection, the utmost possible estrangement fro~ all that· 
pertains to the world; in Parsism, plastic influence on the world; _ 

1 It it in sach resemblances of the Chris· tullian thought he discovered the ingenia 
tiaD element in the old religion, d1IIt Ter- diaboli qUaldam de divinis affectantis. 

I See above, p. 376. 
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and this practical opposition stands connected with the radical difFer
ence in t~e w~ol~ mode of look.ing at ~hings. According to the origi
nal Parslsm, It IS a pure creatIOn, whICh proceeds from Ormuzd, into 
which Ahriman introduces a disturbing, destroying influence. Hence 
the genuine champion in the service of Ormuzd has to combat this influ
ence. According to the Manichean theory, an evil principle is at work 
in the whole creation, which holds in bondage the elements springing 
out of the kingdom of light. Deliverance· from this bondage, so that 
the liberated spirit may become once more united with its original foun
tain, is therefore the highest end to be attained. Now it is true, that 
to account for this radical difference, it might be deemed sufficient to 
suppose th3t by a mixture of Parsism with Christianity, and especially 
with Christianity apprehended after a one-sided, ascetic manner, the 
character of Parsism itself must have undergone great alterations. It 
may be conceived, that the commixture of two systems might have 
given birth to a third, wearing in its general aspect, and in its details, 
a type different from either. Yet there is a great deal in Manicheism, 
- as, for example, the doctrine of metempsychosis, of a fettered soul 
throughout the whole of nature; that reverence shown by the perl'ect 
Manichean for all life in nature, which sprang ont of his belief that 
he saw the same spirit of heavenly origin, more or less imprisoned and 
confined, in all natural objects; the cautious fear, thence resulting, of 
injuring even the leaf of a tree, - which witnesses of a striking affinity 
of Manicheism with that religion, the most widely extended of all in 
Asia, which, through its institutions akin to the monasticism of the mid
dle ages, and through the feelings of gentleness and of self-sacrificing 
benevolence which it excited, became to many tribes of people a means 
of transition from the wildest barbarism to semi-civilization, -we mean 
the Buddhaist religion. 1 Add to this, that we are not merely led to 
such a result by comparing the inner character of the two systems, but 
that moreover there are quite distinct outward and historical indica.
tions, going to show that Mani attached himself to Buddhaism, and 
visited countries where the Buddhaist missionaries and pilgrims had 
already spread themselves. 

Among the predecessors of Mani, if we may so consider one from 
whose writings Mani is supposed to have largely drawn, Western tradi
tion, which grew out of many misapprehended facts, names Buddas j 
and of him it is related, that he pretended to be born miraculously of a 
virgin. Something similar occurs also in the tales relative to the birth 
of Buddha who appeared in humanity. Later Manicheans taught ex
pressly, that Mani, Buddas, Zoro3.'lter, Christ, and the Sun are the 
same; 2 - and this view agrees entirely with the Buddhaist doctrine, 

1 In the first edition of my Church His folded this relationship, and thus opened a 
tory, I had alluded only in a cursory way new path for the genetic exposition of Man
to the relationship of Manicheism and icheism. 
Buddbaism'j it is the great merit of Dr. 2 Tilv Zapaoav "al BovJiiv Kal TOV XptU
Baur, constituting an epoch in this depart TOV Kal Tilv Mavq:aiov "al TOV ~/.,ov [va 
ment of history, that in his work on the "al TOV aVTov tivat. See Jacob. Tollii 
Manichean system of religion, (Ziibingen, insignia itinerarii ltalici. Tra.ject. 169&. 
1831,) he has more flllly eJiliibited and un- Pag.l34. 
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that Buddha. presented himself on earth at different times, unde: dif
ferent forms of human existence, true or apparent shapes, and m all 
these different forms of manifestation, announced the same religion. 

Mani is said moreover, to have retired to a cave in the province of 
Turkistan fro~ whence he eame forth with the pretension of having 
received ;pecial revelations. Now sacred grottos o.c~upied an. import
ant place among the holy things of th~ Buddha rehglO.n; and l~ mod
ern times such monuments of Buddhrusm have been dIscovered m the 
districts bordering on Persia and Bactria.1 

It is in the highest degree probable, that in the public appearances 
of Mani, t.wo epochs are to be distinguished, - and this view of the 
matter is also confirmed by indications in the historical notices, - the 
first, when his aim was simply to reconcile and blend together Parsism 
and Christianity; the second, after he had become acquainted in his 
travels with Buddhaism, from which a new light arose within him, and 
he supposed that he first att.ained, from this new position, to a better 
understanding of the truth in all the three religions. Dualism, with 
him, must now gradually pass over more completely into pantheistic 
Monoism. For we cannot help considering Buddhaism, although the 
fact hag heen denied by many in modern times, as one phase of the 
appearance of Pantheism; since indeed we must consider as such every 
doctrine which does not recognize God as a self-conscious, free causal
ity of existence, acting with a view to certain purposes or ends. The 
Dualism of the Buddha system is of altogether another kind from that 
of the Parsic. It is not a positive kingdom of evil that stands opposed 
to the kingdom of good, and with a corrupting influence mixes into its 
creation; but by Dualism here nothing else is expressed, than that the 
Divine Being is under the necessity of passing out of itself, and over 
into manifestation; - and, the problem then is, how to return back from 
this manifestation into pure being. The same may be said of this form 
of Dualism, in its connection with the pantheistic element, as was said 
of the apparent N eo-Platonic Dualism, described in a former part of 
this work. There are two factors, the Spirit-God, and nature, or mat
ter. When the Spirit passes out from itself into nature, then springs 
into existence the phenomenal world7 the world of appearance, of San
sara - the Maia. The Spirit becomes ever more coagulated in nature, 
more completely estranged from itself, even to entire unconsciousness. 
In man, it returns back through various stages of development and 
purification once more to itself; till, wholly released from the bonds of 
natural force, afJ:er being stripped of all limited, individual existence 
it be.comes conscious of its oneness with the primal Spirit, from which 
al~ life hag flowed, and passes over into the same. This is becoming 
Nlrwa?a. The antithesis is obvious - the Spirit, in its estrangement 
fro~ Itself, the world of. manifestation. o.r of appearance, (Sansara, 
Mala;) and the pure bemg of the Spmt, (the Nirwana.) It is a. 

1 See the work of C. Ritter. Die Stu- Kolosse von Bamivan. Berlin, 1838. S. 
pa'e, oder die architektonischen Denkmale 30, u. d. f. 
der indo-baktrischen KOnigsstrasse nnd die 
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characteristic mark of the Buddhaist mode of contemplation,and an 
evidence of the Monoism lying at the root {)f this Dualism, when we 
find it described as the highest stage of perfection, that the Sansara 
and the Nirwana become one for consciousness; the Spirit is no longer 
affected at all by the appearance, can energize freely in connection with 
it, and amidst the world of appearance, recognizing this as appearance 
and in its necessity, holds fast only the pure being-the entire onenese 
of the world on this side, and the world beyond time.1 Thus Buddha 
lets himself down to the world of Sansara for the redemption of the 
souls therein confined, and both are one to him. 

Mani adopted the Zoroastrian Dualism, in all cases where he repre
sented his ideas in images of sense; but he introduced into these sym
bols Buddhaist notions. Now we meet with diverse forms of represen
tation of the :J.fanichean system - those in which the Parsic drapery 
appears the more prominent, - where an active kingdom of evil is ex
hibited in its attacks on the kingdom of light; and those which seem tQ 
have more of a Grecian coloring, and in which the great point of di&
cussion is the opposition between God and matter.2 We might indeed 
suppose, that the latter mode of representation sprung from a transfer 
of Mani'a doctrines into the Hellenic form of culture; but if we bear in 
mind the Buddhaistic principles into which Mani fused the Zoroastrian 
ideas, we shall rather perceive here the original form of apprehension, 
answering to the Buddha system; and Mani himself may perhaps have 
expressed himself differently, according as he preferred to employ con
ceptions and forms of the understanding, after the manner of Buddhaism, 
or chose the Parsic mode of representation by means of symbols. 

If we consider the two systems of religion which Mani placed in 
combination with Christianity, in their relation to the latter, the whole 
matter will shape itself as follows. The religion of Zoroaster presents, 
in the doctrine concerning the conflict between the kingdoms of good 
and of evil, concerning the mission of the servants of Ormuzd to exert 
a plastic influence on the world, and thus to counteract the destructive 
influence of Ahriman - in the doctrine concerning the final victory 
awaiting the kingdom of light, and the regeneration of the world, which 
is to purify it from all disorders, and concerning the resurrection, a. 
point of coalescence and union with Christianity. Moreover, the cen· 

1 This difference of Sansara and Nir· 
wana is a main position of Buddhaistic 
wisdom; see Schmidt's Essays on the fun
damental doctrines of Buddhaism, in the 
Memoirs of the Petersburg Academy of 
Scien~es, vol. I. 1832, p. 223 and 235,
also, the History of the Eastern Moguls, 
written from the Buddhaistic point of view, 
with a German tmnslation by Schmidt, 
published at Petersburg in 1829, where on 
page 271 it is said of a wise man. that "he 
followed the doctrine of the nothingness of 
all things, and attained to the knowledge 
that there is nothing terrible either in San
slU'a or Nirwana." We may here compare 
the language of Jacob Bwhman, which, it 

m~st be allowed, admits of being under
stood also in another sense than that of the 
pantheistic Buddhaism: -" He to whom 
eternity is as time, and time as eternity, is 
delivered from all strife." I have taken for 
the basis of my exhibition of Buddhaist 
doctrines, particularly the essays of S~hmidt 
just referred to, and those which are found 
in the same collection of Memoirs for the 
year 1834, vol. II. 

2 So says Alexander of Lycopolis, in hig 
work against the Manicbeans, in Combefis. 
Grrecorum patrum auctarium novissimum. 
Paris, 1672, P. II. f. 4, where he says of 
Mani: apxdr tTiihro iteo'll /Ca~ iiA.'l'll. 
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tral idea. of Christianity, the idea of redemption gen~rally> might per
haps lend itself to the here pre-supposed n~ed of purificat!on; but the 
more determinate apprehension of the notlOn of re~emphon., the do~
trine of a personal historical Redeemer, was somethmg foreIgn to this 
system. On the ~ther hand, Buddhai~m testifies most distinctly to ~he 
consciousness of the need of a redemptIon, and that too of a redemptIon 
brought about through atrue entrance of the divine essence into the 
forms of human nature - the incarnation of the Buddha. But this re
semblance between Christian and Buddhaistic ideas is still only an ap
parent one; since . t~e Christian noti~n ~f the .redemption and of ~he 
Redeemer is condItIoned by the ChnstIan notlOn of that from which 
man is to be redeemed, the notion of sin, and of Him who is the su
preme causality of the redemption, of God. But the Chr~tian !lotion 
of sin, which is grounded on the freedom of the creat~re? IS foreIgn t:o 
Buddhaism. The world of appearance, the Sansara, IS, In so far as It 
holds the spirit in oppression and confinement, the cause of all evil. 
Hence the tempter, in the sense of Buddhaism, who answers to Satan 
in the Christian representati~m, is not an intelligence fallen from his al
legiance to God, nor even, a8 in the Parsic system, an originally evil 
principle; but he is the king of the Shimnus, (Demons,) standing at 
the head of the third world, which is the world of sensual pleasures and 
of changeable forms, who, for the purpose of keeping the souls confined 
in the Sansara, of preventing them from rising to the Nirwana, charms 
and deceives them with many a delusive show; - nature personified, 
which seeks to retain everything within her enchanted circle, whose en
ticements the spirit must resist in order to attain to freedom. Redemp
tion is therefore the release of the soul from the bonds of Sansara, from 
the circle through which the spirits fettered in the bonds of nature 
must wander,- the metempsychosis, the spirit's return to itself. The 
final end is the becoming Nirwana. That whereby this end is reached, 
is coming to the knowledge of the essence of the spirit, and of the 
world of appearance. And as Buddhaism knows no personal God, but 
substitutes in place of him the general notion of spirit; it follows that 
it could have nothing to say on the subject of God becoming man in a 
determinate person,-of a redemption accomplished by this person once 
for all; but a multitude of Buddha manifestations are supposed, which 
found the beginnings of the differ~nt periods in the history of the world; 
and every man, by freeing himself from the bonds of the Sansara is 
capable of raising himself finally to the dignity of a Buddha; for in 'all 
there existed in fact one and the same spirit. In Mani's doctrine con
cerning Christ, and concerning the electis, we shall find much which is 
!n affinity with these views, only mixed up with Parsic and Christian 
ideas. 

In its determination of the ultimate end to which the conflict of the 
kingdom of light with t~e .ki~gdom of darkness is to lead, Parsism ap
proaches nearer to Chnstiamty than Buddhaism· for what the latter 
considers as the ultimate end of the redempti~e manifestations of 
.Buddha is, to deprive nature of spirit, and after the spirit shall have 
gathered to itself every kindred element held bound under the fetters 
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of Sansara, its return to the orIginal unity of the universal spirit. We 
shall see how Mani's doctrine agrees in this respect more with Buddha,. 
ism than with Parsism. Taking the whole together, we cannot deny, 
that although Buddhaism comprises in itself, besides the notion of re
demption, insulated practical elements, such as the doctrine of self-sac
rificing love, self-denial, which might properly 1;>e received into a Chris
tian connection, yet in the main Parsism has more that is in affinity 
with Christianity than Buddhaism, and that the predominant spirit of 
speculative Buddhaism might easily exert an influence on the Christian 
doctrines brought in connection with it of such sort, as to deprive them 
of their true Christian substantiality; - a remark which we shall find 
corroborated by a closer examination of Manicheism. 

When we have convinced ourselves of the fact, that an outward and 
inner connection exists between Manicheism and Buddhaism, the result 
we have arrived at may also have some tendency to modify our views 
respecting the relation of several Gnostic systems to Buddhaism. It 
requires, no doubt, especial caution to avoid falling into the error of 
tracing to such outward influences, what may be satisfactorily and suffi
ciently explained from inward similarity of spirit.1 Analogies of this 
sort, having their origin in the mind, independent of outward influences, 
will be found often recurring in the historical development of Christian
ity, wherever corruptions of purely Christian truth have sprung up;
these will betray themselves precisely in this, that the earlier stages of 
religious development became once more dispersedly (sporadically) in
termingled and confounded; and to this category will belong also the 
pantheistic element of Buddhaism.2 But now if we find in Manicheism 
so much that is in affinity with the earlier Gnostic systems, and the 
derivation of the former from the influence of Buddhaism is a point set
tled on historical grounds, the question may arise, perhaps, whether we 
have not to suppose a common source, from which those earlier systems 
drew as well as this last? 3 

Let us now first cast a glance at the early education of Mani. Re
lating to his history, we possess two distinct sources of information, which 
agree in only a few particulars, while in all other respects they are in 
direct contradiction to each other, the Greek and the Oriental sources. 
The account of Cyril of Jerusalem, of Epiphanius, of the ecclesiastical 
historians in the fourth and fifth centuries, all point to one common 

1 Thus Schmidt, in his Essay on the af story occurring in the life of St. Frltncis, 
finity of gnostico-theosophic doctrines with we see in this latter cltse, how nearly the 
the religious systems of the East, especial aberrlttion of an eccentric religious feeling 
ly Buddhaism, (Leipsic, 1828,) has evident mlty graze on a foreign position, which re
ly 2:one too far in this. fuses to enter into the connection of Chris

2"'When, in the legends of Buddhaism, it tian consciousness. 
is related of a Buddha, that he addressed 8 For example, the gradual de-spiritllaJ. 
himself to fishes and birds, and that these izing of the world in the Ophitic system; 
devoutly listened to him, and thus the way the completely Buddhaist idea, that he who 
was prepared for the emancipation of the has attltined to the Nirwa.na in the midst of 
spirit imprisoned in these creatures from the Sltnsltrlt, is lord over the Sltnsara, CltO 
the bonds of Sltnsara, the story is entirely perform all miracles; that he is even supe
consistent with the position held by this rior to the mundane deities, who are beings 
pantheistic, religious consciousness. But, still 8Ubject to change, in Carpocratianism. 
on the other hand, when we find a simila.r 

http:Nirwa.na


485 

1JtQro6 ; 1-,- tN Acta of .. ~tatiOD, said to have been held with 
Yani by A.rc~ bishop of Cucar.z But those Acts have come 
down'to us, to ~y the least, in & veI1 questionable shape. Wi~h the 
exception of some few fragments, which have been preserved ill the 
Greek, they a.ppe&r only in a Latin tr:mmation from the Gre~k docume.nt, 
and this Greek work is perha.ps nothmg more than an unfaIthful verSIOn 
from the Syriac.8 The!JC Acts manifestly ~ontain a. disconnecte? story, 
8&VO~ in no smaJl degree of the romantic. Although there IS some 
truth IJlng at bottom- as we must allow there is much in the represe~
ta.tion of the doctrines which wears the appearance of truth, and IS 

confirmed also by its agreement with other representations, - yet the 
Greek author seems, from ignorance of Eastern languages and cus
wms, to have introduced a great deal that is u,ntrue, by bringing in 
and confounding together discordant stories, to the neglect of aJl criti
cism, and with an unsparing indulgence of exaggeration.' How difficult 
it waa for a Greek to transport himself out of his own world, a.nd to 
form any just conception of national peculiarities wholly foreign to his 
own, is what everyone knows. 

In some few points, we may, even with such scanty means as we 
poII8ess for deciphering this historical enigma, come upon the trace of 
th~ misapprehended facts lying at the bottom of these stories. The 
first origin of the Manichean doctrines is to be derived from a Saracen 
merchant, Scythianus by name, who, it is said, by many journeys to Asia, 
Egypt and Greece, accumulated a large fortune, and at the same time 
acquired an intimate knowledge of the Oriental and of the Greek phi
losophies. This Scythianus lived not far from the times of the apostles 
-& statement indeed which the story itself proves is an anachronism; 
w otherwise Mani would have lived but a few generations after the 
same period. The heir and disciple of Scythianus is said to have been 
a Qerta.in Terebinth, who afterwards called himself Buddas. We have 
already stated what, without any question, is to be understood here by 
the name Buddas.li Now if it is clear, that by l3uddas we are not to un

1 XUllebius, who wrote before this source says, (Photius, cod. 95,) that a certain He
ot infonnation became known, could say gemoniu8 was the compiler of thOIJe Gre
aot.hing relative ID Mani's personal hisIDry. cian Acts. 

t. It: there is no mistake here in the name,' 4 Beausobre properly rejected the West
- if it WIL8 not rather Canblll, <l,ry,) in em n~rra.tive~, whose want of authenticity 
lfesopotamia, - according ID what we must he satlsfactonly proved, and confined him· 
allow ID be a very nncertain conjecture. self wholly ID th~ Oriental. The objections 

• Jerome reports, (de vit. illustr. 72,) that urged by.Moshelm against this course, pas. 
these Acts were written originally in Syriac' sess but little force. 
bat tbe lint oriental author who shows any Ii It' has been justly observed, that the 
acquaintance with these Acts 'i\1U a church· Greek name Tepe(3iv1ior is perhaps only a 
teacher, who wrote about tho vear 978 8ev· translation of the Chaldee MOt:Jl3 by which 
ems, bishop. of As~onina in' Egypt.' See in the Targums the Hebre~ wo:d ;'!"M is 
Beuaadot .hlSt. Patriarch..Alex. p. 40. His rendered, which the Alexandrians tra~~late 
account dilf'e,:,,~ however, In many respects, T~pe(3iv>'}o~. A th h th· h be
from the reVISion of tbe Acts which hili >. n? er ypo eSI8 as en 
celDe down to UB. It is indeed much more started by ~tter, m the work above referred 
limple; a fact which seem. ID show tJiat Il?t p. 29,. VIZ. that the G~ized name Tere
bil capy of the Acu W61 not the _lUll with ~S.19 b~ on 8 predlc,ate of Buddh&: 
"'"' bl&t another of tJie same kind' &net ongmatmg In ~ose co~ntnes when: Mant 
perhaps the on 'nal fl'Olll. which oar~..... Deame. 1Alq1lllll1teci WIth. Buddha.is~,
derived. He~an bishop of Chalced T~Hmtu, lord of the HlDdoos. It 18 a .., 41-on, poUlt OIl wblch noshing certain can be .... 
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~erstand a~lJ h!stor~ca~ ~erson, the name Scythian a~s?, as the dcsigna
tlOn of a historIcal mdlvldual, becomes thereby SUSplClOUS. It is very 
natural to take it as simply a geographical name, having reference to 
those populations among which Buddhaism first extended itself. Mean
while we venture not, however, to express a decided opinion on the 
point, as lctters of Mani, addressed to a person of this name, are cited. l 

The Oriental accounts possess a great deal more internal coherence 
and consistency. They are found, it is true, in historians of much 
more recent date than the Grecian sources; but the Oriental writers 
have undoubtedly made use of older records, in availing themselves of 
which, thcy were not liable to fall into the same errors with the Greeks.2 

To undel'stal1l1 the appearance of such a man as Mani, we must fig. 
ure to ourselves the circumstances and relations under which he was 
educated. Bf birth he was a rersian; but it may be a question, 
whether the name of the country should be understood here in the 
stricter sense, 01' whether it refe;s only to some province belonging to 
the great Persian empire. In favor of the latter, might be adduced 
the fact that Mani composed his works in the Syriae language; whence 
we might infcr that he was a native of one of those provinces of the Per
sian empire, where Syriu,c was the vernacular tongue. This fact, how
ever, by itself, proves nothing; for even without this supposition, it would 
easily admit of being expbined, that as the Syriac, through the inti
mate connection of the Persian Christians with the Syrian church, 
might even thus early havc become the language of books among the Per
sian theologians, - so J'Lmi Illay have been induced to employ this lan
guage, (although it was not his native tongue,) hoping by this means to 
promote the more general inkoduction of his doctrines into other coun
tries. It is said, that he sprang from a family of the Magians, (the 
Persian sacerdotal caste;) that at the age of manhood he passed over 
to Christianity, and became presbyter of a church in Ehvaz or Ahvaz, 
principal city of the Persian province Huzitis ; -whatevcr may be the 
accura,ey of these statements. At any rate, it is quite probable that 
Mani was educated in the religion of Zoroaster, and embraced Christi
anity at some later period of life. 

Weare uot sufficiently informed with regard to his early history to 
be a,ble to detcrmine whether, in the outset, he abandoned the religion 
of his fathers and embraced Christianity from honest conviction, and 
afterwards, rcpclled by the form in which the latter was presented in 
the church doctrine, was led to revive in his soul the fundamental ideas 
of his earlier religions mode of thinking, aud now hecame satisfied that 
by c01D1Jillitlg it \vith these, he first placcd Christianity in the true and 
propel' light; 01' whether he had becH attracted from thc first only by 
the ailinit'y of Christianity with many Persian ideas, without noting the 

~crtRiTlrcl. l'oRsihlv Tcrchinth mfty h,t'.'e Bihliothcqllc Ol"icnta\c, Rllh V. Mani, - in 
1,,'cn a hi,lori('al I.er"m, 10 whom- many the PCI'si:t11 historian Mi"khonrl's History 
thing"- ",,:rihe<l 10 Bu(ldlm had Lecn Iran;· of the ~a":llIi(lcR, ~itcd in Silvestre (1c Racy 
ferrer!' :I-femoircs sur (\i,-crscs anliqnites de la Pcrse. 

Vit!o l'aLricii Lib!. Grille. vo!' VII. f. 1>:tri5, 179:1. In Abull'harag. and pocoeke 
316. 	 Specimen hist. Arab, 


2 The oriental narratives in Herbelot's 
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essential difference between resembling ideas, according to their pecu
liar mode of apprehension and position in Christianity and in the ~er
sian relicrion . so that from the beginning he had only been constructmg 
for hims~lf a'religious system of his own, by the fusion together of Per
sian and Christian elements. 

By the reestablishment of the ancient Persian empire, after the ex
pulsion of the Parthians, the effort. ~ad been .caHed forth a:mong the 
Persians, to restore the ancient relIgIOn of theIr fathers, pUrIfied from 
foreign elements, to its original splendor. The consequence was, that 
disputes arose on the question, what was to be considered the pure doc
trine of Zoroaster; and particularly on several points which had been 
left undecided by the previous religious tradition, as for example, 
whether a primal essence was to be supposed, exalted above the two 
conflicting principles. Councils were held for the purpose of investi
gatinO' the questions in dispute; and pretended prophets arose, who 
were °for settling every difficulty by divine inspiration. l The religion 
of Zoroaster, which now acquired fresh power, and set itself to oppose 
all the foreign religions that had before been tolerated, was brought 
into collision also with Christianity, which had been suffered to make 
progress without disturbance under the Parthian government. Under 
such circumstances, the thought might shape itself, in a man of a lively 
and profound mind, like Mani, that he was called to be the author of 
such a refoflDation of Christianity, now corrupted by the intermixture 
of Judaism, as should sever it from its connection with the latter, and 
bring it into more intimate union with ideas of the Zoroastrian religion. 
Mani - as was afterwards done by Mohammed - declared himself to 
be the Paraclete, promised by Christ.2 By this he in nowise under
stood the Holy Ghost, but a human person, an enlightened teacher 
promised by Christ, who was to bring out still more distinctly the reli
gion re"vealed by him, in his own spirit, purify it from the corruptions 
of Ahriman, especially from those which had sprung from the inter
mingling of Judaism, and lead the faithful to the consciousness of those 
truths which men in the earlier times were not yet in a condition to 
understand. By him that perfect knowledge should be given, of which 
Paul had also spoken as a knowledge reserved for some future period, 
1 Cor. 13: 10.8 Accordingly Mani could denominate himself at one 
and the same time the promised Paraclete and the apostle of Christ; 
as indeed he began the letter in which he designed to unfold the fun
daJ?ental doctrines of his religious system (the epistola fundamenti, 
whICh was so famous among the Manicheans) with the following words: 
" Mani, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, through the election of 
God the Father. These are the words of salvation from the eternal 
and living fountain." 4 

He first made his appearance, with these pretensions, near the close 

1 See Hyde hist. relig. vet. Pers. p. 276. antiq. ed. Basnage and Galland. bib!. patr. 
Memoires sur diverses antiquites de la Perse T. V. f. 326. 
par S. de Saey, p. 42 B See Acta cum Felice Manichreo, lib. I.

See Mirkhond in 8acy, p. 204. - Tit. c. 9. Opp. AuguBtini, T. VIII. 
&str. c. Manich. lib. III. in Canisii lect. • Augustin. c. epist. fun<iamenti, c. 5. 

I 
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of the reign of the Persian king Shapur I., (Sapor,) about 270. To 
an ardent, profound mind, and lively imagination, be united various 
knowledge, and practical skill in the arts, of which he availed himself 
for the purpose of diffusing his doctrines. As a mathematician and 
astronomer, he is said to have been distinguished among his countrl" 
men; 1 the fame of his talents as a painter lasted for a long time m 
Persia. In the outset, he succeeded in conciliating the favor of tP..&t 
prince; but when his heretical doctrines, as they were regarded by 
the Magians, came to be known, he was obliged, - if any confidence 
can be placed in the later legends, and the hypothesis was not invented 
simply to account for the different portions of which his doctrine is con. 
stituted, - to seek safety from persecution by flight. He now made 
distant journeys to India, and even to China; and tarried for a con
siderable time in the province of Turkistan. At all events, an impor
tant effect in the shaping of his system is to be ascribed to his longer 
residence in the last-mentioned province, where he became acquainted 
with Buddhaism; and this acquired so great an influence on his mind, 
that a peculiar stamp was thereby given to his whole mode of thinking 
and a wider range to his aims, which now embraced in their scope the 
blending together of all the three religions into one. From one of the 
grottos consecrated to Buddhaism, he issued forth, with those symbolic 
pictures which were designed to represent, for immediate intuition, the 
doctrines made known to him, as he pretended, in his retirement, by 
divine revelations. These emblems were long preserved in lively re
membrance among the Persians, under the name of Ertenki-Mani. 

After the death of Sapor, in 272, Mani returned to Persia,wher~ 
he was well received, together with his pictures, by Hormuz, (Hormis
das,) Sapor's successor. The latter assigned to him, as a safe place 
of residence, the castle of Deskereh at Chusistan in Susiana. But 
this prince, after a reign of less than two complete years, was suc
ceeded by Behram, (Varanes.) He also appeared at first favorably 
disposed towards Mani; but perhaps only in semblance, and with a 
view to lull him and his followers into security. He caused a disputa.
tion to be held betwixt Mani and the Magians, of which the result was, 
that Mani was pronounced a heretic. Refusing to recant, he was flared 
alive,2 and his skin stuffed and hung before the gates of the city DJOll
dishapur in 277,3 to terrify his followers. 

Let us now proceed to unfold the Buddhaist-Zoroastrian-Christian sys
tem of doctrines taught by Mani. 

It is still a disputed question, whether, in the doctrine of Zoroaster, 
absolute Dualism is the starting-point, and the hypothesis of a common 
principle of derivation lying at the ground of both Ormuzd and Ahri
man - time without end and without beginning, the Zervan Acarene, 

1 Who, however, possessed no great know 2 A cruel mode of punishment, which 
led~e, doubtless, in these sciences. Yet it is was doubtless resorted to in the East. 
highly probable that a good deal in his sys SThe chronology in this case is, it m1lllt 
tem stood closely connected, even when di be admitted, quite nncertain. 
vested of its mythical dress, with a partial 
IIJld defective knowledge of these sciences. 
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&1l8Wering to the Gnostic alQJI, fltf6Or, i? the Neo-~latonic ~v - sp~ang 
6rst out ora 9Jiecula.tive need ofreducmg :~e duah~y to a hIgher ~n~ty; 
or wbether tbe recognition of such an ongmal UI~lty was. the ongmal 
principle and this bad only become suppressed III conscIOuS thou.ght 
through ihe predominant dualistic form of the religion as a practICal 
system of living. F~m th~ proclamation, still.ex~ant,t. of the Persi~n 
general and Grand-vizIer Mlhr Nerseh, after hIS Ill.vaslOn of Arme~Ia, 
in 450, it is clear, that the acknowledgment of a prImal essence, whIch 
existed before the antithesis pronounced in the creation, was reckoned 
to the Persian orthodoxy. We find here a view of ~he matter whi~h is 
a.kin to that Gnostic scheme that reduced the DualIsm to a MonOlsm,2 
and supposed the antithesis of good and evil as something necessary in 
the evolution of life from God. The first germ of evil is here derived 
from the supreme essence, from the great god Zervan himself. This is 
the Perhap8, which God spake, the principle of doubt, of uncertainty, 
which must some time make its appearance, before everything could 
form iUielf out into a certain and stable existence.3 The opposite doc
trine of an absolute Dualism, was maintained by the Magusreian sect,4 
and the latter was the scheme followed by Mani. Thus he was able 
to transfer the Persian Dualism into the Buddhaist opposition of spirit 
and matter. 

He supposed accordingly two principles, absolutely opposed to each 
other, with their opposite creations; on the one side God, the original 
good, from whom nothing but good can proceed, from whom all destruc
tion, pUllishment, corruption is alien, - the primal light, from whom 
pure light radiates; - on the other side, original evil, which can work 
only by destroying, decomposing, - whose essence is wild, self-conflict
ing uproar; matter, darkness, out of which flow powers of an altogether 
corresponding nature,- a world full of smoke and vapor, and at the 
same time full of fire that burns only without shining. These two king
doms subsisted at first wholly separate from one another. The Su· 
preme God was the king of the empire of light, as the original source 
of an emanation-world in affinity with himself; and most nearly con
nected with him were these lEans, the channels for the diffusion of 
light from that primal light, to whom, as representatives of the Supreme 
GOO, was transfelTed his own name; who therefore might be styled dei
ties, without infraction of the honor due to the primal essence alone. I) 
In the letter in which Maniexhibited the fundamental doctrines of his 

1 First communicated by St. Martin in I perhaps to obtain a son, Vonnist, (Or
hiB Memoires historiques et geographiqucs muzd,) who will create heaven and earth 1 ' 
sur l'Armenie. Paris, 1819. T. II. p. 472, and he bcg'at two in his body, one bv vir
- but more fully, after another recension, tue of his pmyer. the other, because he 
in the history of the religious WIlTS between said perlw.ps." The 1irst was Ahriman, 
Armenia and Persia, composed by the Ar· the son of doubt, the principle. which 
menian bishop, Elisreus, and translated from makes everything a question. We here 
the Armeuian into English by Prof. New- perceive the fountain-head of later Chris· 
man. London, 1830. P. 11, IF. . tian sects, in which Satan was designated

See above, p. 375. as the first· born. . 
• 'fbi. FemRrkable view i. exprened in 4 See Shahristani, in Hyde, 1. c. p. 295. 

the (ollowin!> language. "Before beaven 6 Like the .Amshaspands, Ized of the 
or earth eXisted, the great god Zervan Panian religion.
prayed a thousand yean, and spake: 'WlIS 

I 
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religion,! he thus describes this Supreme God eflthroned in hi!! kingdom 
of light: 2 "Over the kingdom of light, ruled God the Father, etemal 
in his sacred race, glorious in his might, the truth by his very esseooe 
ever blessed in his own eternal being, who bears within him wisd~ 
and the consciousness of his life, with which he embraces the twelve 
members of his light, that is, the traIlBcendent riches of his own king. 
dom. In each of his members are hid countless, immeasurable ricbes. 
But the Father himself, glorious in his majesty, incomprehensible in hia 
greatness, has united with himself blessed and glorious JEons, in num. 
bers and greatness surpassing estimation,. with whom this holy and rnosC 
glorious Father lives, - for in his exalted kingdom, no needy or feeble 
being dwells. But his resplendent realms are so deeply grounded in 
the blessed earth of light, that no power exists by which they could 
ever be destroyed or shaken." 3 The powers of darkness were engaged 
in wild conflict with one another, till in their blind struggle they ap
proached so near the realms of light, that a glimmer penetrated to 
them for the first time from that before unknown kingdom. They now 
forgot their mutual strifes, and attracted in spite of themselves by the 
splendor of the light, combined with one another to penetrate into the 
kingdom of light, with a view to appropriate some of this light to them· 
selves.4 There now seems to be something like inconsistency in Mani, 
when, after having ascribed to the empire of light an unshaken stabil· 
ity, he proceeds to speak of a danger threatening it, which rendered 
precautionary measures necessary, and could thus express himself:
" Then the Father of the most blessed light beholds a vast desolation 
rising up from the darkness, and threatening his holy JEons, unless he 
opposed to it an extraordinary divine power,s at once to conquer a.nd 
destroy the race of darkness - so that, after its destruction, the inhab
itants of the light might enjoy tranquillity." 6 Simplicius and Evodiu8 
have in fact here accused him of self-eontradiction; - but this charge 
applies rather to the mythical or symbolic form of representation, than 
to the train of thought which is therein embodied. The fundamental 
thought with Mani, as with the Gnostics, is this, - that the blind force 
of nature, which resists the godlike element, tamed and subdued by 
intermingling with it, should finally be rendered altogether powerless. 
And acoordingly Mani conveys the Zoroastrian theory over into the 
Buddhaist, - that nature, in degrading, disintegrating and fettering 
the spirit, was to bring about its own dissolution, and the final result 

1 The epist{)la. fundamenti. direct contradiction with the dualistic theo· 
2 Augustin. contra epist. fundamenti, ry of an absolute evil. 

Co 13. 6 Ali'luod nimium ac prreclarum el ~ir. 
B This earth of light, Mani did not con tute potens nomeu. In the Zoroastrian 

ceive to be any thing distinct from the su svstem, also, the Amshaspands are repre· 
preme, pl'imal essence, hut all to be simply simted as armed champions for the king· 
a. shaping of the one divine light· essence. dom of light. 

, It is ea.qy to perceive the idea lying at 6 The epistola fundamenti, in the work 
bottom, - that the evil principle is in con de'fide contra ManichlOOs, c. 11, of which 
flict with itself, a.nd becomes one only in Evodius, bishop of Uzala in Numidia, was 
Btruggling against the good; such is the perhaps the author, - to be found in tho 
attractive power which the good exerts on Appeudix to the 8th vol. of the Benedictine 
evil itself; - an idea, it must be allowed, in edition of St. Augustin. 
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would be that of the unspiritualised natnre, nothing would be left ~':
hind but the dead reBidlmm, and this would fall a prey to utter anmhI
la.tion.1 To this last result of.n, aecording to the Buddhaistic view of 
the world, Mani indeed, in his doctrine of final causes, did not proceed, 
as we shall see. 

The ruler over the kingdom of light, in order to guard its boundaries, 
caused to emanate from himself the LEon, Mother of life.2 The name 
of this Genius denotes that it stands for the highest mundane soul,
that the divine life was now to separate itself from the unity of the ~ght
kingdom, and in the conflict with the ungodlike element, resolve ltself 
into individual existences. The mother of life, like the av(,) acxpia of the 
Valentinian system, could not as yet be affected by the kingdom of 
darkness. . Here too we find the distinction between the higher mun
dane soul belonging to the kingdom of light, and a reflection of it, 
which mixes itself with the kingdom of darkness.3 Thi,S mother of life 
genemtes the primitive man, with a view to oppose him to the powers 
of darkness - the same idea of the dignity of man's nature, which we 
observed before among the Gnostics.4 The primitive man, in conjunc
tion with the five pure elements, fire, light, air, water and earth, enters 
into the conflict. Here we recognize again the forms of intuition bor
rowed from Parsism - reverence towards an originally pure nature, 
which had only been corrupted by the interference of Ahriman. More
over, according to the Parsian doctrine, a life which had flowed out 
from the kingdom of light is acknowledged to exist in the original ele
ments. They were summoned to act as fellow-combatants against Ahri
man's destroying influences, by means of their fructifying, life-giving 
power. But this would be an element at variance with the Buddhaistic 
view of nature; and we cannot fail to perceive in it the preponderant 
influence of the Zoroastrian spirit. Yet this is modified in Mani by the 
circumstance that matter does not mean the elements of actual nature, 
but the elements of a higher world, that which is itself but one radia
tion and form of the manifestation of the divine essence.5 When Mani 
opposes to the five pure elements of the kingdom of light the five ele
ments of the kingdom of darkness, the only question is, whether the 
idea., that evil is ever the distorted image and counterfeit of the good, 
or the idea that from the kingdom of light forms must go forth to the 
conflict with the kingdom of darkness, which seem like those of the 
latter,-is the fundamental one. At all events, it was necessary to 
explain, how visible nature arOBe out of the event that matter, or the 

1 See Schmidt's Essay on the thousand 
Buddhas. See the Memoirs of the St. Pe
tenbarg Academy. 1834. Vol. n. p. 66. 

t M~T12P 1i, ,(')jj,. 
Simplicias (in EpicM. f. 187, ed. Sal

m....). aptl, describes the Manichean doc. 
trine m thIS respect: Ovre Ta 'lrpi:JTOII ara"w IUJ/(VvEtriJOI My01lIJtv, O~Te Tel illll 
ayG19a Tel 'lrpoaEXi:J, aVTii! awano, T7}v P1l
Tepa 1i, ""jj{ leal TaV 611pwvprov (the ,ijp
fMlripa) leal TOlk tlCEi ali:Jvar, 

"The 'lrpijror ls~fH"'lrOf of MaW ma;r be 

compared with the 'lrpol:J'IJ a~p(,)'lro~ of the 
Valentinians, the Adam Kadmon, and es
pecially the Kajomorts of the Zendavista, 
respecting whom many similar things are . 
there said. It is quite probable that 1dani 
adopted this Pars ian idea into his system j 
and we shall Bee hereafter, how he might 
find somtthing of a kindred nature even Oll 
this side in Buddbaism. 

I Quinque elementa nihil aliud quam 
8uhlltantia Dei. Augustin. contra Faus
tum, 1. XI. c. 8. 

I 
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kingdom of darkness, had seized upon certain divine essences or ele
ments of the spiritual substances; and this corresponds entirely with the 
Buddhaistic scheme. • 

But the primitive man is worsted in the conflict; he is in danger of 
falling into the kingdom of darkness; in this strait, he prays to the 
ruler ofthe light-kingdom; and the latter, to assist him, causes the living 
spirit to. emanate.! This ~pirit raises him up once more to the king. 
dom of hght; but meanwhile the powers of darkness had succeeded in 
swallowing a part of the armor of the first man, and part of his light. 
essence; which is-the mundane soul, now mixed with matter.2 Here 
again we perceive the affinity of Mani's ideas with those of the Gnos
tics; for according to the latter, too, the liaT'" uOIpia was delivered, it is 
true, by means of the Soter sent to her assistance, from the kingdom 
of the Hyle; but still a seed of the divine life had fallen down into 
matter, and this must now go through a process of purification and de
velopment. It must so come about, that by the magical power of the 
divine life, of the light of the soul, or of the spirit, the wildly tumultuous 
kingdom of darkness shall be tamed in spite of itself, and finally ren
dered powerless.3 The subjugation of that tumultuous and blind Na.
ture.power is in fact the end aimed at in the creation of the world. 
Mani, it is said, endeavored to illustrate his doctrine by the following 
parable. A good shepherd sees a lion plunge into the midst of his 
flock. He digs a pit, and casts into it a ram; the lion springs rave· 
nously to the spot to devour his prey, but in so doing falls into the pit, 
from which he cannot extricate himself. The shepherd, however, finds 
means of delivering the ram, and keeps the lion confined in the pit, 
thus rendering him harmless to his flock.4 In like manner is theking
dom of darkness rendered harmless; the souls it has devoured are 
finally delivered, and restored back to their native element. 

After the living spirit had raised man once more to the kingdom of 
light, he made preparations for the process of purifying the souls mixed 
in with the kingdom of darkness; which is the final cause of the entire 
creation, and the end aimed at in the whole course of the world.5 

That class of souls which had not been affected by mixing with matter 
or the nature of darkness, he raised above this earth, and placed in the 
sun and the moon, that from thence they might send forth their influ· 
ence to release and draw back again to themselves, by means of the 
refining processes in the evolution of vegetable and animal life, their 
kindred souls, which were scattered through all nature, and held in 
bondage by the kingdom of darkness. 

1 The (wv 1rvev/la occurs also in the Gnos V1JV el, b,liovUtOV Tfj VAll U"'",po'llla
tic systems, which contain a good deal that I'D'll, t"€{i1} TP01rO'll TtVU. r':Ju1rep -&q. 
is analogous to Manicheism. Actis Thom"" piov. 
ed. Thilo, p_ 17. 4 Disputat. c. Archelao, C. 25. This par· 

2 The "",vX:;' U1rUVT"'V. able wears every mark of genuineness i it 
8 Titus of Bostra (c. Manich. lih. I. c. is at least wholly in the spirit of Maniche· 

12,) well descrihes the Manichean- doctrine ism. 
in the following words: '0 uya-&il~ ovva/llv 6 As in the Valentinian system, the Soter 
U1roUTiAAet TtVU., ",vAa~ovuav /ltV o1J-&ev begins to put forth his influence, after he 
TOV~ /)pov" Til 0' aA1J-&I:, "iAeap ~U0l'€- has been fint raised to the Sopbia. 
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Conformably with his Buddhaistico-Zoroastri~n view of .t~e world, 
Mani saw the same conflict of Ormuzd and Ahnman, of spmt and of 
matter, the same process of purification, goin~ on in. the physical as in 
the moral world. But in his manner of carrymg thIS process through, 
he confounded together the p?y~ical an.d ethical el~ments! i~ contr~dic
tion to the essence of Christiamty, whlCh, by freemg relIgIon entIrely 
from the system of nature, separated these two elements from one 
another. As the religious system of the ~e~ians assi~ed an imp~r
taut place to the sun and moon, in the conflIct III the phYSIcal and spmt
ual world between Ormuzd and Ahriman, and in carrying forward the 
universal process of development and purification; so was it also in the 
system of Mani. Very nearly the same that the system of Zoroaster 
taught concerning Mithras, as the Genius (Ized) of the Sun, Mani 
transferred to his Christ, - the pure soul, sending forth its influence from 
the sun and from the moon. Representing the soul as having sprung 
from the primitive man, he interpreted in this sense the biblical name, 
" Son of man" (vlilr /J.V'&ptJ7r6v,) and distinguishing between the pure 
and free soul, enthroned in the sun, and its kindred soul diffused 
throughout nature, and corrupted by its mixture with matter. So too he 
distinguished a son of man superior to all contact with matter and in
capable of suffering, from a son of man crucified, so to speak, and suf
fering in matter.1 Wherever the scattered seed pushed upward out of 
the dark bosom of the earth and unfolded itself in a plant, in its blos
som and its fruit, Mani beheld the triumphant evolution of the principle 
of light, gradually working its way onward to freedom from the bond
age of matter; he beheld how the living soul, which had been impris
oned in the members of the Prince of Darkness, loosens itself from the 
confinement, rises in freedom, and mingles with its congenial element 
the pure air, where the souls completely purified ascend to those ships 
of light (the sun and moon) which are ready to transport them to their 
native country. But whatever still bears upon it various blemishes and 
stains, is attracted to them gradually, and in portions, by the force of 
heat, and incorporates itself with all trees, with whatever is planted and 
sown. 

This may serve as an example of his mystical philosophy of nature, 
which is presented sometimes in strange myths, occasionally bordering 
on immodesty, but containing nothing which would appear singular to 
the Oriental imagination, - sometimes under the disguise of Christian 
expressions. Thus the Manicheans could speak of a suffering son of 
~an, han~ng on every tree - of a ~hrist .crucifie~ in every soul; and 
m the entne world. They could gIve thClr own mterpretation to the 
symbols of the su~ering Son of Man in the Lord's supper. With the 
sa~~, and. even WIth still greater propriety, - for this confounding of 
relIglOn WIth the theory of nature savored more of paganism than of 
Christianity :- ~he Manicheans could employ the pagan fables as a drar 
~ry for theIr. Ideas. Thus t~e boy Dionysius torn in pieces by the 
Titans, accordmg to the mystenes of Bacchus, was considered by them 

1 The vlar av~pt.ll"OV tfJll"a~;'~ and the vlo~ av~pW7rov all"a~~r. 

VOL. I. 42 
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nothing else than the soul swallowed up by the powers of darkness the 
divine life rent into fragments by matter.l 	 ' . 

The powers of darkness were now in danger of bein(J' gradually de. 
prived, through the influence of the spirit of the sun ~n the refining 
process of nature, of all the light and life which they held imprisoned 
in their members. The soul on which they had seized, striving after 
freedom, and attracted by its kindred Sun-spirit, gradually liberates it
self and evaporates; so that at length, deprived of all its stolen light, 
the kingdom of da.rkness must soon be abandoned to its own intrinsic 
hatefulness and death. What was to be done? A being must be cre
ated, in whom the soul of nature, which was striving to liberate itself, 
might be securely charm-bound - in whom all the scattered light and 
life of nature, all that the powers of darkness had held imprisoned in 
their members, and of which they were gradually deprived by the pow
ers of the Sun, might converge. This is man, the imagc of that prim
itive man, - hence destined by his very form for dominion over nature.2 

The fact was as follows. That majestic shape of light, the primitive 
man (which probably also belonged to the Son of Man enthroned in the 
Sun)3 shines down from the sun into the kingdom of darkness, or mate
rial nature. The powers of darkness are seized with longing after the 
shape of light, but at the same time with dismay. Their prince now 
addresses them: "What seems to you to be the great light that yon
der breaks forth? Behold how it shakes the pole, how it strikes down 
multitudes of our powers! It behooves you, therefore, to give up to 
me whatever light you may have in your power; thus will I make an 
image of that lofty one, who appeared so glorious, through which we 
shall be able to rule, and one day liberate ourselves from our abode in 
darkness." Thus human nature is the image, in this world of dark
ness, of a higher existence; by which image the higher existence itself 

• 	 1 See Alex. Lycopol. c. 5.- 'Vc may in· its influence through the air on the refining 
sert here some pcculiarly cbaracteristic process of nature, and the doctrine of 
passages from Manicbean writings, in proof Christ's birth from the ,;rgin, (a doctrine 
of the exposition given above. From Ma· which the Manicheans, being Docetre, could 
ni's work entitled Thesaurus: "Viva ani not admit in the proper sense,) as a symbol 
ma, qure earllndem (advcrsarum potesta of the birth of that Jesus patibilis from the 
tum) membris tenebatur, bac occasione virgin womb of the earth, through the in· 
laxala evadit, et suo purissimo aeri misec· forming power of the Holy Spirit: " Spiri
tur: ubi pcnitus ablutre animUl nrlscendllnt tus sancti, qui est majestas tertia, aeris hune 
ad lucidas naves, qllre sihi ad cvectionem omnem umbitum sedem fatemur ac diver
atque ad SUul patrire transfrctationem sunt s?rium, cujus ex viribus ~ .spiritali profu
prreparatre. ld vera, quod adhuc adversi SlOne terram quoque conclplentem g'lgnere 
generis maculas portat, pel' Ulstnm atgue putihiJem Jesum, qui est vita ac salus hom
calores particulatim descendit, alque arbo inurn, omni sllspensus ex Jigno_ Quaprop
ribus creterisq ue plantationibus ac salis om tel' et nobis circa universum, (all the pro· 
nibus miscetur." EllOdius de fide, c. 10.. ducts of nature, as forms of the manifesta
From Mani's letter to the Virgin Menoch: tion of the same divine principle suffering 
" Agnoscendo ex quo genere animarum em in the bondage of nature, of the same Jesus 
anavcris, quod est confusum omnibus cor patibilis,) et vobis similiter ergs panem et 
poribus et saporibus et speciebus variis caliccm par religio est." Augustin. c. Faust. 
cohreret." Augustini opus imperfeetum con lib. xx. 
tra Julian. lib. III. § 172. A passage from 2 Compare the kindred doctrine of the 
the Manichean Faustus. who lh-ed in the O~hites. 
first half of the fifth century, in which the Alexand. Lycopolit. c. 4: El,,6va d~ All 
Holy Spirit is represented as the quicken fM", t.,pilcn'fat TotavT1/V, ol6v tUr< Til TOV 

ing and fructifying power of God, exerting uviTpW1rOV eloor_ 
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is to be attracted hither, ana held fast in its domain. When thel 
heard this after long deliberation among themselves, they deemed It 
best to co:nply with the proposal, for they had no confidence that they 
i/wuld be able long to retain thislifl.ht arrwnf! ther:'-selve~.l They thought 
it expedient, therefore, to entrust It to theIr prmce,. SInce they had no 
doubt that in this way they should be able to gam the supremacy. 
The powers of darkness proceed now to intermarry and produce chil
dren, in whom their common powers and natures are once more repre
sented; and all they themselves posse~s, o~ the essence .of darkness and 
of liO'ht is reproduced. All these, their chIldren, the pnnce of darkness 
dev~n: . - he thus concentrates in himself all the substance of light 
that hal been dispersed among the several powers of darkness, - and 
now O'enerates man, in whom therefore all the powers of the kingdom 
of d~rkness and of light which had here been mixed together, are 
wlited. Man is therefore a microcosm, - a copy of the entire world 
of light and darkness, a mirror of all the powers of heaven and of the 
earth.2 What is here narrated, contimtally recurs as a fact in the 
course and rrwvement of nature; - at the birth of each man, tlie tvild 
forces of matter, the powers of darkness, intermingle to produce hu
man nature, in which they mix together whatever they possess of the 
higher and of the lower life, in which they endeavor to bind fast the 
30ul of nature, which is held captive lYy them, and which is striving to 
getjree. 

We must here distinguish, in the Manichean doctrine, the symbolic 
and mythical forms of representation, running into the imagery of 
Parsism, from the ideas lying at bottom, which were clearly appre
hended by Mani, and correspond to the doctrines of Buddhaism. Mani 
says himself, that what then transpired, still continues to take place at 
the generation of each man, where the evil nature which fonns the 
human body, matter, absorbs the powers of light, in order, by this inter
mingling of the powers of light and darkness, to form man.3 Fro~ 
these words it is quite apparent, that in the action of the prince of 
darkness, as it is represented in that fiction, the operation by which 
man is formed in the laboratory of spirit-absorbing nature, is meant to 
be exhibited under certain forms of sense. It is doubtless only another 
mythical mode of representing the same idea, when it is said, that the 
po~ers of darkness, to escape that threatened lot of despiritualizaiion, 
wh~ch would }:le their ~tter destruction, and to hold fast the spirit in 
theIr own regIOn, combme to create man, probably after the image of 

1 That is the main point. fast. In favor of this view, speak, for the 
'Mani, in the seventh book'of the work most part, all the passages in our fragmen· 

bearing the title of Thesaurus, (cited in Au· tary sources of infonnation, and the whole 
gustin. de natura boni, c. 46,) says: "Con analogy of tbe Manicbean system confirms 
struebantur et contexebantur omnium im· it. Compo Baur's work on the Manichean 
agines, crelestium ac terrenarum virtutum; system of religion, p. 120, If. One passage 
nt pleni videlicet orln's id, quod formabatur, from Alexander of Lycopolis, which for
similitudinem ohtineret." We have follow· merly seemed to me against this view, has 
ed the method of construinff the Manichean been more correctly explained by Baur. 
8ystem, disputed by Mosheim, according to 8 Augustin. de natura boni, c. 46: Sicuti 
which, man was formed at a later period etiam nunc fieri videmus, corporum forma
&han the rest of nature, for the very pur· tricem naj,uram mali inde vires sumentem 
pose of holding the Heeting soul in nature figurare, ita etiam antedictus princeps etc. 

http:thislifl.ht


496 MANICHEAN SYSTEM. 

the heavenly, primitive man, that this form might exercise an entranc
ing power over the soul, that strove to return to its original fountain 
and the. l~tter be ~hus bound. to the earth; 1 )ust as, according to th~ 
BuddhalstlC doctrme, the prmce of the Shlmnus seeks, by varioul 
attractive' and enticing objects, to hold fast the souls within his own 
kingdom, and to prevent them from elevating themselves to Nirwana. 
In all these forms of representation, we find the same fundamental idea 
marking the destiny by which the spirit is held bound to nature, but ~ 
yet, through the transition-point of the human organism, conducted on
ward to its freedom. 

While the souls dispersed and scattered in the other kingdoms of 
nature, or the light-essence, is prevented by the predominance of mat
ter from becoming conscious of itself, the light-nature, on the other 
hand, which is concentrated in man, attains to a conscious and free evo
lution. The spirit, fettered by matter in the rest of nature, becomes 
first released from these fetters in man, comes first, in him, to itself. 
Here first begins the realm of consciousness and of freedom, the spirit 
emancipated from the bonds of natural necessity. Man, therefore, in 
the Manichean, as in the Buddhaistic system, occupies the loftiest posi
tion ; - he forms the transition-point, conditioned by the act of freedom, 
to the complete discnthralment of the spirit that rises wholly above the 
cycle of metempsychosis to a reunion with the kingdom of light. Ac
cording to the Buddhaistic system, he is the necessary transition-point 
to the becoming Nirwana.2 

As the universal mundane soul seeks to subject to itself matter in 
the mass, in t.he great mundane bodies, so the human soul, that is of 
the same derivation, should govern this corporeal world in its details. 
" The first soul," ·said Mani, "which flowed from the God of light, re
ceived this structure of the body for the purpose of subduing it to its 
own hit." 3 The soul of the first man, as standing yet nearer to the 

1 See Titus of Bostra, in the preface to 
the third book of his work against the Man· 
icheans, (in Canisii lect. antiquo ed. Bas· 
nage, Antverp. 1725, T. I. f. 137:) 'EKaO"
TOr TWV Tiir M.1Jr apXVvTWV £f'op9wO"ev tav
TOV e/r -.'}~paf'a Tii, 'Ij1vxiJ" - and of Adam, 
as their production, opyavov tm{}vf',ar K.al 
oet.ap TWV av",-.'Jev ..p"xwv. And that some
thing is here represented as once beginning-, 
which continually perpetuates itself in the 
generation of men, appears from what 
Mani says in his letter to the virgin Menoch, 
cited in Augustin. opus imperfect. contra 
Julian. I. Ill. c. 174: Sicut auctor anima. 
rum Dens est, ita corporum auctor per con
cupiscentiam diabolus est, ut in viscatorio, 
(analogous to that former bait whereby the 
souls were bonnd to bodies,) per concupi
scentiam mulieris, unde diabolus aueupa· 
tur, etc. 

2 According to the Buddha doctrine, man 
is in this re~pect superior even to the gods, 
who enjoy a life of serene blessedness, en
during through many periods of the world; 
for, like all individual existence, so too the 

life of the gods must some time or otber 
come to an end, wbile only in tbe Nirwana 
is to be found an eternal rest beyond all 
possible change. By the brief duration of 
his existence, and the multiform trials and 
sufferings which fall to his lot, man is ad· 
monished to strive after that higher end. 
But the gods, through default of such ad· 
monition, may easily be drawn away from 
that highest end, and become so fettered to 
their individual existence, which, however, 
is one of the changeable forms of the spirit, 
as to forget to aspire to anvthing beyond it. 
'1'0 man, in this world of trials and con· 
flicts, various means are given of rendering 
himself, - by a series of meritorions works, 
actions conditioning destiny, - w~r~hy of 
the Nirwana; but these opportu~ltl~s are 
wanting to the gods. See Schmldts Es
says, above cited, vol. II. p. 37. 183~. • 

3 Operre pretium est, adve~e~e, qUill p~
rna anima, qure a Deo lumulls manavlf1 
accepit fabricam istam corporis, nt earn 
frreno suo regeret. Mani's words, in his 
letter to the virgin Medoch, in August. 
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original fountain of the kingdom of light, was therefore endowed with 
preeminent faculties. 

But the first man consisted, like each of his descendants, of two oppo
site elements, a soul still living in the full posse.ssion of its original pow
er, springing from and akin to the ~ingdom of ~lght,t ~nd a b?dy demed 
from the kingdom of dark~ess, ~l~h a. so~l III affimty ~ l~, and the 
blind, material faculty of deSIre orlgmatmg III the same pnnClple - t~e 
wild power of nature that resists the godlike, (the 1jJvXrt aMyo~.2) ThIS 
element, affining to the kingdom of darkness, supplied a channel for 
the introduction of its influences. The powers of darkness must now 
come to see how the light-nature, concentrating itself in man, became 
thereby more powerful; and they must resort still to the same artifices 
by which they sought at first to hold fast in their kingdom the element 
of light which had fallen down into it, in order to retain under the ~an 
of their kingdom, this spirit concentrated in the human nature, WhICh 
threatened to free itself from the bonds of matter, and to mount up
ward to its original fountain. Hence they must seek to draw him down, 
by every possible enticement, to the world. They invited man, as it is 
symbolically expressed, to partake of all the fruits of the trees of Par
adise. Only they would hinder him ftom eating of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil; that is, would suppress in him the con
sciousness of that which is in harmony with his true nature, and of that 
which is in contradiction to it, - would make him worldly. Yet an 
angel of light, or Christ himself, (the Spirit of the sun,) counteracted 
their artifices. This was the truth which was found in the narrative 
in Genesis concerning Paradise and the forbidden fruit, considered 
from the Manichean point of view. They believed that in the represen
tation of that earliest record, they saw only the influence of the evil 
principle, when the parts were reversed, and what should have been 
ascribed to the powers of darkness, was transferred to God, and what 
belonged to the Genius of light, applied to the serpent, the symbol of '. 
Ahriman.s 

opus imperfect. e. Julian. lib. III. § 186. 
T. X. opp. ed. Benedictin. P. II. f. 1122. 
Paris, 1690. 

1 Quasi de primal facta flore substantial, 
(namely, lucia Dianal,) says Mani, in his 
letter to a certain Patricius. L. c. 

~ Baur haa endeavored to show, that the 
hypothesis of two souls in man, which can
not be demonstrated from the words of 
Mani himself to be a r.1anichean doctrine, 
docs not helong to the system. It may be, 
perhaps, that the expression "two souls" 
IS something foreign to Manicheism; since, 
~ccol'dmg .to Mani'.s do<;trine, soul, spirit, 
light, godlike, are Identical notions. But 
the ~hin~ itself, which the opponents of 
MamchClsm, from their own point of view 
have ~csignated with this name, the hy: 
pathe.sls of surh a motive p~inciple in affin. 
Ity With matter, the fountam of sinful de
sires, agrees perfectly with the Manichean 
•ystem. 

VOL. I. 42 

8 This view of the mattcr we must as· 
cribe to Mani, if we may venture to consid
er what is cited as spoken from the Mani
chean point of view, in the preface to the 
third book of Titus of Bostra against the 
Manieheans, towards the eud, as containing 
the thoughts of Mani himself. At least, I 
can find nothing therein, as Baur professes 
to do, which is incongruous with the other 
ideas of Mani; but as I have unfolded it., 
with a constant reference to Baur's objec
tions, it seems to me to agree perfectly well 
with this man's spirit and train of thought; 
although I allow, that it forms no necessa
ry member of the Manichean system, and 
that possibly some later person may have 
thus expounded the record in Genesis, con· 
templated from the Manichean point of 
view. Moreover, Augustin favors the sup
position that this was the Manichean doc
trine, (de Genesi contra Manicheos, lib. II. 
§ 39): Sic isti credunt, quod serpens ilie 
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When the powers of darkness saw their plots against the light-spirit 
concentrated in human nature, which they would hold captive by every 
possible charm within the bonds of nature, thus defeated, they made 
trial of another expedient. They seduced the first man, throuO'h his 
associate Eva, to abandon himself to the impulses of carnal d~sirea, 
that by so doing he might prove faithless to his lightressence, and make 
himself a slave to nature. The consequence was, that the soul, which 
in its original powers should have risen to the kingdom of light, became 
divided by propagation, and was bound once more to a material body; 
so that the powers of darkness were enabled continually to repeat over 
what they had done in producing the first man. 

Since every thing depended on man's learning how to distinguish 
from one another the t.wo opposite elements of his nature, and since, . 
according to the Manichean system, it is the doctrine of man's origin, 
(anthropogony,) taken in connection with that of the origin of the 
world, (cosmogony,) which clears up this point, Mani taught that it 
was of the utmost importance to obtain a right understanding of these 
doctrines. Accordingly, in his " epistle of the foundation," he says: 
"Had it been given man to perceive clearly how the matter stood in 
relation to the origin of Adam and Eve, they would not have been sub
jected to a transitory existence and to death." And hence he writes 
to the virgin Menoch: 1 " May our God himself enlighten thy soul, and 
reveal to thee his justice, that thon art the fruit of a divine stock.2 

Even thou art become light, since thou hast known what thou wert 
before - from what race of souls thou art sprung; which race, inter
mixed with all bodies, is connected with numberless forms; for as souls 
are begotten of souls, so the bodily structure is composed of the corpo
real nature. What is born of the flesh, then, is flesh, and what is born 
of the spirit is spirit. But know, that the spirit is the soul- soul from 
soul, flesh from flesh." 3 He appealed to the practice of infant bap
tism - a practice, therefore, which must have already become general 
in the Persian church - as a proof that Christians themselves pre
supposed by their practical conduct the existence of such a stain in 
human nature. " I ask them," says he in the letter above cited,4 "is 
all sin actual sin? Why then does any individual receive the cleansing 
by water, before he has done a sinful act; since in himself considered 
be has contracted no guilt? But if he has contracted no guilt, and yet 
must bo cleansed, then by this action they do of themselves bear wit
ness to the derivation from an evil stock; - yes, those very persons do 
so, whose fatuity keeps them from understanding what they say or what 
they imply in their own acts." 

Christus fuerit, et Deum, ncscio quem, gen· 3 Accordiun' to his system of light-eman
tis tenebrarum, illud prreceptum dedisse ation, Mani c~nld make no distinction be
c-onfingunt. 'anquam invideret homiuiLus tween the Spirit of God and the sllirit ~f 
Bcientiam boni et mali. man, - between spirit Ilnd soul. ThiS agam 

1 AUl!;tlstin. opus imperfect. c. Julian. lib. coincided entirely with the Buddhaist doc
III. § 172. trine. 

2 The revelation consists prcciseiy in 4 Augustin. opus imperfect. c. Julian. lib. 
this, that man is brought to a consciousness III. § 187. 
of his light· nature. 
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The light-nature concentrated in Adam is the fountain-head, from 
wlJich all human souls are derived; bllt on. ~ccount of its continual 
division and contamination by matter, the spmt has lost mu.ch of the 
original power which it h.a.d when it gushed fresh from the kmgdo~ of 
light. That original power of the free light-nature .is what,~he . law pr~-
8Upposes in orderto its being fulfilled. "The law IS holy, sald Mam, 
"but it'is a holy law for the holy 80m; the commandment is just and 
good, - but it is so for the just and good 8oul." 1 In another place,2 he 
says "If we do ~ood it is not a work of the flesh, for the works of 
the flesh are mamfest: Galat. 5: 19; or if we do evil, it is not the 
work of the soul, for the fruit of the spirit is peace, joy. And the 
apostle to the Romans exclaims, ' The good that I would, that do ~ not; 
but the evil that I would not, that do I.' There you hear the vOIce of 
the struggling soul, defending her freedom against the slavery of lust; 
for she is pained that sin, that is, Satan, should work in her all manner 
of concupiscence. The authority of the law discovers to her its turpi
tude; by the authority of the law she is brought to the consciousness 
of eru- since it condemns the works of lust, which the flesh admires 
and prizes; for all the bitterness which is felt in renouncing lust, is 
sweet to the BOul- it is that by which she is nurtured and grows vig· 
orous. In fine, the soul of that man who abstains from all the pleas
ures of lust, is wakeful, becomes mature and progressive; but by the 
gratifications oflust, the soul is wont to be enfeebled." 3 Now, to pro
cure the final deliverance of his kindred nature, the soul, from the 
power of darkness, to quicken it anew, to give it the complete victory 
over the evil principle, and raise it upward to himself, it was necessary 
that the same Spirit of the Sun, which had thus far conducted the whole 
fining·process of nature, and of the spiritual world, - both of which, 
according to the principles of Mani's system above explained, consti. 
tuted one whole, - should reveal himself in humanity.4 

But there can be no communion between light and darkness. "The 
light shines in the darkness," said Mani, explaining in accordance with 
his own views the words of St. John, "but the darkness comprehends 
it not. The Son of primeval light, the Spirit of the Sun, was incapa.
ble of entering into any union with a material body; he only clothed 
hit;rJself in a shadowy, sensible form, in or~er that he might be per. 
celved by sensual men." "The Supreme Light," says he, in another 
fragment,S" when it placed itself on a level with its own, being among 
material things, assigned to itself a body, although it is all of it but 
one nature." In defence of his Docetism he cited the fact explained 
after his own arbitrary manner, that Christ, on a certain occ~sion when 

1 L Co ~ 186. eited in Alexander of I.yeopolis, (c. 24,) 
t L c. ~ 177. said, Christ aB the vo;;c is ril. 6vra 1ravra. 
• Augu.tin. opus Imperfect. c. Julian. lib. So too, in the Acti! 'fhomre, p. 10: Kvpte,m. ~ 177. . 6 tv 1ra~tv wv, KaL dtep;roftl!Voc "til. '/I'(w,
• Concerning the incarnations of the sun rwv, Kal eYICeip.evoc '/I'a~t rotC Ipyotr ~ov,

in the old orien tal systems of religion rons. Kal dtil. rilr 1ruvrc.Jv evepyeiar tpavepovftevor.
Creut7.er's S.vmbolik, IlISt ed., vol. II.'p. 53, 6 In the letter to a certain Adas or Addas. 
207. It WIl.8 wholly iu accordance wltll the Fabricii BibJioth. grree. ed. nov. Vol. VlL
Manichean system, that the Maniehean., f.316. 
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the Jews would have stoned him, passed on untouched through the mul
titude; also, that Christ, at his transfiguration, appeared to the disci
ples in his true form of light.1 Jesus assumed the title of Christ or 
Messiah only by a eatachresis, in accommodation to the notions of the 
Jews.2 The prince of darkness sought to bring about the crucifixion 
of J esns, not being aware that he was superior to all suffering; the 
crucifixion was, of course, a mere semblance. This seeming transac
tion symbolized the crucifixion of the soul, sunk in matter, which the 
Spirit of the Sun would raise up to itself. As the crucifixion of that 
soul which was dispersed through all matter, served but to accomplish 
the destruction of the kingdom of darkness, so much more was this the 
effect of the .~eeminfJ crucifixion of the Supreme Soul. Hence Mani 
said, "The adversary, who was hoping to crucify the Saviour, the 
Father of the righteous, was crucified himself. Wbat seemed to be 
clone in this case is one thing; what was really done, another." 3 The 
Manichean theory, which represented the doctrine of Christ as a mere 
symbol, is clearly set forth ill an apocryphal account of the travels of the 
apostles.4 During the agollY on the cross, Christ appears to the 
afflicted John, and tells him that all this is done but for the sake of the 
lower populace 5 in Jerusalem. The human person of Christ now 
vanishes, and instead of it aprears a cross of pure light, surrounded by 
a countless multitude of other forms, still representing, however, but 
one shape and one image, (a symbol of the various forms under which 
the soul manifests itself, although it is in truth but one and the same.) 
A divine voice, full of sweetness, issues from the cross, saying to him, 
"The cross of light is, for your sakes, called sometimes the Word, 
sometimes Christ; sometimes the Door, sometimes the Way; some
times the Bread, sometimes the Sun; sometimes the Resnrrection, 
sometimes Jesus; sometimes the Father, sometimes the Spirit; some
times the Life, sometimes the Truth; sometimes Faith, and sometimes 
Grace." 

Siding with the advocates of an absolute Dualism among the Per
sians, Mani held the aim and purpose of the whole course of the world 
to be, not a reconciliation of the good and the evil principles - a sup
position which would have been at war with his whole theory- but a 
total separation of the light from the darkness, and the reductio'l of the 
latter to utter impotence. This was in accordance also with his Budd
haistie doctrine. Matter, after having been deprived of all its foreign 
light and life, was to bc converted by fire into an inert mass.6 All 
souls were capable, by means of their light-nature, of participating in 
the redemption; but if they voluntarily surrendered themselves to the 

1 See the fragments from Mani's letters. Augustin. The words of the Manichean 
L. c. Faustus, Augustin. c. Faustum, lib. 32: 

2 'H Tof· XPUjTOV 1rpo~rryopia bvopua laTl Crucis ejus myotica fixio. qua nostrre ani
I<aTUX(lT/(JUKOV. r,. c. lllrc passionis monstrantur vulnera. 

B From the cpistola fundamcnti, Euol!. de 4 IIfpiooOl arrO(JTOAwv. Conci!. Nic. II. 
fide, c. 28: Tqv ovvaptv Till' ,hial' tVT/P/lo Actio V. ed. Mansi. T. XIII. f. 167. 
rrltal, tVE(JTavprj(J\Jal Til M'll. A'ex. Ly 6 Tit) KflTW lix~. 
copolit. c. 4: Christlls in omni mnnl!o ct 6 Tit. Bostr. I. c. 80. Alex. Lycopolit. 
omni anima crucitixus. Sccundin. ep. ad c.5. 
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semce of sin or darkness, they would, in punishment, be banished, at 
the general separation of the two kingd~ms, to the. dea~ mass o~ ~atte:, 
and stationed there as a. watch over It. On thIS pomt Mam, m hIS 
epistola fundamenti, expressed himself M follows: "The souls that have 
allowed themselves to be drawn, by the love of the world, away from 
their ori!rinal nature of light; that have become enemies to the holy 
light, o~nly taken up arms for the destruction of t~~ holy element~; 
that have entered into the service of the fiery spmt, and by theIr 
deadly persecution of the holy church,I and of the elect who are found 
therein? have oppressed the observers of the heavenly commandments, 
- these souls shall be precluded from -the blessedness and glory of the 
holy earth. And since they have allowed themselves to be overcome 
by evil, they shall continue to abide with this race of evil; so that the 
peaceful earth and those realms of immortality are shut against them. 
This shall be their portion, because they have so devoted themselves to 
evil works M to become estranged from the life and freedom of the 
holy light. They will not be able, then, to find admittance into that 
kingdom of peace, but shall be chained to that frightful mass (of mat
ter or darkness left to itself,) over which too there must needs be a 
watch. Thus these souls shall continue cleaving to the things they 
have loved, since they did not separate themselves from them when it 
WM time." 3 It is clear, that Mani did not entirely agree, in his doc
trine of the IMt things, either with Buddhaism, or with the Zoroastrian 
or the Christian system, but, by the fusion of the three, formed a pe
culiar theory of his own. 

In respect to the views of the Manicheans with regard to the sources 
of religious knowledge, they considered the revelations of the Paraclete, 
or Mani, M the highest and only infallible authority, whereby every 
thing else W88 to be judged. They went on the principle, that Mani's 
doctrine embraced the absolute truths which enlighten the reason;
whatever did not accord with thE.'m WM contrary to reason, wherever it 
might be fOllild. They received in part, it is true, the scriptures of 
th~ New Testament. But judging them by that standard principle 
whIch we have mentioned, they indulged in the most arbitrary criticism 
in applying them to point., of doctrine or E'thics.4 Sometimes they as
serted that the original records of the religion had been falsified by 
various corruptions of the prince of darkness (tares amonO' the wheat .)5 
sometimes, that Jesus and his apostles had accommodated themselves' to 
existing Jewish opinions, with a view to prepare men gradually for the 
reception of the pure trnt.h; sometimes, that the apostles themselves, 
when they first appeared m the character of teachers were entan"led 

. in variou~ Jewish errors. Hence they concluded, th~t it was first by 
the teachmgs of the Paraclete, men were enabled to distinO'uish the true 
from the false matter in the New Testament. The Mani~hean Faustus 

1 That is, the Manichean sect. f This was said of them already by Titus 
I Persecution of the Bramins of the Man of Bostra, in the beginning of his third 

i~heans, the Electi, was a crime of peculiar book. . 

die, - wholly in accordance with the orien. 
 6 See, above, the similar principles of the 
ta! ideas of the priests. Clementines respecting the Old Testament. 

8 De fide, c. 4. 
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I 

MANICHEAN CHURCH 

lays down the principles of Manicheism on this point, as follows:1 "Of 
the New Testament we take only what is said to the honor of the 80Q 
of glory, either by himself or by his apostles; and by the latter only 
after they had become perfect and settled in their faith. Of the rest, 
which was either said by the apostles in their simplicity and ignotanee 
while they were yet inexperienced in the truth; or inserted, with ma~ 
cious design, by the enemy; or incautiously asserted by authors 2 and 
transmitted to posterity, - of all this we desire to know nothinO'. 
mean, namely, such assertions as these, that he was born shamefully of 
a woman; that he was circumcised as a Jew; that he offered sacrifices 
like a heathen; that he was meanly baptized, led into the wilderneilll 
and miserably tempted of the devil." These same Manicheans, who 
slavishly submitted their reason to all that Mani had uttered, as if it 
was a divine revelation, were zealous for the rights of reason, and would 
have themselves regarded as the only rational class, inasmuch as they 
only knew how to separate what was consistent with, from what was re
pugnant to reason in the New Testament. The Manichean Faustus 
says, to him that believes without inquiry whatever is contained in the 
New Testament: "Tlwu blind believer of everything, who banishut 
reason, that gift of nature, from humanity; wlw makest it a matter 
of conscience to decline Judging between the true and the false; thou 
art as afraid of separating the good from its opposite, as children are 
of a ghost /" 3 . 

The Manichean sect had a church constitution of their own, suited 
to the distinction of the esoteric and the exoteric in the old religions of 
Asia; - the two-fold mode of representation already described being, 
in truth, based on such a distinction existing within the sect itself. 
From what has been said, it is evident that Mani differed entirely from 
the majority of the founders of Gnostic sects. The latter wished to 
alter nothing in the existing Ohristian church; they were desirous only 
of introducing, in addition to the confession of faith for the .pvxuCOt, a 
secret doctrine for the 7rVW{laTUWl. Mani, on the other hand, would 
have himself regarded as a man of God, endowed with divine authority 
for the reformation of the entire church. He was for giving the whole 
church, which had become wholly degenerated,4 in his view, by the cor· 
rupt intermixture of Judaism with Ohristianity, a new shape. There 
was to be but one true Ohristian church, formed after the doctrines and 
principles of Mani. Within this church, there were to be two distinct 
grades. The great mass, consisting of the exoterics, wer.e to constitute 
the Auditors. To them the writings of Mani might indeed be read, 
and his doctrines presented in their symbolical and mythical form;
but they were to receive no explanation of their inner meaning. It 
may be imagined, to what pitch of expectation the minds of these Audi. 
tors would be raised when these enigmatical, mysterious sounding things 

1 Apud Augustin. lib. XXXII. • Hence he called other Christian8~nOt 
I Namely, the authors of the gospels, who Christians, but Galileans. Fabric. .l:Sibl. 

were not apostles. grlleC. vol. VII. f. 316. 
8 Augustin. c. Faust. lib. XVIII_ also Iib_ 

XI. 
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were set before them and, as usually happens, they were hoping to find 
lofty wisdom in what was so obecure and unintelligible. The Eso.te
rics were the Elect or Perfect, 1 - the sa.cerdotal caste, the BrahmInS 
of the Manicheans.2 They held a very important place, according to 
the Manichean doctrine, in the great refining process; they formed the 
link of transition between the earthly world, the circle of the metemp
sychosis, and the kingdom of light (between th~ world of Sans~ra ~nd 
the Nirwana ;) - they constituted the last stadium of the purificatlO.n 
of the spirit in redeeming itself from the bondage of nature. TheIr 
mode of life must answer to the position which they thus held - utter 
estrangement from the world, in the Buddhaist sense, which was ap
plied to Christian asceticism. They were to possess no worldly prop
erty, but were bound to lead a strictly ascetic and contemplative life; 
to abstain from marriage, from all strong drinks, and from all animal 
food. They were to be distinguished for a holy innocence that shrunk 
from injuring any living thing, and religious reverence for the divine 
life which was diffused through all nature. They were not only to re
frain, therefore, from destroying or harming any animal, but even from 
pulling up an herb, or plucking a fruit or a flower. The whole round 
of their austere life was marked by three particulars, the signaculum 
oris, the signaculum manuum, and the signaculum sinus.3 The Audi
tors were to see that they should be provided with all that was neces
sary for their subsistence, and to reverence them as beings of a superior 
order. They should look upon them as their mediators, in direct com
munica.tion with the kingdom of light. By their kindness to the Elect, 
the Auditors should enter into the companionship of their perfection; 
and the defects adhering to them in consequence of their less rigid life, 
would be made up by the merit'! of their superiors; - and among these 
defects were reckoned the neglecting to spare the life of animal or veg
etable, a.nd the ea.ting of flesh. The harm thus done was to be repaired 
by their sharing their own means of subsistence with the Elect.4 The 
importance attached by Buddhaism to the kind offices of the pious, 
shown towards the Buddhas who made their appearance in humanity, 
was transferred by the Manicheans to the kind offices shown by the 
Auditors to the Elect. And it was also according to the Buddhaist 
doctrine, that by repeated kind offices of this sort, shown in the differ
e~t modes of human existence passed through by metempsychosis, one 
mIght gradually accumulate such a store of good works, as to arise at 
length to the dignity of a Buddha.6 

From this sacerdotal class were chosen the presiding officers of the 

1 T"AttOV, according to Tbeodoretus,-a 4 To this Epbrrem Syros refers, when he 
term which recurs once more among the accuses the Manicbcans of bestowing abso
Gnostic Manichean sects of tbe middle age. lution in return for the bread given to tbem.· 

I Faustus, quoted by Augustin, calls them See the extracts published by A. F. W. von 
the saccrdotale genus. Wegner, in bis work de Manichreorum in· 

a See, e. g~ Augustinus de moribus Man. dulgentiis, Lips. 1827, p. 69, et seq.
iehlllOrum, c. 10, et seq. The word signac. & Compo Schmidt's Dissertation on the 
ulum seems to me to denote here, not a thonsand Buddhas, in tbe Memoirs of the 
lrigu, but a seal, a means of safe keeping, as Academy of St. Petersburg. VI. series,
a translation of the Greek atppaytf, applied, T. n. A. D. 1834, p. 8S, etc. 

tOr instance, to the rite of confirmation. 
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entire religious society. As Mani wished to have himself regarded a.s 
the Paraclete promised by Christ, so after Christ's example, he chose 
twelve apostles. This institution continued to exist; and twelve such 
persons, with the title of Magistri, had the government of the whole 
sect. At the head of these, was placed a thirteenth, who, as the leader 
of the sect, represented Mani. Subordinate to these, there were sixty
two bishops, answering to the sixty or sixty-two disciples of Jesus; 1 

and under these last were presbyters, deacons, and finally travelling 
preachers.2 

As to the mode of celebrating the sacrament of the swpper among 
the Manichcans, it is a matter involved in much obscurity, owing t{) the 
fact that no credible account was known to exist about a transaction 
which was confined to the very secret assemblies of the Elect; for as 
the Auditors answered to the catechumens, and the Elect to the Fide
les in the dominant church, it is plain that the sacraments could be ad
ministered only among the Elect. The argument already alluded to, 
which Mani drew from the existing practice of infant baptism, has led 
some to suppose - though wrongly, as Mosheim has shown - they 
might infer the existence of the same practice among the Manicheans; 
but in that place, Mani is simply refuting his opponents by adducing 
their own practice in favor of a principle which that practice necessa
rily presupposed; yet without expressing any approbation of the prac
tice. And it may be a question whether Mani would not object to this 
sign, as a Jewish rite derived from John the Baptist.s Perhaps from 
the first, no other form of initiation prevailed among the Manicheans, 
than the one which we afterwards meet with, in the middle age, among 
the kindred sect of the Catharists. But the celebration of the Lord'8 
supper was an ordinance that could be easily explained in accordance 

1 According to the well-known various 
reading. 

2 Augustin. de hoores. c. 32. 
8 From the words of the Manichean Fe

lix, lib. I. c. 19, ut quid baptizati sumus 1 
it cannot be proved, that the Manicheans 
looked upon baptism as a necessary cere
mony of initiatiou; for in this case too, the 
Manicheau is employing rather the argu
mentum ad hominem; and very possibly 
he may have received baptism before he 
went over to the Manichean sect. Nor 
again can it in any wise be certainly inferred 
from the passage in the commonitorium, 
quomodo sit agendum cum Manichoois, 
(found in the Appendix to the 8th vol. of 
the Benedictine edition of Augustine,) 
where a distinction is made between those 
Manichcans who, on coming over to the 
Catholic church, were received among the 
catechumens, and those who, having been 
already baptized, were received among the 
Prenitentes, that baptism was a customary 
rite among the Manicheans j and still less 
can it be inferred from the fact, that a dis
tinction of the same kind is made between 

the baptized and the unbaptized among the 
Elect themselves, who should come over to 
the Catholic church, that baptism was re
ceived by such of the Elect as chose it of 
their own free will; for here too the refer
ence may have beeu to such persons as, be
fore they joined the Manicheans, had been 
baptized in the Catholic church. Neither 
does it in any wise follow from the passage 
in Augustin, de moribus ecclesioo, c. 35, 
where he represents the Manieheans as ob
jecting to the Catholic Christians, that the 
tideles et jam baptizati lived in the state of 
marria"e, and in the family relation, pas
sessin"''' and managing worldly property, 
that there were among the meet a certain 
class of persons voluntal~ly baptized, who 
were alone bound under an inviolable vow, 
to a strictlv ascetic life j for the fideles and 
baptizati ..: both terms being exactly sy
nonymous -answer generally here to. the 
Electi among the Manicheans. Mosheim's 
distinction, therefore, between baptized and 
unbaptized Electis, which in itself is not a 
very natural one, appears to be altogether 
arbitrary_ 
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with the principles of their mystical philosophy of nature.1 Augustin, 
while he W88 a Maniehean Auditor, had learned that the Elect cele· 
brated the Lord's supper; but about the particular: mode in which it 
was observed he knew nothing.2 It is only certam, that the Elect 
drank no win;. Whether, like the Encratites, the so called voporrapa

aniTa" they used water instead. of wine, or if. ~ot, what els~ they did, it 
is impossible to say. As a token of recogmtIOn, the Mamcheans were 
used to give each othe~ the right hand whe.never they met, thus show
ing their common deliverance from the kmgdom of darkness by ~he 
right hand of the redeeming Spirit of the Sun - the same act havmg 
been re~eated in their own case ~ in th~t ?f t~eir heave"?ly father, 
the origmal man, when, on the pomt of smkmg mto the kmgdom of 
darkness, he was rescued by the right hand of the living spirit.3 

Asfestivals, the Manicheans celebrated the Sunday of every week, 
not on account of its reference to the resurrection of Christ, which 
would have been inconsistent with their Docetism, but as a day conse
crated to the Sun, which was in fact their Christ.4 On this day they 
fasted, - contrary to the practice of the dominant church. The Christ
mas festival of the church was, of course, not in harmony with the 
Manichean Docetism. If occasionally, as Augustin reports, they 
conformed to the practice of the dominant church in celebrating the 
fe8tival of Easter; yet we may easily suppose, that this festival would 
be of but little interest to them, as they were unaffected by those feel
ings which rendered the day so sacred to other Christians. So much 
the greater respect did they pay to the festival in honor of the martyr
dom of their master, Mani, which fell in the month of March. It was 
called /3fJl'a, (suggestus, cathedra,) the feast of the tribune or pulpit,
the feast in remembrance of the divinely enlightened teacher. A gor
geous pulpit, ascended by means of five steps, symbolizing perhaps the 
five elements, and decorated with costly drapery, was on this occasion 
placed in the hall, where they assembled. To this all the Manicheans 
paid obeisance, prostrating themselves on the ground after the custom 
of the East. ~ 

As it concerns the moral character of the Manichean sect, it is im
possible, wit? the s~anty information we poss.ess respecting its earlyfo1
low~8, to gtv.e any Just account of a matter m which the different peri
ods m the history of a sect should be so carefully distinguished. It 
c~ only be said, that M~ni aimed at a strict system of morals; but 
Without doubt the mystIcal language of the sect which occasionally 
verges to immodesty, might, in the case of the ~neducated tend to 
introduce a sensuous fanaticism dangerous t{) good morals. ' 

Already, .when t?e Manicheans .began first to make progress in the 
Roman .emplre, a VIOlent persecutIon broke out against them. As a 
sect which had. sprung up in the Persian empire, then at war with the 

1 In accordance with the idea, that the 
4 Besides many other places, compo Aufruits of the earth represented the Son of gustin. C. Faustum, lib. XVIII. C. 5: Vosman crucified in nature. See above. in die, quem dicunt solis, solem colitis. 

J Augustin. contra Fortunatwn lib. I. 
6 Augustin. contra ep. fundamenti, c. 8;~pendix. 

C. Faastwn lib. XVIII. c. 5.Disputat. Archeilli. c. 7. 
VOL. I. 43 
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Romans, and in some sense allied to the Parsic religion, they were an 
object of peculiar hatred to the Roman government. The Emperor 
Dioclesian, A. D. 296, issued a law against the sect (cited already in 
the firs~ section of this history) condemning its leaders to the stake, 
and punishing its adherents, if they belonged to the common ordw, 
with decapitation and the confiscation of their property.l 

TIL Doctrine of the Catholic Church, as it proceeded to form itself in 
opposition to the Sects. 

A. 	 Genetic Development cif the Church TheolOfl!! generally. Character of the several individ· 
ual tendencies of the religious and dogma/zc spirit, which had sl'ecUil influence on it. 

Having thus far considered the different tendencies of the heretical 
element as it grew up out of the reaction of ante-Christian principles, 
we now proceed to inquire how the movement of the church theology 
generally, and in its several particular modifications, was affected by 
these various forms of opposition. If it was the case in the heresies, 
that the unity of Christianity came to be split up into too many oppo
site theories, each excluding the other; the movement of the church 
theology was, on the other hand, distinguished, it is true, by the circum
stance, that the unity of the Christian consciousness here asserted 
itself much more strongly, and hence men were less exposed to run 
into such direct oppositions of doctrine; but even here, owing to the 
strong propensity in man's nature to fall into one extreme or the 
other, the higher, comprehending unity had to resolve itself into oppo
sitions of a subordinate kind - oppositions which remained grounded, 
indeed, in the essence of Christianity, but which might approach, how
ever, on one side or the other, either to the position of Judaism, or of 
its opposite, Gnosticism. When the church had once established itself 
on an independent footing, the less it was obliged to defend its princi

1 The edict contains, in its style of thought 
and language, every internal mark of au· 
thenticity. It is scarcely possihle to ima· 
gine by whom and for what purpose such an 
edict could hftve been forged in this partic. 
ular form. Had it heen the intention of 
some Christian to fabricate an edict of this 
sort, with a view to excite following empe· 
rors to persecute the Manicheans, he would 
not have chosen Dioclesian certainly i and 
still less would he have put such language 
into his mouth. Though the later Chris· 
tians had much that was analogous to the 
older pagan way of thinking about a dorni· 
nant religion handed down from the fathers, 
yet It Christian would never have expressed 
himself after this peculiar fashion. 

What is there to forbid supposing that 
the Manicheans had extended themselves, 
even thus early, to proconsular Africa, since 
the Gnostics had already paved the way for 
them, and it is certain that the Manicheans 
early spread themselves in these countries, 
and since the chronological dates connected 
with the early history of this sect are so 
uncertain? If the law reads: "si qui sane 

etiam honorati aut cujuslibet dignitatis vel 
majoris personre ad hane sectam se transtu
lerunt," - it does not neccssarily follow from 
this, that the Emperor had certain informa· 
tion of the spread of the doctrines of this 
sect among persons of the highest rank i and 
in the next place, it would be no singular 
matter, considering the prevalent rage at 
that time among people of rank, - a class 
ever prone to seize on any thing which 
would distinguish their religion from that 
of other peoplc, - for thel1ro1.cal specula· 
tions, and for searching after higher expla
nations respecting the world of spirits, that 
a mysterious and high·pretending scheme 
of faith like this, should meet among them 
with a welcome reception. The argumen
tum e silentio is, for the rest, very unsafe 
in historical criticism, unless sl1pported by 
other considerations; and the fact that the 
older fathers make no mention of a law by 
Dioc1esian, directed particularly against the 
Manicheans, may be very easily accoun~ed 
for. Yet this law is referred to by the HIla
ry who wrote a commentary on St. Paal'. 
epistles. In cp. II. Timoth. III. 7. 



507 OF 'ID (JH1JRCH• 

..Jes in the struggle with Judaism, and the ~ore !t h~ to assert them 
fn the eonfiict with Gnosticism, the ~ore. easily mIg~t It happen th~t a 
Jewish element would be imperceptibly mtroduced mto ~e theologIcal 
spirit; and that ~'.without ~e~g communicated n:om wItho.ut, but ?y 
spont&neously spnngmg up WIthin, as we obs~rved It ~ do m th~ .hIS
tory of the church constitution an~ of Christian W:OrshI~. GnostiCIsm, 
again, might be attacked in two dIfferent ways; ~Ith~r ~n a w.ay of un
compromising hostility, which refused to reco~ze III It a s~ngle ele
ment of truth, and which hence would be liable Itself to run mto s0D?-e 
opposite extreme of error; or in such a way as to leave room for admIt
ting that alonO' with the error there was also a fundamental truth,
that'there was ~t bottom a true spiritual need, which was only seeking 
its proPer satisfaction, and must find i~ in Christ~anit~. And, in truth, 
Gnosticism could be effectually vanqUished only m thIS la~ter way; o?ly 
by separating in it the true from ~he false, and yresentmg ~ometh~ng 
whereby the spiritual need, the faIlure to recogrnze and satisfy whICh 
had called Gnosticism into existence or promoted its spread, might find 
itself met and answered. Yet there was at the same time great 
danger that, in the very effort to seize and appropriate whatever of 
truth there was in Gnosticism, some of its errors might also be uninten
tionally included. 

The two main tendencies of the theological spirit here denoted, cor
respond to the two tendencies which necessarily belong together in the 
Christian process of transforming the world - but of which either one 
or the other is ever wont to predominate; - the world-resisting and the 
world:appropriating tendency of the Christian mind. The undue pre
dominance of either one of these is, in truth, attended with its own pe
culiar dangers. In connection with this stands another antithesis. 
Christianity is based upon a supernatural revelation; but this revela
tion would be appropriated and understood by the organ of a reason 
which submits to it ; since it is not destined to remain a barely outward 
thing to the human spirit. The supernatural element must be owned 
in its organic connection with the natural, which in this finds its full 
measure and complement. The fact of redemption has for its very 
aim, indeed, to do away the schism between the supernatural and the 
natural; - the fact of God's becoming man is in order to the humani
zation of the divine, and the deification of the human. Hence there 
will eve~ be springing up ~wo tendencies of the theological spirit, cor
respondmg, as must be eVident, to the two just now described and of 
which the one will feel itself impelled to understand and repr~sent the 
supernatural el.em~nt of Ch~stia~ity in its oppqsition to, the other, the 
same element m Its connection WIth, the natural: the one will seek to 
a.pprehe.nd ~e supernatural and supra-rational element as such j the 
other WIll stnve to apprehend the same in its harmony with reason and 
nature, - to present the supernatural and supra-rational to conscious
ness, as that which is still conformed to nature and to reason. Thus 
there eome~ to. be formed a predominanc~ of the supernaturalist or 
of the rationait8t element, both of which should meet together in 
order to a BOlUld and healthy development of Christian doctrine; while 

http:a.pprehe.nd
http:wItho.ut
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f:om the predo~inance of the one or the other of these elements, oppoo' 
slte dangers arise. 

It is very easy to see, that although Christian science must have its 
root iu faith, and grow up out of the interest of faith, and although faith 
which ought to receive into itself and animate all the powers of ~ 
human spirit, must seek to create a scientific understanding out of it
self, yet according to the proportion in which one or the other of these 
interests predominates, one or the other of these tendencies will be 
formed; and hence we must proceed in the first place to inquire, how 
the matter stood in this respect under the given circumstances and con
ditions of the national life and intellectual culture prevailing in the 
period which is the subject of our consideration. 

The first thing that presents itself to our notice here will be, the differ· 
ence between the two great individualities of national character, out of 
which proceeded the civilization of those times, - the Greek and the 
Roman. In the Greek predominated the activity of the intellect,
the scientific, speculative element. Greece was, in fact, the birth-place 
of philosophy. The Roman character, on the other hand, was less mO
bile. It was more fixed and inclined to be tenacious of old usageSj
its tendency was to the practical. Both these mental characteristics 
will mark the peculiar shaping of Christian doctrine and theology,
will in different circumstances operate favorably or unfavorably on the 
process of their development; since both these individualities of char
acter correspond to the peculiar main tendencies above described j and 
it was most desirable, that they should so act as mutually to balance 
and chcck each other. Alexandria, the principal seat of philosophical 
culture, where a philosophy most nearly akin to the religious element, 
viz. the Platonic, then held the supremacy; where, at a still earlier 
period, we saw growing up a Jewish philosophy of religion, gave birth 
also in these centuries, by the blending of Grecian elements of culture 
with Christianity, to a tendency which sought to present the new mat
ter given by revelation in harmony with the previous development of 
reason. But from the school of John, in Asia Minor, there had gone 
forth a tendency, which was opposed to the speculative caprice of the 
Gnostics, and which sought faithfully to prcserve and hold fast the pe
culiar, fundamental doctrines of Christianity, so as to secure them 
against all corruptions. And this tendency it was, which Irenreus,
who had been educated in Asia Minor, in the school of those venera
ble presbyters, the disciples of the A postlc John, - transplanted to 
the West. This Father, distinguished for the sobriety of his practical, 
Christian spirit, posses~ed of a peculiarly sound and discriminating 
tact in determining what was of practical moment in all doctrines, pro
foundly penetrated with a sense of the grandeur of God's works and 
of the limited compMs of the human understanding, perseveringly 
opposes the humility of knowledge to the arrogant pretensions of Gnos
tic speculation, and forms the link of connection betwixt the church of 
Asia Minor and that of Rome, - representing in himself what. wM 
common to them both. But as in the Roman spirit, the practical 
church interest was so absQrbing as to leave no room for the scientific, 
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the West was in want of an organ whereby the spirIt which prevai!ed 
there could scientifically express itse~. Such ~ o:g~ was supphed 
by the church of N Qrth Africa, in a man who umted m hImself the ele
ments of the Roman and of the Carthaginian c~aracter- in Tertu~li8;ll. 
Wanting the chaste sobriety of mind· for which lren::eus was dIstm
guished, Tertullian, though a. foe to speculation, yet could not resist th~ 
impulses of .. profound specul~tive intellect;. and to the dev.out practI
cally Christian element he umted a sp~culativ~ one, - destitute., how
ever of the regular logical form, - whlch contmued for a long time to 
oper:..te through various intermediate agencies in the Western church, 
until it finally impregnated the mind of that great teacher of centu
ries Amrustin in whom Terlullian once more appears under a transfig

, 0 , Ii
ured fonp. A great impression was made on the pecu ar temperament 
of Tertullian by the remarkable phenomenon which sprung out of the 
very midst of that spiritual tendency of Asia Minor we have already 
described, and which we may designate as the extreme of the anti-Gnostic 
position. We mean Montanism. As this forms one of the essential 
elements in his peculiar cast of mind, so it was by him that the princi
ples which lie at the basis of this system were systematically deter
mined, and thereby made to have an influence on the history of West
ern theology. To this important phenomenon we must now direct our 
attention. 

We should but poorly understand this product growing out of the 
developing-process of the church in the second century, if we consid
ered the personal character of the founder, by whom the first impulse 
1188 given, as the main cause of all the succeeding effects. Montanus 
was hardly a man of sufficient importance, to entitle him to be placed 
at the head of any new and grand movement. If an uneducated indi
vidual, who displays the characteristic spirit of the Phrygian race, 
under the impulse of a fanatical excitement, produced by his appear
ance great effects, yet these effects beyond question far exceeded the 
measure of this individual. A TertuIlian, as being the person by whom 
such a spiritual tendency was systematically defined, would assume 
here a more important place. Nor were there any new spiritual eIe
men~, which were here freshly called to life; but only a nucleus was 
furnished ~or elements long before existing, - a point of attachment, 
around whIch these elements would gather. Tendencies of mind 
which were scattered about through the whole church, would here con~ 
ve~g? together. Thus Montanism points out to us kindred elements 
eXlSting everywhere already; and for this very reason it was that the 
impulse, once given, could produce such lITeat and general movements· . h h 0 ,!llnce t e wa.y ad already been prepared for them in the courstJ of the 
mner development of the church itself. Yet while we are careful not 
to overrate the i~por~ce of Montanus, we should also guard against 
the error of ~llowmg hIm none at a~.l Without the impulse given by 
Montanus, th18 whole movement, which produced such a stir and excite-

J .As is done with a. fa.ntastic 80rt of ex- extn:mely deficient, is snfficiently accredited 
agera.tioll, when persona, whOle real exilt- hy history, are represented as mythical per_ 
a_, tbou&h o.r knowledge of them i8 IOlIiftcations of g~neral tendencies. 
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ment in the minds of men, and which we may admit cannot be 
explained from his influence alone, would by no means have arise.n. 
Let us in the first place, then, cast a glance at the process of churela 
development to which Montanism attached itself, and at the general 
tendencies of mind which were grounded in and which are represented 
by it; and then we may proceed to a nearer examination of the persoa 
of the author, and of the effects which proceeded from him. 

Christianity forced its way among mankind, in the first place, as a 
supernatural power; and as such a power it originally presents itself 
also in the character of its effects. The immediateness of inspiration 
was then more strongly marked than in the later times; - those gifts 
of supernatural healing; those gifts of speaking with tongues, of proph
ecy; those effects which suddenly displayed themselves after baptism
such were the signs of the new creation which had seized on human 
nature. But this opposition between the supernatural and the natu
ral was not to last always, but to be overcome by the progressive devel
opment of Christianity. To bring about the harmonious union of the 
supernatual and the natural was its ultimate aim; as to remove the 
discordance which has its ground in sin, was to be the end of the re
demption in its further unfolded effects. The new, divine power, which 
in its outward manifestations had just shown itself as an immediat~ one, 
was to enter into the circle of human instrumentality, and gradually 
appropriate to itself those natural organs and means which were not as 
yet given to it on its first appearance. The Apostle Paul had indeed 
alluded to such an aim, when he admonished Christians to estimate the 
charismata, not by the extraordinary and supernatural appearances 
which more prominently marked their effects, but, on the contrary, by 
the degree in which the natural in them was permeated by the supel;'l 
natural, and in which the form of working of the supernatural was one 
that grew out of the natural course of development; and he distin. 
guished above all others the charismata of Gnosis and of Didascalia" as 
those which were most required for the edification of the church. Ac
cordingly, - as we remarked in the first section, - those extraordi
nary effects of the divine power, which was to be the dominant elemen~ 
of culture for human nature, continally diminished; and the existing 
natural culture began to be turned more and more in the direction of 
Christianity and to be attracted by it. Now, on the boundary between 
these two periods of development, sprang up a reaction, which opposed 
this natural change required by Christianity, and which would hold 
fast the form which was the first to appear in the working of Christian
ity, as the perfect and the abiding one. That which opposed itself to 
the healthy and natural course of development, must necessarily be a 
morbid action. The enthusiasm which surre'ndered itself· to such a 
tendency, must degenerate into fanaticism. 

It may be gathered from what has been said, that since Montanism 
opposed itself to that union and conciliation of the supernatural with 
the natural, which Christianity in its progressive development required 
and prepared the way for, it would partially hold fast to the supernat
ural as contradistinguished from the natural. The supernatural. tM 
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divine, presented itself here toO the religious cons.cio?s;ness .as an irre
sistible agency, which left no room for the human mdlVlduahty of cha!
acter to thrive in free independent development. Hence, from thIS 
point of view, the ecstatic element was reckoned Il:s belonging to ~he 
essence of genuine prophecy; - the human conSCIOusness must retIre 
wholly out of the way, where the voice of the divine Spirit caused 
itself to be heard. The human soul was to stand to this informing 
Spirit only in the relation of an altogeth8r passive organ; as Montanus 
characteristically remarked, Go~ alone is. awake , the n:a~ sle~ps. ~he 
soul stands in the same pasSIVe relatlOn to the dIvme, mformmg 
agency, as the lyre to the instrument (the plectrum) with which it is 
played.I Here, too, in what Montanism introduced, there was nothing 
new. This notion of inspiration had long been familiar to the Jews; 
as we may see in the case of the Alexandrian legend about the verbal 
agreement· of the ~eventy interpreters, in their independent transla
tions of the Old Testament. But such a form of inspiration is much 
better suited to the legal position of the Old Testament, which assumes 
this separation between the divine and the human, than to that of the 
New Testament, which aims at a union between the two, grounded in the 
redemption: But when this, however, was now prominently set forth as 
something belonging to the perfection of the Christian system, as some
thing requisite for the guidallce and growth of the church, a foreign 
element was introduced, and the natural process of development, 
grounded in the church itself, and the spirit which quickens it, could 
not thereby be promoted, but must on the contrary be disturbed and 
hindered. Through such workings of the Paraclete promised by Christ, 
~ch revelations of the prophets and prophetesses, uttering themselves 
m those states of ecstacy, the church was to be ever conducted onward 
in its development, till it attained to its final consummation. We 
should not fail to remark, that Montanism was driven to this one-sided 
supranaturalism, by a polemical opposition which had its ground in a 
genuinely Christian interest against two aberrations of the Christian 
spirit. Opposing i1:ilelf, on the one hand, to the introduction of foreign 
speeulat!ons in the Gnosis, it would secure the pure Christian doctrine 
from this S.Qurce of corruption; while, on the other hand, it resisted a 
~trified, traditional element, which allowed no room for any progres
sive development of the church life, but was for confining down every
thing in fixed and unalterable forms. 

As. it regards, however,. the first designated opposition, it passed 
over mto a tendency hostIle to all culture, to all art and science. 
And, ~ virtue of this opposition to all the mediating activity of reason 
the reslS~nc~ also to the 8~iff and rigid church tendency must take ~ 
~ng .directIon. M~ntamsm would tolerate no pause, no still-stand; 
It reqUIred a progressive development, from the foundation of that un
changeable Christianity contained in the common tradition of· all the 
churches, to the mature age of manhood. But as it had no confidence 

1 TIlDe TertnlliAn considered the amen- sarily connected with the divina virtute 
da, the ucidere letlsu, as IOmething Dec:es- obambrari. 
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in the power of the spirit, regenerated and enlightened by Christianity 
to unfold the conte?ts of Christian tr~th to ever clearer conscious~ 
and to form the lIfe more and more In accordance thereto; as it dia-. 
dained the instrumentality of reason, which was appointed to w_ 
ister, by its own peculiar activity, the treasure imparted to it frolll 
above, nothing else remained but to assume, that Christianity must be 
continually integrated and perfected by means of extraordinary reve
lations continually accruing from without, in relation to which the 
human mind was to remain in a state altogether passive. Thus, a one
sided supranaturalism, which failed duly to acknowledge the effects of 
the redemption in converting the mind, when restored to communion 
with God, once more into an organ for divine things, must be driven to 
deny the adequacy of the divine word bestowed on the church for its 
guidance in knowledge and life, because it lacked the organ requisite 
for understanding and for applying, for working over and digesting 
the included truth therein delivered. A perfectibility of Christianity 
was maintained, after a way which disparaged the work of Christ. 
Thus, one·sided supranaturalism led to the same result as one-sided 
rationalism. 

Now" that which was to be superadded from without, in order to the 
perfecting of the Christian life, but did not proceed of itself from the 
regular development of the Christian principle, could, under the name o~' 
perfecting, really exert no other than a checking and corrupting influence. 
The perfection had reference to the introduction of a mot:e rigid asceti
cism; and in this respect too, we see in Montanism the one-sided appear
ance of a tendency of the Christian life, which had long since existed, 
pushed to its extreme. Multiform new positive precepts were to be im
posed on the church by the new revelations of the Paraclete. But Chris
tianity does, in fact, distinguish itself from Judaism by the very circum
stance, that it substitutes the law of the Spirit in place of the imperative 
letter, and has made an end of all positive commandments, through that 
love which is the fulfilling of the law. A great deal in the new precepts 
of Christ which the sermon on the mount contains, was, in the first 
centuries, less perfectly understood, because men did not refer these 
precepts to the one whole of the new law, grounded in love, and iden
tical with the essence of the Ohristian life itself, but regarded them as 
isolated, positive precepts. The free development of the Christian spirit 
was destined continually to suppress everything positive, by the progres
sive identifying of it with itself (Verinnerlichung). But Montanism, on 
the contrary, was for holding fast the positive as something permanent, 
and by adding to which the church was to be perfected. Accordingly, 
the spirit of Montanism, by itself, without the aid of any outward in
fluences, brought back the Jewish legal position. By this, however, 
we are not in the least degree warranted to suppose that Ebionitism 
had any influence on the development of Montanism; since the latter 
much rather made it a point to bring distinctly to view, and carry out, 
whatever there was new and peculiar, whereby Christianity differed 
from the Old-Testament position; and this end, the new epoch of de
velopment, introduced by the revelations of the Paraclete, was to sub
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sene. Without meaning to m, !lG, M()n~m .grazed up?n a Jewish 
element whioh with eoosoiouBneM and desIgn, It would ditectly com
bat· and in like manner by suppressing the Christian clearness and 

" , ··t dsobriety of understanding through the ecstatic .tranc~, I encourage 
the intermingling of excited and rapturous feehngs wIth the ~~velop
mant or the divine life and thereby grazed on the Pagan pOSltion, as 
we Bhall afterwards ha.;e occasion more particularly to observe. 

The movement of which we speak, took its beginning from a Phry. 
gian by the name of Montanus, who .lived in th~ village of Ardab~, 
on the boundary-line between Phrygla and .MY~la. The charac!e:ur 
tics of the old Phrygian race are displayed ill hIS mode of concmvrng 
Christianity, and in the shape which the.-zeal of th~ new convert :u>
Bumed. In the nature-religion of the anclent Phryglans, we recogrnze 
the eharacter of this mountain race, inclined to fanaticism and su· 
perstition, easily credulous about magic a~d ecstatic transpor~s j a~d 
we cannot be surprised to find the PhrygIan temperament which dlB
pla.yed itself in the ecstacies of the priests of Cybcle an~ Bacchus, 
exhibiting itself once more in the ecstacies and somnambulisms of the 
Montanists. 

Montanus belonged to the class of men in whom the first glow of 
conversion begat an uncompromising opposition to the world. We 
should remember that he lived in a country where the expectation that 
the church should finally enjoy on the theatre of its sufferings, the 
ea.rth itself, previous t{) the end of all things, a millennium of victorious 
dominion - the expectation of a final millennial reign of Christ on 
earth, (the so-called Chiliasm,) particularly prevailed; and where vari
ous pictures of an enthusiastic imagination, representing the character 
or this approaching kingdom, were floating among the people.l The 
time in which he appeared - either during those catastrophes of na.
ture which led t{) the tumultuary attacks of the populace on the Chris
tians,- or during the bloody persecutions of the Emperor Marcus Au
relius8 - was altogether suited to promote such an excitement of 

1 In Phrygia, Papil\!l of Hierapolis had 
cenainly lived and labored, and many pas
sages in t.be Pseudo· Sibylline books contain 
allusions to Phrygia. There is no existing 
reason whatever for supposing. with Lon
gutnle and Blondel, that Montanus or any 
Montanista were themselves the authors of 
such passages; for nothinj!: at all is to be 
fonDd in thOl(l Pseudo-Sibvlline writings 
which belongs to the per:uliai ideas of Mon
taoism. We are led rather to recognize in 
them t.U 111m.! peculiar Phrygian spirit of 
which Montanlsm is also the reflection. 
When we find tile mount Ararat transferred 
in these writings to Phrygia, we perceive 
h_ the same partiality of the Plirygians 
for tbeir own conntry, which they held to 
be the olde:'l in ~e world, as is shown by 
Montanus m flxmg npon the village of 
Pepo.., in Phrygia, as the deallDed lei! of 
&be zaillennilll kingdom. 
-I See VoL I. p. 10.. 

8 There are no distinct and well·authenti
cated facts from which it is possible to form 
a certain conclusion as to the time of Mon
tanus' first. appearance. From the nature of 
the case, however, the first beginning of a 
movement of this kind scarcelv admits of 
being distinctly fixed. Eusebius, in his 
Chronicle, states the year 171 as the time 
when Montanns first appeared. But, as
Muming that the Roman bishop who was 
induced bv Praxeas to excommunic.ate the 
Montanists, was not Victor, but Anicetus,
the reasons for which opiflion I have given 
in my work on Tertullian, p. 486.-it 
would follow, that Montanus had already 
made his appearance, in the lire·time of the 
Roman bishop Anicetus, who died A. D. 
161. Apoll?nius,. cited by Eusebius, (V. 
18,) and Eplphamus, both speak in favor of 
tbe earlier datil. The latter fixes the ap
pearance of Montll11us in about the year
157. 
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feeling, and such a direction of the imagination. It was precisely at 
this time, that the violent controversy arose between the speculative 
Gnostics and the advocates of the ancient, simple doctrine. A graa.t 
deal was said about the corruptions with which Christianity was threat.. 
ened. All this would naturally work on the mind of the Phrygian 
convert, inclined already by temperament to a high-wrought enthusi
asm. And we should observe, moreover, that he lived in a period 
which has already been more fully described as the boundary epoch 
between two stadia in the development of the Christian church. 

He fell into certain states of ecstatic transport, in which, no longer 
master of his own consciousness, and made the blind organ, as he fan
cied, of a higher spirit, he foretold, in oracular, mystical expressions,l 
the approach of new persecutions; exhorted the Christians to a life of 
more rigid austerity, and to an undaunted confession of their faith; 
extolled the blessedness of the martyr's crown, and charged the faith
ful to stake everything in order to win it. He announced the judg
ments impending over the persecutors of the church, the second com
ing of Christ, and the approach of the millennial reign, the happiness 
of which he set forth in the most attractive colors. Finally, he claimed 
to be considered as a prophet sent of God in behalf of the whole 
church, as an inspired reformer of the whole church life. The Chris
tian church was to be elcvated by him to a higher stage of practical 
perfection. A loftier system of Christian morals, befitting its maturity, 
was to be revealed through him; he appealed to Christ's promise, that 
he would, by the Holy Ghost, make known things which the men of 
those times were not yet in a condition to understand. He believed 
himself to be called also to give new expositions of the doctrine of 
faith, which were to serve for the clearing up of the disputed pointa 
most agitated in those districts, and for the defence of those doctrines 
against the objections of heretics. 

It is probable that different epochs should be distinguished in the 
history of Montanus. The ready sympathy with which, in that ex
cited period, what he delivered as revelations from above was received, 
contributed, doubtless, to urge him continually onward, till he attrib
uted to himself a higher mission than he may have thought of claiming 
in the outset; and moreover the point-blank opposition which he after
wards met with from other quarters, served to increase his enthusiasm. 
But our information is too inadequate, to enable us to separate and 
distinguish these several epochs with any degree of accuracy. In 
connection with Montanus, there were two women, Prisca or Priscilla, 
and Maximilla, who claimed also to be regarded as prophetesses. 

We will now proceed to a more detailed account of Montanism, as a 
tendency stamped and characterizcd by distinct principles and doc
trines. We mean that tendency of spirit, as it began with Montanus, 
developed.itself still farther, down to the time of Tertullian, and became 
reduced by him to the form of a system. 

1 'ervo</J(jviat. A contemporary writer yAr;",.<1at. Plutarch on tho ancient oracles, 
cited in Eusebius, l. V. c. 16, uses the term de Pyth. orac. c. 24. 
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We have seen that the fundamental principie of Mo?t.~m was a. 
one-sided supranaturalizing element, which placed .the ~p~t m an alto
gether passive relation to the divine influence. ~~ pnnClp~e a:ppeared 
most strongly prominent in the fir8t gusts of .reh~10us feeling m Mon
tanus and his prophetesses; and the .appr~XlIDation to the <?ld-Te~tar
ment position, introduced by this prinClP:e, IS more clearly dl~cermble 
in the earliest Mont&nistic oracles, than ill the later forms whICh Mon
ta.nism assumed; for in the outset the whole discourse was of God the 
Almighty, not of Christ or the Hol;y Spirit. As the. Almighty n;Ied 
alone in the prophet's soul, and his own self-conSCIOusness retIred 
back God therefore spoke from the soul of the prophet, of which He 
took 'entire possession, as if in His own name. Accordingly, it is as
serted, in one of these oracular sayings of Montanus: "Behold t the 
man is as a. lyre, and I sweep over him as a plectrum. The man 
sleeps, and I wake. Behold! it is the Lord, who estranges the souls 
or men from themselves, and gives men souls." 1 So, in another ora
cle: "I am the Lord, the Almighty God, who take up my abode in 
man : 2 I am neither an angel, nor a messenger i but I am come as the 
Lord himself, God the Father." Also, in a prophecy of Montanus's 
a.ssociate, Maximilla, there is as yet no distinct mention of the Holy 
Spirit or the Paraclete i but the Spirit, vindicating himself from the 
objection that he set men beside themselves, declares, "I am chased 
as a wolf from the midst of the flock. I am no wolf; I am word, and 
spirit, and pOwer." 3 This supranaturalizing principle, expressing itself 
more after a fonn of the Old than of the New Testament, was, to all ap
pearance, consistently adhered to by the Montanistic tendency, as it 
first presented itself, in this respect also, that the new prophets did not 
promise a progressive development of the church, in the sense of one 
which WM to proceed from the new revelations delivered to them i but 
announced that which should bring to a close the whole thread of 
earthly development. They hint at the near approach of a new order 
o! things, the final ~epar~tion.which was to be brought about by Christ 
himself, and the millenrual kingdom to be set up by him on the earth. 
Maximilla is said to have declared expressly, "After me no other 
prophetess shall arise, but the end shall come." 4 The God who had 
dete~:d t? bring about the great judgment, called on the faithful 
by.his vo~ce ill the new prophets, to prepare themselves ..for it by a 
stncter life, so ~hat the Lord, at his second coming, which was 
ne.a.r at ha.n~, mIght find the~ well provided and waiting. With 
this expectatIOn of the approachmg end of the world stood intimately 
eonnec~.d the contempt of life and of all earthly tlll~gs, to which the 
new spmt of the prophets called men. " 

But though many of the predictions of the new prophets were not 

• 1 ?~. 1iv&P'4-;roor.~d "vpa, /C~iJ l-rrrapot I 'PiJ,.o £l,.~, /Cal 'Ir1J£v(.Ul, 1101 rrovo,.tr. See 
wae 11" !!ICT~IJ. ~VV'p"'1rOf If.Otfl4rot, lCt/,yiJ Easob. 1. V. c. 16. 

'YP'IY?P"'" , 16~, If.vPWf tlmll {) I:tcUTa1lf.1!J 'The words are cited in Epi hanias: 

«apdiar IJlIfTP~1r"'V ICO~ 6t6ovr "aprSiar av-" Mer' t,.e -rrPtxfriJrtf oVlCen €UTOt, arM avv. 

~f. Eplphan. heres. 48. reMta 

l'E}il "VP'Of, /CVP.Of {) fTeiJr, 6 'll'avrolCpa.. . 
TIoIp, o:arayll/6p£IJOf h- allfTpc:i1r~. 

http:rrovo,.tr
http:Ir1J�v(.Ul
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fulfilled, yet the principle announced by them entered mightily into the 
development of the Christian consciousness in this period. And .as 
these new revelations were brought into connection with the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit, which, in the church system of theology, was still 
less completely unfolded, with the doctrine of spiritual gifts ad 
with the promises of Christ respecting the Paraclete, the idea' went 
forth, that there were certain seasons or epochs of the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost, through which the progressive development of the 
church was to be promoted; a new momentum superadded to its ri. 
nary, regular course of development, and designed to complete what 
was lacking in it. 

In receiving this principle and looking round for arguments in 1lUp
port of it, Tertullian endeavored to show the necessity of some 800h 
progressive development of the church, by pointing to a law running 
through all the works of God in the kingdoms of nature and of grace. 
" In the works of grace," said he, "as in the works of nature, which 
proceed from the same Creator, everything unfolds itself by certain suc· 
cessive steps. From the seed-kernel shoots forth first the plant; then 
comes the blossom, and finally this becomes the fruit, which itself ar· 
rives at maturity only by degrees. So the kingdom of righteousness 
wlfolds itself by certain stages. In the first place, there was the fear 
of God awakened by the voice of nature, without a revealed law (the 
patriarchal religion;) next followed the stage of childhood under the 
law and the prophets; then that of youth under the glfspel; and at 
length the unfolding of the spiritual life to the ripeness of manhood 
through the new out-pouring of the Holy Ghost, connected with the ap
pearance of Montanus - through the new instructions of the promised 
Paraclete.1 How should the work of God stand still and make no pro
gressive movement, while the kingdom of evil is continually enlarging 
itself and acquiring new strength?" On this ground, the Montanists 
denounced those who were for setting arbitrary limits to the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, as though his extraordinary operations had. been 
confined to the times of the apostles alone. Thus, in a Montanistic 
writing of North Africa, it was said: "Faith ought not to be so weak 
and despondent, as to suppose that God's grace was powerful only among 
the ancients; since God at all times carries into effect what he has 
promised, as a witness to unbelievers and a blessing to the faithful."2 
The later effusions of the Holy Spirit ought rather to exceed all that 
had gone before.3 The fact was appealed to, that Christ himself prom
ised believers the revelations of the Paraclete, as the perfecter of his 
church, through whom he would make known what the men of those 
times would have been unable to comprehend. By this, it was by no 
means intended to deny in general, that the promise above mentioned 
had any reference to the apostles; - but the opinion was simply this, 
that the promise did not refer exclusively to the apostles - did not, in 
its application to them, become entirely fulfilled, but on the contrary 

1 TertulJian. de virgg. veland. c. 1. putanda novitiora qureque ut novissimiora, 
~ Acta Perpeture et Felicitat. Prrefat. secundum exuberationem gratire in ultima 
8 Prrefat. in Acta Perpeture: Majora re- sreculi spatia decretam. 



.referred also to the new revelations by the prophets now awakened,
tha.t these last were a. necessary complement and enlargement of that 
original revelation.l The truth springing from ~e latter and trans
mitted by the general tradition of the church, was lD the former always 
presupposed as an unchanaeable foundation. The new prophets should 
distinguish ~emselves fro~ fals~ te~~ers, and p.rove their divine ~is
sion, by theU' agreement WIth ~s orIginal revelatlOn. But proceed~g 
on such foundation, the ChrIstIan system of morals and the entire 
church life should be carried still further onward by these new revela
tions . - for the men who were first weaned from paganism and sensual
ity, ':ere not as yet in a condition to unders~nd the requi~i~ions of C.hriB
tian perfection. Moreover, by these revelations, the ChnstIan doctrmes, 
attacked by the ever encroaching sects of the heretics, were to be de
fended. As the heretics made use of arbitrary and false interpretations 
to explain the holy scriptures, (from which, too, they might best be refu
ted,) in accordance with their own notions; so by these new revelations a 
fixed and settled authority would be established against them. Finally, 
they were to supply means for resolving disputed questions on matters 
of faith and practice.2 He~ce the Montanist Tertullian, towards the 
end of his treatise on the resurrection, addressing himself to those who 
were willing to draw from ilie fountain of these new revelations, says 
to them, "You will thirst for no instruction; - no questions will per
plex you." 

Thus M&ntanism set over against the rigid, traditional element, one 
of free, progressive movement. The occupiers of this new position 
were better prepared to distinguish between what was changeable and 
what was unchangeable in the church development, since they admitted 
tk imm'ldahility of the doctrinal tradition alone,. - they maintained 
that the regulations of the church might be altered and improved by 
tk progre8&ve instructions of the Paraclete, according to the exigen
ciu of the times.S While, moreover, according to the view taken by 
the ~hurch, the bishops were. r~g:,"rded as the sole organs for diffusing 
the influences of the Holy Spmt lD the church, being the successors of 
th~ ~postles and the ~nheritors of their spiritual power; - it was the 
oplDlon of the Montamsts, on the other hand, that besides the ordinary 

. organs of church guidance, there were still higher ones - those extra
ordinary or~ans, the prophets awakened by the Paraclete. The latter 
only, accordmg to the VIew taken by the Montanists, were the succes
sors of.the apostles in the hig~est sense, the inheritors of their spiritual 
power lD full. Hence Tertullian sets over against the church consist
';fig of the number of bi~hops, the church of the Spirit, which manifests 
tuelf' through. men enbghtened by the Holy 8pirit.4 While it was the 
c!U'tom to derIve the power conceded to the bishops from the power to 
bmd and to loose conferred on Peter, the Montamst Tertullian, on the 

. 1 Tertullian. de plIdieitia, c. 12
8 Tertullian. de corona milit. c. 3. 

'l'ertullian. de virgg. veland. repl'eBenl8 
t Tertullian. de pudicitia, c. 21 : Ecelesia 

AI. ~e ~~inistratio Paracleti, quod disci. spiritus per spiritalem hominem, non eoole. pUna .dirigltnr, quod scriptnne reve1antur, 1111. numerus episcoporum. quod mtellect118 reformatur. 

VOL. I. 44 
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other hand, maintained that these words referred only to Peter persoJl. 
ally, and to those who, like Peter, were filled with the Holy Ghost in
directly'! They who followed the voice of the Holy Ghost speaking 
through the medium of the new prophets, being the spiritually minded 
genuine Christians, (Spiritales,) constituted the church in the prope: 
sense; while, on the other hand, the opposers of the new revelations 
were usually styled the carnally minded, the Psychical. 

Thus Montanism set up a church of the Spirit, consisting of the spiro 
itales homines, in opposition to the prevailing outward view of that in
stitution. Tertullian says: "The church, in the proper and preeminent 
sense, is the Holy Spirit, in which the Three are One, - and next, the 
whole community of those who are agreed in this faith (that God the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one) is called, after its founder 
and consecrator, (the Holy Spirit,) the church." 2 The Catholic point 
of view expresses itself in this - viz. that the idea of the church is put 
first, and by this very position of it, made outward; next, the agency 
of the Holy Spirit is represented as conditioned by, and hence derived 
through, this mediation.3 Montanism, on the other hand, like Protes
tantism, places the Holy Spirit first, and considers the church as that 
which is only derived. Assuming this position, the order would be re
versed: Ubi Spiritus, ibi ecclesia; et ubi ecclesia, ibi Spiritus. But 
the Montanistic conception does not coincide with the Protestant; 
for in the former it is not the general fact of the actuation of the Holy 
Spirit, as it takes place in all believers, but the above described extra.
ordinary revelation, which is meant. Partly this latter, which is here 
placed as the original thing, and partly the acknowledgment of the 
same in its divine character, constitute, according to the Montanistic 
view, the essence of the true church. It is that church in which God 
awakes the prophets, and by which the prophets are recognized as 
Buch. 

Since again, according to the Montanistic theory, prophets could be 
awakened from among Christians of l':Veryj rank; since the Montanists 
expressly regarded it as one of the characteristics of this last epoch in 
the development of God's kingdom, that, according to the promises in 
the prophet J oel,4 which were now passing into fulfilment, the gifts of 
the Spirit were to be dispensed to Christians of every condition and 
sex without distinction; and since requisitions in regard to the Christian 
walk which before had been confined wholly to the spiritual order, 
were extended by the new revelations to all Christians as such; they 
were thus led to give prominence once more to that idea of the dignity 
of the universal Okristian calling, of the priestly dignity of all Ohris

1 Secundum Petri personam, spiritalibus RIque ita exi~de etiam numerus, qui in 
potestas ista conveniet, aut apostolo aut pro hane fidem conspiraverint, ecclesia lib aue
phetal. L. c. tore et consecratore censetur. L. c. 

2 Nam et ecclesia proprie et principaliter 8 As in the well-known words of IrenlllUS: 
ipse est Spiritus, in quo est trinitas unius Ubi ecclesia, ibi Spiritus j et ubi Spiritus, ibi 

divinitatis. l11am eeclesiam congregat, quam ecc1esia. 

Dominus in tribus posuit, (where two or i Prsefat. in Act. Felicit. 

three are gathered together in his name,) 
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tiam which had been in a measure, suppressed by the confounding 
together of' the fundam~ntal principles of Judais!D and Chri~tianity.l 

But although the idea o~ the. church and of !ts progresslve develop
ment was in one phase of It seIZed by Montamsm ~~r a fr?er and a 
more spiritual manner, yet in another ~espect, by d~nvmg thIs progres
sive development from new, extraordmary revelatlo~s? from a n~wly 
awakened prophetic order, it fell back upon the posItion of JudaIsm. 
While accordinO' to the ordinary church principles, the Old Testament 
prieafAood was transferred over to the Christian church; according to 
the Montanistic view, the Old Testament order of prophets was thus 
transferred. And it is noticeable, that the Catholic church,' which 
afterwards adopted many of the views which in the beginning she cen
sured in Montanism, seized particularly on many things asserted by the 
Montanists concerning the relation of the new revelations by their 
prophets to the ground-work of church tradition and scripture doctrine, 
in order to explain the relation of the decisions of general councils to 
both these matters. A new particular was superinduced on the church 
notion of tradition; - to holding fast on the original doctrine once de
livered, was added the element of a progressive advancement in har
mony with this doctrine, and derived from the Holy Spirit. But while 
this actuation of the Holy Spirit was regarded, from the Montanistic 
point of view, as one that proceeded from newly awakened, extraordi
nary OfgaIlS ; it was, by the principles of the church, transferred to the 
regular organs of the church guidance, the bishops. We must here 
bring in also what has already been said concerning the Montanistic 
notion of inspiration.2 

But this way of considering inspiration, which, derived from the Jews, 
had, up to this time, chiefly prevailed also aInong the fathers of the 
church, was now gradually suppressed by the opposition to Montanism. 
Its violent opponents condemned the ecstatic state without reserve; 
consideri~g it rather as the sign of a false prophet. Unfortunately, the 
work agamst Montanism by the Christian rhetorician M'Iltiades in which 
this very point was set forth, that the ecstacy was a state of mind at 
variance with the character of a true prophet,S has not reached our 
times; - a work by which probably much light would be shed on the 
~he~ interesting discussions about the notion of inspiration. Men were 
Inclined .to trace the e~stacy to an agency o.f t~e evil spirit, as a spirit 
of confUSIon and of schIsm; and contrasted It WIth the influences of the 
Holy Spirit! as a spirit of ~o~er a.t;td clear self-possession. Men were 
for de~ouncillg ~he M~ntaDl8tic notion of the prophet and the prophetic 
office ill everythmg, WIthout attempting to separate what was true in it 
from wha~ was fals~. But the more . fr~e and unbiassed spirit of the 
Alexandnan school 18 to be seen also, lD lts judgment on these phenom

1 AI, for example, Tertu11ian de mono !Hi conspicit. vel cum per ipsum Deus loqmgami.. 
tur, necesse est excidat sensu, obumbratus 

I The definition of such an ecstatic state scilicet virtute divina. 
~ the Montanistic mind, is to be found in 8 ITtpt TOV ,.,.~ 6elv trPO#JT1]V iv kICI1Taae&
Tertullian, c. Marc. L IV. c. 22: In spiritn !.wiv.
homo constitutus, prll!Sertim cum gloriam 
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ena. It is true, Clement of Alexandria, too, represents the ecstacy ~ 
the sign of a false prophet, and of the actuation of the evil spirit, where
by the soul becomes estranged from itself; 1 but yet he declared him. 
self opposed to those who, as he expresses it, unreservedly condemned, 
with a blind zeal of ignorance, everything that proceeded from these 
false prophets, instead of inquiring into what was said, without respect 
to the person, and ascertaining whether it contained any portion of 
truth.2 In contradicting Montanism, men fell into the erroneous the
ory at the opposite extreme. Unwilling to admit that there was anything 
at all of an unconscious nature in the prophets of the Old Testament, 
they attributed to them a clear, conscious knowledge of everything in
cluded in the divine promises which they announced; 3 - a view of the 
matter which could not fail to obscure the right understanding of the 
relation between the Old and New Testaments, and to prevent an un
biassed exposition of the latter. 

As we observed above, in giving the general characteristics of Mon· 
tanism, it grazed closely, by vitiating the Christian principle, upon Ju· 
daism on the one side and upon paganism on the other. 

States somewhat akin to what occurred in pagan divination, phenom
ena like the magnetic and somnambulist appearances occasionally pre
sented in the pagan cultus, mixed in with the excitement of Christian 
feelings. Those Christian females who were thrown into ecstatic 
trances during the time of public worship, were not only consulted about 
remedies for bodily diseases, but also plied with questions concerning 
the invisible world. In Tertullian's time, there was one at Carthage, 
who, in her states of ecstacy, imagined herself to be in the society of 
Christ, and of angels. The matter of her visions corresponded to what 
she had just heard read from the holy scriptures, what was said in the 
Psalms that had been sung, or in the prayers that had been offered.' 
At the conclusion of the service and after the dismission of the church, 
she was made to relate her visions, from which men sought to gain in
formation about things of the invisible world; as, for example, about 
the nature of the soul. 

The Jewish element discovered itself in the pretended completion 
of the system of morals by new precepts which had particular refer
ence to the ascetic life. Thus, fasting on the dies stationum, which 

I Strom. lib. I. f. 3ll, where he says of 
the false prophets: T~ o1'r, Duro, tv "-"ura
(JU rrpoccpirrf;vov, w~ UV U1rOt1TUTOV OULKDVOl, 

where, without doubt, there is a play on 
words in the use of the terms iKrJrauu; and 
a7ro(Jr!.t:rT/~. 

2 IIis words are: Ov ,lev O«}. rov Aiyovra 
/(arayv{Jurtov up.ai};;" "a, row Aeyoflevwv, 
o1rep Ka, e"" TWV 1rpo'/JT/relmv vvv oil Aeyo
!lev= 1rapar'llP'IIriDv' uAAU TU AeY0!leVa 
UK01r1/reoV d Tit, ciArr&eia, txera,. Strom. 
1. VI. f. 6<17. As we might expect from 
Clement a more un biassed judgment than 
was commonly entertained by others, we 
have so much the more reason to regret the 
loss of the work, in which he designed to 

speak more fully of Montanis~, - if, i!l' 
deed, he ever executed that deSIgn, -VIZ. 

his book '/rEP' 1rp0'/JT/reiar. Vid. Strom. L 
VI. f. 51l. 

8 E. g. Orig. in Joann. T. VI. § 2: IIpo
1rerw, u7ro'/JijvarriJa, 1rep' 1rPO'/J~T{J~, W, o,v 
uO'/JWv, ei fl7J vevO~Kau, Tit ci?"o LOwV UTI)
!laTO,. 

i Tertullian. de anima, c. 9, says of her: 
Et vidct et audit sacramenta, et quorundam 
corda dignoscit et medicinas desiderantibus 
submittit. Jam vero prout scripturre )~un· 
tur, aut psalmi canuntur, aut allocutio'!llII 
proferuntur, aut petitiones del~gaDtur, Ita 
inde materire visionibus submimstrantur. 
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till now had been considered a voluntary thing, (see above,) was p~ 
scribed as a law for a.ll Christians. It ~as also made a law, that this 
fast should be extended to three o'clock in the afternoon. During 
three weeks of the year, a meagre die~, like that adopted of fre~ c.hoici 
by the contmentes or aa~;'ra" ~ enjomed as a. 1:,,'91' on. ~ Chnstians.. 
Against these Montanistic ordinan~es, the remaI~ng spmt of evangeh
cal freedom still nobly and emphatically declared ltself: but afterwards 
the spirit which- here expressed itself in Montanism, also passed over 
into the Catholic church. 

From Montanism proceeded a tendency, which, instead of leading 
men to value the blessings of humanity according to. their true rela
tion in the view of Christianity, to the highest good - the kingdom 
of God -led them only to place the one over against the other. And 
the same tendency, by the undue prominence it gave to the divine ele
ment as a power to s.uppress every human motive, would lead also to a 
quietism that crippled and discouraged human activity. On this princi
ple, neither would the blessings of the earthly life be estimated according 
to their real worth, nor the use of the requisite means for securing and 
preserving them be acknowledged as a duty. Accordingly, Montanism 
tended to foster a fanatic longing after martyrdom. It set up the prin
ciple, that in submitting to the divine will, men should do nothing to 
avoid thos~ persecutions,2 which it was God's will to suspend over 
Christians for the trial of their faith. This spirit of Montanism char
acteristicallyexpresses itself in the following oracle: "Let it not be your 
wish to die on your beds in the pains of child-birth, or in debilitating fever; 
but desire to die as martyrs, that He may he glorified, who suffered for 
yon." The same tendency of spirit pushed Montanism, in its anxiety 
to avoid an accommodating disposition, which might prove injurious to 
faith, to the other extreme of sternly renouncing all those usages of 
civil and social life which could in any way be traced to a Pagan ori
gin; of despising all those prudential maxims by which it was possible 
to avert; the suspicion of the Pagan authorities. It seems, among 
other things, to have been objected to the Montanists, that, by their 
frequent meetiI;lgs for fasting and prayer, they defied the established 
law8 against secret assemblies.3 

This tendency of the moral spirit led to an undue estimation of ce
libacy; - and the. ~married life was. a~ready particularly recommend
ed by the Montanistle prophetess PnsCllla, to the clerical order as if
!t was in' this way only they could be the worthy channels of holy 
infiuences,· could properly render themselves capable of receivinct the 

. 0 

1 The 80 Called XePOphagire. - Sunday Quadrall'esimal fasts in the later church; -
Bnd the SahbalIa were excepted from thes'c and so mdeed they are called by .Jerome,
fasts. Tho Montanists were at difference (ep. 27, ad Marcellum): "illi Ires in anno 
with the Roman chureh in respect also to faciunt quadragesimM." 

the not fasting on the Sabbath, (ijee above.) 2 See Tertullian. de fuga iJ1 persecut.

At the time of Jerome, when, however the • 8 De jejuniis, c. 13: Quomodo in nobis 

Montanists seem to have departed in n:any Ipsam quoque unitatem jejunationum et 
respects, 88, for example, in respect to the xerophagiarum et stationum denotaris ~ 
thurch comlitution, from their original in Nisi forte in senatusconsulta ct in princi. 
ltitutions, they had thtee woeks of Xero. pu~ mandata coitionibus opposita deLin
phagire. These may be compared with qunnus. 
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divine gifts of the spirit.l Hence, we may observe another instance 
in which Montanism passed over into the Catholic church. 

Now an ascetic spirit of this sort is elsewhere usually coupled with 
ignorance of the marriage state, as a form for the realization of tlut 
highest good; and this ignorance is usually based on a sensuous and 
barely outward conception of this relation. But Montanism united 
with this ascetic tendency, a conception of the marriage institUtion di
rectly opposed to the one just mentioned. We see the influence of 
the peculiar Christian spirit manifested in Montanism, by the promi. 
nence it gives to the idea of marriage, in that view of it which was 
first clearly suggested by Christianity, - as a spiritual union, conse
crated by Christ, of two individuals, separated by sex, in one oommon 
life. The Montanists held, therefore, that the religious consecration 
of such a lmion was a matter of the highest moment; they reckoned 
it as belonging to the essence of a truly Christian marriage, that it 
should be concluded in the church, in the name of Christ. A marriage 
otherwise contracted, was looked upon by them as an unlawful connee
tion.2 Regarding the institution in this light, it followed again, that 
Montanism would allow of no second marriage, after the death of the 
first husband or the first wife; for marriage being an indis80luhk 
union in the spirit, not in the flesh alone, was destined to endure be· 
yond the grave.3 In this instance, also, the Montanists, in their legal 
spirit, only pushed to the extreme, a view to which others doubtless 
were inclined.4 And it is clear, that in this matter too, the Montanis
tic element passed over into a Catholic one; for the way was thus pre
pared for the sacramental view of the marriage institution. 

The severe legal spirit of Montanism displays itself in the zeal it 
manifested for the more rigid principles of penance.6 But the Montar 
nists, so far as they failed, like their opponents, rightly to distinguish 
baptism and regeneration, and rightly to understand the relation of 
faith and the forgiveness of sin to the entire Christian life, were in· 
volved in the same error which lay at the foundation of this whole dis
pute on the ~xtension of absolution.6 Thc moral zeal against that false 
confidence in the efficacy of absolution which tended to encourage the 
feeling of security in sin, expresses itself in the following exposition of 
Tertullian, aimed against a wrong application of the passage in 1 John 

1 The words of Rigaltius, published in Ter unam camem, aut jnnctos deprehendens in 
tullian's work de exhortatione castit:ttis, e. 11, eadem, conjunctionem signavit. (Where.to 
are: Quod sanctus minister sanctimoniam thc marriage contracted hy two ~ar!Ul' 
noverit ministrare. Purificantia enim con while they were still pagans, the sancufymg 
cordat et visioncs vident ct poncntes faciem consecration of Christianity is superadded.) 
deorsum et;'\m VOCC8 auditmt manifestas, 8 See 'I'<!rtullian. de monogamia and ex· 
tam salutares quam ct occultas. hormt. castitatis. 

2 Tertullian. de pudieiti:t, .,. 4: Pencs nos 4 Athenao-oras (leO'at, pro Christian, f. 
occultoo quoque ('onjunctioncs, id est, non 37, ed. Colon) stylc~ the yafLor devrepoc 
prius apud ecclcsiam profesgoo, juxta m(C tlJ1rpem'ir: pmxtia. Origen (Tom, in Matti!. 
chiam et foruicationcm judicari pcriclitan· f. 363) says that Paul gave permission for 
tnr, nee inde cons('rtlll obtentLl mntrimonii a second marriaO'e after the death of the 
('rimen ell1dunt.. Ac('ording to the princi· first husband oro the first wife: 'lrpiJr fl}.v 
pIes of Montnni~m, the essence of a tme UKA17POKaprJiav i) lun9-elleiav. 
marriage in the Christillll sense is, (de mo· 5 See on this controversy, vo!. I.p.217,f. 
nogamia., c. 20): cum Deus jungit duos in 6 L. c, 

http:Where.to


1: 7. "John says, if we woukl "I'I'alk in the light, as he is in the 
light we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Chri~t his Son cleanseth us from all sin. Do we sin then, if we walk 
in the light and shaJI we be cleansed if w~ sin in ~e light? By no 
means F~r whosoever sins is not in the hght, but m darkness. He 
is Bho..ring then how we sh~ be cleansed from sin, if we walk in the 
light in whlch ~o sin can be committed; for such is the power of the
blood of (JI,Nt that those whom i~ has cleansed from sin, it thence
forth pi-eserves pure, if they continue to walk in t~e light." 1 

It is true as we have remarked, that Montamsm encouraged the 
fanatic enth~iasm for martyrdom; for, according to the Montanistic 
doctrine, the martyrs would be entitled to ~nter immed.iately after 
death into a higher state of blessedness, to whic? o~her be~l~vers c?uld 
obtain no admittance; 2 yet the struggle to mamtain a ngld pemten
tial discipline induced the Montanist Tertullian to oppose the undue 
homage which in another respect was paid to the martyrs. Since 
many, for instance, to whom Montanism refused absolution, could ob
tain it, in the Catholic church, through the mediation of the confessors,s 
Tertullian was led to denounce this false confidence in the efficacy of 
their intercession, and to chastise the spiritual arrogance of these men. 
" Let it satisfy the martyrs," said he, " to have purged themselves of 
their own sins. It flavors of ingratitude or arrogance, to pretend to 
bestow on others what it must be considered a great favor to have ob
tained for one's self. Who, but the Son of God only, has paid the 
debt of death for others by his own? For to this end he came, that, 
free from sin and perfectly holy himself, he might die for sinners. 
Thou, therefore, who wouldst emulate Him in procuring the forgiveness 
of Bins, suffer for me, when thou art free from sin thyself. But if thou 
art .. sinner, how can the oil of thy puny lamp suffice at once for mil 
and for thyself? " 4 

In accordance with the one-sided, supr(Vnaturalistic element of the 
acheme we have been COnSidering, the expectations and attention of the 
Montanists were so directed as to observe, not how Christianity was to 
tran.efunn the life of humanity, by beginning from within and working 
outwards, but how the kingdom of Christ was to gain the dominion of 
the world by some outward miracle. Here full scope was given tQ 
their extravagant coloring of Chiliasm; and in this respect also, they 
only pushed to the furthest extreme, a way of thinkirig which very 
generaJIy ~n:va.iled in the church. 

1f by p'eti8m .we understand that morbid direction of pious feelings 
where some arbItrary figment, some excrescence from without some
thing C8.8t over and over in the same mould, is substituted for the nat
ural development of the Christian life, - in other words the reaction 
of & legal principle wit~ the boso~ of Christianity, - then we shaJI 
have ~ood cause to conslder M"ontanism 8.8 the earliest form of mani
festatlOn of what may properly be styled pietism. 

1 De pudicitia, c. 19. Which work re
I The Paradise j see Tertullian, de anifers reueral~ to [hi. dispute. mL Co :16.

See vol. J. p 220. 
t De pudicitia, c. 22. 
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What tended to further the spread of this party, was in part ita re
lation to Christian principles long before existing, alid in part the eon~ 
tagious influence of enthusiasm, and the manner in which spiritual 
pride was here nourished; since he who acknowledged the new proph
ets., might directly consider himself to be a truly regenerate man, a 
member of the select company of the spiritually minded, (Spiritales,) 
and despise all other Christians as carnally minded, (Psychici,) as not 
yet truly regenerated. 

The controversy on Montanism was conducted with extreme violence, 
first in Asia Minor. Synods were held for the purpose of inquiring 
into the affair, at which many declared themselves opposed to it; the 
proceedings of these synods were sent to the more distant churches, 
and these were thus drav{n into the dispute. It is to be regretted, that, 
owing to the want of distinct accounts, the whole of these proceedings, 
and hence the gradual formation of the Montanistic sects, and their 
relation to the rest of the church, are matters involved in great obscu
rity. Though the Montanists considered themselves to be the only 
genuine Christians, and looked upon their opponents as being Christians 
but in part, and as occupying an inferior position; t):J.ough they thought 
themselves exalted above all the rest of the church, yet it does not ap
pear that they were inclined to separate immediately from the latter, 
and to renounce its fellowship; they wished only to be considered 
the ecclcsia spiritus, spiritalis, within the ecclesia made up of the 
psychical multitude. They introduced a similar distinction into the 
practical province, as the Gnostics had done into the theoretical. It 
is .true, by this practically aristocratic spirit, the essence of the Chris
tian church was not exposed to so much danger, as it could not fail to 
be by the theoretical; but yet the adherents of the new prophetic or· 
der could not be tolerated in that relation to the rest of the church in 
which they were' continually seeking to extend themselves more widely, 
without great injury to the church life; for they claimed only tolera
tion at first, in order that they might gradually establish thcir own 
supremacy. . 

The community at Lyons had among them, at the time of the bloody 
persecution which they experienced under the Emperor Marcus Aure
lius, many members from Asia Minor; and they were led by their 
close connection with the Asiatic church, to take a lively interest in 
the proceedings relative to Montanism. The community wrote to 
Eleutherus, bishop of Rome, and the presbyter Irelllllus was the bearer 
of their letter. Much light would be shed on the whole subject, had 
we more distinct information respecting the contents of this letter; but 
Eusebius 1 barely remarks, that the judgment on the matter expressed 
by the church was just and orthodox. Now, as Eusebius certainly 
c~msidered the Montanistic tendency as heretical, we might infer from' 
this remark of his, that the judgment expressed in the letter was <lne 
unfavorable to the Montanists. But in this case, the letter could not 
.have had in view the end which Eusebius assigns to it, that of putting 

1 Lib. V. c. 8. 



an eBd to the disputes. It wouldba.rmonize most perfectly with this 
end, to suppose tba.t the letter WIltS written in a spirit o~ Ch~sti~ 
moderatioD, which sought to lessen the importanc~ of th~ P010ts 10 dIs
pute to refute the various exaggerated charges laid ag~st the Mon
tanistic churches, and, in the diversity of vie,!s respectmg the ~o~ 
of the new prophetic order, to inculcate the Importance ~f Chnstian 
llD8.Tlirnity. On this supposition, we may explam why Orlgen ~hould 
express 80 favorable an ,opinion of the conten~ of the letter.' ,;hlCh. ~e 
could not have done, had it breathed a deCIdedly MontanistlC spmt. 
~ supposition accords best, moreover, with the known chara~ter ~f 
lrenalus, a man of moderation and a lover of peace; as also WIth hIS 
opinions, which, without being Montanistic, were yet not wholly unfar 
vorable to the Montanists. By this mission, Eleutherus was persuaded 
probably to make peace with those churches; but, soon after, Praxeas 
cL Asia Minor, a violent opponent of Montanism, came to Rome; and 
partly by presenting before the Roman bishop the opposite conduct of 
his two predecessors, Anicetus and Soter,1 partly by his unfavorable 
representations relative to the condition of the Montanistic churches, 
persuaded him to revoke all that he had hitherto done. The Montar 
nists now proceeded to form and propagate themselves as a distinct 
sect. They were styled (Jataphrygians, from the name of their coun
try; also Pepuzians, because Montanus, it was said, taught that a 
place called Pepuza, in Phrygia, perhaps the first seat of the Montar 
nistic church, was the chosen spot from which the millennial reign of 
Christ was destined to begin. 

It might be gathered from the relation of Montanism to the prevail
ing spiritual tendencies in the church, that there would be various grar 
dations and stages of transition between the latter and Montanism de
cidedly expressed; as also many shades of difference amongst its oppo
nents, from those that were not disposed to overlook the Christian ele
ment in this appearance,-88 for example a Clement of Alexandria,
down to those who, by their uncompromising opposition, were driven to 
another extreme, and to a depravation of the Christian spirit of another 
kind. As Montanism confounded together the Old and New Testa,. 
ment positions, its antagonists were led to draw with so much the 
greater precision the line of'demarcation between them. Their current 
wa.tch-word was. borro~ed from Matthew 11 : 13, " The prophets and 
th~ law p:ophesled until John the Baptist - then they were to cease." 
This maXIm they opposed as well to the new ascetic ordinances and 
to th.e new precep~ curtailing Christian freedom, as to the new pro
phetic ?rder by whIch the church must allow itself to be governed.!! 
Tertullian remarks, of those who so applied the above passage, that they 
would ha:ve do~e better to banish the. HoI,}' Spi~it entirely from the 
ohurch, smce hIS agency was so wholly dlSpenled wIth.s But his accu

1 The trath of what is here 8Iaened cle itis .~eo,..sicot de gratia, ita de disclplina. 
penda, however, on the qnestion whether De JeJUDUS, c. 11. 
..-bishop before mentioned 11'81 ElentharlJl • 8 S~perest, n,* totum auferatis, quantum or Victor. ID vobiS tam otlosum. De jejuniis, c. 11. 

S Tertn\Iian replies: P&Ios tenninale" fir
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sation is, in this case, unjust; for both parties were agreed in believing 
that the church could not subsist without the continued actuation of the 
Holy Spirit. The only point of dispute between the two parties was 
the question about the form of that agency, whether it was one which 
lay at the ground in the whole ordinary course of the development of 
the church, or whether it was newly created by a divine, supernatural 
interposition. And it was these very antagonists of Montanism, wno 
seem to have prominently set forth in contrast to the Old Testament 
view, the conception of the Holy Spirit, as the new, animating princi
ple, both of the individualities of character and also of their harmoni
ous combination in the communities which it actuated; - from which 
specific difference itself they drew their conclusion, that the church 
could not be made dependent on any new prophetic order. But the 
most decided opponents of Montanism, such as the Alogi hereafter to 
be mentioned, either denied the continuance of the miraculous giful 
which distinguished the Apostolic church, the charismata, which, in their 
form, discovered something of a supernatural character; or were not 
ready to acknowledge the prophetic gift as a thing that p~tained to the 
Christian economy, but considered it as belonging exclusively to the 
Old Testament; and hence they could not admit any prophetic book 
into the canon of the New Testament. It is to be regretted, that our 
information is so scanty respecting the party of the Alogians, so called; 
and that the work of Hippolytus on thc charismata, which was prob~ 
bly written in opposition to those ultra anti-Montanists, has not reached 
our times. We should otherwise have been enabled to speak with more 
definiteness and certainty on this disputed point, and on the manner in 
which it was handled. 

There were antagonists of Montanism, who opposed to a fanatical 
tendency on the side of the feelings, a negative tendency on the side 
of the understanding; and who, from the dread of what was fanatical, 
rejected much also that was genuinely Christian. It is true, as must 
be evident from what has been said, that Montanism formed the ex
treme point of the anti-Gnostic spirit; but that ultra anti-Montanistic 
tendency of the understanding, however, must, in order, to maintain 
itself in its dry sobriety, so hostile to everything of a transcendent 
character, have been no less opposed to the speculative and mystical 
element in Gnosticism. And the dread of the Gnostic tendency 
might, precisely in the same way as the dread of the Montanistic, push 
men to one-sided negations. It is easy to understand how persons with 
some partial leaning of this sort must be struck with the peculiar ele
ment of St. John as wholly foreign from their own views; and how 
they would be inclined to bring up the differences between the gospel 
according to John, and the others, which seemed more accordant with 
their own opinions,! for t!le purpose of showing, that the gospel which 
the Montanists were chiefly in the habit of quoting in defence of their 
doctrine on the new revelations, was not a genuine one. Irenreus, from 

1 As, for example, according to .the testi- John, that in the Synoptical evangelists 
monyof Epiphanius, (hreres.51,) that the mention is made of one passover, in John 
history of the temptation is omitted in of two. 

http:hreres.51
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whom we have the first account of this party, certainly goes too far, 
when he tells us, that they rejected the gospel of John on account of 
the passage in it which speaks of the Paraclete.1 That p~sage alone 
could not possibly have induced them to such a step; for In t~uth they 
needed only to limit, as was actually done by oth~rs, the prolDlse ~o the 
apostles in order to deprive the Montanists of thIS support. As It was 
their J>~tice however, when those words of Christ were adduced by 
those who h~ld the Montanistic views, to pronounce the whole book 
which contained them a spurious one, it was a na~ural course., suggested 
by the propensity so common in ~eological polemICS, o~ draWIng general 
conclusions from partial facts, to infer that they had reJected the gospel 
on account of this single text alone. . . 

Apart from the consideration that ~he antagonISts of Montam~~ 
must reject the Apocalypse as a prop~etlC book, and. fav.orable to Chlli
88m the whole drift and style of this book must In Itself have pos
sess~d something alien from the spirit of this party of the sober under
standing. They made sport of the seven angels and the seven trum
pets of the Revelation. ~et such a prosai.c tendency?f the unde~
standing as the above descnbed, was somethmg too foreIgn from thIS 
youthful age of the church, to allow of its meeting with any very gen
eral reception. 

As in Montanism a tendency repellant of the existing elements of 
culture appeared in its most decided form; so, on the other hand, the 
tendency which strove to reconcile the existing culture with Christian
ity, and to cause it to be pervaded with the spirit of Christianity, pre
sented itself especially in the Alexandrian school. But the question 
arises, from what source is this tendency to be derived, and what was 
its original aim, - whether perhaps it was, in the outset, merely a pro
vision to communicate religious instruction to the pagans, or whether 
there had existed in Alexandria, from the first, a school to educate 
teachers for the Christian church, a sort of theological seminary for the 
clerical order. The notices of Eusebius 2 and of Jerome 3 are too in
definite to furnish any solution of this question; and besides, neither of 
these church Fathers was so situated as to be able duly to distinguish 
the form of this school as it existed in his oum time from what it origi
nally was. W6 must therefore content ourselves with what may be 

1 I:reDleas, lib. m. c. 11, § 9. His words 
are: Uc donum spiritas frastrentur, quod 
in novissimis temporibus secundnm placi
tnm Patris efi'usnm est iu hnmannm genns, 
illam 8peciem non admittunt, qUal est se
cundum Joannis evangelinm, in qua Para
cletum Be missurum Dominus promisit. 

I Lib. VI. e. 10, that a Il,,!aaICUAEtOIl ItpOJII 
MY"''' had existed there from ancient times, 
which according to the church phraseology 
may be most naturally interpreted 18 mean
ing • school for the expounding of the 
scripturea. But thia does not sUffice to 
cbaracterize the particular mode and form 
UDder which the Alexandrian school ap
pw-edj though it is easy to bring into theee 
worda all that belonged to tbeolorical8tady 

in the sense of this school, when its condi
tion and character are once nnderstood. 
For its Gnosis was designed, without any 
doubt, to fnmish a key for the ri~ht under
standing of scripture, and was to be derived 
from scripture by allegorical interpretation. 
A distinct classification of different theo
logical disciplines, as exegesis, dogmatics, 
etc., is, in this"ge of the church, when every 
thing WI8 stin in one chaotic mass, not to 
be thought of, -as hl8 been ven clearly 
pointed out by Hr. Director Hasselbach of 
Stettin, where he explains this phrase in 
his Diasertation de schola, qure Alexandrim 
f1oroit, catechetica, Part. I. p. 15. 

• De vir. illll8tr. c. 36. 
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gathered from our knowledge of the labors of the individual catechists 
who presided over the school. Now we find in the outset at Alexandria. 
but one man appointed by the bishop to hold the office of catechist 
whose business it was to give religious instruction to the pagans, and 
moreover doubtless to the children of the Christians in that place.! 
The catechist Origen was the first to share the duties of this office with 
another person, when they became too multiplied to allow him an oppor
tunity of prosecuting at the same time his works on scientific theology. 
The catechumens were then divided into two classes. But though the 
office of catechist at Alexandria differed in no respect originally from 
the same office in other cities, yet it could not fail to become gradually, 
of itself, an entirely different affair. 

Men were required for this office, who possessed a perfect and exact 
knowledge of the Grecian religion; especially, who had received a philo
sophical education, and been trained in the society and amidst the dis
cussions of those learned pagans, who, after having explored many sys
tems, had turned their attention to Christianity. It was not enough 
here, as in other churches, to present the main doctrines of Christian
ity, according to the so-called rrapaoo(Tt~; it was necessary, with the ed· 
ucated catechumens, to go back to the primitive sources of the religion in 
the scriptures themselves, and seek to initiate them into the under
standing of these. They required a faith which would stand the test 
of scientific examination. Clement, who was himself one of these cat
echists, points to the need of a thorough method of administering the 
catechetical office at Alexandria, when he says: 2 "He who would 
gather from every quarter what would be for the profit of the catechu· 
mens, especially if they are Greeks,S (for the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof,) must not, like the irrational brutes, be shy of 
much learning, but he must seek to collect around him every possible 
means of helping his hearers;" - and directly after,4 "All culture is 
profitable, and particularly necessary is the study of holy scripture, 
to enable us to prove what we teach, and especially when our hearers 
come to us from the discipline of the Greeks." 5 The patience and 
skill which must be exercised by these Alexandrian teachers, in answer
ing the multifarious questions which would be proposed to them, is inti· 
mated by Origen, when he requires of the Christian teachers, that they 
should follow Christ's example, and not show a fretful spirit, if t;hey 
should be pushed with questions proposed not for the sake of learnmg, 
but for the purpose of putting them to the proof. 6 

Much care was therefore necessary in selecting these Alexandrian 
catechists; and the office was conferred in preference on those men of 

1 Eusebius (\. VI. c. 6) says, that Ori 6 With these remarks compare what 
gen, when a boy, had been a pupil of Clem Clement says generally with regard to those 
ent. to whom the faith must be demonstrated 

2 Strom. l. VI. f. 659, B. after the manner of the Greeks. 
8 To complete the thought; - he ought 6 In Matth. T. :X;IV. § 16; IIe£Pll'oPlv?V 

not to be timid in exploring the vestiges of T1/A,,,ovTov U"'Ti)~ ~f'wv, Ti~ TWV PIJ"1/TWV 
truth even in pagan literature, and to ap. aVTov ayava"rot1/ TtTayf'€v~ e/r (ltdau"a
propriate the useful; for all comes from ALav, trr, Tii' 1retp"(etrlJat "rra TtV",V ~al 
God, and is, as such, pure. TnJviJavof'£vc./J) ov" t" ?,'Mp.aiJeiar. CU' 

, Strom.!. VI. f. 660. C. ~1rO roii '1wpa'~w ~iAew j 



learning and of a philosophical education, .who h~d th~ms~lves been con
ducted to Christianity by the way of philosophical mqwry - such as 
were p~, the first Alexandrian catechist of whom we l!ave any 
distinct knowledge, and his disciple, Clement. . 

The circle of studies taught, by these men went 0'!l now of Its o~ 
accord gradually to extend itself, and to ~m~race a mder range; for It 
was the 'first attempt to sa.tisfy, on the pnnclples of the church faIth, a. 
want deeply felt by numbers,...-the want of a scientific exposition of 
that faith and of a Christian science. Their school was frequented 
partly by those educated pagans who, after having under their instruc
tions been converted to Christianity, were seized with the desire of de
voting themselves, and all t~ey posse~ed, to its s~rvic?; and with this 
in view chose the Alexandnan catechists for thetr gwdes; and partly 
by young .men who, standing already within the Chr~st~an pale, were 
only thirsting after a more profound knowledge, and anmng to prepare 
themselves for the office of church teachers. Thus there grew up here, 
in a manner perfectly spontaneous, a theological school. It was the 
birth-place of Christian theology in the prop~r sense, - theology as it 
sprang partly from the inward impulse of the mind thirsting after scien
tific knowledge, and partly from an outwardly directed apologetic inte
rest to defend the doctrines of the church against philosophically edu
cated Greeks, and against the Gnostics. 

To form a right conception of this school in its early growth, we must 
consider its relation to the three different parties, in connection with, or 
in opposition to which, it shaped itself; and whose different tendencies 
it conceived the possibility of uniting together by means of a higher 
principle which should reconcile their antagonisms; - its relation, 1. To 
those seekers after wisdom, the Greeks, who despised Christianity as a 
blind faith, that shwmed the light of reason; and who were only con
firmed in their contempt of it by the gross, material views of those un
educated and sternly repulsive Christians with whom they came in con
tact; 2. Its relation to the Gnostics, now a numerous class in Alexan
dria, who likewise spoke with contempt of the blind faith of a grovel
~g multitude, and by promising a higher, esoteric knowledge of reli
gton, drew to them those pagans who sought after wisdom and those 
~ristians who we;e not satisfie~ ~~th the ordinary religi~us instruc
tion; 3. Its relation to that pnmltive class of church teachers who 
occupied the ground of practical Realism, and more especially to those 
zealou among them, whom the pride and arrogance of the Gnostics,had 
led to b~ suspicious.o.f all speculatio~ and philosophy, and whatever 
seemed lIke the stnvmg after a GnoslS - and who were in continual 
fear o~ the corruption of Christianity by the mixing in of foreign phi-
1<!80phical el~ID:ents.. By~eans of a Gnosis resulting from, and harma
mously eomb~g WIth, f8J.th,l t~e Alexandrians suppo~ed they should 
b~ able to avoid all that was partial and false in eacla of these tendeD
ClleS, and ~ven find means of reconciling them together. 

They differed from the Gnostics in their. theory of the relation of the 

1 I\I~1f cU'I6,,,,, oppotled. \:be t/lfVrJtwrJ(MJr. 
VOL. I. 45 ' 
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YVW(!I~ to the 7ri(!Tl~, in that they acknowledged faith as the foundation of 
the high(jlr. life. for all Christians;. as the comm?n ~ond, wh~reby all, 
however dIffermg from one another m mental cultivatIOn, are still united 
together in one divine community. They contrasted the unity of the 
catholic church, founded on this basis of faith, with the strife of the 
Gnostic schools, (&arp1f3ai.) They held that the sources of knowledge 
for the 7rt(!Tl~ and for the YVW(!tr were not different, but the same for 
both; namely, the common tradition, handed down in all the churches. 
concerning the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and the holy 
scriptures. They made it the business of the Gnosis, simply to place 
in the clear light of consciousness, what had been first appropriated by 
faith, and incorporated with the· inward life; to unfold this in its full 
extent, and according to its internal connection; to place it on the basis 
and under the form of science; to prove that this was the genuine doc
trine as it came from Christ; to give an account of its history, and to 
defend it against the objections of its enemies among pagan philoso
phers and heretics. Their watch-word, which seems to have been a cur
rent motto already handed down from some earlier period, and which 
subsequently continued to be the watch-word for marking the relation 
of faith to knowledge, from the time of Augustin to the establishment 
of the scholastic theology for which he prepared the way, was the pas
sage in Isaiah 7: 9 - a passage, it must be allowed, which admits of 
the sense they ascribed to it only in the Alexandrian version, and 
there only when taken without· any regard to the connection: 1 

"'Euv 1-''' 7rt(!UV(!1/U, aVO' 1-''' (f1Jviju," if ye do not believe, neither shall ye 
understand. These words, which were first used in the sense, He who 
believes not the gospel, can obtain no insight into the spirit and essence 
of the Old Testament, were in the next place employed in the kindred 
sense, that without faith in Christianity and its several doctrines, it is 
impossible to penetrate into the more profound knowledge of Christianity 
and its doctrines. According to the measure of faith will be the pro
gress made in the understanding of the truth; - the degree of knowl
edge will correspond with the degree of faith.2 

Clement of Alexandria defends the worth of faith against those pagans 
and Gnostics who 'confounded faith with opinion. "It is plain," says 
he, "that faith is something godlike, which can be destroyed neither 
by the power of any other worldly love, nor by present fear." 3 He 
represents faith as holding the same relation to the higher life, as the 
breath to the life of the body.4 An important character, for him, in the 
essence of faith, is that spontaneous seizure of the godlike, anticipating 

1 Just as, in more recent times, many Kar" Ti7v avaMyiav rit" 7rt(!1"ElMr, ro t11Jvti
texts from Luther's translation of the Bible vat. 

became current proof passages for propo 8 etiov 1"L elvat, I-'~re V7rO ~Ullr tptAiar 

sitions relating to Christian faith or prac IW(!l-'tKijr OtOO7rwl-'€v1/V, ,.u,u V7rO ~f3ov 1I'a

tice, although this application of them was povror olaAv0I-"V1/V. Strom. I. IL f. 872. 

wholly inconsistent with the sense which 4T!}v 7rtf11"tV oLrwr avaYICatav ri/J yvWl1f't

they had in the original. ICri> V7rU,p;rOtJaav, ~ Ti/J ICara TO" IC6"JlD" 


~ .Strom. I. I. f. 273, A. j I. ll. f. 362, A. j rov& f3toiivrt, 7rPOr Til ("11" TO civalrVeiv.
1. IV. f. 528, B. and Orig. in Matth. cd. L.c.f.878. 
linet. T. XVI. ~ 9: 'EIC rov 7rt'll't(!1"EVIC€val 
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conception, which proceeds from the recipient disposition ?f the heart.1 

In this phase of it 80 far as faith presupposes an attractive power of 
the godlike on th~ human heart, and a spontaneous yielding to that 
power on the part of the latter, he well understood i~ essential char.ac
ter. He supposes, in human nature, a sense correlatlve to truth, 'YhlCh 
is attracted by the same, and repelled b;r .what is false:2

• Acc.ordm~ly 
he cha.ra.eterizes faith as something posltlV~, - a pOSItive. Ullion ,!Ith 
the godlike; and, on the other hand, ~?ehef as .a ne~ativ.e qUalIty, 
which, being such, presupposes the positIve:3 WIth faIth lB. ~lrea?y 
given, according to this view, the highest thing of .a11- the dlVlne hfe 
iIBelf. As he elsewhere remarks: 4 "He that believes the Son, hath 
eternal life. If they who believe, then, have li~e, how can t~ere b.e 
anything higher for them than life eternal? FaIth want~ nothmg; It 
is complete in itself - self-sufficing." Clement here puts It down ~ the 
characteristic of faith, carrying in it the pledge of the future, that It an
teda.tes the future as if were present.5 When this divine life, received by 
faith, permeates and cleanses the soul, it is in possession of a new sense 
for the discernment of divine things. So Clement remarks: "Behold I 
will do a new thing - says the Logos, Is. 43 : 19 - which no eye hath 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, 1 Corinth. 2: 9; which can be seen, heard and conceived only 
with a new eye, a new ear, a new heart, through faith and understanding; 
since the disciples of our Lord speak, conceive and act spiritually." 6 

This intimate connection between knowing and living belongs to the 
peculiar character of the Alexandrian Gnosis. The Gnosis was con
ceived by this school, not as a mere form of speculation, but as a result 
of the whole tendency of the new inward life growing out of faith and 
manifesting itself in the conduct, - as a habitus practicus animi. This 
is expressed in the following words of Clement: "As is the doctrine, so 
also must be the life; for the tree is known by its fruit, not by its blos
soms or its leaves. The Gnosis comes, then, from the fruit and the life; 
not from the doctrine and the blossom. For we say that the Gnosis 
is. n~t merely doctrine, but.a divine science; - it is that light, dawning 
WIthin the soul from obedIence to God's commands, which makes all 
things clear; teaches man to know all that is contained in creation and 
in himself, and in.structs him how to ~aintain fellowship with God; 
for what the eye IS to the body, such IS the Gnosis to the mind." 7 

Ther~ ~an be no such t~n~ as a kno.wledge of divine things without 
that hvmg them out, .whic~ IS the fruit of faith. Krwwing and living 
here become one. This uruty of the theoretical and the practical ele

1 'T1rOA1I"/JI, £~oVutof; ~at 'lrpOA7r¢1f ev 6 'ElCelvo rll: TO (T~) maTevcrat ~Oll 'lrPOtlrv"'pDIJOr 'lrpOlCaraA1JtpelJ,. L. c. f.871. M;~OTer tcrop.evov. p.era r~v avacrraulV a'lrQ
~ T~II a~p"'1rOIl, ~VCTeL pw cSla{3e{3A1/pe Aat{3avopev yevopevov. 

1'011 "par ~v rov '/IeMOVf cnrylCarathcrlV Strom. I. II. f. 865, B. 
l;rovTa cSt '*'PftlJr "PUr "umv r' It.M/,{JoVr: T ~Oir fICelvo TO tv Tji '/Ivxii tyytvowvovL. Co f.884. tIC ~,lCara Tar tvroMk o'lralCoiir, Til 'lraVTa 

8 'H a'lrl.(Jria a'll'OuVcrracrl, oWa rl7r 'lrLU lCarurl1/Aa 'lrOtotiv, ra Te ev yeviuet a'hew Te
reWf oollap!}1l rleilCIIVuI ~v I1VYlCaraifeuill m ~v{Jpc.J'lrOV eavrov Te ytvilcrlCelV 'lrapa
re Ita' "'UTtv, UIIV'lrapfia yap crrfp1lUIf 01111 ulCev"",v, /Cat ifeov t'lriJ30Aov lCati-iuracriT«t411 ytyotro. Strom. L II. f. 384. 6u5aalCov. Strom. 1. m. f. 444. , Pedagog. lib. L Co 6. 
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ment, of objective truth and the subjective state of the individual, pre
sented itself to Clement just as it sprung out of the depths of his own 
Christian consciousness, - although the N eo-Platonic philosophy lent 
him a form for the expression of it, in what it taught concerning the 
identity of subject and object - of the vooiiv and the vOf]rov, at the 
highest position of knowledge. l 

This accordingly is, in the Alexandrian scheme, the sub}ective con
dition, and the suhjective essence of the Gnosis. As it respects the ob
jective source of knowledge, whence the Guosticus should seek to de
rive still deeper and clearer views of the truths he has received by faith 
into his inner life, - this, according to Clement, is Holy Scripture. 
If it was the case with many, who were without the requisite training, 
necessary to enable them to search the scriptures for themselves, that 
they simply adhered to the essential and fundamental truths of faith, 
which, in conformity with the Paradosis, had been communicated to 
them in their earliest instruction, yet the Gnosticus must distinguish him
self from these ordinary believers by his ability to prove those truths; 
to deduce them from a comparison of the different parts of holy scrip
ture; and to draw from the same source the refutation of all opposite 
errors. Instead of a faith grounded on the authority and tradition of 
the church, he should possess a faith grounded on the knowledge of 
the Bible. Accordingly Clement says: 2 "Faith is, so to speak, the 
compendious knowledge of essentials; Gnosis, the incontrovertible 
demonstration of the things received by faith, erected on the founda.
tion of faith, through the doctrine of our Lord, whereby faith is raised 
to an irrefragable scientific knowledge." The same father, in meeting 
the objection of Pagans and Jews, that it was impossible, owing to the 
multitude of sects among the Christians, to know where the truth was 
to be found, points them to th.e infallible criterion of Holy Writ, and 
observes: "We rely not on men, who merely give us their opinions, 
over against which we, in like manner, may set our own. But if it is 
not enough merely to give our opinion, if it is necessary to prove what 
we affirm, we do not wait for the testimony of men, but prov'e it by the 
word of the Lord, which is the most certain of all arguments, or rather the 
only one - the form of knowing whereby those who have barely tasted 
of the scriptures, become believers, and those who have made greate~ 
progress and become accurately acquainted with the truth, are 
Gnostic8." 8 

Hence Clement denominates the Gnosis which results from compar
ing different passages of scripture, and which deduces the conclusions 
that flow from the acknowledged maxims of faith, a scientific faith.4 
The Gnostic, according to him, is one who has grown grey in the study 
of the holy scriptures; whose life is nothing else than a series of works 

1 '0, ~1fKf.r' trru'rfJ~1fv txew Ka2 yvwcnv /(VPWK7J, /J,rlaa/(aMa, e'lro'lCodo~ov~ev1f 1l 
K€KTittrlia" (rov YV"',"'KOV.) hr,arr,~1fv rle rriaret, elr ro aperarrrt.lTOV Kat ~er' trr,arr,. 
elva, ~al yvwaw. L. c. 1. IV. f. 490. ~f/r ICaraA.'1'1rrOv .rapa'lri~'lrovaa. Strom. L 

2 'R p.ev ow .riar" avVTOp.O, ear,v, ':', VII. f. 732. 
lrro, el.reiv, rwv Karerr£tyovrt.lv yvwa", 1] 8 Strom. VIT. f. 767. 
yvwa" rle ci.rriiOe'~'r rwv rl,d rriaret.l, 'lrap i 'Errt,"'1l"'v'/(~ fr,ar'r. Strom. 1 II. £ 
e,A.~~~tvt.lv laxvpil /(al f3if3atO" rl,d Tit. 381. 

http:e,A.~~~tvt.lv
http:Karerr�tyovrt.lv
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and of words, corresponding with the tra.nsmitte~ doctrine of our Lord.1 

But it is only for .the G:n08tic that th~ ~oly scrIptures ge!lerate such a 
knowledge of diVlne thmgs, because It IS ~e ?nly w~o brmgs t~ them 
the believing recipient sense. Where thIS 18 :watltmg, th.e scrI~tures 
appear unfruitful.:a • This inner sense, however, IS not suffic.lCnt of Itself 
to deduce from the holy scriptures the truths t~ey contain, ~ unfold 
these truths in all their bearings and form them mto an orgamc whole, 
as well as to defend them against the objections of pagans and heretics, 
and to apply them to everything hitherto presented to man's faculty of 
knowledO"e. There is required for this a previous scientific culture, 
and such a culture could not be created new and at once by Christian
ity; but Christianity must here f?rm a .union with th~ sci~ntific culture 
which had resulted from the prevIOUS hlstory of mankmd, m order that, 
as the leaven for all that pertains to humanity,3 it may gradually per
vade it, and fashion it to its own likeness. 

It was here the Alexandrian Gnosis drew upon itself numerous ob
jections from the other party, who despised the culture of the Greeks 
lIB altogether repugnant to Christianity. Against these, its advocates 
must defend themselves and vindicate their peculiar method on what 
grounds they could. Interesting is this conflict, which has so often 
been repeated in history. It was argued against the Alexandrians, that 
the prophetB, and the apostles at any rate, had no concern with philosoph.
ical culture. Clement answered: " The apostles and prophets, as disci
ples of the Spirit, spake certainly what the Spirit communicated to 
them; but we can rely on no such guidance of the Holy Spirit super
seding all human means of culture, to enable us to unfold the hidden 
sense of their words. He who would have his thoughts enlightened by 
the power of God, must already have accustomed himself to philoso
phize on spiritual things, must have already inured himself to that form 
of thought, which is now to be animated by a new and hiO"her spirit. 
A lo~c.al c~ltivation of the mind is necessarily required, inoorder duly 
to d18tmgu18h the doubtful and synonymous words of scripture." i 
In auswer to those who would have men satisfied with faith alone, and 
who rejected all science which men might wish to employ in the service 
of faith? he says:. "It is as though the! would look for the grapes at 
J)Dce, WIthout havmg bestowed any prevlOus culture on the vine. Un
der the figure of the vine our Lord is presented to us, from which we 
must expect the fruit to come only in proportion to the reasonable care 
a~d art of the husbandman. It is necessary to prune, to dig, and to 
bmd UP) the hook, the hoe, and other implem~ntB used in the culture 
of the vme, must be employed, that it may yield us the pleasant fruit."5 

1 Strom. J. VII. f. 762, et 763. nature to unity." 'H /O'xvr TOV AOYov n 
s ~trom. I. VII. f.. 756. Tol, rvf.)OTtlCoir • do{JelO'a nftlv, O'WT0ftOr ovO'a lCa~ dvvaT1) 

lCe~lCa?"'ll a! YP~~ru. rruvTa TOV lCaTa&Euftevov lCat CvTo, lavTo/; 
Which slmlhtude of the leaven Clern- ICT1jO'Up,evov aVri}v l'1!"tICEICPVftft€Vf.)r TE lCa~b: u.~derstood how to exp!fti~ in a very ci.~avf.)r rrpor tavri}~ fAlCet lCaL Til rruv avroiJ 

__ otl 01 manner. He calls II the power .,.-vO'T7/fta elr evOT1jTa avvuyet Strom lib 
......towed on us by the :Word, which ·by V. f. /)87. " . 
~mall means effects ~uch m. a secret, invis· i Strom. lib. I. f. 292. 
Ible manner,. attr~clmg to Itself e,'ery one 6 L. c. f. 291. 
wbo bas received II, and reducing bis whole 
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It appears, according to this, to have been considered as the proper 
business of the Gnosis, to unfold the included sum of the faith to di. 
gest it, and preserve it from the intermixture of foreign elemen~. 

Clement had to defend the Alexandrian Gnosis against the objection 
that divine revelation was not allowed to be in itself the sufficient soum: 
of truth, but was represented as standing in need of additional aid and 
support from without itself; that such as had not enjoyed the advan. 
tage of scientific culture, were precluded from the possibility of under
standing it. To this he answers: 1 "If it were necessary to draw a dis
tinction for the sake of those who are always ready with their com
plaints, we might call philosophy a co-operating help in acquirinlJ' the 
knowledge of truth; a seeking after truth; a preparatory discipli~e of 
the Gnostic; but that which simply cooperates we make not the cause, 
the principal thing. We do not represent it as though the latter could 
not exist without philosophy; for in fact nearly everyone among us, 
without having gone through the circle of the sciences,2 without the 
Grecian philosophy, many of us without even knowing how to read or 
write, carried captive by that divine philosophy which came from the 
barbarians, have, by the power from on high, through faith, received the 
doctrine of God. Complete and suffident in itself, then, is the doctrine 
of our Saviour, as the po.-yer and wisdom of God; and when to this 
is added the Grecian philosophy, it does not indeed make the truth any 
more powerful, but it renders futile the attacks of sophistry, and, as it 
wards oft' every fraudulent plot devised against the teuth, has been 
properly denominated the wall and hedge of the vineyard.3 The truth 
of faith is like the bread which is indispensable to life; the prepa.ratory 
discipline may be compared to that which is eaten with the bread, and 
to the dessert." 

In general, we must allow, Clement was distinguished for the mild· 
ness and moderation with which he met the opponents of the Aiexan
drian Gnosis. He was himself aware how their fears had been excited 
by the corruptions to which simple Christianity was exposed among 80 
many sects who were inclined to mix up into the gospel what was most 
foreign to its spirit; he was aware how natural it is for man to con· 
found the abuse and the right use of the same thing; but yet the zeal 
- often we must allow too ignorant zeal- of his opponents, and his 
own conviction that that grossly material and one-sided tendency was 
a serious hindrance to the spirit of Christianity which was striving to 
ennoble the whole man, and that many were thereby prevented from 
embracing it, seduced him into the error of expressing himself some· 
what too roughly against these opponents, and of denying them the justice 
due to their honest zeal; as when he says: 4 " It is not unknown to m~ 
what many an ignorant brawler 5 . has at his tongue's end, that faith 
should cling to the most necessary things, to the essential points, and 
pass over those foreign and superfluous matters which detain us to no 

1 Strom. lih. J. f. 318. the Alexandrians applied to the relati~ m 
2 • Avev Tilr ly/(vJ(;l.iov 1raul"a{;. philosophy itself to the Christian gnOIIB. 
8 What the ancients said of logic in its re 4 Strom. lib. L f. 278. 

lation to philosophy, that it was the ~ptyld)rl 6 'Afla~w~ .prt</!cJcfetr. 



purpose on what has no eonoem with our great objec~;" and again: 1 

" The multitude dread the Grecian philosophy/& lIB chIldren do a mask, 
fearing it will carry them off. But if their faith is of such a sort (for 
knowledge I certa.inly could not call it) as that it may be subverted by 
specious words, it is always liable to be so s.ubverted ; . fO.r t~eJ: confess 
themselves that they have not the truth; smce truth 18 m~mClble, but 
false opinions are overthrown at any moment." . We perce.lV? here the 
high-hea~d confidence of Clement !~ the IDlght of Chnstl&~ truth, 
which had nothing to fear from OpposltlOn, but wou~d rather shme forth 
by its means with still greater lustre - altbo~gh It n:ust b? all?wed, 
this confidence leads him to bear too hard agamst a falth whICh, m the 
consciousness of its own weakness, is too lIDXiously concerned about the 
safety of its dearest possession. The Gnostic, according to Clement,
alluding to that saying ascribed in the apoc~yphal gospels to our Sa
viour - "yiv£rrlh JOIe/flO' rpaTre'iTat," (be ye skIlful money-changers)
should in all cases be able to distinguish truth from specious error, as 
genuine from counterfeit coins, and therefore stand in no fear of error, 
however specious. He needed to be familiar with the Grecian philoso
phy, for the very purpose of pointing out to the philosophicallyeduca. 
ted pagans its errors and its insufficiency, of refuting them on their 
own position, and of conducting them from this to the kno,,'ledge of 
the truth. " Thus much," observes Clement,3 " I would say to those 
who are so fond of complaining: if the philosophy is unprofitable, yet 
the study of it is profitable, if there is profit to be derived from thor
oughly demonstrating that it is an unprofitable thing. Then again, we 
cannot condemn the heathens by merely pronouncing sentence on their 
dogmas; we must enter with them into the development of each in de
ta.il, until we compel them to acquiesce in our sentence; for that sort 
of refutation wins the most confidence, which is united with a thorough 
knowledge of the matter in hand." He says in another place: 4 "We 
must offer to the Greeks who seek after that which passes with them 
for wisdom, things of a kindred nature, so that they may come, as it 
ma.;y: ~e expected they will, ~n the easiest way, through what is already 
fa.miliar to them, to the belief of the truth. For I become all things 
to all men, says the apostle, that I may win all." 

The most vio!ent opponents of this liberal tendency, in order to a. 
tota.~ condemnatlOn of t~e study of the Greek philosophy, brought in the 
JeWlSh legend ~elated. m the apocryphal book of Enoch, which repre
sented all the hIgher kmds of knowledge as having .come to the heathen 
out of due course through the agency of fallen spirits; and they held 
all. ~eathen ph~losophers~ without distinction, to be organs of the evil 
sP1l'!t. .They eIther consldered the whole paO'an world before Christ to 
b~ m dlrec~ ?pposition ~. Christianity; cOrrl"ounded what was pagan 
With the ongmal and dlVlne elelOOnt, without which Paganism, which 

1 L. Co lill. VI. f. 655. rantly stopping their ears j for they are con
• Clement, Stromat. VI. 659, wittily re scions, if they once lend an ear to the Greek

!'lark., It ¥ost Cblistians treat tbll doctrine philosophy, they would be unable to make
m a hoonsh manner, like the companions good their escape." . 
of U1,YII!IetI, who ~ht nOt to avoid the 8 Stromat. lib. 1 f. 278. 
Byrens, but their rhythm and song, igDo t L. c. lib. V. f. M4. 
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only adulterated and obscured this, could not have existed at aU· ~ 
fused to know any point of union betwixt Christianity and that 'part 
of man's nature which, through all his corruption, intimates his relation
ship to God, and without which Christianity never could have been 
planted in the soil of heathenism; or, like the stern and fiery Tertullian 
the friend of nature and all original manifestation of life, the foe of art 
and false cultivation, they saw in philosophy nothing but the hand of 
Satan, falsifying and mutilating the original form of nature. . Clement 
endeavored to confute this party also, on their own chosen position. 
" Even were this view correct," says he, " yet even Satan could deceive 
men, only by clothing himself as an angel of light; he must be obliged 
to draw men by the appearance of truth, by mingling truth with false
hood; and we must still search for, and acknowledge, the truth, from 
whatever quarter it may come. And even this communication can 
take place no otherwise than according to the will of God; must there
fore be included with all the rest in God's plan of education for the 
human race." 1 

Yet, speaking from his own position, he declares himself very strongly 
against such a view. "How should it not seem strange," says he, 
"when disorder and sin are the appropriate works of Satan, that he 
should be represented as the bestower of a benefit, philosophy,
for in this he would seem to have been more benevolent to the good 
men amongst the Greeks, than Divine Providence itself." 2 

Clement, on the other hand, in the progressive steps of the Greek 
philosophy traces the working of a divine system for the education of 
mankind, - a sort of preparation for Christianity, suited to the pecu· 
liar character of the Greeks. It was the favorite idea of Clement, that 
the divine plan for the education of mankind constituted a great whole, 
the end of which he considered to be Christianity, and within which he 
included not merely the providential dealings of God with the Jewish 
people, but also, though in a different way, the providential dealings of 
God with the heathen world.3 In reference to that particularizing 
conception of history, which would confine the directing agency of God 
in preparing the way for Christianity exclusively within the narrow 
compass of the Jewish nation, Clement remarks: "Every movement 
to that which is good, comes from God. He employs those men who 
are peculiarly fitted to guide and instruct others,4 as his organs to work 
on the larger portions of mankind. Such were the better sort among the 
Greek philosophers. That philosophy which forms men to virtue, can· 
not be a work of evil; it remains, then, that it should be of God, whose 
only work is to move to that which is good. And all gifts bestowed by 
God are bestowed for right ends, and receiyed for right ends. Philos· 
ophy is not found in the possession of bad men, but was given to the 
best men among the Greeks: it is evident, therefore, from what source 
it was deI'ived, and that it is the gift of that Providence which bestows 
on each whatever, under his own peculiar circumstances, it is proper he 

, 
1 The sense of the passages in Strom. lib. 8 See the General Introduction, vol. I. 

VI. 647, and Jib. I. 310. i The ~YtflOVLl(O£ and 7rauSevT,,,oL 

2 Strom. lib. VI. f. 693. 
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should rooeive.Thus we see, that ro the Jews was given the law, ~o 
the Greeks philOllOphy, until the appearance of our. Lord. From this 
period the universal call has gone forfu for a. peculiar people, who are 
to be made righteous through the doctrines of faith, now tha~ the com
mon God of both Greeks and barbarians, or rather of the entire human 
race, has brought all toge~er by one common Lord.! Before the ap
pearance of our Lord philosophy was necessary to the Gree~s as a 
means of righte0utme8;,. but now it is u8eful in the se:vice of pIety, as 
8. sort of preparation for exhibiting the evidence of faI~h: for thy foot 
will not stumble when thou derivest all good from ProVIdence, whethel' 
it belong to the heathens 0: to ourselve~; sinc~ God is the Author of 
all good - partly in a speCIal sense, as ill the gIft of the Old and ~ew 
Testaments partly in a more indirect sense, as in the case of phIloso
phy. Perhaps the latter, however, was also ~iven. to t~e Greeks in a 

. ~pecial sense before our Lord called the GentIles, SInce It educated the 
Gentiles, as the law did the Jews, for Christianity; and philosophy was 
a preparatory step for those who were to be conducted through Christ 
to perfection." 2 When Clement speaks of a righteousness to be ob
taihed by philosophy, he does not mean that philosophy could lead men 
to the end of their moral destination, and qualify them for attaining to 
everlasting life: for this he held the redemption to be absolutely neces-
8&l'J; nothing else could, in his opinion, be an adequate substitute for 
this fact; it would all serve only as a preparation for the appropriating 
of this as the ultimate end. The firmness of his conviction on this 
point is evident indeed from the fact - which we shall consider more 
minutely in another connection - that he held to the necessity of a par
ticular arra.ngement, in order to bring even those heathens whom he so 
mildly judged, to the conscious appropriation, after death, of the re
demption. He distinguishes between a doctrine that makes man right
eous, which in his view is the gospel only, and a doctrine which could 
do no more than prepare the way for this.3 He distinguishes between 
8. certain stage in the awakening of the religious moral sense, a certain 
stage of excit.ement tQ moral effort, of moral preconformation and that 
universal complete righteousness which is the end of man's n~ture gen
erally,~ in contradistinction to that partial cultivation of human nature 
which belongs to a distinct period of human development. He says 5 

of the Greek. philosophy, that it is too weak to fulfil the precepts of our 
~rd; that I~· on.ly serves,. by ennobling the manners and by encour
agmg the belief m a PrOVIdence, to prepare the minds of men for the 
due recept~on of the royal doctrine.6 "As God showed his reIYard for 
the well-belllg of the Jews," says Clement, "by giving them th~ proph
ets, so too he separated from the mass of common men the most eminent 
amo;,g th? Greeks, making them. appear as the PT?phets of that peo
ple m their own language, according to the degree m which they were 

J Strom. lib. VI. f. 693 et 694. t 'H ICa.96Aoli JtKaIOO'fn,1/. Strom. I. 819. 
Strom. Jib. I. f. 282. 6 L. Co I. f. 309. 

~ t"JaO'KaAia ~ re J'ICaiOfH1G, " re tir e 'AI'1/yf.1r1/ O'r.JrppoJli(ovO'a ro ~.9or /Cal
rooTO Xt1pal't.lyoiil7ll IttU avlAap.{Ja'llOtJO'a 1rpo1'U1rovO'a Kal1rpomrpovaa elr 1rapaJox1J'II
Strom. lib. VI. f. 644. . ~, UA1/.geiar rOJl 1rpoJlotav Jo~a'OJlTa. 
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capable of receiving his blessing. A.nd as now, at the proper tim.e.,.l 
comes the proclamation of the gospel, so at the proper time weregive~ 
to the Jews the law and the prophets, and to the Greeks, philosophy 
that their ears might be practised for this proclamation." 2 " 

In fact Clement had observed with regard to many a man. of philo
sophical education, perhaps he had learned from his own experience; 
that the previous cultivation of philosophy might prove a transitioll
point to Christianity; and hence he appeals, in eviden<le of what he had 
said, to the fact, that those who received ,the faith were conducted alike 
from the discipline of the Greeks, as well as of the law, to that one 
family composed of the people of the redeemed.3 "As the Pharisees, 
who mingled the divine law with human ordinances, came through the 
medium of Christianity to a right knowledge of the law, so the philos
ophers, who had obscured the revelation of divine truth in the mind of 
man by human one-sidedness, came through Christianity to the trud 
philosophy." 4 To illustrate the transfiguration of philosophy by Chris
tianity, Clement uses the comparison of the graft, a figure which had 
already been employed by the apostle in an analogous sense, and 
which happily sets forth the ennobling influence of Christianity on hu
man nature. "'fhe wild olive," he observes, " is not wanting in sa.p, 
but in the power of rightly digesting the sap which flows to it in abun
dance. In like manner the philosopher, who may be compared to the 
wild olive·, is possessed of a great deal of crude and indigested matter, 
being full of an active spirit of inquiry, and of longing after the noble 
sap of truth; and when now he receives the divine power, through 
faith, he digests the nutriment which had been conveyed to him and 
becomes a noble olive-tree." I) This comparison is certainly well suited 
to express the thought which Clement had in his mind, that as the 
whole wealth of human culture cannot make up for the want of the 
divine life, which it needs in order to be ennobled by it; so the new 
divine principle of life imparted by Christianity needs the whole wealth 
of human culture, in order to acquire shape, and to incorporate itself 
therein. Clement employs another happily chosen similitude, when he 
says, that the full, pure revelation of divine truth in Christianity stands 
in the same relation to the fragmentary, partial, and turbid apprehen
sion of it in human systems, as the pure, clear rays of light beaming 
forth immediately from the sun, to those whieh are artificially col, 
lected under a burning glass.6 Thus Clement secures the central posi
tion for a more unbiassed contemplation of the developing process of 
religious truth, as well in the period after, as before, Christ's appear
ance; as well in the Christian heresies, as in the systems of Greek 
philosophy which were more or less connected with a religious interest. 
Everywhere he finds alloyed, dissipated, and sundered from its natural 

1 KaTu KaLpov, i. e. when, under the pre 6 L. c. f. 672. 
vious guidance of Divine Providence, man 6 'R f-Lev eAA'1VL"i) tptM(fOtpia rij IIC -mr 
kind had hecome prepared for it. -&puU"Yo, <oLICe Aap.'lriicJovt, nv aVa1rT?'I<l'W 

2 Tur aKOUr liji(ovrra 1rpilr Til ""PVYf-La. avijPW1rOt rrapil nAiov, rcAE1rTOvTtr EVTtX~r 
L. c. lib. VI. f. 636, seq. TO tpIJr, "'1pvxjf€vro, & Toil AOYOlI, It'av 

8 Strom. lih. VI. f. 636 et 637, lrcelvo Til arlOV e;eAaf-L1f!e tpIJr. Strom. I. V 
fL. c, f. 644. f. 560; I. VI. f. 6BB. 
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aM originallUlity, what in the primibve, pure Christiani~y is exhib~ted 
as a whole, uniting together all the individual momenil! m harmo~l011:s 
agreement. The error arises from giving undue promme~ce and mdl
viduality to the moments, which only by their mutual Ulllon _form the 
whole. In this view, Clement says: 1 "As the truth, then, IS one, .for 
falsehood only has a thousand bye-paths - a thousand fragments, (like 
the Bacchantes who cut to pieces the limbs of Pentheus;) so the sects 
that come from the barbarians (the Christian sects) and the sects of 
the Greek philosophy boast of that portion of truth which they possess, 
as if it were the whole truth; but by the rising of the light, everything 
is brought into day." "As Eternal Being," says he, "brings to view 
in a moment what in time is divided into past, present, and future; so 
truth has the power of assembling together its kindred seeds, although 
they may have fallen on an alien soil. The Greek and the barbarian 
philosophies have in some sort rent eternal truth into fragments, not as 
in that mythus of Bacchus, but in the divine revelation of the eternal 
Word. But he who brings together again what they have rent asunder, 
and reduces the Word to its completeness and unity, will discern the 
truth without any danger of mistake." 2 

Thus it was Clement, from whom first proceeded the idea of a scien
tific conception of history having its ground in Christianity, - the idea 
of a true understanding of the history of doctrines, as a developing 
p1'QCess going forth from the Christian consciousness, exhibiting itself, 
with more or less of purity, in all forms, within and without the church, 
- an idea which, after it had first taken start, and been propagated in 
the Alexandrian school, compelled to yield to a one-sided dogmatic and 
a narrow polemic spirit, was soon lost, to rise again~ and find - only after 
many great revolutions of the human mind in religion and science - a 
more congenial soil in far later times. Thus the Alexandrians knew 
how to distinguish, even in the heresies, a Christian truth at bottom; 
and to discriminate the importance of controverted questions by their 
different relations to the essence of Christianity. 3 

In one aspect of the case, it might seem, then, that Clement so far 
from acknowledging the distinction which the Gnostics made of an ~soteric 
and an exoteric Christianity, held to one life of faith in all Christians 
and understood by the Gnosis nothing more nor less than the scientifi~ 
knowledge and development of the included sum of doctrines contained 
in the faith; - and so conceived the difference between the yv{jUl! and 
the 'll"iaT~, not as a material, but only ~ a formal one. But although 
such a VIew must have occurred to him from the connection of the 
Christian life with Christian thinking, yet 'it was something too novel to 
be a.t once fully apprehended and consistently carried out. The ali

i L. c. I. 298. 8 See, for example, in Strom. lib. VI. f. 
t 'Hre {Jap{Japo, ~re ~i.i.'1VI/(~ ,IAotro4>la 675, the important distinction between Ol 
~ ~JtOV ai.~6~I(J1I tnraptryp.6v Twa OU ~r 'll"epi1"tva Ti:w f:V flEpet utpaAMl'evol and o£ 
4,tWtl«1OV I'v6oi.oy1ar. ~r Je roli i.6y1liJ roil elr ra f(vpi£lrara 'll"apa'll"i'll"TOvrer. Compare
Wror ad ,<;eoi.oyiar 'll"e'll"OE'ITat. '0 J~ rd Clement's judgment on Montanism, cited 
&.VP1/Fva 1I'IIV~~r aMIf M~ f:Voml&llO'a(' above, p. 520. 
rlMlOII n}v M}'01I, aJlwJVvIolf ri iri' 6TI 
1C.~n'I" ~ ai.~6elav. 
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pervading Christian principle, in contradistinction from the aristocratic 
principle of education and scientific culture among the ancients had 
still to comc into conflict, even in those minds to which it found a,;ces8 
with various reactions of the earlier systems, until an independent 
Christian theology and system of faith could proceed out of it; as we 
shall see when we come to consider the genetic development of these 
principles down to the revolution brought about in the Western the
ology by Augustin. Accordingly, we see Clement still verging a.gain 
towards the Gnostic or the Platonic position. With that idea of faith, 
derived from the essence of Christianity, was mixed up in his concep
tion of it, the notion that still clung to him, and which was derived from 
the Platonic philosophy, of the opposition between a religion of the 
more highly cultivated minds, to be arrived at through the medium of 
science, and the religion, cleaving to sense and entangled in mere opin. 
ion, (oo;a,) of the many. 

He seems, if we may judge from several of his explanations, to un· 
derstand by 7ri<1Ttr only a very subordinate position of subjective Chris
tianity - of the Christian life; a carnal, implicit faith, adhering to the 
mere letter, which was still at a very far remove from the proper spirit 
and essence of Christianity, answering rather to the standing ground 
of the law, than to that of the gospel. The Gnosis, on the other hand, 
is according to him an inward, living, spiritual Christianity, a divine 
life, similar to what the mystic opposes, as true inward Christianity, to 
mere historical faith. While the simple believer is impelled t9 that 
which is good by the fear of punishment and the hope of future bless· 
edness; the Gnostic, on the other hand, is stimulated to all his efforts 
by the inward and free impulses of love. He requires no outward evi· 
dence to convince him of the divine character of Christianity - he 
lives in the consciousness, the immediate intuition, of divine truth, and 
feels himself to be already blessed in this. While the mere believer 
( 7rL<1TtKO,) acts from obscure feelings, and sometimes, therefore, fails of 
what is right, or at least fails to do what is right in the right way; the 
Gnostic, on the other hand, acts uniformly with clear Christian con· 
sciousness, under the guidance of an enlightened reason.1 Clement 
fixes as the distinguishing characteristic of the Gnosticus, what belongs 
to the essence of the purely Christian position generally;-namely, 
that through love the future is already made present.3 What the 
Stoics said of the wise man, he applied to the Gnosticus. The latter 
alone does right for the sake of the right end, to which the whole life 
should be referred, with clear consciousness. All his actions are there
fore, as Clement terms them, according to the Stoic terminology, 
"aTop{}wf'ara. The good, on the other hand, which the 7rt<rTtI'O{ does, ill 
a more unconscious way, - instinctively, - is a pi<1ov, something inter
mediate between good and evil.3 This resembles what the Gnostics 

1 Strom. f. 518, 519, ct 645. Strom. lib. VI. f. 669. With which may be 
2 ·E<rTtv aVTiiJ at' aya7r'lV eV€<rTOr ~o'l TO compared, perhaps, what he says of the 

u€AMv. L. c. 1. VI f. G52. 6pt'}oooqa<1TaIf KaAovflivotr. ·Epyolr 'lTpou
a Tali 01: a7rAWr 7rlrHVV f'E<1'1 rrpiiftr "M ~ipoVTat "aAoir. 01)" dc16T£r Ii 'lTOtoVu,. L. 

yon" illl f''ICe7ro) ,,,,.tL Aayov l:7rtTCADVP"'''I, c. lib. I. f. 292. 
f"'/dl: T~V ..aT t7riUTarnV f(aTO~ovp.iv1J. 
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Mid of the good works of the psychical natures. H~nce the YVWI1~r: ~ 
its own end, and the highest - not a mea~ to som.ething el~e; for It IS 

the life in the godlike itself. It would live only m the u~mterrup~d 
contemplation of the godlike, and stJ:uggles only 1":<> ~Ol:ne m possessIOn 
of itself. But the 'lTUmr; is a. means, masmuch as It lS ~pelled to the 
avoidance of sin and to obedience by the fear of pumshm~Il:t and the 
hope of reward.! We find in Clement a rem~kable eXP.osltlon of the 
difference between intuition, knowledge, and falth, wherem he defines 
their relation to each other. Faith receives the fundamental doctrines, 
without intuition, only with a view to pra?tica:l exercise; ~he intui~ion 
of the spirit soars immediately to what IS highest; the mtermediate 
steps of demonstration is what. he calls ~WUlr: an.d .t'1rlU~,u1/.2 

• 

In speaking of the progresSIve steps m the diVIDe educatIOn of man, 
where he represents the Logos as the ,'Telor: '1l"altJaywyiir;, Clement says: 3 

"All men belong to him, some with consciousness of what he is to 
them, others as yet without it; some as friends, others as faitltful 
servants, others barely as servants. He is their Teacher, educating 
the Gnostics by the revelation of mysteries, (the inward intuition of 
truth,) the believer by good hopes, and the hardened by cOJ:rective dis
cipline affecting the outward sense." What Clement says, then, on the 
relation of the YVWUTlf(Or; to the '1l"lO"T"'Or; in respect to subjective Christian
ity, would seem to agree entirely with what the Gnostics taught con
cerning the relation of the '1l"'Vtv,uaTlKo, to the ..pVXlKOr; in the same respect: 
but still there is this important difference, in two particulars; first, that 
Clement did not derive these two several positions from an original dif
ference of human natures, but allowed that a capacity for attaining to 
the highest existed equally in all; so that everything was made to de
pend simply on the cultivation of that capacity, conditioned on each 
one's own activity. Next, Clement differs from the Gnostics, in that 
he recognizes the same foundation of objective Christianity for both the 
higher and lower position of Christian knowledge and life. It might 
be said, that the two different positions of subjective Christianity, how
ever, which Clement nere distinguishes, actually existed at that time; 
and moreover, since they are grounded in human nature are found 
again in other times; so that the language employed to d~note these 
two several P?sitions is not of so much importance; - for it can make 
no so great differe.nce whether we suppose two several degrees in the 
development of faIth and of the life in faith, or whether like Clement 
in. many passage~ of his writings, we attribute the true spiritual life of 
faIth to the Gnosis only. Yet this distinction is by no means of such 
inferior importance as it might seem to be at the first glance, but is 
both more deeply grounded and followed by more important conse
quences ~han would at fu;!t a~pear. The reason why the Alexandri
ans conceIved the matter m this way, lay partly in their predominant 

1 L. Co lib. VI. r. 663 YVWUlr T£ Ka2 t'll"lur1J,u1/ bvo,ua(eTaI' lv de 
• ~e dift'elen~ meanings of 'fIp{tvf1u1r; ac ~oir: eV"Aa{3~iav O"'V1JTeivovul yevo!,ev'1. Ko2 

cordmg to th.e dllr~rent ways of emploJ.ing uVtv ~ewPlar: 'lTapaoe;a,utv1/ 1'OV apXIKOv
the co~ceptJo~:. E'lTt~oav /ltv E1r1{3a"A"Av "A~yov, K~ra ~v tv abTfi t;epyauiar; ~(J1JUIV,
TOle 'lTp"'TOIr; aITIOIr;. V01/UI( Kak'rat· 6,-av 'lTtUTI,M'YETal . L. c.1ib. VI. f. 691. 
~ TaVTr/V 'I71'OOtIKTIK~ "A6yltl {3e{3altJU1/Tfll, B L. Co lib. vn. f. 702. 
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intellectual tendency, and partly in the form under which faith was 
presented to them in the case of many of the Christians of that 
period. 

As regards the first point, it is evident that, by their prevailing con. 
templative and speculative tendency of mind, their entanglement in the 
forms of the Platonic philosophy, the Alexandrians were hindered from 
acknowledging, in its full extent, the independent practical power of 
faith to transform the whole spiritual life from within; although, in order 
to arrive at this truth, Clement needed only to unfold what was already 
clearly involved in his own language on this subject, which we cited 
above. 

As to the second point, we should not forget the particular shape un
der which faith, as many possessed it, was presented to the Alexandri· 
ans - where it consisted of little else than a blind belief on authority, 
accompanied, as it would seem, with a sort of sensuous Eudemonism. 
They could not fail to observe, it is true, the meliorating influence of 
faith on the life, even where it appeared to them under this form, 
when they compared the condition of these men, as Christians, with 
what they had previously been as Pagans; and indeed, as we have 
already remarked, they were far from denying it: but still they 
thought they could see nothing here of the ennobling influence of Chris
tianity on the whole inner nature of the man - nothing of the divine 
life of the spirit; and this sensuous Christianity was repugnant to their 
own spiritualizing mode of thought. They might be led, too, it may be 
supposed, by the repulsive impression which this sensuous form pro
duced on their minds, to overlook the divine life which lay hidden un· 
der this incrustation, without being able as yet to break. through the 
indurated shell. And again we ought not to forget, that, when the new 
spiritual world first began to be formed out of Christianity, there was 
much still lying confused in a chaotic mass that could be separated and 
reduced to order only by slow degrees; -as for example, the different 
parts of theology, which afterwards mutually set bounds to each other, 
and the departments of a theology which was to spring immediately out 
of Christianity, and of a Christian philosophy, which was to receive 
from Christianity its main impulse and direction. 1'hus a great deal 
that was vague and erroneous might be traced to the fact, that hetero· 
geneous interests and wants were confounded with each other in the 
souls of these men; although the immediate religious interest was with 
them ever the predominant one. Hence, forO'ettinO' the immediate and 
originally practical aim of holy writ, they so~ght ~ it for the solution 
of questions which it was never designed to answer. 

This mistake discovers itself in the answer which Clement gave to 
those who opposed the humility of knowledge to the Alexandrian 
Gnosis.. "T.he wise man. is convinced,'.' sai~ they, "that. there ~re 
many thmg~ mcomprehenslble; and preCisely m aeknowledgmg the m· 
comprehensibleness of these things consists his wisdom." But CI~ment 
replied: "This wisdom belongs as well to those also who are capable 
only of very narrow and limited views. The Gnostieus comprehends 
what to others appears incomprehensible i for he is convinced that to 
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the Son of' God nothing is incomprehensible, and that ~ere is nothing, 
therefore, concerning which he may not be taught by. hlID ; . for. he who 
suffered out of love to us, could withhold from us nothing whICh 18 necea

• ti" th G . 1"sary for our mstruc on ill e nOSIS. . ' 
The fundamental ideas here unfolded, respecting dIfferent stage,s of 

development in Christianity, we find pre~ented once mor~ by Origen, 
the second great teacher of the Alexandnan school; but m such a way 
as leads us to recognize in him a disciple gifted with creative powers of 
his own' - one who, although excited by ideas received from another, 
or ~g current in a certain circle, yet did not adopt them as a mat. 
ter of tradition, but reproduced them ~ an independent m~nner out of 
his own Christian experience and reflectIOn, - seIzed and dIgested them 
in 8 form peculiar to himself, and full of his own life and spirit. And 
here we must notice the fact, that he did not belong to that class who 
had been conducted by the Platonic element of philosophical culture 
out of the midst of paganism to Christianity, but that he came to strive 
after 8 Gnosis from the position of a well-assured faith and childlike 
piety. This earnest and settled faith he had received from a Christian 
education; and to this he ever remained true, amidst all the changes of 
his outward and inner life. As the fervor of his piety, when a child, 
had led him to seek martyrdom; so in the evening of life, when his fun
damental principle in theology. and dogmatics had undergone an entire 
change, he still displayed the· same earnest zeal, which subjected him to 
great sufferings in the cause of his faith. Even after he had settled 
the principles of his Gnosis, far was it from his thoughts ever to resolve 
Chmtianity int.o a certain system of general ideas, and to consider the 
historical element as nothing but their drapery. The acknowledgment 
of the great facts of Christianity in their reality - this was the pre
su.pposition which his Gnosis adopted from faith; and it was to be the 
:urn of.the forme.r, to ~nderstand the full si~ficance of these very facts 
10 theIr connectIOn mth the whole developmg process of the universe. 
The Gnosis was to demonstrate, that without these facts the universe 
could ~eyer have reached the ultimate goal .of its completion. With 
the stnvmg to penetrate beneath the surface mto the interior of thin!!'8 
is.not. united here, as might possibly happen in such a tendency an ~_ 
ciination to evaporate everything into the subjective' but on the con
trary, an aim to understand the great phenomena of :eligi~n according 
to their objective import, and in their connection with supernatural fac
toI"!" We will illustrate this position by a remarkable example. Thus, 
~ngen 8~O~B for ~he ca~e of .the sudden conversion of entire popula
?ons or. CIties,. not m theIr preVIOUS Course of development, but in the 
ImpreSSion ~h~ch the appearance of ~hrist produced on the spiritual 
POW01"!' presIding over the~ ,populatIOns ; Just as, in the case of the 
GnostICS, the effect of Chnst s appearance on the spirit of humanity 
and of history was obJ'ectized into an effect on the Demiurge.2 

1 Strom. I. VII. f. 649. dtJ",u,.. llrrre rwar 6~ ,..6A.el~ ~ Kid Yhrq 
• O~n, T. XIIL , 58: 'E~ dB I1OP~W olKewrepov 7I'OUC:;11 tcrx1JICellat ra "'p()r rail 

aal frtpl TOil, rip,tollru, rt Ylvetn9at, fI-IIT""'" Xp'rrrOv. > 

flal/wrar 11r~ ro Sei.riov Iv Tj Xp&rrroii I1n
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In his controversies with the Pagans, who reproa.ched the Christians 
as followers of a blind faith, Origen often declares it to be the peculi
arity of Christianity, as a revelation from God, who cares for the saJv.. 
tion of all men, that it has the power of attracting even the great mu. 
ses of mankind, those who are incapable of scientific inquiry, and of 
operating, by virtue of bare faith,l with divine power for their sanctifi
cation. He appeals to the experience of the many thousands who 
could bear testimony to this power of Christianity, and also to the 
analogy of all life, where every course of action, that contemplates 
some end in the future, must procced 011 the ground of faith and 
trust.2 Those who had first attained to the faith only in this form, and 
become renewed by it, might next be led of themselves to penetrate 
by degrees more deeply into the sense of the holy scriptures.3 The 
Pistis he considers to be the lowest position of Christianity,- a stage 
of it which must exist, "in order that the simple also, who devote them
selves so far as they can to a pious life, may obtain salvation." Above 
this he places the position of the Gnosis and of the Sophia. The latter 
is a divine wisdom, communicated by divine grace to such souls as are 
capable of receiving it, and as seek after it by the study of the scrip
tures and prayer to God. Human wisdom, the wisdom of this world, 
is only a preparatory discipline of the soul, designed to fit it, by culti
vating the powers of thought, for the attainment of that higher wis
dom, which is its true end.4 In refuting the Gnostics, who confined 
the faith which is awakened by miracles exclusively to the psychical 
natures, Origen adduced the example of the Apostle Paul, who was 
led to the faith by a miraculous vision.5 In relation to the fundamental 
principle of the Montanists, he took the right ground; placing the 
gifts connected with knowledge and teaching above the gift of miracles, 
and appealing to the fact, that Paul assigns to them the highest place, 
in that passage of the second epistle to the Corinthians which treats of 
the relation of these gifts to each other.6 

Like Clement, Origen, in many passages of his writings, expresses 
himself emphatically with regard to the essence of faith, as being a fact 
of the inner life, whereby man enters into a real communion with divine 
things; and from this living faith, he distinguishes that which clings 
only to outward authority. Thus in his exposition of John 8: 24,7 he 
says: "Faith brings with it a spiritual communion with him in whom 
one believes; - heMe a kindred disposition of mind,S which will mani
fest itself in works. The object of faith is taken up into the inner 
life, and becomes to it an.informing principle. Where this is not the 
case, it is only a dead faith, and deserves not the name. Now as Christ 

1 "h~q 1I"icrTt~, 1I"icrTt~ UMyo~. 6 In Joann. T. XllI. ~ 59. 
2 Compare, e. g. c. Cels. lib. I. c. 9, and 6 'E7reL TO'll ~6yov 1I"potTifloa TOlV Ttpa~f

lib. VI. c. 12, seqq. /JV evtpyet';'v, <ltd Tovro tvepy~jJara 6vva
B MtTa Ti)V a1l"a, yevop.EV1]V elaay/Jy1Jv, flott.JV "at xapicrttaTa lajJaT(Jv ev TV "aT/JTtpu 

~,~oT'jJ~aaa't9at 1I"p3~ T3 I<at !3a't9vTCpa TCw Ti&7/fTt xiJp~ 1I"apa Ta AOY'''" XapiajJaTa. 
I<t"p1JjJflotV/JV V01/jJ{JTIo>V tv Tair ypa",air c. Cels. I. Ill. c. 46. 
I<aTa~a{3eiv. Philocnl. c. 15. 7 In Joann. T. XIX. ~ 6. 

• rVjJvaa,ov JJEV ~ajJev £Iva, TiJr '!/lvxiir a t.,a"eict&a, "am rOll M)'Oli ,,112 (JI1f-fIU
~ avt'tplo>7riv7/v ao~iav, TiAor d~ Ti)v ~efav. ~vlCtva' aVTri"!. 
Co Cels. 1. VI. c. 13. 
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resents bimself to the religious conscio~ess as the ~gos .who has 
e~ppeared in humanity und~r various relatio~s,t.so the ~ru.th wIll .corr. 

spond to these vari~us relati.ons; ~nd as Christ ~ an obJ~ct of f~lt~ III 

these different relations, he IS received as suc~ mto the l!mer l!fe,
and this must be actually m~nifested - ~oth~g. can grun admIttance 
into the life which conflicts With what Christ IS m these se.veral rela
tions. Thus with the faith in Christ as the justice, the W1s~om, the 
rower of God is oiven also the appropriation of that which is Illvolved 
f ~ , 0- • th . b . h d " m these conceptions - and whatever contradICts em IS ams e . 
It might be said, it i~ true, " that Origen is here speaking rather of an 
idea.l than of a historical Christ. Were the latter left wholly out of 
the account, and those general attributes, of which Christ is here con
sidered as the bearer, substituted in place of him, nothing would be 
thereby changed." But assuredly a meaning would thus be foisted 
into the words of the great teacher which is wholly foreign from him; 
for it is difficult to conceive, how he whose higher life had sprung out 

. oHaith in the Christ of history, and ever continued to be rooted in that 
faith, could possibly, when this Christ had certainly become all that to 
himself which he denoted by these conceptions, entertain the intention 
of separating what was so closely united in the experience of his own 
inner life. From the spiritual fellowship, springing out of faith, with 
this real Christ, all these qualities should be developed in the case of 
each individual- an order of connection which is grounded .moreover 
in his ideas, hereafter to be explained, on the relation of the £1rw1/,.ua 

IIOtfrq Toii t.6yoo to the rnWtitda al<ffJ1JT1J. And he says expressly, with the 
Apostle John, that whosoever denies the Son, the same hath not the 
Father, in any form, "neither for the Pistis nor for the Gnosis." 2 It 
is true, as we have just seen, that Origen acknowledged the importance 
of miracles 8B a means of awakening religious faith, and he recognizes 
a certain stage of faith, proceeding in the first place from the impres
sion produced by miracles; but yet he requires that the faith should 
rise higher than this stage, to the spiritual apprehension of the truth. 
Accordingly he distinguishes 3 a sensuous faith in miracles from faith in 
the truth. He says, comparing John 8 : 43 and 45: "Those sensuous 
Jews had indeed ?een impressed by the miracle, and believed in Jesus 
~ ~ worker of mlr!~cles; but they had not the recipient temper for 
divme truth, and did not believe in Jesus as a revealer of the more 
profou~d truths of religion;" 4 and he adds: " We see the s~ thing 
exemplified at the present day by multitudes, who wonder at J esllS 
when they contemplate his history, yet believe in him no longer when 
8Om~ mo~ profound doctrine, exceeding their own power of c~mpre
hensIOn, IS unfolded; but suspect that it is false. Let us therefore 
take heed, lest he say to us also, 'Ye believe me not because I tell 
you the truth.' " ' 

Origen sometimes compa.res the relation of the Pi8tis t.o the GnoBis, 
1 The different rnwolat roii Xptl11'oii. f As if Christ would have said: Ka~' 0 
II In Joann. T. XIX. 4 1. Ed. Lom pe" repatfna 'lrot", 1rttfTtveri P.0t, «aiJ' 0 de

Jll&l.Z8ch, T. II. p. 143. ~v tU~iJuav Ml''''' ov 1rtt1TeV£TE flat,
~ In Joann. T. xx. c. 25. 
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with the relation of the present world to the future, - of that which is 
in part to that which is perfect, - of faith to intuition. So when he 
flays: "They who have received the charisma of the Gnosis and of the 
Sophia, live no longer in faith, but in open vision; - they are thG 
spiritually-minded, who are no longer at home in the body, but even 
while here below are present with the Lord. But they are still at home 
in the body, and not yet present with the Lord, who do not understand 
the spiritual sense of scripture, but cleave wholly to its body, (its let. 
ter, see below.) For if the Lord is the Spirit, how can he be other
wise than sLill far from the Lord, who cannot as yet seize the spirit that 
maketh alive and the spiritual sense of scripture? But such a person 
lives in faith." 1 He takes great pains here to explain, in his own 
sense, what Paul had said, so directly contradictory to this view, con
cerning the relation of faith to open vision, in the fifth chapter of th~ 
second epistle to the Corinthians; combating, not without sophistical 
equivocation, the position correctly maintained by most of the church 
fathers, that Paul spoke of himself as one who still lived in faith, and 
had not yet attained to open vision. lIe assumes that the phrases, C~ to 
be present in the body" and "in the flesh," and "to live after the 
Hesh," are synonymous; and so arrives at the conclusion, that Paul 
asserted this, not of himself and all spiritually-minded men, but only of 
believers who were still carnally-minded. 

Yet we ought not to infer too much from such a passage as the one 
above cited. We should wholly misapprehend Origen, if for this rea
son we supposed, that he placed the Gnosis of this present life on a 
level with the intuition of the life eternal. Far was he from this. The 
longing after a divine life beyond this world was too deeply seated in 
his lofty spirit, to find its satisfaction so easily in the self-delusion of 
over-strained speculations. He longed after a knowledge of divine 
things no longer confined by the limitations of this earthly existence. 
In such places as the one alluded to, he speaks only in the way of com
parison, in conformity with the principles of a method of interpretatioll 
which allowed the same biblical expression to be variously explained, 
according to its several grades of application. Thus he might employ, 
in order to explain the relation of the Old Testament to the New,
the relation of the Pistis to the Gnosis, - the same expression which, in 
its hi~hest and fullest sense, had reference to the relation of the pres
ent wWtld to the' world to come.2 In other passages, he expresses him
self strongly on this point, namely, that not only the knowledge of t.his 
life, as a knowledge only in part, shall vanish away, when the fulness 
of the eternal life appears, but that the same shall be true also of all 
the goods pertaining to the present life. He considers even the faith 
of this earthly life only as in part, and describes a perfect faith, which 
shall enter in at the same time with the perfect knowledge; of which 
faith so denominated, in this higher sense, that of course could not be 

1 In Jonnn. T. XIII. i 52. Til 1rpO riir T~AtI,aVT1/r Kal TOO'afrrllf )'I'U
2 T~I tptopit''t' TEAei", Karap)'oiivTL T~ b, UEWr ob O'"v{3a'M 11i l<1i(L rp6O"tL 1'IJr;!:UVWTd, 

r£I'OOr, 5Tal' TO iJ'It'EP'tfTV riir )'VcJO'Er.lr XpLO' Ul(vf3aAa avarpaiVETal. In Matth. T. X .... 
rov X~PTJO'aL nf clvv~~ii, ob l1Vy"ptUEI 1!'UVTa 

http:VcJO'Er.lr


SCHOOL. 541 

redicated which is affirmed of the faith belonging to the" many," and 
P , G . 1
which is opposed to the nOSlS. . . . 

The two different stages or position!! of the !'1StlS and of the GnosIS 
stand, according to this view, in the same rel~tlOn to each ~ther, as :he 
tpcC1TtaVlAr~ <1wfJ4rUl.O( to the xp'C1Tta!;l<1~ 7rV<VfJ4T!KO(. the a~~aT!KW( xptcrnavcr;EtV 

to the fMI<VfJ4nxWr; xptC1Ttavir;etV. He who stands at the pOSItlOI~ of the fleshly 
Christianity continues to adhere only to the letter of scnpture, to the 
history of -Christ; - he cleaves to. the ~utwar~ for~?f the ma~ifesta
tion of the godlike without elevatmg himself ill spmt to the mward 
essence therein rev~aled. He stops short at the earthly, temporal, his
torical appearance of the divi~e Logos; -:-: h~ docs not mount u~war.d 
to the intuition of the Logos hunself. He 1S mtent upon that whlCh IS 

the outer shell of the doctrines of Christianity, without reaching the 
spiritual kernel within; he cleaves to the mere letter of scripture, in 
which the spirit lies bound. The spiritu~l Christia~, on. the othe: hand, 
sees in the temporal appearance and actIOns of Chnst, a revelatIon and 
representation of the eternal acting and working of the divine Logos. 
The letter of scripture is for him but an envelope of the spirit; and he 
knows how to disentangle the spirit from this covering. Everything 
temporal in the fonn of the manifestation of divine things is for him 
taken up into the inner intuition of the spirit; - the sensuous gospel 
of the letter 2 becomes spiritualized into the revelation of the eternal, 
spiritual gospel; 3 and the highest problem for him is, to discern the 
latter in the former; to translate the former into the latter; to under
stand the holy scriptures as a revelation of one coherent plan of the 
divine Logos for the progressive education of humanitv, - of his unin
termitted activity exerted for the salvation of fallen b~inO's - the cen
tral point of which is his appearance in humanity, (the ~nsible repre
sentation of his eternal, spiritual agency,4) and its end, the return of 
every fallen being to God. Since he 'makes everything refer to this it 
~onows, that by ~he gos~~, as he view~ it, ~ll script.u:e is transfigu;ed 
mto gospel. It is by spmtual fellowship WIth the dlVlne Lorros - Ori
~en s~pposes therefore - by receiving the spirit of Christ into the 
lIlI?er lIfe alone,6 th.at each. f?r himself attai~s to true, spiritual Christi
a.ruty, and to the nght, spmtual understandmg of all scripture. Now 
as the.~rophets, eve~ be~ore ()h1~8~'8 temporal appearance, shared in 
the S~Intual fellowship With the divrne Logos, and by virtue of this fel- . 
!owshlp were enabled to announce before-hand the whole of Christian
~ty ; - as they already possessed, therefore, the spiritual understand
mg of the Old Testament, and were already, even before the appear

1 'Or 'lrpor ril riAttov, 6'1rtl' arav 1.Ai111 ril -8~afrat, Tiir Ifla eiJoor 1tlaTewr. 1l"OAAt:i 
IIC "rpovr KarapH~Utrat, 'Il"aaa ~ Ivr~~i1a otaq,'pova1jr r.~s, iv' ovrwr el'lrw. Ot' lu6~
friu:!t( "/,,?v OAtY~TrtaTia tarl Kal W( 'lrpO( rpot! lC.al tv atvtYl'art, o/,-oiwr ry vvv yv~
br:ttvo ovrlmw VOOVJlfV o[ IK ,,'poor ytvwu. att, 'lrlaTeW(. In Joann. T. X. ~ 27. 
lr:o,:U(. I!I Mntth.,To XII. § 6. ·O'lrtp t'lrl ~ To tvary€?tov alcri11/rov.
~(.)ae<Jr flp1/rfU: Uprt ytvwa/Cc.> tIC /,-i:povr' 

8 To;; evaYYfAiov 'lrVetJllaTtlCov, alwv!oo.
r~<le /\:at t'lrt,Ira~ril: KaAo~ UK?Aovi10V olfUl' 

i The tlrtr571/,-ia alcri11/riJ, symbol of thei.€yetv· fv de rwv UAAWV 1/ 'lrtUrtr. t,.t(J'lrep e'lrtrl1//,-ia VOT/T~ rov I.oyov.
4pn 'lrttrrtvw tIC p.£pOV(· orav rle fA1'h; ro 

6 The €'lrt01/llia VO'lrTt rov Xpurroii. 
ri4wII rW 'lrirrrf(.)r, ro tlr: l'€POvr lCarap}'1/
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ance of Christianity, in a certain sense Christians; - so, on the other 
and, there are still to be found among Christians, since the appearance 

of Christ, men who have not as yet come to share in this spiritual fel
lowship with the divine Word - men who, like the Jews of old, still 
cling to the outer veil, and of whom the same may be asserted, - lIB 
Paul said of the Jews who lived before the appearance of Christianity, 
Gal. iv. - that they are children to whom" the time appointed of the 
Father" has not yet come; and that, aa children, they are still under 
tutors and governors, still possessed of those habits of thinking which 
are pre-requisite in order to fit them for receiving the true spiritual 
Christianity. "Every soul," says Origen, "which enters on its child
hood, and finds itself on the way to maturity, needs, till its appointed 
time of maturity arrives, a task-master, tutor, or governor." 1 

Accordingly, Origen compares the different stages of the develop
ment of Christianity in the same period, with the different stages of 
religious development in the suceession of time. His theory is, that 
as Judaism was a necessary stage preparatory to Christianity, so also 
there is still, in the Chri~tian church, a Jewish mode of thinking, 
which forms a preparatory stage and a transition-point to the true, 
spiritual apprehension of Christianity; that as, under the Old Testa
ment, we must admit, there was a spiritual revelation of Christ pre
ceding his temporal appearance, and an anticipation of the Christ-like, 
so under the New again, there must be supposed to exist, in the case 
of the great mass of believers in a historical Christ, a stage of religious 
faith approaching much nearer to a Jewish than a Christian position. 
" We must know," says he,2 " that Christ's spiritual presence waf! re
vealed, even before he appeared in the body, to those perfected ones 
who had passed their season of childhood; to those· who were no 
longer under tutors and governors, but to whom the spiritual fulness 
of time had appeared; to the patriarchs, to Moses the servant of God, 
and to the prophets who saw Christ's glory. But as he appeared 
himself, before his visible appearance in the flesh, to those perfected 
ones; so too - since his predicted assumption of human nature - there 
have appeared, for the sake of such as are still children, being under 
tutors and governors, and not yet come to the fulness of time, thos6 
precursors of Christ, the ideas which are suited to the minds of child
ren, and which may be said to be necessary for their education. But 
the Son himself, the divine Word, has not as yet appeared to them in 
his glory; since he waits for that preparation of mind which must 
open the way for him to those men of God who are destined to com
prehend his divine dignity. And again, we should know, that 88 

there is a law, containing the shadow of those good things to come, 
which are revealed by the promulgation of the true law, (in Christian
ity,) so too it is only the shadow of the Christian mysteries which is 
presented in that g09pel which every common reader supposes he 
understands. That gospel, on the contrary, whieh John calls the 

1 Commentar. in Matth. 213. IIaua ..pv aVT; T,) 1r;tnP"'fl-a Toil Xp6vov, 1ratoayl.JyoV 
;ri), epr.o!,-ivT] el, V1/rrLo-r1/-ra Kat Mdiovua Kal ollCovofLOJv Kal trrLTp01r"'V. 
err, T~V TE;tELoT1/Ta, o.lTaL fLi:r.PL, tvury I Orig. in Joann. T. I. , 9. 
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everlasting, which may be properly called t~e spiritual gospe.I, sets 
clearly before the eyes of all who understa~d It, whatcve: p~rtams to. 
the Son of God himself, the mysteries typIfied under hIS dIsco~rses, 
and the things of which his actions were the symbols. Accordmgly, 
we must believe, that as there is a Jew which is one. outwardly, and a 
circumcision which is outward in the flesh, so there IS also an outward 
Christian, and an outward baptism." . ..... . , 

This theory of two different positions m ChI"L~tIa~lty IS, m ?ngen 8 

case closely connected with another theory of hIS, respectmg the 
diffe~nt forms of the revelation of Christ with reference t? these 
different positions. While .the Gn?stics separated the rev:almg and 
redeeming power of G?~ mto v~nous ?ypostases,l .accor~mg to the 
different grades or posItions. w?ich, ow~~ to a radIcal d;ffcrcnce of 
natures, they supposed to eXlst ill the ~pll"ltual worl~; whIle they ha.d 
their J\Ionogenes, Logos, and Soter, their UV'" and thelr KUTe.! XpUfTO{, thClr 
pneurnatical and their psychical Christ j Origen, on the contrary, 
acknowledged the unity of essence, and of the divine and human 
elements in the appearance of Christ.. There was for him but one 
Christ, who is all,. but he appeared under different predicates, through 
different ways of intuition, in different relations to those to whom he 
revealed himself, according to their different capacities and wants, and 
hence, either in his godlike majesty, or in his human condescension. 
It is a thought often recurring in Origen, that, in a more divine sense 
than Paul did, the Redeemer becomes all things to all men, in order 
that he may win all.2 "The Redeemer," says he," becomes many 
things, perhaps even all things, according to the necessities of the 
whole creation capable of being redeemed by him." 3 Those predi
cates which belong essentially to the divine Word, as the eternal 
revealer of God to the whole world of spiritual being, the fountain 
of all truth and goodness, must be distinguished from those predicates 
which he has only assumed, in behalf of those fallen beings who are 
to be :edeemed by him, and in condescension to the different positions 
at which they stand. "Happy are they," says Origen,4 "who have 
adva??cd so far as to need the Son of God no longer as a healing 
phYSICIan, no longer as a shepherd, no longer as the redemption' but 
who need him only as the Truth, the Word, the Sanctification a~d in 
whatever other relation he stands to thoEe whose maturity 'enables 
them to comprehend what is most alorious in his character." Histori
cal, practical Christianity, 'the Preachin rr of Christ crucified was 
regarded. by Origen as noth~lg more th~n a subordinate po;ition: 
abo~e tIllS, he p~aces a cortam wisdom of the perfect, which knows 
C.hn~t n? longer I? the humble condition of a servant, but recognizes 
him ill hIS exaltatIOn, as the divine Word; although he acknowledges 
the former as a necessary preparation, to enable men to rise from the 
temporal to the eternal revelation of God, and, cleansed by faith in 

1 See part II. 
2 In Joann. T. XX. ~ 28 xeFit;e, ,avToV J; Uevl'hpovcr&al rJvvaflw" 

'lraaa KTlalf. 
. • In Joann. T. I. ~ 22, wh·ere. as J suppose, 

I In Joann. T. I. § 22.unread of Ka'!9apit;r! we should read /( a {f ci 
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the crucified, made holy by following the Son of God as he appeared 
in human nature, to become fitted for the spiritual communications of 
his divine essence. "When thou canst understand the difference 
between the d'ivine Word," says Origen,l "as it is either proclaimed 
in the foolishness of preaching, or presented in the wisdom of the 
perfect, thou shalt perceive how it is, that the divine Word has for the 
beginners in Christianity the form of a servant; while he comes in the 
majesty of the Father to the perfect, who can say, We behold his 
glory, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth; for to the perfect, the glory of the Word appears as He is, the 
only-begotten of the Father, and as He is, full of grace and truth; 
which he cannot comprehend, whose faith stands in the fooli8hnes8 of 
preaching." In another place,2 he says: "To them that live in the 
flesh, he became flesh; but to them who no longer walk after the flesh, 
he appears as the divine Logos, who was in the beginning with <1>d, 
and who reveals to them the Father. That stage of faith where one 
desires to know nothing save Christ crucified, he regarded as a subor· 
dinate one; from which however, through the sanctification there 
obtained, one might progressively advance to the higher, spiritual 
Christianity. With regard to this preparatory faith, he remarks: "If 
one belong to that class of the Corinthians, among whom Paul was 
determined not to know anything save Jesus Christ and him crucified; 
if he have learned only of him who for our sakes became man; yet 
even through the man Jesus he may be formed into the man of God, 
die, in the imitation of his death, unto sin, and rise, in the imitation 
of his resurrection, to a godlike life." Thus the intellectualizing 
mysticism of Origen did not permit him rightly to understand the 
meaning and force of St. Paul's determination not to know anything 
save Jesus the crucified. What the great apostle considered as the 
highest attainment, Origen regards as making a subordinate position, 
above which the Gnosticus is bound to rise. It is true, he stands in 
no real contradiction with Paul, when he asserts, under the name of 
the Gnosis, a wisdom of the perfect, which cannot be understood at 
any lower position that remains still too carnal. Yet there is this 
difference between what Origen has in view, and what is meant by St. 
Paul. According to the doctrine of the latter, it is in a practical way, 
by becoming more and more purified from that which resists the in· 
fluences of the Divine Spirit, from the .selfish nature, by becoming 
ennobled through the spirit of love and humility, that one attains to 
that higher wisdom; while Origen, still too much fettered by his 
Platonic Intellectualism, makes the progress to that higher wisdom 
depend especially on the stripping away of the sensuous and material 
elements in life and in contemplation, - on a direction of life and an 
effort after knowledge, aspiring to the superhuman. According to the 
doctrine of Paul, the fact of Christ's appearance as the Son of God 
on earth, of his passion, and of his resurrection, is the central point 
on which the whole of Christianity turns, and so, consequently, that 

1 In Matth. p. 290. 2 In Matth. p. 268. a In Joann. T. I. i 11. 
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-.!_.l f the perfect which is grounded in the more profound under-
l\'J!lUom 0 d' 0" d t'standing of hiBimical Christia.nity. Accor mg to rIg.en s oc rme, 
the Gnosis, while it aeknowledges and pres~pposes the Imp~rtance of 
those facta in their bearing on the salvatI?n of ~allen bemgs,. and 
searches into their deeper grounds, ye~ strives ult~ately at thIS,
n&mely to rise from the historical ChrIst to the spmtual essen~e of 
the Lo~ as he is in himself and so above this to the absolute Itself, 
the 6v _ ~ attain to the unde~tanding of the life and conduct of the 
historical Christ, as a symbol of the. e.ver-endurin~, controlling agency 
of the Divine Logos. From this spmtual revelatIon. of the Logos, the 
Gn08ticus has still more to learn than he can derIve from the holy 
scriptures, however accurately understood; for the latter contain, after 
all, but a few comparatively insignificant elements of the whole of the 
Gnosis and a very brief introduction to the same." 1 We should be 
careful'to note here, however, that Origen, like Clement, confounding 
the provinces of a Christian system of faith and of Christian specu
lation, was looking in the holy scriptures for the solution of many 
problems which revelation generally was never intended to solve; mat
ters with which the wisdom of the perfect, in the Pauline sense, had 
not the least concern. 

Yet we cannot fail, at the same time, to perceive in what Origen 
says, concerning the different stages of Christian development, accord
ing as the Jewish principle either mixed in again or was vanquished 
by the Christian spirit, a fundamental truth, fertile of results in its 
relation to the study of history, which, suppressed at first by the do
minion of a narrow spirit in dogmatics and church life, was destined to 
make good its rightful claims, not till a long time after. And intimate
ly connected with this mode of contemplation was the magnanimous 
toleration which distinguished Origen as well as Clement; but which 
in .the former, as the author of a firmly established system of doctrines, 
shines forth the more brightly, when we find him looking after and 
acknowledging the Christian spirit which presented itself to him with 
more or ~ess of purity in all its various stages of development. He 
showed hImself an enemy to that pride of understanding which could 
wantonly injur~ the Christian feelings of such as appeared to entertain 
more narrow VIews, or which could treat their opinions with haughty 
contempt. " As Paul," says he, " could not profit those who were J eWB 
ac~ording to the flesh, unless - where there was good reason for so 
domg- he caused Timothy to be circunlCised shaved his own head 
presented an offering, and, in a word, became a Jew to the Jews in or~ 
del' thathe might win the Jews; so he who would be profitable td many 
persons, cannot, by means of spiritual Christianity alone educat-e and 
advance to a higher and better stage those who still r~main in the 
sch~l. o~ sens.uous Chris~iafity: hence, they must combine spiritual 
Christiamty WIth the Chnstianity of sense.a And whenever it becomes 

'elll. In like manner, Clement where he 
speaks of the olKovol'ta of the 'Gnosticll8 
Strom. 1. VII. f. 730. Compo the ideas 01 
Philo, vol. I. p. 52, and onward. 
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necessary to preach the gospel of sense, by virtue of which one is 
determined to know nothing among sensuous-minded men save Jesus 
a.nd him crucified, this must be done. But when they show thetn
selves to be well-grounded Christians, bringing forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, when they have imbibed a love for the heavenly wisdom, then 
we should communicate to them the Word now once more exalted from. 
its appearance in humanity to that which it was in the beginning with 
God'! " So in expounding the words of Christ in Matthew 19: 14,2 
after having drawn from them the general doctrine, that one shouhl 
become a child with children, in order to win over the children also to 
the kingdom of God; just as Christ himself, although in the form of 
God, yet became a child; - he proceeds in the following beautiful 
strain: "This should be rightly understood, so that we may not, out 
of a vain conceit of our own wisdom and superiority, as great ones in 
the church, despise the little ones and the children; but, remembering 
how it is said, that of such is the kingdom of heaven, so demean our
selves, that through our means the salvation of the children may be 
promoted. It is not enough that we do not stand in the way to pre
vent such little ones from being brought to the Saviour; we should 
fulfil his will, by becoming children with the children; that so when 
the children shall, through our means who become children, enter into 
bliss, we, as they who have humbled themselves, may be exalted of 
God." Origen is here censuring those who, like the Gnostics, were 
wont to despise the more ordinary teachers, such as, wanting the ad
vantages of a high mental cultivation, presented the simple gospel in 
a rude, unpretending form; as though they were doing something un
worthy of so great a Saviour and Master.s "Even after we have 
attained to the highest intuition of the word and of the truth, we shall 
still assuredly not altogether forget the sufferings of Christ; for to 
these were we indebted for our introduction to this higher life durillg 
the period of our earthly existence." 4 

It is already evident, from what has been said, that, corresponding to 
these two different ways of apprehending Christianity, there would 
also be two different modes of interpreting the sacred writings; one 
having reference to the literal and historical, and the other to the 
higher spiritual sense. The highest problem in the interpretation of 
scripture, for Origen, was, to translate the gospel of sense into the 
gospel of the spirit; 5 as it was the highest aim of Christianity, to rise 
from the earthly appearance of the incarnate Word to spiritual fellow
ship with him, and to the contemplation of his divine essence. Thus 
he looked upon all scripture as a letting-down of the infinitely exalted, 
heavenly spirit to the human form which is so incompetent to grasp it) 
as a condescension of the divine teacher of humanity to man's infil'lDl
ties and wants; the whole of scripture being, as it were, a humaniza. 

1 In Joann. T. I. ~ 9. ICaAtav. 11'poC1q,ipcrvra rit {JCJpi1. 'TOV KOcpmi 
2 In Matth. I. c. 374, 375. Ed. Huet. or I(at ru ~;ov6tvCJ/,iva I(at rel ayt"q. 

T. XV. in Matth. ~ 7 ted. Lommatzsch, T. , In Joann. T. II. ~ 4. 
m. p. 840. 6To p£rat.a/3tlv ro alU~f/TW wanBAJOII 
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tion of the Logos. Profound and. pregn~nt ideas are those which 
On n here expresses, - ideas 'WhichJ seIZed an~ wro~ght o!er .by 
so~ logical thought, would be prolific of results ill ~e!r apphcation 
to hetmeneutics, exegesis, the defeDc~ of revealed reli~on, a.nd doc-
trinaJ. theology; though Origen 'Was hmd~r~d. from carrymg the.m .out 
in this IJUI.IlD.er by the clea.ving defect ill his fundamental prmclple 
of theology. Thus, he says: 1 "All which is here calle~ the word 
of God is a revelation of the in~arna.t~ .and - so far as it concerns 
his divine essence - self·renouncmg divme Word. Hence we see 
the Word of God on earth, since it became man under a human 
form; for, in the scriptures, the Word continually becomes fiesh,2 in 
order to dwell among us. But when we have leaned on the bosom of 
the incarnate Word, a.nd are able to follow him as he goes up into the 
high mountain, (Matt. 1 ~,) then we shall sa~, we ha~~ seen his g~,:
the transfiguration of scnpture, for all who, m the liVing fellowshIp WIth 
Christ, aRd rising above the world with him, thus learn to understand 
its spirit." He went upon the principle, that an analogy existed be
tween holy scripture, as the work of God, and the whole creation, as 
proceeding from the same almighty hand. Thus he says: 3 " We ought 
not to be surprised, if the superhuman character of the thought does 
not, to the unlearned, immediately become obvious in every text of 
scripture; for even in the works of a providence which embraces the 
whole world, some things reveal themselves as such works of provi
dence in the clearest manner, whilst others are 80 obscure as to leave 
room for the admission of unbelief in a God who governs all with 
inexpressible wisdom and power. But as we do not quarrel with prov
idence on account of those things which we do not understand t if we 
are but truly convinced that such a providence exists; so neither can 
we doubt the ,divinity which pervades the whole body of the sacred 
script~s, because our weakness is incompetent to trace, in each de
claration, that hidden glory of the doctrines, which is veiled under thE! 
simplicity of the expression; for we have the treasure in earthen 
vessels." He says in another place: 4 "Whoever has once assumed 
the position, that these writings are the word of God, the Creator of 
the world, must be convinced that the same kind of difficulties which 
must be encountered by those who attempt to expla.in the creation are 
to be expe~ted also .in the case of th.e holy scriptures. There is a 
great deal m the scnptures, as well as m creation, which human nature 
disco!ers with difficulty, or not at all; and yet we are not warra.nted, 
on thlS account, to accuse the Creator of the universe, and find fault, 
for example, :OOcause we know not the re3$on why basilisks and other 
venomous. anunals were created; for here it is becoming the modesty 
of true prety, that, remembeI:ing the wea.kness of our race, and how 

1 See Philoeal. 0, HI. >:PIZ~, tJ~6n,"a! 6 ~ptor 011" /:nJ lClJul'.ucOr.s Clement ~ remarks, that the cbarae t.l!: ICOUIlL/COr e1r av'llpc,nrovr 1;A~ev, Strom. 
ter of the scnptUre8 is parabolical, just as 1. VI. f. 677. 

tile whole &flPIlII1'IIBC8 of CIuia& iI \MID&bo1i
 BPhllecal. c. n, p. 10.
C!&I, - the divine under an earthly veil. • L c. c. 2, p. 61.
napaf3oi."cor rap /) ;rap~f1 iI'II'QpX!I '""" 
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impossible it is fully.to comprehend the creative wisdom of God, we 
should leave the knowledge of such matters with God, who will here
after, when we shall be deemed worthy of it, reveal to us those things 
about which we have now piously doubted." How full he 'was of the 
faith that a divine spirit breathes through the entire scriptures; how 
convinced that this truth can be received only in the exercise of an 
humble, believing temper of mind, is beautifully expressed in the 
following words of Origen: 1 "Weare bound to believe, that not one 
tittle of holy scripture is lacking in the wisdom of God; for he who 
said to man, 'Thou shalt not appear before me empty,' Exod. 34, will 
much less himself say anything that is empty; for the' prophets re
ceive what they say, out of his falness; all therefore breathes of this 
fulness; and there is nothing either in the prophets, in the law, or in 
the gospel, which does not flow out of this fulness. That breath is to 
be felt by those who have eyes to perceive the revelations of the 
divine fulness, ears to hear them, and a sense to inhale the savour 
which they diffuse.' But whenever in reading the scriptures thou 
eomest upon a thought which is, so to speak, a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offence to thee, lay it to thy Own account; for doubt not this 
stone of stumbling contains important meaning, and so that shall be 
fulfilled which is written: 'He that believeth 1'hall not be brought to 
shame.' Believe first, and thou shalt find, beneath that which thou 
accountest an offence, much that is profitable for holiness." 

But however correct were these principles of Origen, yet, in their 
application, he was led wide astray from the spirit and aim of holy 
scripture, and of all divine revelation through the Word, by a false 
point of view; and this false point of view again was intimately con
nected with the wrong conception he had formed of the relation of the 
Gnosis to rrumr. In respect to both these particulars, he was led astray 
by the too great predominance which he gave to the speculative view 
of religion; by failing duly to distinguish between what belongs to a 
Christian creed and what belongs to a Christian philosophy; by not 
keeping sufficiently in view the essentially practical end of all divine 
revelations, and of Christianity in particular. He did not refer ever.v
thing to the great end bearing upon the whole of human nature - to 
redemption, regeneration, and the blessedness resulting therefrom; but 
the practical end of reformation was, in his view, a subordinate one, 
designed especially for the great mass of believers, who were as yet 
incapable of anything higher and nobler. To his apprehension, the 
speculative end was the highest; the aim above all others was, to com
municate the higher truths to the spiritual men who were competent to 
understand them, - to the Gnostici. These higher truths wete sup' 
posed to relate chiefly to the following questions: 2-" First, concerning 
God, what is the nature of his only-begotten Son, and in what sense 
is he the Son of God; for what reason did he condescend to enter into 
human nature; what effect resulted from this act, and on what beings, 
and when does it reach them? Secondly, concerning the higher kinds 

1 Pbiloeal. c. I, p.III. I Pbiloca1. c. I, p. 28. 
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of rational beings who ha.ve fallen f~m the stlJ.te of bliss, and of the 
ca.uses of their fall; of the diJferent kmds of souls, an~ w.hence these 
ditferences a.rise? Thirdly, concerning the world,. what IS It, and why 
created' whence the existence of so much evil on the earth, and 
whether'it exista on the ea.rth only, or is ~ be found ~o in other parts 
of the oreation?" Regarding, as he did, ~e solu~on of these .ques
tions to be the main thing many parts of scnpture, If he abode Simply 
by the natural sense, must nece~rily appear to him barren as to ~e 
Dl()St essential end. The whole history ?f earthly events, and ~lllegIs
lation with rega.rd to mere earl!lly rel~tions, he there~o;e explamed as 
being the symboli~ veil of a !ll~her hI.story of the Bpmtual ,!orld, and 
of higher laws relatmg to a. Bpmtual kmgdom. . Thus the high~r and 
the subordinate end& of scrIpture were to be uruted; the revelation of 
the higher truths was to be veiled under a letter suited to the instruc
tion of the multibJde. " The mass of genuine and simple believers," 
says Origen, "testify to the utility even of this inferior understand~g 
of the scriptures." Intennediate between these two senses of scrip
ture, Origen supposed there was also another allegorical sense, suited 
to the ca.pacity of those who had not yet attained to that loftier con
templation of the spirit; - an application, not so elevated and profound, 
to gener&! purposes of moral instruction and edification, of those pas
sages of scripture which relate to particular cases. Thus he reters to 
this class the passa.ge 1 Cor. 9: 9, and most of the allegorical exposi
tions of scripture employed at that time for popular instruction. Thus 
the three-fold sense of scripture corresponded to the three parts of hu
man nature as it was contemplated by the theory of Origen; to the 
properly godlike in man, the spirit, which tends to the eternal, and finds 
its appropriate life in the contemplation of things divine; to the 8oul, 
which moves within the sphere of the finite and temporal; and to the 
body. As Origen agreed with Philo in the essential features of this 
view, so too he labored generally to deliver objective truth from the his
torical letter given as an envelope of the spirit.l Yet he found passar
ges where the letter seemed to him to be untenable; either because he 
was destitute of correct principles of interpretation and of the necea
~ ~elps thereto, or because he did not understand how to separate 
m scnpture the human element from the divine; 2 or...,... which is con
nected with what has just been said - because startin'" from exag"'era.
~d .noti~n8 of. inspiration, .he c~uld not 8UPPOS~ there ~ere any co~trll
dictions m scnpture even m urumportant matters; - and must believe 
~erefore that ~he only way .of reli~ving the difficulty was by spiritual
ur..ng the mea.mng.s And like Philo, he united to these views such 
reverence for the h?ly scriptures, as led him to say, t}iat these things, 
II<? untenable accordin~ to the letter, - these mythical coverings of a. 
higher Be~! - are mterspersed, as stones of stumbling, for the pur
pose of exciting men to deeper inv.estigation.4 

.;.:~:~~ rcjv yfH'~, ro hWpo ab~e; because iu David he saw only the in• 
• For example, be cousidered the sto.... sPF of God, and not the sinful man.

01 Uriah ., 'Avaylolyi, fir ra vonrov. 
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These principles Origen appliedt not to the O]d Testament alane,ba. 
also and expressly to the New - expressly to the gospel history.l 
Many a difficulty, as he imagined, could be solved by supposing, thai! 
the apostles had re~r~sented what they had to say. respecting a ditfer
ent agency of the diVIDe Logos,2 under the figurative dress of various 
sensible facts.s The difficulties which he would thus remove t were 
partly such as his own acute intellect, more acute than simple and 
healthy, had created; and in part such as really existed, but which h& 
could have solved in a better way, and without prejudice to the historical 
truth, by soberly comparing the different accounts, by distinguishing 
the divine from the human element in the sacred scriptures, and by 
separating the essential from the unessential. The application here of 
his own profound idea respecting the humanization.of the divine LogOll 
in the holy scriptures; respecting the Word assuming, in the letter, 
the form of a servant; respecting the treasure contained in earthly 
vessels; would have led him, had he been free from the fetters of 
his mystical intellectualism, to another mode of reconciling discrep
ancies. 

These principles of interpretation, it must be allowed, surrendered 
the historical facts in which Christianity is grounded, to all manner of 
subjective caprice; and Origen must have been aware of the danger 
arising from this source. He endeavored to guard against it, and never 
failed to insist that, in most cases, the letter and the spirit must hoth be 
adhered to, and that it was never right to give up the letter, but after 
the most careful examination. But what safe limits could be fixed in 
such a case? 

We cannot deny, however, that, in the case of Origen himself, the 
lawless caprice growing out of these principles, which might have been 
80 pernicious to historical Christianity, was restrained by the sincerely 
devout, believing temper of mind, fully penetrated with the historical 
truth of Christianity, by which he was actuated. Nor should we for
get that, in his case, truth and error were combined together in a man
ner to be explained only from the personal character of the man, and 
his relations to a period agitated by so many various and conflicting in
fluences. He observed how earthly-minded Jews, clinging to the letter 
of the Old Testament, could not attain to the faith in the gospel; how 
ea.rthly-minded Christians were t in the same way, led to form the 
rudest notions of God and of divine things; he saw how anti.Jewish 
Gnostics were, by this same way of regarding the Old Testamentt be
trayed into the contrary error, refusing to acknowledge as the God of 
the gospel a being who appeared so material- which was the fact 
lying at the ground of their whole system of Dualism. Origen was 
persuaded that all these conflicting errors could be radically removed 

1 See the passages already cited from the 611"011 1';' tvroiXtTO al'~onplo)f, II"polCpivtlv 
Philocaliaj-also c. 15, p. 139. TO 1MJtvf'aTtK.~),/) Toii I1W"aT"'ov, (f1o)(0f'Ww 
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onl b this spiritualising method of interpretatio? ~ I~ was by no 
me~yhis intention, in this way, to degrade the dlVlne m the sacred 
scriptures to the level of the h~: on the contrary, he went too far 
to the other extreme, of deifying the human. • . 

Yet., beyond question, the Alexandrian tendency of ~lDd, had It ex
perienced no opposition, had it -been allowed to take lts own course, 
unrestrained by that pious spirit which tempered i~ in the cas~ of a 
Clement and an Origen, would have led to an Idealism, subversIve of 
a.ll the historical and objectiv~ tt;Iths in Christi.anity;. jus~ as the mys
tical interpretation, much as It ~l~ered ~rom th; mythIcal m .respec~ 1i? 
its starting-point, and in the religIOus-philosophical and doctrmal. PrIDCI
pIes on which it proceeded, yet produced the same results WIth the 
latter, and might run into the .same u:ythical system. But. here, as ap
pears evident from the conflIcts whICh the school of Ongen had to 
under!!O near the end of the present period, this tendency had to meet 
with a 

O 
check and counterpoise in the Realism of the Western church; 

while, in turn, the latter tendency felt the spiritualizing influence of the 
Alexandrian school. 

Having thus endeavored to present a general sketch of the different 
main directions of the theological spirit in their relation to each other, 
we shall now proceed to consider how far this original diversity went to 
modify the treatment of the several doctrines in detail; which will pre
sent a test of the correctness of our general view, at the same tinle that 
it furnishes evidence of the fact, that both tendencies, notwithstanding 
their antagonism, would still meet and blend together in the fundamen
tal truths of Christianity. 

B. Development of the several Main DoctrifUlS of Christianiiy. 

We should never forget that Christianity did not deliver to men iso
lated 8J?eculative cognitions o~ God .and of divine things, nor furnish 
them WIth a ready-made doctrinal system in a form which was to stand; 
but that it announced facts of a communication of God to mankind 
by which man was placed in an entirely new relation to his Creator' 
from ~e ~cognition an~ appropriatio?- .of which must result an entirely 
new direction and shap~g of the r~ligIO':S co~sciousness, and whereby 
all that had been preVIously contamed m this consciousness must un
der~o a mod~fication. The fact of the redemption of sinful man through 
~hnst, cons~tutes the ce~tral point of Christianity. It was from the 
~uenc~ which the receptIOn of this fact could not fail to exert on the 
mward hfe .of man, that thi.'i new shaping of the religious consciousness 
developed Itself; and hence proceeded, in the next place the gradual 
r~generatio~ i!l the habits of thinking, so far as they we:e connected 
direc~y. or mdlrectly, with religion. ' 

.Thls mfluence exte~ded itself also to the general sense of the divine 
eXIStence - the conSCIOusness of the God in whom we live, move, and 
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have our being. This, too, became, in believers, a more living, a more 
profound sentiment. They felt more strongly and vividly the all·~ 
vading presence of that God who made himself to be felt by thetnili 
nature, and whose existence to the spirit is undeniable. It was to this 
undeniable fact of consciousness, indeed, they appealed, in endeavor· 
ing to lead the Pagans away from the gods which they themselves, had 
made, to the acknowledgment of the only true God. This appears to 
us as the one common feature in the mode of expressing themselves, on 
this subject, which prevailed among the church fathers, amid all the 
differences of form between those whose education had led them 
through the Platonic philosophy, and such men as Tertullian, who - IS 
stranger and an enemy to philosophical culture - witnessed, in an origi
nal manner, of that which had penetrated deeply into the vigorous but 
stern individuality of his character. Clement appeals to the principle, 
that all scientific proof supposes something which cannot be proved, 
which can only be seized by coming immediately in contact with the 
mind. To that which is highest, simple, superior to matter, he says,l 
faith only is capable of rising. He contends, therefore, that there 
can be no knowledge of God, except so far as he has revealed himself 
to man. The knowledge of God cannot be arrived at by demonstra.
tive science; for this starts from the more original and better known; 
but nothing has priority to the Eternal. It only remains, therefore, 
to arrive at the knowledge of the Unknown by divine grace, and by 
the revelation of his eternal Word. He then cites the address of Paul 
at Athens concerning the knowledge of the unknown God.2 In another 
place he says: "The great first Cause is exalted above space, time, 
name, and conception. Hence even Moses asks of God that he would 
reveal himself to him,3 - plainly evincing that what God is, no man 
can teach or express, but that he only can make himself known by his 
own power." The same father recognizes in all men an efflux from 
God, a divine particle,4 which constrains them, in despite of them
selves, to acknowledge One Eternal God. What was taught in the 
philosophical schools concerning the recognition of an unconditioned 
first truth, presupposed by all demonstrative science, and grounded in 
the immediate consciousness of the spirit, was by him transferred, it is 
true, at once, and without supposing any middle step, to an immediate 
consciousness of the living God, derived from another source than the 
exercise of the thinking mind - from God, bearing witness of himself 
by his own self-manifestation. In place of the undeniable Absolute of 
speculative reason, he substituted the God known in the universal con
sciousness of mankind without any mediation.s 

1 Strom. I. II. f. 364. 

, L. c. I. V. f. 588. 

S L. c. J. V. f. 582. 

• 'Arroppala {ittKiI. Protrept. p. 45. 
6 El Oi TI~ AiyOI rilv trrlurT,!'T/v urroowc

rll"]v elval flera Auyav, uICovuurr.>, 6rl ICa~ 
0.1 uPXo.t uVa7l'OOelKrol. and after remarking 
that neither rtxvT/ nor rppOV1/UI, can arrive 
-at these principles, he concludes: ITiurtl 
o~" t1""ta{ial l'uvlJ 016vTt r~r rwv 6AIJv 

apx~~. Strom. 1. II. f. 364, and I. V. f. 588: 
Aeill'eral &1) {hill xuplrt "at flov", riiJ ll'ap' 
aUTO" ADY", TO uyv(Jurov voelv. Compare 
Aristot. Ethic. Ma~n. I. p.1197. ed. Be~ker: 
'H ,ltV yap €1rtaTT/l'1/ TWV !'eT' ull'ooet~elJv 
lwTt.w €uriv, ai t!' apXa2 uvall'OdetKTOt, /jUT' 
aUK uv el1/ ll"P~ Tar apxar *erru:rr~!,1/. etAA' 
">,our. Of which, or some similar pll8lage. 
what Clement says is a copy. 
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As Origin places the idea or ooe God, acoording to .the language of 
phllo!!o h ,in the same cllNl8 with the .l:otror fwoiat: (the ldeas cO.mmon to 
the co~sJousness of all mankind,)! so he conS1~ers the sen?~ent of 
God in man's nature to be a. mark of its relationshIp to the D~vme Be
ing. Theophilus of Antioch recognizes a revelation of a.o~ In all the 
works of creation' but at the same time he supposes a reciplency to be 
necessary on the part of man's moral an~ religi?us nature, in order to 
perceive this revelation. Where the one IS wanting, the other becomes 
unintellicible to man. To the common question of sensual-minded Pa
gans "Where is your God? show him to us " ~ he replied, Show me 
thy ~an and I will 8how thee my God. Show me that the eyes of thy 
soul see: that the ears of thy. heart hear. All hav~ eye~ t:o see the 
SUD but the blind cannot see It. As the blurred lnlrror IS lncapable 
of :eceiving an image, so the impure soul is in?apable of receiving the 
image of God. True, God has created all thIngs for the purpose ?f 
making himself known through his works; just as th.e soul, thoug~ In

visible, makes itself known by what it does. All lIfe reveals HIm; 
His breath quickens all; without it, all would sink back to nothing: but 
the darkness of the soul itself is the reason why it does not perceive this 
revelation." He therefore says to man: "Submit thyself to the phy
sician, who can heal the eyes of thy soul; submit thyself to God." 2 

While Clement, who had been conducted to Christianity through the 
Platonic philosophy, would fain discover something akin to the Chris
tian consciousness of God in the sayings of the ancient philosophers, 
but suffered himself also to be misled by this effort to interchange coins 
of very different value; Tertullian, on the other hand, the friend of 
nature, the foe of art and of scholastic wisdom, was secure against all 
such danger. He makes his appeal rather to the spontaneous testi
~ony of souls, not trained in the schools, but simple, rude, and uncul
tivated.s While others rummaged the stores of ancient learning, and 
even spurious writings, to collect testimonies of the truth presupposed 
by Christianity in the religious consciousness of mankind, Tertullian 
contented ~i~elf with point~ng to an obvious testimony; accessible to 
ap, a.nd o! IndlSpu~able genuIlleness, - those sallies of the soul (erup
tIOne~ ammre) which are a tacit pledge of the inborn consciousness.' 
M!I'fCIOn was the onl~ one ,,:ho, led astray by a misconceived truth, 
seized on but one particular SIde, (see above) and by a direction of the 
Christian ~eelings not wel~ understood and' pushed to an undue ex
treme, dell1e~ that any testImony c~ncerni~g the God of the gospel W88 

to be fo?nd In. the works of creatIOn, or III the common consciousness 
of' m~nkmd: The more emphatically, therefore, does Tertullian dwell 
on thIS testlI~ony.6 "N~ver," BaYs he, " will God be hidden, never will 
~d be wantmg to mankind; alw~ys:will he be recognized, always per
ceIved, nay, even seen when he wills It. God has for a witness of him
self all that we are, and a.ll that is around us. He proves himself to 
be God, and the one only God, by the very fact that He is known to 

1 C. Cels. lib. L c. •• 4 See pi ref. d . h I 
I Ad Autolyc. lib. L e. II. . 6 8<;C ~rre to in t e ast note. 
• De testimonio animse. See vol. 1. p. 177. fmdci9~arcIOD, lib. I. c. 10 j compo c. 18 
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all ; for the exi8tence of any other would first have to be demonstrated. 
The consciousness of God is the original dowry of the soul; the same, 
and differing in no respect, in Egypt, in Syria, and in Pontus: for the 
God of the Jews is the one whom men's souls call their God." 

In respect, however, to the development of the idea of God, it 
should be remarked, that it was only by degrees, and after overcoming 
a great number of obstacles, that Christianity succeeded by its spiritu
alizing and ennobling influence to remove the crass and sensual ele
ments in which that idea had become smothered. When it proclaimed 
"God is a Spirit," it still required a new form of thought, springing 
from the regeneration of the power of thought itself, to develope therein 
what this idea involves, to enable men to understand what spint is. By 
men whose habits of thought were entirely wedded to forms of sense, 
what was termed 1rVWfla could be conceived no otherwise than as a spe
cies of matter, though matter of a more attenuated, ethereal kind; and 
fancy, overruling the understanding, invented numberless ways of refin
ing and subtilizing this notion.! Accordingly no single influence could 
effect much here; a counteracting influence was necessary, that should 
come from the whole general tcndency of thought. Where this general 
spiritualization of the habits of thought had not yet taken place, the 
most profound and fervid religious feeling, which strove spontaneously 
to hold fast every thing in its reality, and to avoid all subtilization, 
would from its very depth and earnestness become the more easily 
blended with the sensuous element; as we may see illustrated in Ter
tullian's case, who found it impossible to conceive any thing to be real, 
which was not also, some way or other, corporea1.2 

The influences which at this time contributed to spiritualize men's 
conceptions of the idea of God were, on the one hand, a sober and 
chaste practical bent of the Christian mind, springing immediately 
from Christianity, and which inclined the soul to elevate itself to God 
by the heart, rather than by speculation and fancy, and which, from 
the depth of the Christian consciousness, gave them assurance that the 
imagery of divine things was only imagery, and a feeble expression of 
that which by divine communication becomes the portion of each believ
ing soul in its own inner life; - and, on the other hand, the scientifi
cally cultivated faculty of thought, exercised in endeavoring to master 
the contents of Christian doctrine, as was seen in the case of Clement, 
Origen, and the Alexandrian school generally. The fonner of these 
tendencies we meet with in such men as Irenoous and N ovatian. Ire
noous says: "Whatever we predicate of God, is only by way of compar
ison. These attributes are but the images which love conceives, and 
into which feeling introduces something else, which is still greater than 
any thing that lies in these images considered by themselves." 8 And 
Novatian remarks, of God's essence: 4 "It is that which Himself only 
knows, which e\'ery human soul feels, although it cannot express." 6 The 

1 See Orig. in .Toann. T. XIII. c. 21. Iectionem, sentitur supra hillc secundWll 
S Tertullian. de carne Christi, c. II : Nihil magnitndinem. Lib. II. c. 13, i 4. 

incorporate, nisi quod non est. Adv. Prax· • See cap. 6 and 8. 
c&m, c. 7: Spiritus corpus sui generis. 6 Quod mens omnis humanr~ sentit, etai 

8 Dicitur quidem secundum hwc per di· non exprimit. 
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same father observes that although Christ - owing to the necessary 
ro ress of the huma~mind in religious development - employed fewer 
~opomoryhical ima.ges than the Old Testament, yet even ~e could 
speak of that Being who is exalted above all human c()~Ce~tIOns and 
language only in such images as still fall short of the realIty Itself .. 

From Anthropomorphism we distinguish Anthro!,?pathism, ~mploymg 
both terms in the sense which Beems chiefly authonz~d by theIr etym~l
ogy and their historieal us~. ~he lat~e!, so far as It denotes a ~orbid 
exercise of the mind conSISts m ascnbmg to the Absolute Spmt the 
same limitations and'defects which are found cleaving to the human 
spirit. But there is one very important res.pect in which this anthro
popathism differs widely f:om anthro.pomorphism.. For. at the root. of 
the former lies an underuable and mner neceSSIty; smce man, bemg 
created in the image of God, being a spirit in affinity with the ~ather 
of spirits, is constrained and warranted to frame to h1mself the Idea of 
God after this analogy. There is, therefore, a true as well as a false 
Anthropepathism; and a correct as well as an erroneous avoidance of it, 
according as this analogy is rightly or improperly used. We see all 
these tendencies manifesting themselves in the period before us. Both 
among Jews and among Pagans there was opposed - as we observed 
in the Introduction - to the crass and material humanization of the 
idea. of God, an over-refining of that idea by the setting aside of all 
human analogies, which proceeded especially from the Platonic school. 
As Christianity presented the complete image of God in Christ, and 
restored it once more in human nature, so must Christianity purify in an
thropopathism the true from the false, aiming not at its removal, but its 
transfiguration - which could be effected, however, only by a reconcilia
tion of antagonisms in those existing tendencies of mind which were 
concerned also in the development of the Christian idea of God . 
. ~~e ~a«:ion opposed ~ the ruder conceptions of God's anger and 

vmdjctlVe Justice, the one-SIded notion of a love which excluded justice 
a.Ito~e~her; t?e religious element in those conceptions which he was for 
~amshing entirely from the system of faith, found a powerful advocate 
m that. enemy to !I'll spi~tualizi?g subti!ty, ~ertullian. He supposes he 
can pelOt out an Inconsistency m MarclOn, masmuch as redemption and 
the forgiv~ness of sin, which the latter acknowledged to be alone the 
work of hiS God, yet presupposed the existence of guilt in the eye of 
God as a holy Being.1 He maintained, on the contrary that there 
was a necessary connection bet:\'e~n God's goodn~ss and 'his justice. 
~e latter he re~r~ed as tJIe pn~cIple of order, which gives each thing 
1!S d?e - the pl'mcIpl~ whICh aSSIgns to each thing its place and rela
tion ill the created umverse - the justitia architectonica as it was af
terward~ calle~ - so that justi.ce and moral evil were ndt necessarily 
correlab~e notions, but the notIOn of a vindicti\'e justice in relation to 
moral evil presupposed that more general notion of justice.2 He insists 

I ~ et peccata dimittere an ejus possit I ~e justitiam de causa mali obfasces.
estIe,qul.negeturtenerej et an ejus sit allsol- <?mn.l& at bonitas concepit, ita J'ustitia .. : __ 
l'ere, cUJus non sit etiam damnare' et an tin t. L 1 II WI! 

aon~at eum ignoscere, in quem nibil sit Xl • c.. . c. 12 et 13. 
admlSSum. c. Marcion, 1. IV. c. 10. . 

http:justi.ce
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on the necessity, grounded in the very nature of the human mind itself 
of the anthropopathic form of conception, which has its truth in th~ 
fact that man was created in the image of God. Hence he has, ill 
Common with God, all the attributes and agencies pertaining to the 
essence of spirit, - only with this difference, that everything which in 
man is imperfect, must be conceived in God as perfect. And this, he 
maintained, held good as well of those attributes which alone Marcion 
would ascribe to God - goodness and love - as of those which he 
wholly rejected.] Proceeding on the assumption that Christianity 
aimed at a transfigured, spiritualized anthropopathism, growing out of 
the restoration of God's image in man, he insisted that instead of trans
ferring every quality to the Divine Being in the same imperfection in 
which it was found existing in man, the endeavor should be rather to 
transfigure everything in man to the true image of God, to make man 
truly godlike.2 He sees in the entire revelation of God a continual 
condescension and humanization - the end and goal of which is the 
incarnation of the Son of God. "Whatever you may bring together 
that is low, weak and unworthy of God, to degrade the Creator, to all 
this I shall give you one simple and certain answer. God can enter 
into no sort of contact with man, except by taking to himself human 
passions and modes of feeling, whereby he lets himself down and mod
erates the transcendent excellence of his majesty, which human weak
ness could not endure; - an act, in itself, indeed, not worthy of God, 
but necessary for man, and for this reason still worthy of God; since 
nothing is so worthy of him as that which conduces to man's salvation.s 
God conducted with man as with his equal, that so man might conduct 
with God as with his equal. God appeared in lowliness, that man 
might thus be exalted to the highest point of dignity. If thou art 
ashamed of such a God, I do not see how thou canst honestly believe 
in a God who was crucified." To be sure, this last charge of incon
sistency did not tonch Marcion's case, because- the same principle w.hich 
made him opposed to the anthropopathic God of the Old Testament, 
made him opposed also to the doctrine of Christ crucified. Tertullian 
argues fnrther, from the naturc of a graduated progress in revelationj 
that God's vindictive justice must predominate, before his love could 
prevail- that the legal principle of the Old Testament must necessa
rily thus distinguish itself from the New Testament principle of redeem
ing love.4 

1 Et hree ergo imago censenda est Dei in et hominis imagine Deum imbuas potius, 
homine, quod eosdem motus et sensus ha quam Dei homiuem. L. c. 
beat humauus auimus, quos et Deus, lieet 8 Convcrsabatur Deus, ut homo divina 
non tales, quales Deus; pro substantia enim Rgcre doceretur; ex roquo agebat Deus cum 
ct status corum et exitus distant. Deniquc homine, 11t homo ex requo agere cum Deo 
contrarios eorum sensus, ienitatem dico, posset. Deus pusillus inventus est, ut ho· 
patientiam, misericordiam ipsamque matri mo maximus fieret. L. c. c. 27. 
cern carum bonitatem, cur divina prresumi 4 Ut bonitatem suam voluerit oft'endere, 
tis 1 Nec tamen perfecte ca obtinemus, in quibus prremiserat severjtatem, quia Dec 
qUill solus Deus perfcctus. c. Mardon, I. II. rnirum erat diversitas temporalis, si postea 
c.16. Deus mitior pro rebus edomitis, qui retro 

S Satis perversum est, ut in Deo potius austerior pro indo mitis. c. :Ma.rcion, 1. n. 
humana constituas, quam in homine divina, c.29. 
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As to the Alexandrian church teachers, their phil?sophical educati?n 
led them to try to exclude all material. ant~ropopa.thlsm from the Ohr18
tian system of faith; but in so doing It.mlght easily happen, that they 
would incline too strongly to the OppOSIte extreme, a~d ~raw. the doc
trine of the divine attributes too much over to the subJective sIde. As 
an illustration, we may take the following wo~ds of <?rigen, wh~rc, not
withstanding all that is so truly and beautifully saId conc~~g ~he 
divine plan for the education of man~d, yet he b~t~ays the mclinatI?n 
to give too subjective a ~ to the noti?D o.f the dI.vme anger, and fails 
of understandinO' the objective truth WhICh It contains so clearly as does 
Tertullian. A:ailing hinIself of Philo's doctrine concerning God repre
sented as man, and represented not as man,! he says: 2 " When the holy 
scriptures speak of God, in his divine majesty as God, and whe~ they 
do not present the divine agency ~ inte~oven with h?man Clrcu~
stances and relations, they say, He IS not lIke man, for hIS greatnes~ IS 

unsearchable, Ps. 145: 3: The Lord is a great God, a great Kmg 
above all gods, Ps. 95: 2. But when the divine agency is represented 
as interwoven with human circumstances and relations, God assumes 
the feelings, the manner and language of men, just as we, conversing 
with a child two years old, accommodate ourselves to the child's lan
guage; since, if we preserved the dignity of riper years, and conversed 
with children without letting ourselves down to their language, they 
could not understand us. So conceive it in relation to God, when he 
lets himself down to the human race, and especially to that part of 
the race who are still at the age of infancy. Observe how we, 
grown-up men, in our intercourse with children, alter even the names 
of things; how we call bread by one particular name, and drink by 
another, employing a language which belongs not to those of mature 
age but to children. Should some one hear us so conversing with chil
dren, would he say, This old man has lost his understanding? And 
SO God speaks also as with children. 'Behold I,' says our Saviour 
'and the children which God hath given me,' Hebr. 2: 13. Whe~ 
t~ou hearest of ~e wrath of Go~, believe not that this wrath is a pas
Blon of God. It IS a condescenSIOn of language, aiming at the conver
sion and impr?vement of .the child; for ,!e ourselves assume an angry 
look to our chIldren, not In accordance WIth the feelings of our heart 
b~t with a ~eigned expression of countenance. If we expressed th~ 
fnendly feelmg of the soul towards the child on our countenance and 
let o~ love be seen, wi~ho~t altering our looks as the good of the ~hild 
reqUIred, we shOUld. spod hl!ll' So God is described to us as angry, in 
order to our.conversIOn and Improvement, when in truth he is not angry. 
But thou wilt suffer the wrath of God, if thou art punished by his so 
calle~ wrath, when thy own wickedness shall draw down upon thee 
suffenngs hard to endure." ThuB Origen expressed himself in a ser
mon;. but on another occasion, in his commentary on Matthew, where 
he bnngs out the same theory, he observes: 3 " Po BUell, as would not 

1 See vol. I~p. 111. 
8 Ed. Hue&. f. 378. T. XV. i 1.

I Homil. xvm in Jeremlam, § 6. 
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be likely to be harmed thereby, we might say much of God's goodness 
and of the overflowing fulness of his grace, which, not without good 
reason, he has concealed from those wlw fear him. 

Here too the Alexandrians took the middle ground between tlte 
Gnostics and the other church teachers. While the latter ascribed to 
God the attribute of absolute, punitive justice, and the former opposed 
the whole notion of justice as incompatible with the essential bemg 
of the infinitely perfect God, opposing the attribute of justice to thai of 
goodness; the Alexandrians, on the other hand, represented the notion 
of justice, which they endeavored to defend against the Gnostics as an 
attribute belonging to the divine perfections,! as wholly merged in the 
notion of a divine love, disciplining rational beings who had fallen, II} 
cording to their various moral characters and wants.2 Accordingly 
they would say, that the distinction which the Gnostics made between 
the just and the good God might be employed in a certain true sense ; 
as for example when Christ (the divine Logos) - the educator and 
purifier of fallen beings, whose discipline is aimed to render all capable of 
being made recipients of the divine goodness, and thus rendered blessed 
-is distinctively called the just one.3 Thus, according to this scheme, 
the notion of divine justice merged in that of disciplinary love -of the 
wisdom of love -loses its own self-subsistence. And the same is true 
also of the idea of punishment, which is regarded simply as a means to 
an outward end, as a purifying process ordained by divine love, without 
any reference to the idea of' punishment in its relation to the moral order 
of the universe, and to the way in which it is to subserve that end. 

Already, in the history of the heresies, we have spoken of the close 
connection between the doctrine of God, as the absolutely free Creator 
of'the universe, and the whole peculiar essence of Christianity; and of 
the strong antithesis which this doctrine must have presented to the 
existing modes of thought which had been derived from antiquity. The 
Apostle Paul sums up the Christian Theism, as the belief in One God, 
from whom, by whom, and to whom, all things exist; and the threefold 
relation here expressed of all existing things to God, denotes, at the 
same time, the close connection between the Christian doctrines of crea.
tion, redemption, and sanctification, as well as the .close connection be· 
tween the doctrinc of creation and the ethical element; - for the phrase 
" to him," which assigns to the Christian system of morals its province and 
its fundamental principle, presupposes the" from him; " and the phrase 
" by him " denotes the synthesis or mediation of them both. Hence, as we 
saw in the history of the Gnostic sects, the corruptions of the Christian 
doctrine of the creation which proceeded from the reaction of the spirit 
of the ancient world, must superinduce corruptions also of the doctrine 

1 See Orig. Comment. in Exod. ; ed. where he treats of the Gnostic distinction 
Lommatzsch, T. VIII. p. 300. between the ~cilr aya~or and the r51JP.UYIJp)'~ 

s A dt/CaW<TVV1J UOJ",pwr. oil",wr: (roiiTO de) alp.at !-'er' tftTlurcr..Jr dKpI" 
8 Clem. Predago~. Jib. I. f. 118: Ka~' a f30vr f3auavt"~Ev Wva(J{Jat Mytl1&at i1!'! r<ril 

,",W rrari]p voeirat "ya8ilr WV, avril !-'ovov ;; 1rarpOr KaL Toii viall, TaU P.Ev vloii rvrxavov: 
furt ~€~'A1/rat aya8or, ~a/P () de vlilr wv /) 'AOo ror dura<o<TVv1Jr. TO;; de 1!'arpOr ToiJr !v .", 
)'or avrou tv riiJ 'lfarp' tUrt, 6iKatOf 1rporayo. dtKatorJilvp rou vloii 1!'auJ~e,,~ fJET/j T1)1I 
peVerat,-and Orig. in Joann. T. I. ,40, XpL~oil j:1aawlall riep),'ToVllror. 
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or redemption and of the system of m~~s. Accordiugly, in the N~w 
Testament. we read of God as th~ poSltiye on~al ground of all ex:st
enee . of a God who has revealed himself ill creation, - not of a creation 
out of nothing. In the important passage, Hebrews 11: 3, th~t.ac~ of 
the spirit denoted under the name of faith - wher~by the Spll'ltnses 
above the whole linked chain of causes and effects m the 'phenomen~ 
world to an almighty creative word, as the ground of all eDSte~ce - IS 
opposed to the contemplation of the world by the understandmg that 
judges by sense, and that acknowledges nothing higher than the con
nected chain of things in the world ?f appeara~c.e.l 

But in opposition to the hJ1l~thesls of an ongt?al ~atter, as the. con
dition of the creation, the POSItIve element of thIS ~aIth was nega~vel~ 
defined in this way, namely, that God created all thl?gs out of nothing. 
This definition of the doctrine was a stone of stumblmg, not only to the 
Gnostics but to all who were still fettered by the cosmo-plastic theories 
of antiq~ty,-or in whom the speculative interest exceeded the reli
gious, and who would set no limits to the form~r. To this class be
longed Hermogenes, a painter at Carthage, who lived near the close of 
the second and the beginning of the third century. He differed essen
tially from the Gnostics in the decidedly tvestern bent of his mind; the 
speculative tendency of the Greeks predominating in his case over 
the Oriental intuition. And hence his system, which did not, like the 
Gnostic systems, seize snch powerful hold of the imagination, obtained a. 
much smaller number of followers. tve hear of no sect called the Her
mogeneans. N either was it his wish, like the Gnostics, to set up a dis
tinct system of esoteric religious doctrines. It was on a lfingle point 
only - a point, however, which beyond question would have an impor
tant influence on the whole system of religion - that he departed from 
the received doctrines of the church. It was the doctrine of the Greek 
philosophy concerning the iiA~, which he received into his system and 
~he point of union for it was furnished him by the manner in which this 
Idea had. already been appropriated by the Apologetic writers;
although It may be shown, that they were far removed from Dualism 
and.adopted the. Plato~c notion .of ~he ilA1J merely in a formal way: 
making It an entl~ely dIfferent thmg m the coherence of their system. 

He was pr~bably one of !he zealous antagonists of Montanism, which 
~88 now makmg progress m North Africa. The artist would find as 
little t? sympa~hize witfi in the Montanists, as the latter would find in 
the artist. It IS a mark of the more free, artist-like turn of mind which 
he opposed. to the stern ~ietism of the Montanists, that he could see 
~othmg whICh ought to gtve offence in employing his art on the inven
tions of the pagan mythology.s This indicates an objectiveness in the 

1 Th,e negative of the proposition·: IK nit. The :/irst part of the sentence might ~tm'(,Jv ;u j31.e1r0l'eva reyoveva~ be understood to mean that Tertulliau re
I The ICnalf tIC ToV ,." DVTOr, as in Her garde.d the art of I?&inting itself as a pagan maa. 

and smful oc('upatlOn; but even TertullilUl's 
I. The ~bscllre words of Tertullian, from Montanistic hatred of art could hardly be .hieb thiS account is derived run as fo). supposed to go to such an extreme IlS this,lo~.: ~i~ll'.it illicite, nubit ~idue, legem and there is no eviden('c that it did in hisDel 10 hbldinem defendit, in artem COQtem wriungs. Neither do the words, "ke de-

VOL. I. 48 
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ha.bits of thought, which, in the antagonism then existing betwe0n CluiI
tianity and Paganism, could hardly consist with a healthy and eameat 
tone of Christian feeling. We mark in him the predominance J>at'ly 
of Ii speculativ-e and partly of an artistic tendency over the religiows 
element of his character. 

Hcrmogcnes combated the emanation-theory of the Gnostics, be
Cause it transferred to the Divine Being the notions of sense, and becaU8e 
t.he idea of God's holiness could not be reconciled with the sinfulness of 
the beings which were supposed to have emanated from Him. But he 
combated also the doctrine of the crcation out of nothing; because, if 
the world had no other cause than the will of God, it must have corres
ponded to the essence of a perfect and holy Being, and must therefore 
have been a perfect and holy world: nothing imperfect and evil would 
have found its way into it; for in a world having its ground only in 
God, how could there be any thing foreign from the essential charac~ 
of God? Hermogenes was not less disinclined than were the Gnostics 
themselves, to recognize the important part which Christian Theism 
attributes to the free agency of the creaturc, in the development of the 
Wliverse. In respect to moral evil, he was quite as difficult as were 
the Gnostics to be put by with the distinction between positive will and. 
simple permission, on the part of the Divine Being. At the same time, 
however, the strength of the moral interest by which he was governed 
shows itself, when we find him rejecting the ground on which many 
attempted to explain the origin of evil, viz.: that it was a necessary 
foil, for the purpose of exhibiting moral good in its true light by the 
means of contrast.! He probably believed, that by such a Theodieee, 
the self-subsistence of the idea of goodness would 'be weakened, and 
the existence of evil, if regarded as necessary for the harmony of the 
universe, justified. And here, indeed, we do certainly recognize in 
him the victory of the Christian principle over that of the ancient 
world; but, at the same time, IIermogenes fell into the very error he 
wished to avoid, by persisting to trace the origin of evil to a natural 
necessity. 

The imperfection and evil which are in the world have their ground, 
according to his theory, in the fact that God's creation is condi
tioned by an inorganic matter which has existed from eternity. From 
aJl eternity, there have existed two principles, the alone active, plastic 
principle, God; and the simply passive, in itself undetermined, form
less principle, matter. The latter is a boundless mass, in constant cha
otic motion, where all antagonisms meet in an undeveloped state, and 

spised the law in its relation to art," favor 
the above sense; for we can imagine no pas
sage of scripture which Tertullian could in
terpret as forbidding the art of painting gen
erally, But it is probable that Tortulliau 
meant by lex Dei the Old Testament, par
ticularly the denunciations against the mak
ert! of idols, and that the sense is: He 
(Hermogenes) despises the authority of 
the Old Testament by the way in which he 
employs art; while, ou the other hand, he 

would still uphold its authority for the pu~ 
pose of defending repeated marriages (nublt 
assidue) against the Montanists, who on 
this point declared that the authority of the 
Old Testament had been annulled by Chris
tianity, and by the new revelations of the 
Paraclete, 

1 Tertullian adv. Hermog, c. 15: Expug
nat quorundam argumentationes, dice~tiiuD 
mala necessaria l'uisse ad illuminatJonem 
bonorum ex contrariis intelligendorum. 
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Bow into each other-a mass full 0," wild impurse~, without law or 
oroer like water in a cauldron boiling qver on all sides. l It was not 
by a ~ingle aet that this endless chaos.' involved in such boundless con
fusion, could be seized at anyone pomt, brought to a pause, and com
pelled to subject itself to form and oroer. It was only through the 
relation of his own essence to the essence of matter that God c?uld 
and must exert an influence over it. As the magnet attracts the Iron 
by an inherent necessity, as. beauty exerts ~ natural power of attrac
tion on whatever approaches .It?2 so God, by hIS bare appear.anc~, by the 
transcendent power of his dlVlne es~en~e, exerts a formatlV.e mfh;ence 
on matter.8 According to these prmclples,.he could.not, If lOgICally 
consistent fix on any beginning for the creatIOn; and m fact he seems 
not to ha;e supposed any such beginning - which is implied alS? in the 
arrnment he brings in support of his doctrine; namely, that If sove
reigntv belonrrs to the number of the divine attributes, then God must 
alway~ have ~atter over which to exercise this sovereignty. Accord
ingly he held to an eternal exercise of the sovereignty of God over 
matter; which sovereignty, according to his system, consists principally 
in this victorious formative power. From what has been said, it follows 
that, according to this system, we are to conceive of the chaos, not as 
though it ever had any independent subsistence by itself, and as though 
the efficiency of this divine formative power had begun at some deter
minate moment; but as having a subsistence only in connection with 
this imparted organization, so that the two can never be separated ex
eept in conception. It was to the resistance which this endless matter, 
capable of being reduced to form in all its several parts only by 
degrees, presented to the formative power of God, that he traced the 
origin of all imperfection and evil. Thus the ancient chaos reveals 
itself in whatever is hateful in nature, and whatever is morally evil in 
the spiritual world. 

In holding the doctrine of a progressive formation of matter in con
nectioz: with. the doctri~e o~ a~ ~ternal.creation, He.rmogenes was guilty 
of an mconslSte~cy; smce It IS. ImpossIble to conceIve of a progressive 
development whICh has no begmnmg. He fell into a still stranaer in
consistency if it is true, as Theodoretus reports, that he suppos~d the 
develoPI?cnt tended to a fin~l end. For, according to this, he held, like 
the l\famcheans, that all eVIl would finally resolve itself again into the 
matter from .which it had proceeded, and consequently that there would 
be .a separatIOu of that part of ~atter ,:hich was s.usceptible of organi
zation, ~rom that other part WhICh obstmately reSIsted it.4 Here the 
teleologtcal and moml element which he had derived from Christian

1 Inronditus et confusug et turbulentus ~ Theodoretus, to be sure, does Dot say
foit motns, sieut ollie undique ebullientis. thIS expressly; but such a doctrine seems 

2 We here perceive the painter. to ~ necess~ly implied in that which, ac
s Non pertran~iens materiam facit Deus co,rdmg to hiS account, Hcrmogenes main

mon?um, sed. so!ummodo adparens et 11(\. tained. The passage from Theodoretus (in
propmquans el. Sicut facit qui decor, solum. Hreret. fab. I. 19) is as follows: Tii" 6£ dUi.
modo II(\p~rens (vulnenms animum) et {Jo';tw Kat TOO, 6aif'OVa, d, r1J" VA.1/" &V4magnes lapiS solummodo adpropinquans. ');{Jr/q~a-&at. 
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ity, -1m. element not easily combining with the heathen notion of sin 
as a natural evil, - rendered .him inconsistent with himself.! . 

Irenreus and Tertullian maintained - the one in opposition to the 
Gnostics, the other to Hermogenes - the simple Christian doctrine of 
the creation, without indulging in any speculations on the subject. 

From these church teachers Origen differed on this point, as on many 
others; - having a peculiar system of his own, the main features of 
which we must here present, so far as they are connected with the doc
trine of the creation. In conformity with the general character of his 
Gnosis, he built on the foundation of the system of doctrine generallr 
received in the whole church, and supposed that his speCUlative inqUl. 
ries, extending beyond the limits of this system, might still be in per· 
fect consistency with the same. lIe declared himself in favor of the 
doctrine of a creation from nothing, so far as that doctrine expressed, 
that the free act of God's almighty power was not conditioned by a. 
preexistent matter; and this he did, not by way of accommodation, but 
out of honest conviction.2 He moreover acknowledged that the spe
cific existing world had a specific beginning; but the question as to 
what was before it, seemed to him one which scripture and the faith of 
the church left open for the free range of speculation. It was here, 
then, that he supposed he found those reasons against a beginning of 
creation gellerally, which must ever strike the reflecting mind which 
cannot rest satisfied with simple faith in that which i~ incomprehensible. 
How is it conceivable, that if to create is agreeable to the divine es
sence, what is thus agreeable to the divine essence should ever be want
ing ? Why should not those attributes belonging to the essence of the 
Divine Being, his almighty power and goodness, be ever active? A 
transition from the state of inactivity to the act of creation is incon
ceivable without a change, which is incompatible with the being of God. 

Origen was opposed also to the doctrine of emanation; since by this 
theory the distance between the Creator and the creature was annihi
lated; a unity of essence seemed to be supposed between the two; S 

representations of mere sense were transferred to the Almighty, and 
he was made subject to a kind of natural necessity.4 A.ll communicar 
tion of life from God, he regarded not as the result of any natural pro
cess of development, but as an act of the divine will. But for reasonS 
which have been mentioned already, he believed it necessary to sup' 

1 Theodoretus also ascribes to Hermoge pretation of Ps. 19: 4, which was under
nes the doctrine, that Christ put off his s,:<>od t? apply. to ~h~ Messiah, may have 

body in the sun. It may be doubted wheth given nse to thiS opmlOn. 

er Theodoretus has not here confounded 2 See Prrefat. libb. '!r'pl uPXwv, f. 4; ibid. 

the doctrine of Hermogenes with something I. II. c. I, § 4 j I. III. c. 5. - Commentar. 

else that resembled it j - at any rate, it is Genes. init. 

doubtful how his words are to be under· 3 Where Ori"en has reference to the 

8tood. Perhaps Hermogenes taught that Gnostic doctrin~ of the of'OrWawv betwee}l

Christ, in' ascending to the heavenly state the spiritual natures and the ayblV''1TOI: ~ 

of existence, left behind him in the sun the aIr. In Joann. T. XIII. § 25. 

outward garb he had asgumed in the mate 'il6yp.ara av&piJ'!rIo>V, p.1J0' ovap ;va" 

rial world. Yet so fantastic an opinion can aoparov Kal aaiJp.arov 7re;avraap.EVIo>V OVUIW 

hardly be ascribed to Hermogcnes j and, in KVp'Io>r oVa'av. In Joann. T. XX. t 16. 

default of authentic documents, we must n. QpX.lib. I. c. 2, ~ 6. 

leave the matter in the dark. Some inter· 
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pose, in connection with the .g).ory o~ God, an erad.ia~on.of it ina 
world of spiritual beings, affimng t() hlm~lf, and subslst!llg In absol~te 
dependence on him.1 He maintained t'he Idea of a contwuaf bec(nmng 
of this spiritual creation 2 - a relation of cause and effect. WIthout te~

ral beginning - the Platonic idea of an endless .becommg,. symboliz
l:g the eternity of ~e divine .e~ist{)nce.3 What Ongen ~ays m another 
connection, respecting an actlVlty of God n.ot to be co.ncelved under t~e 
dimensions of time and an eternal becommg, we mIght apply also, ill 
his own sense to the relation of the spiritual world, - akin to God and 

4deriving its e~ence from him, - t~ God ~s its o~ginal source. He had 
respect, in his system, to those dIfficulties which present themsel~e~, 
on one particular side, to the mind hampered ~d ~on£ned by the ~lIlU
tations of time when striving to conceive a begmnmg of the creatIOn; 
_ but not to the difficulties which arise also on the other side, when it 
is a.ttempted to carry out the idea of a becoming, without a beginuing of 
created existence. 

The bishop Methodills, who attacked this doctrine of Origen in his 
work "On the Creatures," was vastly his inferior in the genius for 
speculation.5 He had not even power enough of speculative intuition 
to comprehend Origen's ideas; and what he could not comprehend, he 
represents as being senseless and atheistic. Comparing the relation of 
God to created things with the relation of a human architect to his 
\Tork, he brings against the system of Origen objections which are .alto
gether irrelevant. How incompetent he was to understand the great 
man whom in his ignorant zeal 4e nicknames a centaw, is shown by oue 
or his objections against the argument of Origen; namely, that if the 
transition from inactivity to the act of creation supposed a change in 
God, so also the transition from the act of creation to the cessation of 
that act would imply a like change in him, But God must have ceased 
from creating the world, when the world was finished, and then ther~ 
would c?~seque~tly be a chang~ in him. But Origin, arguing from ha 
0""';1 posItion, mIght reply to thIS, that we are not to conceive of God's 
actiVIty in creation as ceasing at a certain point of time, - as an action 
begun,at ~ specific time~ and then brought to an end. He might retori 
the obJ.ection of MethodlUS, and say that, by the comparison which the 
latter mtroduced, a self-subsistence is attributed to the creature which 
does . ~ot belong to it - as though its existence were not every moment 
condltlOn~d by, and g.roundcd in, the same creative power of God, ex
erted fO.r Its preser.vatlOn. More to the point, though aimed against an 
un.befi.tting expreSSIon. rather than against the idea of Origen, wa.s the 
obJectIOn, that the notIOn of God's perfection involves the necessity of 

1 The f'fpl~a urravyu"f'ara r~~ &5E1/~ roo Iovurt rtltJVLOr Eli,,;'v. Compo P1otin. III
6rov in the Myu<ij KTiulr. In Joann. T. Ennearl.7.XXXII. ~ 18. 

i ·Ouov EMl TO tpOir rrOlrpll<iJv Toii arravyii
2 Accord ing to Metltodiu9. a ytV1JTOIi !teL uf'rtror. {,.I TouOOrOIl YCWUTal TO urravyo.uf'/l

rr:v.,lafWf:, "PXT{V 0(,1< tXolI, an uVclpXCJr KpaUt'll riK JoE'IIr. In Jerem. Hom. IX. ~ 3.TO\! rqlJ1/uaror. 
6 Extracts from the work of Methodilll 

I PI~lo in the .Timren~, eiKcJv KLV'ITr, QJ(Joo in Photius. Cod. 235. . 
!lor, /lf1'<Jvrat; QtCJlIOr tv wI KaT' l.pa'Jpln 

48'" 
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its being self-grounded, dependant on nothing else, conditioned by 
nothing else. l 

In connection with Origen's doctrine of the ~reation, must be ta.keu 
his peculiar way of conceiving the doctrine of God's almighty power. 
When he says, We ought not to conceive of the divine Omnipotence, 
if we would apprehend it in its true glory, as infinite power, without 
any farther modification,2 the proposition has a meaning which, in one 
respect, is altogether true. The conception of the divine Omnipotence, 
as contradistinguished from the principle of Nature-religion, according 
to which the gods themselves were conceived as being subjected to a. 
higher necessity, was, in fact, something entirely new, and hence pos
sessed so much the greater significance for the Christian consciousness, 
in expressing its opposition to the earlier 'views. It was the usual 
answer which uneducated Christians, and those who were incapable of 
assigning any more distinct reason for the faith that was in them, gave, 
when urged with objections against that doctrine, that with God all 
things are possible, even those things which to men seem impossible. 
By this antithesis, however, of a supernatural Theism to the ancient 
Naturalism, many were led into the error at least of so expressing themr 
selves, as if, under the idea of Omnipotence, they conceived of an infi· 
nite, arbitrary will, - whereby they laid open to those who attacked 
Christianity from the position of Paganism, many weak points, of which 
such men as Celsus were not slow to take advantage.3 Now, in opposi. 
tion to the notion of such an unlimited arbitrary will, Origen placed 
the idea of Omnipotence as an attribute not thus indeterminate, but 
standing connected with the essential being of God, as God, and with 
the other divine attributes, rightly defined. "God can do anything," 
sa.ys he, " which does not contraKlict his essential being as God, his 
goodness and wisdom - anything by which he would not deny his own 
character as God, as a being of infinite goodness and wisdom." 4 If 
by that which is contrary to nature 5 is meant what is bad, irrational, 
self-contradictory, the notion of the divine Omnipotence cannot be ex· 
tended to such things. But the case becomes different, when nature is 
understood according to its ordinary meaning, as the common course 
of nature.6 The laws of nature, thus understood, are valid only for 
one particular point of view; and there may be something, therefore, 
considered from this particular point of view, above nature, which, in 
the oiher sense of the word, is not contrary to nature. In its relation 
toa higher, divine life, which is in its essence supernatural, the mira
cle, ,regarded as an individual effect of this higher power introduced 
into humanity, may be something in harmony with nature.; Many 

llI'o aVTO <It' fallfil £avToii 1rA~()wfla av 
ltal avTiJ tv tavTi;J fltvov, Tijiewv £lval ToiiTO 
phvov oo~aa1iov. 

2 ITe1rfpacfliv,!/v yap elval Ka:l ritv oliva/Ltv 
ToV ~EOV jitneov KaL fI~ 1rparpwm wtp'!/flia~ 
"",,v 1rfP"Ypa<fri/v ainiJ~ lI'fp,atpeTiov. IT. uPX. 
I.U c. 9. 

8 See Orig. c. eels. I. V. ('. 14. 
, AvvaTal 1rI1VTa 0 ~eOr, {mep 6vvafltVOr 

-Toil ~£o~ dva, xaL Toii uyat'ior Elva.! "at co

cpor elva, OUK t~iCTar<U. c. eels. I. III. c. 70, 
and I. V. c. 2,'3. 

6 Tel 1rapel PVCtv. 
6 'R Kotvonpa voovfdv'!/ <pvc'r. 
7 'EcTt Tlvel {J1l'EP Tt,V ;vctv (T~V KOI.Vort

pav) voovfliv'!/v, il1rOtTJCat av frOTe ~eor, vrlp 
ritv uvtipwfriv,!/v .pi,mv lwafh.l3O{wv Tall 611
~PW1rOV, Kal fr"'Ow aVTOV f"£Ta{JaAMllJ tfrl 
.pvc", ICpeinova Kat ~etoTipav. 
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thmgs ma.y take place according to the divine reason an~ the divine 
will, which, on this very account, although they may be mliactllous, or 
may seem to be 80 to many, are still not .~trary ~ nature. 

But the position of Orig~n, that t~e dIVIne Ommpotence must not be 
conceived 88 an undefined, mdeternllnate power, has ~lso a.n~ther mean
iuO' in which 88 in many other instances, we find hIm IDlXlng up ele
m~~ts of PI~tonism with Christianity. The doctrine of the Neo-Pla
tonic school:l that no consciousness can grasp an infinite series, passed 
with him fo; a demonstrated truth; and hence he inferred, that God 
could not create an infinite, but only a detenninate, number of rational 
beings; - because otherwise they coul~ not have bee? g;~sped by.any 
consciousness, and a providence, reachmg to every mdlVldual thmg, 
could have no existence.s It will be seen of what importance this 
single point was, in its bearing on the whole system of Origen. With 
this was;!onnected in his mind the peculiar shaping of his doctrine of 
an eternal creation, namely, that there was no such thing as a multipli
cation of the number of created spirits; that all manifoldness was to be 
derived, not from the production of new beings, but only from the 
changes undergone by those already brought into existence by the eter
nal creation; that there were no new creations, but only metamorpho
Bes of the original ones. 

Although Origen in other respects agrees, in many of his results, 
with those who teach that everything possible must also be actual, and 
who represent the divine Omnipotence as wholly expending itself in 
even~ that actually transpire, yet this principle was never expressed 
by him, and it is one altogether foreign from his whole philosophical 
and dogmatical bent; 4 - as indeed it is usually found united with a 
certain doctrine of determination, to which Origen's views stood directly 
opposed. 

Even ~ere where he errs, we cannot fail to perceive the religious in
terest whl~h ~as u~permo~t in the .fee1ing~ of the great teacher. He 
supposes ~t ImpoSSible, Wlt~OUt thiS doctrme, to place beyond dispute 
th~ necessIty of ac.knowledgI.~g a personal God, embracing in his con
~lOus.ne8s everythmg that eXIsts - a truth which he considered it of 
Vl~ Importance ~ hold fast, i~ oppositio~ to t~e Neo-Platonic theory, 
whlc~ assumed an Impersonal /IV, pure bemg WIthout consciousness as 
~~hest and absolute being, while it only supposed an imman'ent 

We now proceed to the doctrine in which Theism, taken in its con

1 c. eels. I. v. c. 23. of Origen: OhlC tfl'1!"OlJi(ETaL, TO elvat Ta ?TOb 
I See e. g. Plntarch. de defectn oracnlor. Ad cf?VaTOII, fVOr it, TijV 1ro).A.c.v ilVTO~ Toile.U. 

Ecrol"vov. In ep. ad Rom. lih. I.; cd. Lom
I 't;li yilp, '/IVlltl TO U1UipOV U1!"EPtM71!"TOV. matzsch, T. V. p. 251. 


7I"~O<'1Kt TO!VVV TO"atira, ,.;V tMwaTO 7I"Ept

• 6 The tme oPPQsite of the Neo-Platonic oV~aa-&ru J[al •avyKprzreiv Inri) ~v aimJii L' expressed in what he says of God the""(lUI/QUIll. ~. "Pt. I. II. c. 9. •A1!"Etpa rg F~ther : .AVTO~ tv iavTi;J 00~a'6flE1'0v, I'm, t"~,!EI 00-1;" ol~I!TE ""'PtAafl{3fwea-&at TV 7I"epa,.., ,en.VTov ytllOflevor 1rep!"'1l"~ br~ Tij eavroij

TOW ""''/Iv/(Vt<;l Ta }'V",alCoflrva }'Vc:,a,!. In JIl;'",aEt /Cat rfiJavTov iie"'pt(L d'1'patV£Tat ._Xalth. T. XIn t 1 . ed. Lommatzsch T
III. 	 .210.' I • ToV T!Va :rapuv. In Joann. T. XXII. § 18; 

eel. Lommatzsch, T. II. p. 470. , the opposite is expressed in the words 
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nection with the proper and fundamental essence of Christianity, CIt 
with the doctrine of redemption, finds its ultimate completion, the ooe. 
trine of the 'l'rinity. This doctrine does not strictly belong to the fun
damental articles of the Christian faith; as appears sufficiently evident 
from the fact, that it is expressly held forth in no one particular pas
sage of the New Testament; - for the only one in which this is done 
the passage relating to the three that bear record, (1 John 5,) is un~ 
doubtedly spurious, and in its ungenuine shape testifies to the fact, how 
foreign such a collocation is from the style of the New-Testament 
scriptures. We find in the New Testament no other fundamental arti. 
cle besides that of which the Apostle Paul says, that other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, the' annunciation of Jesus as the Mes
siah; and Christ himself designates as the foundation of his religion, 
the faith in the only true God, and in Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, 
(Jolm 17: 3.) What Paul styles distinctively the mystery, relates m 
no one instance to what belongs to the hidden depths of the divine 
essence, but to the divine purpose of salvation which found its accom
plishment in a fact. But that doctrine presupposes, in order to its be· 
ing understood in its real significancy for the Christian consciousness, 
this fundamental article of the Christian faith; and we recognize therem 
the essential contents of Christianity, summed up in brief, as may be 
gathered from the determinate form which is given to Theism by its 
connection with this fundamental article. It is this doctrine, by which 
God becomes known as the original Fountain of all existence; as he 
by whom the rational creation, that had become estranged from him, is 
brought back to the fellowship with him; and as he in the fellowship 
with whom it from thenceforth subsists: - the threefold relation 1 in 
which God stands to mankind, as primal ground, mediator and end,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, - in which threefold relation ~ 
whole Christian knowledge of God is completely announced. Accord
ingly all is herein embraced by the Apostle Paul, when he names the 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and works through all and 
in all, (Ephes. 4: 6;) or Him from whom are all things, through 
whom are all things, and to whom are all things; - when, in pr0
nouncing the benediction, he sums up all in the formula: the graoe of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit. God, as the living God, the God of mankind, and the 
God of the church, can be truly known in this way only. This shape 
of Theism presents the perfect mean between the wholly extrarmundane 
God of Deism, and the God brought down to, and confounded with, the 
world, of Pantheism. As this mode of the knowledge of God belongs 
to the peculiar essence of Theism and the Theocracy, it follows, that 
its ground-work must be given with the ground.work of the latter in the 
Old Testament - the doctrine of God whose agency is in the world 
through his Word and with his Spirit: and hence it was no accident, to 
be explained by the supervention of outward influences merely, that 

1 In the 1raAatOr ""yor: '0 ,char rlpx~v 1'e EXt.lv. Plato legg. IV. Ed. Bip . .,01. mI. 
«a2 rekvn}v Hal p£t!i1. 1'WV <W1't.lV "'1'aV1'.,V p. 185. 
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such a shaping of the consciousness of God grew o~t of the germs 
already contained in the O!d Tes.tame~t j- a truth which has n~t, been 
duly attended to, by those who, ill ~heJ.r account of .the progrcssl\ e. d:
velopment of doctrines, have been mclmed to explam too many thmos 
by a reference to outward causes. . . . 

We must take care not to be decel\'ed by false analogies, I~ ~ompar-
ing this doctrine wi~h appare~tly kindred dog,?as of other re.bglOns, or 
with mere speculative theorIes. Its conne<;tio.n, already po~nte~ ou:, 
with the fundamenta,] consciousness of ChristIamty, must furmsh, III thIS 
case the ricrht standard of comparison. Aside from this, the three
fold 'desirnation of the Supreme Essence, or the hypothesis of a three
fold ~dbation in the principles of existence, can furnish only a delusive 
anal~gy, where perhaps there may ~e lying at bottom some theory m~st 
directly opposed to the Christian VIew of the world; - as the case IS, 

indeed with reO'ard to the Indian Trimurti, which stands connected 
with a 'thoroughlY pantheistic scheme, wholly at war with the theistic 
and theological principle of Christianity, - the doctrine, namely, of a 
di\'ine essence, which manifests itself in a constant repetition of the 
same process of rising and vanishing worlds. And even within the 
Christian church itself, systems, consisting of a pantheistic deification 
of reason and of the world, have employed this doctrine, wrested from 
its original connection, and made to bear a sense at variance with its 
true import, for the purpose of giving currency to some schemc under 
a Christian garb, which in essence was wholly oppostld to Christianity. 

The doctrine of the Trinity, however, in its practical or economical 
import, does not preclude the reference to an inner and objective 
relation within the essence of the divine nature itself j since indeed in 
the revelation of God in his works, his essence is presented to us, 
though to our faculties of knowledge it appears at first, as it were in a 
glass, darkly, as an enigma to be solved - and since, from the contem
plation of God's self-manifestation in his works, we are constrained to 
form our conc.eption of the divine attributes according to the analogy 
of o~r own. mmd.. Only we are not to forget that the practical or eca
nOI~l1~al Tnad, whICh starts from God revealed in Christ, or from the 
position of the Apostle Paul. that God was in Christ reconcilinO' the 
world to himself, must e\'er be considered as the O'round-work of the 
whol~.' -.the ~riginal eleme~~ from .which the spe~ulative or ontologi
cal .new 18 derIVed; - a posItIon which we shall find substantiated in 
tracl~g, ~s we now propose ~o do, t~e historical development of this 
doct,n~e. III these. first centUrIes. ThIS economico-practical doctrine of 
the Tnmty constlt~ted from the beginning the fundamental conscious
ness ~f the C~thohc church, while forming itself in its conflict with the 
Opp.oSlte theOrIes of the heretical sects. It is that which forms the 
basiS .of the t~e unity of the church and the identity of the Christian 
conscIOusness In.all ages. But the intellectual process of development 
bY meadns of whICh the economico-practical doctrine of the Trinity wa~

d re uce to the ?ntological,. was a gradual one, and must necessaril 
run through marufold opposite forms, until it issued at last in som~ 
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mode of apprehension, satisfying the demand of unity in the Ohriatian 
consciousness, and in the activity of the dialectic reason. 

It is already evident, from what has been 'said, that the development 
of this doctrine must start from the reference to the person of Chn.t.; 
and the original element here, which preceded all Bpeculation, is the 
image which Christ himself left on the consciousness of thoBe who-re
ceived the immediate impression of his life, and were appointed to be 
witnesses of it. The doctrine of the divine essence dwelling in Christ 
grew first out of the intuition of the divine glory manifested in his life, 
- as it was expressed by the Apostle John, -" We beheld hie glor,-, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father;" and out of the dl8. 
courses, in which, from his own self-consciousness, without any connec
tion whatever with the existing ideas of the period, but rather in oppo
sition to those ideas, he expressed himself with regard to his relation to 
his heavenly Father. It is the intuitive view of his person, which lies 
at the basis of the representa.tion of it, even where it appears le8IJ 
strongly developed, in the three first gospels, and which beams forth 
with peculiar lustre in many individual traits, Matth. 11 : 27; -12: 
6, 42; - 16 : 16, (compared with Christ's manner of approving what 
was here expressed;) and when he employs the 110th Psalm, for the 
purpose of leading those whom he addressed to the recognition of him 
who was greater than the Son of David. The doctrine conceming 
Christ as taught by the \Apostle Paul, proves that the view of Christ's 
person as it is presented through all the writings of John, was not 0Il1! 

of later origin. MQfeover, if we leave out the minor epistles of Paul, 
the genuineness of which several writers in modern times have, withaat 
any sufficient grounds, been pleased to call in doubt, and which form, 
notwithstanding, the necessary point of termination in the development 
of the Pauline theology; if, I say, we leave these aside, the same thing 
is implied in the designation: Him by whom are all things, (1 Corinth. 
8 : 6.) In the Jewish theology, which prepared the way for Christian· 
ity, we may di;;tinguish two different tendencies; first, in the idea of 
the theocratic king, who was to realize the idea of the Theocracy-who 
should concentrate in himself all the rays of the divine Majesty; and 
from this necessarily proceeded the intuition of a person transcending 
the finite hllIDa,n nature, the image of the Son of God, as it beamed 
forth transfigured in the consciousness of inspired prophets; - and 
next, the limited apprehension of the Messiah's person, connected with 
the limited apprehension of his work, in the common Jewish conscioUfo 
ness. We have observed in the history of the Judaizing and Gnostio 
sects, how both these modes of apprehension proceeded to develope 
themselves into opposite theories, each wholly excluding the other. As 
to the above-mentioned prophetic element, we find it once more taken 
up, and still farther prosecuted, in the doctrine concerning Chria, 
taught by the Apostles Paul and John. That being by whom the 
human race, when estranged from God, was to be brought back to fel· 
lowship with him, appears as the one through whom the procession of 
all existence from God had been mediated from the beginning, - II 
the one who, being the original self-manifestation of the hidden divine 
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ce.Iwa formed the transition link between God and the crea
~Il T'h f8 .....a the finjt-1lom of every creature, and the first-born 
tion. e same .... "" d th' f G d' the
of the new· creation of humanity, reatore ~. e Image ~ 0 ill. 
transfigured human nature which he exhibIted after hI8 res~rrection. 
Tb W88 the ima.ge of God before all existence, and the Image of 
~:~umanity; the divine fountain of light an~ of life,. from whom 
all spiritl! were from the beginning to draw theIr supplie~, an~ ~e 
who appeared 88 such in hum~ty, for the. ~urpo8e of revealing ill It, 
and of imparting to it divine hfe - the ongmal Word of G~d, the fi.rst 
act of the divine self-manifestation, (of God's. s~lf-affirmatlO~,) w?lch 
humanized itself, in order that everything pertammg to humamty mIght 
become ~like. . . . 

The title "Word of God," employed to deSIgnate thIS Idea, the 
Apostle John could have arrived at within himself, ~ndepend~nt of 
any outward tradition; and he would not have appro~nated ~o ~s own 
purpose this title, which had been previously. current m certam ~Ircles, 
had it not offered itself to him, as the befittmg form of expreSSIOn fur 
that which filled his own soul. But this word itself is certainly not 
derived, any more than the idea originally expressed in it, from the 
Platonic philosophy, which could furnish no occasion whatever for the 
choice of this particular expression) But it is the translation of the 
Old-Testament term '~1; and. it was this Old·Testament conception, 
moreover, which led to the New-Testament idea of the Logos. An 
intermediate stepl! is formed by what is said in the epistle to the He
brews concerning a divine Word; and thus we find in the latest epistles 
of Paul, from the first epistle to the Corinthians and onward, in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, and in the gospel of John, a well-connected 
series of links in the progressive development of the apostolic doctrine. 

If this idea of the Logos was not placed in connection with Christ
ianity by the authority of an apostolic type of doctline, but if it must 
be considered 88 merely the product of a fusion of PI&tonism, or of 
the Alexandrian.Jewish theology with the Christian doctrine; its wide 
diffusion, of which church fathers of the most opposite tendencies bear 
witness, could hardly be accounted for. If it could so commend itself 
to the ~achers with whom the Platonic element of culture predomi
nated, still the others, by ~hom every thing derived from that quarter 
~ suspected, must, for thIS very reason, have been prejudiced all'ainst 
l~. As the defenders of the doctrine of Christ's divinity, in the begin
nmg of the second century,3 could appeal, in evidence of the fact that 
this was the ancient doctrine of the church to the oldest church
teachers and to the ancient C~ristian hymns, B~ this evidence is in fact 
confirmed. by.the report .of Pliny, already cited on another occasion.' 

But whil~, m t.he tradltlOD of the church, the Logos-idea was taught 
and. translIUtted m the form which most perfectly harmonized with the 
hal>ltB of thought that had resulted from the previous stage of spirit

1 The Plalonic philOlOphy lei ratlIer te C L_ _ _-'_ 

the empJo,YmenL of the term wii, as a a.. 2II:~tary, ..... 211...... some excelleDt Ie
.um...tioa of the mediating princiDle. 8 E b 1 V 28 
- "Iiupec&ing which, Bleek, in hlII2IiIIIIMrlw lISe • • c. • 

" 'Senol. I. p. 97. 
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ual culture; namely, as the idea of a spirit, first begotten of God. 
subordinate to him; there was, besides this, another view of the ,dQC. 
trine concerning the Trinity, which may be designated, after the CJ8
tomary language of this period, as that of the Monarchian8. .AlthQvch 
opposite tendencies are to be found among the followers of this aect 
and they were drawn into still more violent disputes with each otie,' 
than they ever engaged in against the subordination-theory of tlt~ 
church; yet they were agreed with regard to everything expressed ~y 
the term Monarchianism. They felt a common interest in preserviJ,tg 
the unity of the consciQusness of God, which made them unwillin.. W 
acknowledge any other divine being besides one God, the Fath.er. 
Either they disclaimed all knowledge of the Logos-doctrine generally, 
or they understood by the Logos simply a divine energy, the divine 
wisdom or reason, which illuminates the souls of the pious; - in this 
respect falling in with a certain modification of the Logos-idea whi<ili 
was adopted by one class of Jewish theologians.1 Now it may ap~r 
singular, that precisely at this period, - when a Christian conscwus
ness was struggling to form itself in the midst of Paganism, and Sill'
rounded by its influences, - such a strictly monotheistic interest COQld 
arise, and the hypostatical Logos-doctrine create scruples in this par
ticular quarter.2 But when we consider how the case really was wi~h 
Christians of this age; whcn we call to mind, that their ChristWl 
consciousness developed itself in direct opposition to their previous 
Pagan mode of thinking, that the doctrine of the divine unity had 
been dceply impressed on their minds by the earliest catechetical 
instruction which they received, and that the Logos-idea did not Qrigi
nally bclong to the primitive, simple confession of faith at bapti&m, 
(as in fact it does not occur in the so-called Apostolic Creed;) it rna., 
easily be explained how it should happen, that when afterwards thiS 
doctrine came to be set before them, they would believe it contained 
something in contradiction to the principle of the fUWapx£a, which they 
had been first taught.3 

Among these Monarchians, who were agreed in combating the doc
trine of a hypostatical Logos, two classes are still to be distinguished; 
since, with some of them, the monarchian interest of the common re
ligious faith, or of reason, predominated, the interest immediately con
nected with the person of Christ, the interest of Christian piety in the 
proper sense, being a quite subordinate matter; while, in the case of 
others, both these interests were combined, and both cooperated with 
equal power; and in close connection with this difference was another, 
that while with the one class the dialectic, critical faculty of the 
understanding was supreme, with the other it was the practical element 
and Christian feeling which predominated.4 The former were of the 

1 Already mentioned, per crede'lllium pars est, quoniam et ijIJ~ re
Orig. in Joann, T, II, § 2: T() "'OAAOV~ gula fidei a pluribus Diis seculi ad umcUID 

~iAo{Jiovr e/vaL tVX0I'€"ov, mpauuIW, tVAa et varum Deum transfert, expavW:llnt .ad 
{1ovl'£vov, ovo avayopevuaL {Jeov" olKovol'iav, (the trinity to be connected mtb 

8 This is confirmed by TertuIlilln, adv. the unity,) Monarchiam, inquiunt, tene 
Praxeam, c. 3: Simplices quique, ne dixe mus, 
rim imprudentes et idiotC1J, quC1J major Bern- t Origin clearly distinguishes these wo 

I 
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o imon that in the church system the distance was not su~ciently 
niarked between Christ and the only true God. T~ey demed that 
Christ was divine in every sense, and would only admIt that he WIl.!! 
divine in a certain sense. They taught, namely, that Jesus was a ~an 
like all other men; but that from the first h~ was actuated and g~d~d 
by that power of God, the divine reason or WIsdom, bestowed on ~lm m 
larger measure than on any other messenger or prophet of God, and 
that it was precisely on this acco~nt. he was to be called the .Son ?f 
God. They differed from the EblOmtes, prop:rly so ca~led, ~n thIS, 
that they did not believe, with them, such a umon .of .Chnst With God 
had first taken place at a det~rmin~te moment of hIS h.fe, b?t regarded 
it as lying at the basis of h18 entIre development; SIDce m fact they 
acknowledged his miraculous conception. 

But the second class consisted of those whom not merely the inter
est for Monotheism or Monarchianism, in which a Jew also might 
participate, but the interest at the same time fo~ the faith in th~ t~e 
deity of Christ, made opponents of the hypostabcal Logos-doctnne III 

the form in which it was then understood. The common notion of the 
Lo~s, that he had become man in Christ, as a being personally distinct 
fro~, and subordinate to, God the Father, although most intimately 
related to him, appeared to them to be too inadequate a representation 
of Christ. The idea of such a distinction between him and the Su
preme God was revolting to their faith in Christ: he was for them the 
only true and supreme God himself, who had revealed himself here 
in humanity so as he had done nowhere else, had appeared in a human 
body. They regarded the names Father and Son as only two different 
modes of designating the same subject, the one God, who, with refer
ence to the relations in which he had previously stood to the world, is 
~aned by ~he na~e of the Father; as with reference to his appearance 
In humamty, ~~ IS called the Son.I ~hey w?uld have in Christ only 
the one, undlVlded God; - the feelmg whICh was uppermost with 
them, would admit here of no distinction or division. While the first 
clas.s of Monar~~ians recognized not~ing in Christ but the man, and 
banished the dlVlne element out of VIew; the others saw in him noth
ing but the God, and the human element was, on the other hand, 
'Wholly suppressed or overlooked. The tendency of their views was to 
mak~ of the huma~ app~ara'nce sim~ly a transient, removable veil, 
servmg for the mamfestabon of God ill humanity. Yet we are igno
rant ~ to. the particular way in which they developed their thoughts 
on thIS ,F0mt. The .more profound pious feeling among the laity who 
were Without educatlOn, seems to have inclined them rather to the last,. 

el~e!; i~ Joann; T. I~. ~ 2: "Hrot apvov. ~th .the rathe~j thes~are, the Patripas.ptvotJr lrlWT7JTa VtoV tnpov 1rapa ,."v Toii 
BlanB .) ~ apvotJfL!vrYtH; T'1J1I1'feOT1JTa TOO vloii

fl'O;pOr, o!JhMyoiivTat; 1'feilv elvat TOv ,a;rpt Tt'&~VTat; tie O;1T(Jij $ iOWT7JTO Kat cW(JLa~
Ov0/taTor 1rup' aVTolr vlov 1rporoyopev01"iVOV Kara 1reptypa#v, (an individual existence (they acknowledge the divinity of Christ' natura ce~tis finibus c.ireumscripta) TV}'X~but deny him a personality distinct frorr:. 

v,?,,"ov tnpav Toii 1rOTpOr, (the oth~r class.)aM Father, and call him the Son in Jll\m6 1· 1I· 4 IS; T. X. ~ 21; c. eels.l. VIU~nly, - th~y do not consider him as 8uch c. 12. 
In truth, IIlssmuch as they identify him 

1 Two ~1r'VOIa, ~ V1rOlCEt!dJlIN.VOL. I. 49 
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mentioned view; and if, as appears evident from the passages citeQ 
from Tertullian and Origen, this view had many adherents even ... 
late as into the third century, yet this cannot be regarded as any 
evidence whatever against the antiquity of the Logos-doctrine, 88 if 
the latter had first made its appearance in the conflict with some mode 
of apprehension far older than itself; but it might easily be the case, 
that, while thc Logos-doctrine was becoming moulded into shape in 
theology, the view just mentioned sprung up out of the popular con
sciousness. It was the reaction of the Christian consciousness among 
the laity, against the doctrine of the Logos, as it became more precisely 
defined in a subordination-system.1 This is the class, of whom Origeu. 
says, that under the show of aiming to honor Christ, they teach what 
is untrue of him.2 It is such whom he has in mind, when he describes, 
as belonging to a subordinate position, those whose God is the Logos, 
- who imagined that in him they possessed the whole essence of Gud, 
and who held him to be the Father himself.3 And it is the same clasa, 
perhaps, of whom he says, that they knew nothing but Jesus the 
crucified; that they imagined they possessed in him who became flesh 
the entire Logos; that they knew Christ only according to the flesh; 
and as such he describes the great body of believers, over against 
whom he was accustomed to place the genuine Gnostics.4 Just as 
Phi)o distinguishes those who elevate themselves to the Absolute, and 
those who imagine they have all in the Logos, considering the latter as 
the Supreme God himself; and as the Gnostics distinguish those who 
elevate themselves to the Supreme God, and those who held the Dem
iurge to be the Supreme God himself; so Origen distinguishes those 
who elevate themselves to God the Father himself, and those who 
never proceeded beyond the Son, and held him to be the Father 
himself.5 These latter were usually denominated Patripassians,6 - a 

1 Instead of being able, with Dr. Baur, XptaTov Kal TOVTOV laTallpwphov, TOil )'tvO
(whose positions we have not neglected to f'EVOV aiipKa :.to)'OV 1'0 rrav votdaavTer ElVIA 
consider in the statement above given,) to Toii :.to),01l, Xpurrilv Kant aiipKa pflvov YlV4
regard the Logos-doctrine as an attempt to aKollat· Towv1'ov dt ran TO rr:.t~o, TOIV rreo 
strike the mean between the two classes of 7rtOTWKivat vOf't(opivwv. Yet we sh~nld 
the Monarchians, and to account hence for not omit to notice, that in the above-elted 
its spread; we must on the contrary main passage, Matth. T. XVII. § 14, Orig~n dis
tain, that it was precisely the antithesis of tin"'uishes those who, out of a mistaken 
the Logos-doctrine in the form of subordin wi;h tp honor Christ, identify him with the 
ation, which called forth Patripassianism. Father, from the great mass of orth~oX 
We discern in this last tendency the same believers, who, though they do not conSider 
interest, expressing itself in a purely prac Christ as a mcre prophet, yet are fa! from 
tical way, without dialectic reasoning, which having a sufficiently high conceptIOn of 
afterwards sought its satisfaction by means him, are unable to form to themselves any 
of dialectic reasoning, in the matured no clear conception of his character. 01 IlXilm, 
tion of the Homolision. "(iv PI Tii U~£L W!' rrpo<pil'r1/v aVTilv Ixwtn,3, 

2 In Matth. T. XVII. § 14: Ov vOf1-urreov Tt rrOT' UV iXt.Jatv aUTilv, rro'AI..iiJ tilaTTov l,t0ll
elval inrep av1'oV 1'ovr 1'u "'EVel.] q,povo;;vra, atv aVTov Oil tOTlV, oMev 1'pavovv1'er rrepl 
'It ep2 a(,To;;, q,avTaaiq. ToV do~ii(£Lv aVrov, avrov. 
ilrrOUli elatv ol CTV)'xeovn, rro:rpilr Kal via;; ;; OX f'fV -!Yew lxaval TOV TWV /lilw)! -!Y.a". 
EvVOlaV Ka2 Tii vrroaraael fva aLdovn, dvlU oX De rrapiJ. 1'061'ov, !levnpot Irrral-'e1Im tfrl 
1'0)1 rraTlpa Kal TOV VIOIl, Tii lrrlvoir; f1-oV1J Kal TOV IIl0v Toii -!Yeov, rw Xptrrrilv av~ii. ~. c. 
Toir OVOf1-aaL dlaLpovvu, 1'0 €v vrroKELfL<VOV. 6 Qui unam eandemque subslStentiam 
lie distinguishes such from heretics. Patris ac Filii asseverant, unam penonam 

8 '0 MI)'O, Taxa T",V tv aliT;;' laTUvTWV TO duobus nominibus subjacentem, qui !aUIIII 
rrall /Cal TOIV rraTlpa avrilv VO~OvTWV earl Patripassiani appellantur. Ori,. rragmenS.
{teor. In Joann. T. II. § 3. Commentar. in ep. ad Titam. 

t L. c.: at f'1/dw elooTer, el PI 'I1/aoii1l 
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name which would be applied to them, however, only 1by ~ose ~~o 
maintained the subordination-theory ~f t~e church; . an. o~ e 
ground that they saw it must tend to ImpaIr t?e superIOr dlgmty of 
the Father, if that was transferred to him whIch could only?e pre
dicated of the Logos,2 who came into all manner of contact wIth the 

creature. . il h 1 h
We shall now proceed to consider more m deta t e severa p ases 

of Monarchianism. . ' 
As it re!!ards the first-named class, we find the earliest traces ~f It 

in the Ro~an church; and since it has been found that MonarchI~ns 
of the third century appeal to the agreement of thc olde: Roman bls~
ops with their views, modern inq.uirers have be~n le~ to mfer fr?~ thIS 
circumstance that the Monarchian tenet was m thIS church ongmally 
the prevailing one, while ~he doctrine of .t?e Logos was unknown to it: 
and this was connected WIth another pOSItIOn, namely, that the Roman 
church had its origin in a Jewish element. But if this last position is 
an erroneous one, and the Pauline, Genti1c·Christian element must be 
re<rarded much rather as the original one in this case,s (as we think we 
ha~e shown it must be, in another place,4) one of the principal argu
ments for such a supposition falls at once to the ground. Moreover, on 
such a snpposition, it would be least of all possible to account for the 
favorable reception which the Patripassians met with at Rome; for it 
is evident, that there was nothing which so contradicted the fundamen
tal principle of the Jewish Christians, nothing so far alien from Ebion
itism, as this theory concerning the person of Christ. We have seen, 
in fact, that the two classes of the Monarchians stand in well-defined 
opposition to each other. Hence both cannot at one and the same time 
have been dominant in this church, cannot have spnmg out of its origi. 
nal element; although one side might doubtless, by its extreme positions, 
have called forth the other. Now, if Patripassianism was the predomi
nant doctrine, this would least of all have presented any foothold for 
the oth~r classe'l of the. Monarchians. These could expect nothing 
after thIS, but to meet With the warmest resistance. But if that ten
~ency of Monarchianism which was more nearly akin to Ebionitism had 
l~S gr0u.nd in the ?rigi~al doctrine of this church, the favorable recep
tlOn whtch a PatnpaSslan teacher met with here could not be accounted 
for. The intimate connection, moreover, of I~en::eus with the Roman 
church,~ to the doc.trinal tradition of which he especially appeals, testi
fies agamst the. eXl.sten~e of such a Monarchian tendency opposed to 
the Logos-doct!"Ille In thIS church. And it is by no means clear, that 
those Monarchlans were at home in Rome: they came from some other 
quarter to the capital of the world, where was a confluence of the most 
heterogene~us. elements from all directions. The Monarchians of the 
first class dld III fact, from the first, meet even here with a very unfa

1 In a different sense fro~ what was in. 
2 See the words of Tertullian cited above'tended, when, at a later period. those Who P~ter philosophorum Deus. ' • 

w.e~ accused of not duly distinguishing the 
f See my Apostol. Zeitalter, vol. I. p. 384.divl~e and the human in Christ were de See vol. 1. p. 204. nommnted Theop~chites. 
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vorable reception. But lIB to the circumstance of their appea.liug.• 
their agreement with the more ancient doctrine of the Roman churcla, 
this just lIB little proves that the original doctrine of the Roman church
really favored them, lIB their appeal which they also made to the scriP: 
tures of the New Testament proves that the latter favored them.! The, 
true state of the case probably was, then, that they simply took adV8&' 

tage of the more crude and undigested form of the doctrine in the 
Roman church to introduce their own. 

The founder of this Monarchian party in Rome appears to have been 
a certain Theodotus, a leather-dresser (uKvTwr) from Byzantium.2 It 
is evident, from the way in which he interpreted the language of the 
angel, (Luke 1: 31,)3 that although he acknowledged nothing of an 
indwelling divine nature in Christ, he yet supposed that Christ had 
grown up from the beginning under the special influence of the divine 
Spirit. The language was not, he said, the Spirit of God shall enter 
into thee; therefore the fact here denoted was not an incarnation of 
the divine Spirit,4 but only a descent of the divine Spirit on Mary. 
Whence too it appears that he by no means denied the supernatural 
character of Christ's nativity; of which therefore he is unjustly ac
cused by Epiphanius. The Roman bishop, Victor, is said to have 
excommunicated him from the church, whether this took place at the end 
of the second or at the beginning of the third century; yet his party 
continued to propagate itself, independently of the dominant church, 
and endeavored to get into notice by contriving to elect for its bishop. 
Natalis, a venerated confessor. The latter seems, however, to have in
troduced a schism into his own breast, by departing from a conviction 
which had once given him strength for conflict and suffering. The dis
quiet of his heart manifested itself in frightful dreams and visions; and 
in the end he penitently returned back to,the Catholic church.v 

There arose, independently of this Theodotus, another Monarchian 
sact in Rome, whose founder is called Artemon. It is certain that the 
party which derived its origin from this man did not acknowledge Theo-' 
dotus as belonging to them; and if they supposed they could appeal to 
their agreement in doctrine with the Roman bishop Victor, who had 
excommunicated Theodotus, they must either have assumed that their 
doctrine differed from that of Theodotus, or that the latter had been 
excommunicated for other rea!'lODS than his erroneous doctrines. The 
latter may be supposed, if the somewhat highly colored and, as we 
must admit, not sufficiently well-supported account,S that Theodot1l& 

1 Although we may be inclined to sup
pose that the Artemonites did not receive 
the gospel of John, yet we must admit that 
they acknowledged the epistles of Paul. 

~ The latter is reported by Epiphanius 
and Thcodoretus. 

8 His words, cited b;y Epiphanius hreres. 
54, are: Kat aVTo 1'0 evayrD,.wv 1~7/ Tfi Ma
PLV" 7r'IJrilfUl KVpLov t1!'elt.tVutrat hl'! tJe, leal 
oint el7r£' 1!''lJrilp.a If.1lp[ov yev1;ofrQI Iv UOt. 

f Whether it was, that by this divine 
Spirit he undeostood the Logos, or whether 

he disclaimed all knowledge of such a \)eo. 
ing. We should not forget here, that thed 
words were in fact. referred, at that time, to 
the incarnation of the Logos. See Ju~tin 
M. Apolog. II. ed. Colon. f. 75: To '/011:'111'-4 

/Cal rijv DV'lJap.L'IJ T~ 1!'apiI. tleoii oiIOEV a:\o 
vo~oal {}€p.~ ~ TOV .:wyov. 

6 If we may 1;ust to the report of an op
ponent. Euscb. lib. V. c. 28. 

6 Besides being cited in EpiphanilH, it 
may be found in the appendices to Tertlll· 
lian's PnescriptioDl, c. 63. . 

http:evayrD,.wv
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was first excommunicated from the church on account of ~is denial of' 
the faith under a persecution, may have some foum!atlOn of ~ruth. 
Tit Artemonites continued to propa.gate themselves m Rome till far 
in~ the third century. About the middle of this c~nt~ry, the .~oman 

resbyter Novatianus still considered it necessary, 1D hIB expos~tlOt;t of 
fhe doctrine of Christ's divinity, to- notice ~arti~ularly t~e obJectlOns 
of tha.t party; and, during the later Samosateman disputes, It was spoken 
of as a party still in existence. 

If the Artemonites pretended that what they called the truth, had 
been preserved in the Roman church down to the time of the ~ot;nan 
bishop Zephyrinus, yet this, 118 we have remarked before, ~Igmfies 
nothing more here than it does in the other cases, where they cIted t~e 
older church teachers generally and the apostles themselves ~ Wlt
nesses for the truth of their doctrine. When a man entrenches hlmself 
in some partic~lar dog~atic inter.est,. and make~ thll;t his. central.posi
tion, he can easIly explam every thmg m conformIty Wlth hIS own VIews, 
and find everywhere a reflection of him8elf. But when they asserted, 
that from the time of Victor's successor, Zephyrinus, the true doctrine 
in this church become obscured 1 - some fact must be lying at the bot;.. 
tom of this assertion, which unhappily, in the absence of historical data, 
it is impossible at present accurately to ascertain. Perhaps by these 
very disputes, the Roman church was led to fix some more clearly de
fined doctrinal distinction or other, which was unfavorable to the inter
ests of this party. But the Roman bishops, who, even at this early 
period, held so tenaciously to traditional forms, even in unimportant mat
ters, would hardly be induced to exchange, at once, the Monarchianism 
received from their predecessors, for the Logos-doctrine coming to them 
from abroad; and such a change, moreover, did not admit of being so 
easily effected. 

As it regards the tendency of mind in which the doctrine of these 
Artemonites originated, we are furnished with a very instructive hmt 
on ~his subject, in one of the objections brought against them. They 
bU81ed themselves a good deal with mathematics dialectics and criti
cism; with the philosophy of Aristotle and with Theophr~tus. It 
,,~, th~n, a predominantly reflective, critical, dialectic bent of mind, 
"hi~h, m theIr case, encroached on the fervency and depth of Christian 
feelings. They were for a Christianity of the understanding without 
an.y mys~cal element. Everl thing of a. tra~scendent charac~r, every 
thmg whIch would not adapt Itself. to theIr. dIalectic categories, was to 
be expurged from the sys~em of fruth. It IS worthy of notice, that they 
de.voted particul~r attentlOn to the Aristotelean philosophy. We per
ce~ve here the dIfferent kinds of influence exerted by the systems of 
phtl?8~ph~ ;. f:he PI~tonic being employed to defend the doctrine of 
Chnst s d!vlmty, whIle the opposite direction of mind, tending to combat 
tha.t dootnne, leaned to the SIde of the Aristotelean 

It ;as alleged against those Artemonites, that, under the pretence of 
emen mg the text of the holy t!Criptures, they indulged in a very al'o 

1 'be) n TOij &ad6,f0ll d7Vii Zl;vpi-~l9tu~ ~lgetav. EllBeb.l. V. e. 28. 
499 
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bitrary kind of eriticism. An accusation of this 80rt from the mouftJ. of 
opponents is in itself, it must be admitted, not entitled to much credill. 
There was ever a strong inclination to charge tho8~ who deviated from 
the church doctrine, whenever they cited other readings than thoee 
which were customarily received in the church, with interpolating and 
corrupting the holy scriptures so as to make them favor those opia. 
ions in which they differed from the church.1 But the peculiar intellec
tual bent of these people renders it not improbable, that they did 
indulge in a licentious criticism, favoring the interest of their own pecu
liar dogmas. Their antagonists speak of the variations which were to 
be found in the several recensions of the text proceeding from the theo
logians of this party, as each was ambitious to acquire importance by 
his skill in criticism.2 

Many of the Artemonites were led also by this critical bent of mind, 
as it would seem, to oppose the tendency to confound together the fun
damental positions of the Old and New Testament; to combat the 
practice of impl png, by means of allegorical interpretation, every Ohm. 
tian truth in the scriptures of the Old Testament. They were for hold. 
ing the two positions more distinctly apart; for distinguishing more clearly 
the new, specifically Christian element from that of the Old·Testament 
scriptures. Possibly, also, they may have discriminated more carefully 
the peculiar character of the agency exerted by the Holy Spirit in the 
case of the New-Testament, from that in the case of the Old·Testa
ment scriptures. To the latter they may not have ascribed the same 
authority as to the former.3 

1 TertuUian's Prrescriptions! Ubi veritas 
disciplinre et fidei Christianre, illic erit veri
tas Bcripturarum et expositionum. De prre
script. c. 19. 

i There were many p-Opies of the New 
Testament, inscribed with the names of the 
critics of the several sects from which the 
revision of the text proceeded. IIol./ujv 
(avr'ypa.pwv) tlITtv dnropiiual, dta TO .ptMTt
fJo"'~ eyyeypa.p{}al 1'OV~ lla{}1/rUt; avrwv, Ta 
vrp' elCUUTOV aVTWV I W(' aVTOt KaMVO'l, Kai(Jp· 
{f",p.£va. Euseh. l. V. c. 28. 

B We infer this from the remarkable 
words in the controversial notice just cited, 
'Enseb. l. V. c. 28: 'EVLOl 0' avrew ovoi: Ta

paul1etv f}~i"'(fav av1'u~ (ru~ yra</Ju~) aAA' 
U7T'AWr apvT/(J(,p,evOl rov n: VO/LOV K.aL TOVr 
1Tpo.p~mr, uvollov Kat MJfov dWa(fKaAiQ,{ 
(here a wonl mnst have slipped out, for I 
do not feel at liherty to sunply f!vfKa, nor 
do I believe that this is the word missing. 
Neit11er c"n I, with Stroth, take these words 
as in apposition with X(tp'ro~,) npo.pulJEl 
xap'ro~ (nncler the pretext, that they would 
glOl;fv the grace bestowed by the gospel) 
Elr !UXaTOv urr",A,·ia~ ri)"eiJpov Kan;AlI1&1/l1av. 
We may here compare what Ol'igen says 
of the same class: Qui Spiritum Sanctum 
alium quidem dicant esse. qui fuit prophe
tis, alinm nurem, qui fuit in apostoliR. 
}'mgment. Commentar. in epist. ad Titum. 

But when I find Dr. Baur endeavoring to 
establish a connection between the tendeDq 
here described and the sect of Marcion, I 
must be allowed to say, that I see no gronnd 
whatever for any such hypathesis. If these 
people agreed with the school of Marci~ 
in opposing the practice of confounding to
gether the fundamental positions of the 
Old and the New Testament, (and yet the,. 
were certainly very far from proceeding to 
the same length in this opposition as Mar· 
cion did,) this cannot possibly be regarded 
ns sufficient evidence of any relationship 
of theirs with the sect of Marcion. They 
we"e driven to this result from an entirely 
different starting-point, by an intellectual. 
tendency directly opposed to that of the 
Marcionites. Had thev stood in any sort 
of ('onnection with the sect of MarcioD, 
other Christians certainly would never have 
had so· much to do with them, but would 
have repelled them, without ceremony, from 
their society, as notorious heretics. Dut 
neither can we helieve, that it was to thie 
party the opponents belonged, whom Ter· 
tullian eombats as a Montanist, (see above, 
p 525, note 2 ;) for had it been in his power 
to charge these opponents with such errors 
ail the above-described, he would assuredly 
not have allowed such IIil opportlmity to 
pass without a.vailing himself of it. 
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We recognize tne same tendene~ in the oldest opponents of. John's 
I who were connected with thlsparty,-the so-calle.d A~og-t,whom 

re\:';e already spoken of, as a sect that pu.shc~ the antithesIs of Mon
tanism to its farthest extreme on the other side. . . 

As to the second class of Monarchians, the Patnpas8tans, the first 
one of the party who comes to our knowledge is the co~fe~sor Praxeas. 
He came from Asia Minor, the father-land of Monarc~!arusm, where .he 
had made himself known as an antagonist of Montamsm; fr?m w?lCh 
circumstance however, it is by no means clear, that the peculIar direc
tion he took ~th regard to the doctrine of the Trinity had any connec
tion whatever with this opposition} especially if we consider. that the 
prophetic spirit of the Montanists Itself, as we have before pomted out, 
&..<I8umed in the first place an Old-Testament form, and spoke m the name 
of God the Father only. He afterwards ~ravelled to Rome,2 an~ by 
his influence induced the Roman bishop, Clther Eleutherus or VlCt{)r, 
to pronounce sentence of e~communication against t.h~ Montanists in 
Asia Minor. He at that time encountered no OppoSltlon on the score 
of his Patripassianism; whether it was that men were less disposed to 
examine'rigidly into the creed of the confessor; or that, amidst the ne
gotia.tions respecting many other important matters conneeted with the 
interests of the church, this difference in doctrine never happened to be 
mentioned; or that Praxeall found in the church doctrine at Rome, 
which as yet was not very precisely defined, a point of union for his 
own views, and by his zeal in behalf of the faith in Christ, as the God
man, perhaps by his hostility to the other party of the Monarchians, 
won over the public opinion in his favor. He next went to Carthage, 
where too he may have relied for support on the before-described pious 
interests of simple fai~h in the laity, which had not yet passed through 
any ~rocess of theolo.glcal development.3 Yet here an opponent of this 
doetnne. prese?ted hUllself, a~d a controversy aro~e. If we may believe 
the hostilely.disposed Tertulhan, Praxeall was mduced t{) recant his 
opinions.' Yet we should here probably distinguish between the real 
matter of fact, and the interpretation of the fact by an antagonist. It 
~ay be doubted whether the explanation of Praxeas, to which Tertu}
lian. alludes, may not have been simply a vindication of his doctrine 
a~t some falsely charged conclusions. Somewhat later, when Ter
tulhan had already gone over to the Montanistic party, the controversy 
broke out afresh; and he had now a double motive for writing against 
Praxeas. 

Acc~rding to his ~epresentations, there were two possible ways of 
eonstrumg th? ~oc~rllle. of Praxeas: either that he denied the exist
~nce of any dlstmc~lOn. III the being of God himself-'denied the ex
~~eI?c~ of any dnality m God, which might seem to be presupposed by 

nst s appearance, even a duality understood merely in a formal sense-

J See above, p. 1126. 
are: . Dormientibus multis in simplicitd.eI For the precise time, lee above p. 513 doctnnre. c. Praxcam, Co I.DOte 3, and 525. " 

4 His language is: Caverat pristinumI Tertnllian's word,. where he is speaking 
doetor de emendatione sua et manet chiroof the spread of tbia doctrine in Carthage, 
graphum apnd psychicos. L Co 
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and applied the name Son of God to Christ simply with reference to 
his bodily appearance on earth; 1 or that he admitted the doctrine oh 
divine Logos in a certain sense. In the latter case, he would not only 
have applied the name Son of God to Christ with reference to his 
human appearance, but he would have acknowledged a distinction, from 
the creation of the world, between the hidden, invisible God, and him 
who revealed himself in the work of creation, in the Theophanies of 
the Old Testament, and finally in a human body, in Christ. In the 
last-mentioned relation, God would be called the Logos or the Son. By 
extending, in some sense, his activity beyond himself, and so generat
ing the Logos, he thus made himself a Son.2 Now Tertullian, when 
he expresses hiinself in this last way, has either failed to enter fully 
enough into the whole connection of his opponent's mode of thinking, 
has transferred to Praxeas his own way of construing the meaning of 
Praxeas, or else different views must have existed among Praxeas' fol
lowers, according to the degree of their intellectual culture, and ac· 
cording as they adhered more or less closely to the church terminology. 

To this class of Monarchians belongs, moreover, Noetus, who ap
peared in the first half of the third century at Smyrna.s It is a char
acteristic fact, and serves to confirm what we have said before re
specting the import of Patripassianism, that when N oetus was cited 
before an assembly of presbyters, to answer for the erroneous doctrine 
of which he was accused, he alleged in his defence that his doctrine 
tended only to honor Christ. " Of what evil am I guilty," said he, 
"when I glorify Christ?" 4 The unity of God and Christ, this only 
God - was his motto. In proof of his doctrine he referred to Rom. 
9: 5, where Christ is called God over all ; - to the words of Christ, 
John 10: 30," I and my Father are one; " - perhaps also 6 to the 
words John 14: 9, "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." It 
appear~, from these examples, that Patripassianism appealed to the 
authority of St. John's gospel, as well as to others; and it is evident, 
how slight are the grounds furnished by the spread of such doctrines 
for presuming that this gospel was either not known to exist, or not re
ceived. If, in the case of Praxeas, we were still uncertain whether he 
made the distinction between God hidden within himself ana God in 
his self-manifestation, it is, on the other hand, clearly evident from the 
report of Theodorctus, that Noetus made a doctrine of this kind his 
very starting-point. There is one God, the Father, who is invisible 
when he pleases; and appears (manifests himself) when he pleases i . 

1 See Tcrtulli~n, c. Praxeam c. 27. that others before him had already broached 
2 I,. c. c. 10, 14, lind 26. The ohjcctions one of the same kind, among whom he 

of BauT cannot move mc. The pas~age names two indh'iduals unknown to us, 
marked c. 14, especially, where the writer Epigonius and Cleomenes. 
is speaking of the application of the doc 4 Vid. Hippolyt. c. Noet. § 1 : TI oVv ,.. 
trine to t.he Old Testament, leads necessa KOV ,rotcJ, rlo~u~"", rov Xpurrov; 
rilv to this result. 6 I say" perhaps," because it is no~ abso· 

) Theodoretus, together with Hippolytns, lutely certain from the words of Hl.1J~IY" 
furnishes the most charartcristic notion of tus, whether he is answering an objection 
this doctrine, (vid. Hreret. fah. II I. c. 3.) actunl1y made, or only one which he eon-
He correctly remarks that Noetua set fnrth conceived posliible. . 
no new doctrine invented by himself, but 
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b t the same whether visible or invisible, begotten or. unbegotte~. 
%eodoretus ~fe1'8 this last expression to the birth of Chnst; - but It 

be doubted whether he has in this instance rightly taken the sense 
:tlhe man' whether the latter had not in his mind the riVV1JC1t~ TOO A6yov ; 
and by ~ he could have understood here nothing else than God'.s ac
tivity without himself. At all events, he must have so appropna~d 
the Logoe-cioctrine of John as to understand by the Logos only a deSIg
nation for GOO proceeding forth from hi~ hidde~ es~ence, - Go~ re
vealing himself; -the same God, denommated, m different relatIOns, 
iN and A6}'OC.

In the conflict with these two classes of the Monarchians, the church 
doctrine of the Trinity unfolded itself -;- and in two different quarters, 
in the Western and in the Eastern church. In the latter, the doctrine 
of subordination became firmly established in connection with the hypos
tatical view of the Logos; since in the controversy with the Monar
chians, who denied the distinction of hypostases, that distinction became 
still more prominently set forth. On the other hand, we see how the 
Western mind, starting from the doctrine of subordination received 
along with the distinction of hypostases, is ever striving to make promi
nent the unity of the divine essence in connection with this distinction. 
The designation of Christ as the Logos could have been known from 
the gospel of John, without any use being made of it, however, for a 
speculative exposition of the doctrine concerning Christ. This first 
took place, when a species of intellectual culture which had been 
formed in the schools of philosophy, particularly in the Platonic school 
~ough after a sUP:6rficial. ma~ner and more ~der the impulse of a reli~ 
gtous than of a philosophical mterest, came moo contact with Christian
ity. ~e first. author still extant, in whom this character may be dis
cer,ned, 18 J~tin Martyr.1 He availed himself, in his speculations (as 
Philo, w~ose Ideas seem to have been known to him and to have influ
enced h}m, had already done) of the ambiguity of the Greek term L0
gos, which de~otes both ~eason and word. Hence the comparison of 
~e reaso~, which dwells m God, (the MrO~ tvd~er~,) and the revela..
tIOn of this reason, appearing creatively without- the self-subsistent 
W~rd, (Mr~ 'll"p09opuc~, the word as it stands related to the thought) by 
Y'hlch the idea~ of the .divine reason are revealed and become a~tual
lzed. Accordmgly ~hlS wo~d - ~o taught Justin - emanated from 
~ b~fore all creation, (bemg hIS self-manifestation,) as a personal
Ity d~nved fro~ God's essence, and ever intimately united with him 
by this communIty of essence, - a distinction which does not arise out 

. 1. J~ltin describel the doctrine of Christ's er, it i~ impossible to doubt that· he had
dl..~mty as one taught by Christ himseli ":ad thiS ~ospel , and compri~ed it amongnt(~E<T8(U roi~ tJ" 4VToV ""'ax~dl1l. Dii hiS Bl?ostohc commentaries j for, indeed, heTr~h. f. 267. The doctrine concerning descnbes these commentaries as having
Chnst as the Son of God in that higher been composed partly by the apostles them~ he tho.ug~t he found in the U1rO~IIf/ &el~es,.!~atthew and John ,) and partly by
I:":~ra T'WV UIrOG'TOA...V, by which phrue their dls,clples, Luke and Mark. Tol~ 01TOo 
~ th.e papela, II being memorial. ':!:lll'1!'tV/U'~t. a ""!Jl iJ'll"O Tf.Iv U'II"()(7TO;w,.01 Cbnata life. See f. 3117; and when all .:.,'::JlI bu'WMC 1I'apaKOMVI91]uavrfolV ~ ~_~tte~ ~hllion. to the IOIpel of .~ulll, Dial. Tryph. £ 331• 

....... In hIS wntln£l. are compared tocet.h
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of any necessity of nature, but is brought about by an act of the diviae 
will. The idea of this Logos, as the invisible teacher of the spiritual 
world, from whom all goodness and truth proceed, Justin employs for 
the purpose of setting forth Christianity' as the central point, where aU 
the hitherto-scattered rays of the godlike in humanity converge,-the 
absolute religion, in which all that has been, till now, fragmentary and 
rent piece-meal, is brought together into a higher unity; and for the 
purpose of comparing the full and unalloyed revelation of the absolute 
divine Logos in Christ, with the partial and fragmentary revelations~ 
so fragmentary as to contradict each other - of truth in the human 
consciousness, growing from the implanted seed of the Logos, which is 
of one nature with that eternal, divine reason.l The same fundamental 
view we find in the other apologetic writers; 2 but we may notice, in 
the case of Athenagoras, how, in endeavoring to strip away everything 
that savors of Anthropopathism, and in contrasting the spiritually con
ceived idea of the Son of God with the pagan myths concerning sons of 
deities,3 he is led to express himself on the unity of the divine essence, 
in a way which strikes a middle course between the Monarchian theory 
and the doctrine of the church in its later and more matured form. It 
is easy to see how the above-named Monarchians might avail them
selves of the authority of such passages, to maintain the higher an· 
tiquity of their own form of doctrine. 

Thus unfolded, this doctrine passed over into the Alexandrian school, 
whose philosophically cultivated minds strove from the first to remove 
away from it all relations of time and analogies of sense, as the analogy, 
for example, drawn from the expression of thoughts in words.4 Already 
Clement describes the Logos as the ground-principle, without beginning 
and timeless, of all existence.s He transfers what was taught in the 
N eo-Platonic school concerning the relation of the second principle, the 
va;;, living in self-contemplation, the hypostatised ideal world, to the aiJ.. 
solute, the DV, - he transfers and applies this to the revelation of the 1?
gos to the Father, - although, at the position he occupied, and with hIS 
mode of contemplating the universe in the light of a Christian Theism, 
which acknowledged a living, personal, acting God, it was still impos~i. 
ble for him to appropriate to his own purpose the sense in which all thIS 
was meant in the coherence of that philosophical sJstem.6 The specula

1 \Vhich proceeds from the lflrpUTOV rraVTt 
yivu (lV'&(l(J1rWV (J1rfppa roi) Myov, the Kant 
MYOV flepOt;, compared with the Aoyacov TO. 
oMV, rrlWTa rrl TOU MYOV Ot; ian XplaTo,. 
Apolog. 1. f. 48. 

~ In Athcnag;oras after the following 
form, The Logos, as God's indwelling rea
son, projects the ideas j - The Logos, as 
Word, emanated into self-sllbsisten~e, car
ries them into realization, AoYOt; tv lrlir,z Kat 
J:vepyeit;tj-as rrpoEAt'iC:))J tvepy"r,z. it is that 
by which the organized world was formed 
out of cbaos. 

a The rrpwTOv yrvvT/(la, ov;( WI' YEvoflEVOV; 
for tbe Fnther had from nil eternity his Lo
gos in himself. 

4 In the Myo, ivOtMiETO, and '1r1'~ 
KO,. 

U • AXpovo, Kat uvapxa, up:t:ii, (marx." Wv 
ovrwv. Strom. J. VIII. f. 700. 'H _'fv 
QA"'V UpX~ hrEIKOVlCJTat h TaU -Ihaij TOV "/)
purav rrpwT1] Kat rrpo alwvwv. L. c. I V. f. 
565. Auya, alwvw,. L. c. I. VII. f. 708. 

6 We see this bv comparing Clement, 
Stl'Om. I. IV. f. 537:with Plotinus, Ennead. 
III. c. 7, seqq. It is true, Clement .may 
not have taken any thing from PlotlDUB, 
who wrote some years later; but we m~t 
presnppose doctrines of the Neo-Platonlc 
school still older than Plotinus. Clement 
sn vs: '0 thor; uvarr6Oct~TO' ow, OOK tt1f'11I 
t,rUlT7Jp,oVtxO,. This &nswera to the Neo
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m ideu of Neo-Pla.tonism were, iD. his ease, mixed up with Ch~tian 
intuitions. ld we observed on a previ?~s page, ~h.at Clement m~ro
duced into certain pbiloeophical proPOSltio~ a r~h~ous matter w~ICh 
was foreign from them, so here too we see ?Im stnvmg to find the Id~a. 
which grew out of his own Christian consClousne~s and thou~ht - thIS 
idea of the unity of the divine life, and of ne~a~on ~nd schism ·as ~he 
very easence of unbelief - strhing to find thIS Idea m the speculatIve 
maxims of the N eo-Platonic school concerning the voii~.l But the Alex
and.ria.n system, which sprang out ~f ~e germ furnished by 9lement, 
was first carried out and moulded mto Its perfect shape by OI'lgen ; 
and the influence of his exposition of the doctrine continued long to be 
felt in the Eastern church. The leading ideas in it were as follows. 

There is an original source of all existence, to be called God in the 
absolute sense;2 the fountain of divine life and blessedness to a world 
of spirits, who, as they are allied to him by nature, are also, by 
their communion with him, deified and raised superior to the limitations 
of a finite exist~nce. In virtue of this divine life, which flows to them 
through their communion with the original divine essence, the more ex· 
alted spirits may be denominated, in a certain sense, divine beings, 
gods.a But 88 the aVT6Heof is the original source of all existence and 
of all divine life, 80 the Logos is the necessary intermediate link through 
which all communication of life from him proceeds. This latter is the 
concentrated manifestation of God's glory, its universal, all-embracing 
reflection, by whom the partial eradiations of the divine glory are dif: 
fused abroad through the whole world of spirits.4 

, As there is but one original divine essence,s so there is but one origi
nal divine reason, the absolute reason,6 through which alone the eter
nal Supreme Being reveals himself to all other existences. He is to 
them the source of all truth,-objective, self-subsistent truth itself. Ori· 
gen considers it very important to hold fast the position, that. each sev
eral rank of reasonable beings, or each several intelligence, has not its 
own subjective ~og~, but that ?ne absolute objective Logos, as well as 
one absolute ObjectIve truth, eXISts for all; the one truth of the divine 

Platonic maxim concerning a suprarational, 
intellectual intuition, by which the voiif, ris. 
ing above itself, soars to the 6\1, - BO Ploti
nus says of the Ov: 'Trrep{3t{31JK{)f ToiiTO ~ 
Toil tIoil ~V~I1I, 'f[v, aMaKOU'O hrl{3oJ.V a~p6\Z j 
What PlotlDus says of the voiif as the evep. 
yem rrtJi.mI Iv dUEo&,. 'fCw rravTlJV, as the 
hi rill, Clement transfers to the Looos. 

1 BecallBe the Myor is the rravTa h,- 'f{) 
elr IW'fi>v "~ro d( aIrroiJ rrumiit7(U fJUVaOt
"0,, ltrr, Ylvea6ll1, onplarrtum..r b,oViJl1'w 
Iv ~, ro ~ Wr~ IfICITMIlI ~C1T'~ Kal 
~'""/U~.

J The GrrAr:ir 19,of, a/rr{J8wr. 
• Mnuxv 1if iKelVOl! 6t6n,"ror 6to7r01OV
~. Intimately connected with this die. 
tllledon, ltands Origen', theory concerning 
the prooesa of the development of Then.
'!'../rig oecupy the hi,beat JIOIltion, wbo 
...,. IO&nId to die IMHtor IiliueIfj - tho 

second. those who believe that they possess 
in Christ the Supreme God himself. (see 
above j) the third, those who are conlucted 
first to ~ome ~otion of God, by recognizing 
those hIgher dIvine essences, the divine in
telligences which animate the planets. Ori. 
gen argues, as Philo had already done from 
pent. 4 : ~9, a ce~tairt necessity of Poly the
IBm, and In partIcular of Sabeism in the 
process of the religious develop~ent of 
mankind, ordained by God: T~ ToVf PI 
w"afl€vm'f t'!r~ ~v V01J~V {watJpa{t£Zv .pflaw 
6£' tJif11'h/riJlJ iJei:w )(WWfleVWf '!rep' -&eoTTJ~ 
Tor, oymr'lriilf "rjv tV TOVTOtf laTaa-&at )(aZ 
,.~ rrlTr1'tw Err! eiOIJAa "at Oatflovta. See in 
Joann. T. XII. t 3. 

, In Joann. T. II. c. 2 j T. XXXIL c. 18 
• The aVT6Ht~. • 
• The aim)Myor• 
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consciousness, which binds man with all the different ranks of iilteni. 
gences in the world of spirits. " Everyone certainly will admit," ISIr)'8 
he, " that truth is one. None surely will venture to affirm that the tratb. 
of God is one thing; that of the angels, another; and that of men still 
another; since, in the very nature of the case, there can be but' oae 
truth in regard to each one thing. But if truth is one, it rightly fol
lows that the evolution of truth, which is wisdom, must be conceived M 
one, inasmuch as all false wisdom comes short of the truth, and eannot 
properly be called wisdom. But if there is one truth and one wi8dom 
then the Logos also is one, who reveals truth and wisdom to all such ~ 
are capable of receiving it." Although the Logos, however, is by his 
own nature the absolute one, yet he places himself in manifold forms 
and modes of activity, according to the different positions and the 
different wants of reasonable beings, to whom he becomes whatsoever is 
necessary for their well-being. While the Gnostics made different hy. 
postases out of these different modes of operation of one and the same 
Redeeming Spirit, Origen referred back these different hypostases to 
different ideas and relations, Cb"tVoiar;) but while he combated these 
all-hypostatising Gnostics, he opposed also the Monarchians, who re
duced the whole Triad simply to different relations of one and the same 
divine essence. He who denied the independent existence of the divine 
Logos, seemed to him to reduce every thing to the subjective, - to 
deny the existence of an absolute ob)ective truth, - to make of this 
a bare abstract thing; for he could not otherwise conceive of the divine 
Logos, than as he had been accustomed to conceive of the voiir of the 
Neo-Platonic philosophy. "Not one of us," says Origen,l" is pos
sessed of so mean an intellect as to suppose that the essence of truth 2 

did not exist before the earthly appearance of Christ." 
As Origen explained the several designations of the Logos to be sym· 

bolical, so he considered it to be also with the name Logos itself; and 
he spoke against those who, availing themselves of the comparison with 
the Myor rrpotpop'K6r, which seemed so inadequate to the Alexandrians, 
held fast to the name Logos alone, and thought they might refer to this, 
all passages of the Old Testament where a Auyor was spoken of.3 The 
notion, which went along with this view, of an emanation of the Logos 
to self-subsistent existence before the creation of the world, was, like 
every other transfer of temporal relations to the Eternal, comba.ted. by 
Origen. He who fixed no beginning to the creation, but supposed It. too 
be eternal, would far less fix any beginning here. He strove to baDlsh 
all notions of time from the conception of the generation of the Logos. 
It was necessary here - as he thought - to conceive of a timeless 
present, an eternal now; and this he supposed to be intimated by the 
expression" to-day" in the second Psalm.4 

In exclu~ing all. notions of time, it is also implied, in his opi~on, t~at 
the gencratlOn of the Logos should not be conceived as sometlllng which 

1 e. eels. I. VIII. e. 12. rrpOlpopiiv rra1'ptKq" olove~ I:v cruloAa{Jalr '"' 
t 'H Tl]r Wtll{!ciar ovata. pivt}v elva, TOV vlov 1'oV i>£oiJ. 
8 'Errd <TIIvexw~ xpwVTat Ti;J' l~peVfaTo ~ i In Joann. I. 82; II. 1. 

lCapdta p.cru MYOV aya{!Ov, 1/1. 44, I, ol6pevo, 



589 A.I.U.AlIDlUAli LOGOS-DOCTRINE. 

happened onoe and was then over. With the conception of beginning, 
that also of an end must be carefully excluded - it sho~ld be con~eived 
as a timeless eternal act. Origen seeks to render thIS theogomc pro
cess clear bi an analo~ - by comp~g .it wit~ the proces~ accord
ing to which the divine life developes. Itself ill Qeh~,:ers -:- t?e Just man 
not being born of God at once, by virtue of the dmne life Imparted to 
him, but being ever born ~ew of G~d,; s~ t~at ~ll the g,ood he does, 
proceeds from this generatIon of the diVIDe life ill hlm.l VIlth the glory 
of God exists also its radiation in the Son; from the hght ever goes 
forth its radiation.a We should not forget here, that Origen was led 
into this view by his philosophical education in the Platonic school; for 
he only needed to apply what was taught in this school concerning the 
relation of the Ov to the voVr, to the relation of the Father to the Logos. 
But here, owing to the difference between his own fundamental position 
and the Neo-Platonic, a question might occur to him. On the Neo
Platonic principle, all teleological considerations, all will and action of 
the absolute, were excluded; nothing properly had any place here b:ut a. 
necessity of the conception. But it was otherwise with Origen's idea 
of God the Father: -hence the question arises, whether, in reference 
to the generation of the Logos, he conceived of a necessity grounded 
in the divine essence, or of an act proceeding freely from the divine 
will. Had he been possessed of the later-developed notion of the unity 
of essence in the Triad, it would have resulted from this as a matter 
of course, that he would be led to distinguish the eternal generation of 
the Son, as an immanent act grounded in the divine essence, from a 
na.t of the divine will as the mediating cause of the creation. But the 
matter presentd itself in a different aspect to Origen, viewed in the 
light of his principle of subordination, which, strictly taken, excluded 
such & mode of co~cept.ion. And this result, to which Origen's princi
pl.e would lead,. h.e 18 SaId,actu~l1y t~ have expressed in his disputation 
WIth the ValentlDlan Candldus, m whlCh he attacked the Gnostic doctrine 
of emanation. He affirmed, that we are not to conceive of a natural 
ne~essity in the case of ~he generation of the Son of God, but, precisely 
~ l~ the ~a.se of the creatlOn, we must conceive of an act flowing from the 
dlVlne. will; but he must have excluded here all temporal succession of 
the different momenta.s From this view of the subject, Origen was 

1 Concerning Christ: ·Ort ooX~ tyevv'1aev 
" ,lfari;p 1'0.. ,,/011 Kal anD.vO"tv avreW" 'ITa. 
ri;p alro Tii~ )'eviaewr avrov, MA: tie, )'wvli 
aVTOlI, ~once":ling the just man: Ov yap
a1l"1lf tp<.> 1'011 dlKIUOII ytyevll~a&at ill' ael 
yev"iiao'Jal "a&' '''''(!T1JV 1I"pii411J ayafHJv iv 
i ytvllli 1'011 ruleCUOII (, ~£6r, In Jerem. H~m,
lX ~ 4. 

•S 'OO"ov lC11'1 Til 4J0Jr 'lTOl1JftKOv Toil alrllV. 
),aapa1'O<;, E'lTl roaoilTOV yevvaTcu TO a'ITav. 
yat1pa Tiir OO~'1r Toil I9£oil. 

a Jerome .I1LY~: Habetu~ ~ia1ogus apud 
GrIllCOS Ongems et Candldl, Valentimani 
hal~8is defensoris, in quo repugnat, Dei 
Yillum v,el proia tum esse vel natum, (the lat
ter certamly he could only dony 80 faT as it 
wu too sensuously conceived,) De Deus P .... 

VOL. I. 50 

ter dividatur in partes, sed dicit sublimem 
et excellentissimam creaturam voluntate ex
stitisse Patris, sieut et creteras creaturas 
Hieronym. T. II. contm Rufin. ed Vallarsi 
~. II. p. I. p. 512. Veneto 1767, or'cd, Mar
tlanay, T. IV. f.413. It must be confessed 
the source from which we obtain this is not 
w~olly to be relied on ; for we know not 
With what degree of care the notes of this 
disp~tation ~ere taken down, Many ex
pressIOns WhlC~ are ~ere IlScribed to Origeil, 
do not agree WIth hiS mode of thinking or 
style of language, The above definition 
howel'er, as must be evident is well snp~ 
ported by Origen's system; an'd it is ellSY to 
se~, ~at he would have been led to state 
tft18 In 80 express terms, only when dril'ell 
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. also led to object emphatically to the notion of a generation of the Son of 
God from the essence of the Father, (YEVV1] alf ~K Ti;,ova£ar,) inasmuch as 
such a theory seemed to him to lead to the supposition of a natural Jl&o 

cessity to which the divine essence was subjected - to the supposi
tion of a sensuously conceived emanation - a severing of the diviDe 
essence.! 

In conformity with this development of ideas, Origen held it to be 
quite necessary to insist on the absolute exaltation and superiority of 
God the Father, so far as his essence is concerned, above every other 
existence; just as he was accustomed, when a Platonist, to consider the 
highest ov as immeasurably superior to all other things, and exalted, in 
its essence, even above the voV, itself. It appeared to him, therefore, 
something like a profanation of the first and supreme essence, to sup
pose an equality of essence or a unity between him and any other b&
ing whatever, not excepting even the Son of God. As the Son of God 
and the Holy Spirit are incomparably exalted above all other existences, 
even in the highest ranks of the spiritual world, so high and yet higher 
is the Father exalted even above them.2 To this distinction between 
the essence of the Son of God and that of the Father,3 Origen was in· 
duced to give still more prominence in opposing the Monarchians. .As 
these latter, with the distinction of essence, denied also the personal 
distinction, so it was with Origen a matter of practical moment, on ac
count of the systematic connection of ideas in his philosophical system 
of Christianity, to maintain in opposition to these the personal indepen. 
dence of the Logos. Sometimes, in this controversy, he distinguishes 
between unity of essence, and personal unity, or unity of subject, in 
which case he was only interested to controvert the latter.4 And thia 
certainly was the point of greatest practical moment to him; and he 
must have been well aware, that many of the fathers, who contended 
for a per80nal distinction, held firmly at the same time to a unity oj 
eS8ence. But the internal connection of his own system required that 
both should stand or fall together: wherever he spoke, therefore, from 
the position of that system, he affirmed at one and the same time the 
irepOT1Jr Ti;, ovaiar and the irepOT1Jr Ti;t; tl1rOr1Tclaet.:lt; or Toil lnroK"f'ivov.5 

From this doctrine he drew the practical inference, that we are bound 
to pray to the Father alone, and not to the Son; whence it is appa~ent, 
what a strong practical interest the Patripassians, they whom Ongen 
accused of knowing only the Son, without being able to elevate them
selves to the Father, must have had to controvert such a system. But 
still Christ was, even to Origen, the way, the truth, and the life-as 

to it in opposing the doctrines of a sensu
ous emanation·theory, or of natural neces
sity. 

1 Against those who erroneously explain. 
ed the passage, John 8 : 44, as refet'ring to 
the generation of the Logos, he says, in 
Joann. T. XX., 16: 'AANn De Til' Uip,(tov 
urril .(twil, OL1J)'1Jr1aVTO UVTL TOV yeyiw1]f'a, 
U7rO ToV (troD, ok UKoAoviJei l~ Ti;, ovaiat; 
~ua"Hv TOj) 7raTpil, yeyevvija{1a, TOV viilv, 
olove' Jl.el.Ovf'ivov Ka2 4£rrovTo,'1'l1 oVaitJ., ~ 

7rporepov el;v, ooyp.ara av(tp0J7rc.w, f'nO' fiVap 
"'vaLv uopaTov Ka, aawp.aTov 7re~aVTaa,..evc.JV. 

2 In Joann. T. XIII. § 25. , 
8 The doctrine of a irepOT1Jr nir aVatar, 

in the dispute against the Of'oovaLOv. • 
~ In Joann. T_ X. against those who said, 

"Ev, ob f<0vov o;,a£l,'I, UMU Kat lJ7rOKeipiv", 
rvYXUVELV /'f<~oTipov,. 

6 In Joann. T. II. § 2_ De orat. 0.15: 
KaT' ovaiav Kal Ka{}' lnroKeif'tnJov Et1TW {, 
vlilt; lupo, -roil rraTpOt;_ 

http:7re~aVTaa,..evc.JV
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he expressed it "Vrith full conviction, even on the grounds of his own 
philosophical system of Christian ideas. He knew or no oth~r.way.to 
the Father; no other source of truth ; !l0 other sprmg?f dlVlne hfe 
for all creatures, but him: he was the mIrror, through whICh Paul It?d 
Peter and all who were like them, saw God. l He says, the Gnoshcs 
may be allowed in a certain sense to be right, when they affirm that the 
Father was first revealed by Christ. Until then, men could have no 
other knowledge of God than as the Creator and Lord of the world, 
since it was first through the Son theJ: ~ame to th~ knowl~dge of him 
as their Father; and it was by the spmt of adoptlOn whIch they r~ 
eeived from -bim, they were :first enabled to address God as th~lr 
Father.s He recognized him as the Mediator from whom alone ChrIS
tians derive their communion with God; to whom they should con
stantly refer their Christian consciousness, and in whose name and 
through whom they should always pray to God the Father. He says, 
" Why may it not be expressed in the sense of him who said, Where
fore ea.llest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is God. 
Why prayest thou to me? Thou shouldst pray to the Father alone, to 
whom I also pray. As you learn from the holy scriptures, you are 
Dot to pray to the High Priest ordained for you by the Father, to him 
who has received'it from the Father to be your Advocate and Interces
SOf; but lOU must pray through the High Priest and the Intercessor, 
through him who can be touched with your infirmities, having been 
tempted in all points like as ye are, yet, by the gift of God, without 
Bin. Learn, then, what a gift you have received from my Father, when, 
by your new birth in me, ye have received the spirit of adoption, that 
'Ie might be called sons of God, and my own brethren." :\ 

We ha.ve alrea.dy remarked, that Origen unfolded and matured his 
doctrine?f the Logos in the controversy with the two classes of the 
Mona.rchlans; and the systematic foundation which he laid for this doc
trine could not fail once more to ca.ll forth a reaction from the Monar
chian party; for his views, as must appear evident from the exhibition 
of. his systE;m, were hardly suited to remove the scruples they enter
tained. agamst the hypostatical Logos-doctrine, in a way which would 
be satisfactory to them at their own position. But Monarchianism in 
ord~r to 8up~rt itself, now made its appearance under a. new shaPeo 
AJ.nld the strife~ of the two classes, there arose a conciliatory Monar
chlan.tend.ency. I~ proce~ded from those who agreed with the Mo
narchians In contending agamst the doctrine of a hypostatical, subor

1 In Joaon. T. XIII. \ 25. 
8.8 its forerunner, must take the place which 

I 10 Joano. T. XIX. ~ 1. vol. VI. r. 286, him, between two abovebelongs to the
ed. de la Rue; T. II. p. 146, ed. Lorn named classes of tbe Monarchians andmatuch. 

Sabellius. I add, tbat neither tbe strictures
• De orat.. e. 15. of Dr. IDlman, in his Hallischen Weibnacbts
~ In .opposition to Dr. Balli', who denies 11I'~g:amm, v. J. 1835, in the Studien undthe eXlst:ence of any BUch third class of Kritiken, J. 1836, 4tes Stiick, S. 1073, norMonarchlans, I must once more aftInn that those of Dr. Baur, in his History of the"!e phenomena presented in tbis porti~n of Doct~ne of the Trinity, are of such force~tor1 couJd not posaiblJ be understood as to IDdlWe me to abandon the views which~thout the supposition oC Bllch a concilia I ~eld before. 

- tendency; and that Detillue of lJoatra. 
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dinate Logos; but whose interest for Christianity forbade them to 1>0 
satisfied with the way in which the first class of the Monarchians COl,\

templated Christ in his relation to other enlightened teachers; -who 
felt constrained to believe that he possessed a special divine na~re.' 
but who at the same time, as their reason could not be satisfied to r~ 
move back the difficulties by appealing to the incomprehensibleness pf' 
the subject, must have felt themselves repelled by the Patripll8sian 
hypothesis of an incarnation of God the Father himself. Accordingly 
there started up a new theory concerning the person of Christ, which 
aimed to strike a middle course between those who ascribed to him too 
much, and thosc who conceded to him too little. It was not the whole 
infinite essence of God the Father which dwelt in him, but a certain 
efflux from the divine essence; and a certain influx of the same into 
human nature was what constituted the personality of Christ. It W/IB 

not before his temporal appearance, but only subsequently' thereto, tha~ 
he subsisted as a distinct person beside the Father. This personality 
originated in the hypostatizing of a divine power. It was not proper to 
suppose here, as the first class of Monarchians taught, a distinct hu· 
man person like one of the prophets, placed from the beginning unde; 
a special divine influence; but this personality was itself something 
specifically divine, produced by a new creative comnrunication of God 
to human nature, by such a letting down of the divine essence into thll 
precincts of that nature. Hence in Christ the divine and the human 
are united together; hence he is the Son of God in a sense in whioh 
no other being is. As notions derived from the theory of emanation 
were in this period still widely diffused; as, even in the church mode of 
apprehending the incarnation of the Logos, the doctrine of a reasonable, 
human soul in Christ was stilI but imperfectly unfolded (it being by 
Origen's means, as we shall see afterwards, that this doctrine was first 
introduced into the general theological consciousness of the Eastern 
church); -so, under these circumstances, a theory which thus substi
tuted the divine, which the Father communicated from his own essence, 
in place of the human soul in Christ, could gain the easier admittance. 
If we transport ourselves back into the midst of the process whereby 
the doctrines of Christianity were becoming unfolded in consciousness, 
into the conflict of opposite opinions in this period, we shall find it very 
easy to understand how a modified theory of this sort came tl,) be 
formed. 

It belongs also to the peculiarity of this new modification of Monar· 
chianism, that it spoke of an ideal being of Christ, a being in the 
divine idea, or predestination, before his temporal appearance. Cer· 
tainly they who expressed themselves thus did not wish t!> deny, that 
this could be said concerning the relation of God's eternal plan to 
everything that appears in the succession of time. But, when th~y 
gave prominence to this point in reference to Christ's appearance,ln 
particular, they must have connected with the assertion some pecuhar 
meaning; they meant without doubt to mark thereby the import4nt 
bearing which the appearance of Christ had on the execution of the 
divine plan of the universe, as being the end and central point of all; 
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to mark the tleceseity· of such an '!1ppearance,. in orde! to the realiza
ti of the divine ideM. And by virtue of theIr peculIar mode of ap
;:hending the essence and the origin of Christ'.s personality, they might 
certa.inly Mcribe to it this significancy. To th18,. then, they would !l'l~o 
refer those J>3SSIloges of the )Iiew Testament which speak of Chnst s 
being with the Father before his temporal appeara~ce. 

The first who took a conciliatory position of this sort was Beryllus, 
bishop of Rostra, in Arabia a. man well known in his times as one of 
the more learned teachers :n the church.1 The peculiar modification 

1 See Eueb. ]. VI. c. 20. Bis doctrine 
is described by Eusebius in the somewhat 
obscnre passage in I. VI. c. 33: Tov KV
pitN ,.. trpOii~arovm KaT miav oVaLar 'lTtpt
~ "pO rm- elr mprJtrolIf hrulr],uar.
10 -the interpretation of these words, I 
IlInat agree, on one point, with Baur, and 
dilFer from Schleiermacher, in his well
known dissertation on the Monll1'Chians, 
and from IDlmann, and maintain that 7Upt
'YfIG# certainly does not denote a circnm
scription of the divine essence j but, as I 
have already explained the same thing 
above, and, as I believe, proved in the first 
edition of Ihis work, it can mean, in the 
I!cienti6c language of Origen, nothing else 
than a personal, individual existence, as 
oontradistingnished from a harely ideal ex
iItenee, or a mere distinction of the under
8t&I1ding. Compare e. g. in Joann. T. I.t 42, where the eil'CU teaT' irliav 'IT'ptypa'l>~v 
III opposed to the d",,-, barelv KaT' i1rivOUlv 
lnpw, the Uw7l"6aTaTOV. The words mean, 
\hen. that Christ, before his appeamnce in 
humanity, had no self-subsistent, personal 
aistence. He conld thus be, before this, 
ditferent from the Father only KaT' t7rivotav, 
or have only an ideal being. This marks 
the opposition to the hypostatical Logos
doctrine, but also to the doctrine of the 
Patripusians; for, according to the latter, 
dlere was not acknowledged to be in Christ, 
even when he appeared on the earth, any 
ai'aia 1Wr' 16lav 'lTtp'Ypaf'JII tTipa, in rela
tion to the essence of the Father. But we 
must now bring in also the second part of 
die descriptien: p1/& ""V ~tO'l'1/Ta 16lav 
lXetv, <!M' t{J'IION.TfV(Jp£vT)1J abriiJ FVTJ1I ~ 
'lTaTpurT)1J. The explanation of thiS passage 
by Baur, who professes to adhere to the 
etymological and original meaning of the 
word 1TON.Tf:"£a~tJL, I cannot but regard as 
lomewhat arbitrary and artificial. The 
word denotes, acrording to the nse of lan
guage in that period, and according to the 
~ntex~ certl\i~ly nethin/; el~e than the no
tion of indwellIng. Now such an expression 
would assert too much, if it was meant to 
denote barely a ~ertain inmrki"1l of God 
upon a man standmg under his special in. 
1!iJence. These words would rather char
leterize the view of tbe Patrip&8llians j but 
which we cannot suppose to be expressed
here, on account of tbe preceding proposi

50· 

tion. We mnst, then, seek for a hypothe
sis holding the middle place between the 
two views ahove mentioned, as that does 
which is presented in the text. Why should 
Eusebius waste so many words, if he meant 
simply to attribute to Beryllns a. theory 
akin to that of the Artemonites ~ He would 
doubtless have expressed himself in this 
e&;e, as he did in speaking of the doctrine 
of Paul of Samosata, with much more heat 
and acrimony. I must therefore decidedly 
object to the view of Baur j according to 
which, moreover, it would be impossible to 
point out any difference between the doc
trine of Bervllus and that of the Artemo
nites. We mnst next compare what Origen 
says concerning the Monarchians, in his 
Commentnry on the Epistle of Titus, which 
had a striking resemhlanre to the ahove
quoted language of Eu~ebiu8 j but which, 
unhappily, has come down to us only in the 
Latin version of Rufinus: Qui hominem 
dictmt Dominum Jesnm prrerognitum et 
prredestinatum, qui ante adventum cama
lem substantialiter Cl proprie non exstiterit, 
sed qnod homo natus Patris solam in se 
. hahucr!t Deitatem. True, one might snp
pose, smee the others whom he describes in 
the second member of the sentence are the 
Patripassians, (see the passages cited ahove, 
p. 578, note 6,) it would he necessary to 
mfer that we are to conceive here of the 
same class of Monarchians as in the pass&
~8 quot~d above, (p. 576-7, note 4. begin
nmg at lme 12;) but. on the other hand, it is 
to be considered that Origen's expression 
denotes higher views of the di vine elemen t 
in Christ, than we Can attribute to the first 
class of Monarchians, - that Ori"en wonld 
doubtless have expressed him~elf more 
strongly against these, and· that he had al
ready spoken hefore of those who held 
Christ to be a mere man, and therefore would 
not have repeated it. We find in these 
words, then, a confirmation of our views 
And. if it may be presnmed of itself. that 
~erlll supposed no humnn soul in Christ, 
dlstmct from the indwelling of the divine 
nature in him, I see not why we mav not 
be, warranted to place in connection with 
thlS the report of SOC1"8tes, (III. c. 7.) that 
the synod convened against Beryll settled 
!.he .doctrine con~erning a human sonl in 
ChrISt. A. dOCtrine so determined always 



594 DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 

of the Monarchian doctrine which he presented having excitedeon~ 
versy, in the year 244 a synod oonvened for the purpose of sett~ 
the matter in dispute. The great Origen, then residing at Cresa.rea· 
Stratonis, in Palestine, was drawn into this controversy, being the ui08\ 
important advocate of the opposite doctrine of the Logos. He entePeCl 
largely into the dispute with BeryH j and probably by his intellectual 
superiority, argumentative skill, and moderation, succeeded in convin
cing the latter of his error. True, we here follow the account of Euse
bius, one of Origen's enthusiastic friends; and, as we no longer have 
access to the sources of information from which Eusebius drew his ac
count, we are without the means of forming an unbiassed and indepen
dent judgment of our own. Yet we shoul~ give its due weight to the 
fact, that at this period, when as yet th~re was no religion nor church 
of the stale, there existed no earthly power which could force Beryllus 
to recant; - though the authority of an episcopal collegium had great 
- indeed too great - power over the churches. But had it been the 
purpose of the bishops to erush their colleague under the weight of 
their numbers, they needed not to call to their aid the banished and heret
ical presbyter, whose only power was in his knowledge. Nor WaB On;. 
gen a man who would be disposed to overwhelm another by t~e weighG 
of his name or the superiority of his intellect. 

It is the men of the Alexandrian school alone, who furnish us the 
rare example of such theological conferences, which, instead of result,. 
ing in still greater divisions, created a union of feelings. Such was 
the influence of men who were not slaves to the mere letter, and who 
knew how to unite with zeal for truth, the spirit of love and moderation. 

According to Jerome's account,l Beryllus addressed a letter of 
thanks to Origen for the instruction he had received from him. We 
have no reasons for doubting this; yet the account of Jerome is not so 
much to be relied on as that of Eusebius. 

If the midway tendency of Beryllus was thus obliged to yield undet 
the preponderance of the other system, yet we soon notice the appear
ance of a similar attempt, conceived and carried out in a still more sys
tematic form. Sabellius of Ptolemais in Pentapolis, Africa, who pro
ceeded still farther in the path struck out by BerylIus, appears to have 
been the most original and profound thinker among the Monarchians. 
Unhappily we have only a few fragmentary remains of his system, from 
which we must seek to reconstruct the whole, and among which not a 
little still remains doubtful or obscure. Since the tima of Schleiermac~
er's profound dissertation on this subject, the opinion has obtained some 
considerable currency, that Sabellius shows, particularly in one respect, 
an important advance in the further development of the Monarchian 
theory. While, for instance, the earlier Mona.rchian tendencies agreed 

leMo n. to infer its opposite as the means both were united also in his polemical ef

by whi(~h it was distin~t1y bron~ht out. And forts. Thus we mllst reckon Beryll ,,!ith 

since, in the C:lse of Origen, his Lo~os-doc those who held Christ to be a tv 1I'Wr' 

trine was so closely connected with his doc aaVvfienw. Orig. in Mat~h. T. XVI. i 8. 

trine concerning the human soul of Christ. it 1 De vir. iIlustr. c. 1iO. 

becomes so m nch the more probable, that 
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10th the system. or the Logoe-doetrine so far as. this,. that they co~id•. 
ered the name of God the Father to be It de~lgnatl~n of the PrI?lal 
divine eS861lCe, and aU besides this to be somethmg den~ed; Sabel~u8, 
on the other hand, referred all the three names of the Tnad to relatIOns 
wholly coordinate. The names Father, Logos,l and Holy Ghost, would, 

---J:-O' to him be at\er the same manner, designations of three dif

acUUlUlllC " • l' If All
ferent phases under whieh the one dIvine essence revea S ltse . 
the three wo~d belong together, to designate, in a manner exhausting 
the whole truth the relation of God to the world. There would thus 
be the general ~tithe8is between the Absolute, the essence of God in him
self, the ~,which must be regarded as the pure designation of the 
Absolute, of the ov; and the Triad, by which would be denoted the 
different relations of the self-evolving JLov~ to the creation. We have, 
it is true, several sayings of Sabellius, according to which one might 
suppose, that he would have distinguished God the Father, as well as 
the Logos and the Holy Ghost, from the l'0lJa~ in itself; as for instance, 
when he taught that the Monad unfolded became the Triad.2 But, in 
other places, he clearly identified the Father with the l'0lJa~, and con
sidered him as. the fundamental subject, which, when hidden within him
self~ was the pure Monas, (the 011,) and, when revealing himself, unfolded 
his essence to a Triad, as he expressly says: "The Father remains the 
same, but evolves himself in the Son and Spirit." 3 It is this only that 
distinguishes SabelIius from the other Monarchians ; - he received the 
whole Triad, and, along with the rest, the doctrine on the Holy Spirit, 
into his Monarchian theory. 

How the one divine essence comes to be called by different names 
according to the different relations or modes of activity into which it 
enters, he sought to illustrate by various comparisons. What the A pos
tle P~ul says a.bout the relation of the multifarious modes of activity 
and ~ to ~ne ~pirit, who, persisting in his oneness, exhibits himself 
notwithstanding m these manifold forms, - this Sabellius transferred to 
the self-evolution of. the Monad into the Triad.4 That which is, in it

lOr, aeeording to Ba.ur's view, .. Son." 
• 'II fI'1"li! "'M~fiaa )'iYOVf Tpl/lf.

Athanll8. oraL IV. Co Arian. ~ 13. W 6 may 
~peeially advert to the fact, that the ques
tion ~rred even to Athanasius whather 
Sabellius did not distinguish the I"~~ "!'rom 
the !&th~. 'E"~ el pi! q 'kyopiVTf "'Ufl' 
~ I"H'U!: &llo Tt tan "'Uflil TOV 7rtlTf:pa.
-gare El~at fI'1"oon, elm "at ...aTipa Kat vlw 
lUll 1rVW/'G- But 118 Athanasius in this 
place..is only aiming to show Sabelhus, that, 
~ncelve of the matter as he might, he must 
5till lind that he rell into absurdities, we 
?ugh, ~ot to lay too much strtss on this 
Imputallon of consequen~es as helping to 
determine the doctrine really tau<>ht b" the 
man. .. J 

• '0 ...ariJp 6 c{,ror fIIv !art, lrMMe"rm 
cI tI, vlbv kal lrVriJlla. Athanas. orat. IV. 
415. I tfo not see with what propriety it 
ean be nssert~d, that A thanulU8 has not al
loWed Sabellills here to uae hi. own Jan. 

guage, hut imputed to him a mode of ex
pression to which he was a stranger. Even 
when Sabellius designates the Father as 
one of the rrpatTt.nra, it still by no m~ans 
follows, as has been asserted, that he conld 
not ~mploy this name also to designate the 
pov"'[. •T~e same name .which designates 
the loW m It~elf, serves also to distinguish it 
fro~ the different phases of its self-manifes
tat!on and self-rommnrucation. In its re
lation to the other i1rllJoial' under which 
G?d. is conceived, the one which designates 
or1!(mslly God's essence in itself is also the 
name of a particular hrilJola, different from 
th~ othe.rs. ":hen God speaks lIS the tw, 
t~18 too 1S a 1rpoawrrov, in which he presents 
hImself. 

t 'Oarrtp cltat.p£ae~ xaptal"fm.w dat, TO !Ie 
a{,r3 ,1rlJetJfUl. oVTW Kat 6 ...ariJp " auror tim, 
...Aa'nlverct de lIf VIall Kat rrveiJfll'o Athalia 
oral. IV. ~ 25. 
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self, and continues to be, one, presents itself, in its manifestation III 
threefold. He is said to have m~de use also of the following com~. 
son, drawn from the sun. "As III the sun we may distinguish its ~ 
per substance,I its round shape, and its power of communicating warmth 
and light, so may we distinguish in God his proper self-subsistent es
sence, the illuminating power of the Logos, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, in diffusing the warmth and glow of life through the hearts of 
believers." 2 He did not scruple to make use of the church phrase, 
"three persons," (tres personoo, TpLa 'lrpo(f('J1ra;) but he took it in an
other sense, as denoting different parts, or personifications, which the one 
divine essence assumed according to varying circumstances and occa
sions. According as it behooved that God should be represented aet
ing in this or that particular way, so would the same one subject be 
introduced in the sacred scriptures, under different personifications,S as 
Father, Son, or Spirit.4 

According to this theory, the self-development of the divine Essence, 
proceeding forth from the unity of its solitary, absolute being, is the 
ground and pre-supposition of the whole creation. The self-expression 
of the Supreme Being - the ov becoming Logos 5 - is the ground of 

1 The OV, the f'ovE.!;. 
2 Epiphan. ham~s. 62. I leave it unde· 

termined, whether Sabellius made use also 
of the comparison dmwn from the [,-ie/w· 
tomy of man's nature, body, soul, and spirit, 
actually in this form. It scems to me not 
like his uSU'i1 subtle manner. 

8 It is plain from Sabellius' language, that 
he attached no other sense than this to the 
term 'lrpO(fW'lrov. The wOl'd, howcver, has 
sometimes been taken in its signification of 
"countenance," and in this sense applied 
to explain the ideas of Sabe\lius; but I must 
object to this as wholly arbitrary and un
warranted. 

4 'Eva plv ELVa! Tfi' V'lrO<TTa(fe! rilv iieilv, 
'lrpO<1wrro!eicriim at vrril TfJ~ ypa¢fJ~ ota<!>opw~, 
KaTa TO ic5ilAJllU TTl': {J1roK.elf1ivlJ~ tJ([UJTOTE 

xpeLa" Kai vuv f'EV Tar rraTpt~a~ tavn;> rrept
Ttiiivat ~wva~, orav ToimllJ Ka,po~ !l Toil 1I'po. 
ainrov, vvv o~ Tut; Vti;) 1C'pcrrovaat;, vi)v DE TO 
TOU .'lrV'Vf'aTO~ i''lrodve(fiia, 'lrPO(f(J1I'eLov. Basil. 
ep. 214, § 3. TTjv avTTjv vrro(fTa(fI.v 'lrpO( 'NIV 

iKa<TTOTE 'lrapef'rri'lrTOvlJav xpEiav f'ETa(fX"
f1-aTi~E(fiia!. Ep. 235, ~ 6. TOll aVTov iiEOV 
tva 1'0 b'lrOKE<f'iv'll ilvTa, 'lrpig nk fKalJTOTe 
Trapa"''lrTOV(f''~ XP'La, f'eTal'op,!>ovf'evov, vvv 
pkv t!>r 'lrarEpa, vvv di; wr viov, vvv wr Til 
il.ywv 1rVEV/L" clUJ.IJye(f!}"t. Ep 210. 

6 We may here notice the theorvof Dr. 
Baur, who holds that Sabellius dio'not con· 
sider the Logos to constitute onc of the 
'lrpoow1ra of the Triad, but conceived this 
notion as holding an altogether oi/ferent 
relation to the Godhead. The Logos, ac
cording to Baur, would only denote what 
stood opposed to the purc being of deity in 
itself, - the principle which supported and 
maintained this being in the form of an 
actual, concrcte existence. It was first and 

only in this divine being, becom~ an acluJ.
concrete existence, that Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost would constitute three coiirdi· 
nate dcsignat.ions, exhansting the whole 
sphere of this being, and corresponding to 
the three momenta, or periods of the uni: 
verse, in its historical development. Hence, 
again, they would not subsist simultaneous· 
ly, but follow one after the other i so tba~ 
when the n:PO(fW'lrOV of the Son made illl 
appearance in Christ, the 'lrpo(fwrrov of the 
}'ather whit'h belonged to the Old Test.
men t period would disappear; and, in like 
manner, the Holy Spirit would take the 
place of the Son, when the latter disap" 
peared. But I cannot possibly look u~on 
this ingenious combination as one whIch 
correctly represents the theory. It were 
quite contrary to the whole analogy of t~ 
opinions and modes of thinking in this 
period to suppose, that the notion of the 
Logos was conceived as illnepende~t of that 
of tb,e Father, and even prior to It. And 
in the language of Sabellius himsel~ aU 
those expressions relating to a /,,,,v\lv.. a 
'lrpoi3ultltuv of the Logos, refer back, w\th
Ollt any doubt, to the presupposed notIon 
of the Father. Baur appeals, it is. true, !D 
the words of Sabellius already rlted, (In 
note 4,) where a tlta7tiycoiia! is attributed as 
well to the Father, as such, as to the other 
'lrpo(f(J'lra,- is represented as common to all 
the three 'lrpo(fw'lra. But manifestly thla 
otaAiycu{}a! has no reference to the proper 
I.ogos.notion. The author is treating in 
that passage simply of the different pa.rta 
or personifications under which the lame 
divine subject is introduced in the sacred 
BeriptureB, speaking sometimes as the Fa~
er, sometimes as the Son, (which bere m' 
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all existence. Henee, says Sa.ooilliis, " God silent, is ~acti\Te, - but 
speaking is active.l In a. particular manner, he recognIZed the sym
00l of th~ divine Logos in the hUIllaD soul. So ~hilo maintained, that 
to the 411, no oreaturely existence can have any likeness; b:u~, that the 
IIOW waa created after the image of the Logos. The conditIOn, then, 
of the soul's existence was that God broke silence - the lw became 
Logos or that he caused the Logos to proceed from him, - begat the 
Logos'from himself. Hence Sabellius could say, in reference to mankind: 
" To the end tha.t we might be created, the Logos came forth from God, 
(or waa begotten;) and because he came forth from God, we exist." 2 

But when these soWs, by sinning, swerved from their true destina
tion, which is, to represent the image of the divine Logos, it became 
necessary for that archetypal Logos himself to descend into human 
nature, in order that he might perfectly realize the image of God in 
humanity, and redeem the souls which are akin to him. In his views 
relative to the person of Christ, Sabellius coincides with Beryllus. The 
same remarks which we made with respect to the doctrine of the lat
ter, will apply also to that of the former. The Logos is first hyposta
tised in Christ, but then only in a transient form of its manifestation. 
The divine power of the Logos appropriated to itself a human body, 
and by tl1is appropriation begat the person of Christ. We may com
pare this theory of Sabellius with the doctrine taught by a class of 
Jewish theologians, who held that God caused to proceed from himself, 
and then withdrew again, his power of manifestation, the Logos; as 
the SUll does his rays: - that the Angelophanies and Theophanies of 
the .Old ~eBtamen~ are nothing else than different transitory forms of 
manU?Station of this one .power of God.s In like manner, Sabellius 
conceived the Theophany III the appearance of Christ. He made use 
of the ~e 'mage: God caused the power of the Logos to go forth 
from him, as a. ray from the SUD, and then withdrew it again into 
himaelf.i 

Where Sa.bellius expressed himself strictly 5 according to his system, 

deed is not, in the sense of Sabellius, iden· 
t!fled with the lAgos absolutely,) and some
times as the Holy Spirit. The Logos, 

~:f~~~~~6;~~a~ A~~~~~~~c~:d~~: ~~ 
the 8~heme of Sabellius, the trnnsition from 
the ¥onad to th~ Triad begins with the 
1TMriw.a.9tu of the ~v. But the 11'AuroVta.9at 
i! necessarily connerted with the genera
~on of the Logos. !lere, then, a separation 
mto the several 7r(lOolJ11'a mu~t be already 
sUPlX!sed. And if the notion of the Loaos 
was mtendc~ to designate the unive;'sa1
sphere to which all the three 11'poo(,J7ra be.
JO~I!;, there would he an ineongruity in ron. 
~mng .the Lop and the Son lIS correIa. 
Uve IIOlIon8, and in aseribing the incarnation 
10 the Logos in particular. 

I T~ 6ebv OUM7ri:lvTa pW avtVeP}'flTYrP M
~ oft la~tlV. Athanll9. oral. IV. +11. 
__, "Iv« ~fU'f KTftrfJi:JfU'II, 1!'~A19ev 6 A.Ovn",..... iVU.~-: lim 1 ,....

""""l~ a "IU oaf/tv. Athanas 
onto . t 25,- or: Ill' qpdf rtyWvllTcl; 

11'poe{JAr,a1/. L. c. ~ n. The words would 
give another sense, if we preferred to un. 
derstand them as referring to the ICacvn I<Ti. 

I1lr, and to the incarnation of the Logos. 
But ~aking them as they read, and as they 
are :Ited hy Athanasius. the meaning above 
~h~r~::t t~a~~~~.must still be regarded 118 

. 8 Dial. c. Tryph. Juel. f. 358. As the 
lIght i,~sues from and returns back to the 
s~n. ,wrwf (, 11'arijp, OTaV {3oVA1JTal clvvalllv 
aVTOV 11'p011'1/dliv 11'0Iei, leal Qrav {3ofi.1JTal ;;:a.. 
AtV uvacrriA.A.el el$' iavTov. ' 

4 '0' , 
r V11'O 1JAlov 11'ef'q,~eloav ""riva 1«12 

1!'tWV elr TiJv QAtOV avaclpapoiJlrav. Epiphan.
h~T' 62. 

t WIIS somewhat different, when, (per· 
haps by way of accommodation 10 the 
c~urch terminology,) speaking of a genera
~on of t~e Logos,. he may have styled him 

e Soli In a certain figurative and imnrnper sense. ..•• 

http:uvacrriA.A.el
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he applied the name Son of God to the personality derived from the 
hypostatizing of the Logos. The Logos is, in itself, only Logos' ...... 
with its humanization it first becomes the Son of God.1 But while 'this 
was the original doctrine of Sabellius, that the name Son of God was 
not to be applied to the Logos in itself, but only to Christ, yet the ad. 
herents to this system, as appears from the quotations of Athanasius 
had different ways of explaining themselves on this point. Either it 
was said, that not the Logos, but the man into whom the Logos en. 
tered, was the Son of God; 2 or both taken together, that which re
sulted from the union of the human nature with the Logos, was the Son 
of God; 3 or the Logos itself, so far as it was hypostatized in the man. 
ner described, was styled the Son of God. All these three modes or 
expression might doubtless flow out of one system. By reMon of this. 
connection of ideas, it might now be said again, - the Logos is called 
the Son of God, not in respect to essence, but only in reference to a 
certain relation.4 

It may be gathered from the whole coherence of this system, that in 
it the personality of Christ could not be regarded as anything possessed 
of an eternal subsistence, but only as a transitory appearance. The 
ultimate end of all is defined by Sabellius to be this: that the Logos, 
after having conducted the souls created in his image to their perfec
tion, would return back into his original being, into oneness with the 
Father,5 - the Tpia~ would again resolve itself into the llovits.6 Whence 
it necessarily follows, that, when everything has reached this ultimate 
end, God once more withdraws into himself the power of the Logos, 
which had been hypostatized into a self-subsistent, personal existence; 
and, consequently, this personal existence itscIf is annihilated. 

The question, however, might arise, whether it was not the opinion 
of Sabellius, that after Christ had accomplished his work on the earth, 
God did then, with his ascension to heaven, re-absorb this ray which 
had flowed from himself, and by which the personality of Christ was 
constituted. The manner in which Epiphanius represents the doctrine 
might seem to favor this view; namely, that, after the Son had accom
plished all that was necessary for the salvation of mankind, he was 
conveyed up once more to heaven, like a ray of light flowing from the 
the sun, and returning back to it again.7 A comparison of this with 
the above-mentioned doctrine of the Jewish sect respecting the Theo
phanies, where a similar image is employed, would seem to confirm 
this view. And we might suppose a connection of ideas, somewhat 

1 'Ev apx~ /lEV ElVaL ,_oyov "7r"wr· oTe De 
€V1lvrtP,;'7rT/(JC, Ton wvollu(J{}at viol" 7rpil yap 
'f~r E7rt'Pavtiar /l~ elvat vi"l', ,iMu AOYoV 1'0
VOV' Kat w(!1rf-p 0 AU,O{ aup~ lyt}':fTO, ot.,x Dv 
7rponpov (Jup~, &V7Wr " Aoyor Vi"r yiyove. 
OVK WV 7rPOTfPOV vior. Athanas. orat. IV. 
~ 22. 

2 Tov ,,1'19PW7rOV, OV {rpopT/a[v {, MYO~, av
TO~ £lval, rov vl~v Toil t9t:ov - TOV P.02JOyrv1?, 
KaL Il~ I.OYov, viol'. L. c. ~ 20. 

B 7i.vl'llPp.eva all1>cmpa vlor. L. c. § 21. 

4 KaT' hrivotav viol' IJ.yer;{)at TOto Miyov. 
Athanas. omt. IV. ~ 8. 

5 tJ.t' tillar ycyeVV1)TaL, Kal 1ld7' ~pii~ "va
TP~Xfl, Zva y, ,;'a7rep ~V. L. c. § 12. 

L. c. § 25. 
7 llef'rp8ivTa TOV viol' "'liP!;> 1I"0T£, ~rnrep 

a"TIva, Kal I:pyaaullcvol' Ta 7ruvra I:v ~'" K6· 
all'!' TU T~r oi/Covof'iar T~~ d!ayyeM"lI' IUd 
(J(,JTllpiar 7WV a1'19p';';rwv. aVaA1/~{}€vTa ~ 
u{,.g'r d~ ovpavov, w~ tr:ro ~Aiov 1I"fll~{}elt1tr!' 
aKTlva, /Cal ;ruMv fir TOV ~ov UvaOpafJll'i' 
uav. 
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like the following: that, after God had withdrawn a~ain .into hims~lf.the 
rsonif ing power of the Logos,.~e infusion. of hfe mto the dlstmct 

personJti8ll or believers by the divrne power, m the form of the Holy
~irit, was thenceforth to take the place of the fo.rmer. B~t when we 
oonsider that Sabellius, however, seems to descr:be the f.rrlVota of the 
Son of God which the Logos assumed, as something permanent, some
thing which' was to end only when this entire -rMTvapOr, whel'~by the 
Monad had become Triad should cease, after the purpose which the 
whole was to subserve, had been attained ;1 we might rather be inclined 
to think. it was his opinion, that the person of Christ would cease to 
exist only with this ~~ consum~ation. Alth~ugh Epip~anius enter
tained a different opmlOn, yet this IDay have arISen frOID his not under
standing what Sabellius ha~ said respectin~ the ul~mate purpos~ of the 
redemption, exactly according to the latter s meamng.2 Thus It may 
be explained, how Sabellius could join in the anathema pronounced on 
such as believed not in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,S since he con
sidered all the three 7rpOar.nra as continuing until that final consummation. 
But the question may still arise, how Sabellius, if he defined the evolution 
of the Monad to the Triad to be something which preceded the appear
ance of Christianity, could apply this to the Holy Spirit; since, indeed, 
according to his opinion, the communication of the Holy Spirit is but a 
coosequence of the redemption accomplished by the hypostatized 
Logos. But we may perhaps assume that he supposed a certain actua
tion of the Holy Spirit, even in the ante-Christian period, particularly 
under the Old-Testament dispensation; and from this we might per
haps infer some such connection of ideas in his mind as the following: 
that the ante-Christian efficiency of the divine Spirit stood related to 
the efficiency of the same Spirit mediated through the personal appear
an~. ~f the So;n of God, o.r to that which is to be entitled the Holy 
Spmt ~ t?e strieter sense, 1D the same mann~r as the efficiency of the 
Logos, m ltself,i under the Old·Testament dISpensation, stood related 
to the efficiency of the Son of God, under the New-Testament dispen
sation. We may here refer to the remarks made on a former paO'e 6 

concerning those who are said to have distinguished the Holy spirit 
that actuated t~e apostles, fr?m the Spirit of God in the prophets. 
And thus the Triad of Sabellius would possess also a historical signifi

1 Tijr ;weiar 7rM,pw6etf11/'. Athanas. orat. 
IV., 25. 

II After this statement, we may under. 
stand why Dionysius of Alexandria (Euseb. 
1. VIL c. 6) accuBed Sabellins of many 
blasphemies ~inst God the Father, (so 
8'.lC~ an expresSion as the e:rpansi&rl of the 
dIVIne Monad into the Triad mUllt have ap. 
~ared to the Origenists,) of great unbelief 
With !,,!gard to the incarnation of tbe Lo. 
go., (IDasmuch as he looked upou it only in 
the l~g~t of a traUllitory manifestation of 
the dIVIne power,) and of great insensibili
&y .l~~aia) in respect to the Holy
~1fI~ (becallse he deDied his reality and 

iJectlVlty, and had repreaented him .. 

~othing ~o~ than single transitory emana
tions of diVIDe power.) 

8 According to Amobii confiictns cum 
Serapione. :Bib1. patr. Lugd. T. VIII. 

• "In the Old TestaMent," said Sabel
lins, "no mention is made of the Son of 
God,. but onl, of the Log?s," (,u~ eiP1Ja{)fU 
tV 111 "aM'll 7rtP~ vlofJ, IDii 7rEP' MYOV,) 
Athana.q. Drat. IV. ~ 23, which perhaps 
~ou~d lead us to presume also a difference 
10 hiS mode of explaining passages in the 
Old Testament. 

• P. 582, note a, and the passage there 
qll~ted from Oligen's Commentary on tho 
EpIStle to Titus 



600 DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 

caney, having some reference to the succession of events in time. At 
the legal stage, where a separating gulf stands between God and man
kind, God rheals himself as the Father; and along with this is to o lie 
found, in the Old Testament, only the preparatory agency of the Logos 
and the Spirit, until the Logos, in Christ, hypostatizes himself fA> tlae 
Son of God; and, by virtue of this intimate union of God with humao
it~, t~e ~pirit of God now be??mes also. a r~al, individual,. animMing 
prmClple m the human personalitIes of whIch It takes posesslOn.1 

The ultimate end, then, was considered by Sabellius to be the re&to
o ration of the original unity; - that God, as the absolutely one, should 
be all in all- in which sense, probably, he interpreted the words in 
1 Corinth. 15: 28. But in this case, what were his views respectiBg 
the continued duration of the separate creaturely existence? Did he 
suppose, that at length all existence, as it had been begotten from God 
through the mediation of the Logos, would, at the close of this media
tion, return back again to God, and no existence subsist any longer out 
of himself? Since the Christian faith in a personal, eternal life stands 
on the faith in the eternal duration of the personality of Christ, we 
might conclude, that as Sabellius made Christ's personality to be n. 
ing more than a transitory appearance, so he must have conceived it ~ 
be also with regard to all personal existence. And, in general, he WM 
has not found that personal existence, by its very nature, can subsi8t 
no otherwise than for eternity; he who can make up his mind to regard 
any personal existence, and especially the most perfect of all, aB beiag 
merely an ephemeral appearance, will find it a comparatively euy 
thing to conclude the same to be true of all personal existence. Too 
pantheistic element which lies under such a mode of apprehension, 
may easily push him on further. Athanasius 2 understood these COllie

quences, which might result from the system of Sabellius. But as he 
himself, the warm opponent of this system, signalizes this only as one 
of the consequences resulting from it, but by no means charges it upon 
Sabellius as a position actually maintained by him; so we should be the 
less warranted to attribute to him such a pantheistic denial of immorlal· 
ity, which, if it had been suspected, would have been more severely cas
tigated by his Christian contemporaries. At the same time, this first 
shaping of Monarchianism, which was somewhat akin at least to a p&li. 
theistic tendency, remains a noticeable historical phenomenon. 

We need, it is true, no outward ground of explanation to account for 
such a system, sprmging as it did from a mind so speculative as we 
must suppose that of Sabellius to have been. But as there are so many 
points of resemblance in this system to what we find in the Alexandrian· 
Jewish theology, a report of Epiphanius, who supposes Sabellius bor· 
rowed his system from an apocryphal gospel derived from the same 
source with the latter, the tVayyeMov KaT' Alyv1rTLOV,,3 deserves some notice. 

1 See Theodoret. fab. hreret. II. c. 9. !5pop.oiivro, Toii MYOV, OVX' fnrt.pft' ~ Krl'l(. 
~ El Iva &p.Eir IlTLrn7W!'-EV, 1rpoi/Mhv 0 ~6· L. c. ~ 12. 

yo,; /CaL 1rpoEMJovror akou eallEv, oii~ov I'm 8 Exhibition of the gospel history, acc0rd
o.vaxwpovvTOr aurov elf rov 1raripa, OVKeTt ing to tho Egyp&ia.n (tho A1exandnaa) 
iaop.dia. Athanas. orat. IV. § 25. ll.wv. clition. . 
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In this gospel, Christ is said to have c?~munica~ed to his d~sciples, 
88 a doctrine of esoteric wisdom, some slmllar ~otions respectmg the 
rela.tion of the Monad to the Triad: "If.the mul?tude, w~o cannot ele
vate themselves to the intuition of the highest, s~ple unl~y! hold .God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be different dlVlne.b.emgs, 
fky (the disciples) should know that Father, Son,. and Holy Sp~t, are 
but one, but three different forms of the .revelat~on of the dmne. e.s
sence." 1 Moreover, the Sabellian doctrme, akm to the panthel~tic 
element that aU antitheses would finally resolve themselves to unlty, 
seems ~ ha.ve been set forth in this gospel; for. to ~he que.stion of. Sa
lome who asks when his kingdom should come t Chnst replies: 
" when two shall be one and the outer as the inner, and the male with 

, e " the female; when there shall be no male and no lemale. 
Soon after Sabellius, we see Monarchianism revived in an opposite 

form by Paul of 8arrwsata, bishop of Antioch. Except that he re
ceived into his system the Logos-doctnne, after modifying it by that 
system, he had little or nothing peculiar to distinguish him from the 
Artemonites, with whom indeed he was usually compared by the 
ancient writers.2 But it is worth while to notice the contrast which 
these two shapes of Monarchianism, with which the evolution of the 
doctrine of the Trinity in this period terminates, form, when compared 
to each other, both in respect to their peculiar mode of apprehending 
the doctrine concerning Christ, and in respect to the whole intellectual 
bent out of which they grew. While in Sabellianism, the human and 
personal element in Christ was made simply a transitory form of the 
manifestation of the Divine, the theory of Paul of Samosata, on the 
other hand, gave prominence to Christ's human person alone, - and 
the Divine appears only as something which supervenes from without. 
While Sabellianism tended towards a Pantheism which confounded God 
wi~ the world~ we discern in the t~eory of Paul the deistic tendency 
which fixes an lmpassable gulf betwixt God and the creation - which 
adm!ts of no community of essence and of life between God aM hu
maruty. 

1 Eriphan. heres. 62. ConcerninO' this riiv 'fJavraaiav tviJ, il1fOt<fiplvatI /(araM/'fJa. 
gaspe ,: 'Ell aVT~ yUp 'll'OAAa TOtavra ",;" tv ~Et, TIJij fEv w, 01'7°" TO!V 0' a~1I &...oill,
1Nlp4/3vtm,l flVaTTJPU.Jow, fK rr{XlaoJ'll'ov To;, "" av arravyol»!'€v",v aniJ TOVTOV a/(tih.
at.m,P"> QII.percu, ~ aVTOO 01/MVvrO> Tal, Next: ITapeXft ry oparLi(~ rnav04z ror£ pJw
~Tair, TOv aurOv elllCU rraTEpa, TOv ain-ilv l~il>, ron oe TptiJV 'fJavraaiav' tva, pEv .~rall 
tIllCU vlOv, rOv avrilll .lvcu uytOIl 1MIeVt'a. tUcP"" /(a-&ap1Jdaa fJ .pVXQ "dl "" pJw;'" Ta
The passage in Philo, de Abrahllmo f. 367 rr~ n~ ap~-&t'{;w. aAA.a leal riiv yetTUlla.
m~y serYe to explain the sense, where it i~ t'wa0O> avaoa VTrfp{3oaa "TA. There is also 
Bald, ~at the OJ:, from which proceed the a striking resemblance between SabelliWi'
two highest Ovvo!'€/f, the 'll'OL1/TUlq lind the mo~e of expression and that which is pe
Jjna~, appear, according to the different culiar to the Clementines, a work which 
positions at which the sollls that are more proceeded from some Jewish-Christian The
or le88 purified stand, as one or as t~fold, osophist. Clementin. H. 16. c. 12: Ka1'4'
H the soul has risen above the revelation yap/I(raa", ((at O'IIaToA4v fJ f'OVu, Ova, £lvcu
?f ~~ in tbe creation, to the intellectual v0l','ercu.
1D~1~lon. of the tW, then for that lIOul the 

2 BaDr, who attacks me on account of!riDity nses to pnity, - the soul beholds one this assertion, ~ntributes, however, by his light, from which proceed as it were two own representatIOn of the matter considmadom, God's essence, ~nd those' two ered apart from his parenthetical ~markll,modes 01 operation, merely shadows which to confirm the same view. r.u ofF from hill transcendent ligh~ TpI-
VOL. I. 51 
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The Logos - according to Paul of Samosata - is in relation to (}Qd 
nothing other than reason in relation to man,! - the Spirit in relation to 
God, nothing other than the spirit in relation to men. As he contro
verted the doctrine of a personal Logos, so too he declarett himself op
posed to the theory of an incarnation of the Logos, of an indwelling of 
its essence in human nature. He would only concede, that the divine 
reason or wisdom dwelt aud operated in Christ after a higher maIUler 
than in anyone e18e.2 To his mode of developing himself, as man 
under the divine influence,3 is to be attributed the fact that he outshon~ 
in wisdom all other mcssengers of God that preceded him. For this 
reason - becanse he was, in a sense in which no other prophet before 
him had been, an organ of the divine wisdom that revealed itself 
through him - he is to be styled the Son of God. ~'his Paul is said 
to have employed the expression" Jesus Christ, who comes from here 
below," ('IlI<1oii~ XpUITO!: KUTW&CV,) in order to indicate that the Logo8 did 
not enter into a human body, hut Christ, as man, was deemed worthy 
of being exalted to this peculiar union with God by means of such 
an illumination from the divine reason.4 And hence, indeed, Paul 
affirmed that the divine Logos came down and imparted his influence to 
Christ, and then rose again to the Father.5 Although, by this theory, 
Christ was regarded as a mere man, yet Paul, adopting the scriptural 
and church phraseology, seems to have called him God in some im· 
proper sense, not exactly defined. In this case, however, he explained, 
that Christ was not God by his nature, but became so by progressive 
development.6 If his language was strictly consistent with his system, 
he certainly referred the name Son of God to Christ alone,-to the 
man specially distinguished by God after the manner above described; 
and hence he ever made it a prominent point, that Christ, as such, did 
not exist before his nativity; that when a being with God before all 

I 'O<1rrep tv awp{m:ov Kapoi(Z /) towr AOyOr. 
Epipbanius, hreres. 67. 

2 'Evo'/(~<1a, /;v avrt;> rijv <1orptav, iJ~ tv 
ovarv, UAM,J. He taugbt Db lJ1JyyeyevTjcr&a, 
T~ tiwpwrrtvr,> rr,v <1o.piav oV<1WOW~, aAAa 
Karu rrowr1jra. Paul's words, as cited in 
Leontius Byzantin. c. Nest. et Eutychen j 
wbich work, till lately, bad been kuown only 
iu the Latin translation; but tbe fragment 
of Paul, in the original Greek, has been pub
lished from the manuscript in the Bodleian 
library at Oxford, in Erlich's Dissertation: 
de erroribus Pauli Samosat. Lips. 1745, 
p.23. 

8 I must agree with Baur on tbis point, 
viz. that tbere is no satisfactory evidence for 
Bupposing that this Paul denied tbe super
natural birtb of Christ. 

4 See the synodRI lettcr in Euseb. I. VII. 
c.30. 

6 'EA.'9wv 0 Aayor lvi}pYll<1t Kat !Lavov Kat 
civ~A.'ge 7f'pbr TOV 7f'aTipa, in EpiphRnius. 

6 So Athanasius (de Synod is, c. 4) repre
sents the noetrine of the Samosatians con· 
cerning Christ: 'Yl1TepOV avrbv !LETa 'r1)V 
tvav.'9po,7f''I/<1LV ftc 7f'pOKorrTjr; re&to7ro,Tjcr&a, 

ai>TOv. These words might, indeed, be un· 
derstood to mean, that Christ first raised 
himself to the divine dignity through the 
moral perfection which he had attained by 
his own human efforts. But if this were 
his opinion, he would doubt,less have sa!d, 
as the Socinians afterwards did, that Christ 
raised himself hy what he had accomp,lis~· 
cd in his life on earth, to such divine dlgm· 
ty, in virtue of his glorification. But, in a!1 
the other citations from him, we find no eVi' 
dence of such II separation made by Paul 
between that which Christ was originally, 
lind that which he became hv his own ef· 
forts and his own doings. In 'the system of 
Sabellius, wbat Christ was over and above 
all other men, is, in fact, trllced to the v~ry 
circumstance, that he stood from the begl~
nino- under the special influence of the dl' 
vin~ reason or wisdom. The 7rPOKOm, fo~.• 
here simply the antithesis to the KaTa 'Y.
(JLV  to the uv",.'9ev answers the K{lTI,)~f1J
and so, accommodating himself to the 
church phraseology, he is reported to have 
said: e£o~ CK rn~ 7f'ap.'9ivov, .'9wr tIC Na(1Jo 
p~ o<P>geir;. Athanas. Co Apollinar.l. II. ~ 3. 
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time is ascribed to him this is to be understood as relating only to an 
ideal existence in the divine reason, in the divine predetermination'! 
Henee, when his opponents, judging rathe~ from the co~ection of ideas 
in. their own mind than in his, accused him of supposmg two Sons of 
God he could confidently affirm, on the contrary, that he knew of but 
one'Son of God}1 It may be, however, that, where it was for his 
interest to accommodate himself to the terminology of the church, he 
too spoke of a. generation of the Logos in his own sense, unders~ding 
by this nothing else than the procession of the Logos to a certaro outr 
ward .a.ctivity,- the beginning of its creative agency,- what was usu
ally designated by the phrase Mf'or 1rpoPOPucOr.

3 

Of this man's character, the bishops and clergy, who composed the 
synod that condemned his doctrines, give a very unfavorable account.· 
They describe him as haughty, vain-glorious, aud self-seeking - a man 
tha.t eagerly entered into the cares and business of the world. It is 
true, the accusations of polemical opp.onents, especially opponents 
so passionate as these were, are seldom entitled to much confidence; 
but the charges in the present case contain so much of a specific char
acter, that we can hardly suppose them to have been wholly without 
founda.tion; and unhappily this picture accords but too well with what 
we otherwise learn respecting the bishops of the large towns, like Anti
och, the great capital of Roman Asia in the East.s These districts 
were. the~ comprised under ~he empire of Zenobia,6 Queen of Palmyra, 
wh~ IS s3J.d to have been frIendly to J udaism.7 Paul is accused of 
ha~ sought to present the doctrine concerning Christ in a dress 
which wo~ld be. more ac~eptable to the Jewish mode of thinking, ex
pressly With a VIew to gam favor with this princess. But there is no 

1 In the synodal letter to Paul of Sarno
sat&, p:oblisbed by Turrian, cited in Mansi, 
(Concil. I. f. 1034,) the only credible docu
me.nt among those made known by him re
laun.g .w these tr;tnsactions, this opposite 
th~81l1 IS set up, VIZ. ,that the Son of God 
eX!B!ed 1Cf!O al",,,<.>V ov ;rfXJyv{.,att aU' ovO'il' 
/Cat _rlaCl: from thiS we may infer, then, 
that. Paul taught ,the c~ntrary: To" vliiV IOU 
~~ oiJ! b1rOaTUl1Cl, UMa 1rpoyv{.,ar< KTA. 

~lllch 18 confirmed also by the representa
u,?n of Alhanasiu8, who savs of Paul's doc
trine ~neernin~ Christ: Ailyov wCP'Yov If 
oiJpavotJ ~al t1~I411, tv abTf/ o/MMyci, Tiii P£v 
rrpoopu11"1' "lrp6 al<.>V(,)JI Ma, rV <1£ tnrapfcl 
~t~ Uvad£l~ivTa. c. Apollinar. I. 

: ~.~o briltTa~IlL vloV,. Leont. Byzant. 
:r'l!1S IS made probable by the opposite 

th~'18,m the before-c!ted synodal letter : Au};;;1!:J:: 0 1ra1'fJ1' 'll'UVTIl "lrerroi1//(w oiJi ~ 
_1',_00, oixr .:.r &: t1rurri,p~r Iwv~crraTOV 

'YevM7t1'IlVTYlf p£v TOV "trIlTpOr rOv vLOv ~ ,il
aav biWetllV /Cal MmlaraTOJI From this 
Ii may' be infery'ed that Panl b~ spoken of 
• t1Ofi.a.. brLaTf/P1/ MmJcrrllTYlf, IIIId by the -:t:;'ag of the A.6yor understood nothing 

&han an bitpytia cWV1rocrraTOr of God 
_!he Creator. From this,however.i~ does 

not certainly follow that he himself made 
use of the expression yi1iv1/a/!. 

~ Euseb. \. VII. c. 30. 
6 See what Origen says in Matth. f.420, 

ed. Huet., or Vol. IV. T. XVI. ~ 8, p. 24, 
ed. Lomm.: "We, who either do not under
stand what the teaching of Jesus here 
~eaJ1S, or who despise these express admo
Ultions. of our Saviour himself, we proceed 
60 far m the affectation of pomp and state 
as to outdo e,'cn bad rulers among the pa: 
gans j a~d, like the emperors, surround our
selves With a guard, that we may be feared 
and made difficult of approach especially 
by the poor. And in many of o~r so-called 
churches, particularly ih the larger towns 
may be found presiding officers of th~ 
church of God, who would refuse to own 
ev~n the best among the disciples of J esos, 
while ~n earth, as their equals." M1jdepiav 
l~oM'Ytav_t1rLTpE1rOVrar lui}' OTt /Cat roir /CIM
Ai~OI! T(,)JI 'I1]aoV pa~Ti;w clvat "trp"'" ab-
TOt'£". ' v~ 

6 Married to the Roman commander 
Odenlltus, who had made himself indepen~ 
dent of the Roman empire. 

~ 'Iovooia fJy Z1/v6{3ta, /Ca~ IIavMv "trpoEf1TlT 
1"OV Itl/lOaare"". Athanas. hist. .Arlanor 
ad MODfU'hao.. , 7\. • 
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evidence that this charge was well founded; the facta of the case J&. 
quire no such explanation; and the constancy with which Paul adhered 
to his convictions, even after the political circumstances were changed., 
Buffices to vindicate him from this imputation. It were more reuo~ 
hIe to suppose, that his intercourse with Jews about the person of the 
queen, with whom Paul, being a man of the court, stood in high c0n

sideration, may have had some influence in giving this turn to his 
doctrinal opinions; - though we are under no necessity of supposing evan 
this. It may have been, too, that his peculiar doctrinal opinions con
tributed to procure for him the favor of the queen. The connection 
once formed with this powerful patroness, he made use of it to gail! 
influence and consideration in secular affairs, and to surround himself with 
state. In direct contrariety to the ecclesiastical rules which had already 
been publicly expressed, at least in the Western church, (see above,) 
he held a civil office not quite compatible with the vocation of a bishop} 
At Antioch, the profane custom seems already to have passed over 
from the theatre and rhetorical schools to the church - a practice 
which put church teachers on the same level with actors and declaimerB 
- that of applauding popular preachers, by the waving of handker
chiefs, exclamations of applause, and the clapping of hands. The vain· 
minded Paul was delighted with all this; but the bishops, his accusers, 
seem well aware, that it was contrary to the dignity and order becom· 
ing the house of God. The church hymns which had been in public 
use ever since the second century, he banished as an innovation; prob
ably on the same principle which at a later period was advanced also 
by others, that in the church nothing ought to be sung but pieces taken 
directly from the holy scriptures. Probably, therefore, he ordered 
that, in place of those church hymns, Psalms only should be used. 
There is no good reason for the conjecture, that Paul did this merely 
out of flattery to his Jewish patroness, Zenobia. It is more probable, 
that, knowing what a deep impression the sentiments contained in those 
church hymns made on the minds of the hearers, he was hoping to 
banish, with those ancient songs of praise to Christ, the sentiments they 
contained from the hearts of men. When we are told, that the man 
who so carefully weighed every expression which was applied to Christ, 
delighted in the incense of extravagant flattery heaped on himself, un
der the form of odes and declamations in holy places; - and in being 
called, in the swollen, rhetorical language of the times, an angel come 
down from heaven, we are not indeed to give implicit faith to such 
stories from the mouths of heated opponents; nor yet have we any 
good reason whatever to reject them as wholly false. 

It seems to have been the design of Paul of Samosata to introduce 
his peculiar views of Christ into the minds of his flock by degrees. To 
this purpose served the change which he introduced with regard to the 

1 The office of Ducenariua procurator, (not he was already in possession of this omos 
to be confounded with the Ducenarius ju- when elected bishop; in this case tbe blah· 
dex,) so called because the pay amounted ops would accuse themselves f?r t:oleratiDg 
to 200 Bcstcrtia. See Sueton. Claudius, such an infraction of the ecc1csluucallaWll. 
c. 24; Cyprian. ep. 68. It is possible that 
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use of church hymns; and he contrived, ~ we have a.een ~ pa~ticular 
cases, to explain the church tenninology m. CO~OrDllty WIth hIS own 
views. Hence it might be difficult to CO~Vlct hIm of erroneous doc
trine; and it was not till after many preVIOUS unsucc~asful attem~ts, 
that the bishops finally succeeded at a synod convened m 269, to brmg 
him chiefly by means of the pr~sbyter Malchian, an expert dialec~i
ci~ to an open avowal of his opinions.l He was deposed, and hIS 
offic~ conferred on another; but as he still had· a party in his favor, 
and was moreover patronized by Zenobia, it was i~possible to carry the 
matter through, until the year 272, when Zenobm was conquere~ .by 
the Emperor Aurelian. The latter referred the matter to the deCISIon 
of the Roman bishop.2 ... 

But while in the Eastern church, the struggle WIth thIS Monarchlan 
tendency, whlch gave an undue prominence to the unity in the Triad, 
had an influence in causing the distinctions and gradations in it to be 
more precisely marked, and the subordination system, which had been 
reduced by Origen into a settled form, to be more decidedly pronounced, 
a, quite ditTerent relation was gradually working itself into shape in the 
Western church, which we will now more closely consider. 

How differently the same Christian truth may shape itself to the ap
prehension of minds which have been differently trained, is seen by 
comparing Origen with Tertullian. To Tertullian, accustomed and 
familiarized to material notions of the divine essence, the same difficul
ties would not present themselves here, as revolted the philosophical 
mind of Origen. He could quite clearly conceive, by the aid of his 
material notions of emanation, how the Godhead might cause to pro
ceed from its own essence a being possessed of the same substance, 
only in an inferior degree, and standing in the same relation to the 
fonner as a ray of light to the sun. He asserted, therefore the doc
trine of one divine Essence, shared in a certain gradation by three per
sons, most intimately connected.s 

. ~e Son, so far as it concerns the diyine essence, is not numerically 
distinct from th~ Fa~her; the 8~e essence of God being also in the 
Son; but he .d~ffers m degree, bemg a smaller portion of the common 
mass of the dIVIDe essence.4 Thus the prevailing view in the Western 
church came to be this: one divine essence in the Father and Son' 
but, at the same time, a subordination in the relation of the Son ~ 
the Father. ~ere w~re conflicting elements. The process of develop
me!lt must decI~e whIch ot: the two should gain the preponderance.
T~, t~en, constituted the difference between the two churches: _ that 
:while, m :he E.astern church, the prominence given to the distinctions 
~ the Triad dId not leave room for the consciousness of the unit ; 
m the Western church, on the other hand, the unity of essence, o!ce 

1 From Ensebills' expressions, although 
2 See vol. r. p. 142.

Theodoretus, to whom perhaps they ap. 
• Una substantia in tribus cohrerentibua. peared o!fensive, explained them otherwise 
4 Deus de deo, modulo alter, 'non name-we .must mfer, t~at this ecc1esiastil', too, ex~ roo Adv. Praxeam. .lftlsed a profeh810n not wholly befitting hi. 

epiritw calling, that of a rhtiorician. 
51· 
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decidedly expressed, caused the sub!>rdination-element to retire more 
into the back-ground. 

Thus, from a difference in the process of the development of doe
trine in the two churches, an opposition of views naturally arose on 
this subject; as we see in the case of the above-mentioned council at 
Antioch, in 269, which, in the heat of the polemical opposition to Mon
archianism, was moved to condemn the expression "OPOOV<1WV," answer
ing to the doctrinal formula of the West "una substantia,." 1 And 
we see, again, in another noticeable appearance, a premonitory sym~ 
tom of those doctrinal controversies which, in the fourth century,
sprung out of the opposition thus prepared between the two churches.1 

The doctrine of Sabellius, and his mode of interpreting the church 
terminology so as to accord with his own system, having found their 
way among the bishops of that district, Dionysius, the bishop of Alex
andria, felt it incumbent on him, since the whole of that church diocese 
fell under his supervision, to issue a pastoral letter against these spread. 
ing tenets.3 The opposition into which he was thus brought with the 
Sabellian denial of the hypostases, led him to express the distinction 
of hypostases, and hence too the doctrine of subordination, in a more 
stiff and decided manner than he would otherwise have done. He 
made use of several expressions which Arianism could afterwards fall 
back upon. He made it a prominent point, that the Son of God had 
his existence by the will of the Father; he styled the Son, in relation 
to the latter, a 'Il'oi'fJ(la, and employed many singular comparisons, with a 
view to mark his subordinate relation to the Father. He is reporlied 
to have made use of expressions, for the purpose of affirming with em
phasis that the Son received his existence from the Father, which after
wards became favorite mottos of Arianism; as, for example, that he 
did not exist before he was begotten; there was a moment when he 
did not as yet exist.4 He also declared himself opposed to the 
Homoousion. 

Certain individuals, to whom these expressions of Dionysius appeared 
a. disparagement of the divine dignity of Christ, laid their complaints 
before Dionysius, bishop of Rome; and the latter was thus led to com
pose a work,s wherein he opposed to the different tendencies of the 

1 See e. g. Athanas. de Synod. § 43; Hi- nor, of which fragments have been preserv
lar. de Synod. § 86. . ed in Athanasius' work on the doctrines of 

2 A.s thi,; admits of heing so natumlly Dionysius. 
explamcd from the system of doctrines held 4 Athanlls. de sententia Dionysii, ; 14. 
in the Alexandrian school, and moreover For the purpose of strongly emphasiz~ng 
the reasons urged by the council a<rainst the OVK ad ~v, he is reJ;'?rted to have sa,~: 
this church expression answer peacctly 01", ~v 'Il'piv Y£vvq-&i,i, UM.' ~v 'iraTe oTe OV& 

to this svstem. the acconnt is for these rea f,v. neing a disciple of Origen, he may 
sons, if ihcre were no other, rende"ed proh. hnve expressed himself in the latter way; 
able. The Arians, from whom we receive perhaps to mllrk a beginning of existenc~, 
the a<'connt, are, it is true, on this point, hut no beginning in time. But, in truth, II 
suspicious witnesses; but the fa.rt. that their is impossible, since Dionysius' 'York ~8S nol 
warm opponent" Athllnnsius, Hi\arius of heen preserved entire, to determme, with any 
Poi tiers, and nasilius of C,csarca, quote degree of certainty, what his language real· 
the same accollnt. from thei,' mouth, yet ly was, so as to distinguish what he .actually 
without rontradi{'ting it, may be considered did s"y, from the conclusions Which men 
as a confirmation of its truth. thought proper to draw from what he said. 

8 The letter to Ammonius and Euphra. 6 'AvaTpom" fragmeDts of which work 
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Eastern church, that system of the unity of essence 'Yhich had become 
a.lrcady matured in the Western church, and fro~ whICh every ~race of 
subordination had been nearly obliterated.1 Besldes the Sabelhans, he 
attacks two other tendencies. He says he had heard that many among 
their teachers 2 had fallen into an error directly opposed to that. of .Sa
bellianism, viz. Tritheism ;3 that they had separated the holy umty mto 
three hvpostases, totally alien and totally separated fr?m one an~th.er. 
Yet w; can hardly reconcile it with the general shapmg of ChrIstian 
thought and speculation among th~ Orientals, to suppose that those 
teachers did really hold to the eXlStence of three essences, equally 
without beginning, and standing in no relation of dependence on each 
other. The Roman bishop here assur~dly followed the reports ~f 
others, who so interpreted the explanatIons of those ~e~che:->. It IS 
probable that, in marki?g b~oadly and. st:ongly the dIstmctIOn of the 
hypostases in the COnflIct WIth Sabclhamsm, they may only have so 
expressed themselves as to furnish some color for those complaints. 
The third of these erroneous views, censured by the Roman Dionysius, 
was precisely that one, according to which the Son of God was re
garded as a creature, and a beginning assigned to his existence ;-the 
error which some were bent on finding in Dionysius of Alexandria. 
Now, had the latter clung pertinaciously to the difference which did 
really exist on this doctrine between himself and the Roman Dionysius, 
had he given still greater distinctness and prominence to the differences 
between his own and the Roman form of doctrine, and set himself to 
defending these points, the signal would have been given for a con
troversy, which might have terminated in a separation of the two 
churches. 

But Di~nysius demeaned himself according to the spirit, so superior 
to dogmatl.c narrowness, which had descended to him from his great 
master Origen. The common ground-work of the Christian faith stood 
at a higher value with him than subordinate differences of opinion'· ,he ,,!as more.anXlOUS to pre~e:v~ aliv~ the consciousness of unity, than 
~ ~ve promlllence to the dl.VIdlllg pOlllts of opposition. Without man. 
it:esting any resentment to hIS accusers, who had resorted to a foreign 
bIShop, and one so eag~r to obt~de himself as a judge in the concerns 
of other churches; Without bemg rumed even by that bishop him. 
self, who seems to have assumed the tone rather of a judge than of a 
eolle~gue,.he endeav?re.d, with calmne~s and prudence, and without 
de!l~ng hlS own. convlCtlOns, so to explam the offensive propositions, by 
pomtmg out .their connection with his whole system, as to remove all 
scruples agamst them, even from those who adopted the principles of 

have been preserved in Athanasins' book 'II'~(Ta aVUYK'!. Athanas. de decretis synodion}the docr:ees of the Council of Nice. Nlcenre, 926.
. We SitU perceive, however, some re

2 Ris words are, I. c.: nmuf.ULt flvaLm8.Ins of the old system of subordination, tt,!,Ur t';'v '/rap' -bpill lCar1iXOVVT...V Kat Otoaa.when t~e Fat~er, u.s the UpX~, the God of IcaVT~V TOV fJdov ?oyov TaVT1Jr V'/J1iY1/TUr Tiirth~ Ul)lvCrs~, IS ~tvled absolutely the AI. ~pOV1JaEWr.

ml!r.hty. T'!v rptUJ" Elr iva, ",curep fir ICO


,8 Ol ~arrl dt{zflErpov UVTiKfLIITaL rji Ia{Ju.flV#v ;Llla, rOv fJrov r';'" ~?/JV rill! 1I'allTOKpaMOO YVI.Jfl1J.ropa Aiy..., (11)YKf~aM.wVaiJlll KtU I1VVUYfaiJlll 

http:eolle~gue,.he
http:an~th.er
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the Roman church. He expounded, in the manner of Origen the 
notion of the eternal generation of the Logos. He WaB even willing 
to tolerate the term 0fLOOVC1WV, 80 far as it was employed to denote si.. 
ply the relationship of essence between the Son of God and the Father: 
and to distinguish him from all created beings; though he had it ~ 
object, that it was a term not hitherto sanctioned by ecclesiaBtical use, 
and nowhere to be found in the holy scriptures, - an objection of little 
weight, we must allow, against a dogmatic expression, since the changea 
arising from the progressive development of the dogmatic spirit gener. 
ally, and from the new errors which strike into it, may make it absolutely 
necessary to resort to new expressions; and since all that is really im
portant here, is to see that the notion which the dogmatic term should 
express, is clearly deducible from the scripture doctrine. By this self. 
denying moderation of Dionysius, the dispute was brought to an end, 
and a schism avoided which might have rent the bonoo of Christian 
fellowship'! It is true, this practical union had no power of enduring 
influence. The oppositions which had once made their appearance in 
the process of doctrinal development, must continually assert over again 
their rights within the sphere of thought, and strive on towards their 
reconciliation in a higher unity. 

In the doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit, the want of correspon
dence between what 'Was eontained in the Christian consciousness 
and its notional expression, clearly manifested itself. In the first youth
ful age of the church, when the power of the Holy Spirit made itself to 
be so mightily felt in the life, as a new creative, transforming principle, 
it was still very far from being the case, that the cOllsciousness of this 
Spirit, as one identical with the essence of God, had been thoroughly 
apprehended and presented in conceptions of the understanding. 

If we except the Monarchians and Lactantius,2 men were agreed in 
conceiving of the Holy Spirit as a personal being. The conception of 
his reality and objective essentiality coincided in the Christian thought 
with the conception of his personal, self-subsistent existence. But the 
logical consistency of their system of subordination in the Log~oo
trine, compelled the church fathers to conceive of the IIoly Spmt as 
subordinate to the Father and the Son; the first of the beings pro
duced by the ji'ather through the Son; - and we shall perceive t~e 
after-influence of this tendency of thought in the Eastern church, till 
late into the fourth century. When, on the one hand, men felt them· 
selves constrained, by the demands of the Christian consciousness and 
of the holy scriptures, to recognize in the Holy Spirit something be
yond a creaturely existence, to bring him into nearer relation ~ the 
Son of God, and assign him a place in the Triad; and were dnve~, 
on the other hand, by the logical consistency of the theory of subordi
nation, to represent him as the first being created by the Logos, through 

1 See the fragments of the second letter Father and of the Son, eum vel ad Patrem 
to thc bishop Dionysius, under the title: refcrri vel ad Filinm; et sl1nctificationem 
'EA.eYXor Kat u1roAoyia, in Athanasius de utriusque p~rsonre sub ejus nomine demon· 
sententia Dionysii. strari. Vid. Hiel'onym. ep. 41. ad Pamach. 

2 Who is supposed to have explained the et Oceanum. 
Holy Spirit as the sanctifying energy of the 



___ 

6t9DlI H6I.Y SPmI'l'. 

whom God oalled aJl things inm existence; - t:be th?ught, p~ee?IDg 
on such ditl'erent assumptions, mllSt entangle Itself ill contradictions, 
which would give an impulse to still further efforts to place the doc
trine in its right shape. ~us, in Justin Mart~r particularly, we may 
observe a. wavering of this sort, between the Idea of the Holy Ghost, 
as one of the members of the Triad, and a spirit standing in some .rela
tionship with the angels. l Also, in Orige~,:ve o?serve the. tw~ ele
ments coming together,-the sound Ghnstwn Vlew, producmg Itself 
out of the immediate contents of the Christian consciousness, and the 
speculative view, standing in no sort of relation to it. On the one 
band, he considers the Holy Spirit as the substance of all the gracious 
gift8 proceeding from God, communicated through Christ,2 the 80urce 
of sanctification to believers; and then he describes him, nQtwithstand
ing, 88 only the first-begotten of the Father through the Son, to whom 

1 The reasons which have been presented 
by Catholic and Protestant theologians 
against my exposition of Justin's expres
sions respecting the Holy Spirit, cannot pre
vail on me to abandon it. See the literature 
on this dispute in a monography on Justin, 
remarkablv full and thorough, written by 
Semisch, iI. p. :31 S. If it has been at
tempted to show, that Justin's notions of 
the essence of the angels and of creatures 
generally were irreconcilable with that 
view, yet this objection is set aside by our 
remarks in the text. Self.contradictory 
momenta ought not to be considered as 
anything 8trange, when found at tbis stage 
of the development of doctrine j but unless 
we return back to old doctrinal prejudices, 
and overlook once more the essential char· 
acter of the process of historical develop
ment, - the besetting sin of a certain narrow 
and narrowing church tendency, of which 
however, I cannot accuse many of my op
ponents, - they must appear rather as a 
matter of course. On the same grounds I 
must protest against that which the H~1T 
Dia~nu8 Semisch brings as evidence 
&gaInst the troth of my own view of the 
mat~r, where he says: "No reprpsentation 
ce"!-Rtnly cllL8~~, so much as this, with the 
scn&tural polltlOn and the common feeling 
of e anCient church." But as it com' ems 
the ~riptqral position, we have nothin!! to 
do with that question bere. The included 
contents of the divine Word must, in its 
process of development for the human 
~OtIght, IlO thro~~h manifold intermediate :ms. The posItion taken by Justin can
8~ltutes one amonl\' these historically con
ditioned intermediate forms. And as It 
d~1a the common Christian feeling we 
• 0, 10 trllt~, recognize 8uch a eommon feel
109, by wblch the (,hurch in all agel! is knit 
~; but ~is common feeling did not 
. at once 111 corresponding expression &the forma evolved by the undenJtanding. 

the two passagee from JUBtin, which we 
are concerned with, one is where Justin, in 

confronting the char~e of ";1}£6T7J~. enumer-, 
ates the objects of religious worship among 
the Cbristians j Apol. II. f. 56: 'EKeivov Te 
KaL TOv 'Trap' a';Tov vlilv l7t~6vTa KaL rltou~avTU 
iJl'ii~ Tavm KaL TOV TiJv U,~V "COI'EVWV Kol 
hopowvpivwv Iqa~CJv ayyi7twv t1TpaTilv, 
'Trveiiph Te TO 'TrPOl/J1JTlKilv (!e{36I'e~a KaL 'TrPO~-
1WVOVI'f:V. Now Semisch affirms, that it is 
contrary to the laws of langua~e and of 
logic to refer the word clM<.Jv to that which 
follows after. But thc simple question i~, 
whether, in a writer like Justin, such fln 
instance of negligence in style may not be 
supposed. If, with Scmisch, we take the 
passage in this way, - that Justin, under 
the term clM<.Jv, had in mind Christ and 
understood the word ayyek at one an'd the 
same time in the more general sense (of a 
messenger of God) and the more limited 
one (of angel) - it still remains ccrtain Iv 
a very harsh construction, not admissible 
in the case of any other writer For the 
rest, in whatever way the word u~Mv might 
be ~x.plained,-a circumstance hy no means 
deCISIve as to the whole mean in.,. of the 
passage, - it still ever remains th; easiest 
and best ,~ay, to areonnt for what we find 
here as.~.oclated together, by referring to the 
('.onncctton which existed between the III). 

lions. of the Holy Spirit and of the angels. 
~ut In no case can I con('ede to Hr. Scm. 
Isch, that b~ the angel of God, the might 
sent by ChrISt for our assiiltan('c, (Dial. c. 
Tryph. f. 344,) ,Tustin ('oold haye under
stood anything else than the Holv Spirit. 
The reference to the passflge in the 3d Of 

~cpaliah has nothing to dowith the que;. 
!Ion here; but if it had, it would he mther 

ro:re

m. f~.or of, thnn against, the necessity of 
thiS In~erpretation. 1f we pav any regard 
to JUBu.n'~ peculiar style of dCl<'trinal Ian
g~ge, It IS quite impossible to understand 
thIS term !IS referring merely to the moral 

r bestowed by Christ. 
00"I'M] 'riJv xaptay.fmw, lvepyovpm, a" 
~& EOV, &tucovooptVf/ {l7r~ Toil XPI.(1TIW. In 
"-II. T_ll. § 6. 
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not only being, but also wisdom and holiness, is first communicated by 
the Son; dependent on him in all these relations. l 

It is besides worthy of notice, that, in the dispute with the Monarchi.
ans, the doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit was not t.ouched upon at 
all- a proof how little men had busied themselves as yet with the 
more accurate determination of this doctrine -:- how very far it retired 
into the background, compared with the significance attached to the 
Logos.doctrine. It altogether befitt,ed the peculiar bent of the Patti. 
passianists to refer everything to the undivided God, the Father in 
Christ; and to consider the Holy Spirit simply 'as his agency or influ. 
ence. But when the doctrine of the Holy Spirit assumed the impor. 
tant place which it did in the perfected Montanistic system, the pro
ceedings e~tered into with the adherents of this scheme' would lead to 
more accurate investigations of this doctrine; as indeed we know that 
Clement of Alexandria, in whose writings preserved to us no specula
tive determination of this point is to be found, was intending, in his 
work on prophecy, (Wept 1rpo~1)TCia~,) which had reference to the dis
pute with the Montanists, to enter into a fuller development of the doc
trine concerning the Holy Spirit.2 Accordingly Sabellius was the first 
who received into his Monarchian scheme the notion also of the Holy 
Spirit. In this dogma, too, we see the element of the subordination 
theory more and more overcome, by the matured conception of the one 
substance in the Western church. This is particularly discernible in 
the letter of Dionysius, bishop of Rome, to Dionysius, bishop of Alex· 
andria, (see above.3) 

From the doctrine concerning God, (theology in the stricter sense 
of the word,) we pass to the doctrine concerning human nature, (An. 
thropology,) - the two doctrines being, in their peculiar Christian 
acceptation, most intimately connected; both deriving their peculiar 
Christian significancy from thcir particular relation to the doctrine of 
redemption - the central point of Christianity. From the doctrine of 
God's holiness proceeded a conception of sin, entirely different fro~ 
that presented in the mode of thinking of the ancient world; and this 
of itself had the greatest influence on Anthropology. 

Again, the redemption in which entire humanity is destined to par
ticipate, prcgupposes, on the one hand, the need of 8uch a provision ex
isting in all men - the feeling of their own moral insufficiency, of the 
inner schism, the sin and guilt which separate them from God; and! on 
the other hand, the consciousness of a recipiency for the redempti?n, 
as a quality possessed by human nature in general, by virtue of which 
the redemption may find a point of union in the soul's act of free selt 
determination. Both are intimately connected; for it is out of the 

1 Ou xfl1J(etv lotKe Til aytov 1I"VOJp.a, ,1taKrJ. 
VoiivTO~ aUTov Tij v1roaTtum, au f.tovov Ei~ Til 
,lvat, aM .. "al ao1'ilv elvat "aL MY'''OV Kat 
tliKawv "a~ miv OT<1rOToVV xpi) aVTil voeiv 
roYXUVEtV KaT" f.ttToxi)v TWv 7rPOt'P"lf.tf.'IIOJv 
x.p!aToiJol1rLVOLWV. L. c. 

2 The Holy Spirit, as something above 
nature, supervening to the original faculties 
of the soul: 'Hf'tir,av T<I> 7rt1r£C1TEVICOrt 1rpor
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. • that the want devel~~ itself, and the want with.out the re
~c~plency uld be " self-contra.dl'ction in nature. The consCIousness of 
etplency wo .. 	 d . . ts lf
sin and guilt, which answers to the need of re emptIon, 1 e pre~up
poses also something akin to God, elevated ~bo:e natural ~e~es~ty, 
something of the essence of a free self-determmation of the spmt, ~Vlth
out which sin and guilt can have no existence. On both the.se. sl~es, 
the position occupied by the ancient world was opposed to ChrIStIanIty. 
On the one side was the moral self-sufficiency,l which exhibits i~self to 
us at its highest point in Stoicism -'- the self-feeling ~ro;m WhICh pro
ceeded the ethical notion of a llf'}'aAm/J1l'xia, (magnammlty,) and to 
which the Christian virtue of humility appeared to be a sort of self
degrada.tion: on the other side, that point of view which made man 
dependent on na~ura:I necessity! and caused ~oral evil ~ lie re~arded 
88 something havmg Its ground m such ?eCessIty. - a pomt of. Vlew by 
which room enough was still left to admIt the notion of moral Imperfec
tion but not the conception of sin. In the stoical doctrine both are 
bro~ght together, the Autonomy and Autarchy of the Wise man; and 
the necessity of evil in order to the harmony of the universe. Al
though, in relation to the first of these points, the opposition in which 
the fundamental principle of the ancient world stands to Christianity 
is tempered by the Platonic philosophy; 2 yet it comes forth with so 
much the greater strength on the other side, when all evil is here 
regarded as something involuntary, is traced to a deficiency of knowl
edge, a preponderance of the natural (of the VA1/) over the rational 
element in man, by virtue of which preponderance the rational element 
cannot yet attain to a free development. It is trne, different stages 
are here to be distinguished in the development of Platonism, accord
ing as the'tendency predominates to apply and carry out its specula
tive principles with logical consistency, as in the case of Plotinus, or a 
prevailing interest in behalf of religion and morality operates indepen
dently of those principles, as in the case of Plutarch, who so earnestly 
defends moral.freed~m against the stoical d?ctrine of necessity. Blit 
eve~ where ~ n~tion of freedom most deCidedly manifested itself, as, 
~or ~ce, ill AnstotIe, who combated the Platonic principle that evil 
Implied the absenc~ of f:ee~om,8 men ?Iust necessarily have felt em
barrasse~ by great difficulties ill endeavormg to apply the notion of free
dom to life. They thought they perceived an unconquerable natural 
temperament of certain tribes, certain great classes among men who 
had no power of elevating themselves above a very inferior grade of 
moral culture. But even these restrictions could not overcome the idea 
of freedom in such me!l as Aris~tI? Yet they could be wholly got 
nd of onlI when the ml~ht of ev~ ~ humanity came generally to be 
unde~t:oo to be something not ongmal, but to be first traced itself to 
an ongmal act of freedom; and when a power was introduced into 

.1 :r:he Horatian maxim, bonam mentem 
mlb. Ipse parabo. 	 ~iDate. cha~cter of a man, by which he 

!I' ~etermlned ID his judgments and actions,
• I see on this relation, vol. L, Introduc

tion. 	 IS ~tself a work of frceclom. 'E~ upx~r pEv 
IE![V, TOloVTO!£, pit ywia-IJru, OIQ EK<WTer tlat'll.• ThUi he understands, that even the de- Nlcom. Ill. 7. 
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humanity, whereby those di'fferences of nature could be equalized&1ld 
the s~me divine life could be. iu:parted alike to all. . It was only'with 
the VICtory over the nature-prInClple and over the anstocratic leaning 
of antiquity, that the idea of moral freedom could be completelyesWt. 
lished in its rights, as a power belonging to human nature. 

As Christianity, then, brought about an important revolution in the 
ethical and anthropological views of mankind, by the doctrine of a prim
itive condition and of man's loss of it by an act of his own choice· 
so we ~ay a~d, as anothe~ weighty fa:ct, tha.t .it placed Anthropology ~ 
connectlOn WIth the doctrme concermng spmts (Pneumatology), i~ 
much as it caused the essence of spirit to be known as the image of G,OO.; 
as the common element in man and all ranks of the spiritual world; 
and as lying at the basis and indicating the fact of a common destin&
tion; inasmuch as it presented to view, on the one hand, the fellowship 
of one divine life uniting together all spirits in the kingdom of God, 
and on the other, referred back the origin als6 of the ungodly life to the 
first act of the self-will of a higher intelligence. This latter fIWt was 
particularly important as opposed to the pagan nature-view of sin, and 
to all the tendencies which led men to regard it as something nece5l!a
rily rooted in the organism of human nature, in the union of a rational 
with a sensuous nature. 

Now, while the interests of the Christian faith require the union or 
the momenta here unfolded, - of all that has reference to the need of re
demption, and of all that has reference to the recipiency for redemp
tion; and the severance of these correlative momenta engenders the 
heretical element; yet the greater or less degree of prominence given 
to the one or the other of these momcnta, depended partly on the oppo
sitions, and partly on the peculiar character, of the different tendencies 
of the theological spirit, which we have previously described. As it 
respects the former, we may notice in particular the opposition of Gnos
ticism. Against this there was no need, as is clear from the represen
tation of the Gnostic doctrines, to prove in the first place the existen~e 
of a schism in man's nature, and of a need of redemption grounded ill 
that schism; but on the contrary, as an original threefold difference of 
human natures was asserted by the Gnostics, and a recipiency of the 
divine life acknowledged to exist only in one class of these natures, the 
capacity for the redemption and the power of moral freedom had to be 
demonstrated to belong in common to all. The poletnical interest ex· 
cited by the controversy with the Gnostics was the cause, therefore, 
that many extremely one-sided theories, to which men were afte~wards 
led by separating momenta of the Chri~tia.n consciousness whIch b~ 
long together, did not as yet make their appearance. The hypotheSIS 
of a predetermination of natures endangering moral freedom was there
by kept back. Those passages of the Old Testament, such as re~ated 
for instance to the hardening of Pharaoh, which subsequently furnished 
a foothold for such doctrines, but which were made use of by the Gnos
tics as points of accusation against the God of the Old Testament, meR 
must seek to defend against them, and· to show them, that these pas
sages contained a meaning capable of being reconciled with God's love 
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and 'ustioo, and man~s indestructible ~edom: Th:us it ~elongs ~mong 
the ~culiar characteristics of the ~I~{)n -w:hlCh this perIod held ill. the 
evolution of the doctrines of the Christian faith, that, as a general thing, 
men were far from the thought of framing to. themselve~, out of some 
of the more da.rk and difficult passages of sCripture, -like those f~om 
which singly taken in after times, the doctrine of absolute predes~ma
tion ':88 derived ~ a system to which they would be ready to sacrIfice 
all other reli!cio;s interests and the whole analogy of Bible faith,l but 
went rather ~n the principle of holdjn~ fast to that which ~ey fouJ?d, 
by comparing different passages of sCrIptur~, was the collective doctrme 
lying every where at bottom. On th~s pomt, those who to~k the lead 
in the guidance of the church were unU:ormly agreed.; ~~ It was only 
ignorant, uneducated, and at the same time arrogant mdiVlduals among 
the laity, who were inclined to fix on such insulated passages, and run 
into downright extravagances of doctrine.2 

It belongs further to the common ground assumed by all Christians 
in opposing Gnosticism, that while the Gnostics regarded Dualism as an 
original and absolute truth, and the schism as a necessary thing in the 
evolution of existence, necessary to appear at some period in order to 
be overcome, something of which the foundation was laid already in the 
world of lEons ; - the church fathers, on the other hand, were agreed 
in this, that contrary to the Gnostics, they traced everything here to 
the fi:eedom of the creature. The Gnostics were used to propose the 
dilemma; - If the first man was created perfect, how could he then 
sin? If he was created imperfect, we suppose God himself to be the 
a.uthor of sin. To this the church fathers, if we set aside what was 
~~ar in Origen's system, were accustomed to reply; - that a dis
tinction should be made between what the first man was in respect to 
his original capacity, and what he was to become by that development 
of this capacity which depended on his own free will. Here we meet 
with a.. distinction, wi~lely reco.gniz.ed, around which, in the subsequent 
eyo~uti~n of the doctrmes of falth, lmportant differences clustered. The 
dIStinction between that which is denominated C'l( and that which is 
deno~ted l'1~Ol in Genesis, the ElKGlV and the bfLoi{.)a~r· roii -8eoii (the image, 
and ~e. likeness of God) : - the first being what was laid in the original . 
?ap&Clties of hu~an nature, and what, inasmuch as it was grounded in 
Its essence, was mdestructible; to which were usually reckoned reason 

1 Opposed to this were the henneneutical cully by COlTect interpretation two classes 
canon~ which momus set up against the ~m~mg th~, Chri~tians: 01 #ev fJ/!!'voiiuw,
GnOStiCS; as, for example, that meo should ~ upa ~a1'U u1m"AfJpr.JalV 6-8.0, ov ~rA.t tAUt,Dot. seek .to explain enigmata per aliud ov ,oe ~rMt ,!KA1}P}JVEt· EnpoL 6& f3iATlOV 'lrapamaJ!!' IIlDlgma, sed ea, qUal sunt talia, ex T<»;TOV, tpePOfL""Ot rpa"t 1tOAAa /Cal Ulla KEmaDifestls et consonllotibus et c1aris aOOpi Kpv1>~at rnr ypafJ~, a{,Tot, vo1;f'ara Kat oilDn& abeolutiones. Lib. II c. IO § ] Til 

'lrapa ToVru Til. vytoii, 'lrilITfr.J' Tpe.rrrrnJat.t't~ ~/.pr;fL!:a t"tlUtnl TUr "~oiilr. /(a~ T. V!ll. ~. Lomm. p. 299. The principle Tf'Jr T(JV Mi./oIV 1tOAVtptuvilI! lv uVfLrpwvOV descnbed 1~ tbese last words of Origen ispi~ ~.v ~p1~ al~!lt1'r". Lib. II. c. 28, ; 3. the same WIth one which is laid down ~so . Ongen, In hIS exposition of the passage 
by' Irenmus: El tvta TWV 'lIT1JfLaT{')v ava.~ Ex. 10: 27, distinguishes from the Gnos. 

tiCS, who '!lade use of such texts as . -8ija?fUV TiiJ ~E~, ,Kat T1iv 'lrilITW ~fL{;;v r1ta
fnJ'Al£{ofJ£V Kat aJ(WrlvVOL OtafLEVovfLEV. Lib.menta agBlDst the God of the Old Testa~t, 11. c. 28, t 3.and thole who .ought to remove the dill-' 

VOL. r. 52 

http:reco.gniz.ed


614 DOCTRINE CONCERNING HUMAN NATURE. 

and the power of moral freedom; - the second, the likeness tti God 
actually realized by the right employment of these capamtiea in 
which consists the image of God, - but in order to the realizatio~ of 
which, another principle, besides what is given in man's natural capaoi. 
ties, must supervene, - a principle partaking of the supernatural,
fellowship with God, without which human nature is inadequate to at
tain to its completion. The important thing here was, the recognition 
of an indestructible image of God in human nature, and of an original 
destination of man for the supernatural, the deep-founded consciousness 
of the essence of human nature, as one which could find the fulness of 
its true essence and the attainment of its end only in the fellowship 
with God; thus the recognition of the correlation, existing from the 
first, of the human and the divine - the recognition of the fact that 
they belonged together. This distinction, however, might be 80 appre
hended, as to lead to a false separation of the human and the divine.l 

In the next place, the fundamental differences of the theological ten· 
dencies which have been described by us, would have a special influ
ence in determining the peculiar method of treating Anthropology. 
Those church-teachers whom we have described as representing the 
predOlninantly supranaturalist tendency, were urged by this their pre
vailing tendency, to set in the most prominent light the corruption of 
man's nature and his need of redemption, the power of renewing grace, 
and the contrariety between grace and nature. Montanism, which we 
presented as the extreme exhibition of this fundamental tendency, was 
in truth ever inclined to glorify the divine grace in such sense, as that 
the human element was entirely swallowed up by it, instead of seeking 
to establish the harmonious union and cooperation of both. Those 
church-teachers, on the other hand, who, as the antagonists of a sheer 
supernaturalism, strove after a union between the interest of faith and 
that of reason, were led by this their own peculiar tendency, to give 
special prominence in their treatment of Anthropology, to human free
dom and self-activity; and thus, in the case of those church-teachers 
who otherwise held a conciliatory position in relation to the Gnostics, 
the polemical interest against Gnosticism could not fail very decidedly 
to manifest itself in the treatment of this doctrine. 

It becomes very important, therefore, that on this point also, we 
should compare together the doctrine of the North-African church and 
that of the Alexandrian school. 

The doctrine of the North-African church took its shape from Ter
tullian. He adopted, out of the previous doctrine of the church, the 
idea, that the first man, as he was created by God, possessed all 
the faculties necessary to reveal the image of God through his moral 
nature; but that these faculties lay still in a dormant, undeveloped 
state. Their development depended on man's free will. To the in· 
working of God on human nature there was, by virtue of its purity, as 
yet no obstacle; by fellowship with God, human nature would have be· 
come more and more ennobled and transfigured, and was made capa.ble 

1 In the doctrine concerning the relation of the dona gratuita to the dona naturaJia. 
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of'attaining to 80 participation iu a divine, imperishable liFe, so ~ to be 
Jaced beyond the dominion of d~ath.. But by ~he first sm~ whi.ch co~

~sted in man's refusing to subject hIS own will, b~t setting ~t up. m 
opposition to the will of God,I man d~parted from thIS fellowshIp wIth 
God, and so became subj~ct to .a sinful and a mortal ~atur~. By 
the church-teachers of thIs penod, these two are unIted m ~e 
notion expressed by ¥Jopfs, while the opposite tel'll!- a.p~apa'a denote~ WIth 
them at once a. divine, imperishable, and holy life - a conne~tion of 
ideas which had an important influence on the systems of. fruth and 
morals. As the harmony between the divine and the human will resul.ted 
in harmony through all the departments of ma!l's natur~, so th~ schIsm 
between the divine and the human will resulted m the schism whlCh runs 
through the whole of human nature. In place of t~~t union wit~ .the 
divine Spirit, came the union with an ungodly spmt. The ongmal 
father entailed the spirit of the world on all his posterity.2 

Peculiar, however, to Tertullian was his theory to explain the propa,. 
gation of this original corruption of human nature, - being connected 
with his theory respecting the propagation of souls. It was his opinion, 
namely, that our first parent bore within him the Wldeveloped germ of 
all mankind; that the soul of the first man was the fountain·head 
of all human souls, and that all the varieties of individual human nature 
are but different modifications of that one spiritual substance.s Hence 
the whole nature became corrupted in the original father of the race; 
and sinfulness is propagated at the same time with souls.4 

Although this mode of apprehending the matter in Tertullian is con
nected with his sensuous habits of conception, yet is this by no means 
a necessary connection. At the root of this mode of apprehension lay 
a higher truth and necessity, of which Tertullian bore witness as the 
author of the so-ealled doctrine of the traduction of souls. 

It is worthy of notice, that the same Tertullian, who first broUl1ht 
out the. doctrine of inhe~ited sin in this explicit form, exclaims~ 
thou~h m a .somewhat ~arher work, where he takes ground against the 
Pfll:Ctlce of mfant baptlSm: 5 "Wherefore should the age of innocence 
be m haste after the forgiveness of sin ? " 6 

Tertulli~n was equally penetrated with the consciousness of sinful
n~88 eleavll;1g to man's. nature, and with the consciousness of an unde
mabIe .gQdhke ~ature l~ Inan, in contrast with which it is that sin re
veals ltself ~ sm. ThIS great church-teacher, who in many respects 
~U8t be c.onsl~ered aa the forerunner of Augustin, is to be compared with 
h,im also m this part~cular, - sin~e without any doubt he had had occa,
sIOn to learn from hlB o.wn e~t:enence the resistance of a fiery, violent, 
rude nature to the godhke SpIrIt, and 80 the opposition between nature 
dd ~e. Tho,ugh we know less about his early development than we 
teO a u~ AIl~s~m's! yet we may infer from his wholly peculiar charac

r, as It exhiblts Itself to us in his writings, that it was only after 
~.:~Ieetio JUIII potiuB qUILIIl divine sen. , Tr 
-....... I &dux animlll tradul!. peccati. 

t Spiritum mundi univerao genen' JUO See vol. 1. p. S12. 
ll'adidlt. • • Quid festinat innocens retas ad remit

• De anima, c. 10 and c.19. 8IOnem peccatorem. De hapt. c. 18. 
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many an inward struggle he could attain to peace; - and the reaotion 
of those deep elements of his natural character doubtless furnished 
occasion for many an after-conflict.1 But equally mighty was the imm&
diate feeling of the underlying godlike principle in his sturdy, inartifi. 
cial nature. "The corruption of nature," he says,2 "is a second 
nature, which has its own god and father, even the author of the cor
ruption himself; so that goodness, however, still resides also in the 
soul; that original, that godlike and genuine thing, which is its proper 
nature. For that which is. from God is not so much extinguished as 
obscured; for it can be obscured, since it is not God; but it cannot be 
extinguished, since it is of God. As the light, when some object is 
interposed, continues to exist, though it may not be transmitted, owing 
to the density of the object; so goodness in the soul, when suppressed 
by evil, as it is the peculiar nature of evil to suppress it, either re
mains wholly inactive, its light being hid; or else bursts thl-ough in 
freedom, where it is given it to do so. Thus it is that some are very 
good and others very bad; and yet all souls are of the same stock: 
thus, too, there is something good in the very worst, and something bad 
in the very best; since God alone is without sin, and as man, Christ 
alone without sin, since Christ is also God. Thus it is that the divinity 
of the soul, by virtue of its original goodness, breaks out in obscure 
presentiments, and the consciousness of God comes forth as its witness. 
For this reason no soul is without guilt, for none is without the seeds 
of goodness." 

It is a characteristic trait in Tertullian, that, as he laid peculiar 
stress, because he was a Montanist, on the unusual psychological phe
nomena presented in the effects of the new divine life, on the miracu· 
lous element in the charismata; 3 so too, where he is led to speak of 
man's natural condition, he is fond of bringing up such eccentric 
appearances as the manifestation of a natural power of divination, as 
indications of the indestructible, godlike clement in human nature.4 

He was led still further to unfold and to defend these views, not only 
in his controversy with Marcion, who, as we have observed above, did 
not acknowledge the existence of anything originally godlike in the 
soul, but also in his dispute with Hermogenes. On this latter occasion, 
he wrote a work, which has not come down to us, on the descent of 
souls. Hermogenes had combated the theory of a heavenly desc~nt 
of the soul, of the inbreathing into it of a divine particle, by which 
theory the Divine was subjected to a mar, to a stain, since it was im· 
possible to avoid the necessity of tracing to this soul, at the same time, 

1 Thus we hear him speaking out of the cuiquam, nisi patientia adsideat, provenire." 
fulness of his inner experience, when in his 2 De anima, c. 41. 
work, written in praise of the Christian vir 8 The distinction between that natural 
tue, patience, he says, c. 1 : " Ita miserrimus faculty of divination and prophecy ~ ~ 
ego semper reger caloribus impatientire, charisma is stated, de anima, c. 22: plVl' 
quam non obtineo patientire sanitatem, et natio interdum, seposita, qUill per Del gra
suspirem et invocem et perorem necesse cst, tiam obvenit ex pl'ophetia. 
cum recordor et in mere imhecillitatis con i De censu animre. We learn wbat were 
templatione digero, bonam fidei valetudinem the contents of this book from bis work de 
et dominicre disciplinre sanitatem, non facile anima. 



6U~ilvmvs. 

the on' of evil,l He thinks bimaeI£ bound to 8Uppo~e in matter,
that in~ganic stutr lying at the ground, of ,the creation, - no~ only 

akin to the corporeal world which IS produced out of It, but 
something . ' . ~ d t f'talso something akin to the soul, which was ~eW1Se lorme ou 0,1 • 

The wild motion in it, is that which it has akin. to the ~ul, :md which 
lies at the ground of the iloul,2 As God, by his orgaruzmg influences, 
produced the corporeal world out of ~e chaotIc ~ass"so he, ~ormed ~e 
BOul out or the chaotic principle of motion.s, Taking.his 'pOSltiO~ on this 
ground or materialism, he hence agreed .W1:th .M~rclon ~ ~enymg that 
My point of union was presented for Chris~aruty m.an ongmal ~lem~nt 
of the human soul akin to the Divine. Evil he demed from this wild, 
chaotic principle of motion, not overcome; just as he would regard 
whatever was hateful in the corporeal. world as a remnant of the an
cient cha.os, Also in Satan and evil spirits, he believed probably that 
he saw the reaction of that untamed chaotic power of motion, Souls 
needed the communication of a divine life really related to God, and 
imparted to them by the redemption and by regeneration, in order to 
be enabled to vanquish the evil element growing out of their origin, 
Tertullian defended, as he hinIself affirms,4 against Hermogenes, the 
free will, as an original property of the soul and indestructible. We 
might thence infer, that Hermogenes regarded the participation in the 
redemption, and in the divine life originally alien from the soul, as not 
conditioned by the self-determination of the free will; that he did not 
coIll!ider faith as proceeding from that source; but derived everything 
here alike from the unconditional divine influence and election; and 
he would thus belong among the first advocates of the doctrine of an 
unconditioned predetermination, and of an unconditioned, irresistible 
grac~, The logically consistent development of his principles might 
ce~Y lead to such results; for if the soul, by virtue of its material 
ongm ~d essence, presents no point of union for grace, there seems 
necessarily to follow, as from the theory of an absolute corruption of 
human nature, such a result from these premises, Yet we are too im
perfectl,r acquainted ,with the system of Hermogenes, to be able to 
affirm Wlth an,r certainty, that such was the connection of his ·ideas. 
Fro~ !-he th~slS we cannot argue with perfect safety to the antithesis .; 
for It 18 poSSIble that Ter~an may. !:ave b~en led, simply on the 
ground .that Hermogenes demed the ongtnal eXIstence of anything akin 
to God m the soul, to main~n this against him, together with all the 
marks and. cha~ters belongmg thereto, among which he reckoned also 
~eJ:ee ~,.Wlthout He~ogenes ~aving wholly denied the freedom 
o e will , Just as Tertullian does m fact maintain the doctrine of the 

1. Dam incm!ibile est, spiritnm Dei in in affinity with that spirit, which resided indehct~m e~ mox. in judicium devenire, ex the soul. 
m~~na potms a!llma credatur quam ex Dei ~ The InrorporBJe inconditus motus ma8Jllnta. De amma, c. 11. Tertallian con

te~re. Adv. Hennogenem, c. 36.t~nd8, on the rontrary, that the soul is de. 
Compo the .passage from' Plutarch. cited nved, not from the Rpiritns Dei bat from 0l! p. 376, relative to a soul united originally the flatus Dei; that it was not rhe essence WIth tbe chaos.of ~, but only something imparted im, 

• t Ineese nobis Til aVT£~oijal.OV naturaliter.IUdiately by the Spirit of GOd - something 
JIIII et. Marcioni ostendimus et Hermogeai
De IIIIIJna, c. 21.52
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free will against Marcion, while yet we do not know that Marcion ever 
denied it.1 At all events, Hennogenes denied the natural immortality 
of the soul, and regarded immortality only as a consequence of the 
new divine life imparted by Christ: hence he considered believlft 
only to be immortal. All evil - evil spirits, and men who have not be
come partakers of the divine life - were finally to be resolved into the 
matter from whence they originally sprang.2 

Against this doctrine of IIennogenes, then, Tertullian maintained, 
" that the souls, sprung from that first soul which arose immediately 
from the breath of God, are immortal, endowed with free will, in pos
sessi.on of a faculty of divination: - evident signs of their heavenly 
origin." 3 

He considered all the part'! and faculties of human nature as one and 
the same work of God, a work good in itself; and everything contrary 
to reason in it, therefore, as but a consequence of that original schism 
which grew out of the first sin. The division which Plato makes of the 
soul into the /.oyt"OV and cMoyov he was willing to admit; though not in 
respect to the orihrinal, but only in respect to the corrupted, human 
nature.4 

To the Gnostic doctrine concerning the different fundamental princi. 
pIes of human nature, according to which they maintained that a hylic 
or material nature could never be converted into a pneumatic or spirit
ual one, and that a spiritual nature could never be converted into a 
material one - to this doctrine Tertullian opposed the almighty power 
of grace and the mutabili.ty of the human will. When the Gnostics 
appealed to the declaration of Christ, that an evil tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit, nor a good tree evil fruit, he replies to them: "If this 
is to be understood 80, then God cannot raise up from the stones child· 
ren to Abraham; then the generation of vipers cannot bring forth 
fruits to repentance; and the apostle was mistaken, when he wrote, 
, Ye also were sometimes darkness,' and ' We also were once by' nature 
the children of wrath,' and' Ye were once among these; but now ~re 
ye washed.' Bllt will the declarations of the holy scripture contradict 
one another? No; for the evil tree will not bring forth good fruit, 1tnl~B 
it be ,grafted; and the good tree will bring forth evil fruit, unless it 
be cultivated; and the stones will become children of Abraham, if th~y 
be formed to the faith of Abraham; and the generation of vipers will 
bring forth the :ruits of repentance, when they have disgorged the 

1 We must here remark, by way of supple
ment, that, in Marcion's system, this point 
still remains und'ecirled. For the same rea
sons, as in the casc of IIe\'mogenes, snch an 
hypothcsi~ would perfectly accord with his 
Bvstem also, and it would moreover hanno
nize well with his ultra-Paulinism. But the 
prominent pla"e which he gil'cs to God's 
pat.ernal love, and the manner in which he 
speaks of the arbitrary conduct of thc God 
of the Old Testament, aecusing him of hav· 
ing compassion on some, and hardening the 
hearts of others, leave it quite improbable, 
that Marcion ought to be considered as an 

advocate of the doctrine of absolute predel
tination. 

2 Vid. Theodoret. fab. hreret. I. c. 19. 
B Allimam Dei flatu natam, immortalem, 

Iihcralll arbitrii dOlllinatrir.em, divinatricem. 
De anima, c. 22. . ' _,_ 

i De anima 16 Naturale e01m rattolllUO 
credcndum est, q~od animre a primordi? ail 
ingenitum a rationali videlicet auctorcprra· 
tionale autcm posteriu~ intelligendum, IPS:,
illud transgressionis admissum at~ue (qu. 
exinde inoleverit in anima, ad mstro: Jam 
naturalitatis, quia statim in naLurlll pnmor
dio accedit. 

http:dOlllinatrir.em
http:mutabili.ty
http:sessi.on
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ison of wickedness. These etrecta divine grace can prod~ce ;. w~ich, 
~ t th is mightier than the nature to which the free will withm us 
? a b~ te'd As this 188t too is a natural thing and susceptible of 
18 su ~ec . "., his "I 0
change, so the nature turns in the same dlrectlOn as. t turns.. ne 
might understand the above remarkable passage, a:' if ~"~n at this ea~ly 
period Tertullian would attribute to grace ~n meslStibly attractIve 
power over the corrupted will of :n:an; one mIght .say he asserted the 
freedom of the will only in opposItion to the doctrme of a na~~r~l n.e
cessity, to the affirmation of a comple~e moral want of susceptIbilIty: ill 
the case Qf certain natures; but not In respect to the so~l-tra~s!ormmg 
principle of grace. Montanism might easily result ill. ~vmg the 
utmost prominence to the ov~rwhelmin.g influe~ce ?f the dIVIDe. power, 
and in reducin(1 the free wIll to a bhnd pasSIve mstrument. But we 
are by no mear:authorized by the connection to give the langua~e suc~ 
an interpretation. For Tertullian, according to the context, IS only 
intending to prove, that grace, through its inworking agency on the 
corrupted nature, could, by virtue of the free will, impart to it a higher 
power than dwells in itself, and thus transform it to something else; 
and we are bound in justice to adopt that interpretation which best 
accords with other explanations that Tertullian gives concerning the 
free will. It is true, as we have before remarked, that the influence 
of the whole peculiar tendency lying at the root of Montanism must 
have been, to cause that the power of grace should be magnified; but 
even Montanism cannot be accused of rending asunder the momenta 
which belong together in Christianity, and giving supremacy to one 
wholly at the expense of the other. Even Montanism was far from any 
~n~ency to the doctrine of a constraining grace, operating with irre
BlStible power on the conversion of man generally. That it did not look 
upon the ageney of grace generally as being of this kind, may be gath
ered fro~ the fact, th~t. it regarded this kind of gracious agency con
nected WIth bare pasSlVlty on the part of man, as an exception to the 
general rule, - as an extraordinary thing; - supposed it to be confined 
~ th~ prophets. Accordin~ly we find, even in Tertullian, a passage 
ill which he spea.ks o~ ~uc~ influences of grace, where everything de
pends so~ely on !he diVIDe influence, nothing on human conduct - such 
e~traord!n~ry virtues ~ COUld. be regarded only in the light of free 
~ of.divme ~ce, which God Imparts to each individual as he pleases.2 
:But thIS very CIrcumstance, of his ascribing the whole to the action of 
grace al~ne only ir: such extraordinary cases, may serve as a proof, 
that h~ did not conSIder this as the general law which governed the 
evolutIOn of the Christian life. And we are by no means warranted to 
~nclud? from such a declaration of Tertullian, that he was already a 

ontanist when he so expressed himself;-for, in this particular refe
rence, our general remark will find its application, that Montanism is 

.1 HEe erit vis divinlle gratille. potentior lo~m intolerabilis magnitudo est, ut adu.u9~e na.tura, habens in nobis subjacentem 
~apl~nd~ e~ prrestanda ea sola gratia divinre Blbl. hberam arb!trii potestatem, qUal cum sit 
mspuatl?mS op~retl1r. Nam quod maxime et Ipsa natllrahs atque mutabilis quoquo ~onum, Id maXlme penes Deum' nee MUSl'erltllr, natura convertitUf. De ani:na, c. 21. Id~ quam qui possidet, dispensat,' ut cuiqueQuod bonorum quorundam sieun et ma- Ignetur. De patientia, c. 1. 
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to be regarded merely as the extreme point of tendencies and modes of 
thinking which were already in existence. 

But a directly opposite view to this resulted of itself from the proceea 
of development in the Alexandrian church. Accordingly Clement com
bated, without meaning to do so, the doctrine of the North-African church, 
having in his eye simply the Gnostic dualism, which represented birth to 
be a work of the evil principle. "How then," he asks, "could the chilo . 
dren have sinned, or fallen under the curse of Adam, when they are 
chargeable with no actions of their own .?" 1 The question here related 
to the explanation of those passages of the Old Testament, which in the 
North-African church were adduced in proof of the doctrine of inherited 
sin. Job 14: 4 - Ps. 51: 7.2 Clement referred such and simila;r pas
sages to the natural ignorance of man in reference to God and divine 
things, to the power of sinful habits.3 But it by no means follows, that 
Clement did not believe in the doctrine of a fall from a state of moral 
purity. To the Gnostic dilemma,4 above quoted, he opposed the assertion, 
that the first man was not created perfect, but with the capacity for vir
tue ; 5 so that its cultivation and application depended on himself. He 
yiclded to the enticements of sensual pleasure in that childhood of his 
being, as it was for him to decide, according to his own free choice.s 

While many Gnostics made the fall to consist in this, that the first man, 
yielding to sensuous appetite, gave himself up to the indulgence of the 
sexual propensity, whereby both himself and his entire posterity came un
der the dominion of the VATJ; Clement, on the other hand, regarded man's 
guilt to consist simply in this, that he did not wait for the suitable period 
appointed by God for the satisfaction of that impulse.7 Thus he might 
regard that power of the sensuous appetites over the spirit as a c.onsa
quence of the first disobedience - might suppose, that by the guilt of 
man the sway of sense became continually stronger, while still, how· 
ever, it continued to depend on man's will to resist its enticements. 
We perceive the influence of the ideas which had found their way into 
his mind through his philosophical education, in the inclination he 
manifests to refer back evil to the power of sense; and according!y.he 
must refer redemption and regeneration mainly to the end of prOVIding 
a way for the soul to partake of the divine life, by being delivered from 
these foreign elements. "It is not without special grace," says he, 
" that the soul attains to this power of soaring aloft on wings, after 
having laid aside every weight, so as to unite itself with its kind~d 
clement." 8 This was the important thing with Clement, to recogruzo 
both the need in which the free will stood of assistance, and also the 

1 Strom.!. III. f. 453 et 469. 
2 See Cyprian's ~olJcction of proofs from 

the scriptures of the doctrines of faith and 
morals, Testimonial'. l. III. c. 54. 

8 };vv1j19da h UpapTlJAOr. Tar rrpWTar tIC 
'Y",·tl1fwf opp.il<;, Kat9' ur {hoY 0;' YLVWI1KOP.ev, 
Ul1f(3eiar Atyel. Strom. I. Ill. f. 469. 

4 Sec above, p. 613. 
6 'ErrtT7;Oewr 'lrpilr ri)v. nf]I1IV upeTiir. 

Strom. I. VI. f. 662. 
6 lIapfjYfTo l'lrl{}up.'alr (, 'lratr. Clement, 

like Philo, regarded the serpent as a. sym· 
bol of hOo,,1;. Protrept. f. 69. 

7 TaXa 'lrOV 'lrpo?.a(3fnn·or 'TOV KatpOV 7-0; 
'lrPWTO'lrM.I1'TOV. Strom.!' III. f. 46~. 'EKto 
V1;ff'7l1av ff"TTOV nrrpOI1~KOV ~v hi veot 1retu
KOUr, U'lraTTI 'lrapaX{}i:VTff. L. c. f. 470. _ 

B Oil xaptTOr aVe\) Tiir l~atpi:Tf1V 'lr"/'epoyrcu 
TE Kat UVLaTaTaL Kat UVl&) TWv 1J1iepfC£tpt:VlIJlI 
alper,a, fJ "'vX~, 'Ir~V TO (3pi~ov a1rOT!~~ 
l(aZ U'lrOOWOVUa T<,J ovyyeVEl. L. c. 1. •. 
588. 
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f'act that grace was conditioned on its efforts, and was, designed ,~ meet 
its deficiencies, On this point he thus express~s hImself: 1 When 
man seeks by his own efforts and practice to free himself from the power 
of his passions he effects nothing. But when he manifests a true zeal 
and ea.rnestnes~, then he gains the victory, by the accessory power o! 
God; for God bestows his Spirit on willing souls. . But when they r~mlt 
their desire, the Spirit, which God bestows, also, WIthdraws. The ,kmg
dom of helLven belongs not to the sleeping and mdolent, but the VIolent 
t&ke it by force." He wa.s too strongly fettere~ to this d?gmati,c i~te
rest, too little capable of moving o';!t of the Circle .of hIS subJectIve 
notions, rightly to understand, out of lts own self, par~1Cularly the Paul
ine type of doctrine-as appears, for example, ill his remarkably tor
tuous interpretation of 1 Corinth. 1: 21; where the last words, accord
ing to him, are not to be taken a.s a question, but thus: it was not God 
who made the wisdom of this world foolislmess, but it became foolish
ness through the guilt of man,2 

Quite peculiar to himself on this subject, is also the system of Ori
gen. We have observed, that he was attached to a spiritually con
ceived theory of emanation; in opposition to the Gnostics, who would 
account for the difference among rational creatures, partly by a natural 
law regulating the graduated evolution of life proceeding from God, 
putly by their derivation from different fundamental principles. Origen 
sought to trace all differences to moral freedom. God, as the absolute 
unity, he taught, can only be a source of unity. So far as all existence 
springs from him, the unity of his own essence must reveal itself therein. 
No difference, no manifoldness, can spring from him. It would more
over, be inconsistent with his love and justice, not to bestow on' all his 
crea~ the s~~e mea.sure of perfection and blessedness,3 God there
~ore IS. to be o~gmany contemplated as the fountain of a world of spir
Its, allied to his own nature, blessed in their communion with him the 
members ?f which were all homogeneous and equal. In the se~ond 
book of hiS work m:p~ <ipxWv, he so expresses himself as if he considered 
not only all difference in the mea.sure of powers and of blessedness but 
all di~e~ences in in<?vidual existence generally, as a thing which' was 
not ongmal, but which resulted in the first instance from the difference 

1 Qui! dives ~alv. r. 21. act of freedom i and regard~, I\S the finalI Strom. lib. I, f. 313. 
end, the restoration of the onginal state and 

I Ritter, in his Christlichen Philosophie n.o~ the complete development of the ~I\PI\_~. J. S. 3~ 7, n:Rintnins, that, Ilt the rounda: ~lIJes bestowed at the creation. This simply~on of Urlgen s. ~oc~rine, lies the thought, 
IS the thought IJin~ at the .b~is of his 5Y8that created SPirits m the outset did not ac te~, - that ,the mllOnal spmt should maintually partake of the good Rnd of the perfect ~m. by freedom as its property. the perfecbut had simply received the faculty for ali 
tIon bes!?wed on ,it already by the creation;flOOd: "Their connate perfection consisted and, havmg lost ii, should remver it again

In. thIS., But surh a thought would cer
by freedom; - that the fellowship with God illlnly Imply the notion of adel'elopmcnt ~he source o~all good in the mtional creature:rom a lower stage, - a progressive and 
IS, not coercive, but can he prescr\"ed only by~uated movement from the imperfect to 
Vlrtu~ of a f~ee appropriation, and can bethis JlE;rfect; and it is evident how utterly 

. view cl~hes with the system of Origen ~.U1!"1ld agam only. hy the same meaus, 
Unge? ~oes In truth conceive the perfect a~ . III IS !'Il!0ng. the pomts. too, which essen

tially dlstmgnlsh the doctrine or Ori!reUthe o~iI~RI sta!C; - traces all imperfection from that of Clement. " to a , Involvmg guilt because it was an 
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in the moral bent of the will. According to this, Origen would have 
held t~e ori~al creation to be one of beings perfectl.y e9.ual and only 
numencally dIfferent; and would have regarded all mdividual peculi
arities as a consequence of estrangement from God. A very narrow 
conception of the creation, we must allow, viewed in relation to the in. 
finite being of God; but in a characteristic manner does Origen here 
show how, in opposition to the Gnosticism and Platonism, by which he 
was at other times governed, the Christian point of view, though but 
partially seized by him, predominates in his way of thinking, and how 
he places over against the hypothesis of a natural necessity, the moral 
point of view, as the highest position, by which everything else must be 
determined. l 

Already in Origen's predecessor, Clement, it may b~ perceived how 
the. pushing to an extreme of one Christian momentu¥1, the doctrine of. 
freedom, seized to the exclusion of the other, - the pushing of this 
doctrine to an extreme, in opposition to the Gnostic distinction of Il8r 

tures, could lead to such a result as that is, where he supposes it neces
sary to ascribe whatever there was which distinguished the apostles 
from other men, not to a peculiar nature bestowed on them by God, 
but all to the merit of the right direction of their own will. According 
to his opinion, they did not become such, because they were chosen to 
be such by God; but they were chosen to their office by God, because 
he foreknew what they would become by the direction of their own will. 
In proof of this position, Clement adduces the fact, that Judas Iscar10t 
was also one among the apostles, that Matthias, in consideration of his 
worthiness, was afterwards received into the number of the apostles in 
place of Judas.2 It was only necessary to carry out this one-sided 
view, -which was di:tmetrically opposed to the doctrine of absolute 
predetermination and divine decrees, and by which the significance of 
any distinction of nature given by creation itself was utterly denied, 
and everything here derived solely from moral worth, - to its legiti· 
mate consequences, in order to be driven on from the position of Cle
ment, to the system which Origen carried to its completion. 

It may have been the case, however, that at some later period, Origen 
retracted this hypothesis, as he did many other immature ideas which he 
had brought to view in that work of speculative dogmatism. At least,he 
says, in a pa;;sage belonging to a later work,3 that the Son of God is ~e 
universal brightness of God's glory, but that scattered beams of his 
glory were spread over the rest of the rational creation, since no c~ 
ated being could contain the whole of the glory of God; in w.hich It 
would seem to be implied, that what in the Logos is one and the same, 

1 The importance of the free will, as con
nected with all spiritual development, Origen 
describes in the following words: 'Err' p.f:V 
'T~V (16JfLan~)V au 1rapa TTjV al riav TOV uv&plJ. 
rrov, aMa rrapa rovr arrepp.anKoVr Ml'0Vr, (, 
p.r.v Tlr taTt {3paxiJr Kat P.tKPo,;, (, & /lr.yar, 
/) De JU7a~v' £rrt of: TWV .pvxWv Kat £1>' 1Jplv 
"at al rotaide rrpaEfI" Kat ro TOWVTOV ~l~Or 
rilv alr/av ~xet ToV piyav TtVe. elvat ~ !UKpav 

1J 	 tv Toir /lem;v roYXavetV. In Matt. T. 
XIII. § 26. 	 __.... 

2 oux on naav £KAeKTol yEVO/leVOl. atrorJTfJlW' 
Kara Tl <pvaewv IOL"'/la, trrel (, 'loMar lEt::J:, 
ailv aVToi(\ aM' olo/Tehaav arrot1TO~;lt r (1

{Jut tKAeyevrer rrpo,; Toil Kat Ta T€'M/1TfJOOPIJ,M· 
vov. 	 Strom. I. VI. f. 667. 

SIn Joann. T. XXXII. ~ 18. 
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unfolds itself in the rest of the world of spirits into a manifoldness of 
individual natures, of which each reflects and represe.nts the glory 
of God in his own peculiar way, sO that only the collecti~e sum of all 
these individuals would correspond to the glory of God m the Logos. 
This must doubtless have been the case, if Origen had clear~y opened 
out to his own mind all that is contained in the thought WhICh he ex
pressed' but it ma.y be questioned, if he ever did this. He seems, 
m one ~!le of the same commentary on John from which .the pass~.ge 
just alludetto is taken, to consider it as the final end of this evolution, 
that all the rational beings conducted back by the Logos to a perfect 
communion with God, would have but one common employment, - that 
of the intuition of God; and that, fashioned through the knowledge of 
the Father, they would know as completely what the Son is, as at pre· 
sent only the Son has known the Father.1 But since, according to the 
system of Origen, all things are, by that final consummation? to be 
once more restored to their original condition, it seems to follow, accord
ing to the same system, that such a state of equality and unity was the 
one which originally existed. . 

Origen argued still further: God alone is by his own nature good; 
all created beings, on the contrary, are, and continue to be, good only by 
virtue of their fellowship with the original fountain of all good, the Lo
goa.. As soon. as t?e desire arises in any rational being to be something 
fur himself, eVIl eXISts. "'What has become goodness," says Origen,3 
" cannot be in like manner good as that which is goodness by its own 
e~nce. I! c~ nevey be wanting, however, to him who, for its preser
vation, !e.cel~es ~to hims~lf the so-called living bread. Whoever fails 
of ob~g It, fails by his own fault; since he neglects to partake of 
the livmg bre~ and of the true water, wherewith, nourished and 
refreshed, ~he ~gs gr~w.:' 4 Evil is the only thing which has the 
ground of .lts eXiStence m Itself, and not in God. Which therefore 
generally, IS grounded.in no being,.but is nothing else than ~ estrang; 
~e~t from.the true hemg, t.hat .w~1ch. has only a subjective and no ob
JectIve eXIStence, that which 18 m Itself nothing.1> Hence he says: 

1 In Joann. T. 1. 416. See also the pas
8~ in Mat~. T. X. 42. f. 207 : " Then the 
ngbteous wdl no longer shine in different 
~ys, as at ~e beginning j but nU will shine 
like one sun m the ~ingdom of their Father." 
Matth. 13: 43. (TOTt piiJutJTa 01 oil((U()' M.p.. 
't'!'?1V ~dT' ~~6pt.lf, Qr IWTil. ril.r r\p:ril.r,
.rua' 'll'aVTtr Elf ",ALor.) Yet this passage of 
Ongen could be understood as referring 
baredIy to an equa.lity of moral condition 
an blessedness. ..I The a'll'Oi(aroC7Taa".,. 

• c. Cels. I. VI. c. 44.- . 
An a.lln~ion to the Myth in Plato's Ph(2' 

drus respecting the wings of the soul. 
6 To ;Plato's m~taphY8ical idea of tuJ ov 

( ~rd!!I$ to which, if we get a clear notion 
of!t. evil I~ neeesslllJ' as a limit to the evo
Iftio~1of life i and, consequentl" the Idea 
o OTJ, as to ita moral import, IS virtua.1J 
annulled,) Origeu gave more of a mora'! 

sign~fic~nce. The p.7J. Ov .here is, according 
to hiS. View, rather pnvatlve than negative. 
Se_e. m Joann. T. II. § 7: 01 P.ETexOVTt, 

~ov ovror, p.trExOVal Of 01 Ii.yWI roM}'''' ILl' 
W:'f X(l1Ip.ari'ol£1l· ol O£ all'O~pa9>ivrEr -rVv 
TOIl OVTO, p.ETo;ri)v, Tii> tC7TerNitrDat TOO lwrvr 
yerOvautV uVK CwTE,. Hence I cannot ad~ 
!lilt ~t al1 th~ correctness of what Ritter says 
lD ~IS GeschlChte der Christlichen Philoso
phle. ~?. 1.. § • 52~, ·eoncerning Origen's 
tbeory . ~.hml~~on of this sort, in which 
created spmts ongmally exist, might per
haps h~ reg:u:d~ by Origen as an element of 
eV?1 or Imp0rJIy 1D them, since he considered 
eVil generaJly to be simply a defect of "'ood· 
n~ss." Sucli I} view is wholly at variance 
With the thC?fY of Origen, who thought It 
~. 80 mu?h Impo~tance to define evil as a 

mg ~blch has Its ground in no natural 
l!ecesSJly, but which is derivable only from 
an act of the free will. The notions of im

http:virtua.1J
http:pass~.ge
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"The assertion of the Gnostics, that Satan i.s no creature of God 1 has 
some foundation in truth; namely, to this extent, that while Satan ill 
indeed a creature of God in respect to his nature, he is not 80 iii 
Satan." 2 

The will of the spirits, who were enjoying the blessedness of a divine 
life, having become estranged from God, the original unity was nowrua. 
solved; a disharmony arose, which could only be restored back to unity 
after a long process of purification and culture. The soul of the world 
is nothing other than the power and wisdom of God, which is able to 
combine these great moral differences into one living whole, and which 
pervades and animates the universe, subjecting all dissonances to a 
higher law.3 

The corporeal world was brought into existence and constituted with 
a view to this end, that the spirits which had become incapable of the 
purely spiritual, divine life, might be brought to a consciousness of 
their estrangement from God, and of their culpable misery; that the 
craving might be awakened in them after a restoration of their fellow· 
ship with the divine Fountain of Good; that they might become more 
and more purified by conflict. The matter lying at the ground of the 
corporeal world is the undetermined element, destitute of all proper
ties, which receives first, from the plastic hand of Omnipotence, a cer
tain form and pressure, and that, varying according as bodies of a 
higher or lower order, ethereal or more gross, in manifold gradations, 
are formed out of it.4 Thus arise manifold gradations, from the spirit
ual to the sensuous, corresponding to the different stages of fallen 
beings.5 There exist intelligences, which were united ill a freer man-

perfection and of moral evil are, according 
to his doctrine, to he carefully distinguished. 
God, it is true, is thc holy, good being, in a 
sense in which no creature can be so called 
(sce T. II. in Matth. § 10); but moral evil 
is not an original element, but is to be tmced 
only to a voluntary apostacy from God. 
The /l~ QV is not to be considered as a dcfect 
cleaving to creaturcly existence, but as a 
voluntarv alienation from the ",v. 

1 See Part II. 
2 In Joann. T. II. § 7. 
8 TIep' apxWv, I. II. c. I. 
4 In the fVVAO, Ilocr/lor is to be distinguished 

VA'I lying at the ground, and the ;toyor IJ IlOcr· 
uwv 'ri/v v/,,;/V- In Joann. T. XIX. § 5. 

6 We here encounter a difficult question; 
viz. whether Origen supposed, that from the 
beginning the v;t~ also was brought into 
existencc, together with the world of spirits, 
as a necessary limit for the creature, so that 
the creaturely spirit must of Ilcecssity be 
always provided with a material organiza· 
tion, which, corresponding only to the stage 
of moral perfection, would be of a higher or 
lower order; or, whether he traced the first 
origin of mattet, and of the material world 
itself, to the fall. If we confined ourselves 
to a passage in the work rrep' apxwv, we 
should be under the necessity of considering 

the former position as the doctrine ofOrigen. 
The remarkable passage (I. II. e. 2. §2) runs 
as follows: "Principaliter quidem creatu 
esse rationales naturas, materialem vero 
substantiam opinione quidem et intellectu 
solum separari ab eis ct pro ipsis v.el post 
ipsas effectam videri, sed nunquam slD.e Ipsa 
eos vel vixisse vel vivere." From tbl!l, we 
should be led to represent the subject as 
Ritter understands it; namely, that the 
c.onception of matter arises simplr fr?m an 
abstraction of the sum total constltutmg the 
creaturely existence; that it is nothi~g .else 
than the objective conception o.f the hmll of 
creaturely existence, of that whICh for.lDs the 
boundary of individual existence, - J~I lIS 
the Platonists taught, that the conceptIOn of 
matter could be apprehended only. by the 
Myor vii~or. And it is very ccrt~I~, thai 
the antithesis between body and SpIn: vap, 
ishes, to our apprehension, if we .thlDk of 
the manifold gradations in the attnbutes or 
properties stamped on the VA1J, ll!ld by ab
straction go back to the undetermmed some: 
what which lies at the gl"Ound of all these, 
/levftv TO "A'Kav, 'l"WV rrow1"ij'l"{,J>' l'e'l"a(3a")J.mJ· 
crtJv fir; (Lqr&apcriav. In Joann. T:XIlI.+~9. 
This would harmonize with hIS d?ctryne 
concerning the transfigured orgamzatlon 
aft.cr the resurrection, which rests doubLless 

http:l'e'l"a(3a")J.mJ
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net' with an O~() form of higher charaeter,.f?f the pu~se o~ c(}
openoting with and assisting the other ~en Spll'lt~, - thos~ mtelligen-
ces residing in the planeta,l which a,dminister a p~ servlCe. of love, 
yearning after the time of the universal restoratIon, when, li~htened 
of this burden, they should be raised once ~ore to a. state of eXIstence, 
emancipated and delivered from all that IS .sensuoUS !- ~e ea.~est 
expeetation denoted in Rom. 8: 19.11 Accordmg to ~ngen s doctrin~, 
these higher intelligences owe.it to their own fr~e will alon~, to theIr 
own merit, that they occupy this elevated rank m the creatIon; that 
they are united in this freer manner with the corporeal world, and 
have received such an organization of higher, transfigured, more ethe
real mould. The question may now arise, did Origen regard these 
beings as those which had no share in the first fall, but, by reason of 
their unalterable fidelity to the Creator, had entitled themselves to this 
place in the universe? In this calle, he would suppose that, by virtue 
of the free direction of their own will, some among the rational exist
ences had persevered in goodness, others swerved from it; but that 
those also who had remained steadfast must enter into some sort of con
nection with the corporeal world, - not as though they were bound to 
~o 80, but because they chose to subject themselves to this connection, 
m order to subserve the good of the other fallen beings. Hence the 
mo~ do th~y long for th~t period when, the end of the universal puri
fication haVIng been attaIned, they too shall be released from this bur
densome service. Or perhaps- and the doctrine set forth in the work 
~ ~rjp is .certainly more -favorable to this view of the matter
Origen consldered these intelligences, not as those who had remained 
whoU, unaffected by th~ general defection of the creaturely existence, 
but 81ID.ply as those which had taken the least share in it, and which 

II!I die ~e general foundation, and with 
hIS doctrine concerning the transfigured 
ethereal bodies of the angels· TU TWv "rye:
N.w a{.,IJIlTa oMrplil KtU Bby~tuler tf>CJf. In 
:Matth. T. XVIL ~ 30. And to the souls of 
~ pI~eIS, he ascribes a uWIJIl aI~iplQlJ I<at 

a6apr.wOTOll. De oral. c. 7. I n this case 
we mas~ with Ritter, consider that mode of 
eX~lon 8.8 a strictly sdentific one to 
Whleb everything else in the sense of Orlgen 
Ihould be referred. Where, on the other 
~, be .peaks of a production of matter 
which. enslledat some later period, it must be 
explained A! a case in which he descends 
from the Sbiclly scientific position and ac 
eomll!od~s himselfto 1\ more pop~larmod~
of .thmlnng -leaves the position of the 
yw.>G1f for that of the 1rillTlf. But we ve 
muc.h doubt,. whether we are warranted ~ 
ucnbe 10 .0!1gen 1\ speculative theory of Ihis:di:' .:d ngldly carried out, and uniforml, 

e 10. We cannot believe there lB 

:y~re~n for explaining all his asser. 
"-NDS ongmg .10 a later period, and seem. 
-,. 10. contradIct what IS here affirmed 
aeeordm~ to the theory sel forth in the work 
II"rfN OpXloN ; fo~ it is plain, how - in the 
- of a man In whOle mode of tIIillking 

VOL. I. 53 

speculative elementl!, borrowed from other 
quarters, and derived from Christianity, 
came together - he might easily be led to 
ret~act, at some later period, many things 
which he had presented in this first essay 
at. a speculative system of doctrines. In 
thiS work itself, he rather puts down the 
m~tter as problematical, than decides on it 
WIth c?nfidence. In Joann. T. I. § 17,
ythere ~~eed he also expresses himself, 'not 
In a posItive manner, but in the form: liva],
/Colw hrtari}u(U rl, - he distinguishes from 
every corpore~ ex~tence, even from every 
free conpectlon Wlth an organization at 
transfigured mould, an &VM, 1rWrl1 II:tU auf.>
pzTo; ''''~' lIS the original one. And, in 
Joann. T. XIX. t 5, he opposes this later 
form.ed. corporeal world to the I<ou/,o; v01J-rOr 
5~bslstmg alone: 'A.U.il "al {) Ottl<1JV/leti • 
"?!'f'Of,VA.ucO<; YevOprvo; Oul Toil, Ot1]1gevT~
T1IC fWi.nv (wm- r01rOVC ,av l;ret Otatf>Opuvr, 
ofT'}'tC ViI "SavTe~, ~ ,av 1rpO' 1 a avAa /Cal nl 
G~fl4Ta, I<a:~ £tUlll, oil rOUlY/J T4i T.nrl,> oacw 
TJ '/fpOr Ta aopaTB WYKptU£t. And he sa 
tba.t the form~tion of the /C6u/lOr EvvAor is fe: 
IOJibed not WIthout reason as a KaTa(30N, 

1 See above, p. 392. ' 
I See e. g. de Martyr. § 7. 
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then, by virtue of this their direction of will, whereby, at le~ th . 
distinguished themselves from the rest, obtained this position u;. the:3 
verse. But if this is his train of thought, Origen takes away from ~ 
will with one hand, what he gives to it with the other; for, in this 
case, the free will no longer constitutes the difference between the 
beings who persevered in goodness and those who fell from it, but only 
between those who deviated to a greater or to a less extent; and moral 
evil appears in this case as something necessary in the creaturely ex
istence, - at least in a certain degree,-as a necessary point of tran> 
sition. 

We see before us only a fragment of the great course of the world, 
which embraces in it all moral diversities, together with all the conse
quences thence resulting, up to their entire removal at the general con
summation: - hence our defective, limited Theodicee.1 

From the doctrine of Origen it necessarily followed, that human 
souls were originally the same in kind with all higher spirits; that the 
difference between the former and the latter, and between the formet 
compared with each other, proceeded only from a diversity in the moral 
bent of the will of the several individuals; that accordingly all souls 
are fallen heavenly beings. All consciousness in time, which moves be
tween the antithesis of subject and object, and the understanding which 
is directed to things finite, only grew out of the estrangement from 
that unity of the divine life, which is the life of immediate intuition; 
and it is the soul's destination that, after having become purified, it 
should rise once more to that life which consists in the pure, imme
diate intuition of God; or, since the life of the spirit was changed to a 
life of the soul by the quenching of that heavenly fire, that the soul 
should be once more transfigured into spirit.2 

His theory of the preexistence of the soul is opposed to the doctrine 
of the Oreationists, who taught that each individual soul is formed by 
an immcdiate creative act of God - a doctrine which seemed to him 
irreconcilable with the love and the justice of God, which extend equal· 
ly to all his creatures - and also to Tertullian's traduction Byste~
a doctrine which he regarded as too crass and sensual. That he nnght 
hold on upon his peculiar speculative theory concerning the origin of 
souls without seeming to interfere with the doctrines of the church, he 
insisted, as he had done in defending his theory of a creation ~te
cedent to the creation of this temporal world, that these were poini8 
which, by the church doctrine, had been left undecided. 

But on the doctrine concerning an adherent corruption of hum.an 
nature, he could express himself precisely after the same manner WIth 
the teachers of the North-African church; he could speak of a mystery 
of the birth,l owing to which every individual that comes into the world 
needs purification; and in defence of this he might appeal to the same 
texts of scriptur~ which were adduced by others in support of the doc

1 Homil. IV. in Jes. +1. "'v:r~ "aTop-l}(,)-I}ei~a ytVE-rcU voil" n. ~ 
2 napa rnv a7r01fTWI1LV "a~ rnv 'i'vEtv ,",v 1. II. c. 8. Compare the similar new of 

47r0 TOU ~iiv Ttf> 7rvevfUlTt l'YOOtv ~ viiv ytvo Gnostics above. 
flE"'1 '/JVxi1' vofJr 11'~ ow rErOOf "'v~, "iU BMv~ptoV T;;r Yf'lltu6/Jf. 
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• £ •• _1 a:n He had ow:'" to trace this condition of human.trine 0 ongmlW....... J gull f h r_ll

D&ture 1:0 another SOIll'OO; namely, to the personal to eac liWen 
h nly spirit in lin earlier state of eXIStence. And consequen~y 
thl:v:Orruption'could not, aCcording to Origen's theory, be th~ same. m 
all; but the degree of it depended on the de~ee ~f the earlier guilt. 
Although he considered Adam to be a true, histo~cal person, yet .he 
could regard him in no other light than as the first mcarnate soul.which 
had fullen from the heavenly state of existence. ~e the G~ostlCS, he 
must ~ve a symbolical explanation to the narra~ve conc~~g Para
dise' which he represented as the symbol of a higher spmtual world, 
A~ being the type of~d at larg~, of all fallen SO~.l 

In his work Kept Up,trh, Ongen - agreemg here too WIth the Plato
nists and with many of the Gnostics- had admitted the doctrine, at 
least, as one which could not be directly disproved, that fallen. souls 
might, through tAltal degeneracy, sink down even to the bodies ~f 
brutes.2 But as his system differed essentially from the Neo-Platomc, 
in giving predominance to the moral, teleological point of view peculiar 
to Christianity, he must have been ultimately led, as this point of view 
became more clearly fixed in his mind, to reject altogether the doctrine 
of /lUCk a. transmigration of souls, as being inconsistent with that end of 
purification which presupposes the continuance of conciousness.3 His 
doctrine, answering to the ethico-teleological point of view, concerning 
the process of the soul's purification prosecuted to the relflllt of its final 
rutoration, fonus rather the direct opposite to the hypothesis of a cir
cle of metempsycMses, which grew out of the predominant habit of judg
ing spiritual things after the analogy of Nature.4 

. Origen, like the Gnostics, placed in man's fallen nature three prin
Clples, !he IKIjlKU<Ov, the 'iroXuWv,.a:nd the 1rJIetI/UlTLK.Ov; and also supposed 
three di~er?nt stages or ~SltiOns of human nature corresponding to 
these pnnclples. But he differed from them in one essential point. 
As he acknowledged all human souls to be the same in kind so he held 
that each and every one of them is po~sessed of the same'principles ; 
and oonseqU?~tly h~ represented the different stages as resulting, not 
from &Ily ongmal difference of natures, but from the predominance of 
some one. or other of .t~ose principles occasioned by the different bent 
of the will. • Th~ ~plnt ~'lr'/JeV/Ul). is the highest element in man's na
t~, ~t which lB unmediately divine, that whereby man is connected 
WIth & higher order of things - the organ through which alone he is 
bll.Pft:ble of understanding divine things. It is not liable to be affected 
~Bm, o~ to be corrup~ .o~ alloyed by anything foreign. Nothing 

e ,nothing but what IS divme, can proceed from it.1l It can retire 

1 c. Cels. I. IV. ~ 40: Ovx OOTt.>r frepl tv6r ~ See the Greek fragment 11". apX. I. I.T~. '!'r 'fr.rpl"~ TOil ytvOllf roVro FIWIJ O~. ed. de la Rne T. I. f. 76. 
TO: rov 6tfOII M)'OII. It is reconcilable with See c. Cels. 1. III c. 76, II. 16, in Jerem.tIllS, that Origen, in speaking of Adam on 

where ~e speaks of metempsychosis in aother oct"&sionl. expressed himself wholly 
para~lical sen~e, carefully guarding against'f1 tile manner of rile murch, as in Joann the. mIBc;onception which would arise from~22i T. XlII. t u. He might un~ taking hIS language literally. d the lanpace in hiJ oWQ seJJ8O, 

4 [Von vorherrschender N~turanschallun,~Jally in Itomiliel. where the gnoN did 
DOl properly belong. Hom. XIV:iD Jerem. ~hen~en Annahme.1 

I :&'ve1rl4k/CTOll Trh xelfllnit.nl ~ 1n1f~ Ja 
Joann. T. XXXII.; 11. 

http:xelfllnit.nl
http:1rJIetI/UlTLK.Ov
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wholly out ?f. vi~w and become do~ant .only through man's guilt,_ 
only where It IS hmdered from revealmg Itself and from acting by the 
predominance of sense, of the lower faculties of the soul, of the worldly 
temper. In what the Apostle Paul says concerning an opposition be. 
tween the works of the flesh and the works of the spirit, Origen finda a 
confirmation of his opinion - since he refers the latter to the spirit in 
man, as contra-distinguished from the flesh, - the active principle in all 
that is good. l The reaction of the inward presentiment of God and of 
conscience against ungodliness, hc derives from this TrveiJpa. There is 
here revealed a commanding, judging, punishing power, superior to the 
soul itsclf.2 Those men in whom the sonl surrenders itself entirely to 
the guidance of this TrV£vfla, those in whom this faculty is predomi
nant, are hence denominated spiritual men, TrVe1JflaTIKOl.3 In the cll8e 
of such, the true saints, the unity of the whole life is grounded on the 
fact of its being determined by this 7rvfvfla, - this is the governing prin· 
ciple of their whole life. Living in the spirit, all they do and suffer 
proceeds from this - it is this which gives their conduct its true im· 
port and significancy.4 From this point of view, Origen ought to have 
been led to see, - for it seems to lie at the basis of all that is here 
said,-that it is by this unity grounded in the godlike alone, the essence, 
the destination of human nature can find its completion, its fulfilment, 
- that the true end of man consists in this very thing. Yet he says, 
that where Paul opposes the TrVe1JflaTIKO, to the 1f!VxllCO, (1 Cor. 2: 14, 
16,) he describes the latter only, and not the former, as mcn; -since 
man consists of body and soul, but the Trve1JflaTllc6, is more than man.s 
And this form of expression is not a mere isolated exaggeration, pos
sessing no farther significance in relation to the fundamental principles 
of his thcology; but it stands closely connected with that ground.ten
dency described by us abovc, by virtue of which Origen, both in theory 
and in practice, was inclined to regard the godlike Hot as the truly hu· 
man element, but as something superhuman, - a tendency in which we 
recognized the reaction of a principle belonging to the old world,6 
which remained yet to be vanquished by Christianity. And connected 

1 Ta KaM,una KapTrOl AiYOVTat elVa! 'l"oV 
1rVevp.aTOr, DUX c:" uv Oi1r&ei1] Tt>, TO~ ayiov, 
IiAM TOV Cw&pWTrOV. 

2 In his commentary on Romans, 1. II. 
where Origen refers what Paul says con
cerning conscience to the workings of this 
TrVeVfla, he expresses himself, according to 
Jerome's translation, as follows: Quia ergo 
tantam ejus video Iibertatem, qure in bonis 
quid em gestis gaudeat semper ct exsultet, 
in malis vero non arguatur, sed ipsam ani· 
mam. cui cohreret. reprehendat et arguat, 
I\rbitror, quod ipse sit spiritus, qui ab apos. 
tolo esse cum animo dicitur, velut preda
gogus et quidam sociatus et rector, ut earn 
de melioribus moneat vel de cuI pis castiget 
et arguat. Ed. Lomm. T. VI. p. 107. 

8 Ou KaTU l'eToxi]v hrlKpaTo~l1av XP1/lUlTit;et 
IJ rrvwflaTLKOr. In Joann. T. II. § 15. 

'Ur yilp /) aylO!: t;ti TrVeV~Tt, TrDOKaTtlp-

XOVTI Ti:w tv TW <;;]v Kat Tral17Jr rrpa~E(Jr Kal 
evxii, Ka, TOV ;"pot; l'teilv vflvov, OUTO), ml~ 6y TI 
rrOT' UV TrOt.ii, rrold 7rveVflaTl, "Mil KI/V rrauXV, 
TrUI1Xet TrvelJflaTl. In Joann. T. XXXIL 41I. 

6 'Hflfl, Y'Lp OV flUT1]V aVTov [the Apostle 
Paul] rpaflev err' TOV rrve1JILaTlKoV p.1J ,!P,!,
TeifetKiva! TO "v&p(.J7rOr, KP~'TTOV yilp ~.aVo 
l'tPW7rO, (, 7rvfVflaT!KOr, ToV 1ITOI tv '/Jvrv, q hi 
I1wflaTl ;, tv avvaflrpOT€po£t; xapaKT1JPt{0/fvav' 
OVX' at Kat tv T0 ToVT(.JV l'tEIOT£P':', rrvfVl'aTq 
L. c. T. II. § 15. ) 

6 Thus Aristotle (Ethic. Nicoma.ch. ?': 7 
places the contemplative life 1\5 the dIVIne, 
answering to the godlike in man, above the 
practical, which he considers to be ~he purely 
human: d l'tfiov " VOV~ TrpO~ T~V av8p"'1rO!" 
Kal " KaTa TOVTOV f3ior ~el~ TrpOr T~ aVl1~w
TrIVOV f3iov, and yet he says of the VO\JP rOlll'O 
pfiAtl1Ta awpwrror;. 

i 

http:Nicoma.ch
http:ToVT(.JV
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'th this severance of the II'VrillMl from the tfrvri, as the purely h~an 
WI} t . his doctrin'e that those in whom the 1{Ivri surrendered Itself eemen,lS, .' fthi 'tto the guidance of the 'lnlrilfU', would persevere ill the umty 0 s eXlS, 
ence animated by the 'lnlrillMl, and rise in the perfected s~te of. thell' 
essence, when thoroughly penetrated by the 'll"vril~a, to a high_er life af
ter death· but those in whom the 1{Ivri always reslSted the 'to'~v/ia, would 
after death. be forsaken by the latter, which would return to God from 
whom it came, while they thems?lves, ~eIJ3:ra~ed fro~ the 'II"lIw/la, wo~d 
be given up to woe; 1 - a dpctnne which It ~ very difficult to reconcile 
with Origen's idea of a purifying process gomg on. after death, and of 
the universal restoration as the final end of all things. For the rest, 
he ascribed to this 'll"Vrill'a - as we might presume he would do, from his 
idea, already unfolded, respecting the relation o.f the rational being ~ 
God,-no autonomy-no independent self-subsIstence, but regarded It 
88 the organ destined to receive into itself and to represent the workings 
of the Divine Spirit. The 'II"lIrill'a in man can be active, according to his 
doctrine, only by being connected with the Divine Spirit,2 

As Origen, then, supposed a threefold division of human nature, so 
he distinguished three different stages of moral development; accord. 
ing as the 'll"Vrilll'l, the .pvx~, or the (JapE, predominated. The second stage, 
where the personal I, estranged from God, is uppermost, and at the 
8&lne time there may be a certain dominion over sense, - where the 
soul follows it.<; egoistic inclinations, - is the stage of a certain merely 
worldly cultivation, of an intelligent Egoism, where no enthusiasm for 
moral goodness impels the man, nor yet does moral evil break out into 
any rude expressions, - wnere the man, as Origen expresses it, is 
neIther cold nor hot. This stage does, it is true, in itself considered, 
hold the. middl~ place between the two others; yet it might be asked, 
~ which pomt t~e way is easiest to attain the divine life. Origen 
bnngs up th? questlon, whether the trapICtICor (the carnal man) might not 
~ more easily led than the .pvxU<~ (the spiritUal man) to conviction of 
~m, and thereby to true conversion.3 Connected with this is OriO'en's 
l~ea, that ~ a ~se physician will sometimes call forth the elements of 
disease l~kmg m the body, and by means of his art cause other disor
ders to anse, that so these elements of disease which threatened to de
s~roy .the entire organi~m may be expelled; so God places men in 
8l~a~o~ where the evil lurking in their nature is called forth to open 
a.etiVlt~, m orde~ that they may be thus brought to the consciousness 
of theIr ~oral disord~r, and of its destructive effects. and so be the 
more easily and radically healed.· In this sense, he explains the 

1 We r!ln here .cite passages only from ~ In ~att: T. XIII. t 2: "Erepov d'/JIU r~wor~s whICh h~ye been preserved to us in 
'IY11;' -&£011 ';"f:1Jf1!7-. IC?v tv ;'fII'/J ;, 1rapil. ril 7r'VeVf1'JLatin trans!a!tons; the fidelity of which 
fKaarov uvDpt.J1IT1V ril tv avriJ· which latter however, on these points, we have no reaso~ 
he here also distinguishes f~~ the 1frox~$0 8lHpeet. Commentar. ep. ad Rom. I. II. 

B n'pl <irX<Jv, 1. III. c. 4. .c. 9, p..108, ed. Lomm. Hie ipse spiritus 
, See de orat. C. 29, and the fragment of the eat, 9nl C'Oh~ret animabu8 jllStornm Si 

commentary on Exod. Co 10: 27; in the 26th~"? mobediens ei anima et contumax (uerit, 
chapter of the '/l~"aMa, and in the 2d vol. ed.diYlde~r ~b ea post exceseum. CommeD
de la R)le, f. Ill. {}(J'II"tp £1rL TtVCoI'/J (JCoIpaTUCi:nl~~es 1D Matti:!. c. 62, T. IV. p. 352, eeL 
~fU'r:w, elr ~a-&?r roo, i'/J' ovwr U'II"t.I, 
j(ex~ICoror I!aIC01I,O La.rpiir Elr ~ trrtfiwel41f
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scriptural expression, God hardens the heart, and others of the like 
import. . 

Regarding the self-determination of the creaturely free will aa the 
original ground of all the diversities existing among rational beings 
Origen supposed it was likewise this which conditions the whole subs~ 
quent process of purification and development, including all the stadia 
up to the final goal of the restoration. l Accordingly, it is with him an 
important point to define the notions of God's foreknowledge, and of 
predestination as contradistinguished from the doctrine of an tillar,.."", 
or of an unconditional necessity. He te:whes, that God arranged the 
plan of the universe after having taken into view all the different benta 
of will, and all the possibilities of which they were the condition.2 He 
distinguishes, in moral evil, an objective and a su~jective necessity. 
Although moral evil, when it once exists, must exhibit itself in certain 
determinate forms, yet it is not therefore necessary that this or that 
determinate evil should be brought about by this or that particular 
individual.s . 

It must be quite clear already, from the exposition of Origen's doc
trine respecting the relation of the spiritual world to God, and of the 
spirit (1rVeVf1-a) in man to the Holy Spirit, (n:veVf1-a aywv,) how grace and 
free will are, in his system, made to hannouize with each other. In 
conformity with this, he says: "As the good thrift of husbandry r~ 
quires the coming together of two factors, thc husbandman's own activi
ty and the blessing of God; so, in order to goodness in rational beings, 
there must be their own free will and the power of God, to uphold the 
good purpose.4 But our own free will and the divine assistance are 
both necessary, not only to become good, but also in order to perseve. 
rance in virtue, when once attained; - since even the perfect man 
would fall, if he became proud of his goodness, and ascribed it to him
self, - if he failed to give the honor which is due, to Him who bestowed 
on him all by which he was chiefly enabled both to attain to virtue, and 
to persevere in it.5 

It may be gathered, then, from what has offered itself to our notice 
as the views held in common by all in the Anthropology of this period, 
that not only - as was the case also among the Gnostics - the 
acknowledgment of a Redeemer found its point of attachment in the 
universally expressed need of redemption, but that also -.: which consti
tuted the difference between the church and the Gnostic Anthropology 
- human nature was on no side supposed to be 80 beset with moral 
evil, as to exclude the possibility of a complete appropriation of it by 
the Redeemer. Hence, from the very first, the church consciousness 
developed itself in antagonism with Docetism under all its forms and 

rJdl ,/,tVlJV tpaPf1-uKlJV fNett Ka/; In:unrUrIU 1'1iv 2 See the commentary on Genesis. 
lil.l/v, tpl.ty,llOviir xal.t7rU{ Ef7rOtWv Kat owtdfi 8 'AvuyKI/ <<TTl, mVTa l:I.{ldv, OVK avfryll1l 
Uttr Kai n:OVovr n:MIOV", t.JV eix' T~, oVTWr Of &u) '/'ov&£ '/'tvor. In Matth. T. XIII. ~ 22
o'f1-at Kat TOV {}eilv OIKOVOf1-Eiv 1'1iv KPVtptoV ~ Til TO;; l.oytl<oV "ya&ilv f1-tKTOV laTtV ~ ." 
KlIKiav dr Til {3u{lor Ktxt.Jpl/Kviav T1K "'vXilt;. 1ftr n:poatpeaE"'r av'/'oV Kat T~t; lJ1Jf1-rrvro,VI1f/C 
T. VIII. p. 305, cd. Lomm. {lEla, OvVUf1-flJt; Tii> Til KuAJ..trJTa 1rpotl.ofl£"ft!. 

Tov {lEOV lKaaTI/V olKovof1-tiv 'f'vxilv, lupo 6 From the commentary on 1'. IV. Philo
pwvTa Ei, 1'1iv alowv abril, ,,,,,,v, ad fxovaav cal. c. 24. Ed. Lomm. T. XI. p. 450. 
Til avn§ovatov. De oral. 429. 

I 
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d Thus this anti-Docetic tendency is strongly ~arked in such 
e~::~ of the e istles ascnoed to Ignatius, as, by their stamp 0; an
~ . ;::, d P'd d t ast to the prevailing tone of these le.ters. tiqmty form & eel e con r " Th h uld 
It is here said of the Docetre, in an original way: .. ey w 0 wo 

k thinO' but a spectre of Christ, are themselves like spectr~s-:-
ma et~~ '" " 1 And Tertullian says to the Docetre: "How IS It, 
spec ·rnl men. . 11 t th" 2 "y u
that u make the half of Christ a lie? He was a r~: . 0 
are ~nded," says he in another pl~e,3 " wh~n the chlld 19 n?unshed 
and fondled in the uncleanliness of Its swaddling-clothes. This reve~ 
ence shown to nature you despise - and how were yo~ born yourself. 
Ghrist at least loved man in this condition. For hIS sake, he came 
down from abov~; for his sake, he submitted to every .so~ of degrad~ 
tion, to death itself. In loving man, he loved even hIS bIrth, even his 

flesh." Ch' . h
In opposition no less to Docetism, which o~iec~ed to .nat ill t e 

form of a servant, which would receive only a glorified ChrIst, than to 
the esthetic Paganism, which idolized the beautiful,· the person of our 
Saviour was represented as being without. form or comeline~s,. as that 
of one whose outward appearance contradICted the glory wlthm; -:-/& 
notion which was based partly on a passage in the 53d chapter of IsaIah, 
too literally understood, and partly on misinterpreted passages in the 
gospels. Tertullian says: 5 "This was the very thing which excited 
men's wonder as to everything else in him, when they said, ·Whence 
hath this man this wisdom and these mighty works? The exclamation 
comes from men who thought they might despise his form." 6 

If we here compare Tertullian with the Alexandrians, we see at once 
the great advantage which the former, from deriving everything solely 
from his own Christian consciousness, possessed over the latter, with 
whose notions other elements of a foreign culture had been blended. 
His chara.ct.eristic trait was that of a vigorous, Christian realism. We 
have remarked already, in contemplating the Gnostic systems, what a 
close connection subsisted between the peculiar essence of the Christian 
s,Ystem of ~oraIs, an.d t~e. views ent~rtail1~d concerning the person and 
life of ChrISt. The mtmtion of Christ's life was destined to give birth 
f? a ne:w ~thica.l standard., ~ from this was to proceed forth the pecu
liar pnnclple of the Chnstian system of morals. But in those cases 
where the ethical p~~ciple ~tself was ~u~terated by the influence of 
other standa;ds cOIlJoll1~d With the ~hnst13n, this corruption reacted 
also On the Views ente.rtained ~oncerlllng the person and life of Christ; 
- as w~ have seen, mdeed, In the case of the Gnostics; - and the 
same t~mg .m~y be remarked in the case of Clement of Alexandria. 
Founding hiS Judgment on that moral system which demanded an abso
lu~ est~ngement from all human feelings, and which made Neo-PIa,. 
tomc philosophers, and other ascetics of that period ashamed of their 

I , 

1 A~r02 TO OOKtil' MEf arr,;,parOI "al oat
t See vol. I. the Introduction.~U<ot'. EP: ~ ~myrn. § 2. : De earne Christi, c. 9.QUid dlmlduu mendacio Christum' 

T~11I8 verila.!! fuiL De came Christi, Co Ii.. Nee humanre honestatis corpus fuit, ne
L c. c.H. d11lll COllestis clarita tis. 
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own bodies, he was incapable of understanding the revelation of the 
divine life in the purely human form, as it was presented in the pel'3Oll 
of Christ. Instead of the purely human character, he was for the super
human. Christ was to represent the Ideal of estrangement from sense 
of a life wholly independent of sense; not to be affected by sensuous im: 
prcssions; by wants, as hunger and thirst, by feelings of pain, by agreeable 
or disagreeable sensations - the ideal of a perfect a1ra~~I4. As the 
Logos became man, hc must, in his essence, be superior to such things; 
and so the genuine Gnostic, in imitation of him, should strive, by the 
efforts of his will, to attain to a similar apathy. He says character
istically: "It would be absurd to suppose, that in the case of our Sa,. 
viour, the body, as such, required the necessary services for its support; 
he ate, not for the body's sake, for this was preserved by a holy power."l 
Now this principle might have led him to a Docetism of his own. The 
contemplation of Christ, as he is presented in the gospel history, exer
cised, however, too great a power over him, - the historical truth was 
a thing of too much weight with him, to allow him to settle down on 
any such position as that. He would only say, that Christ was not, by 
any necessity of nature, subjected to those various wants and affectio1l8, 
- but subjected himself to them of his own free choice, out of volun
tary condescension for the well-being of man; - to give a proof of the 
reality of his human nature, so that no room nor pretext might be left 
for Docetism.2 We must, however, do Clement the justice to acknowl· 
edge, that, along with this distempered element, there was much which 
was sound and healthy in his ethical tendencies, as they were influenced 
by his contemplation of the life of Christ 3 - as, for instance, when in 
another place, speaking against the ascetic contempt of the body, he 
says Christ would not with the health of the soul have restored that of 
the body also, if there ought to be any enmity between the body and 
the sou1.4 

With this tendency of Clement, which caused him to overlook the 
purely human element in Christ, the other, which led him, by his exag
gerated notions of the servant-form, to imagine that Christ possessed an 
uncomely person, might seem to stand in direct contradiction; - and 
undoubtedly he never would have arrived at any such view himse~; 
but, transmitted to him by the church tradition, he contrived to bring it 
into harmony with his own peculiar bent of mind and habits of ~k
ing, by applying it in the following manner: - that, since the Godlike 
presents itself in this mean, uncomely shape, men should be led there
by to despise sensuous beauty, to soar by spiritual contemplation from 
the sensuous to the Godlike, which is exalted above all that partakes 

1 'Err! Toii OCJTijpor TO oW/la a1raLTfLV w, Clement, against a one·sided IIScetic leD
owp.a Tar avaYICuiur lJ1r1/pcoiar clr 6tap.ovqv dency. • 
ye1CJr uv d'1, '<I'aycv yap oil 6", Tn f1<;'lla, 4 OVK uv &, cl lx~pa *oitp~ ~v rijf ,/,vXqr, 
dvvauft CTVvqO/l<l'OV ayi~. Strom. I. VI. f. 649. 11rcTf',r',Ev ain1i rqv txiJpav ell vyuwr l!fl

2 Accordinglv he sars of Christ: 'A1ra{ OKtU(WV (probably it should read, u.ccordi3f 
a1rAWr u1rafJiir hv, elr ov oM!:v 1raparclUCTlU to HerveL's enltmdation, o/(cvE.t;CJv) ; he wol1 
/(,v1//la 1ra~TLJ(ov, OVTf qdovTJ oun lVIT1/. not have taken the hostile f1ap~ under 

8 Compare the remarks in vol. I. p. 279, protection. f:t~om. 1. III. f. 460. 
on the reaction of the Christian spirit in 
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1 No one should be misl.ed to admire the beautiful form, and 
of sens,e Ch' , d' 2 so 've less heed to the substance of nst s lscourse~, ,& view of Christ's person,. as one who appeared In th? fo~ of a 
servant took a different shape with Origen, so as to harmomze wIth the 
whole ;onnection of his system. We h~ve st~,te.d ?n a former page, 
how bis doctrine of the different stages III Cb~tIamty wa.s . connected 
with his idea of the different forms of manifestatIon of the dlVlne Logo.s, 
The Logos becomes all things to all, in a still ?ighe.r sense t~an that In 

which Paul would. say this of himself; and thIS Ongen applIed also to 
Christ'~ temporal appearance. He .becomes a~l t~g~ to all men, ap
pears to them in different forms, SUlted to theIr reClpiency. To some 
he reveals himself in his glory, in a celestial light which spreads from 
himself to hi'! word; so that now, for the first time, after having come 
to the knowledge of Christ himself in this higher way, they can under
stand it in the plenitude of its meaning, - nay, in a light which re
flects itself back even on the Old Testament, which now becomes trans
figured in its relation to Christ become known in his glory. To others 
he appears only in the form of a servant, as one without fonn and come
liness-namely, to those who are unable to elevate themselves, beyond 
the temporal appearance, to the contemplation of the Logos revealing 
himself in it.s Accordingly, the Christ of the transfiguration and the 
Christ without fonn or comeliness, as men were used to represent him, 
would be nothing other than designations of two different ways....; de
pending on the recipiency of the subject - of contemplating one and 
the same Christ, whom all were not in a condition to know in his divine 
exalta.?on. Thus to him it must have appeared necessary that the mass 
of believers should frame to themselves the conception of Christ as of 
one who appeared without fonn or comeliness. Their whole ;iew of 
Christ a.nd Chris~ianity, which, a~ the position they occupied, could be 
none o~her than It was, reflected Itself under this particular fonn. And 
accordmgly he could hQ,ve considered the transfiguration of Christ in 
no .other l~ght than as a. ~ymbol of .that higher fonn of beholding, in 
~hich Chnst presen~ed hImself to hIS more advanced disciples.4 But 
If he rega~ed ~artlcular fa.ets as symbols of universal ideas or of a 
gen?ral .8ta.dlU~ m the evolution of the spiritual life, yet he by ~o means 
dewed, mso domg, the ol~ective reality of such facts, which at the same 

1.'ryIe words of, CI~me?t rcspefting Christ {JAt'!fO,.cvOtf. More\?ver, ~he composition with are. Ev oapKI PCV ufuJii, (as the rcadinfl' Kam. has a forfc In thIS ~oDnectioD _ the
heyond all doubt, should be, as may b~ !ookmg downward to the obje~t of sense
2&1hered from. the following context, and Instc~ of up,ward:- ';'1'''' (3Ai7rttv '!fpOi; ratroll! the allUSIOn to I.a. 53 : 2) &tA~Av19EV ""'ITa) rrp"!'allf'X",v, a7roTip.v1j'Tut rWv V01JrON ,,~ "I"'P~, el(, ra arttler /Cell UOWfUlTOV r~r Strom. I. VI. f. 690. . ' 
dtta{ illria{ U7ro{JN:7rttV iJpiJr cluluO'K"'V 
SLrom.l. III. f. 470. . 8:0 t1(,JrfJP !'~V IIaVMw 'Toir '!faal miVTa 

~ Oil' l..'~_ 'YEVO!,EVOr, iva roVr 7ruvra{ KfPO~I1'IJ. In
uiJ !'''"'''- ,!vt"",atv tVTt~ti. ;rpT,aa.a,jlU Joann. T. X~: § 28 i and, in respect to the ~~, Iva /Dl Ttf ril "'patOV E7r!lI.VON twofold poptpJ In which Christ appeared inICtli. 10 ICcV.Aor dav,.u{",v, 4>il1T'QTat TON At Matt. T. XII. \ 87. ' rofJEv"" /CtU rolr KaraMt7ropillOl{ (this latte; 

I See c. Cels. I: IV. c. 16, where he says,,"!rd offers here no good secse. It can 
of those wh~ receIved the account of ChriBt'aneither mean, - what sIwuld be left behind 

nor wItat Aas bmt left behiml. I have scarcel' ~nsfi~uration too literally and sensuously' 
a doobt that the correct reading is lear! ':::!....~~'rTUr llr !v It1TOpiatf AeyoflhiaC 

,..., .....o~ 1) (lETap.oP9"'''tl{ Toil 'l1)aoii. 
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time answered to a more universal idea; - and accordingly that more 
general view of the transfiguration of Christ in no wise precluded ita 
historical reality. As Origen was prone to explain away the objective 
into the subjective, so, on the other hand, was he inclined to represent 
the subjective as something objective, - of which we have seen man] 
examples. And thus it happened, that the profound idea of the neees
sarily manifold gradations in the views entertained of Christ, were ob
jectively represented by him, as so many different forms which Christ 
assumed in relation to the different positions held by the men with 
whom he had intercourse. As the manifoldness of the forms of revela
tion (fLop</>at) in which he presents himself to the spiritual world, be
longs to the essential character of the Logos, so Christ mirrored forth, 
in this respect also, the activity of the Logos himself in his own tempo
ral appearance. It pertains to his peculiar and essential character, 
that he had no unchangeable, determinate form; but appeared, accord· 
ing to the different characters of men, to some in the lower form of a 
servant; - to others, divested of this form, and in a shape of light, in 
affinity with his godlike nature. Thus Origen explained to himself the 
fact of the transfiguration, and several other appearances in the gospel 
history.! The whole view was closely connected with his notions of the 
stuff lying at the ground of the corporeal world, as something indeter
minate, and which could run through various metamorphoses from the 
higher to the lower.2 

The complete victory over Docetism implied the complete recognition 
of the purely human nature in Christ; and this could not be separated 
from the supposition that he possessed a human soul. Yet this particu. 
lar point did not immediately stand forth clearly developed in the dog· 
matic consciousness. In the first place it was only the two conceptions, 
the ,,oyo, in his essential divinity, and the uap~, from which all the human 
characteristics proceeded, which were clearly separated and distin· 
guished. True, men must necessarily have been driven, if they were 
disposed to carry through the identity in Christ's person with the hu· 
man nature, to ascribe to him a soul, also, with human feelings; but 
still all this, as we see in the example of Irenreus, was referred bac,k 
simply to the uap~, the flesh taken from the earth.3 Although th!S 
same father says, that Christ gave his own body for our bodl' and his 
own 1fJVr.r1 for our .pv;t:T,; and we are constrained, in this distmction, to 

1 c. Cels. I. VI. e. 77: To rraPaAAaTTOV TOU 

u",/laTo, aVTov rrpo, Tol, OPW(1t ovvGrov Kat 
oW: TOVTO Xp~(Jl{10V, TOlOV1"O rpatVof-lcvov, 07rO£OV 

lOEl 'Karm:, (3MrrfUJ{Jat. This is applied to 
the transfiguration, of which he directly says: 
"EXa Tt Ka, IlvaTtKiiv 0 MYo" urrayyiAlMv Til, 
TO;; "'111oii &a</>opov, fLop</>il, uva</>ip,rr{Jru trr, 
ryv TOU -&dov MYov </>vatv, in the sense 
already expounded. In perfect harmony 
with this is the passage whieh has been pre· 
served to us only in the Llltiu translation: 
Quoniam non solum dUal formre in eo fue· 
runt, una quidem, secundum quam omnes 
enm videbant, altera autem secundum quam 

transfiguratus est coram discipulis in montc, 
sed etiam unicuique apparehat secnDd~m 
quod fuerat dignus. Commentar. Senes 
in Matth § 100. Ed. I.omm. T. IV. p.44J 

2 Ou {Jav/lal1TOV ryv <f>i;uel T(lE'!ri/V, 

Uf,Nlt(.)ryV Kai rrua'llr 1"Ot.OT1jTO" ~v h TeX"I"lf 

{3ovA'Tal OE/mK~V OTe plv 'Xrlv rrot6T1!T~ ~rJN 

IIv MY'TaI TO' OVI( eiXf:V dclo, ovoe K~ 

OTe di: ovwr fVOO;OV Kat KaTarrl.tJlCTucf/v K 

-/}avl'auTi)v, cJr hr' rrpO<1(.)rrov rrtt1eiv rotlr 

&aTfu;. e. Cels. 1. VI. ~ 77. roach 


8 The emotions excited at the ap!; 

of death are classed under the rmi4Jo 1Jap

l<flr 1'7Jr 0:1!'0 y~r eiA1Jf'pEvtJr. Lib. III. c. 22. 
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d b the term 1/Nti not life, but the soul; 1 yet he at least 
understan ~_-L{ f thO distinction in other cases, where he speaks 
makes no IllTWer use 0 15 'Ii d th trichoro
f Christ as man. Justin seems·to have app e e .com~on . 
~ of man's nature to Christ, with the following modification: C~flSt, 
asYthe God-man, consisted, like every o~her m~, of three pa~, ~he 
bod the animal soul (the lower princlple of life,) and the thm~mg 

y, , b t with this'difference that in him the place of the fallible 
reason, u 'd' . f th M 2 washuman reason which is but a ray of the lVlne reason, o. e 1'0{, 
re resented by the universal divine reason,3 by the Myor Itself: 4 ~~nce 
it Pwas in Christianity alone that the universal rev.elation of 'reh~ous 
truth, a revelation not disturbed by partial, one-slded representation, 
would be given." . 

Tertullian was the first to express distinctly a~d clearly the doct;me, 
that Christ possessed a proper human soul; havrng .been led to t~ by 
the views which he entertained in general concerrnng the relation of 
the soul to the body, and by the tendency of ?is .contro~ersial writin~, 
relating to the doctrine of the person of Chnst rn particular. H~ dld 
not hold, like others, to the three parts of human nature mentioned 
above, but supposed it to consist of only two parts. He affir~ed that 
it was not a mere animal soul, distinct from the reasonable soul m man, 
which was to be considered as the animating principle of the body; but 
that, in all living things, there is but one animating essence, although 
this, in the human nature, is cndued with superior powers; that the 
thinking soul itself, therefore, is the animating principle of the human 
body.s If Tertullian, then, conceived of but one soul, as the medium 
between the divine Logos and the body of Christ, he must necessarily 
have. conceived of it as a reasonable human soul in the proper sense. 
Agam, he was engaged in controversy with a Valentinian sect, who 
taught.that Christ, instead of veiling his soul in a gross material body, 
so modified the '!"'~~ itself that it could, like the body, be visible to men 
under the dommlOn of sense. Against these he maintained that it 
was necessary to distinguish, in the person of Christ, as in the' ca~e of 
every man, soul and body, and what belongs to both; that Christ, in 
order.to rede~m me~, was under the necessity of uniting to himself a 
soul of that kmd which belongs peculiarly to man; - and so much the 
more, 118 .the soul constitutes man's proper essence." 

Bu! ~till .greater than the influence of Tertullian was that of the sys
tematizing mtellect and the conciliatory, apologetic bent of Origen, in 

: ~ the words of IrenIeDS, I. V. c. I. §1 : 4 Apolog. n. +10. One might be led to 
T~ I~T'l.vTp""ra,uvov ~piir TOii IWplOO Bnspe,ct, however,,that the words, ,,01 fJi:J{14 

n}v 'IjIv~ lnri:p Ti.w ~pm(J<JII ,,01 A6yov leal !/roW, are the interpolation of 
tv;r~ «al ~ ttOp/Ca n}v lavroii avn Ti.w a some later hand, who would make Justin 
1/t=t""" ,C1Ilpi<fJtI. As the thought here is rth d h"
~I Cbnst surrendered to Satan _ who' 0 ~ .ox on t IS article, since this precise 
c\a1l!led a power over man's soul and body defiDitlon occurs in Jostin's writings nowhere 
-bohUl 0heWDhebody, as.a ranSOm for the men else, and stands here not exactly in its 
w m Id caplive, the word here can proper place. Bnt we must admit that the 
hardly be nnderstood otherwise th&n f th first reason is ?f little force, and the second 
h1lD1an IIOnl. 0 II of D?ne at all In the case of such a writer as 

I The fJ7tiPf14 Mr"'Ov, lIIe l~ In\I JU.tlD.
«Or, the Myor "TU ~ -IUfo 8fIIItm- 6 Justin.is, in time, before Apollinaris. 

• AvyuWv ora cUoV. • , De anuna, c. 12. 
, De came Christi, c. 11, and onwards. 

/C 
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unfolding and establishing this doctrine in the church system of faith 
He did not proceed here upon speculative principles, but upon an analo~ 
drawn from the Christian consciousness. As the divine life in believers 
leads back to Christ as its original source, he endeavored to illustrate 
the union of the Logos with the human nature in Christ by the analogy 
of the union between Christ and believers. If believers, as Paul says 
become of one spirit with the Lord, this is in a far higher sense th; 
case with that soul which the Logos had taken into indissoluble 
union with himself. According to the theory of Origen, it is in truth 
the soul's. original. destinatio~ to s~Irren.der itse!f wholly t? the Logos, 
and, by vIrtue of Its commUnIon WIth hIm, to lIve wholly In the divine 
element. Now that which, in the case of other souls, is found to be 
true only in the highest moments of the inner life, - namely, that they 
pass wholly into union with the divine Logos, lose themselves com
pletely in the intuition of God, ~ was in the case of that soul a continuo 
ous and uninterrupted act, so that its entire life rose to the communion 
with the Logos: - it became wholly transformed into a divine bem".1 

As Origen, again, distinguished, in every man,2 the spirit (IfVfVf/~) 
from the soul (1/Jv:t~) in the more limited sense of the word, so too he 
applied this di"tinction to the human nature of Christ.s Human nature 
in general attains to a moral perfection just in proportion as everything 
in it is determined by the spiritual principle (the rrVeiip.a); but this has 
been completely and perfectly realized only by Christ. "If this is so 
in the case of every holy man, how much more must we affirm it of 
Jesus, the forerunner and pattern of all saints, in whose case, when he 
assumed the entire human nature, the 1rveiifLa was the moving spring of all 
the rest of the man! 4 

But, as we have said, it was a leading point in the system of Origen, 
that in the spiritual world everything depends on the moral bent of the 
will. To this general law in the divine order of the world, he could not 
allow that this highest dignity to which any soul had attained, formed 
any exception. That soul had merited, by the true bent of its will, by 
the love whereby it had remained constantly united with the divine 
Logos, to become, in the manner above described, wholly one with him, 
wholly divine.5 He explained the words in Ps. 45: 5, as referring to 
such a fusion of this soul with the Logos, deserved by its bent of will. 

But here arises a question of some importance in its bearing on the 

1 Ou flOVOV IWlVidVla aA'/ f.V(,JC1l~ Kat uva. altogether foreign; viz. the " irapuxft~ ~ 
J<paou;, r~r i:Keivov ~e&TTlrOr KeKO")Wl'1]Kivat, 7'(1)[i·pan." .John 13: 2l. 
£lr {hov p.fw(3e(31/KEvat. 6 II. apx. I. II. C. 6. c. eels. 1. n. c. 9; 

2 See above. 1. III. c. 41. In Joann. T. I. pO; T. XI~. 
8 See above. § 5, where he says, quite in the Plato~lc 
4 In Joann. T. XXXII. ~ II: Oil rorrvfup.a manner: 'II 1/Jvx~-T0V '1Iwoii 'fl,1rOJ.tTe1!op:vq 

TOU 'LV{)pW1IOU tv rl;1 uvn')'1J'Pfvat avriiv OAOV r", OA(J KOO(l,J heivt,J - the KMf'0~ vonro(, 
uv{}pW7rOV TfJ lv aVTtfJ (li.ifJE:UJE: Ttl AOf.1rU iv rwv iMl.Jv, synonymous with the vovr or ~he 
ahl;1 av{)pw1!Lva. A dogmatico·ethical re Aoyor itself-lw11luvm uVrov If/Trfplepxoptry 
mark; but which Origen - as often happens Kal xetpaywyovoa t1l' avrov TOUr l'a,9nr£1/o~e. 
with him, in introducing his own doctrinal vm)~. In Joann. T. XX. § 11; T. III. opp. 
and speculative distinctions into the scrip· ed. de la Rue, f. 226. In Matth. f. 344 et 
tures - would base upon a text, from which, 423; T. XIII. § 26; T. XVI. § 8. Coor 
according to the verbal sense, the remark is mentar. ep. ad. Rom. lib. 1. T. V. p. 2M, e 

Lomm. In Jerem. Hom. XV. § 6. 
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system of Origen. Had the intelligence which was taken into such 
indissoluble fellowship with the Logos, been affected by the general de
fection and fall of the creature; and did it differ from all the intelli
gences which had in some way departed from that original unity, only 
by the circumstance that, in surrendering itself to the divine Logos, the 
universal Redeemer, it had become not only freed from all the conse
quences of that defection, but elevated to a still higher wilty with God 
than it possessed before, a unity which precluded the possibility of any 
future separation? Or did this intelligence have no part whatever in 
the defection of the others? Was it secured against this defection by 
the steadfast perseverance of its fellowship with the Logos; and by the 
S3.IIle means did the divine life, which it first received into itself by the 
bent of its will, pass wholly into its essence? If the latter is assumed 
to be according to the spirit and sense of Origen, an important consc
quence would follow in relation to his principle of creaturely mutability_ 
It would be evident, that he did not hold the defection from the original 
unity to be an absolutely necessary transition-link in all creaturely de
velopment; for at least the example of this one intelligence would be 
evidence to the contrary. 

Now when we reflect, that, according to Origin's theory, the VoVr 

became 1/tVri first by the fall, we see no reason, especially as he is care
ful to distinguish, even in Christ, between the 1rVeVfUl and the ..pvxft, why we 
are not warranted, according to his theory, to apply this principle also 
to the soul which, by its steadfast bent of will, had attained to that in
dissoluble union with the Logos. We must suppose, then, that as the 
spirit first became soul by its defection from the original unity, and the 
end of the recovery is that the souls, returning back to the original 
unity, should once more become diyested of their psychical being and 
thoroughly penetrated with the pure life of the spirit,! - so this par
ticular soul had, before all others, and in a higher manner than all others, 
already a~tained to this end, and hence would become the mediatory in
strument of conducting all other fallen souls to the same end. But it is 
nevertheless impossible to retain this view of the matter, consistently 
with the sense and spirit of Origen. For in this case it would all along 
be presupposed, that what in Christ is denominated a soul, is not a soul 
in the proper sense. We must all along assume, that the soul in Christ, 
which had returned back to the pure being of the voii~, had made itself 
like to the fallen souls, only in order to their recovery, - had appro
priated to itself an outward yeil of psychical being, and entered into the 
contracted sphere and divided being of the psychical life, for the pur
pose of conducting it back again to that higher unity. And in truth 
we might find some confirmation of this view in the language of Ori
gen.2 But when we haye once assumed the necessity of such a pro

1 OIJlCETL pivtc .pm ;, t1W8Ett1a "'v;r~. 2 TuXa yilp nrot; 'I1]t1oV 1f;vx1;lv TV eavrile 
Et1TtJL, Iln oiJ/c tt1TtJL 1/tVri. De princip. I. II. ruyxuvovt1a TEAfdiT1]Tt I:v {jfii> Kal r';' lrA1]pi.J. 
e. 8, \ 3. So he says. 1\8 an encouragement flaTt ~v fKfl8ev l~fA1]'),v8vla, r';' U1fEt1TUA8at 
to martyrdom: EI {jO..oflF.V n,,"'" t1Wt1aL ~v UlrO TOii lrarpiJr, uviAaf3f ril t" rile Map[ar 
1/tV;riIv, iva av~v Ulro'M{3wf'EV "peiTTova t1w"a. In Joann. T. XX. § 18. 
~rir, f'l'PTllptc,> u'/rOA.£t1wp.t1J avTtv. Ad 
Martyr. till. 

VOL. I. 54 
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cedure in .the case of. ~he soul of Christ, whie~ had returned back to 
the pure hfe of the spmt, the reason grounded ill the connection of on. 
gen's ideas immediately disappears, which compelled us to 8Upposethat 
the intelligence which the Logos had received into such a fellowBhip 
with himself, must also have shared in the general defection of the crea.. 
turc. It is evident now, that Origen might have so conceived the mat. 
ter, as to suppose this intellii?ence to be .one which from .th? beginning 
had not become a soul by fallmg, but whICh had only assImilated itself 
to the fallen souls by a voluntary humiliation. We should thus be forced 
to the other view, which in many respects would better harmonize with 
the system of Origen. It would now be quite consistent that this intel. 
ligence, which had ever persevered in the original unity, should, on this 
very account, deserve to be appropriated by the Logos, as an organ 
indissolubly united with himself, for the purpose of extending the re
demption, which it did not need itself, to other beings who were in need 
of it. This view is confirmed when we find Origen distinguishing this 
intelligence above all others, as one which from the beginning of the cre
ation had ever remained inseparably united with the Logos,l- where, til 
be sure, we must understand by the creation, the original one, and not that 
which was first occasioned by the fall. Accordingly, be could designate 
this spirit as one which, free from all contact with the corporeal world,ever 
lived in the contemplation of the intelligible world, (the KO/Jpnr V01/ror,) 
the latter being identical with the Logos; 2 for with the defection from 
the original unity, is also supposed, according to Origen's doctrine, some 
contact or other with the corporeal world. Thus Christ might be said 
to be without sin, in a sense in which no other creature could, since that 
intelligence had never been touched by evil.s Although, by virtue of 
the creaturely mutable will, it was, like all others, subject to be tempted 
to evil, yet since it stood this test where the others fell, it attained, by 
its unalterable submission to the Logos, to a divine life exalted above 
all temptation to evil; and what was originally the work of its free will, 
now became a second nature.4 Yet Origen, in saying this, meant by no 
means to assert, that the soul, when arrived at such an immutable st&te 
of the divine life, dispensed with the free will belonging to ita own 
essence; for so indeed, as must certainly have been his opinion on the 
principles he held, this essence would itself be annihilated. He a&

1 Ab initio creaturre et deinccps insepara omnem naturam reeepisse malum, id est 
biliter ei inlucrens. De princip. I. II. c. 5. malam effect am. L. e. J. 1. c. 8, § 3. As 
p. 	 the translation of Rufinus cannot be per

2 In Joann. T. XIX. § 5 j ed Lomm. T. fectly relied on we should not ventm-e to 
II. p. 188. make use of th;se words, to determine whal 

a In Joann. T. XX. § 25. was the opinion of Oi'igen, unless what we 
4 Quod in arbitrio erat pORitnm, longi usus would proye from them might he gath~ 

affectu jam yersum in nalnram. De prin also from his general train and ?JDnectlOD 
cipiis, I. II. c. 5, § 5. 'Ve may now refer of thought, as it has been shown 10 the texl 
also 10 those words of Origen, in which he that it may. But in order to make every 
expressly guards against a conclusion which thin'" in Orin-en harmonize, we must sup' 
possibly might be drawn from his doctrine j pose~also th~t he did not always use the 
viz. that every rational creature must neces '!'VXT}' in the same sense but sometimes In a 

r 	 , h' 't orsarii.'!, lit some time or other, succumb to the morc general sense, to denote t ~ SPU1. • 
temptation to sin. Sed non continuo, quia intelligence generally, and so~et~m~ m 
dicimus, nullam esse creaturam, qnre non more limited sense, in contradistinctillll to 
poBsit recipere malum, idcireo eonfirmamur, \ltW~ or 1t'VeVl'-a. 



O'RIGEN. 639 

cribed to this soul, even after the incarnation of Christ, a self-deter
mining power,l- though persisting in union with the 'lrVrop.a, and thereby 
with the Logos. But here, if we examine into the connection of his 
ideas, the question will come up, how, supposing he conceived this soul 
to be one which had already attained to such perfection, he could still 
admit of any human development in Christ, in his earthly existence
how this in his case would be anything else than a mere appearance. 
And yet he believed he could fully receive the entire narrative in Luke 
2: 40, relating to the progressive development of the child Jesus; and 
he considered this progress as having its ground in the free will of 
Christ.2 But there was a similar difficulty, according to Origen's doc
trine, with regard to the earlier, conscious, personal existence of the 
soul generally, in the case of every human development. 

We have to mention one other particular point, in which the connec
tion between Origen's doctrine concerning man, and his doctrine con
cerning Christ, is very clearly exhibited. Holding it as a general prin
ciple, that the character of the instrument or organ given it as a body, 
corresponded exactly to the work of each soul, which stamped on it the 
form and pressure of its own peculiar essence, he applied the same prin
ciple to the relation between the body and soul of Christ. The most 
exalted of all souls was veiled in the most glorious of all bodies;
only this glory was, during its earthly existence, still hidden - broke 
forth on such individuals as were capable of receiving it only at indi
vidual moments - fore-tokening what should one day appear. By virtue 
of Christ's exaltation to heaven, this body, - a thought perfectly har
monizing with Origen's doctrine of matter, already described as an 
element in itself undetermined and capable of endless modification of 
form, - this body is now freed from all the defects and limitations 
of the earthly existence, transfigured to an ethereal character, more 
nearly akin to the essence of the Spirit and of the divine life.s 

By this exposition of Origen's theory, one difficulty which must have 
struck reflecting minds in considering the doctrine of the incarnation of 
the Logos, though many never became conscious of it, was removed;
the difficulty, to wit, of conceiving how the divine Logos could become 
united with a human body; how the purely human nature could be 
transferred to him. This difficulty now vanished, since it was assumed, 
that the Logos did not directly appropriate to himself the body, but that 
he appropriated to himself the soul as his natural organ. Thus it was 
made possible, also, to conceive of everything that belongs to human 
nature existing in Christ unalloyed. But, in place of the former, an
other difficulty now arose; - namely, to conceive how the unity of 
Christ's person and life could be maintained, in this combination with 
a human soul persevering in its own individuality. We have seen in 
what way Origen supposed that it 'Was possible to surmount this diffi

1 By the if 1]plv n,r Vrox~r. In Matth. 8 See c. eels. I. I. c. 32; I. II. c. 23; I. III. 
T. XIII. ~ 26; ed. Lomm. p. 257. c. 42; I. IV. c. 15; I. VI. c. 75, et seqq. On 

t L. c.: 'Or yap il( TOO i~' ;,plv n,r Vroxiir the ubiquity of the glorified body of Christ, 
ailTOO I,v ;, tv (1O</>i~ 7r{XII(Mrr, I(at XGpm, oVTtur see in Matth. T. IV. f. 887, ed. de Iii Rue. 
ICtJl tv 1]'AuciV-. By which last, Origen meana 
the ;'},lI(.iu 7rVf1 IP.UTLK',. 
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culty alSO. Yct this view of ~he matter seems t;> have given umbrage 
to many, and he drew upon hImself the accusatIOn from such persollS 
that, like many of the Gnostics, he distinguished from each other ~ 
superior and an inferior Christ, or a Jesus and a Ghri8t; or tha.t he 
represented Jesus as a mere man, who differed from other men only in 
possessing a higher degree of fellowship with thc Logos, and therefore 
only in degree. l Thus we see here, also, the germ of a controversy 
which reached into the following period. 

As it regards the work of Christ as the Redeemer of mankind, we 
find already in the language used by the church fathers on this point, in 
the period undcr consideration, all the clements which lie at the basis 
of the doctrine as it afterwards came to be defined in the church
elements grounded in the Christian consciousness itself, and indicating 
how Christ manifested himself to the religious feelings and to the intui. 
tions thence resulting, as a deliverer from sin and its consequences, a 
restorer of harmony in the moral order of the universe, a bestower of 
divine life to human nature. But on this point no antagonisms were as 
yet presentcd, by which men would be constrained to distinguish and 
separate more accurately what lay in their conceptions. We, for the 
most part, hear only the language of immediate religious feeling and 
intuition; and hence, in comparing the expressions of these church· 
teachers with the later doctrines of the church, men were liable to err 
on both sides, in ascribing to them more, and in finding in them less, 
than they really contained. 

The doctrine of redemption has a negative and a positive moment: the 
former relates to the removing of the disturbance introduced into the mo
ral order of the universe, the raising-up ofhumarrity out of its schism with 
God ;-the second, to the glorifying or rendcring godlike of human nature 
when delivered from this schism. As it respects the first, there was here 
presented in particular a certain peculiarity in the mode of thinking, 
which, as we see it expressed under different modifications in men of 
the most diverse principles and tendencies, - in a Marcion, an Irenoous, 
and an Origen, - we may consider as a more general expression of the 
Christian consciousness of this period. It is this idea: Satan hitherto 
ruled mankind, over whom he had acquired a certain right, because 
the first man full under the temptation to sin, and was thereby ~ro~ght 
under servitude to the evil one. God did not deprive him of thlS nght 
by force, but caused him to lose it in a way strictly conformable to law. 
Satan attempted to exercise the same power which he had thus far ex· 
ercised over mankind, on Christ, a perfectly holy being, meaning to treat 
him like the others, as a man in all respects the same with them; but 
here his power was baffled, and he must find himself overmatch~. 
Christ, being perfectly holy, could not remain subject to the death which 
Satan, by means of sin, had brought on mankind. By him, the repre

1 See the Apology of Pamphilus in behalf siders it necessary to guard agai~st any such 
of Origen, T. IV. f. 35, and several of the misinterpretation of his doctnne j as, for 
passages above cited, in reference to his doc. instance, in Matth. T. XVI. § 8, tow~~e 
trine on the union of the Logos with the end, where he adds: IIMv m,pepw " 
soul in Christ, - ~n which passages he con· -rOV '171I1o;;v &11"0 TOO Xplt1TOO. 
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sentative of human nature, the latter has been delivered, on grounds of 
reason and justice, from the dominion of Satan - he has no more claims 
upon it. l Marcion simply transferred, as we have seen above, that 
which in the church view of the matter was true of Satan, to the Demi
urge. At the bottom of this whole theory, lies the idea of a real objec
tive might, which the ungodly principle m humanity, that had made 
itaelf a slave to that power, had acquired, and of a real, objective over
coming of this might, the redemption, as a legal process in the history 
of the world, corresponding to the requisitions of the moral order of 
the universe. We ought here surely to distinguish the inadequate form, 
in which the idea at bottom has enveloped itself, from this idea itself. 

Combined with this negative moment, we find in Irenreus the positive 
one, in which the original picture of humanity is represented in a per
fectly holy life, and in the communication to it of a divine life, which 
should sanctify and refine it in all the stages of its development. His 
ideas, dispersed through his writings, amount, when we bring them to
gether, to what follows: "Only the Word of the Father himself could 
declare to us the Father; and we could not learn from him, unless the 
teacher himself had appeared among us. Man must become used to 
receive God into himself, God must become used to dwell in humanity. 
The Mediator betwixt both must once more restore the union between 
both, by his relationship to both; he must pass through every age, in 
order to sanctify every age, in order to restore the perfect likeness with 
God, which is perfect holiness.2 In a human nature which was like to 
that burdened with· sin, he condemned sin, and then banished it, as a 
thing condemned, out of human nature, Rom. 8: 3; but he required 
men to become like him. Men were the prisoners of the evil one, of 
Satan; Christ gave himself a ransom for the prisoners. Sin reigned 
over us, who belonged to God; God delivered us, not by force, but in 
a way of justice, inasmuch as he redeemed those who were his own. If 
he had not, as man, overcome the adversary of man; if the enemy had 
not been overcome in the way of justice; and, on the other hand, if he 
had not, as God, bestowed the gift of salvation, we should not have that 
gift in a way which is secure. And if man did not become united with 
God, he could have no share in an imperishable life.3 It was through 
the obedience of one man that many must become jnstified, and obtain 
salvation; for eternal life is the fruit of justice. The import of the 
declaration, that man is created in the image of God, had hitherto not 
been clear,. for the Logos was as yet invisible. Hence man too easily 

1 This is what Irenreus refers to, when he 
says (\. V. c. 1): Rationabiliter redimens 
nos, redemplionem semetip.um dedit pro 
his, qui in c.aptivitatcm duet; sunt. Et, quo
niam inju.te dominabatur nobis apostasia, 
et, cum nlltura essemus Dei omnipotenti., 
alienavit nos contnl naturnm, suos proprios 
faciens di.cipulos, potens in omnibus Dei 
verhum et non "efidens in sua justitia, juste 
etiam adversus ipsam con versus est aposta
siam; non cum vi, sed secundum suadelam, 

tri; sed secundum 8uBdelam, qllemBdmo
dum decebat Deum suadentem, et non vim 
infcrentem, accipere qure vellet, ut ncque 
quod justum est confringcrctur, ncque an
tiqua pla~matio Dei deperiret. 

" See the rem"rks on " former page re
specting the "elation of the dl(wv to the 
0/loiw(ju; TO;' {hoi;. 

g The communication of (\ di"ine life to 
mankind through Christ, the lvwa'!," 'Il"POr 
utf>,'fapaiav. 

quellladmodum ilia initio domiuabatur n08- l Two ideas are here to be taken together; 
54· 

http:semetip.um
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lost his likeness with God. But when the Logos became man he lei 
the seal to both. He truly revealed that image, by becoming hlmself 
that which was his image; and he exhibited incontestably the' likene~ 
of man to God, by making man like to God, who is invisible." 1 

In Irenmus, the sufferings of Christ are represented aa having a 
necessary connection with the rightful deliverance of man from the 
power of Satan. The divine justice is here displayed, in allowing even 
Satan to have his due. Of satisfaction done by the sufferings of 
Christ to the divine justice, as yet not the slightest mention is to be 
found; but doubtless there is lying at bottom the idea of a perfect ful. 
filmcnt of the law by Christ; of his perfect obedience to the holiness of 
God in its claims to satisfaction due to it from mankind. But in Justin 
Martyr may be recognized the idea of a satisfaction rendered by Christ 
through suffering, - at least lying at the bottom, if it is not clearly 
unfolded and held fast in the form of conscious thought; for Justin 
says: 2 "The law pronounced on all men the curse, because no man 
could fulfil it, in its whole extent (Deut. 27: 26). Christ delivered us 
from this curse, in bcaring it for us." I1is train of thought here can 
be no other than this: Crucifixion denotes curse, condemnation: no
thing of that sort could touch Christ, the Son of God, the Holy One: 
in reference to himself, this was only in appearance.3 The significancy 
of this curse related to mankind, who were guilty of violating the law, 
and hence involved in condemnation. Christ, in suffering, took this 
condemnation resting on mankind, upon himself, in order to free man· 
kind from it. The jor, in this case, passes naturally over to the in8tead. 
The author of the letter to lJiognetlts thus brings together the active 
and the passive satisfaction, yet with predominant reference to the for
mer, when he reduces the whole to the love of God, which in itself re
quired no reconciliation, and was itself the author of the reconciliation: 
" God, the Lord and Creator of the universe, is not only full of love to 
roan, but full of long-suffering. Such he ever was and is, and such he 
will ever continue to be; - supremely kind, without anger, true, the 
alone good. He conceived a vast and ineffable counsel, which ~e 
communicated to none but his Son. So long as he reserved thiS 
as a hidden counsel in his own mind, he seemed to have no con· 
cern for us. He left us, during the ages past, to follow our lusts ~t 
will, not as though he could have any pleasure at all in our sins, but ill 
order that we, having in the course of that time, by our own works, 
proved ourselves unworthy of life, might be made worthy by the grace 
of God; and that we, having shown our own inability to enter into the 
kingdom of God, might be enabled to do so by the power of God. But 
when thc measure of our sins had become full, and it had been made 

one, which we find already in Philo, that pignus filii, qui homo futu;us cmior et 
man, 3., the imag:e of God, was created after verior. Tcrtul!. de carne Chnstl, c. 6 j adv. 
the im!\gc of the Logos; the other, that God Praxcam, c. 12. rd 
desig-ned to reprc.ent in the person of the 1 Vir!. Iren. !. III. c. 20, Massuet. (aeeo 
God-man, as the originnl type of humanity, ing to others, 22) j I. III. c. 18 (20),31 j I. V. 
thc idcal of the entire human nature. Limus c.16. C I 
iIIe jam tum imagincm inrlucns Christi futuri 2 Dial. c. Tryph. J ud. c. 30, f. 322. Ed. o. 
in Cltl"nC, non tantum Dci opus, sed et 8 ll.oKoiil1a lCaTapa. f. 317. 
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perfectly manifest that punishment and death were ready to be our 
reward, he neither hated us nor spurned us, but showed us his long
suffering. He even took upon himself our sins, he even gave his own 
Son a. ransom for us, the Holy One for sin; for what else would cover 
our sins but his righteousness? " 

According to the connection of ideas which has just been exhibited 
18 peculiar to Origen, the highest end of the earthly appearance and 
ministry of Christ is to represent that divine activity of the Logos, 
which, without being confined to any limits of time or spacc, aims to 
puriry and restore fallcn beings. Accordingly, all his actions possess a 
higher symbolical import, to master which is the grea,t problem of the 
Gnosie; but thereby, as is shown in the case of his miracles, the saving 
effect which they are calculated of themselves to produce, is by no 
DleaDS excluded; and in this way he could also appropriate to himself 
what was contained in the consciousness of all Christians, relative to 
the redeeming sufferings of Christ. We find here a great deal which 
he could not have been led to adopt by the general ideas of his system, 
unless he had been first led to such a conviction in some other way, in
dependent of his system. To speak of a feeling of sin, a sense of 
being forsaken of God, in the case of the soul of Christ, which he re
garded as perfectly holy, exalted above all contact with evil, is what he 
could find no ground or reason for in the speculative ideas of his sys
tem. But in many of the facts of the gospel history he came to per
ceive such a connection between Christ and the whole spiritual life 
of humanity estranged from God, by virtue of which connection Christ 
(elt its trespass as his own, - and what no conception could grasp, he 
wa.s enabled to construe to himself by an intuition springing out of the 
inmost depth of his being. Thus could he affirm of Christ, that which 
is intelligible only to him. who is at home in, and familiar with, the world 
of Christian consciousness: "He bore in himself our infirmities, and 
carried our sorrows; the infirmities of the soul, and the sorrows of the 
inner man ; on account of which sorrows and infirmities, which he bore 
.way from us, he says that his soul is troubled and full of anguish;" 1 

and in another place: "This man, the purest among all creatures, 
died for mankind; he who took on himself our sins and infirmities, 
because he could take on himself and destroy the sins of the whole 
world." 2 , 

Origen believed that by a hidden law, pertaining to the moral order 
of the universe, the self-sacrifice of a perfectly holy being must serve 
to cripple the power of evil, and to free therefrom the beings subjected 
to it. He found proof of this in the prevailing belief of mankind, that 
innocent individuals, by a voluntary sacrifice of themselves, had saved 
whole populations and cities from threatening calamities.s It was not 
to God, but to Satan, that the ransom for those held in captivity 
by him was paid; according to the prevailing views of this period, 

1 With reference to Isa. 58: 4, 5. Aj,Tbr lJ'P' ~pi:nI ".tp1AV7TOV fxuv rilv .pvti)v 0flOMyrl 
l/3at1Tat1e a~t:V(iar TUr ~ ""'x~r /(a~ v6aovr /(a~ TeTYl(1f1:ypi1l7llJ. In Joann. T. II. t 21. 
ric TOG ICptI'IrTOiJ T~ /(apdiar ;,p£Jv lJri".,,,.oo, I L. c. T. XXVIII. ~ 14. 
di,' Or iJtn9f:Vtiar nl 1i6owr f1ar1T'f.u1ar aj,TUr • L. c. T. VI. ~ 34; T. XXVIII. t 14. 
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which have been already explained. In lighting upon this holy soul 
which could not be held in the bonds of death, the power of Satan IDll8t 
necessarily be broken.1 

The peculiar manner of Christ's death serves to satisfy him that it 
proceeded from an act wholly voluntary. He died at the precise point 
of time when he chose to die, not succumbing to an outward force like 
those whose limbs were broken. From this circumstance, he ende~vors 
to explain the unusual suddenness of his death.2 

A necessary connection between redemption and sanctification was 
involved in the whole Christian mode of contemplating the work of re
demption, and the nature of the union with Christ. We need only 
make clear to ourselves the relation of the conceptions which here 
grew out of the Christian consciousness, to perceive that this W3.'! so. 

Godlike life and a holy life - these were inseparable notions at the 
Christian point of view. Both were comprehended in one in the notion 
of a</li1apIJia, immortal life. Now the Logos was regarded 3.'! the source 
of this life; Christ, as the appearance of the Logos in humanity; as 
the Mediator of this higher life to human nature; as the one through 
whom, in every stage of its development, it became pervaded and reno 
dered holy by such a divine life. By the faith in Christ, by baptism, 
each individual became incorporated into the fellowship with Christ, 
and consequently penetrated by this divine life, the principle of holi
ness. Christ was understood to be the destroyer of Satan's kingdom, 
and to this kingdom was reckoned everything partaking of the nature 
of sin. It was by becoming united to Christ through faith, that each 
was bound to make this triumph of Christ over Satan's kingdom his 
own. Hence the Christian was converted from a miles Satanre into a. 
miles Christi.3 Moreover, the idea of the universal priesthood of all 
Christians had its root in this conviction. 

We may here introduce a few examples, to illustrate how some of the 
church-teachers conceived this connection between redemption and 
sanctification, faith and life. Clement, bishop of Rome, after h~vin~ 
emphatically borne his testimony to the truth, that no man can be Justi
fied by his own righteousness and his own works, but that every man 
must be justified by the grace of God and by faith alone, goes on ro 
say: - " What are we to do, then, my brethren? Shall we be weary 
in well-doing, and leave off charity? The Lord forbid that this should 
ever be done by us; but let us, with unremitted zeal, strive to accom
plish all the good we can; for the Creator and Lord of all takes pleas
ure in his own works." 4 The author of the letter to Diognet remarks, 
after the beautiful passage above cited concerning the redemption: 
" With what joy wilt thou be filled, when thou hast come to the knowl
edge of this; and how wilt thou love Him who so much earlier loved 

1 TiVI Mwce ri;v 1f;vx~v avmv 1.V.pOV cLVTt 2 'O~ {3a(Jl?iw~ KaTaAmOvTOr T~ ai.Jp.a ~al 
?rOAAWV; ov oq T0 {J'i;J" p~Tt QllV T0 1WVllpw; tv'ry~IJavTo~ peru Ovvtll',wr Kat t~ovu'ar· 
OVTQ~ yap hpu.m 17PWV, lc.u; &'{Jy TO 'nrrp In Joann. T. XIX. § 4; ed. Lomm. T. II. 
nflwv aVTi;) AViPOV, 1] rov 'I1)O'ov .pv;r.r;, U1raT1/~ p. 172. In Matth. Lat. ed. Lomm. T.IV. 
rl€vn, IJf dvvaflivcp avri;r; Kvpu:V(Jat., Kat OVX p. 73, et seqq. 
OpWVTt OTt ov <pipet ri;v lrrt 1'0 KaTiXtLv 8 See vol. I. p. 309. 
avri;v f3fc"avov. In :Mauh. T. XVI. § 8. ~ Vid. ep. I. ad Corinth. ~ 32, 33. 
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thee! But if thou lovest him, thou wilt be an imitator of his good
ness." lreDlllus thus draws the contrast between that voluntary obedi
ence which flows from faith, and the slavish obedience under the law: 
"The law, which was given to bondmen, disciplined the soul by means 
of outward and sensible things, dragging it, as it were, with chains to 

. the obedience of its commands; but the Word, which sets us free, in
culcated a voluntary cleansing of the soul, and thereby of the body. 
After this lBs been done, the chains of bondage, to which man had 
become inured, must indeed be removed, and he must follow God with
out chains. But the requisitions of freedom must extend all the 
further, and obedience to the King must become a fuller obedience; 
so that no one should turn back again, and prove himself unworthy of 
his Deliverer; for he has not freed us that we might go away from him; 
since no one that forsakes the fountain of all good, which is with the 
Lord, can by himself find the food of salvation; but he has freed us for 
this, tha.t the more we have obtained, the more we might love him. To 
follow the Saviour is the same as to partake of salvation, and to follow 
the light is the same as to partake of the light." 1 

But as the confounding of the Jewish with the Christian point of 
view, and the consequent outward and material way of conceiving 
spiritual things, Wag found to be the main cause of the corruption of 
the Christian consciousness generally, so the influence of this disturb
ing element is discernible also in the prevailing notion of faith. By 
degrees, that view of it which the A postle Paul had set forth in opposi
tion to the Jewish principle, became more and more obscured, and 
instead thereof appeared the Jewish notion of a certain faith on out
ward authority; not one which was suited to produce out of itself, 
through a necessary inner connection, all the fruits of the Christian 
life, but one which was only to draw after it, in an outward way, by 
means of new moral precepts and new motives addressed to the under
standing, the new habits of Christian living. We have already noticed, 
how this notion of faith led to the undervaluing of the stage of mere 
faith (trttrT'f) among the Gnostics, and in part among the Alexandrians 
a.Iso; and how the reaction of Marcion tended to the re-establishment 
of the Pauline view. But to the material and outward conception of 
faith, on this side, was united also a material and outward conception 
of the system of morals, which was rent from its inner connection with 
the system of faith; whence followed, side by side with an outward 
system of faith, a legal system of duties and good works, in which the 
ascetic element had by far the ascendancy over the assimilating princi
ple. And in connection with this, might arise the notion of asupererog
atory righteousness, a perfection surpassing the requisitions of the law, 
which strove to fulfil the so-called counsels of Christ, (concilii evange
lici,) by the renunciation of all earthly goods.2 

A great influence to confirm this outward and material view of faith 
must have been especially exerted, by the manner in which the fellow
ship of life with Christ, instead of being considered to flow from the 

1 Lib. IV. Co 13, 14. 2 See vol. I. p. 277. 
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inner appropriation of Christ alone, was made to depend on the out
ward mediation through the church - a point on which we have spoken 
already in the section relating to the church constitution. To this out
wa,rd mediation of the church belonged the sacraments. As the essen
tial character of the invisible and that of the visible church were not 
carefully discriminated, a little confusion of the divine thing and 
its outward sign must, from the same cause, take place in respect to the 
doctrine of the sacraments. This, in the case of baptis1nt is shown in 
the prevailing notion of a divine power which was imparted to the water 
and of a sensible union, brought about by means of it, with the whol; 
nature of Christ, for the deliverance of the entire spiritual and mate
rial nature of man. " As the dry wheat," says Irenreus, " cannot be
come one mass of dough and one loaf of bread without moisture, 80 

neither can we all become one in Christ without the water which is 
from heaven. And as the parched earth cannot yield fruit unless it 
receive moistur.e, so neither can we, who at first are but sapless wood, 
ever produce living fruit, without the rain which is freely poured out 
from above; for our bodies through baptism, but our souls through the 
Spirit, have obtained that communion with the imperishable essence."1 
Tertullian finely rema.rks, concerning the effects of baptism: 2 "When 
the soul attains to faith, and is transformed by the regeneration of 
water and the power from above, the covering of the old corruption 
having been removed, she beholds her whole light. She is received 
into the communion of the lIoly Spirit; and the soul which unites 
itself with the Holy Spirit is followed by the body, which is no longer 
the servant of the sonl, bllt becomes the servant of the Spirit." But 
even Tertullian did not understand here how to distinguish rightly be
tween the inward grace and the outward sign. In maintaining against 
a sect of the Cainites (see section second) the necessity of outward bap
tism, he ascribes to water a supernatural, sanctifying power. Yet we 
sec, even in the case of Tertllllian, the purely evangelical idea break
ing through this confusion of the inward with the outward, and directly 
contradicting it; as when he says, it is faitlt which in baptism obtains 
the forgiveness of sin; and when, in dissuading against haste in bap
tism, he remarks, that true faith, wherever present, is sure of salva
tion.a Even in the spiritual Clement of Alexandria we may discern 
tho influence of that outward and material conception of spiritual mat
ters, when he agroes with Hertnas 4 in thinking that the apostles per
formed in hades tho rite of baptism I) on the pious souls of the Old Tes
tament who had not been baptized. . 

W0 have alroad y, in tho history of the forms of worship, taken notice 
of the injurious practical consequences which resulted from this con
fusion of the inward grace and the outward sign in the case of bap

1 Lib, III. c. 17. The divine principle of 8 Fides integra secura de salute. 
life for soul and body in Christ, the ["",cnr 4 I,ib. III. S. IX. Fabric, Cod. apocryph.
"'po, u<f>&a(Jaiav, III. p. 1009. 

2 De anima, ('. 41. Compare above the 6 Strom. lib. II. f. 379. 
passage concerning the corruption of human 
nature. 
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tism. It was by confounding regeneration with baptism, and thus look
ing upon regeneration as a sort of charm completed at a stroke, by 
supposing a certain magical purification and removal of all sin in the 
act of baptism, that men were led to refer the forgiveness of sins ob
tained through Christ only to those particular sins which had been com
mitted previous to baptism; instead of regarding all this as something 
which, with the appropriation of it by faith, must go on developing 
itself through the whole of life. After this was presupposed, the ques
tion must have arisen, How are we to obtain forgiveness for the sins 
committed after baptism ~ And. the answer was: Although we have 
obtained once for all, by the merits of Christ, the means of satisfaction 
for the sins committed before baptism; yet, in order to make satisfaction 
for the sins after baptism, it is necessary that, in addition to thls, we 
should have recourse to voluntary exercises of penitence and to good 
works.l This mode of conception is clearly exhibited in the following 
words of Cyprian: 2 "When our Lord came, and had healed the 
wounds of Adam, he gave to the restored a law, bidding him sin no 
more, lest a worse evil should befall him. By the injunction of inno
cence, we were circumscribed to a narrow circle; and the frailty of hu
mall weakness would have been at a loss what to do, unless divine grace 
had once more come to its aid, and, pointing out to it the works of 
mercy, paved the way for it to secure salvation; so that we might 
cleanse ourselves from all the lingering remains of impurity by the 
practice of alms. The forgiveness of sin having been once obtained at 
baptism, we earn by constant exercise in well-doing, which is, as it were, 
a repetition of baptism, the divine forgiveness anew." Here, if we 
only add what was remarked on an earlier page on the subject of the 
sacerdotal absolution, we have the germ of the catholic doctrine re
specting the sacrament of penance. 

To the doctrine concerning the Lord's Supper, may be applied, in 
general, the same remarks which have been made in relation to the 
doctrine concerning baptism; but with this difference, that we may ob
serve three different grades in the outward and material conception of 
this ordinance. The most common representation was that which we 
find in Ignatius of Antioch,S in Justin Martyr, and in Iremeus. It is 
a. conception of it most nearly related to that view just noticed of bap
tism, as the means of a spiritual-corporeal communion with Christ. It 
was supposed, for instance, that as the Logos in Christ became man, 
80 here also he immediately appropriated to himself a body - this 
body, by virtue of the consecration, became united with the bread and 

1 See Tertullian's work, de pamitentia. 
This writer, it is true, brought over with 
him from his legal studies, the expression, 
aatiifactio, into the doctrine of repentance; 
yet we should not be warranted, on this ac
count, to ascribe to his legal habits of think
ing and conceiving, nay, we should not be 
warranted to ascribe to the ideas of any in
dividual, so great an influence on the pro
gress of error in the doctrinal notions of 
the church on this point; for, the rrpiAov 

",.Mor having been once established, all the 
consequences involved in it must of neces
sity unfold themseh'cs, especially as these 
consequences find so many points of at
tachment in human nature. 

2 De opere et eleemosynis. 
8 Hence, in Ignatius, cp. ad Ephes. c. 20, 

the holy supper is called: tpap(lalwv a~ava
aiar, aVTLOOTOV TOO (Ii; a7ro~avEiv, UllU e;pv 
Iv 'I1/a9 XptaTiiJ Otu ,raVTOr. 
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wi~e, and thus entered. into .the corporeal substa.nc~ of those partakers 
~f It, who thereby recClv~d mto themselves a prmcIple of imperishable 
life.l In the North-AfrIcan church, on the other hand, neither Ter
tullian nor Cyprian seems to have entertained the notion of any pene
tration of this sort. Bread and win.e were represented rather as sym. 
boIs of the body and blood of ChrIst, though not as symbols without 
efficacy. Spiritual communion with Christ at the holy supper wa.s 
made the prominent point; yet, at the same time, those that partook 
were supposed to come into a certain sanctifying contact with Christ's 
body.2 The practice of the North-African church shows, moreover 
that, according to the prevailing belief, a supernatural, sanctifymg 
power resided in the outward signs of the supper: hence the daily 
communion; 3 hence also the communion of infants in connection with 
infant baptism.4 The passage in John 6: 53 being incorrectly under· 
stood as referring to the outward sensible participation of the supper, 
the inference was dra,wn, that without this outward and sensible par
ticipation none could be saved; 5 as it had been inferred from the pas
sage in John 3 : 5, that none could be saved without outward baptism. 

By the Alexandrians, especially by Origen, the distinction was 
clearly drawn, in the doctrine concerning the sacraments, as through
out his entire system of belief, between the inner divine thing, the 
invisible spiritual agency of the Logos,6 and the sensible objects by 
which it is represented.7 "Outward baptism," says he, " considered 
as to its highest end, is a symbol of the inward cleansing of the soul 
through the divine power of the Logos, which is preparatory to the 
universal recovery ;- that commencing in the enigma and in the glaas 
darkly, which shall afterwards be perfected in the open vision, face to 
face; but at the same time, by virtue of the consecration pronounced 
over it, there is connected with the whole act of baptism a supernatural 
sanctifying power; it is the commencing point of gracious influences 
bestowed on the faithful, although it is so only for such as are fitted, 
by the disposition of their hearts, for the reception of those infiu
ences."8 

He makes the same distinction also in regard to the holy supper; 
separating what is called, in a figurative sense, the body of Christ,9 
from the true spiritual manducation of the Logos,lO- the more divine 

1 ThaL which distinguishes this mode of 
conceiving the matter from a later one, is, 
thaL the Christ who has ascended to heaven 
is not con,idered to be present here; but 
the Logos, in this case, directly produces for 
himself a body. This we find more dis
tinctly expressed, it is true, in the next fol
lowing period; but it lies at the basis of the 
following language of Justin: T~v &t' d)
xii, ?oyov TOV '!rap' aV10v evxaptf111]
{Jet aav TPD'f>~V, tf!, i), alpa Kat aupKer 
KaTa fLETG.,8oAijV rpEq>ovTCLL 7/fJ.i;;v, [f(l:;ivvv ToV 
(JapK01Wl1jliivTQ(; '17j't1oV Kat uupKa Kat alfLa 
Mwu:{191JPfV civa,. Apolog. 1. § 66. 

2 Tertull. c. Marc. I. IV. c. 40: corpus 
meum, i. e. figura corporis mei. De res. 
carn. c. B: anima de Deo saginatur. De 

orat. c. 6: The perpetuitas in C?risto, ~n
stant, spiritual fellowship with hIm, and m
dividuitas a corpore ejus. 

3 See vol. r. p. 332. 

4 See Cyprian. sermo de lapsis. 

5 See Cyprian. Testimonior. 1. III. c. 25. 

6 Compo above, what is said of t~e kr~ 


o1]pia almJ1]1i], and the tmo1J/Jia V01JT1/ Xpul
Toil. _,_ 

7 The VD1]TOV or 1f"VtvpaTl/(OV and the ""'" 
{J1]TfJV. 

8 See in Joann. T. VI. ~ I 7; in Matti!. 
T. XV. i 23. •. 

9 To f1{jfUl Xptf1TOV TV'!rtKOV Kat uv!430"" 
"Oll. 

10 The &A1]rJtvi) (3p{jat.r ToV MyOV. 
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promiBe,from the common understanding of the holy supper,- adapted 
to the capacities of the simple.1 The former refers to the spir
itual communication of the Word made flesh, which is the true 
heavenly bread of the soul. Of the outward slipper the worthy 
and the unworthy may partake alike; but not of that true heavenly 
bread; since otherwise, it could not have been said, that whoever eats 
this bread shall live for ever. Origen says therefore, that Christ in the 
true sense called his flesh and blood the word, which proceeds from the 
word, and the bread which proceeds from the heavenly bread
the living word of truth, by which he communicates himself to the souls 
of men; as the breaking of the bread and the distribution of the wine 
symbolize the multiplication of the word, by which the Logos commu
nicates himself to many souls. He supposed, moreover, that with the 
outward supper, as with outward baptism, there was connected a higher 
sanctifying influence by virtue of the consecrating words; yet in the 
sense, that nothing divine could be united with the earthly material 
signs, in themselves considered; and that, as in the case of baptism, 
none could participate in the higher influence, unless made susceptible 
of it by the inward disposition of the heart. As not that which enters 
into the mouth defiles the man,- though by the Jews it is considered 
unclean; so nothing which enters into the mouth sanctifies the man; 
though by the simple, the so-called bread of the Lord is supposed to 
possess a sanctifying power . We neither lose anything by failing to 
partake of the consecrated bread, by itself considered; nor do we gain 
anything by the bare partaking of that bread; but the reason why one 
man has less and another more, is the good or bad disposition of each 
individual. The earthly bread is by itself in no respect different from 
any other food. It was Origen's design here, no doubt, to controvert 
particularly the erroneous notions which attached to the supper a sort 
of magical advantage, independent of the disposition of the heart
notions which the other fathers also were far from entertaining; but 
yet, at the same time, his objections applied also to every representation 
which attached to the outward signs any higher importance or efficacy 
whatever, and even to those views which were received in the N orth
African Church.2 

It remains that we should speak of the prevailing ideas in this 
period, respecting the ultimate end of the whole earthly development 
of humanity. The teleological point of view was, in this regard, insep
arable from the Christian mode of contemplation. The kingdom of 
God, and each individual life thereto pertaining, was to be conducted 
onward to a completion: it was this certain prospect which formed the 
contrast between the Christian view of life, and the Pagan notion of a 
circle aimlessly repeating itself by a blind law of necessity. But the 
intermediate links of the chain, up to that ultimate end, were still hid~ 
den from the ken of contemplation: this belonged to the prophetic ele

1 The KDtVOTCpa 1rEP~ riir ,lixap'l1Ttar tKOO i Vid. Orig-en, Matth. T. XI. § 14 i in 
rl rolr a1rMvl1TCpotf and "anl rilv ihwrtpav Joann. T. XXXII. , 16 j in Matth. f. 898, 
t1rayycl.iav, corresponding to the two posi V.III.opp. 
tions of the rvwatr and of the 1rtI1Ttr. 
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mcnt, which must ever remain obscure till its fulfilment. To the e~ 
expectation of the pilgrim, as he cast a glance over the win~ 
of the way, the end appeared at first near at hand, which, the fatta.t 
he advanced, retreated to a greater distance. The signs in the course 
of history alone would shed more light on the darkness, which the LoN 
himself was unwilling to clear up by his prophetic intimations. 

The Christians were certainly convinced, that the church would come 
forth triumphant out of its conflicts, and, as it was its destination to be 
a world-transforming principle, would attain to the dominion of the 
world; but they were far from understanding at first the prophetic 
words of Christ intimating how the church, in its gradual evolutions, 
under natural conditions, was to be a salt and a leaven for all hlimall 
relations. They could at first, as we have before remarked, conceive 
of it no otherwise than this, that the struggle between the church &Ild 
the pagan state would endure till the triumph brought about from with· 
out, by the return of Christ to judgment. Now it was here that many 
seized hold of an image which had passed over to them from the Jim, 
a,nd which seemed to adapt itself to their own present situation,~the 
idea of a millennial reign, which the Messiah was to set up on earth 
at the end of the whole earthly course of the world, where all the 
righteous of all times should live together in holy communion. As the 
world had been created in six days, and, according to Psalm 90 : 4\ a 
thousand years in the sight of God is as one day, so the world Willi! to 
continue in its hitherto condition for six thousand years, and end with a 
thousand years of blessed rest corresponding to the sabbath. In the 
midst of persecutions, it was a solace and a support to the Christians, to 
anticipate that even upon this earth, the scene of their sufferings, the 
church was destined to triumph in its perfected and glorified state. As 
the idea was held by many, it contained nothing in it which was un
christian. They framed to themselves a spiritual idea of the happiness 
of this period, perfectly corresponding with the essence of the gospel; 
conceiving under it nothing else than the universal dominion of the 
divine will, the undisturbed and blissful reunion of the whole commu
nity of the saints, and the restoration of harmony between a sanctified 
humanity and all nature transfigured irJo its primitive innocence.1 

But the crass images, too, under which the earthly Jewish mind had 
depicted to itself the blessings of the millennial reign, had in part 
passed over to the Christians. Phrygia, the natural home of a Bensu~, 
enthusiastic religious spirit, was inclined to the diffusion also of thlB 
grossly conceived Chiliasm. There, in the first half of the second cen· 
tury, lived Papias, bishop of the church in Hierapolis ; a man, it is true, 
of sincere piety, but, as appears from the fragments of his writings, and 
from the accounts which we have of him, of a very narroW mind .and 
easy credulity. He collected from oral traditions, certain narrative!! 
concerning the life and sayings of Christ and of the apostles; 2 and 
among these he received a great deal that was misconceived and un

1 So Barnabas, c. 15. 
2 In his book, ~.6y(,)v J<vP,a/,,;w t~riJr;"r, receive tales of the marvellous, hi\!! beel1 

from which a fragment on Judas Iscariot, published in J. A. Cramer Catena In ACIl 
which serves to illustrato his propensity to Aposrolorum. Oxon. 1838, pllg. 12. 
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tne. Thus by his me&ns were diffused abroad many strange, fantas
tio ima.gea of the enjoyments to be expected in the thousand-years' 
reign. The injurious cOl18equence of all which was, to foster among 
Christians the taste for a. grOSiJ sen'lual happiness, inc6mpatible with the 
spirit of the gospel, and to give birth among the educated heathens to 
many a predjudice against Christianity.! 

But he who knows anything about the hidden depth of the spiritual 
life, in which religion has its seat and its laboratory, will be cautious 
how he pronounces judgment, from such appearances on the surface, 
against the entire religion of a certain period, in which these disturb
ing mixtures of a sensuous element were still to be found, when in such 
a man as Iren:~us we find vital Christianity and an exalted idea of the 
blessedness of fellowship with God, united with these strange subordi
nate notions. The thousand-years' reign he regarded as only a pre
paratory step for the righteous, who were there to be trained for a more 
exalted heavenly existence, for the full manifestation of the divine 
glory.lI 

Wha.t we have just said, however, is not to be so understood as if 
Chiliasm had ever formed a part of the general cl'eed of the church. 
Our sources of information from different parts of the church, in these 
early times, are too scanty, to enable us to say anything on this point 
with certainty and positiveness. Wherever we meet with Chiliasm, in 
Pa.pills, Irenreus, Justin Martyr, everything goes to indicate that it 
was diffused from one country and from a single fountain-head. We 
perceive a difference in the case of those churches where originally an 
anti.Jewish tendency prevailed; as in the church at Rome (see above.) 
We find subsequently in Rome an anti-Chiliast tendency. Might not 
this have existed from the first, and only have been called out more 
openly by the opposition to Montanism? The same may be said also 
c4 &1l anti-Chiliast tendency which Irenreus combats, and which he ex
pl9ll1ly distinguishes from the common anti-Chiliastic tendency of Gnos
ticism. It was natural, however, that the zealots for Chiliasm should in 
the outset be disposed to represent all opposition to it as savoring of 
Oaosticism. a 

Two causes cooperated to bring about the general suppression of 
Chilium: on the one hand, the opposition to Montanism; on the other, 
the influence of th£ spirit proceeding from the Alexandrian school. AI 
the Monta.nists laid great stress upon the expectations connected with 
the millennium, and although their conception of it was by no means 
grouly sensual,' yet as they contributed, by their enthusiastic visions, 
to spread many fantastic pictures of the things which were then to hap
pen,'" the whole doctrine of Chiliasm by this means lost its reputation • 

I Viet. Orig. Select. in T. f. 1110. T. II. • Tertllllian, at least, places the happinlllll 
!ren. \. V. c. 3li: Creseentea ex: visione of the milJennial reign m the enjoyment of 

Domini et per ipsum IISsuescent capcre all manner of spiritual blessings, spiritalia 
glori&lll Dei et enOl laneDI angelis oonver bona. 
eationem. - ]>auUiUiql IliSWlllcent C4pere ~ Of the wonderful city, (or instance, tho 
Deum. Co 32. heavenly JeruMalem, which should come 

• Iren. I. V. c. 32: Transferuntur quorun down from above. See TcrtuIlian. 
dam leD&entiJe ab h.ereticia se1"lD&Nlilllu. 

I 
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An anti-Chiliast party, which' had sprung up doubtless before were 
thus presented with an opportunity of pushing home their attack;' and 
the more zealous opponents of Montanism seem to have combated this 
error in connection with the other Montanistic doctrines. Caius a. 
presbyter of Rome, in his controversial tract against the Montacist 
Proclus, endeavored to stigmatize Chiliasm as a heresy set afloat by the 
detested Gnostic, Cerinthus; and it is not improbable, though not 
wholly certain, that he considered the Apocalypse as a book which had 
been interpolated by the latter, for the express purpose of giving cur' 
rency to this doctrine. 

Next, the more intellectual and scientific direction of the Alexan
drian school, which had so great an influence generally in spiritualizing 
the system of faith, must have contribute<l also to spiritualize the ideas 
concerning the kingdom of God and of Christ. Origen in particular 
was a zealous combatant of these sensual notions of the millennium, and 
sought after a different explanation of those passages of the Old and 
New Testament, on which the Chiliasts depended, and all of which they 
took in the most literal sense_ Add to this, that the allegorical method 
of interpretation, peculiar to the Alexandrian school, was generally in 
direct opposition to the grossly literal interpretations of the Chiliasts_ 
The moderate Alexandrians, who were no friends to expurgatory criti
cism, did not reject the Apocalypse at once, as an unchristian book, 
with a view to deprive the Chiliasts of this important support; -they 
only combated the literal interpretation of it. It was natural, how
ever, that the spirit of the Alexandrian school did not so easily spread 
from Alexandria into the other districts of Egypt, which, in point of 
intellectual cultivation, fell so far behind that flourishing seat of the sci
ences. Nepos, a pious bishop, belonging to the nome of Arsenoe in 
Egypt, was a devoted friend of this sensual Chiliasm; and wrote in de
fence of it a book against the Alexandrian school, entitled, a Refutation 
of the Allegorists ; 1 in which probably he set forth a theory of Chili· 
asm in accordance with his own anti-allegorical method of decyphering 
the Apocalypse. This book seems to have found great favor with the 
clergy and laity in the above-mentioned district_ Great mysteries and 
disclosures of future events were supposed to be found here; and many 
engaged with more zeal in the study of the book and theory of Nepos, 
than in that of the bible and its doctrines_ By their zeal for these 
favorite opinions, which had no connection whatever with the essence of 
the gospel, men were led astray, as usually happens, from that which con
stitutes the main element of practical Christianity, the spirit of love. 
They affixed the charge of heresy on those who would not embrace 
these opinions; and matters went so far, that whole churches sepa
rated themselves, on this account, from their communion with the 
mother church at Alexandria_ A country priest, named Coracion, took 
the lead of this party, after the death of Nepos. Had the bishop J?io
nysius of Alexandria now been disposed to exercise his ecclesiastlCal 
authority, had he condemned the erroneous dogma by an absolute de
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cree, such a. proceeding would have laid the foundation of a lasting 
schism; and Chiliaam, which it was intended to crush by words of au
thority, would in all probability have become only the more fanatical. 
But Dionygius, that worthy disciple of the great Origen, showed in this 
case, how charity, moderation, and the true spirit of liberty, which 
dwells only with love, can accomplish what exceeds the power of force 
or of law. Not, like others, forgetting the Christian in the bishop, he 
was moved by the love of souls to repair in person to those churches. 
He called together those of the parochial clergy who supported the 
opinions of Nepos, and, moreover, allowed all laymen of the churches, 
who were longing after instruction on these points, to be present at the 
interview. The book of Nepos was produced; for three days the bishop 
disputed with those pastors over the contents of the book from'lIlorn to 
eve; he patiently listened to all their objections, and endeavored to 
&nSwer them from the scriptures; he entered fully into the explanation 
of every difficulty, taking the scriptures as his guide; and as the 
issue of the whole - a result which had seldom before followed theo
logical disputations - the clergy thanked him for his instructions, and 
Coracion himself honestly recanted, in the presence of all, his former 
views, and declared himself convinced of the soundness of the opposite 
doctrine. This happened in the year 255.1 

Dionysius, having thus restored the unity of faith among his own 
churches, wrote, for the purpose of confirming those who had been con
vinced by his arguments, and for the instruction of others, who still 
held fast to the opinions of Nepos, his work on the Promises.2 In this 
instance also, the Christian gentleness and moderation with which he 
speaks of Nepos is well worthy of notice. "On many accounts," says 
lie, " I esteemed and loved Nepos; - on account of his faith, his untir
ing diligence, his familiar acquaintance with the holy scriptures; and 
on account of the great number of church hymns composed by him, 
which to this day are the delight of many of the brethren.8 And the 
more do I venerate the man, because he has already entered into his 
rest. But dear to me, 'and prized above all things else, is the truth. 
We must love him, and, wherever he has expressed the truth, agree 
with him; but we must examine and correct him in those passages of 
his writings where he seems to be in the wrong." 

The millennial reign was regarded by Chiliasm as forming, in the 
grand development of the kingdom of God, an intermediate point of 
transition to a higher state of perfection; and, answering to this, a simi
lar intermediate point was conceived to exist also in the development 
of each individual. It was here the doctrine concerning Hades, as the 
common receptacle of all the dead, found its point of attachment. To
gether with Chiliasm, thi8 doctrine also had to be defended against 
the Gnostics; for by Hades the latter understood the kingdom of the 

l Euseb. J. VII. c. 24. I have rendClred it, as referring to the man, 
rr'pl e,raYYEA.uJII. hymns composed by him, which perhaps IS 

I T~~ no~~ lJiaAfUtXliar, !1 piX(lL vW nOAAol the most natural way; or as referring to 
M Mit.rpwlI fi,,'jVpoVIITal. The paisage may the variety of church melodies introduced 
be understood in two w\!.y.; either in the way by him. 
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Demiurge, on this earth. ' It was to this kingdom Christ descended-it 
was out of this he delivered those who were capable of fellowship with 
him, so that after death they could be received immediately to heaven. 
Yet, as we remarked certain indications that Chiliasm had other oppo
nents to contend with besides the Gnostics, so the same may be said of 
this doctrine also, which was connected with a mode of thinking not 
essentially diffcrent. Here, too, we find indications of antagonistB other 
than the Gnostics, but yet in whom their opponents might easily be led 
to believe they perceived a relationship to the Gnostics.! They were 
such as taught that Christ, by his descent to Hades, delivered the faith
ful from the necessity of passing into the intermediate state after death,2 
and opened for them an immediate entrance into heaven. Accord
ing to the doctrine of the Montanist Tcrtullian, those only who had 
been thoroughly cleansed by the bloody baptism of martyrdom were to 
constitute an exception -were to be raised immediately, if not to 
heaven, at least to an exalted state of blessedness, under the name of 
Paradise. All others would need to pass through that intermediate 
stage, in order to be freed from the defects and stains which remained 
still cleaving to them, and then, according to the measure of their at
tainments, would come sooner or later to participate in the millennia! 
reign.3 It is easy to see how this notion would stand connected with 
the opinion of which we have already pointed out the grounds, that a 
particular satisfaction and penance were required for sins committed 
after baptism. And this notion, of such an intermediate state for the 
purpose of purification in Hades, passed over, at a later period, into the 
doctrine of purgatory. This sprung in the first place out of a mixture 
of Persian and Jewish elements. It was the idea of a fire-current at 
the end of the world to purge away everything unclean; - to which 
we may observe some allusion in the Clementines and in the Pseudo
Sibylline writers. Thence arose the notion of a purgatory after death' 
- the ignis purgatorius of the Westcrns.5 

The doctrine of the resurrection, inasmuch as it relates to the per
sistence and exaltation of the entire being of the individual, is most 
intimately connected with the peculiar essence of Christianity, and, on 
account of the importance which it gives to the individual existence in 
its totality, forms a strong contrast with the ancient pantheistic view of 
the world; 6 as we saw in fact very clearly exhibited in the pag&ll 
attacks on Christianity. The dignity of the body as a temple for the 
Holy Spirit, and the command that it should be appropriated to this 

1 As Iren:llus describes them,1. V. c. 31 : • T~v alii 7rVpO( lCa{}apt1LV rCw /(aKW( f3e
Quidam ex his, qui putantur recte credi {3'O)/{OTWV. Strom. I. V. f. 549. 
disse, supergrediuntur ordinem promotionis b The earliest trace of it would be found 
justorum et motus meditationis ad incorrup in Cyprian, ep. 52, if the words, "missum 
telam ignorant, hrereticos sensus in se in carcerem non exire inde, donee solv&t 
habentes. novissimum quadrantem, p~o peccatis I~n~o 

2 In hoc, inquiunt, Christus inferos adiit, dolore cruciatum emundarl et pnrgarl diU 
ne nos adiremus. Tertullian, de anima, c. 55. igne," (instead of which another reading 

g Modicum quoque delictum mora rcsur has diutine,) arc to be understood of the 
rectionis iIlic lucndum; where he refers to state after death, which is certainly the m0!"6 
the novissimus quadrans, Matth. 5: 28, af probable meaning, and not of pen&nce 111 
terwards undcrstood of the ignis purgato the present life. 
lius. L. c. c. 58. 6 See vol. I. p. ll. 
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end being grounded in this doctrine, there necessarily arises out of 
it a:. opposition to ~he Orient~l, dualistic contel~pt of ~he body; and 
hence it was no acCIdental thmg that the Gnoshcs funonsly assaulted 
it· while, on the other hand, we may remark, in the zeal with which 
it ~as defended by the church fathers, a right Christian instinctive 
feeling - though not always accompanied with clear knowledge - of 
the connection of this doctrine with the essence of Christianity. But 
their cautious adherence to the letter, as well as their opposition to the 
Gnostics, led them not seldom to apprehend the doctrine of the resur
rection in too crass and material a way, and to fonn too narrow and 
lhoited conceptions of the earthly body. Origen endeavored here also 
to strike a middle course between these opposite tendencies, making 
more use of what the Apostle Paul says (1 Corinth. 15) concerning 
the relation of the earthy to the glorified body; and distinguishing, 
from the mutable phenomenal form, the proper essence lying at the 
foundation of the body, which remains the same through all the 
changes of the earthly life, and which, moreover, is not destroyed at 
death. This proper essence lying at the foundation of the body would, 
by the operation of the divine power, be awakened to a nobler form, 
corresponding to the ennobled character of the soul; so that, as the 
soul had communicated its own peculiar stamp to the earthly body, it 
would then communicate the same to the transfigured body.1 In proof 
of this he alleges, that the identity of the body in this life consists not 
in its momently changing phenomenal form, which had been fitly com
pared to a flowing stream,2 but in the peculiar stamp which the soul 
Impresses on the body, whereby it becomes the proper form of mani
festation of this or that particular personality ,3 

Natural as it would be to the Christian feelings of those who had 
been converted from Heathenism, to seek - by entering more deeply into 
the whole connection of the work of redemption, into the spirit of the 
gospel, into the sense of single passages often too superficially under
stood - some ground of consolation with respect to the fate of their ances
tors who had died without faith in the gospel; yet they were deterred 
from it by a mistaken adherence to the letter in the understanding of 
acripture, and by the stern, uncompromising opposition to Paganism. 
And the outward, materialized view of regeneration which arose out 
of the habit of confounding it with baptism, also contributed to promote 
these narrow views, which afterwards, carried to the extreme, issued in 
the notion of absolute predestination. Marcion alone did, on this side, 

1 The tloo~ ;tapafCT1/PZ(OV in the fJi:J!1a also to be reduced to his doctrine of a ilA1/ 
lnfttJl"'TI.I<Ov, just as in the fJw!1a 'fn!Xu<ov. lying at the ground of the corpol'~al worl(~, 
To II~ustrate this point, he had recourse and ~t1sceptible of the whole mamfold varI
sometimes to his own doctrine eonccrnin~ ety of properties. See 11', a(JX. I. II. e. 10; 
the vi,1J; i.n itself undetermined, but cap3hl~ c. Cels.1. IV. e. 57. 
of recelVlng, through the plastic power of 2 Selecta in Psalmos: Ou fCaKWr 7rom!10~ 
God, quali,ties of a higher or lower order j wvoflarrrat T(! fJ<"fla, &on wr 1I'pilr TO (l,:Pt{3E~ 
and sometllnes to the doctrine of a dynamic Tuxa oMi: ouo il!1ePWV TU 1I'pwrov V1I'ofCetlJ.tVOV 
essen~~ un~erlying the body, a Aoyor fJ1rcp· TaViOV ftYTlV lv T~) (jwflan 1;flWV. '1'. XI. 
I'flTU(Or (ratio ea qure substantiam continet p. 388. ed. Lomm. 
corporalem, qUal semper in substantia cor 8 '01l'ep exapaKT1/pi(ero tv T-y fJapKI, ToiiTO 
pons salva est,) which, however, is itself xapaKTfJ(JUJ-&~fJemt tv Tii> 1I'VE1J!1anKii> fJwpan 
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enter more profoundly into the spirit of the evangelical doctrine; .. 
here he was joined by the Alexandrians, who, to explain this maijer, 
had recourse to the doctrine of a progressive development and COIU'lO 
of purification after death, and moreover found, or supposed they foulll!, 
an allusion to this in the descent of Christ to Hades. With great zeit! 
Clement maintained this doctrine, as one necessarily grounded in tho 
universal love and justice of God, with whom is no respect of pel'8OllII. 
The beneficent power of our Saviour - he affirms - is not confined 
barely to the present life, but operates at all times and everywhere.1 

But th~ Alexan~rians, .as mig~t be gath~red from what has alrl)ad, 
been said respectmg their doctrme concernmg the ,hawrrVV1J (I",rf}P~1 (sav
ing justice,) went still further, and supposed, as the ultimate end of 
all, a universal redemption, consisting in the annihilation of all mor~ 
evil, and a universal restoration to that original unity of the divine litO 
out of which all had proceeded (the general ';'l"OKara(Ira(Itf.) Yet, in the 
case of Origen, this doctrine lost its full meaning, by reason of the <lQIIt 
sequences which he was pleased to connect with it. His theory con. 
cerning the necessary mutability of will in created beings, led him to 
infer, that evil, ever germinating afresh, would still,continue to reqd~l 
necessary new processes of purification, and new worlds destined for 
the restoration of fallen beings; until all should again be brought ooqk 
from manifoldness to unity; so that there was to be a constant in~ 
change between fall and redemption, between unity and manifoldne8l. 
Into such a comfortless system was this profound thinker betrayed, hy 
carrying through with rigid consistency his one-sided notion of cr~ 
turely freedom and mutability, and thus marring the full conception of 
redemption. This doctrine he had expressed with great confidence in 
his work "'<pi Upxwv; but it may be questioned. whether this also wa~ not 
one of those points upon which his views became changed at a la.tel 
period of his life; yet traces of it are still to be found (though not 110 
certain and distinct traces) in his later writings.2 

IV. Notices of the more Eminent Church Teacher •. 

The ecclesiastical writers who followed next after the apostles, are 
the so-called Apostolic Fathers, (patres apostolici,) who lived in th" 
age of the apostles, and are supposed to have been their disciples. }.. 
phenomenon singular in its kind, is the striking difference between the 
writings of the apostles and the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, who 
were so nearly their contemporaries. In other cases, transitions are 
wont to be gradual; but in this instance we observe a sudden change. 
There are here no gentle gradations, but all at once all abrupt transi

1 ov yap ivTav.'Ja floVOV 1] dvVaflt~ 1] <V<p. 2 Ori"". 71". apX. I. ll. c. 3 i c. Cell. LIV. 
}'1ln~~ opl'tUV<t, ",avTll ot t(In Kat ad tpyU( •• c. 69, h~ barely says; Ei fJtra TOV #(111111
Tat. Strom. \. VI. f. 638 et 639. He also fliJv r~, KaKiar ;Wyov EXt,. TO 11'aMV, ab~v 
makes use of the legend noticed on It for· v</li(Ira(I{hu. fi fl1J. tv 1C'p01ryovp.EVftl ;Wyftl "' 
mer page - which legend itsclf pcrhaps TOLaVra l~£ra<r8iJ<I<rat. There is an Ob8C~ 
grew out of the felt need of some solution hint in Matth. f. 402. After the a1l'oA:Gnr 
of thi~ question - that the apostles descend· (ITamf has been coUlRleted in certain ..iEoDIt 
ed, like Christ, to the place of the dead, and he spew of 7I"CWV !W.11 1:Ipxf;.
bestowed on them baptism. 
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tion from one style of language to another; a phenomenon which should 
lead us to acknowledge the fact of a special agency of the Divine Spirit 
in the souls of the apostles. After the times of the first extraordinary 
operations of the Holy Ghost, followed the period of the free develop
ment of human nature in Christianity; and here, as in all other cases, 
the beginnings must be small and feeble, before the effects of Chris
tianity could penetrate more widely, and bring fully under their influ
ence the great powers of the human mind. It was to be shmm first, 
what the divine power could effect by the foolishness of preaching. 

The writings of the so-called Apostolic :Fathers have unhappily, for 
the most part, come down to us in a condition very little worthy of con· 
fidence, partly because under the name of these men, so highly venc
rated in the church, writings were early forged for the purpose of giv
ing authority to particular opinions 01' principles; and partly because 
their own writings which were extant, became interpolated in subservi· 
ence to a Jewish hierarchical interest, which aimed to crush the free 
spirit of the gospel. 

In this connection, we should have to notice first Barnabas, the well· 
known companion of the Apostle Paul; if a letter, which in the second 
century was known under his name in the Alexandrian church, and 
which bore the title of a catholic epistle,I really belonged to him. But 
we cannot possibly recognize in this production, the Barnabas who was 
deemed worthy to take part as a companion in the apostolicallabors of 
Paul, and who had derived his name from the great power of his dis
courses in the churches.2 It breathes a spirit widely different from 
what might be expected of such an apostolic man. We see here a 
Jew of the Alexandrian school, who had embraced Christianity, and 
WDB prepared by his Alexandrian training for a more spiritual concep
tion of Christianity; but who, at the same time, attached too much im
portance to the Gnosis of the Alexandrian Jews - a man who sought 
m the mystic allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament, - more 
consonant with the spirit of Philo than that of Paul, or even of the 
epistle to the Hebrews, - a peculiar wisdom, in which he seems to 
take a vain sort of pleasure. We meet nowhere in this letter with 
those views of the Mosaic ceremonial law, as a religious means of culture 
adapted to a certain stage of human dewlopment, which we meet with 
in Paul; but such views as evince an altogether peculiar, Alexulldrian 
~m of mind - views which are not found to recur in the following 
church-teachers, and which sprang from the wildest class of idealists 
among the Alexandrian J ews.3 Moses spake everything in the spirit 
(h1tveVfUlTt;) - that is, he had only presented uniYersal, spiritual 
truths under a symbolical form. But the carnal Jews, instead of pene
trating into the meaning of these symbols, understood and believed 
everything in the literal sense, and supposed they must observe the law 
according to the letter. Thus the entire ceremonial religion had sprung 

l'E7l"I<7TO~ "a8oA.tIC~, i. e. a letter intend· a character which answers to the contents 
ed for general circulation, and containing of thi s epistle. , 
maua- of general interest, - an exhortato· 2 Tiot; 1rapaK"A.1JUe(,)t;, viol," 1rp091JTEWr. 
ry writing destined for several churches,- 8 See above, vol. I. p. 49. 
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out of a misconception of the carnal multitude. A bad angel, it is said 1 

had led them into this error; just as in the Clemen tines, and oth~r 
writings of that stamp, it is a favorite hypothesis that original Jud~ 
had been adulterated by the spurious additions of wicked spirits. The 
author of this !lpistle is even unwilling to admit, that circumcision Walil 
a seal or sign of the covenant; alleging, as evidence to the contrary 
that circumcision was practised also among the Arabians, the Syrialll!' 
and the idolatrous priests (in Egypt.) But it is made out, that Abr~ 
ham circumcising the 318 men, Gen. c. 17, and 14: 14, prefi!rured 
the crucifixion of Jesus; 'lH (18) being the initial letters of the ~ame 
Jesus, and T (300) the sign of the cross. These characters and nu
merals, peculiar to the Greek language, could have occurred to no one 
but an Alexandrian Jew, who had lost his knowledge of, or perhaps had 
never been acquainted with, the Hebrew, and who was familial' only 
with the Alexandrian version - certainly not to Barnabas, who could 
have shown no such ignorance of the Hebrew tongue, even if it were 
possible to suppose him guilty of such egregious trifling. Yet the trio 
fler himself looks upon it as a remarkable discovery, as is evident from 
the pompous remark, which so exactly characterizes the mystery-traf
ficking spirit of the Alcxandrian-Jcwish Gnosis: "No one ever learned 
from me a more genuine doctrine; but I know that ye are worthy 
of it." 2 

The prevailing drift of the epistle is in opposition to carnal Judaism, 
and to Judaism in Christianity. We recognize the polemical aim 
against the latter, the dogmatic influence of which extended to the 
views entertained concerning the person of Christ, when, in chap. 12, 
it is emphatically observed, that .christ is not merely the Son of man 
and the Son of David, but also the Son of God. The epistle is all of 
a piece, and cannot possibly be separated into two parts,3 of which Bar· 
nabas was the author of one, and somebody else of the other . 

.For the rest, there is no hint which intimates that the author of the 
epistle wished to have it supposed he was Barnabas. But his spirit 
and style being in accordance with the Alexandrian taste, it may have 
come about, that, as the author's name was unknown, and it was wished 
to give crcdit and authority to the document, the report found currency 
in that city, that Barnabas was the author. 

N ext to Barnabas we place Clcment; perhaps the same whom Paul 
mentions in Philipp. 4 : 3. About the end of the first century, he wal! 
bishop of the ehurch at Rome. We have, under his name, an epistle 
to the church of Corinth, and the fragment of a second. The first of 
these was, in the first centuries, read at public worflhip in many of the 
churches, along with the scriptures of the New Testament. It con
tains an exhortation, interwoven with examples and general maxims, 
recommending concord to the Corinthian church, which was rent by 
divisions. This epistle, although genuine in the main, is still not exempt 
from important interpolations. We detect a palpable contradiction, 

1 Cap- 9. 

2 ow,,~ Y"1jtftompov 1l'a8ev a1T' tp.av iWyov' UlAa olJa 1m a~w' taTe v~;;r. 

8 As Schenkel ha.s asserted. 
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"1fh6n fot example, we observe, gleaming through the surface of the 
whol; epistle, the simple relations of the oldest constitution of the 
Christian church, where' bishops and presbyters were placed wholly on 
a level, and then in one passage, § 40 and onward, find the whole 
system of the Jewish priesthood transferred to the Christian church. 
~e epistle which passes under the. name of the second, is manifestly 
nothing but the fragment of a homIly. 

Under the name of this Clement, two other epistles have been pre
served in the Syrian church, which were published by Wetstein, in an 
appendix to his edition of the New 1'estament. They are circular let
ters, addressed particularly to those Christians of both sexes who lived 
in the state of celibacy. The praise which these writings bestow on 
tha unmarried life, is by no means ~ufficient to prove that Clement was 
not their author; this high estimation of celibacy 1 having become com
mon a.t a very early period. There are several things in favor of the 
high antiquity of these epistles: they nowhere indicate the presence 
of a hierarchical effort; they do not, like other writings of this kind, 
IlPply the Old-Testament ideas of the priesthood to the Christian 
church; they make no prominent distinction between clergy and laity, 
nor between bishops and presbyters; they represent the gift of healing 
dliJeases, especially demoniacal possessions, as a free gift, not attached 
to any particular office. Still, however, these considerations do not 
amount to a certain proof of the high antiquity of the 'Writings; the 
whole admitting of an easy explanation, even on the supposition of 
their later origin, from the tcndencies peculiar to certain countries of 
the East. 

As these epistles must have been quite agreeable to the ascetic ten
dencyof the Western, particularly of the North-African church; as, 
in similar writings of a practical charactcr, (aimed against the same 
abuses which are reproved in these epistles,) there was frequent occa
sion for alluding to them, it must appear the more singular, that they 
ate found nowhere cited before the fourth ccntury ; 2 a fact sufficient of 
itself to excite suspicion with regard to their authenticity. 

These epistle&. bear every mark of having been forged in some East
ern church, in the last times of the second or in the third century, 
partly with a view to exalt the merits of the unmarried life, partly to 
counteract the abuses which, under the show of celibacy, began to gain 
ground, particularly the irregular connections of the (FVVdcral<70t.

3 

Under the name of this Clement, various other writings were forged, 
subservient to some hierarchical or dogmatic interest; as, for example, 
the tract which relates to the history of Clement himself, who is reprc
sented to have been a convert of the Apostle Peter, together with his 
father, whom he lost and afterwards finds again; 4 the CZementine8, 
whose peculiar style of thought, resembling that of the Ebionites, we 

!See vol. I. p. 277. the synodal letter against Paul of SamosatB. 
. The first alhtsions to it are in Epipha- Euseb. 1. VII. c. 30. 

11J~ an~ Jerome. 4 Hence the title to one of the revisions 
of ~lCh abuse had spread in the church prcl'ierved to us in the version of Rufinus, 

Antioch, lIS well as of North M rica. See civarv"'pu'lloi, Recognitiones. 
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have already described; finally, the collection of apostolical conati_. 
tions, (&aT~EIf or &amya? UrrO<1TOAUWt,) and the apostolical canons, (~ 
arrol7ToAucOt') , 

The origin of these two collections may be explained in the same 
way as that of the so-called Apostles' Creed. As men originally spoke 
of an apostolical tradition relating to matters of doctrine, without ita 
ever having occurred to them that the apostles had drawn up a co. 
sion of faith; so they were accustomed to speak of an apostolical tra
dition relating to the constitution and usages of the church, withOllt 
ever having supposed that the apostles had given any written laws ou 
the subject. The expressions" apostolical traditions, apostolical ordi. 
nances," having thus once become familiar, a foothold was furnished 
for the opinion, or the pretence, that the apostles, having prepared a 
written confession of faith, had also drawn up a collection of ecclesias
tical laws. Hence, to subserve different interests, different collections 
of this kind may have sprung into existence, since the one which 
Epiphanius cites in many places is evidently not the same with our 
present Apostolical Constitutions. These latter appear tQ have been 
formed gradually, in the Eastern church, out of different fragments, duro 
ing a period reaching from the close of the second into the fourth century. 

Hermas would follow the next in this series, were he same with the 
one mentioned in Paul's epistle to the Romans, chap. 16, as many 
among the ancients supposed. We have, under this name, a work en
titled The Shepherd, (rro,p-1jv ;) so called, because in the second book an 
angel, the appointed guardian of Hermas, is introduced in the character 
of a shepherd. 

It cannot be certainly determined whether the author had, or imag
ined he had, the visions which he describes; or whether he invented 
them to procure a more favorable reception for the doctrines, chiefiy 
practical, which he advances. The work was written originally in 
Greek, but has been preserved to us, for the most part, only in a Latin 
translation. It stood in high repute among the Greek writers of the 
second century, a distinction, perhaps, to which the name of the sup
posed author, and his famous visions, not a little contributed. Irenreus 
cites the book under the title of the scripture. Yet it may be very 
much doubted whether the Hermas of the Apostle Paul was reallJ: its 
author; although the other tradition, also, (cited in the poem agamst 
Marcion, ascribed to Tertullian, and in the fragment on the canon of 
the New Testament, published by Muratori,l) which ascribes it to the 
brother of Pius, bishop of Rome, about the year 156, is no less doubt
ful ; since it is impossible to determine how much credit is due to these 
two documents; and the high reputation of the book in the times of 
Irenreus and Clement of Alexandria, can hardly be reconciled with the 
hypothesis of so late an origin.2 

Ignatius, bishop of the church at Antioch, is said, in the reign of 

1 Antiq. ita!' judo revi, T. ID. stroying the authority of the book were led 
2 It may have been, that the Roman for this very purpose to fix on 80 late an 

Bishop PillS actually had a brother of this author. 
name; and those who were desirous of de
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Trajan, to have been conveyed ~ a prisoner to Rome, where he was 
expectinO' to be thrown to the wild beasts. On the way, he is said to 
have written seven epistles; six to churchcs of Asia Minor, and one to 
polycarp, bishop of Smyrna. These lettcrs, it must be allowed, con
tain passages which at least bear throughout the stamp of antiquity. 
Such especially are the passages directed against Judaism and against 
Docetism; but even thc bricfcr revision, which is the one most entitled 
to confidence, has been very much interpolated. As the account of 
the martyrdom of Ibrnatius may be justly suspected,! so too the 
letters which presuppose the correctness of this suspicious legend, do 
not wear at all a stamp of a distinct individuality of character, and of a 
man of these times addressing his last words to the churches. A hie
rarchical purpose is not to be mistaken. 

The letter to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, wears very much the ap
pearance of an idle compilation That to the Roman church possesses 
more decided marks of originality than the others. 

Of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, we have already spoken. To him 
is ll.'lcribed an epistle to the church at Philippi; nor are there any suf
ficient reasons for doubting that he was the author of it. 

Immediately after the apostolical fathers, we place the Apologists, 
who follow next in the order of time. The existing scientific culture 
would first be made subservient to the defence of Christianity under 
the government of Hadrian; and the Apologists, who began to appear 
about this period, arc therefore to be considered as the earliest repre
sentatives of such a combination. 

Among these, the first to be noticed is Quadratus. He was known 
as an evangelist,2 and stood in high repute on account of his prophetic 
gi&. He must not be taken for the same person as a Quadratus, who, 
in the time of Marcus Aurelius, was bishop of the church at Athens, 
and with whom Jerome has confounded him. It is to be regretted, 
that his Apology has not come down to us. Eusebius has preserved 
the following remarkable passage from it: "The works of our Saviour 
were always to be seen, for they were real; - those that were healed, 
and those that were raised from the dead, were seen, not only when 
they were healed or raised, but they were always there; not only whilst 
he dwelt on the earth, but also after his departure, which they long sur
vived; so that sume of them have lived even to our own times." 3 

The second, Aristides, still retained, after he became a Christian, 
the philosopher's cloak, (Tpif3wv, pallium,) so that he might be able to 
present Christianity to the educated Heathen as the new philosophy 
from heaven.4 

Justin Martyr is worthy of notice, as being the first among these 

1 See vol. 1. p. 191. 4 Hieronym. de vir. iIIuslr. c. 20, cpo 8~, 
2 This word is to be understood in the ad Magnum: Apologcticum contextum phl
~e of the New Test~ment, i. e. as desig losophorum scntentia. The tr~veller De 
nab~g a teacher, not connected with any la Guilletiere says, that in a clOIster, about 

.PB:rtI.cular church, but travelling ubout as a twenty-four miles froIll Athens, they pretend 
m~slonary to pl'e~ch the gospel. still to be in possession of thiS Apology. 

Euseb. 1. III. c. 37 j 1. IV. c. 3; 1. V. 
Co 17. 
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apologists whose writings have come down to our times, and the lrit 
Ohristian father, intimately known to us, in whom we observ~ Chrifltian. 
ity in contact with the Hellenic culture, and more particularly with the 
Platonic philosophy; in which respect, he is the precursor of the 4lei
andrian church-teachers. The accounts of his life and education 'fl 
must derive for the most part from his own writings; and it will be the 
safest course to confine ourselves in the first place to his two Apologies
inasmuch as these are the undoubted productions of Justin, and beat 
indubitable marks of a decided intellectual bent. As to his other 
writings, they must first be compared with these, before we ca.n decide 
about their genuineness. 

Flavius Justinus was born in the city of Flavia Neapolis, the ancient 
Siehem in Samaria: it was at that time a Roman-Greek colonYl m 
which the Greek language and culture predominated. Probably it was 
not a decided taste for speculative inquiries, which in truth he did not 
possess, but the longing after some stable ground of religious convie
tion, that led him, with many others of his age, to the study of philO8Oo 
phy; and precisely for this reason the philosophy of Plato would pre
sent the most attractions for him. It was not so much true that ~ 
became a systematic follower of this philosophy, as that he adopted 
many of its ideas, and partitmlarly such as were suited to meet the 
spirit of an age which felt the necessity of relibrion. But the spirit of 
this philosophy could not so pre-occupy his mind, as to unfit it, as it did 
many other minds, for other spiritual impressions. lIe informs us him
self how he came to be a Christian.1 " I also," says he, "was once 
an admirer of the doctrines of Plato; and I heard the Christians 
abused. But when I saw them meet death, and all that is aeoounted 
terrible among men, without dismay, I knew it to be impossible that 
they should live in sin and lust. I despised the opinion of the multi
tude; I glory in being a Christian, and take every pains to prove m1" 
self worthy of my calling." " 

After becoming a Christian, Justin still retained the mantle 2 whieh 
he had worn as a pagan philosopher and ascetic, availing himself of hi! 
former garb and mode of life as a means which enabled him easily to 
introduce, in his intercourse with men, religious and philosophical sub
jects, and through these to prepare the way for bringing home the g0s
pel to their hearts. Thus he may be regarded as an itinerant preacher 
ill the garb of a philosopher.3 From one of his remarks in the seoond 
Apology, where, describing the Christian cultus, he says, "We oonduot 
the convinced, after we have baptized them, to the assembled brethren:' 
it has been too hastily infcrred,4 that he was ordained to the spiritual 
office. No such distinction was made, as yet, between clergy andlaity, 
as renders it improbable that Justin expressed himself in this way on 
the principle of the universal Christian priesthood. But whether ~e 

1 Apolog. I. p. 50, 51. since we might at least assume that the 
2 See vol. I. p, 275. author was acquainted with the his~ of 
8 Even if the Dialogue with Trypho were Justin's life. 

not genuine, yet on this point we might 4 By Tiliemont. 
avall ourselves of the accounts it contains; 
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had been solemnly ordained, in the name of the church, to the office 
of an evangelist or not, - a question of little importance, - his gifts as 
a teacher would hardly be suffered to lie idle, when they could be so 
usefully employed, both in spreading the gospel among the Heathen, 
and in giving instruction to the churches themselves. If any reliance 
can be placed on the story of Justin's martyrdom, it would appear from 
this narrative, that, while he resided at Rome, a portion of the church, 
who understood the Greek language, were accustomed to meet and hear 
him discourse in his own house. 

We remarked in the first section of this history,l that, soon after the 
death of the Emperor Hadrian, and at the beginning of the reign of 
Pius, the Christians were persecuted. It was on this occasion that 
Justin, who happened to be then living at Rome, felt himself called 
upon to present to the emperor a written defence of their cause. As 
the name of Marcus Aurelius with the title of Cresar does not appear 
at the head of this document, it was probably written before Aurelius 
had been nominated to that dignity, which happened in the year 139.2 

It is more difficult to determine at what time the work which goes by 
the name of the first Apology of Justin was written. The immediate 
occasion of his writing in defence of the Christians was an incident, 
which presents a striking illustration of the working of Christianity and 
of the persecutions. A woman of Rome, who with her husband had 
led an abandoned life, became a convert. Shc now refused to share 
any longer in the vices of her husband, and used all her influence to 
reclaim him. Being unsuccessful in this, and finding it impossible to 
remain connected with her husband without participating in his sins, she 
availed herself of the privilege allowed in such cases according to the 
doctrine of our Lord, and procured a divorce. In revenge, her hus
band accused her of being a Christian. The woman now petitioned 
the emperor, that she might first be allowed to arrange her domestic 
&trail's, when she would submit the matter to a judicial investigation. 
~e husband, perceiving that his vengeance against his wife was thus 
likely to be delayed, turned his malice upon her Christian teacher, whose 
~me was Ptolemreus. The latter was seized by a centurion, and ear
ned before the prrefect of the city. Having boldly declared before 
the prrefect that he was a Christian, he was condemned to death. 

1See vol. I. p. 103. 
t The superscription nmR as follows: Av

rotcpIn-np, TiT", AiAi", 'Aopwv", 'AvnJViv", 
E"!eBei !£/3acrr", Kaiaap' Kat OV1!P,aaifL't' 
~~ +tMaoq.'t' Kat AOVKi't' </Jl')mJ6~'t' (accord
1~ to Ensebins, </JlMao.pov) KalaapO{ <pva" 
v~_/(cU Evae/3mjr ela7rOl~T't', 'paaTY 7ralf5Elar,
UW Te avYKA~T", Kat ""'fL't' 7raVTt 'P"'fLai{')v. 
T~e first named is the Augustus Antoninus 
Pius, who had then entered upon his reign; 
the second, M. Antoninus Philosophus, to 
Whom the Emperor Hadrian (at whose re
q~cst Antoninns Pins adopted him) had 
g.~en the name Annius Verissimus; the 
&bird, Lucius Verus Antoninus, who after
\Vards was c.o-regent with M. Aurelius. He 

was son of Lucius JEHus Verus, whom Tra
jan had adopted, and nominated Cresar. 
After the early death of Lucius, he also, in 
compliance with the wish of Hadrian, was 
adopted by Antoninus Pius, who took the 
place of his father. The reading found in 
Eusebius is most probably the correct one; 
for it can hardly be supposed thnt Lucius 
Verns would have two epithets. The sur· 
name "philosopher" is quite incongruo~s 
applied to a youth but nine yc~rs old; '~hile 
he might he styJ~d, with perfect pr?,pTl~ty, 
the ipalJTiJ~ 7ralOcwr. The surnnme philo
sopher" would sooner be given to the now 
deceased .1Elius Verus, whom Spartianus 
calls" eruditus in literis." 
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Another Christian by the name of Lucius, on hearing this decieibn' 
said to the prrefect: "Why do you condemn to death a man who ~ 
guilty neither of murder, nor theft, nor adultery, nor any other crime 
but merely because he has called himself a Christian? Such a pre:. 
ceeding does not become the pious emperor, nor the philosopher, tire 
emperor's son." 1 From these words, the prrefect gathered that the 
speaker was also a Christian, and, upon his avowing that it was so, co~ 
demned him likewise to death. A third met with the same fate. 

The question now arises, whether these events agree best with the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, or with that of Marcus Aurelius. We find 
nothing here which might not have happened under the reign of the 
former; for, as we have said,2 the law of Trajan was in fact by no 
means repealed by the rescripts of Hadrian and of Antoninus Pius: the 
public confession of Christianity might still be punished with death, 
although the clemency of the emperor left it in the power of every well
disposed magistrate to exercise great indulgence. But is it probahle, 
that a Christian would thus address the prrefeet, if the reigning empe
ror himself had issued a severe edict against the Christians as such 18 

Moreover, the Apology itself contains no allusion whatever to the exist;. 
ence of a new law against the Christians, for the repeal of which Jul!
tin was petitioning the emperor. It may be said that it is only to the 
times of M. Aurelius the language of Justin is applicable, where he 
speaks of confessions extorted by the rack from slaves, women and 
children, in which those popular rumors about the unnatural crimes~ 
said to be committed in the Christian assemblies, were acknowledged 
to be true. Beyond question,4 we find examples of such proceedings 
against the Christians first cited under the reign of M. Aurelius; but 
as popular fanaticism had already, from the time of Nero, set in circu
lation such reports against the Christians, the same fanaticism may have 
found many a magistrate, previous to the time of which we are speak
ing, disposed both to credit it and to administer to it. Besides, in the 
Apology which by universal consent is placed in the reign of Antoninus 
Pius, Justin only asks that men would cease to place reliance on the 
blind reports of the populace against the Christians. He says, it is" 
true, that the things which happened at Rome in the time of Urbicus 
were everywhere occurring; that other governors acted in the same 
unreasonable manner; that generally, where an individual was reformed 
by Christianity, one of his most intimate relations or friends would ap
pear as his accuser, - all which seems to agree chiefly with the times 
of general persecution under M. Aurelius. But in the times of Anto
ninus Pius also, the Christians in many districts were furiously attacked 
by the populace, whence the emperor was moved to publish those 
edicts which were designed to quiet the minds of the people. It is 

1 0;' 'frpE'frOv-ra Evuc(3eZ aVToKpa-ropl, ""eli: such' law are far from being satisfactory. 
4JIMUOtp", (according to Eusebius; the com The psychological problem is solved in ~e 
mon reading, tpiA.OUOt/IOV.) way I have shown in my account of thiS 

2 See vol. L p. lOa. persecution. It might be conceded, how
S The reasons alleged by Hr. Semisch ever, that the words mlly possibly have been 

(Studien und Kritiken, J. 1835, p. 939) spoken before the publication of such a law. 
against believing in the existence of any ~ See vol. I. p. lOB. 
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singular too, that, in the above-cited titles of the reigning princes by the 
Christian Lucius, the surname "philosopher" should not be given to 
M. Aurelius, to whom it properly belonged, but should be transferred 
~Verus, to whom it did not belong and was never applied; while that 
qf Antoninus Pius should be given to M. Aurelius, who in his lifetime 
was never known by that title. l Even if we rejected the reading in 
Eusebius, it would not help the matter; for, at the end of the Apology, 
the S3lIle predicates are once more subjoined to the names of the two 
emperors. These reasons concur to show, that this Apology ought not 
~ be placed, as it is by the common hypothesis, supported by the 
weighty authorities of Pagi, Tillemont, and Mosheim, in the reign of 
M. Aurelius; but in the times of Antoninus Pius, as is maintained by 
VrJesius and Longuerue. 

It is remarkable;q again, that Justin twice refers/' in this Apology, to 
semething he had said before, which nevertheless does not occur in this 
Apology, but which is found in the first. He uses the same phrase, 
iI{ ~iJ!V, which he employs elsewhere, when he refers to passages in 
the same document; - and this hardly admits of being reconciled with 
the long interval of time by which, on the other hypothesis, we must sup
pose the two Apologies were separated from each other. 

With all this, we shall not deny that the authority of Eusebius is 
against us; for we must allow, that he seems to consider the first-cited 
Apology as the first, composed undcr the reign of Antoninus Pius, and 
~ place the second under that of M. Aurelius.5 It would be neces
my, then, in retaining our own view of the matter, to suppose that the 
~t relation of the two Apologies to each other had, in the time of 
Eusebius, already become confused; which assuredly is possible. But 
~ should not omit also to remark, that, if this Apology was written in 
the reign of Antoninus Pius, it must seem strange that Lucius did not 
appeal to the laws enacted by that emperor against the popular attacks 
on the Christians, and favorable to their interests; though we must ad
mit that in such laws the Christians were ever disposed to find more 
than they really contained.6 

We have had occasion to speak already of Justin's peculiar idea with 

1 Comp. the reasons, certainly not with
qat weight, which Semisch has presented in 
~or ,!f the common explanation of these 
.,m the Studien nnd Kritiken, J. 1835, 
S.921. 

E11/ ow "/lar u~Er.Jr tVfJf{3elat; Ka1 
't~aao ~ i a r TU di/(ata V'irEP eavTwv Kpivat. 
Thai the epithet tpLMfJo'i>Ot;, which occurs at 
the beginning of the Apolon-vof Athena<T
0I'a8, whether applied to t.' Veru8 or to 
Commodll!l, cannot serve to relieve this dif
ficulty, is plain; since it may be easily shown, 
that the predicate, belon~,'1ng proper! y to 
only one of the emperors, is attributed to 
them both in common, as the case there 
stands. 

' . .As the Benedictine editor long ago
lIOured. 

t According to the Benedictine edition, 
56'" 

§ 4, where he speaks of enmity to God; § 6, 
where he speaks of the incarnation of the 
Logos; and § 8, where he speaks of Hera
clitus. 

6 By comparing II. 13 and IV. 16 (IV. 11 
is less rlear), and by comparing c. 17 with 
what precedes, we can scarce doubt that 
either the reading 7rpoTfpa is corrupt, or 
Eusehins so wrote throngh a mere oversight. 

6 Thongh I cannot think the difficnlty so 
gr~at as i~ is considered to he by Hr. Semisch 
(\. c. p_ 920). who does not believe that a 
prrefect under this reign would have acted 
in this manner; for Trajan's rescript was 
certainlv still in fnll force, and a Christian 
who, hefore the civil magistrate, professed a 
religio ilIicita. and declared himself opposed 
to the state religion, had to be punished for 
his obstinacy (obstinatio.) 

I 
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regard to the spermatic Word, (A6yo, a1r£pp.aTtI<6,,) as related to the _ 
lute, divine ~ogos, and constitut~ng the .transition-link betwixt Christiani~ 
and everythmg true and good m the times antecedent to Christianity_ 
an idea which was laid hold of and prosecuted still farther by the Ale. 
andrians. It is singular, however, that in Justin's other writings not a 
h~nt is to b~ found re.spe?ting this id.ea,:,o predominant in t~e Apolo
gies. It mIght be said, mdeed, J ustm SImply made use of thiS idea ill 
accommodation to his particular purpose, which was, to render the 
philosophical emperor more favorably inclined to his propos.ns; bu.t 
the supposition is an unnatural one. Forming our estimate of Justin 
especially from his own writings, we could hardly give him credit for 
possessing versatility of mind enough, to range so freely in a circle or 
ideas which had been merely borrowed from abroad to answer a present 
purpose. That more candid and liberal judgment of the Greek philo
sophy, and that impartial and fair statement even of opinions which he 
censures, we must regard rather as the expression of his real views. 
But in his other writings, which aimed at the conversion of the Heathens, 
he might beyond doubt have employed the same method with as good 
effect as in the Apologies. Why, then, did he not employ it? The 
case would appear still more singular, if we supposed, according to the 
common view, that Justin wrote the two Apologies in times so widely 
different. 

We have a production, under the name of Justin, entitled an .Ad17U)o 
nition to the Gentiles, (1rapatVITlKO, 1rpOr "EAA:IlVar,) the design of which is to 
convince the Heathens of the insufficiency of their popular religion, as wen 
as of their philosophical doctrines of religion, and of the necessity of a. 
higher instruction from God himself. It is most probably the same 
treatise which we find cited by Eusebius and Photius under the title of 
The Refutation, CihyX",,) a title well suited to the contents.! 

In this treatise, we find no trace of that milder and more liberal way 
of thinking which we observe in the Apologies, - no trace of that p80 
culiar mrcle of ideas of which we have spoken, but rather the reverse. 
All true knowledge of God is here represented as derived solely 
from revelation. It is admitted, indeed, that among the Heathen there 
were many feeble though misunderstood echoes of the truth; yet these 
were derived from a misunder~tood and corrupt tradition; -which 
agrees with the idea prevailing among the Alexandrian Jews, tha~ 
a knowledge of the doctrines communicated by divine revelation to the 
Jews, had come to the Greeks through Egypt. While, in the Apolo
gies, men are acknowledged to have existed among the Heathen, who, 
following the revelation of the AOyo~ arrfpp.aTLKo" were witnesses for the 
truth before the appearance of Christianity, it is here asserted,2 on the 
contrary: "Your own teachers have been constrained, even against 
tlleir will, to say a great deal for us concerning divine providence; and 
pa.rticularly those of them who have resided in Egypt, and profited by 
the religion of Moses and his fathers." 

1 Compo Semisch's thorough investigation " Monographic," p. 105, where also ,,:ill be 
respecting this writing in the first vol. of his found a list of the authors on this BllbJect. 

~ Cohortat. p. 15. 

http:propos.ns
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We cannot possibly suppose, that this treatise sprung from a mind of 
the same way of think~ng, as that w~ich. produ?ed Justin's Apolo
gies Yet if we are dIsposed to ascnbe It to hIm, we must at least 
Dot follow tile common hypothesis, and consider it the first production of 
his after his conversion, but, on the contrary, one of his Jatest. -We 
must sU'ppose, that the mild and liberal way of thinking .w.hich he 
originally indulged, be?ame afterwards I?ore. nar:ow and. rJWd; and 
that those views, resultmg from the peculIar dIrectIon of hIS mm(l, and 
originally predominant with him, concernin~ the relation of the revela
tions of the Aoyor G1ttppaTlKOr to the revelatIOn of the absolute Logos, 
which we find predominant in the Apologies, had at some later period 
been wholly suppressed by the notions which he had imbibed from the 
Alexandrian Jews concerning a source of outward tradition'! Sneh a 
change is indeed possible, and examples of the same kind are doubt
less to be met with; but it may be a question, whether this tt'eatise 
contains sufficiently decisive evidence of having proceeded from J nstin, 
to make such an hypothesis necessary. 

We have next, under the name of Justin, a short address to the 
Gentiles, (.Myo~ 1tpO~ 'EAA'lVar,) with which indeed no title mentioned in 
the indexes to the writings of Justin among the ancients corresponds, but 
which, however, if we cannot consider it a production of Justin be
cause it differs from the style of his writings,2 bears at least the stamp 
of the same age. It is a rhetorical exhibition of the untenablcness of 
the pagan doctrine concerning the gods, in which the finest passage is 
the conclusion: "The power of the Logos does not produce poets; it 

1 It is not to be denied, that these notions 
occur also in the Apologies; but they are 
kept more in the background, while the 
other view prerlomin~tes. Apo.log.lI. p. 81: 
"All that philosophers and poets have said 
about the immortality of the soul. abont 
punishments after deaih, about the i~tuition 
o~ heavenly thing-~, or ahout similar doc
trines, they have been enabled to know, and 
have unfoided, because they have been fur
nished with a clue to them-by the prophets. 
Hence there seems to be one and the same 
sun of truth for them all; and it is plain, 
~t they have not correctly understood it, 
If they contradict onc another." Ro too, p. 92, 
Plalo's doctrine of the creation is traced to 
Moses_ 

2 Although I agree with Semisch in the 
res~lt, yet I cannot approve the reawns 
whlth h~ adduces (p. 166) for decirling that 
\he Wrltlng is not Justin's. The difference 
~~ween thc Admonitions and the Apologies 
IS In fact greater than that which he makes 
so promin-ent between this writinO' and the 
?therwriting., of ,Justin. Wbat J~stin says 
ID .the Apologies, respecting the motiv-es 
whlCh ~ed him to ahandon Paganism, mny 
be easIly reconciled with what he alleges 
her~, when he speaks of his abhorrence of 
the Immoralities in the pu"'an mytholoO'v' 
for although he had learned already, in th~ 

philosophical schools, to give another scnse 
to the mythologi(,al narratives, yft this arti
ficial concealment of the brea(,h with the 
traditional religion could not satisfy him. 
lie might thell vcry justly mention this as 
one thing whi('h led him to Christianity, 
though it was not the only one. 1n truth, 
one is not alwavs under the necessity of 
expressing in full every thing that has con
tributed to induce a change in his convic
tions and mode of conduct. The manner, 
however, in which Christianity operated on 
him, he describes here not otherwise than 
he does in his other writings. Hr. Scmisch 
labors under a mistake, when he supposes 
that in this writing he finds it made the 
boast of Christianity, that it does not form 
philosophers. This is not what is said; but 
that it makes men more than philosophers, 
- that it converts mortals into gods; and 
this, too, Justin might have said. Nor does 
it admit of being proYed from this writing, 
that the author supposed no inter'mediate 
~tate after death, - no Hades as a transition 
.tage; for, when he speaks of the return of 
redeemed souls to God, the reference is here 
to the ultimate cnd --the final goal; and, 
moreo\'cr, the expression is too general and 
vague to furnish any grounds for deciding 
as to what the author's views were on this 
point. 

http:Apo.log.lI
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does not create philosophers, nor able orators; but, by forming, us 
anew, it makes of mortal men immortal, converts mortals into gods. It 
transports us from the earth beyond the limits of Olympus. Come and 
submit yourselves to its influence. Become as I am, for I too ';88 as 
you are: this has conquered me, the divinity of the doctrine, the power 
of the Logos; for as a master serpent-charmer lures out and frightenS 
away the hideous reptile from his den, so the word drives the fearful 
passions of our sensual nature from the most secret recesses of the soul. 
And the cravings of lust having once been banished, the soul becomes 
calm and serene; and,delivered from the evil which had cleaved to it, 
returns to its Creator." 1 

The hrgest and most important work we have from Justin, is, next 
to the Apologies, his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew-the object of 
which is to prove that Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old Testa
ment, and to refute the objections then commonly urged by the Jews 
against Christianity. Justin comes, probably to Ephesus, in company 
with Trypho a Jew, whom the war excited by Barcochba had driven' 
from Palestine, and who was tra>'eling about Greece; having there 
studied, and become enamored of the Greek philosophy. The phi. 
losopher's cloak, which Justin wore, led Trypho to accost him as he was 
taking a solitary walk; and a conversation arose between them about 
the knowledge of God, which Justin finally turns to the subject of 
Christianity. The conversation is supposed to be here put down in 
writing. 

The unanimous testimony of the ancients assigns this Dialogue to 
Justin. The author intimates tlULt he is the same Justin who wrote 
the Apologies, by citing a passage from the so-called second Apology, 
as his own production.2 He describes himself in the introduction IlB 

one who had left Platonism for Christianity - whieh applies perfectly 
well to Justin. No unprejudiced reader can deny, that the writing 
must have been composed by a contemporary of Justin, or at least by 
a man who lived very near to those times. Such being the ease, ncr 
good reason can be imagined, why a man, who, as appears evident from 
this book, was by his own personal qualifications entitled to rank as 
high as Justin himself, should, instead of writing it in his own name, 
cause it to appear under that of a contemporary. Besides, the book 
is wholly free from those marks of studious design, so apparent in other 
forgeries of the same period, written for the purpose of giving spread 
to certain favorite opinions. The prevailing aim is a polemical one 
against Jews and Judaizing Ohristians; and here nothing was to be 
gained in the estimation of either party by using the name of the Sa
maritan pagan, and former Platonist.3 

1 Respecting the treatise" on the Unity of edition of the same, 1764, p. 174, are draWl1 
God," (1l'tPl fWvapxia~,) incorrectly ascrihed from the mode of citation from the Alexan
to Justin, sec the remarks of Scmisch, 1. c, drian version. Comp" on the other side, 
p.167. 	 Stroth, in the Repertorium fUr bib!. u. mor· 

2 Vid, Simon Magus, Dial. Tryph. f, 349, gcnliind, Litcratur, Bd, II. S. 74; next Roeh, 
8 The arguments brought against the J ustini M. DiaL e, Tryph, secundam re~IaI 

genuineness of this book by Wetstcin, Pro· eriticas examinat. ct V08fVUf{." c~mV1etu8, 
legomena in Nov. Test., and Semler in his 1700, - a work whieh I have not seen j Rnd 



669 JUSTIN MARTYR. 

We may be struck, it is t~ue, at ~eeting here with the .same phe
nomena which we remarked m speakmg of the" Refutation of the 
Gentiles'" but here the case is altered. We saw, in fact, that Justin 
is seekm'g to point out, on the one hand, the affinity of Christianity 
'lrith the better sort of Greek philosophy, and, on the other, the unsatis
factory nature of that philosophy so far as it respects religion. Now, 
if in the Apologies, directed to the philosopher Marcus Aurelius, par
ticular prominence would necessarily be given to the former point of 
new' in a work, on the contrary, which is aimed against Jews, who 
souO'ht in the Greek philosophy a supplement to the religious instruc
tio;of the Old Tcstament, this point of view would necessarily be kept 
wholly in the back ground. Yet, at the same time, there is an evident 
affinity of ideas between the Dialogue and the Apologies, even in that fa
vorite thought of the Apologies relating to the AUyo~ (J1rfpf'an"o~. In like 
manner !l8 in the first Apology, he says that men would have had some 
excuse for their sins, if the Logos had first revealed himself to ma'tJ.
kind but a. hundred and fifty years ago; if his agency had not been 
felt at all times among men through the medium of that Auyor (J1rEPf'aTlKO,: 

so, in the present treatise, he makes the same remark in reference to 
the moral ideas (cfrv(JlI<at EVVOia!) inseparable from human nature, which 
fQl'Ce men everywhere to recognize sin as sin, and which, by the influ
ence of the evil spirit, by bad education, manners and laws, were capa
ble of being extinguished and suppressed rather than totally destroyed. 
What he says here also conccrning that which had revealed itself at all 
times and by its own nature, as the goodness whereby alone men could 
please God,- in contradistinction to the ceremonial law, which was 
valid only as a mcans of discipline and culture for the Jewish hardness 
or heart, or as typical of the future,! - naturally leads to the idea of 
that I.6YIll' (I1rtpfUlT'uc6r;, by which a moral consciousness was givcn to all 
mankind. 

It is very true, that in the Apologies we find no trace of Chiliasm ; 
but the spiritual ideas of eternal life and of the kingdom of Christ, 
which are so clearly displayed in the Apologies, stand in no manner of 
contradiction with this doctrine; and we should not forget that the 
Obiliasts themselves regarded the millennium as being but a medium of 
transition to a higher stage of existence. It may perhaps be explained, 
that this doctrine, which could not fail to be peculiarly offensive to the 
educated Heathen, was not mentioncd by him in his Apologies, because, 
although important according to his own views, yet it did not belong to 
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, which latter, we must allow, 
he exhibited without the least disguise, even when they ,yere offensive 
to th? Heathen. In a dialogue designed to vindicate the Christian 
doctrine against the objections of thc J cws, he had special occasion, on 
the ~o~trary, to make this a prominent point, in order to show, that the 
Ohristians were orthodox in this particular, even according to the Jew

~ in the first vol. of his Dogrnenge- cd. Roscnrnucllcr. Fuldner, et Maurer. T. L 

~~«:.hte,-:nn excellent refutation of Muen- P. II. . 

""""'. Vld. Commentationes theologicre, 1 Tit 9V(J€t Kat act Kai ,Ii 5,).ov KaAu /(a~ 


diKaw. /Cat aya~a. Sec p. 247, 264, 320. 
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ish representations. The antipathy to Gnosticism and .to the doct1ines 
of Marcion is strongly marked in both works; and with this spirit Chili
asm at that time readily sympathized. ' 

In respect to the doctrine of the Logos and of the Holy Spirit, we 
find in the Apologies and in the Dialogue a striking coincidence. More
over, the thoughts and expressions which occur in both productions e:t
hibit still more evident marks of their having proceeded from the s:We 
author.1 

We cannot determine with certainty, whether Justin actually had 
such a disputation with a Jew by the name of Trypho ; but it is at least 
quite probable that various disputations with Jews furnished him an in. 
ducement to write such a Dialogue, as he had thereby acquired so inti
mate a knowledge of the Jewish theology of the age. He was always 
read y to give Jews and Gentiles the reasons of his faith. As we are 
not able to distinguish what is mere drapery in this Dialogue from what 
is.fact, so neither can we find in it any sufficient marks by which to de
termine its exact chronology; but it is certain, from the citation out of 
the first Apology, that it was composed at a later period than the lat
ter, and probably, when we take into consideration all that has been 
said, later than either of the Apologies. 

Justin speaks of the power of the gospel, from his own experience, 
in the Dialogue, as well as in the Apologies. "I found in the doctrine 
of Christ," says he, " the only sure and salutary philosophy; for it h38 
in it a power to awe, which restrains those who depart from the righf 
way; and the sweetest peace is the portion of them that practise it. 
That this doctrine is sweeter than honey is evident; since we who 
have been formed by it, refuse to deny his name, even to death." 

We have to regret the loss of a work which Justin wrote against all 
the heretical sects of his dav, and of his book against Marcian. 
Whether the fragment of a w;rk on the resurrection, which John. or 
Damascus in the eighth century published under Justin's name, really 
belongs to him, is extremely doubtful: Eusebius, Jerome, and PhotiufI, 
knew nothing of any such work. Their silence, however, is no proof 
that it was not his.2 

Among the finest remains of Christian antiquity belongs the letter to 
Diognetus on the characteristics of the Christian worship compared 
with Paganism and with Judaism, which is found among the works of 
Justin. It contains that noble description of the Christian life, from 

1 The mystical interpretation of the Mes· betrays the same anthor; only that, in. the 
sianic paRsage, Gen. 49: 11. Apolog. II. p. former passag-e, he makes use of expressIons 
74: To Y"P'· rrAvvwv r~v IJroAi)v a'urou which were borrowed more from the Greek 
tv a/paTt IJTaq,vAilr" rrpoayytATlKOV ~V philosophy, as his purpose required t~t be 
TO'll rru-{JoVl;, DU rraaxClv fP.fMf} dt' alfla-rl1t' should: T,) rifJ all'an aUto;; arr01t"AVVetl. 
H.alYalpWV TOVr 1rUIIE:v02ITar aurfJ" .q yilp Kt;~ f1-fAAflV rov~ rrll1T€VOVrar aUTifJ eDf}Aov. :Era
/(A.'/fIiv1} {!'IrO Toii chiou 1rVtvl-'urOr Otu Toii A.~V yllp avrov eKUMae ril aywv 1rVW1'4 ToUr 
7f'porpijrov (/iOAi/, of 1tUITfvovn:s avri;J elmv Ol' ai'TO;; C4ealV apapnwv M{J01Jrar, t:' ol~ 
(J.V"8pwrrol, tv aIr OiKti TO rrap'" Tau lJeov ad OVvafltl flev rrupHm, Ka~ evtp}''''~ & 
arripl-'a, b Auyor, TO Oi: dp1}l-'i:vav alf1-a rilr rrapicrra< ev Tfl otVrep'7 auro;; rrapova,,'7. Ta 
araq,uAi!r, lJ1]pa~TLKOV rov extLV pev ail"a rov Of alpa cr;aq,vMi~ tirrdv rov A.6yov, oeOl1~/Cev, 
tpavT}CJ0pcvOV, aA/,.' ov" 1I; avlJpwrrtlov arrip. on alfla plv ex" " XplarQr obI( eq avfip(,yfWII 
uaror, liAA' iK lJeiar DVVap'Wr. Compo with arripPQror· aU: h, r~~ roil 19w;; OvIl"!'8"'" 
this the passage in Dial. 'fryph. 273, which 2 Compo Semisch. 1. c. I. S. 146. 
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whioh we have already made a brief quotation. Its language, its 
tboughts, and the silence of ancient writers, prove, that the letter did 
not come from the hand of Justin. But the Christian simplicity which 
pervades it is an evidence of its high antiquity; to which may be add
ed that the author places Judaism and Paganism in the same cate
yp'ry; that he seems. not to consider t.he. J ewish ritua~ as of divine 
origin-and yet nothmg properly Gnostlc IS to be found lU the compo
sition. Such an appearance can be explained only on the supposition 
of its belonging to a very early date . 
. The circumstance, however, that the author speaks of the Jewish 
I!I!oCrificial worship as an institution still in existence, would not warrant 
WI to infer that it was written before the destruction of the temple at 
Jerusalem; for in a lively description, he might naturally represent as 
~tually existing, an institution belonging to the past. Nor does he fur
nish us with any certain chronological mark, when he styles himsclf a 
disciple of the apostles; for so he might call himself as a follower of 
their writings and doctrines. There is some doubt, however, whether 
this passage in the beginning of the eleventh paragra}h belongs to the 
genuine part of the letter. 

What follows after this, came cyidently from another hand. The 
remarks which here occur respecting the Jewish people, respecting the 
divine authority of the Old Testament, and the orthodoxy attaching 
ii<lelf to the decisions of the fathers, are not in harmony with the pre
vailing turn of spirit and mode of thinking which we find in this letter. 

Justin expected, as he informs us himself in the Apology last cited, 
that a certain individual, Crescens by name, and a cynic by profession, 
-who belonged to one of the then famous classes of pretended saints, 
and used his great influence with the populace in stirring them up 
against the Christians, - would bc the means of his death; for he had 
drawn on himself the particular hatred of that man by unmasking his 
hypocrisy. According to Eusebius, Creseens actually accomplished 
what he had threatened: but, in evidence of this, Eusebius adduces a 
passage from Tatian, Justin's disciple, which yet amounts to no proof; 1 

for Tatian simply says that Crescens 80ugJd to destroy Justin, from 
whence certainly it does not follow that he actually accomplished his 
purpose.2 

Eusebius may be right, however, in saying that Justin suffered mar
tyrdom under the reign of Marcus Aurelius. This account agrees 
with a report of the martyrdom of Justin and his companions, which 
comes to us, it is true, through a suspected channel,3 but yet possesses 
many internal marks which are more in favor of than against its 
authenticity.4 

1§ 19, orat. contra Grrecos. tian communities in that age; that it makes 
: 6avar't' Trept.f3aAeiv TrpaYf-laTf:vrJaU"&at. no mention of Crescens, whereas we "hould 
In the collection of the Mctaphrast Sv- expect, if such a talc of martyrdom had b~e,n 

meon. • invented by some Grlrcultls, that J~lstm 8 
, The fact that no wonderful stories, death would be ascribed to the contrivance 

!IOthing .strained or exaggerated, occurs in of Crescens and the latter, as a principal 
It; "!at It contains nothing inconsistent with character, b'e made the subject of many 
the sunple relations existing among Chris- fables. 
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. Next after Justin follows his disciple, Tatian of Assyria, of whoJn 
we have already spoken in our account of the Gnostic sects.l He has 
himself furnished us, in the only work of his, soon to be mentioned 
which we possess, the means of tracing the history of his religious d~ 
velopment. He was educated a Heathen; and his extensive travels 
afforded him an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the multifa.. 
rious kinds of heathen worship which then existed in the Roman em. 
pire. Not one among them all appeared to him to be a reasonable 
worship. He saw religion everywhere made an instrument for the ser. 
vice of sin. Nor could he be satisfied with the fine-spun allegorical 
interpretations of the ancient fables, which represented them as sym
bols of .a speculative system of nature; and it seemed to him dishonor
able for one to join in the popular worship, who could not fall in with 
the common religious persuasion, nor see in the doctrine of the gods 
anything else than symbols of the elements and agencies of nature. 
The mysteries, also, into which he became initiated, seemed to him not to 
answer the expectations which they excited; while the conflicting By&
tcms of the philosophers furriished no certain ground of religious con· 
viction. The contradiction which he often observed in pretended phi
losophers, between the affected gravity of their costume, of their looks 
and discourses, and the frivolity of their conduct, filled him with dis
trust. While in this state of mind, he happened to light upon the Old 
Testament, to which his attention had been drawn by what he had heard 
concerning the high antiquity of these writings compared with the re
ligion of the Greeks - as might very naturally happen to a Syrian. As 
to the impression made on his mind by the perusal of the Old Test&
ment, he remarks himself: "These writings won my confidence by the 
simplicity of their style, the unaffected directness of the speakers, the 
intelligible account of the creation; by the predictions of future events, 
the salutary tendency of the precepts, and the prevailing doctrine of 
one God." 2 The impression which he received from the study of the 
Old Testament, seems, accordingly, to have prepared the way for his 
belief in the gospel,3 Having made a visit to Rome while in this state 
of mind, he was there converted to Christianity through the instrumen
tality of Justin, of whom he speaks in terms of high veneration. 

After the death of the latter, he wrote his Discourse to the Gentiles, 
in which he vindicates the" philosophy of the barbarians" ('PI.AoIJo¢ia rCni 
(3ap{3fI.pwv) against the contempt of the Greeks, who nevertheless had re
ceived the germs of all science and arts originally from the barbarians. 
In the view he takes of the relation of the Greek philosophy as well as 
religion to Christianity, we recognize the later much more than the earlil!r 
Justin. We have remarked on a former occasion,4 that in this work 
the germ already a,ppears of that speculative and ascetic way of think· 
ing, which he had probably brought along with him from Syria; as we 

1 See vol. T. p. 456. Tatian should subsequently become an anti· 
2 Tatian had therefore already been con Jewish Gnostic; but we have already ob

vinced of the untenablcncss of polytheism, served (p. 456-7) that we are by no meW 
and indeed become satisfied that no religion warranted to adopUhis supposition. 
but a monotheistic one could be true. 4 See p. 456. 

8 It would be very strange, then, that 
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Dl3Y also perceive in it some obscurity of style which was peculiar to 
the Syrians. He says to the Heathcns: "Wherefore would you excite 
the relilrions of the state to a conflict with us ? And wherefore if I 
am unwilling to follow your religious laws, should I be hated ::.s the 
most impious of men? The emperor commands us to pay tribute; I 
am ready to pay it. The Lord commands us to serve him; I know 
how I am bound to serve him: for men are to be honored after the 
manner of men; but that God only is to be feared, who can be seen by 
no human eye, and comprehended by no human art. Only whcn bid
den to deny him, shall I rcfuse to obey, but choose rather to die, that 
I may not appear both false and ungrateful." 

Next after Tatian, follows Athenagoras, who addressed his Apology 
(7rpEI1IMa 'ltep' XPu1Tlav;;'v) to the emperor Marcus Aurelius and his son Oom
modus.1 Of his personal history we have no definite accounts. Only 
two of the ancient writers name him, - Methodius, and Philip of Sida. 
This Philip of Sida, the last head of the Alexandrian catechetical 
school, is the only individual who enters into any details respecting the 
life of Athenagoras ; 2 but the known incredibility of this author, the 
discrepancy between his statements and other more authentic rcports, 
and the suspicious condition in which his fragment has come down to 
us, render these details unworthy of confidence. Neither the remarks 
of Athenagoras concerning the second marriage, nor what he says of 
the ecstacy of thc prophets, whom he represents as blind organs of the 
activity of the Holy Spirit, would suffice to prove that he was a Mon
tanist; for, as we have remarked before, the Montanists said nothing 
on these points that was altogether new: they only pushed to the ex
treme a way of thinking on religious subjects and on ethics which was 
already existing. 

Of this Athenagoras, we have still remaining a work in ])efence of 
tlte doctrine of the Resurrection. 

In connection with the Apologists, we may notice a certain Hermias, 
of whom we know nothing, save that he wrote a short satire against the 
heathen philosophers (OWfJVP!10, TWP if'" 1>tAOfJo1>(JP.) His aim is, to bring 
together a number of absurd and contradictory opinions from the Greek 
philosophers, without presenting anything positive of his own; - a pro
eedure which could hardly serve any useful purpose; for, to convince 
those who had been philosophically educated, something more was 
necessary than this sort of declamation; and the uneducated needed 
no such precautions against the errors of thc philosophers, and no such 
n~gative preparation for the reception of the gospel. We see in Her
mlas one of those bitter enemies to the Greek philosophy, attacked by 
Clement of Alexandria, who, following the idle Jewish legend, pre
tended that the Greek philosophy had been derived from fallen angels. 
In the title of his boo~, he is called the philosopher: perhaps before 

1 See the treatise of Mosbeim concerning Irenrenm. He reports that Atbcnngoras 
~e time when tbis Apology was composed, lived in tbe times of Hadrian and of Anto
In the first vol. of bis Commentationes ad ninus Pius; that he presented his Apology 
hist, eccles, pertinentes, to these emperors· and that he was cate

2 Published by Dodwell, Dissertat. in chist before Cleme~t at Alexandria. 

VOL. I. 57 
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his conversiOn he wore the philosopher's mantle; and, after it, passed 
from an enthusiastic admiration of the Greek philosophy to extreme 
abhorrence of it. It turns on the differences of natural disposition and 
of the mode of conversion, whether the new Christian principle will 
seek after what is related to it in the earlier transition-system, or rather 
present itself only in stern host.ility t<;> it. 

The community in the great capitill of Roman Asia in the East
that flourishing seat of learning - could not fail to be supplied with 
church·teachers of a regular scientific education; and the contact into 
which these wcre thrown with educated Heathens, and with the Gnos
tics, whose native country was Syria, would naturally stimulate their 
literary activity. Under the emperor Marcus Aurelius, Theophilus 
became bishop of this community. After the death of this emperor, 
and in the reign of Commodus, he wrote an apologetical work in three 
books, addressed to Autolycus, a Heathen, whose objections against 
Christianity moved him to compose this treatise, in which he displays 
great erudition and power of thought. From this work we have already 
made some extracts. It is worthy of notice, that this Theophilus, who 
wrotc against Marcion and Hermogenes, had also composed commenta
ries on the sacred scriptures. We may here observe the germ of that 
exegetical bent of the church at Antioch, of which we shall again have 
occasion to speak at the close of this section.1 

We have before observed, how a tendency, antagonistic to the 
germinant Gnosis, grew out of the reactions of the J ohannean spirit . 
in Asia Minor - a tendency which sought to preserve uncorrupted 
and in its practical significancy the historical and objective side of 
Christianity; but we have seen also how this tendency might be mis
led, by its opposition to Gnosticism, to surrender itself too much to the 
influence of a material Jewish clement. And owing to the common in
terest of Christianity and the church in the struggle with Gnosticism, 
spiritual elements among which very important differences otherwise 
existed, here came to be combined. Thus might even those with whom 
the Jewish element more strongly predominated, find in this common 
opposition, which caused all other differences to be overlooked, a. point 
of agreement; as we see, for example, in the case of Justin, who cer· 
tainly was far from being inclined to Ebionitism, and yet judged far 
more mildly of those who bordered on this position, provided only they 
did not refuse to acknowledge the Gentile Christians as brethren in the 
faith, than he judged of the Gnostics. Thus it may be explained, why 

Jerome cites, c. 25 de vir. ill. a com men- possible, indeed, that all this refers only. to 
tary of his in evangelium (which may de- one and the same work. We have nothing 
note the entire corpus evangeliorum) and more of his, (as the Latin fmgments which 
on the Proverbs; but adds, qui mihi cum go under the name of Theophilus do not 
superiorum voluminum clcg,mtia d phrasi belong to the present Theophilus,) unless 
non videntur congruere. But, in the preface other fragments may still be found in the 
to his commentary on Matthew, he cites, Catenre. The examples which Jerome gives 
very distinctly, commentaries of Theophilus; of his method of interpretation, are ~m~te 
and in his letter to Algasia, tom. IV. f. from the spirit of the later Ant1()(;h!an 
197, he cites, as it seems, an explanatory school; for they savor of an allegorlZlng 
harmony or synopsis of the evangelists by the fancy, which, however, might be expected 
same author (qui quatuor cvangelistarum from his Alexandrian education, - 80 easy 
in unum opus dicta compingens.) It is to be recognized in the first-cited work. 

I 
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J1efJesippus, a church-teacher, of strong Jewish coloring and Jewish 
origin, who lived under the reigns of the emperors Hadrian and An~ 
amus Pius, and from whom proceeded the first attempt to compose a 
ohurch history, should show himself inclined to favor the anti-Gnostic 
tendency of the church. In the reign of the last-named emperor, this 
father- perhaps for the purpose of reconciling the differences existing 
between the communities which followed Jewish and those which fol
lowed Gentile customs, or to convince himself by personal observation 
of the agreement in essentials among all the ancient churches - un
dertook a journey to Rome, where he spent some considerable time. 
The result of his inquiries and collections was embodied in five books 
of ecclesiastical events (rrEvre vrrofl/"~p.aTa EKiCArWWlTTlIci:Jv rrpii;cc.w.) In prose
cuting such a work, we may well suppose that he would adopt many 
corrupt traditions of Jewish origin, and be influenced by various errors 
growing out of the low, sensual conception of a Jewish Christian. The 
sketch he gives of James, who was called the brother of our Lord, is 
drawn quite after the Ebionitic taste.1 From a quotation made by 
Stephanus Gobarus,2 a monophysite author who lived near the close of 
the sixth century, we might conclude indeed, that, as a decided Ebion
ite, he was opposed to the Apostle Paul; for in the fifth book of his 
lIistory of the Church, after citing the words in 1 Corinth. 2: 9, 
" What eye hath 'not seen, nor ear heard, neither has entered into the 
heart of man," - he remarks this is false, and those who use such 
language contradict the sacred scriptures and the Lord, who says, 
"Blessed are your eyes, that they see; and your ears, that they hear," 
Matth. 13: 16.3 If we refer these words of Hegesippus to the above
cited passage from Paul, it would seem to follow, that he accused the 
latter of a false doctrine, or, at lea..'lt, charged him with having quoted 
something as scripture, which is not to be found in the scriptures. But 
the concurrence which Hegesippus expresses in the universal tradition 
of the church, and his connections with the church of Rome, are against 
this supposition; according to which, he must necessarily have been 
opposed to them both. 

By several critics of church history in recent times, the matter 
has been represented in a directly opposite way. Proceeding on 
the assumption that Hegesippus was given to the above·mentioned 
anti-Pauline Ebionitism, they have thought themselves warranted 
to infer from his testimony of concurrence just alluded to, that 
in the greater portion of the church, and in the Roman church particu
la.rly, a kindred spirit prevailed. But our opinion is, that this argu
ment proves too much, and therefore nothing at all; for, if this result 
Were a correct '<me, it would follow that we must just reverse the wh?le 
church history of the first centuries, and suppose changes, of wJ;ich 
there is not the slightest indication, but which only would be suffiCl~nt 
to account for the more general recognition of the apostolical authority 
of Paul. That the Roman church did not take its departure from a 

1 Eoaeb. I. II. e. 23. 8 Ma7'117' plv dp~a-Itat ,TaVTa ~al IcaTa..p,w. 
s III PhOti1l9, cod, 235. dEa-Itat. Toil, TaVTa q,ap.cvovr TtJI/ TC .:tEtfMV 

ypa¢iJv Kat TOV Kvpiov M)'OVT~ KTA. 
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fundamelltal Jewish principle, we believe has been proved by our ex
position of the facts. What shall we say of a method of scientific inves
tigat~on, ~hich erects a th~ory on som~ obscure, isolated. pass~ge, iii: 
conflict WIth the more certam results whlch flow from the IDvestlgation 
of the credible and plenteous sources of the ancient church 1 And as 
Hegesippus believed that he found the pure doctrine of Christ in the 
first epistle of Clement to the Corinthians,! where the Pauline element 
is not to be mistaken, he cannot have been an opponent to Paul, as he 
necessarily must have been, if it were really his intention, by the words 
above quoted, to controvert this apostle. 

So far as we can judge, (without knowing in what connection thOl~e 
words of Hegesippus occurred,) we may rather conjecture, therefore 
that he made this remark, not in opposition to Paul,2 but, in his flaming 
zeal against the adversaries of the sensual Chiliasm, who doubtless 
might employ the above-cited passage from Paul, and others of the like 
character, to controvert the sensual representations of future happiness: 

The controversy respecting the time of the Easter festival,3 and re
specting the prophetic spirit of Montanism, furnished afterwards, in 
addition to the disputes with the Gnostics, and the Apologies against 
the Gentiles, new materials for the literary activity of these church
teachers. The catalogue of the writings drawn up by Melito, bishop 
of Sardis, whom we have already cited as the author of an Apology 
addressed to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, shows on what sort of mat
ters the attention of the church-teachers of Asia Minor was at that 
time employed. We find among them the following: - Rules of life, 
and of the prophets; of prophecy; of the Church; of the Revela
tion of John (writings which, collectively, may have had reference to 
the great point of the Montanistic controversy;) the Key (fJ KA"~) (per
haps also referring to the same subject, and alluding to the key of the 
church in the disputes about penitence ;) a discourse on the Lord's day 
(perhaps with reference to the controversies bctween Jewish and Gen
tile Christians on the observance of the Sabbath or of Sunday;) of the 
eorporeity of God; 4 in defence of the material, anti-Gnostic views. 
The contents of the following writings might also relate to the contro
versy with Gnosticism :- Of the nature of man; of the creation; of 
the soul, whether from the body or from the spirit; of the birth 
of Christ; of truth; of faith; of the senses in obedience to faith.6 

The importance of these topics, which entered so deeply into the life 
of the church in this period, gives us the more occasion to regret the 
loss of such writings.6 

1 Euseb. l. IV. c. 22. gives of the contents of this book (fragment. 
2 It may be a question in fact from what commentar. in Genes. vol. II. opp. fol. 25) 

source he took these words, as it is still an .compels us to adopt the interpretation given 
unsettled point from whence Paul himself above. 
made the citation. 6 For the catalogue of these writings, see 

S See above, vol. 1. p. 29S. Euseb. 1. IV. c. 26. • 
4 IIfpl lVlU.Jp.aTOV >'teov. These words, it 6 Compo on this point the learned and 

is true, may be understood, - of God who thorough disquisition o~ m~ worthy ~ol
appeared in the body j therefore, of God league and friend Prof. Piper, III the Stud.en 
who became man: but the comparison with und Kritiken, J.183S, lstes Heft. Wo~ld 
the account which the trustworthy Origen that the author might be induced to furnish 
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A contemporary of Melito was the Claudius Apollinaris, bishop of 
Hierapolis in Phrygia, whom we have mentioned on a former occasion. 
His writings, although not so voluminous, treated on many of the same 
topics. l 

From the school of these church-teachers of Asia Minor proceeded 
lrenreus, who, after the martyrdom of Pothinus, became bishop of the 
community at Lyons and Vienna.2 He still remembered in his old age 
what he had heard in his youth from the lips of the venerable Poly
carp, concerning the life and the doctrines of Christ and of the apos
tles. In a writing addressed to Florinus, a false teacher with whom, 
in his youth, he had enjoyed the society of Polycarp, he says: "These 
doctrines, the elders who preceded us, who associated also with the 
apostles, did not teach thee; for while I was yet a boy, I saw thee in 
company with Polycarp in Asia Minor; for I bear in remembrance 
what happened then, better than what happens now. What we have 
heard in childhood, grows along with the soul and becomes one with it; 
so that I can describe the place in which the blessed Polycarp sat and 
spake; his going in and out; his manner of life, and the shape of his 
person; the discourses which he delivered to the congregation; how 
he told of his intercourse with John and with the rest, who had seen 
tbe Lord; how he reported their sayings, and what he had heard from 
tbem respecting the Lord, his miracles and his doctrine. As he had 
received all from the eye-witnesses of his life, he narrated it in accord
ance with scripture. These things, by virtue of the grace of God im
parted to me, I listened to, even then, with eagerness; and wrote them 
down, not on paper, but in my heart; and by the grace of God, I 
eonstantly bring them up again fresh before my memory. And I can 
witness before God, that if the blessed and apostolic presbyter had 
heard such things, he would have cried out, stopped his ears, and, ac
eording to his custom, said, '0 my good God! upon what times hast thou 
brought me, that I must endure this!' and he would have fled away 
from the place where, seated or standing, he had heard such dis
courses."3 The same spirit which expresses itself here, passed over 
to Irenreus. Of his peculiar practical turn of mind, in his mode of 
conceiving and treating the doctrines of faith; of his zeal for the essen
tials of Christianity, and his moderation and liberality of mind in all 
controversies about unessential outward things, we have spoken before. 
We have also remarked, that he probably stood ~orth as ~ peacem.a~er 
between the Montanists and their fierce adversanes. ThIS SupposltIon 
accords most fully with the spirit of his writings; for that he held 
many opinions and tendencies which coincided with the spirit of Mon
tanism, and therefore contributed also to make Tertullian especially 

lOOn a more ample work relating to these from (hose belollO"inO" to Apollinuris of Lao
matters, as the fruit of his zealous researches direa' and the f~aO"~ents which are found 
during a series of vea.rs in this wide field of in Eu~ebius, and h~ the Chronicon .Paschaia 
die ancient fathers! Alexandrinum, were compared wah ~h~m, 

1 If in the Catellre-especially the Catenre we should have bettcr means of determtntng 
}IIlbhshed at Leipsic, 1772, of Nicephorus the characteristics of this ehurch· teacher. 

?II tbe Octateuebus - the frao-mcnts belong 2 See abov~, vol. I. p. 84. 

mg to tbis Apollinaris were duly separated 8 Euseb. I. V. c. 20. 


57" 
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dear to him, is a circumstance which, after what has been said before 
respecting the relation of Montanism to the views of the church ca~ 
not possibly serve to prove that he was a Montanist himself. Ie he 
had been a zealous Montanist, he would hardly have refrained, when 
touching upon any favorite theme of Montanism, to have appealed 
himself also to the new disclosures imparted by the Paraclete '{ but he 
uniformly appeals to the scriptures alone, or to the traditions of those 
elders of Asia Minor. We cannot possibly suppose indeed, that, where 
he speaks of the condemnation of false prophets,! he means by these 
the Montanistic prophets; for he probably cherished too high a regard 
for the Montanists to do that: but if he were an ardent Montanist, he 
would hardly have omitted in this case to mention, in connection with. 
the false prophets, the opponents also of the true prophets, since he 
reckons together here all that was worthy of condemnation. Instead 
of this, there immediately follows a passage which marks the spirit of 
Irenreus,2 as bcing far rather that of a lover of peace, who sought to 
prevent the schism between the Montanistic communities and the other 
churches, who even hushed the disputes in the controversy about Eas
ter. "The Lord," he says, " will judge those also who excite, divi
sions, who are destitute of the love of God, and seek their own profit, 
but not the unity of the church, - who, for slight and frivolous rea,. 
sons, rend, and, so far as in them lies, destroy the great and glorious 
body of Christ; straining in truth at a gnat, and swallowing a. 
camel. But all the good they can do, can never compensate the evil of 
schism." 

Any stamp of Montanism it would be impossible to find, except in 
those words of Irenreus where he combats the extreme antimontanis
tic tendency of those adversaries of John's gospel, who have been men
tioned on a previous page.s When he speaks with so much heat and 
acrimony against those who refused to acknowledge the prophetic gift 
in the church, but looked on everything that pretended to be prophecy 
as nothing but the inspiration of fanaticism or of the evil spirit, charg
ing them with the unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost, he depart.a 
widely indeed from that character of moderation which he uniformly 
displays, except where he has anything to do with the Gnostics. But 
this simply shows the great importance which he attached to the extra,. 
ordinary phenomena of Christian inspiration, as marking the continued 
communication of life to the church by the Holy Spirit; a remark 
which is confirmed, moreover, by many expressions in his writings. In 
this is involved no essential character of Montanism; for on this point, 
too, Montanism simply exhibited, as may be gathered from what has 
already been said, the extreme position of a tendency of the religious 
spirit which had been existing long before in the church. Moreover, 
if Irenmns lays stress on the fact, that the prophetic spirit was poured 
out on women as well as men; and if he assumed and believed that 

1 I.ih. IV. c. 33, § 6. otherwise Tcrtullian would have called 
2 From the very manner in which Tertul· him, as he does Proculus just afterwards, 

lian, adv. Valcnti"nian, c. 5, notices Ircnrells, " noster." 
we may infer that he was no Montanist; 8 See above, pp. 526, 583. 
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he found proof in 1 Corinth. 11 : 4, 5, that the prophetic calling, by 
an exception to the general rule, authorized women to spcak in the 
church assemblies; even this would afford no conclusive evidence 
orhis connection with Montanism. But he remarks, at the same time, of 
his opponents, that they reduced to nothing those spiritual gifts, which, 
by the good pleasure of the Father, had been· poured out in the last 
times on the human racc.1 And the question now is, whether he in
tended here the effusion of the Holy Spirit connected with the first 
appearance of Christianity, or one which laid the foundation of a new 
special epoch in the progressive development of the church. If the 
latter is the case, he would thus have recognized the mission of the new 
prophets, but at the same time have sought to prevent a schism be
tween the communities adhering to these prophets and the rest of the 
church. 

The principal work of Ircnmlls, which, for the most part, has come 
down to us only in the olJ verbal Latin translation, together with several 
important fragments of the Greek original, is his Refutation of the 
Gnostic System, in five books; a work which presents us with the most 
faithful transcript of his mind. 

Many writings of Irenmus, we know only by their names. He him
self cites a work, wherein he had treated a topic which seems to lie re
mote from the direction of mind common to these church-teachers; 
viz., " the peculiarities of the style of Paul," his frequent use of hy
peroata.2 The work, as we may conjecture, did hot relate particularly 
to the peculiar style and phraseology of this apostle; but the topic 
might be occasionally touched upon by Irenmus, in attacking the arbi
trary method of the Gnostic exegesis. He attributes this peculiarity 
of Paul's style to the crowd of thoughts prcssing for utterance from his 
ardent mind; 3_ an important remark in its bearing on the deyclopment 
of the notion of inspiraLion; for it in fact implies a distinction of the 
divine and the human element, - the con~ciousness that all is not to be 
traced in like manner to the actuation of the Holy Spirit; but that 
some regard is to be had also to the form, conditioned by the charac
teristic individuality and selhctivity of the man. Such a mode of ap
prehending the notion of inspiration, by which the informing agency of 
the Holy Spirit is not conceived to preclude the natural evolution in 
entire harmony with psychological laws, but rather gives that evolution the 
form in which it works, is clearly implied also in many of the expres
sions of Tertullian; as when he assumes that thc Apostle Paul did not 
always follow the same method in his apostoJical work - supposes in 
him a progressive development of the Christian spirit - asserts that he 
W38 at first, when the life of grace began in him, stern and uncompro
mising; but afterwards became milder; - at first, like the Neophyte, 
pronounced ,,':ith more emphasis. his opposition to former principles; 
but afterwards learned to moderate this, to become all things to all 

1 :u~ d?nnm Spiritus fmstrentnr, quod in et alihi ostendimns hyperbatis eum ulen
DOVISSlmlS temporibns. secundum placitnm tern. 
PAlri., eft'usum est in humannm O'o.nU8. a Propter vclocitatem. ~crmonllm sU.0!'llm 

2 Lib. Ill. c. 7: QuemadmorlUl~ de multis et propter impeturn, qlll In IpSO est, SpIrItus. 
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men.1 Two opposite elements, that is to say, came together here in 
the case of these church-teachers: the exclusively snpranaturaJistic 
view of inspiration, derived from the Jews; and specially applied by 
them to the prophetic element of the Old Testament,-which supposed 
an altogether passive stato of the soul; and the conception which, after 
the analogy of the Christian consciousness, was derived from contem
plating the apostolical writings in their characteristic individuality,_ 
a conception, however, which uttered itself only in single occasional 
remarks, but without attaining to any systematic and matured form. 
We should remark, however, that Montanism, in giving special promi
nence to the former notion, yet applying it only to the properly pro
phetic states, led the way, by this very means, to a mode of distinguish
ing, from this extreme point of ecstatic inspiration, lower stages in which 
consciousness was filled by the divine Spirit, but the human self-activity 
operated, as it was animated by that Spirit.2 

Of the writings belonging to this Father, which we find noticed among 
the ancients, we shall mention, besides those already named, only two 
letters, possessing an historical importance on account of their object; 
for they are said to have been the means of healing certain divisions in 
the Roman church. One of these is addressed to Elastus, who was 
probably a presbyter in the church of Rome. The fact stated in the 
appendix to Tertullian's Prescriptions may have been not without some 
foundation; that Blastus had occasioned a division in the Roman 
church, by adhering to the custom of Asia Minor with regard to the 
time of holding Easter. This accords fully with the times of the R()o 
man bishop Victor. Perhaps to this he united also several other Judaiz· 
ing notions. 

The other letter was addressed to Florinus, a presbyter, with whom 
Irenrous, in early youth, had lived in the society of the venerable Poly
carp, and who, as it seems, had pushed Monarchianism, or the doctrine 
of one only Creator of all existence, to such an extreme, as to make 
God the author of evil.s 

1 Paulus adhuc in gratia rudis, ferventer, 
ut adhuc Ne6phytus, adversus Judaismum; 
postmodum et ipse usu omnibus omnia 
futurus, II t omnes lU<Taretur. c. Marcion, 
lib. I. c. 20. 

2 Thus Tcrtullian distinguishes what Paul 
(1 Corinth. 7) set forth, on the ground of 
the common principles of Christianity, as 
human counsel. and what he taught as revela
tion of the divine Spirit: Cum ergo, qui se 
fidelem rlixcrat. adjecit postea, Spiritum Dei 
se hahere, quod nemo duhitaret etiam de 
fideli, idcir~o id dixit, ut sihi apostoli fas
tiginm redderet: proprie enim apostoli Spiro 
itum Sanctum hahent, in opcribus prophetire 
et efficacia virtutum documentisque lin
guarum, non ex pmte, quod calteri. Ex· 
hortat. castitatis, c. 5. 

8 From the title of the book, as it is cited 
by Eusebius, J. V. C. 26, it is difficult to make 
out what there was peculiar in the opinions 
of Florinus. The title is as follows: rrEp~ 

I-tOvapxtar, n'lrEpt TOV !'-~ elva. 1'OV ~£ilv 1r01fI

1"1!V /CaICwv. The first part of this title mar 
doubtless be uuderstood to mean, that Flon
nus, as a Gnostic Dualist, had denied the doc
trine of the !,-ovapxia: but with this, the 
second part. does not agree j for the word!! 
cannot refer to any such fact, as that Flori
nus held to an absolutely evil principle, or 
a Demiurge, as the author of an imperfect 
system of the world. In this cru;e, the title 
must have run thus: rrep' 1'OV !'-1t .Iva. ffr)N 
rov 'lrot1J1"1!V KaKWV. Nothing else, tberefore, 
can be understood, than that it was the ~e· 
sign of Irenreus to show how the Monarchlall 
doctrine ought to be maintained, BO as not 
to make the !,-ia apx~ the apX~ TWV IUJKi:Jv i 
and that Florin, therefore, had made Goa 
the author of evil, either by tearhing a system 
of absolute predestination, - which mllny 
uneducated Christians derived from plUSageli 
of the Old Testament, too literally und'er
stood, (according to Origeo, fbilocal. c. I, 
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One of Irenreus' disciples, according to Photius,l was IIippolytus, 
who took an important place among the ecclesiastical writers belongincr 

to the first half of the third century. Of his works, however, but ~ 
few fragments still remain. True, the testimony of Photius does not 
suffice of itself to establish beyond a doubt, that he was a disciple of 
Irenreus: but since, as appears evident from his citation, he had be
fore his eyes certain statements of Hippolytus himself respecting his 
relations to Irenreus; since there is nothing in this writer's theological 
drift, so far as we can understand it from the fragments and titles of 
his works, - if we may form any judgment, from these titles, of the sub
ject-matter and tendency of his labors as an author, - which contradicts 
this supposition, but, on the contrary, much which favors it, we may 
allow the fact to have been so. 

Hippolytus was a bishop. But as neither Eusebius nor .Jerome was 
able to name the city in which he was bishop, we can say nothing more 
definite on the matter; and neither those later accounts, which transfer 
his bishopric to Arabia,2 nor the others, which place it in the neighbor
hood of Rome,S deserve consideration. Certainly, there is much in 
fa.vor of the supposition, that his field of labor was in the East; but, on 
the other hand, much also which seems to show that it was in the West. 
Both of these suppositions easily admit of being reconciled ,yjth each 
other, by distinguishing the different periods of his life; and the very 
circumstance, that his field of labor ,vas at different times in different 
countries, may have been the occasion of the indefiniteness which we 
observe in the aneicnt accounts. 

The complete list of his writings is obtained by comparing the testi· 
monies in Eusebius and .Jerome; the notices of his works which are 
found on his statne,4 dug up in the year 1551, near Rome, on the road 
to Tivoli; the accounts of Photius; and the catalogue of Ebciljesu,5 a 
Nestorian author in the thirteenth century. From this list we see that 
he composed works on a variety of subjects, exegetical, dogmatic, po
lemical, and chronological; besides homilies. 

We shall mention none of his writings, except those which, on account 

r.17: Totavra {nroAup.BuvoVTff 7rEpt TOV ,'lEoV. 
O1roia ovde ITep" TOt) W~OTaTO'V KaL udtt((JT&.TO~ 
uIl19PWlTOV,) - or by m'lking Gou the ~I'eator 
of a~ absolutely c"il being, whethcl' a 
OODSCIOUS or an unconscious one (a VI.1/.) 
Again, if Florin had harelv entcrlaincll one 
of the common Gnostic dQ(:trincs l'onl'ern ing 
the oril!in of evil, lrenrens woul!l not have 
II8ld, that no other heretic had ever as vct 
ventured to bring fonvartl such views. And, 
moreover, when Eusehiu;; ~ays, that Florin 
s~bsequent1y had allowed himself 10 he car
ned away by the doctrines of Valentine, 
and Irenreus had been induced hv this faet 
to write his book, mp' ordorulor, a.~ainst him, 
(Bee above the account of the Gnostic svs
tems,) it seems certainlv to follow from tllis, 
that the previous doctrines of :Florin were 
not Gnostic. We may conceive, then, that, 
When Florin perceived the untenablene,s of 
a theory which placed the cause of cyil in 

God. he fell into the other ('xtreme, and 
supposed an independent principle of evil 
exi,ting out of God. 

1 Cod. 121. 
2 According to the ronjcctl1l'e or some 

authors, Portus Homanus, or A,len III Am
bia; -a report which pcrhaps ori);inated in 
a Ini~rOll{'('ption of the pa~s:lg-c in El1sebius, 
J. VI. c. 20. 

3 POl'tllR ROIDannS 1 O~tia. 
4 He is rcpre>cntcd sitting on his cpisco· 

pal chair. ,r119f(\pu or ,91'''1'01;, under h,uo 
is the Easter-n'de of sixteen yenrs, winch 
he prepnred, ";lVL.JV tKKaul{((a"j'~'p(,l!(J~'l upon 
whil'h there is a critical essay in the second 
'"01. of ldcler's Handbu("h dcr Chronologie, 
p. 214. An eng-raving of~ the Jnllnt.ur~ent 
itself is to be found in the tirst vol. of :E ab
ricius' edition of the works of Uippolytus. 

(; In Assemani Bibliotheca oricntalis, T. 
III. P. I. 
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of the topics they discuss, are worthy of notice in an historical point 
of view, In respect to those of an exegetical character, Jerome si~. 
fies, that he anticipated Origen in giving the example of more full ~d 
copious expositions of scripture, and that Origen's friend AmbrosillB 
had advised the latter to follow the same plan. He must also have 
somewhere met with Origen, either at Alexandria, in Palestine, or Al"&
bia; since Jerome cites a homily of Hippolytus in praise of the 
Saviour, which he had pronounced in Origen's prcsence.1 His exege
sis, if we may judge from the few remaining fragments, was of the alle
gorizing kind. 

In the catalogue of his writings found on the ancient monument 
occurs a work: 'Trrf:p Toii KaTa 'Iwavv1/v wayy6\iov Kat a1rOKa/.,lnpeWr. This can 
hardly be a commentary on these two books of scripture, though Je.
rome seems to cite a commentary of Hippolytus on the Apocalypse; 
bllt the title denotes rather a treatise in defence of these books. The 
title which Ebedjesu gives to the work also agrees with this supposition. 
We must conccive it, then, to have been the design of this treatise to 
defend the genuineness of these scriptural books, and to vindicate them 
against the objections of the Alogi. If, in this case, it would appear 
that IIippolytus was an opponent of the ultra-Antimontanists, yet with 
this accords the fact, also, that he had written a work on the chari,. 
mata.2 It might be taken into consideration, moreover, that by 
Stephanus Gobarus the judgments of Hippolytus and of Gregory of 
Nyssa, respecting the Montanists, are set one against the other; so 
that we may conclude the former belonged with the defenders of the 
Montanists. Whether the KEtf!aMta rrpo~ rarOV, which Ebedjesu ascribes 
to him, ought here to be brought also into the account, (upon the sup
position, namely, that this Caius was the warm opponent fo Montanism,) 
cannot be certainly determined. / 

A work against thirty-two ~eresies is cited as belonging to Hippoly
tus. It ends, according to Photius, with the heresy of Noetus. He 
stated, as Photius cites, that he had availed himself in this work of a 
series of discourses by Iremeus against these false teachElrs.3 His trea
tise against Noetu9, whieh has been preserved, and probably formed the 
conclusion of the work, we have alluded to on a former occasion. 

We have besides from him a writing of little importance, concerning 
Antichrist, with which also Photius was acquainted. The same com
piler cites from him a commentary on Daniel, from which he adduOO8 
the noticeable fact,4 that Hippolytus set the end of the world at fiv,e 
hundred years after the birth of Christ. In the circumstance of hit 
fixing on a period more remote than it was commonly represented to be 
in the early church, we discern the effect of the tranquil times whioh 
the church then enjoyed under Alexander Severus. 

1 Perhaps much light would be thrown on the exhibition of the apostolic tradition 'Were 
the history of the Epiphany and Christmas two different productions. 
festivals, if these homilies had been preserved 8 The words of Photius are: TBiiT(IC 
to ollr times. (TUr alp"f1'tI,") & t/J1jf1£V ~Ainotr ~1roi3A1/6fal 

~ It cannot be determined with entire cer 6P.tMVVTO, Elp1/vatov' wv Kal avv~t1I" In·· 
tainty, whether this work bore the title: rro/"vTo, rrowvftevor Tode Til f3tj1~(nJ ~t1' 
'ArrOf1To/"tKT, rrapudof1t1," 1rEpt xaptop.aTwv, or GVVTtTaxevat. 
whether the work on the charismata and 4 Cod. 202. 
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In the list of the writings of IIippolytus, found on the monument of 
which we have spoken, occurs a "'pOrpf1rTtKoV "'piJ~ "2:,EpiIPEtvuV. It is scarce
ly to be doubted, that this is the same treatise fro~ which 'L'heodorct, 
in his ljlavtoT1/" quotes several passages, under the title of a letter to a 
queen or empress, (1rPQ~ (3uotAioa, ) which passages Fabricius has collec
ted in his edition of Hippolytus. The subject-matter of them cor
responds with the title which the work bears on the monument. It is 
an exposition of the doctrines of the Christian faith for the use of a 
hea.then lady. The Severina referred to must therefore have been a 
queen or empress. But the name Severina can hardly be quite 
cortect ; - it should be Severa; - and there is every reason to sup
pose it was Severa, the wife of the emperor Philip, the Arabian.l 

Tke theological development of the North-African Church preserved 
8. character altogether peculiar to itself. The theological spirit that 
prevailed here was continually shaping itself into a more settled form, 
from the time of Tertullian to that of Augustin; and afterwards, 
through Augustin, acquired the greatest influence over the whole West
ero church. 

Tertullian.presents special claims to attention, both as the first rep
resentative of the theological tendency in the North-African church, 
and as a representative of the Montanistic mode of thinking. He was 
a man of an ardent and profound spirit, of warm and deep feelings; 
inclined to give himsclf up, with his whole soul and strength, to the 
object of his love, and sternly to repel everything that was foreign from 
this. He possessed rich and various stores of knowledge; which had 
been accumulated, however, at random, and without scientific arrange
ment. His profoundness of thought was not united with logical clear
DeIl8 and sobriety: an ardent, unbridled imagination, moving in a world 
olsensuous images, governed him. His fiery and positive disposition, 
and his previous training as an advocate or rhetorician, easily impelled 
him, especially in controversy, to rhetorical exaggerations. When he 
defends a cause, of whose truth he was convinced, we often see in him 
the advocate, whose sole anxiety is to collect together all the arguments 
which can help his case, it matters not whether they are true arguments 
Or only plausible sophisms; and in such cases the very exuberance of 
his wit sometimes leads him astray from the simple feeling of truth. 
What must render this man a phenomenon presenting special claims to 
the attention of the Christian historian is the fact, that Christianity is 
the inspiring soul of his life and thoughts; that out of Christianity an 
entirely new and rich inner world developed itself to his mind: but the 
leaven of Christianity had first to penetrate through and completely 
r~fine that fiery, bold, and withal rugged nature. We find the new 
WlD:e in an old bottle; and the tang which it has contracted there, may 
easily embarrass the inexperienced judge. Tertullian often had more 
within him than he was able to express: the overflowing mind was at a 
loss for suitable forms of phraseology. He had to create a language 

1 See vol. I. p. 126. 
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for the new spiritual matter,-and that out of the rude PWlic Latin _ 
without the aid of a logical and grammatical education, and as he ~as 
hurried along in the current of thoughts and feelings by his ardent 
nature. Hence the often difficult and obscure phraseology; but hence 
too, the original and striking. turns in his modes of representation. And 
hence this great church·teacher, who unites great gifts with great fail. 
ings, has been so often misconceived by those who could form no friend. 
ship with the spirit which dwelt in so ungainly a form. 

Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus was born, probably at 
Carthage, in the later times of the second century. His father was a 
centurion in the service of the proconsul at Carthage. He was, at 
first, an advocate, or perhaps a rhetorician; nor did he embrace Chris
tianity until he had arrived at the age of manhood. He then obtained 
if Jerome's account is correct, the office of presbyter; whether at 
Rome or at Carthage is, however, doubtful. The latter place is, in it
self, the most probable; since in different writings, composed at differ. 
cnt times, he discourses likc one who was settled in Carthage; though 
the reports of Eusebius and Jerome speak for the former. l Tertul· 
lian's conversion to Montanism may be satisfactorily explained from its 
affinity with the original bent of his mind and of his feelings. 

His writings run through the widest range of topics relating to Chris
tian doctrine and to Christian life; and it is here particularly important 
to distinguish those of his works which bear the stamp of Montanism, 
from those in which there are no traces of that error.2 . 

1 The words of Eusebius, I. II. c. 2; TWV 

/1u},u'JTa l:7rt 'PiJ/11Jr 'Aa/17rpwv, do not say 
directly, that when a Christian he took an 
important place in the Roman church; but, 
according to the connection, may very well 
mean, that, before his conversion to Chris
tianity, he stood in high repute at ROme as 
a jurisconsult (for the arbitrary translation 
of Rufinus - "inter nostros scriptores ad· 
modum clams" - must at all events be 
rejected;) but we might then, to be sure, 
still infer, that, if Tcrtullian lived at Rome 
when a Heathen, and enjoyed there so high 
a reputation, it is also probable that he was 
there first clothed with a spiritual office. 
Jerome says that he had been moved to 
embrace Montanism, by the envy and calum
nies of the Roman clergy. But such stories, 
with which the ancient fathers were so apt 
to impose on themselves, are always very 
suspicious; because the inclination was but 
too strong to ascribe invariably to some out· 
ward cause Rny defection from the Catholic 
church to the heretics; and Jerome, in par
ticular, although he respected the cathedra 
Petri in the Roman church, was vet inclined 
to repeat over bad stories about -the Roman 
clergy, who had occasioned him so much 
annoyance during his residence in Rome, 
especially after the death of Damasus. He 
was particularly prone to accuse them of 
envy towards great talents. 

2 A more full investigation of this topic 

may be found in my Monograph on the 
spirit of Tertullian. I will here only add 1\ 
few remarks in reference to the objections 
made against what I have asserted, by Dr. 
von Colin. The passage concerning fasts 
and mortifications eannoL at all be consid· 
ered as an evidence of the Montanism of 
the author; for a voluntary U(JK'l/r:ttr was eel" 
tainly resorted to by many who were no 
Montanists. The expression, "jejunia con· 
jungere," milrht, although not necessarily, 
be understood as referring to a - not Mon· 
tanistic - 8uperpositio, (continuation of fast
ing from Friday to Saturday, on which no 
Montanist fasted.) Besides, the whole man· 
ner in which penitence is here spoken of, 
the spirit of gentleness which breathes 
through every remark, does not savor ~f 
Montanism. As to the work on the preSCl'lp· 
tions, I do not find myself led, in review!ng 
it, to alter m v opinion of it, as not hllvmg 
ori<,jnated in Montanism. The words, "alius 
lib~llus hunc gradum sustinebit," contr. Mar· 
cion. 1. I. c. 2, Tertullian might use con· 
cerning a work written already, no matter 
whether by himself or by some other per· 
son, personifying it as an advocate. From 
the circumstance. that, in the symbol of 
faith c. 13 the doctrine of creation fronl 
nothi~g is m~de particularly prominent, it by 
no means follows, that he had already had 
to sustain a conflict with Hermogenes i :or, 
even in the controversy with the GnostiCs, 
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It is a question difficult to determine, whether Tertullian always re
mained in the same connection with the Montanistic party, or whether, 
at some later period, he again inclined more to the Catholic church,
and endeavored to strike out a middle path between the two parties. 
!rhe reports of Augustin 1 and of Prmdestinatus,2 as well as the account 
given by the latter 8 of a Montanistic work of Tertullian, in which he 
labors to diminish the number of controverted points between the two 
parties, favor indeed the latter supposition; and on this hypothesis 
many writings of Tertullian which are moderately Montanistic, or 
which merely border on Montanism, might be assigned to a different 
period of his life. These accounts, however, are not sufficiently worthy 
of credit. From the disposition of Tertullian, it may easily be con
ceived, that he would persevere in the mode of thinking he had once 
shaped out for himself, and only become the more obstinate by oppo
sition. The distinct sect of Tertullianists, which appears to have 
existed in the fifth century at Carthage, furnishes no evidence in favor 
of that supposition; for it is possible that this sect, holding to the pecu
liar opinions of Tertullian, had been formed at a la,ter period, when 
separated from the correspondence with the Montanistic churches in 
Asia. 

The study of Tertullian's writings had manifestly an important influ
ence on the development of Cyprian as a doctrinal writer. Jerome 
states, after a tradition which w~s said to haye come from a secretary of 
Cyprian, that the latter was in the habit of reading something daily 
from the writings of Tertulli~n, whom he was accustomed to call em
phatically the Teacher.4 

Concerning the character, the labors, and the most important 
writings of Cyprian, we have already said enough in various places. 
We shall only mention here a remarkable work of Cyprian's, his three 
books of testimonies, (testimonia,) con~isting of a collection of the 
most important passages of the Bible, to prove that Jesus is the Mes
siah promised in the Old Testament, and to serve as a foundation for 
the scheme of Christian faith and morals. The collection was intended 
for the use of a certain Quirinus, who had requested the bishop to draw 

Ibis article was necessarily made a promi- Hermogenes. The way in which he speaks 
nent point; and the connection in which the of the emanation of the Logos, rannot be 
vronls there stand, intimates that it was the called l\1ontanistic i for he expresses himself 
Gnostics, rather than Hermogencs, whom aftcr the same manncr in the Apologoeticus, 
he had in mind. Besides, it is certain from c. 21. And on the passage in the hook de 
c. 30, that, when Tertullian wrote this hook, paticntia, c. 1, compare the remarks on 

Hennogenes had already come out with his page 619. 

peCUliar opinions; hut it cannot possibly be 1 IIxrcs. 86. 

proved, that Hcrmogenes might not have 2 H. 86. 

broached his opinions a great while before 3 H. 26. 

Tertullian wrote his book an-ainst him. 4 Da magistrum, said he to his secretary i 

:/from the cursory manner in which Tertul- .Jeromc de "iris illustribus, c. 5,1, To see 

liI;n speak~ of him iu the Prescriptions, we what use he makes of Tcrtlllli".":8 writ

III1gh! cO~Jecture, that he was then consid- ings, compare particularly. the Wlltl1lgS or 

ered by him as a person of no great impor- Cyprian de oratione rlomim,cn. and de patl

lance; and that it was not until the Montanis- . entia with Tertllllian's trcatlses on the same 

&ill interest was superadded to other occasions subjects; and de idolorum vanitate with 

of hostility, that he was led to eno-[ln-e in a the Apologcticus. 

more detailed attack of the doctr~es of 


VOL. I. 58 
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up for him, as a daily exercise and aid to the memory, a short abstract 
of this sort, embracing the essential points of scriptural faith and prac
tice. As Cyprian calls him" my son," it cannot have been a bishop 
or presbyter for whom Cyprian had prepared a collection of this Bort 
to be used as a guide in imparting religious instruction.1 When w~ 
compare together the introduction to the second and to the third books 
it becomes very probable, that the individual to whom Cyprian wrot~ 
was a layman of his own church, whom he would assist in making him. 
self perfectly familiar with the practical truths and most important 
rules bearing on all the principal relations of the Christian life.2 This 
collection, then, would serve to show the intimate connection subsisting 
between the bishop and those members of his flock who were solicitous 
about the welfare of their souls, and the anxiety he felt to bring 
each individual to a more familiar acquaintance with the divine, word; 
a wish which he particularly expresses in the beautiful words at the 
conclusion of the preface to the first book: "More strength will be im
parted to thee, and the insight of thy understanding will continually 
grow clearer, if thou searchest more carefully through the Old and 
New Testament, and diligently perusest all parts of the holy scriptures j 
for I have only drawn for thee a little out of the divine fountain to send 
thee in the mean time. Thou canst drink more copiously and satisfy 
thyself, when, with us, thou also approachest to the same fountain of 
divine fulness, to drink after the same manner." 

The particular rules, which Cyprian sets forth and supports with pas
sages from scripture, evince the deep interest which he took in coun
teracting the erroneous notion, that it would be possible to satisfy the 
demands of the gospel and to obtain salvation by a mere outward pro
fession and observance of Christian ceremonies; but at the same time 
also show how important he felt it to be, that the laity should be deeply 
impressed with reverence for the priestly order, understood according to 
the principles of the Old Testament. 

In the same country, not long after Cyprian, followed a writer known 
to us only by a production of some importance on account of its bear
ing on the history of Christian manners and of Christian worship, 
namely, Commodian.3 His work is composed in verse, and entitled 
Rules of Living (Instructiones, exhortations and admonitions.) He 
describes himself in the preface as one who had formerly been devoted 
to Paganism, and had been led by the study of the Bible to see the 

1 As we might be led to suppose from 
the words at the beginning, "qnibus non 
tam tractasse, quam tractantibus materiam 
prrebuisse videamur." On this supposition 
we could only presume, that he had prepar
ed the collection as an assistant for a dea
con or a catechist, a docior uudientium. But 
the followiug words show, that the collec
tion was also desigued for the purpose of 
impressing deeply on the memory, by frc· 
q uent perusal, certain important passages 
and doctrines of scripture. It must have 

been intended, then, to serve at the same 
time as a guide for the re\i~ious teacher, 
and as a manual for the catechumens. The 
view expressed above, however, is the most 
natural one. 

2 Qure esse facilia et ntilia Icgentibus pos, 
snnt, dum in breviarum pauea dig~ia et 
vclociter perlcguntur et frequenter lteran· 
tur. 

o 8 Gennadius, (c. 15,) has nothing more to 
say about him, than what might be gathered 
by anyone out of bis writings. 
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vanityof Paganism, and to embrace the Christian faith. l He intimates 
that 81! he believed, with the great majority, death to be the end of 
man's personal existence, he was especially attracted by the promise of 
an eternal and divine life, which was presented to him in the scrip
wes.2 He complains of himself as one who, by falling into sin after 
baptism, had subjected himself to the penance of the church: this he 
confesses in his address to the poonitentes,3 whom he exhorts to surren
der themselves to mortification for their sins, but not to despair; to seck 
after the physician and the right means of cure, and not to separate 
themselves from the church.4 And in encouraging his Christian breth
ren to the conflict, he says that he does not in self-exaltation address 
them 88 the just one.s Considering the extent to which the hierarchi
cal element flourished in North Africa, it is the more remarkable to ob
serve how he ventures, though a layman, to admonish and censure even 
the clergy. While avaricious teachers allowed themselves to be bribed 
oy presents, or induced, by the respect of persons, to be silent, where 
they ought to have reproved sinful conduct, he felt· constrained to rouse 
the misled laity out or their security.6 We discern the more free spirit, 
incapable of bowing the knee to priestly dignity, which had passed over 
to him from the study of the Bible, by which he had been led to Chris
tianity. The Christian spirit, however, in these admonitions, which 
evince so lively a zeal for good morals, is disturbed by a material J ew
ish element, a crass Chiliasm; as for example, when it is affirmed that 
the lordly masters of the world should in the millennium do menial ser
vice for the saints.7 

The work was composed at a time when the church enjoyed quiet, 
perhaps under the reign of Gallienus, and refers to the recent persecu
tions, to the multitude of the lapsed, to the schisms of Felicissimus and 
Novatian. The author testifies himself, that he wrote in the third 
century.8 

We have still to mention here, as belonging to the same church, Ar
nobins, although he discovers a doctrinal training more particularly his 
own, and the spirit of the North-African church, at least in the time 
when he appeared as a Christian author, seems to have exercised no 
influence on him; - a fact which may be accounted for, if we consider 

1	Ego oImilit.er ermvi tempore mult<>, 

rano prm;equendo, parentibus iosciis ipsis, 


(His parents were Pagans, which class is 
denoted throughQut this work by the term 
U insciis.") 

AbotuJl Dle landem Inde, legend/) de loge. 

a Gens et ego fui perversa mente mora..tus, 
Xli ~tam istius ~uli veram ~sse putabam, 
Kortemque ~imiLiter sicut vos judicabam adeSRe ; 
Cum semel exis8Ct, animum periisse defunetum. 

N.26. 
a Namque, fahbor enim, unum me ex vobis adesse 
~que Unquendnm: Fltmsi ip!re rninam. 
Idc1roo oommoneo VUlneratos cautiuB ire. 

N.49. 
t ~lt.elll! .. fiIclu., noel,ihus diebusque preeare : 
~en & matte Doli discede-re longe, 

Et U~I mlserico", poterit alt.iBsimns e •••. 

Tu 81 vulnus babes, berbaw modicumque require. 


s Just.us ego non sum, fratres, de c[oaea. levatus : 
Nee me 8upertollo, sed doleD vestri. N. 6l. 

6 Si quidam doctor~8) dum eL'lpectant munera 
vest.ra, 


Aut. timent. personas) laxant singula. vobis j 

Et ego [non) dnleo, B~d cogor dicere verum. 


And afterwards: 
Ohserv88 mandatum homini. (the clergy) et Dei 

devila.'!. 
Tn fidis muneri. qno doctorf>s ora procludunt., 
Ut taceant, neq-tlc dicant tibi jUSBa divina. 
Me vera. illcec.te, sicut tenens) proBpice Summum. 

N,57. 
T Nobile8<lue viri, sub antichristo devi~to, (Nero. 

who was to burn Rowe,) 
Ex prrecept.o Dt!i rursum viyentes in ~vo 
Mille quidem annis, ut ~ervl.a.nt saI?~tls, et alto 
Sub jugo servili, ut portent vwtualLa collo. N.80. 

B	Et sf parvulitas sic ReD~jt. cur anniR dueeutis 
Fuistis lnfante8 i uurnquid et ~eIDper eritis? N. 6. 

http:ervl.a.nt
http:illcec.te
http:oImilit.er
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the free, independent manner in which he seems to have come to Chris
tianity, through the reading of the New Testament, especially the g0s
pels. He was a rhetorician of Sicca, in Numidia, under the rei!m of 
the emperor Dioeletian.1 His writings bear testimony of the li~rary 
acquirements considered necessary for a rhetorician in so considerable 
a city. Jerome narrates in his chronicle, that Arnobius, who till then 
had ever been an enemy to Christianity, was moved by a dream to em
brace the faith; but that the bishop, to whom he applied, knowing his 
hostility to Christianity, would not trust him, and that hence ArnobiuB 
was led to write his apologctical work, (the scptem libros disputationum 
adversus gentes,) to prove to him the honesty of his convictions. This 
story has come to be suspected as a foreign interpolation; for certainly 
it stands here wholly out of place. That all this should have taken 
place in the twentieth year of Constantine, (in the year 326,) is a mani
fest anachronism. Arnobius appears, moreover, like one who had been 
led to the faith after a long protracted examination, and not by a 
sudden impression from dreams. The work docs not show the novice, 
who was still a catechumen, but a man already mature in his convic
tions, if he was not orthodox according to the views of' the church. 

At the same time, however, we arc not warranted for these reasons 
to reject the narrative entirely. We have already had occasion to re
mark,2 how, by such impressions, many were prepared for conversion. 
By this, indeed, it is not meant to be asserted, that his conversion was 
due wholly to such impressions; - his own work, we must admit, 
would speak against this. But if Arnobius was devoted, as it is evi
dent from the passages about to be cited that he was, to blind heathen 
superstition, it is so much the less improbable, that powerful outward 
impressions were requisite, in order that the zealous Pagan might be 
induced, in the first instance, to enter upon the examination of Chris
tianity. But, however this may have been, it seems probable that he 
had been convinced of the truth for some time before he offered him
self for baptism; - a faet easily explained, especially when we con
sider the circumstances of the times. His apologetical work seems to 
have been written, it is true, in consequence of an impulse from within, 
and not by any outward occasion. But it may have been, also, that 
his determination to make a public profession of Christianity, and to 
appear as a public defender of Christianity, had been conceived at one 
and. the same time, and that it was with this determination he pro
ceeded to the bishop. Subsequently, the bishops were often too little 
disposed to mistrust those who became Christians from outward mo
tives. But that a bishop, in these dubious times of the church, when 
he saw before him a man who had expressed himself with bitterness 
against Christianity, should fear th:tt he had to do with a malicious spy, 
is not so improbable. And now, for the purpose of dispelling his doubts 
at once, Arnobius produces his Apology. He speaks of the cha~ge 
which had been wrought in himself by Christianity, in the foll~wmg 
manner: 3 "0 blind infatuation! But a short time. ago, I worshlpped 

1 Hieronym. de vir. illustr. c. 79. 2 See vol. L p. 75. I Lib. 1. Co 39. 
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the images that had just come from the furnace of the smith, the gods 
that h&<l been shaped on the anvil and by the hammer. When I saw a 
smooth worn stone, besmeared with oil, I addressed it, as if a living 
power were there, and from the senseless stone prayed for benefits to 
myself, thus doing foul dishonor even to the gods, whom I esteemed as 
such, when I supposed them to be wood, stone, or bones, or imagined 
that they dwelt in such things. Now that I have been led by so great 
a Teacher in the way of truth, I know what all that is." 

As to the time when Arnobius wrote his work, he gives it himself, 
when he says,l that it was 1050 years, or not much less, since the build
ing of Rome. This would coincide, according to the lEra Varroniana, 
then commonly adopted, (the building of Rome being 753 B. C.,) with 
the year 297 of the Christian era. But this cannot stand so; since 
the work contains evident allusions to those persecutions under Diocle
tian which first broke out in the year 303.2 We must, therefore, either 
suppose, that Arnobius adopted some other era than the common one, 
or that the exact number did not occur to him,3 or that he had written 
on the work at different times. lIe says to the Heathen: 4 " If you were 
animated by a pious zeal for your religion, you should long ago have 
rather burned those writings, and demolished those theatres, in which 
the scandal of the gods is daily made public in shameless plays. For 
why did our scriptures deserve to be committed to the flames, and our 
places of assembly to be destroyed, in whieh the Supreme God is wor· 
shipped, peace and blessing invoked on all who are in authority, on the 
army and the emperor, joy and peace on the living and those who have 
been liberated from the bonds of the flesh; - in which nothing else is 
heard, but what is calculated to make men humane, gentle, modest, and 
pure; ready to communicate of their substance, and to become kinsmen 
of all those who are united in the same bond of brotherhood? " 

Moreover, the objection brought by the Heathens against Christian
ity, which moved Arnobius to write, (as he says himself,) indicates the 
point of time in which he wrote; for it was precisely the same charge 
which had occasioned the Dioclesian persecution; namely, the public 
calamities, which had arisen because the worship of the gods had been 
supplanted by Christianity, and because men no longer enjoyed their 
protection and aid. Arnobius justly replies to this: "If men, instead 
of relying on their own wisdom, and following their own devices, would 
but make the experiment of following the salutary and peace-bringing 
doctrines of Christ, how soon would the face of the world be changed, 
and iron, instead of subserving the art of war, be converted into imple
ments of peace ! " 

Important as the Roman church became, through its outward eccle
siastical influence and throul1h the influence of the political element of 
the Roman spirit 'on the dev~lopment of the church, yet it was from 

I 	Lib. II. c. 71. not ac.curate. Thus, lib. 1. c. 13, he says: 
See vol. I. p. 147. T"ecenti sunt anni ferme, minU8 vel plus 

• This is the most natural supposition; aliquid, ex quo ('(Cpimus e~se Christiani. 
for certainly the chronology of Amobills is • Lib. IV. c. 36. 

58'" 

I 
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the first comparatively barren in respect to all theological science. i\e 
care for the outward being of the church, which here became predo5&
inant, seems early to have suppressed the interest in theology as a sci. 
ence. But two individuals appear to have distinguished themselves as 
ecclesiastical authors, among the Roman clergy, neither of whom how
ever, could be compared perhaps with a Tertullian, a Clement, ~r an 
Origen - the presbyter Caius, whom we have already noticed as an 
opponent of the Montanists, and the presbyter Novatian, who has also 
been mentioned. Of the writings of the former, none have come down 
to us. Of the latter, we have some brief expositions of the more im
portant Christian doctrines, particularly of the doctrine of Christ's divin
ity, and of the Trinity. According to Jerome, (§ 70,) this work was 
an abstract of a larger work by Tertullian. At all events, however, 
this author was something more than a mere follower in the direction 
of some other man's mind. He shows that he had a mind of his own. 
Without possessing the power and depth of Tcrtullian, he had a more 
decidedly intellectual bent. 1 

Next we have from him a writing on the Jewish law8 respectingfood, 
consisting of a playful allegorical exposition of them, with the design 
to show, that they are no longer obligatory on Christians.2 We see 
from this production, that it was written by a bishop, removed at a dis
tance from his church by persecution, who was in the habit of constant 
correspondence with them, and sought to guard them from being led 
astray by Pagans, Jews, and heretics; all which suits perfectly to a 
Roman church, Rome being the residence of a multitude of Jews. The 
only difficulty is, to see how this writing could have come from a pres
byter; - the author speaks as no one, at that time, but a bishop, could 
speak to his church. We know, moreover, from the letter of Corne. 
lius, that, during the Decian persecution, Novatian had not removed 
from Rome. We must therefore call to mind the relation in which No· 
vatian stood to the churches which acknowledged him as their bishop; 
and it is the most natural hypothesis, that he wrote this work under the 
first persecution of Valerian,3 by which so many bishops were separated 
from their churches. 

We m3Y mention last, as belonging to the Roman church, a man 
whose felicitous and dramatic representations, seized from the life, reo 
plete with good sense, and pervaded by a lively Ohristian feeling, give 
him an important place among the Apologists of this period - Minu· 
cius Felix, who, according to Jerome, before his conversion to Chris· 
tianity, had acquired reputation at Rome as an advocate. He lived, 
probably, in the first half of· the third century, but before Cyprian, 
who availed himself of his writings. We have already had occasion to 

1 Novatian's adversary, ~he Roman bish· 2 Jerome names this work as one which 
op Cornelius, seems, in Rusch. I. VI. c. 43, came from Novntian, and also two others, 
manife~tly to allnde to this writing, when on the sabbath and on circumcision, cited 
he calls Novatian: 0 oayp.aTtrJriJr, 0 TfJr by Novatian as two letters that .hM p.re· 
"'~A'1rr<arrT'K"r hr:trrT~p.'l/r VTrfparr7r'rrT~r. A ceded this letter to his church: III whICh 
remal'k which douhtless hints also nt the letters he designed to show qUal sit vera 
fact, that such It phenomenon W!1.S not so circumcisio et quod verum sabbatum. 
common among the clergy of Rome. a See vol. I. p. 137. 
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make some extracts from this Apologetical Dialogue, 'I1hich is entitled 
the Octavius. 

We pass now to the teachers of the Alexandrian school, concerning 
whose relation to the progressive development of the church, we have 
spoken in a previous part of this history. Of the individual whom we 
find named as the first eminent teacher of this school, Pantamns, 
(IIavrnlvO!',) the philosopher converted to Christianity, no written 
remains have reached us. Our only knowledge of him is through his 
disciple Clement. 

Tz'tu8 Flaviu8 Clemen8 first became a Christian at the age of manhood : 
hence he classed himself with those who abandoned the sinful service 
of Paganism for faith in the Redeemer, and received from him the for
giveness of their sins. l lIe convinced himself of the truth of Chris
tianity by free inquiry, after he had acquired an extensive knowledge of 
the systems of religion and the philosophy of divine things known at 
his time in the cultivated world.2 This free spirit of inquiry, 'whieh 
had conducted him to Christianity, led him, moreover, after he had be
come a Christian, to seek the society of eminent Christian teachers of 
different tendencies of mind in different countries. He informs us,3 
that he had had various distinguished men as his teachers: an Ionian in 
Greece; one from Crelo-Syria; one in Magna Grecia, (Lower Italy,) 
who came originally from Rgypt; an Assyrian in Eastern Asia (doubt
less Syria;) and one of Jewish descent, in Palestine. He finally 
took up his abode in Egypt, where he met ,yith the greatest Gnosticlls, 
who had penetrated most profoundly into the spirit of scripture. This 
last was doubtless none other than Pantrenns. Eusebius not only ex
plains it so, but also refers to a passage of Clement 4 in his Hypotyposes, 
where he had named him as his instructor. Perhaps when Pantrenus 
entered on the missionary tour which has been mentioned before, Cle
ment became his successor in the office of catechist, and at the same 
time, or still later, a presbyter in the Alexandrian church. The perse
cution under Septimius Sevems, in the year 202, probably compelled 
him to retire from Alexandria.5 But after this juncture the history of 
his life and place of his residence arc involved in great obscurity. We 
only know, that, in the beginning of the reign of the emperor Caracalla, 
he was at Jerusalem, whither c,·en at this early period many Christians, 
especially ecclesiastics, were accustomed to travel, partly for the pur
pose of surveying with their own eyes the places rendered sacred by 
the memorials of religion, partly for the benefit which might be dc
rived from a more familiar knowledO'e of these countries, in elucidating 
the scriptures. Alexander, bishop ~f Jerusalem, who was at that time 
in prison on account of the faith, recommended him to the ehurch at 
Antioch, whither he was travelling, by a letter, in which he called him 

1 Pmdagog. lib. II. e. B, f. 176. 8 Strom. lib. I. f. 274. 
2 llUVTCJV &<l 7rfipar O,{}wv UVTJp. Euseb. 4 Lib. VI. c. 13. 

Prreparat. Evangel. lib. II. c. 2. :; Euseb. lib. VI. c. 3. 
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a virtuous and tried man, and intimated that he was already known to 
the Antiochians. l 

We have three works from his hand, which form, as it were, a Con. 
nected series; since his starting point is the idea, that the divine 
tcacher of mankind, the Logos, first conducts the rude Heathen, sunk 
in sin and idolatry, to the faith; then progressively reforms their lives 
by moral precepts; and finally elevates those who have undergone this 
moral purification to the profounder knowledge of divine things, which 
he calls Gnosis. Thus the Logos appears first exhorting sinners to 
repentance, converting the Heathen to the faith ( 'lrPOTpt1ITIJ(~;) then 
as forming the life and conduct of the converted by his discipline 
('lratoaywyor); and finally, as a teacher of the Gnosis to those who are 
purified.2 This fundamental idea is the conducting thread of his three 
works, which still remain, - the apologeticaZ or protreptic; the ethical 
or pedagogic; and the one containing the elements of the Gnosis, or the 
Stromata.3 Clement was not a man of systematic mind. Many hete
rogeneous elements and ideas, which he had received in his various in
tercourse with different minds, were brought together in him - a fact 
which occasionally becomes evident in his Stromata, and which must 
have been still more clearly evinced in his Hypotyposes, hereafter to be 
noticed, if Photius rightly apprehended him. By occasional lightning 
flashes of mind, he operated, without doubt, to excite the minds of his 
disciples and readers, as we see particularly in the example of Origen. 
Many fragmentary ideas, sketched with masterly power, and containing 
the germs of a thorough, systematic theological system, lie scattered 
in his works, amidst a profusion of vain and hollow speculations. 

As regards his Stromata, it was his express design in this work, as he 
testifies in many places, to bring together a chaotic assemblage of truth 
and error out of the Greek philosophers and the systems of the Chris
tian sects, in connection wi th fragments of the true Gnosis. Each should 
find out for himself what suited his case; it was his aim to excite rather' 
than to teach; and he often purposely only hinted at the truth, where 
he might fear to give offence to the believers, (rrtC1TUcoir,) who were as 
yet incapable of comprehending these ideas. The eighth book of this 
work is wanting; for the fragment of dialectical investigations, which 
at present appears under the name of thc eighth book of the Stromata, 
evidently does not belong to this work. As early as the times of Pho
tius, the eighth book was already lost.4 

We have to regret the loss of the lmOTIJ1riJattr of Clement,5 in which 
he probably gave samples of dogmatic investigations and expositions on 
the principles of the Alexandrian Gnosis. Fragments of this wo~k, 
consisting of short expositions of some of the catholic epistles, which 
have come down to us in the Latin translation,6 perhaps also the frag

1 Euseb. lib. VI. c. H. designation at that time for works of mis· 
2 Kat'iapuv rrpiJr yviJacwr imT1jOetOTl'}Ta cellaneous contents. 

tVTperri{wv T1JV .pVX~V tJvvapiV1j'v x"'piJaat 4 Vid. Cod. 111. 
T1JV urrOl<UAV1/ltV ToV AOyOV. Predagog. I. I. 6 Probably it should be translated: Sketch· 
c. 1. 	 es, shadings, general outlines. RllflnWl 

8 	Like the similar word, "eaT6~, l\ usual translates: adumbrationes. 

6 See vol. II. of Potter's edition. 
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ment of the ~iCMraH/C TWv rrpofr/Tl.KtJV, belong to this class. From the larger 
work, it was customary to make abstracts on particular parts of the 
sacred scriptures for common use, and several of these abstracts have 
been preserved to our times; which may have contributed, with other 
ca1ISCS, to the loss of the entire work. 

There is some mystery about the fragment of an abstract from the 
writings of Theodotus, and of the <laSaaKaAia avaTOA'K~ (that is, of the theo
sophie doctrine of Eastern Asia) which has been preserved among the 
works of Clement; - a document of the highest authority in relation 
to the Gnostic systems. It if! perhaps the fragment of a critical col
lection, which Clement had drawn up for his own use, during his resi
dence in Syria. Of Clement's work on the time of the passover,! and 
of his dissertation: Ti~ (, aw'ofL£vo~ rr).ovaw<;, which furnishes so much in
fomation relative to the history of the Christian system of morals, we 
have spoken already on a former occasion. 

Origen, with the surname Adamantios,2 was born in Alexandria in 
the year 185. In connection with his early culture, it is important to 
remark, that his father Lconides, a devoted Christian, and, as it iB con
jectured, a rhetorician, was in a condition to gi.,oe him a good literary 
88 well as a pious Christian education. Both had an abiding influence 
on the direction of his inner life: the development of mind and heart 
proceeded, in his case, with equal step; a striving after truth and after 
holiness continued ever to be the actuating tendency of his life. As 
we have remarked before, that the Bible at that time was not reserved 
exclusively for the study of the clergy, but was also the devotional book 
of families, so we may see from the example of Origen, that a wise, 
use was also made of it in the business of education; and ,,-e may 
observe at the same time its happy effects. Leonides made his son 
commit daily a portion of sacred scripture to memory. The boy took 
great delight in his task, and already gave indications of his profoundly 
inquisitive mind. Not satisfied with the explanation of the literal sense, 
which his father gave him, he required the thoughts embodied in. the 
passages he had committed to be fully opened out, so that Leomdes 
frequently found himself embarrassed. The father chided, indeed, his 
inconsiderate curiosity, and exhorted him to bc satisfied, as became his 
years, with the literal sense; but he secretly rejoiced in the promising 
talents of the youth, and with a full heart thanked God that he had 
given him such a son. Often it is said, when the boy was as1eep, he 
would uncover his breast, kissing it as a temple where the Holy Spirit 
designed to prepare his dwellinO' and cono-ratulated himself in possess
mg such a treasure. 
• 0' 0 

The trait just alluded to in the early character of Origen discloses 

lOra kindred nature doubtless were also mantine honds." but rather the interpreta
the contents of the writino- which Eusebius tion of Jerome: "from his iron diligence, 
cites: Kavt:lv I:KKA1J(J<aaT7Ko~ ~ rrpii~ TOV<; as we commonly express it," I1c!lce he 
'!ovdat(ovTar., ' was also called aVVTUKTn, and ;raAKfl'up?r. 

2 In case this 8umame were o-iven to him Yet Eu'chius, 1. VI c, 14, scen?s to ':lte 
after his death, we must noZ follow the this coo-nomen as one wbwh Ougen boro 
~trained interpretation of Photius, c. llB, from t~ first, 

because Origen's proofs resembled ada
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to uS already that tendency of mind, which, unevenly develcped, and 
misled by a wrongly conceived opposition to the contrary error, betrayed 
him into an arbitrary allegorizing method of interpretation; but under 
more favorable conditions, and with the helps and appliances necessary 
to the harmonious education of the biblical interpreter, would ha,e 
made him a thorough and profound expositor of the scriptures. By 
his father, this inclination was checked rather than encouraged. But 
if the intellectual and religious bent of Origen was determined at lion 

early period by the influence of the theological school at Alexandria, 
this inclination mus~ have soon found means of nourishment, and ripened 
to maturity. As we afterwards become acquainted with Origen from 
his writings, there is incontestable evidence of the influence which Cle
ment had exerted on his theological development; we find once more 
in his works the predominant ideas of the latter, systematically un· 
folded. Now it is certain 1 that he was, at least when a boy, a scholar 
of Clemcnt the catechist. But a youthful indiscretion of Origen (here. 
after to be noticed) into which he was led by a grossly literal interpre
tation of sacred scripture, proves, that in his youth he was still at a far 
remove from the theological direction of his later years; and he says 
of himself, in allusion t{) this false step of his youth: "I, who once 
knew Christ, the divine Logos, only according to the flesh and the 
letter, now no longer know him so." 2 It is quite evident from this, 
that the education of his father had more influence in giving the first 
religious direction to the mind of Origen, than the instructions of Cleo 
ment, and that the influence on him of the Alexandrian theological spi. 
rit belongs to a pcriod of development ~till later in his life. We adniit 
that a great deal of obscurity continues to rest on the history of his 
early training, which the poverty of our materials will not allow IlB to 
clear away. The religion of the heart was at first uppermost with 
Origen; and this great teacher, t{)O, must be numbered with those in 
whom the early direction given to the feelings by a pious education has 
acted as a check on the too intellectual tendency of their later studies. 

The above·mentioned persecution which befel the Christians in Egypt 
under the reign of Septimius Severus ga~e the youth of sixteen an 
opportunity of displaying the ardor of his faith. The example of the 
martyrs fired him with such enthusiasm, that he was ready to avow him· 
self a Christian before the pagan authorities, and expose himself to cer
tain death. 

1 According to Eusebius, 1. VI. c. 6. Alex
ander, bisbop of Jerusalem, who was either 
born in Alexandria, or had come there in 
his youth to place himself under the in
strnctions of its catechists, seems indeed to 
hint in his lcttcr to Origen, that the lntter 
had enjoyed the society of l'antrenus, al· 
though not directly. that hc was his scholar: 
" We recognize a8 oiIr fathers, those blessed 
men who· have gone bcfore llS, Pantrenns 
and Clement, who was mv master, and hns 
been useful to me, and whoever besides be
longs to the number of these men, through 
wTIfYtn I became acqllllinted with you. Euseb. 

1. VI. c. 14. Yet, alas! the earlier influence 
of these men on the education of Origen 
is involved in an obscurity, whicll our defi· 
cient means of information will not enable 
us to dispel. 

2 In Matth. T. XV. 43, ed. Huet. f. 369: 
'Hpel~ de, XpL/11"OV aeoii, rov AOYOV rop ~toii, 
KaT" aupKa Kat KaT" TO ypuPfUl .,rorE: vot,tI(lv, 
TC~, viiv oVKin YLVOJtlKOvrer. •And T. ~. 
§ 17, where he speaks of an,mterpre,tatlO.n 
of the scriptures for the a7rAoVaTepot: Hp!l.r 
& 01 evxop.evOL l~ "A.,,~e£ar MYELV' El IClIl 
XpurTov 7rore ICara tlUPKa lyvwICatJE"v, clAM) 
viiv O{J/ceTL ywwtllCovrer. 
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Such was the zeal of the enthusiastic Christian youth: quite differ
ent was the judgment of the prudent Christian man, who better un
derstood the nature of the Christian system of morality, from the study 
o£~ system itself, and from contemplating the life of Christ and of the 
apostles.! He acknowledges, that, on the question whether the danger 
oeght to be evaded or met, no general rule can be laid down, but every
thing depends on the particular circumstances and on the call; that it 
requires Christian truthfulness to decide the question in each individual 
oeae. "A temptation which overtakes us without any meddling of our 
own," he says in reference to this subject, "we should endure with 
fortitude and confidence; but it is fool-hardy not to avoid it when we 
elm." 2 And in another place, where he is speaking of Christ, who was 
not to be deterred by the prospect of death from making his last jour
ney to Jerusalem, and of Paul, who was not to be hindered from going 
to that city by the voices which warned him of what awaited him there, 
he adds: "We say it behoves us neither at all times to avoid danger, 
noc at all times to meet it. But it needs the wisdom of a Christian 
philosopher to examine and decide what times require that one should 
withdraw himself, and what, that he should stand fast, ready for the 
conflict, without withdrawing himself, and still more without fleeing." 3 

When the father of Origen himself was thrown into prison, the son 
felt impelled, still more than before, to go and meet death along with 
him. Remonstrance and entreaty having been tried in vain to dis
BUade him from his purpose, his mother knew of no other way to detain 
him, than by concealing his garments. Then the love of Cbrist so far 
exceeded all other emotions, that, seeing himself prevented fi'om sharing 
in his father's imprisonment and death, he wrote to him, "Look to it, 
that thou dost not change thy mind on our account." 

Leonides died a martyr; and, as his property was confiscated, he 
left behind him a helpless widow, with six young children besides Ori
gen. The latter was kindly received into the family of a rich and noble 
Christian lady of Alexandria. Here he characteristically displayed 
his steadfast adherence to that which he had recognized as the true 
faith, showing how much he' prized it above all things else. His patron
ess had become devoted to a certain Paul of Antioch, one of those 
Gnostics who so often resorted from Syria to Alexandria, with a view 
~ propagate their system, after having so modified it as to suit the 
Alexandrian taste. This man she had adopted; and he was allowed 
to hold his lectures at her house, which were attended, not only by t.he 
friends of Gnosticism in Alexandria, but also by others of the true faith 
who were curious to hear something new. But the young Origen 
would not be restrained, even by respect for his patroness, from freely 
expressing his abhorrence of the Gnostic doctrines; and nothing could 
induce him t{) attend these assemblies, because he would be obliged to 
join in the prayers of the Gnostic, and thereby express his fellowship 
with him in the faith. 

He was soon enabled to free himself from this condition of depen

1He refers to Matth. 14: 13 j _ lO: 23. ~ In Matth. T. X. , 23. 8 L. c. T. XVI.; 1. 
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dence. His knowledge of the Greek philology and literature wmeh 
he had continued to cultivate after the death of his father, plac~d liiIIl 
at Alexandria, where such knowledge was particularly valued, in a,eon~ 
dition to gain his own subsistence by f,<1ving instruction on_e 
subjects. " 

Having, by his various attainments and gifts of mind, by his zetJ:h 
the cause of the gospel, and by his pure, exemplary life, acquired, a 
name even among the Heathens, he was applied to, now that the oftice 
of catechist at Alexandria had been made vacant in the persecutWn 
by a number of Heathens, who were seeking for instruction in Ohri; 
tianity; and, through the, instrumentality of the young man, Bome were 
conducted to the faith, who afterwards became renowned as martyrs or 
teachers of the church. By this zeal and activity in promoting the 
spread of Christianity, he could not fail to draw upon himself more 
and more the hatred of the fanatic multitude; especially since, without 
regard to his own danger, he showed so much sympathy for those who 
were imprisoned on account of the faith, not only visiting them in thllir 
dungeons, but accompanying them to the place of execution, and in the 
very face of death refreshing them by the power of his faith and aTdor 
of his love. Often was he rescued by Providence from threatening 
danger, when soldiers had already surrounded the place where he re
sided, and he was obliged to escape secretly from one house to another. 
At one time he was seized by a band of Pagans, who dressed him in 
the robes of a priest of Serapis, and conducted him, thus arrayed, to 
the steps of the temple. Here they placed in his hand a branch of 
palm, which he was bid to distribute, in the customary manner, to those 
who entered. Origen did as he was bidden, but said to those to whom 
he presented the branches, " Receive not the idol's palm, but the palm 
of Christ." 1 

The successful labors of Origen, in imparting religious instructioo, 
drew on him the attention of Demetrius, bishop of Alexandria, who WBS 

induced to confer on him the office of a catechist in the Alexandrian 
church. To this office, however, no salary was then affixed; and as 
he now wished to have it in his power to devote himself wholly to the 
labors of his spiritual calling and to his theological studies, ,without be
ing interrupted or withdrawn from them by foreign occupations, and as 
he did not choose to be dependent on anyone for the means of suooist· 
ence, he determined to sell a collection of beautiful copies of the an· 
cient authors, which he had been forming at great pains for his own use, 
to a literary amateur, who, in compensation, allowed him, for several 
years, four obolos a day. This was enough to satisfy the very limited 
wants of Origen; for he led the life of the most rigid ascetic. He 
was at this time, as we have said, given to the literal interpretationo~ 
the Bible; and as he now felt himself bound to aim at the ideal of holi· 

1 Vid, Epiphan, h. 64. The story may Epiphanius. But the first CJf ~ese con· 
in itself seem improbable, when we reflect siderations, although it may eXCIte dotlbt, 
how likely such language would be to in- yet does not dispro>:e the fact; and Eplpha
flame the fanatic fury of the Alexandrian nius is entitled to more credit than USUl\~ 
populace, artd when we consider what little where he repeats anything t? the advantage 
reliance can be placed on the authority of of a man branded as a beret1C. 
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ness presented by our Saviour; as he endeavored with conscientious 
fidelity to apply every word of the Saviour to his own case; he could 
hardly fail, in his youthful ascetic zeal, unchecked by a judicious inter
pretation of the scriptures, to be betrayed into many a practical error, 
either by taking the figurative expressions of Christ in a literal sense, 
or by clinging to what Christ had said with reference only to particular 
aBBes, BB valid for all times and in all circumstances. The most sur
prisin~ mistak.e of th~s sor~, which aften;ards occa~ioned him much 
vexatIOn, was III suffermg hImself to be mIsled by a hteral understand
ing of the passage in Matth. 19: 12,1 to execute upon himself what 
he believed to be enjoined by these words on those who would be sure 
of entering the kingdom of heaven. It was a misconception, which 
might easily arise from a one-sided ascetism and from that method of 
scriptural interpretation, and which was fostered by many a tract then 
in circulation.2 Even in this false step, however, the earnest effort, 
the ardent desire of the young man after holiness, - his sincere love of 
the Redeemer, whom he was ready literally to obey in every hint which 
had been given by him, shine forth conspicuously. But although such 
errors, arising out of what is holiest in man, should always be treated 
with the greatest gentleness; yet there are many at all times, who, with 
but one standard for everything, pronounce judgment on aberrations of 
this kind with so much the greater seYerity, as the principle from 
which alone even such acts of enthusiastic extravagance can proceed, 

1 The correctness of this fact has, it is true, 
very recently been called in question by Prof. 
Schnitzer, "Origines' ueber die Grundlehrcn 
der Glaubenswissenschaft," and by Dr. Baur 
in his critique on this work,.J ahrbiicher ftir 
wissenschaftliche Kritik, Mai 1837, }l"r. 85. 
But I must still, with Dr. Engelhardt, in the 
Studien und Kritiken, Jahrgang 1838, Istes 
Bef~ S. 15i, and Dr. Redepenning, in his 
Monographie neber Origenes, hold to the 
contrary opinion. Eusebius, whose notices 
concerning Origen are derived from the 
most authentic sources, is (1. VI. c. 8) a 
trustworthy witness; and his account of a 
matter of this sort we should not be at all 
warranted to put down as false, without the 
most weighty reasons. It is not to be con
ceived, that he would allow himself to be 
imposed ~pon by any rumor gmwing out of 
a wrong mterpretation of facts, and the less 
so, as he conld have no inclination whatever 
b!indly to adopt any such rumor; for he 
did everything in his power to exalt Origen, 
a~d snch a step, even in the opinion of ElIse
blUs, although he seeks to give the utmost 
p~minence to the good motive at bottom, 
still requires the excuse (.ppe"o~ uTfAoiir, as 
he expresses it). Origen himself savs in 
fart, (in the passage referred to, Matih. T. 
XV. ~ 3,) that he was once inclined to the 
literal interpretation, out of which that mis· 
conception ILrose. In the fulness of detail
":ilh which he there treats this suhjecl, - in 
his manner of speaking of .the mischievous 

consequences of snch a step, - we seem to 
hear one who speaks from his own painful 
experience, and holds up his own example 
as a warning to others. It is nothing strange 
if a certain delicacy of feeling restrains him 
from expressly avowing that this is the case. 
Assuredly, therefore, it cannot be inferred 
in the least from the words, "he would not 
have spent so much time on this subject. 
(el p.i) Kat i: "'P aK tip. tV TOVr TDi'p~,,"avTar,)" 
that he had observed this only in others. 

2 Philo, opp. f. 186: 'E?EVvovXL""t'tijvat 
allf.lVOV~ l; 7rPC)f; avvQvaia{ fKVO/lOV{ AvrT{iv. 
See moreover a gnome of ~iiTOr, 12, which 
was widely circulated among the Alexan
drian Christians; according to the transla
tion of Rufinus: Omne membrum corporis, 
quod suadet te contra pudicitiam agere, ab
jicicndum. Thcse gnomes, by the way, 
came neither from a Roman bishop, by t.he 
name of Sextus, (whether the first or the 
second,) as Rutinus supposed; nor, as was 
the opinion of Jcrome, (V. ep. ad Ctesiphon,J 
from a heathen l'ythagorean: but they a~c 
the work of some man, who, from ccrtam 
Platonic and Gnostic maxims. unrl exprcs
sions of scripture wrested ont of their pl"Oper 
connection, had rlrawn up for himself a sys
tem of morals, the hit.:hest aim of.which was 
the (l7ru.,chta. They do not con tam a moral 
system pervaded hy the spirit of th.c gospel; 
but many lofty IIlaxims, along wlth ma.ny 
perverse ones. 
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lies remote from their own carnal sense or tame understandings. On. 
gen speaks from experience, when he takes notice of those who, by 
similar misconceptions and similar false steps, have involved themselves 
in disgrace, not only with the unbelieving world, but likewise with that 
whole class who will sooner pardon any other human frailty than those 
errors which spring out of a mistaken fear of God, and an immoderate 
longing after holiness.1 When the bishop Demetrius first heard of the 
transaction, he did not overlook in the error the purity of the motive; 
though afterwards he took advantage of this false step a.s a means to 
injure Origen. . 

An important point would be gained, were it possible fairly to de
termine the precise time and manner in which Origen passed over
to speak in the Alexandrian style - from the 'Irian, to the yvwa~. Afier 
what has been said above respecting Clement's peeuliar bent of mind, 
it is impossible to doubt, that, if Origen was his immediate disciple as 
a theologian, he had from the first been stimulated by Clement to make 
himself accurately acquainted with the systems of the Greek philosophy, 
and of the different heretics; as indeed the liberal spirit of the Alex
andrian theology required that he should do. But probably the origi. 
nal turn of Origen's mind was of a far more decided and determinate 
character. There was in his case no mutual interpenetration of the ele
ments subsisting beside each other in his mind. The practical Christian, 
the ascetic, and the literary element never kindly intermingled. He says 
himself, that it was first by an outward occasion he was led to busy 
himself with the study of the Platonic philosophy, and to make himself 
better acquainted generally with the systems of those who differed from 
himself; by his intercourse, namely, with heretics and Pagans of phi
losophical education, who, attracted by his reputation, entered with him 
into discussions of religious topics, when he was compelled to give them 
a reason of his faith, and to refute the objections which they brought 
against it. He expresses himself on this point in the following manner, 
in a letter in which he defends himself for bestowing his time on the 
Greek philosophy: "When I had wholly devoted myself to the pro
mulgation of the divine doctrines, and the fame of my skill in them 
began to be sprcad, and sometimcs hcretics~ sometimes such as had 
been conversant with the Grecian sciences, and particularly men from 
the philosophical schools, came to visit me, it seemed to me necessary, 
that I should examine the doctrinal opinions of the heretics, and what 
the philosophers pretended to know of the truth." He proceeds to say, 
that he attended the lectures of the teaelwr of philosophical science, 
with whom HCl'aclas, a convert of Origen's, had already spent five 
years. As he here particularizes an individual known at that time in 
Alexandria, simply as the teacher of philosophy, chronology would 
naturally lead us to think of the famous Ammonius Saccas, the teacher 
of the profound Plotinus, from whose hand the chaotic eclecticism of 
the N eo-Platonists - ihat compound of Oriental and Grecian ele
ments -received a more definite shape. Add to this, that Porphyry, 

1 In Matth. ~ 3, T. 15. £ 867. 
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in his work against Christianity, expressly calls Origen a disciple of 
this Ammonius.1 

From this time began the great change in the theological bent of Ori
gen's mind. It now became his endeavor, to trace the vestiges of truth 
in all human system.'!; to examine all things, that he might everywhere 
separate the true from the false. His residence in Alexandria, where 
sects so widely different were brought together; his journey to Rome 
(m the year 211;) his journeys to and within Palestine; to Achaia, to 
Cappadocia; gave him opportunity, as he tells us himself,2 of visiting 
those who pretended to any extraordinary knowledge, and of becoming 
acquainted with and examining their doctrines. He made it his prin
ciple, not to suffer himself to be governed by the traditi(;mal opinion of 
the multitude, but to hold fast that only as truth, which he found after 
lIDbiassed examination. This principle he expresses in a practical ap
plication of Matth. 22: 19, 20: "We here learn from our Saviour, 
that we are not, under the pretext of piety, to pin our faith on that 
which is said by the multitude, and which therefore stands in high 
authority; but on that which results from examination and the internal 
connection of truth; for it is well to remark, that when he was asked 
whether men should pay tribute to Cresar or not, he not only expressed his 
own judgment, but, having asked them to show him a penny, he inquired 
whose image and superscription is this; and when they said it is 
Cresar's, he answered that men should give unto Cresar the things that 
are Cresar's, and not, under the pretext of religion, deprive him of what 
was his own." 3 Hence the mildness with which he passed judgment on 
those who were wrong, an illustration of which we have in the following 
beautiful remark on John 13: 8: "It is clear, that although Peter 
said this in a good and respectful disposition towards his Teacher, yet 

1 For there can be no doubt on this point; sufficient to refute the hypothesis, - that. 
viz. that Porphyry, in Euseb. I. VI. c. 19, the philosopher whose lectures Origen at
meant no other person than this Ammonius, tended was Ammonius Saccas. Although 
llithough Eusebius confounds him with the sevcral philosophers taught at Alexandria, 
church·teacher Ammonius, who had written still the words which Origen employs:
a Harmony of the Gospels, still extant, and a I1apa Ti;' <1 ,,) a (J K a A'" TWv <ptAolJOtjJl.)IJ 
book on the agreement between Moses and l"a-&7JI"arwv, naturally suggest the famous 
Jesus. There were, at periods not far remote one; and chronology points to the Ammo
from each other, and in Alexandria itself, nius in question. And even though Am
a pagan Ammonius, highly distinguished monius sprnng from Christian parents, and 
~ong the learned, - a Chr':stian Ammo again fell back to Paganism, yet this is no 
mUS,-and two Or(qrms. We may here re sufficient reason for maill.tnining that Origen 
mark, that, when Porphyry sals of Origen: must have had scruples about hearing him, 
"EAAqv tv r/LAnlJt 'lrau5w-&dr NiyO!r, 'lrpiir TO _ being, as hc was, a famous teacher of ~he 
fJOp{3apov t~';lI<ElA' TO")'1"7J1"", (he became an Platonic philosophy. And it still remams 
apostate to the religion of tbe barharians,) open for inqllirv, whcther really the descent 
one part of the assertion has its truth j of Ammonius {rom Christian parents is an 
~~el~, tha~ Origen, from the first, had been ascertained fact. 
disclplmed III the Greek literature; but it 2 c. Cels. L VI. c. 24: I1oA?Ovr EKmpleA
"I9'8B a false insinuation of Porphyry, that -&OVTEr TorroVr TTK yi)r, "al Toi'r rravraxoii 
he had been educated in Paganism. We l'lrayyf/LAopivovr Tt tiOival (1/r»aavf"f(., _ 
cannot suppose that Porphyry, in this case, 8 In Matth. T. XVII. 426, f. 483: M7J TOt~ 
confonnded the two persons bearin0" the ;'11"0 TWV 'lrOIAWV A'YOl"fVOlf Kat OW rovro 
Dame of Origen; for he knew them "both. tv<1o;o<r <PalVOl"fVOlr, 'lrpo<pa(Jft Ti)r, dr ,-&Ei>v 
I. must agree with Dr. Redepenning, in eVlJE{3fiar 'lrpOlJiXEtv, aAA(t V11"O T1)\· f;Er~lJ''''r 
his Monographic ueber Origenes, that the Kal Ti)r aKoAov-&ia~ ToV "}.oyov ",apt(Jraf'Evot~. 
l'eII8ollll adduced by Ritter are by no means 
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he said it to his own hurt. Life is full of this kind of sins, atta.ching to 
those who in their faith mean what is right, but out of ignorance say 
or even do, what leads to the contrary. .such are those who say~ 
Thou shalt not touch this, thou shalt not taste that, thou shalt not _ 
dle the other. Col. 2 : 21,22. But what shall we say of those who in 
the sects, are driven about by every wind of doctrine; who set fo~th 
that which is soul-destroying as saving doctrine; and who frame to 
themselves false notions of the person of Jesus, under the supposition 
that they honor him thereby? " 1 

By this liberality of mind, it was the happiness of Origen to bring 
back many heretics, with whom he fell in contact at Alexandria, par
ticularly Gnostics, to the simple doctrine of the gospel. One remarka.
ble example of this sort was that Ambrosius, a wealthy man in Alex
andria, who, not satisfied with the manner in which Christianity had 
been exhibited to him in the common representations of the church. 
teachers, had sought, and supposed that he had found, a more spiritual 
conception of it among the Gnostics; until, through the influence of 
Origen, he was undeceived of his error, and rejoiced at now finding, 
through his means, the right Gnosis at the same time with the true faith.ll 
He now became Origen's warmest friend, and endeavored especially 
to promote his literary labors for the good of the church. 

If Origen, after having been taught, by his own experience, the 
errors resulting from a grossly literal int-erpretation of scripture, and 
the hurtful consequences to which it might lead, passed over to the 
other extreme of an arbitrary allegorizing method of exposition; his 
conscientious and zealous endeavors to avail himself of every help which 
could be used in restoring back to its original condition, and in rightly 
understanding, the literal text of scripture, deserve the greater esteem. 
To this end, he studied the Hebrew, after he had arrived at the age of 
manhood, - a task of some difficulty to a Greek. He undertook an 
emendation of the biblical manuscripts, by comparing them with one 
another: he is the creator of sacred literature among the Christians; 
although his arbitrary principles of interpretation prevented, in his own 
case, the full realization of all those results which might otherwise have 
been expected from it. Many pregnant ideas were scattered abroa.d 
by him, which needed only to be applied in a different way from that 
which his own one-sided speculative bent and his mistaken notions of 
inspiration allowed, to lead to fruitful results. 

As the number of those who now resorted to him for religious in· 
struction continued to increase, and at the same time his literary labors 
on the scriptures, which extended over a widening field, claimed more 
of his attention; in order to gain time, he shared the task of catechist 
with his friend Heraclas; giving over to the latter the preparatory reli· 
gious instruction, and reserving for himself the exacter instruction of 
the more advanced,3- a division of labor which probably had reference 
to the two classes of catechumens of which we have formerly spoken.' 

1 In Joann. T. XXXII. § 5. 3 Euseb. lib. VI. c. 15. 
2 See the words to Ambrosius, T. Evang. i See vol. I. p. 305. 

Joann. p. 99, cited on a former oecasion. 
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The division of bis officiallahors in tbis department made it possible 
for him to enlarge the sphere of his activity as a teacher of the church, 
jYld to establish a sort of preliminary school to the Christian Gnosis in 
a course of lectures on that which was reckoned by the Greeks to the 
Ertcuclopedia, or general circle of education, as well as on philosophy. 
He expounded to his pupils all the ancient philosophers in whom a 
moral and religious element was to be found, and sought to train them 
to that mental freedom which would enable them everywhere to sepa
rate truth from the mixture of falsehood; as his disciple, Gregory 
Thaumaturgus, has described, in the account of Origen's method of in
struction, which he has given in a work hereafter to be mentioned. 
Thus he entitled himself to the great merit of diffusing a more liberal 
system of Christian and scientific education, of which the schools that 
resulted from his labors are the evidence. It was also his lot to con
duct many, who had been dra\YTl to him solely through the love of sci
ence, by gradual steps, to faith in the gospel; - first inspiring in them 
a longing after divine things; then pointing out to them the inadequacy 
of the Greek systems of philosophy to satisfy the religious wants of hu
man nature; and finally exhibiting to them thc doctrine of scripture 
concerning divine things, contrasted with the doctrines of the ancient 
philosophers. His course of instruction ended with his lectures on the 
mterpretation of scripture, which, following the principles unfolded in 
the earlier studies, gave him an opportunity to exhibit his whole theo
logico-philosophical system, or his whole Gnosis, in single investigations 
and remarks. Many of those whom Origcn was enabled thus gradu
ally to bring to the knowledge and to the love of the gospel, became 
afterwards zealous and influential teachers of the church. 

Ambrosius, whom we mentioned above as the friend of Origen, took 
special interest in his scientific labors. Origcn used to call him his 
fIJQT/vdriver (tpyoMKT1/r.) He not only excited him by his questions and 
challenges to many inquiries, but also employed his great wealth in pro
viding him with the means of pursuing expensive investigations; such, 
for instance, as made indispensable the purchase and collation of manu
acripts. He furnished him with seven ready scribes, who were to 
relieve each other as his amanuenses, besides others to transcribe every
thing in a fair copy. Origen says of this friend, in one of his letters;1 
"He who gave me credit for great diligence, and a great thirst after 
the divine word, has, by his own diligence and his own love of sacred 
acience, convinced himself how much he was mistaken. He has so far 
outdone me, that I am in danger of not coming up to his requisitions. 
The collation of manuscripts leaves me no time to eat; and after meals 
I can neither go out nor enjoy a season of rest; but even at those times 
I am compelled to continue my philological investigations and the cor
rection of manuscripts. Even the night is not granted me for repose, 
but a great part of it is claimed for these philological inquiries. I will 
not mention the time from early in the mornina- till the ninth and some
times the tenth hour of the day; 2 for all wh~ take pleasure in such 

1 T. 1 opp. ed. de la Rue, f. 3. 

~ Till three or four o'clock, P. M. according to our reckoning. 
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labors, employ those hours in the study of the divine word, and in 
reading." . 

Ambrosius urged Origen, by the publication of his theological labors 
to give the entire church an opportunity of e~oying the benefit of 
them, and thus to counteract the influence of the Gnostics, who had 
first excited among the Christians a spirit of deeper research into the 
things of God, and, under the pretence of a more profound scriptural 
interpretation, contrived, by arbitrary allegorical expositions, to intro
duce their Theosophy into holy writ. The object last mentioned is 
one which Origen himself assigns for his labors, at the close of the fifth 
Tome of his commentary on the gospel of John, which was in part aimed 
against the Gnostic Heracleon. "As at present the heterodox," he 
says, "under cover of the Gnosis, set themselves against God's holy 
church, and scatter abroad works of many volumes, which promise to 
expound the evangelical and apostolical writings; so will they succeed, 
if we remain silent, without placing the sound and true doctrines by 
their side, to snatch away the hungry souls, who, for want of wholesome 
nourishment, hasten to that which is forbidden." 

He completed at Alexandria his commentaries on Genesis, the 
Psalms, the Lamentation of Jeremiah, (of which writings some frag
ments only remain,) his five first Tomes OIl the gospel of J obn, his tract 
on the resurrection, his Stromata, and his work concerning principles.1 

The work last mentioned derived great importance from the struggle 
which it called forth between opposite tendencies of the theological 
mind, and from the influence which it had on the fortunes of Origen 
and of bis school. Platonic philosophy and doctrines of the Christian . 
faith were then, still more than at a later period, blended together in 
his mind. His wildness of speculation became afterwards moderated 
by the influence of the Christian spirit. Many ideas which he had 
thrown out in this work, (rather as problems, however, than as deci· 
sions,) he afterwards retracted; although the principles of his system 
always remained the same. He declared himself, in a letter subse
quently written to Fabian, bishop of Rome, before whom his doctrines 
had probably been accused as heretical, that he had set forth many 
things in that book which he no longer acknowledged as true, and that 
his friend Ambrosius had published it against his will.2 

Yet, as has often happened, unless there had been an outward occa
sion for it, an intervention of personal and unworthy passions, the con
flict between Origen and the party of'the church zealots would not have 
broken out, at least so soon; especially as Origen was far from possessing 
that pride which in other cases so readily connects itself with a theo
logical tendency of this sort, and as he constantly evinced the utmost 
forbearance towards those whose religious and theological principles 
differed from his own. The authority of his bishop, Demetrius, wa.s to 
him an important support; but this man, who was full of the hierarchi
-cal pride, which in these times we find especially rife in the bishops of 

1 ITepl apxDv = T';;V Kopv1'atoTUT(jV Kat 2 Vid. Hieronym. ep. 41, T. IV. 0pp. edd. 
u"X'KDv <loY,uUT(jV, as Origen himself ex Marti&nay, f. 341. 
pr-esscs it in Joann. T. X. ~ 13. 
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the large cities, had his jealousies excited by the great reputation of 
Origen, and the honor whic? he. received on par!icul~r occasions. 

Especially the honor paId hIm by two of hIS fnends, Alexander, 
bishop of Jerusalem, the friend of his youth, and Theoctistus, bishop 
of Coosarea in Palestine, gave no small umbrage. The haughty Deme
trius had already taken it greatly amiss of them, that they had per
mitted Origen, when a layman,! to preach in their churches.:! Yet 
when, in obedience to the call of his bishop, he returned back to Alex
andria, he was enabled to restore the friendly relations in which they 
had previously stood to each other. But in the year 288, he happened 
to make a journey to Greece on some ecclesiastical business of which 
we have no further account.3 While upon this journey, he made a visit 
to his friends in Palestine; and these ordained him as a presbyter at 
Coosarea. 

This was a step, for which Demetrius could not forgive the two 
bishops, nor Origen. After the return of the latter, Demetrius con
vened a synod, composed of presbyters from his own diocese, and of 
other Egyptian bishops, and here brought against Origen that indis
creet act of his youth, by which, we must allow, according to the strict 
Jetter of the ecclesiastical canons, he was excluded from the spiritual 
order" But it should have been duly considered, that he had since 
become an entirely different man; that he had long condemned the 
step into which his youthful zeal had betrayed him. Yet for this 
reason he was deprived of the presbyterial rank which had been be
stowed on him, and forbidden to exercise the office of a public teacher 
in the Alexandrian church.5 Having once drawn upon himsclf the 
jealousy and hatred of the pharisaical bishop, he could enjoy no further 
peace in Alexandria. Demetrius did not stop with the first attack 
upon him: he now began to stigmatize the doctrines of Origen as hereti

1 See vol. 1. p. 197. ~ It is yery probable, that the ecclesiastical 
S There were, probably in the year 216, law was already existing,. which we find in 

t:ertain warlike demonstrations in Alexan the XVII. of the Apostolic Canon8. It was 
dria, according to 1<:useb. I. VI. e. 19, wbich here by no means unconditionally forbidden, 
made it unsafe for him to reside there any after tbe example of the Old-Testament law, 
longer j perhaps when the demented Cara Deut. 23, tbat a eunuch should be chosen 
caJla,.on .his way to the Parthian war, gaye to the spiritual order j but expre,sly defined, 
up thlS CIty to the rapacious and murderous that whoeyer had been subjected to such a 
lusts of his soldiers, JEl. Spartian. I. VI. mischance, without any fault of his own, if 
Co 6. It may be supposed that the fury of the worthy, might become-an ecclesiastic; only 
JlII.,"lIn soldiers would lig-ht especially on " lavTuv UK{JIJTlI{JtlL<JGI; I"~ yl"V{;Ul~'" KI"I/PlKO,. 
the C~ristians. Origen betook himself to It was simply designed to offer a eheck to 
Pal~sbne, for the purpose of vi~iting his that ascetic species of enthusiasm. 
anClent friends, and, as he says himself. (in s l'hotil1s says. it is true, that this same 
JO&I!n. T. VI. § 24,) for the pUl'pose of ex synod not only forbade Origen to exercise 
plonng tbe footsteps of Jesus. of bis disciples, the office of teacher, bllt also to remain a 
and of tbe propbets (t1rlluTQpiav ToW lXV{JV resident in the Alexandrian church. But 
'Iquoij Kal TWV /lat9'1TWV avTO'U Kat TWV rrpo. it is difficult to ~ce how a bishop at that time 
"T';"'.) could enforce this. Hc could in fact only 

.1 Perhaps he was called into these coun exclude him from the communion of the 
.~es for the purpo~e of disputing with Gnos church, and this was fit'st done in the second 
tics who had spread there - his skill in synod. Moreover, the words of Origen do 
~anaging disputes of this s~rt being exten not seem to intimate, that he had beeu forced 
I~vely known. His disputation with Can to Ieaye Alexandria. 
~us the Valentinian, the aet~ of which are 
ated, by Jerome, might lead us to infer this. 
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cal - a proceeding for which, perhaps, some assertions of the latter 
in his disputations with the Gnostics, had given fresh occasion.l ' 

Yet from the resources of his own inner life he drew sufficient peace 
of mind to complete his fifth Tome on the gospel of John, amid the 
storms at Alexandria (since, as he says,2 Jesus commanded the winda 
and the waves of the sea;) when he finally concluded to leave that 
city, and to take refuge with his friends at Cresarea in Palestine. But 
the persecutions of Demetrius followed him even there. The bishop 
now seized on a pretext, which would enable him easily to find allies 
in Egypt and out of Egypt; inasmuch as the prevailing dogmatio 
spirit, in many parts of the church, was violently opposed to the ideal
istic tendency of Origen's school, and inasmuch as the work '/rEP! ap;rw 
would furnish such abundant materials for the charge of heresy. At " 
more numerous synod of Egyptian bishops, Demetrius excluded Origen, 
as a heretic, from the communion of the church; and the synod issued 
against him a violent invective. To this document Origen alludes, 
when, in commencing once more at Cresarea the continuation of his 
commentary on the gospel of John, he says: "That God who once led 
his people out of Egypt, had also delivered him from that land; but his 
enemy, in this recent letter, truly at variance with the spirit of the 
gospel, had assailed him with the utmost virulence, and roused against 
him all the winds of malice in Egypt." 3 

1 As we might infer from the disputation 
with Candidus the Valentinian. Hieronym. 
adv. Rufin. lib. II. f. 414, vol. IV. 

2 In Joann. T. VI. § 1. 
3 We are in want of connected and trust

worthy accounts respecting these events, so 
pregnant of consequences. We can only 
endeavour, by a combination of particulars, 
to trace the facts of the case as they really 
occurred. It is certain, indeed, from the 
intimation which Eusebius gives, and from 
Origen's words, whic.h have already been 
cited, concerning that indiscretion of his 
youth, that the latter was then urged ayainst 
him; hut this could he employed only as a 
reason for excluding him from the clerical 
office. The other steps against him must 
have originllted in some other complaint. 
Photius, who had read the Apology of Pam
phil us in behalf of Origen, says, it is true, 
Cod. liB, that Demetrius accused him ofhav
ing undcrtn ken the journey to Athens without 
his permission, and of having caused himself, 
on this journcy undertaken without his per
mission. to be ordained a presbyter, -whic.h 
certainly would have been an infraction of 
the laws of the chureh on the part of Origen, 
as well as of the bishops. But if Demetrius 
brought this charge against Origen, still it 
may be asked, whether he had any grounds 
for it. We see from the citntion of Jerome, 
de vir. illustr. c. 62, that Alexander, bishop 
of Jerusalem, had to allege against Deme
trius, the fact that he had ordained Origen on 
the authority of an epistola fonnata, which 

The church laws respecting these matters 
were at that time, perhaps, still so vague, that 
Alexander might suppose he had every right 
to ordain a man who belonged to another 
diocese; and yet Demetrius might look upon 
this as an invasion on the rights of his epiS
copal office. At any rate, however, this WII4 
no sufficient reason for excommunicating 
Origen. The participation of other churcliee 
in this attack upon him; tbe brand of heresy, 
which Origen continued to bear even afulr 
his death; his own language in justification 
of himself, in the letter already cited, ad
dressed to the Roman bishop Fabian (as he 
had also written to other bishops in vitldl· 
cation of his orthodoxy, Euseb. 1. VI. C
36;) -all conspire to show, that his doctrinu 
were the cause of his excommunication, 
We see also from what Jerome cites, 1. II. 
adv. Rufin. f. 411, and from the letter of 
Origen against Demetrius, that ~e was. IIC
cused of errors in his system of faIth; SInce 
he defends himself against the charge 01 
having asserted that Satan would one day"" 
become holy, - although we ~annot ~eI'I 
understand how he could deny tins assertIOn, 
which is necessarily grounded in his system. 
Rufinus cites passages from one of.Orij:eo'l 
letters ofvindication, addressed to hiS friend. 
in Alexandria; from which we learn, that 
a forged protocol, pretending to give ~n 
account of a disputation held between him 
and tbe heretics, had excited sQrp~ise ~t !ria 
doctrinal positions, even among hiS friends 
in Palestine. They had despatched a mill

Origen brought with him from his bishop. senger after him to Athens, and requested 
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~ personal quarrel became now a conflict between the opposite 
doctrinal parties. The churches in Palestine, Arabia, Phrenicia, and 
Aebaia took the side of Origen: the church of Rome declared against 
him.I 'How Origen judged of those who stigmatized him as a heretic, 
appears from a remark,2 which he makes after citing 1 Corinth. 1 : 25: 
"If I had said," he observes, " the foolishness of God, how would the 
lovers of censures accuse me! How should I be accused by them, even 
though I had said a thousand times what they themselves hold to be 
true yet had not rightly said this single thing, - how should I be ac
cuSE\d by them for saying, 'the foolishness of God' ! " In his letter of 
vindication against the synod which had excommunicated him, he quotes 
Borne of the denunciations of the prophets against wicked priests and 
potentates, and then adds: "But we should far rather pity than hate 
them, far rather pray for them than curse Utem; for' we are made to 
bless, and not to curse."4 

The efforts of Origen's enemies only contributed to extend the sphere 
of his activity. His removal to Palestine was certainly important in 
its oonsequences, an opportunity being thus giyen him of laboring also 

(rom bim the original of the protocol.. Also 
protocols of this sort had been dispersed as 
far as Rome. Vid. Rufin. de adulteratione 
librorum Ol'igenis, in opp. Hiel'onym. T. V. 
f. 251, ed. Martianay. Although Rufin is 
not II faithful translator, yet this cannot have 
been II story wholly invented by himself. 
The disputations with the Gnostics, more· 
over, could not fail to furnish occasions, 
wbich would bring out prominently the 
peculiar religious opinions of Origen; and 
every opportunity of making his orthodoxy 
IDBpecled in his own church must have been 
e~ly welcomed by those who found in 
him so powerful an antagonist. 

1 Hieronym. cp. 29, ad Paulum: Dam
~tns II Demetrio episcopo, exceptis Palres
bUll et Arabi31 et Phreuicire atque Achaire 
Bacerdotibns. In damnation em ejus con
sentil urbs Roma: ipsa contra hune cogit 
santltum. To be sure, he adds to this: non 
pl'llp~r dogmatum novitatcm; non propter 
heresm, sed quia gloriam eloquentilC ejus 
et scienti31 rene non poterant. But this is 
nelt fart.; it is the subjective interpretation 
of motives, according to interests which 
Jerome at that time espoused. Com pare, 
lIlol'tover, the remark made in the case of 
Tertullian. 

~ IIDm. VIII. in Jerem. ~ 8. 
a01 4>t'AaiTWt. 

4 See 1: c. Hieronym. I. IV. f. 411. Compo 
"lI&t .Ongen says against the sii!nificancv 
of IIl1Just excommunication. see voL 1. p. 219. 
Comp. als~ in ~atth. T. XVI. ~ 25, f. 445, 
the words m which we discem the zealous 
opponent of hierarchy, who was ahle to dis. 
4l8'ter the pious disposition even when hid
den under the. most unpromising shapes, 
a~ wherever It appeared, embraced it. in 
his love. Different from this, however, was 

the course of those bishops who were filled 
with the spirit of a priestly caste and hie
rarchical pride, and of whom he says, apply
ing to them the passage in Matth. 21 : 16: 
" As these scribes and priests were censura
ble according to the letter of the history, so, 
in the spirit ual application of this passage, 
there may he many a blame· worthy Itigh
priest, who fails to adorn his episcopal dig
nity by his life, and to put on the Urim and 
Thummim, (the Light and Riyht. Exod. 28.) 
These, while they behold Ihe wonderful 
tll~gs of God, despise the babes and 
sucklings in the church, who sing praises 
to God and his Christ. The v are dis
pleased at their spiritual progress, and 
complain of them to Jesus, as If they did 
wrong when they do no wrong. They ask 
.Jesus, 'Rearest thou what these say l' And 
this we shall better understand, if we con
sider how often it h;tpren~, that men of 
ardent minds, who hazard theil' liberty in 
bold confessions before the Heathen, who 
de.<pise danger, who with all constancy lead 
lives of the strictest continence and severest 
austerity, - how often snch men, who are 
rude, however, in their expressions, (icltwTat
,5 Ai~f',) are calumniated by these blame
worthy high'priests as disorganizers, - how 
often the v are accused hv them hefore Jesus, 
as if they themselves behal'cd bctter than 
snch honest and good children. But .Tesus 
testifies in fal'or of the children, and on the 
other hand accuses the high·priests of igno
rance, saying. 'Rave ye not read: Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast 
ordained praise' ,,, It might well be, that 
Origen here had before his mimI's eye, Deme
trius and similar bishops, who were inclined 
to judge with the g'l'eatest severity, those 
errors which proceeded out of a pious zeal. 
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from that point, for the diffusion of a liberal scientific spirit in the 
church; and long were the traces of his activity to be discerned in 
these districts. Here, too, a circle of young men gathered around 
him, who were trained under his influence to fill the posts of theolo
gians and church-teachers. To the number of these belongs that 
active and laborious preacher of the gospel, Gregory, of whom we shall 
speak more particularly hereafter. Here Origen prosecuted his 
literary undertakings. Here· he composed, among other works, the 
treatise, already noticed, on the Utility of Prayer, and on the Exposi. 
tion of the Lord's Prayer, which he addressed to his friend Ambrosius. 
Here he maintained an active correspondence with the most distin
guished church-teachers in Cappadocia, Palestine, and Arabia; and he 
was often invited to assist at deliberations on the concerns of foreign 
churches. 

During the persecution of Maximin the Thracian, in which two of 
Origen's friends, the presbyter Protoctetus, of C:Bsarea, and Ambro
sius, had much to suffer, he addressed to these confessors, who were 
awaiting in prison the issue of their trials, his treatise on 1ffartyrwm. 
He exhorts them to steadfastness in confession; he fortifies their reso
lution by the promises of scripture, and takes pains to refute those 
sophisms which might be employed to palliate the denial of a faith 
grounded in facts; as, for example, when Gnostics, who held outward 
things to be of no importance, and pagan statesmen, who were wont to 
regal·a everything solely from the political point of view, sought alike 
to persuade the Christians, that, without violating their private convic
tions, which no one wished to deprive them of, they might join in those 
merely outward ceremonies of'the state religion. Although that mora.l
ity, aiming at an absolute estrangement from all human passions, con
cerning the connection of which with Origen's whole mode of thinking 
we have already spoken, is everywhere to be met with in this book,! 
and also those false notions of martyrdom as an opus operatum,
which, infused into him by the prevailing spirit of the church in his 
time, were incorporated with several of his own peculiar ideas,-shine 
through the surface; yet, at the same time, the energy of his unwaver
ing trust and of his zeal in behalf of the gospel faith, finely expresses 
itself in this work. Savs he to the two confessors: 2 "I could wish that 
you, too, in the whole conflict that is before you, mindful of the great 
reward reserved in heaven for those who suffer persecution and 
reproach for the sake of righteousness and of the Son of man, might 
rejoice and be glad, as the apostles once rejoiced, when they were 
found worthy to suffer reproach for the name of Christ. But should 
ever anguish enter your souls, may the Spirit of Christ, that dwells with
in you, say, tempted though you may be on your part to disturb it, 
• Why troublest thou me, my soul? and why art thou disquieted within 
me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance and my God,' Ps. 42: 5. May it, however, never be 

1 This is seen particularly in Origcn's referred to not allowing him to take tbeJll 
artificial way of explaining the words spok. according to their natural sense. 
en by Christ in his agony; the spirit above 2H· 
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troubled but even before the tribunal itself, and under the naked sword 
aimed at your necks, be preserved by that peace of God which passeth 
all understanding." He says to them, in another place: 1 "Since the 
Word of God 2 is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword "piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and is 
a disc~mer of the thoughts and intents of the heart, IIeb. 4 : 12; so 
leUhis divine Word, especially now, cause to reign in our souis, as he 
did in his apostles, that peace which passeth all understanding; but he 
bIB cast the sword between the image of the earthly and the image of 
the heavenly within us, that he may for the present receive our heav
enly man to himself, and then, when we have attained so far as that 
we need to experience no more separation,3 that he may make us alto
gether heavenly. And he came, not only to bring the sword, but also 
to send fire on the earth, concerning which he says: 'What would I 
rather, than that it be already kindled ?' Luke 12 : 49. May this fire, 
then, be kindled even in you, and consume every earthly feeling within 
you, and cause you to be joyfully baptized with that baptism of which 
Jesus spake.4 And thou, (Ambrosius,) who hast a wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, remember the words of the Lord: 'Whoever 
cometh unto me, and hateth not his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers and sisters, cannot be my disciple.' But both of you be mind
ful of the words: 'If any man come unto me, and hate not eyen his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple.' " 

It was, perhaps, this same persecution which induced Origen to 
leave for awhile the place where he had hitherto resided. The perse
cution at that time being merely local, it was easy to escape from it, 
by fleeing to other districts, where tranquillity happened to prevail. 
Origen repaired to Cresarea in Cappadocia, where he visited his friend, 
~e bishop Firmilian, with whom he had been in the habit of correspond
mg on scientific and theological subjects.5 

But, perhaps, at the very time while he was there, the persecution 
broke out in Cappadocia,6 which was the occasion of his retiring to the 
h?use of Juliana, a Christian virgin, who concealed and entertained 
him in her dwelling during the space of two years. It was here he 
ma.de a discovery, which had an important bearing on his literary un
dertakings. He had been employed for years on a work which was 
fA> contribute both to the emendation of the text of the Alexandrian 
yersion of the Old Testament, - which was the translation chiefly used 
m the ~hurch, being regarded by many Christians, who followed the 
old.Jewish legend, as inspired, and of which the different manuscripts 
yaned considerably from each other in their readings, - and also to the 
llDp;ovement of this translation itself, by comparing it with other 
!'llClent versions, and with the original Hebrew text. Origen, who was 
m the constant habit of disputing with Pagans and Jews on religious 

l~ 37. 5 They occasionally visited each other for 
: He understands this of the JAlgos. the purpose of conversing on theological 

No. separation of the godlike and the topics. Euseb.1. VI. c. 27. 
~like. 6 See yolo I. p. 126.

Lnke 12: 50. 
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matters, had found, as he say'! himself, by his own experience how 
necessary was an acquaintance with the original text of the Old Testa
ment, to avoid laying one's-self open to the Jews, who ridiculed the 
ignorance of those Gentile Christians that disputed with them, when 
they cited passages from the Alexandrian version which were not to be 
found in the Hebrew, or when they showed that they knew nothing of 
passages which were to be found in the Hebrew only.1 He had there
fore employed the wealth of his friend Ambrosius, and availed himself 
of his own frequent journeys, to collect various manuscripts of the 
Alexandrian version, and other ancient translations, which it was still 
possible to procure. Thus he had, for example, in ransacking every 
corner, found, in a cask at Jericho, an ancient translation, not before 
known to exist, of some books of the Old Testament. It now fell out, 
that this Juliana had become heiress to the writings of the Ebionii:e 
S!Jmmachu,~, who had lived perhaps in the beginning of this century ; 
and among these writingtl Origen found both his commentary on the 
gospel according to thc Hebrews, (evayytAwv KUTa 'E{Jpawvr,2) and his 
version of the Old Testament.3 He was now enabled to bring to a com
pletion the great work of collating the ancient versions still extant, and 
of comparing them with the Hebrew text.4 

1 Orig. ep. ad African. § 5.: TOlafJT1J, See the Introductions to the Old Testa
oVU1Jr f7f'wv Tiir rrpot; aVToV, iv Tal, ~1JT"rIerJL ment. We shall merely cite here the words 
rraparIKeV"t;, ou KaTarppoV~rIOVrILV, oM' wr Ufo, of Origen himself respeding the compari
aViolr, YfAuaovral Tailf urro T'WV lfJv{.;v 'lrU1- son,instituted by him between the Alexan
TEVOVTat;, wr T' aA1J{fii Kat 'lrap' aVToi., ava drian version and the other ancient tnul9la
yeypflf'f'f.va uyvuoiiVTa" tions of the Old Testament. After ha\iug 

2 The words of Eusehius, I. VI. c, 17, re spoken, (Commentar. in Mattb. f. 381,) of 
specting the work of Symmachus, are: 'Ev the differences in the copies of the New 
ol, oOKe, 7rPO, TO IWTa MaTtfalov arrOTeLV0f'e Testament, which had arisen partly from 
val," evayyiAwlI rijv Oe01JM,;f'iVTjV aZpeaLV (TWV the negligence and partly from the arbitra
'E,SL",vaiwv) «parovElv. As he subsequently ry criticism of the transcribers, he Rdds: 
classes this work with the commentaries of "As regards the differences between the 
Symmachus on the scriptures, (tPf'1Jveial," copies of the Old Testament, we bave, with 
elt; Tar ypwpur,) one might be led to sup God's help, found a means of Rdjuilting 
pose it was some writing of his, in which tbem, by using the other translations as our 
he expounded this gospel, or rather the criterion. Wherever in the version of the 
Ebionitic gospel according to the Hebrews, Seventy anything was doubtful. on .RCCount 
which resembled it, and employed it to of the differences of the mannscrIpts, we 
prove the Ebionitic doctrines; hut the Greek have retained that which coincided with the 
phrase, urronivuJifal rrp6r TL. connected other translations; and many passages, not 
with KparoVelV, favors much rather the sup to be found in the Hebrew text, we have 
position, that a writing is here meant which marked with an obelisk, (the critical sign oC 
attacked the gospel of Matthew by assum omission,) not dariug wholly to omit them, 
ing the genuineness of the Ehionitic revis But some passages we have noted with an 
ion of the gospel nccording to the Hebrews. asterisk, in order to make it clear, that BUch 

a Palladius (in the heginning of the fifth passages, which are not found in the Sev1lu
century) relntes, in his historv of the monks, ty, have been added hy us from the other 
(AavO"iaKa,) c. 147, that he luid found in an translations coinciding with the .Hebr~w 
old manuscript, coming from Origen, the text; and in order that whoever 18 so Ill

words written in his own hand, giving the clined, may receive them into the text, (1_ sup
account cited in the text. True, this Pal pose that the reading should be "Il"POfTjTa1i) 
ladius is a witness liable to some suspicion but whoever takes anv offence at them, mllr, 
on account of his credulity; hut in this case receive or not receive" them, as he pleases.' 
we have no reason to disbelieve him, espe From these last words, we see bow much 
cially as his testimony agrees with the nar Origin had to fear from those who were 
rative of Eusebius, I. VI. c. 17. ready at once to accuse anyone that de

4 The Hexapla: to say anything more parted from the trRditional and ~ustomary 
concerning this work and kindred works of route, of falsifying the saered SCl"lptares. 
Origen, would be foreign from our purpose. 
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After the assassination of Maximin, and under the reign of the em
peror Gordian, in the year 238, Origen was enabled to return once 
more to Cresarea, and resume there his earlier labors. 

Long before, while he resided at Alexandria, the church of Greece, 
where he enjoyed a high reputation, had sent for him to advise with 
them on some ecclesiastical matters: he now probably received a second 
invitation of the same kind. His way led him through Nicomedia in 
Bithynia, where he spent several days with his old friend Ambrosius, 
who if the narrative of Jerome is correct, had meanwhile become dea
con ~ whether it was that the latter had his appointment in the church 
of that city, or whether he had come thither for the sake of meeting 
Origen. There he received a letter from another friend, Julius Afri
canus, one of the distinguished learned Christians of that age.1 Ori
gen, in a conversation which took place in the presence of Africanus, 
had cited the story of Susanna, on the authority of the Alexandrian 
version, as a part of genuine scripture, belonging to the book of Dan
iel. In this letter, equally characterized by the moderate, respectful 
wne of literary controversy, and by the unbiassed freedom of criticism, 
Africanus expressed his surprise at what he had heard, and asked for 
further explanations. Origen replied in a full and elaborate letter from 
Nicomedia. Not so free from prejudice as Africanus, he labored to 
defend the authority of the Alexandrian version and collection of .the 
MCred writings. It is well worth observing, how the free inquiring 
mind of Origen, out of a misconceived piety, perhaps, too, rendered 
timid by the convulsions which, in spite of his own will, he had occa
sioned in the church, took refuge in the authority of a church tradition 
preserved pure under the guidance of a special Providence. "But 
ought not that Providence," says he,2 " which in the sacred writings has 

1 He was then a very aged man, as is evi
dent from the fact, that he could address 
Origen, who was now fifty, by the title, 
"my son." His usual place of residence 
'11'88 probably the ancient and ruined city of 
Emmaus or Nicopolis in Palestine, (so call
ed by the Romans after the Jewish war, and 
Dot to be confounded with the Emmaus of 
the New Testament, being more distant, 
namely, 176 stadia from Jerusa.lcm.) The 
inhabitants of this ruined place chose him 
88 their delegate to the emperor Heliogaha
Ius, for the purpose of obtaining from that 
~pc;ror t~e restoration of their city, a mis
hon !n ,:"h,ch he was snccessful. Hieronym. 
de Vir. Illustr. c. 63. He is known as the 
1irst author of a Christian Historv of the 
world, (his xpovoypa1>ia in five books, vid. 
Euseb.1. VI. e. 31.) This work, of which 
Our only knowledge is derived from the use 
made of it by other writers. and from frag
lllenta, undoubtedly had its ori"in in an 
apologetic aim. He is known, "again, on 
~unt of his letter to Aristides, on the 
method of reronciling the differences be
tween the genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 
and Luke, of which Eusebius, Hist. lib. I. 
e. 7, has preserved to us a fra!mlent. There 
Ie another remarkable fragme~t of the same 

VOL. I. 60 

letter, published by Routh, rcliquire sacrre, 
vol. II. p. 115. He controverts here those 
who asserted, that these different genealo
gies had been given merely for the purpose 
of demonstrating in this way the truth, that 
Christ was at once King and High Priest, 
being llescended from the royal and priest
ly families. And in this connection he ex
presses himself very strongly against the 
theory of "pious fraud." "God forbid," 
says he, " that the opinion should ever pre
vail in the church of Christ, that any false 
thing can be fabricated for Christ's glory." 
Mi; or, "pfl'roi1/ TowiiTO(' AOyO(' iv iKKA1/al.<;l 
Xp!aTOii, OT! '/11'1)(50(, crVYKftTat Ei(, alvov Ka~ 
oo~oMyiav Xp!aTov. Eusebius ascribes to 
him a work which contained a sort of lite
rary omniwIltZ, after the fashion of the unsci
entific Polyhistories of those times, entitled 
the KEaTO!. A great deal, however, as
cribed to him in the fragments of this work, 
does not accord with the views and princi
ples which should belong to this man. ac
cording to what we otherwise know of him_ 
It were certainly the most natural hypothe
sis, that he wrote this work before his habits 
of thinking had become decidedly Chris
tian. 

2 c.... 
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given the means of edification to all the churches of Christ, to have eared' 
for those who are bought with a price, for whom Christ died - Christ 
the Son of that God who is love, and who spared not his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all, that he might with him freely give us all things ? 
Besides, consider whether it is not well to think of those words, 'Re
move not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.''' Prov. 
22: 28. He then proceeds to say, that although he by no means ne
glected the other allcient translations, yet he had bestowed peculiar dili
gence on the Alexandrian version, that it might not seem as if he 
wished to introduce into the church any falsifying innovation; and that 
he might give no pretext to those who sought occasion for, and took de
light in, accusing and calumniating the men who were universally 
known and held an important place in the church.l Origen's journey 
terminated at Athens, where he resided for some time, finished his com
mentary on Ezekiel, and began his commentary on the Song of Solo
mon.2 

To the end of his life, he was occupied with theological labors. Under 
the reign of Philip the Arabian, with whose family he was on terms of 
correspondence, he wrote the work against Celsus, which has already 
been mentioned, his commentary on the gospel of Matthew, and other 
treatises. When he was sixty years of age, he now for the first time 
permitted his discourses to be taken down by short-hand writers. :fu 
what high consideration he stood with the churches of these countries, 
is evident from the fact, that on important ecclesiastical questions, 
where it was difficult to come at a decision, the opinion of Origen was 
consulted by synods of bishops. A case of this sort, in which Beryl
Ius, the bishop of Bostra in Arabia, submitted to be taught by him, we 
have noticed on a former occasion. We may here mention as another 
instance of this kind, that a controversy had been excited by a party 
among the Arabian Christians, who asserted, that the human soul died 
with the body, and that it was to be revived only with the body at the 
resurrection, - an ancient Jewish notion. Perhaps, too, in these dis
tricts, whose situation brought them into frequent contact with Jews, it 
was no new doctrine, but the one which had prevailed there from an
cient times; and _perhaps it was first brought about through the influ:
ence of Origen, -in whose system the doctrine of the natural immor
tality of the soul, which is related to God, held an important place,
that this latter doctrine now b.ecame here the more general one, and 
the small party who still adhered to the old opinion, appeared to be 
heretical; if the case really was, that the prevailing voice had expressed 
itself thus early against them.s Hence it is explained, how the con
vention of a great synod came to be thought necessary for the purpose 
of settling these disputes. As they could not come to an agreement, 

1 "Iva ttfI Tl n:apaxaparmv OOKOl1}fLtv TaZf judQ1l concerning the controversies of these 
vn:o To" ovpaviJv tK/(Al/uiCUf· Kat n:pO<j>UUf'l: tim~s too much according to his own milo 
c!iowfLEV TOlf i;1}TOVUW u</>0PflUr, t{}O.mJut nwr jective views and the church orthodoxy of 
€v piu", <JVKo<j>aVUlV Kat TWV dturpatVOflF:v(,JV his age, when he represents the defendel'l 
tV Ti;J "owi;J KaT1Jyopeiv. of this opinion as men generally acknowl

2 Euseb. lib. VI. c. 32. edged to be teachers of error and propaga
8 Easebius (I. VI. c. 37) may perhaps tors of a new doctrine. 
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o 'gen was sent for' and it was brought about by his influence, that 
th~opponents of the s~ul's natural immortality confessed and renounced 

their error, .. . b 
Origen, who, on account. of some parh~ular oplDlOns, was y a gre~t 

part of the church stigmatIzed as a heretIc and enemy to the evangeli
cal scheme of faith is said in the last days of a life consecrated to labor 
and conllict in beh~lf of that which he considered to be the cause of 
Christ to have refuted by his conduct the accusations of his adversa
ries ~d shown how he was ready to sacrifice all for the faith, - how 
he belonged to that number who are willing t-o hate even their own life 
for the Lord's sake . 

.As the fury of the enemies of. Christianity, in the Dec~a~ pe~ecu
tion was directed particularly agamst those men who were distmgmshed 
amdng the Christians for their station, their wealth, or their know
ledge, and their activity in promulgating ~h.e faith,l it was nat~ral that 
such a man as Orio-cn should become It shmmg mark for fanatIcal cru
elty. After a st~dfast confession, he was thrown into prison; and 
here it was attempted, in conformity with the plan of the Deeian perse
cution, to overcome the infirmity of age, by exquisite and gradually 
increasing tortures. But the faith which he bore at heart, sustained 
the weakness of old age, and gave him power to withstand every trial. 
After having suffered so much,2 he wrote from his prison a letter full of 
consolation, of encouragement for others. Thc circumstances hereto
rore mentioned, which contributed first to moderate, and then to bring 
wholly to an end, this persecution, procured finally for Origin also free
dom and repose. Yet the sufferings which he had undergone, served 
perhaps to hasten his death, which took place about the year 254,3 in 
the seventieth year of his age. 

The influence of Origen on theological culture was no longer cOImected 
with his person, but continued to spread independently of the man, 
through his writings and his scholars, not without continual conflict with 
the minds of the opposite tendency, The friends of Chiliasm, of the 
gross ~teral method of scriptural interpretation, and of the anthropo
morphic and anthropopathic mode of representing divine things eOD
nected therewith, and the zealots for the letter of the church doctrinal 
tradition, were opponents to the school of Origen. The conflict between 
these antagonistic directions of mind presents the most important phe
non:ena connected with the theological development at the close of this 
penod. We shall here, in the first place, glance at the church which 

!The personal insignes. written by Origen after the persecution, 
I Euseb. I. VI. c. 39. conccrninO" the genuineness of which how

. Euseb.l. VII. c. 2. .According to Pho- ever, Photius was not fully convinced'. But 
tillS, cod. lIS,. there were two different re- according to what Eusebius says, in the 
bO~t8 c,oncermng the manner and time of above-cited passao-e of his Church Risto

ngen s death. Pam phil us, and many oth- . ry, _ who undoubtedly followed the account 
~tb~~ had been personally acquainted of his friend and teacher Pamphilus -it can 
:. at cgen, reported that he di~ as a mat·- hardly be supposed that Pamphilds really 
tl:~~. 0 resarea, nnder the DecI~n pe~ecu- reported any such thing. Perhaps Photius 
times of~e:n reported, that. he hved till the mIsunderstood Pamphil US, when the latteJ 
d· d Tyr us and VolnSlanl1S, and then meant simply confession under torture 0\a:o a\ e, and was there buried; which perhaps was speakino- of the indirect cO:Ue. 

un was confirmed also by the letters quences of those s1Ifferings to Origen. 
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was the original seat of Origen's activity, namely, the church of Ale
andria and of Ef}ypt., 

Origen had here left behind him disciples, who continued to labor on 
in his own spirit, although with less of the zeal for speculation. Deme
trius the bishop was, as it appears from what has been said, rather the 
personal enemy of Origen, than the enemy of his theological direction 
of mind: his attack upon the latter had probably been only a pretext. 
Hence he permitted the disciples of Origen to continue their labors 
without disturbance; and he himself died soon after the outbreak of 
these controversies, in the same year 231. 

Heraclas, the disciple and friend of Origen, - who has already been 
mentioned, and who, after the death of the latter, was placed at the 
head of the catechetical school, - succeeded Demetrius in the episcopal 
office. Heraclas was succeeded - in the year 247 - as catechist, 
and afterwards as bishop, by Dionysius, another worthy disciple of Ori
gen, who always retained his love and respect for him, and when he 
was in prison, under the Decian persecution, addressed to him a letter 
of consolation. Dionysius, as he tells us himself, had coine to the faith 
in the gospel in the way of free examination, - having searched im
partially through all the systems; and hence he remained true to this 
principle, both as a Christian and a teacher of the church. He read 
and examined without prejudice all the writings of the heretics, and 
rejected their systems only after he had made himself accurately ac
quainted with them, and put it into his power to refute them by argu
ments. A presbyter of his church warned him of the injury which 
might accrue to his soul by the distracting occupation of perusing So 
many godless writings. But the Spirit of God gave him assurance, 
that he needed not to be disturbed by that fear. He believed that he 
had heard a voice, saying to him: "Read whatever falls into thy hands, 
for thou art capable of judging and proving all things; and from the 
first this has been to thee the occasion of faith." By this encourage
ment, Dionysius was confirmed in his purpose; and he found it agreea
ble to that direction of the Lord (in an apocryphal gospel) to the 
stronger Christians: "Be ye skilful money-changers," ylve~e dOK'fJol T(H1!trt

t;Tal, i.e. skilful to distinguish the genuine from the counterfeit coin.1 . 

We have, on several occasions, already adduced examples of the 
freedom of spirit and moderation of this Father, and of the happy 
effects thence resulting. The same Christian moderation and gentle
ness appear also in his letter to Basilides, an Egyptian bishop, on ques
tions relative to matters of church discipline and worship.2 The letter 
of Dionysius to his subordinate bishop concludes thus: "These ques
tions you have not proposed to me as if you were ignorant of the sub. 
ject, but to honor me, and to be assured that I am of the same mind 
with yourself, as indeed I am. I have laid open to you my own opin. 
ions, not as a teacher, but with all the frankness which we are bound to 

1 Dionysius, in his letter to the Roman in'" an hrtUTOM, /Cavavu,;', The fragmenl. 

presbyter Philemon, Euseb. LVII. c. 7. or"'it which still remain were last edited by 


2 Which letter acquired the authority of Routh, in his ReliquilB Sacrlll, vol. II. 

canonical law in the Greek church, as be
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use in our communications with each other. But it is now your busi
ness to judge of what I have said, and then write me what seems to 
you better than this, or whether you hold that to be right which I have 
advanced." 1 

The next that distinguished themselves as teachers in the Alexan
drian church were Pierius and Theognostos, who lived in the last times 
of the third century. In the fragments of their writings, (preserved 
by Photius,) we recognize the peculiar doctrines of Origen. 

We have observed before, that in Egypt itself there existed two op
posite parties, of Origenists and anti·Origenists. We meet with them 
again in the fourth century, especially among the Egyptian monks, 
under the names of Anthropomorphites and Origenists. Perhaps this 
opposition among the Egyptian monks may also be traced to the times 
of which we are now speaking. In these times, it is true, there were 
88 yet no monks; but, as early as the close of the third century, there 
existed in Egypt societies of ascetics, who lived retired in the country.2 
Among these Egyptian ascetics, appeared, at the end of this period, a 
man by the name of Hieracas, who, in the following times, was placed 
among the heretics, by those who judged him according to the standard 
of the church scheme of faith, as it had formed itself in the fourth cen
tury; but who could hardly have been considered as a heretic during 
his life-time.3 So far as we are able to understand his spiritual bent 
and his doctrines from the fragmentary accounts, for which we are in
debted for the most part to Epiphanius,4 there was much in his peculiar 
views which savored of the school of Origen; and the fact may have 
been, that he came from that school: yet we find no such relatiollship 
as could be explailled only in this particular way. The same tellden
cies may easily have sprung up in Egypt from different quarters. 

Hieracas passed the life of an ascetic in the city of Leolltopolis, in 
Egypt,o and, after the manner of the ascetics, earned the necessaries of 
life, and the means of bestowing charity, by the industry of his own 
hands; exercising an art that was highly esteemed alld much employed 
in Egypt, that of calligraphy, which he practised with equal skill both 
in the Greek and in the Coptic language. He is said to have lived 
beyond the age of llinety, and - which may be easily accounted !or 
from his simple habits - to have retained to the last the full exerCise 
of his powers, so that he could pursue his art to the very end of his 
life. He was equally familiar with the Greek and with the Coptic lit
erature; from which very circumstance, however, it may have resu!ted 
that he introduced many foreign elements from both these sources mto 

no
this Dionysius on Nn(nre, in which he de· tion of heresy in the present work on ly .in 
fends the belief in a Providence against the its historical sense, we have not placed Hle

1 A l'Onsiderable fragment of the work of 8 For this reason, as we can take the 

&tomistic system of the Epicureans, has mea., as is usually done, among the heretics. 
been preserved to us bv Eusebins, in the i Hreres. 67. 
~V. Book of the Pncparatio evangelica, 6 Unless he li"cd at, the head of a com
Introduced by Routh, J. c. vol. IV. munity of ascetics, somewhere in the neigh

~ See Athanasius' life of Antonius. We borhoOd of that city. 
shall have occasiou to say more on this 
point in the following period. 

60" 



714 IDERACAS. 

Christianity. He wrote commentaries on the Bible, in the Greek.aad 
in the Coptic tongue, and composed many church hymm. 

He was given to the allegorical method of interpretation, which was 
closely connected with a certain theosophic tendency. Like Origen, 
~e explained particularly the account.of Par~se as an allegory, deny
mg that there had ever been a materIal ParadIse. It may be conjec
tured that, like Origen, he considered the Paradise as a symbol of that 
higher spiritual world, from which the heavenly spirit fell by an inclina
tion tQ earthly matter. But as there was no general agreement of opin
ion as to what should be understood symbolically and what literally, in 
that narrative of Genesis; as, moreover, nothing was yet settled in the 
system of the dominant church, respecting the origin of the soul; and 
as the peculiar opinions of Origen had still many important advocates, 
particularly in the Egyptian church,- he could not on this account be 
generally condemned as a heretic. 

From that theory of his concerning the manner in which the heav. 
enly spirit, sunk into union with matter, became invested with a body, 
we may easily understand why Hieracas should contemn this earthly, 
material body, make its mortification the leading aim of th'e Christian. 
system of morals, and oppose the doctrine that the soul, once set free, 
should again be incarcerated in this prison of the body by the, resurrec
tion. In reference to the latter point, however, he may, at the same 
time, have supposed, perhaps, that the soul would be veiled in a higher 
organ of ethereal matter, (a uwp.a lrVevp.arll<ov.) Even this opinion he 
might present under such a form as not directly to reject the doctrine 
of the resurrection of the body, but only to explain it according to his 
own sense. 

In respect to the former point, he represented the-abstemious unmar· 
ried life as something essential to the proper perfection of the Christian. 
The recommendation of the unmarried life, he made to constitute the 
characteristic distinction between the great moral principle of the Old, 
and that of the New Testament. Those false notions respecting the 
essence of morality, respecting the demands of the moral law onhu
man nature, by which men were led to imagine they could so easily ful· 
fil it, and even do more than it requires, (opera supererogationis,) dis
cover themselves in Hieracas, when he asks: " What new thing has the 
doctrine of the Only-begotten introduced? Of what new benefit has 
he been the author to humanity? Respecting the fear of God, respect
ing envy, covetousness, and the like, the Old Testament has already 
treated. What new thing is there still remaining, unless it be the in
troduction of the unmarried life?" This question shows, we allow, 
that Hieracas had no right apprehension, either of the demands of the 
moral law, or, what is strictly connected therewith, of Christ as the 
Redeemer of mankind, and of the nature of the redemption. From 
the views which we here find expressed, of human nature, and of the 
demands of the moral law on the same, might be drawn a doctrine, 
teaching that man needed no Redeemer. But it is with no good r~ 
son the doctrine has, therefore, been ascribed to Hieracas, that ChrJJt 
was merely the author of a perfect system of morals, and not the Re

http:account.of
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deemer of mankind. A zealous Montanist might have said nearly the 
same as Hieracas has done. Indeed, the traces of these erroneous ethi
cal and anthropological notions may be found elsewhere, in the same 
period, particularly among the Alexandrians. 

He endeavored to prove, by texts wrested out of their proper con
nection, ill the seventh chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
that Paul had permitted marriage only out of respect to human infirm
ity, and only for the sake of avoiding, in the case of the weak, a still 
greater evil. In the parable of the virgins, Matth. 25, he neglected 
the rule requiring that, in a comparison, we should not give weight to 
each individual circumstance, but only to the particular point to be 
illustrated; and, from the fact that none but virgim are here men
tioned, drew the conclusion, that none but unmarried persons could have 
any portion in the kingdom of heaven. In the application of the pas
sage, " Without holiness no man can see the Lord," Heb. 12: 14, he 
proceeded on his own principle, that the essence of holiness consists in 
& life of celibacy. 

As Hieracas himself allows that Paul permitted marriage to the 
weak, it follows from this, that he by no means condemned uncondi
tionally married Christians, and excluded them from the number of the 
faithful. It may have been, perhaps, that too hasty conclusions were 
drawn from some of his extravagant assertions in recommending the 
unmarried life. Or, when he said that none but those living in celi
bacy could enter into the kingdom of heaven, he must have understood 
by the kingdom of heaven, not the state of blessedness generally, but 
only the highest degree of that blessedness; a dogmatic use of language 
peculiar to himself, as seems probable from what we are about to 
remark. 

In consequence of his ascetic bent, IIieracas was accustomed to 
dwell with great earnestnel'ls on the position, that every man must earn, 
by his own moral conflict, his own ascetic efforts, a portion in the king
dom of heaven. This circumstance, of his laying a peculiar stress on 
each one's own moral conflicts, was also entirely in accordance with the 
peculiar Alexandrian tendency. Inasmuch now as Hieracas assumed 
the position, that a participation in the kingdom of heaven can only be 
the reward of a conflict, and that he who has not fought, cannot obtain 
the crown; he inferred that children who die before they come to the 
years of understanding, do not enter into the kingdom of heaven. It 
can hardly be supposed, that by this he meant to pronounce on them 
an unconditional sentence of condemnation, but only that he excluded 
them from the highest grade of blessedness which results from com
munion with God, from the glorification of human nature by its union 
with the Godhead in Christ; for to the participation in this it was im
possible to attain, except by one's own moral efforts, and by doing more 
than the law demands. He assumed a middle condition for these chil
dren - an hypothesis which Pelagius and many of the Orientals after
wards adopted with regard to unbaptised children. If Hieracaa 
asserted this of all children, including those who had been baptized, it 
follows, that he denied the connection of any supernatural influence 
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with infant baptism. Perhaps, on this principle, he combated int'aat 
baptism itself, and represented it a.s a practice of more recent origin 
at variance with the end of baptism, and with the essential chara.c~ 
of Christianity. The remarks which we have here made tend to con-" 
firm also what was just before observed, that Hieracas by no mew 
honored Christ merely as a moral Teacher. It is clearly evident, on the 
contrary, that he recognized him as one who had glorified huma.n 
nature, and acquired for it that highest grade of blessedness, to which 
men could not have attained by their own powers. 

From the position assumed by the later church orthodoxy, the charge 
was brought against Hieracas of entertaining certain errors in regard 
to the doctrine of the Trinity. lIe is said to have employed the fol. 
lowing comparison: "The Son of God emanates from the Father, as 
one lamp is kindled from another, or as one torch is divided into two." 1 

Comparisons of this sort, drawn from sensible objects, were at variance, 
we admit, with the spiritual tendency of Origen; but the older church. 
teachers, such as Justin and Tatian, had certainly been partial to them. 
He aifirmed again, that under the type of Melchisedec is represented 
the Holy Spirit, since the latter is designated, Rom. 8 : 26, as an inter
cessor for men, consequently as a priest. He represents the image of 
the Son, being subordinate, indeed, to the Son but bearing the nearest 
resemblance to him of all beings; - a notion altogether conformed to 
Origen's theory of subordination, which long continued to maintain its 
place in the Eastern church.2 

From Palestine the influence of Origen was extended, by means of 
his friends and disciples, even to Cappadocia and to Pontus, as the three 
great church·teachers of Cappadocia in the fourth century still .testify. 
Here it is proper to mention particularly his great disciple Gregory, 
to whom the admiration of the Christians gave the surname of Wonder
worker (9av/-,.aTovpyor.) His original name was Theodorus. He was 
descended from a noble and wealthy family of Neocresarea in Pontus. 
His father, a devoted Pagan, educated him in Heathenism. At the age 
of fourteen, however, he lost his father, and then first he was gained to 
Christianity; affording another illustration of the fact, that it was often 
through children and women the gospel first found its way into fami· 
lies. He was acquainted with Christianity, however, as yet only 
through the oral teaching of others, being himself still ignorant of the 
scriptures. The religious interest was with him as yet but a subordi· 
nate one, the strife after a splendid career in the world seeming to him 
vastly more important. His mother exerted herself to the utmost to 
have him taught everything which, under the existing circumstances, 

1 'nr AVXVOV cirri) Avxvov,1) w, Mp.rrarJu fir has shown him the Son of God, sitting at 
dvo. Arius ad Alexandr. apud Epiphan. the right hand of God, 0 ciyarr'lr~, Isaia..h 
hreres. 69, § 7. Athanas. T. I. P. II. 68. asks: Kat T[, lGTtl! 0 uiUor,'; 01-'-0/.0( avn,J, 

2 He appeals also to a passage in an l'; Uptrntpwv kA~Wl!; Kat dTrf' crV ytv",GKetr, 
apocryphal writing of some importance on rovr' [Grt TO ilywv Trvwpa ro ;\UAOVV I:v (JIIZ 
account of its bearing on the history of the Kat ev roir TrpO"'~Trur. Kat ~v, ';'IGt, ?/tOIOV 
oldest doctrines, - the civU(3UTtf(Oll 'HGalov, rt;J ciyaTrl1rt;J. This passage is found 10 the 
i. e. the account of Isaiah's ascension to the writing nmv published entire, after the old 
several regions of heaven, and of what he Ethiopic translation, by R. Lawrence, Oxo
there saw. After the aogel attendant of Isaiah nire, 1819; p. 58, 59, v. 32-36. 
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oould contribute to the successful prosecution of his aims. He received 
therefore, a good rhetori~a:I education, in order to place him on the step 
of preferment as a rhetOrICian or an advocate; and he learnt, moreover 
the language of the established government and laws, - the Latin. H~ 
teacher in the Latin language pointed out to him how very necessary 
to the attainment of his end was the knowledge of the Roman law. He 
commenced the study of this, and had already laid his plans to visit 
Rome, for the purpose of improving his knowledge of the Roman juris
prudence. But Providence had chosen him to be an instrument for 
higher ends; and, without dreaming of it or willing it, as he observes 
himself, in describing the remarkable vicissitudes of his life, he was to 
be formed for those higher purposes. 

His sister's husband, who was legal adviser to the Prmfect of Pales
tine, had been called by the duties of his office to Cmsarea. He had 
left his wife behind at N eocmsarea; and now she was sent for to follow 
him. IRs brother-in-law, the young Theodorus, was requested to attend 
her on the journey; and it was intimated, that he could thus most 
easily prosecute his plan of studying the Roman jurisprudence at the 
celebrated school of Roman law, not far distant from Cmsarea, at Bery
tus in Phrenicia. Theodorus accepted the invitation; but this journey 
had a different result from what he had anticipated. At Cmsarca he 
became acquainted with Origen: the latter soon observed the talents 
of the young man, and sought to direct them to a higher end than that 
which he then contemplated. Attracted, in spite of himself, by this 
great teacher, he forgot Rome, Bcrytus, and the study of law. To 
awaken in him the activity of his own mind, a free, unprejudiced spirit 
of inquiry, was, as Theodore himself describes it in his farewell dis
course, the principal endeavor of Origen. After having made him 
search for the scattered rays of truth in the systems of the Greek phi
losophy, he showed him what revelation furnishes of a higher order: he 
led him to the study of the sacred scriptures, and expounded to him 
their meaning. Theodore says of Origen's exposition of scripture: "It 
is my firm belief that he was able so to discourse only by communion 
with the divine Spirit; for to be a prophet and to understand prophets 
requires the same power. And no man can understand the prophets, 
on whom the Spirit himself, from whom the prophecies came, has not 

. bestowed the power of understanding his own language. This man had 
received from God that greatest of gifts, to be to men an interprete1' of 
the words of God,. to understand God's word, as God speaks it, and 
to announce it to men, as men can understand it." 1 

After he had spent eight years with Origen at Cmsarca, where proba
bly he also received baptism and adopted the name Gregorius, he 
returned to his native land. With deep sorrow he took leave of the 
teacher to whom his whole soul was affectionately bound. He com
pared the tie that united them with the bond of friendship between 
David and Jonathan. To OriO'e'n and to the Providence which, without 
his own knowledge or will, hatco~ducted him to such a friend, he testi

1 Panegyric. in Orig. c. 15. 
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fied his thanks in the parting address, in which he describes the pro~ 
dential events of his own life, and Origen's method of instruction and 
training.1 

In tearing himself with pain from the society of his beloved teacher, 
and from those sacred studies which had so long been his exclusive 
occupation, to engage with sorrowful heart in employment of an entirely 
different kind, which he must devote himself to in his native city, he 
exclaims: "But why grieve at this 'f We have, verily, a Saviour for 
all, even for those that are half dead and fallen among thieves - one 
who cares for all, is the Physician of all, the watchful Keeper of all 
men. We have also within us that seed which toe have been made con
8cious by thy means, (Origen,) that we bear within U8; and the seed 
which we have received from thee, those glorious doctrines. Having 
these seeds, we part, with tears indeed, for we are leaving thee, but yet 
taking these seeds with us. Perhaps the heavenly Keeper will accom
pany us and deliver us; but perhaps we shall return to thee, Ihd from 
the seed bring with us also the fruits and the sheaves; and if none are 
ripe, (for how could that be?) yet may they be such !IS can thrive 
amidst the thorns of civil employments." And then, addressing him
self directly to Origen, he proceeds: "But do thou, beloved head, 
stand up and dismiss us with thy prayer. As thou hast guided us 2 all 
the long time we have been with thee, by thy holy doctrines, to salva.. 
tion; so now, when we are to leave thee, guide us to salvation by thy 
prayers. Give us over and commend us, or rather give us back, to that 
God who conducted us to thee. Thanks to him for what he has hith· 
erto done for us; but do thou implore him also, that he would guide us 
in the future, that he would inspire our minds with his precepts, that 
he would imbue us with the fear of God, and make this our most whole
some discipline. For we shall not be able, far away, to obey him with 
the freedom with which we could obey him, so long as we were with 
thee. Pray him, that, to console us in our separation from thee, he 
would send with us a good angel to lead us. But pray to him also, 
that he would once more bring us back to thee; for the assurance only 
of this would be our greatest consolation." 

After his removal, Origen still retained him in affectionate remem
brance. We have preserved to us a letter which he wrote him, full of 
paternal love.3 In this he assures him, that his distinguished talents . 
fitted him for the station either of an able teacher of the Roman law, 
or of an eminent instructer of one of the famous philosophical schools; 
but it was his wish, th:1t Gregory would make Christianity his single 

1 This discourse we have followed, as the gyric of Gregory may be found in the fourth 

source chiefly to be relied on for ~he history vol. of the edition of Origen's works. by ~e 

of the early life and education or Gregory. la Rue, and in the third vol. of the Bibbo· 

The narratives of Gregory of Nyssa, in his theca Patrum of Galland. 

biography of this Gregory, openly contradict 2 He speaks here in the plural, probably 

the autobiography of the latter; and, as because he has in mind also his brotber 

Gregory of Nyssa set out with rhetorical Athenodorus, who had come in compsDy 

flourishes what he had taken from incredible with him to Origen, and afterwards became 

or inaccurate stories, it were a fruitless labor bisbop of a church in Pontus. Vid. E1IBeb. 

to undertake to reconcile the two contradic· 1. IV. c. 30. 

tory accounts with each other. The Pane· 8 Philocal. c. 13. 
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aim and employ his talents only as a means to this one great object. 
Following out his own princip~es, above eX~libited, respecting the rela
tion of the scie~ces,.al1d partICular!y of phIlosophy, to Christianity, he 
goes on to adVIse him to make hImself master of everything in the 
general cir?le of the scien~e~ a!1d in philosop~y, which he. could apply 
to any use ill behalf of Chrlshamty. By a varlcty of beautiful allegoric 
expositions of the narratives of the Old Testament, he endeavors to set 
clearly before him the duty of making ~verything subservient to the 
divine calling, and of sanctifying every other interest by referring it to 
this; instead of forgetting, as was frequently done, the divine calling 
it.<;elf in the crowd of foreign matters, or profaning it by letting it be
oome mixed up and confounded with them. He then addresses him as 
follows: "Study, then, my son, before all things else, the sacred scrip
tures; but let it be to thee an earnest study; for it needs a very ear
nest study of the scriptures, that we may not express anything, or judge 
anything, too rashly respecting their sacred contents. And if thou 
studiest the holy scriptures with a believing temper of mind, well pleas
ing to God,l then wherever anything in them seems shut up from thee, 
knock, and it shall be opened to thee by the porter, of whom Jesus 
.speaks in John 10: 3, To him the porter openeth. Search, with un
wavering faith in God, after the sense of the sacred 'word, which is hid
den from the great mass of readers. Let it not suffice thee, however, 
merely to knock and to seek; for prayer also is especially necessary to 
the understanding of divine things; in exhorting us to which, the 
Saviour has 'said not only: Knock, and it shall be opened unto you, and 
seek, and ye shall find; but also ask, and it shall be given you." 

Gregory answered the hopes of his great teacher. In his native city, 
of which he became bishop, there were at first but seventeen Christians. 
Through his instrumentality, the majority of its inhabitants wcre con
verted, and Christianity became widely diffused in Pontus. It is to be 
lamented, that we have no exhibition of the labors of this remarkable 
man, more accurate and more worthy of credit than the legendary 
account of his life, set forth with so much of rhetorical ornament, which 
Gregory of Nyssa wrote a century afterwards. Perhaps, in following 
out those principles of the Alexandrian school which permitted and 
inculcated the practice of descending to the weakness of the multitude 
and held to a progressive course of religious education, he was in the 
habit of yielding too much, in order to increase the number of his 
~eathen converts; perhaps he conceived, that, if they were but once 
mtroduced into the Christian church, the spirit of the gospel, and the 
continued labors of their teacher, would gradually conduct them onward 
to a more enlightened Christianity. Having observed that many of 
the common people remained bound to the religion of their fathers by 
their love for the ancient sports connected with Paganism, he deter

1 ~e Greek word TrpO"1J>!Jlr; hardly admits be ful~'1 persuaded beforehand, th11:t the s~c~cd 
of ~mg well rendered in the present case. word is pervaded throughout With a dlvme 
NeIther" prejudice" nor .. prejudgment" spirit, and not allow himself to be emba~
wollid answer here. "Pre8upposition" would rassed at particular pas~flges, 'Yhere the di
COme nearer to the sense. Origen means to vine meaning does not ImmedIately appear. 
say, that the reader of the Icriptures should 
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mined to provide the 'new converts with a substitute for these. After 
the Decian persecution, under which numbers in this country had died 
as martyrs, he instituted a general festival in honor of the martyrs and 
permitted the rude multitude to celebrate it with banquets simil~r to 
those which accompanied the pagan funerals (Parentalia) and other 
heathen festivals. He imagined that, in this way, one main obstacle 
to the conversion of the heathen would fall away, and, if they once 
became members of the Christian church, they would, by degrees, of 
their own accord, after their minds had become enlightened and spirit
ualized by Christianity, bid farewen to those sensual pleasures.l But 
he did not seem to consider what intermingling of Pagan and Christian 
notions and customs might result from this loose accommodation, - an 
issue which was afterwards realized, - nor how difficult it would be for 
Christianity to penetrate directly into the life, when, from the very first, 
it had become adulterated by such an alloy.2 

We have from Gregory a simple and clearly written Paraphra8e of 
Ecclesiastes.. A confession of faith on the doctrine of the Trinity, 
which he is affirmed to have written by special revelation, was appealed 
to in the fourth century in opposition to the Arians. In attestation of 
its authenticity, it was said that it remained in his own hand-writing, 
preserved in the church of N eocresarea. But although the first part 
of this confession, in which the peculiar doctrines of Origen are dis
tinctly to bc recognized, might prove genuine; yet the second part is 
manifestly a later addition, inasmuch as it contains distinctions wholly 
unknown to the school of Origen, and which arose first out of the con
troversy with the AriansJ in the fourth century. 

Among the violent opponents of the school of Origen, we have 
already mentioned in another place, Methodius, - first, bishop of 
Olympus in Lycia; afterwards, of Tyre,-a martyr in the persecution 
of Diocletian. Yet he seems not to have always stood in the same re
lation to this school. Eusebius of Cresarea, in continuation of the 
Apology of Pamphilus in behalf of, Origen, affirms that Methodius 
contradicted his own earlier remarks, which had been in praise of Ori
gen.3 The ecclesiastical historian Socrates asserts, on the other hand,4 
that Methodius had first declared himself against Origen, and after· 
wards, in his dialogue called ~ivlJV, retracted his censures, and expressed 
his admiration of the man. There must be some truth lying at the 
bottom of these two accounts. Eusebius and Socrates derived their 
impressions from what Methodius 'himself had declared in his own writ
ings. But it seems not improbable, that these two authors determined 

1 Vita Gregor. c. 27. 
2 The canonical letter which we have from 

this Gregory, shows perhaps, that, in the 
conversion of large bodies of the people, 
there may ha,·e been a great deal which was 
barely outward and in appearance i for it 
relates to a class of persons who took ad· 
vantage of the confusion occasioned by the 
devastation committed by the Goths in the 
country arouud Pontus, to make the public 

and even to rob their own countnymen. 
This letter furnishes, at the same time, evi. 
dence of Gregory's wakeful zeal for the 
morals of his people. 

8 Apud Hieronym. Ii? L adv. Rufin. 
Hieronym. opp. ed. Martlll.nay, T. IV. fol. 
359: Quomodo ausus est Methodius nunc 
contra Origenem scribere, qui hmc et hrec 
de Origenis loquutus est dogmatibus 1 

4 Lib. IV. c. 13. 
misfortunes a source of profit to themselves, 
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iM chronological order of these writings, not by any historical data but 
~lch a.ccording to his own private conjectures; and in matters or 'this 
JdD.d the ancients were very far from being accurate. Methodius. in 
JUs Symposium, which we shall presently notice, appears to be by no 
xne/ws a stickler for the .letter of the church doctrine. On the contrary, 
fAe work. Qetrays a .leam?g to ~heosophy, a fondnes~ for t~e allegorical 
;DlOde of mterpretatlOn ; It contams much, therefore, mdlCatmg the same 
.general direction of mind as we find in Origen; indeed, expressions 
occur which at least favor the doctrine of the soul's preexistence.1 But 
it also contains much which is directly at variance with the doctrines of 
.Orig\ln; -for instance, a decided leaning to Chiliasm.2 It may safely 
,be conjectured, therefore, that Methodius, who was no systematic 
thinker, was in the first place drawn by many of the views and writings 
of Origen, which flattered his favorite opinions and pleased his taste; 
which only prepared him, however, to be the more strongly repelled by 
that in the system of Origen which went counter to his own intellectual 
bent and his own dogmatic principles. 

The most important and authentic of the writings which remain of 
this Methodius is his Banquet of the Ten Virgins, in eleven conversa
iions, containing a eulogy, oftentimes exaggerated, of the unmarried 
JUe. • 

The treatise which we have under the name of Methodius, on free
will, (7T£pt aVT£~ovaiov,) seems to belong rather to the Christian church
teacher Maximus, who lived under the reign of Septimus Severus,3 
than to Methodius.4 It is an attack on the Gnostic Dualism. 

One who stood up for Origen against tho5e that accused him of being 
a heretic was the presbyter Pamphilus of Cresarea, in Palestine, a man 
distinguished for his zeal in the cause d piety and science. He found
ed at Cresarea an ecclesiastical library, which contributed in no small 
degree to the furtherance of scientinc studies even in the fourth cen
tury. Every friend of science, tlnd in particular everyone who was 
disposed to engage in a thorough study of the Bible, found in him all 
possible encouragement and support. He exerted himself to multiply,li 
to disseminate, and to correct the copies of the Bible. Many of these 
copies he distributed as presents; sometimes to women, whom he saw 
much occupied in reading the scriptures.6 He founded a theological 
.eMol,7 in which the study of the sacred writings was made a special ob
jectofattention.8 From this school probably proceeded the learned Eu
sebius, who owed everything to Pamphilus, and looked up to him as his 

359, vol. IV.: Quis studiosorum amicus non 
~ Orat. IX. § 5. fnit Pamphili ~ Si quos vidcbat ad vic tum 
8 Euseb. lib. V. c. 27. Hieronvm, de vir. necessariis indigere, prrebcbat large, qure 

~lustr. c. 47. This Maximus can hardly be 

1 Orat. n. Theophil. § 5. 

poterat. Scripturas quoqne sanclas non ad 
Identical with the bishop of Jerusalem, of legendum tantnm, sed et ad habcnd.u~ 
the same name. Euseb. I. V. e. 12. tribuebat promptissime; Nee ~ol';lm ,·.ms, 

See, on this point, my genetic develop sed et feminis, qnas vid,sset lectlOnl dedltRs. 
ment of the Gnostic system, p. 206. Dnde et mnltos codices pl'XpllJ'auat, ut, qnum 

II Vld. Montfaucon catalog. Mss. biblioth. necessitas poposdsset, yolentibns ~argiretur. 
Coislinian. f. 261. 7 Euseb. lib. VII. c, 32: avvEaT7jaaTo ota

• 6 ~usebius says of him, in the account of rp'{3fJv. 
his life, Hieronym. adv. Rufin. lib. I. f. 358, 8 Euscb. de martyrib. Palestinre, c. 4. 
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paternal fr~end. Pamphilus communi.ca.ted to. his scholars his own.rever
encefor Ol'lgen, as the promoter of ChnstIan SCIence, and exerted hUIiself 
to counteract the narrow spirit that proceeded from those who accused 
Ori&en of being a heretic. As the ignorant zeal of these people, Paw 
phil~s says, went to such an extreme, that on everyone who did but 
occupy himself with the writings of Origen, they forthwith pronouhced 
sentence of condemnation,- Pamphilus, while in prison under the nit>' 
elesian persecution, in the year 309,1 wrote a work in Origen's defence, 
conjointly with his disciple Eusebius; 2 which defence was addressed W 
the confessors who had been condemned to the mines. After the mat> 
tyrdom of Pamphilus, Eusebius added to the five books of the unfin
ished work a supplementary sixth book. The first book of this Apology 
we still possess, in the arbitrary version of Rufinus, with the exceptiotl 
of a few fragments of the Greek.3 

The example of this Pamphilus shows us how the comprehensive 
tnind of Origen, which grasped and united together so many different 
pursuits, gave birth not only to the spirit of dogmatic speculation, but 
also to the thorough study of the Bible and the careful investigation 
of the letter of the scriptures, however much this may seem irrecon
cilable with his allegorizing licentiousness. Another example of the 
same kind probably is that of the Egyptian bishop Hesychius, who pre
pared a new emended revision of the text of the Alexandrian version, 
which became the current one in Egypt.4 lIe likewise suffered mar
tyrdom under the Dioclesian persecution, in the year 310 or 31l,5 
Finally, it was also owing in part perhaps to the influence of Origen, 
that a new and peculiar school of theology sprung up at Antioch, which 
first arrived at its full development in the course of the fourth century, 
whence the science of hermeneutics and exegesis received a healthy 
direction between the extremes of the grossly literal and arbitraryalle
gorical methods of scriptural interpretation. Learned presbyters, at
tached to the church of Antioch, who took a special interest in the study 
01 biblical interpretation, may be regarded as the progenitors of this 
school; particularly Dorotheus and Lucian, of whom the latter died as 
a martyr, in the beginning of the year 312, under the Dioclesian 
persecution.6 

lOne illustration of the influence which 
Pilillphilus had over those who lived near 
him, is furnished by his slave Porphyrius, 
a young man of eighteen years, whom he 
had educated with a father's love, and in 
promoting whose religious and intellectual 
culture he had spared no pains. To this 
young man he had imparted a blowing love 
for the Redeemer. When Porphyry hcard 
the sentence of dcath pronounced on his 
beloved master, he requested that he might 
be allowed the privilege, after the execution 
of the sentence, of paying him the last tribute 
of affection by committing his body to the 
grave. This request at once cxcited t.he 
anger of the fanatical prrefect. And, as he 
steadfastly confessed that he was a Christian, 
and refused to offer, he was subjected to the 

most cruel torture, and finally, after having 
been dreadfully lacerated, was conducted to 
the stake. All this he bore with the utmost 
constancy; only exclaiming once, when the 
fire reached him, - "Jesus, Son of God, 
help me." Euseb. de martyrib. Palmst. 
c. II, f. 388. 

2 The charge of the passionate Jerome, 
that Rufinus had falsely ascribed such a 
work to Pamphilus, deserves no credit. 

3 The loss of the Life of Pamphilus, by 
Eusebius, is much to be regretted. 

4 Hieronym. adv. Rufin. lib. II. f.425. 
6 Euseb. his!. eccles. lib. VIII. e. 13, f. 308. 
6 Lucian prepared a new revision of the 

corrected rext of the Alexandrian \-enion, 
and probably also. of the New Testament. 
The codices written after this revision Wertl 
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Thus the historical development of doctrine in this period terminates 
with the conflict of opposite tendencies, which, in order that Christianity 
might not be maimed and crippled by partial human views, and in order 
that it might be preserved as that which is destined to overcome and 
reconcile all human antagonisms, should act as a counterpoise to each 
other. And as this process of development and purification is trans
mitted from one generation to another, so the conclusion of this first 
great stadium contains in it the foretoken and presage of all the suc
ceeding periods, which, by struggles and victories ever renewed, are to 
prepare the way for the las.t great struggle and the final victory which 
is to make an end of all strife. 

called AovKllIvda. Hicronym. de vir. illustr. acconnt which has been left by Alexander, 
c. 77, adv. Rufin. lib. II. f. 425, vol. IV. bishop of Alexandria, since that account is 
What we are to believe concerning the liable to the suspicion of being colored by a 
earlier relation in which Lucian stood to polemical interest. Theodoret. hist. eccles. 
Paul of Samosata, is It point which rannot lib. I. c. 4. 
be determined, with any certainty, from the 

END OF VOL. I. 
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tanns,513. Theodotl1s, 580. Sahcllius, 
6~O. Gospel of the E!.(yptians, 600. 

'Err,aKorro~, 190, 200. See Church offices. 

Ep!scopus epicoporum, 214. 

Ep,"copal ,,·stem. 190. 

Epistolre fOI'malre, 205. 


Eschatology, 01' doctrine of last thinn-s 649 
-656. h' 

Esseans, 43-48. 
Ethiopia, diffusion of Christianity in, 83. 
Eucharist, 329. See Lord's supper. 
Euemerus, 6. 
Euodius of Uzala, 400, 494. 
Euemtes, 447. 
Eusehius on the Abgar '('ehomo, 80. De

metrius of Alexandria. 81. Puntrenus, 
81, 82. Persecution of the Christians in 
Thebais, 83. Paul's journey to Spain, 85. 
Hadrian, 101. Mal'ius, the martyr, 140. 
Dioclesian, 176. Im3ges, 292. Barde
sanes,442. Tatian,458. Montanus,513. 
Letter of the church of' Lyons, 524. Alex
andrian catechist •. 527. Beryll of Bos
tra, 593. lIIalchion, 605. Apolog-y of 
Jnstin l\Iurtyr, 663. Death of Justin, 671. 
Florinus, 680. Svmmnchus, 708. Im
mortality of the soul, 710. Death of OJi
gen, 711. Methodius, 720. Apology of 
Pamphilus, 72I. 

Exorcism. 309. 

F. 
Fabian, Roman bishop, 238. 
Fabius of Antioch, 238. 
Faustns, the Manicheau, 492, 501,502. See 

Mani-:\fanieheans - lIfanieheanism. 
Felicissimus, 225. See Church schisms. 
Felicitas, the Martyr, 124. 
Felix, the :\laniehcan, 504. 
Festivals, 294-~0l. 
Fidus, 313. 
Firmilianus of Cmsarea. Against Stephanu9 

of Rome, 216. Church ctis('ipline,220. 
Baptism of heretics, 320. Formula of 
baptism, 322. Origen, 707. 

Flora, letter of Ptolemy to, 437. 
Florinlls. 680. 
Fortunaliann•. the Martyr, 152. 
Fortunfitns, 2:15. 
Frumelltius, 83. 

G. 
Galerins, Cains Maximianus, Cresar, 145. 

Gallienlls. C;Fsar, 136. 

Gallus, Cmsar, 136. 

Germany, diffusion of Christianity in, 84. 

Gnosis. :160-:195. Influence of. on church 


doctl~ine, 47. Alcxanrlrian, 530-554. 
Gnostjci~m. See Gnostics. 
Gno'lics, :366-478. 
Gno~tie s\'stenIS. See Gno~tics. 
Gnostic ,Yorship, 4;6-478. 
Gaetu:', 71, 73. 
God. Doctrine ('oncerning-. 557-564. See 

Clcmcnt-Tcrtullian-Origcn--Theophi
Ius of Antioch -Marcion - Ircnreus
No,'atian - Alexanrlrian sdJOol- Crea
tion - Trinity - Holy Spirit. 

rp{'f1,llam TfTVrrGJ/li'va. • See Epistolre for
matre. 

Greg-ory of Nazianzen on the Apostle Tho 
mas, 82. 
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Gregory of Nyssa on Gregory Tbaumatur
gus, 718. 

Gregory Thaumaturgus, 287. His life, 716 
-720. 

Gregory of Tours, 84. 

H. 
Hadrian. 101. 
Ham, the Patriarch, 408. 
Bands, imposition of, 316. See Confirma

tion. 
Hegemonius, 485. 
Hegesippu~, 675, 676. 
Heliogabulus, 125. 
Heraclas, disciple of Origen, 700, 712
Heracleon, the Gnostic, 434·-436. 
Heraclian, bishop of Chalccdon, 485. 
Herculius Maximinianus, Cresar, 147. 
Heretics, baptism of, 317. See the articles 

Baptism - Cyprian - Tcrtullian - Ste· 
phanus - Dionysius of Alexandria. 

Hennas, 278, 646, 660. 
Hermes, Trismegistus, 176. 
Hermas, Apologist, 673. 
Hermogenes. Doctrine of creation, 565

568. Anthropology, 616. See Tertulli· 
an - Creation - Theodoretus. 

Hesychius,722. 
Hexapla. See Origen. 
Hicmeas, Egyptian a>cetic, 713. 
HierocIes against Christianity, 145, 173. 
Hilarianus, the Martyr, 152. 
Hilarius, 506. 
Hippolytus, celebration of the sabbath, 297. 

Celebration of the Lord's supper, 333. 
Noetus,584. Life and writings, 681-683. 

Hormisdas, king of Persia, 488. 
Hystaspes, interpolated writings, 176. 

I. 
Ialdabaoth. See Ophites. 
Iconium, council of, 318. 
Idealism. See the article Alexandrians. 
Ignatius of Antioch. To Polycarp, 269. 

Festival of Sunday, 295. Docetism,63L 
Lord's supper, 647. His letters, 661. 

Images, use of images, 293. 
India, spread of Christianity in, 81. 
Infants. communion of, 333, 648. 
Infant haptism, 31l-315. See the articles 

Cyprian - Irenreus - Tcrtullian - Ste
ph anus - Dionysins of Alexandria. 

Inspiration, 356, 511. 
Ircnreus. Miraculous cure~, 74. Christianity 

in Germany, 84. Persecutions, 119. Pres
byters - hishops, 192. Ecclesia apostol
ica at Rome, 204. Conception of the 
chure.h, 209. Dispute about the passover, 
213, 300. Gladiatorial shows,263. Phi· 
losopher's cloak, 275. Places of assembly 
of the Christians, 290. Christ as arche· 
tvpe,311. Ohlation,331. :Ehionites,344, 
601. Doctrine of accommodation among 
the Gnostics, 3S8. Cerinthus,396. Satur· 
nin,455. Tatian,456. Prodicians, 452. 

Nicolaitans, 452. Intermediate position 
of Irenreus, 508. Montanistic proceed
ings, 524. Knowledge of God, 560. Cre
ation, 528. Soul of Christ, 634. Re
demption, 647. Faith and law, 645. Bap
tism, 646. Lord's supper, 647. Chiliasm 
651. Life and writings, 677-681. ' 

Isidorus, son of Basilides, 400, 408, 415. 

J. 
Jacoh, ava(3a{Jpoi of, 352. 
Jambliehus, the Neo·Platonician, 173. 
John the Apostle, 191,212,237,342. 

" Disciples of, 376, 447. 
J oscphus on false prophets, 3S. Sadducees, 

42. Pharisees, 42. Essenes, 43. 
Jews, religious condition of the, 35. 
Jewish Christians - two classes, 341. 
Jewish theology, 39-62. 
.Jewish sects, 39-49. 
Jewish proselytes, 67. 
Jewish Goetre, 67. 
.Judaism, in relation to Christianity, 6l!. 
Judas of Gamala, 37. 
.Judas, gospel of, 443. 
Julia Mammrea, 125. 
Julian in Cresarea, 707. 
Julius Africanus, 709. 
Justin Martyr. Infidelity of the philO8O

phers,9. Jewish deniers- of angels, 42. 
Proselytes, 67. Miraculous cures, 74. 
Christian patience, 76. Extension of 
Christianity 129. Defects of Christians, 
254. Magistrates,259. Divine worship, 
303. :Form of baptism, 310. Celebrll
tion of the Lord's supper, 332. Baptism 
and the supper, 328. Two classes of 
Jewish Christians, 341. Doctrine of the 
Logos, 585. Christ's humanity, 635. Sat
isfaction, 642. Sacrament of the supper, 
647. Chiliasm, 651. Life and writing., 
661-671. 

K. 
Kavover a7rO(17oAtKoi, 660. 
K~pvyfUl a7rOl1TOAIKOV, 306. 
KA~pOr, KATJPtKOi, 195. 

L. 

Lactantius on the Holy Spirit, 608. 
Laity, resistance of, to the ~a~hol!c i~ea of 

the priesthood, 196. PartIcIpation In the 
choice of church officers, 199. 

Lapsi, controversies respecting their restora
tion to the fellowship of the churcb, 226. 
Svnods on their account, 234. 

Leclores, 201. 
Legio fnlminea, 115. 
Leonides, father of Origen, 693, 695. 
Lihellatici, 132. See the article Cburch 

divisions. 
Lihe\li pacis, 229. 
Literre formatre, 205. 
Logos, doctrine of the. See doctrine of the 

Trinity. 
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Lord's supper, views concerning the, 323. 
Doctriue of the, 646. See the articles 
A"ooapre--Justin- Irenreus-Tertullian
Cyprian - Epiphanius -I~na~us. 

Lucianns, founder of the Antlochlan school, 
722. 

Lucian, the Confessor, 230. 
Luciau, prrepositus cubiculariorum, 143. 
Lucian, the opponent of Christianity, 8, 

157. 
Lucius, bishop of Rome, 136. 
Lucius, the British king, 85. 
Lngduuum, persecution at, 112. 
Lucan. See Marcionites. 
Lucretins, 8. 

M. 
Magnsreans, 489. 

Macrianns, 140. 

MaIchion, Presbyter, 605. 

Maudreaus, 3i 6. 

Milui,478-488. See Manichreism. 

Mauichreans, 478-486. 

Manichreism, 478-506. 

Marcellus the Centurian, a martyr, 147. 

Marcion, form of baptism, 310. 'Missa fide· 


!iam,328. Marcion and his doctrine, 458 
-476. Doctrine concerning God, 559. 

Marciouites, 473. 
Mareiouitism, opposed to the Clemen tines. 

395. . 

Marcosillns, 476. 
Marcus, the Gnostic, 440. 
Marcns, the Marcionite, 474. 
Marcus, presiding officer of the church at 

Eli&, 344. 
Mllrens Aurelius, emperor, 104. 
Marius, the Martyr, 140. 
Mark, the Evangelist, 83. 
Martialis, Spanish bishop, 216. 
Mart.yrs, feast of the, 334. 
Maximianus Herculius, 142. 
Maximilianus, the Martyr, 146. 
Maximilla, the Prophetess, 514. 
Maximinus. the Thracian, 126. 
Maximus. Church teacher, 721. 
Melito of Sardis, 101, 164. 
Menander, 454. 
Mensurius, bishop of Carthage 150. 
Messia~, idea of among the Je~s, 37. 
MethodlUS of Tyre, again.t Origen'. doctrine 

of the creation, 569. His writings, 720. 
Metropolitans, 203. 
M~ltia~es a~ainst the Montanists, 519. 
MmuclUs Felix. 11, 690. 

M~nucius Fundimus, Proconsul, 101. 

MlSsacat~chumenorum, missa fidelium, 478. 

Monarc~lans. 575-583, 591-G06. 

Mon~n.lsm, 50&-537. Anthropolo~y, 614. 


Posillon of the church to Montanism 525 
-527. ' 

Monla;nists, public speaking of women, 182. 
Resistance of the evangelical spirit to 
them, 280, 294. See Montanism. 

Montanus. 	 His importance as the founder 
ora sect, 509. His education, 513. 09 
martyrdom, 521. Pepuza, 525. 

N. 
Natalis, the Theodotian, confessor, 580. 
Nature, doctrine of human. See Anthro, 

pology. 
Nazareans, 349. See articles Paul-Sects 
Nepos, Egyptian bishop, Chiliast. 652. . 
Nero, persecution under, 94. . 
Nerva 96 
Nicol;ita~s, 452. 
Nicolaus, pretended founder of a sect 452. 
Nicomedia, meeting of Dioclc,ian au'd Gale. 

rius at, 147. 
Noetus, Pillripassianist, 584. 
North-African church, its theological devel. 

opment,683-689. See articles Carthaae 
- T~rtul\ian- Cyprian-, A rnobius-Co;'. 
modlanus - Church theoloO'v - Church 
divisions- Persecutions. "" 

Novatian, 237-248. Theology, 560. Against 
the Artcmonites. 581. ' 

Novatus. exciter o(the Cartha~inian schism, 
224. l'articipation in the Roman, 241. 

Numidicus, confessor, 133. 

O. 
Oblationes. See Lord's supper. 
Ophites, 442-446. 
Oracles, Plutarch's defence of the 23. Por

phyry's views of them, 171. ' 
Origen on psychological phenomena, 74. 

On the preaching of Christianity in the 
count?, 79. Labors of Origen in Arahia, 
81. Correspondence with Julia Mam
mrea, 125. Situation of the Christians 
under Philip the AraLian, 127. On the 
persecutions,128. Celslls,161. On hu
mility, 167. Ordination of Origen in 
Palestine, 197. Baptism, 253. The mili
tary profession, 272. Prayer, 283. Prayer 
in the study of the Scriptures, 287. Spir
itllal worship of God, 289. Catcehllmens, 
305. Infant baptism, 314. Ebionites, 
345. Gnostic interpret.ation of the Bible, 
388. Ophites, 446. Simon Magus, 454. 
Origen, as a catechist, 520. Isaiah, 530. 
Gnosis and Pistis, 544-550. Principles 
in relation to the holy scriptllres, 552
557. The divine attributes, 563. Doc· 
trine of cl·eation. 568-570. Doctrine of 
the Logos, 587....:592. Anthropology, 620 
-630. Christ's sen·ant·form. 633. Hu· 
manity of Chl'ist, 635. The t'lUman soul 
of Christ, 636-640. Redemptive activity, 
643. Doctrine of the '[leraments, 648
Resurrection, 655. Life and works of 
Ori::;en, 593-611. Sce the articles Le· 
onidas - Clement -Ammonius - Alex
andrian theology - Catechctical schools. 

Origen, the Pagan, 699. 
Orig-en, school of. Ante·Origenistic party, 

711-722. See the artides Od::;cn-Greg
ory Thaumat.urgus - Pamphillis. 

Ostiarii. See 8vpwpoi. 

P. 
Pacianus of Barcelona, 246. 
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Palladius, 708. 

Pamphilus, Presbyter at Cresarea, 720. 

Pantrenus, Catechist, 81, 529, 59!. 

Papias of Hierapolis, 650. 

IIapoooO"t, "7TOO"ToAtKll, 306. 

Paraclete, 511. 
Parchor, the Prophet, 408. 
Parsism,369. See articles Gnosis - Gnos· 

tics - Gnostic system. 
IIapaivot, 275. 
Passover, festival of,298-299. 

Passover, controversies with regard to the, 


299. 
Paternus, the Pl'Oconsul, 137. 
Patripassians, 578, 583. 
Paul, the Apostle. Journey to Spain, 85. 

Universal priesthood, 180. Church disci· 
pline, 218. Observance of times, 294. 
Church singing, 304. Labors among gen
tile Christians, 342. Ebionitism, 349. 
The Nazareans concerning Paul, 349. 
Gnosis, 37 I. 

Paul of Samosata, 142,309,602. See articles 
Monarchians - Logos - Malchion. 

Pausanius, defence of the mythcs, 12. 
Peccata venalia, mortalia, 221. 
Pella, 344. 
Penitence and penance. See Church disci

pline. 
Pentecost, festival of, 300. 
Pepuza, a place in Phrygia, 525. 
Pepuzians, 525. 
Perpctua, the Martyr, 123. 
Persecutions, 86-156. 
Persia, spread of Christianity in, 80. 
Pescennius Niger, 119. 
Peter, the A postle, 213. See Cathedra Petri. 
Pharisees, 39. 
Phariseism, relation to Christianitv. 63. 
Philemon, the Roman presbyter, 712. 
Philip, the Arabian, 126. 
Philip of Sida, the cat~chist, 673. 
Philo. His tendency, 52-60. The perpet

uity of the temple and the law, 65. The 
golden age of .Jerusalem, 85. 

Philostratlls, the Rhetorician, 173. 
Philumene,475. 
Photius on Mani, 485. On Hippolytus, 

682. On Origcn, 704, 711. 
Pierias, the Alexandrian, 713. 
Plato. View of Socrates, 18. His mo

notheism, 20. 
Platonism, 18. Relation to Christianity, 

19,33. 
Pliny the elder. On the spirit of nature, 10. 

Essenes, 43. 
Pliny the younger. Governor of Bithynia 

and Pontus, 97. Report to Trajan, 97. 
Plotinus, 31. Against the Gnostics, 390. 

Anthropology, 61 I. 
Plutarch. Against foreign reli~ious cus

toms, 13. Superstition and infidelity, 13. 
Against epicureanism, 15. Relation of 
religions, 20. Hypocrisy of philosophers, 
21. Anthl'Opology, 51 I. 


Pneumatologv. Sec Anthropology. 

Poonitentes, 219. 


Polybius on Roman 8upentition, 6. 
Polycarp of Smyrna, the Martyr, 109. Dis

pute about the passover, 299. Med:ing 
with Marcion, 465. Letter to the p~ 
pians, 661. 

Polycrates of Ephesus, 298, 299. 
Ponticus, the Martyr. 114. 
Porphyry, 27. Defence of image worahip, 

27. Oracies, 30. Against Christianitr 
170-173. On Origen, 699. ' 

Potllinus of Lyons, Il2. 
Pre-existence, doc~rine of, among the ESIIe

ncs, 50. Doctrme of, 624. 
Praxeas against the Montamsls, 513, 525, 

583. 
llpmj3vnpot, 184. 
Priesthood of all Christians,I80. See Ter

tullian. 
Priscilla, 514. On celibacy, 521. 
Pl·odicians, 451. 
Procopius, the Presbyter, 154. 
Procullls, 119. 
Proselytes of justice, of the gate, 67. 
Protoctetus, the friend of Origen, 706. 
Provincial synods, 206. See Church conlu

tution. 
Pseudo-Basilideans, 447. 
Ps~udo-Paulinists, 342. 
Pseudo-l'etriuists, 342. 
Ptolemreus, 437. 
Pupian,236. 
Pythagoras, 173. 

Q. 
Quadrigesimal fast, 300. 
Quadratus, the Apologist, 101. 
Quintus, 109. 
Quintus, the African bishop, 319. 
Quirinu.~, 685. 

R. 
Realist tendency. See the articles P-Gly

carp - Papias - Melito of Sardis-In
nreus - Tertullian - Montanus. 

Recognitions, 358. 
Resurrection. See Eschatology. 
Revocatus, the Martyr, 123. 
Rhodon. See Mareionites. 
Rome, 203. See Cathedra Petri. 
Roman church. It character, 508. ReJa. 

tion to the Monarchians, 581. Its scien
tific importance, 689. 

Rufinus, 306, 722. 
S. 

Sahbath, 295. 
Sabellins, 594-606. See the altides MOil

archians - Logos - Epiphanius -Atha
nasius. 

Sadducees, 40. 
Sadduccism, 63. 
Sacraments. Their meaning, 304. Doc

trine of the Alexandrians concerning the 
sacraments, 648. See Baptism and dIe 
Lord's supper. 

Saturnin of Toulouse, 84. 
Saturninus, 455. See the articles Gnoatica 

- Irenreus - Epipbanius. 
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Slltorninus, the Martyr, 123. 

Saturninus. the Proconsul, 122. 

Scapula, the Proconsul, 122. 

Scepticism, 12. . . . 

Schisms. See Church dlVlslOns. 

Scillita, persecution at, 564-570. 

Scythianus, 485. 

Secundnlus, the Martyr, 123. 

Sects. See the particulnr. 

Seneca, 7. 

Serennius Granianus, the Proconsul, 101. 
Serviauns, the Consul, 102. 
Seth, representative of the Pneumatici, 445. 
Sethiaus, 448. 
Severians. } Sec Encratites. 
Severns. 
Severns Seotirnins, Emperor, 119. 
Severns, Alexander, 125. 
Severns of Asmonina, 485. 
Simon of Cyrene. See Pseudo·Basilideans 

and Carpocratians. 
Simon Magus, 395, 454. 
Simonians, 453. 
Simplicius against Mani, 490. 
Sixtlls, bishop of Home, 321. 
Slavery, 267. 
Smyrna, persecution at, 109. 
Socrates ajrainst the Sophists, 5 Testi

mony concerning the divine, 18. 
Socrates, the Church Historian, 720. 
Sophists, 5. 
Sozamen on the sermon, 303. 
Speratus, the Martyr, 122. 
Sponsors. See B.lptism. 
Stationes, dies stationum, 296. 
Stephanus, bishop of Rome, 341. 
Stephanus, the Martyr, 341. 
Stoicism, 15-18. 
Strabo on superstition, 7. Craving after a 

simpler mode of worship, 9. 
Stromata. See Clement of Alexandria. 
Subdiaconi. 201. 
Subintroductre, 277. 
Sunday. See Sabbath. 
Ivv<icraKTOt. See Subintroductoo. 
Symbolum, 306. 
Symmachus,70S. 
Symphorian of Autun, the Martyr, 114. 
Synods. See Provincial Synods. 

T. 
Tacitus, 9S. 
Tatian, the Gnostic, 456-458. Apologist, 

672,673. 
Terebinth, 48~. 
T~rtu.llian. Relation of Pagans to Christ· 

lanIty,.72. Conversion by means of ex· 
traordmary psychological phenomena, 75. 
Motuallove of the Christians, 76. Their 
COu.rage, 77. Diffusion of Christianity, 77. 
Umversal intellig-ibleness of Christianity, 
78. Diffusion of Christianity in Africa, 
!14. ~n the participation of the Christ· 
lans In heathen festivals, 91. Tiberius' 
pro~osal to the senate, 93. Rescript of 
TraJan, 100. Letter of Marcus Aurelius, 

1.17. Extortion of money in the persecu. 
tlons. 121. Favorable treatment of Chris. 
tians by magistrates, 121. To Scapula, 
122. The testimony of the soul, 177. 
Pre.hytcrs and bishops, 192. Summns 
sacerdos, 195. Universal priestly right, 
196. Prelectors,201. Svnods. 206. Ar
rogant claims of the Rom~n bis'oops, 214. 
Excommunication, 218. Penan['e, 219 
220. Delay of baptism, 252. Dcficien: 
cies of the church, 254. MiXtd marriages, 
255, 282. Payment of their tribute by 
the Christians, 259. Fabrication of irlols 
262. Glndintorial shows, 263. Spectades: 
265. Pleasures of the Christians, 266. 
Christian fl'cerlom and equality, 269. Civil 
offices, 270. Necessity of Paganism to 
the emperors, 272. Military profession, 
272. Life of Christians in the world, 273. 
Ascetics, 275. Hypocritical ascetism, 277. 
Christian marriagc, 281. Female dress, 
282. Consecration of marriage. 284. 
Prayer. 286. 21'8. 'Vorship not confined to 
plaee,289. Symbols of the Chri,tians, 292. 
Jewish Iwd Christian festi mIs, 294. Law 
of the Sabbath, 295. Fasting on the Sab
bath, 296. Controversy on the Sabbath, 
297. Infant baptism, 312. Baptism 
and confirmation, 31 i. Baptism of here
tics, 318. Agapre, 325. Catechumens 
and believers among the heretics, .328. 
The f01lrth petition. 332. Sacramental 
bread, 332. Ebion,3-14. Ptolcmreus, 437. 
Marcion,461-473. :\lm'cion's disciples, 
474. Baptism by substitution, 478. Ter
tullian as a l\Iontanist, 509. Prophetic 
extacy, 511. Progressive development of 
the church, 516. l\lontanistic revelations, 
517. Against the outward church, 517. 
Forgiveness of sin nnd sanctification, 522. 
Arrogance of the confessors, 523. Against 
the enemies of Montanism, 523. Divine 
attributes, 561, 552. Revelation, 562. 
Creation,568. Monarchians,576. Prax
eas, 583. Trinity, 605. Anthropology, 
614-620. Humanity of Christ, G35. Bap
tism,646. Lord's supper, 648. Intenne
diate standing, 654. Life and writings of 
Tel'tullian, 683-685. 

Tertullianists, 685. 

Theodoret. Tatian's fvayyiAlOv clta TEcrcr"· 


pov,458. Hermogenes,567. Noetus, ;;84. 
TheodorLls. Sec Gregory Thaumaturgns. 
Theodotus, the Monarchian, 580. 
Theognosttls, 713. 
Theoctistus, 703. 
Theology. See Church theology, and the 

articles God - Creation - Trinity. 
Theonas, bishop of' Alexandria, 14:3. 
Theophilus of' Antioch. Hevciation, 559. 

Apology and commentaries, 674. 
Theophilus Indicus, 83. 
Theotecnus, bishop of Cwsnrea, 141. 
Therapeutw, 66-64. 
Thomas, the Apostle, 82. 
Thotl., interpolntcd sayings of, 176. 
Tiberius, 93. 

http:lanIty,.72
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Titus of Bostra, 501. 

Traducianism, 615. 

Trajan, 97. 

Trinity, 571-608. 

9vp"'poi, 201. 

U. 
Uchomo, Abgar of Edessa, 80. 
Unity of the church, 180, 181. 

V. 
Valentine, the Gnostic,417--433. Valen

tinian school, 434--442. 
Valerian, the Emperor, 136. 
Varro. Tbreefold theology, 7. On the true 

in religion, 9. 
Vattius Epagathus, the Martyr, 112. 
Victor, bishop of Rome. Arrogant claims, 

214. Dispute about passover, 299. Theo. 
dotus, 580. 

Victoria, tbe Martyr, 152. 
Virgines. See ITapt9ivat. 

w. 
Western church. See Roman church. 

X. 
Xerophagians, 521. 

Z. 
Zabeans. Sec Disciples of John. 
Zealots, Jewish, 38. 
Zenobia, 693. 
Zephyrinus, Roman bishop, 581. 
Zoroaster, 369. 
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p.409. 
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p. 552. 21: 16, p.705. 22: 19, 20, p. 
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Mark, 6 : 13, p. 119. 10: 46, p. 364. 15: 
2, p. 447. 
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p.313. 12: 8, p.434-436. 12: 49, p. 
707. 13: 2, p. 412. 13: 50, p. 707. 15: 
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4,5, p. 679. 12: 5, p. 182. 12: 2,4, p. 
189. 13: 10, p. 487. 14: 30, p. 320. 14: 
34, p. 182. chap. 15, p. 655. 15: 28, p. 
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290. 

1 Timothy, 3: 1, 184. 3: 2, p. 196. 3; 8, 
p. 184. 5: 1i, p. 188, 326. 6: 12, p. 
366. 

2 Timothy, 2: 14, p. 199. 3: 7, p. 506. 
Titus, 1 : 5, p. 184. 1: 7, p. 184. 
Philemon, v. 2, p. 185. 
Hebrews, chap. 2, p. 382. 2: 13, p. 563. 4 : 

12. p. 707. 11: 3, 1'.372,565. 12: 14, 
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II. CITATIONS FROM WRITERS ON CHURCH HISTORY. 


Acta concilii Carthagin. p. 150, 308, 309. 
-- concilii Nicami II., actio V., edid. Man

si, t. 13, f. 167, p. 500. 
-- martyrum (edid. Ruinart) Scillitanor

urn. Perpeture et Felicitatis, p. 122. 
Perpeture et Felicit. prrefatio, p. 
516,518. 

-- Feliciss. p. 151. 
-- Justini, p. 269. 
-- Procopii, p. 303. 
-- martyrum coptiaca edid. Georgi, Ro

mre, 1797, prrefatio pag. 109, p. 146. 
-- Saturuini, DatiYi, et aliorllm in Africa, 

(Baluz, Miscellanea, t. 2,) p. 152. 
-- MartyriiJustini, (Symeon Metaphras

tcs,) p. 671. 
-- cum Felice Manichreo, J. 1, c. 9. (Au

gustin. opera, edid. Benedict, t. 8,) p. 
487. 

-- Thomre. edid. Thiloj codexapocr. f.l0, 
p.497. f. 17, p.492. 

Alexander Alexandrinus, apud Theodoret. 
histor. ecclcsiast.l. 1, c. 4, p. 723. 

Alexander 	 Lycopolitanus, c. Manicbreos, 
(Combefisii grrecor. patrum auctarium no· 
vissimum, Paris, 1672, t. 2, f. 4,) p. 482. 
c. 3, p.494, 500. c. 5, p.494, 500. c.24, 
p.497. 

Apollinaris Hierapolitanus. Chronicon pas· 
chale Alexannr. p. 298. 

Apollonius, (ap. Euseb. hist. eccles. 5, 18,) p. 
513. 

Arius ad Alexaudrinos, (ap. Epipbanium 
hreres. 69, ~ 7,) p. 716. 

Arnobius, disputatio, c. gentes, I. 1, c. 13, p. 
688. 1,39, p. 688. 2,71, p.689. 3, 7, 
p.I50. 4,36, p. 689. Arnobii conflictns 
cum Serapione, (Bibliothec. patr. Lugdu
nensis, t. 8,) p. 599. 

Athanasius, c. Apollinarem, I. 2, § 3, p. 602, 
603. historia Arianorum ad Monachos, 
§ 64, p. 154. § 71, p. 603. Oratio IV., 
c. Arianos, ~ 8, p. 598. ~ II, p. 597. § 
12, p. 597. § 13, p. 595. § 21, 22, p. 598. 
§ 23, p. 599. § 2;', p. 595, 597, 598, 600. 
~ 26, p. 596. de sententia Dionysii, ~ 14, 
p. 606. de synodis, c. 4, p. 602. c. 43, p. 
606. de decretis synodi Nicamre, t. 1. P. 
2, pag. 68, p. 716. ~ 26, p. 607. 

Atbenagoras, 1egatio pro Christianis, f. 37, 
ed. Co1oniensis, p. 522. 

Augnstinns, c. FaustuIU Manichreum, I. Il, 
p. 502. I. II, c. 3, p.491. I. 18, p. 502. 
I. 18, c. 5, p. 505. I. 20, p. 494. I. 32, p. 
500. c. FortunatuIU, I. I, (appendix,) p. 
505. c.•lulian, opus imperf. I. 3. c. J72, 
p. 494, 497. c. 174, p. 496. c. 177, p. 
497,498. c. 186, p. 496, 497. c. 187. p. 
497. c. cpist. fundamenti. c. 5, p. 487. 
c. 8, p. 505. c. 13, p. 490. de Getlcsi, c. 
Manirhreos, I. 2, c. 39, p.497. de mori
bus Manich. c. 10, seqq. p. 503. de mo
rib. eccles. cathol. c. 35, p. 504. de natura 

boni, c. 46, p. 495. breviculum colla
tionis cum Donatistis, d. 3, c. 13, p. 150, 
151. de hrercsibus, h. 32, p. 504. h.86, 
p. 685. sermo, 202, 4 2, p. 302. sermo 
212, p. 307, 308. de civitat. Dei, I. 5, c~ 
31, p. 9. 1.6, c. 5, scqq. p. 7. 1.19, c. 23 
p. 172. de doctrina Christ. 1. 2, c. 11, p~ 
303. 

Barnabas epistola, c. 9,15, p. 650. c. 12, p. 
650. 

Basilidcs 	tractatus (t~7JY1lTtKQ;) in disputa
tione Archelai cum Mani, c. 55, p. 402. 
apud Clementem Alexandr. Stromata I. 
6. f. 508, p. 405. f. 509, p. 403. 

Basilius Cresar, cpisto\. 188, (ep. canon. 1,) 
p.320. 

Canon, de can one novi testamenti fragm. 
(antiquit. italic. reyi Jud. ed. Muratori, t. 
3,) p. 660. 

Celsus, AOy~ uA7JHiJr, (ap. Originem, c. Cel
sum,) 1. 1, C. 9, p. 160. c. 17, p. 111. C. 

28, p. 161, 162. c. 67, p.169. 1.2, C.13, 
p. 169. c. 27, p. 165. c. 34, p. 169. c. 
41,42, p. 169. c. 55, 63, 67, p. 169. 1.3, 
c. 10, seqq. p. 164. c. 44, p. 164. c.59, 
p.I66. c. 65, p. 166. I. 4, c. 28, p. 171. 
c. 62, seqq. p. 166. c. 69, p. 167. c. 73, 
p.169. c. 75, p. 167, 169. c. 71i, p. 161. 
c. 81, p. 168. c. 99, p. 168. 1.6, c. 63, p. 
164. c. 61, p. 175. I. 6, c.15,p.16~. c. 
41, p. 161. I. 7, c. 35, p. 169. c. 36, p. 
165. c. 62, p. 165. I. 8, c. 17, p.1I89. C. 
21, p. 265. KaTa p.ay(,)v, p. 161. 

Chronica Edessena, (Assemani bibl. Qrient. 
t. I, f. 391,) p. 291. 

Claudius Apollinaris, ap. Euseb.l. 5, p.1l7. 
Clemens Alexandrin. ed. Paris, 1641, frpo

7p'7rTl,,6~, f. 45, p. 558. f. 69, p. 620. frlll 

oayw/or, I. I, c. 1, p. 692. I. 1, C. 6, p. 
531. I. 1, f. 103, p. 317. f. 118, p. 564. 
1. 2, c. 8, f. 176, p. 691. \. 2, C. 12, p. 28l!. 
f. 142, p. 326. f. 194, d. p.2!l6. I. 3, e. 
1, p. 278, 292. f. 246, p. 293. f. 247, p. 
293, 312. f. 2:,0, p. 281. 1'. 255, p . .274. 
f. 256, p. 317. f. 257, p. 262. Stromata, 
I. J, f. 272, p. 251. f.273, a. p. 530. f. 
274, p.691. f. 278, p. 534, 535. f.291, 
p. 53.1. f. 292, p. 533. f. 298, p. 539. f. 
304, p. 452. f. 309, p. 537. f. 311, p. 520. 
f. 313, p. 621. f. 318, p.533. f. 319, p. 
308, 537. f. 320, p. 450. f.340, p.301. 
f. 360, p. 534. 1. 2, f. 362, a. p. 530. f. 
363, p. 414, 415. f. 364, p. 558. f. 365, 
b. p. 53!. f. 371, p. 414,531. f. 372, p. 
530. f. 373, p. 530. f. 375, p.425. f.379, 
p. 646. f. 381, p. 532. f. 384. p. 531. f. 
407, p. 419. f. 408, p. 402. f'+09, p . .:It. 
f. 411, p. 385,453. f. 414, p. 119. I. 8, 
f. 427, p. 415, 416. f. 428,·p. 451. f. 431, 
p. 466. f. 436, p. 452. f. 438, p. 452. f. 
448, p. 451. f. 444. p. 531. f. 446, p. 27~, 
457. f. 448, p. 188. f. 449. p. 280. . 
451, p. 429. f. 453, p.620. f. 457, p. ~2. 
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f 460, d. p. 452, 453, 632. f. 465, p. 456, 
458. f. 466, p. 620. f. 469, p. 620. f. 
470, p. 620, 633. I. 4, f. 490, p. 532. f. 
S03, p. 434. f. 503, p. 434. f. 506, p. 407, 
412. f. 507, p. 403. f. 508, p. 405. f. 508, 
a. p. 406, 424. f. 509, b. p. 443. f. 511, 
p. 520,610. f. 518, 519, p. 540. f. 528. 
b. p. 530. f. 533, p. 280. f. 536, p. 413. 
f.539, p. 400. I. 5, f. 546, p. 463. f. 549. 
p.654. f. 554, p. 535. f. 565, p. 586. f. 
58l!, p. 307. f. 583, d. p. 407. f. 587, p. 
538. f. 588, p. 558, 628. f. 591, p. 610. 
I. 6, f. 621, p.402. f. 636, seqq. p. 638. 
£ 638, 639, p. 656. f. 641, p.407, 409, 
427. f.644, p. 537, 538. f.647, p. 520, 
536. f. 649, p. 632. f. 652, p. 540. f. 
655, p. 535. f. 659, b. p. 528, 535. f. 660. 
p.528. f. 662, p. 620. f. 667, p. 622. f. 
672, p. 176, 538. f. 675, p. 535, 539. f. 
677, p. 553. f. 680, p. 364. f. 688, p. 538, 
£ 690, p. 683. f. 691, p. 541. f. 693, p. 
537. I. 7, f. 700, p. 585. f. 702, p. 541, 
f.708, p. 586. f. 715, b. p. 289. f. 722, 
p. 286, 452. f. 728, p. 286. f. 730, p. 551. 
£ 732, b. p. 308. f. 732, p. 532. f. 741, 
p.281. f. 753, p. 164. f. 754, p. 307. f. 
755, p. 308. f. 756, p. 533. f. 757, p. 532. 
f. 759, p. 326. f. 762, p. 533. f. 764, p. 
417. rif 'lTMV(flOf (Jw(o/lfVOr, c. 11, p. ~79. 
C' 21, p. 621. c. 42, p. 196. 'Y'lTOTV7':W(1Elf, 

apud Euseb. prrep. evang. I. 2, c. 2, p. 
691. epistoli. Euseb. b. 3, p. 691. 

Clemens Romanus, epistola I. ad Cor. c. 5, 
p.85. c. 32, 33, p. 644. c. 40, p. 659. c. 
42, p. 79, 135, 189. c. 44, p. 189. Clem
entinre homilire, h. 2, c. 6, p. 354. c. 9, p. 
354. c. 17, p. 362. c. 38, p. 358. h. 3, 
c. 19, p. 360. c. 20, p. 354, 355. h. 6, c. 
4, p. 357. c. 22, 23, seqq. p. 357. c.26, 
p.355. c. 42, p. 354. c. 51, p. 359,360. 
h. B, c. 5, p.355. c. 7, p.360. e. 10, p. 
354. c. Il, 12, p. 356. c. 22, 23, p. 356. 
h.16,e.lO, p.358. c. 12, p. 601. h.I7, 

f.. 
c. 17, p. 359. c. 19, p. 352. h. IS, c. 13, 

357. Clementinre Recognitiones, p. 32. 
. B, e. 53, p. 359. 

Commodianus, instruetiones, p. 68. i. 26, p. 
687. i. 47, p. 200. i. 48, p. 280. i. 57, p. 
687. i. 59, p. 281. i. 61, p.687. i. 62, 
p. 260. i. 66, p. 198, 237. i. 76, p. 303, 

. 329. i. 79, p. 288. i. 80, p. 687. 
Commonitorium, quomodo sit agendnm cum 

Manichmis, (August. ed. Bened. t. 8, ap· 
pend,) p. 504. 

Concilium Illiberitannm, 	c. 13, p. 277. c. 
IB, p. 198. c. 25, p. 229. c. 26, p. 296. 
c. 33, p. 277. c. 36, p. 293. c. 43, p. 30 l. 
c. 77, p. 233. 

Concilium Neocmsaricnse, c. 12, p. 238. 
Constitutiones apostolicre, I. 2, c. 2B, p. 326. 

1.8, c. 17, p. 703. c. 26, p. 201. c. 31, p. 
262. c. 32, p. 197. 

Corne!ius, ep. R. Epistola ad Fabium cpise. 
Antlochenum, ap. Euseb. h. eccles. 643, p. 
201, 238, 690. 

CyprianuB, ed. Baluz., ep. 1 ad Donatum, p. 
24.9, 263. ep. 2, p. 134, 231. ep. 3, p. 

206, 226. ep. 4, p. 134. ep. 5, p. 192, 
200, 224. ep. 6, p. 229. ep. 7, p. 135. 
ep.9, p.227. ep. 11, p. 227. cp. 12, p. 
231. ep. 13, p. 200, 231. ep. 14, p. 134, 
226, 231. ep. 18, p. 133. cpo 21, p. 133. 
ep. 22, p. 229. ep. 26, p. 220. cp. 31, p. 
132, 239. cp. 33, p. 199. cp. 38, p. 233. 
cp.40, p. 131, 207, 223. ep.42, p. 241. 
ep. 49, p. 224, 225, 233. ep. 52 ad An
tonianum, p. 220, 234, 235, 2391 240

1
242, 

243,244,245,654. ep. 54, p. 234. cp. 55 
ad Cornelium, p. 136, 214, 233, 235. cp. 
56, p. 136. cpo 59, p. 313. ep. 60, p. 256. 
ep. 61, ad Euchratem, p. 267. ep.62 ad 
Pomponillm, p. ~77. cpo 63, p.332. ep. 
66 ad Fcrnenesium, p. 198, 199. cp 68. 
p.200, 217, 604. ep.69 ad Pupianum, 
p. 236. ep. 70, p. 315, 322, 323. ep. 7J 
ad Quintum, p. 318,219, .320. cp. 72 ad 
Stephanum, p.. 316. ep. 72 ad JlIb~ja. 
num, p. 3l6. cp. 73, p. 320, 323. ep.74 
ad Pompeiium, p. 214, 216, 322. cpo 75, 
p. 126,201, 207,216,220. :1I8, :~20, .122, 
329. ep. 76 ad Magnum, p. 307, 309, 310. 
ep. n, p. 138. ep. 82 ad Successum, p. 
1:19. cp. 83, p. 139. ep. ad Demetl'ianllrn, 
p. 258. de lapsis, p. 134, 230, 332, (edid. 
Baluz. f. 189,) p. 640. de habitu \'irgin
urn, p. 277. de spectacnlis, p. 26.1. c. 29, 
p. 265. de mort!llitatc, p. 258, 334. de 
opere et eleemosyniR, p.3:)0, 647. de 
unitate ecdcsilC, p. 210. de oratione do
minica, p. 329. apologia, p. 136. de tes· 
timoniis, initio, p. 686. c. 25, p. 253, 648. 
c. 26, p. 253. c. 28, p. 227. c. 54, p. 620. 
finis, p. 686. de rcbaptismate, p. 322, 
323. 

Diognetus, cpistoht ad, p. 69. § II, p. 644. 
Dionysius Alexandrinus, apud Euseb, h. ec· 

c1es. 5. 5, (epist. ad Stephanum,) p. 320. 
6.41, (ep. ad Fabium Antioehenum,) p. 
130. 6.46, (ad Novatianllm,) p. 241. 7. 
I, (ad Sixtum Secundum,) p. 320. 7.5, 
p.318. 7.6, p. 599. 7.7, (ad Philcmo
nem,) p. 712. 7. 8, p. 243. 7.9, p.321. 
7. 10, p. 137. 7. 22, p. 258. 7. 24, (ITEpi 
hWY)'EA£WV.) p. 653. PrlCparatio evangel. 
I. 15, (rrEpi"'{'(Jwf.) p. 713. apud Athan
asium, de sententia Dionysii, (eAeyxof Kai 
urroAoyia, ad Dionysium Rom.,) p. 608. 
§ 14, (ep. ad Ammonium et Euphranor.) 
p. 606. apud l{onth, rcliquire sacrre, vol. 
2, (ad Basilidem,) p. 712. 

Dionysius Hom. apud Athanasasium. De 
deeretis svnodi Nicrenre, § 20, (uvarpo7rij,) 
p.61O.• 

Disputatio Archclai cum Mani. Opera Hip· 
pol vti cd. :Fabricius, f. 193, p. 505. 

Ebed "Jesu, catalogus scriptorum. Assemani 
biblioth. orient. p. 682. 

Ephraem Syrus. opera Syriacc et latine, t. 2, 
sermo I, f 4.18, seqq. 1'.462. sermo 14, 
f. 468, d. p. 466. sermo 102,9 6, f. 551, 
552, p. 471. f. 553, 555, 1;. 442. ~'p. 
Wegener de Manich:col'llm mdulgcntlls, 
I.ips. 1827, pag. 69, seqq. p. 5:13 

Epiphanius, hlCres. h. 26, 9 3, 9, p. 446. h. 
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30, p. 346, 351, 352, 353. § 15, p. 358. 
§ 16, p. 331. § 18, p. 358. ~ 25, p. 345. 
h.33. § 3, p.437. h.38, p.33l. h.44. 
§ 2, p. 475. h. 48, p. 515. h. 51, p. 526. 
h. 57, p. 580. h. 64, p. 696. h.62, p. 
596, 597, 601. h. 67, p. 602, 713. ex
poshio fidei catholic:e, c. 21, p. 303. 

Epistolre, Ecclesire Romanre 	ad ecclesiam 
Carthageniensem, (Cypr. ep. 2,) p.I32, 
231. confcssorum ad Cypr., (Cypr. cpo 
26,) p. 220. ecclesire Smyrnens, (Euseb. 
1. 4, c.I5,) p.I09,335. ecclesiarum Lug-d. 
et Vienn. (Euseb. L 5, c. I, seqq.,) p. 112, 
276. Petriad.Tacobum (prrefatio Clemen· 
tinarum,)p.361. Synodi ad Paul urn Samo
sateuum, (Mansi conc. 1, f. 1034,) p. 503. 

'HO"atov 	 a!'af3anKov, ed. Lawrencc, Oxon. 
1819, p. 716. f. 38, 59, v. 32, 36, p. 716. 

Euodius Uzal. de fide contra Manichreos, c. 
4, p. 501. c. 10, p. 494. c. II, p. 490. 
c. 28, p. 500. 

Eusebius. lIistoria eccles. 1. I, c. 7, p. 769. 
c. 10, p.82. c. 10, § 2, p.85. I. 2, c. 2, 
p. 681. c. 13, p. 665. c. 23, p. 675. I. 
3, c. 1, p. 80. c. 5, p. 343. c. 28, p. 399. 
I. 4, c. 3, p. 661. c. 6, p. 344. c. 13, p. 
467. c. 15, p. 109,335,472. c.16, 17, p. 
665. c. 23, p. 204,206. c. 26, p.IOl, 104, 
299,676. c. 29, p. 458. c. 30, p. 718. c. 
37, p. 661. I. 5, c. I, p. Il2. c. 3, p. 524. 
c.5, p. 117, 320, 321. c. 12, p.721. c. 
13, p.474. c. 16, p. 513, 515. c. 17, p. 
661. c. 18, p. 513. c. 20, p. 677. c.21, 
p. U8. c. 24, p. 194, 298, 300, 332. c. 
26, p. 680. c. 27, p. 211, 721. c. 28, p. 
575, 580, 581, 582. I. 6, c. I, p. 83, 69!. 
c.6, p. 527, 694. c.7, p. 121. c. 10, p. 
527. c. 11, p. 692. c. 13, p. 691. c. 14, 
p. 693,694. c. 15, p. 700. c. 17, p. 70S 
c. 19, p. 81, 171, 197. c. 20, p. 593, 601, 
703. c. 27, p. 707. c. 28, p. 126. c. 31, 
p. 709. c. 32, p. 710. c. 33, p. 593. c. 
36,p.704. c.37,710. c.39,p.7Il. c. 
41, p. 1.30. c.43, p. 201, 238, 316, 690. 
c.46, p.243. I. 7, c. 2, p. 711. c. 7, p. 
320, 712. c. 8, p. 243. c. 9, p. 309, 321. 
c. 10, p. 127. c. 11, p. 138. c. 12, p. 472. 
c. 13, 15, p. 140. c. 18, p. 292. c. 19, p. 
306. c. 22, p. 258. c. 24, p. 653. c. 30, 
p. 602, 603, 6:19. c. 32, p. 721. I. 8, c. 
2, p. 148. c. 4, p. 147. pncparatio evan· 
gelica, I. 2, c. 2, p. 691. I. 3, c. 7, p.27. 
I. 4, c. 2, p. 146. c. 7, p. 31. c. 13, p. 26. 
c. 21, 22, p. 28. 1. 5, c. 1, p. 146. 1. 6, c. 
10, p. 80. fin. p. 442. I. 7, c. 8, p.44. 
demonstratio e,'augclica, 1. 3, pag. 134, p. 
172. vita Constantini, I. 2, c. 32, seqq. p. 
148. c. 50, p. 145. de martyribus Pal
rest. c. 1,3, 9, p. 154. c. 4. p. 721. c. 10, 
p. 472. c. ll, f. 388, p.722. adversus 
Hierodcm, p. 174. 

'Evayyeiltov KaT' AlyvrrrioV!,', al'ud. Epiph. h. 
62, p. fiOl. 

Evangelium ad Hebrre9s, apud Epiph. h.30, 
§ 13, p. 348. apud Hieron. in Micham. I. 
2, C 7, (t. 6, f. 520,) apud Orig. in Joann. 
t. 2, § 6. p. 350. 

Faustus Manichreus, apud Agust., c. Faus

tum, I. 11,18, p. 503. I. 20, p.494. L 82, 
p. 500, 502. 

Felix Manichreus, apud Agost., c. Felicem 
1. I, c. 19, p. 504. 	 ' 

Firmilianus, episc. Cresar. episto1a ad Cypr. 
(eypr. ep. 75,) p 126, 201,207,216, 220, 
318, 320, 322. 

Gennadius, c. 15, p. 686. 

Gobarus, apud Photium cod. 235, p. 675. 

Gregorius N az. orat. 25, p. 82. 

Gregorius Nyss. vita Gregorii Thaumatur. 


gi, c. 27, p. 720. 
Hegesippus, apnd Euseb~ 1. 2, c. 23, p. 675, 

1. 4, C. 22, p. 675. 
Hcraclcon 	in cvang. Joann, apud Orig. in 

Joann. t. 2, § 15, p. 423. t. 9, § 12, p. 
441. § 23, p. 373. t. 10, § 14, p. 431. 
§ 19, p. 431. t. 13, § 11, p. 373, 431. § 16, 
p. 422. § 25, 30, p. 422. § 48, p. 423. 
§ 51, p. 422. § 59, p. 422. t. 20, § 20, 
p.422. in evangel. Lucre, apud Clement. 
Strom. I. 4, f. 503, p. 434. 

Heraclianus, episc. Chalcedon., ap. Phot. 
cod. 95, p. 485. 

Hcrmas, Pastor, Fabr. cod. apOCT. cod., 3, I. 
2, (p. 1009,) p. 464. I. 3, p. 278, 296. 

Hieronymus, 	(ed. Martianay.) Epist,5 ad 
Ctcsiphont. p. 697. ep.27 ad Marcellum, 
p. 521. ep. 29 ad Paulurn, p. 705. ep. 
41 ad Pamach. ct Ozean. p. 608, 702. 
ep. 71 ad Lucin. p. 333. ep. 72 ad Vi· 
talem, p. 297. ep. 83 ad Magnum. p. 661. 
cp. 146 ad Evangel. p. 190. ep. 148, p. 
82. de viribus illustribus, c. 1, p. 227. c. 
3, p. 349. C. 20, p. 661. c. 25, p. 269. c. 
36, p. 527. c.42, p.1I8. C. 47, p. 721. 
c. 53, p. 685. c. 60, p. 222. c. 72, p. 485. 
c. 77, p. 723. C. 79, p. 688 adversus 
Rufinum, vol. II., p. 1, p. 512. vol. 4, 1. 
I, f. 358, p. 721. I. 1, f 359, p. 720, 721. 
\. 2, f. 411, p. 705. f. 413, p. 589. f.414, 
p. 704. f. 425, p. 722. commentar. in 
Isaiam, I. 1, c. 1, t. 3, f. 71, (ed. Vallarsi, 
Veneto 1767. t. 4, p. 21,) p.349. \. 2, C. 

5, ad Isai. 5, 18, f. 83, (ed. Vallarsi, p. 
130,) p. 349. I. 9, c. 29, v. 18, f. ~50, (ed. 
Vallarsi, p. 398,) p. 349. ad Ism. 31 ; 7, 
8, f. 261, (ed. ValhlTsi, p. 428,) p. 349. 
com mentar. in Micham. I. 2, c. 7, t. 6, f. 
520, p. 350. 

Hilarius in cpist. ad Ephes. c. 4, v. 12, p. 
182. in epist. ad Timoth. II., c. 3, 7, p. 
506. de synodis, § 86, p. 606. 

Hippolytus contra Noetum, ~ 1, p. 584. apud 
Photo cod. 121, 202, p. 682. 

Ignatius, epistola ad Ephes. C. 11, p. 196. 
C. 20, p. 647. ep. II. ad Polycarp, § 5, p. 
284. ad Magncs. C. 9, p. 295, 296. ad 
Smyrn. § 2, p. 631. 

Ircnreus, (ed. Massuet.) 	 Hreres. 1. 1, c, I, 
§ 3, p. 418. C. 3, ~ 5, p. 420. c. 5, § 2, p. 
424. C. 6, p. 263. C. 7, § 3,4, p. 426. c. 
8, § 4, p, 423. C. 10, p. 84. C. 11, § 2, p. 
438. C. 12, § 3, p. 424. C. 21, § 4, p.476. 
C. 24, p. 400, 448, 471. C. 25, p. 450. C. 

26, p. 348. § 2, p. 348, 397, 452. c. 27, 
§ 2, p, 471. C. 31, p. 448. 1.2, C. 4, p.S75 
c. 10, ~ 1, p. 613. C. 16, p. 400. c. 22, ~ 4, 
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P. 311. e. 28, § 3, p. 613, 619. c. 32, § 4, 
P. 74. J. 3, c. 2, p. 389. c. 3, p. 196,204. 
~ 4, p. 465. c. 4, p. 85. c. 5, p. 389. c. 
7 p.679. c. 11, p. 452. § 9, p. 527. c. 
1~ p. 188. c. 13, § 4, p. 560. c. 14, p. 
192. c. 15, p. 390, 393. c. 17, p. 646. c. 
18,20, (alias 22,) p. 642. c. 22, p. 635. 
c.24, § I, p. 209. c. :ll, p.642. 1. 4, c. 
13,14, p. 645. c. 18, p. 330. ~ 4, p. 331. 
c. 26, p. 192. c. 30, p. 119, 274. c. 33, 
§ 6, p. 678. § 7, p. 209. § 9, p. 119. I. 5, 
c. I, § I, p. 635, 641. c. 32, p. 651. c.35, 
p. 651. epistola ad Victorem, ap. Euseb. 
5,24, p. 215, 310, 332. epistola ad Flori· 
num,ap. Euseb. 5. 20, p. 677. 

Isidorus, comment. in prophet. Parehol'. up. 
Clem. Strom. I. 6, f. 641, p. 406. 

Julius Africanus, epistola ad Aristidcm, up. 
Euseb. 6. 31, (Routh, reliq. sacI'. vol. 2, p. 
115,) p. 709. 

Justin us 	Martyr, (ed. Colon. 1686,) apolo· 
gia 1. § 66, p. 648. f. 540, p. 69. f. 48, p. 
586. f. 50, 51, p.662. apologia II. 1'. 
250, 259, 275, 283, 30a, 662. f. 56, p. 609. 
f. 74, p. 670. t: 75, p. 580. f. SI, p. 667. 
f. 88, p. 62. f. 92, p. 661. f. 98, p. 79. 
§ 10, p. 635. § 61, p. 305. dialogus, c. Try· 
phone Juureo, f. 218, p. 9, 275. f. 247, p. 
669. f. 267, p.342, 585. f. 27:3, p.670. 
f.291, p.347. f. 315, 1'.348. £.317, p. 
642. f. 320, p. 668. f. 32~, p. 642. f. 
327,331, p. 58ii. f. 338, p. 298. f. 344, 
p.609. f. 345, p. 129, 330. f. 370, p. 62. 
cohortatio, p. 15, p. 666. t.o; Ot' 7:f'ilr 
"EAt.'lvar, p. 666. editio Benedict. upol. I. 
~ " 6, 8, p. 665. 

Lactantius, institntioncs, I. 4, c. 27, p. 145. 
I. 5, c. 11, p. 126. 1. 6, c. 13, p. 172. de 
mortib. persecutorum, c. 10, p. L50, 152. c. : 
16, p. 154. i 

Leontius Bvzantinns coutra Ncstorium ct , 
Eutychen; (translation,) Greek fragments i 
in Erlich dis~el'tatio de el'l'Ol'ibus Pauli 
Samosateni, Lips. 1745, (p. 23,) p. 602.

Man!, 	epistola fnndamenti, ap- Angust. de 
epls!. fund. e. 13, p. 490. de tide contra 
Maniclucos, (Enoa. 1Jzal.,) c. 4. p. 501. ('. 
ll, p. 490. thesaurus, ap. August. de 
natum boni, c. 46, 1'. 495. el,i~tola ad 
Scythianum Fabricius hilioth. gl'a'.Cll. \'01. . 
7, f. 316, p. 486. epistoht ad vil'gincm , 
Menoeh, ap. August. opus imperfect. c.. 
Julian. I. 3, c. 174, p. 496. c. 172, p. 491'. 
ad Patricium, ap. August. op. imp. c.•Tn· 
linn. c. 186, p. 497. ad AIH\;1m, Fallr. 
biblioth. gra'.ca, (cdit. nOI'3.) 1'01. 7, f 316, 
p. 499. cpistola'. .Falor. Liblioth. gra'.ca, 
vol. 7, f. 316, p. 502. 

Melito San!. apud Euseb. I. 4, c. 26, p. 101, 
102. 

Methodius, 	Combcfk hihlioth. gl'a'.c. patr. 
aucta~" noviss. P. 1. f. 11,~. p.'358. ITf!,' 
K.Tl.a(1UTWv, ap. Pho!. ('od. 235, p. 569. de 
!thero arhitrio, Galland, biblioth. patr. t. :1, 
f. 762, p. 422. 	 : 

Miltiades ITfP~ -roD p.q Ot,II ITpo<p~rT)v tv I 

EK(miaet MAftV, p. 519. I 

62~ 

Minucins Felix, Octavius, p. 92. c. 8, p. 78, 
271. c. 9, p. 76. 

MOlltanus, apud Epiphan. ba'.res. 48. Euseb. 
I. 5, c. 16, p. 51,',. 

Novatianus de trinitate, c. 6, 8, p. 560. cpist. 
ad l)ionys. Alcxalldr. ap. Euseb. !. 6, C. 

46, p. 241. 
Optatlls !Vlilcvcnsis de schismate Donatista. 

rum, cd. Du Pin, (I'. 174,) p. 150. I. I, c. 
22, p. 155. 

Origencs, c. Cclsum,1. 1, c. 1, p. 74,88,108. 
C. 2, p. 4. c. 4, p. 160, 559. C. 9, p. 164, 
544. c. 28, p. 161, 162. c. 32, p. 6:;9. 
c. 46, p. 75. c. 57, p. 454. C. 67, p. 160, 
250. 1. 2, c. 9, p. 636. C. 10, p. 169. c. 
23, p. 629. C. 27, p. 165. c.34, 41. ·12, 
p.169. c.55, 63, 67, p. 169. 1. 3, f. 5:" 
p.70. c. 7, 1'.89. c. 8, p. 127. c. 9, V 
79. C. 10, p. 164. c. 14, p. 89. C. 15, p. 
128. C. 24, p. 75. c.27, p.474. c.29. 
p. :l50. c. 41, p. 636. c. 42, p. 640. c. 
44, p. 164. c.46, p. 544. C. 50, p. 305. 
C. 51, p. 219, 305. c. 59, p.166. c.65, 
p. 166. c. 70, p. 570. c. 76, p. 627. 1. 
·1, c. 1 :', 1'. 6:19 c. 16, p. 633. C. 36, p. 
160. c. 40, p. 627. c.48, p. 171. c.57, 
p. 635. c. 62, 69, p. 168. c. 69, p.656. 
c. 69, 75, 76, Rl, p. 167, 168. c. 73, 75, p. 
169. e. 99, p. 168. !. 5, c. 14, p. 57D. c. 
23, p.570. c.54, p. 475. C. 61, p. 177. 
3-1.8. c. 6~, p. 164. I. 6, c. 12, seqq. p. 
544. C. 13, p. 544. C. 15, p, 167. C. 24, 
p.699. c. 23, p. 91. C. 28, p. 128. c. 
3;'. p. liO. c.3G. 42, p. 161. c.42, p. 
402. c. 44, p. 623. c. 75, p. 639. c.77. 
p.6.39. !. 7, e. 26, p. 128. 1. 8, c. 12, p. 
577, !iSS. P. 17, p. 90, 284. c. 21, p. 26:"i, 
c. 22, p. 300. c. 41, p. 108. C. 63, 67, p. 
91. e. 68, p. 129. c. 69, p. lOS. c.70, 
p. 129. C. i~, p. 90. fin. p. 272. In 
.Toannem, t. 1, § 9, p. 548, 552. ll, p. 
550. 16. p. 623. 17, p. 10:1. 22, p. 544. 
30, p. 6:16. 32, p. 5S8. 40, p. 564. 42, 
p. 593. t. 2, § 1, p. 588. 2, p. 576, 577, 
587,590. :3, p. S7R. 4, p.552. 6, p. 350. 
7, p.62:1, 624. 15, p. 628. 18, p.577. 
21, p. 643. t. 5, § 4, 1" 367. (crlit. Lam· 
m,\tz,ch, Y01. 1, p. 172,) p. 473. t. 6, § I, 
p. 7(1+. 2, p. 520. 12, p.441. 17, 1'. 
258, 648. 23, p. 430. 24, p. 703. 28, 
p.447. t. 10,1" 590. § 4, p. 556. 13, l' 
702. 14~ 19, p.399. 21, p. 577. 2i, p. 
547. t. 12, § 3, p.4,31, 587. t 13, § 5, 
p. 551. 10, p. 4:12. 11, p. 432. 16, 1'. 
421, 4'22, 427. 20, 1" 432. 21, p. 560. 
25, p. 56~, 590,591. 34, p. 627. 38,41, 
p. 476. 4S, 1" 42:;. 52, p. 546. 59. p. 
432, 624. t. 18, § 1, (cd. LomTl1. '"01. 2, 
p. 143,) 1'. 591. 3, p. 251. 4.1'.64.1. :;, 
p. 624: 625. 630, 6.38. t. 19. § 1, p. ;,91. 
t. 20. § 16, 1" 590. 20, I>' 421, ·122. 28, 
p. 549, 63:3. t. 28, § 14. 1'. 64:). t. 32, 
§ 5, p. 700. 11. ". 627, G28, 6:36. 16, p. 
6-l9. 18, p. 568, :,69, :;87. III :'>Iatll. cd. 
lIuet. t. 2, § 10, p. 624. t. 10, § 2, p. 623. 
9 p.646. (ed. Lomm. vol. :l, 1'.26,) p. 
548. t. ll, § 12, p. 345. 14,1" 649. 17, 
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p.694. t. 12, §6, p. 647. 37, p. 633. t.13, 
§ 1, (ed. Lomm. vol. 3, p. 210,) p.571. 
7, p. 201. 22, p. 630. 26, p. 622, 636. t. 
15, § 3, p. 697. 7, (ed. Lomm. vol. 3, p. 
340,) p. 552. t. 15, § 14, p. 709. t. 16, § 1, 
p. 695. 8, p. 594, 603,636, 640, 644. 9, p. 
530. 12, p. 345. 16, p. 528. 22, p. 233. 
25, p. 705. t. 17, § 14, p. 578. 26, p. 699. 
30, p. 625. t. 25, § I, p. 564. f. 268, p. 
850. f. 290, p. 550. f. 344, p. 636. f. 
363, p. 522. f. 367, (t. 15,) p. 698. f. 374, 
375, p. 552. f. 378, p. 563. f. 381, (t. 
15,) p. 70S. f. 402, p. 656. f. 423, p. 636. 
f. 445, (t. 16.) p. 705. opera de la Rue, 
vol. 3, f. 887, p. 639. f. 898, p. 649. 
Commrntnr. series in Matth. § 100, (ed. 
Lomm. t. 4, p. 446,) p. 634. Homilire in 
Jercmiorn. h. 2. 16,1'.626. h. 8. 8, p. i05. 
h. 9.3, p. 569. h. 9. 4, p. 589. h. 14, p. 
627. h. 15. 6. p. 636. h. 18. 6, p. 563. h. 
18. 12, p . .146. h. 19. 4, p. 277. 1i:fpi 
o.PXwv, pr",f. f. 4, p. 5G8. 1. 1, c. 2, § 6, p. 
568. (cd. de la Rue, t. I, f. 76,) p.627. 
c. 8. a, p. 638. I. 2, c. I, p. 624. c. 1. 4, 
p. 568. c. 2. 2, P 623. c. 4, p. 656. c. 
5. a, p. 638. c. 5. 5, p. 638. c. 6, p. 6.36. 
c. 8, p. 625. c. 8.3, p. 6:37. c. 9, p. 570. 
c. 10, p. 463. de omtiane dominica, c. 7, 
p. 625. c. 12, p. 285. c. 13, p. 285. c. 
15, p. 590. c. 22, p. 285. c. 29, p. 629, 
630. Commcntar. in epist. ad Rom. I. 1, 
(ed. Lomm. vol. 5, p. 250,) p. 636. 1. 1, 
(ed. Lomm. yol. 5, p. 251,) p.571. I. 2, 
(cd. Lomm. vol. 6, p. 107,) p. 628. c.9, 
(ed. Lomm. vol. 6, p. 108,) p. 629. I. 4, 
(ed. de h Rne, t. 4, f. 549,) 1" 404. I. 5. 
p.314. ('ommentar. in Genesin, init. p. 
568. cd. de la Rne, t. 2, f. 25, p. 676. 
Selccta in Psalmos, ed. de la Hue, t. 2, f. 
570, p. 651. cd. Lomm. t. n, p. 388, p. 
655. commentar. in Exod. 10: 27, p. 629. 
ed. Lomm t. 8, p. 299, p. 613. ed. Lomm. 
I. 8, p. :300, p. 564. comment'lf. in Titum 
fragm. 1'. 578. homilia in Isaiam, 4, I, p. 
625. hom ilia in Lncam, 14, p. 314. de mar
tyribll<, § 4. p. 706. 7, p. 625. 12, p. 637. 

. epistola ad Grcl'.Thallmaturg-. p. 287. cpis· 
tola ad .Jnl. African. § 4, p. 710 5, p. 708, 
Bpist. ad Dcmetrinm, (apud Him·on. adv. 
Hufinum, 2, f. 411. ('II. Mart.,) p. 704. 
cpist. ad s)-nodum, (Hieron. adv. Huf. 2, 
f. 411, ell. Mart.,) p. 705. cpist. t. 1, f. 3, 
(ed. de la Hue,) p. 701. dialo;!us de recta 
in Denm fide, (opp. de laRue, t.l,f. 807.) 
1'.474. l'hiiocalin,e.l.p.I7,p.557,681. 
p. 28, p. 554. p. fil, p. 554. c. 2, p. 6,10, 
p.553. c. 13. p. i18. c. 14, p.387. c. 
15. p. 544, 553. p. l:m, p. 556. c. 24, (cd. 
Lomm. t. n, p. 450,) p.630. c. 26, (rle 
]a Hue, t. 2, f. III ; Lomm. t. 8, p.305,) 
p.629. 

l'aei:mus Barccloncm;is, cpist. 3, contra No
v"t., (inllanrl. hiblioth. patr. to, 7,) p. 246. 

l'alhctills, Lausiaca, c. 147, p. 70S. 
Pamphilus, apologia Origcnis, (cd. de lu 

Rne, t. 4, f. :l5,) p. 640. 
Papias, Aoyiwl' Kvpia/(wv ti;T}yiwetr, fragm. 

J. A. Cramer Catena in acta apost. Oxon. 
1838, p. 12, p. 650. 

Paulus Samosatenus, ap. Epiphan. hreres. h. 
67, p. 602. ap. Leont. Byzant. contra 
Nest. et Eutych. p. 602. 

IIfpioll'oi U1rOO'TOAwV, act. cone. Nie. 2, actio 
5, (ed. Mansi, t. 13, f. 167,) p. 501. 

Philostorgius, hist. eccles. \. 3, c. 4, 5, p. 83. 
PlIotiL1S, co~. 95, p. 485. cod. Ill, p. 692. 

cod. lIS, p. 693, 704. cod. 121, p. 681. 
cod. 202, p. 682. cod. 255, p. 675. 

Polycrates, ap. Euseb. h. eccles. 5. 24, p. 194 
298. ' 

Pontius diaconus, vita Cypriani, p. 2112, A. 
I, p. 223. 

Prredestinatus, h. 26, 86, p. 685. 
Ptolemrnus, ep. ad Flomm, p. 437, 438. 
Rhodon, ap. Euseb. h. eeel. 5. 13, p. 467. 
Hufinus, expositio symboli apostolici, p. 307. 

de adulteratione librarnm Ol'igenis, (opp. 
Hieron. t. 5, f. 251, ed. Martianay,) p. 705. 

Sabellius, ap. 	Athan. c. Arian. or. 4, § 8, p. 
59S. § II, p. 597.597. § 12, p. 598,600. 
§ I:J, p. 595. § 20, 21, 22, p. 598. § 23, 
p.599. § 25, p. 595,597,598,599. ap. 
Basilinm, ep. 210, 214. § 3, cp. 235, § 6, 
p. 596. ap. Epiphan. hrel'es. 62, p. 596. 
ap. Justin. Mart. dial. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 
358, (ed. Colon.,) p. 597. ap. Theodoret! 
lIrerct. fab. 2. 9, p. 600. 

Scverns 	Asmonin., (Renandot, hist. patri
arch. Alcxandr. p. 40,) p. 485. 

So~ra tes, h. ecdes. 1. 3, c. 7, p. 593. c. 23, 
p. 170. I. 4, c. 13, p. 720. c. 28, p. 294. 

Rozomenus, h. eecl.1. 7, c. 19, p. 303. 
Tabenislanensis, annales regnum atque Ie· 

gatorulIl Dei, vol. 2, p. I, Gryph. 1835, p. 
103, p. 350. 

Tatianus, oratio contra Grrecos, § 19, p. 
6iI. 	 • 

'I'crtullianus, A pologeticns, vol. 2, f. 63, p. 
76. f. 98, p. 79. c. I, p. 84. c. 3, p. 269. 
c, 4, p. S4. c. 5, p. 93, 116. c. 7, p. 327. 
c. 17, p. 177. c. 21, p 272, 685. c.34, 
p. 90. c. 39, p. 76, 191, 325. c. 42, p. 
259, 273. c. 46, p. 78. ad Nationes, 1. 1, 
c. 5, p. 218, 254. c. 18, p. 77. ad Scapu· 
lam, c. 2, p. 175. c. 4, p. 116, 119 .. c.5, 
p. 102, 119. ad Martyres, c. 1, p. 230. 
de idololatria, c. 6, p. 262. c. 11, p. 262, 
c. 14, p.277,30I. c.15,p.91,259. c.18, 
p.271. c. 19, p.273. de ;;peetaculis, c. 
1, p. 265. c. 2, p. 72. c. 24, p. 265. de 
Corona militis, c. 2, p. 27a. c.3, p. 293, 
308,309,334,517. c. 4, p. 269. c. 11. p. 
270. c. 13, p.269. de fuga in persecu· 
tione, c. 12, p. 121, 122, 52!. c. 13, p. 
121. c. 14, p. 121. de p"dicitia, c. 1, 
p.2I4. c. 4, p. 522. c. 7, p. 292. c.12, 
p.517. c. 19, p. 221, .115, 523. e.2I, 
1'. 517. c. 22, p. 523. de pa>nitentia, c. 
5, p. 220. c. 6, p. 2:12. c 9, p. 219,220. 
c.lO, p.219. de jejuniis, c. II, p.525. 
c. 13, p. 206, 256, 280, 521. c. 14, p. 294, 
296. c. 17, p. 256. de exhortatione cas
titatis, c. 5, p. 600. c. 11, p. 334, 522. de 
baptismo. c. 7, p. 315. c. 8, p. 316. c.15, 
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p.318. c. 17, p. 195, 196. c. 18, p. 312, 
615. de virginibus velandis, c. I, 1'.516. 
Co 9 p. 188, 214. de pallio, p.275. de 
mo~oO'amia, c. 1, p. 522. c. 12, p. 197. 
c. 20, p. 522. ad uxorem, I. 2, c.4, p. 255. 
c.·8, p. 255, 281, 284. de cultu fcemina· 
rum I. 2, c. 8, p. 282. c. 9, p. 275. c. 11, 
p. 280. de p,llientia, c. 1, p. 616, 619. 
de orationc, c. 6, p. 648. c. 19, p. 332. c. 
23 p. 259, 296. c. 25, 26, p. 286, scqq. c. 
28: (Mllratori Anecdota bibl. Ambros. t. 
3,) p. 284. De anima, c. 9, p. 521. c. 10, 
p.615. c. 21, p. 617, 619. c. 22, p. 616, 
518. c. 41, p. 616, 646. c. 47, p. 75. c. 
55, p. 654. c. 56, p. 523. c. 58, p. 654. 
de testimonio animre, c. 1, p. 559. de 
came Christi, c· (i, p. 631. c. 6, p. 642. 
c.9, p.631. c. II, seqq. p. 560, 625. c. 
c. 14, p. 631. de rcmrrectione carni" c. 
2. p. 474. c. 8, p. 315,648. c. 48, p. 30S. 
478. ad,'. Judreos, c. 7, p. 85. adv. Va· 
lentinianos, c. 4, p. 437. c. 5, p, 678. ad\', 
Praxeam, c.3, p. 576, c, 7, p, 560, c. 10, 
p.584. c. I I, p. 6-!2. c. 14, 26, 27, p. 584. 
contra Marcionem, I. I, c. 2, p. 684. c. 5, 
p.467. c. 7, p, 466, c. 10, p, 559. c, II, 
p. 468. c. 14, p.315. c. 15, p, 466. c. 
19, p.469, 559. c.20, p.680. c. 28, p. 
472. c. 34, p. 473. 1. 2, c. 12, 13, p. 
561. c. 16,27, p, 562. c.29, p,562, I. 
3, c. 3, p.470. c.3, 4, p.471. c, 15, p, 
470. c. 24, p. 468. I. 4, p. 462. c, 2, 3, 
p.473. c. 5, p, 474. c. 9, p, 465,470,561, 
c. Ii, 1'.469. c. 22, p. 518. c, 29, p, 41'1, 

c. 35, p. 470. c. 36, p. 465. c. 40, p. 648. 
I. 5, c, 1, 10, p.478. adv. HCrnlOffCnem 
p.566, c. 15, p. 366. c. :J6, p, 617~ 1'rru: 
scriptio hret'eticorum, c. 13, p, 685. c. 19, 
p. 582, c. 22, p- 213. c. 30, p. 462, 463, 
474. c, 39, p. 463, c, 41, p. 20l, 328,478. 
addit. p. 462. addit. c, 53, p, 580. 

Testamentum XIl. patriareharum. Test.. 
III. c. 8, p. 174. t. IV. (.Jnd,) c. ~ I, p. 365. 
t. IV. c. 23, p. 348. t. VII. (Dan.) C, 5, p. 
348,352. 

Thcodol'Us, Panegyriclls in Originem, c. 15, 
p. 717. 

Thcodorctlls, hrerct. fab. I. 14, p.444. 19, 
p, 567, 618. 20, p. 458, 21. p.458. f. 
Il3, p, 39G. 9, p, 600, f. III 3, p. 58·!' 

Thcodorctn5, h. ccd. I. 1. c. 4, p. 72:1. 
Throdotus, ctidasc. Anato!" (op!" Clem. en. 

Par. 16+1,) f 794, p.404. f. 796, D. p. 
411. f. 797, D. p. 425. ,133 f. 800, col. 2, 
D, p. 4i7, f. 806, p. 457. 

Theonas Alexandr, ('pi,t. ad Lllci'lUum, 
(d'Achct'y Spicileg-illm, f 297. G~lland. 
bib1. patr, 1. 4,) p. 143, 

Thcophilns ad AutolYCllm, I. I, c, 2, 1" 559. 
or. 2. ~ 5, p. 721. Ot'. 9, ~ 5, p, 721. 

Titus Bo~trensis, c· )fanickco" L I, c. 12, 
p. 492. e, 30, p. 500. pra;f ad lib. 3, 
(Can. leet. ant, cd, Basn, Antv, 1725, t. 
I, f. 137,) p, 496, 1. :3, initio, 1', SOl. 

Victorianus, 	epise, Patab" (in Pallnonia,) 
hist. crcationis (cd, Cave, hist. ap. Galland. 
bibl. patr. t. 4; Routh, reI. ,mcr. vol. 3, p. 
273, Oxon. 1815,) p, 296. 

III. CITATIONS FRO~I PIWFANE WInTERS. 

\ JElius Lampridius, "ita Alexandri Seycri, 
c. 24, p. 103. c. 45, p. 199. vita Com· 
modi, c. 6, 7, p. 1I9. ~\ita Heliogahali, c. 
3,6,7, p. 175. 

JElius Sparti,mus, vita Hadriani, c, 22, p, 
102. vita Caracallre, c, I, p. 70:3. vit.l 
Septimii ::leveri. c. 17, p. 120. 

Ammianus Mareellinus, I. 25, c. 4, p, 107. 
Apollonius Tyanensis, "pud Euseb. prrepu· 

rat. evangel. 1. 4, c. 13, (Porphyr. de abslin, 
cam. 1. 2, ~ 34), p. 26, epistolre, (Philostra· 
tus opp. ed, Olearius cpo 58, f. 401,) p. 31. 

Arrhianus, di,ltrihfl', I. 4, c. 7, p. 159. 
Aristides. cncomium Homre,p. 88. oratio· 
J IlCS, p. 73, 

Aristotclcs, ethica Nieomach. L 3, c. 7, p, 
611. 9.13, p. 267. 10,7, p, 628. cthiea 
magna, I. (cd. Beckel'. p. 1197,) p,558. 
I. 34, p. 281. ethica Endrm. 3, ,1, p. 19. 
Metaphysica, 10. 8, (cd. Becker. t. 2, P 
1074,) p, 7. }'oliti,'a, 1. 2, p. 46. 3. 5,1" 
29. de anima, 3. 5. p. 426, 

Artemidor11 •. Onciroerit. L 4, 5, c. 18, p. 275. 
Athenrem. DeipnosQph, L I, § 36, p, 205, 
Aulns Gellins, noctes atticte, l. 12, c. II, p. 

158. 

Cicero de legibus, 1. 2, c. 8, p. 86. 


Digcsw, t. 12, L I~, c, 1, § 14, p. 120. t. 14, 
L 1. c. 4, p, 126, 

Dio CU"illS, p. 96. I. "G, c. 23, 1', II6. 71, 
p.116, 7'2,4, p, 118, 

Dio ChrnostO!llns, (orat. att. ed. Rciske, 
voL I. img, 405,) orat. 12, p. 27, SG. 

Dioelctianl1s, edictum contra Munich., (Hi· 
l"rius in epist. sec, ad Timoth. 3. 7,) p. 
IH, edietnm, c, Chri,tian. (Euseh. h, ecel 
I. 8, c. 2 ; vita Constant. I. 2, e. 32; Lac· 
tant. dc mort, persccu!. c. 10,) p, 148. 

Diollysins Halicarn, antiquitt. Hom, I. 2, e. 
IS: p. G. 19, p, 88. 20, p. 29. 68, p.12. 
4.62; 7. !i6, p. li7. 

Domitius 	Ulpianus de officiis Proconsulum 
fr"gm. Digest. t. 14, L I, c. 4, >eqq. p. 
126. 

Fhl\'ins YopisctlS, Satnrnintls, c. 8, p. 102. 
vita .Amcliani, c. 20, p. 142. 

Galcnus de differenti" pnlsullIn, (cd. Char· 
ter.) I. .1, c. 3, (I. 8, f 68.) p, 104, 172. 

Galerills. c,lictnm, p. 144. I ju, 

II,l(lriann'. cp, ad Cons, Scrviannm, ap. Flav. 
\ropi .... (~. in Snlnrnino, c. 81 p. 102. 

Hicl'Ocl,,,, AOYOI 91'/af..i;{Jw; 1T'IJI)~ TOi!~ Xpla
Tlm'o,,<:, (apt Lact. institut. I. 5, c. 2; de 
mort. persecut. c. 16,) p. 173. 
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Historia Edessena e nummis iIIustrata, (auct. 
Bayer,) I. 3, pag. 73, p. 80. 

History of the East Moguls, (in German: 
Schmidt, p. 271,) p. 482. 

Homerus, llias, I. 2, v. 204, p. 154. 
Josephus, Arehalol. 1. 16, c. 2, ~ 4, p. 88. I. 

18, c. 1, p. 38, 41, 48. ~ 4, p. 48. de bello 
Judairo. I. 2, c. 8, § I, p. 38, 43. ~ 6, p. 45. 
§ 9, p. 47. § 10, p. 43. § 13, p. 45. con
tra Apio1)cm, L 1, § 8, p. 41. 

Julius Capitolinus, vita. Antonini Hi, c. 9, p. 
103. c. 11, p. 105. c. 13,21, p. 107. c. 
24, p. 105. [p. 87. 

Julius Pan Ius, sentential rcceptre, t. 21, I. ~, 
Juvenalis, Sat. 2, p. 16. Sat. 3. v. 75, p. 103. 
Lucianus. 'Alc1tir, p. 9. Demonax. Cypr. 

p. 10. Hennotimos, ~ 81, p. 16. ZEl)<; 
l/,eyxof1EVOr;, p. 24. Jupiter Trag-cedus, p. 
93. Peregrinus Proteus, p. I "S, seqq. 
'Alct;av,\por; 7) 'fEvOOf1alJTIr, § 21, p. 161. 

Marc. Aurelius, 	dr; i:aVT(JlJ. l. I, c. 6, p. 73. 
c.17, p. 106. I. I, fin. p. II6. I. Ill, c. 14, 
p.17. 1.18, c. 13, p. 106. c. 18, p. 106. 
I. 12. c. 28, p. 106. c<liet. in Pandert. p.106. 

lIIalalas, Johannes, ed.Niebuhr, I. II, p. 273, 
p.39. 

Millr 	 )fersch. Proclamation, (St. Martin, 
memoir€s hist. et gcograph. sur l'Armenie, 
t. 2. p. 47. Paris 1819. ElisiCus, history 
of the religious wars hctween the Armcn
ians and the Persians, transl. into English 
by Prof. Newman, p. 1099, Land. 1830,) p. 
489. [I" 116. 

Notitia ni;::nitatum imperii Romani, sec. 25, 
Paus:1nias,1. 8, c. 2, § 2, p. 12. 
Phereciiles, fragm., (cd. 8lmz. p. 46,) p. 402. 
Philo. Qnod omnis probus libel', § 12, p. 

44, 48. Oralio in Flaecum, ~ 6, p. 50. 
de vita Mosis, I. 1, f. n07, p. 51. ~ 27, f. 
625, p. 52. I. 2, § 3, p. 65. § 38, p. 55. 
I. 3. § 17, p. 65. 1. 3, f. 681, p. 61. de 
confusione ling. ~ 2, f. 320, p. 51. de 
nominihus mutatis, § 8, p. 1053, p. 51. de 
caritate, ~ 2, f. 699, p. ~2. de Abrahamo, 
9 19, f..364. 1'. 52. f. :367, p. 601. de vie
timi s , f. 2.38, p. 52. de victimas offerent. 
f. 854, p. 61. § 12, f. 856, p. ~2. de plan
tat. Noa', § 17, p. 53. I. 2, § 8, f. 249, p. 
54. Ql1ccstiones in Gcncsin, I. I, ~ 55, p. 
57. 1. 3, e. 3, (cd. Lips. opp. Philonis, t. 
7, p. 5,) p. 5:3. Quis rcrum di\'inarum 
hreres. & 16, f. 492. p. Ii;;. Legis allegoria, 
I. 1, § 12, p. GG. I. 2, § 7, p. 56. § 21, p. 
59. I. 3, § :3:3, p. 57. & 73, p. :397. Quod 
deterior potio)'i insidiatur, § 6, p. 56. § 7, 
p. 60. Quod Deus immutah. § II, p. 
~4, 58. § 14, p. 58. § 16, p. 66. de I'rre
mio ct p02na, § 7, p. ;,7. § 18, 19, p. 65. 
de Chcl'llbim, § 5, p. 58. de migratione 
Abrnhami, \ 16, p. 58. f. 402, p. 59. de 
decala.~o, § 22, p. 59, GO. f 760, p. 62. de 
profllgis, § 1, p. 59. § G, p. 60. § 6, f 
454, p. 60. § 7, p.60. § 15, 18, p.66. 
de monarchia, L 2, p. 407. 1. 2, ~ :1, p. 64, 
65. f. 816, p. 61. de "ita contemplatiya, 
~ 3, p. 62. de exe('ratio~lms, ~ 9, p. 65. 
de mundi opificia, § 24, p. 396. opp. f. 
186, p. 703. de samniis, I. 1, f. 580, p. 54. 

Philostratus, 1. 4, ff. 200, ed. Morelli, Paris, 
1608; c. 40, f. 181, ed. Olearius,) p.31. 
ep. 58, (ed. Olear. f. 401,) p.31. vita 
Apollonii Tyanensis, c. 6. 29, p. 174. 

Plato, Phredrus, (ed. Bip. vol. 10, p. 285 ) p. 
5. de legib. L 4, (ed. Bip. vol. 8,) p.' 19. 
1. 10, 87, 91, (cd. nip. vol. 9,) p. 375. 
Timreus, p. 25, 26. Tim. (t. 9, p. 326 ed. 
nip.) p. 396. de republic. p. 26. I. 2: (p. 
257); I. 3, (vol. 6, p. 266, ed.Bip.,) p.58. 
Philebus, p. 26. [p_ 10. 

Plinius, hist. nat. 1. 2, c. 4, seqq.; 1. 7, c. 1 
Plinius, sec. epist.1. 1, cp. 12, 22; I. 3, ep. 7: 

I. 6, ep. 24, p. 16. L 10, ep. 97, p. 97, 99~ 
Plotinus, (anccdota )l:rxca, t. 2, p. 237,ed. Vil

loison, Venet.. 1781,) p. 26. Ennead,I.!. 8, 
c. 121, p. 376. II. L 9, p. 369. I. 10, e. 9, 
p. 29. III. I. 2, p. 406. I. 7, p. 569, 586. 

Plutarclms 	de superstitione, c. 33, p. 13. 
ITEr' OWJ,,)a'll0via~ Ka, idhOT7JTOr;, p. 13,14. 
de Iside CL Osiride, c. 1, p. 33. c. 20, p. 
2:3. c. 37, p. 20. c. 71, p. 14. Non posse 
sum-iter vivi secundum Epicurnm, c. 20. 
p. 15. c. 22, p. 21. de Stoicorum repug
nantiis, c. 34, p. 16. c. 6, p. 18. c. 13, p. 
16. c. 15, p. 22. c. 38, p. 22. de sera 
numinis "indicta, c. :l, p. 19. de defectu 
oraculorum, I. 1, c. 2. p. 20. c. 9, p. 21. 
c. 12, p. 28. c. 47, p. 23. adversus Stoi
cos, c. 31, p. 20. Pericles, c. 7, p. 23. 
de Pythire oraculis, c. 9, p. 176. c. 7, p. 
24. c. 24, p. 514. de e1 apud Delphos, 
c. 20, p. 25. Oratio 1, de Alexandri vir
tute sive fortuna, ~ 6. 10, p.50. Qures
tiones Platoniere, quo IV. p. 375. de anima 
procreatrice in Timreo, r. 9, (opp. cd. Hut
ten. t. 12, p. 296,) p. 376. 

Polybius, I. 3. 6, c. 6, p. 3. I. 6, e. 56, p.6. 
Porphyrius de ahstinentia carnis, I. !, c. 40, 

seqq. p. 385. I. 2, c. 34, p. 26. vIta Plo
tini, p. 27. c. 2, p. 31. c. 16, p.390. 
mpi Titr; h /,oyiwv ,/,lI..OeJO,/,iar, Euseb. prre
par. evang. I. 4, c. 7, p.31. I. 5, c. I, p. 
171. ap.Aug-ustin.de civitate Dei, 1.19, 
c. 23, p. 171. ap. Euseb. demonstrat. 
e\'ang. I. 3, p. 134, p. 171. ep. ad Mar. 
cellam uxorem, c. 18, p. 172. c. 24, (ed. 
Maji, Mil. 1816), p.170. KaTa Xpuma
vwv Euseb. I. 6, c. 19, p. 699. Euseb. b. 
eeei. I. 6, c. 19, p. 17.1. 

Pscudosibvllinre, p. 96. 

Senecn, ep. 41 ad Lucil. p. 1~. . 

Septimius Severus in Digestls, I. 12, !Lt. 12, 


§ 14, p. 120. 
Sextus, Gnomre, 12, p. 697. l.336, p. 354, 
D'~ i\1~T in Eisenmenger, Pal·t'I. e. 8, pag. 
Stoba'lIS, Eclog-re, I. 2, c. 1. II, (ed. Heeren, 

P. II. p. 10,) p. 10. 
Strabo, I. I, c. 2, p. 7. I. 16, c. 2, p. 9. 
Suetonius, vita Claud ii, e. 24, p. 604. 
Tacitus, Annal. I. 2, e. 85, p. 89. I. Il, c. 

15; I. 13, c. 32, p. 89. I. 14, c.42, p. 88, 
2G8. I. 15, c. 42, p. 96. c. 44, p. 94, 
95. Hist. I. 2, c. 8, p. ~6. ,_ 

Themistius, or. 15. n~ 1J (3aeJtIuK(,)TaT1/ 7(,)11 
aptTfJV, p. 116. 

Varro, pag. 15, p. 86. 
Virgilius, IV. p. 177. 
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