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TRANSLATOR,'S PREFACE. 


THE translator deems it proper to state, that his labors 
on NEANDER began, and 'were prosecuted to the comple
tion of several successive volumes or parts of the present 
work, many years ago, - though not before a partial 
translation of the same work had already appeared in 
England. 

He has certainly no reason to regret, but rather llltlch 
reason to congratulate himself, that his first translation 
did not find its way to the press. In 1843, Dr. NEANDER 

sent forth a second edition of the first volume of his 
work, embracing the history of the church in the first 
three centu~ies. In this new edition, the alterations are 
numerous and important. The great features of the 
original work, its method and spirit, are, indeed, faithfully 
preserved; but, in other respects, there are very decided 
improvenlents. 

These important changes, occurring not here- and there, 
but through entire pages and paragraphs, have made it 
necessary to translate nearly the whole of the first volume 
anew. The translator has subnutted to this labor with 
the more cheerfulness, as it enables him to present the 
work to the English reader in the form in which Dr. 
NEANDER has been pleased to express his wisJ-t that it 
should appear. 

It has been, throughout, the translator's aim and effort 
to render a faithful version of the original. He has 
never felt himself at liberty, on any account ,vhatever, 
to add any thing to the text, or to omit any tlling from it. 



iv TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. ADVERTISEMENT. 

He has never resorted to notes for the purpose of explain
ing any thing which could be made sufficiently plain in 
the place where it stood.' On the extreme difficulty of 
giving an exact transcript in English of an author's lan
guage, so exceedingly idiomatic, so thoroughly German 
in all his habits of thought and modes of expression as 
the author of this History, he need not enlarge. If 
allowance be made for the slight but necessary modifica
tions which for this reason have sometimes been resorted 
to, the translator believes it will be found, that as he has 
clearly conceived his author's meaning, so he has faith
fully expressed it in some form of English that can be 
understood. 

In conclusion, he would take this occasion to express 
his grateful acknowledgments to all those friends who 
have encouraged and assisted him in the execution of 

.his task; and in a very particular manner to the Rev. 
JOSEPH TRACY, whose consent to overlook the proof
sheets before they came under the translator's final re
vision, was an act of real kindness, which will not· by 
him be very easily forgotten. 

ADVERTISE:UENT. 

THE publishers have concluded ta issue this first vol
ume, '\vithout \vaiting for the second, now in the press. 
Meantime, the translator has,. been informed that a ne'\v 
edition of the second volume has appeared just in Ger
many. It is his intention to procure this new edition ,as 
early as possible, and to incorporate all the important 
additions and ilnprovements it may contain with the 
second volume of the translation before it goes forth to 
the public. 



DEDICATION OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


TO F. VON SCHELLING, THE PHILOSOPHER. 

As the first volume of my Church History is about to make its appearance in a 
better shape, I feel constrained to take this opportunity of presenting you a testi
mony of my sincere respect and love, and my hearty thanks for all the instruction 
and excitement to thought derived from what you have said, both publicly and in 
the intercourse of private life, and for all you have done, during your residence 
here, in the service of our common holy cause. 'Vhen I dedicate a work of this 
character to a philosopher like you, I know that it is nothing foreiO"n from your 
philosophy; for that takes history for its point of departure, and wo~d teach us to 
understand it according to its inward essence. In striving to apprehend the history 
of the church, not as a mere juxtaposition of outward filct", but as a development 
proceeding from within, and presenting an image and reflex of internal history, I 
trust that I am servin~ a spirit which may claim some relationship to your philoso
phy, however feeble tile powers with which it may be done. In what you publicly 
expressed respecting the stadia in the development of the Christian church, how 
much there was which struck in harmony with my own views! I might feel some 
hesitation in laying before a man of your classical attainments, such a master of 
form as well as of matter, a work of whose defects, when compared with the idea 
at its foundation, no one can be more conscious than its author. But I know, too, 
that fellowship of spirit and feeling will be accounted of more worth by you, than 
nl1 else besides. 

Trusting, then, that you will accept this offering in the same spirit with which 
it is presented, I conclude with the sincerest wishes that tt graeious God may long 
preserve you in health, and the full enjoyment of your powers; that he would 
make you wholly our own, and long keep you in the midst of us, to awaken the 
lp(.)~ 7rTepOrpVT(.)P in the minds of our beloved Gennan youth; to exert your power
ful influence against all debasement and crippling of the intellect; to lead back 
those who are astray, from the unnatural and the distorted to a healthful simplicity; 
to exhibit a pattern of right method and of true freedom in science; to testify 
of that which constitutes the goal and central point of all history; and - so far as 
it comes within the province of science - to prepare the way for that new, Chris
tian age of the world, whose dawn already greets us from afar; that, for such ends 
as these, He would prolong the evening of your life, and make it even more glori
ous than was its morning, 

These are the sincere and fervent wishes of him who calls himself, with his 
whole heart, y 

ours, A. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, JULY 11, 1842. 



PREFACE TO THE FmST EDITION. 

To exhibit the history of the Church of Christ, as a living witness of the divine 
power of Christianity; as a school of Christian experience; a voice, sounding 
through the ages, of instruction, of doctrine, and of reproof, for ~ll who are dis
posed to listen; this, from the earliest period, has been the leading aim of my life 
and studios. At the same time, I was always impressed with the magnitude of tho 
undertaking, and with the great difficulties which must attend it, if so conducted 
as to anSWer the demands of sCience and of the great practical want which I have 
mentioned i for both of these are, in the present case, closely connected. Nothing. 
but what can stand as truth before the scrutiny of genuine, unprejudiced science, 
- of a science which does not see through the glass of a particular philosophical 
or dogmatic school, - can be profitable for instruction, doctrine, and reproof; and 
wherever a science relating to the things of God and their revelation and evolu
tion among mankind has not become, by mismanagement of human perversity, an 
insignificant caricature, or a lifeless skeleton, it must necessarily bear these fruits. 
Science and life are here designed to inter~penetrate each other, if life is not to 
be exposed to the manifold contradictions of error, and science to death and inanity. 

Although I certainly felt the inward call to such an undertakirig, yet the sense 
of its weight and its responsibleness - especially at the present time, which so 
much needs the historiam vitce magi.~tram, U:'! a sure compass in the storm and tumult 
of events - has continually deterred me from attempting to realize the favorite 
idea which so long floated before my mind. After several preliminary essays, 
on works connected with church history, I was led by various motives, personal 
and outward, to engage in a task which, if too long delayed, might never be 
accomplished. 

The immediate outward occasion was, that my respected publisher invited me tQ 
prepare for the press a new edition of my work on the Emperor Julian; and, at 
the same time, a more full and ample treatment of the subject, which in that work 
had been only a fragment. But, in setting about this task, I found that the book, 
according to the views which I then entertained, would have to take an entirely 
new shape, and, if it came to any thing, to be wrought into a far more comprehen
sive whole. Thus was suggested to me the thought of publishing, in the first place, 
the history of the church in the three first centuries, as the starting point of a gen
eral Church History; and the encouragement received from my publisher con
firmed me in the plan. 

I here enter, then, upon the execution of this work, and present to the public 
the first great division of the history of the church during the three first centuries. 
The second division, if it please God, shall follow by the next Easter fair. The 
history of the Apostolic church as a whole, is, to my own mind, of so much impor
tance, that I could not prevail on myself to incorporate it immediately with the 
present history. Hence, in this work, I have simply presupposed it; and I reserve 
for a future opportunity the l?ublication of it, as a separate work by itself. 

May He who is the fountam of aU goodness and truth, attend the commence
ment of thi$ work with His blessing, and grant me both the ability and the right 
disposition to prosecute it to the end. 

To conclude, I offer my hearty thanks to all the friends who have attended this 
work, in its transition through the press, with their kind assistance; and especially 
to my excellent friend, one of our promising young theologians, (soon afterwards 
removed to a better world,) the theological student, SI~GEn. To his assiduity and 
care, accompanied with no small labor in correcting the proofs, the appearance of 
this volume is greatly indebted. The indexes referring to the matter of the work, 
which, it is hoped, will contribute much to the reader's convenience, are also due 
to the industry of this valued and beloved friend. 

A. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, OCTOBER.IS, 1825. 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

FIRST of all, I would thankfully acknowledge the Divine goodness which has 
enabled me - beyond any expectations I could have formed when, seventeen 
years ago, I commenced the publication of my Church History-to prosecute the 
work so far, and also to recast the first volume of it in a better shape. The first 
edition having been disposed of within a year, a re'impression of the text and 
doubling the number of copies made it possible to defer the preparation of a new 
edition for so long a period. For this I am indebted to the prudent arrangement 
of my respected publisher; for had I undertaken to prepare a new edition at any 
earlier period, it would hardly have been in my power to CatTY forward the work 
so far as I have. Besides, owing to the long interval which has elapsed, I had be
come almost a stranger to this portion of it, in its original form; and hence the 
defects which demanded correction, could not fail to appear to me the more 
glaring. Many.of the corrections have been suggested by the remarks of friends 
and of enemies; and I trust I shall ever be glad to listen also to the latter, when 
the truth speaks through them. 

I must still hold fi1.8t to the same fundamental position in tllCology, and in the 
contemplation of history, which I held at the out."et of my undertaking. I must 
strenuously defend it, over against, and in opposition to, the same main tendencies 
which I then had to combat. On many points, history, in the mean time, has 
already decided. Nothing will remain hid,len: principles must unfold themselves, 
and bring out to the light the results which lie within them. 'Vhen this has been 
done, all the shifts are in vain, by which men would 8eek to reverse the decisjon 
of history, and repeat over again the old trick of deception. 

'Vhen, at the commencement of my labors, seventeen years ago, I dedicated my 
work to the friend who was about to leave me, 'VILIIELM BOIDIER,-~ young man 
whom I looked upon as the representative of a ~hole clasg inspired wlth the same 
disposition j who has since, as a man, maint.'lined his sumding among the learned 
theoloO'ians and teachers of the church, and with whom I have ever remained 
bounl by the same fellowship of spirit, - I affixed to it the motto of our common 
theology, and of this exhibitIOn of history: "Pectus est, quod theologum facit." 
We need not be ashamed of this maxim j shame rather to tllOse who were bold 
enough to ridicule it. They have pronounced sentence on themselves. It was the 
watchword of those men who called forth theology from the dead forms of scholas
ticism to the living spirit of God's word. So let this be our motto still, in despite 
of all st.'lrvelinO' or over-crammed Philisters, - of aU the foolish men who wrap 
themselves in the conceit of their own superior science, or who allow themselves 
to be dazzled by such vain pretensions. 

The first di'\;sion of this work, in its present altered shape, will occupy two 
volumes. The second volume, with the Divine pennission, will soon follow the 
present;· and I hope, also, the continuation of the whole work will no longer 
be delayed. 

A. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, JULY 11, 1842. 

• The two volumes are embraced in the first volume of the present traIlala.Uon. 



DEDICATION OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


TO MY BELOVED AND MUCH-HONORED FRIEND, 


DR. HEUBNER, 

SUPERINTENDENT-GENERAL AT WITTENBERG, 


THE THEOLOGUS NON GLORIA;: SED CRUCIS. 

WHEN, laSt year, the noble festival was held in commemoration of the twenty
fifth anniversary of your Theological Seminary, from which, during that space 
of time, so rich a blc8sing has flowed to the churches of this country, gladly 
would I have borne some part or other in honor of this occasion so interesting to 
my heart. It was not my happiness to enjoy that privilege. I now come after 
the feast, with a small offering, which assures you of my sincere love and respect. 
There is also a jubilee-festival in commemoration of our ancient friendship: It is 
now more than five and twenty years since it was my happiness to make your ac
quaintance, in the society of.that man of God, who but a short time ago was called 
home from the midst of us, BARON VON KOTTWITZ, Aman whose memory thou
sands bless, - and from that time I have looked towards you as to a point of light 
amid the darkness of this worldly aere. You will receive this tribute of my sincere 
esteem with indulgent good-will. if you find a good deal here, as in other writings 
of mine, which does not accord with your own views of doctrine, this, I am con
fident, cannot disturb your kind feeliners. You understand how to make subordinate 
differences recede and give place t; the hierher fcllowship grounded on that one 
foundation, which is Christ. You are a disciPle of the true spirit of love and free
dom, which, so far from insisting that everything shall be cast in the same mould, 
maketh free. . 

God ~rant that you may be spared yet many years, as a blessing to his church, 
which, III these times of encroaching darkness, needs such witnesses above all 
things else. 'Vith all my heart, .yours, 

BERLIN, JUNE 28, 1843. A. NEANDER. 

PREFACE TO THE SECOND VOLmfE. 
THE fonowing is that part of the first book of my Church History, which con

tains the history of doctnnes. The active investigations which have been going 
on, during the few years past, in this department, gave occasion, here especially, 
for the correction or more ample proof of many things which I had advanced; 
and I am rejoiced that the opportunity has been given me for making these im
·provemcnts. A tendency wInch aims at science and spirit by referring everything 
to the head, could, most assuredly, never find in me any thing but an unfashion
able opponent. 

In conclusion, I present my hearty thanks to my frienil, HERMANN ROSSEL, for 
the patient and skilful care which he has bestowed on the correction of this volume, 
and in preparing the running-titles, and the indexes at the end. 

The two prefaces to the second and third volumes of the first edition, I leave 
out for want of room. The third volume was dedicated to the beloved man with 
whom, a.~ a colleague, I ha.ve s~nce had the pleasure of being permanently connect
ed, and was meant as a salutatIOn of hearty love on the OCcasIOn of his then recent 
arrival on a visit to this city, in July 19th, 1827. 

The guide to Church History, which I promised some time aCTO, will now beyond 
all doubt be prepared by a very dear young friend of mine, Hr~ LIC. JACOBI, who 
has already made himself favorably known by his essay on Pelacius, and from 
whom the best which could be done may be expected. e 

A. NEANDER. 
BERLIN, JUNE 23, 1843. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CONDITION OF THE WORLD, R01IAN, GREEK AND .lEWISII, AT THE TnIE OF THE FIRST 
APPEARANCE .AND TIlE CO~mENCIDlENT OF TIlE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY. 

IT shall be our purpose to trace, from the small mustard-grain, 
through the course of the past centuries, lying open for our inspection, 
the growth of that mighty tree, which is destined to overshadow the 
earth, and under the branches of which all its people are to find a. 
safe habitation. The history will show how a little leaven, cast into 
the mass of humanity, has been gradually penetrating it. Looking back 
on the period of eighteen centuries, we would survey a process of ~e
velopment in which we ourselves are included; a process moving 
steadily onward, though not in a direct line, but through various wind
ings, yet in the end furthered by whatever has attempted to arrest its 
course; a process having its issue in eternity, but constantly following 
the same laws, so that in the past, as it unfolds itself to. our view, we 
may sec the germ of the future, which is coming to meet us. But 
,although the contemplation of history enables us to perceive the powers 
as they are prepared in their secret laboratories, and as they are ex
hibited in actual operation, yet in order to a right understanding of 
all this, it is pre-supposed that we have formed some just conception of 
that in its inward essence, which we would study in its manifestation 
aml prDcess of deyelDpment. Our knowledge here falls into. a neces
sary circle. To understand history, it is suppDsed that we have some 
understanding of that which constitutes its working principle; but it 
is also. hist-ory which furnishes us the proper test, by which to ascer
tain whether its principle has been rightly apprehended. Certainly, 
then, our u?derstanding of the hist-ory Df Christianity will depend on 
the conceptIDn we have formed to ourselves of Christianity itself. 

Now ~hristianity we regard not as a pDwer that has sprung up Dut 
of the hIdden depths of man's nature, but as one which descended 
frDm abDve, because heaven opened itself fDr the rescue Df revolted 
humanity; a power which, as it is exalted abDve all that human nature 
can create Dut of its own resources, must impart to that nature a new 
life, and change it from its inmost centre. The great source of this 
'pDwer is the persDn whose life its appearance exhibits to us - Jesus Df 
Nazareth - the Redeemer Df mankind when alienated from God by 
sin. In the submission of faith to him, and the appropriation of the 
truth which he revealed, consists the essence of Christianity, and of 
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2 RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY 

that fellowship of the divine life resulting from it, which we designate 
under the name of the church. Out of this springs the common con
sciousness, which unites all its members in one, however separated 
from one another by space or time. The continuance of aU those 
agencies, whereby Christianity has given a new turn to the life of our 
race, depends on our holding fast to this, its peculiar essence, to the 
same that has been the spring of these agencies from the beginning. 
To the Kingdom of God, which derived its origin from. these influences 
in humanity, and which must ever continue to spring up afresh from the 
same, may be applied the remark of an ancient historian respecting 
the kingdoms of the world, that they will be preserved by the same 
means to which they were indebted for their foundation. 1 

But although Christianity can be understood only as something 
which is above nature and reason, something communicated to them 
from a higher source, yet it stands in necessary connection with the 
essence of these powers and with their mode of development, - other
wise, indeed, it could not be fitted to elevate them to any higher stage; 
otherwise, it would not operate on them at all. And such a connec
tion, considered by itself, we must presume to exist in the works of God, 
in the mutual and harmonious agreement of which is manifested the 
divine order of the universe. The connection of which we now speak 
consists in this; that what has by their Creator been implanted in the 
essence of human nature and reason, what has its ground in their idea 
and their destination, can attain to its full realization only by means of 
that higher principle, as we see it actually realized in Him who is its 
Source, and in whom is expressed the original type and model, after 
which humanity has to strive. And accordingly, we see the evidence 
of this connection, whenever we observe how human nature and reason 
do, by virtue of this, their original capacity, actually strive, in their his
torical development, towards this higher principle, which needs to be 
communicated to them in order to their oym completion; and how, by 
the same capacity they are made receptive of this principle and conduct
ed onward till they yield to it, and become moulded by its influence. 
It is simply because such a connection exists, because in all cases 
where, through the historic preparation, the soil has been rendered suit
able for its reception, Christianity enters readily into all that is human, 
striving to assimilate it to its own nature, and to inter-penetrate it with 
its own power, that on a superficial view, it appears af? if Christianity 
itself were only a product resulting from the combination of the 
different spiritual elements it had drawn together; and the opinion 
has found advocates, that it could titus be explained. So may it also 
become blended for a while with the impure elements, attracted by its 
influence, and in its manifestation assume a shape which wholly 
resembles them ; - till at length, by its own intrinsic power, it begins 
a process of purification, from which it issues forth refined and ennobled, 
even in its outward form. But this circumstance, again, might seem 
t{) furnish some hold for the opinion, as if all those impure elements, 

1 Imperium facile his artibus retinetur, quibus initio partum cst. 



3 TO JUDAISM AND PAGANISM. 

which only attached themselves to Christianity in its outward mani
festation, sprang from its essence; while on the contrary, the real 
operation of its essence, as the process of development went on, was 
to separate and reject them. In the contemplation of history, as of 
nature, it is always in truth a very difficult thing to avoid confounding 
accidontal symptoms with more deep-seated agencies, - to distinguish 
clearly the true cause from what merely works on the surface'! 

If this holds good, so far as it concerns the relation of Christianity 
to the development of human nature generally, it will be found to 
apply with peculiar force to that great period, which was chosen for 
the appearance of the Saviour of the world; and for the diffusion 
among mankind, from him, as the source, of those powers from above, 
which formed the commencement of that new creation, whose progres
sive work became thenceforth the final problem and the goal of history. 
It is, therefore, only from its historical connection with the previous 
development of that portion of mankind, among whom Christianity 
first appeared, that its effects can be rightly understood; and such a 
connected view of the subject is necessary, in order to clear the way 
of false explanations. 

This connection is hinted at by the Apostle Paul, where he says 
that Christ appeared 'When the flllnes8 of the time was come. For 
herein, certainly, it is implied, that the precise time when he appeared 
had some particular relation to his appearance; - that the preparatory 
steps, through the previous development in the history of the nations, 
had been directed precisely to this point, and were destined to proceed 
just so far, in order to admit of this appearance - the goal and central 
point of all. It is true, this appearance stands in an altogether peculiar 
relation to the religion of the Hebrews, which was designed to prepare 
the way for it in an altogether peculiar sense. It is connected 'with 
this religion by the common element of a divine revelation, - the 
super-natural and supra-rational element; by the common interest of 
Theism and the Theocracy; as aU revealed religion, the entire devel
opment of Theism and the Theocracy, points from the beginning 
towards one end; which being reached, every thing must be re
cognized as belonging to one organic whole, - a whole wherein all 
the principal momenta served to announce beforehand, and to prepare 
the way for, the end towards which they were tending as their last 
fulfilment and consummation. It is in this reference, Christ says of 
his relation to this religion, what he could not say after the same 
manner, of his relation to any other; - that he was not come to 
destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil; although it remains 
none the less true, that Christ stands in the relation of one, who came 
not to destroy but to fulfil, to all the truth at bottom in all religions, to 
the purely human element wherever it may be found. But still we 
must ~ot. c~nfine. ourselv~s here to the connection of the appearance 
of ChnstIamty WIth J udUlsm alone. Judaism itself, as the revealed 
religion of Theism, can be understood in its true significance, only as 

. 1 We might apply here what the great kindred subject: 'ApX~ Tt OLa¢EPet Kat 7l'OUOV 
historian Polybius says on another, though OdUTTIKtv alria~ Ka, 7l'po9aUtCJ~. III. VI., 6. 
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contrasted with the Nature-religion of Paganism. Whilst on the one 
hand, the seed of divine truth out of which Christianity sprang, was 
communicated to reason by divine revelation; so on the other hand, 
reason unfolding itself from beneath, must seek, especially among 
that great historical people, the Greeks, how far it could singly, and by 
its own power, advance in the knowledge of divine things. To this, the 
Apostle Paul alludes, when he says, "God hath determined for all 
nations the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation, 
- how long they should continue, and how far they should extend their 
sway, - that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him and find him." And so, too, when he says of the times immediately 
preceding the revelation of the gospel, that the world, by its own wis
dom, sought to know God in his wisdom, but could not know him. As it 
had been intrusted to the Hebrews to preserve and transmit the heaven
derived element of the Theistic religion, so it was ordained that 
among the Greeks, all seeds of human culture should unfold themselves 
in beautiful harmony, to a complete and perfect whole; and then 
Christianity, taking up the opposition between the divine and the 
human, was to unite both in one, and show how it was necessary that 
both should co-operate to prepare for the appearance of itself and for 
the unfolding of what it contains. Origen had no hesitation in admit
ting, what Celsus the great antagonist of Christianity maintained, when 
he ascribed to the Greeks a peculiar adaptation of talents and fitness 
of position, which qualified them for applying human culture to the 
development and elaboration of those elements of divine knowledge 
they had received from other quarters, namely from the East.! 

Besides, among Pagans, the transient flashes of a deeply-seated con
sciousness of God, - the sporadic revelations of Him in whom we live 
and move and have our being, and who has not left himself without wit
ness among any people,-are too clear to be mistaken; the testimonia 
animre naturaliter christianre, as it is expressed by an ancient father, 
which pointed to Christianity. And while it was necessary that the 
influence of Judaism should penetrate into the heathen world, in order to 
prepare the way and open a point of communication for Christianity, so 
was it needful also, that the stern and repulsive stiffness of Judaism 
should be softened and expanded by the elements of Hellenic culture, 
in order to become recipient for what was new in the presentations of 
the Gospel. The three great historical nations had to contribute, each 
in its own peculiar way, to prepare the soil for the planting' of Chris
tianity, - the Jews on the side of the religious element; the Greeks on 
the side of science and art; the Romans, as masters of the world, on 
the side of the political element. 'Vhen the fulness of the time was 
arrived, and Christ appeared, - when the goal of history had thus 
been reached, - then it was, that through him, and by the power of 
the spirit that proceeded from him, - the might of Christianity, - all 
the threads, hitherto separated, of human development, were to be 
brought together ahd interwoven in one web. 

1 ·On "p"ivat {3e{3atQeraufJat lca~ uerK7;crat cscing in this opinion, says it serves pre
'frpO~ apeTnV Til infO {3ap{3apc,JV evpeiHvT~ eiscly for the vindication of Christianity. 
aJleivovi~ elC1LV "EitA1/Ver. Origen, acqUl- c. Cels. I. 2. 
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Now, how it was, that the different courses of development under 
revealed, and in natural religion, - under Judaism on the one hand, 
and Greek or Roman institutions on the other, - co-operated to prepare 
the way for Christianity, it is our present purpose In?r.e particularly t? 
consider; and we will first cast a glance at the relIgIOUS state of the 
pagan world among the Greeks and Romans. 

State of the Pagan lVorld among the Greeks and Romans. 

If, in the ancient world, a dark fatality seemed to reveal itself in the 
rise and fall of nations, an irresistible cycle to which all human great
ness was forced to submit, in this impression we may recognize the 
consciousness of a necessary law of development at that stage of the 
world. All national greatness depends on the tone of public feeling 
and manners; and this again on the power of religion in the life of the 
people. But the popular religions of anti(luity answered only for a 
certain stage of culture. 'Yhen the nations, in the course of. their 
progress, had passed beyond this, the necessary consequence was a. 
dissevering of the spirit from the religious traditions. In the c~e of 
the more quiet and equable development of the Oriental mind, - so 
tenacious of the old, - the opposition between the mythic religion of 
the people, and the secret, theosopltic doctrines of a priestly cast, who 
gave direction to the popular conscience, might exist for centuries 
without change. But among the more excitable nations of the 'Yest, 
intellectual culture, as soon as it attained to a certain degree of 
independence, must necessarily fall into collision with the mythic 
religion, handed down from the infancy of the people. The more 
widely diffused cultivation became, the more extensive grew this schism. 
Religion was deprived of its power, and the defection from this led 
at the same time to the depravation of morals. Thus the culture 
which had no relif,rious and moral ground of support, capable of with
standing every shock, and indestructible under all changes, - as soon 
as it was rent from its connection with the inner life that alone gives 
the vigor of health to all human concenlS, - could only degenerate into 
false civilization and corruption. There was as yet no salt, to preserve 
the life of humanity from decomposing, or to restore it back again 
when passing to decomposition. 

As it was the Grecian mind, - freed in its development from the 
influence of tradition, - to which philosophy and every independent 
science under its form, owe their existence; 80 too it was arnon rr the 
Greeks, that the mighty schism first presented itself, betweenO the 
human mind striving after its freedom, and the popular religion. As 
early as th~ fifth. and fourth conturies before Christ, the arbitrary and 
heartless . ~mlechc of the Sophists was directed against the might of 
holy tradltIon and morals. Plato already represents Socrates discours
ing against this rage for enlightenment, which he characterises as 30 

"boorish wisdom," 1 that put itself to the thankless task of tracing back 

• . 1 'AYPOllCl:' Tlv2 aoq,lC;Z Xpw/ltl'Or, i9 what natural and trivial. Phredrus, p. 285, Plat. 

he says of one of those cnlightcners who cd. Bipont, Vol. X. 

were for explaining every thing into the 


1· 
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all mythical tales t{) some natural fact, neglecting meanwhile, what is 
most important and nearest to man, the knowledge of himself. And 
in the times immediately succeeding, appeared a certain Euemerus, 
from the school of Cyrene, who fancied that he had compassed the long. 
sought object, and resolved the whole doctrine concerning the gods, 
into a history of nature. 

Among the Romans, religion was more closely interwoven than in 
the other ancient states, with politics. One gave life to the other. 
Here, more than elsewhere, the whole civil and domestic life was based 
on religious cust{)ms, which, by their connection with modesty of man· 
ners, presented a striking contrast with the more resthetic than moral 
element of the Grecian mythology, - a system which did not shrink 
from even entering into union with immorality. 1 The great historian 
Polybius has given a picture of Roman life, as it was a century and a 
half before Christ, while it yet retained its ancient simplicity. Judging 
by those maxims of the understanding, which, as a statesman, he was 
in the habit of applying to the affairs of the world, he believed that 
the trait of character; for which the Roman people had been commonly 
reproached,-the excessive superstition inwrought with their public and 
private life, -was, in truth, the firmest pillar of the Roman state.2 Con· 
templating religion in this outward way, he saw in it only a means, 
employed by the 'wisdom of law-givers, for training and leading the 
multitude. It was his opinion, that were it even possible to form It 

state of wise men, such a procedure would, perhaps, be found un· 
hecessary. But as a counterpoise to the power, which unruly passions 
and desires exercised over the excitable multitude, there was need of 
such means, in order to hold them in check by the dread of the invisi· 
ble, and by terrifying fictions.3 From this power of religious faith, he 
accounted for the integrity and trustworthiness of the Roman magis. 
trates, with whom an oath was a pledge of fidelity, to be relied on with 
far more confidence than any number of other securities in the Grecian 
states. But while he praised the ancients, who, not without good rea,. 
sons, had introduced among the multitude these opinions concerning the 
gods and the things of the lower world, he felt constrained to censure 
those of his own contemporaries, who were most unreasonably and in· 
considerately seeking to destroy these convictions. 4 

It would necessarily be the case, at the point occupied by the an· 
cient world, that in proportion as scientific culture came to be more 
generally diffused among the people, this opposition noticed by Polybius 
between the subjective conviction of individuals and the public state· 
religion, would become more strongly marked. There were no means 
of creating a fellowship of religious interest on truthful grounds, 

1 A difference between the Roman and p(,)fLal.(,)v 1I"paYfLaTa, A.eye.> oe TqV ottcrtoat· 
Grecian religions, particularly noticed by fLovLav. L. VI. e. 56. 
Dionvsius of Halicarnassus, a Greek writer 3 AeL7rtTat, Toi!; uoqA.Ot!: tpof30lr; Ka~ T~ 
of the Augustan age. See the well-known TOlaVT1) TpaYl:1oUf Tel 7rA.~{}1J O'Vvixetv. 
and remarkable passage in Archreol. Ro 4 tU07rtp ol 7raA.atoL oOKoiiO'L fLot TUr; 1I"tp2 
man. 1. II. c. 18. \Yewv evvoiar; Kat TeLr; il7rep TWV tv ¢OOV Dla· 

2 Kat flat DOKt;: Ti) 1I"apil Toi!; aA.A.Ol!; A.~1fJelr; oillc elKij Kat cjr; lrvxtv elr; Tel 1I"A.~-&'f/ 
av-&pc'.J1rotr; OVtLot'ouevov, ToiiTo O'VveXtLV Til 1I"aptlO'ayaytiv' 1I"0A.V ae pilA.A.oV ol viiv tlt,~ 

/Ca£ ciA.oy(,)r; £K/3aA.A.ttv aVTa. 

http:pilA.A.oV
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between the cultivated class and the people. The wiser sort endeavor~ 
ed to sustain the popular religion; either because, like Polybius, they 
merely recognized in it a necessary means to political ends; or 
because, like philosophers of more depth, they regarded it as not 
barely the work of human caprice, but as belonging to a higher neces
sity; as resting on a basis of truth, which could be brought near the 
consciousness of the multitude only under this human form; as the 
fragments of a tradition, transmitting the knowledge of divine things 
possessed in the earliest times, wherein all that was true and that 
claimed to be acknowledged as such also by the wise, ought to be dis
tinguished from the imperfect form. 1 With Polybius agrees Strabo the 
geographer, who wrote in the age of Augustus Cresar. "The multi
tude of women, he observes, and the entire mass of the common people 
cannot be led to piety by the doctrines of philosophy; for this purpose 
superstition also is necessary, which must call in the aid of myths and 
tales of wonder." Having adduced some examples from the Grecian 
mythology, he adds, " such things the founders of states employed as 
bug-bears to awe childish people." These myths, as it seemed to him, 
were required not only for children, but no less for the ignorant and 
uneducated, who are no better than children; and so too for those 
whose education is imperfect, for in their case too, reason has not as yet 
acquired strength enough to throw off the habits they have brought 
\Yith them from the years of childhood.2 

In the latter times of the Roman republic, when the ancient simpli
city of manners was fast disappearing before the advance of culture, 
this opposition, which had for a long time existed among the Greeks, 
between the religion of thinking men and the state-religion, or the 
Fopular faith, began to prevail more generally in proportion to the 
mfiuence of the Grecian philosophy. rrhus the learned Roman 
antiquarian, Varro, who liv(~d about the time of our Saviour's birth, 
distinguished three kinds of theology; the poetic or mythical, the civil, 
and the natural; the last being the one which belongs to the whole 
world, and in which the wise are agreed. 1'he tlteologia civili8, in its 
relation to truth, seemed to him to lie half way between mythology 
and philosophical rcligion.3 Seneca said in his tract" against super
stition," "the whole of that vulgar crowd of gods, which for aO'es 
past a Protean superstition has been accumulating, we shall worship 

0 
in 

1 So Ari~totle ; who says, "It has been 
handed down, in a mythical fonn, from the 
enr1ie~t times to posterity, that there are 
gods, and ~hat the divine· (the Deity) com
passes enllre nature. All besides this, has 
been added, after the mvthical stvle, for the 
purpo;;e of persuadin~ 'the multitude, and 
for the interest of the laws and the ath'an
ta~e of the st~te. Thus men have ~iven 
to the gods human fonns, and ha,e -even 
reprc~entcd them under the figure of other 
bcin~s, in the train of w~ich fictions fol
lowed mRnY more of the hke ~ort. But if 
we sepamte from nIl this the ori~inal prin
ciple, and consider it alone, namelv, that 
the first essences nre gods I we shah find, 

that this has been divinely said; and since 
it is probable that philosophy and the arts 
have been sel'eral times. - so far as that is 
possihle,-fouml and lost, such doctrines 
may have been preserved to our times, as the 
remains of ancient wisdom." Mctaphys. x. 8. 

2 In Strabo Geograph. 1. J. c. 2. 
3 IIis words arc: Prima theologia max

ime accommodata est ad theatrum, secun
da ad mundum, tertia ad urbcm. Ea, qure 
scribunt poche, minus esse, quam ut popu
li scqui debeant, qUID autem philosophi, 
pillS quam ut ea vulgum scrutan expcdiat.
En qUID facHius intra parietes in schola, 
quam extra in foro ferre possunt nures. 
Augustin. de civitate Dei. 1. VI. c. 5, et seq. 
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this sense, viz. that we ever remember the worship we pay them is due 
rather to good manners, than to their own worth. All such rites the 
sage will observe, because they are commanded by the laws, not because 
they are pleasing to the gods." So Cotta, whom Cicero introduces as 
the Academician, in the "third book of his work, " De natura Deorum," 
knows how to distinguish, in his mvn person, the two different positions 
of the pontifex and the philosopher. But not every Qne had the wis
dom, which could hold these two positions distinctly apart, and keep 
them from destroying, where they had nothing better to substitute in 
place of what they destroyed. The inner disunion was at length 
no longer to be concealed even from those who were no philosopher8. 
When with the increase of luxury, a superficial cultivation came to be 
more widely spread among the Romans, and the ancient simplicity of 
manners gradually disappeared; when the old civic virtue, and the old 
constitution and freedom sank away, and were succeeded by every species 
of moral depravation, and by servitude; then was the tie also broken, 
whereby the old religion of the state had been thus far preserved in 
the life of the people. Those among the philosophical systems of the 
Greeks, which most completely harmonized with a worldly, thoughtless 
spirit, destitute of all susceptibility for the godlike; those which made 
pleasure man's highest end, or which led to doubt of all objective 
truth, - Epicureanism, as represented, for example, by a Lucretius, aI;ld 
scepticism, - found currency on all sides; and although the systems 
themselves were seldom studied, yet the great mass of half-educated 
men, became familiar with their results. Individuals appeared, who, 
like Lucian, pointed the shafts of their wit against the existing religions, 
and the superstitions of the people. In the religious systems of the 
several nations that had been brought in contact with one another by the 
Roman empire, as well as in the doctrines of the philosophical schools, 
men saw nothing but the strife of opinions, without any criterion of 
truth. Pilate's question, "what is truth?" conveying a sneer at all 
enthusiasm about such a matter, represented the prevailing tone of 
mind of many a noble Roman. 

They, who without any deep sense of religious need, were yet un
able to make up their minds to a total denial of religion, endeavored to 
content themselves with that dead abstraction, which is usually left 
behind, as something to retire to from the living forms of religion, 
when these are on the point of expiring, - a certain species of 
Deism, - a way of thinking that does not indeed absolutely deny the 
existence of a Deity, but yet places him at the utmost possible dis
tance, in the back-ground of his works. An idle deity is all that is 
wanted; not one everywhere active - whose agency pervades the 
whole life of things. He who to satisfy his religious wants requires 
anything beyond this meagre abstraction, he who would know anything 
more respecting man's relation to a higher world appears already, to 
men of this way of thinking, a fanatic or a fool. The inquiries that 
suggest themselves under the feeling of a more profound religious 
need, are to such minds unintelligible; for they are strangers to the 
feeling itself. In the notions entertained by the many, concerning the 
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anger of the gods, and the punishments of the lower world, they seo 
nothinO' but superstition, without recognizing in them a. fundamental 
truth, ~a.mely, the undeniable need, which leads men into various de
lusions, only when misunderstood. But, by minds of this stamp, the 
whule is ridiculed alike, as mere dreams and fancies of limited man, 
who transfers all his own passions over to his gods. As a representa.
tive of this class, we may take that satirical castigator of manners in 
the age of the Antonines, Lucian, who characterizes himself as the 
hater of lies, cheats and charlatanry. 1 And Justin :Martyr ob3erves 
of the philosophers in his time, " that the greater part of them bestow 
no thought on the questions, whether there is one God, or whether 
there are many gods, whether there is a providence, or no providence; 
as if knowledge of these matters were of no importance to our wcll
being. "They rather seek," says he, " to convince us also, that the 
divinity extends his care to the great whole, and to the several kinds, 
but not to me and to you, not to men as individuals. lIenee it is 
useless to pray to him; for everything occurs according to the un
changeable laws of an endless cycle."2 

From the wreck of religion, many sought to rescue the faith in one 
divine primal essence, which they found it difficult, however, to dis
tinguish from the world; and the simple spiritual worship of this, 
appeared to them the original truth, lying at the foundation of the 
whole fabric of superstition in the popular religions. It was Varro's 
opinion, that the only thing true in religion was the idea of a rational 
soul of the world, by which all things are moved and governed. 3 He 
traces the origin of superstition and unbelief to the introduction of 
idols, which he contends were unknown to the earliest religion of the 
Romans. 4 "If imagcs had not been introduced," says he, "the gods 
would have been worshipped in a more chaste and simple manner;" 5 

and he appeals, furthermore, to the example of the Jews. So Strabo 
informs us what he himself considered to be the original truth in reli
gion, where he describes ~Ioses as a religious reformer, who established 
the simple spiritual worship of a Supreme Being, in opposition to the idol 
and image worship of all other nations; "and this one Supreme 
Essence," .says he, " is what embraces us all, watcr and land, - what 
we call the hcavens, the world, the nature of thinO's. Thi3 Hirrhest 
Being should be worshipped without any visible °image, in s~cred 
groves. In such r?treat~, the devout should lay themselves down to 
sleep, and expect SIgnS from God in dreams." But this simple nature
worship, Strabo supposcs, became afterwards, as well amon<r the Jews 
as everywhere el~c, corruJ!tcd by superstition and thirst fur power. 6 

'Ve should mention here, also, that eclectic philosopher of the Cynic 

1 ~ltO'aAa~<JV d,lL leal fltO'oyoT/t; lCa~ fltO'o 8 Anima motu nc ratione ~undum guh
"'l'f}O~t; Kal luO'orv9Of Kat fltO'w r.-Uv TO TOLOV ernans. 
TOO£t; door TWV fllfl(X".JV uV~f>cJr.-CJv· r.-avv oe t Qni primi simulacra deomm populis 
1TOI.I.OL ctO'u'. 'Vhich, to be sure, he could posucmnt, cos civitatihlls suis ct mctum 
8"Y, with perfect justice, of his own time. demsisse ct errorcm nddidissc. 
See the dialo~ue entitled al.tet't;. 6 Castius Dii observarcntur j .sec Augus

:& Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. nt the beginning r. tin. de civ. Dei, 1. V. c. 31. 

218, Ed. Colon. 1686. G Strabo 1. XVI. c. 2. 
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tribe, Demonax of the isle of Cyprus, who, at the beginning of the 
second century, resided in Athens, where he lived near to the age of 
a hundred years, universally respected for his simple life, full of kind
ness and charity to all. He was the representative of a sober, 
practical bent of mind, striving after nothing beyond the purely human, 
which, while it discarded whatever savored of superstition and fanati
cism, checked all inquiry also about super-terrestrial things. He made 
no offerings, because the gods needed none. He had no desire t<> be 
initiated into the mysteries, for he thought, "if they were bad, they 
ought to be divulged, to keep men away from them, and if they were 
good, they should be communicated to all, from love to mankind." 
'Vhen a show of gladiators was about to be exhibited in Athens, he 
presented himself before the assembled people, and told them they 
should pass no such decree, until they had first removed away the altar 
of pity (l3J.fO~). That equanimity which renders man independent of 
outward things and truly free, which makes him fear nothing and hope 
for nothing, he considered the loftiest attainment. When asked 
whether he thought the soul to be immortal, his answer was, "Yes, 
but in the sense in which all things are immortal." 1 

The elder Pliny, while absorbed in the contemplation of nature, is 
lost in admiration of an immeasurable creative spirit, beyond all 
human comprehension, manifesting himself in his works. But his 
admiration of this exalted spirit of the universe, serves only to awaken, 
in tenfold strength, the depressing sense of the narrowness and vanity 
of man's existence. He saw nothing to fill up the chasm betwixt 
feeble man and that unknown, all-transcending spirit. Polytheism ap
peared to him an invention of human weakness. Since men were 
incapable of grasping and retaining the whole conception of perfect 
being, they separated it into many parts. They formed for themselves 
divet's ideals as objects of worship; each making himself a god, suited 
to his own peculiar wants. "All religion is the offspring of necessity, 
weakness and fear. Wltat God is, - if in truth he be anything 
distinct from the world, - it is beyond the compass of man's under
standing to know. But it is a foolish delusion, which has sprung from 
human weakness and human pride, to imagine that such an infinite 
spirit would concern himself with the petty affairs of men.2 It is diffi
cult t<> say, whether it might not be better for men to be whol1y without 
religion, than to have one of this kind, which is a reproach to its object. 

1 See the account of his life, by Lucian. do not think." The play on the words is 
This remarkahle bent of Demonax, so ex not translatable into English. 'Yf'et(; 1rE:p2 
clusin~ly practicnl, moral and rationnli.stic, f'EV Toii ICOUf'OV 1rol.v7rpaypove'iu, 1rE:pl oe 
so dcrided in its renunciation of all highcr T~r; tavTi:w uKOUfltar; ov </>POVTt(E:Tt. Stobaei 
knowledge, so ready to spurn, as fanaticism, Eclogre 1. II. c. J. II, ed. Heeren, P. n. p. 10. 
all speculative or religious interest about Two other sentences axe contained in the 
any other world besides or above the pres Anthology of Stobaeus on the yvi:J{}t eeav
ent, is illustrated by several other of his TOV and on V7rtpO'tpta, and in Orelli's Col· 
sentences, preserved in the collection of le~tio~ of t~e Gnomographi graeci. 
Johannes Stobaeus. Thus, when asked if PIm. hlst. nat.!. II. c. 4, et seq. j 1. VII. 
the world was animated, or of a spherical c.1. Irridendum vero, agere curam -rerum 
shape, he replied, "You busy yourselves humanurum illud, quidquid est summum. 
impertinently about the nature of the world, Anne tam tristi atque multiplici miuisterio 
but of the disorder in your own nature you non pollui credamus dubitemusve 1 
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The vanity of man, and h~s insatiable longing ~fter existence, haye 
, led him also to dream of a hfe after death. A bemg full of contradlC
,tions he is the most wretched of creatures; since the other creatures 
have' no wants transcending the bounds of their nature. l\1an is full 

; of desires and wants, that reach to infinity, and can never be satisfied. 
His nature is a lie, - uniting the greatest poverty with the greatest 
pride. Among these so great evils, the best thing God has bestowed 
,on man, is the power to take his own life." Sadness, mixed with a 

cold resibrnation, ie the prevailing tone that runs through Pliny's re

markable work. It was in the same temper, he proceeded to encounter 

the flames of Vesuvius, for the purpose of exploring their effects. 


! But as the history of this and of every age witnesses, there is a 
religious need clinging to man's nature, and not to be denied; a need 
of recognizing something above nature, and of fellowship with the 
same, -which only asserts itself with the more force, the longer it is re
pressed. The predominance of that worldly bent of mind, which will 
acknowledge nothing above nature, does but call forth, in the end, a 
stronger reaction of the longing after the supernatural; the domin
ion of an all-denying unbelief excites a more intense desire to be able 
to bclie\Te. And the experience itself, which follows in the train of un
belief, contributes to bring about this result. The times in which 
unbelief has prevailed, are, as history teaches, uniformly times of 
earthly calamity; for the moral depravation which accompanies unbe
lief, necessarily destroys, also, the foundation of all earthly prosperity. 
Thus the time of the diffusion of unbelief in the Roman state, was 
also the time which saw the destruction of civil liberty, and the time 
of public stlffering, under the rule of merciless despots. And the out
ward distress awakened a sense of the inward; men were led to regard 
their estrangement from the gods and from heaven, as a principal cause 
of the public decay and misery. :Many felt themselves constrained to 
compare these times of public misfortune with the flourishing period of 
the Roman republic, and believed this melancholy change ought to 
be ascribed particularly to the decline of the religio Romana, once so 
scrupulously observed. In the gods, now cast off or neglected, they saw 
the authors and protectors of the Roman empire. They observed the 
mutual strife of the philosophical systems, which, promisinfJ' truth did 
but; multiply uncertainty and doubt. All this excited ~ them) the 
lon.gi,ug after s?~e external authority, which might serve as a stay for 
rehglOus connchon; and they resorted back to the religion of their 
more fortunate ancestors, who, under the influence of that religion 
found themselves so happy in the freedom from all doubt. That old 
re1i~rion appeared to them, like the days of the past, in a transfigured 
light. , . Su~h w~ the tone of feeling whieh set in to oppose, first the 
prevallmg mfidehty, afterwards, Christianity. 

~hus the pag~n Ca!cilius, in the apologetic dialogue of 1\Iinucius 
FelIx, ~rst descrIbes the strife and uncertainty in the systems of hu
m~n phIlosophy; shows ~'hat small reliance can be placed on human 
thmgs generally; and pomts to the doubts in a providence, which sug
gest themselves when we observe the misfortunes of the virtuous, and 
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the prosperity of the wicked. He then goes on to say, "How much 
nobler and better is it, then, to receive just what our fathers have 
taught us, as a sufficient guide to tnlth? To worship the gods which we 
have been instructed by our fathers to reverence, even before we could 
have any true knowledge of them? To allow ourselves, in regard to 
the divinities, no license of private judgment, - but to believe our 
ancestors, who, in the infancy of mankind, near the· birth of the world, 
were even considered worthy of having the gods for their friends or 
for their kings ? " 

The need of some union with heaven, from which men felt they 
were estranged, the dissatisfaction with a cold, melancholy present, 
procured a more ready belief for those accounts, in the mythical 
legends, of a golden age, wherein gods and men lived in intimate fel
lowship together. Ardent spirits looked back to those times, with a 
sort of earnest craving, - a craving after the past, that pointed to the 
future. Thus Pausanias 1 endeavors to defend old mythical traditions 
against the infidelity of his contemporaries; accounting for the latter, 
partly from the fact, that the true had been rendered suspicious by 
being mixed in with the false, and in part from the fact, that men had 
grown accustomed to apply a standard, suiting the present times only, 
to that more glorious period of wonders. Of those former days he 
says, "The men who lived then, were, on account of their uprightness 
and piety, admitted as guests and even table companions of the gods; 
for their good actions, the gods openly bestowed honors on them, and 
for their bad, openly manifested displeasure. It was then, also, that 
men themselyes became gods, and continue to enjoy this honor." But 
of his own time, he says, "At the present day, when wickedness has 
reached its highest pitch, and extended itself through all the country 
and in every town, such an incident no longer occurs, as that of a man 
becoming a god, except merely in name, and through flattery to power 
(the apotheosis of the emperors;) and the anger of the gods awaits 
transgressors at a remote period, and after they are gone from this 
world." Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who, a few years before the 
birth of Christ, wrote on the old Roman history, relates the story of a 
vestal virgin, whose innocence, after she had been falsely accused, was 
miraculously brought to light. Upon this, he remarks, " The followers 
of atheistic philosophies, - if philosophies they may be called, which 
scoff at all appearances of the gods, that are said to have occurred 
among the Greeks or 13arbarians, - would make themselves quite merry 
with these accounts, attributing them to human exaggeration; as if no 
one of the gods ever concerned himself about a man, whoever he might 
be; but he who is not disposed to deny alto O'e ther the care ·of the gods 
for men, but believes they regard the good with complacency and the bad 
with displeasure, will look upon these appearances as not incredible." 2 

The artificial faith in an old religion that had outlived itself, must, 
on this very account, become fanatical, be united with passion, in place 
of natural conviction. Hence, the violence by which the continually 

1 In his Description of Greece. See Ar- 2 Antiq. Roman. n. 68. 

cadica, or 1. VIII. c. II. § 2. 




PLUTARCH ON INFIDELITY. 13 

waninO' course of Paganism was sought to be maintained against the 
onward advance of Christianity. Although the Romans, accustomed 
to hold firm to their old traditional forms, and national peculiarities, 
were singularly averse to foreign modes of worshi.p, yet this funda
mental trait in the old Roman character had, with many, already become 
obliterated. The ancient religion of Rome had lost its power over 
their minds, and they were inclined, therefore, to seek a prop for their 
religious faith in foreign modes of worship. Ceremonies that wore 
an air of enigma and mystery; strange-sounding magical formulas in 
some barbarous tongue; whereby, as Plutarch remarks, the national 
dignity of devoutness was put to the blush, l found readiest admittance. 
Men were looking, as usual, for some peculiar supernatural power in 
that which they did not understand, and which was incapable of being 
understood. 

Hence, the artificial faith was pressed more closely to assume the 
shape of superstition. Unbelief, against which an undeniable need of 
man's nature asserted its force, called forth superstition, - since 
these two distempered conditions of the spiritual life are but opposite 
symptoms of the same fundamental evil, and one of them, therefore, 
passes easily over to the other. It is the worldly tone of the inner life, 
which either suppresses religious feeling entirely, and then turns to 
unbelief; or, mixing itself up with that feeling, gives to it an interpre
tation of its own, and thus turns to superstition. The desperation of 
unbelief surrenders the troubled conscience a prey to superstition; and 
the irrationality of superstition makes religion suspected by the thought
ful mind. Such an opposition we find presenting itself, whenever we 
contemplatc this period, under various forms. A man who was not in 
the habit, like Lucian, of ridiculing the absurd extravagances of su
perstition, but who was made sad in contemplating such cases of the denial 
or misapprehension of the Godlike, - the wise and devout Plutarch,
in a beautiful work of his, where he describes this opposition, as it ex
isted in his own time,2 presents us a picture from the life, of such 
caricatures of religion. "E\Tery little evil is magnified to the super
stitious man, by thc scaring spectres of his anxiety.3 He looks on 
himself as a I?an whom. the gods hate and pursue with their anger. A 
far worse lot IS before hIm; he dares employ no means for avertinO' or 
curing the evil, lest he be found fighting aO'uinst the gods. . The phy
sician, the consoling friend, are driven aw;y. Leave me - says the 
wretchcd man! - me, the impious, the accursed, hated of 'the gods, to 
~uffer my pUnIshment. He Sits out of doors, wrapped in sackcloth or 
m filthy rags; ever and anon he rolls himself naked in the dirt con
fessing aloud this and that sin," - and th~ natur~ of these sins is 
truly characteristic! -" he has eaten or drunk something wrong,4
h? ~~ gon~ some y,-ay ~r other, which was not allowed him by the 
diVlruty. The festivals ill honor of the gods give no pleasure to the 

1 ' Aro:rOl( ovoparu Ka2 MIJaul {3ap{3apt 2 The tract llep2 dClUtrJaqJOVlar Ka2 M1eO
Itoir lCaralUXVVF:tV lCa2 :rapavo(-ltlv TO 1'Jtlov 771 ror· 
Ittil1T'arpwv a;it..)[-lQ T~r cl·ur/Mat;. De su 8 Cap. 7. 

perst. c. 33. , Compo Coloss. 2, 16. 
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superstitious, l but fill him rather with fear and affright. He proves the 
saying of Pythagoras false in his own case, ----.that we are happiest when 
we approach the gods,-for it is just then he is most wretched. Temples 
and altars are places of refuge for the persecuted; but where all others 
find deliverance from their fears, there the superstitious man fears and 
trembles most. Asleep 2 or awake, he is haunted alike by the spectres 
of his anxiety. Awake, he makes no use of his reason; and asleep, 
he finds no deliverance from what disturbs him. His reason always 
slumbers; his fears are always awake. Nowhere can he find an 
escape from his imaginary terrors." The contradictions involved in 
superstition are thus described: "These men fear the gods, and fly to 
them for succor. They flatter them, and insult them. They pray to 
them, and complain of them." 3 The offensive phrases and gesticula
tions, the forms of self-abasement, - so repulsive to the antique feeling 
of freedom, - into which the slavish spirit of superstition fell, were 
peculiarly revolting to the Greek and Roman sense of propriety. 

In the work above cited, Plutarch thus judges respecting the mu
tual relation of superstition and unbelief: 4 "rrhe infidel has no belief 
in the gods; the superstitious man would fain disbelieve, but believes 
against his will, for he fears to do ·otherwise. Yet as Tantalus wearies 
himself to escape the stone that hangs over him, so the superstitious 
man would gladly rid himself of the fear which is no trifling burden to 
him; and he is inclined to praise the unbeliever's state of mind, as 
freedom. But now the unbeliever has nothing of superstition in him ; 
while, on the other hand, the superstitious man is an unbeliever by in
clination, but only too weak to think of the gods as he would be glad 
to do.s The unbeliever contributes nothing at all towards producing 
superstition; but the superstitious have, from the beginning, given 
existence to unbelief, and furnish it, when it exists already, an appa
rent ground of justification." 6 

Manifestly, Plutarch has taken here but a very partial view of the 
religious phenomena of his times, - a natural mistake for one living in 
the midst of those phenomena, and who is biased in his judgment by 
immediate impressions. It seems evident, from what has been already 
said, that the same cause which produces superstition, lies also at the 
root of unbelief; and that unbelief, therefore, may easily change into 
superstition, as well as superstition into unbelief. Indeed, it was 
precisely the latter, which, in this period of history, had called forth 
the former. Plutarch, moreover, has looked at these opposite tenden
cies, in a way too general and abstract; he did not observe and take 
into his account, those manifold gradations and transitions, which he 
might have discerned in his own times, in the mutual relation of unbe
lief and superstition to each other. If there was a superstition, at 

1 Cap. 9. 2 Cnp. 3. into unbelief; - the different turn which is 
s Cap. 5. 4 Cap. 11. taken in the natural course of their devel
ti In like manner, Plutarch says, in anoth opment by the urn'hvhn Kat "KaKOl£; On the 

er place, that by the prevailing false n<?tions one hand, and the OElVOriPOl£; Kat 'l'7paavri
of the gods, the weaker and more Simple pOl£;. on the other. De !side et Osiride, c. 71. 
natures were led into a superstition without 6 Cap. 12. 
bou~ds; the more acute and bolder spirits, 
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tha.t time leagued with immorality, having its root in unbelief,-but an 
unbelief ;estrained by fear,-yet we find, too, in the case of some who 
were really striving after moral worth, various modifications of super
stition, grounded at bottom in ~he.need, - though not understood, and 
even misunderstood, - of behevmg; the need of atonement, from 
the deep-felt disunion in their nature. It was only necessary t~at, to 
such need, the satisfaction, unconsciously sought, should be furmshed, 
in order to lead it from superstition to faith. This was the point of 
religious development, through which many were brought to embrace 
Christianity, as the remedy for their evil. 

And while Plutarch, in the work above cited, biased, as he mani
festly was, by the impression received from the revolting exhibitions of 
superstition, was really inclined to prefer unbelief to superstition; yet 
where he has occasion to attack an unbelief that denies every thing, he 
owns there is one kind of superstition which he would prefer to unbe
lief. lIe says, for example, of Epicureanism, which boasted of having 
delivered men from the shadowy fears of superstition, " It is better to 
have a feeling of reverence mixed with fear, together with faith in the 
gods, than for the purpose of ayoiding that feeling, to leave one's self 
neither hope nor joy, neither confidence in prosperity, nor recourse to 
a divine being in adversity." 1 

, That profound sense of disunion, of disruption, which gave birth to 
manifold kinds of superstition, revealed itself in those forms of mental 
disease, which so widely prevailed, where the sufferers believed them· 
selves to consist of two or more hostile natures, - to be possessed or 
persecuted by evil spirits. It was through this ground·tone of the 
spiritual life, that the system of Dualism, which came from the East, 
found means of introducing itself; and hence its extraordinary influ
ep.ce in this age. 
; Ifwe now glance at those philosophical tendencies among the Greeks, 

which, in this period, found most general acceptance with men of ,earn· 
est minds, two systems of philosophy will offer themselves particularly 
to our notice, the Stoic and the Platonic. 

To begin with the Stoic: the old Roman character felt itself pecu~ 
lia~ly attracted by the moral ~eroism flowing from the principles of this 
philosophy. To the noble prIde of the Roman, who would not survive 
~~ country's liberty, and in the sel~sufficing consciousness of his dispo
SitIon, bade defiance to the corruptIOn of the times the doctrines of 
the stoic school were peculiarly welcome. In the freedom and inde
penden~e of the sage, phcing hi~self above the power of fate, by his 
self.feeh~g.of .an unconquerable mmd, he found a compensation for the 
loss of clVlI lIberty. Between a disposition like Cato's and Stoicism 
there e;cisted a ~atu~al relationship. The wise man felt conscious of 
an entire equahty, ill moral loftiness, with Jupiter himself; and of 

1 BtATlOV yap, lvvrrapxrtv Tt ICa~ CTvYKr. uym<}wv rrapovTl.JV, p~Te TlVU dvaTVxoiiCTtv 
IlpiiaiJat T~ 1rrp2 t9rwv do~ ICOlVOV aiJojj~ Ur.O'jjP09~V 7rpO~ TO t9riov tl1rOAel1rraiJal. In 
lUll 9<1{30V 1rClt9o~, ~ 1rOV TOViO 9rvyovia~ the tract: Non posse snaviter vivi secun. 
Frr' lA1rida, Jl~T£ xapav talJioi~, Jl~Tt t9apao~. dum Epicumm, c. 20. 
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'standing below him in no respect. l He was master of his own life, 
and might take it, whenever he found he could live no longer in a man
ner worthy of himself. On this principle, many noble Romans acted; 
not only when they wished to withdraw themselves from the ignominy 
of despotism, but also when disease cramped their powers and rendered 
existence no longer supportable.2 Thus many a strong soul found, in 
this philosophy, the expression for that which he carried in his own 
bosom; and to many it imparted a moral enthusiasm, which enabled 
them to rise superior t~ the degeneracy of their contemporaries. But 
there were many who did nothing more than make an idle parade of 
the lofty maxims of the ancient philosophers, with whose statues or busts 
they embellished their halls, while their lives, abandoned to every vice, 
presented the strongest contrast with these examples.3 

In respect to the relation of Stoicism to the religious interest, its 
aim was to bring the popular religion, allegorically explained, into 
union with a thoroughly pantheistic view of the world.4 The Jupiter 
of Stoicism was not a being who governs all things with paternal love, 
and for whom each individual has a distinct end to fulfil. He was not 
one who can reconcile the good of the whole with the good of the indi
vidual; but he was a being who devours his own children; the All
Spirit from which all individual existence has flowed, and into which, 
after certain periods, it is again resolved. The gods themselves were 
subject to the universal law of this eternal cycle, to which every indi
vidual existence must finally be sacrificed.5 The law, or word of Zeus, 
providence, fate,6 all signify in this system the same thing; - that 
unchangeable law of the universe, of an immanent necessity of reason, 
which all must obey. Evil itself is necessary, according to this law, to 
exhibit the harmony of ·the world, since without it there could be no 
good.7 The wise man calmly looks on the game, and surrenders with 
cheerfulness his individual existence to the claims of the whole,-to which 
every individual, as a part, ought to be subservient. The wise man 
has precisely the same divine life with Zeus, from whom his own has 

1 See the words of Chrysippus: wflcrrrep 
TifJ Aa rrpoaijKtL aeflvvveu-&at l:7r' aVTi;J Te 

. Ka2 Tit' pilt' Kat fliya tjJpovelv Kat el del OVTCJ~ 
elrre'iv, {npavxe'iV KaL KOfl(iv Kat fleyal..-"yo
pe'iv, a;I.CJf pwiJV'rL fleyaAnyoplaf' OVTCJ Toi:~ 
ayai7ol~ mim TaVTa rrpoaijKtL, KaT' ovoev 
TrpoexofllVOLf vrro AlO~. Plutarch. de Sto
icomm rcpllgnantiis, e. 13. 

2 For examples, ('ons. Pliny's Letters, I. 
12, 22. III. 7. VI. 24. Thc old man of 
sixty-scven, lying under an incurablc dis
case, dismisscd his physician, who was for 
compelling- him to take nourishment against 
his will, with the word KiKptKa. ·Whercupon 
Pliny fcmarks, - Qure vox, quantum ad
mirationis in animo meo, tan tum desiderii 
reIiqllit. The following words of Pliny 
servc to give distinct fonn and expression 
to the principle of the age, that left the de
cision of life and death to the autonomy of 
reason. Deliberare et causas mortis expen
dere utque suaserit ratio, vitro mortisque 

consilium suscipere nl ponere, ingentis est 
animi. 

3 Qui Curios simulant Bacchanalia vivunt, 
Indocti primum: quanquam plena omnia gypso 
Chrysippi invenies.-Juvenal. Satira II. 

4 Lucian quotes, in the way of banter, 
the motto of the stoic pantheism: 'fl~ Ka~ 
oi7eor; OVK tv ovpavifJ earlv, ajtA-a Olll rruv
TCJV rretjJoiT1JKtv, olav ;VACJV, Ka2 Aii7CJV Ka~ 
(cJCJv, clXpt Kat TWV UTlflOruTCJv. Henno
tim. § 81. 

I> As Chrysippus says in his 'Work, IIep2 
TrpOVOlar;, - Tov Ala av~cu-&at, flexplr; clV 
eir; aVTov urravra Karavat..cJa\l. Plutarch. 
dc Stoicorum repugnantiis, c. 39. 

6 AlOr; A-oyor;, rrpovoia, elflapfliv1/. 
'j Thus Chrysippus says, TiveTat Ka2 aVrQ 

(n KaKta) rrCJ~ KaTU TOV riif 9vcreCJ~ AOYOV 
Kat iv' OVTCJr; etrrCJ, ol"e Itxpi;crrCJr yiVCTGl 
TrpO~ TU liAa, oVTe yap T" ayai7a 1]v. Plu
tarch. de Stoicor. repugnantiis, c. 35. 
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flowed. Calmly submissive, he restores it back, when the fated hour 
arrives, to its original source. 

A cold resignation, - wholly at variance with man's natural feel
iners and altorrether different from the childlike submission of the 
Christian, whi~h leaves every purely human feeling inviolate, sub
mission, not to an iron necessity, that decrees annihilation, but to eternal 
love, which restores back what has been offered to it, transfigured and 
glorified. The emperor Marcus Aurelius says of this Stoic principle, 
"The man of disciplined mind reverently bids Nature, who bestows all 
things and resumes them again to herself, 'Give what thou wilt, and 
take what thou wilt.'" He says this, not in a haughty spirit and in 
defiance of Nature, but in the spirit of cheerful obedience to her'! His 
Stoicism, moreover, was tempered and refined by a certain childlike 
dcvoutness, a certain gentleness, and unpretending simplicity of char
acter. But with what grounds of comfort, docs he strive to still the 
craving, implanted in man's nature, after an imperishable personal 
existence? 'Ve ,yill hear what he says himself. " Two things, we 
should consider; first, that from all eternity, things are repeated over 
after the same manner, and that it matters not whether one beholds the 
same thing again in one hundred or two hundred years, or in infinite 
time; next, that he who lives longest, and he who dies soonest, lose 
just alike, for each loses only that whicll he has, the present moment." 
(II. 14.) "Ever keep in mind, that whatever happens and shall 
happen, has already been, - it is merely the same show repeated!" 
(10, 27.) " An action terminating at the allotted moment, suffers no 
evil, in that it has terminated; and he that did it, suffers no evil, in 
that he has done acting. So, also, the whole, consisting of the aggre
gate sum of actions, which is life, suffers no evil, when it terminates at 
the allotted time, in that it has terminated; and he, who, at the allotted 
time, has brought up the whole chain to the end, has lost nothing." 
(12, 23.) He asks, (12, 5,) "How happens it, that the gods, who 
ha.ve ordered all things well and with love to men, seem to overlook 
this one thing alone, that many very good men, who, by pious works 
and offerings, have stood on terms of intimate communion with the 
deity, having once died, return no more to existence, but perish entire
ly ? " He answers thus, "Although this is so, yet be assured, that if 
it ought to have been otherwise, the gods would have so ordered it. 
For h~d it been righ~, it would also have bcen possible; and had it 
been m harmony WIth nature, then nature would have allowed it. 
That it is not so, if it is not so, should satisfy us that it ought not to 
be so." 

As Stoicism, by repressing a want inseparable from the essence of 
man's nature, t~nded, on the one hand, to awaken the 10ncin(J' after a 
revcla!ion,. capable of satisfying this want; so, on the othe~ l~'\nd, by 
unfoldmg m man the consciousness of his relationship to the divine 
~e truth lying at the bottom of pantheism,2 - by the idea - altho:lgh 

': 1 Monolog. 10, 14. of such a consciousness in the verse of 
2 Thus, for instance, Paul, in his dis- Aratus; and much of a similar import is 

tourse at Athen!!, appeals to that testimony to be (ound in the hymn of Cleanthes, and 
2
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pantheistically apprehended - of one original divine Being, and of the 
spirituality of his worship, as confined to no particular place, which 
idea it opposed to the polytheistic religion of the people,1- it pre
pared the way for Christianity. 

-ret a far greater, more deep reaching and more universal influence 
on the religious life of man's spirit than it was ever in the power of 
Stoicism to exert, was destined to proceed from the Platonia philoso
phy. It dates its beginning from that man, who appears to us as the 
forerunner of a higher development of humanity, as the greatest man 
of the ancient world, - one in whom the spirit of that world, going beyond 
itself, strove after a more glorious future,-from Socrates, whose whole 
appearance seems invested in a mystery and riddle, corresponding to his 
prophetic character. As it was his great calling, when the first strong 
reaction of reason, become altogether worldly, was turned against religious 
and moral belief, to witness, in the struggle with this worldly tendency 
and heartless dialectic caprice, which suppressed all higher interests; to 
witness of the reality of that in which alone the spirit can find its true life, 
and to awaken in men wholly immersed in earthly things, that aspiration 
after the godlike, which might lead them to Christ; so through his great 
disciple, Plato, - who, in his philosophy, produced, with a truly original 
and creative mind, the image of Socrates, although not in the whole 
loftiness and simplicity of the man himself, - the influence of Socrates 
has been often experienced, after the same manner, in those great 
crises of man's history, destined by the dissolution of the old, to 
prepare the way for a new creation; and as one who lived in a crisis 
of this sort, has said,2 the Platonic Socrates came like a 'John the :Bap
tist before the revelation of Christ. This was preeminently true, so 
far as it relates to the first appearance of Christ, the great epoch in 
the history of the world. 

The Platonic philosophy did not merely lead men, like the Stoic, to 
the conscious sense of a divine indwelling life, and of an immanent 
reason in the world, answering to the idea of the Stoic Zeus; but it led 
men to regard the divine as supra-mundane, as an unchangeable ex
istence, transcending that which merely becomes; a supreme Spirit, 
exalted above the world, if not as an unconditionally free Oreator, yet 
as the architect of the universe. It awakened, also, the consciousness 
of the supernatural and divine, which in man is the efflux from this 
supreme Spirit, and of a kindred nature; so that man is thus enabled 
to rise and have fellowship with it, and cognition of it. It did not, like 
the Stoic philosophy, followed out to its legitimate consequences, repre

in other ontponrings of the Stoic muse. tIe worth, and nothing holy, - a work of 
Compare the well-known passage in Seneca, architects and common laborers is not worth 
Non sunt ad crelum elevandre manus nec much," 'It:pa 1'hwv fl~ OiKoooflt:iv' It:pov 
exorandus reditus, ut nos ad aures simu yup fl~ 7rOAI"oii a~wv Ka2 aywv oiJle eUTlv' 
lucri, quasi magis exaudiri possimus, ad OlK000[lCJV 0' lpyov Ka~ {Javav(fCJv ovo€v CUT' 
mittat, prope cst a te Deus, tecum cst, intus 7rOAAOii a~wv, Honce Plutarch reproaches 
cst. Ita dieo sacer intra nos spiritus sedet. the Stoics with self-contradiction, in parti
Ep, 41 'ad Lucil. cipating in the religious rites of the temple. 

t CompRre the passage from Seneca and Pluto de Stoicorum repugnantiis, c. 6. 
tbe words of 'Zeno: "'Ve should build no 2 Marsiglio Ficino. 
temple to the gods i for a temple is of lit
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sent the divine in man, as a self-subsistent element, an efHux from the 
divine source, which, as long as the form of personal appearance lasted, 
could maintain an existence by itself; so that Zeus appeared to the 
wise man simply as the ideal of wisdom he was to strive after; - but 
it contemplated the divine in man as a ray which conducted back to 
the primal light itself; merely as something to receive-a capacity
which, separated from communion with the original source, from which 
alone it can receive, is powerless. . 
" Compared with the principle of ethical 8elf-sufficiency - with that 
elevation of the feeling of self, peculiar to the ancient world, and 
which appears to have reached its highest point in Stoicism - the Pla
tonic system, in perfect harmony with the connection of ideas above 
expressed, was distinguished by a striving towards what is most 
directly opposed to that principle, namely, towards the Christian idea 
of humility. The word Ta1rE£JlO; which, at the point of view generally 
taken by the ancient world, was employed, for the most part, in a bad 
sense, as indicating a slavish self-debasement,! is to be met with in 
Plato and the Platonists, as the designation of a pious, virtuous 
temper.2 

This philosophy would have us recognize in man's personality, not a. 
mere transitQry appearance, but something destined to higher unfold
ings. The life of the individual it regarded, not as an aimless sport in 
the periodical changes Qf the universe, but as a stage of purifying dis
cipline and preparation for a higher state of existence. It did not 
require the suppreesion of any purely human want, but taught that the 
,satisfaction of it was to be sought after and waited for. It pointed to a. 
higher stage of being, where the soul, disencumbered of its dross, would 
a.ttain to the unclouded vision of truth. 

, It was in no sense, certainly, the general drift and purpose of Plato, 
to set up an abstract religion of reason, in opposition to the existing 
forms of worship; but he rook his stand rather in opposition to that 
exclusive enlightenment of the understanding, which merely analyzes 
a.nd destroys, and which was peculiar to the Sophists. His religious 
speculations rested on a basis altQgether histQrical. He connected him
self with the actual phenomena of the religious life, and with the tradi
tions lying before him; as we see in his remarks on the doctrine of the 
gods and .on divination. He sought to embody in his speculations the 
truth wInch lay at the bottom here, and to separate it from all admix
~re of. superstition. And, in like manner, this general drift of a posi
tive P~l~osophy tha~ sought to understand history,3 passed over, from 
the ongmal Platomsm, tQ the derivative Platonism of this age; and in 

1 EYen in Aristotle we find the TarrELvov TIT.) says of the humiliation of the wicked 
united with the ul·oparrooc:Jot!:. Ethic. En brought about by punishment: " KalCLa 
demo III. 3. "ol.l!: UV YfrolTo avvvov!: KaL rarrtlvi) "a~ 

II To denote the disposition of submis KaT{L90j3o~ 7ipO~ TOV {hov.
siveness to the dh'ine law of order in the 8 To avail myself of an expression, which 
uniYcrsc, the word TarrtLllov is used in con Schelling, in the new shaping of his philos
uection with IUKOrI{Hl/lft'Ot'. and opposed to ophy, has made classical, - positi~·e philos
the impiolls spirit of self-exaltation. De ophy, as opposed to the mere logical science 
legib\l~, IV. "01. VIII. cd. Dipont. p. 185 ; of reason, negatir:e philosophy.

and Plutarch (de sera numinis vindicta, c. 
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this latter form, to speak generally, in spite of all the foreign additions, 
the· tendency of the original Platonism may be clearly traced. It 
still continues to be its aim, under every new modification, to explore 
in all directions the marks of a connection between the visible and invis
ible worlds, between the divine and the human in history, and to 
discover, in the great variety of religious traditions 1 and modes of wor
ship, different forms of one revelation of the divine. 

In opposition to unbelief which appealed to the strife between 
different religions as evidence against the truth of any, an apologetic 
tendency, which flowed from Platonism, pointed out the higher unity 
lying at the root of this manifoldness; and the coincidence of ideas, in 
the different forms of revelation, was made available here, as evidence 
for the truth. Thus the effort to arrive at an understanding of history, 
to come at some comprehensive view, reconciling the oppositions of 
historical development, gave birth to a peculiar religious and philosophi
cal eclecticism - as such phenomena are usually found marking the 
conclusion of any great series of historical evolutions. Arrived at 
the limits of such a series, we feel constrained to look over once more 
the whole, which now lies unfolded as one in all its parts; just as the 
traveller, near the end of his journey, gladly pauses to survey the road 
he has left behind him. 

By distinguishing form from essence, the spiritual from the sensual, 
the idea from the symbol which served for its representation, it was 
deemed possible to find the just medium between the extremes of 
superstition and unbelief, and to arrive at a right understanding of 
the different forms of religion. The devout and profoundly meditative 
Plutarch, who wrote near the close of the first century, may be 
considered the representative of this direction of mind to religious 
speculation, which was now fully developed. In regard to the relation 
of different religions to one another, he thus expresses himself: 2 "As 
sun and moon, sky, earth and sea, are common to all, while they have 
different names among different nations; so, likewise, though there IS 
but one system of the world which is supreme, and one governing 
providence, whose ministering powers are set over all men, yet there 
have been given to these, by the laws of different nations, different 
names and modes of worship; and the holy symbols which these nations 
used, were, in some cases, more obscure, in others, clearer; but in all 
cases, alike failed of being perfectly safe guides in the contemplation 
of the divine. For some, wholly mistaking their import, fell into 
superstition; while others, in avoiding the quagmire of superstition, 
plunged unawares into the opposite gulf of infidelity." The reverential 
regard for a higher necessity in the religious institutions of mankind, 
the recognition of a province elevated above human caprice, is shown 
by Plutarch, in the following remark, where he confronts the stoics 
with the phrase from an Orphic hymn, which was often on their lips, 
as a motto of their pantheism.3 " As Zeus is the beginning and centre 

1 l:VVclytlV lUTopl.av, olov VA1JV q,IAouo",;ar 2 See de Iside et Osiride. 
..9-eoMylav TEAOr lxova1Jr. De defectu ora 8 Zevr apxTj, Zevr p.€aaa, Alor ct l/( '7l"clVT4 
culorum, Co 2. T£TV/(Tat. Adv. Stoic. c. 31. 
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of all -every thing has sprung from Zeus, men should first correct 
and i~prove their ideas of the gods, if any thing impure or wrong has 
fOWld its way into them. But, if this is beyond their power, they 
should then leave everyone to that mode in which he finds himself 
placed by the· laws and religious traditions of his oountry." He cites 
here, in evidence of a higher necessity, lying at the foundation of these 
institutions, the words of Sophocles, witnes.sing of an innate andeternal 
law in the heart of humanity: (Antig. 467.) " The divine - reli6rion 
--is something imperishable; but its forms are subject to decay. 
God bestows many good things on men; but nothing imperishable; for, 
as Socrates says, even what has reference to the gods, is subject to 
death." 1 

Plutarch is filled with sadness, in thinking of those who take part in 
the public worship only from respect to the multitude, while they look 
upon the whole thing as a mere farce. "They hypocritically mimic 
tho forms of prayer and adoration, out of fear of the many; - repeat 
words that contradict their philosophical convictions; and, when they 
offer, see in the priest only the slaughtering cook." 2 He rebukes 
those, 'who, following the fashion of Euemerus, in attempting to explain 
everything in the doctrine of the gods after a natural way, wage war 
with the religious convictions of so many nations and races of men, in 
that they are seeking to draw down the names of heaven to earth, 
and to banish nearly all the religious belief that had been implanted 
in men from their birth. 3 He sees men wandering between these two 
extremes; - either confounding the symbol with what it was designed 
to represent, and thus giving rise to superstition-as, for instance, when 
th~ names of the gods were transferred to their images, and thus led 
the multitude to believe that these images were the gods themselves, 
and when, in Egypt, the animals consecrated to the gods became con
founded with the latter; 4----or else running into the opposite views, which 
were occasioned by these errors, and resulted in infidelity. 

If the manner in which Plutarch explains and contemplates the 
opposition between superstition and unbelief, shows, when applied to 
the phenomena of his time, an inadequate and partial view of the 
subject, this must be attributed to that fundamental view, belonginO' to 
!hc essence of the PI~tonie philosophy, according to which, everythlng 
IS referred back to the mtdlectual element,-to knowledrre in relicion _ 
a.nd the deeper practical ground of relicious conviction and °of the 
religious life, - their connection with the ~oral bent of the 'affections _ 
is overlook,ed. Hen~e, he considers the main source of both superstition 
and unbehef to ~e !ntell.ectual err~r-in the former of a positive, in 
the latter of a negative kmd ; only, m the case of superstition there is 
moreover, a movement of feeling, which arises out of those ~rroneou~ 
notions of the gods, whence they become only objects of fear.5 But he 

1 nOl.AU Kal.u Tot; {irOt; dldovrOf u~p~. a De !side et Osiride, c. 23. 
1rOlf. il1%vGrov at I1TlOE:v' (Jure -&v~uKe,v Kal fL. c. c. 71.

'fa -&cWv, -&coi'r dt oil KaTU TOV l:<>9<>,,'..ia. & 'R p£v u-&cor1Jr ~oyor £uT2 dtC1fcvl1p€vor'

De defectu omculorom, c. 9. fJ de detULOaLpov'la 7rU.-&0f: £,,~eyov <pevdov, 


I See Plutarch's tract: Non posse sua.vi. tyyryev7Jpivov. c. 2. 
ter viYi secundum Epicurum, c. 22. . 
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does not seem to have found that a 1TCdio~ lies at the ground of many 
shapes of unbelief, as well as of superstition; and .both disorders of 
the spiritual life have their proper seat in the directio!l of the moral 
affections, in the disposition; that the 1ta.&o~ is, therefore, usually the 
original, the intellectual error the derivative and symptomatic cause, 
of the evil. Thus Plutarch ascribes it merely to a false notion of the 
gods, that they are represented by the superstitious as angry, and 
threatening punishment; but he is not prepared to understand such a 
stage of religious development well enough to perceive, that there is a 
bottom truth, by virtue of which the gods can be represented only in 
this relation to the religious consciousness of one who feels himself 
estrange<l from God. Hence he erred also, in supposing that nothing 
more was necessary for the recovery of the superstitious man, than to 
lead him, simply by the intellectual operation, to tlie knowledge of the 
gods, and of the fact that good only, and nothing that is evil, proceeds 
from them; - not perceiving, that the representation of the gods, 
above alluded to, might itself be nothing else than a reflex of the 
superstitious man's own state of mind, and therefore to be got rid of 
only by an immediate operation on the nature of the man himself. 
This error, again, stood in some connection with another circumstance; 
namely, that although he defended, against the stoics, the Platonic 
doctrine -of punishments , 1 as a necessary means of reformation, and of 
purifying and deterring men from evil, and wrote a treatise expressly 
to vindicate the divine justice in punishing the wicked,2 yet to that 
conception of God's holiness and to that apprehension of sin, grounded 
in and intimately connected with it, which belong to the Theism of 
the Old Testament, he was too much a stranger. Hence, the Old 
Testament idea of God, as the Holy one, considered from his own 
Platonic position, must be unintelligible to him; and he might easily 
seem to himself to miss in Judaism the right notion of God's good
ness.a 

It was the purpose, then, of this apologetic and reforming philosophy 
of religion, to counteract unbelief, as well as superstition, by setting 
forth the ideal matter contained in the old religions. From this 
position and with this object in view, Plutarch says, in his exhortatory 
discourse to a priestess of Isis: 4 "..As it is not his long beard and 
mantle that makes the philosopher, so is it neither linen robe nor shorn 
head that makes the priest of Isis. But the true priest of Isis is he 
who first receives the rites and customs pertaining to these gods from 
the laws, and then examines into their grounds, and philosophizes on 

1 Against Chrysippus, for instance, who 
puts this doctrine on a level with the stOries 
with which old women frighten the children; 
Tilv 7rfpl T(jV {mil {hov KOAUUWV AOYOV, cJ!: 
OVOfV dtal/!fpOVTa Tn!: AKIWV!: Ka2 Tn!: AAI/!t
TOV!', al cJv Ttl 7rataupta TOV KaKOUXOAelV aL 
yvvaiKf!, aveipyov(1tv. De Stoicorum re
puO'nantiis, c. 15. 

f His work on the Delay of Divine Pun
ishments. 

8 De Stoicorum repugnantiis, c. 38, where 

he refers to the example of the Jews, to 
prove that the conception of the gods as 
XP17UTOt was by no means to lle found every 
where. And here we may remark, that we 
would not deny the Jews themseh-es were 
partIy in fault for the diffusion of such rep
resentations of their religion. 

i '0 Tel OetKvvpfva /Cal 0pwpfva 7rfpl ToVr 
-&fOV!: TOVTOVr, oTav vopc,J 7rapaA,u{31), A,o/,c,J 
~1JT(jV /Ca2 rpLAOUOrjJ(jV 7rfp2 Tn!: tv aUToi, 
aA7J-&flur. c. 3. 
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the truth they contain." With some profoundness of mea?-ing, Pl~tarch 
compares the old m~ths, - consi~~red .as r~present~tlOns of ldeas, 
arising from a refractlon of the dIVIne lIght In a formgn substance, a 
te-appearance of it, broken by the intervention of some heterogeneous 
medium, - to the rainbow in relation to the sun's light.1 . 

, 'Ve find here the first beginnings of an attempt to reconcile the 
natural and supernatural in religion; to reconcile the position of the 
rationalist with that of the supranaturalist, the scientific interest with 
the religious; - tendencies and ideas, which, outstepping already the 
position maintained by the old Nature-religion, came forward to 
meet the Theism of revelation; and it was by the latter, first, that any 
StIch reconciliation could be hrought about, and a true understanding 
of the religious development of humanity made possible. 

Plutarch distinguishes two different stages or positions of knowl
edge; that which goes immediately to the divine causality, and that 
which dwells on the natural causes, serving as instruments to the 
former. "The ancients," he says, "directed their attention simply 
to the divine in phenomena, as God is the beginning and centre of all, 
and from him all things proceed; and they overlooked natural causes. 
The moderns turned themselves wholly away from that divine ground 
of· things, and supposed every thing could be explained from natural 
ca.uses. Both these views are, however, partial and defective; ancl 
the right understanding of the matter requires that both should be 
combined."2 In attempting to show how a natural phenomenon may 
be a sign of the future, he says, "Divination and Physics may both 
be right; one serving to point out the causes which have brought 
about the phenomenon; the other, the higher end it is intended to 
subserve. "3 "They who suppose the significancy of signs is made 
naught by the discovery of natural causes, forget that their argumcnt 
against the signs of the gods would also apply to those invented by 
human art; since in the latter case too, one thing is made by human 
contrivance to serve as the sign of something else; as for example, 
lights to serve as beacons, sun-dials to indicate time, and the like." 

This distinction of the natural from the divine, in the cooperation 
of both, was employ;d, in a ~~ti?eable manner, by Plutarch, for the 
purpoS? of so defe.n~mg the dlV1mt~ of the oracles, as to avoid, at the 
~ame bme, supersh.tlOus represe~tat1ons. 'Vhile some were of the opin
Ion, that the god h!ms~lf ~welt ill the prophetess at the Delphic shrine, 
employ~d her as hIS blInd lllstrument, speaking through her mouth and 
suggest~ng every word she uttered; by others, these. representations 
were seIZcd upon for the purpose of turning the whole into jest, and 

1 Kavarrtp oE Ila81lpaTtlco2 ~v Iplv tfl¢a r.apai.tL1I"01JUlV. De defectu oraculorum, c. 
C'lV elval TOU ~/.iov Myoval 1rOllClAMp.fV1}V 47.
111 TrPO~ TO vi90~ avaXc.JJ"1atL TTjr Otptc.Jr 8 'EICCI/.ve d' oVdev 1m2 TOV ¢Vat/c~)IJ [11"£
OUT"'!, b /li;{)o!' M,'OV "vor lp,¢aulr ian; royxuVtlV /Cal 1'OV pUVTtv, Toii p.tv ,~v
aVIlKI..uv,or h' al.l.a T~lV dlavoLav. De airiav, Toii oe TO TeAO!, /CaAW!' l:KAap,{3avov
lside et Osiridc. c. 20. ro~· V1I"eICtlTO yap T9 p,tv l:" 1'LVc.JV yeyov£ 

s ·08tv ap,~Tipolr b i.oror lvdtTJr TOV Ka2 -:rwr 1r£9V1(t, {)tc.Jp1jaat, T9 de 1I"pO~ r,
1rpOU~lCovT6r luTt, Toir p,ev Ti.) d,' oV /Cal v¢' yiyove Ka2 1I"wr 1retpVKt i}ewpij<Jal. Pericles,
oVt TOLr dE 1'~ Ii ~v /Cal d,' cSv UYVOOVUlV ~ c 7. 

http:1'LVc.JV
http:EICCI/.ve
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making the doctrine of such a divine influence on the human soul, 
and every idea of inspiration, ridiculous.! They laughed at the bad 
verses of the Pythoness, and inquired why it was, that the oracles, once 
given in poetry, should now be uttered in the form of prose. But Plu
tarch sought to unite the recognition of the divine causality with that of 
the human individuality which served it as an organ; and by distinguish
ing in the oracles the divine and the human, to find in this case, also, the, 
just medium between superstition and unbelief. "'Ye are not to 
believe," says he, "that the god made the verses; but, after he has 
communicated the moving impulse, each of the prophetesses is moved 
in a way that corresponds to her own peculiar nature.2 For let us 
suppose the oracles were not to be spoken, but recorded in writing, we 
should not, I imagine, ascribe to the god the strokes of the letters, and 
find fault with him because the writing was not so beautiful as that of 
the imperial edicts. Not the language, nor the tone, nor the expres
sion, nor the measure of the verse, proceeds from the god; - all this 
comes from the woman. He simply communicates the intuitions, and 
kindles up a light in the soul with regard to the future." 3 "As the 
body uses many organs, and the soul uses both the body apd its parts 
as organs~ so the soul has now become the organ of the god. But the 
adaptation of an organ consists in its answering, with its own natural 
activity, the purpos~ of him that employs it as a means to represent 
the work of his ideas. This, however, it cannot represent pure and 
unadulterated, as the work exists in its author; but much foreign matter 
becomes necessarily mixed up with it." 4 "If it is impossible," he 
says afterwards, "to force lifeless things, which remain constant to 
themselves, so as to be used in a way that contradicts their natural 
character - so that a lyre, for instance, can be played as a flute, or a 
trumpet as a harp; if the artistic use of each particular instrument 
consists precisely in this, that it be used conformably with its 
peculiar character - then it is really impossible to say how a being, 
possessed of a soul endowed with free will and reason, could be used 
otherwise than according to the character, power or nature which dwelt 
in him before." So, according to this view, the difference of the 
several individualities of character, and of the several modes of culture, 
will continue to appear in the manner in which the inspiring agency of 
the divine causality exhibits itself through each. The peculiar appear
ances in such states of enthusiasm, (l,,{}oUataUfl6;) he explains as arising 
from the conflict of the two tendencies,-the movement imparted from 
without, and that belonging to the proper nature of the individual; 
just as when to a body falling by the law of gravitation to the earth, 
a curvilinear motion is communicated at the same time. 

1 The sarcasm in Lucian's dialogue, Zeilr the agency has vanished which hitherto 
tAeyxoflevor, mny serve as an example. dwelt in them, and bv whirh they invented." 
"What the poets say, when possessed by 2 'EKelVOV T~V aX~JI Ti;r KIV~UtlJr tvot· 
the Muses, is true. Dut when forsaken by OOVTOr, iI" bcfUJT1/ 7ri¢VKe Ktveiut1at Tt:il' 
the goddesses, and left to sing for themselves, 7rpor/!1/Tlo(,)v. De Pythire oraeulis, c. 7 
they nrc out, and contradict what they had a 'EKeivor flovar Tar ¢avTauiar 7rapIUT1j(J1 
said before j and one must excuse them if IW~ Ij>wr tv T~ 1/'vxiJ 7rotel 7rpOr TO piAAOV. 
they perceive not the truth as men, when iDe Pythire oraculis, c. 21. 
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By this speculative mode of apprehending the popular religion, 
men would be led, moreover, to reduce Polytheism to some higher 
unity, lying at its root. The recognition of an ?rigin~l unity being a. 
thinO' absolutely necessary for reason, Polythelsm eIther proceeded 
out ~f that unity, or must be reduced back to it; it continually felt 
itself impelled to derive the multitude of gods from one original 
essence. Now, by the speculative mode of apprehension, the conscious
ness of this unity could not fail to be developed and rendered still 
more distinct, and the relation of the manifold to unity clearly pre
sented. Thus Plato had already sought to bring back Polytheism to 
some such higher unity, had derived all existence" from the Creator 
and Father of the Universe, who is hard to find, and whom, when 
found, it is impossible to make known to all." 1 So now, too, this new 
philosophy of religion rose to the idea of one simple original essence, 
exalted above all plurality and all becoming; the only true Being; 
unchangeable, eternal; 2 from whom all existence, and first of all, at 
the summit of existence, the world of gods, nearest related to himself, 
in its manifold gradations, has emanated. In these god~, that unfolded 
perfection, which in the Supreme essence was more included and 
hidden, becomes known; they exhibit in different forms, the image of 
that Supreme essence, to which no one can rise, except by the loftiest 
flight of contemplation, after it has rid itself from all that pertains to 
sense - from all manifoldness. They are the mediators between man, 
scattered and dissipated by manifoldness, and the Supreme Unity. A 
distinction was next made of the purely spiritual, invisible deities, and 
thosc in nearer contact with the world of sensc, by whom the life radi
ating from the Supreme essence is diffused down to the world of sense, 
and the divine ideas, so far as that is possible, actualized in it - the 
manifest gods; 3 the gods in the process of becoming; the ()eol re'JI1jTol 

in contradistinction from the liv; the spirits that, according to Plato, 
animate the worlds. Thus it was contrived to hold fast the position of 
the old Nature-religion, which lived and moved in the intuition of na
ture, and to bring it into union with the recognition of a supreme 
original essence, and of an invisible spiritual world, to which man's 
spirit strove to rise from thc scnsuous things that had hitherto chained 
it. Accordingly, two different stages in religion now presented them
selves; that of thc multitude, with minds dissipated and scattered in 
the manifold, who can have intercourse only with those mediatorial 
~e~ties. approaching. nearest t~ them; and that of the spiritual men, 
livmg m contcn(piabon, who rne above all that is sensuous and soar 
upwards to the supreme original essence. Hence arrain 'arose two 
different ~~agcs, or .~ositions.' in respect to the di;ineo w;rship; the 
p~r~ly spIMtual poSItion, whIch corresponds to the- relation with the 
ongmal essence, exalted above all contact with the sensible world' and 
that of sensuous worship, which is adapted to the relation with 'those 
gods who arc connected more nearly with the world of sense. From 

1; In Timrens. Plutarch. de el spud Delphos, c. 20. 
',EI~ ~v tv, Ti;J viiv TO ad 1r£7rA.f]pc.>lCt 8 9£02 ~avepo, as contradistinguished

W I'0vov ian '7 ~ Kan) 1'OiiTOV OVTc.>r av. from the u~avt:i~. 
VOL. I. 8 
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this point of view, it is said, in the work on " Offerings," cited under 
the name of Apollonius of Tyana: "We shall render the most appro
priate worship to the deity, when to that God whom we called the first, 
who is one, and separated from all, after whom we must recognize the 
others,- when to him we present no offerings whatever; kindle to him 
no fire, dedicate to him no sensible thing; for he needs nothing, even 
of what could be given him by natures more exalted than ours. There 
is no plant the earth produces, no animal the air nourishes, no thing 
that in relation to him would not be impure. In relation to him, we 
must use only the higher 'Yord,-that, I mean, which is not expressed 
by the mouth,-the silent, inner word of the spirit." Even prayer, ex
pressed in words, he would say, is beneath the dignity of that original 
essence, so exalted above all that is of sense ;"and from the most glori
ous of all beings, we must seek for blessings by that which is most 
glorious in ourselves. But this is the spirit, which needs no organ." 1 

This highest position of spiritual worship in reference to the Supreme 
essence, was set up as a rival of Christianity, and as a means of dis
pensing with it. 

We must not, however, transfer over to this Supreme essence of the 
new Platonic philosophy of religion, the Christian conception of God, 
as Creator and Governor of the world. The fundamental position of 
the ancient world-deification of nature in life, separation of the divine 
and human in science - appears, also, in this final shaping of phil
osophic thought - with which that position ended - again prominent 
and distinct. It belonged, no doubt, to the lofty dignity of that Su
preme essence, that, wrapt in its transcendent perfection, it could enter 
into no contact with the sensible world; whence also it followed, that 
the only ",!orship worthy of it, is the contemplation of the spirit raised 
above all that is sensible; and this is, therefore, set over against prac
tical life, as a subordinate position. This conception of spiritual wor
ship is, accordingly, qui~e as distinct from the Christian, as the 
conception of the Supreme essence itself is. At the extreme point 
and summit of its speculation, this philosophy of religion proceeded 
still further in refining on the conception of the Supreme essence. In 
Plato is to be distinguished what he says concerning the idea of the 
absolute - the good in itself, exalted above all being 2 - and what he 
says of the Supreme Spirit, the Father of the Universe.3 But the new 
Platonists substituted that idea of the absolute, in place of the Supreme 
essence itself-as the first simple, which precedes all existence; of 
which nothing determinate can be predicated; to which no conscious
ness, no self-contemplation can be ascribed; inasmuch as this would 
immediately imply a duality, a distinction of subject and object. This 
highest of all can be known only by the intellectual intuition of the 
spirit, transcending itself, declaring itself free from its own limits.4 

1 In Eusebius Prmparat. evangel. l. IV. II In the RepUblic. 
c. 13 and Porphyry de abstinentia earnis, 1. 8 In the Timreus and Philebus. 
n. §'34, who eites these words of Apolloni 4 As Plotinus says: T17~ YVWUECJr &la 
us of Tyann, and busies himself with ex VOV TWv ciAACJV ytyvofl€vll~ lCa? T'iJ v'iJ voW 
plaining and applying them. Y'/'l'WCTICEW dvvap,£vCJv, {nt"ep{Je(11JICc>r Toiiro 
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With this barely logical direction, whereby it was po~sible.warrive at 
the conception of suqh an absolute, the lh" there umted Its~lf a cer
tain mysticism, which, by a certain transcendent state of feeling, could 
communicate to this abstraction a reality for the soul. Such an ab
sorption of the spirit in that super-existence, (TO hrexEtva T~; ofJala;,) 
even to entire union with it, or such a revelation of the same to the 
spirit raised above itself, was considered as the highest end w b~ 
reached by the spiritual life. Porphyry relates that this was expen
enced by him once, in his sixty-eighth year; and 'by his teacher, Plo
tinus, four times.1 

By virtue of the gradations in the evolution of the chain of exist
ence, from that transcendent original ground down to the world of 
sense, and by virtue of a symbolic interpretation connected with this 
doctrine, it was made possible to appropriate everything that belonged 
to the existing cullu8, spiritualized after this manner. Thus, e. g. the 
rhetorician Dio Chrysostom, who wrote in the time of Trajan, makes 
Fhidias speak in defense of images of the gods, in the following lan
guage: "It cannot be said, that it would be better for men simply to 
lift their eyes to the heavenly bodies, and that there were no images 
at all. All these, the man of reason worships, and believes that he 
beholds from afar the blessed gods. But love to the gods makes every 
One wish to be able to honor them near at hand, so that he may ap
proach and touch them, offer to them with implicit faith, and crown 
them." Thus, he says, "it lies in the essence of human nature, to en
deavor t() make present before our senses the absent objects of our 
10ve. Hence the Barbarians, who had no art, were obligod to transfer 
~heir worship to other, certainly far less appropriate objects; - to 
mountains, trees and st()nes." 2 Similar arguments are employed by 
Porphyry, in justification of image-worship.3 "By images addressed 
to sense, the ancients represented God and his powers - by the visible 
they typified the invisible for those that learned t() read in these figures, 
as in books, a writing that treated of the gods. 'Ve are not t() wonder, 
if the ignorant consider the images only as wood or stone; for just so, 
they who are ignorant of writing, sec nothing in monuments but stone, 
nothing in tablets .but 'Y~od, ~~d in books bu.t a tissue of papyrus." 

~v.c sec that thIS splntual~mg app~ehensIOn of the old polytheistic 
rellgIOn had gone on to form Itself- mdependent of the influence of 
<?hristianity, as a ~~an of concilia~ion ~etween superstition and unbe
lief-out of the splnt of the Platomc pllllosophy so far as this extended 
its influence into the religious consciousness. F~r when Plutarch WTote 
in whom we find this direction of mind already fully developed, Chri~ 

~V roii voii 9VU!V, Th·! uv a~.;CKOtTO ~ lrrt aim tVc.J-&~vat. Kal 1feAu.cat TifJ E1ft 1fiiUL -&ei;,
{lOA.ij IdJpo(J. Anecdota wreca cd. ViUoi. and four times, during his abode with Por
IOn. Vcnet. liS!. T.II. p. 237. phyry, he had attained to this, evepyel{L UpPlJ

1 Thus Porphyry relates of him in the Tit' Kat OU OVVUIlEt. 

account of his life: 'E9av11 IKcivo~ 11 {hot; 
 2 See Dio Chrysostom's remarkable disofl~n: floP~~v fl6re Ttva ldiav lXc.Jv, i'1fep course on the knowledge of the gods. Oral. 
de VQVV, Kal1fuv TO vo"rov Mpv/-,ivo!:' 'til oil XII. ed. Reiske. II. Vol. I. p. 405, et seq.
leal lyiJ u1fa~ /.iyc.J 1fA"muCat Kat tv(J-&~vat, 8 In Eusebius Prreparat. evangel. 1. lll. 
and of' Plotinus he says, it was his highest Co 7. 
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tiamty, certainly, had as yet produced no influence on the spiritual 
atmosphere at large. But a new zeal in behalf of the old religion, in 
which men were striving, with all their might, to keep the breath of life, 
was to be awakened by this philosophy of religion, now that the ancient 
rites were threatened with destruction by Christianity, from a new 
positive religious interest; and so there arose, out of those already 
existing ideas, a new polemical and apologetic direction, having for 
its end to preserve erect the rotten fabric of Paganism. Yet artifi
cial and violent expedients cannot help any cause long; and by this 
effort, often too artificial, the untenable character of the religion men 
were laboring to uphold, was badly concealed. These philosophical 
refiners of religion were themselves preparing for after times, by this 
means, many a weapon against the popular religion, of which the 
Christians well knew how to avail themselves. Already Plutarch em
ployed the doctrine concerning demons, as intermediate beings between 
gods and men, for the purpose of defending the traditions of the popu
lar religion, and rescuing the dignity of the gods - transferring from 
the latter many things to these middle beings, who, he maintained, had 
been confounded with the others.1 According to Plutarch's doctrine, 
these demons, half related to the gods, half to men, serve as the 
means of intercourse between both.2 But he supposed that also among 
these demons, there was a graduated subordination, according as the 
divine or the sensuous clement 3 predominated in them. Where the 
latter was the case, it gave rise to malicious demons, with violent de
sires and passions; and to conciliate these, and avert their destructive 
influences, was the design of many of the noisy and rude forms of 
cultus. Such were the ones which had given occasion to human sacri
fices. With this idea, Porphyry fell in, representing these demons as 
impure beings, related to matter, from which these Platonists derived 
all evil. These take delight in bloody offerings, by which their sensu
ous desires are gratified; they prompt to all evil impulses; they seek 
to draw men from the worship of the gods by pretending to be such 
themselves, and to give spread to unworthy opinions concerning the 
gods, and concerning the Supreme God himself. Their delusive arts 
have been successful from of old. Hence those unworthy and inde
cent notions and stories of the gods, .which are diffused among the 
multitude, and have received countenance even from poets and philoso
phers.4 It is easy to see, how well such explanations would serve the 
purpose of the Christians, in their attacks on the popular religion; 
and we can perceive, how the same representations, passing from one 
side to the other, and modified in different forms, might be seized 
upon, sometimes for the defense, sometimes for the assault of 
Paganism. 

It was impossibl~, however, that religious knowledge and religious 

1 Plutarch. de defectu oraculornm c. 12 rE~, CX11rEP t)'rrllptrat~ Ka2 ypappaTEV(u. 
et seq. 8 The 7ra-&llTtKoV and uAoyOV. 

:1 What seemed incompatible with the , In Eusebius Prreparat. evangel. 1. IV. 
exalted dignity of the go~s, wa.s tr~nsferr~d c. 21, 22. 
to them, ravra AE'rovp)'ol~ -&E(JV avarl-&ev
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life should make progress among the people by these explanations, to 
them so unintelligible. The people remained fixed to the externals of 
their worship; they clung firmly to that old superstition which it was 
·attempted to reanimate, without troubling themselves about these more 
spiritual views. Hence Dionysius of Halicanlassus could say,1 "that 
but few take any part in this philosophical view of religion. But the 
many, who are. destitute of philosophical culture, are accustomed to 
understand those mythical stories in the worst possible way; and one 
of two things is the case: either the gods are despised for taking an 
interest in such pitiable affairs, or else men abandon themselves to the 
worst abuses, because they find the same among the gods." 

Again, inseparable from that stage of progress at which the ancient 
world stood, there was, together with a lingering zeal-not freed 
however from the shackles of egoism - for civil liberty, a certain 
aristocratic spirit. rrhis, as we have seen already, made itself felt in 
religion. The higher religious position, which necessarily supposed 
philosophical culture, could not be transferred to the multitude; they 
seemed as if excluded from the higher life, capable of religion only in 
the form of superstition. The great body of tradesmen and mechanics 
were considered as unsusceptible of the higher life, which alone 
answered to man's true dignity,2 - as abandoned to common life.3 

Platonism itself was entangled in this aristocratic spirit of Antiquity, 
and opposed the stage of science, whence alone it was possible to soar 
to pure truth in religion, to' that of opinion ((M~(.() among the multi
tude (ot 7fo}.l,ol,) where the true must ever be mixed up "lith the false. 
And, in like manner, it was remote also from the aim of this new 
philosophy of religion, to elevate the people to any higher stage of 
religious deyelopment; -for which, indeed, it was destitute of the 
means. P10tinus distinguishes two different stages, that of the noble
minded (the (17fOv~(liot) and that of the gross multitude (the 1lo}.lol.) 
None but the former attain to the Highest; the others remain behind, 
conversant with the merely human (the opposite to the Divine.) And 
at this stage of common life, again, are to be distinguished, those who, 
in some sort, take an interest and part in virtue, and the wretched 
mass, as the day-laborers, - the better class of whom, however must 
busy themselves with providing for the daily wants of life; the rest ab~n
don themselves to all that is vile. 4 It was not till the word that went 
forth from the carpenter's shop had been published abroad by fisher
men and tent-makers, that these arist.)cratic notions of the ancient 
world could be overthrown . 
. As it is usually found to happen with particular intellectual tenden

Cles at epochs of transition, that whi~ aiming to hold fast the old, they 
have been already forced to pass beyond it, and so must themselves 

1 Archreol. 1. II. c. 20, ncar the end. 1!"<JV' rol!" flEV tT7rovdatolC 7l'pOr ro uKporarov
:1 Bior puvaVl1or. /Cal TO uV<J, rol!" de UV&P<J1!"lK<JrfpOlr, dlTTOr 
II OU )'<lp olovi"' lrrtT'1<h:uaat Tel T~r apcrilr ail ~v, 0fl£v flcflvnfltvor upcriu: fLEri(Jxe,

{&1vra (Jiov (Jftvavaov 1] &1/rtlcov. Aristote aya&ov TlVOr, 0 de rjlaiJA.Or 0XAOr olov xapo
Its Polit. 1. III. c. 5. Texvc!" rwv TrpOr avuYKnV rolr l1!"lCtlCcC1Tl

4 'U!" dtTTor 0 ivrJftde (Jio!", 0 !lev rol!" pOlr· Ennead. n. 1. x. c. 9. 
crr.-ovdaiot!", 0 dE Tol!" :-ro'.A.olr rwv uvrJpw

http:rjlaiJA.Or
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lead over to the new, which they would hinder in its development; so 
it happened with this philosophy of religion, in its relation to the posi
tion of the old world on the one hand, and to Christianity on the other. 
While the new Platonism was for holding and defending the former of 
these, it yet contributed itself to excite deeper religious wants, which 
sought satisfaction in something better; to set afloat religious ideas, 
in which there dwelt a power unknown to those who expressed them, 
and which must serve to prepare for Christianity a way of introducing 
itself into the culture of the times. There was called forth, by the 
influence of this particular direction of mind on religious life, a longing 
which tended to a different end. But by this undefined longing, ac
companied with no clear conciousness of its import, ardent spirits 
were also exposed to many dangerous delusions, before they could find 
the satisfying object. This state of feeling drew out fanatics, and 
procured for them a hearing. 

There were roving about at that time in the Roman empire, which 
united together the East and the West, numbers who boasted of divine 
revelations and supernatural powers, men in whom, as usually happens 
in such times of religious ferment, the 8elf-deception of fanaticism was 
mixed with more or less of intentional fraud. For an example, we 
may mention that Alexander of Abonoteichus, in Pontus, whose life 
Lucian has written in his usual satiric manner, and who, all the way 
from Pontus to Rome, found believers in his pretended arts of magician 
and soothsayer, and was reverenced and consulted as a prophet, even 
by men of the first standing. Doubtless, to the better class belonged 
Apollonius of Tyana, famous in the age of the apostles. It is impos
sible, however, to form any certain judgment of his character, so 
imperfect are our means of information. Those who, like Philostratus, 
(at the close of the second century,) attempted, with their marvellous 
stories, to represent him as a hero of the old popular religion, have 
done most to injure his reputation with posterity. He travelled about, 
seeking to reanimate religious faith; but by giving nourishment to a. 
prurient curiosity about matters that should remain hidden from man, 
he also promoted fanaticism. He spoke against a superstition, which, 
in, leading men to suppose that offerings and sacrifices could purchase 
impunity for crime, served as a prop for superstition: he explained 
that, without a good moral disposition, no kind of outward worship can 
-be pleasing to the gods. He spoke against the cruel gladiatorial shows; 
for when the Athenians, who were celebrating such games, invited him 
to their public assembly, he replied, that he could not tread on a spot 
stained by the shedding of so much human blood, and wondered the 
gods did not forsake their Acropolis. 'Vhen the person who presided 
over the Eleusinian mysteries declined to allow the privilege of initiation 
to Apollonius of Tyana, it is difficult to tell whether the Hierophant 
meant honestly, and regarded Apollonius as a magician, who dealt in 
unlawful arts, or whether he was not, rather, jealous of the great influ
ence, unfavorable to the priesthood, which Apollonius exercised over 
the people; for this is said to have been so great, that already many 
thought it a greater privilege to have the society of Apollonius than to 
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be initiated into the mysteries. The words with which he is said to 
have concluded all his prayers, and in which he summed up every par
ticular request, are characteristic of the man: "give me, ye gods, 
.what I deserve." 1 These words do not imply directly a spirit of self
'exaltation; he intended simply to express by them the conviction, that 
prayer can avail nothing, unless in connection with a virtuous life; 
that the good man only can expec~ blessings from the gods. At the 
same time, he is said to have remarked himself, that if he belonged to 
the good, God would give him more than he asked, therefore more than 
he desired. Still we cannot fail to perceive, in this language, a posi
tion in the judgment of one's self, quite opposed to that of Christianity. 

If a letter consoling a father for the death of his son, which has 
been ascribed to Apollonius, is genuine, it gives an insight into his 
pantheistic tendency. At all events, we may recognize here, as we 
may in so many other appearances of this age, the pantheistic element, 
into which, as the unity lying at its root, the dissolving system of 
Polytheism was now passing. 2 In this letter, the doctrine is advanced, 
that birth and death are such only in appearance; that which separ
a.tes itself from the one substance, the one divine essence, and is caught 
up by matter, seems to be born; that which delivers itself again from 
the bonds of matter, and reunites with the one divine essence, seems 
to die. There is an interchange between becoming visible and invisi
ble. 3 In all, there is, properly speaking, but the One essence, which 
alone does and suffers, by becoming all things to all; the eternal God, 
to whom men do wrong, when they deprive him of what should be 
a.ttributed to him, by transferring it upon other names and persons. 4 

" How can we grieve for one, when by change of form, not of essence, 
instead of a man he becomes a god?" f> So Plotinus, when dying, is 
said to have remarked, that he should endeavor to convey back the 
divine in man to the divine in the universe.6 

On every side was evinced the need of a revelation from heaven, 
such as would give inquiring minds that assurance of peace which 
they were unable to find in the jarring systems of the old philosophy, 
and in the artificial life of the reawakened old religion. That zealous 
champ!on of ~he latter, Porphyry, alludes h~mself to the deep-felt 
n?c.esslty; whlCh he proposed .to supply,.leamng on the authority of 
diVIDe responses, by IllS CollectIon of AnCIent Oracles. On this point 
he says,; " The utility of such a collection will best be understood by 
those who have felt the painful craving after truth, and have some

1 Aotrrre ILOt Ta ocprcI.ol1rva. Philostrat. ,leV" 1'0 Idiov, UOLKOVP€vl1 Tt. 
1. IV. f. 200, cd. ~[orcU. Paris, 1608,-c. 40. D Tpor.ov PCTa/3(lCf£L Ka2 obit 9VC1Ct.>r;.
f. 181, ed. Olear. 6 TIrtpilcn'fat 7'0 tv 1Jlliv {}rlov avayrtv 

1I Ep. 58 I\mon~ tho~c pUblished hv Olea lrpOr; TO lv 7'(fJ rra1'T2 {}elov. Porphyr. vito
rius in the Works of l)hilostratus.• Plotin. c. 2 • 

• ea~'aro~ ohJd~ oi-<lrl"o~ ~ Il[WOl' tW>CUlrt, 7 TIept TTjr; tIC t..oyit.>v 9tA0l1o~iczr; in Euseb. 
ICcn%~i"fP ovot: yit'f(1L~ Ol-<lfl'O~ 7J /lOVOV (P_ Prrepar:lt. 1. IV. c. 7, near the end: "Hv 0,am,' TO P~V )'ap l~ o{:C1ia~ Tpa;';'Cv rlr 9t.C1LV EXel cjepiArtaV f] I1Vvczyc.JY~ pUAtl1Ta rll10vTaL 
lcfo~t yiVf(TCr' TO ot: if( 9VC1l:t.>r; rlr; OVC1taV Ol1ot ITEP' TTtV aA~{}ELaV cjdivczvTrr; llV;aVTO
lCara Taum itavaTOr;. 11'07'£ TTjr; tIC itrwv lr.tepczvriar; TV,tDV7'£r ava.. 

• T~v ;';'P.JTl1V oOC1iav, 1] dq pOVT} lrOCriTCZl lravatv M{kiv, Tijr; CzrropEiar; &tu ~ Ten,
W lruaXft, rr"C1' yu'o}LtvT} lrUVTa, -&cor AeyOVTCoIV a;tOrrlCTTOV QuJCZI1KaUczV.

QtO,or, oV0f'clin de "a~ lrpoC1wrrOtr U~LPOV-
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times wished it might be their lot to witness some appearance of the 
gods, so as to be relieved from their doubts by information not to be 
disputed." 
. The life of such a person, from his youth up, harrassed with doubts, 

unsettled by the strife of opposite opinions, ardently longing after the 
truth, and conducted at length, through this protracted period of un
satisfied craving to Christianity, is delineated by the author of a sort 
of romance, (partly philosophical and in part religious,) who belonged 
to the second or third century. This work is called The Olementine8, 
and though a fiction, is clearly a fiction drawn from real life; and we 
may safely avail ourselves of it, as presenting a true and characteris
tic sketch, which might doubtless apply to many an inquiring spirit 
belonging to those times. 

Clemens, a noble Roman, who lived about the time of the first diffu
sion of the gospel, gives the following account of himself. " I was, 
from my early youth, exercised with doubts, which had found entrance 
into my soul, I hardly know how. Will my existence terminate with 
death; and will no one hereafter be mindful of me, when infinite time 
sinks all human things in forgetfulness? It will be as well as if I 
had not been born! When was the world created, and what existed 
before the world was? If it has existed aPtvays, it will continue to 
exist always. If it had a beginning, it will likewise have an en~. 
And after the end of the world, what will there be then? if not per
haps the silence of death! or, it may be, something of which no 
conception at present can be formed. Incessantly haunted," he goes 
on to say," by such thoughts as these, which came, I know not whence, 
I was sorely troubled, 80 that I grew pale and emaciated - and, what 
was most terrible, whenever I strove to banish away this anxiety as 
foolish, I only experienced the renewal of my sufferings in an aggravated 
degree; which occasioned me great distress. I was not aware that I 
had in these thoughts a friendly companion, guiding me on towards 
eternal life, as I afterwards learned by experience, and thanked the 
great Disposer of all for granting me such guidance, since it was by 
these thoughts, so distressing at first, that I was impelled to seek till 
I found that which I needed. And when I had attained to this, then 
I pitied, as miserable men, those whom in my former ignorance I was 
in danger of considering most happy. As such thoughts, then, dwelt 
in me from my childhood, I resorted to the schools of the philosophers, 
hoping to find some certain foundation, on which I could repose; and 
I saw nothing but building up and tearing down of theories - nothing 
but endless dispute and contradiction: sometimes, for example, the 
demonstration triumphed of the soul's immortality, then again that of 
its mortality. When the former prevailed, I rejoiced; when the latter, I 
was depressed. Thus was I driven to and fro by the different repre
sentations; and forced to conclude, that things appear not as, they are 
in themselves, but as they happen to be presented on this or that side. 
r was made dizzier than ever, and from the bottom of my heart, sighed 
for deliverance." As he could come to no fixed and certain conviction 
by means of reason, Clemens now resolved to seek relief in another 
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way - to visit Egypt, the land of mysteri~s. and ap~aritions, and hunt 
up a magician, who could summon a Splrlt for hlI~ fro:n t~e o.t~er 
world. The appearance of such a spirit would glVe hIm mtUlbve 
evidence of the soul's immortality. No arguments would afterwar.ds 
be able to shake his belief in what had been thus made certain to him 
by the evidence. of his sen~es. ~ut the ad vice of a . sensible philoso
pher dissuaded him f~om thIS proJect, and from seekmg the trut~ by 
forbidden arts, to whIch he could not resort and ever hope agam to 
obtain peace of conscience. In this state of mind, full of doubts, un
settled, inquiring, distressed and agitated, he came in contact with the 
gospel, preached in demonstration of the Spirit and of power- and his 
case may illustrate that of many others. 

If, now, we take a gcneral survey of the religious state of the pagan 
world, as it has thus been exhibited, we cannot fail to observe many and 
yarious oppositions to, and points of possible union with, Christianity; 
oppositions capable also of becoming points of union, and points of 
union capable also of becoming oppositions. Opposed at one and the 
same time against Christianity, stood the powers of infidelity and of 
superstition. 'l'he force of infidelity-the sole supremacy of the lmder
standing, denying everything above nature, the wisdom of the nil 
admirari - set itself t<> oppose Christianity, as it did everything else 
that called in requisition man's religious nature. By such as had 
taken this direction, Christianity was put in the same category 'With all 
appearances of fanaticism and superstition; but there was also' an 
infidelity, at the root of which lay that need of believing, which could 
no' longer be satisfied by anything that the present state of the ancient 
world, in religion and philosophy, could afford; just as we have seen it 
represented in the case of the above-mentioned Clemens: and such 
unbelief could be overcome by the force of divine truth in the gospel; 
the unbelief itself became here a preparatory momentum to the recep
tion of Christianity. On the other hand, the dominion of a superstition 
clinging to sense opposed the entrance of a religion which proclaimed 
the worship of God in spirit and in truth; and this superstition was in 
close alliance ,,;th the old religion, which had now been elevated to a 
new sway over the spirit. But that sway was somethinrr unnatural
i~ WM a last effort ~f. expiring life: and at the root of a 

O 

great propor
tion of the superstItIon lay, as we have seen, a need seekiurr for its 
satisFaction! which could. be found only in Christianity; - tile need 
o~ .~emp~lOn-of a healmg of the deep-felt schism within-of recon
mhation WIth the unknown God, after whom the conscious or uncon
scio~ need ~as' seeking. By means of an unconscious, undefined 
craVIng of t!l1S sort, many no doubt fell victims to various deceptive 
arts; and. It was necessary that the power exercised by such arts 
over the ml~ds of men, ~hould be overcome by Christianity, before it 
could pave Its way t<> theIr hearts: but there also dwelt in the gospel 
a power to lay bar~ and expose all deceptive arts, and to penetrate 
through every deluslve show, t<> the inmost recesses of man's beinO'. 

~l.atonism prepare~ t~e way fo~ C?ristianity, by spiritualizingO t~e 
religlOus modes of thmking; by bnngmg back polytheism t<> a certam 
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unity of the consciousness of God; by awakening many ideas closely 
allied to Christianity, as, for example, the idea of a redemption, in the 
sense of deliverance from the {l}'77 - the blind power of nature opposed 
to the divine;l of elevation to a stage of divine life removed beyond the 
influence of natural powers.2 But that which is best suited to form a 
preparatory position, is capable also of being most easily turned into 
one of fierce hostility, where an interest is felt in maintaining the old 
position against the higher one which has presented itself; and in this 
Platonism, we still discern the spirit of the old world, though pregnant 
already with foreign elements. The new Platonism could not bring 
itself to acquiesce, particularly, in that ltumility of knowledge and that 
renunciation of self which Christianity required. It could not be 
induced to sacrifice its philosophical, aristocratic notions, to a religion 
which would make the higher life a common possession for all mankind. 
The religious eclecticism of this direction of the spirit could do no 
otherwise than resist the exclusive and sole supremacy of the religion 
that suffered no other at its side, but would subject all tQ itself. Yet 
this philosophy of religion found it impossible to prevent the ideas and 
wants it had awakened, from leading beyond itself, and to Christianity. 
Platonism, it is true, revived the faith in a superterrestrial nature and 
destination of the spirit; but the manner in which the doctrine of the 
soul's immortality, reduced to the ideas of an eternity of the spirit, and 
of the soul's preexistence, became united here with the transmigration 
of souls, failed tQ satisfy the universal religious wants of mankind. If, 
according to this doctrine, even those souls - which applied, however, 
in the end, only to such as had attained by philosophy to the intuition 
of truth - if even those souls which, when freed from the bonds of 
their earthly existence, could rise to a life wholly above sense, wholly 
divine, must yet, after a certain time, yield again to the force of des
tiny, and plunge once more into the circle of an earthly life; this was 
not an expectation answering to the desires of the human spirit. And 
it may be conceived what power the proclamation of eternal life, in the 
Christian sense, must have exercised over a want thus excited, and yet 
left unsatisfied.3 

There could not fail to arise, then, out of this school itself, an oppo
sition of views: on the one side, were those who held this position in 
hostility to Christianity; on the other, those to whom it proved a point 
of transition to Christianity. But then these latter, again, were 
exposed to a peculiar danger. Their earlier prejudices might react in 
such a way as to pervert their mode of apprehending and of shaping 

1 Of attraction and repulsion, of every itpc.J1rOt {Ja(1L"Aevovrat il7r(} iteofr ru yap 
description of Y01Jreia, the ayo1Jrevrov. uPXOV tv lKcUITlt1 lca~ "parovv, {h'iov tUrtv. 

~ We may mention here also the idea of In the Life of Alexander, c. 27, near the 
an altJvLOr (cAl, which God possesses. Plu end. 
tarch. de Iside et Osiride c. 1. The idea S We have an illustration of it in Justin 
of a kingdom of God, depending on the Martyr's account of his own religious his
condition that the divine element in man tory, at the beginning of his dialogue with 
gains the supremacy; - in the language of Trypho, where he relates how he was led 
Psammon, an EgYlltian priest in the time from Platonism to embrace Christianity. 
of Alexander the Great: 'Or, 1ruvre~ av
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Christian truth. In this way, much foreign matter, drawn from their 
previous opinions, might unconsciously be conveyed over with them to 
Christianity. . 

Religious Condition of the Jewish People. 

In the midst of the nations addicted to the deification of nature in 
the form of Polytheism or of Pantheism, we see a people among whom 
the faith in one Almight;r God, the absolutely free Creator and Gov
ernor of the world, was propagated, not as an esoteric doctrine of the 
priests, but as a common possession for all, as the central point of life 
for a whole people and state. And necessarily connected with the faith 
in a holy God, was the recognition of a holy law as the rule of life, 
was the consciousness of the opposition between holiness and sin - a 
consciousness, which, at the esthetic position held by N ature-religien, 
though it occasionally flashed out in single gleams, yet could not be 
evolved with the same strength, clearness and constancy. This rela
tion of the Hebrew people to other nations suffices of itself to defeat 
every attempt which might be made to explain the origin of the 
religion of this people in the same manner as that of other religions. 
It is a fact bearing witness of the revelation of a living God, to whom 
the religion owed its existence and its progressive development; and 
of the peculiar course of training, whereby this nation was formed to 
be the organ for preserving and propagating this revelation. A Philo 
might, with good reason, say of this people, that to them was entrusted 
the prophetic office for all mankind; for it was their destination, in 
opposition to the nations sunk in the worship of nature, to bear witness 
of the living God. The revelations and leadings of the Divine hand 
vouchsafed to them, were designed for the whole human race, over 
which, from the foundation here laid, the kingdom of God was to be 
extended. Theism and the Theocracy must be embodied in an out
ward shape, as pertaining exclusively to a distinct people, in order that 
from the envelope of this national form might issue forth the kingdom 
of God, embracing all mankind. Yet as the idea of the Theocracy 
cannot, by forms and rules from without, be realized in the life of a 
single people, and generally not in the rude stock of human nature, 
unennobled and persisting in its estrangement from God, there could 
not fail to exist here a disproportion between the revealed idea and its 
outward manifestation; and in this very circumstance was grounded 
the prophecy of a future conciliation. The idea must strive, beyond 
the form of appearance, which as yet does not answer to it, towards a 
development more conformable to its essence and fulness; and it con
tains in itself the prophecy of such a development. If history in gen
eral.partakes, .by Its own nature, m~re ?early of the prophetic charac
ter In proportion as there dwells In It a pervadin<7 reference to the 
great moments of h~tory, to that which has signific~ncy as bearing on 
the progress of manklI~d as a race; then the religion and history of this 
people must be filled, m a preeminent degree, with prophetic elements. 
The destinies of th~ nation were so guided as ever to· call forth more 
strongly the consCIousness of that breach, that inward disunion, of 
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which we have spoken above, and the longing after deliverance from 
it. This deliverance is one and the same with the restoration of the 
fallen Theocracy; with which belongs also the participation of all 
nations in the worship of the living God. The appearance of him by 
whom this was to be accomplished, of him who is the true theocratic 
King, forms therefore the central point of the prophetic element, which, 
although unfolded by particular prophecies with special clearness and 
distinctness of vision, yet here, is not merely some accessory individual 
thing added from without, but had been grounded by an inherent 
necessity in the whole organism of this religion and' national history. 
The idea of the :Messiah is the culminating point of this religion, to 
which all the diffused rays of the divine in it converge. 

While the religious belief of the Greeks and Romans suffered a vio
lent shock in the revolutions which these nations experienced, the 
indwelling power in the theistic faith is clearly manifested, when we 
see it preserving itself unshaken amid all the political storms that agi
tated the Hebrew people. Nay, the oppressions suffered under the 
dominion of foreign nations served but to render this faith more firm; 
although the right understanding of its import did not keep up at an 
equal pace. But as everything that develops itself in human nature 
is exposed to the corruptions lying within it, revealed religion could not 
escape the same. Even Christianity, the absolute religion of man
kind, could not be exempted from this necessity; only it .possessed 
the power of coming forth ennobled from the conflict with these corrup
tions, taking advantage of them to free itself from the admixture of 
foreign elements. Th.is power did not reside in Judaism; as it was 
not designed to endure for all times, as a religion in this form, but to 
give place, by the dissolution of this form, for that higher creation 
which was foretold by it. If this form, instead of making way for that 
higher development, would maintain its own existence for a still longer 
term, it must, in surviving itself, merely drag itself along, as a thing 
effete. And here too it will be seen again, that what is designed as a 
preparatory stage, when it attempts to assert its own independence, 
not understanding itself according to its spirit and idea in relation to 
the historical development, may turn round into opposition with that 
higher stage, for which it was its very purpose to prepare. 

What has just been said is to be applied to the direction of the reli
gious spirit which governed the great mass of the Jewish people. With 
them, the theocratic consciousness, misapprehended according to the 
notions of their fleshly minds, served but to foster a national pride, of 
which it had become the foundation. Men fastened on the letter-the 
letter, understood according to the contracted views of minds turned 
only on the world; and clung by the sensible form and envelop, with
out being able to perceive the spirit they revealed and the ideas they 
contained, because there was no congenial, recipient spirit to meet the 
divine truth as it was offered. The sentence was here verified, pro
nounced by our Lord himself, " He who has, to him shall be given; 
and he who hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he 
hath." 
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lly the consciousness of the declining condition of the Theocracy, it 
is true, that the yearning after the promised epoch of its glorious resto
ration, and by the feeling of distress under the yoke of foreign and 
domestic tyrants, the longin& after the D.eliverer, after the appeara;nce 
of Him from whom that glorIOUS restoration was to come, the MeSSIah, 
had been aroused to greater activity. But the same groveling sense 
which led to a misapprehension of the nature of the Theocracy gen
erally, could not fail to lead also to a misapprehension of this idea, which 
forms the central point and mark towards which the whole Theocracy 
was aiming. From that worldly sense which was attached to the idea 
of the Theocracy, and that worldly turn of the religious spirit gen
erally, could only result a se<!Ularizing also of the idea of the Messiah. 
As the great mass of the people were bowed down by the sense of out
ward much more than of inward wretchedness, disgrace and bondage, 
it was chiefly a deliverer from the former whom they expected and 
yearned after, in the :Messiah. The inclination to the supernatural 
took here an altogether worldly shape; the supernatural, as it pictured 
itself to the imagination of the worldly heart, was but a fantastic imi
tation of the natural magnified to the monstrous. Thus the deluded 
Jews, destitute of a sense for the spiritual apprehension of divine 
things, expected a :Messiah who would employ the miraculous power, 
with which he was divinely armed, in the service of their earthly lusts; 
who would free them from civil bondage, execute a severe retribution 
on the enemies of the Theocratic people, and make them masters of the 
world in a universal empire, whose glory it was their special delight to 
set forth in the fantastic images suggested by their sensuous desires. 

There was a great want of such leaders and teachers. of the people 
as could have instructed them respecting the nature of ~heir religion 
and of the Theocracy, and undeceived them of their erroneous fancies. 
Most of their guides were blind leaders of the blind, men who only 
confirmed the people in their perverse inclinations and in the errors 
thence resulting. Great mischief had been occasioned particularly by 
a fanatical zealot, Judas of Gamala, or the Galilrean, who, about the 
year 11 after the birth of Christ, took upon him!:elf to oppose the census 
or registration decreed by Augustus Cresar. A people that had 
incurred the forfeiture of their liberty, as a just punishment for their 
sins, and would continually incur it more and more; - such a people 
he called upon to throw off, at once, the yoke of Roman bondage. He 
stimulated those, who, in disposition, were widely removed from serving 
God as their Lord, to recognize Him as their only Lord, by suffering 
no vestige to remain of the dominion of a stranger over the people that 
belonged to God alone. 'Vhile others were for awaiting the deliver
ance to be wrought by the power of God, throuO'h the :Messiah, he, on 
the contrary, required, that they should first l~y hands to the work 
themselves. God - said he - will help those only, who do their own; 
but by this he meant nothing else than the resistance of mere arbitrary 
will to a power pl~ced ~y God's appointment over a people that had 

. not understood theIr calling, that had been unfaithful to it, and who, by 
VOL. I. 4 
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virtue of their disposition, were no longer capable of freedom.1 From 
this exciting cause proceeded that wild fanaticism of the Zealots, 
formed out of an impure combination of political and worldly-religious 
elements; a combination which in all times has introduced the most 
fatal mischiefs among nations; as was illustrated, indeed, by the his
tory of this people down to the period of their total extinction as a 
State. When John the Baptist, after his call from God to become a 
preacher of repentance, caused a divine voice to be heard in the wilder
ness of the degenerate people, sought to bring them to the conscious
ness that it was by the disposition of the heart the way must be pre
pared for the regeneration of the Theocracy, and directed the longing 
wishes of his contemporaries away from the earthly to the divine, yet 
notwithstanding the great effect which he produced by the command
ing power of his words, he found little sympathy with that which was 
the true aim and spirit of his preaching, and at last fell the victim of 
a league struck between worldly and spiritual tyranny - a martyr to 
that truth, which, with a denunciatory zeal that regarded no conse
quences, he held up against all the wickedness of his age. The death 
of John foreshadowed the fate which was to terminate the earthly 
course of one greater than himself, to bear witness of, and prepare the 
way for whom, was his divine vocation. 

Incomprehensible, therefore, to men given up to such blindness, was 
what the Son of God told them of the true freedom, which he had 
been sent from heaven to bestow on those who sighed under the bon
dage of sin. As 'with their earthly sense they knew not the Father, 
so also they could not discern in Jesus, the Son; because they had no 
ear for the voi~e of the Father, witnessing of him, in the wants of the 
human heart The same temper which made them disregard the 
warning prophetic words of John the Baptist, rendered them deaf also 
to the warning call of the greatest among all the prophets; and as he 
had foretold them, they became, even to their ruin, through the influ
ence of the same disposition, a prey to the artful designs of every 
false prophet who knew how to flatter the wishes which such a dispo
sition inspired. 'When the temple of Jerusalem was already in flames, 
one of those false prophets could persuade crowds of the people, that 
God was about to show them the way of deliverance by a miraculous 
sign, - such a sign as they had often demanded of him who would 
have shown them the true way to true deliverance, and who did refer 
them to the true signs of God in history, - and thousands of deluded 
men fell victims to the flames or to the Roman sword. Josephus, who 
was no Christian, but who contemplated with less prejudice than others 
the fate of his nation, of which he was an eye-witness, closes his recital 
of this event with the following remarkable words: " The unhappy peo
ple would suffer themselves, at that time, only to be cheated by impos
tors who were bold enough to lie in the name of God. But to the mani
fest prodigies that portended the approaching destruction they paid no 
regard; they had no faith in them: -like men wholly infatuated, and 

1 Joseph. ArchreoI. 1. XVIII. c. I, de B. J. 1. n. c. 8, ~ 1. 
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as if they had neither eyes nor soul, they heeded not what God was 
announcing. " 

Among the Jewish theologians in Palestine, we find the three 
different main directions, which are commonly observed to make their 
appearance in opp.osition to each other, on the decay of the forms of a 
positive religion. First, the traditional tendency, which mixes up with 
the original religion many foreign elements, aiming to combine all 
these into an artificially constituted whole; which holds tenaciously to 
form and letter, without the living spirit; and substitutes, in the place 
of the real essence of the religion, an effete orthodoxy and a dead 
ceremonial. Thus is there called forth, in the next place, the reaction 
of a reforming tendency; but a reaction which, if it has proceeded 
rather from the intelligential than from the religious element, if the 
sense of negation rather than the positive religious interest predomi
nates, easily swerves from the just moderation in polemics, and runs 
into the extreme of expunging, together with the foreign elements, much 
that is genuine and good. But the unsatisfied want which both these 
tendencies leave in men of more profound and warmer feelings, usually 
impels the latter to another reaction, - the reaction of a predominantly 
subjective tendency, of predominant feeling and intuition by the 
feelings, which, as opposed to the tendencies aboye described, is desig
nated by the name of mysticism. These three main directions of the 
religious spirit, which often recur under different forms, we recognize, 
in the present case, in the three classes called the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees and the Essenes. 

The Pharisees 1 stood at the summit of legal Judaism. They fenced 
round the Mosaic law with a multitude of so-called " hedges," whereby 
its precepts were to be guarded against every possible infringement. 
Thus it came about, that, under this pretext, many new statutes were 
added by them, particularly to the ritual portion of the law. These 
they contrived, by an arbitrary method of interpretation, - a method 
which in part tortured the letter and in part was allegorical, - to find 
in the Pentateuch; appealing at the same time to an oral tradition, 
as furnishing both the key to right exposition, and the authority for 
their doctrines. They were venerated by the people as the holy men, 
and stood at the head of the hierarchy. An asceticism, alien to the 
original Hebrew spirit, but easily capable of entering into 'union with 
the le~al sectarianism at its most extravagant pitch, was wrought by 
them mto a system. We find among them a great deal that is similar 
to the consiliis evangelicis, and to the rules of Monachism in the later 
church. On painful ceremonial observances they often laid greater 
stress than on good morals. To a rigid austerity in the avoidance of 
every ev~n. seeming. transg~ession of ritual precepts, they 'United an 
eMY sophistical casUlstry whlCh knew how to excuse many a violation 

1 The name is derived from" parash" the sense, "to set apart," parush, ~~.,~, 
~~~; either in the sense "to expound:" which indeed sounds nearer like the Greek 
whence "poresh, rtJJin, the l~1'/Y"lrit~ TOU l/Jap((1aio~, one separated from the profane 
vO/lov /CaT' Uoxitv, a. title claimed by the multitude, the r:)~~ Ol!· one who would 
Pharisees, according to Josephus j or in be regarded as holy 
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of the moral law. Besides those who made it their particular business 
to interpret the law and its supplemental traditions, there were among 
them those, also, who knew how to introduce into the Old Testament, 
by allegorical interpretation, a peculiar Theosophy; and this they 
propagated in their schools; - a system which, starting from the 
development of certain ideas really contained in the Old Testament in 
the germ, had grown out of the fusion of these with elements derived 
from the Zoroastrian or Parsic system of religion; and at a later 
period, after the time of Gamaliel, with such also as had been derived 
from Platonism. Thus to a ritual.and legal tradition came to be added 
a speculative and theosophic one.! 

It would be as wrong, certainly, to confound these Pharisees together 
in one class, as to pursue the same course with the later monks. Wf; 

must distinguish among them the several gradations of honestly meant 
though misguided zeal, till it diverges to mock-holiness and hypocrisy 
thirsting for power. Although the egoistic interest of an hierarchial 
caste was the governing principle with many, yet there were some for 
whom the legal way, with all its efforts and conflicts, possessed perfect 
truth; some who had been led, by their course of life, to pass through 
the same painful experiences of which Paul, the former Pharisee, 
bears witness in the seventh of his epistle to the Romans. But 
one thing was wanting to them; the humility with which those who 
feel the poverty of their own spirit, go forth to meet the divine grace. 

The Sadducees were for restoring the original Mosaic religion in its 
purity, and expunging every thing that had been added by Pharisaic 
traditions. But as they did not follow out the thread of historical 
progre88 which marked the development of the divine revelations, but 
arbitrarily cut it short, so they could not understand the original 
Theism in the Jewish religion. That direction of mind which shows 
hostility to the progressive development of the religious consciousness, 
required by what was already contained or implied in the original, 
cannot fail to misunderstand the original itself, - cannot fail to seize it 
on a single side and to mutilate it. The Sadducees were too deficient 
in the more profound sense of religion and of the religious need, to be 
able to distinguish the genuine from the spurious in the Pharisaic 
theology. . 

Directly at variance as were the two systems of Phariseeism and 
Sadduceeism, still they had something in common. This was the one
sided legal principle which they both maintained. And indeed by the 
Sadducees this principle was seized and held after a manner still more 
exclusively one-sided than by the other sect; since with them all 
religious interest was confined to this point; and since they misinter
preted or denied every thing else that belon{fed to the more fully 
developed faith of the Old Testament. Moreov~r, the essential charac
ter of the law in its spirit, as distinguished from its national and 

1 In what is here said, I have taken into Testament, has made against the manner 
view the well-grounded objections which in which the subject was presented by me 
Dr. Schneck en burger, in the seventh Dis- before. 
sertation of his Introduction to the New 
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temporal form, in its strictness and dignity, was recognized by them 
still less than by the Pharisees. While the Pharisees attributed the 
highest value to ritual and ascetic works of holiness, with the Saddu
cees - as, perhaps, the name they gave themselves may denote
upriO'htness in the relations of civil society passed for the whole. 
StartinO' from this principle, there was nothing in their view of morality 
which presented a point of contact for the feeling of religious need, 
which most readily emerges from the depth of the moral life. Add to 
this~ that they ascribed divine authority, an authority binding on 
religious conviction, only to the Pentateuch.l The observance of the 
law, understood after their own way, was for them the only thing fixed 
and certain; in respect to all other things, they were inclined to doubt 
and disputation.2 

As the belief in the spirit's destination for an eternal existence 
beyond this earth found no recipiency in this, their one-sided intelli
gential direction of mind, holding converse only with the worldly, 
they expressly denied the doctrines of the resurrection and of the 
immortality of the spirit, because no such doctrines could be proved 
from the letter of the Pentateuch alone. These doctrines they reckoned 

1 Ready as I am to acknowledge the 
weight of the arguments brought by Winer 
(in his Biblische Realworterbuch) against 
the statement here made, yet I cannot be 
induced to abandon it. Very true, it does 
not admit of being proved from the passa
ges of Josephus, that the Sadducees denied 
the authority of all other books of the 
canon. It is only evident from those pa~
sages, that they were opponents of tra(h
tionj and were for deriving the suhstance 
of the legal preccpts to be ohserved from 
the letter of the law alone, without allowing 
validity, in this re~ard, to nny other source 
of knowledge. But neither can it by any 
means be proved from them, that they 
judged respecting the canon prccisely as 
did the Pharisees. Although Josephus, (c. 
Apion. c. 8.) taking his position on the 
ground of Jewish orthodoxy, might thus 
describe the canon as of universal valillity, 
yet it by no means follows, that that hete
rodox sect, which departed in so many oth
er things from what was clsewhere consid
ered as important for the religious interest, 
-that this sect might not also differ from 
the same in their judgment concerning the 
canon. If the Sadducees, notwithstandin .. 
their denial of doctrines so important t~ 
the general religious interest as' those of 
personal immortality and of the resurrec
tion, could yet attain to the most consider
able offices of the state, how was an opin
ion concerning the canon, which~ccrtainlv 
had no such vital connection with practi
cal life, to offer any obstacle to this promo
tion 1 Josephus says of them, that when 
they were called to administer puLlic affairs, 
they did not venture to act according to 
their own principles, but were constrained 

4'" 

to vield to what was required by the Phar
isees; since otherwise they must faU by the 
popular rage, which would be excited a~ainst 
them. 'Orran yap err' apxa~ 7rapD,:ctoL£v, 
uKovalc.Jr pEV Kat KaT' UVlL)'KnV, rrporxc.Jpova, 
0' ouv ol~ 11 9apL(ralo~ Aeyet, ola 1'0 fLfJ <LA
ACJr civeKTOtJr yevtaifat 1'oi~ rrATr&ealv. Ar
chreo1. 1. XVIII. e. 1, ~ 4. These words 
rcfer immediately, without doubt, to church 
principles of administration; yet I cannot 
avoid the inference from analogy, that the 
Sadducees would have acted in precisely 
the same way, in regard to other things, not 
less important in their relation to the com
mon religious interest; such, for instance, as 
their denial of immortality; that is, would 
have made no public demonstration of their 
real convictions, although it must necessari
ly have been the case, that, with such differ
ence of opinions, violent contentions would 
sometimes arise in the Sanhedrim. See 
Acts, 23: 9. So now, there may have been 
1\ distinction of an exoteric and esoteric 
position in their judgment concerning the 
canon; and while manifesting a certain 
respect for the whole canon, they may have, 
notwithstanding this, ascribed a decisive 
authority, in matters of faith, to the Pen
tateuch alone. Indeed, it cannot well be 
conceived, how they could reconcile the 
acknowledgement of an equal authority 
belonging to all the books of the Old Tes
tament, with their denial of immortality 
and of the resurrection. 

2 Josephus describes the skeptical ten
dency of the Sadducees in Archreol. I. 
XVIII. c. 1, § 4: cf>vJ.aKik oe ovoafLwv 
Tlfl(jv fleTarrOl.nalr aVToi~ 7} TWV VCJfl~v, 
llpor yap TOVr (iloaC1KuAovr aOfptar Fiv peTta
(1LV, Upcf>lAoyeiv apeT1}V aplfi{loi;atv. 
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also among the foreign additions that had been made to the original 
doctrines of Moses, from which additions they were wishing to purify 
Judaism. To such a direction of mind, it is ever peculiar to declare 
all doctrines surreptitious, which do not lie, expressed in so many words, 
in the religious records still recognized as authoritative, although these 
doctrines may be contained there in the spirit, including within itself 
the germ of a future development. But it is more difficult to conceive 
how the Sadducees found it possible to reconcile their denial of a world 
of spirits and of the existence of angels 1_to which denial they were 
impelled by the same direction of mind - with their principle of 
recognizing everything as religious doctrine which could be shown to 
lie, in so many words, in the Pentateuch. It is easy to see here, how 
they were seeking for their own opinions, which had originated and 
were grounded in a state of mind wholly peculiar to themselves, a point 
of union and support in the authority which they recognized only just 
so far as the case admitted. Most probably, in explaining the angelic 
appearances, (the Angelophaniai,) they departed from their principle 
of literal interpretation, and considered them merely as visions by 
which God revealed himself to the Fathers. 2 

Although it cannot be proved, from the notices of Josephus, that they 
denied a special Providence, yet it is clear, that in strict conformity with 
their tendency to negation, they made God, as far as possible, an idle 
spectator of the affairs of the world, taking much less share in the 
concerns of men than the Theocratic principle required. Their direction 
of mind must have impelled them ever nearer to a Deism which 
abolished all revelation, and consequently, also, the essence of the 
Jewish religion itself, though at the outset they had simply in view 
the restoration of that religion to its primitive simplicity. The prin
ciple of their spiritual bent must have led them further than they 
intended themselves to go. In perfect harmony with this mode of 
thinking was also the severe, cold, heartless disposition which Josephus 
ascribes to the Sadducees. According to his account, they were for 
the most part persons of wealth, who led a life of ease, and, satisfied 
with earthly enjoyments, would open their minds to no higher aspi
rations. 8 

1 Acts, 23, 8. 
2 As we are to infer from Origen's words, 

if we compare them with a passage in Jus
tin Martyr, (Dialog. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 358, 
ed. Colon,) where he speaks of a party 
among the Jewish theolos-ians, that denied 
the personal existence ot angels, and ex
plained all appearances of them as merely 
transient forms of the manifestation of a. 
divine power, which God caused to go out 
from himself and then withdrew. Origen, 
in the words alluded to, ascribes to the 
Sadducees, oo;a~ 'Tiep/' ayyiAc.w, cJ~ oilX 
imapxovTC.w, at..t..a TP0'TiOt..oyovpJ:vwv TWV 
'Tiep' aVTwv uvayeypa!levwv Kat !l'l/(5'i:v cJ~ 
'TipOr T~V IC1Toptav u.t..'l/{H:~ lXDVTWV. It may 
admit of some question, whether Origen 
was following here some historical accounts, 

or merely allowing himself to conclnde, 
from the necessary connection of ideas in 
his own mode of thinking, that if they did 
not ascribe literal truth to the narratives of 
the angelic appearances, they must then 
have explained them allegorically. The 
comparison of his statement, however, with 
that of Justin Martyr, renders the former 
the more probable. 

3 AlthouO'h Josephus was himself 0. Phar
isee, yet we"'have no reason to suspect what 
he says of the Sadducees, for he constantly 
shows himself impartial in his judgments ; 
he moreover frequently exposes, without re
serve, the bad traits of the Pharisees, and 
we have no cause, therefore, to charge him 
here with malicious feelings, injurious to 
the truth. Certainly we cannot infer from 
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It remains, that we should speak of the Essenes or Essreans, whose 
relation to the two parties just described has already been exhibited 

, in a general manner. About two centuries before the birth of Christ, 
there arose,in the quiet country lying on the west side of the Dead Sea, 
a society of piously disposed men, who, in these solitudes, sought a 
refuge from reigning corruptions, from the storms and conflicts of the 
world and the 'strifes of parties; precisely as the monastic system 
sprung up at a later period. Thus they are described by the elder 
Pliny, who felt constrained to express a sort of respect for their inde
pendence and their contentment within themselves. "On the western 
border of that lake," says he, "dwell the Essenes, at a sufficient dis
tance from the shore to avoid its pestilent effluvia - a race entirely by 
themselves, and, beyond every other in the world, deserving of won
der; men living in communion with nature; without wives, without 
money. Every day, their number is replenished by a new troop of set
tlers, since they are much visited by those whom the reverses of fortune 
have driven, tired of the world, to their modes of living. Thus hap
pens, what might seem incredible, that a community in which no one is 
born, yet continues to subsist through the lapse of centuries. So fruit
ful for them is disgust of life in others."! From this first seat of the 
Essenes, colonies of them had been formed in other parts of Palestine; 
in remote and solitary districts of the country, which must have 
answered best to their original design, but also in the midst of villages 
and towns. A transplantation of this sort would naturally lead to 
many deviations from the original strictness of their principles, to many 
alterations of their discipline. Although there was one class of Esse
nes who, as we may gather from the accounts of Josephus, were will
ing to act as magistrates, yet it is evident that these, residing amidst 
civil society, could not observe all those rules which bound, with the 
force of law, such as lived secluded from human intercourse. As is 
wont to happen in similar communities, there must, in this case, have 
naturally sprung up many orders of the sect, various forms of relation 
to, and modes of connection with, the original society. Indeed, the his
torian Josephus expressly distinguishes four different orders, of which 
the Essenes were composed.2 :Many contradictory statements, which 
occur in the several accounts of this sect, admit thus of being most 
easily reconciled.3 

the character of the doctrines of the later 
Ca:-eans, who were temperate opponents of 
the Pharisaic traditions, what must have 
been the character of the Sadducean doc
trines. The general question still remains 
unsettled, whether the latter doctrines had 
any outward connection whatever with the 
former, although the heresy-hunting spirit 
of their adversaries would naturally be glad 
of the chance to confound them with these. 

1 Ab occidente litora. Esseni fugiunt, 
usque qua nocent. Gens sola. et in toto 
orbe prreter creteras mira, sine ulla femina, 
omni venere abdicata, sine pecunia, socia. 
palmarum. In diem ex requo convenarum 

tUl'ba renascitur, large frequentantibus, quos 
,·ita. fessos ad mores eorum fortunre fluctus 
agitat. Natur. hist.l. V. c. 15. 

2 Josephus cites f1o£pa~ Ti(1(1apa~ of Es
senes, B. J. l. II. c. 8, 4 10, which several 
grades, it is true, would, according to his 
testimony, have reference simply to the 
length of time spent in this community; 
but from the marks which are given, we 
may doubtless infer, that there were other 
modes of classification among them besides 
that whieh bore reference to the circum
stance just mentioned. 

3 As, for instance, while Pliny makes 
them reside only on the border of the Dead 
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If we may always distinguish, among mystic sects, the more practi
cal and the more speculatively inclined, we must reckon the Essenes 
with the former class, without overlooking in them, however, at the 
same time, a certain speculative and Theosophic element. This, their 
peculiar mystic turn, might have sprung, in the first place, indepen
dently of external influences, out of the deeper religious sense of the 
Old Testament, a spiritualization of the letter, proceeding from the tem
per of mind which gave birth tQ the allegoric interpretation. Such 
mysticism has made its appearance, after much the same manner, 
among people of the most diverse character,-among the Hindoos, the 
Persians, and Christian nations. It would lead, certainly, to the great
est mistakes, if from the resemblance of such religious phenomena, 
whose relationship can be traced to their common ground of origin in 
the essence of the human mind itself, we should be ready tQ infer their 
outward derivation one from the other. How much tHat is alike may 
not be found in comparing the phenomena of Brahmaism and of 
Buddhaism with those of the sect of Beghards in the middle ages, 
where the impossibility of any such derivation is apparent tQ every 
body? We are ready to admit, however, that the Essenean mysticism, 
although it did not spring originally from any outward cause of excite
ment, yet, having once made its appearance, received into itself many 
foreign elements. But should the question now arise - whence did 
these elements come? - we find our thoughts reverting far more natu
rally to old Oriental, to Parsic, Chaldaic elements - many ideas from 
that source having been propagated, since the time of the exile, among 
the Jews - than to elements of Alexandrian Platonism, according to 
the usual supposition at the present time; for it is difficult to conceive 
how the latter could already have. exerted so powerful and wide
extended an influence in Palestine, at the period when this sect arose. 
The peculiar asceticism of the Essenes by no means warrants us to 
infer that they must have been acquainted with the Platonic doctrine 
of the ~}.7J, since that asceticism may be explained as well from the 
influence of the Oriental spirit; while this doctrine itself, without the 
addition of the Oriental spirit, would have led to no such peculiar bent. 
We should also duly weigh, that Josephus and Philo, writers to whom 
we are indebted for our most important information respecting this sect, 
have both, though the latter still more than the former, clothed the 
opinions of the Essenes in a garb peculiarly Grecian, which we may 
rightly consider as not originally belonging to them. We must there
fore be cautious of attributing too much importance to many things 
they advance, which have been derived Bimply from that source; 
especially as, in modern times, the Essenean doctrines have given 
occasion to very arbitrary combinations and modes of representing 
historical facts. 

Besides the diversities above mentioned, which must have been 

Sea, Josephus (de B. J. I. II. c. 8, § 4,) says in a. fragment of his defence of the Jews, 
that there were many of them dwelling in preserved by Eusebius Cresar .. (Prreparat. 
every town j Philo, (quod omnis probus Evangel. 1. VII. c. 8,) that they lived in 
liber ~ 12,) that they lived KCJPTJobv, Ta~ many towns and villages of Judea, in pop
rr6A.el~ tKTperropevot, and the same writer, ulous districts. 
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introduced gradually among the Essenes, as they began to relax from 
their primitive eremetical severity and submit to the intercourse of civil 
life, we may notice another remarkable difference among them. In 
strict accordance with the Oriental element of their original ascetic 
turn, was the life of celibacy - a thing alien to the spirit of the 
primitive Hebraism, by which a fruitful marriage was reckoned among 
the greatest blessings and ornaments. Hence we see already among 
the Essenes, that reaction of the original Hebrew spirit against the 
foreign ascetic element - which is analogous to something we shall 
hereafter have more frequent occasion to notice in the history of sects. 
There was a party of the Essenes which differed from the others, in 
tolerating the institution of marriage.1 

It accorded with the character of this sect to unite the contemplative 
life with the practical; but in accommodation to the diversities already 
mentioned, the extent to which this was done must also have been 
various. The practical bent of the Essenes would naturally incline 
them to a life of industry. Such a life was probably intended, as in 
the case of the later monks, to answer a two-fold purpose; to occupy 
the senses, so as to prevent any disturbance from that quarter of the 
higher activity of the mind; and to furnish themselves with the means, 
while independently providing for their own subsistence, of contribut
ing, at the same time, to the necessities of others. The occupations 
of peace were those about which they employed themselves; differing 
according to their different habits of life, according as they dwelt in 
communion with nature or joined in the intercourse of civil society; 
agriculture, the breeding of bees and of cattle, mechanical handiworks. 
They had sought to explore the powers of nature, and apply them to 
the healing of diseases. Connected with their secret doctrines, there 
was also a traditional knowledge relating to this subject. They were 
in possession of old writings which treated of such lI!atters. Health 
of body and of soul they were in the habit of connecting together, as 
well as the cure of both. Their science of nature and their art of 
medicine seem to have had a religious, Theosophic character.2 As 
they strove to explore the secret powers of nature, so were there also to 
be found among them, such as claimed for themselves, and endeavored 
to cultivate, a hrift'of prophecy. A particular method of ascetic prepa
ration, by which one might become qualified for searching into the 
future, was taught among their secret traditions.3 For this purpose 
they employed sacred writings; whether they were the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, from the words of which they sought, by various 
interpretations, to unravel the secrets of futurity, just as the Bible was 
used for similar purposes in later periods; or whether they were those 
other writings, belonging to the sect, in which their secret doctrines 
were unfolded. All this bears the impress of the old Oriental spirit, 
certainly not of the elements of Grecian culture. 

1 See Joseph. B. J. 1. II. c. 8, § 13. 7rpO~ 'tgepa7f'eLav 7ra{Jwv pU;at Te aAefT/T~plO' 
2 Joseph. B. J. 1. II. c. 8, § 6: ~7T'ovda- teal At{JWV ML6TTJTe~ evepevvwvTat. 

'OVI7lV eteT67T'CJ~ 7rep' Til TWV 7raAatwv 'lTVY- 3 f1tatj>6pOL~ ayveiat~ efL7T'atdOTpt{3ovfLe1ICJV. 
ypafL/laTa, fLaAtUTa Ta 7T'pO~ lJtj>eAuav ""vxij~ See Joseph. B. J.l. IL c. 8, +12. 
«a~ cfWJ.laTO~ tte').iyovTe~. "Ev{Jev a'VTolr 



46 JUDAISM. 

By their consciousness of the equality of the higher dignity in man's 
nature, of the oneness of the divine image in all, to which the Old 
Testament of itself might have led them,! they rose above the narrow 
limits within which the developement of the human species was con
fined by the prejudices of antiquity. They considered all men as 
rational beiugs, destined to the enjoyment of personal freedom; they 
rejected slavery and suffered no slave to exist in their community, - in 
every kind of service mutually helping one another. As it was their 
idea to restore back the community founded originally by the Almighty 
in nature, and thereby to reconcile those differences which civil society 
had introduced among men, accordingly the distinctions of poverty and 
of wealth were also done away among them. There was a common 
treasury, formed by throwing together the property of the individuals 
who entered into the society, and by the earnings of each one's labor, 
out of which the necessities of all were provided for, - a community of 
goods, which, however, did not preclude the right of private property, 
and which was probably modified by the diversities already described. 

There can be no doubt that this sect, by exciting a more earnest and 
lively spirit of devotion, by arousing the sense of the godlike within 
the little c;ircles over which their influence extended, produced those 
wholesome fruits which have always sprung out of practical mysticism, 
wherever the religious life has become stiffened into mechanical forms. 
It was owing to their inoffensive mode of life, commanding universal 
respect, that they were enabled to preserve and extend themselves 
without molestation, amidst all the strifes of party, and all the revolu
tions to which Palestine was subjected, down to the extinction of the 
Jewish state. 

They were particularly distinguished, in that corrupt age, among the 
Jews, on account of their industry, charitableness and hospitality; on 
account of their fidelity, so different from the seditious spirit of the 
Jews, in rendering obedience to magistrates as the powers ordained 
of God, and on account of their strict veracity. Every yea and nay 
was to possess, in their society, the validity of an oath; for every oath, 
said they, presupposes already a mutual distrust, which ought not to 
find place in a community of honest men. In one case only might an 
oath be administered among them, and that was, in confirming those 
who, after a novitiate of three years, were received among the number 
of the initiated. 

'Although now, under the view just presented, we cannot fail to 
recognize in this sect a sound practical bent, yet we should, doubtless 
be under a mistake, if, led by the one-sided representations of the 

1 This view naturally resulted both from original difference of races, in virtue of 
the development of the Old Testament idea which, some, by their reason, were destined 
respecting the image of God, and from the and suited to rule over others, and these 
recognition of the origin of mankind from latter, with their bodily powers, to serve 
a single pair; as, on the contrary, slavery them as tools. Thus Aristotle, in his work 
found its justification in the prevailing mode on Politics, 1. I. c. 2, says: To pev dvvape
of thinking among Pagans; their misap- 'VO'V ry olavoi~ rrpoopi'iv apxo'V tpV(1E:l Kal 
prehension of the higher nature common oearro(ov tpvau. To oe ovvupevov rifJ aCJpaT£ 
to the species, and their assumption of an raiira rroteiv apxopE:VOV KaL Qvae, ooiil..ov. 

http:ooiil..ov
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Alexandrian Jew, Philo,! we imagined the Essenes might be taken as 
an example of the purest practical mystics, at an equal remove from 
all Theosophic and speculative fancies,2 and from all superstition and 
slavery to ceremonies. The fact, which has already been stated;of 
their affectation of the prophetic gift, is, of itself, inconsistent with this 
view of the matter; and their whole secret lore can hardly be imagined 
to have consisted simply of ethical elements, but we are here forced to 
the supposition of a peculiar Theosophy and Pneumatology. Why else 
should they have made so great a mystery of it ? This supposition 
gathers strength, when we are infonued that the candidates for admis
sion into the sect, among other obligations, took an oath that they would 
reveal to no one the names of the angels which were to be communi
cated to them. It is confinued again by the cautious secrecy with 
which they kept the ancient books of the sect. Even Philo himself 
makes it probable, when he says that they busied themselves with a 
q>J.ouoq>ta Ju}: uvp.{J6J.wv, a philosophy resting on the allegoric interpreta
tion of the Bible; since every mode of the allegoric interpretation of 
scripture is accompanied, side by side, with a certain speculative sys
tem. There is nothing to warrant us in supposing that it was the 
ideas of the Alexandrian Theology which constituted the basis of their 
scheme. There seems to have been grounded in this Theosophy of 
theirs a certain veneration of the sun, which we have to explain from 
the intermingling of Parsic rather than of Platonic doctrines. It was 
a daily custom with them to turn their faces devoutly towards the 
rising of the sun, and chaunt together certain ancient hymns, handed 
down in their sect, which were addressed .to that luminary, purporting 
that his beams should fall upon nothing impure.3 To this may be 
added their doctrine concerning the soul's preexistence. Descended 
from some heavenly region, it had become imprisoned in this corporeal 
world, and after having led a life worthy of its celestial origin, it would 
be liberated again, and rise to a' heavenly existence befitting its nature. 
This also, which was the fundamental doctrine of their asceticism, may 
be traced just as well to old Oriental tradition as to the Alexandrian 

1 In his writings, above cited. Although men. Indeed, the latter writer was scarce
Josephus, too, as we have already observed, ly capable of looking at anything otherwise 
has given nothing that can be called an ob than in the light of his Alexandrian Pla
jective dcscription of this sect; notwithstand tonism. He must involuntarily find again 
ing that when a youth of sixteen, he com his own ideas wherever any point of union 
pared the different Jewish sects together, enables him to introduce them. 
In order to choose between them, and en 2 I cannot at all agree with those who 
deaw/red, along with the rest, to make him seize upon the words of Philo, in his book, 
self acquainted with the sect of the Essenes, quod omnis probus liber § 12, where he 
though he hardly went beyond the period says, that of the three parts of philosophy,
of a novitiate among them, and perhaps in the Essenes accepted only Ethics, for the 
regard to their esoteric doctrines, was no purpose of sketching out, after this hint, 
better informed than Philoj-yet he might the main features of the Es!Oenean system.
obtain a more accurate knowledge of the It is impossible not to see, that in these 
sect than the Alexandrian· Jew; and his words, the matter is set forth in an altogeth
account, sayoring as it does, with a smack er sUhjective point of view j and besides,
of the Grecian taste, yet wears a more his what Philo here asserts is contradicted by 
torical character than that of Philo, which the more precise and accurate testimony of 
was evidently written with the distinct pur Josephus.

pose in view, of holding up the Essenes to 8 Joseph. de B. J.1. II. c. 8, § 8, et 9. 

the Gr,eeks, as a pattern of practical wise 
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Platonism. The original birth-place of this doctrine is, in truth, the 
East, from which quarter it first found its way into Greece. 

If we may trust the words of J osephus,l they did indeed send gifts 
to the temple, and thus expressed their. reverence for the original 
establishment; discharging in this manner the common duty of all 
Jews, as it was their principle to fulfil every obligation that bound 
them; yet they did not visit the temple themselves,2 perhaps because 
they looked upon it as polluted by the vicious customs of the Jews. 
They thought that the holy rites could be performed in a worthier and 
more acceptable manner within the precincts of their own thoroughly 
pure and holy community. In like manner, also, they performed their 
sacrificial offerings, for the presentation of which, within the pale of 
their own society, they believed themselves best prepared by their 
ascetic lustrations. The authority of Moses standing so high with 
them, there is not the leasl reason for supposing they would wholly set 
aside the sacrificial worship appointed by him, unless it were true, per
haps, that they looked upon the original Mosaic religion as having been 
corrupted by later additions, and among these additions reckoned also 
the sacrificial worship, as we find asserted in the Clementines; which 
however, so far as it regards the Essenes at least, admits not the 
shadow of a proof. Now it is singular, it must be admitted, how, as 
Jews, they could entertain the opinion, that they might. be allowed to 
offer sacrifices away from Jerusalem. But caprice in the treatment of 
whatever belongs to the positive in religion forms, indeed, one of the 
characteristic marks of such mystic sects. And it might well accord 
with the spirit of such a sect, that in proportion as they looked upon 
the sacrificial worship, instituted by ]\1:oses, as a holy service, they 
should be so much the less disposed to take any part in its celebration, 
amidst all the wickedness in the desecrated temple at Jerusalem; and 
should maintain that only among the really sanctified, the members 
of their own sect, was the true spiritmrl temple, where sacrifices could 
be offered with the proper consecration.8 

1 Archreol. 1. XVIII. §. 4; Elr de T~ 
lep~v u.va-&~flaTa TE aTfAAOVTer -&vaiar ovtc 
lrnTeAoi}(n QLatp0poT1JTt uYVt£cjv, c'l~ vOfli
~OLtV, KaZ ot' aUTO eipYOfltvOL Toii KOLVOii 
T'tfltvtaflaror, lc,J' avrcjv rar -&vCTta~ l7rLTe
"ovaL. 
, 2 For the word elpyoflevoL cannot possibly 

be taken in any othcr sense than that of the 
middle voice. 

8 Eyen from Philo's language in the 
tract: Quod omnis probus libcr, § 12, it is 
impossible to extract that mcaning which 
some have wished to find in it j viz. that the 
Essenes gave a spiritual interpretation to 
the whole sacrificial worship, and rejected 
outward sacrifices entirely. 'Errt:Lon KaL lv 
1"ol, fluALCTra -&eparrEVraL -&eov yeyovaaLv, 
ou ~cja Kara-&vovrer, aAA' ieporrperreir rar 
eavTWV dLavoia~ "aTal1KEVa'eLV U.;LOVVTe~. 
Philo is starting here from the doctrine of 
the .Alexandrian theology, that the true 
worship of God is the purely spiritual, con

sisting in the consecration of the life of the 
spirit to God. This idea he represents as 
having been realized by the Essenes, whom 
he describes ns Tllcrapeutre, in the true 
sense of the word. Simply for the sake of 
contrast, he mentions animal sacrifices, 
which were usually held to constitute the 
main part of the servicc; and in so doing 
he by no means affirms that the Essenes 
had entirely rejected the sacrificial worship. 
Not the negative but the positive is here the 
essential point. Had it been his intention 
to say that the Essenes rejected the sacrifi
cial worship of Moses, he must have ex
pressed this in a quite different tone. In 
tMs connection, Philo could have said the 
same thing of himself, and of every other 
Jew, possessed, according to his opinion, of 
a truly spiritual mind. By attaining to the 
knowledge that the true sacrifice is the 
spiritual sacrifice of one's self, one is not 
led, certainly, according to his doctrine, to 
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With such mystical sects, it not unfrequentlj happens, that in con~ 
nection with a bent of mind turned wholly inward, is found a disposi~ 
tion to set value upon certain external religious rites, which seenis 
quite incongruous, two opposite elements being thus brought in con~ 
tact - spiritual religion and slavery to forms. So it was with the 
Essenes. In a painfully superstitious observance of the Sabbath day of 
rest, according to the letter, not the spirit, of the law, they went even 
beyond the Jews; with ihis difference, however: that the custom in 
their case sprung out of an honest piety, while the Pharisaic casuistry 
knew how to accommodate the interpret.ation of the law, so as to suit 
the interest of the passing moment. They not only carefully avoided, 
like other Jews, all contact with uncircumcised persons, but, being 
separated, within their own body, into four different grades, they who 
had attained to the highest, dreaded the pollution of a touch from the 
member of an inferior grade; and they had recourse to ablutions, 
whenever an accident of this sort occurred. In general, they attached 
greater importance than other Jews to purification, by bathing in cold 
water, as a means of holiness. To their ascetic notions, the oriental 
and healthful practice of anointing with oil seemed an unholy thing ;' 
so that anyone who had happened in any way to become thus defiled', 
felt obliged carefully to cleanse himself. They scrupulously avoided 
all food save ~uch as had been prepared within their own sect. They 
would die rather than partake of any other. All this, then, should 
satisfy us, that while we grant a due respect to the religious spirit 
of this people, we ought not to be so far misled as to consider them 
the representatives of a simple and unalloyed practical mysticism. 

Essentially different from the form of culture which prevailed in 
Palestine, was the shape and direction taken by the Jewish mind, on 
that spot, where, through a period of three centuries, it had been wi.;' 
folding itself under circumstances and relations wholly peculiar,
amidst those elements of Hellenic culture, that, transplanted into the
old seats of an alt<>gether different civilization, had on this foreign soil 
gained the supremacy,-in the Grecian colony of Alexandria in Egypt .. 
From an intermingling of Hellenic and Jewish mind, proceeded· 
forth here one of the most influential of appearances, which had air 
important bearing, particularly on the process of the development of 
Christianity in human thought. 'Ve see here, how that great historical 
event, which, more than three hundred years before the birth of Christ, 
shattered the nations of the East, should serve to prepare the way for 
such a process. The world-subduing arms of Alexander, as afterwards 
the weapons of Rome, were to subserve the highest aim of man's his
tory, by uniting and bringing within the influence of each other, parts 
hitherto separated, so that the minds of men might be prepared to 

set aside the outward sacrificial worship. rifice" in the second instance differentlv from 
In this case, therefore, there is not the least that in the first, as referring to bloodless 
opposition bcnvixt Philo and Josephus, but sacrifices, - the symbolical offerings of the 
he is speaking of an entirely different thing. gifts of nature. In this case, Josephus 
In the passacre cited from Josephus, we can- would have expressed the opposition after 
not, for the purpose of reconciling a contro- a different manner. 
diction that does not exist, understand" sac-

VOL. I. 5 
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grapple with Christianity, receive it into their thought, and work upon 
it with self-activity. Plutarch looked upon it as the great mission of 
Alexander, to transplant Grecian culture into distant countries,1 and 
to conciliate and fuse into one, Greeks and barbarians. He says of 
him, not without reason, that he was sent of God for this purpose; 2 

though he did not divine, that this end itself was to be only subsidiary 
to, and the means of, a higher, - to make the united peoples of the East 
and West more accessible for the new creation that was to proceed 
from Christianity, and in the combination of the elements of Oriental 
and Hellenic culture, to prepare for Christianity a material in which it 
might develop itself. If we look away from that ultimate purpose, 
if we do not fix our eye upon the higher quickening spirit, destined to 
convey into that combination, holding within itself the germ of corrup
tion, the principle of a new life, we may, in such a case, indeed ask 
the question, whether that union was really a gain to either party, 
whether at least the gain was not everywhere accompanied with an 
equal loss, since the fresh life of the national spirit must in such cir
cumstances be constantly repressed by the forcibly obtruded influence 
of the foreign element. It required something higher than any ele
ment of human culture, to introduce into that combination a new living 
principle of development, and to unite peculiarities the most diverse, 
without prejudice to their original essence, into a whole in which each 
part should be mutually a complement to the other. The true living 
fellowship between the East and the West, in which both the great 
peculiar principles that belong together for a complete exhibition of the 
type of humanity should be united, could first come only from Christ.
ianity. But as preparatory to this step, the influence which for a 
period of three centuries went forth from Alexandria, that centre of 
the intercourse of the world, was of great importance. 

In the course of these centuries, the peculiar asperity and stiffness 
of the Jewish character must have been considerably tempered by 
intercourse with the Greeks,s and by the transforming influence of the 
Hellenic culture, which here preponderated. The ulterior effect might 
proceed to shape itself in two different ways. Either the religious 
.element, which most strongly marked the Jewish peculiarity, might 
yield, under the overpowering influence of the foreign national spirit 
and of the foreign culture, and the Jews would suffer themselves to be 
misled, in ridicule of their old religious records, now become unintelli
gible to them, to assort with the Greeks among whom they dwelt, or, 
true to the re~ilSi~n of their fath~rs in the main, they might be forc~d 
to seek a conciliatmg mean betWIXt this and the elements of Hellemc 
culture, which exercised an involuntary power over their minds, and 
which they were moreover induced to make their own, in subserviency 
to an apologetic interest. 

1 TeL {3ap{3apucu. TO'i~ fAA1JV"co'i~ KepUaat, 8 Philo reckons the number of Jews re
"a~ T~V tAAuoa a1fe'ipat. See Plutarch's I. siding in Alexandria and the countries ad
orat. de Alex. virtute s. fortuna, § 10. jacent, at "a hundred myriads." Orat. in 

2 KOLVO~ nKEtV i}Eofhv dpp.oaT~~ "a~ (h- Flaccum § 6. 

a").AalCrnr TcjV OACJV vop.KCJv. L. c. c. 6. 
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We doubtless find some indications that the former of these effects 
was not wholly wanting; as, for instance, when that zealous champion 
of Judaism, the Alexandrian Philo, places in contrast with Moses, who, 
while in favor at the Egyptian court, still remains faithful to his people, 
those renegades 1 "that trample on the laws in which they were born 
and bred, upturn those customs of their country which were liable to 
no just censure, and in their predilection for the new, become utterly 
forgetful of the old." In another passage,2 he rebukes those" who are 
impatient of the religious institutions of their country; who are ever on 
the alert for matter of censure and complaint against the laws of reli
gion; who thoughtlessly urge these and the like objections in excuse of 
their ungodliness: 3 Do ye still make great account of your laws, as if 
they contained the rules of truth? Yet see, the holy Scriptures, as you 
term them, contain alse fables, such as you are accustomed to laugh 
at, when you hear them from others." 4 

Yet, in the main, the power of their religious faith, so deeply rooted 
in the mind of this people, was too great over them to be weakened by 
the influence of that foreign culture; and hence the former of the ef
fects above mentioned, was certainly the more rare, and the latter the 
more frequent case. It was this: the Jews, completely imbued with 
the elements of Hellenic culture, endeavored to find a mean betwixt 
these and the religion of their fathers, which they had no wish t{) re
nounce; and to this end availed themselves of the system most in vogue 
with those who busied themselves with religious matters in Alexandria, 
that of the Platonic philosophy, which had already become a mighty 
power over their own intellectual life. At the same time, they were 
very far from consciously entertaining the idea or wish ro sacrifice the 
authority of their ancient religion and of their sacred writings to the 
authority of a human philosophy. On the contrary, they learned, from 
a comparison of the religious knowledge existing among their own peo
ple with that which might be found among the Egyptians and Greeks, 
to understand more clearly the distinguished character of their ancient 
religion, the divine agency manifested in the guidance of their people, 
and the destination of that people as bearing upon the whole human 

1 De vita 1t{osis L L f. 607, ~ 9. N0fLov~ Jew. In a pagan this scoffing would have 
7rapa{3aivovut, lCa~oiJ~ lyevv~rJ1Juav Kat 1- struck him as no such singular thing. He 
rpWp1Juav, .q,91J Of: 7raTpta, olr fLifL-rpt!: oVOefLia looks upon it as a punishment of the fool
7rP0!:EUTt OtlCaia, ICtvOVUtV hCOt1JTllfLfVOt lCal hardiness of this man, that he soon after 
c5ta riJv TWV 7rapOVTWv U7rOOOX~V ovoevo!: in hung himself; iv' 0 ptapo!: KaL OvuICu:~apTo~ 
TWV (ipXalWv fLV1JfL1]V AafLpU.VOVCHV. PTJoe ICa{Jup'P ~avuT'P TeAevrlJ(1). By means 

2 De confus. ling. f. 320, ~ 5. al fLev of his allegoric interpretation, Philo wishes 
ovuxepaivovT£!: Ty 7raTpiw 7roAtreit;z, -rpoyov to remove that which furnished this man an 
Ka2 KaT1Jyopiav ud TWV vOfLwV peAeTwvT£!: occasion for his scoffing, that others might 
TOVTOt~ Ka2 Toi!: 7rapa7rt.:'luiOtr, cJ!: ltV bu not draw upon themselves a like punish
{3a:~pat!: Til!: u:~eOT1JTOr aVrwv ol dvuuepelr ment. He describes here a whole class of 
XWVTaL. such people, who were waging an irrecon

3 He is speaking of the confusion of cileahle war with sacred things, and search
tongues at Babel. ing for matter of calumny wherever the 

4 Also in the passage (de nom. mutat. p. letter admitted of no befittiu&, sense. "Evtot 
1053, \ 8) where Philo quotes the scoffing rwv ~tAa7rex{JTJPOVWV lCa2 pwpov!: ad Toir 
language of an a~eor and u.ue{3~r, the bit upfJpOL!: 7rP0!:U7rTeLV HhY:JVTWV Ka~ 7ro'Aepov 
terness with which he speaks would seem UK~PV"TOV 7roJ..epovvTwV Toi~ Iepo;;r· 
to indicate that the scoffer was an infidel 



THE JUDAISM 

race; and their conviction that this was indeed the high destination of 
~e Jews, could only be strengthened and confirmed by such a compari
Bon. So says the individual whom we would choose to name as the 
~epresentative of these Alexandrians, viz. Philo} " That which is the 
portion only of a few disciples of a truly genuine philosophy, the knowl
edge of the Highest, has become the inheritance of the whole Jewish 
people by laws and customs." He calls the Jews priests and prophets 
for all mankind.2 He was conscious of the relation to universal history 
Jying at the ground of the particular in the history of his nation - saw 
how the Theocratic people, as such, had a mission to fulfil which regarded 
entire humanity. He describes them as a priestly people, whose call
ing it was to invoke the blessing of God on all mankind.3 He says, 
with this reference, that the offering, presented for the whole people, 
was meant for the entire race of man.4 

, The spirit of Judaism enabled him to understand, that religious truth 
should be a public thing, the common property of all. Considering 
how easily a Jew at Alexandria might be tempted, under such induce
ments as were held out by the traffic in religious mysteries, to set up 
another description of mysteries in competition with those of the Greeks, 
it is the more worthy of remark, how decidedly Philo took his stand 
against every such tendency, greatly distinguishing himself, in this re
spect, from the heathen Platonists. It well nigh seems, as if he found 
cause to warn his fellow-believers themselves against the fascinations of 
mystery, by which they also could be attracted.o "All mysteries," 
says he, "all parade and trickery of that sort, Moses removed from the 
holy giving of the law; since he did not wish those that were trained 
under such a form of religious policy, to be exposed, by having their 
minds dazzled with mysterious things, to neglect the truth, and to fol
low after that which belongs to night and darkness, disregarding what 
is worthy of the light and of the day. Hence no one of those that 
know :Moses, and count themselves among his disciples, should allow 
himself to be initiated into such mysteries, or initiate others; for both 
the learning and the teaching of such mysteries is no trifling sin. For 
why, ye initiated, if they are beautiful and useful things, do ye shut 
yourselves up in profound darkness, and confer the benefit on two or 
three alone, when you might confer it on all, were you willing to pub
lish in the market-place what would be so salutary for everyone, so 
that all might certainly participate of a better and happier life? " He 
points to the fact, that in the great and glorious works of nature, there 
is no mystery, all is open. He bears witness of the mere 'empty mech
anism, into which the mysteries had then degenerated; men - he says 
-of the worst character, and crowds of abandoned women, were ini
tiat~d for money. 

1 De caritate f. 699, § 2: ·Om:p lIC 9lAOUQ O'lrep If'EAA£v fE arravTc.Jv TWV aAAc.JV lEpiiu
,tar riir OOICtf'c.JTaTTJr 7rf:ptyiveTat Toir 0f't frat, Tar v'lrep TOV y€vovr TWv avftpwrrc.Jv
Arrralr aUTT", TOVTO ICa~ &ta v0f'c.Jv ICa~ t{)wv a'lrUvTc.JV cid rrotTJuop.evov eVxar. 
'Iovaaiotr, l'lrtUTT;f'TJ TOV ciVc.JTCLTOV ICa~ 'lrper ~ De victimis f. 238, at the end, +3. 
BVTaTov 1rUVTc.JV t TOV lrr~ Toir y£v7]Toir li De victimas offerentib. f. 856, § 12: 
~eoZr rrAavov a'lrc.J(Jafl£votr. MTJodr f'T;Te TeAeiaftc.J 'T'WV Mc.JvO'£c.Jr .pOlTTJ· 

2 De Abrah. f. 364, § 19. 'T'Wv /Cat }'Vc.Jplp.CJv pf;Te nAeiTCJ. 
B De vita Mosis I. f. 625, § 27. "Et9vovr, 

http:Mc.JvO'�c.Jr
http:a'lrUvTc.JV
http:v0f'c.Jv
http:avftpwrrc.Jv
http:arravTc.Jv
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These religious philosophers among the Alexandrian Jews, of whom 
we speak, can be rightly understood and judged of, only by taking into 
view their entire position,-the fundamental principle of their system, 
which had been formed out of contradictory elements,-as well as their 
relation to the two opposite parties, between which they were endeavor
ing to gain a reconciling mean. On the one hand, they held firmly to 
the religion of their fathers. They were devoted to it with true rev
erence and love, and looked upon the records of it as a work of the 
Divine Spirit. Every thing in these records, and particularly in the 
Pentateuch, passed with them as, in one and the same sense, divine. 
From these, in their opinion, were to be drawn all stores of wisdom. 
On the other hand, their minds were preoccupied by a philosophical 
culture at variance with these convictions. They were themselves un
conscious of the conflicting elements that filled their minds, and must 
have felt constrained to seek after some artificial method of combining 
them into a harmonious whole. Thus would they be involuntarily 
driven to imply in the old records of religion, which for them possessed 
the highest authority, a sense foreign to these records themselves, sup
posing all the while, that they were thus really exalting their dignity 
as the source of all wisdom. 

As to the parties between which they moved, and which they had 
particularly in mind in their interpretation of the sacred writings, they 
were two; stallding related to the two several tendencies, in connection 
with which, also, the philosophy of religion according to Platonism, as 
already set forth by us, had gone on to shape itself among the Pagans; 
- a skeptical, and a superstitious tendency. On the one side were 
philosophically educated Greeks, who used what they knew of the Old 
Testament Scriptures according to their different turns of thinking; 
either with trifling spirit, to ridicule it, or with more earnestness of 
intention, stepping forth as defenders of the interests of true piety, 
to charge it with unworthy representations of God.1 And there were 
Jews themselves, who, under the influence of foreign culture, had broke 
loose from the relibrlon of their fathers, and joined themselves with these 
opponents. On the other side, were those no less arrogant than narrow
minded Pharisaical scribes, who would apprehend the thinO's of God 
with fleshly sense, sought the highest wisdom in little verbal r~finements, 
and by their grossly literal interpretations were led away into the most 

1 Thus Philo, in his second book de plan- religion of their fathers, and inclined to a 
tatione Noae, § Ii, defends the Old Testa- certain species of Deism that avoided an
ment against those who found something thropopathism. But the manner in which 
blasphemous in the expression where God Ilhilo expresses himself seems more accor
is called an inheritance (KATJPOr;) of men, as, dant with the supposition that he had pagans 
for instance, with reference to the Levites. in view; for if he were speaking of apostate 
Ka~ vvv elat TtVfr ri:JV e7rl/loprpa(ovTtJv Jews, his language would doubtless have 
EiJac{3elav, oE TO 7rpOXelpOV TOV AOYOV 7rapa- been more excited and bitter, as it usually 
(11)KorpavToval, q,uaKovTer oM}' oalOV ovT' is in such c..'l.Ses. The allusion is to such. 
(zarpaAer Aiyelv av~pw7rOV ~eov ICAijpOV. pagan accusers of the Old Testament, as it 
We might suppose that this nttack on the seems to me, in a passage to be found on!1 
Old Testament proceeded from Jews, who, in the Armenian translation of'qurest. III 
by the preponderant influence of their Greek Genes. 1. III. § 3, cd Lips. opp. Philon. T. 
education, had become alienated from the VII. p. 5. 

5· 
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absurd and extravagant opinionsl- men who, from their fundamental 
principle of adhering to the letter, and their low, sensual views, came to 
form the rudest notions of God and divine things, -of God's shape, of his 
anger, of his arbitrary will, - and by such notions contributed most to 
bring Judaism into contempt with the educated Greeks.2 

Now the object of those Jewish philosophers in religion, like that of 
the heathen Platonists, was, by making the distinction between spirit 
and letter, idea and symbol, in the old records of religion, to strike out 
for themselves a direct middle course betwixt the above mentioned 
extremes. There was this truth lying at the basis of their endeavors, 
that in those exhibitions of truth which belong to the religious province, 
matter and form are not so related to each other as in other writings; 
that here, where the form is something that cannot fully answer to tho 
immeasurable greatness of the matter, the mind must read between the 
lines with its thoughts directed towards the divine, in order to a cog
nizance of the divine matter in its earthly vessel. This principle had, 
moreover, a special title to be employed in its application to the Old 
Testament, inasmuch as within the latter dwells a spirit enveloped 
quder a form still more limited and more limiting than el~where, 
struggling towards a future revelation and development, whereby it 
was destined to be freed from this confinement. But as the conscious
ness of this spirit - first revealed by Christianity - was to them 
wanting, they might the more naturally, on this very account, allow 
themselves to be guided by a foreign spirit, in interpretmg the religion 
of their fathers. It was a foreign principle, borrowed from the Platonic 
philosophy, from which they started in.pursuit of the key to the spiritual 
Understanding of the Old Testament. Instead of referring its contents 
to the end of practical religion, they were hlU1ting everywhere after 
universal ideas, only hid under an allegorical cover, - such ideas as 
h~ been formed in their own minds from intercourse with the Platonic 
philosophy. To excite the receptive mind to explore these ideas, they 
represented as the highest aim of those writings. 

One extreme opposed itself to the other. Over against that slavery 
to the letter which characterized a narrow, sensual Rabbinism, stood a 
tendency to evaporate everything into univer8als. The necessary 
means of arriving at a knowledge of the spirit contained under the cover 
of the letter were despised. The overleaping those mediating momenta 
of logical, grammatical and historical interpretation, met its own penalty, 
in the manifold delusions which ensued. Wholly a stranger to the 
history, the manners and the language of the ancient people, and 
despising the :,l1es ~f ~ammatical and logical interpretation, a Philo 
found many difficultIes ill the Greek version of the so called Seventy 
Interpreters, in which he was accustomed to read the Old Testament, 

1 Philo, (de somniis 1. I. f. 580, § 17,) de the account of Paradise. He says of them: 
scribes them thus: Tov~ rTjr; P1JrTj~ 7rpay nOAA~ KaL t5vrr&epa7revro~ '" ev~{}eta. He 
paT£i.a~ C109l(lra~ Ka~ AtaV ra~ orppv~ ave says, those sensual notions of God led to 
(17raKora~. the destruction of practic.'Il religion; t1l" 

2 Thus Philo, (de plantst. Noae 1. II. f. eVC1e{3eiar Ka~ oC1i.or1JrO~ ICafJaLpeC1eL tIC{}eC1· 
219, § 8,) directs h!s di~cours~ against those porara ovra evpeJUlra.
who took every thing ill a literal sense in 
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-a version of the O. T. which was not only current at Alexandria, but 
of the highest authority, on account of the story of its miraculous origin. 
They were difficulties, however, which he might have easily solved by 
means of the helps above mentioned. He frequently overlooked here 
the simplest sense, which first offered itself, and instead of this, sought 
a more profound one, which was merely what had been put into the 
words by himself.1 But in addition to this, that mistaken reverence 
for the sacred writings, that exaggerated view of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby the inspired writers were considered merely as 
passive organs, contributed no small share in compelling men who 
regarded every thing as in one and the same sense divine, and wholly 
overlooked the medium of connection between the divine and the human, 
to find at the position in which they had thus placed themselves, much 
that was difficult and revolting - much that they must labor to remove 
by an arbitrary spiritualization. Thus the one-sided supernaturalistic 
element of the Jewish position led directly to the opposite extreme of 
an arbitrary rationalism,2 - an error which might have been avoided 
by that method of conciliatory mediation between the supernatural and 
the natural which was presented in our statement of the views of 
Plutarch. 

Yet these Alexandrian Jews were well aware of the difference be
tween the mythical religion of other nations and the historical religion 
of their own people. They did consider, it is true, the historical and 
literal sense as a veil for those universal ideas, the communication of 
which to the human mind was the highest aim of God's revelations; 
but still they insisted also, in the main, on the objective reality and 
truth of the history and of the letter, and ascribed to both their impor
tance as a means of religious and moral training for such as could not 
soar to those heights of contemplation. Far was it from their thoughtB, 
to deny the reality of the supernatural in the history of their nation, 
and to allow it only an ideal significancy. "He who will not believe the 
miraculous as miraculous," says Philo, in defending the Old Testament 
history, "proves by this, that he knows not God, and that he has never 
sought after Him; for otherwise he would have understood, by looking 
at that truly great and awe-inspiring sight, the miracle of the Universe, 
that these miracles (referring to the guidance of God's people) are but 
child's play for the divine power.3 . But the truly miraculous has be
come despised through familiarity. The unusual, on the contrary, 
although in itself insignificant, yet through our love of novelty transports 
us with amazement."4 ' 

1 We have a remarkable example in the 2" Einer rationalistisch-idcalistischen Will
work Quis rerum divinar. hreres, f. 492, § kuhr." 

16, where, in the phrase lfiJyayev avrov l;CJ, 8 De vita Mosis 1. II. § 38: m ae rt~ TOU

he looks for some deeper meaninO', in the TOt~ ci7rtuul, {feov ouT' olOev ouT' lffJr1lu£ 

apparently unnecessary repetitiOI~ of the 7rW7rOTe. 'EyvCJ yap uv ev{f€CJ~, ort ru 7ra

word l;CJ; and again, in the case where the paoo;a 0.1 Tavra Kal 7rapaAoya {feov 7raloia 

repetition of the noun, according to the elulv, U7rtOWV el~ Tel riiJ OVTl peyaAa Ka~ 
Hebrew usage, leads him to conceive of a. U7rovoij~ a;ta, yeveUlV ovpavoii. K. T. A.. 
two-fold subject, and furnishes him a.n oc t Taiira p.ev 7rpO~ uA~{fetav ovra {favpu-
casion of introducing his idea of the Lo uta, Kara7req,pov1lTat TiiJ C1Vvf,&et. ~u ae 
gos. P1} bJ [{feL Ka£ uv pLKpil 1J Kara7rA/l1TT0f'~a 

TCfJ PtM)lcaivlt'. 
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Still they found individual passages, the literal understanding of 
which presented insurmountable difficulties, - difficulties, it might be, 
for any rational apprehension whatever, or for their own minds, at the 
particular position assumed by their philosophy of religion. Such 
especially were those passages, in interpreting which, the Rabbins, 
who explained every thing according to the letter, fell, no doubt, into 
absurd and fantastic representations; as, for instance, in the account of 
Paradise. Now here, it was beyond the power of the Alexandrians, 
from their own position, to find a means of conciliation between the 
divine and human, answering to the necessities of reason; as, for example, 
in distinguishing between a fact lying at the bottom, and the purely 
symbolical character of a form of tradition. . They were forced to push 
the opposition to the altogether literal mode of apprehension so far as to 
deny the reality of the literal and historical facts throughout, recog
nizing only some ideal truth, some universal thought, that presented 
itself to them out of the train of speculations created by a fusion of the 
Platonic philosophy with religious ideas of Judaism.1 But it was far 
from the intention of a Philo, in maintaining such views, to derogate 
from the authority of the sacred writings. On the contrary, as he 
referred every thing they contained to the inspiration of the Divine 
Spirit, so he recognized the wisdom of that Spirit in permitting the 
writers actuated by Him, to represent many things in such a form, as, 
literally understood, could give no tenable sense whatever; to the end 
that those who would otherwise be tempted to rest satisfied with the 
bare letter, and search no farther, might be excited to explore that 
ideal sense lying at the bottom; 2 to conduct to this, being, in truth, 
the highest aim of the divine revelations. Hence such stones of stumb
ling must be scattered here and there, as means of excitement for the 
spiritually blind.s 

Thus there came to be a two-fold position in respect to religion and 
the understanding of its records; - a faith clinging to the letter and to 
the history, and a contemplation soaring to the ideas veiled under the 
historical and the literal facts. The first was, as we see, in the main, 
common to both positions. Yet many individuals separated already 
into opposite parties, at the point where the higher spiritual apprehen
sion did not admit of being joined with an adherence to the reality of 
the literal and historical facts, but these latter must be wholly given up. 
This, however, was not the only difference between the two positions. 
The difference lying at the root, and which developed itself out of this 
root, could not fail to exert a more wide-reaching influence on the whole 
mode of apprehending religion. From this source sprang such opposite 
views as follow. By those who adhered invariably to the principle of a 
barely literal interpretation, whatever had been said after an anthropo
pathic manner, in condescension to the ~ensuous many, concerning 

1 After pointing out the difficulty of un- 2 M6vov OVIC lvapyiJr 11'pOTpe1r(.Jv a¢lcrrau
derstanding in a literal sense, the account t7aL TOti (rqTOti. Quod deterior potiori insid. 
of the creation of the woman, in Genesis, § 6. 
Philo concludes thus; To (rqTOV l1rL TOVTOV 8 Tu O"ICcl:VOaAa riJr ypa¢ljr, a¢opp.aL 'roir 
pv{Ji:x5ef JUT/.. Legis. alleg.l. II. § 7. TVCPAoir T~ Jlavoiav. 

http:a�opp.aL
http:11'pOTpe1r(.Jv
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God, concerning the wrath of God, concerning His vindictive justice, 
was taken literally. This apprehension of religion after human analo-
gies is, for men at such a stage of culture, a necessity, and subserves 
their interest, so far as it deters them from sin by the fear of punishment. 
But those who occupy the higher spiritual position, recognize in all this 
only a pedagogical element, and purify the idea of God from all admix
ture of the human.! It was an opposition, then, between the appre
hension of God as man, and the apprehension of God not as man.2 By 
this separation of everything pertaining to man, the idea of God was 
evaporated to a somewhat wholly without attributes, wholly transcend
ental; and the Being, (oJ!,) goodness in itself, the Absolute of 
Platonism, was substituted for the Jehovah of the Old Testament. By 
soaring upward, beyond all creaturely existence, the mind, disenfran
chising itself from sense, attains to the intellectual intuition of this 
Absolute Being, concerning whom it can pronounce only that he is, 
waiving all other determinations, as not answering to the exalted nature 
of the Supreme Essence.3 In accordance with this opposition of views, 
is the distinction which Philo makes between those who are in the proper 
sense sons of God, having elevated themselves, by means of contempla
tion, to the highest Being, or attained to the knowledge of him in his 
immediate self-manifeetation,4 and those who have come to the knowl
edge of God only as he declares 5 himself in his works, in creation, in 
the revelation, still enveloped in the letter, of Holy \Vrit ; - those who 
attach themselves only to the Logos; consider this as the Supreme God 
himself; - rather sons of the Logos than of the true :Being (ov.) The 
former, moreover, need no other motives to a moral life, than love to the 
Supreme Being for his own sake; - the principle of disinterested love 
of God. The others, who find themselves at that lower position, where 
God is known only after the analogy of man, must be trained to virtue 
by the hope of reward and the fear of punishment. Philo himself 
remarks, that answering to the two principles in religion according to 
which God is represented in the one case as man, and in the other, not 

1 This two-fold position is implied, in the 
book Quod Deus immutab. § 11, where the 
writer distinguishes that which answers to 
the truth in itself, and that which had been 
merely so expressed. Tov vov{hrijam XUPLV 
TOVr lTipCJr p~ dvvaptvovr aCJI!>povU;errrraL, 
oaa TraLdeiar Kat vovifeaiar, aA': OVX' TfiJ 
Treq,vKlvaL TOWVTOV elvaL, Ail..eKTaL. 

2 This opposition between a positive ap
prehension of Gtld as man, and a nega
tive apprehension of Gtld, to the exclusion 
of all human attributes, and every thinoo 
anthropopathic, occurs often in Philo's wri~ 
ings. The comparison ·of Numb. 23: 19, 
and Deut. 1 : 31, may be said to be cla.ssi
cal with him, on this subject. "Ev pev, OTt 
OVX cJr uvifpCJTror I> ifeor, frepov de, OTt cJr 
avifpCJTror. Quod Deus immutab. 4 11. 
Compo also the Armenian translation of the 
tract, Quoost. in Genes. l. I. ; 55. 

~ OMtflij TcjV yeyovoTwV ldl{l 1rapa/3aA.

AOV!TL TO lJv, ciAA' fK{3t{3uaavTer aVrO TruaTJ~ 
TrotoTT/TOr 1fJtATJV uvev xapaKrijpo!: rilv VTrap
~LV KaTaAap{3uverrrraL, "r~v KaTU TO elva, 
9avmaiav POVT/V fvede~avTo, fl7J ft 0 p 9w
aavrer aVTo. Quod Deus immntab.§ 11. 

4 To this knowledge of God in his self
manifestation, Philo refers in the fol1owin~ 
passage: 1\11, ffl9aVLrrrreiTJr pOL ell ovpavov.1} 
yijr; iJ MaTor; iJ ciipor It TLVOr aTrAcjr ,·cjv fv 
yevlaet, PTJOe KaT07rTpLaaifLTJv l:v UAA~ "LV~ 
rilv a~v lMav iJ tv ao, Ti;J ifei;J, etc. Vid. Leg. 
allegor. 1. III. § 33. And where he says, 
that as light can be seen only by means of 
light, so God, only by his own self-mani
festation. l:vvoACJr TO ¢i:Jr up' ov 9CJTl (3A.l
TremL; TOV aVTov de Tporrov "a~ I> ifeo! 
laVTov tpiyyor CJv dl aVTov povov tJeCJpeiTat. 
De prrem. et peen, § 7. 

I) The opposition between OV and A6yo~, 
ElvaL a.nd MyEcrfJaL. 
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as man, are the two principles of fear and of love in religion.! Those 
that have attained to the last mentioned stage are to him the men of pure 
intellect or pure spirit, who \ have freed themselves from the dominion 
of sense. 

Thus, to the sensuous anthropo4norphism and anthropopathism, which 
characterized the grosser mode of apprehension among the Alexandrian 
Jews, Philo opposed a one-sided spiritualism, whereby the idea of God, 
was emptied of all determinate contents, - the real side of the Old 
Testament Theism, the objective truth, and reality at bottom in the 
Old Testament notions of God's holiness, of his wrath, and of his 
vindictive justice, were totally misapprehended, - whereby all such 
ideas of God were explained away, - a spiritualism far better suited 
to the Brahminic or the Buddhist system, than to the proper religion of 
the Old Testament. We have here, then, already, the appearance of 
a mystical Rationalism, placed in connection with the Jewish Supra
naturalism,. - a prototype of tendencies, which at still later periods, 
more frequently recur, where the simplicity of revealed religion be
comes overcharged with human inventions. The same individual, who, 
as we have seen, protested so strongly against the Grecian mysteries, 
introduced into Judaism that aristocratic distinction of the ancient 
world, between an esoteric and an exoteric religion; and with it, after 
the example of Platonism, the justification of falsehood, as a necessary 
means for training the uninitiated many. 2 

Now it is indeed true, that this mystic Rational'lsm, pushed to its 
extreme consequences, leads to the principle that positive religion is to 
be regarded simply as a means for training the many; a means which 
the wise can afford to dispense with, and which for them has no longer 
any significancy. And this mode of thinking, moreover, was actually 
carried, by many of the Alexandrian Jews, to an extreme where it 
must have finally resulted in the denial of the supra-naturalist principle 
itself. These Jews left off the observance of the ceremonial law, thus 
drawing upon themselves the charge of heresy from the more religious 
class, and may, doubtless, have brought the entire Alexandrian theology 
into bad repute.3 "The observance of the outward forms of worship," 
said they, "belongs to the many. We, who know that the whole is 
but a symbolical veil of spiritual truth, have enough in the idea, and 
need not concern ourselves with external forms." But with the habit 
of thinking peculiar to Philo and his class, and which has been ex

1 nap' lJ POt dOKei Toir 1rpot:tpllptvOtr dvu~ sick. Vid. 1. II. p. 257, 1. III. p. 266, Vol. 
lCetfJaAaiotr TiiJ Tt: " wr (w&pC,)1rOr; Kat TiiJ OUX' VI. Ed. Bipont. These remarks of Plato, 
tJr uvilpc,)1ror; (, ileor" fTepa ovo uvvvrpijvat which were grounded, indeed, in the whole 
clKoA0V19a Kat uvrYevij, 9o{3ov Te Ka~ aya- aristocratic spirit of the ancieut world, ex
1r1/V' Toir ileorrpe1rWr; aUTO dl aUTO pOVOV TO erted, through various intermediate chan
OV TtpWUt TO ayarr(iv ol1cetOTaTOV, rpo{3eiu&at nels, a great influence on the moral sense 
dE eTipotr. Quod Deus immutab. § 14. of meu in the first centuries after Christ, 

2 Vid. Quod Deus immutab. § 14, and de and even modified a part of Christian edu
Cherubim, § 5, in both which passages the cation. 
well.known words of Plato in the Repub 8 Philo de migrat, Abraami, ~ 16: Elu£ 
lic relating to falgehoods that may be jus Ttver, oE TOVr P1lTOVr vopovr uVp{3oAa V01/
tified in certain cases, where they can be Tl.Jv 1rpaypaTC.JV V1rOAap{3avovTer, Til. pEV 
used for the benefit of simple persons or the l-j"pi/3CJuav, TWV de pailvpt.:lr w'AtyIJp7luav. 

http:1rpaypaTC.JV
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plained above, such an extreme, to which his own avowed principles 
led, did not fall in. He says of those more decided and consistent 
Idealists, ,r as if they lived for themselves alone in a desert, or as if 
they were souls without bodies, and knew not anything of human society, 
they despise the faith of the many, and are willing to inquire only after 
pure truth, as it is in itself; when the word of God should have taught 
them to strive after a good name with the people, and to violate none 
of the reigning customs, which divine men, who were superior to us, 
have founded. As we must take care of the body, because it is the 
soul's mansion, so are we bound to be solicitous for the observance of 
the letter of the law. When we observe this, that also will become 
clearer, of which the letter is a symbol; and we shall escape thereby 
the censures and upbraidings of the multitude." 1 

In Egypt, the native land, in after times, of the anchorite and 
monastic life, this contemplative bent of the religious mind, which we 
have described thus far, led to results somewhat analogous to that later 
phenomenon. With a view of devoting themselves wholly to the con
templation of divine things, many withdrew from the world and retired 
into solitude. Philo was one of these; - but he was forced to learn, 
from his own experience, that the man carries his inward enemy into 
solitude with him, - that he cannot flee from himself and the world 
within his own breast. He gives us, himself, the result of his expe
rience.2 "Often I left kindred, friends, and country, and retired into 
the wilderness, that I might raise my thoughts to worthy contempla
tions: but I accomplished nothing so ; - my thoughts, either scattered 
abroad, or, wounded by some impure impression, fell into the opposite 
current. But sometimes I find myself alone with my soul, in the midst 
of thousands, when God dispels the tumult from my breast; and so 
He teaches me that it is not change of place that brings evil or good; 
but all depends on that God who steers the ship of the soul in the 
direction he pleases." Already among the Alexandrian Jews arose 
the opposition between a contemplative and a practical direction of the 
religious life, of which Philo testifies, - the opposition between efforts 
directed solely towards the human, and those directed solely to the 
divine 3 - the Therapeutic life, devoted entirely to God, and the moral 
life, devoted entirely to exhibitions of love for man. Already was the 
same spectacle witnessed, which, at later periods, became a common 
occurrence in the large cities. The opposition of the worldly to the 
contemplative ascetic propensity became the occasion of divisions in 
the domestic ~i~cle. Philo observes that he knew many a father, given 
to luxurious livmg, to be abashed by the abstemious, philosophic life of 
a son, and for that reason to retire from all intercourse with him.4 

1 De migrat. Abraami, f. 402. riJv Xp11aLV f~ laov 1f'aUL 7rapexovre~ dul 
2 Leg. allegor. 1. II. ; 21. IColvc.Jvlar lflEpoV ICaL ra detva ICara ,Jvvaptv 
3 As Philo describes it. Of the latter f7rlICOVCP/,(UV ci;LOiivre~. The (jILAO-&EOl and 

tendency he says: •AICparov ffl¢'0P1JUUftevOL the IjJlAav~pc.J7rot. De decalogo. § 22. 
TOV evuef3eia~ 1rO~OV 1rOAAa xalpetv ~pu f "Ho1/ ,Je /CaL 7rarepar oloa Ola. ro a{3po
uavre~ Tai~ flAt.alr 1rpaYflardatr OAOV avi ,JlalTov, aV(1TTJPov ICaL ~lAOUO¢'OV f3iov 1rat
{huav rOll olICeiov f3iov -&tpa7rtl{l -&wii. Oi ,Jcjv lICjpa7r0flevov~ /CaL dl aldcj rov ciypov
de oMev l~c.J rcjv 1f'pOr av-&pW1rOVr (halc.Jv 1rpO rik 1rolec.J, olICelv iMpivov,. De pro
{,7ror07r~UaVTe, tlvat flOV1JV riJv 7rpOr aviJpw fugis,41. 
ftOV, 0IlLliav nU7raaavro, TcjV Te ar~cjv 
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As Philo was anxious to find a just middle course between that class 
who were entangled in the letter, and the Spiritualists in religion, so 
again, he sought after some method of conciliation between the two 
last mentioned tendencies, the practical and the contemplative, the 
anthropological and the theological. He held a combination of them 
both to be the more perfect way, and looked upon each, by itself and 
separated from the other, as but half the whole.1 The discipline of 
the practical life seemed to him the first step of purification and prepa
ration necessary for entering the entirely contemplative life. Already 
he felt himself called upon to protest against the exaggerated estimate 
put on the ascetic life. "When you see one," says he, "who never 
takes his food or his drink at the proper time, or who disdains the bath 
and the unction, or who neglects the clothing of his body, or torments 
himself with a hard couch and night watchings, deceiving himself with 
this show of abstemiousness, inform him of the true way to continence, 
for the course he has chosen is labor to no purpose. By hunger, and 
the other kinds of self-torture, he is destroying both body and soul." 2 

He speaks of people who, without being ripe for such a step, rushed 
suddenly on a strictly Therapeutic life, the renunciations of which they 
were too weak to endure, and hence were soon forced to abandon it.3 

And he must rebuke also the secret wickedness covered up under the 
outside show of a rigid asceticism.4 "Truth," says he, "may rightly 
complain of those who, without any previous trial of themselves; leave 
the occupations and trades of social life, and say they have renounced 
its honors and its pleasures. They wear contempt for the world as an 
outside show, but do not really contemn it. That slovenly, austere 
look, that abstemious and miserable life, they use as baits; as if they 
were friends to strict morals and the government of self. But closer 
observers, who penetrate within, and are not to be led wrong by out
ward appearances, cannot be imposed upon thus." Philo would have 
those persons only who had been tried in the active duties of social 
life, pass over to the contemplative; as the Levites were' permitted to 
rest from the active service of the temple only after having passe~ 
their fiftieth year. Human virtue should go first, - the divine follow 
after.5 

This ascetic, contemplative propensity, which we observed in the 
bud among the Alexandrian Jews, gave birth to a spiritual society, 
composed of men and unmarried women, which sprung up in the 
neighborhood of Alexandria; a society, whose name simply, - the 
Tlterapeutre,6-denotes the striving after a life abstracted from worldly 
things and consecrated to the contemplation of God. Their principal 
seat was in a quiet and pleasant district on the border of lake :Mooris, 

1 'HpLT£Ati~ TnV Upt~V, OA{JlCATJPOL ol 7rap' UptO'KtLaV Ka2 TOV O'Vvex1j /Ca2 uKupaTov 7r6
aptpOTtpot~ tVcJOKLJlOVVT£~. De decalogo, § vov OVK J:vtY'c6vTt~. Dc profugis, § 7. 
22. 4 L. c. § 6. 

2 Tho tract Quod detcrior potiori insid. 5 TvwpiarrTJTt ow 7rpOTtpOV rij KaT' uvrJpCJ
T1'OV~ aptTij, lva KaL Tij 7rpO~ rrtov O'vO'Tarr1jTt.; 7. J:~ ''1' - _'" ' 

8 Such as went" aVlI.a~ T1J~ lTtpa7rtLa~ De profugis:f. 555, § 6. , 
and rrUTTOV '" 7rpo~tArrtiv U7rt7rnOtO'av, ri;v 6 Otpa7rt1JTcU Kat. rrtpa7rt1JTp,dtr. 
avUTTJpuv oiaLTav aVTijr "a~ ~v av7rVov 



61 THE THERAPEUTlE. 

not far from Alexandria. Here they lived, like the later anchorites, 
shut up singly in their cells,! their only employment being prayer and 
the contemplation of divine things. The basis of their contemplation 
was an allegoric interpretation of scripture, and they had old theosophio 
writings, which served to guide them in their more profound investi· 
gations of scripture, according to the principles of the Alexandrian 
Hermeneutics. Bread and water constituted their only diet, and they 
practised frequent fasting. They ate nothing until evening, for through 
contempt of the body they were ashamed, so long as sun-light was 
visible, to take sensible nourishment, to acknowledge this dependence 
on the world of sense. Many of them fasted for three or even six 
days in succession. Every sabbath they came together, and as the 
number seven was particularly sacred with them, they held a still more 
solemn convocation once in every seven weeks. They celebrated, on 
this occasion, a simple love-feast, consisting of bread seasoned with salt 
and hyssop; mystic discourses were delivered, hymns which had been 
handed down from old tradition were sung, and amidst choral music, 
dances of mystic import were kept up late into the night. The pas. 
sage of their fathers through the Red Sea, on their departure from 
Egypt, is supposed to have been symbolically represented by the 
exhibition of these choirs and dances. As they were used to give to 
all historical facts a higher sense, bearing upon the life of the spirit, it 
is not improbable that they had something of the like nature in view in 
this celebration. Perhaps they considered the departure from Egypt 
M a symbol of the deliverance of the spirit from the bondage of sense, 
of its elevation from sensible things to the divine.2 

Many features of relationship between the sect of the Therapeutre 
and that of the Essenes, might seem to render probable the derivation 
of the one from the other; and this is the prevailing opinion in modem 
times. It might be fancied also that the same signification was to be 
recognized in the names of both these communities; for if we follow 
the derivation which Philo himself favors in a passage of the book 
concerning the Therapeutic mode of life,-and the name of this scct, 
according to one sense of the radical Greek word, signifies a physician, 
and the Essenes 3 so denominated themselves, as physicians of the soul 
and of the body,-it would be evident that the one is but a translation 
of the other. But this explanation of the name of the Therapeutre 
can hardly be considered the right one. On the contrary, it suita 
much better with the peculiar spiritual bent of the Therapeutre, and 
with the theological language of the Alexandrians, if we suppose they 
applied this name to themselves, as the genuine spiritual worshippers 
of God, the Contemplatists.4 The features of resemblance between 

1 'l:ellveia, p.ovaqr1Jpta. mas offerentib. f. 854. llCErat lCa~ ~t:pa-
2 See Philo de sacrif. Abel et Cain~ § 17 : 7rwra2 TOV OVTW!: OVTO!:. De monarchia, f . 

.1tu{Jaqt!: br~ fteov Toii yt:VV1]TOV Kat Ij>f)ap 816. avdpor; [KErov Ka2 if'tAoMov \Yeov P.OVOll 
TOU TO '1T'<lQXa eipTlrat. ~epa7revetv a~toiiVTot". De decalogo, f. 760. 

I After the Chaldee '~~, physician. ol 7rOAAU xaipetv Ij>PUq(ZVTE!: Tair; uUat£' 
7rpayp.aTetatr, OAOV u.vWeqav TOV oiICei01lt Philo often uses the following expres

sions as synonymous: - yivo(, fteparrw {3iov \Yt:pa7reLfjl ~EOV. L. III. do vitA 
Mosis, f. 681. TO ~£pa7revTtlCov aVTOV (TaliTtICOV, yivo!: llCErtlcov, YEVOr apaTtlCOV, a 
ft£oii) rivo£,.lapa~A. = aVlIP opc.JV TOV ~£ov. De victi-

VOL. I. 6 
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these societies, as well in the form of their association as in the circum~ 
stance of their repudiating slavery, as a thing contrary to nature, are 
yet by no means such as to warrant the theory of an outward connection. 
Analogous tendencies of the Jewish mind in Palestine, and of the 
Jewish-Alexandrian mind in Egypt, might have easily produced two 
such mystic fraternities, independently of one another, with a form 
adapted to the different countries. The Essenes owed their origin, as 
we have seen, to the existence of a practical mysticism, which is ever 
wont to be called .forth by such party oppositions as were there mani": 
fested; and the society of the Therapeutre appears to us as a natural 
efHux of the peculiar religious tendency which had developed itself 
among the Alexandrian Jews. 

Neither the Essenes nor the Therapeutre ought to be regarded as 
isolated phenomena, confined exclusively to certain countries. There 
were in this case, more general tendencies, which belonged to the signs 
of the times, at work beneath the surface; and the influence of such 
tendencies was at that time more widely spread than in Palestine and 
Egypt. In manifold forms of appearance which the history of J ewish
Christian sects, in the first centuries after Christ, leads us to recog
nize or to presuppose, this influence is distinctly visible.! 

Having thus given an outline of the different main directions of the 
religious and theological mind among the Jews, we would now consider 
more particularly the relation of the same to Christianity. Looking 
at the great mass of the Jewish people, we find that the predominance 
of the worldly spirit, which would apprehend the divine under notions 
of sense, the rage for the wonderful described by St. Paul, confidence 
in the inalienable rights of their theocratic descent according to the 
Hesh and in the outward show of legal righteousness, constit~ted the 
chief obstacles to the reception of the gospel. Whenever men, in this 
position of mind, were led, under the impulse of momentary impres
sions, to embrace Christianity, it might easily happen, that because 
they saw their earthly expectations were not fulfilled, and' they had 
always remained Jews in their mode of thinking, they would soon 
renounce again in the same outward way, that to which properly they 
had always remained strangers. Or if they continued to be Christians 
outwardly, they were never penetrated with the spirit of the gospel. 
Christianity itself, they apprehended only after a Heshly manner, mix
ing it up with all their Jewish delusions; and the faith in one God, as 
well as in Jesus as the Messiah, they converted into an opus operatum, 
wholly without influence on the inner life. ThOey were such men as 
Justin Martyr describes,2 who deceived themselves with the notion, that 
although they were sinners, if they did but have the knowledge of 

1 The language of Philo himself intimates such Jews, arguing that there can be no 
this, when he says of the Thernpeutre: forgiveness of sin withont repentance:
llOAAaxoii f1.f:V ovv rijr OlKOVfivTJ~ fUTl TOV ,AAA' OVX iJ~ vpei~ U?TaniTE lavTOV~ Kat 
TO TO yivo~. 'EOEL yap ayat'7ov TEAEiov UAAO' nVE~ oflow, vpiv KaTa TOVTO. oE 
p.e1'auxtiv Kat T1JV 'EAAaOa Kat T1}v Bapf3a AiyovUtv, em KtJV apapTt.>AOt WUt, iJE?JV de 
pov. De vita contemplativa, § 3. rtvcJO"~CJUtv, 01.1 flTJ AoyiUTJTat aVToi~ "",pta, 

2 In the dialogue, c. Tryph. f. 370. The upapnav. 
words of Justin Martyr directed against 
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God,! the Lord would not charge sin to their aecount; such falsifiers 
of the gospel as the apostle Paul often rebukes; such nominal Christ
ians as James writes against. But as the Pagans, on the other hand, 
could not be under the same temptation to hold a merely preparatory 
position as the end itself, as Christianity must have presented itself to 
them as in direct opposition to what they were before" hence it was the, 
case, as Justin Martyr affirms, that converts, in greater numbers and of 
more genuine character, proceeded from'the body of the Pagans, than 
from the great mass of the J ews.2 Yet in every case, where the feel
ing of the higher necessities of man's nature, the recipiency for the 
divine element, made its appearance, although it might be enveloped 
under some still predominating element of sense, Christianity could 
find an entrance through all such obstacles. The expectation of the 
Messiah, although clouded by a strong coloring of sense, could prepare 
the way for it to such hearts, and they would then go on to become 
continually more spiritual in their views, through the power of Christ
ian faith. 

As to the particular systems of Jewish theology which have passed 
under our review, it may be observed, first, of the cold, egoistic Sad
duceeism, which suffered no aspiration after things beyond the limits of 
an earthly existence to emerge, that it presented no point of union 
whatever for the gospel. At least, even in that case' where the gospel 
found, as it did everywhere, a medium of entrance in the simply human 
element at bottom, which could not be wholly suppressed, the conver
sion of the Sadducees was not one for which the way had been pre
pared by the previous mode of thinking: and for the very reason that 
the previously existing 1mbit of thought formed here no transition-point, 
and no medium of union between the two, it is impossible to conceive 
of any intermingling of Sadduceeism with Christianity. Where it has 
been attempted to find the traces of such a mixture, in the case of 
some deniers of the doctrine of the resurrection in the apostolic age, 
this has been done without any sufficient grounds, - as the fact may be 
traced to altogether different causes.8 

In the case of the Pharisees, spiritual pride, self-righteousness, the 
narrowness and arrogance of a dead scripture-learning, and the 
absence of what ou: Saviour terms poverty of spirit, were in general, 
the hindrances t? faIth. We must be c~reful, however, to distinguish 
among the PharISees, the two classes, whICh have been already pointed 
out. To those who, from the legal position, were striving with a certain 
honest earnestness after righteousness, the law might, without doubt 
serve in the end as a school master to bring them to Christ. Through 
that painful struggle described by Paul, from his own experience, in 
the se~enth .ch~pter of the epistle to the Romans, they might obtain 
peacs ill believmg. But those Pharisees who came to Christianity 

1 Such vain and empty knowledge of God vovr, aArr{}earEpol ol cirri) Ti:Jv Hfvi:Jv lCal 
as that which St. John is contending against 1I"larOTepol. ' 
in his first epistle. 8 See my History of the Planting and 

~ Justin Martyr, Apolog. 1. II. f. 88. Training of the Christian Church by the 
nAetovar rE lCa2 UA1r{}earepovr TOUr l~ Mvi:Jv Apostles.
~Wv ,a1l"c} 'IovJatc./v lCa~ };a~e(Jv xptaTla
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without passing through any such crisis of the inner life, might be 
liable to the temptation of blending their previous Pharisaical mode of 
thinking with the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah, - who for 
them, however, was not in any true sense, the Saviour,-and of wishing 
at the same time, to hold fast by their righteousness of works. 

In Christianity there was also present an element of mysticism. 
And on this' side it might particularly attract that description of 
religious mind which was exhibited in the societies of the Essenes and 
Therapeutre. But the mystic element, carried to an undue extreme, 
which suppressed everything else that belongs to the purely human in 
our nature, might mislead men to shut themselves up within a little 
contracted circle of feeling and intuitions, and to bar themselves 
against every other influence which might strive to reach them. To 
meet Christianity with that poverty of spirit which it requires, must 
often have been the hardest task, also, for such men, if they must start 
from the position of their imagined spiritual perfection. And even if, 
attracted by the mystic element in Christianity, they surrendered to 
its power, yet they could not have appropriated to themselves that 
poverty of spirit, in any such measure as to be able to receive Christ
ianity into their hearts in its unstinted entireness. Easily might such 
persons be tempted to carryover with them their supercilious the
osophy and asceticism, insomuch that the divine foolishness of the 
gospel must forfeit its true character; and this was the source whence 
sprung many sects, corrupting in their influence on Christianity, the 
germs of which we find already in the epistle of Paul to the Colossians, 
and in his pastoral letters. 

Al3 to the Alexandrian theology, there were· in it, as we have seen, 
two elements, - a mystieo-rationalist element, sprung from the in
fluence of the Platonic philosophy on the Jewish theism; and a supra
naturalist element, derived from the Jewish national spirit and educa
tion. These were blended together, or they might be said, rather, to 
subsist one beside the other, than to be united by any sort of organic 
interpenetration. Unless a new and higher power had come in to 
influence this process of development, one of two things must, doubt
less, have been the final result; either the suprM'taturalist element 
would have been overpowered and crushed by the mystico-rationalist, 
or the latter of these by the former. And if the last had been the 
case, the Alexandrian theology might then have paved the way for a 
certain mystic religion of reason, which had used historical Judaism 
simply as a symbolical drapery. Whoever, now, is unable to perceive 
the significancy of faith in a God above nature - the significancy of 
Christianity as a religion proceeding out of supernatural facts in 
history, - to him this greatest among all the great phenomena in the 
history of the world, whereby the faith in a positive religion was·once 
more introduced with such overwhelming power among men, must ap
pear like the stumbling upon a monstrous retrograde step, by means of 
-which the race was placed ages back from the goal which it had been 
:already on the very point of reaching. Considered from such a' point 
·of view, it could not but be regretted, that instead of a primal type Qf 
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humanity - that ethereal idea of Alexandrian theology, - the Son of 
man must appear in flesh and blood; instead of an ideal word, the 
Word that became flesh must dwell among us. Yet the scanty thoughts 
that are constantly recurring under manifold shapes in the writings of 
Philo, the representative of that tendency, witness of its poverty, 
and show that without the infusion of a new creative spirit of life, it 
must have led of itself to its own dissolution. 

Those two elements, combined together in the Alexandrian theology, 
might operate in different ways, - either to secure a point of union 
for Christianity, or to call forth an opposition to it. 

The preponderance of Grecian culture and of the idealist element 
operated in the case of these Alexandrian Jews, as doubtless, also, of 
others over whom the Grecian culture generally. had acquired great 
influence, - as for instance, of a Josephus, - very much to repress 
the expectation of a personal l.lIessiah. With this expectation van
ished the most important point of agreement and possible union 
between their system and Christianity; but with it vanished also that 
stone of stumbling, which the preaching of the cross must have proved 
to such as gave an earthly shaping to that idea of the Messiah. But 
yet we cannot suppose that the Alexandrian theology could have 
stripped away all those expectations, which were so deeply rooted in 
the religious spirit of the Jewish people, and so closely interwoven 
with the national sympathies and the national pride itself. Even 
Philo expresses the conviction that the :Mosaic law, the temple, and 
the temple service are designed for perpetuity.l Regarding the 
calamities of the Jews as a righteous punishment, he cherished the 
hope, that when they should one day become converted, they would be 
gathered from all the nations among which they were scattered or in 
captivity, by some extraordinary appearance from heaven, and led 
back to Jerusalem. Their piety, inspiring reverence and awe, would 
repress the attacks of their enemies, or secure the TIctory on their 
side. Then would a golden age begin from Jerusalem. Every thing 
would be again restored to that primeval state frotJ. which mankind had 
become estranged by their fall from the heavenly image. All nature 
would then become once more subject to man, and no hostile power 
remain behind to annoy him.2 We see here what peculiar shaping 

1 Vid. de vita Mosis, 1. II. § 3, concernin~ 
the Mosaic laws. TeL oe TOVTOV floVOV {3e
fJata. UUILAWTa flivtL 7raytWr u9' 7U; ~flipar 
typutpT/ flixpt viiv Kat 7rpOr (7rtLm 7rUVTa 
dtaflivtLv lA7rtr UVTeL aii:Jva wU7rep M}uvam, 
lGJr u.v 1/AWr Kat UeA~VT/ Kat 0 UVfl7rar ovpa
v6r Te Kat KOuflor~. And concerning the 
revenues of the temple at .Jerusalem, he 
says, that they will endure as long as this hn
man race and the world. 'Eel>' OUOV TO 
uvfTpCJ7rWV yivor otaflevel, ud Kat al 7rpOrO
dot Toii lepoii cpvAaxfT~uo'VTat CTVvdtatwvi'ov
aat 7raVTt TrfJ KOuflctJ· De monarch. 1. II. § 
3. So far was he from tllinking that the 
temple would ever be destroyed, or the wor

ship of God could cease to be connected 
with it. 

2 See Philo's tract, de execrationib. § 9: 
Ol 7rpO fltKpOfJ u7ropuoer tv 'EAAuot Kal 
Bap{JupctJ, KaTa vquovr Kat KaTa 117reLpOVr 
uVaUTUVTer opf-Lij f'tij. 7rpOr {va CTVVTelVovatv 
uAAax6fTev cLAAot rev u7rodetXfTivTa Xi:Jpo" 
~evayovflevot 7rp6r TLVOr fTEtoTipar iJ KaTa 
CPVUtv uvfTpw7riv'T}v otptGJf: uoql,ov flh lTi
potr. flfn!otr oe TOlr uvauw'oflivotg lflcpavoiir. 
Compo de prrem. et pomis, § 19. Concern
ing the reconciliation of nature with re
fonned man, where he had certain passages 
of the prophets before his mind, consult de 
prrem. et poonis, § 15. 

6· 
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the common Jewish notions of the Messiah's time and the attendant, 
phenomena had taken, in the spiritualizing schools of the Alexandrians. 

Thus was Christianity met in the present case also, not indeed by 
the craving after a personal Messiah, but yet by a desire for the 
universal re-establishment of the Theocracy, - for a glorious state of 
the world. It is possible that, with the doctrine concerning the oppo
sition between the idea and its manifestation; with the recognition of 
a defect,! inherent in everything that appears in the world of sense; 
with the excited aspiration after a godlike life, raised above all sensual 
alloy, might be aroused the sense of a need of redemption, - the idea of 
it, and faith in its actual realization. Thus many of the peculiar ideas 
belonging to the Alexandrian philosophy of religion, as for instance, 
the idea of a mediating divine Word, through whom the world is con
nected with God; of his high-priestly office in relation to the phenom
enal world; of the first heavenly man; of a godlike life,2 might, by 
conducting to Christianity, become converted from a mere ideal 
element into a real one. Christianity might present itself to men of 
this Alexandrian school, as a Gnosis, which now for the first time 
taught a right understanding of the spirit of the Old Testament. The 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas contains examples of such -points of 
transition, through which men of Alexandrian culture might be led 
over to Christianity. 

But it is possible, too, that the mystico-rationalist element in the 
system of the Alexandrian Jews, which, in its self-sufficiency, would not 
admit the want of any new revelations, as well as the Jewish, which 
held fast to the traditional'religious forms as of eternal validity, might 
oppose itself to Christianity. And both these tendencies combining 
together, might lead to peculiar corruptions of it; on the one side, by 
introducing an idealistic element, resolving everything else into itself, 
and the distinction between esoteric and exoteric religious doctrine; on 
the other, by making of it merely a spiritualized Judaism. We shall 
come across these influences again in the history of sects. 

Individual ideas <1f the Alexandrian theology found their way also 
~ into those regions where the writings and studies of these men had not 

been introduced. They were connected with a doctrine concerning 
spirits, formed out of Jewish Oriental elements. There was a longing 
to lift the veil which covers the world of spirits, to have fellowship 
with it. Men busied themselves with legends and fictions respecting 
apparitions of the highest intelligences under the envelope of a human 
body.3 It was s~ch a vague foreboding tendency of mind, impatient 

1 "If God willed to judge the human fLLf uAT/-&LVijf '(,)'flf. Legis allegor. I. § 12.
race without mercy, He could only condemn But such language might easily proceed 
them, since no man remains free from fault from the same common source of the mind, 
from his birth to his death." Quod Deus and it is only the most narrow understand
immutab. ; 16. The uvyycveir 7ravrt rev ing that can suppose, that in every case 
vT/rfiJ Kqper. - IIavrt reVVT/rfiJ Kat UV I17rOV where it occurs, it must have been derived 
daiov 'tI, 7rap' ~(jov ~A-&ev elr revel1LV, I1vfLI/Jv from Philo, or' at least from this Alexancr TO afLapravov. Hence the necessity of drian theology.
sin offerin~s. De vita Mosis, 1. III. § 17. 8 Simon Magus, for instance, who appro

2 ZW1J alwvwf n7rPOf TO ov Kara~vrft. De priated to himself ideas of this thatsort 
profugis, 9 15. Zw~ ILMlOr. § 18. Avva- were floating about in the East. See also 



67 PROSELYTES. 

of the limits of this earthly existence, and aspiring after communications 
from the unseen world, that preceded and accompanied the highest 
revelation. 

Among the remarkable coincidences which prepared the way for the 
appearance of Christianity, must be reckoned the dispersion of the 
Jews among Greeks and Romans. Those of them who were Phar
isaically disposed, took great pains to make proselytes. The wavering 
authority of the old national religions, the unsatisfied religious necessities 
of so many, came in to aid them. Reverence for that powerful being, 
the God of the Jewish people; for the hidden sanctities of the magnifi
cent temple of Jerusalem, had long since found its way among pagans. 
Jewish magicians (Goetre) ventured on many deceptive tricks, in the 
employment of which they were extremely skilful, to produce surprise 
and bewilderment. Hence the inclination to Judaism, particularly in 
several of the large capital towns, had become so widely extended, 
that, as it is well known, the Roman authors, in the time of the first 
emperors, often make it a subject of complaint; and Seneca, in his 
tract concerning superstition, could say of the Jews, "the conquered 
have given laws to the conquerors."! The Jewish proselyte-makers, 
blind teachers of the blind, having no conception of the essential 
character of the religion themselves, could impart none to others. 
Substituting a dead particularistic monotheism in the place of poly
theism, they led those who chose them as guides, often merely to 
exchange one superstition for another; and so furnished them with new 
,means for hushing the accusations of their conscience; - whence our 
Saviour's rebuke, directed against this class of men, that they made 
their proselytes two-fold more the children of hell, than themselves. 
But here, however, we must distinguish with precision, the two classes 
of proselytes: the proselytes in the strict sense of the word, the prose
lytes of justice, who took upon them circumcision and the whole cere
moniallaw; and the proselytes in the wider sense; the proselytes of the 
gate, who simply pledged themselves to the renunciation of idolatry, 
to the worship of God, to· abstain from the pagan excesses, and from 
everything that seemed to stand connected with idolatry.2 The former 
class usually became slaves to all Jewish superstition and fanaticism, 
and allowed themselves to be led blindfold by their Jewish teachers. 
The more difficult they had found it to bow themselves to a yoke which 
must have proved so burdensome to the national habits of a Greek or 
a Roman, the observance of the Jewish ceremonial law, the less could 
they be made conscious that all this should have been to no purpose, 
that they enjoyed thereby no advantage over others, th~t they should 
renounce this imagined righteousness. Hence such proselytes were 
often the fiercest persecutors of Christianity, and suffered themselves 
~ become .tools of. the Jews, in exciting the pagans against the Chris
tIans. It IS to .thIS class, the language of Justin Martyr to the Jews 
should be apphed.s "The proselytes do not simply not believe, but 

the fragment of the apocryphal writing, 1 Victoribus victi leges dederunt. 
nporevx~ '1(J(1~", in Orig. in Joann. T. II. 2 The so called seven precepts of Noah. 
t 25. 8 His words ,are as follows: (Dialog. c. 
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they blaspheme the name of Christ two-fold more than yourselves, 
and they would murder and torture us, who do believe on him; for 
they strive in every respect to become like you." Those proselytes 
of the gate, on the other hand, had adopted from the Jewish system 
the principles of theism, without becoming wholly Jews. They had 
obtained some knowledge of the sacred writings of the Jews, and had 
heard of the great Teacher and King who was to come, - the Messiah. 
In what they had read in that Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
which to a reader not a Jew was often wholly unintelligible, or in what 
they had heard from Jewish teachers, there was much that still remained 
dark to them, - they were in the condition of inquirers. By means 
of the ideas they had acquired from the Jews, concerning the unity of 
God, the divine government of the world, the divine judgment, con
cerning the Messiah, they were better prepared for the gospel than 
other pagans; - and because they believed themselves already to have 
less; because they had, as yet, no perfected system of religion, and 
were eager for new instruction in divine things; because they had no 
sympathy with Jewish prejudices; for all these reasons, the gospel 
could find its way more easily to them than to the native Jews. From 
the beginning, their attention must have been drawn to a doctrine which 
engaged, without making them Jews, to secure for them a full partici
pation in the fulfilment of all those promises of which the Jews had 
told them. Hence it was to these proselytes of the gate, (the CPO~OV/lE"O' 
'ldv ()EOJl, EVaE{Jei~, of the New Testament,) that the preaching of the 
gospel was usually directed, according to the Acts of the Apostles,. 
after it had been rejected by the blinded Jews; and here the seed of 
the divine word found not unfrequentlya receptive Boil, in souls anxious 
for salvation. There were those also, without doubt, among the prose
lytes of the gate, who, falling short of the true earnestness in seeking 
after religious truth, were only wishing, in every case, to have a con
venient way which would lead to heaven without the necessity of self
denial, and who, undecided between Judaism and paganism, in order, 
at all events, to go safe, sometimes invoked J ehovahin the synagogue, 
and sometimes the gods in the temples.1 

Tryph. f. 350,) 01 oe 1rpoafAvrol ov floVOV 
ob 1rlaUVOV(1lV, aAAa dt1rAOUPOV v{-'i:Jv {3Aa
a~1JflOValv eir TO ovop.a aVTov Ka2 1Jflar TOVr 
tic' lKEivov 1rlarEVOVTar Ka~ CPOVEVEtv Kat 
alKt(ElV {3ovAOVTal, l(aTa 1raV1 a yap vfl'iv 
t~ofloto'ia{}at O"7rEVOOVUlV. 

1 Commodianns, in his Instructions, has 

f9ven a. pictur~ of this class of men, the 
wter utrumque vwentes : 

Inter utrumque putans dubie vlvendo cavere, 

NudatU8 a. lege decrepitus luxu procedis ! 

Quid in synagoga. decurris ad Pharisreos, 

Ut Ubi misericol1! fiat, quem denegas ultro ? 

Exi.s inde furls, iterum tu fana requiris. 




CHURCH HISTORY. 


SECTION FIRST. 

RELATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO THE UNCHRISTIAN WORLD. 

I. PROMULGATION OF CHRISTIANITY. 

1. Promulgation of Ohristianity generally j Hindrances to its Spread j 
Oauses and J'Ieans of its Progress. 

IF we contemplate the essential character of Christianity in its rela
tion to the religious state of the world as it has just been described, 
we shall be at no loss to see what it was that tended on the one hand 
to further, and on the other to retard the progress of the christian 
faith. Our Saviour referred to the signs of the times as witnessing 
of him, - and, in like manner, this contemplation will disclose to us, 
in the movements of the intellectual world then going on, the signs 
which heralded the new and great epoch in the history of the world; 
and it will be clear to us that, as has been intimated in the introduction, 
the same tendencies, which, singly and by themselves, presented the 
stoutest opposition to Christianity, and most effectually debarred its 
entrance, must, when combined together, only serve to hasten its 
triumph. It was a fact grounded in the relation of Christianity to the 
point of attainment which the general life of humanity had then 
reached, that the obstacles opposing themselves to the power which 
was destined to the sovereignty of the world, were converted into 
means for its advancement. We must therefore contemplate both in 
their comiection with each other. 

What, in the first place, particularly served to make possible and to 
facilitate the introduction of such a religion everywhere, was its own 
peculiar character, as one raised above every kind of outward, sensible 
form, and hence capable of entering into all the existing forms of 
human society, since it was not its aim to found a kingdom of this 
world. How Christianity could adapt itself to all earthly relations, 
and, while it allowed men still to remain in them, yet by the new spirit 
which it gave the~, the divine life which it breathed into them, how 
it was enabled to raise men above these relations, is distinctly set before 
us by a Christian, living in the early part of the second century, who 
'hus describes his contemporaries: 1 "The Christians are not separated 

1 The author of the letter to Diognet. 
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from other men by earthly abode, by language, or by customs. They 
dwell nowhere in cities by themselves; they do not use a different 
language, or affect a singular mode of life. They dwell in the cities 
of the Greeks, and of the :Barbarians, each as his lot has been cast; 
and while they conform to the usages of the country, in respect to 
dress, food, and other things pertaining to the outward life, they yet 
show a peculiarity of conduct wonderful and striking to all. They 
obey the existing laws, and conquer the laws by their own living." 

But this same loftier spirit, which could merge itself in all the forms 
it found at hand, must yet, while it coalesced with all the purely human, 
come into conflict with all the ungodly nature of mankind, with what
ever issued from it and was connected with it. It announced itself as 
a power aiming at the renovation of the world,. and the world sought 
to maintain itself in its old ungodly character. While Christ came not 
to destroy but to fulfil, so too he came not to bring peace upon the 
earth, but the sword. Hence the necessary collision with prevailing 
modes of thinking and manners. Christianity could find entrance every
where, preciselx because it was the religion of God's sovereignty in the 
heart, and excluded from itself every political element; but to the 
fundamental position of the old world, which Christianity was to over
throw, belonged religion as an institution of the State. The pagan 
religion, as such, was so closely interwoven with the entire civil and 
social life, that whatever attacked the one, must soon be brought into 
conflict also with the other. This conflict might, in many cases at least, 
have been avoided, if the early Church, like that of later times, had 
been inclined to accommodate itself to the world, more than the holi
ness of Christianity allowed, and to secularize itself, in order to gain 
the world as a mass. But with the primitive Christians this was not 
the case; they were much more inclined to a stern repulsion of every
thing that pertained to paganism, even of that which had but a seem
ing connection with it, than to any sort of lax accommodation; and 
assuredly it was at that period far more wholesome, and better adapted 
to preserve the purity of Christian doctrine and of the Christian life, 
to go to an extreme in the first of these ways than in the last. 

And the religion which thus opposed itself to these deep-rooted 
customs and modes of thinking, which threatened to shake to the 
foundation what had been established by ages of duration, came from 
a people despised for the most part in the cultivated world, and at first 
found readiest admission among the lower classes of society; - a cir
cumstance which sufficed of itself to make the learned aristocracy of 
Rome and Greece look down on such a religion with contempt. How 
should they hope. to find more in the shops of mechanics, than in the 
schools of the philosophers! Celsus, the first writer aO'ainst Christian
ity, jeers at the fact,! that wool-'l()orkers, cobblers, leather-dressers, the 

1 In Origen, c. eels.!. TIl. f. 55: 'Opi'Jpev oMev (/nJ€yyetrl}at, 'TOApWVTa~, l7reu5ilv oe 
07) Kat Kanl Til~ LJi.a~ olKia~ lpIOVP)'OV~ Ka~ TWV 7ratOwv Mt{l Aa{3wvTat Kat yvvatKWV 
UIWTOT6pov~ Kat Kva~ei, TOV~ U7ratlJevToTa- Ttvwv uvv aVToi~ avo6Twv ~avpu.ata 'Twa 
TOV~ Te Kat U:ypOtKOTaTOV~ lvaVTLOV JLEv TWV 6t£~t6vTa~. 
'lrpeujJVTEpWV Ka2 PPOVtflWTEpftJV deU7rOTtflV 
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most illiterate and vulgar of mankind, were zealous preachers of the 
gospel, and addressed themselves, partiaularly in the outset, t,o women 
and ahildren." Of a faith which, adapted to all stages of culture, 
presupposed a like want in all, the men of this stamp had not the 
remotest conception. Their standing objection against the Christians 
was, that they preached only a blind faith; 1 they should prove what 
they advanced on philosophic grounds. And as Christianity had against 
it, on the one hand, the pride of culture, and was placed in the same 
class with all kinds of superstition; so, on the other, it found in super· 
stition itself, and in fanaticism, its fiercest enemies. It had to contend 
no less with the rudeness than with the cultivation of the world. 

Without question it is true, the old popular religions had been shaken 
by the attacks of unbelief, and robbed of their authority; but we have 
Been also, how men had resorted back with renewed fanaticism to the 
old religion; and hence the bloody struggle in its defence. The dread
ful rage of the populace against the Christians is a sufficient indication 
of the tone of religious feeling which existed at that time among them; 
- the superstition called forth by the assaults of unbelief held stronger 
dominion perhaps than ever over the people, and a part of the educated 
class. To the multitudes, who at this period moved in the dim twilight 
of superstition, Plutarch thought he might apply the language of 
Heraclitus in describing the world of dreams: " they found themselves, 
while awake in broad daylight, each in his own world," - a world that 
excluded every ray of reason and truth. These men, who would see 
their gods with the bodily eye, and were used to carry them about 
engraved on their rings, or in miniature pictures which served as amu
lets, so that they might kiss and worship them at pleasure; how often 
did they throw out to Christians the challenge, " slww us your God!" 2 

And to such men came a spiritual religion, bringing with it no worship 
of sensible objects, no sacrifices, temple, images, nor altars: - bald 
and naked, as the pagans reproachfully represented it. 

There was, indeed, generally diffused, at this time, as we have already 
remarked, a spirit of inquiry, and of longing after some new communi
cation from heaven. In spite of the pertinacity with which men clung 
to the old superstition, there existed a susceptibility, in various ways, 
for new religious impressions. But this longing, which, having no 
distinct consciousness of its object, was directed by blind feeling, easily 
exposed men also to deception, and opened the way for every species 
of fanaticism. 

Quite at the beginning of the second century ,Celsus supposed he 
could account for the rapid progress of Christianity, from the credulity 
of the age; and referred to the multitude of magicians that were 
trying to deceive men by a pretended exhibition of supernatural powers, 
and who with many found ready belief, creating a great sensation for 
the moment, which however soon subsided. Yet there was a great 
difference, as Origen justly replied to Celsus, between their mode of 

I 

1 ITiO"TtV ciAOYOV. 

2 As we may see from the ~pologies, particularly Theophilus ad Autolycum. 
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proceeding and that of the preachers of the gospel. Those magicians 
flattered men's sinful inclinations, they fell in with their previous modes 
of thinking, and required the renunciation of nothing. On the other 
hand, whoever in the primitive times would be a Christian, must break 
loose from many of his hitherto favorite inclinations, and be ready to 
give up everything for his faith. Tertullian says,1 that more were 
deterred from embracing Christianity by unwillingness to forfeit their 
pleasures, than by the fear of hazarding their life. And the excitement 
of mind occasioned by such wandering fanatics and magicians, disap
peared as suddenly as it was awakened. That it was quite otherwise 
with the power . working in Christianity, appeared evident from the 
permanence of its effects, in their ever widening circle, - a testimony 
which Origen could cite from history against Celsus. 

But the influence of such people, of which the opponents of Chris
tianity themselves bear witness, presented a new obstacle to its progress. 
It must force its way through the ring of delusions, within which those 
people had succeeded in charm-binding the minds of men, before it 
could reach their consciences and hearts. The examples of a 
Simon :ttfagus, an Elymas, an Alexander of Abonoteichos, show in what 
way this class of people opposed the progress of the gospel. It needed 
striking facts, addressed to the outward sense, to bring men entangled 
in such deceptive arts, out of their bewilderment to the sober exercise 
of reason, and render them receptive of higher spiritual impressions. 

To this end served those supernatural effects, which proceeded from 
the new creative power of Christianity, and which were destined to 
accompany it, until it had entered completely into the natural process 
of human development. The Apostle Paul appeals to such effects, 
witnessing of the power of the Divine Spirit which inspired his preach
ing, as well-known and undeniable facts, in epistles addressed to the 
churches which had beheld them; and the narratives in the Acts 
illustrate, with particular examples, the power of those effects, in first 
arresting the attention, and in dispelling those delusive influences. The 
transition from that first period in the process of the development of 
the church, in which the supernatural, immediate and creative power 
predominated, to the seoond, in which the same divine principle dis
played its activity in the form of natural connection, was not a sudden 
event, but took place by a series of gradual and insensible changes. 
Weare not warranted, nor are we in a condition, to draw so sharply 
the line of demarkation between what is supernatural and what is 
natural in the effects proceeding from the power of Christianity, when 
it has once taken possession of human nature. 

The church teachers, until after the middle of the third century, 
appeal in language that shows the consciousness of truth, and often 
before the pagans themselves, to such extraordinary phenomena, as 
conducing to the spread of the faith; and however we may be disposed to 
distinguish the facts at bottom from the point of view in which they 

1 De spectaculis, c. 2. Plures denique invenias, quos magis periculum voluptatis, 
quam vitre, avocet ab hac secta. 
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are contemplated by the narrator, we must still admit the facts them
selves, and. their effects on the minds of men. It remains, therefore, 
undeniable, that even subsequent to the Apostolic times, the spread of 
the gospel was advanced by such means. Let us present some of these 
cases in their living connection with the character and spirit of those 
times. The Christian meets with some unhappy man, plunged in 
heathenish superstition, and diseased in body and soul, who had hoped 
in vain to get relief in the temple of Esculapius, -the resort of mul
titudes at that time, who sought a cure for their diseases in dreams 
sent from the god of medicine. He had tried also to no purpose the 
various incantations and amulets of pagan priests and magicians. The 
Christian admonishes him not to look for help from impotent dumb idols, 
or from demoniacal powers, but to betake himself to that Almighty God 
who only can help. He hears the prayers of such as invoke His aid 
in the name of Him by whom He has redeemed the world from sin. 
The Christian employs no magic formulas, no amulets; but simply 
calling upon God through Christ, he lays his hand on the sick man's 
head, in believing confidence in his Saviour. The sick man is healed; 
and the cure of the body leads to that of the soul. There were, - par
J;icularly at this period of the rending asunder and breaking up of the 
old world on its way to dissolution, - multitudes of persons, laboring 
under bodily and mental diseases, who, as we have already observed, 
believed themselves under the domiillon and persecution of some de
moniacal power. The whole might of the ungodly, the destroying 
principle must be roused to action, when the healing power of the 
divine was to enter into humanity. The revelation of heavenly peace, 
bringing back all to harmony, must be preceded by the deep-felt inward 
disunion, which betrayed itself in such cases. There was no want, 
either among Pagans or Jews, of those who pretended to be able, by 
various methods, - perfuming with incense, embrocations, medicinal 
herbs, amulets, adjurations expressed in strange enigmatical formulas, 
- to expel those demoniacal powers. In every case, if they produced 
any effect, it was only to drive out one devil by means of another, and 
hence the true dominion of the demoniacal power must, by their means, 
have been much rather confirmed than weakened. The words which 
our Saviour himself spoke, in reference to such transactions, found 
here their appropriate application. "He that is not with me, is against 
me." But how much belief, at that time, these pretended exorcists 
could inspire, is shown by the prayer of thanks which the Emperor 
:Marcus Aurelius offers to the gods, because he had learned from ~ 
wise instructor, to trust in none of the tales about the incantations and 
exorcisms of magicians and wonder~workers.l 

It so happens now that one who has vainly sought relief from such
impostors, falls in with a devout Christian. The latter recognizes here 
the power of darkness, and thinks of looking for no other cause of the 
disease. But he is confident of this, that his Saviour has overcome 

1 I. 6. T() a7rllfT1]VlICOV Tolr inro TWV 7rep~ &alfLovc.JV U7r07rOfL7rijr lCa~ TWV TOtc». 
TtpaTt1J0fL£vc.JV J(a2 YOT/TWV 7rep2 l7r'tldi:1v J(a~ Tc.JV Aeyoll£volr. 
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that power, and that in what80ever shape it may manifest itself, it must 
yield to him. In this confidence, he prays, and witnesses of him, who 
by his sufferings triumphed over the gates of Hell; and his prayer, 
drawing down the powers of Heaven, works deeply upon the distracted 
nature of the sick man. Peace succeeds to the conflicts that had 
raged within; and led to the faith by this experie.nce of a change in 
his own personal condition, he is now first delivered, in the full sense, 
from the dominion of evil, - thoroughly and permanently healed by 
the enlightening and sanctifying power of the truth; so that the evil 
spirit, returning back to the house, finds it no longer swept and gar
nished for his reception. 

Of such effects, Justin Martyr witnesses, when, addressing himself 
to the pagans,l he says: "That the kingdom of evil spirits has been 
destroyed by Jesus, you may, even at the present time, convince your
selves by what passes before your own eyes; for many of our people, 
of us Christians, have healed and still continue to heal, in every part 
of the world, and in your city (Rome), numbers possessed of evil 
spirits, such as could not be healed by other exorcists, simply by adjur
ing them in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate." We learn from Irenreus, that the cure of such disorders noi7 
unfrequently prepared the way for the conversion of men to Christian
ity; for he says, that often ~hey who had been delivered from· evil 
spirits attained to the faith, and united with the Church.2 The inward 
conflicts of a soul that could find no longer the satisfaction of its 
religious want8 in what the old world had to offer, may have frequently 
been the occasion of such forms of disease; and by the Christian in
fiuence, the disorder was overcome in its cause, and not in its symptoms 
merely. As a particular gift, quite distinct from the healing of those 
demoniacal diseases, Irenreus mentions other modes of restoring the 
sick, by the laying on of the hands of Christians ,3 - raising of the 
dead, (i. e. such as seemed to be dead) who afterwards remained living 
in the church for many years.4 He appeals to the variety of gifts 
which the true disciples of Christ had received from him, and which 
they employed, each after his own measure, for the benefit of other 
men. What was thus wrought by the Christians, simply from love, 
and without any expectation of temporal reward, through prayer to 
God and invocation of the name of Christ, he contrasts with the jug
gling tricks resorted to as a means of livelihood. Origen recognizes 
in t?e mi.ra~~oUs powers still existing in his time, though already 
senSIbly dlIDlllished, a proof of what served in the first times of the 
appearance of Christianity particularly to advance its progrm:s.5 In 
his defenc.e of Christianity against Celsus, he cites examples from his 
own expenence, where he had been himself an eye-witness of the fact, 

1 In his first Apology, p. 45. i Ka~ veICpo2 IlYtpiJTJaav lCal 1raptfleLvav 
2 '{laTe 1rOAAaICl!, Ka2 7rlaTtlmv aVTOV!' aVv 1,flLV IlCavoL~ eTta/v.

l!lcetvov!, TOV!' !Cai}apuTfHvTa~ a1rO Tt:iV 1rVtv. 6 Ta~ TepaaTi.ov~ dvvaflel~, ar lCaTatlICr;v. 
/JaTC.W !Cat elvaL lv T1) l/cKATJat".. Adv. hreres, aO'Teov yeyoveval llC Toii ixvTJ avrt:iv tTL 
1. II. c. 32, ~ 4. Ed. Massuet. atJ'eaiJat 1rapa TOLr lCaTU TO {3oVATJfla Toii 

8 • AAAOL at TOV~ lCaflvOVTa~ «fia rii~ Ti:nJ MyOV {3lOiiaw. c. eels.!. I. § 2. 

xelpt:iv t1l'li}eae(J~ lCJvTal. 
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how, by invocation of the name of God and of Jesus, in connection with 
the preaching of his history, many were healed of grievous diseases 
and states of insanity, which had withstood all other means of the 
healing art.l It is a remarkable fact, attested by Tertullian and Origen, 
that so many were conducted to Christianity by extraordinary psycho
logical phenomena. Tertullian relates, that the greater part came to 
the knowledge of the true God by means of visions.2 Now although 
this church father was inclined to exaggeration generally, and to lay 
too much stress on such appearances in particular; yet what he says 
here is confirmed by the testimony of Origen. The latter asserts that 
" Many have come to Christianity, as it were against their will, their 
affections being suddenly changed, by a certain Spirit, from the hatred 
of the gospel to such love of it as makes them ready to lay down their 
lives for it, - and this through the medium of visions which occurred 
to them when awake or in dreams." 3 He calls God to witness, that it 
was most remote from his inclination to attempt adding anything to the 
glory of Christianity by false statements; - although he could relate 
many things seemingly incredible, which he had himself witnessed. 
Such testimonies are full of instruction, since they make us acquainted 
with the manner in which conversions, at this period, were often brought 
about. We shall, indeed, have to trace these phenomena, not so much 
to a divine miraculous agency, operating from without, as to the power 
with which Christianity moved the spiritual life of the period. From 
the manner in which the divine principle of life in Christianity, - the 
new force that had come in among mankind, - and the principle of 
paganism came into collision with each other, extraordinary phenomena 
in the world of consciousness could not fail to result, through which the 
crisis in the religious life of individuals must pass, ere it arrived at its 
end. 

Yet as each particular miracle, wrought by Christ, was but a single 
flash from the fullness of the Godhead dwelling in him, and was to 
operate simply to this end, that the immediate self-manifestation of this 
fullness might be brought nearer before the minds of men; so too are 
all succeeding miracles but single flashes, issuing forth from the imme
diate divine power of the gospel, and contributing to introduce the 
revelation of this itself into the relib-rious consciousness. Without this 
itself, and its relation to man's nature, and to the peculiar conditions 
of man's nature in this particular period, all else would have been to 
no purpose; and that which the divine power in the gospel wrou(Y'ht 
immediately by itself in man's nature, still allied to God though bes_ 
tranged from its original source, continued ever to be the main thing, 
the end for which all else was but subsidiary and preparatory. It is 
this which the Apostle Paul places above all other kinds of evidence, 

1 TOVTOl~ yap Kat Itfle'i~ tt.Jpcucaflev 7rOA 8 IIOAAOt Ua7rEpe2 rtl'OVTe~ 7rpOaeAT/AV8aat 
A.oV~ (i7raAAaytvra~ xaAe7rWV UVfl1rTt.JfluTt.JV xplanavlaflfiJ, 7rVeVflaT6~ TlVO~ Tpe,paVTOr 
e/CaTalut.JV /Cat flavlwv /Cat aAAt.Jv flVpLt.JV, aVTWV TO .qyepOVl/cOV all/lvtdlOv U1rO TO'; 
a1rep our aviJpt.J1rot oUTe daLflover Wepa- fllae'iv TOV AOYOV e7rt TO V7repa1roffave'iv 
7rtvaav. c. eels. 1. III. c. 24. aVTOV, Kat tpaVTaalCJaaVTOr aVTovf U1rap ~ 

2 Major prene vis hominum e visionibus ovap. c. eels. 1. I. c. 46. 

Deum discunt. De anima, c. 41. 


http:flVpLt.JV
http:e/CaTalut.JV
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above all particular· miracles, and describes as the demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power.1 And as this divine power showed its efficacy 
on the inner life of the man, so it manifested itself, with an attractive 
force, in the outward appearance and actions of that life; and it was 
this, which, more than everything beside, wrought to the conversion of 
the heathen. 

To this experience Justin Martyr makes his appeal,2 where, after 
citing the words of Ollr Lord, "Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven," he adds: "Our Lord would not have us recompense evil 
for evil, but requires that, by the power of patience and meekness, we 
should draw all from the shame of their evil passions. And we can 
point out many among us, who, from overbearing and tyrannical men, 
have been thus changed by a victorious power, when they have 
seen· how their neighbors could bear all things, or observed the sin
gular patience of their defrauded fellow-travellers, or come to be 
acquainted with Christians in any of the other relations of life." The 
distinguished virtues of the Christians must have shone forth the more 
brightly, as contrasted with the prevajling vices; their severity of 
~orals, sometimes even carried to excess, as opposed to the general 
depravation of the age; their hearty fraternal love, in contrast with 
that predominant selfishness which separated man from man, and ren
dered each distrustful of the other, insomuch that men could not 
comprehend the nature of Christian fellowship, nor sufficiently wonder 
at its fruits. "See," -was the common remark,-" how they love one 
another." "This seems so extraordinary to them,-says Tertullian,3
because tltey are used to hate one another. See how, among the 
Christians, one is ready to die for the others; this seems so wonderful 
to them, because they themselves are far more ready to murder one 
another." Although a brotherly union of this sort excited suspicion in 
those who were used to watch everything with the jealous eye of police 
espionage,4 and several persecutions of the Christians were thereby 
occasioned; yet on all minds not narrowed by such habits or not 
abandoned to fanaticism, a quite different impression must have been 
produced, and the question could hardly fail to arise in them, "What 
is it, which can thus bind together the hearts of men, in other respects 
wholly strangers to one another?" In a time when civilization had 
degenerated to effeminacy,5 in a time of servile cowardice, the life
renovating enthusiasm, the heroism of faith, with which the Christians 
despised tortures and death, when the question was whether they 

1 A passage, which, indeed, came to be Vide, inquiunt, ut invicem se diligant. Ipsi 
misunderstood at a very early period, he enim inyicem odenmt. Et pro altemtro 
cause too much importance was attached morl sint parati, ipsi enim ad occidendum 
to the outward. Thus it was Orlgen's opin altemtmm paratiores. Apologet. c. 39. 
ion that the (i1rOOt:lgL~ 7rVEvflaro~ KaL Owa i This view of the matter is expressed in 
lJ,e(,)~ is so predicated of the arroOelgL~-oLCL the language of the Pagan Crecilius, in the 
Ta~ rrp01n7TEi.a~ Ka! ru.~ TepacrTi.ov(, ovvu-flEl~. Octavius of Minucius Felix, (§ 9;) OccuI
c. Cels. 1. I. § 2. tis se notis et insignibus noscunt et amant 

2 Apologct. II. f 63. mutuo prene ante quam noverlnt. . 
S Sed ejusmodi vel maxime dilectionis G Ipsa urbanitate decepti, says Tertullian 

operatio notam nobis inUlit penes quosdam. of his contemporaries. 

http:TepacrTi.ov
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would do what was contrary to conscience,-this heroism of the Christ;. 
ians did indeed strike many so forcibly as an appearance foreign to the 
age, that they were inclined to consider a character so well befitting the 
heroic days of antiquity, but not these more refined and gentle times, a, 
matter of reproach.! But although the ordinary Roman statesmen, 
though the followers of a set worldly prudence, though the cool Stoic 
who required everywhere philosophic demonstration,-saw in the spirit 
with which the Christians, in testimony of their faith, went to death, 
nothing but blind enthusiasm; yet the confidence and the cheerfulness 
of these suffering, dying men, could not fail to make an impression on 
less hardened or less prejudiced minds, whereby they would be led to 
inquire more deeply into the cause, for which men could be thus 
impelled to sacrifice their all. Outward force could effect nothing 
against the inward power of divine truth; it could only operate to ren
der the might of this truth more gloriously manifest. Hence Tertul
lian concludes his "Apology" with these words, addressed to the 
persecutors of the Christians:. "All your refinements of cruelty can 
accomplish nothing; on the contrary, they serve as a lure to this sect. 
Our number increases, the more you destroy us. The blood of the 
Christians is the seed of a new harvest. Your philosophers, who exhort 
to the endurance of pain and death, make fewer disciples by their 
words, than the Christians by their deeds. That obstinacy, for which 
you reproach us, is a preceptor. For who that beholds it, is not 
impelled to inquire into the cause? And who, when he has inquired, 
does not embrace it; and when he has embraced it, does not himself 
wish to suffer for it ?2 

Add to this, that Christianity appeared when the time was now 
fulfilled, that the glory of the "eternal city" must depart from her: 
for so long as that power still had dominion over the minds of men, 
and swallowed up all other interests, small place was left for that 
feeling of need which led men to Christianity. But when all was now 
becoming old and withered, which had hitherto been an object of 
enthusiastic love and had given a certain buoyancy to the soul, 
Christianity appeared, and called men from the sinking old world to a
new creation, destined for eternity. As Augustin finely expresses it, 
"Christ appeared to the men of a decrepit, dying world, that, while 
all around them was fading, they might through him receive a new 
yout?ful life.". .And the higher l~fe which Christianity imparted, 
reqUired no brIlliant outward relatIOns for the manifestation of its 
glory, like what had been wondered at as great in the old civic virtue. 
Into th~ midst. of ~i:cum~tances and sit~Iations the most cramping and 
deyressmg,.thIS dIVIne life ~ould find ItS way, and cause its glory to 
shme forth ill weak and despIsed vessels, and raise men above all that 
would bow them down to the earth, without their over-stepping the bounds 

1 Well enough for the ingcnia. duriora. ina ipsa obstinatio, quam exprobratis, ma.
robustioris antiquitatis j but not for the tran. gistra est. Quis enim non contemplatione
quillitatcm pacis and the ingenia. mitiora.. ejus concutitur ad requirendum, quid intus 
Tertull. adv. Nat. I. c. 18. in re sit '! 

2 Semen est sanguis Christianorum
7· 
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of that earthly order, in which they considered themselves placed by an 
overruling providence. The slave, in his earthly relations, remained a. 
slave still, and fulfilled all the duties of his place with far greater 
fidelity and conscientiousness than before; and yet he felt himself free 
within, showed an elevation of soul, an assurance, a power of faith and 
of resignation, which must have filled his master. with amazement. 
Men in the lowest class of society, who had hitherto known nothing in 
religion but ceremonial rites and mythical stories, attained to a clear 
and confident religious conviction. The remarkable words, already 
quoted from Celsus, as well as many individual examples of these first 
Christian times, show us how often from women,! who, as wives and 
mothers, let a spiritual light shine out in the midst of pagan corruption; 
how often from young men, boys and maidens; from slaves who put 
their masters to shame, Christianity was diffused through whole 
families. " Every Christian mechanic," says Tertullian, "has found 
God, and shows him to you; and then points out to you everything in 
fact you require to know of God; although Plato (in Timreus) says, 
that it is hard to find the Creator of the universe, and impossible after 
one has found him, to make him known to all." In like manner, 
Athenagoras: "With us you may find ignorant people, mechanics, old 
women, who, though ,unable to prove with words the saving power of 
their religion, yet by their deeds prove the saving influence of the dig.. 
position it has bestowed on them; for they do not learn words by rote, 
but they exhibit good works; when struck, they strike not again; 
when robbed, they do not go to law; they give to them that ask them, 
and love their neighbors as themselves." 

The gross material notions, which we find to have prevailed among 
a. large portion of the early Christians, as for example, among the 
Chiliasts, have frequently been set forth as a reproach to Christianity. 
But precisely in this, is its distinguishing character manifest, - that as 
it is not a system of notions, but an announcement of facts, it could 
be brought within the range, even of a material habit of thinking, could 
lower itself down to its comprehension, mix in :with it, and even in this 
material form, by the power of those facts, communicate a divine life, 
and thereby gradually ennoble the entire nature of the man, with all 
its powers and propensities, and so also spiritualize the habits of think
ing. And in connection with this phenomenon,we must take still 
BD:other; t~at, at the same time, the pole of humanity most opposite to 
thIS was sClzed by Christianity with overwhelming power, as is evident 
when we compare the Gnostics with those Chiliasts. So deeply 
mar~ed, from th.e fi~t? on the developing process of this religi~n, ~s 
the Impress of Its dIvmely hum~n character, by virtue of whIch It 
coul~ and must at~ract the OppOSIte poles of man's nature, entering as 
well mto these as mt? all the other intermediate stages. And it was, 
as we shall see, precIsely by means of this, its distinguishing charac

1 Compare the words of the pagan CrecH- et mulieribus credulis sexus sui facilitate la
ius in the Oct.'l,vius of Minucius Felix, where b~ntibus plebem profanre conjurationis in
he says, speaking of the Christians: (c. 8) stltuunt. 
Qui de ultima frece collectis imperitioribus 
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teristic, that the more general diffusion and triumph of Christianity 
over the old world were advanced. 

2. Propagation of Ohristianity in Particular lJistricts. 

The great highways by which the knowledge of the gospel was to be 
diffused abroad, had already been opened by the intercourse of nations. 
The easy means of inter-communication within the vast Roman empire; 
the close relation between the Jews dispersed through all lands, and 
those at Jerusalem; the _manner in which all parts of the Roman 
empire were linked in with the great capital of the world; the con
nection of the provinces with their metropolitan towns, and of the 
larger portions of the empire with the more considerable cities, were 
all circumstances favorable to this object. These cities, such as Alex
andria, Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, were centres of commercial, 
political and literary correspondence; and hence became also the prin
cipal seats, chosen for the propagation of the gospel, where the first 
preachers tarried longest. Commercial intercourse, which had served 
from the earliest times, not merely for the exchange of worldly goods, 
but also for transmitting the nobler treasures of the mind, could now 
be used as a means for diffusing the highest spiritual blessings. 

As a general thing, Christianity at first made progress in the cities; 
for as it was needful, above all, to gain fixed seats for the propagation 
of the gospel, the first preachers, passing rapidly over the country, 
had to propose their message first in the cities, whence it might after
wards be more easily diffused through the country by native teachers. 
On the other hand, in the country, greater obstacles must necessarily 
have been encountered, owing to the entire rudeness, the blind super
stition, and the heathen fanaticism of the people: oftentimes also to 
the want of a knowledge in the early preachers of the old provincial 
diale~ts; while in the towns, they could, for the most part, make them
selves sufficiently well understood in the Greek or the Latin language. 
Yet we know from Pliny's report to the Emperor Trajan, from the 
account given by the Roman Bishop Clemens,l and from the .relation 
of Justin Martyr,2 that this was not the case everywhere: and that in 
many districts, country churches were formed very-early; and Origen 
says expressly,3 that many considered it their duty to visit not only the 
cities, but also the country towns and villas. That this was so, seems 
evident moreover from the great number of country bishops in particu
lar districts. 

In the New Testament, we find accounts of the dissemination 
of Christianity in Syria, in Cilicia; probably also in the Parthian 
empire, at that time so widely extended; 4 in Arabia; in Lesser Asia, 
and the countries adjacent; in Greece, and the bordering countries as 

1 Ep. T. Corinth. c. 42. V. 13,) greets from his wife in Babylon,
2 Apologet. II. f. 98. whether it was the then capital of Seleucia, 
B C. eels. 1. III. c. 9: Ttv£~ epyov 7re7rot or more probahly the old fallen Babyl~n!

f'/vrat If( 7repdpXfUl'lat ov floVOV 7rOl..et~, leads to the conjecture, that he was reSIding 
uAAa /Ca2 f(wflar; /CaL lrravAetr;. in those countries. 

• For the circumstance that Peter (1 Ep. 
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far as Illyricum ; in Italy. But we are greatly deficient in further and 
credible accounts, on this subject; the later traditions, growing out of 
the eagerness to trace each national church to an apostolic origin, 
deserve no examination. We confine ourselves to what can be safely 
credited. 

The ancient legend of the correspondence by letter between a 
prince belonging to the dynasty of the Abgares or Agbares, the Agbar 
U chomo, (who ruled over the small state of Edessa Osrhoene of Meso
potamia,) and our Saviour, to whom he is said to have applied for the 
cure of a grievous disorder, is entitled to no credit; nor that of his 
conversion by Thaddeus, one of the seventy disciples. Eusebius found 
the documents from which he drew up his narrative, in the public 
archives of Edessa; and permitted himself to be deceived by them. 
The letter asQribed to Christ is in no sense worthy of him, and bears 
throughout the marks of having been compiled from several passages 
of the gospels. It is moreover inconceivable how anything, written by 
Christ himself, could have remained down to Eusebius' time, unknown 
to . the rest of the world. Finally, the letter of Abgarus is not 
couched in such language as would have been used by an oriental 
prince. Whether in other respect!', there is any truth lying at the 
bottom of the account, we cannot know. It is only certain, that Christ
ianity was early diffused in this country; yet it is not till between the 
years 160 -170 we find indications that one of those princes, Abgar 
Bar Manu, was a Christian. The learned Christian Bardesanes is said 
to have stood very high with him; and we are informed by this writer, 
that Abgar forbade the self-mutilations usually connected with the wor
ship of Cybele, under a severe penalty, (the loss of their hands to 
those who were guilty of it.) From this alone, it is by no means clear 
that he was a Christian; but it is also on the coins of this prince, that 
the usual symbols of the Baal worship of this country are, for the first 
time, wanting; and the sign of the cross appears in their place.1 In 
the year 202, the Christians of Edessa had already a church, built, 88 

it seems, after the model of the temple at Jerusalem.2 

If Peter preached the gospel in the Parthian empire,S some seed of 
Christianity, at an early period, may have easily reached Persia also, 
which then belonged to that empire;· but the frequent wars of the 
Parthians with the Romans hindered the communication between Par
thian and Roman Christians. The above-mentioned Bardesanes of 
Edessa, who wrote in the time of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, notices 
the spread ?f Christianity in Parthia, Media, Persia, Bactria.4 After 
the restoratlOn of the ancient-Persian empire to its independence, under 

1 Bayer, historia Edessena e nummis H by the violence of a flood the templnm ee· 
Iustrom, 1. III. p. 173. But Bayer places clesire Christianorum had been destroyed 
him, no doubt incorrectly, as late as A. C. V. Assemani Bibliotheca orientalis, T.l. p.
200. 391. 

II In the chronicle of Edessa, compiled 3 According to the tradition preserved in 
from ancient documents, about the middle Origen j Enseb. III. I, also the apostle

of the sixth century, it is reported, in ex Thomas. 

pressions which presnppose a document f Enseb. Prreparat. Evang.1. VI. c. 10. 

not written by the hand of a Christian, that 
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the Sassanides, the Persian Christians become better known to us by 
the attempts of the Persian Mani, in the last half of the second century, 
to form a new code of religious doctrines by the fusion of old Oriental 
systems of religion with Christianity. 

In Arabia, the great number of Jews residing in that country might 
afford a medium of access for the preaching of the gospel; but the 
same circumstance would also present a powerful hinderance; and the 
latter, no doubt, was much more the case than the former. It is clear, 
from his own words, that the Apostle Paul, soon after his conYersion, 
retired from Damascus to Arabia. But to what purpose he applied his 
residence in this country, and what he accomplished there, remains 
uncertain.! If the country called India, in a tradition of which we 
shall presently speak, is to be taken as meaning a part of Arabia, then 
the Apostle Bartholomew preached the gospel to the Jews in Arabia, 
and took with him, for this purpose, a gospel written in the Hebrew 
(Aramaic) language,-probably that compilation of our Lord's dis
courses by Matthew, which lies at the basis of our present gospel 
according to St. l\Iatthew.2 Allowing this to be so, then in the last half 
of the second century, the learned Alexandrian catechist, Pantrenus, was 
teacher of a portion of this people. In the early part of the third 
century, the great Alexandrian church father, Origen, labored in the 
same field. Yet we must doubtless suppose here, only that part of 
Arabia is meant, which was already in subjection to the Roman empire. 
We have the account, namely, from Eusebius,3 that at that time the 
Arabian commander sent an order to Demetrius, bishop of Alexandria, 
and to the then prefect of Egypt, earnestly requesting, that Origen 
might be allowed to come to him, since he was desirous of conferring 
with him in person.4 Assuredly, this Arabian commander was not the 
hereditary chief of some wandering tribe of Arabs, as a person of that 
class could hardly be supposed to have ever veard anything of Origen; 
but a Roman governor, whom the fame of the great teacher, - cele
brated at this time for his holy life, his wisdom and scientific attainments 
even among the pagans, - might have moved to seek a personal 
conversation with him on religious subjects. Perhaps he belonged to the 
number of truth-seeking men among the pagans of those times. If 80, 

Origen would not have failed to avail himself of this interview, for the 
purpose of winning over the governor to the side of the gospel. At a 
somewhat later period, we find Christian churches in Arabia, with which 
Origen stood in some more intimate connection. To the further propa
gation of the gospel in these parts in still later times, the nomadic life 
of the people and the influence of hostile Jews presented erreat obstacles. 

The ancient Syro-Persian church, whose remains have been preserved 
down to the present moment on the coast of 1.1alabar in the East Indies, 

1 See my History of the Planting, &c. suggests some person of the Roman office 
Vol. I. p. 126. of dux Arabire,) uvecJioov ypuppara AT}PT}· 

:l See my History of the Planting, &c. TPlft) Te TcfJ TiJ!: 1f'apotlcia!: e1rt(JJco1f'ft) leat TC;;
Vol. I. p. 131, Remark. Tore TiJr AlyV1f'TOV e1f'uPXft) 1f'apil Tau TiJr 

8 L. VI. e. 19. , Apa{3iar nyovp.evov, (as a dux Arabice afte.... 
t "E1rtCTTCi!: Tt!: TC:W U'Ttpan(JTtle;;'v, (which wa.rds occurs in the Notitia imperii.) 
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names the Apostle Thomas as its founder, and professes to be able to 
point out the place of his burial. Were this a tradition handed down, 
independent of other accounts, within the community itself, we could 
not, it is true, consider it as credible testimony; but neither should we 
be warranted to assert absolutely its falsity.! Yet this church, of which 
we find the earliest notice in the reports of Cosmas Indicopleustes, 
about the middle of the sixth century, might perhaps be indebted for 
its existence to a later mercantile colony of Syro-Persian Christians, 
and having brought with it the traditions of the Greek church, might 
have simply transmitted these, but after a time forgotten the chalmel 
from whence it had originally derived them. We must examine more 
closely, then, these traditions themselves. But the Greek traditions, 
although old, are yet very indefinite and uncertain. The unsettled use 
of the geographic name India contributes to this uncertainty. Ethiopia, 
and Arabia Felix, the adjacent Insula Dioscoridis, (the island Diu 
Zocotara, near the mouth of the Arabian Gulf,) were designated by this 
name.2 These countries, however, maintained by trade a lively inter· 
course with India proper, and could thus furnish a channel for the 
propagation of Christianity in the latter.. Gregory of Nanzianzen saysa 
that Thomas preached the gospel to the Indians; but Jerome understands 
the India here meant to be Ethiopia.4 If the tradition in Origen, 
which makes Thomas the Apostle to the Parthians, were credible, it 
would not be so very remote from the former legend, since the Parthian 
empire touched, at that time, on the boundaries of India. In all events, 
such legends are not deserving of much confidence. Eusebius5 relates, 
as we have observed already, that Pantrenus undertook a missionary 
tour to the people dwelling eastward, which he extended as far as India. 
There he found already some seeds of Christianity, which had been 
conveyed thither by the Apostle Bartholomew, as well as a Hebrew 
gospel which the same ~ostle had taken with him. The mention of 
the Hebrew gospel is not at all inconsistent with the supposition, that 
India proper is here meant, if it may be assumed that the Jews who 
now dwell on the coast of :Malabar, had then already arrived there. 
The language of Eusebius seems to intimate, that he himself had before 
his mind a remoter country than Arabia, and rather favors the suppo
sition, that he meant to speak of India proper. Yet it may be a question, 
whether he was not himself deceived by the name. To settle the 
controverted question, what countries we are to think of here, we must 
compare also the later accounts of the fourth century. In the time of 

1 It becomes the conscientious inquirer, 2 According to Ritter (1. c. S. 603,) to be 
who leans neither ou the side of arbitrary explained from the fact that not only Indian 
doubt nor on that of arbitrary assertion, to trade colonies - the Bnnianes, Banig-yana, 
express himself, in matters of this sort, as according to the Sanscrit, trade-pcople, (see 
my friend and honored colleague Ritter has Ritter, 1. c. S. 443,) had scttled· there, and 
done, in his instructive remarks on this that the whole region furnished staple
point, in the Erdkunde von Asien: (Bd. IV., places for Indian wares, but that the~e 
lste Abtheilung, S. 602,) "What European were the few direct intermediate stntioIlB for 
science cannot prove, is not therefore to be the uninterrupted commerce with foreign

rejected as untrue, but only to be regarded India. . 

as problematical for the present; by no 8 Orat. 25. 

means, however, is any structure to be 
 • Ep. 148. 
erected upon it, as a safe foundation." 6 L. I. c. 10. 
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the Emperor Constantine,! there was a missionary, Theophilus, with 
the surname Indicus, who came from the Island Diu, (t.t{3ov~,) by 
which is to be understood the above mentioned island, Zokotara. He 
found in his native land, and in the other districts of India,2 which he 
visited from there, Christianity planted already, and had only many 
things to correct. 

'Ve next cross over to Africa.· Tlw country in this quarter of the 
world, where Christianity must be disseminated first, was Egypt; for 
here were presented, in the Grecian and Jewish culture at Alexandria, 
those points of contact and union of which we have already spoken. 
Even among the first zealous preachers of the gospel, we find men of 
Alexandrian education, as, for instance, Apollos of Alexandria, and 
probably also Barnabas of Cyprus. The epistle to the Hebrews, the 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas, the gospel of the Egyptians, (ErlarrFJ.wp xaT' 
.AlrlJ7TTlolJ~,) in which the Alexandrian-theosophic taste displays itself, 
the Gno~is in the first half of the second century, - are proofs of the 
influence exerted by Christianity, at a very early period, on the philosophy 
of the Alexandrian Jews. An ancient tradition names the evangelist 
Mark as the founder of the Alexandrian Church. From Alexandria, 
Christianity must have easily found its way to Cyrene, on account of 
the constant intercourse and the. congeniality of spirit between the two 
places. But although the gospel early found its way into the parts of 
Lower Egypt inhabited by Grecian and Jewish colonies, yet it would 
not be so easy for it to penetrate thence into :Middle, and particularly 
into Upper Egypt; for in those parts, the foreign Coptic language, the 
dominion of the priests, and the old Egyptian superstition stood in 
the way. Yet a persecution of the Christians in Thebais, under the 
Emperor Septimius Severus,3 proves that Christianity had already made 
progress in Upper Egypt, as early as the last times of the second 
century. Probably, in the first half of the third century, this province 
had a version of the New Testament in its own ancient dialect. 

Respecting the diffusion of Christianity in Ethiopia (Abyssinia) we 
find, in these centuries, no distinct and credible account. History is 
silent as to the consequences which resulted from the conversion of 
that court-officer of Candace, Queen of ~Ieroe, which is related in the 
Acts.4 We shall find the first certain indications of the conversion of 
a part of Abyssinia, through the instrumentality of Frumentius, in the 
fourth century. Yet the question might be raised,/) whether some 
~eeds ~f Chx:isti.anity ma~ not, even earlier ~han this, have been brought 
mto otner .dIstrIcts of this country by JewIsh Christians; and whether 
many J emsh cus.toms, and .the significancy which is ascribed by one 
party to the baptIsm of Chnst,6 may not be traced to this fact. 
. In consequence of their connection with Rome, the gospel early found 
Its way to Oarthage, and to the whole of proconsular Africa. This 
church at Carthage becomes first known to' us, onward from the last 

1 Vid. Philostorg. hist. 1. m. c. 4 and 5. has somewhere directed attention to the 
2 'EKei'eev TL~ T1JV aAA1JV acp£ICeTO 'lv(hnv. same inquiry. . 

8 Euseb. I. VI. c. 1. 6 See .Toumal of a three years' residence 

4 Chap. 8. in Abyssinia, by S. Gobat, p. 254. Lon
6 The late Hr. Rettig, it I mistak.e not, don, 1834. 
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years of the second century, through the presbyter Tertullian; but 
even then it appears to have been in a very flourishing condition. . The 
Christians in those districts were, at that time, already very numerous, 
and it was a matter of complaint, that Christianity continued to spread, 
in town and country, among all ranks, and indeed in the highest.! To 
pass over those passages where Tertullian expresses himself rhetori
cally, we find in his tract addressed to the governor, Scapula,2 that he 
could speak already of a persecution of Christians in 1\1auritania. 
After the middle of the third century, Christianity had now made such 
progress in Mauritania and Numidia, that under Cyprian, Bishop of 
Carthage, a synod was held, consisting of eighty-seven bishops. 

Passing over to Europe, we have in Rome a principal seat for the 
propagation of Christianity, yet not the only one. Flourishing com
munities, at Lugdunum (Lyons) and Vienna, come to our knowledge 
during a bloody persecution, in 177. The great number of Christians 
from Asia l\'Iinor, whom we find here, and the intimate conn~ction of 
these communities with those of Asia Minor, lead to the conjecture, 
that the commercial intercourse between these districts of France and 
Asia l\1inor, an original seat of the Christian church, had led to the 
formation of a Christian colony in Gaul. For a long time, the pagan 
superstition in the other parts of Gaul withstood the ftlrther spread of 
Christianity. Even so late as the middleof the third century, few 
Christian communities were to be found there. According to the nar
rative of the French historian, Gregory of Tours, seven missionaries 
came, at that time, to Gaul from Rome, and established communities 
in seven cities, over which they became bishops. One of these was 
that Dionysius, first bishop of the community at Paris, whom the later 
legends confounded with Dionysius the Areopagite, who was converted 
by the Apostle Paul at Athens. Gregory of Tours, who wrote near 
the end of the six:th century, in a time when so many fables were propa
gated respecting the origin of church communities, is, we allow, no 
credible witness; at the same time there may be some truth lying at 
the ground of this account. One of these seven, Saturnin, founder of 
the community at Toulouse, becomes known to us by a much older 
document, - the relation of his martyrdom. 

Irem~us, who became bishop of the community at Lyons sometime 
after the above mentioned persecution of 177, speaks of the spread of 
Christianity in Germany.3 But we must here distinguish the different 
parts of Germany, - the districts in subjection to the Roman empire, 
and th~ still larger portion of free, independent Germany . Very easily 
might It happen, that a seed of Christianity should find its way into the 
first of the countries just mentioned, on account of their connection with 
the .pro~nce of Gaul. But the case was quite difterent with those 
hardy trIbes, that so fiercely maintained their ancient state of rudeness 
and freedom, and repelled everything from abroad. Irem~us, it is 

1 Apologet. c. 1. Obsessam vociferantur ditionem, et jam dignitatem transgrcdi ad 
ciyitatem j in agris, in castellis, in insulis hoc nomen. 
Christianos j omnem sexUIll, retatem, con- 2 Cap. 4. 

8 Adv. Hrer. 1. I. c. 10. 
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trlle, says elsewhere,! "Many tribes of the barbarians have the words 
of salvation, written in their hearts, without paper and ink, by the Holy 
Ghost." 2 He recognized, in the ,efficacious power of Christianity, its 
distinguishing nature, by virtue of which, it could reach men in every 
stage of cultivation, and by its divine energy penetrate to their hearts; 
but it is also certain, that Christianity would nowhere long maintain 
itself with purity, in its distinguishing essence, unless it entered deep 
into the whole intellectual development of the people, and unless, along 
with the divine life proceeding from it, it gave an impulse, at the same 
time, to all human culture. 

The same Iremeus is the first who speaks of the diffusion of Christ
ianity in Spain, (h Tar~ )IfJ7J!!lat~.) The tradition, which we find 
already at the beginning of the fourth century in Eusebius,3 that the 
Apostle Paul had preached the gospel in Spain, cannot, it is true, be 
received as credible testimony; for in those times the propensity was 
but too strong to convert suppositions, inferences and conjectures, not 
always rightly formed, into facts; and so what St. Paul himself writes, 
(Romans xv. 24,) concerning his intention, might easily give occasion 
to this report. But when the Roman Bishop, Clemens, says,4 that the 
Apostle Paul went as far as the bounds of the 'Vest, (re!!.ua T~; JVlJEW;,O) 
the expression can hardly be understood as referring to Rome; indeed, it 
most naturally applies only to Spain; and as Clemens was probably him
self a disciple of the Apostle, it cannot possibly be supposed that he would 
be deceived in the same manner as might happen with those who came 
after him. It must be admitted, we find no room for a journey of the 
Apostle Paul to Spain, unless we suppose that he was set free from his 
im,prisonment mentioned in the Acts, and after his release carried the 
purpose into effect, which he had previously announced. But this we 
must of necessity suppose, if we acknowledge the genuineness of the 
second epistle to Timothy, and cannot bring ourselves to consent to 
very tortuous interpretations of single passages. 

Of the extension of Christianity thus early also to Britain, Tertul
lian is a witness; 6 although in that quite rhetorically expressed 
passage, that the gospel haq penetrated already into those parts of 
Britain not subjected to the Roman dominion, the truth may be some
what exaggerated. A later tradition, in :Bede, of the eighth century, 
reports that. Lucius, a British king, requested the Roman bishop 
Eleutherus, In the latter part of \he second century, to send him some 
missionaries. But the .peculiarity of the later British church is evi
dence against its origin from Rome; for in many ritual matters it 
departed From the usage of the Romish church, and agreed much more 
~ear1y WIth the. churches of .t\sia Minor. It withstood, for a long 
tune, the authonty of the Ronush papacy. This circumstance would 

1 L. III. c. 4. against all the forced interpretations of 
2 Sine charta et atramento seriptam ha- these words, which have been set forth of 

benles per Spiritum in cordibus suis salutem. late. See my History of the Planting, et<'.. 
3 L. I. c. 10, 42. Vol. 1. p. 455. 
"Ep. 1. v. 5. 6 Adv.Jud. c. 7. 
6 We cannot avoid once more _protesting 

VOL. I. 8 
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seem to indicate, that the Britons had received their Christianity, 
either immediately or through Gaul, from Asia :Minor, - a thing quite 
possible and easy, by means of the commercial intercourse. The later 
Anglo-Saxons, who opposed the spirit of ecclesiastical independence 
among the Britons, and endeavored to establish the church supremacy 
of Rome, were uniformly inclined to trace back the church establish
ments to a Roman origin; from which effort many false legends as well 
as this might have arisen. 

We now pass over to the conflicts which the church within the Ro
man empire had to sustain with the state. 

3. Persecutions of the Christian Ohurch. 
First, the Causes of them. 

It is quite Important to a just understanding of the nature of these 
persecutions, to be rightly informed, in the first place, of their causes. 
Many have been surprised, that the Romans, a people in other respects 
so tolerant, should exhibit so impatient and persecuting a spirit against 
the Christians; but whatever is said about the religious tolerance of 
the Romans, must be understood with considerable restriction. The 
ideas of man's universal rights, of universal religious freedom and 
liberty of conscience, were quite alien to the views of the whole 
ancient world. Nor could it be otherwise; since the idea of the state 
was the highest idea of ethics, and within that was included all actual 
realization of the highest good: - hence the development of all other 
goods pertaining to humanity was made dependent on this. Thus the 
religious element also was subordinated to the political. There were 
none but state religions and national gods. It was first and only 
Christianity that could overcome this principle of antiquity, release 
men from the bondage of the world, subvert particularism and the 
all-subjecting force of the political element, by its own generalizing 
Theism, by the awakened consciousness of the oneness of God's image 
in all, by the idea of the kingdom of God, as the highest good, compre
hending all other goods in itself, which was substituted in place of the 
state as the realization of the highest good, whereby the state was 
necessitated to recognize a higher power over itself. Looked at from 
this point of view, which was the one actually taken by the ancient 
world, a defection from the religion of the state could not appear other
wise than as a crime against the state'! 

Now all this must be especially true, in its application to the one
sided. political principle which swallowed up every other interest, 
peculia: to the ancient Romanism. We recognize this principle in 
what CIcero lays down as a fundamental maxim o~ legislation.2 No 

1 As Varro had before distinguished a morality left to propagate itself in freedom; 
theologia philosophicn et vera, a theoloO'ia and legislation, which constrains, threatens 
poeticn et mythica, and a theologia civilis and punishes, - TO vopofhTU([J1l, TO avay· 
so Dio Chrysostom, who flourished in th~ Kalov, TO periJ. '1JPta~ "at 1rpoO'ra~e(Jv j
first half of the second century, (orat. 12,) although he ri~htly fixes upon the first only, 
distinguishes three sources of religion; the as the universal and original source, whence 
universal religious consciousness, the EpI/JV all the rest has been derived. 
roc a1raO'tv av-8pCnrolC £1riVOla; poetry and 2 De legib. 1. II. c. 8. 
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man shall have for himself particular gods of his own; no man shall 
worship by himself any new or foreign gods, unless they are recognized 
by the public laws, (nisi publice adscitos.) Although the ancient 
laws in the times of the emperors were no longer so strictly observed, 
although foreign customs had been constantly gaining ground in Rome, 
and the ancient policy no less constantly declining, yet now there were 
many additional reasons to those which had previously existed, for 
guarding against the introduction of new religions. There prevailed, 
indeed, at this time, a sensitive dread of every thing with which a 

- political aim could be connected, and the jealousy of despotism could 
be easily induced to suspect political aims, even where nothing of the 
kind was intended. Religion and religious associations seemed well 
calculated to serve as a cover for political plots and conspiracies. 
Hence the advice of Mrecenas to Augustus, in the well known dis
course reported by Dio Cassius, where, although the very words of 
Mrecenas may not be used, yet the historian expresses the prevailing 
views of the Roman state at this period. " Worship the gods in all 
respects according to the laws of your country, and compel all others 

. to do the same. But hate and punish those who would introduce any 
thing whatever, alien to our customs in this particular; not alone for 
the sake of the gods, because whoever despises them is incapable of 
reverence for any thing else; but because such persons, by introducing 
new divinities, mislead many to adopt also foreign laws. Hence con
spiracies and secret combinations, - the last things to be borne in a 
monarchy. Suffer no man either to deny the gods,! or to practise 
Borcery." The Roman civilian, Julius Paulus, cites, as one of the ruling 
principles of civil law in the Roman state, the following: "Whoever 
introduced new religions, the tendency and character of which were 
unknown, whereby the minds of men might be disturbed,2 should, if 
belonging to the higher rank, be banished; if to the lower, punished 
with death." It is easy to see, that Christianity, which produced so 
great, and to the Roman statesman so unaccountable an agitation in the 
minds of men, must fall into this class of religiones novce. tVe have 
presented here, then, the two points of view, under which Christianity 
came necessarily into collision with the laws of the state. 1. It 
induced Roman citizens to renounce the religion of the state, to the 
00.servance of 'l~hich .they 'Were bound by th.e la'W.'~, -to refuse compliance 
Wlth the" ccenmonzas Romanas." Hence many of the magistrates 
who felt no personal antipathy to Christianity, explained to Christians' 
when arra~gned before them, that they might comply, at least out: 
wardly, wlth what the laws required; viz. observe the religious 
c~remonies prescribed by the. state; that the state was concerned only 
WIth the outward act, and III case that were performed they miaht 
b~lieve and. worship in t~eir heart, whatever they chose; 'or that they 
llllght. contmue to worship their own God, provided only they would 
'Worshlp t~e Roman gods also. 2. It introduced a ne'W religion, not 

1 'AfJiftJ elval, the very tenn applied to 2 De quibus animi hominum moventur. 
the Christians. 
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admitted by the laws of the state into the class of religiones licitre. 
Hence the common taunt of the pagans against the Christians, accord
ing to Tertullian; non licet esse vos -" you are not permitted by the 
laws;" and Celsus accuses them of secret compacts, contrary to the 
laws.! 

Without doubt, the Romans did exercise a certain religious tol
eration, but it was a toleration not to be separated from their poly
theistic religious notions and their civil policy, and which, by its own 
nature, could not be applied to Christianity. They were in the habit 
of securing to the nations they had conquered, the free exercise of 
their own religions,2 inasmuch as they hoped by so doing to gain them 
over more completely to their interests, and also to make the gods of 
those nations their friends. The Romans, who were religiously inclined, 
attributed their sovereignty of the world to this policy of conciliating 
the gods of every nation.3 Even without the limits of their own 
country, individuals of these nations were allowed the free exercise of 
their opinions; and hence Rome, into which there was a constant influx 
of strangers from all quarters of the world, became the seat of every 
description of religion. " :Men of a thousand nations," says Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus,4 " come to the city, and must worship the gods of their 
country, according to the prevailing laws at home." It doubtless 
happened, that with certain modifications, many things taken from 
these foreign modes of worship, were introduced into the public worship 
of the Roman state; but then a special decree of the senate was 
requisite, before any Roman citizen could be allowed to join in the 
observance of any such foreign rites. At this particular period, indeed, 
when the authority of all national religions was on the wane; when 
the unsatisfied religious need required and sought some new thing; and 
this was offered by the conflux of strangers from all countries into 
Rome; it was frequently the case, that Romans adopted the forms of 
those foreign modes of worship, which did not as yet belong to the 
religions recognized by the state (to the religionibus publice adscitis:) 
but this was an irregularity, which such as possessed any portion of the 
old Roman spirit attributed to the corruptions of the times and the 
decline of ancient manners. Like many other evils, which could not 
be suppressed, it was left unnoticed. The change, moreover, might be 
the less striking, since those who had adopted the foreign rites, 
observed at the same time the Roman ceremonies. Occasionally, 
however, when the .evil threatened to get the upper hand, or when a 
zeal was awakened m behalf of the ancient manners and Civic virtues, 
l~ws were passed fo: restraining profane rites (ad coercendos profa~os 
ntus) and repressmg the growth of foreign superstitions, (the 

1 'n~ avv-&~"a~ "pv(301JV 7rapa Til vevo Til ol"eia Tlpi:J(JlV ayuv lCa~ Ota'~v. Joseph.
Llt(JfL£va 7rOWVfL£vc.Jv. L. I. c. l. Archreol. 1. XVI. c. 2. § 4. 

2 See the words of Marcus Agrippa, in 3 See the Pagan's language in Minucitl9 
1:Iis plea for the religious freedom of the Felix, and in Aristides' Encom. Romre. 
Jews: Tnv evoatfLoviav, 1jV viiv TO UVfL7rav 4 See Aristid. 1. c. and Dionys. Halicar

Ti:JV av-&pcJ7rc.JV ytvo~ ol VfLii~ [XU TOVT~ nass. Archreol. 1. II. c. 19. 

fLErpoiifLEV, TifJ t~eivaL ICaru. XcJpav t"a(Jrot~ 
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valescere superstitiones externas; 1) every religion, not Roman, being 
regarded as a 8uper8tition by the Roman statesman. With these 
views, it is clear that the best emperors, who were seeking to restore 
the old life of the Roman state, must therefore be hostile to Christ
ianity, which appeared to them only as a superstitio externa; while 
worse rulers, with nothing of the old Roman spirit, but at the same 
time not rising above the prejudices of a contracted nationality, might, 
from indifference to the old Roman policy in general, calmly look on 
when Christianity was making encroachments on all sides. 

The Jews also had the free and undisturbed exercise of their religion 
secured to them by decrees of the senate and imperial edicts, and the 
God of the Jews was regarded by many as a powerful national God; 
they accused the people only of narrow-heartedness and intolerance, 
because they hostilely excluded the worship of other gods; or they 
found a reason for this in the jealous character of that Being himself, 
who would have no other gods beside him. Judaism was a religio 
lieita for the Jews; and hence the Christians were reproached, as if 
they had contrived, by appearing as a Jewish sect, to slip in at first 
under the cover of a tolerated religion.2 Yet for all this, the Jews 
were by no means allowed to propagate their religion among the 
Roman pagans; - the laws expressly forbade the latter, under severe 
penalties, to receive circumcision. It was the case, indeed, at this 
time, that the number of proselytes from the pagans was greatly multi
plied. This the public'authorities sometimes allowed to pass unnoticed; 
but occasionally severe laws were passed anew to repress the evil; as 
for instance, by the senate under the emperor Tiberius,3 by Antoninus 
Pius, by Septimius Severns. 

The case was altogether different with Christianity. Here was no 
ancient, national form of worship, as in all the other religions. Christ
ianity appeared rather as a defection from a religio lieita, - an 
insurrection against a venerable national faith.4 This is brought as a 
charge against the Christians, in the spirit of the prevailing mode of 
thinking, by Celsus.5 "The Jews," he says, " are a nation by them
selves, and they observe the sacred institutions of their country,
whatever they may be, - and in so doing, act like other men. It is 
right for every people to reverence their ancient laws; but to desert 
them is a crime." Hence the very common taunt thrown out aO'ainst 
the Christians, that they were neither one thing nor the other, n~ither 
Jews nor pagans, but genus tertium. A religion for mankind must 
have appeared, - as viewed from that position of antiquity according 

1 Tacitus places together, in a proposition ~ A religion proceeding from an eaTa(lla
to the senate, the phrases "Publica cirea KivaL 1rpO~ TO KOtvav Ti:JV 'Iovoai(Jv. C. Cels. 
bonas artes so cordia, et quia cxternre super 1. III. c. 7. :For keeping the Christians 
stitiones valcscant." Annal. 1. XI. c. 15. united together ci~Loxpe(J~ v1ro1geat~ fJ 'UTa
A lady of rank is accused as supcrstitionis at~. L. III. c. 14. 
rea. Annal. 1. XIII. c. 32. (; llei.v 1rCLvTa~ civ-&ptJ1roV~ Karil Til 1rarpta. 

2 Sub umbraculo rcligionis saltern licitre. ~~V, O(J/C av f1.tfJ.¢r}€VTa~ e1rt Tovrtfj. XptUTt
- Tertullian. avov~ oe ril 1rurpta Karai\.t1rovrar Kal OV~ 

8 The senatus consultum de sacris ..:Egvp ev TL TVyxavovra~ l-&vo~ cj~ 'Iovoaiot, EyKrfJ
tus J udaicisque pcllendis. Tacit. Amial. T(J~ 1rpoari.ffecroaL T~ TOU '!1/O'OV otoaO'lCai\..
1. II. Co 85. i\.i~. L. V. Co 25. 
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to which every nation had its own particular religion, - a thing con· 
trary to nature, threatening the dissolution of all existing order. The 
man that can believe it possible, - says Celsus, - for Greeks and 
Barbarians, in Asia, Europe and Lybia, to agree in one code of religious 
laws, must be quite void of understanding.1 But what had been held 
impossible~ seemed more likely every day to be realized. It was now 
perceived, that Christianity steadily made progress among people of 
every rank, and threatened to overthrow the religion of the state, 
together with the constitution of civil society which seemed closely 
interwoven with the same. Nothing else remained, therefore, but 
to oppose the inward power, which men were unwilling to acknowledge, 
by outward force. As well the whole shape and form of the Christian 
worship, as the idea of a religion for mankind, stood in direct contra
diction with the point of religious development hitherto attained. It 
excited suspicion to observe, that the Christians had nothing of all 
that which men were accustomed to find in every other forII'l of wor
ship; nothing of all that which the Jews had in common with the 
pagans. So Celsus calls it the countersign of a secret compact, of an 
invisible order, that the Christians alone would have no altars, images 
or temples.2 Again, the intimate brotherly union which prevailed 
among the Christians, the circumstance that everyone among them, in 
every town where fellow-believers dwelt, immediately found friends, 
who were dearer to him than all the friends of this world - this was 
something that men could not comprehend.3 The Roman police were 
utterly unable to fathom the nature of the bond which so united the 
Christians with one another. The jealousy of despotism could every
where easily see or fear political aims. To the Roman statesman, who 
had no conception of the rights of conscience, the unbending will, 
which could be forced by no fear and by no tortures to yield obedience 
to the laws of the state in reference to religion, to perform the pre
scribed ceremonies, appearcd a blind obstinacy, inflexibilis obstinatio, 
as men called it. TIut such an unconquerable wilfulness must have 
presented itself to those rulers, who were accustomed to servile 
obedience, as something extremely dangerous; and many would sooner 
pardon in the Christians their defection from the worship of the gods, 
than their want of reverence for the emperors, in declining to take any 
part.in those ido1a.trous demonstrations of homage which pagan flattery 
had mvented, such as sprinkling their imacres with incense, and swear
ing by their genius, "I will assuredly,,,b said Tertullian, "call the 
emperor my lord - but in the Common acceptation - but when I am 
not forced to. call him Lord in the place of God. In other respects, I 
am free of hIm; for I have only one Lord - the Almighty and eternal 
G~d - the same who is a~so the emperor's Lord. How should he 
WIsh to be the Lord, who IS the father of his country?" 4 'Vhat a 

1 His words are: '0 ToiJTO OlOPEVO~ OLOEV sed more communi, sed quando non cogor
oMev. L. VIII. c. 72. ut dominum Dei vice dicam. Creterum 

2 ITtO'TOV u9avoiJ~ Ka2 U7ropMrov KOtV(J liber sum illi, dominus enim meus unus est, 
VLa~ O'vV{}1Jpa. L. VIII. c. 17. Deus omnipotens et reternus, idem qui et 

3 See the language of the pagan in Mi ipsius. Qui pater patrire est, quomodo
nudus Felix, cited above, at page 76. dominus est ~ Apologet. c. 34. 

f Dicam plane imperatorcm dominum, 
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contrast to this free, high-hearted spirit of the Christians, is offered in 
the sort of language with which the supercilious and self-conceited 
philosopher, Celsus, addresses them: "Why should it be a wrong thing, 
then; to acquire favor with the rulers among men,l since these have 
been exalted to the control over the things of this world, not without a 
divine providence? And when it is required of you to swear by the 
emperor among men, there is nothing so mischievous in this ; for what
ever you receive in life, you receive from him." 2 Whenever, on the 
anniversary of the emperor's accession to the throne, or at the celebra
tion of a triumph, public festivals were appointed, in which all were 
expected to participate, the Christians alone kept away, to avoid that 
which was calculated to wound their religious or moral feelings, which 
was uncongenial with the temper of mind inspired by their faith. It 
cannot be denied that, in this case, many went to an extreme, and 
shrunk from joining even in such demonstrations of respect and of joy 
as contained in them nothing that was repugnant to Christian faith and 
decorum, because they were associated in their minds with the pagan 
religion and manners, - such, for example, as the illumination of their 
dwellings, and the decorating them with festoons of laurel.s On one 
occasion, a certain sum of money was distributed by the emperor as a 
gratuity among the soldiers. All presented themselves, as was cus
tomary, with garlands on their heads, for the purpose of recehring their 
portion; but one Christian soldier came with the garland in his hand, 
because he held the practice of crowning to be a pagan rite.4 Such 
acts were, indeed, but overdoings of individuals or of a party; - where, 
however, the earnest temper at bottom might deserve respect ;-and the 
majority were far from approving such excess of zeal: but the mistake 
of individuals was easily laid to the charge of an. Hence the accusa-. 
tion, so dangerous in those times, of high treason, (crimen majestatis,) 
which was brought against the Christians. ::M:en called them" irrever
ent to the Cresars, enemies of the Cresars, of the Roman people" 
(irreligiosos in Cresares, hostes Cresarum, hostes populi Romani.) In 
like manner, when only a minor party among the Christians regarded 
the occupation of a soldier as incompatible with the nature of Christian 
love and of the Christian calling, it was converted into an accusation 
against all, and against Christianity generally. "Does not the em
peror punish you justly 1" says Celsus; "for should all do like you, 
he would be left alone, - there would be none to defend him; the 
rudest barbarians would make themselves masters of the world, and 
every trace, !1s well of your own religion itself, as of true wisdom, 
would be obhterated from the human race; for believe not that your 
supreme God would come down from heaven and fight for us." 5 

1 Tovt' tv uv{1pwrrott' ovvuaTat' Ka2 {3acu
Aear l;WptVl(tat'Jat. 

2 AiOOTaL yap TOVT~J Til ErrL yiir, 1m2 I'm 
<Lv Aap{3u.v1Jf lv TcfJ (31.41, rrapa TOVrOU Aap(3u
"etr. c. Cels.1. VIII. c. 63 ct 67. 

8 Tertullian, in his book, de idololatria, 
complains because so many Christians had 
no hesitation to take a share in such festiv
iLies. Christ, he observes, had said, Let your 

works sbine, at nunc lucent tabemm et 
janure nostrre, plures jam invenies ethnico
rum fores sine lucem~s et laureis, quam 
Christianorum. Dc idololatri:l., c. 15. 

~ Tcrtnllian '\Tote his book, "de cor?na 
militis," in defence of this soldier agamst 
the accusations he met with from his fellow
believers. 

6 L. VIII. c. 68. 
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If the Christians were accused generally of morosely withdrawing 
themselves from the world and from the courtesies of civil and social 
life, this charge was grounded partly in the relation itself of Christianity 
to paganism, as that relation was present to each one's own conscious
ness; but in part also to a certain one-sided tendency, growing in the 
first place out of the development of the Christian life in its opposition 
to the pagan world. So the Christians were represented as men dead 
to the world, and useless for all affairs of life; 1 dumb in public
loquacious among themselves; and it was asked, what would become 
of the business of life, if all were like them? 

Of this kind were the causes by which the Roman state was moved 
to persecute the Christians; but all persecutions did not proceed from 
the state. The Christians were often victims of the popular rage. 
The populace saw in them the enemies of their gods; and this was the 
same thing as to have no religion at all. The deniers of the gods, the 
atheists, (uttEOl,) was the common name by which the Christians were 
designated among the people; and of such men the vilest and most 
improbable stories could easily gain belief: - that in their conclaves 
they were accustomed to abandon themselves to unnatural lust ; that 
they killed and devoured children; - accusations which we find circu
lated, in the most diverse periods, against religious sects that have 
once become objects of the fanatic hatred of the populace. The 
reports of disaffected slaves, or of those from whom torture had. wrung 
the confession desired, were next employed to support these ,absurd 
charges, and to justify the rage of the populace. If in hot climates 
the long absence of rain brought on a drought; if in Egypt the Nile 
failed to irrigate the fields; if in Rome the Tiber overflowed its banks; 
if a contagious disease was raging; if an earthquake, a famine, or any 
other public calamity occurred, the popular rage was easily turned 
against the Christians. "We may ascribe this," was the cry, "to the 
anger of the gods on account of the spread of Christianity." Thus it 
had become a proverb in North Africa, according to Augustine, "If 
there is no rain, tax it on the Christians." 2 'And what wonder is it 
that the people so judged, when one who claimed to be a philosopher, 
when a Porphyry assigned as the cause why no stop could be put to a 
contagious and desolating sickness, that bv reason of the spread of 
Christianity, Esculapius' influence on the earth was over. 

There was, besides, no want of individuals who were ready to excite 
the popular rage ~gainst the Christians; priests, artisans and others, 
who, hke Demetnus in the Acts, drew their gains from idolatry; 
magicians, who beheld their juggling tricks exposed;- sanctimonious 
Cynics,.who found their hypocrisy unmasked by the Christians. When, 
in the time .of the empe:or Marcus Aurelius, the magician whose life 
has been WrItten by LUCIan, Alexander of Abonoteichus, observed that 
his tricks had ceased to create any sensation in the cities he exclaimed, 
" The Pontus is filled with atheists, and Christians;" and called on the 

1 Homines infructuosi in negotio, in publico muti in angulis garruli. See the words of 
the Pagan in Minucius Felix. ' . 

II Non pluit Deus, duc ad Christianos. 
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people to stone them, if they did not wish to draw down on themselves 
the anger of the gods. He wo'!'ld never exhibit hi~ arts be.fo:e the 
people until he had first proclalmed, "If any Atheist, ChrIstian or 
Epicu;ean has slipped in here as ~ s~y, let him begone!" ~n appeal 
to popular violence seems, at thIs tlme, to have been consldered the 
most convenient course, by the advocates of religion among the 
pagans.! Justin Martyr knew that Crescens, - one of the common 
Pseudo-cynics of the period, who were sanctimonious demagogues,
attempted to stir up the people against the Christians; and that he 
had threatened Justi~'s own life, because he had stripped him of his 
disguise. _ 

From these remarks on the causes of the persecutions~ the conclu
sion is obvious, tltat u-ntil Christianity had been received, by express 
laws of the State, into the class of lawful religions, (religioncs licitce,) 
the Cliristians could not enJoy any general and certain tranquillity in 
the exercise of their religion; witldn tlte Roman empire they were 
constantly exposed to the rage of the populace and to the malice.of 
individuals. We shall now proceed to consider the ever·changmg 
situation of the Christian church, under the governments of the 
several emperors who were so differently affected towards it. 

4. Situation of tlte Christian Church under the several Emperors. 

It is related by Tertullian,2 of the emperor Tiberius, that he was 
moved by Pilate's report concerning the miracles of Christ and his 
resurrection, to propose to the senate, that Christ should be received 
among the gods of Rome; but that the senate set aside the proposition, 
lest they might yield somewhat of their ancient prerogative of deciding 
all matters relating to "new religions," upon their own movement 
(e motu proprio;) that the emperor, however, did not wholly desist 
from his object, but went so far at least, as to threaten with severe pen
alties all such as should accuse the Christians on the ground of their 
religion. But an author so wanting in critical judgment as Tertullian, 
cannot possibly be received as a credible witness for a story which 
wears on its face all the marks of untruth. Should the account be 
considered as an e~aggerated. one, but as still having some slight 
measure of truth at Its foundatIOn, even such an hypothesis could not 
be maintained; though it amounted to no more than this , that the 
emperor once proposed to grant to the Christians a free toleration. It 
is neither credible, on the ground of Pilate's character that what he 
saw in Christ !ef~ on him any such lasting impression ds this account 
assumes; ~or IS It probable that any such effect would have been pro
du~ed by !llS r~port on th~ mind of Tiberius. Certainly it would not 
be m keepmg With the serVile character of the senate under Tiberius, for 
them to act, as they must have actcd, according to this account; and 
as there were no accusers as yet of a Christian sect there was no 
occasion for passing a law against such accusers. In fa;t the succeed
ing history shows that no such previous law of Tiberil~ could have 

1 Sec the Timocles in Lucian's Jupiter Tragoed. 2 Apologet. c. 5 et ~l. 
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existed. Probably Tertullian had allowed himself to be deceived by 
BOme spurious document. 

At first, the Christians were confounded with the Jews; conse
quently, the order issued under the emperor Claudius, in the year 53, 
for the banishment of the turbulent Jews, would involve the Christians 
also, if there were any at that time in Rome, and if Christianity made 
its first converts there among Jews, who continued to observe the J ew
ish customs. Suetonius says, "the emperor Claudius expelled the 
Jews from Rome, who were constantly raising disturbances, at the 
instigation of Chrestus." 1 We could suppose, that some factious Jew 
then living, of this name, one of the numerous class of Jewish freedmen 
in Rome, was intended. But as no individual so universally known as 
the Chrestus of Suetonius seems to have been considered by that writer, 
is elsewhere mentioned; and as the name of Christus (XQIOI0~) w~s 
frequently pronounced Chrestus (xe~OTO~) by the pagans; it is quite 
probable that Suetonius, who wrote half a century after the event, 
throwing together what he had heard about the political expectations 
of a Messiah among the Jews, and the obscure and confused accounts 
which may have reached him respecting Christ, was thus led to express 
himself in a manner so vague and indefinite. 

Christianity meanwhile, had been continually making progress among 
the pagans in the Roman empire.; and the worship of God, shaped 
according to the principles of. the apostle Paul, rendered it no longer 
possible to mistake the Christians for a Jewish sect. Such was the 
case particularly with the Roman communities, as the persecution, soon 
to be mentioned, shows; for this could not have arisen, if the Christ
ians, as men who were descended from Jews and observed the Mosaic 
laws, had been held to· be simply a sect of that people. They must 
have already drawn on themselves, in the capital of the world, the 
fanatical hatred of the populace, as the tertium genu8, neither one 
thing nor the other. Already had the popular feeling given currency 
to those monstrous reports above noticed, of unnatural crimes to which 
the secret sect of these enemies of the gods abandoned themselves.2 

It was not the principles of the civil law of the empire, - it was this 
popular hate, which furnished the occasion for this first persecution of 
the Christians in Rome. But its immediate cause was something 
wholly accidental; and that precisely so reckless a monster as Nero 
must be the first persecutor of the Christians, was likewise owing im
mediately to a concurrence of accidental circumstances. Yet there 
was something intrinsically significant in the fact, that the individual by 
whom the renunciation of everything on the side of the divine and 
moral was most completely carried out, that the impersonation of 
creaturely will revolting against all higher order, must give the first im.. 
pulse to th~ persecution?f Christianity. . 

~he movmg ~a~e whICh l~d.Nero, in the year 64, to v~nt his .fury 
agamst the ChnstIans, was orlgmally nothing else than a WIsh to divert 

lImpulsore Chresto assidue tumultuan- (Anna1.l. XV. c. 44,) "per fiagitia. invisos, 
tes Roma expulit. quos vulgus Christianos appcUabat," must 

2 We believe the passage in Tacitus, have reference to these reports. 
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from himself the suspicion of being the author of the conflagration of 
Rome, and to fix the guilt on others; and as the Christians were already 
become obj ects of popular hatred, and the fanatic mob were prepared 
to believe them capable of any shameful crime that might be charged 
upon them, such an accusation, if brought against the Christians, 
would be most easily credited.l He could make himself popular by 
the sufferings inflicted on a class of men hated by the people, and at the 
same time secure a new gratification for his satanic cruelty. All being 
seized whom the popular hate had stigmatized as Christians, and there· 
fore profligate men,2 it might easily happen that some who were not 
really Christians would be included in the number.3 

Those arrested a~ Christians were now, by the emperor's commands, 
executed in the most cruel manner. Some were crucified; others 
sewn up in the skins of wild beasts and exposed to be torn in pieces by 
dogs; others, again, had their garments smeared over with some com· 
bustible material, and were then set on fire to illuminate the public 
gardens at night. 

This persecution was not, indeed, in its immediate effects, a general 
one; but fell exclusively on the Christians in Rome, accused as the 
incendiaries of the city. Yet what had occurred in the capital, could 
not fail of being attended with serious consequences affecting the situa. 
tion of the Christians,-whose religion, moreover, was an unlawful one, 
- throughout all the provinces. 

The impression which this first and truly horrible persecution, by 
a man who presented so noticeable a contrast with the great histol'ical 
phenomenon of Christianity, left behind it, endured for a long time on 
the minds of the Christians. Nor was it altogether without truth, when 
the image of the Antichrist, - the representative of that last reaction of 
the power of ungodliness against the divine government and against 
Christianity, - was transferred to so collossal an exhibition of seU:will 
rebelling against all holy restraints, and even passing over to the side 
of the unnatural,4 as was presented in the character of Nero. It may 
often be observed, that the impression left by a man in whom an impor. 
tant principle, connected with the history of the world, has manifested 

1 Abolendo rumori subdidit reos, says the first named class, qui fatebantur, were 
Tacitus of Nero. designated as being really guilty of setting 

2 Quos per fiagitia invisos vulgus Chris fire to the city 1 lf the latter be the case, 
tinnos appellabat, says Tacitus. and if the fateri is to be referred to the 

8 In the interpretation of Tacitus' account incendium, and this account deserves confi
of this transaction, several points may be dence throughout, we must conceive here 
doubtful. 'Vhen he says, Primo correpti, of persons actually employed by Nero for 
qui fatebantur, the question arises, what did the perpetration of the deed i-not Chris
they confess 1-that they had set the fire tians, but such as the people designated by 
or that they were Christians 1 When h~ the name of Christians, - hated, abomina
says, Deinde judicio eorum multitudo ingens ble men. These, perhaps with the hope of 
haud perin de in crimine incendii, quam bettering their fate, may then have de
odio hum ani generis convicti sunt, the nounced many others as Christians, among 
question occurs, does the latter refer to all, whom may have been some who really
to those that" confessed," as well as the rest were, and others who were not such. 
- so that, by Tacitus, all are pronounced • A characteristic trait of Nero, as de
free from the alleged crime of being the scribed bv Tacitus, -" incredibilium cu
authors of the conflagration i or do the words pitor." Annal. 1. XV. C. 42. 
refer only to the multitudo iugens, so that 
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itself, or from whom a great power of destruction has gone, forth, is not 
so immediately effaced, nor room allowed for the thought that such a 
person has really ceased to exist; as we see in the examples of the 
emperor Frederic II., and of Napoleon. So it was in the case of this 
morlstrous exhibition of the power of evil. The rumor prevailed among 
the heathen people, that Nero was not dead, but had retired to some 
place of secrecy, from which he would again make his appearance,l- a 
rumor which several adventurers and impostors took advantage of for 
their own ends. Now this rumor assumed also a Christian dress, and it 
ran, that Nero had retired beyond the Euphrates, and would return as 
the Antichrist,2 to finish what he had already begun, the destruction of 
that Babylon, the gapital of the world. 

Since the despotic Domitian, who ascended the imperial throne in 81, 
was in the practice of encouraging informers, and of removing out of the 
way, under various pretexts, those persons who had excited his suspicions 
or his cupidity, the charge of embracing Christianity would, in this reign, 
be the most common one after that of high treason (crimen majestatis.!1) 
In consequence of such accusations, many were condemned to death, or 
to the confiscation of their property and banishment to an island.4 

The emperor moreover was secretly informed that two individuals 
were living in Palestine, of the race of David and Jesus, who were 
engaged in seditious undertakings. The seditious tendency of the 
Jewish expectations of a Messiah were already well known, and the 
language of the Christians, in speaking of the kingdom of Christ, was 
often misunderstood.s He caused the individuals who had been accused 
to be brought before him, and convinced himself that they were poor, 
innocent countrymen, quite incapable of engaging in any political 
schemes; he therefore allowed them to return in peace to their homes.6 

But from this, certainly~ it cannot be inferred, that the emperor re
voked those measures which had been adopted against the Christians 
generally, and which had another motive.7 

The emperor N erva, who assumed the government in the year 96, 
was by the natural justice and philanthropy of his character, an enemy 
to that whole system of information and sycophancy which had been 
the occasion of 80 much evil in the time of his predecessors. This of 

~ The. words of Tacitus are: 'Yario super god, and for the Jews a lawful religion, 
eXltu eJus rumore eoque plUribus vivere could, a fortiori, be brought against the con

eum fingentibus credentibusque. Hist. 1. version to Christianity.

ll. c. 8. • Besides Dio Cassius, another historian 


2 In the Pseudo-Sibylline books: EIT' cited in the chronicle of Eusebius, namely, 
ltvaKupvm l(Tu((Jv ~ef/J avrov. Bruttius, savs that many suffered martyr

8 The words of Dio Cassius, 1. LXVn. dom under the reign of this emperor. 
c. 14: 'EYKA1/pa a~e6r1/ror, vrp' f;r Ka~ UAAOt S For evidcnce of this, see Justin Martyr, 
Elr Ta Ti:JV 'Iovoal(Jv fJ~1/ i:~oKiAAovrer 7rOA (ApoloO'. 1. II. c. 58.) 'AKOV(Tavre<; /3a(Tl
AO~ KareOtKu~1/(Tav. The uniting of the Aetav ;PMooKi:Jvrar 1Juiir, uKpiT(Jr av~ptJ-
charge of UfJeOT1/r with that of an inclina 7rtvov Aiyetv npiir imelAnrpare.
tion to Jewish t::ustoms, may have allusion 6 Hegesippus in Euseb.l. III. c. 19 and 20. 
to Christianity, if a~e6T1/r is not to be un 't Tertullian certain1y expresses himself 
derstood as barely referring to the denial of in too general a manner, when he says, 
the gods of the state religion. At aU (Apologet. c 5,) that Domitian made but 
events, the charge of a~e6T1/r, if applied to one attempt to persecute the Christians; 
the embracing of Judaism, which was at but that he desisted from his purpose, and 
least the worship of a well-known national recalled those that had been banished. 
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itself was favorable to the Christians, inasmuch as the crime of passing 
over to their religion had been one of the most common subjects of 
accusation. Nerva set at liberty those who had been condemned on 
charges of this nature, and recalled such as had been banished; he 
caused all the slaves and freedmen, who had appeared as accusers of 
their masters, to be executed. He forbade generally the accusations 
of slaves against their masters to be received. All this must have 
operated favorably on the Christians, as the complaints brought against 
them proceeded frequently from ill-disposed slaves. Accusations on 
such accounts as had furnished the matter of the great number of con
demnations under the preceding reign, were in general no longer to be 
allowed; and among these Christianity was probab~y included.1 Thus 
it is true, the complaints against the Christians must, during the short 
reign of N erva, have been suspended; yet no lasting tranquillity was 
secured to them, since their religion was not recognized by any public 
act as a religio lidta,. and we may easily conceive, that if Christianity, 
during these few years, could be diffused without opposition, the fury 
of its enemies, which had been held in check, would break forth with 
fresh violence on this emperor's death. 

These consequences ensued under the reign of Trajan, after the year 
99; since this emperor, a statesman in the Roman sense, could not 
overlook the encroachments on all sides of a religious community so 
entirely repugnant in its character to the Roman spirit. And the law 
issued by him against close associations, (the Hetrerire,) for the pur
pose of suppressing the factious element in many districts, might easily 
be turned against the Christians, who formed a party so closely united 
together. !twas at this time, (A. D. 110,) the younger Pliny, whose 
noble susceptibility to all purely human feelings shines forth so amiably 
in his letters, came, as proconsul of Bithynia and Pontus, into countries 
over which many Christians were dispersed. A great number of them 
were arraigned before his tribunal. He was thrown into embarrass
ment, as he had never befo.re taken a share in such transactions; as 
there was no settled law on the matter, except the general principles of 
the civil law of the empire, relating to "religiones novre et peregrinre," 
and as the number of the accused was so great; "for many," he writes 
to the emperor, "of all ages, of every rank, and of both sexes would 
be involved in the danger; for the contagion of this superstition haa 
seized not only cities, but also the villages and open country." The 
temples were deserted, the ordinary rites of worship could not for a 
long time be celebrated, and victims for sacrifice were rarely purchased.2 

Pliny, like a l~ver of justice, ~id not allow himself to prejudge the case, 
but took all pams to mform hImself as to the character of the Christian 
sect. ~e. questioned ~uch as had for many years been separated from 
the ChrIstIan commumty, and apostates are usually little inclined to 

1 Dio Cassius mentions, in connection 2 PUn.!. X. ep. 97. Prope jam desolat8 
with the crimen majestatis, the charge of templa, sacra solennia diu intennisSll, vic
aa€{Jua, also of the lovdai'Ko~ {3Lo~, although timre, quarum adhuc rarissimus cmtor in
certainly by' aaHlEla, we are not to under veniehatur. 
stand lhe u-8-eoTTJr, or Christianity. 

VOL. I. 9 



98 CHRISTIANS UNDER TRAJAN. 

speak well of the society to which they formerly belonged. Following 
the brutal custom of Roman justice, which paid no regard to man's 
universal rights, he applied torture to two female slaves, who held the 
office of deaconesses in the Christian communities, for the purpose of 
extorting from them the truth. And after all he could learn only, that 
the Christians were in the custom of meeting together on a certain day, 
(Sunday;) that they then united in a hymn of praise to their God, 
Christ; and that they bound one another, 1 - not to the commission of 
crimes,2 - but to refrain from theft, from adultery; to be faithful in 
performing their promises, to withhold from none the property intrusted 
to their keeping;3 that after this they separated, and met again in the 
evening at a simple and innocent meal.4 But these latter assemblies 
had been discontinued in compliance with the emperor's edict against 
the Hetrerire. 

If we compare Pliny with his friend Tacitus, so far as it concerns 
their relation to Christianity, the former distinguishes himself at once 
by the greater freedom and impartiality of his judgment. Tacitus, 
without entering into any further investigation of the facts, allows him
self to be swayed by his prejudices against everything not Roman, 
against a religion coming from the Jews, the founder of which had been 
executed by the order of a Roman governor, a religion which found so 
many adherents among people of the lower class; he is carried away 
by the popular reports which fell in with those prejudices. He reckons 
Christianity among the many new and bad customs, which from all 
quarters of the world flowed together and found sympathy in the great 
capital, Rome.5 He sees in it nothing but an exitiabilis superstitio,
in the Christians, only homines per flagitiis invisos, - men hateful for 
their crimes, and who deserved the severest punishments.6 Pliny does 
not allow himself to be hurried at once to a conclusion by his own 
prejudices or prevailing rumors. He considers it his duty to enter into 
a careful investigation of the case, before he decides. The result of 
his inquiry was favorable to the Christians, in so far as the judgment 
was based on purely moral grounds, and the general right of mankind 
to freedom in the worship of God was recognized. But Pliny shares in 
common with Tacitus the partial and contracted views of the Roman 
statesman, which prevented him from taking that elevated stand. He 
sees in a religion which absorbs the whole interest of men, and makes 
them forget everything else, nothing but a superstitio prava,7 - or as 
we might express it, by converting the phrase into modern language, a 
misty pietism. He requires, inasmuch as he looks upon religion as a 
matter of the state, unconditional obedience to the. laws of the empire. 

1 An allusion to the baptismal TOW, the , Plainly in contradiction of the popular 
sacramentum militire Christianre, to which rumors respecting those unnatural repasts 
there is frequent reference in the practical of the Christians, the epulre Thyestere. 
homilies. 6 Quo cuncta undique atrocia aut puden

2 A plain contradiction of those popular da confluunt celebranturque. 
rumors respecting the objects had in view in 6 Sontes et novissima exempla meritos. 
the secret assemblies among the Christians. '1 Not exitiabilis, because he was obliged 

8 Whoever by such a sin violated his to acknowledge that the Christians were 
baptismal vow, was excluded from the fel blameless in their lives. 
lowship of the church. 
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With the character of the religion he has nothing to do. Whatever that 
might be, defiance of the imperial laws must be severely punished.! 

The Christians must deny their faith, invoke the gods, offer incense 
and ,pour out libations before the image of the emperor, together with 
the images of the gods, and curse Christ. If they declined so to do, 
and, after having been thrice calleel upon, by the governor , to abjure 
their faith, continued steadfastly to confess that they were Christians 
and would remain so, Pliny condemned them to death, as obstinate 
confessors of a religio illicita, who dared publicly defy the laws of the 
empire. They who complied with the governor's terms, were pardoned. 

It is no matter of wonder, considering the rapid and powerful 
spread of Christiuuity in this country, if the faith of many, who had 
come over to the religion during the peaceful times of N erva, was of 
no such nature as to stand the trial of persecution. Sudden and 
extensive conversions of tlJis kind are not apt to prove the most 
thorough. So was it in the present case; many who had embraced 
Christianity, or were on the point of embracing it, drew back at the 
threatening prospect of death, and the consequences of this change 
were visible in the increase of the numbers who participated in the 
public religious ceremonies. 

In observing the effect of his measures, Pliny fell into the same mis
take into which statesmen, crafty in all other things, have often fallen, 
with regard to concerns which stand related to what is highest and most 
free in human nature. The happy issue which for the moment seemed 
to attend the course he had chosen, led him to hope that by degrees 
the new sect .might easily be suppressed, if the same method should 
continue to be pursued; if severity were suitably blended with mild
ness; if the obstinate were punished to terrify the others, while such 
38 were disposed to retract, were not driven to desperation by the 
refusal of pardon. 

In submitting the report of these transactions to the emperor Trajan,2 
he requested his advice particularly on the following questions: 
whether a distinction was to be made of different ages, or the young and 
tender were to be treated precisely in the same way with the more ma
ture ? 3 whether any time was to be allowed for repentance, or every 
person who had once been a Christian was in every case to be punish
ed? whether the Christians were liable to punishment simply as such, 
or only. on accoun~ of other offenc.es? It is plain, from the judicial 
proceedmgs of Phny above descrIbed, how most of these questions 
ought, according to his own view of the case , to be answered· and the , 
empe:or appro~ed of t~ese proceedings; moreover, in deciding the 
questlOn~ ~ubmitted.to hIS authority, he went on the same principles. 
The Chnstllms, he dId not place in the same class with ordinary crim

1 His words are: Ncque enim duhitaham, indubitable marks of genuineness on its 
qualecunque esset, quod fatercntur, pervi face. No one but the Roman statesman 
caciam certe ct inflexibilem obstinationem could so write on the affair. 
debere pun in. 3 This question was probably occasioned 

2 L. X. cp. 97. This rcport of Pliny by the fact that many children and .'IJ.ou0 (see
~hich we have followed thus far, bears th~ above) were found among the Chnstians. 

http:ubmitted.to
http:offenc.es
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inals, for whom the governors in the provinces caused search to be made 
by the police.1 They were not to be sought after; but when informa
tion was lodged against them, and they were arraigned before the 
tribunal, they must be punished. In what way, the emperor does not 
explain; he even admits that on this point no certain rule of general 
application, could be given.2 It appears, however, that the punishment 
was generally understood to be death. Moreover, Trajan accorded 
pardon to such as manifested repentance. 

As early a Christian writer as Tertullian found that this decision 
involved a contradiction. If the emperor considered the Christians as 
guilty, he ought to have directed that, like all other criminals, they 
should be sought out and delivered over to punishment; if he regarded 
them as innocent, punishment was in all cases alike unjust. Without 
doubt, a correct judgment, when the matter is considered in its purely 
moral aspect; but this was not the view of it taken by the emperor. 
He stood in the position of a politician and a ;"udge, governed by the 
laws of the Roman State. He was of the opinion, that open contempt 
of the" Roman ceremonies," open resistance to the laws of the empire, 
could not be suffered, in any case, to go unpunished, even though no 
act was connected with it of a morally punishable nature.3 Thus the 
emperor believed himself obliged to proceed, whenever such unlawful 
conduct attracted public attention; but he wished, as far as possible, 
to ignore it, so that indulgence might be exercised to the full extent 
compatible with due regard for the 'laws. Agreeing with Pliny, that 
Ohristianity was but a fanatic delusion, he too probably imagined, that 
if severity were tempered with clemency, if too much notice were not 
to be taken of the matter, and if open offences were neither suffered to 
go unpunished, nor prosecuted with rigor, the hot enthusiasm would 
easily cool to indifference, and the cause gradually expire of its own 
accord. If Christianity had possessed no higher principle, the result 
would have justified the emperor's opinion. 

The change produced by the rescript of Trajan was this: Christ
ianity, which hitherto had tacitly passed for an "unlawful religion," 
(a religio illicita,) was now condemned as such by an express law.4 

1 The elpT/1>apxovl:, Curiosos. ployment of this name. But when Tibeti
2 Neque enim in universum aliquid, quod an says, that he had not become tired of 

qUll.Si certam formam habeat, constitui po destroving the Christians, this assuredly 
test. does not agree very well with the above

S Like Pliny; see his language cited on cited rescript of Trajal1, which expressly 
page 99, note 1. commands that the Christians should not 

i According to a document preserved in be sought aj~er. And the statement that the 
the chronicle of Johannes Malalas, (I. XI. Christians hastened to surrender themsCl yes, 
p. 273, cd Niebuhr,) Tiberianus, Prrefcct of hardly a~rees with the times. It was- the 
Palestina prima, had informerl the empe more violent persecutions, which first culled 
ror, that the Christians offered themselves forth such an enthusiastic tendency. Neith
in crowds, and that nothing could be ac· er can we regard the report of the martyr
complished by the effusion of blood. Moved dom of the bishop Ignatius of Antioch as 
by this information, the emperor issued a a document belonging to this period. In 
new edict, forbidding the execution of the this nal'rativc we do not recognize the Em
Christians. Against the authenticity of the peror Trajan, and therefore feel ourselves 
writinO' here communicated, we would not compelled to entertain doubts, with l'Cl,rard
adduc~ the name "Galileans," which is ap to every thing reported in this account; as,
plied to the Christians in no other document for example, that Christians were already, 
of this period. There might have been in the reign of this emperor, thrown to 
lome particular local reason for the em- wild beasts. 
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It was the emperor's design, that the Christians should be subjected 
only to leO'al trials; but the impulse had been now given to a move
ment to which no limits could be fixed. With the political opposition 
associated itself the religious, which exercises a vastly greater power 
on men's passions. The open war of paganism with the spiritual 
might that threatened its destruction was lighted up. The fanatical 
rage of the populace imagined it had found a point of union and sup
port in the laws, and the Christians were laid bare to their assaults. 
These commenced in the first years of the government of Hadrian, 
who was elevated to the imperial throne in 111. There were govern
ors who looked on the shedding of human blood with indifference, and 
who were very ready to sacrifice persecuted men to the popular fury, 
in order to gain for themselves the good will of their provinces, or who 
also shared in the fanaticism of the people. They might the more 
easily believe they could pursue this course with impunity, or even 
with the emperor's approbation, because they knew he was ardently 
attached to the sacred customs (the sacra) of his country. When, in 
the year 124, he made a tour through Greece, and procured himself to 
be initiated into all the Hellenic mysteries, the enemies of Christianity 
thouO'ht it a favorable opportunity to begin their persecutions of the 
hated sect. The two learned Christians, Quadratus and Aristides, 
were hence induced to present, each of them, to the emperor, an 
apology in behalf of their companions in the faith. But a still greater 
influence than could possibly have come from such apologetic writings, 
was doubtless produced on an emperor who loved justice and social 
order, by the representations of Serrenius Granianus, proconsul of 
Asia :Minor, who complained of the disorderly attacks of the populace 
on the Christians. In consequence of this complaint, the emperor 
issued a rescript to his successor in office, Minucius Fundanus.1 ' 

Hadrian declared himself decidedly against a practice, whereby the 
innocent might be disturhed, and opportunity would be given to false 
accusors of extorting money by threatening to bring before the tribu
nal such as were suspected of Christia.nity.2 No accusations against 

1 The genuineness of the rescript is 
proved, not only by its being cited in an 
apology which the bishop Melito of Sard!s 
addressed to the second gUcccssor of thIS 
emperor, (Euseb.I. IV. c. 26,) but still more 
clearly by its contents; for it cannot be sup
posed, that a Christian would haye been 
contented witTI saYing so little to the ad
'vantage of his felfow-believers. That Ha
drian treated the Christians with gcntleness, 
appears evident from the praise bestowed 
on him by some Christian, who probably 
wrote not long after this time, in the fifth 
book of the Pseudo-Sibyllines: 'Apyvpo. 
tepavo!, av~p, rt;J <I' trrrr£rai. 1"' ovvofla 7rOVTOV, 
lrrral teat 7raVaplrrTo~ ut'~P Kat7rftvra vo~rret. 

2 I am of the opinion that Rufinus had 
before him the Latin original, but that 
Eusebius, as usual, ha.'l not translated with 
sufficient accuracy. Eusebius says, (1. VI. 

9'k 

c. 9,) iva fL~ TOt!' O'VKo~aVTat!' xopllyia tea
ICovpyiar 7raparrxd}~. Rufinus, ne calum
niatoribus latrocinandi tribuatur occasio. 
It is not easy to see, how it could eyer oc
Cur to Rufinus to translate the general term, 
KaICovpyia, into the special one, latrocinatio, 
when the context furnished no occasion 
whatsoever for such a change j while on the 
other hand, it is easy to see how Eusebius 
might loosely employ a general term to ex
press the special one of the original. La
trocinari is here synonymous with concntere 
elsewhere. Tertullian's words to the Gov
ern or Scapula, when the latter began to ap
pear as a persecutor, may serve to explain 
the sense: Parce provincire, qure, visa in
tentione tua, obnoxia facta est concussioni
bus et militum et inirilicorum suorum 
cujusque. 
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Christians were to be received, but such as were in the legal form; the 
Christians were no longer to be arrested on mere popular clamor. 
When legally brought to trial, and convicted of doing pontrary to the 
laws,! they were to be punished according to their deserts; but a. 
severe punishment was also to be inflicted on false accusers. Similar 
rescripts were sent by the emperor to many other provinces.2 If by 
"doing contrary to the laws" in this rescript, were meant criminal 
conduct, or any infraction of civil order, without reference to religion, 
we should be obliged to consider it as a proper edict of toleration, 
whereby Christianity was received into the class of "lawful religions; " 
but had this been the emperor's intention, he would certainly have 
explained more distinctly what was meant by acts contrary to the laws. 
After the rescript of Trajan, a particular declaration, distinctly 
expressed, was required, unless the silence itself was to be permitted to 
operate to the disadvantage of the Christians.3 Hadrian's rescript 
was properly directed only against the attacks of the excited populace 
on such as were reported to be Christians; it only required a legal 
form of trial, which had been also the will of Trajan. At best, the 
vague expressions of the rescript might be turned to the advantage of 
the Christians, by those who were so disposed.4 . It was not so much 
his regard for Christianity, or the Christian people, as his love of jus
tice, that led the emperor to the adoption of these measures; for Ha
drian, as we have already remarked, was a strict and zealous follower 
of the old Roman, and, it may be added, the old Grecian religions, and 
looked upon the sacred rites of foreigners with disdain.o This temper 
of mind shines out through the remarkable letter which the emperor 
wrote to the Consul Servianus.6 It is true, Christianity, in itself, 
forms no part of the subject ~f this letter, but is only introduced by the 
way. He is speaking simply of the multifarious and restless activity of 
the Alexandrians, of their polypragmatia character, and of the peculiar 
religious syncretism, which had sprung up in that common centre of the 
commerce of the world. A vein of sarcasm runs through the whole. 
"Those who worship Serapis,'.' says Hadrian, "are Christians, and 
those who call themselves bishops of Christ, are worshipers of Sera
pis. There is no rul~r of a synagogue, no Samaritan, no presbyter of 

1 Eos adversum leges quicquam auere. 
2 According to Melito of Sardi~. See 

Euseb. l. IV. c. 26. 
81f Melito of Sardis (I. c.) says after

wards to the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, 
that his predecessors had honored Christi
anity together with other modcs of worship, 
1rpi}~ Tal~ UA.A.al~ fJpT/UKeial(; fTiflTJUav, very 
little can be inferred from this i for whoev
,er claimed an emperor's protection for 
Christianity, would naturally make the 
most of what had been done, or seemed to 
:have been done, for the Christians, by his 
;predccessors. 

4 Tertullian (ad Scapulam, c. 5,) cites 
·the examples of two magistrates who took 
advantage of this rescript, to procure the 

acquittal of Christians. Vespronius Can
didus dismissed a Christian who had been 
arraigned before him, because it was con
trary to good order to follow the clamor of 
the multitnde, (quasi tumultuosum civibus 
satisfacere.) Another, Pudens, observing 
from the protocol" (elogium) with which a 
Christian was sent over to him, that he 
had been seized in a disorderly manner and 
with threats, (concussione ejus intellecta,) 
dismissed him, with the remark, that in 
conformity with the laws, he could not hear 
men, where there was no certain, legal ac
cuser. 

li Vid. Blius Spartian. vita Hadriani, 
c.22. 

6 Flavii Vopisci Saturmnus, c. 8. 
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the Christians, who is not an astrologer, a soothsayer. The patriarch 
of the Jews himself, when he comes to Egypt, is ~orced by one party to 
worship Serapis, by the other, Christ.! They have but one God, who 
is none. Him, Christians, Jews, and all races, worship alike." 2 He 
touches on Christianity, merely as one element in this mixture of reli
gions. The picture floating before his mind is rather the general 
aspect of Alexandrian life, or such exhibitions of it as might be pre
sented, for example, in Gnostic sects, which started into existence there 
as purely Christian communities. At the same time, it is impossible 
not to perceive from this description, how very far Hadrian was from 
respecting Christianity, or monotheistic religion generally. 

The account, therefore, appears incredible, which we have from a 
historian belonging to the early part of the fourth century, lElius Lam
pridius,s that the emperor had it in view to place Christ among the 
Roman gods, and hence caused to be erected, in all the cities, temples 
without images, which were called" Hadrian's temples" (tempI a Hadri

. ani)4; but that he was prevented, by the representations of the priests, 
from carrying out his design. This report probably sprung from the 
same source with that of so many other fictitious legends, - the desire 
of accounting for something, the tnle cause of which was unknown; in 
the present case, from the desire of explaining the object of these tem
ples, which had been left unfinished. United with this, was the exag
gerated opinion, resting on a few misapprehended facts, of the empe
ror's favorable disposition towards Christianity. On so slender a foun
dation, men thought themselves warranted to transfer to this emperor 
a mode of thinking which they found in others who came after him,-as, 
for instance, in Alexander Severus. 

Under this government, so favorable to the Christians in the Roman 
empire, they suffered a serious persecution in another quarter. A 
certain Barcochba,-who pretended to be the 11essiah, and under whom, 
as their leader, the Jews once more revolted against the Romans,
endeavored to prevail on the Christians in Palestine to renounce their 
faith, and join in the insurrection. Failing of his purpose, he caused 
those that fell into his hands to be executed in the most cruel' manner. 

After the death of Hadrian, A. D. 138, the rescripts issued by him 
lost their power; at the same time, under the government of his suc
cessor, Antoninus Pius, various public calamities, famine, an inundation 
of the ~riber, earthquakes in Asia Minor and in the island of Rhodes, 
ravaging. fires at Ro~e,.Antioch and Ca:thage, rekindled the popular 
fury agaInst the Chnstmns to greater VIOlence than ever.s The mild 
and philanthropic emperor could not approve of such injurious treat

1 IUi, qui Sernpim colllnt, Christiani suut, acterizcd the class whom he calls "Grrecu
et devoti suut Serapi, qui se Christi episco Ii." Sat. III. v. 75. 
pos dicunt. Nemo illie archisynagogus 2 Unus illis Deus nulIus est. Bune Chris
Judreorum, Demo Samarites, nemo Christi tiani, hune Judrei, hune omnes venerantar 
anorum presbyter non mathematieus, non et gentes.

haruspex, non aliptes. Compare this with 8 Alex. Sever. c. 24. 

Juvenal's description of the braggart dis
 • 'Aopurveia, mentioned already in Aristid! 
position, the boastful pretension to clear orat. sacr. 1. 

understanding of all matters, which char- 6 Jalii Capitolini vita Antonini Pil, c. 9. 
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ment of a part of his subjects. In different rescripts, addressed to 
Grecian States, he declared himself wholly opposed to these violent 
proceedings. The indulgence shown by this emperor to the Christians 
would appear to have been c.arried to a still greater length, might we 
regard as genuine a rescript ascribed in all probability to him, (not to 
his successor, Marcus Aurelius,) -the rescript to the Assembly of 
Deputies in Asia Minor, (rrf!o~ TO ~OlJlOJI T~~ ·.Aula~;) for in this he 
declares expressly, that the Christians were to be punished only when 
convicted of political crimes; that, on the other hand, whoever accused 
them on the score of their religion, should be liable himself to prosecu
tion. But the author of this rescript speaks rather the language of a. 
Christian than of a pagan emperor, especially of one whose distin
guishing praise was his "singular and scrupulous regard for the public 
ceremonies," (insignis erga crerimonias publicas cura et religio. Fa
bretti marmor.) The succeeding history, moreover, does not notice the 
existence of such an edict.1 

Under the reign of the succeeding emperor, Marcus Aurelius the 
philosopher, A. D. 161, many public calamities occurred, particularly a 
destructive pestilence, whose ravages gradually extended from Ethiopia 
through the entire Roman empire as far as Gaul. Such events could 
not fail to produce the same injurious impression of hostility to the 
enemies of the gods, on the feelings of the multitude. It was during 
this time, the magician Alexander stirred up the zeal of the people for 
their gods, promising them miraculous aid from these higher powers, 
and exasperating their hatred against the Christians. If the persecu
tions of this reign, however, had sprung only from the popular fury, 
and if Aurelius had been similarly disposed with his predecessors, this 
fury might have been restrained also under the influence of his adminis
tration. But, on the contrary, we now see the higher authorities of 
the state leagued together with the people in the cause of oppression. 
In Asia Minor, the Christians were persecuted with such extreme 
violence, that Melito, bishop of Sardis, who appeared as their advocate 
before the emperor, said,2 "the race of God's worshipers in this 
country are persecuted as they never were before, by new edicts; for 
the shameless sycophants, greedy of others' possessions,-since they are 
furnished by these edicts with an opportunity of so doing, - plunder 
their innocent victims day and night. And let it be right, if it is done 
by your command, since a just emperor will never resolve on any unjust 
measure; and we will cheerfully bear the honorable lot of such a death. 
Yet we.would submit this single petition, that you would inform yourself 
respectmg the people who excite this contention,· and impartially decide 
whether they deserve punishment and death, or deliverance and peace. 
But if this resolve, and this new edict 

) 
- an edict which ouO'ht not so

0 

1 Eusebius, it is true, says that Melito of this rescript, though it would have been far 
Sardis refers to this rescript in his apology more favorable to the Christians than the 
addressed to the succeeding emperor. B"ht edict he actually cites. 
it is remarkable, that Melito, in the frng- !1 Euseb. 1. IV. c. 26. 
ment introduced by Ensebius,fails to quote 
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to be issued even against hostile barbarians, - comes from yourself, we 
pray you the more not to leave us exposed to such public robbery." 

These words of Melito, in which he shows no less of Christian dignity 
than of Christian prudence, lead us to several reflections. Already, 
after the edict of Trajan, Ohristians once accused rnig7tt be punished 
with death; and this edict had never been officially revoked, though 
the clemency of the last emperors may have operated to prevent its 
being rigorously executed. But Melito says, that a new and terrible 
edict had been issued by the proconsul, inviting rnen to lodge informa
tions against the Christians. This is the more extraordinary, as it 
happens to be under the government of an emperor who was by no 
means inclined to the disorderly practice of information? and as it 
appears to have been the policy of Aurelius, in other cases, to diminish 
the penalties affixed to crimes by the laws.2 And we can hardly sup
pose the proconsul would venture to issue a new edict on his own 
responsibility. Indeed, Melito himself seems not to have believed 
otherwise, than that the edict proceeded from the emperor. His ex
pressions of doubt were necessary, to enable him, with due respect for 
the imperial authority, to invite a repeal of the obnoxious edict. 

Perhaps by glancing at the philosophical and religious system of 
Ivlal'cus Aurelius, considered in its relation to Christianity, we shall be 
prepared to understand better his views and conduct with regard to it. 
The Stoic philosophy was not calculated to make him a friend to the 
Christians. What he esteemed as the highest attainment, was that 
composure in view of death, which proceeded from cool reflection, from 
conviction on scientific grounds - the resignation of the sage, ready to 
surrender even personal existence to the annihilation demanded by the 
iron law of the universal whole. But a thing altogether unintelligible 
to him, was the enthusiasm, springing out of a living faith, and a well
assured hope, grounded on that faith, with which the Christians met 
death. A conviction which by arguments of reason could not be 
communicated to all, appeared to him as nothing but fanaticism; and 
the way in which many Christians, really under fanatical excitement, 
even courted death, might confirm him in these views. He, too. like 
Pliny and Trajan, could see nothing in disobedience to the laws of the 
empire on matters of religion, but blind obstinacy. 

Let us quote the emperor's own language respectin(T the Christians 
as we find it in his ~Ieditations.3 " The soul," he say; "when it must 

&I , 

depart from the b?dy, sh~uld be ready to be extinguished, to be dis
persed, or to SUbSIS~ a whIle. longer with the body. But this readiness 
m?st procee~ f~om It~ own Judgme~t, and not from mere obstinacy,4 as 
WIth the Chnsbans; It must be arrIved at with reflection and dignity, 
~o that you .c0.u1d even c0I?-vin~e'anot~er, without declamation." Judg
~g the Chnsbans from th~s po~nt of VIew, though he found them guilty, 
m other respects, of n.othmg nnmoral, though he could hardly cre~it 
the popular rumors whlCh had been so often refuted, yet he might still 

1 Julii Capitotini vita, c. 11. t M~ KaT« ""t')..~v 1rapu:ra;Lv, aTpar~O<.lr, 
2 L. c. c. 24. pervicacia, obstinatio. 
8L. XI. C. 3. 

http:aTpar~O<.lr
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regard them as enthusiasts, dangerous to social order; and when he 
observed .how Christianity, under the least mild governments, was 
continually making encroachments on all sides, he might consider him
self called upon to check its further progress by energetic measures. 

We must see in Marcus Aurelius, not barely the Roman statesman 
and the Stoic philosopher, but also the man of a child-like piety of 
disposition, for which he was indebted, as he tells us himself,l to the 
influence of a pious mother on his education; and assuredly, he had 
received in this way something of more substantial worth than an 
abstract religion of reason could have given him. To the question, 
(often proposed to the Christians,) where have you seen the gods, or 
whence know you their existence, that you so reverence them? he 
answers; "in the first place, they make themselves visible even to the 
eye of sense;" - where we may suppose he had in mind, either those 
visible deities, the heavenly bodies, or, what is more probable, appear
ances of the gods in visions and dreams. "But again, I have never 
seen my own soul, and yet I respect it. So too I come to know the 
existence of the gods, because I constantly experience the effects of 
their power, and hence I reverence them." 2 And certainly there 
was truth lying at the ground of those experiences, although Marcus 
Aurelius knew not the" unknown God" from whom they came, and to 
whom they were designed to lead him, as the God of revelation; as 
for example, when he says, on a retrospect of the divine providence 
which had guided him along from childhood, " so far as it depended on 
the gods, on the influences coming from them, on their aids and sugges
tions, I might have attained already to a life in harmony with nature; 
but if I still fall short of this mark, it is my own fault, and must be 
ascribed to my neglect of following the admonitions, I might almost 
say, the express instructions, of the gods." 3 'Ve find traces in his 
writings of an honest self-examination; we see how very far he was 
from confounding himself with the ideal of the wise man, how the sense 
of his own deficiency disposed him to gentleness towards others. It is 
true, such Kind of self-knowledge, which, for others, led the way to 
Christianity, could not conduct him thither, because he was skilful in 
interpreting those inner experiences by his Stoic doctrine of fatalism, 
which made the bad necessary, no less than the good, to the realization 
of the harmony of the universe. And in this view, also, he found 
comfort in a stoical resignation; for says he, "When you see others 
sin, reflect that you also sin in various ways, and are just such as they. 
And. th~ug~ you abstain .from many sinful actions, yet you have within, 
~he m~lin~tlOn to commIt ~hem, though you Il1ay be restrained frDm 
mdulgmg It, by fear, by vamty, or some similar motive." 4 He belonged 
to the class of those, who, like the Platonists above mentioned, were 
seeking for a midd!e way.between superstition and infidelity. He de
sired a c~eerful pIety, WIthout superstition. He believed honestly, as 
appears eVIdent from the passages above cited, in the reality of the gods, 

8L.I.c.17. 
~ L. XI. c. 18. 

http:8L.I.c.17
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and of their appearances. With other devout pagans of his time, he was 
convinced that the gods revealed in dreams, sent to those that honored 
them, the knowledge of remedies for bodily disease, and imagined that 
ho had experienced such assistance himself in several cases of sickness.! 
'Then the pestilence, already mentioned, was raging in Italy, he looked 
upon it as a warning to restore the ancient worship in its minutest 
particulars. He summoned priests from all quarters to Rome, and 
even put off his expedition against the Marcomannians, for the purpose 
of celebrating the religious solemnities by which he hoped that the evil 
might be averted.2 The multitude of victims which he caused to be 
sacrificed in the preparation for that war, provoked ridicule, even from 
many of the pagans.3 

It may easily be explained, then, how an emperor, with the love of 
justice and the gentleness which we see expressed in the actions and 
writings of Marcus Aurelius, could yet, from a political and a religious 
interest, become a persecutor of the Christians. We have a law from 
him, which condemns to banishment on an island, those "that do any 
thing whereby a superstitious fear of the deity. could be insinuated into 
men's excitable minds."4 That this law 'Was pointed at the Christians, 
cannot, indeed, be asserted; inasmuch as there were, under this gov
ernment, an unusual number of magicians and popular impostors, by 
whose practices such a law may have been called forth. But it may 
easily be conceived, that l\farcus Aurelius, like Celsus, who wrote at 
that time against the Christians, would not scruple to place the latter 
in the same class with the others. This prince was inclined to rardon 
such as confessed their crimes and showed signs of penitence, even in 
cases where he could have punished without being severe.5 .But the 
Christians could not be induced to acknowledge they had done wrong; 
they rather persisted in that which was forbidden by the laws. It was, 
perhaps, for this reason, the emperor directed that every means should 
be employed to constrain them to a renunciation of their faith; and 
only in the last extremity, when they could not be forced to submit, 
was the punishment of death to be inflicted. But an ill-advised human
ity, aiming to spare the effusion of human blood, might easily become 
the occasion of much cruelty. 

Bringing together what offers itself to our notice as peculiar in the 
character of the persecutions of this time, we find two things particu
larly worthy of remark: first, that search was made for the Christians 
by express command; although, indeed, such search was often antici: 
pat~d ~y the p.opular fury.. y!e have seen above, that, according to 
TraJan ~ r.escl1pt, the C~nsbans were expressly distinguished £i'om 
those crimmals for whom It was the duty of the provincial authorities 
to make search. Now, on the contrary, diligent search was made for 
them; and they were often obliged to conceal themselves to save their 

1 L. I. c. 17. 'Relegandum ad insulam qui ali quid 
II Jul. Capitol. c. 13 et 21. fecerit, quo leves hominum animi supcrsti
8 Hence the epigram, ol A.ev"o~ {36er Map tione numinis terreantur, in the Pandects. 

Itftl TifJ Kainapt; uv nV vt"~n7Jr, 7,fleir U7rt.lA.O 6 See the example in CapitoliDuS, cap. 13. 
fle'l7a. Ammian. Marcellin.!. XXV. c. 4. 
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lives, as appears from the several accounts of the persecutions, and 
from the assertions of Celsus.1 Next, the practice hitherto had been 
this: when the Ohristians accused, after repeated summons, persisted 
in refusing to deny their faith, they were executed without torture. 
Now it was attempted to force them to a denial by tortures. An edict 
which agrees in all respects with this practice, is still extant, under 
the name of the Emperor Aurelian,2 and as in style and contents it 
bears every mark of authenticity, may, doubtless, be the edict against 
the Christians, originally addressed by this emperor (Aurelius) to the 
presidents of the provinces. It runs thus: " We have heard that the 
laws are violated by those who in our times call them'selves Christians. 
Let them be arrested; and unless they offer to the gods, let them be 
punished with dive~s tortures; yet so that justice may be mingled with 
severity, and that the punishment may cease, as soon as the end is 
gained of extirpating the transgressors." The last clause is altogether 
in the character of l\1arcus Aurelius. The governors were to keep 
steadily in view the one object, which was to put down Christianity in 
its collision with the State religiou, and to bring men back to the wor
ship of the Roman gods. They were not to act by the promptings of 
blind passion; but even such a clause was plainly insufficient to place 
a check on cruel and arbitrary measures.3 

'Ve proceed now, under the guidance of authentic records, to take a 

1 Celsus, speaking of the Christians, that 
not without reason they do every thing in 
concealment : "Are olw{fouflEvoL Ti'JV tTrTJpTTJ
flivT/V aUTolr OiKTJV TOV {favuTov. L. I. c. l. 
"HTOl CPEUYOllTEr lCa2 KpV7rTOflEVOl 1J UAlUKO
flEVOl Ka~ u7roUi'flEVOl. L. VIII. c. 4l. 
''Yfli:lV oe KtjV 7rAaVUTal Tlr eTL Aav{fuvwv, 
UUU (TJUlTaL 7rpar {favuTov rJiKTJV. L. 
VIII. c. 69. 

2 A name which, as Pagi and Ruinart 
rightly conjectured, probably stands for 
.Aur/dillS. 

8 The edict, which is preserved to us in 
the actis Symphoriani, of which we shall 
afterwards speak, reads in the original as 
follows: "Aurelianus Imperator omnibus 
administratoribus suis atque rectoribus. 
,Comperimu5 ab his, qui se temporibus nos
tris Christianos dicunt, legum pr::ecepta 
violari. Hos comprehensos, nisi diis nos
tris sacrificaverint. diversis punite cruciati
bus, quatenus habeat districtio prolata jus
titiam et in resecandis criminibus ultio ter
minata jam finem." Certainly no unpreju
diced person can suppose this edict to be 
spurious, as there was no imaginable end to 
be gained by a forgery, as it is conceived 
wholly in the spirit of pagan statesmen, 
and expressed in the official languaO"e of 
the times. If it belonged to the age of 
Aurelian, whose name it bears, the martyr 
in whose history it stands, must have per
ished in that reign. But it can hardlv be 
assumed, that the persecution under'this 
emperor proceeded so far as to the effusion 

of Christian blood, (see beyond.) The 
manner, too, in which the Christians arc 
spoken of, as a sect by no means old, suits 
better to the time of 1\:[. Aurelius than that 
of Aurelian, when the Christian sect had 
now been so long known. The charge 
brought against the Christians, that by the 
exercise of their religion thev violated the 
Jaws of the empire, would "hardly be so 
stated in the time of Anrelian, since Chris
tianity had at that time been already for 
the space of fifteen years admitted into the 
class of "religiones licit::e." No doubt, 
therefore, Aunilius is the proper reading, 
instead of Anreliallus, such namcs being 
frequcntly confounded with each other. 
But Lucius Aurelius Com modus is out of 
the question, since he was wcll disposed 
towards the Christians. So it can only be 
M. Aurelius Antoninns. What Gieseler has 
said against this hypothesis, in the second 
yol. of his Church History, (2 te Auflage, S. 
134,) does not suffice, to say the least, TO 
invalidate the above reasoning. The lan
guage of the concluding clause is somewhat 
singular, it is trne, for the age of the An
tonines; yet I find nothing in particular in 
it, which is quite foreign to the J~atillity of 
that age j and it by no means seems .so 
clear to me that the Emperor M. Aurehus 
would not have employed the words rectores 
(rector provinci::e. see Tacit. Annal. 1. II. c. 
4,) and administratores, to designate the va
rious governors. 
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'nearer view of the manner in which these persecutions were conducted 
in the provinces, and of the behavior of the Christians under them. 

We have first to notice that which befel the church of Smyrna, in 
167, and in which the aged and venerable Bishop Polycarp, a disciple 
of the Apostle John, gave up his life. Of this persecution we have a 
detailed account, in a circular letter addressed by the church of 
Smyrna to other Christian churches.! The proconsul of Asia Minor, 
at that time, does not appear to have been personally hostile to the 
Christians; but the heathen populace, with whom the lower class of 
Jews had united themselves, were fiercely hot against them. The 
proconsul yielded to the popular violence and to the demands of the 
law. He endeavored to move the Christians by threats, by displaying 
before them the instruments of torture, and the savage animals to 
which they were to be thrown, to deny their faith; if they remained 
firm, he cQndemned them to death. In one respect, he certainly 
evinced too ready a compliance with the ferocious will of the people. 
He chose deaths that were painful and ignominious; such as being 
thrown to wild beasts or perishing at the stake - punishments he was 
not compelled to resort to by the laws. Yet it must be allowed, that 
if the laws denounced death in general terms, as the penalty for pefl
severance in Christianity, it was considered right to assume, that such 
as were not Roman citizens ought to suffer a more painful death than 
those who were.2 

Under the most agonizing torments, calculated to excite pity even in 
pagan bystanders, the Christians displayed great tranquillity and com
posure. " They made it evident to us all," says the church, "that 
in the midst of those sufferings, they were absent from the body; or 
rather, that the Lord stood by them and walked in the midst of them; 
and, staying themselves on the grace of Christ, they bid defiance to the 
torments of the world." But even here the difference was shown be
twixt the momentary intoxication of enthusiasm, which, with a rash 
confidence in itself, courted and defied danger, and that calm, delibe
rate submission to God's will, which first awaited his 'call, and then 
looked to him for the needed strength. A certain Phrycian, Quintus 
by name, of a nation peculiarly inclined by nature to fan~tical extrav
agance, presented himself, in comp3.Q.Y with many others, .. whom he had 
wrought up by his discourses to the same pitch of enthusiastic zeal 
uncalled for, before the proconsul's tribunal, and declared himself ~ 
~hristian. But ,,:hen t~e magist:ate pressed him, and wrought upon 
hIS ~p,ars, by showmg hIm the wll~ beasts, he yielded, swore by the 
gemus of the emperor, and sacrificed. After stating this faot, the 

1 By portions in Euseb. 1. IV. c. 15. Qui hominem immolaverint, sive ejus san
More complete in the collections of the guine litaverint, fanum, templumve polIuo
Patres APOS1olici. rint, bestiis objiciuntur, vel si honestiores 

2 To many of the crimes charged on the sint, capite puninntur. Magicre artis con
Christians by blind popular rumor, such seios summo supplicio affici placuit, id est, 
capital punishments were assigned. Qui bestiis objici aut cruci suffiai, ipsi autem 
sacra impia noctumave, ut quem obcanta magi vivi exuruntur. Julius Paulus in sen· 
rent, fecerint facicndave euraverint, aut tentiis receptis. 
cruci suffiguntur, aut bestiis objieiuntur. 
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church adds, "'Ve' therefore praise not those who voluntarily sur
render themselves; for so are we not taught in the gospel."l Quite 
different from this was the behavior of the venerable Bishop Polycarp, 
now ninety years of age. 'Vhen he heard the shouts of the people, 
demanding his death, it was his intention, at first, to remain quietly in 
the city, and await the issue which God might ordain for him. But, 
by the entreaties of the church, he suffered himself to be persuaded to 
take refuge in a neighboring villa. Here he spent the time, with a few 
friends, occupied, day and night, in praying for all the churches 
throughout the world. When search was made for him, he retreated 
to another villa; and directly after appeared the servants of the police, 
to whom his place of refuge had been betrayed by unworthy men, who 
enjoyed his confidence. The bishop himself, indeed, was gone; but 
they found two slaves, one of whom was put to the torture, and 
betrayed the place whither Polycarp had fled for refuge. As they 
;were approaching, Polycarp, who was in the highest story of the dwell
ing, might have escaped to another house, by the flat roof peculiar to 
the oriental style of building; but he said, " The will of the Lord be 
done." Descending to the officers of justice, he ordered whatever 
they chose to eat and drink to be placed before them, requesting them 
only to indulge him with one hour for quiet prayer. But the fulness 
of his heart hurried him through two h9urs, so that the pagans them
selves were touched by his devotion. 

The time being now come, they conveyed him to the city on an ass, 
where they were met by the chief officer of the police, (elpT/vapxo~,) 
coming, with his father, from the town. He took up Polycarp into his 
chariot, and addressing him kindly, asked" what harm there could be 
in saying' the emperor, our Lord,' and in sacrificing." At first, Poly
carp was silent; but as they went on to urge him, he said mildly, "I 
shall not do as you advise me." 'Vhen they perceived they could not 
persuade him, they grew angry. 'Vith opprobrious language, he was 
thrust out of the carriage, so violently as to injure a bone of one of his 
legs. 'Vithout looking round, he proceeded on his way, cheerful and 
composed, as though nothing had happened. Having arrived before 
the proconsul, he was urged by the latter to have respect at least to 
his own old age, to swear by the genius of the emperor, and give proof 
of his penitence, by joining in the shout of the people, " Away with the 
go~le.ss !" Polycarp looked with a firm eye at the assembled crowd, 
pomtmg to them with his finger; then with a si O'h, and his eyes uplifted 
to heaven, h~ said, "Away with the godless 1,,0 But when the procon
sul urged hIm farther, " Swear, curse Christ and I release thee." 
" S'IX an Clg y ye~rs," th 'd' ht e otd man replied, ". have I served him, an d 
he has ~one me nothmg but good; and how could I curse him, my Lord 
and SavIour!" The proconsul still persisting to urge him "Well," 
said ~ollcarp, "if you would know what I am, I tell you fra~kly, I am 
a ChristIan. Would you know what the doctrine of Christianity is, 

1 .1tc} Tovro oil" lrratvoiJpev rov~ rrpout- the reading should be b,ovrar,) lrre,,}~ o~X 
oVTa~ lavTot" (where, if it is not bad Greek, OiJT(')~ o,daalCEL 'TO EvayyiAtov. 
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appoint me an hour and hear me." The proconsul, who showed here 
how far he was from sharing in the fanatic spirit of the people, how 
gladly he would have saved the old man, if he could have appeased 
the multitude, said, "Do but persuade the people." Polycarp replied, 
"To you I was bound to give account of myself, for our religion 
teaches us to pay due honor to the powers ordained of God, so far as it 
can be done Without prejudice to our salvation. But those I regard as 
not worthy of hearing me defend myself before them." The governor 
having once more threatened him in vain with the wild beasts and the 
stake, caused it to be proclaimed by the herald, in the circus, "Poly
carp has declared himself to be a Christian I" With these words, was 
pronounced the sentence of death. The heathen populace, with an 
infuriate shout, replied, " This is the teacher of atheism, the father of 
the Christians, the enemy of our gods, by whom so many have been 
turned from the worship of the gods and from sacrifice." The pro
consul having yielded to the demands of the people, that Polycarp 
should die at the stake, Jews and pagans hastened together, to bring 
wood from the shops and the baths. As they were about to fasten him 
with nails to the stake of the pile, he said, "Leave me thus; he who 
has strengthened me to encounter the flames, will also enable me to 
stand firm at the stake." Before the fire was lighted, he prayed, 
"Lord, Almighty God, Father of thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have received from thee the knowledge of thyself; 
God of angels, and of the whole creation; of the human race, and of 
the just that live in thy presence; I praise thee that thou hast judged 
me worthy of this day and of this hour, to take part in the number of 
thy Witnesses, in the cup of thy Christ." 

What appeared the greatest thing, to this church, was not the mar
tyr's death of Polycarp in itself, but the Christian manner in which it 
was suffered. They expressed it as their conviction, that all had been 
so ordered, that he might exhibit what was the essential character of 
evangelical martyrdom; 1 "for," so they write, "he waited to be 
delivered up, (did not press forward uncalled to the martyr's death,) 
imitating, in this respect, our Lord, and leaving an example for us to 
follow; so that we should not look to that alone which may conduce to 
our own salvation, but also to that which may be serviceable to our 
neighbor. For this is the nature of true and genuine charity, to seek 
not merely our own salvation, but the salvation of all the brethren."2 

The death of. the pious shepherd contributed also to the temporal 
advantage of hIS flock. The rage of fanaticism after having obtained 
this victim, became somewhat cooled; and the proconsul who was no 
personal enemy of the Christians, suspended all farthe; search and 
refused to know that another Christian existed. ' 

The second persecution under t~is emperor's reign, of which we 

1 ~ttOOV yap r.avTa Ttl r.poayovTa tytve pef}a, p~ floVOV (f/COr.OVvT£~ TO /Ca~' tavToVC,
TO, Zva 7Jpiv 0 /CvPtO~ uV(J~tv lr.tOet;71 TO cii..AU /Cal. TO /Cara TOV~ rrii..ar, ciYU:lrTJr yap
A:aTCl TO tvayyii..tov paproptov. cii..77~ovc /Cal. {3tfJatar lcrrl.v p~ floVOV tavrov 

2 ntptiptvev yap, iva rrapaocn9-ij, c:,~ /Ca2 ~ii..etv (f1:J~ecr{}aL, ai..AU /Ca2 mlvTar roVf 
/) A:Vptor, tva ptfl71Ta2 /Cal. hflt:ir aVTOv yevi>- cioeMj>ovr. 
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have any account, fell upon the churches of Lyons, (Lugdunum,) and 
of Vienna, in the year 177, and the source from which we derive our 
more exact knowledge of its details, is aletter from these churches to 
those of Asia Minor'! The fanatic excitement of the populace, in these 
cities, was the same as at Smyrna, if not still higher; but in addition 
to this, the superior magistrates seem to hav:e been infected with the 
rage of the lower classes. The bursts of popular fury had gradually 
increased in violence; the Christians were insulted and abused when
ever they appeared abroad, and were plundered in their own houses. 
At length the better known were seized and conducted before the mag
istrates. Having avowed themselves Christians, they were thrown into 

. prison; for during the absence of the, governor, or legate, they could 
not be brought at once to trial. The legate, on his arrival, immedi
ately began the examination with tortures, not only for the purpose of 
forcing the Christians to abjure, but also of wringing from them a con
fession of the truth respecting those absurd stories of unnatural crimes, 
of which they were so generally accused. Vettius Epagathus, on learn
ing that such charges were laid against his brethren, felt constrained to 
present himself at the legate's tribunal, as a witness of their inno
cence. He demandelil a hearing, since he wished to show that nothing 
of a criminal nature was transacted in the Christian assemblies. The 
legate refused to listen; but only asked him if he too was a Chris
tian. When he distinctly admitted that he was, he was imprisoned 
with the rest, as the Christian's advocate, (71U~&X}'1JTO~ Z'ltUUUJlCl)P.) 
Although the testimony of slaves against their masters was, by an 
ancient law, 2 made inadmissible in criminal causes, - a law,3 it must 
be owned, often violated in the arbitrary proceedings of the times of the 
empire,4 - yet fanaticism would allow no attention to be paid to the 
regular forms of justice. The testimony of slaves was welcome, if it 
served to establish the incredible charges laid to the account of the 
Christians. The torture must be applied to pagan slaves. Terror 
made them say what they were required to say, - that those abomina
tions, of which blind rumor accused the Christians, were practised by 
their masters. Men now believed they had a right to indulge them
selves in every cruelty. No kindred, no age nor sex was spared. In 
the firmness and composure of many Christians, under tortures the most 
refined, it was seen, say the churches, in their report of these proceed
ings, "how they were bedewed and invigorated by the spring of living 
water that flows from the heart of Christ· how nothina' is dreadful 
where ~he love ?f ~~e Fath~r dwells; nothi~g painful, where the glory 
of ~hnst prevaIl~. Po~hmus, the aged bishop of the church, a man 
of nmety years, mfirm WIth old aO'e and a sickness from which he was 
but just recovered, but inspired ~th the vigor of youth by his zeal to 

1 Euseb. 1. V. c. 1. 4 When Tiberius first allowed himself in 
2 Vetere senatusconsulto qurestio in caput this practice, he was in the habit, before he 

Domini prohibcbatur. Tacit. Annal. 1. II. put the qurestio per tormenta, of giving the 
c.30. slaves their freedom, so as to observe the 

S Even Pliny seems to have paid no at law in appearance, - callidus et novi juris
tention to this law, in conducting his inves repertor, as Tacitus calls him for this reason. 
tigations against the Christians. 
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bear witness of the truth, was also dragged before the tribunal. The 
legate asked him, " 'Vho is the God of the Christians?" He answered, 
"You shall come to the knowledge of him, when you show yourself 
worthy of it." All who surrounded the tribunal, now strove with each 
other in venting their rage on the venerable old man. Scarcely 
breathing, he was cast into a dungeon, where he survived only two 
days. Even those who yielded and denied, gained nothing by their 
inconstancy. They were now cast into prison, not, indeed, as Chris
tians, but as guilty of those crimes with which the Christians were 
charged; and to justify the proceeding, advantage had doubtless been 
taken of the fact, that several, under the pains of torture, had acknowl
edged guilt. Numbers perished in the gloomy cells of the prisons, 
where means had been devised for adding to their torment, and even 
hunger and thirst employed to aggravate the sufferings of these impris
oned confessors. On the other hand, to use the language of the church, 
"many, who had endured so severe torments that it seemed impossible 
for them to be restored by the most careful assiduities, continued to live 
in their dungeon, destitute indeed of human aid, but strengthened and 
refreshed, in soul and body, by the Lord, so that they could encourage 
and comfort the rest. It so happened, ' by the grace of God, who 
wills not the death of the sinner, but has joy in his repentance,' that 
the exhortations of these heroes of the faith had a powerful effect on 
many who had been induced to deny their religion, and the mother 
church had the great satisfaction of receiving once more alive from the 
prison, those whom she had cast forth as dead." 

The number of the prisoners being large, including several Roman 
citizens, who could not be sentenced in the province, it was thought 
best by the legate, with regard to them all, to send his report to Rome, 
and wait until the emperor's answer determined their fate. The impe
rial rescript was to this effect, that those who denied should be set free, 
and the rest beheaded. In this case, it is evident that Marcus Aure
lius possessed the same views a.q Trajan, and was far from giving credit 
to the current charges laid against the Christians. 
. The legate now summoned first before his tribunal all who, in the 
previous examinations, had been brought to abjure their faith, and were 
awaiting, in prison, the decision of their fate. Nothing else was 
expected than that they would stand by their denial, and thus obtain 
deliverance; but great were the rage and the consternation of the 
multitude, at seeing many of these now stand forth and maintain a 
stead~ast confession, thus passing sentence of death on themselves; so 
that, III the language of the church, none remained without, but such 
as possessed none of the marks of faith, no anticipation of the Lord's 
bridal garment, no fear, but had already, by their conduct, dishonored 
the way ?~ truth: Those of the prisoners who possessed the rights of 
Roman CltIzenship, the legate ordered to be executed with the sword; 
although,. to ~t~y the fury of the populace, he caused one of these, 
Attalus, m VIOlatIOn of the laws, to undergo a variety of tortures, and 
at last to be thrown to the wild beasts; and not until after he had 
survived the whole, was the sword of mercy allowed to' put an end to 

10· 
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his sufferings. The rest were thrown to the wild beasts. Two of these,
Ponticus, a youth of fifteen, and Blandina, a young woman, - whom. 
they attempted first to intimidate by making them witness the sufferings 
of the others, and then to shake from their constancy by exhausting upon 
them all their means of torture, created universal astonishment, at what 
God's power could effect in such weak and tender vessels. Although 
the intoxication of enthusiasm, suppressing the natural feelings, is capa
ble of producing such extraordinary phenomena, yet the enthusiasm of 
these martyrs was distinguished by those true marks, a sobriety and 
a humility indicating the sense of weakness, and by love and gentle
ness. They declined the honors which the Christians were eager to 
bestow on them. Even when they were led back to prison, after hav
ing repeatedly undergone the most exquisite tortures, still they were by 
no means confident of victory, well foreseeing the struggle between the 
flesh and the spirit. They pointedly contradicted such as dignified 
them with the name of" martyrs." "This name," said they, "prop
erly belongs only to the true and faithful Witness,1 the First Born 
from the dead, the Prince of life; or, at least, only to those martyrs 
whose testimony Christ has sealed by their constancy to the end. 'tVe 
are but poor, humble confessors." With tears, they besought the breth
ren fervently to pray for them, that they might attain to the glorious 
consummation. They received with the kindest love such as had fallen 
from the faith; they became their companions in prison, praying, with 
many tears, that the Lord would restore these dead once more to life. 
Even their persecutors were never mentioned by them with resent-. 
ment, but they prayed that God would forgive those who had subjected 
them to such cruel sufferings. They left as a legacy to their brethren, 
not strife and war, but joy and peace, unanimity and love. 

With the mutilation and burning of the dead bodies, the rage of the 
populace had finally reached its utmost height. The ashes, with all the 
fire had left, was cast into the neighboring Rhone, that not a remnant 
of these enemies of the gods might pollute the earth. N either by 
money, nor by entreaties, could the Christians succeed in obtaining 
possession of those so dear to them, for the purpose of interment. The 
blinded pagans imagined they could, in this way also, confound the 
hopes of the Christians. " We will now see," said they," whether 
they will arise, and whether God can help them, and deliver them out 
of our hands." Yet so great was the number of the Christians, that 
even here men at last became weary of bloodshed, so that a branch of 
the church survived this terrible persecution. 

In. places where but few Christians dwelt, they could more easily 
remam c0!lce.aled, and the popular rage was not turned against them. 
In such dIstrICts, the governors did not think it necessary to set on foot 
any inquiries .ror them, ex~ept in particular cases, when individuals had 
become notoTIOUS a~ e~emIe~ of the State religion. A case of this sort 
occurred, about thIS tm~e, III the town of Autun,2 at no great distance 
.from Lyons. No one In the place was thinking of a persecution 

1 Maprvp, Revel. 1: 5. 2 Angustodunum, Edna. 



TEE LEGIO FULMITNEA. 1t5 

aO'ainst the small number of obscure Christians who were to be found 
there when an individual first drew upon himself the public attention. 
The ~oisy multitude were celebrating, with great display, a festival in 
honor of Cybele, whose worship, probably derived from Asia Minor 
through the same channel which Christianity afterwards found, was 
held here in the highest repute. An image of Cybele, in one of the 
usual sacred cars, was canied round in procession, accompanied by a 
vast crowd of the people. All fell upon their knees; but Symphorian, 
a young man of a respectable family and a Christian, who happened 
to be standing by, thought that he could not conscientiously unite in the 
ceremony, and when called upon to explain his conduct, he might easily 
take occasion to speak of the vanity of idol worship. .As a violator of the 
public ceremony and a disturber of the peace, he was immediately seized 
and conducted before the governor, Reraelius, a man of consular dignity. 
Said the governor to him, "You are a Christian. As far as I can see, 
you have escaped our notice, because so few of the followers of this sect 
happen to be among us." "I am a Christian," he replied; " I worship 
the true God, who reigns in heaven; but your idol, I cannot worship; 
nay, if permitted, I will dash it in pieces, on my own responsibility." 
Upon this, the governor declared him guilty of a double crime, - against 
the religion, and against the law8 of the State; and as Symphorian 
could be moved neither by threats nor by promises to abandon his faith, 
he was sentenced to be beheaded. As they led him to the execution, 
his mother cried out to him, " My son, my son, have the living God in 
thy heart. Be steadfast. There is nothing fearful in that death. which 
so surely conducts thee to life. Let thy heart be above, my son; look' 
up to Him who dwells in heaven. To-day thy life is not taken from 
thee, but transfigured to a better. By a blessed exchange, my son, 
thou art this day passing to the life of heaven."1 

According to a report widely diffused among the Christians after 
the beginning of the third century, the Emperor :Marcus Aurelius was 
induced, by a wonderful event, to change the course of policy he had 
thus far adopted towards the Christians. 'Vhile prosecuting the war 
with the l\Iarcommanians and Quades, in 174, he, with his army, was 
thrown into a situation of extreme peril. The burning sun shone full 
in the faces of his soldiers, who were suffering under the torture of 
intolerable thirst; while, at the same time, under these unfavorable 
ci:cumstan~es, they were thre~tened with an att!lck of the enemy. IIi 
thIS extr~mIty, the twel~th legton, composed entirely of Christians, fell 
up~n theIr knees. ~heIr prayer was foll~wed by a shower of rain, 
w~lch allayed the thlr~t of the Roman soldIers, and by a storm, which 
fnghtened the ba:banans. The Roman army obtained the victory, 
and the emperor, m commemoration of the event, gave those Christian 
soldiers the name of the" thundering legion." Re ceased to persecute 

1 The story of the martyrdom of Sym- here a. more than ordinarily genuine found
phorian is, in all the essential particulars, so a.tion, although the account is in pla.ces 
simple, is so wholly free from the common rhetorically overwrought. But all the par
exaggerations of later times, is so eonfonn- ticulars go to show, that the event took 
able to the circumstances of that period, place very near to the time of the persecu
that it is impossible to doubt that we have tion at Lyons and Vienna. 
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the Christians; and though he did not receive Christianity immediately 
into the class of "lawful religions," yet he published an edict which 
threatened with severe penarties such as accused the Christians merely 
on the score of their religion.1 

In this account, truth and falsehood are mixed together. In the 
first place, it cannot be true, that the emperor was led to put a stop to 
the persecution of the Christians by any event of this time; for the 
bloody persecution at Lyons did not take place till three years after
wards. Again, the "thundering legion," or ". the twelfth of the 
Roman legions," had borne this name from the time of the Emperor 
Augustus.2 The fact at bottom, namely, that the Roman army, about 
that time, was rescued from a threatening danger by some such 
remarkable providence, is undeniable. The heathen themselves 
acknowledged it to be the work of Heaven; they ascribed it, however, 
not to the Christian's God, nor to their prayers, but to their own gods, 
to their Jupiter, and to the prayers of the emperor, or of the 'pagan 
army; to say nothing of the blind superstition which attributed the 
storm to the spells of an Egyptian necromancer.3 The emperor, it is 
said, stretched forth his hands, in supplication to Jupiter, with the 
words, " This hand, which has never yet shed human blood, I raise to 
thee." There were paintings, in which he was represented in the atti
tude of prayer, and the army catching the rain in their helmets.4 The 
emperor has expressed his own conviction of the matter upon a medal, 
where Jupiter is exhibited launching his bolts on the barbarians, who 
lie stretched upon the ground;5 and perhaps, also, at the close of the 
first Book of his :Monologues, where he mentions, among the things for 
which he was indebted, not to himself, but to the gods and his good 
fortune, what had happened among the Quades.6 It is certain, there
fore, that this remarkable event can have had no influence in changing 
the disposition of the emperor towards the Christians. But it by no 
means follows, that the latter are to be charged with making up a false 
story. The matter admits of a natural explanation. It is not impossi
ble that, in the thundering legion, there were Christians; perhaps a 
large number of them; for it is certain that it was but a party among 
them, who condemned t~e military profession. And although it was 
difficult for Christians, at aU times, and especially under an emperor 
so unfavorably disposed, to avoid participating, while connected with a 
Roman army, in the rites of paganism, yet they might succeed in doing 

1 Tertullian. Apolo6ret. c. 5; ad Scapu 8 Dio Casso 1. LXXI. § 8 
lam: c. 4. Euseb. I. V. c. 5. f Themist. orat, 15: Tk ~ (3a(nAtIC(.JTa'NJ 

2 Dio Cassius, in his catalogue of the le TWV apeTi:n). . 
gions existing from the time of this empe I) In Eckhel numism. ITI. 64. 
ror, mentions (1. LV. c. 23): To c5c.)(SeKaTOv 6 Tu tV KovMotr 1T'pOr; TIfJ ypavovr;z. Some 
(t1TpaTCnreoov) TO tV Ka1T'1T'aOOKtlZ, TO Kepav suppose, it is true, that M. Aurelius here 
vocpopov. As late as the fifth century, we simply designates the place where this was 
find mention in the Notitia dignitatum im written. But as a. notice of this sort occurs 
perii Romani, Sect. 27, of the prrefectura. nowhere else except in the third book, these 
legionis duodecimae fulminere Melitenre, words might rather refer, perhaps, to events 
under the dux Armenire. The province in certain places, the remembrance of which 
of Melitene was on the borders of Arme ,!as associated with the preceding medita
nia, towards Cappadocia. tions. 
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so, under particular circumstances. The Christian soldiers,' then, 
resorted, as they were ever wont to do on like occasions, to praye:, 
TJae deliverance which ensued, they regarded as an answer to theIr 
prayers; and, on their return home, they mentioned it to their brethren 
in the faith. These, naturally, would not fail to remind the heathen, 
how much they were indebted to the people whom they so violently 
persecuted. Claudius Apollinaris, Bishop of H.ierapolis in Phrygi.a, 
might have heard the story, soon after the event ltself, from the Chns
tian soldiers belonging to this legion, which had returned to its winter 
quarters in Cappadocia; and he introduced it, either in an apology 
addressed to this emperor, or in other apologetical works.1 Tertullian 
refers to a letter of the emperor, addressed probably to the Roman 
Senate, in which he owns that the deliverance was due to the Christian 
soldiers. But this letter, if it contained, in so many words, a state
ment of this sort, must, as appears evident from the above remarks, 
have been either a spurious or interpolated one. It may be a question, 
however, whether the letter contained any distinct affirmation of this 
sort,-whether the emperor may not have spoken simply of soldiers, 
and Tertullian explained it, according to'!tis own belief, of Christian 
soldiers. He expresses himself, at any rate, with some degree of hesi
tation.2 How the Christians might possibly sometimes interpret the 
religious profession of the heathens according to the principles of their 
own faith, is shown by another account of this event, which we find in 
Tertullian. It is in these words: "Marcus Aurelius, in the German 
expedition also, obtained, through the prayers offered to God by Chris
tian soldiers, showers of rain, during that time of thiI:st. When has 
not the land been delivered from drought, by our geniculations and 
fasts?3 In such cases, the very people, when they cried to the God 
of gods, who alone is mighty, gave our God the glory, under the name 
of Jupiter." 

It is the less necessary to search after any single cause for the ces
sation of the persecution, since it not only belongs to the nature of the 
passion, that rage will finally expend itself, but it is also true, in the 
present case, that, only a few years after the last bloody persecution in 
France, the government passed into different hands, and thus brought 
about an entire change of measures. The depravity of the contempti
ble Commodus, who succeeded to his father, A. D. 180, was made to 
subserve the interests 'of the Christians, by procuring for them a season 
of respite and tranquillity, after their long sufferings under M. Aure
lius; for it ~a~not ?e suppo~ed that a man like Cornmodus was capa
ble of appreCIatmg, III the slIghtest degree, the worth of Christianity. 

1 'Vhere Eusebius represcnts Apollinnris nume fulminea, or somcthing of that sort. 
as affirming that the legion received the There is no difficulty in supposing that 
name fulminea from this event, the suspi some such expression lay at the foundation 
cion naturally arises, that he read too hasti of Eusebius' words, 1. V. c. 5. 'E; tKeLVOV 
ly j since it is difficult to suppose, that a r1Jv at eVX7;r; TO 7rapaaO;OV 7rE:7rOlTjKViav
contemporary, who lived in the vicinity of I,eyecjva olKelav TcfJ yeYOVOTl 7rpOr; TOU {3aUl
the winter quarters of that legion, could AfCJr; elA119i-vat 7rPOul1yopiav.
have committed so gross a mistake. Per 2 Christianorum forte militum. 
haps Apollinaris merely said, the emperor 8 Days of prayer and fasting were com
might now rightly call the lcgion by the monly united by the Christians. 



118 THE CHRISTIANS UNDER. 

A certain Marcia,! who stood with him in a forbidden connection, was, 
for some unknown reason, friendly to the Christians, and enlisted in 
their favor also the brutal emperor. It is not impossible, that the 
indulgent law cited above from Tertullian, proceeded from this sover
eign, who was disposed to befriend the Christians, and was afterwards 
wrongly transferred to the last years of his predecessor. Under the 
government of this emperor, events did occur, in which it was supposed 
the effects of such a law might be traced. But it may be a question, 
whether it was not too hasty a conclusion, to infer from these events 
the existence of the law; whether it did not arise out of a misconcep
tion. At all events, it seems quite improbable that accusations against 
Christians would continue to be received as before, that Christians, 
when accused, would be condemned to death by Trajan's law, while 
their accusers, at the same time, were also capitally punished! An 
example will, perhaps, set the whole matt&- in its true light.2 Apollo
nius, a Roman senator, was accused before the city prrefect of being 
a Christian. His accuser was immediately sentenced to death, and 
executed. But Apollonius, who boldly confessed his faith before the 
senate, was also beheaded by a decree of that body. Now Jerome, 
who, in this case, would hardly be misled by a wrong interpretation of 
Eusebius, but spoke rather from a correct knowledge of the facts, says 
that the accuser was a slave of Apollonius; and the ignominious char
acter of his punishment, death by breaking the limbs, (the suffringi 
crura,) confirms this account. The accuser, then, as it would seem, 
was punished, not as the accuser of a Christian, but as a servant faith
less to his master. From too broad a conclusion drawn from cases of 
this description, it is quite possible, the tradition of the favorable law, 
referred to above, may have derived its origin. 

Since this emperor, then, had probably made no change, by an ex
press edict, in the situation of the Christians; since the old laws had 
never been distinctly repealed, but everything depended on the altered 
tone of the emperor himself; it follows, that the Chri~tians must have 
been placed in very precarious circumstances. They were exposed 
still, as much as they ever were, to be persecuted by individual gover· 
nors, inimically disposed. Thus Arrius Montanus, proconsul of Asia 
Minor, began to wreak his vengeance on them; but a vast multitud<. 

1 'It1Tope'lrat oe aVTTJ 7I'"OA}.U Te v7I'"ep TWV 
Xptt1Ttavwv t171'"ovout1at Ka2 7I'"OAAa aVTovr 
EV1JPyer1JKEvat, UTe Kat 7I'"apa rifJ KOflP..60ltJ 
rrcLV ovvafLiv1J, Dio Casso l. LXXII. C. 4. 

2 We must allow, this matter gives occa
sion to many doubts. We must assent to 
the remark of Gieseler, so far as this, viz: 
that of course, either accusations proceed
ing from slaves against their masters were 
not received at all, or if they were received, 
the person from whom they proceeded 
might be punished as a criminal. Now 
Jerome, (de V. i. C. 42,) does not, indeed, 
say, that the slave was executed. The ac
count in Eusebius-, (1. V. C. 21,) might be 
one, then, mixed up with false reports, re

lating, as it did, to an event in the West. 
Re may have been deceived by Greek acta 
martvris, in which the false story of the 
condemnation of this slave had been fabri
cated out of the rumor of the law above 
mentioned against accusers of Christians. 
On the other side, the following considera
tions should be duly weighed. The narra
tive of Jerome, in conformity with its pur
pose, may have been incomplete, and there
fore may furnish no evidence against the 
truth of what Eusebius has added. We 
are not obliged to presuppose, that the 
judges, especially where the question related 
to the death of a slave, acted in perfect con
sistency with justice. 
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of Christians immediately presented themselves before the tribunal, 
with a view to intimidate the proconsul by their numbers, - a proceed
inO' which might easily have been attended with the desired effect, 
under a government where the persecutions did not proceed from the 
imperial throne, but from the will of individuals. In fact, the procon
sul was intimidated, and contenting himself with condemning to death 
a few out of the multitude, he said to the rest,! " If you want to die, 
ye wretched men, you have precipices from which you can throw your
selves, or ropes."2 Irenreus, who wrote under the reign of this empe
ror, remarks, that Christians were to be found in the imperial court, 
that they enjoyed the same privileges which belonged to all through
out the Roman empire, and were suffered to go unmolested, by land or 
by sea, wherever they chose.3 Yet the same Irenreus observes, that 
the church, at all times, not excepting his own, sends many martyrs to 
their heavenly Father.4 The apparent contradiction is explained by 
what has been said. 

The political disorders which followed after the assassination of Com
modus, in A. D. 192; the civil wars betwixt Pescennius Niger in the 
East, Claudius Albinus in Gaul, and Septimius Severus, who finally 
obtained the sovereign power in Rome, would, like all other public 
calamities, be attended with injurious effects on the situation of the 
Christians. Clement of Alexandria, who wrote soon after the death 
of Commodus, says, "Many martyrs are daily burned, crucified, b~ 
headed, before our eyes."5 When Septimius Severus obtained the vic
tory, and found himself in secure possession of the sovereignty, he man
ifested, it is true, a favorable disposition towards the Christians; and 
Tertullian's account may doubtless be correct, that he was induced to 
this by an incident of a personal nature, having been restored to health 
through the skill of Proculus,6 a Christian slave, whom he received 

1 Tertullian. ad Scapulam, c. 5: TO detAOL, 
el {7fAETt u:rro{7v~(1IWV, "fYTlpVOVr 1J {Jpoxovr 
EXErE• 

2 In the second century, three proconsuls 
nrc known under this name: the Antoninus 
Pius, who was afterwards Emperor j his 
grand father; and a third under the Empe· 
ror Commodus. JEI. Lamprid. vita Com
modi, c. () et 7. We most naturally think 
of the one who was Tcrtullian's contempo
rary; for if he meant another! he would 
probably have given some intimation that 
he was speaking of an older man. This 
procunsul, as we learn from Lampridius 
stood in high estimation with the people: 
Perhaps it was his eagerness to acquire this 
that led him to persecute the Christians. ' 

8 L. IV. c. Hrercs. c. 30: Hi, qui in regali 
- aula sunt fideles. 

~ L. IV. c. 33, v. 9. 
6 L. II. stromat. p. 414. 
6 Thus we arc infonned by Tertul1ian. in 

his work addressed to Scapula, c. 4: Pro
culnm Christianum, qui Torpadon cogno
minabatur, Euodire procuratorem, qui eum 
per oleum aliquando curaverat, rcquisivit 

et in palatio suo habuit usque ad mortem 
ejus. In respect to the right understanding 
of these words, it may be disputed, whether 
the tenn Euodire, (which moreover is writ
ten in different ways,) is a proper name or 
not, and bow the word procurator should 
be taken. It migbt mean, .. an overseer of 
the causeways;" yet probably it is a slave 
or freed man from the mansion of some 
Roman lady, who held under her the office 
of steward or bailiff. Through bis comlec· 
tion with this noble woman, Septimius Sev
erus, before he became Emperor, may have 
come in contact with this man, and the lat
ter offered his services to heal him in some 
sickness. The oil, in this case has some 
connection probably with the charisma of 
healing: according to Mark, 6: 13, and 
James, 5: 14. The inadvertent, and where 
he had no particular interest in doubting, 
credulous Tertullian, is, indeed, not a wit
ness of any great weight; but the circum
stantiality with which he speaks of this 
matter, as one generally known, might point 
to something which had a true foundation. 
He appeals to the fact, that Caracalla, the 
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into his family, and retained constantly by his side. He knew that 
men and women of the highest rank in Rome, senators and their 
wives, were Christians; and protected them from the popular indigna
tion;l But as the old laws remained still in force, violent persecutions 
could break out in particular provinces; and we know, from several of 
the works of Tertullian which were composed in these times, that one 
actually took place in proconsular Africa. The festivities in honor of 
the emperor, where the absence of the Christians excited public atten
tion, might easily have been the occasion of it.2 

If, in this reign, the law against" close associations" was renewed,3 
this circumstance must have operated, as under the government of Tra
jan, to the disadvantage of those whose union had always been declared 
to be a collegium illicitum. Finally Severus, in the year 202, passed 
a law which forbade, under severe penalties, a change, either to J uda
ism or to Christianity.4 That he held it necessary to enact such a pro
hibition, which was in truth involved in the earlier laws, shows how 
little these laws 1Yere then regarded. It may be a question, too, how 
the matter of this law of Severus is to be interpreted. If the emperor 
forbade the change to Christianity, (Christianos fieri,) merely in the 
sense in which he forbade the change to Judaism, (Judreos fieri,) it 
would seem to be implied, that he held it necessary, only to check the 
farther inroads, as well of Christianity as of Judaism, but had no wish 
to disturb those who were already Christians, in the practice of their 
religion; - and such a tacit recognition of Christianity must certainly 
be regarded as an advantage gained by the Christian party in the em
pire. But, as may be inferred from what ·we have already said, the 
situation of the Christians, in this case, was quite different from that of 
the Jews. In the case of Judaism, it was naturally assumed in the 
prohibition, J udreos fieri, that the Jews, as a nation, were to remain 
unmolested in their right to the free exercise of their own religion; and 
in the criminality of the act, J udreos fieri, this law pronounced the 
criminality of all other Roman citizens, who had heretofore passed over 
to Judaism. But in the case of the Christians, no such distinction as 
this could be made; so that, as it concerned them, the law would pro
nounce all to be criminal, without exception, who had ever become 

son or Severns, was "Vcry well acquainted 
with this Proculus; that Caracalla himself 
was lacte Christiano educatus, whether it 
was, that he had a Christian for his nurse 
or had spent his childhood amidst Chris~ 
tians in the service of the imperial house
hold. With this may be compared what 
lElius Lampridius says in the life of this 
emperor, (c. I,) namely, that the playmates 
of Caracalla, when he was seven years old 
had, contrary to his father's will, led him t~ 
embrace Judaism, (ob Judaicam relio-ionem 
gravius verberatus,) and in connecti~n with 
the last, should be kept in mind what we 
quoted recently from Celsus, that Chris
tianity was propagated among the children. 
But although Septimius Severns may have 
had Christians among the members of his 

household, yet it by no means follows, that 
he was himself favorable either to Chris
tianity or its followers. 

1 Tertullian says of Septimius Seve;u~! 
(in the passage just referred to,) Clarlss1

mas feminas et clarissimos viros scions hu
jus sectm esse, non modo non lrosit, veru~ 
et testimonio exornavit et populo furentl 
in nos palam restitit. 

2 See above, p. 91. 
. 8 As may be inferred from the fact that 

he issued a rescript directing that those 
"qui illicitum collegium caisse dicantllr," 
should be accused before the PrrefectuS 
urbi. Vid. Digest. l. XII. tit. XII. 1. § 14. 

4)Elii Spartlani Severns, c. 17: Jud:eos 
fieri sub gravi pama vetuit. Item eham 
de Christianis sanxit. 
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Christians. We should possess the words of the law itself, however, in 
order to decide with any certainty as to its true meaning. 

At all events, so explicit a declaration, from an emperor who had 
thus far, shown himself personally favorable to the Christians, could 
only operate to render their circumstances still more distressing. In 
many districts, the persecution was so fierce, that it was looked upon 
as a sign of the speedy appearance of the Antichrist.! In Egypt and 
in proconsular Africa, this seems to have been particularly the case; 
yet these persecutions were certainly not general. 

At a period somewhat earlier, the threat of lodging an information 
with the magistrates, had already been employed to extort money from 
the Christians; 2 and many had bargained, at a certain price, with 
informers, or greedy policemen, for the privilege of not being disturbed 
in the exercise of their religion.3 But as, under this government, the 
laws against the Christians continued to be neither strictly nor univer
sally carried into effect, such proceedings became more common, doubt
less, than in earlier persecutions. And it was now the case, that entire 
communities purchased freedom from disturbance in this way.4 Many 
bishops thought that, by this course, they consulted best for the inter
est of their churches.5 But such measures would be opposed, not only 
by such as cherished a fanatic longing after martyrdom, but also on the 
score of prudence, and of zeal for the dignity and purity of the Chris
tian name. On the score of prudence, because it was only individuals, 
after all, who could be satisfied thus; and the rage or cupidity of 
others would only be excited the more; 6 - on the score of interest for 
the honor and purity of the Christian name, because Christians became 
associated, by this course, with those who purchased immunity with 
bribes from the punishment due for unlawful or nefarious crimes or 
pursuits.7 'Vhen the advocates of this course pleaded, in their 
defence, that men ought to give to Coosar the things that are Cresar's, 
and to God the things that are God's, Tertullian answered them 
thus: "He who would extort money from me, in this way, demands 
nothing for the emperor, but rather acts against him, since, for the sake 
of gold, he lets the Christians go free, who are guilty by the laws." 8 It 
appears to him remarkable, that, at a period when so many new regu
lations were devising for the improvement of the revenue, when, so 

1 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 7. 
2 The concutere Christian os. - Quid dicit 

iUe concussor 1 DIl. mihi pecuniam, certe 
ne eum tradat. Tertullian. de fuga. in per· 
secutione, c. 12. 

3 Tu pacisceris cum delntore vel milite 
vel furunculo aliquo prreside, sub tunica et 
sinu, quod aiunt, ut furtivo, quem coram 
toto mundo Christus emit, imo et manumi
sit, says the high-hearted Tertullian, as the 
oPfonent of such transactions. 1. c. 

Pnrum est, si un us aut alius ita eruitur. 
Massaliter totm ecclcsi::e tributum sibi irro
gaverunt. TcrtuUian. 1. c. c.. 13. 

~ To this Tcrtullian sarcastically alludes: 

Ut regno suo securi frui possent, sub ob
tentu pacem procurandi. 

6 Ncque cnim statim et 8' populo eris tu
tus, si officia militaria redemeris. says Ter
tullian, 1. c. c. 14. . 

7 Tertullian says, with reference to this, 
(1. c. c. 13): Nescio dolendum an crubes
cendum sit, cum in matricibus beneficiario
rum et curiosorum inter tabernarios d 
lanios et fures balnearum et aleones et le
nones Christiani quoque vectigales conti
nentur. 

8 Miles me vel delator vel inimicus con
cutit, nihil C::esari exigens; imo contra 
faciens, cum Christinnum, legihus humanis 
ream, mercede dimittit. Tertullian,1.c.o.12. 

VOL. I. 11 

http:Tertullian,1.c.o.12
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many new taxes were introduced, it had never occurred to anyone, to 
propose the free profession of Christianity, at a certain rate, fixed by 
law. Thus, owing to the great number of the Christians, of which all 
were aware, the public revenue would be greatly increased.1 .. 

The situation of the Christians continued to be the same under the 
government of the insane Caracalla, although the cruel emperor him
self was the occasion of no new persecutions. Everything depended 
on the accidental temper of the different governors. :Many of these 
were active in devising expedients for saving, without open violation of 
the laws, the lives of those Christians who were arraigned before their 
tribunalS'.2 Others were furious, from personal hatred, or to flatter the 
people. Others, again, were contented to proceed according to the 
letter of the law enacted by Trajan. In a letter to one of the perse
cutors of the Christians, the proconsul Scapula, Tertullian remarks, 
that if he would use the sword only against the Ohristians according 
to the original laws, and as was still done by the governor of Maurita
nia, and by the governor of Leon, in Spain, he might discharge every 
lawful duty of his office, without resorting to cruelty. Trajan's law, 
then, was not always the governing rule. 

We will now select a few individual examples which may serve to 
illustrate the character of the persecutions of this time.s In the year 
200, some Christians belonging to the city of Scillita in Numidia, were 
brought before the tribunal of the proconsul Saturninus. He said to 
them, "You may obtain pardon of our emperors (Severus and Cara
calla,) if in good earnest you will return to our gods." One of them, 
Speratus, replied, " We have injured no man; we have spoken ill of 
none; for all the evil you have brought upon us, we have only thanked 
you. We give praise for it all to our true Lord and King." The 
proconsul replied, " We also are devout; we swear by the genius of 
the emperor our master, and we pray for his welfare, as you too must 
do." Hereupon Speratus: "I know of no genius of the ruler of this 
earth; but I serve my God in heaven, whom no man hath seen nor can 
see. I have defrauded no roan of his dues. I have never failed to pay 

1 Tanta quotidie rerario augendo prospi
ciuntur remedia censuum, ,"ectigalium, col
lationum, stipt1ndiorum, nec un quam usque 
adhuc ex Christianis tale aliquid prospec
tum est, sub ~liqu~m redemptionem capitis 
et sectre redlgendls, cum tantre multitudi
nis nemini ignotre fructus ingens meti pos
set. L. c. c. 12. 

2 Tertullian relates, that a prreses even 
went so far as to furnish the Christians 
himself with the meaus of so answering the 
questions of the judge, as to get discharged. 
Another released at once a Christian who 
had been brought before him, dcclaring it 
contrarv to the laws to yield to the demands 
of his fellow-citizens, - i. e. if we take tu
multuosum as neuter; or perhaps the Cor
rect reading may be, he discharged the 
individual as a factious person: who must 
settle the matter with his fellow-citizens; 

viz. do what would satisfy them, - dimisit 
quasi tumultuosum, civibus suis satist:'lcere 
(ut - satisfaceret.) A third subjected a 
Christian to slight torture, and as he yield
ed at once, dismissed him without requiring 
anything more of him, expressing at the 
same time his regret to the assistant judges, 
that he had anything to do with such busi
ness. Another tore in pieces the elogium 
or writ, when a Christian, seized by violence, 
was brought before him, declaring that se
cundum mandatum,- the law of Trajan,
he would listen to no complaint in the ab
sence of the accusers. See Tertullian. ad 
Scapulam, c. 4. 

3 The documents from which we take 
them, are in Ruinart. Acta Martyrum, the 
Acta Martyrum Scillitanorum, and Acta 
Perpeture et Felicitatis. 
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the cust.om upon all which I purchase, for I acknowledge the emperor as 
my lord; but lean worship none but my Lord, the King of kings, 
the Lord of all nations." Upon this the proconsul ordered the Christ;. 
ians to be conducted back to their prison until the next day. When 
they appeared again, he addressed them once more, and granted them 
a space of three days for reflection. But Speratus answered in the 
name of the rest; "I am a Christian, and we all are Christians; we 
abandon not our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Do with us as you 
please." Having thus confessed themselves Christians, and refused to 
pay due honor to the emperor, they were sentenced to decapitation. 
On receiving their sentence, they thanked God, and at tlie place of 
execution, they again kneeled and gave thanks. 

Some few years afterwards, three young men, Revocatus, Saturnius, 
and Secundulus, and two young women, Perpetua and Felicitas, were 
arrested at Carthage, all of them being still catechumens. The story 
of their imprisonment and of their sufferings presents us with many a 
fine trait of the power of Christian faith, combined with Christian 
tenderness of feeling. Perpetua, two and twenty years of age, who was 
a mother, with her child at the breast, had to struggle not alone with 
the natural feelings which shrunk from death, and with the weakness 
of her sex. The hardest conflict which she had before her was with 
those purely human feelings, grounded in the sacred ties of nature, 
feelings which Christianity recognizes in all their rights, and makes 
even more profound and tender, but yet causes to be sacrificed to the 
One Thing for which all else must be yielded. The mother of Perpetua 
was a Christiap., but her aged father was still a pagan. His daughter 
was dear to him, but he dreaded also the disgrace connected with her 
sufferings as a Christian. When she was first brought to the police 
office, her aged father came and urged her to recant. Pointing to a 
vessel that lay on the ground, she said, "Can I call this vessel any
thing else than what it is ? No. N either can I say.to you anything 
else, than that I am a Christian." In the.meantime, she was baptized; 
for the clergy usually found no difficulty in purchasing, at least, from 
the overseers of the prisons, admission to the Christians in confinement, 
for the purpose of administering to them the offices of religion; although, 
in the present case, even this was perhaps unnecessary, as the prisoners 
were not as yet placed under a rigorous guard. Perpetua said, " The 
Spirit bade me pray for nothing at my baptism but patience." After 
a few days they were thrown into the dungeon. " I was tempted" 
said she, "for I had never been in such darkness before. 0 what' a 
dreadful day! The excessive heat occasioned by the multitude of pris
oners, the .rough treatm~nt we experienced from the soldiers, and, 
finally, anXIety for my child, made me miserable." The deacons who 
administered to them the communion in the dungeon purchased for 
the Christian p~soners a better apartment, where they 'were separated 
from other enmmals. Perpetua now took the child to herself in the 
dungeon, and placed it at her breast; she recommended it to her 
mother; she comforted her friends; and felt cheered herself by the 
possession of her babe. "The dungeon," . said she, "became a palace 
to me." 
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The report reached her aged father, that they were about to· be 
tried. He hastened to her and said, "My daughter, pity my grey 
hairs, pity thy father, if I am still worthy to be called thy father. If 
I have brought thee up to this bloom of thy age, if I have preferred thee 
above all thy brothers, expose me not to such shame among men. Look 
upon thy son, who, if thou diest, cannot long survive. Let that lofty 
spi.rit give way, lest thou plunge us all into ruin. For if thou diest 
thus, not one of us will ever have courage again to speak a free word." 
Whilst saying this, he kissed her hands, threw himself at her feet, and 
called her with tears not his daughter, but his mistress. "My father's 
grey hairs," said the daughter, "pained me, when I considered that 
he alone of my family would not rejoice that I must suffer." She re
plied to him, "What shall happen when I come before the tribunal, 
depends on the will of God; for know, we stand not in our own strength, 
but only by the power of God." On the arrival of this decisive hour, 
her aged father also appeared, that he might for the last time try his 
utmost to overcome the resolution of his daughter. Said the governor 
to Perpetua, "Have pity on thy father's grey hairs, have pity on thy 
helpless child. Offer sacrifice for the welfare of the emperor." She 
answered, "That I cannot do." "Art thou a Christian?" "Yes," 
she replied, "I am a Christian." Her fate was now decided. They 
were all condemned together to serve, at the approaching festival, on the 
anniversary of the young Geta's nomination,l as a cruel sport for the 
people and soldiers in a fight of wild beasts. They returned back re
joicing to the dungeon. But Perpetua did not suppress the tender 
feelings of the mother. Her first act was to send a request to her aged 
father that she might have the child, whom she wished to give the 
breast; but he refused to part with it. As to Felicitas, on her return 
to the dungeon, she was seized with the pains of labor. The jailer said 
to her, "If thy present sufferings are so great, what wilt thou do, when 
thou art thrown to the wild beasts? This thou didst not consider, when 
thou refusedst to sacrifice." She answered, "I now suffer myself all 
that I suffer; but then there will be another who shall suffer for me, 
because I also will suffer for him." A custom which had come down 
from the times of human sacrifices, under the bloody Baal-worship 
of the Carthaginians, still prevailed, of dressing those criminals who 
were condemned to die by )Vild beasts, in priestly raiment. It was 
therefore proposed, in the present case, that the men should be clothed 
as the priests of Saturn, and the women as the priestesses of Ceres. 
Nobly did their free, Christian spirit protest aO'ainst such a proceeding. 
" ",Ve have come here," said they, "of our o~n will, that we may not 
suffer our freedom to be taken from us. We have given up our lives, 
that we may not be forced to such abominations." The pagans them
selves acknowledged the justice of their demand and yielded. 

After they had been torn by the wild beasts and were about to re
ceive the merciful stroke which was to end th:ir sufferinO's they took o , 
leave of each other, for the last time, with the mutual kiss of Christian 
love. 

1 Natales Cresaris. 
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A more quiet season for the Christian Church began with the reign 
of the ignoble Heliogabalus, A. D. 219. But we have alreadyex
plained the singular phenomenon, that the worst princes proved to 
be the most favorably disposed towards the Christians. Helioga
balus was not a follower of the old religion of the state, but even 
devoted to a foreign superstition which united with itself the most 
abominable excesses, the Syrian worship of the Sun. This worship he 
wished to make predominant in the Roman empire, and to blend with 
it all other religions. To this end he tolerated Christianity, as he did 
other foreign religions. Had he ever proceeded to the execution of his 
plan, he would assuredly have met with the most determined opposition 
from the Christians.1 

From an entirely different source proceeded the favorable disposition 
of the noble-minded and devout Alexander Severns, (from the year 
222 to 235,) an emperor wholly unlike to his abandoned predecessor. 
This excellent prince possessed a ready sympathy with all that is good, 
and a reverence for everything connected with religiDn. He was at
tached to that religious eclecticism, the grounds of whose origin we 
have earlier explained. But he distinguished himself from others of 
the same principles, by giving Christianity a place in his system. In 
Christ he recognized a Divine Being, equal with the other gods; and 
in the domestic chapel (the Larareum) where he was used to offer his 
morning devotions, among the images of those men, whom he regarded 
as beings of a superior order -of Apollonius of Tyana, of Orpheus
stood also the bust of Christ. It is said that it was his intention to 
cause Christ to be enrolled among the Roman deities. The words of 
our Saviour, which this emperor was constantly repeating, "As ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise," - a 
maxim which, taken alone, is but little suited, it must be confessed, to 
mark the distinguishing character of Christianity, - he caused to be 
engraven on the walls of his palace and on public monuments. When 
the mother of this emperor, Julia Mammrea, resided at Antioch, she 
sent for Origen, the great teacher of the Alexandrian church; and we 
may be certain that this father, who, more than any other, knew how to 
make Christianity intelligible to a foreign niode of thinking, availed 
himself of this opportunity to do this in the ease of Mammrea, who exer
cised a great influence over the feelings of her son. The declarations 
of this emperor on several occasions are based on the recognition of 
Christianity as a religio licita, and of the Christian church as a law
fully existing corporation; as, for example, when, in recommendin(J' a 
new mode of appointment to the civil offices of the state, he refe~ed 
for a model to the regulations in Christian churches' and when in a 
dispute betwixt the guild of cooks and the Christian ~hurch in .Rome 
respecting a lot of land w~ich the latter had appropriated, he decided ~ 
favor of the church; saymg, "It was better that God should be wor. 
shipped in whatever manner, on that spot, than that it should be given 

1 lEI. Lamprid. vit. c. 3, 6, 7. 
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up to the cooks. In view of this so favorable disposition of Alexander 
Severus towards the Christians, and of the declarations which imply a 
tacit recognition of Christianity as a religio licita; it is the more singu
lar that he should still omit taking the decisive step, by which he 
would have given to the Christian church the greatest, the most 
certain and the most lasting ad vantage - that of adopting Christianity 
by an express law of the empire among the tolerated religions. It is 
evident from this fact how difficult it was for a Roman emperor to effect 
a change in anything that related to the public religion of the state. 
In fact, it was under the reign of Severus, that the civilian whose 
authority stands so high in the Roman law, Domitius Ulpian, collected 
together in the seventh of his ten books, De officio proconsulis,l the 
rescripts of the emperors against the Christians.2 

The rude Thracian, Maximinus, who in the year 235 raised himself 
to the imperial throne, after the assassination of the excellent Alexander 
Severus, hated the Christians on account of the friendly relations in 
which they stood with his predecessor, and persecuted in particular 
those bishops who had been on terms of intimacy with him.s In addi
tion to this, several of the provinces, as Cappadocia and Pontus, were 
visited with destructive earthquakes, which re-enkindled the popular 
hatred against the Christians. The fury of the people, under such an 
emperor, had free scope; and it was, moreover, encouraged by hostile 
governors. The persecutions werE) confined, indeed, to single provinces, 
so that the Christians could save themselves by flying from one prov
ince to another. But although the persecutions were less violent than 
in other times, they made the greater impression, because they fell on 
those who, during the long interval of peace, had become unused to 
violence.4 

A more favorable period for the Christians returned again with the 
accession of Philip the Arabian, in the year 244. It is said, that this 
emperor was himself a Christian.5 We have a circumstantial account 
which states, that on the vigils of Easter, the night after Easter Sun
day, he·presented himself for the purpose of joining in the worship of
a. Christian assembly; that he was met at the door by the bishop of the 
church,6 and told that, on account of his past crimes,7 he could obtain no 
admittance there, until he had submitted to the penance of the church; 
an~ that the emperor actually consented to comply with the terms pre
scrIbed. But this story does not harmonize with all we otherwise know 
respecting the emperor Philip; for in no part of his public life, not 
;even on his coins, has he left the least trace of his Christianity; but he 
everywhere appears as a follower of the pagan religion of the state. 

1 Of which the fragments are to be found 5 Eusebius, in his Church History, makes 
in the Digests, 1. I. tit. XIV. c. 4, and the use of the expression: Karexu Aoyor. But 
'following. in the Chronicle he calls him distinctly, 

2 Lact:mt. institut. 1. V. c. II : Ut doce the first Christian empcror. 
ret, quibus oportet eos pamis affici, qui se 6 According to the later tradition of Ba
cuItorcs Dei confiterentur. bylns. bishop of Antioch. 

3 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 28. 7 'rhe assassination of his predecessor, 
4 Viel. ep. Firmiliani Cresnrcens. 75 apud Gordianus, was doubtless one of the crimes 

Cypr. and Orig. Commentar. in Mstth. T. here meant. 
III. p. 857. Ed. de la Rue. 
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Origen, who was on terms of correspondence with the imperial family,l 
and who wrote, during this reign, his work against Celsus, gives us to 
understand, indeed, that the Christians now enjoyed a season of quiet; 
but we find in this writer no intimation of the fact, that the ruler of the 
Roman empire was a Christian, when assuredly he had occasion to 
mention it, if it was true.' The only possible way of explaining this 
would be ~o say, that the emperor, led by political motives, kept his con
version to Christianity a secret. But then again, this statement could 
not be reconciled with the other, namely, that he had visited a Christian 
assembly, especially on such an occasion, or that he had submitted to 
the penance of the church. We find, indeed, the first traces of the 
tradition respecting the conversion of this emperor to Christianity in an 
author of no less credit than Dionysius of Alexandria, who wrot.e under 
the reign of Valerian, the second in succession after Philip. He says 
of Valerian, that "He showed more good will towards the Christians, 
than even those emperors who were held to be Christians themselves."2 
By those emperors, we can conceive no others to be meant than the 
present Philip, and Alexander Severus. Probably, then, the well-in
formed Dionysius placed them both in the same class. Philip, like 
Alexander Severus, might have included Christianity in his system of 
religious ech~cticism; and the exaggerated legend made of him a 
Christian. But the assassination of his predecessor, and many other 
actions of' which he was known to be guilty, seemed inconsistent with 
his Christianity; to solve the contradiction, the legend added this fig
ment of the occurrence at the Easter vigils. 

But instead of dwelling longer upon this exaggerated story, we will 
cite, before we pass to new trials of the Christian church, the remarkable 
words of that great ecclesiastical teacher and writer of those times,
Origen, - respecting the trials which the church had already encoun
tered, and respecting her then external condition and future prospects. 
In relation to the earlier persecutions, he remarks,3 " As the Christians, 
who had been commanded not to defend themselves against their ene
mies by outward force, observed the mild and philanthropic injunctions; 
.what they could not have gained, had they been ever so powerful, in 
case they had been permitted to wage war, that they received from the 
God who constantly fought for them, and who, from time to time 
constrained to peace those who had arrayed themselves against th~ 
Christians and would have exterminated them from the earth· for in 
order to remind them, when they saw some few of their brethren ex
po~ed to sufferings on account of their religion, that they should be the 
bol~er and despise death, a few, now and then, so few that they may 
eaSIly be numbered, have died for the Christian religion; 4 while God 
has .al~vays ~reve~ted a ,,:ar of extermination against the whole body of 
ChrIstIans, smce It was hIS pleasure that they should remain and that 
the whole earth should be filled with this saving and most' holy doc

1 He had written letters to the emperor 3 L. III. c. 8. 
and to his wife Severa, which have not f 'OAiyot KaTu KalpOVr Ka~ upoopa evapt
been preserved; rI/l1JTOL inrcp -riir XpLuT£avCw rleoue{3tf.ar

2 Euseb.l. VII. c.10. Tetn'1]Kau,v. 
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trine. And yet, on the other hand, in order that the weaker brethren 
miO'ht breathe freely, delivered from their fear of death, God has taken 
ca;'e of the faithful, scattering, by his mere will, all the assaults of their 
enemies, so that neither emperor, nor governor, nor the, populace, has 
been able to rage against them longer." In reference to his own times, 
he observes, "The number of the Christians, God has caused contin
ually to increase, and some addition is made to it every day;' he has, 
moreover, given them already the free exercise of their religion;l al
though a thousand obstacles still hinder the spread of the doctrines of 
Jesus in the world. But since it was God who willed that the doctrines 
of Jesus should become a blessing also to the heathen, the machinations 
of men against the Christians have all been turned to shame, and the 
more emperor, governor and the populace have endeavored to destroy 
th.e Ohristian8, the more powerful have they become.." 2 He says, that 
among the multitude who became Christians, might be found men of 
wealth and of high stations in the government, as also rich and noble 
women; 3 that the teacher of a Christian church might now, indeed, ob
tain honor and respect, but that the contempt which he met with from 
others exceeded the respect which he enjoyed from his brethren in the 
faith.4 He says, moreover, that those absurd accusations against the 
Christians were still believed by many, who carried their prejudice so 
far a.'l even to avoid speaking with them.5 He writes, that by the 
divine will, the persecutions against the Christians had long since 
ceased; but he adds, with a glance t{) the future, that this time of 
tranquillity would, in its turn, certainly come to an end, when the 
calumniators of Christianity had once more diffused abroad the opinion, 
that the cause of the many disturbances (in the latter part of this 
emperor's reign) was the great multitude of the Christians, who had so 
increased their numbers, because they were no longer persecuted.6 

Thus he foresaw, that the persecutions had not yet come to an end, 
and the opinion that the decline of the state religion and the unceas
ing progress of Christianity was bringing calamity upon the Roman 
empire, would, sooner or later, bring on another persecution of the 
Christians. "If God," says he, "grants liberty to the tempter, and 
gives him the power to persecute us, we shall be persecuted. But if 
it is God's will that we should not be exposed to these sufferings we 
shall, in some wonderful way, enjoy tranquillity, even in the midst of a 
world that hates us; and we trust in him who has said, Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world. And in truth he has overcome 
the world. In so far, then, as he who has overcome the world, wills 

I WH&77 de Ita~ 1rapP77ULav lmdtOc.)lcev. L. 5 L. VI. Co 28. Origen says, that Jews 
VII. c. 26. had spread abroad those reports about the 

2 TOUOVTl:' 1rAeLOV~ lytVOVTO fCa~ fCaTtUXV murder of children, &c., against the Chris
OV ucpO&pa. L. c. tians. 

8 TLve~ TWV lv a;LC~!laUL, fCa2 yvvata 'TCt 6 Ka~ elfCO~ 1ravuE(1'&at TO c:,~ 1rpO~ TOV 
a,(3pil fCa~ EUYEVi'I. L. III c. 9. (3LOV TOV'TOV Tol~ 1rtUTEVOVUtV lyytVO!-Levov 

i Kat vvv de 1rAeLlJV lUTLV iJ 1rapa 'Toi~ aOEe~, e1rUV mlAtV Ot 1ravT2 'TplJ1rl:' &ta(3a'J..
A.ot1rol~ ci.do;ia Ti'I~ 1rapu Toi~ 6pod6;Ot~ vo MVTE~ 'TOV AOYOV, T1Jv alTtaV ryv l1r2 'Touoii
pt'op.ev1J~ &og1J~ fCa2 ou 1riiUtv, (an allnsion 'TO vvv (1TaUElJ~ lv 1rA11'&E£ TWV 1rlCTTevOVTiJV 
to the parties existiD~ among the Chris· 'lJOpiUCJCTwelva,. L. m. c. 15. 
tians.) L. c. 
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that we should overcome it, since he has received from the Father 
power to overcome the world, we rely upon his victory.1 But if it is 
his pleasure that we should again strive and battle for the faith, then 
let the enemy come, and we will say to him, " We can do all things 
through him that· strengthens us, Jesus Christ our Lord." Although 
OrigEm was too sensible and sagacious to place great confidence in the 
peaceful times which the Christian church then enjoyed, though he saw 
that new struggles must be undergone, yet he was firmly persuaded 
that the day was coming when Christianity, by virtue of its intrinsic, 
divine power, would come forth victorious out of them all, and gain the 
dominion over entire humanity. As Celsns had said, that in case all 
behaved like the Christians, the emperor would be left without an army, 
the Roman empire would fall a prey to the wildest barbarians, and 
consequently all culture become extinct; to this Origen replied, " If, as 
Celsus sals, all did as I do, then the barbarians also would receive tho 
divine word, and become the most moral and gentle of men. All other 
religions would cease from the earth, and Christianity alone be supreme, 
which indeed is destined one day to have the supremacy, since the divine 
truth is continually bringing more souls under its sway." 2 The con
viction which Origen here expresses, - that Christianity, by its own 
intrinsic power, would in addition to its other conquests, subdue all tho 
rudeness of the savage stock of human nature, and bestow all true cul
ture on the barbarians, - this conviction was nothing new, but from 
the beginning given with the Christian consciousness itself. The 
Apostle Paul describes Christianity as a power that should reach as 
well to Scythians as to Greeks, and impart the same divine life to both 
these national stocks, binding them together in one divine family; and 
Justin Martyr testifies that no barbarian or Nomadic race was to be 
found, in which prayers did not ascend to God in the name of the cruci
fied.a But'the really new,-wherein we perceive the change which 
the onward progress of history, during the course of this century, had 
produced in the mode of thinking among Christians and in their antici
pations of the future development of God's kingdom, -was, that Origen 
confidently avows the expectation that Christianity, working outward 
from within, would overcome and snppress every other religion, and 
gain the dominion of the world. Such an anticipation was foreign to 
the thoughts of the .older teachers o~ the church. They could conceive 
of the Pagan state ill no other relation than one of constant hostility to 

1 I render the passage, (1. VIII. c. 70,) KpaT~ael, TOU AOYOV ad 'lrAeiovar; vep.o/livov 
according to what seems to me to be a ne tpvxar;. L. VIII. c. 68. 

cessary correction of the text: t.dnrep eir; 
 8 Dial. c. Tryph. f. 345, ed. Colon: OMe 
Mov vtKijaat (instead of 0 ~fl[J.(; (this I in EV yap OAlJr; eaTi TO yevor; uvf)pwrrc.Jv, eiTe 
sert) airrov {JovAerat, Aa(3~v urro TOU -:raT {Jap{3upc.Jv, eLU tAA~Vc.JV, eLTe urrAi:Jr; CiJTlVl
por; TO VtKiJ.V TOV Koaflov, f)appovflev (Of: I ouv ovop.an 'lrpoaayopevoflevc.Jv 7J 'Ap.a~o{3i
omit) T~ eKeLVOV VlK'!1' c.JV :q aOlKc.JV KaAovp.evc.Jv 7J ev aKT/vair; KTTJ

2 t.1JAOVOTt Kat ol {J6,p{3apot, TCiJ AOYrp TOV VOTPOcpc.JV OIKOVVTc.JV, ev olr; fl~ &ta TOU ovo
~eov 1rpOaeAf)ovTer;, VOfltflWTaTOL eaOVTat, Kat {-laTOr; TOV aTavpc.Jf)tvTor; 'IT/aoD evxa"l Ka~ 
'lrii,aa flev f)pT}aKeia KaTaAvf)~aeTal, flOV1J Oe e~xaptaTial TifJ 'lraTp2 ImL 'lrOLT}T-g Ti:Jv OMW
iJ Xptcmavi:Jv Kpan,af" ~Tl$' Kat fl6vll 'lrOTe )'tVOVTat. 
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Christianity, and expected the triumph of the church only as the result 
of a supernatural interposition, at the second coming of Christ.! 

What the sagacious Origen had foretold, with regard to impending 
persecutions, was soon verified. Indeed, at the very time he was in
diting these words at Cresarea in Palestine, they had already begun to 
be verified in another district of the empire. When the enthusiastic 
followers of the old religion observed the encroachment~ which, during 
this long season of peace, Christianity had made on every side, threat
ening the destruction of all they held dearest, the fanatic spirit would 
be excited in them to so much the greater degree of violence. And so 
it was, that even before the change of rulers, a certain individual made 
his appearance in Alexandria, who imagined that he had been called 
by a revelation of the gods,2 to arouse the people to war in defence of 
their ancient sanctuaries, against the enemies of the gods; and by his 
means the fury of the extremely excitable populace of' th~ city was 
kindled against the Christians. They had already suffered much from 
this quarter. 

It had repeatedly been the case before, that a government favorable 
to the Christians was immediately succeeded by another under which 
they were oppressed-the reign of Antoninus Pius, for example, by 
that of Marcus Aurelius - of Marcus Aurelius by that of Maximinus 
the Thracian. So it proved once more, when, in 249, Decius Trajan 
conquered Philip the Arabian, and placed himself on the throne of the 
Cresars. It would be natural for an emperor, zealously devoted to the 
pagan religion, who succeeded to a government which had been lenient 
towards the Christians, to consider himself bound to reenforce the 
ancient laws, now fallen into desuetude, and to carry them into more 
rigorous execution against the religion which, during the preceding 
reign, had become so much more widely diffused. In many parts of 
the empire the Christians had now enjoyed undisturbed peace for a 
period of thirty years; in several districts, for a still longer time. A 
persecution, following after so many years of tranquillity, could not 
fail to prove a sifting process for the churches, where many had for
gotten the conflict with the world to which they were called as Christ
ians, and the virtues which they should maintain in this conflict. It 
was in this light, as such a process for the sifting and cleansing of the 
churches, now asleep and become worldly under the long enjoyment of 
quiet, that this new persecution was regarded by the bishop Cyprian of 
Carthage. It was thus he expressed himself before the Christians under 
his spiritual guidance, soon after the first storm of the persecution was 
over.3 "If," said he, "the cause of the disease is understood, the 
cure of the afflicted part is already found. . The Lord would prove his 
people; and because the divinely prescribed regimen of life had be

1 This is expressed by Justin Martyr, in 2 Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, in." 
the Dial. c. Tryph. f. 358, where he says of letter to Fabius, bishop of Antioch, cited ~n 
the UPXOVT£t;, - ·Ot ol· 7raVC1oVrat {JavaEusebius, (1. VI. c. 41,) calls him, '0 KaKCJV 

ToiivT£t; Ka~ OUJKO'VT£t; TOUt; TO ovapa Toii T~ 7r()A£t TavT1J paVTlt; Kat 7rOlTjrnr. 

XptC1TOii OpoAoyovvTat;, lCJt; 7r(iAlV 7rapi) Ka~ 8 In his sermo de lapsis. 

"aTaAVO'~ 7raVTat;. 
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come disturbed in the long season of peace, a divine judgment was 
sent to re-establish our fallen, and I might almost say slumbering faith. 
Our sins deserve more; but our gracious Lord has· so ordered it, that 
all which has occurred seems rather like a trial than a persecution. 
Forgetting what believers did in the times.of the apostles, and what 
they should always be doing, Christians labored, with insatiable desire, 
to increase their earthly possessions. Many of the bishops, who, by 
precept and example, should have guided others, neglected their divine 
calling, to engage in the management of worldly concerns." Such 
being the condition of things in many of the churches, it may be easily 
understood that a persecution, which was now so unusual an occurrence, 
and which in the present case, became after the first outbreak, so ex
tremely violent, must have produced a powerful impression. 

It was certainly the design of the emperor, to suppress Ohristianity 
entirely. In the year 250, he ordered rigorous search to be made for 
all suspected of refusing compliance with the national worship, and the 
Christians were to be required to conform to the ceremonies of the 
Roman religion. In case they declined, threats, and afterwards tor
tures were to be employed to compel submission. If they remained 
firm, it was resolved to inflict, particularly on the bishops, whom the 
emperor hated most bitterly, the punishment of death. There was a 
disposition, however, to try first the effect of commands, threats, per
suasions and the milder forms of chastisement. By degrees, recourse 
was had to more violent measures; and gradually the persecution 
extended from the capital of the empire - where the presence of an 
emperor known to be hostile to the Christians made it the most severe 
at the beginning - into the provinces. Wherever the imperial edict 
was carried into execution, the first step was publicly to appoint a day 
against which all the Christians of a place were to present themselves 
before the magistrate, renounce their religion, and offer at the altar. 
In the case of those who before the end of the time fled their country, 
nothing further was done; except that their goods were confiscated, 
and themselves forbidden to return under penalty of death. But if 
they were unwilling to make so immediate a sacrifice of their earthly 
goods for the heavenly treasure, if they waited, in the expectation that 
Borne expedient might perhaps yet be found whereby both could be re
tained, t~en, unless they. ha~ voluntarily presented themselves by the 
day appomted, the exammatlOn was commenced before the magistrate 
assisted by five. of the principal cit!zens.1 After repeated tortures; 
thos~ .who remamed firm 'Yere cast mto prison, where the additional 
Buffenngs of hunger and thirst were employed to overcome their resolu
tion. The extreme penalty of death appears to have been resorted to 
less frequently. Many magistrates, whose avarice exceeded their zeal 
for the laws, or who were ~eally desiI:ous of sparing the Christians, 
gla~ly let the~ off, eyen WIthout sacrIficing, provided they bought a 
certificate, or hbel, as It was called, attesting that they had satisfactorily 

1 Cyprian. ep. 40. Quinque primores illi, expression edicto renders it not probable, 
qui edicto Duper magistratibus fuerant cop- to say the least, that this regulation was 
ulati, ut fidem nostram 6ubruerent. The 'confined to Carthage alone. 

http:times.of


132 THE PERSECUTION 

complied with the requisitions of the edict.1 Some Christians pursued 
a bolder course, and instead of providing such certificates, maintained, 
without appearing before the authorities, that their names were entered 
on the magistrate's protocol, along with those by whom the edict had 
been obeyed (acta facientes.)2 l\fany erred through ignorance; sup
posing themselves guilty of no violation of religious constancy, when 
they did nothing contrary to their professed faith either by s~rificing 
or burning incense; but only allowed others to report that they ~ad 
done so. But this proceeding the church always condemned as a tacit 
abjuration.3 

The effect produced by this sanguinary cdict among the Christians 
in large cities, such as Alexandria and Carthage, may best be described 
in the words of the Alexandrian bishop Dionysius.4 "All," says he, 
" were thrown into consternation by the terrible decree; and of the more 
reputable citizens,5 many presented themselves immediately, of their own 
accord: some, private individuals, impelled by their fears; others, 
such as were invested with some public office, and were forced to do it 
by their employment; 6 while others still were conducted forward by 
their relations and friends. As each was called by name, they 
approached the unholy offering; some pale and trembling, as if they 
were going not to sacrifice, but to be themselves sacrificed to the gods, 
so that the populace, who thronged around, derided them; and it was 
plain to all, that they were equally afraid to sacrifice and to die. 
Others advanced with more alacrity, carrying their boldness so far as 
to avow they never had been Christians. In all of these, was verified 
the saying of our Lord, 'how hardly can a rich man enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' As to the rest, some followed the example of 
these two classes of the more reputable; others betook themselves to 
flight, and others were arrested; of these last, a part held out, indeed, 
till the manacles were fastened on, and some even suffered themselves 
to be imprisoned for several days; but they abjured before they were 
summoned to appear at the tribunal. Others endured their tortures to 
a certain point, but finally gave in. Yet the firm and ever blessed pil
lars of the Lord, who through him were made strong, and endured, 
with a power and steadfastness worthy of, and corresponding to, the 
strength of their faith, became wonderful witnesses of his kingdom." 
Among these, Dionysius mentions a boy, of fifteen years, Dioscurus by 
name, who, by his apt replies and constancy under torture, forced the 

1 Those who procured such a certificate always first directed, and who, above all 
were styled libellatici. others, were exposed to danger. 

2 Cyprian. ep. 31. Qui acta fecissent, Ii 6 Among the personre insignes, a distinc
cet prresentes, cum fierent, non affuissent tion was made between the iOtCJTevovT£~, 
ut sic scriberetur mandando. who appeared voluntarily before the civil 

8 The Roman clergy, in their letter to authorities and complied with the edict, and 
Cyprian. say: Non est immunis a scelere the OT/fLOUtEVOVT€f;, oi V7rO TWV 7rpU.;f.CJv
qui ut fieret imperavit, nec est alienus ~ ~YOVTO, who were obliged by their o!Dcial 
crimine, cujus cousensu licet non a se ad duties to appear in the places of pubhc r~' 
missnm crimen tamen publice legitur. sort, and were therefore under the neceSSl 

4 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 41. ty of deciding immediately, whether they 
6 Oi 7rcptt/Javiurepot, the personre insignes would obey the edict, or render themselves 

on whom the attention of the pagans wa~. liable to the penalty by their disobedienco 
publicly expressed 
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admiration of the governor himself, who finally dismissed him, declaring 
that, on account of his minority, he was willing to allow him time for 
better reflection. 

If the number of the wavering, or of those who fell in the conflict, 
was great, yet were there, also, many glorious exhibitions of the power 
of faith, and of Christian devotedness. At Carthage, we find a cer
tain N umidicus, who, for his exemplary conduct in the persecution, 
was, by bishop Cyprian, made a presbyter. This man, after having 
inspired many with courage to suffp,r martyrdom, and seen his own 
wife perish at the stake, had hims~lf, when half burned and covered 
under a heap of stones, been left for dead. His daughter went to 
search under the stones for the body of her father, in order to bury 
it. Great was her joy at finding him still giving signs oflife, and when 
her filial assiduities finally succeeded in completely restoring him. A 
woman had been brought to the altar by her husband, where she was 
forced to offer, by some one holding her hand. But she exclaimed, " I 
did it not,-it was you that did it;" and she was thereupon condemned 
to exile.1 In the dungeon at Carthage, we find confessors of Christ, 
whom their persecutors had endeavored, for eight days, by heat, hun
ger and thirst, to force to abjuration, and who now saw death by starv
ation staring them in the face.2 Certain confessors at Rome, who 
had already been confined for a year, wrote to the bishop Cyprian in the 
following terms: 3 "What more glorious and blessed lot can, by God's 
grace, fall to man, than, amidst tortures and the fear of death itself, to 
confess God, the Lord; than, with lacerated bodies, and a spirit depart
ing, but yet free, to confess Christ, the Son of God; than to become 
fellow-sufferers with Christ, in the name of Christ? If we have not 
yet shed our blood, we are ready to shed it. Pray then, beloved Cy
prian, that the Lord would daily confirm and strengthen each one of 
us, more and more, with the power of his might, and that he, as the 
best of leaders, would finally conduct his soldiers, whom he has disci
plined and proved in the dangerous camp, to the field of battle which 
is before us, armed with those divine weapons which never can be 
eonquered.'~ ~ 

The hatred of the emperor was particularly directed against the 
bishops, and perhaps the punishment of death was expressly intended 
f~r them ~lone. At the very outset of the persecution, the Roman 
bIshop F~bIanus su~~red ~artyrdom. Several of the bishops withdrew 
from thClr.commumtI~s, tIll the first tempest of the persecution was 
over. This course mIght be an act of weakness if the fear of death 
threatened first to the~selves,. impelled th~m t~ it. But they might 
also be. actuate~ by loftIer motIves; they mIght look upon it as their 
duty,. SInce theIr ~resenee served merely to exasperate the pagans, to 
contn?ute, by theIr temporary absence, to the preservation of the peace 
of theIr flocks, and moreover, so far as was consistent with steadfast
ness to the faith and the discharge of their pastoral duties, to secure. 

1 Cyprian. ep. 18. 8Ep.26. 
I Ep. 21. Luciani ap Cyprian. t Ephes. 6, 11. 
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their own lives for the future services of their communities and of the 
church. But such a step was ever liable to different interpretations, 
and the bishops, particularly those in the large capital towns, on whom 
all eyes were turned, exposed themselves to many an accusation. Even 
the bishop Cyprian could not escape these censures, when, moved by 
the cry of these furious pagan people, who demanded his death, he with
drew, for a period, into a place of concealment.1 His later conduct, at 
least, shows that he knew how to overcome the fear of death, and the 
frankness and peace of conscience with which, in a letter to the Roman 
church, he explains his conduct, clear him from all reproach.2 "Im
mediately," he writes," on the first commencement of the troubles, 
when the people, with furious clamors, had frequently demanded my 
death, I retired for a while, not so much out of regard for my own safe
ty, as for the public peace of the brethren, lest the disturbances which 
had begun, might be increased by my obstinate presence." This con
duct was in accordance with the principles which he recommended to 
others in all similar cases.3 "Thus our Lord," he says, " commanded 
that, in times of persecution, we should give way and fly; he pre
scribed this rule, and followed it himself. For, as the crown of mar
tyrdom comes from the grace of God, and can only be gained when the 
hour for. receiving it is arrived, he who retires for a season, while he 
still remains true to Christ, denies not the faith, but abides his time." 
There was some difference, it must be allowed, between the case of all 
other Christians, and of one who had the office of a pastor to adminis
ter, and duties to fulfil towards souls which were committed to his care. 
But Cyprian waived none of these obligations. He could truly say, that 
although absent in the body, yet in spirit he was constantly present with 
his flock, and by counsel and act, endeavored to guide them according 
to the precepts of the Lord.4 The letters which he sent from his re
tirement by means of certain ecclesiastics, through whom he main
tained a constant correspondence with his people, show how truly he 
could say this of himself; how vigilantly he labored to maintain the 
discipline and order of his church, and to provide, in every way, for 
the wants of the poor, who were hindered by the persecution from pur
suing their ordinary employments, and for the relief of the prisoners. 
The same principles of Christian prudence which moved him to avoid 
a momentary danger, were also exhibited in his exhortations to his 
flock, whic~, while they enforced the duty of Christian constancy, 
warned agamst every approach to fanatical extravagance. " I beg of 
you," he writes to his clergy,5 " to use all prudence and care for the 
p:~servation of quiet; and if our brethren, in their love, are anxious to 
VISIt those worthy confessors whom divine 'grace has already honored 
by a glorious beginning, yet this must be done with caution, and not in 
crowds, lest the suspicion of the heathen should be excited, lest our ac
cess to them should be wholly prohibited, and, in our eagerness for too 

1 The Roman clergy, in their letter to the sa, qnod ntiqne recte fecerit, propterea 
Clerus at Carthage, express themselves with quod sit persona insignis." Ep. 2. 
Borne doubt on the matter: "They had 2 Ep. 14. 8 De lapsis. 
learned Cyprianum secessisse certa ex cau- 4 Ep. 14. 6 Ep. 4. 
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much, we should lose the whole. Be careful, then, that, for the ~eater 
safety, this matter be managed with due moderation; so that even the 
presbyters who administer the communion to the prisoners in their 
dungeon, may severally take their turns, as well as those deacons who . 
go to assist; for, by this alternation of persons and change of visitors, 
the thing will be rendered less obvious. Indeed, we must in all things, 
with meekness and humility, as becomes the servants of God, accom
modate ourselves to the times, and seek for the preservation of peace 
and the best good.of the people." He advised his church to regard 
this persecution as an admonition to the duty of prayer.1 "Let each 
of us," he says, "pray to God, not for himself alone, but for all the 
brethren, according to the example which our Lord has given us, where 
we are taught to pray, not as individuals, each for himself, but as a com
mon brotherhood, all for all. When the Lord shall see us humble and 
peaceful, united among ourselves, and made better by our present suf
ferings, he will deliver us from the persecutions of our enemies." 

From a comparison of the letters of Cyprian which belong to this 
period, with those of Dionysius of Alexandria, we may conclude, that 
the persecution became gradually more severe; a fact to be accounted 
for, however, without supposing that any new edict was issued by the 
emperor Decius. As so many had wavered on the first menace of the 
magistrate, it was the more confidently hoped that the Christians 
might be altogether suppressed without resorting to extremities, if they 
were but deprived of their bishops, who constantly inflamed their zeal 
for the faith. The management of the whole matter had, at first, been 
intrusted to the city and local magistrates in the several provinces; 
persons who, from their acquaintance with the individual citizens, best 
knew how to approach them, and who could find out those means which 
were adapted to operate most effectually upon each individual, accord
ing to his particular character and his particular connections. The 
severest punishments, at first, were imprisonment and exile. But when 
it was seen that the hope which had been excited by the £rst success
ful result, was disappointed, the proconsuls took the matter into their· 
own hands; and the proceedings against those whose constancy had 
been the cause of this disappointment, became more violent, in order 
that they might be forced, at least, to yield like the rest. Hunger and 
thirst, the more refined and cruel methods of torture in some cases the 
punishment of death, inflicted even upon such as ~ere not connected 
with the sac~ed office, were now employed. But it was natural that in 
cou~e of time, men woul~ grow tired of their fury, and the excited 
pasSIOns b~co~e cool "agam. The change, moreover, which took place 
1~ the provlI~Cla~ governments, when the old proconsuls and presidents, 
,!lth the begmmng of the year 251, l~i~ down t~eir office, might, for a 
time., ha,:e been favorable f?r the ChrIstIans. Fmally, the attention of 
1?eClus hlms~lf was more WIthdrawn from his persecutions of the Chris
!ians, by pol!tical events of gr~ater importance to him, the insurrection 
ill Macedoma, and the Gothic war. In this last war, towards the 

lEp.7. 
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close of the year, he lost his life. The calm which the Christians en· 
joyed in consequence of this change, continued under the reign of 
Gallus and Volusianus, through a part of the following year, 252. But 
a destructive pestilence, which had broke out in the preceding reign 
and was now gradually spreading its ravages through the whole Roman 
empire, besides drought and famine in several of the provinces, excited, 
as usual, the fury of the populace against the Christians.! An impe
rial edict appeared, requiring all Roman subjects to sacrifice to the 
gods, in order to obtain deliverance from so great a public calamity.2 
The public attention was again arrested, by observing how many with
drew from these solemnities because they were Christians. Hence 
arose new persecutions, to increase the number of sacrifices, and to 
sustain everywhere the declining inter~sts of the ancient religion. 

On the approach of these new trials, the bishop Cyprian wrote a letter 
of encouragement to the African church of the Thibaritans,3 in which he 
thus addresses them. "Let no one, my dearest brethren, when he 
observes how our people are scattered by the fear of persecution, be 
disturbed because he no longer sees the brethren together, nor hears 
the bishops preach. We, who may not shed others' blood, but must 
be ready to pour out our own, cannot, at such a time, all meet in the 
same place together. Wherever it may happen, in these' uays, that a 
brother is separated awhile from the church, in body, not in spirit, by 
the necessity of the times, let him not be moved by the fearful cir
cumstances of such a flight, nor appalled at the solitude of the desert, 
which he may be obliged to make his refuge. He is not alone, who 
has Christ for a companion in his flight; he is not alone, who, pre
serving the temple of God inviolate, is not without God, wherever he 
may be. And if robber or wild beast fall upon the fugitive in the 
desert or on the mountains; if hunger, thirst or cold destroy him; or 
if his flight lead him over the sea, and the storm and waves overwhelm 
him; still Christ is present, to witness the conduct of his soldier, wher
ever he fights." 
. The bishops of the metropolis, under the eye of the emperor, became 

naturally the first mark for persecution; for how could it be expected 
to put down the Christians in the provinces, if their bishops were tole
rated in Rome? Cornelius, who, at the hazard of his life, entered on 
his office while Decius was yet emperor, was first banished, then con
demned to death. Lucius, who had the Christian courage to succeed 
him in the office during these perilous times, became his follower also, 
soon afterwards, in banishment and in martyrdom. 

Yet the wars and. the insurrections which occupied the attention of 
Gallus, prevented hIm from prosecuting with vigor any general perse
cutions in the provinces; and these events, which terminated, in the sum
mer of the year 253, with his assassination, at length restored tranquil
lity and peace to the ~hris.tians throughout the empire. 

The emperor ValerIan, ill the first year of his reign, treated the 

1 See Cyprian's Apology for the Chris. qure edicto proposito celebrare populus ju
tians against the charges of Demetrianus. bebatur. 

:l Cypriani ep. 55 ad Cornel. Sacrificia, ' Ep. 56. 
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Christians with unusual clemency; indeed, he is said to have had m~ny 
of them about him, in his own palace.1 But if, at first, he gave hIm
self no concern about the affairs of religion, and let things take their 
course, without any intention, however, of leaving the old state religion 
to perish, yet the ever increasing multitude of the Christians, whose 
influence reached even into his own court, may have been used as an 
arO'ument to convince him of the necessity of some stricter measures. 
It;as manifestly his object, at first, when, in 257, he suffered himself 
to be induced to alter his conduct towards the Christians, to check the 
advance of Christianity without bloodshed. The churches were only 
to be deprived of their teachers and pastors, and particularly of their 
bishops. Next, the assembling of the churches was prohibited. Thus 
the trial was made, whether the end could be accomplished without the 
effusion of blood. 

The forms of procedure, in the first persecution under this emperor, 
are most clearly presented in the protocols or minutes of examination, 
in the cases of the bishops Cyprian and Dionysius. The proconsul Pa-
ternus summoned Cyprian before his tribunal, and thus addressed him. 
" The emperors Valerian and Gallienus have sent me a rescript, in 
which they command, that all who do not observe the Roman religion 
shall immediately adopt the Roman ceremonies. I ask, therefore, what 
are you? what do you answer?" Cyprian. - "I am a Christian and a. 
bishop. I know of no other god than the true and only God, who cre
ated the heavens, earth and sea, and all that they contain. This God 
we Christians serve; to him we pray, day and night, for ourselves, for 
all men, and for the welfare of the emperors themselves." The pro
consul. - "Do you persist, then, in this resolution 1" Cyprian. - " A 
good resolution, grounded on the knowledge of God, cannot be 
altered." Upon this, the proconsul, in compliance with the imperial 
edict, pronounced upon him the sentence of banishment; and at the 
same time, having explained to him, that the rescript had reference not 
only to the bishops, but also to the presbyters, proceeded thus: "I 
desire, therefore, to know of you, who the presbyters are who dwell in 
this city." Oyprian. -" Your laws have justly forbidden against 
informing; therefore I cannot inform you; but in the places where 
they preside, you will be able to find them." Proconsul. - " The ques
tion relates to this place. To-day I am prosecutinO' the investigation 
here, in t~e place wh~re we are." Cyprian. -"As~ur doctrine forbids 
a man to mform agamst himself, and it is likewise contrary to your own 
rules, so neither. can they inform against themselves; but if you seek 
for the~, you WIll find them." The proconsul dismissed him with the 
declaratlo?? !hat the as~e~bling of the Christians, in whatsoever place, 
and the vlSltmg of Christian cemeteries, were forbidden under pain of 
death. 

The d~sign~ at present, w~s. only to separate the bishops completely 
from thClr churches; but splntual ties are not to be sundered by any 
earthly power. 'Ve soon find not only bishops and clergy, who con-

I See the letter of Dionysins of Alexandria, in Eusebius,l. vn. c. 10. 
124< 
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tinued to be the special objects of persecutions, but also the- laity, 
even women and children, subjected to the scourge, and then con· 
demned to imprisonment, or to labor in the mines. They had probably 
been seized at the graves, or in the forbidden assemblies. The bishop 
Cyprian was active in providing, from his place of exile at Curubis, for 
their bodily and spiritual wants, and in proving his sympathy by words 
and deeds of love. On sending them, for their support and for the 
relief of their sufferings, a large sum of money, taken from his own 
income and the treasury of the church, he thus addressed them: 1 "In 
the mines, the body is refreshed not by beds and pillows, but by the 
comforts and joys of Christ. Your limbs, wearied with labor, recline 
upon the earth; but with Christ, it is no punishment to lie there. If 
the outward man is defiled, the inner man is but the more purified by 
the spirit from above. Your bread is scanty; but man lives not by 
bread alone, but by every word of God. You are in want of clothing, 
to defend you from the cold; but he who has put on Christ, is provided 
with clothing and ornament enough. Even in the fact, my dearest 
brethren, that you cannot now celebrate the communion of the Lord's 
supper, your faith may still be conscious of no want. You celebrate 
the most glorious communion; you present God the costliest offering, 
since the holy scriptures declare, that to God the most 'acceptable sac· 
mce is a..broken a.nd a contrite heart. You present yourselves to God 
as a pure and holy offering." "Your example," he writes to the 
clergy, "has been followed by a large portion of the church, who have 
confessed and been crowned with you. United to you by ties of the 
strongest love, they would not be separated from their shepherds by 
dungeons and mines. Even young maidens and boys are with you. 
What power do you now possess of a victorious conscience; what tri
umph in your hearts; when you can walk through the mines, with im· 
prisoned body, but a heart conscious of the mastery over itself; when 
you know that Christ is with you, rejoicing over the patience of his 
servants, who, in his own footsteps, and by his own way, are entering 
into the kingdom of eternity!" 

The emperor must soon have learned, that nothing could be accom· 
plished by such measures. This local separation could not tear, the 
bishops from their connection with their Hocks. By letters, by ecclesi
astics, whose travels preserved the means of correspondence, they still 
acted upon the churches as if they were in the midst of them, and 
their state of exile only made them dearer to their people. Wherever 
they were banished, a little church gathered round them; 80 that in 
many ~ountries where the seed of the gospel had never been scat
tered, It was by such exiles, whose life as well as lips bore testimony to 
their faith, the kingdom of God was first introduced. Thus the bishop 
Dionysius, who had been banished to a remote district of Lybia, could 
say of his exile: 2 " We were, at first, persecuted and stoned; but 
soon, not a few of the pagans forsook their idols, and turned to God. 
It was by us, that the first seed of the divine word was conveyed to 

l. Ep. 77. ~ Easeb. 1. VIL c. ll. 
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that spot; and, as if God had conducted -us thither for this sole 
purpose, he brought us back again after we had fulfilled the. com
mission." 

Valerian thought it necessary, therefore, to employ more vigorous 
and severe measures to effect a total suppression of Christianity. In 
the following year, 258, appeared the edict. "Bishops, presbyters 
and deacons were to be put to death immediately by the sword; 
senators and knights were to forfeit their rank and their property, 
and if they still remained Christians, to suffer the like punishment.; 
women of condition, after- being deprived of their property, were 
to be banished. Those Christians who were in the service of the 
palace," -slaves and freedmen are, without doubt, particularly intended 
here,-"who had formerly made profession of Christianity, or now made 
such profession, should be treated as the emperor's property, and after 
beinO' chained,! distributed to labor on the various imperial estates." 2 

Fro~ this rescript, it is evident the emperor had it especially in view, 
to deprive the Oltristians of their spiritual heads, and to check the pro
gress of Christianity in the higher classe8. Unnecessary cruelty did 
not enter into his design; but yet, the people and the governors did 
not always stop here, as we may learn from certain martyr legends of 
the time, against the. authenticity of which no valid objection can be 
urged. 

The Roman bishop Sixtus, and four deacons of his church, were the 
first who suffered martyrdom in consequence of this rescript, on the 
sixth of August, 258. 

In the provinces, the new governors had provisionally recalled from 
exile those who had been banished under their predecessors, and were 
now causing them to await in retirement,-where they were obliged to 
remain, - the decision of their fate by the new rescript expected from 
Rome. Cyprian resided at a secluded villa in the neighborho<1d of 
Carthage, until he heard he was to be conveyed to Utica, there to 
suffer the sentence of the proconsul, who for the present happened to 
be residing in that place. It was his choice- to give his last testimony, 
by word and by suffering, like a faithful shepherd, in the presence of his 
flock; he therefore yielded to the persuasions of his friends, and with
drew himself for a while, until the proconsul should return. From 
the place of his concealment, he addressed the last letter to his church.!l 

1 Perhaps, according- to one reading, nunc confessi fuerint, eonfiscentur et vincti
branded also. in Cresarianas possessiones descripti mit

2 The rescript of the emperor to tIle sen tantur. Instead of descripti, (distributed,) 
ate, in the original, is extant in Cyprian, another text has, scripti, or inscripti,
ep. 82, ad. Successum: Ut episcopi et pres branded. That as early as the persecution 
byteri et diacones in continenti animadver of Decian, Christians were branded on the 
t.'lntur; senatores .ero, egregii yiri et (the forehead, may be gathered from a passage
!leconn et is douhtless surreptitious, - the in Pontius' Life of Cyprian: Tot confesso
c!!reO'ii yiri are the equites themselves, as res frontium notatorum secunda inscriptione 
the ~cnatorcs are the c1arissimi,) equites signatos. The prima inscriptio, namely, the 
Romani, dignitate amissa, etiam bonis spo inscriptio crucis, xapaKTnp, acppay2, Toii 
lientnr, et si, ademptis facultatibus, Chris GTavpoii, was that received at baptism. Yet 
tiani esse perscveraverint, capite quoque the position of the words would better cor.
mulctentur; matronre vero, ademptis bonis, respond, perhaps, with the common reading 
in exsilillm relegentur; Cresariani autem 3Ep.83.
quicunque vel prius confessi fuerant, vel 
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" I have allowed myself," he says, "to be persuaded to retire for a. 
short time, since it becomes the bishop to confess the Lord in the 
place where he presides over the church of the Lord, so that the whole 
church may be honored by the confession of their bishop. For what
ever proceeds from the lips 'of the confessing bishop, in the moment- of 
confession, comes, under the guidance of the divine Spirit, from the 
mouths of all. Let me, then, in this secret retirement, await the return 
of the proconsul to Carthage, that I may learn from him the commands 0' the emperor in relation to the laity and the bishops among the 
Christians, and speak whatever it may please the Lord, in that hour, 
to cause me to speak. But do you, my dearest brethren, in conform
ity with the directions which, according to the doctrine of the Lord, 
you have often received from me, study to preserve quiet. Let no one 
of you lead the brethren into tumults, nor voluntarily give himself up 
to the heathen. The only time for anyone to speak, is after he has 
been apprehended; in that hour, the Lord, who dwells in us, speaks in 
us." At length the proconsul returned; and when, on the fourteenth 
of September, the fatal sentence was pronounced by him, the last words 
of Cyprian were, "God be thanked." 1 

This persecution ended with the reign of its author, when Valerian, 
by the unfortunate issue of the war, became, in the year 259, a pris
oner in the hands of the Persians, and his son Gallienus, who had already 
been associated with him in the government, obtained the sole authority. 
With regard to all public affairs, and so, consequently, to the main
tenance of the national worship, this prince was more indifferent than 
his father. He immediately published an edict, by which he secured 
the Christians in the free exercise of their religion, and commanded 
the cemeteries, as well as other buildings and lands belonging to the 
churches, which had been confiscated in the preceding reign, to be 
restored. He thus recognized tlte Ohristian church as a legally exist
ing corporation; for no other, according to the Roman laws, could hold 
common property. 

But as Macrianus had usurped the imperial authority in the East 
and in Egypt, it was not till after his overthrow, in the year 261, that 
the edict of toleration, by Gallienus, could go into effect in these prov
inces.2 Hence, while the Christians of the West were already in the 
enjoyment of repose, the persecutions might still be going on in these 
provinces, under the laws of Valerian. A remarkable example. which 
occurr:e~ at this .period in Palestine, is mentioned by Eusebius.3 Mari~s, 
a Chnsban soldier of Cresarea Stratonis, was about to be invested WIth 
the office of centurion. Just as he was to receive the centurion's staff, 
(the vitis,) another soldier, the next claimant to the office, stepped 
forward and declared that, according to the ancient laws Marius was 
incapable of holding rank in the Roman army because h; was a Chris
tian, and did not sacrifice to the gods and to the emperor . Upon this, 

1 He was condemned as inimicus Diis but the rescript by which the same edict, 
Romanis et sacris legibus. after the defeat of Macrianus, was applied 

2 Euscbius, (1. VII. c. 13,) has not pre- also to Egypt. 
served the original edict of this emperor, 8 L. VII. Co 15. 
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a delay of three hours was granted to Ma.rius, wit?~ which time ?e 
must decide whether he preferred to remam a Chnstian. MeanwhIle 
the bishop Theotecnus le~ him into th~ church. 0!1 t~e one hand, he 
pointed to the sword, w!nch the centurIOn wore at hIs sIde, and on the 
other, to a volume of the gospels, which he held up before him. He 
was to choose between the two; the military office and the gospel. 
Without hesitation, Marius raised his right hand, seized the sacred vol
ume. " Now," said the bishop, "hold fast on God, and may you 
obtain what you have chosen. So depart in peace." He bravely con.;. 
fessed, and was beheaded. 

By the law of Gallienus an essential change, prolific of consequences, 
would necessarily be produced in the situation of the Christians. The 
important step at which many an emperor, still more favorably dis
posed to Christianity than Gallienus, had hesitated, was now taken. 
Christianity was become a religio licita; and the religious party that 
threatened destruction to the old state religion and all the institutions 
connected with it, had now for once attained a legal existence. :l\Iany 
a prince, who at an earlier period, in accordance with the existing laws, 
would have had no scruples in persecuting the Christians, would now 
doubtless be shy of attacking a corporation, once established by law. 
This was shown directly, in the case of the second successor of Gal
lienus, Lucius Domitius Aurelian, who became emperor in 270. Sprung 
from a low rank, and educated in pagan superstition, he could be hard
ly otherwise than hostilely disposed towards the Christians from the 
first; for he was not only devoted, with singular fanaticism, to the 
Oriental worship of the Sun, -\vhich doubtless would not have pre
vented him, however, from showing toleration to various other foreign 
rites (sacra,) - but he was also in every respect a blind devotee to 
the old religion. The well-being of the state seemed to him closely 
connected with the proper administration of the ancient rites (sacra.) 
'Vhen on an occasion of threatening danger from a war with German 
tribes, certain persons in the Roman senate moved that, according to 
the ancient practice, the Sibylline books should be opened and consulted 
for advice, other senators replied, that there was no need of having 
recourse to them; the emperor's power was so great, that it was un
necessary to consult the gods. The matter remained for the present 
and was not called. up again till afterwards: But the emperor, wh~ 
perhaps had been mformed of these proceedmgs in the Roman senate 
expressed his displeasure, and ,vrote to them, "I am surprised that 
you have hesitated so long about consulting the Sibylline books 'as if 
you were conducting your deliberations in a Christian church a~d not 
~n the temple of all the gods.'.' 1 lIe ~a~led upon them to su;port him 
m every way ~y the cere.momes of relIgIOn; since it was no disgrace 
to conquer WIth the aSSIstance of the gods. He declared himself 
ready to defray all expenses which might be incurred in ofi'erino- every 
description of sacrifice, and to furnish captive8 for that purpose from all 

1 This langn~cre perhaps may have con- Christians among the senators themselves, 
veyed a suspicion that there were several who had an influence on the deliberations. 
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nation8. Human sacrifices, then, must have been included.!. We may 
presume, therefore, that this emperor was not averse to the shedding 
of. the blood of the Christians in honor of his gods. He was inclined 

· by natural temperament to harsh and violent 'measures. Yet in the 
first years of his reign, he engaged in no persecution of the Christians. 
He even showed by his conduct on one occasion, in the third year, that 
he recognized the Christian church as a lawfully existing corporation; 
. for a dispute having arisen among the Christians of Antioch, as to the 
indi vidual who should be their bishop, the church applied to the empe
ror h4nself and submitted it to his arbitration, whether the bishop Paul 
of Samosata, long since deposed on account of his doctrinal opinions, 
but who had found a patroness in .Queen Zenobia, now vanquished by 
Aurelian, should not at last be compelled to resign his office. The 
emperor decided, that the one should be bishop who was recognized as 
such by the bishop of Rome, his own residence. It was not till the year 
275, when busied with warlike enterprises in Thrace, that with a view 
perhaps to show his gratitude to the gods, who, in his opinion, had thus 
far so signally favored him, and to conciliate their good will for the 
future, he resolved to dismiss all farther scruples, aml proceed to 
severities against the Christians. But before he could carry his plan 
into effect, he was assassinated in a conspiracy.2 

For more than fifty years, the Christian church remained in this 
condition of peace and repose. Meanwhile, the number of Christians, 
in every rank of society, went on increasing. But without doubt, 
among the multitude who embraced Christianity at a time when it 
required no sacrifice to be a Christian, not a few were counterfeits, 
bringing over with them into the Christian church the vices of pagan
ism. The outward form of the church underwent a change, with the 
increased wealth of its members, and instead of the simple places of 
assembly, splendid churches began to be erected in the large cities. 
The emperor Dioclesian, who from the year 284 was the sole ruler, but 
soon after 286 shared the sovereignty with Maximian Herculius, 
seemed, at least to outward appearance, no otherwise than favorable to 
the Christians; for the stories of persecutions in the earlier years of 
this emperor are at variance with the records of authentic history, and 
altogether unworthy of credit. Christians held offices of trust in the 
imperial palace. They were to be found among the principal'eunuchs 
and ~fficers of the bed-chamber, (cubiculariis;) although it could not 
be fatrly presumed, it is true, from this circumstance alone, that the 
emperor was governed by any special reO'ard for the Christians, - since 
from an early period, Christians had b~en members of the Cresarian 
household, (Cresariani,) -and if but one individual were such, his zeal 
and prudence might have a great influence in bringing the majority of 

1 Flav. Vopisc. c. 20. more distant provinces until after the death 
2 Eusebius says, in his History of the of the emperor. Othera represent the pe~·

Church, that Aurelian died as he was upon secution as having already begun. But It 
the point of subscribing an edict against is most probable, that the report of Euse· 
the Christians. In the book, De mortibus bins, who says the least, contains the truth, 
persecutorum, it is said, the edict had al and the rest was added through exaggera
ready been issued, but could not reach the tion. 
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his associates to embrace Christianity, or in causing that none but 
Christians should be chosen to these offices. 

The chief ·chamberlain (prrepositus - cubiculariorum) Lucianus was 
probably one of this class, a man in high favor with his prince, and to 
whom Theonas, bishop of Alexandria, imparted much wise- counsel as 
to the management of his office, in a letter which has come down to 
our times.1 He exhorts him to assume nothing to himself, because 
many in the palace of the emperor had been brought through him to 
the knowledge of the truth; but rather to thank God, who had used him 
as the instrument of so good a work, and given him great authority 
with the emperor, in order that by his means the reputation of the 
Christian name might be promoted. If he recommends to him the 
greater zeal and prudence, inasmuch as the emperor, though not a 
Christian himself,2 yet entrusted to Christians, as his most faithful 
servants,_ the care of his life and person, still we ought not to infer too 
much from an expression of this kind, as' to the emperor's favorable 
opinion of Christianity. The bishop allowed himself, without doubt, 
to transfer the judgment of his own mind to that of the emperor; in .. 
deed, this would seem natural from the fact that many who had entered 
into the service of the palace as pagans, had been converted by the 
influence of this Lucian. In case the charge over the imperial library 
should be committed to anyone of the Christian chamberlains,3 this, it 
was represented, would be a very important occurrence; the favored 
individual was exhorted to take advantage of the opportunity thus 
afforded him, to render the emperor favorably disposed towards Christ
ianity. He should nQt show contempt for pagan literature, but let it 
be seen that he was a proficient in it; should praise it, and use it for 
the emperor's entertainment. I Only at times he should introduce some 
notice of the sacred scriptures, and endeavor to lead the emperor to 
remark their superiority. It might so happen in the course of conver
sation, that Christ would be mentioned; in that case, it might be grad
ually shown, that he is the only true God.4 So important did it seem 

1 This letter was first published iu the 3d been written subsequently to the final tri
vol. of D'Archery's Spicilegium, f. 297, and umph of Christianity, which followed the 
again reprinted in Galland's Bibl. patr. T. Dioclesian persecution, the author assured
IV. It cannot be certainly ascertained, it ly would not have employed so indistinct a 
must be allowed, tclw the emperor was that phraseology as: Quia nos maleficos oHm et 
is spoken of in this letter, nor who the bish o~ni?us fiagitiis refertos nonnulli Jrriorcs 
op Theonas was, by whom it was written. prmctpes putavenmt. On the other hand, 
It states how Christianity was glorified by these words suit well to the times of Dio
the persecutions, how its diffusion was pro clesian. Moreover, the situation of the 
lI\oted by them. and finally, how peace was emperor, which is here the subject of dis
granted to the church by good princes. Per course, appears by no means such as would 
secutionum procellis velut aurum in fomace apply to the case of Constantine, especial
expurgatum enituit et ejus yeritas ac celsi ly after he had become master of the East. 
tudo magis semper ac magis splendent, ut soThe expression, "pacem concedere," is 
jam, pace per bonum principem ecc1esiis general, that it might be properly applied 
concessa, Christianornm opera etiam coram to the tranquil situation which the Chris
infidelihus luceant. By this prince we might tisms owed to Dioc1esian. 
understand Constantine; but if he were 2 Princeps, nondum Christianre religioni 
intended, the immediately preceding perse adscriptus.
cution of Dioclesian would doubtless have 3 For the librarian was still a pagan. 
beeu more distinctly noticed. If this had 4 Insurgere poterit Christi mcntio. ExpU
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to the wise bishop to warn against an intemperate zeal, which, by aim~ 
ing at too much at once, might occasion more injury than advantage. 

To Roman statesmen the thought would naturally present itself, that 
that the ancient political glory of the emperor stood intimately con~ 
nected with the old national worship, and that it was impossible to r~ 
store the one without the other.· Now, as it was Dioclesian's wish to 
bring back the ancient splendor of the Roman empire, it might appear 
to him necessary for this purpose, to infuse life into the old religion now 
fast going to decay, and to destroy that foreign faith which was con~ 
stantly extending itself on every side, and threatening to acquire the 
sole dominion. In an inscription belonging to a somewhat later date, 
where the emperor boasts of having suppressed Christianity, it is 
brought as a charge against the Christians, that they were ruining the 
state.1 In the edict whereby Galerius put an end to the persecution 
of which he was himself the author, he declared that it had been the 
intention of the emperors to reform and correct everything according to 
the ancient laws and constitution of the Roman state.2 Weare not to 
believe, therefore, that the cause which held back this emperor from a 
persecution in which, on the grounds that have just been mentioned, he 
might have been induced to engage at a still earlier period, was any 
recognition of human rights and of the limits of the civil power in ma~ 
ters of conscience, to which the earlier Roman emperors had been 
strangers. How entirely foreign to the views of Dioclesian was a 
recognition of this kind, is evinced by the principles he avows in a law 
directed against the 1\'Ianichrean sect, A. D. 296; though it may be 
admitted, that he entertained towards this sect a peculiar aversion, on 
account of its,having arisen among his enemies the Persians.3 "The 
immortal gods have, by their providence, arranged and established what 
is right. :Many wise and good men are agreed th~t this should be 
maintained unaltered. They ought not to be opposed. No new reli
gion must presume to censure the old; since it is the greatest of 
crimes, to overturn what has been once established by our ancestors, 
and what has supremacy in the state." Would not the principles here 
avowed, necessarily make Dioclesian also an enemy and persecutor of 
Christianity? 4 

But if, during so long a period, he could never bring himself to the 
resolution of openly becoming such, some counteracting cause must 
have been at work on the other side. Beside the influence of the 
Chris~ians more or less immediately about his person, he may have 
been mduced to hesitate by reasons similar to those which, in the wor~, 

cabitnr panlatim ejus sola divinitas. Omnia agined, either in pagan or Christian, for 
hrec cnm Christi adjutorio provenire pos fabricatinO' it. The diffusion of that sect, 
sent. at this e:rlier period, in Africa, which is 

I Christiani, qui rem publicam evertebant. pre-supposed in the edict, is a thing by no 
2 Nos quidem vohieramus juxta leges means impossible. . . 

veteres et publicam disciplinam Romano 4 Neque reprehendi a nova vetns rehglO 

rum cnncta corrigere. deberet. Maximi enim criminis est, re
8 This edict, known already to HUarius, tractare qure semel ab antiquis tractata et 

author of the Commentary on the Epistles definita suut, statum et cursum tenent et 
of St. Paul, bears every internal mark of possident.
genuineness; and no motive can be im
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De mortibus persecutorum, he is said afterwards to have urged against 
the proposition of his son-in-law Galerius, in the conference at Nicomedia, 
soon to be more particularly noticed; - namely, that the Christians, after 
a long period of time, had at length become a lawfully existing religious 
community; that they were widely diffused through every part of the 
empire; that there would be a profuse shedding of blood, and the public 
tranquillitj might easily be disturbed; and finally, that the effusion of 
blood had hitherto served rather to advance Christianity than to procure 
its subversion. Anxious as Dioclesian might be to raise up the old 
Roman religion, yet assuredly he would never have overcome these 
scruples, if he had not been hurried on by some more powerful influence. 

The pagans could not but see, that the time when their ancient cere
monies must cease and the hated Christian become predominant, was 
fast approaching; and they must have expended every effort to prevent 
the decisive crisis. The pagan party, to which belonged statesmen, 
priests, self-styled philosophers, such as Hierocles,1 needed only a pow
erful instrument to carry their schemes into execution. Such a one 
they found in Dioclesian's son-in-law, the Cresar, Caius Galerius Max
imian. This prince had raised himself from obscurity by his warlike 
talents. Educated in the blind superstition of paganism, he was 
devoted to his religion, and moreover made great account of sacrifices 
and divinations. 'Vhenever he performecl these ceremonies in time of 
war, where Christian officers were present, the latter were used to sign 
themselves with the cross, the symbol of Christ's victory over the king
dom of darkness, in order to protect themselves against the influence 
of those hostile (demoniacal) powers, whose agency, as they supposed, 
was visibly manifested in the pagan worship. 

Now as the Christians saw in paganism, not a barely subjective 
notion, a work of human imagination or fraud, but a real outward 
power, hostile to Christianity;2 so the' pagans beheld, after their manner, 
in Christianity, such a power in relation to the operations and appear
ances of their own gods; and the pagan priests might say: the' sign 
of the cross, hateful to the gods, keeps them from 'being present and 
from manifesting themselves at the s~crifices and other rites consecrated 
to their service.s 

1 Not the author of the Commentary on 
the Golden Verses. 

2 When the triumph of Christianity was 
already decided, and paganism no longer 
presented itself, as so formidable a power 
in life, to the Christian consciousness; 
namely, in the fourth centnry, - another 
"iew of the matter could be admitted, and 
Euscbius of Cresarca could say, that the 
pagan art of divination ought to be traced 
not to the influence of the gods, nor eve~ 
to demons, but to human fraud, which was 
sufficient to account for the whole. After 
having spokcn of the deceptive arts of pa
gan priests and mngicians, exposed in the 
times of the Emperor Constantine, he says: 
TaiiTa rJ~ Tt~ Kat TrAtltJ TOVT(,)V ETt avva
)'(,)V, ei7l'ot riv Jl~ -&£ol~ elva" Jl1Joe Jl~v dat-

VOL. I. 13 

flovar; rovr; riJv KaTu TroAeir XPllO'TllPltJV 
alTlovr;, TrAcLV17V oe Kat U.TrcLT17V u.vopiJv Y01J
riJv. Euseb. Prreparat. evanO'el. 1. IV. c. 2. 

8 This is the view of the "'matter which 
presents itself to us, particularly when we 
compare the following passages: Lactant. 
Instilut. 1. IV. c. 27 j de mOl'tibus persecuto
rum, c. 10; and Euseb. vit_ ConstHntin.1. II. 
c. 50. In the passage first mentioned, it; is 
said: Cum Diis suis immolant, si assistat 
aliquis signatam frontem gerens, sacra· nul
lo modo litant. Nee responsa potest con
sultus reddere vates. Et hree srepe causa 
prreciplla justitiam persequendi malis regi· 
bus fuit. Aruspices conquerentes,. profa
nos homines sacris interesse, egerunt prin. 
cipes snos in furorem. True, it might be· 
said, the Christians had only transfelTed. 
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There were, up to this time, many Christians connected with the mil
itary service, both in the higher and lower ranks; and they as yet had 
never been compelled to do any thing contrary to their conscience. 
This is evident, not only from Eusebius' narrative, but from a particu
lar incident worthy of being noticed, which took place in 295.1 At 
Teveste, in Numidia, a young man, Maximilianus, was brought before 
the proconsul, as a proper subject for military duty. Immediately as 
he came up, and was about to be measured, to see if his size tallied 
with the standard of the service, he exclaimed, "I cannot serve as a 
soldier; I cannot do what is wrong; I am a Christian." The proconsul 
took no notice of these words, but calmly ordered him to be measured. 
Being found of the standard height, said the proconsul to him, without 
noticing his confession of Christianity, " Take the badge of the service,2 
and be a soldier." The young man replied, "I shall take no such 
badge; I wear already the badge of Christ, my God." Hereupon said 
the proconsul, who was a pagan, with a sarcastic threat, " I shall pres
ently send you to your Christ." " Would you but do that," said the 
youth, "you would confer on me the highest honor." Without further 
remark, the proconsul directed the leaden badge of the service to be 
hung round his neck. The young man resisted, and in the ardor of 
his youthful faith, exclaimed, "I accept not the badge of the service 
of this world, and if you hang it about me, I shall break it off, for it is 
useless. I cannot wear this lead on my neck, after having once received 
the saving token of my Lord, Jesus Christ, whom you know not, but 
who has suffered for our salvation." The proconsul endeavored to ex
plain to him, that he might be a soldier and a Christian at the same 
time; that, in truth, Christians were to be found, performing military 
service without scruple, in the body guard of all the four Cresars, Dio
clesian, Maximian Herculius, Constantius Chlorus and Galerius. But 
as the youth of one and twenty years could not consent to yield up his 
own conviction to the example of others, he was sentenced to death; 3 

their bwn subjective point of view to the 
pagans, and the legend respecting the ori
gin of this persecutiou had thus arisen j but 
we have no good reasou whate'"er to call in 
question this explanation, derived from the 
very life of the times, and which answers 
to the views mutually conditioninO' each 
other, of both Christians and pagan~, with 
regard to the relation of their respective 
religious positions to one another. Thus 
the Christians appeal to the testimony of 
their adversary, Porphyry, to show that by 
the power of Christianity the influence of 
t~ose demoniacal powers in paganism was 
hmdered; for Porphyry complains that a 
pestilence in some city or other, co~ld not 
be arrested, because the appearance and 
healing influence of Esculapius was scared 
away by t~e w?rship of Je~us. Po.rp~yry's 
language, m hIS book agamst Chnstlanitv 
is as follows: Nvvt oe ~avfla(ov(1lV, d TO~ 
GOVTC.JV hiJv lCaUtA1jt/Je T~V 1I"OAlV ft VOGOr; 

•AG/cA1j1l"iov flev t1l"loTJflia~ /Cat TiJv UAAc.l; 
i)eiJv fl1JK.tT' oUGllr. 'I1juov yap Ttflc.lfltvov 

ovoefltii~ Ttr fJeiJv dTJflouiar htj>eAeiar ijGfJeTo. 
Euseb. Prreparat. evangel. 1. v. c. l. 

1 The time can be definitely determined, 
since the mention of the consuls in the 
actis Maximiliani, a report drawn up by an 
eye witness, furnishes a certain chronolog
ical datum. 

:2 Signaculum militire. 
3 He received his sentence to death with 

an expression of thanks to God. To the 
Christians around, he said, when he waS 
led away from the midst of them to execu
tion, "My dearest brethren, strive with all 
your po\ver, that you may attain to tbe 
vision of the Lord, and that he may bestow 
on you also such a crown." And he begged 
his "father, - who would not persuade him 
to do contrary to his conscience, - re
garding him with a joyful face, to present , 
the new garment which he caused to be 
made for him on his entrance into the mili
tary service, to the soldier who was to ex.e
cute the sentence of death on him. 

http:fl1JK.tT
http:GOVTC.JV
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yet in the sentence, nothing was said of his Christianity, but only his 
ref~sal to do military service assigned, as the reason for his punish
ment.I Here, then, is good evidence, that the soldiers also could still 
openly profess Christianity, and that, if they only did their duty in other 
respects, they were not compelled to take any part in the pagan cere
monies. 

Only a. few years elapsed, however, after this occurrence, when the 
case was altered. Religious and political motives induced Galerius, in 
the first place, to remove from the army all that refused to sacrifice. 
It was easy for him to bring it about, that an order should be sent to 
the army, requiring every soldier to join in the sacrificial rites. Per
haps the celebration of the third lustrum since the elevation of Maxi
mianus Herculius to the dignity of Cresar and Augustus,2 was chosen 
as a befitting occasion for issuing such an order to the army; - it be
ing a festival usually celebrated with sacrifices and sacrificial banquets, 
in which all the soldiers were required to take a part. Many gave in 
their commissions,3 and soldiers of all ranks, from the highest to the low
est, quitted the service, that they might remain steadfast to their faith. 
Only a few were sentenced to death, -perhaps none except where 
some peculiar circumstances of the case furnished a pretext, at least in 
appearance, not only for dismissing them from the service as Christians, 
but also for punishing them as guilty of treason. Such as were not 
careful to express in moderate language and behavior their honest 
indignation at the unrighteous demand, might easily be represented, 
according to the military code, as refractory subjects. We have an 
illustration of this in the case of Marcellus the centurion, who was con
nected with the army at Tingis, (now Tangiers,) in Africa. 

While the legion was celebrating the festival in honor of the Cresar, 
after the pagan fashion, with sacrifices and banquetings, the centurion 
Marcellus rose up from the soldier's table, and throwing down his staff 
of office, his belt and arms, exclaimed, "From this moment I cease to 
serve your emperor as a soldier. I despise the worship of your gods 
of wood and stone, which are deaf and dumb idols. Since the service 
involves the obligation of sacrificing to the gods and to the emperors, 
I throw down my staff and belt, rcnounce the standards, and am a 
soldier no long:r."· The two facts were now put together, that :Mar
cellus had publicly cast off the badges of the service, and that he had 
indulged, before all the people, in abusive language towards the O'ods 
and the emperors. For this he was condemned to death. b 

These were the first premonitory signs of the persecution. Diocle
sian, for seyeral ye~rs, could not be induced to proceed any farther. 
At length, m the wmter of the year 303, Galerius came to Nicomedia 
in Bithynia, on a visit to his aged and infirm father-in-law who w~ 
already meditating to retire from the government. On this occasion 
Galerius employed every art of persuasion, seconded by many zealous 

1 Eo quod indcvoto animo sacramentum 8 As Eusebius rel~ies, 1. VIII. c. 4. 
militire rccusaverit, gladio anirnadverti pIa i Ecce, projicio vitem cingulum,et re
cuit. nuntio signis et militare recuso. 

2 Dies natalis Cresaris. 
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pagans among the state officers, to bring about a general persecution 
of the Christians. Dioclesian finally yielded; and one of the great 
pagan festivals, the Terminalia, which occurred on the 22d of Febru
ary, was selected for the onslaught. At the first dawn of day, the 
magnificent church in that city, then the imperial residence, was broken 
open, the copies of the Bible found in it were burned, and the whole 
church abandoned to plunder and then to destruction. The next day, 
was published an edict, to the following effect: "All assembling of the 
Christians, for the purpose of religious worship, was forbidden; the 
Christian churches were to be demolished to their foundations; all 
manuscripts of the Bible should be burned; those who held places of 
honor and rank, must either renounce their faith or be degraded; in 
judicial proceedings, the torture might be used against all Christians, 
of whatsoever rank; those belonging to the lower walks of private life, 
were to be divested of their rights as citizens and freemen; Christian 
slaves were to be incapable of receiving their freedom, so long as they 
remained Christians." To what extent Christians· in humble life were 
to lose the enjoyment of their rights, was not clearly defined, but free 
scope left for applying the law to particular cases. It is rendered cer
tain, by the edict in which the emperor Constantine afterwards annulled 
all the consequences which resulted from this persecution in the East, 
that in some instances free born Christians were made slaves, and put 
to the lowest and most degrading servile employments, for which they 
were the least suited by their former habits of life.! 

A Christian of noble rank suffered himself to be hurried, by his 
inconsiderate zeal, into a violation of that precept of the gospel which 
enjoins respect towards all in authority. He openly tore down the 
edict, and rending it contemptuously, exclaimed, " Victories announced 
again over the Goths and Sarmatians! The emperor treats the Chris
tians, his own subjects, no better than the conquered Goths and Sarma
tians." Welcome was the occasion thus furnished by the delinquent 
himself, for condemning him to death, not as a Christian, but as a vio
lator of the imperial majesty. 

The impression produced by this edict must have been the more ter

1 Eu~eb. vito Constantin. I. II. C. 32, et seq. 
To arrIve ~t the fullest knowledge possible 
of what thls edict contained, it is necessary 
to compare the two incomplete and inaccu
rate reports of it in Ensebius, (hist. eccles. 
1. VIII. c. 2,) and in the book de Mortib., 
as also the translation Df Rufinus. The 
pr~hi~ition of assemblies f~r religious wor
ship IS not expressly mentIoned, indeed, in 
nny one of these places; but from the na
ture of the case, it is tacitly implied by the 
edict itself. But it is clear, also fl'Om the 
credible and official records of th~ first pe
riod of the persecutions in Proconsular Af
rica, that such a prohibition was positively 
expressed. The most obscure is the pas
sage in Eusebius, respecting the true mean
ing of which there has been no little dis
pute: Tov~ tv ol/Cerial~ el trt l1rtJl.€vOtEV lv 

Tij Toii XPlUTtavlUpoii 7rpofUuet, t).evfhpta~ 
uupelU"&al. By tv ol1,eTial~, nothing else 
can be understood, according to the usage 
of the lane,uage, than men of the laboring 
class, sla\~s. To bring meaning into the 
passage, therefore, we must look round~ for 
some other interpretation of the word lMV
,'fepia than that which first presents itself. By 
the phrase, "deprived of their. freedoI?," 
might be understood, "thrown mto chams 
and imprisoned." See above, p. 139, the 
edict of Valerian against the Cresarianos. 
It is the safest course, however, to follow 
Rufinus, who might have seen the ori~inal 
edict: "Si quis servorum permanslssel 
Christian us, libertatem (~onsequi non pos
set." If this is right, the translation of 
Eusebius, it must be admitted, was very 
defective. 
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rifle, inasmuch as it became known, in many of the provinces, near the 
time of the Easter festival, and in several districts on the very day of 
Easter.1 It is quite evident that the plan now was, to extirpate Ch~s
tianity from the root. There was something novel in the undertakmg 
to deprive the Christians of their religious writings. It differed from 
the mode' of proceeding in the former persecutions, when it was hoped 
to suppress the sect by removing 'away their teachers and guides. The 
importance of these documents, as a means of preserving and propa
gating the Christian faith, must now have been understood. And there 
can be no doubt that the destruction of every copy of the Bible, had 
such a thing been possible, would have proved more effectual than the 
removal of those living witnesses of the faith, whose example served 
only to call forth a still greater number to supply their place. On the 
other hand, could the plan have been carried out, to destroy every ex
isting copy of the scriptures, the very source would have been cut off, 
from which true Christianity and the life of the church was ever 
freshly springing with unconquerable vigor. Let preachers of the gos
pel, bishops and clergy, be executed; it was all to no purpose, so long 
as this book, by which new teachers could always be formed, remained 
in the hands of the Christians. The transmission of Christianity was 
not, in itself, it is true, inseparably and necessarily cOImected with the 
letter of the scriptures. 'Vritten, not on tables of stone, but on the liv
ing tablets of the heart, the di \'ine doctrine, once lodged in the human 
soul, could preserve and propagate itself through its o,vn divine power. 
But exposed to those manifold sources of corruption in human nature, 
Christianity, without the well-spring of scripture from which it could 
ever be restored back to its purity, would, as all history teaches, have 
been soon overwhelmed, and have become no longer recognizable under 
the load of falsehoods and corruptions. Yet how was it possible for 
the arbitrary human will to succeed in actually executing this cun
ningly devised means for the suppression of Christianity? How could 
the arm of despotism, though disregarding all private rights, yet reach 
so far as to grasp and destroy every existing copy, not only of those 
scriptures which were deposited in the churches, but also in so many 
private dwellings? The blind policy of the kingdom of lies is ever 
true to its character, in imagining that nothing can escape· its investi
gation, and that, by fire and sword, it can destroy what is protected by 

1 Ensebius and Rnfinns plaee the publi. 
cation of the ediet in the month of March, 
which harmonizes well with its first publi
cation at the imperial residence, Nicomedia. 
In Egypt, according to Coptic accounts, it 
was published on the first of Pannnthi, i. c. 
by ldeler·s tables, the 27th of March; 
whieh also harmonizes with the rest. See 
Zoega Catalog. codd. Copt. Romm, 1810, 
f. 25, of the fragments of the Coptic acta 
Martyrum. published by Georgi, Romre 
1793, Pru£\t. 109, where Georgi propo~ 
scs an unnecessary emendation, and other 
passages. ~Vhen th~se Coptic acconnts, 
however, whlch oontrun a good deal that is 

fabulous, represent the persecution as fol
lowing immediately after the vie tory over 
the Persians, to express Dioc1esian's thanks 
to the gods for the success of his arms, this 
must be an anachronism; unless the first per
secution among the soldiers was confound
ed with this second one. What is stated in 
these Coptic records, about the cause of the 
persecution, -viz. that a Christian metro
politan had released the son of the Persian 
King, Sapor, who had been committed to 
him for safe keeping, hardly admits of being 
reconciled in any way with the history as 
known to us. 

13" 
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a. higher power and necessity. The infatuated zeal for the preserva,
tion of the old religion proceeded to such length with many, that they 
would fain have seen burnt with the holy scriptures of the Christians, 
Borne of the noblest monuments of their own ancient literature; that 
they were for having every thing destroyed which could be used by 
Christians as a testimony against paganism, and as a means of transi
tion to their own faith. They called for a law, ordering the destruc
tion of all the writings of antiquity which did such good service for the 
Christians.! It may be easily conceived that, where individuals of this 
stamp, or men who would sooner do too much than too little to gain the 
emperor's favor, were found among the governors and provincial mag
istrates, there would exist already, in the executing of this first edict 
for the surrender of the scriptures and the suspension of all assemblies 
for religious worship, an occasion for the exercise of every species of 
oppression and cruelty towards the Christians, - especially as by this 
same edict, Christians of all ranks and conditions were liable to the 
torture in judicial investigations. 

But there were, also, magistrates of an entirely different temper, 
who endeavored to soften, as far as possible, the rigor of these measures, 
and executed them with as much lenity as they could, without a man
ifest infraction of the imperial edict. They very willingly allowed 
themselves to be deceived; or even suggested means of evading th~ 
edict, by an apparent compliance with its requisitions. l\-Iensurius, 
bishop of Carthage, had taken the precaution to remove all manuscripts 
of the Bible from the church at Carthage to his own house, as a place 
of greater security , leaving behind only the writings of heretics. When 
the search-officers arrived, they seized the latter, asking no further 
questions. These, too, were religious writings of the Christians, - and 
nothing was said in the edict as to what sacred writings were intended, 
nor of what Christian party. But certain senators at Carthage took 
pains to expose the artifice to the proconsul Annubenus, and advised 
him to cause search to be made in the house of the bishop, where the 
whole would be found. But the proconsul, - who, it should seem, 
therefore, was willing to be deceived, - declined to follow the advice.2 

When Secundus, a N umidian bishop, refused to surrender the sacred 
scriptures, the officers of police demanded if he woUld not give them 
then some useless fragments, or any thing he pleased.3 Such, very proba,
bly, may have been the meaning, also, of the proconsul's legate, when 
he repeatedl~ put the question to the Numidian bishop Felix, "'Vhy 
do you not gIve up your useless writings 1" 4 So the question of the 

1 This is said by the North-African writer defendere, sed veritatis testificationem ti
Arnobius, who i~ t~es~ tim~s cO.mposed i~ mere. 
defence of ChrISh~mty, hIS dIputationes 2 Augustin. brevi cuI. coUnt. c. Donatistis,
adversus gentes. LIb. III. c. 7: Cum alios d. III. c. 13. Optnt. Milev., ed. du Pin,

audiam mussitare indignanter et dicere: p.174.

oportere, per Senatum aboleantur nt hrec 8 Aliqua eK{3oAa aut quodcunque.

scripta, quibus Christiana religio com pro 4 Quare scripturas non tradis supervacu

betur et vetustntis opprimntur auctoritas. as, doubtless with intentional ambiguity, so 

Arnobius remarks, in objection to this pro that the words migh't be understood in the 

posal: Intercipere scripta et publicntam sense, that all the sacred writings of the 

'VelIe submergere lectionem, non est Deos Christians were useless. 
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prretorian prefect to Felix, the African bishop, "Why do you not sur
render the sacred writings? - or perhaps you have none;" was evi
dently shaped with a view to suggest the desired reply.! . 

This critical and trying period brought to light both good and evil 
in the great bod~ of Chri~tians. The weak faith, the fals~ zeal of e~
thusiastically excIted feelmgs, and the true mean of genume, evangeh
cal good sense, were both discernible in the different modes ofbehavior. 
Some yielded to the fear of torture and death, and gave up their copies 
of the Bible, which were immediately committed to the flames in the 
public market-place. These, who passed by the name of Traditores, 
were excluded from the fellowship of the church. Others - and exam
ples of this class we find particularly in North Africa, where a certain 
leaning to enthusiasm belonged to the .native temperament of the peo
ple - challenged the pagan magistrates to do their office, and courted 
martyrdom with a fanatic zeal. Such persons declared, without being 
asked, that they were Christians, that they had copies of the sacred 
scriptures, but that they would surrender them on no acco~nt; or they 
disdainfully spurned those means of evasion which were offered to them 
by humane magistrates. They refused to comply with the suggestions 
of those who were desirous of executing the imperial ordinance only in 
form, and who would have them surrender other writings instead of the 
Bible. They imagined that they ought to follow the example of Elea
zer, 2 :Maccab. 6, who would not even seem· to eat of 'the swine's 
flesh. There were others again, who, oppressed with debts, or con
scious of grave transgressions, either wanted to rid themselves of a life 
that was burdensome to them in an honorable and seemingly pious 
manner, or sought in martyrdom an expiation of their sins; or who 
were ambitious of the honor which would be paid them by the brethren 
in the cells of their prison, or greedy of the gifts which they might 
hope to receive there.2 Among the bishops themselves, there were in
dividuals who applauded every mode of confessing the faith, and gave 
countenance to that fanatic zeal by which they were seized themselves. 
Others endeavored to unite, to steadfastness in the faith, Christian pru
dence and sobriety, - and at the head of these stood the Bishop Men
surius, of Carthage. He would not consent to it, that such persons as 
had themselves invited the pagan magistrates to do their worst in the 
'!ay above I?entioned, sh?~ld be ~~nored as m!lrtyrs. In the;e oppo
SIte tendenclCs of the relIgIOUS splnt here manifested, we may discern 
the germ of those divisions which broke out in the church of North 
Africa, after peace from without had been once more restored. 

Let u~ now proceed as ~efore, to contemplate in detail, some exam
ples, dCl;ved !,r?m authe~tI? sources, of the power of Christian faith 
a~d the mtrepIdlty .of.Chnshan courage. In an inland town of N umi
dla, a band of Chnsbans, - among whom was a lad in the tenderest 

1 Sec the acta Felicis in Ruinart. tionis vel carere vellent onerosa multis 
2 Vid. All~llstin. brevicul. coUat. c. Do. debitis vita, vel purgare se putarcnt·et quasi 

natistis, d. III. c. ]3, 'r. IX. opp. cd. Bene. abillcre facinora. sua, vel eerte adqllirere
dictin. f. 568.: Quidam facinorosi argue ban pecuniam et in custodia deliciis perfrui.
tar et fisci dcbitorcs, qui occasione persecu- De obsequio Christianonun. 



152 THE DIOCLESIAN 

years, - were seized in the house of a church-reader, where they had 
assembled under the direction of a presbyter, for the purpose of read
ing the scriptures and celebrating the communion. They were brought 
to Carthage, to be arraigned before the tribunal of the proconsul, sing
ing hymns to the praise of God all the way. Several of them were 
put to the torture, for the purpose of drawing confessions from the rest. 
One of them exclaimed, in the midst of his sufferings, " Ye are wrong, 
unhappy men; you lacerate the innocent. We are no murderers, 
we have never defrauded any man. - 0 God, have pity! I thank 
thee, 0 Lord, - give me power to suffer in thy name. Deliver thy 
servants out of the prison of this world - I thank thee, and yet am 
unable to thank thee, - to glory! I thank the God of the kingdom. 
It appears, - the eternal, the imperishable kingdom! Lord, Christ, 
we are Christians, we are thy servants; thou art our hope." While 
he thus prayed, the proconsul said to him, "You should have obeyed 
the law of the emperor." He replied, with a strong spirit, though in 
a weak and exhausted body, "I reverence only that law of God which 
I have learned. For this law, I am willing to die. In this law, I am 
made perfect. There is no other." In the midst of his tortures, 
another cried out, " Help, 0 Christ! I pray thee, have compassion,
preserve my soul, that it fall not into shame. 0 give me power to suf
fer." To the reader in whose house the assembly was held, said the 
proconsul, " You ought not -to have received them." He replied, under 
the rack, " I could not do otherwise than receive my brethren." "But 
the emperor's command," said the proconsul, "should have been of 
more con?equence to you." " God," he replied, " is greater than the 
emperor." "Have you in your house," demanded the proconsul, 
"any sacred writings?" "Such have I," he replied, "but they are 
in my heart." Among the other prisoners was a Christian maiden, 
named Victoria, whose father and brother were still pagans. The 
brother, Fortunatianus, had come for the purpose of persuading her to 
renounce her religion, and thus procuring her release. When she 
steadfastly declared that she was a Christian, her brother pretended 
that she was not in her right mind. But said she, " This is my mind, 
and I have never altered it." The proconsul asked her if she would 
not go with her brother. "No," she replied, " for I am a Christian, 
a~d t~ey are my brethren who obey God's commands." As tD the lad, 
Hilarmnus, the proconsul supposed he would be easily intimidated by 
threats; but even in the child, the power of God proved mighty; "Do 
what you please," he replied; "I am a Christian." 1 

The persecuti?~ once begun, it was impossible to stop half-way. The 
first measures falhng of their object, it became necessary to go farther. 
The first step against the Christians was the most difficult· the second 
did not linger. Certain occurrences, moreover, had happened, which 

1 The sources are the Acta Saturnini fonn; but with an introduction, running 
Dativi et aliornm in Africa. Baluz Miscell: remarks, and a conclusion, written by some 
T. II. Ruinart, in the above cited coHee- Donatist. Yet the acta proconsularia, which 
non of Dn Pin. It is true, the report has fonn the ground-work, may still be easily 
not been preserved in its simple, oriooinal recognized. 
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placed the Christians in a more unfavorable light, or w~ch at .least' 
could easily be turned to that account. A fire broke out In the Impe
rial palace of Nicomedia: it was quite natural to ascribe such an 
occurrence to the desire of revenge in the Christians, - and the accu
sation may have had its good groWlds, without involving in the disgrace 
the whole Christian church of that period. Among so large a number 
of Christians, there might perhaps have been some who allowed them
selves to be urged on by passion, which they excused to themselves 
under the plea of religion, to forget thus far what manner of spirit be
came them as disciples of Christ. Certain it is, however, that this 
charge against the Christians could never be substantiated. The sen
sitive author of" God's Judgments on the Persecutors," maintains that 
the fire was kindled by Galerius himself, to give him an opportunity of 
accusing the Christians, - a statement that cannot be received on such 
authority alone. The emperor Constantine ascribes the fire to lightI 

ning, and looks upon it as a judgment of God. The truth is, as Euse
bius candidly admits, the real cause was never ascertained, - enough 
that the Christians were accused of conspiring against the emperors, 
and multitudes of them thrown into prison, without discrimination of 
those who were or were not liable to suspicion. The most cruel tor
tures were resorted to, for the purpose of extorting a confession; but 
in vain. Many were burned to death, beheaded or drowned. It is 
true, that fourteen days after, a second fire broke out, which, however, 
was extinguished without damage, so that the supposition becomes cer
tainly more probable that it was the work of an incendiary.! 

Some disturbances which, soon after this event, arose in Armenia. 
and Syria, afforded new occasion of political jealousy against the Chris
tians. It was intimated that the clergy, as the heads of the party, 
were particularly liable to suspicion; and under this pretext, the edict 
was issued, which directed that all of the clerical order should be seized 
and thrown in chains. Thus in a short time the prisons were filled 
with persons of this class. It is seen on various occasions, how strong 
was the inclination to fasten upon the Christians charges of a political 
character; nor were the Christians always careful to avoid every even 
seeming ground for such charges as their enemies were seeking to bring 
against them. A young Christian from Egypt, who had been appre
hended at Cresarea in Palestine, being asked of what country he was 
by the Roman proconsul, replied, " I am of Jerusalem which lies tow~ 
ards the rising ~un,.th~ city of the saints." The Rom~n, who perhaps 
was not aware, m hIS y:,rnora~ce, that even such a place existed as the 
earthly Je.rusale:n, ~VhICh mIght be known to him only by its Roman 
name, .lEha Capltohna, - and who was still more ignorant of the heav
enly Jerusalem, - i~mediately concluded that the Christians had 
founded some,,:here In the Ea~t a city, which they intended to make 
the central pomt of a general Insurrection. The matter appeared to 

1 LactantillS (de mortib.) relates this. familiar with the particulars of these events 
It is mentioned by no other author. But than others. Yet it is possible he may have 
Lactantius, who probably resided himself been deceived by some rumor then current 
at that time at Nicomcdia, would be more in the city. 
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him one of grave importance, and he plied the young' man with a great 
many questions under the torture.1 Procopius, a presbyter of Pales-
tine, when called upon to sacrifice, declared that he knew of only one 
God, to whom men were bound to bring such offerings as he would 
accept. Being then required to offer. his libation to the four sove
reigns of the empire, the two A ugusti, and the two Cresars, he replied, 
- doubtless, to show that men are bound to acknowledge but one God 
as their Lord,-with the Homeric verse, "The government of many is 
not good; let there be one ruler, one king." 2 It seems, however, that 
it was construed into a political offence, as if he meant to censure the 
existing Tetrarchy.3 • . 

All the prisons being now filled with Christians of the spiritual order, 
a new edict appeared, commanding that such of the prisoners as were 
willing to sacrifice, should be set free, and the rest, by every means, 
compelled to offer. This was followed at last, in 304, by a fourth and 
still more rigorous edict, which extended the same order to the whole 
body of Christians.4 In the cities, where the edict was most strictly 
executed, public proclamation was made through the streets, that men, 
women and children, should all repair to the temples. Every individ
ual was summoned by name from lists previously made out; at the city 
gates all were subjected to rigid examination, and such as were found 
to be Christians immediately secured. At Alexandria, pagans them
selves concealed the persecuted Christians in their houses, and many 
of them chose rather to sacrifice their property and liberty, than to be
tray those who had taken refuge with them.6 Sentence of death, it is 
true, was not formally pronounced on the refractory; but we may well 
suppose, that an edict which authorized the employment of every 
means to compel the Christians to sacrifice, would, still more than an 
unconditional decree of death to confessors, expose them to every crn

\ eIty which the fanaticism of a governor, or his desire of courting the 
imperial favor, might dispose him to inflict. Each one doubtless felt 
sure of never being called to account for any excesses he might be 
guilty of against the Christians. Already did the persecutors fondly 
imagine that they should triumph over the fall of Christianity. Already 
was added to the other honorary titles of the Augusti, the glory of hav
ing extinguished the Christian superstition and restored the worship of 
the gods. "Amplificato per orientem et occidentem imperio Romano, 
et nomine Christianorum deleto, qui rempublicam evertebant. Super
stitione Chri~tiana ubique deleta et cuItu Deorum propagato." Yet 
at the very time they were thus triumphing, the circumstances were 
already prepared by Providence which were destined to work an entire 
change in the situation of the Christians .. 

One of the four regents, Constantius Chlorus, who presided as Cresar 
ovex: the government .of ~~ul, Britain and Spain, possessed naturally 
a wId and humane dIsposItion, averse to persecutions. He was more

1 Euseb. de martyrib. Palrestinre, c. 9. fL. c. c. 3. 
2 Ov/C cLya~ov 7iOAVKOlpaVlTj' Elr /cOlpavOr li Athanas. Rist. Arianor. ad Monachos, 

ICTTfJ, ek (3aCflAevf. Ilias II. 204. ~ 64. 
8 Euseb. de martyrib. PaIrest. c. 1. 
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over, though not himself a decided Christian, yet evidently a friend to 
Christianity and its professors; - whether it was, as Eusebius affirms, 
that he really perceived the vanity,of paganism, and without b'eing a 
Christian was an upright monotheist, - or whether, as is more probable, 
he was, like Alexander Severus, an eclectic in his religion. Those 
Christians about his person who continued steadfast in their faith, he 
treated with special regard and confidence; it being a common remark 
with him, that one who has proved unfaithful tQ his God, would be still 
less likely ro remain faithful to his prince. Yet what Eusebius relates 
about his method of putting their constancy to the proof, wears but 
little appearance of probability. As he could not, while a Cresar, show 
an open disregard to the edict that had been issued by the Augusti, 
he suffered the work of destroying the churches to proceed far enough 
to save appearances. In Gaul, where he usually resided, the Christians 
enjoyed perfect liberty and quiet, while the persecutions raged in other 
provinces.1 In Spain, he may not have been able to effect so much; 
but it is certain, that in no one of his provinces was the persecution of 
the same character as in other districts of the empire. The influence 
of this emperor, so favorable to the Christians, was still more efficient, 
when, in 305, DiocIesian and Berculius abdicated the sovereignty, 
and he was elevated, in conjunction with Galerius, to the dignity of 
Augustus. 

On the other hand, there now entered the line of the Cresars, a man 
who, in blind heathenish superstition and cruelty, perfectly resembled 
the emperor Galerius, who nominated him to that station. This was 
Caius Galerius Valerius Maximinus. It ,is natural to suppose, that in 
the provinces committed to his care, - Syria, with the adjacent parts of 
the Roman empire, and Egypt, - the persecutions would be renewed 
with increased violence. At times, it is true, men grew weary of their 
own rage, when they saw that their efforts were to no purpose. The 
imperial edict flagged in its execution, the persecution slept, and the 
Christians enjoyed a temporary respite; but when their enemies per
ceived that they recovered breath, maddened to think they had not 
succeeded in extinguishing Christianity and rest{)ring Paganism to its 
ancient splendor, their fury broke out afresh, and a new storm, more 
violent than ever, arose. Thus, at length, in the year 308, and about 
the eighth year of the persecution, after much effusion of blood in the 
states of Maximinus, from the time of his accession, a season of tran
quillity had commenced. The Christians who had been condemned to 
labor in the mines, were treated with greater lenity and forbearance. 
But, all at once, the Christians of these provinces were startled out of 
their transient repose by a furious storm. A new and more rigorous 
command was addres~ed by the emperor ro all the . officers of his gov
ernment, from the hIghest to the lowest, both in the eivil and in the 
military service, directing that the fallen temples of the gods should 
be restored, that ,all free men and women, all slaves, and even little 

1 So say the work De mortib. perscutor. very account, they demanded Gallic bishops 
c. 16, and a letter of the Donatists to the for their judges. Optat. Milev. de schis
Emperor Constantine, in which, on this mate, Donatistar. 1. 1. c. 22. 
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children, should sacrifice, and partake of what was offered at heathen 
altars. All provisions in the market were to be sprinkled with the 
water or the wine which had been used in the sacrifices, that the Chris
tians might thuS be forced into contact with idolatrous offerings. To 
such length did fanaticism and despotic power proceed! New tortures 
and a fresh effusion of blood ensued. 

Again there was a respite, which lasted till the beginning of the 
year 310. Christians confined to the mines in Palestine were allowed 
to meet together for worship, but the governor of the province, observ
ing this in one of his visitations, reported it to the emperor. The 
prisoners were now kept apart and put to severe labor. Thirty-nine 
confessors, who after much suffering were enjoying a season of rest, 
were beheaded at once. It was the last blood that flowed in this 
persecution, tranquillity having for some time been already restored to 
the Christians in the West. 

The instigator of the persecution himself, the emperor Galerius, 
softened by a severe and painful disease, the consequence of his ex
cesses, had perhaps been led to think that the God of the Christians 
might, after all, be a powerful being, whose anger punished him, and 
whose favor he must endeavor to conciliate. At any rate, he could 
hardly fail to be struck with the fact, that all his bloody and violent 
proceedings had inflicted no material harm on Christianity. So, in the 
year 311, the remarkable edict appeared which put an end to the last 
sanguinary conflict of the Christian Church in the Roman empire. 

It declared, that it had been the intention of the emperors to reclaim 
the Christians to the religion ·of their fathers, in (departing from which, 
they had invented laws according to their own fancy, and given birth 
to a multitude of sects, - a reproach frequently thrown against the 
Christians of this age.! But as the majority of the Christians, in spite 
of every measure to the contrary, persevered in their opinions, and it 
had now become evident, that they could not worship their own Deity, 
and at the same time pay due homage to the gods, the emperors had 
resolved to extend to them their wonted clemency. They might once 
more be Christians, and would be allowed to hold their assemblies, 
provided only they did nothing contrary to the good order of the Roman 
state, (ita ut ne quid contra disciplinam agant;) 2 "let them now, there
fore, after experiencing this proof of our indulgence, pray to their God 
for our prosperity, for the well-being of the state, and for their own; 
that the state may still continue to be, in all respects, well maintained, 
and they themselves may be enabled to live quietly in their own homes." 

1 "~ehold, s~r:e you have left the unity oceupasset, ut non ma veterum instituta 
of anCient traditIOn, the authority of the sequerentur, qUID forsitan primi pare."t~s
fathers, y~>u have been led entirely by your eorundem constituerant; sed pro arbi~n? 
own capnee, and have fallen from one in suo atque ut hisdem erat libitum. ita slbl
novation into another j hence the multitude met leges facerent, quas observarent et per 
of your sects." The Latin words of the diversa vall os populos congregarent. . d 
decree, - Siquidem quad am ratione tanta 2 The emperor had probably e~pla~ne
eosdem Christianos volutltas (such caprice himself more distinctly on this pomt, In 8 
~eMi1p1jO'K£ia,) invasisset ct tanta stultitia rescript which has not come down to us. 
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Attacks on Ohristianity. IJefence of Ohristianity against these 
writings. 

While the ancient world, in order to maintain itself on' its own reli
gious foundation, was ende.avori~g to ~uppress Christianity by force, 
the' culture of the age enhsted Itself III the same cause and entered 
the contest with its writings. Intellectual weapons were combined with 
outward violence in attacking the new principle which had begun to 
reveal its power in human life. In these written assaults of Chris
tianity, the relation of the religious and moral principles of the then 
existing world, and of its different intellectual tendencies - as set forth 
by us in the introduction - to this new principle which was now enter
ing into the life of humanity, may be easily recognized. If He whose 
external appearance was the perfectly unsullied mirror of his divine 
life, still did not fail to distinguish, in the hostile judgments passed 
upon his own person, the sins against the Son of Man from those 
aO'ainst the Holy Ghost, much more should we feel it incumbent on us 
.t:institute a like distinction between the judgments of misapprehension 
and of calumny passed upon Christianity, where its divine life exhibited 
itself under circumstances and forms exposing it to such various deba~ 
ing mixtures. In the ferment which Christianity produced on its first 
appearance, many impure elements necessarily became mixed with it, 
which were destined to be expelled during the purifying process of its 
development. The crisis brought on by ,Christianity, which \Vas to 
introduce a genuine healthfulness of the spiritual life, must needs call 
forth also some considerable degree of morbid action, as a necessary 
means of arriving at that ultimate healthy condition. Much that 
savored of a jealous and narrowly exclusive spirit, would naturally be 
engendered by that opposition to the world, in which the new faith must 
first display itself before it could furnish the world with the principle 
of its own renovation. N ow in order to judge rightly of these impure 
admixtures in their relation to the essence of Chti'stianity, and to discern 
the higher element lying at the ground of them~it was necessary that 
Christianity itself should be studied and lIDderstood in its essential 
character. Whoever contemplated these phenomena from some out
ward position, and by the very peculiarity of this point of view found 
himself opposed to Christianity, would easily confound these accidents 
attending t~e process of its development~ with the essential thing itself, 
and from hIS kno\yledge of ,the former, Imamne that he comprehended 
the latter. This remark we shall have totlapply to everything which 
wears the fo:m of opposition to Christianity in these centuries. 

Thus Lucmn, - ~f whose pec~liar ~ent on religious matters we have 
spoken before, - fixmg on certam aCCIdental marks by which his atten
tIon ha~ been caught, could pla~e. Christianity in the same class with 
the vanous appear~nce~ .of fanatiCIsm and boastful jugglery which he 
made the butt of hIS ndlCule. 'Vhen he heard of men who were said 
to possess the power of curing demoniacs, and of healing other diseases, 
h; placed the:n. down on the same list with the common vagabond exor
ClSts and magIClans. He has most to say about the Christians, in. a 
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work where, in his own peculiar style, he has. described the life and 
self-procured death of the Cynic philosopher, Peregrinus Proteus. This 
personage, according to Lucian's account, was one of those notorious 
hypocrites, who understood the art of concealing their vanity and 
wickedness under the Cynic guise, and of enchaining the multitude by 
various other fraudulent tricks. Yet it may be a question, how far 'this 
picture, drawn by satire, answers to the truth, or whether it contains 
any at all- especially as we have a description of this individual by 
another contemporary,! which would lead us to form an altogether 
different view of his character; unless we choose to assume that· this 
other contemporary suffered himself to be imposed upon by a hypo
critical show of moral earnestness and zeal. This Peregrinus then, as 
we are told, joined himself for a while with the Christians, and being 
imprisoned for confessing Christianity, acquired among them the highest 
consideration. All which account may be a pure invention of Lucian 
for the purpose of connecting his hero with the Christians, that he 
might have a good opportunity for satirizing the latter. 

The importance which was given, from the Christian point of view, 
to the individual, personal existence, as destined, in its entireness, for 
endless duration; the lively confidence of faith in an eternal life and 
resurrection; the opposition to the whole previously existing world into 
which Christianity caused its followers to enter; the hearty brotherly 
love which bound them to each other; - all these Lucian acknowledges 
as effects which had proceeded from the man who was crucified in 
Palestine. But without troubling himself to seek for profounder rear 
sons to account for effects so great, and, as he himself admits, so 
abiding, he throws them into the same class with all the other kinds of 
fanaticism which he ridicules. " They still worship," says he of the 
Christians, "that great man who was crucified in Palestine, because it 
was he by whom the initiation into these new mysteries was introduced 
into human life. These poor creatures have persuaded themselves that 
they are all immortal, and shall live for ever. For this reason they 
despise death itself, and many even court it. But again, their first law
giver2 has persuaded them to believe that, as soon as they have broken 
loose from the prevailing customs and denied the gods of Greece, 

1 Aulns Gellius, (in his Noctes Atticre, 
1. XII. c. 11,) tells us that while residinO' at 
Athens, he visited this Peremnus ~ho 
lived in a hut without the city. H~ calls 
him virum gravem et constantem. He cites 
from his mouth the maxim: wickedness 
onght to be shunned, not from fear of pun
ishment or disgrace, but only from love of 
goodness; virum sapicntem non peccatu
rum: etiamsi peccasse eum dii atque homi
nes ignoraturi forent. If the purely moral 
effort which these words express, was real
ly his own, it is not difficult to sce how he 
might thns be induced to attach himself to 
Christianity; while at the same time he 
soon fell away from it, because he could' not 
bring himself to believe the facts which it 
announced. Yet we do not hold this to be 

probable, for the following reason, if there 
were no other, viz. we believe, that if any 
thing of this kind had happened, some trace 
or other of such an occurrence would have 
been preserved in the religious traditions of 
this period. . 

2 'We find no good reason for supposmg 
that· Paul is intended by this expression; 
but we must conceive of the same person, 
whom he chamcterizes as the uveuKOA01iUJ· 
flivor; (fOcpluT~r;, and of whose law~ ~e ~ 
speaking, - the sole founder of Chnstlam
ty. ,Ve recognize, also, the allusion. to 
what Christ himself had said respectmg 
brotherly love. In this particular de~erip
tion by Lucian, we do not remark a smgle 
elemeut which could be considered as be
longing peculiru:ly to the Apostle Paul. 
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reverencing instead of these their crucified teacher, and living after 
his laws, they stand to each other in the relation of brethren. Thus 
they are led to despise everything alike, to consider everything else 
as profane, adopting these notions without any sufficient grounds of 
evidence." 1 Under the example of Peregrinus, he gives a lively des
cription of the sympathy displayed by the Christians for those confessors 
who were languishing in prison. "'Vhen he was incarcerated," says 
Lucian, "the Christians, who regarded it as a great calamity, spared 
no expense and no sacrifice to procure his liberation. Finding this to 
be impossible, they were exceeding careful, that he should in all 
respects be well provided for. And from the early dawn, old women, 
widows and orphans might be seen waiting at the doors of his prison; 
the more respectable among these, having bribed the keepers, slept near 
him in the dungeon. Then various dishes were brought in; and 
religious discourses were delivered in his presence.2 Even from cities 
in Asia :Minor deputies from the Christian communities were sent to 
assist in protecting and consoling him. They show incredible despatch 
in a public concern of this sort. In a brief space they give away all." 

Again, Lucian accuses the Christians as an ignorant, uncultivated 
set, of excessive credulity; whence it happened that their charitable 
disposition was in many ways imposed upon. "If a magician, an 
impostor, who is apt at his trade, comes among them, having to deal 
with an ignorant class of people, he can shortly make himself rich." 
He describes the Christians as men "who thought it the greatest sin 
to take a morsel of food which, in their opinion, was forbidden, and 
who would rather do anything than this." Peregrinus was excluded 
from their community, "because he had offended even against their 
laws, for he had been seen to eat something or other which is forbidden 
among them." It is possible that Lucian had in mind here the example 
of Jemsh Christian communities; or, perhaps, the very punctilious and 
supe~titious observance of the regulations adopted by the apostolic 
council at Jerusalem, (Acts xv.) which prevailed after the suppression 
of the more liberal spirit of St. Paul, may h:1Ye given occasion to such 
a judgment. At all events, we cannot fail to see how, in this case, 
the contracted views of believers led to a misapprehension as to the 
essential character of their religion. 

T.he s.toic Arrian, who .li~ed at a somewhat earlier period than 
LUClan, Judged of the Chnshans - as the emperor Marcus Aurelius 
'had done ~ef?re.- strictlJ: according to the relation of the stoic philoso
ph~ ~o ChnstIam~y. In hIS work, which aims to elucidate the principles 
of hIS mast.er EplCtetus,3 he .starts the question, "Whether by insight 
of. reason mto th? laws whi~h govern the system of the universe it 
mI1?ht not be pOSSIble to .acqUlre the same intrepidity in view of death, 
which the Galilreans attamed to by mad fanaticism and custom." 

1 • Avev TlVO~ uKpl/3ove 1riUTtc.Je. refcrring to extracts read from the sacred 
II Ecclesiastics visited him, and gave re- Scriptures. By the "tv reAtt," who re

ligious discourses in the cell, whcre he was maincd with him during the night, may 
confinedj-unless the words" 'MYOL lepoL doubtless be meant also Ecclesiastics. 
uvrwv tAfyovro," arc to be understood as 8 Diatrib. 1. IV. c. 7. 

http:1riUTtc.Je
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It may easily be understood, from what we have said respecting the 
relation of the New Platonism to the religious stage of development in 
the ancient world, and to Christianity, that while 'on one hand it might 
serve as a transition-point to the Christian faith, and a source from 
whence to borrow tho scientific form to be used in the explanation and 
defence of Christian truth; so on the other, it would be the school 
from which the most numerous as well ;s the most formidable antago
nists of the same religion would proceed. Perhaps the first man who 
felt sufficiently interested in the subject to attack Christianity in an 
express work, was from this school; viz. Celsus, who under the govern
ment of Marcus Aurelius, when it was attempted to extirpate Chris
tianity by the sword, attacked it at the same time with the weapons of 
his witty and acute intellect. He wrote against the Christians a work 
in two books, entitled "The true doctrine." 1 

Origen himself, however, started the conjecture, that tliis Celsus 
was no other than the person otherwise known as Celsus the Epicurean, 
Lucian's contemporary and friend. Still it is plain, from the uncer
tainty with which he expresses himself, that he was led to~this conjec
ture, not by any evidence of historical tradition, but only by the identity 
of the name; and that he was thrown into doubt again by the internal 
evidence presented in the work itself. Now since it is by no means 
impossible, that two authors of the same name should write at the same 
period - especially when the name is not an unusual one - the infer
ence from the identity of names must be extremely uncertain, unless 
supported by some agreement also in the way of thinking. 

Lucian was induced by the last mentioD:ed Celsus to publish his life 

1 A6yor a:A1l-8~r, Orig. c. Cels. 1. I. c. 4. 
Several learned writers have supposed it 
might be inferred from Origen's language, 
(c. Cels.I. IV. c. 3G,) that besides the work 
just mentioned, which, as to its essential 
contents may be restored from the fmgments 
preserved in Origen's reply, Celsus wrote 
another work, in two books, against Chris
tianitv. But we cannot think that the in
terpretation of the passage which lies at 
the basis of their theory, is the correct one. 
The ~!.l.ssa~e}s this: '0, 'E1ilKOVpetor KiI.
(1Of:, etye OUTOr fUTt, Kat KaTU XptuTtavwv 
uAAa ova {3i{3Ata crvvTu.;af:. I cannot nn
d.erstand uAAa, in this connection, as refer
rm~ to other works !,gainst Christianity, 
beSIdes the one of whIch alone Origen uni
formly speaks, and which it is his business 
to refute j but I understand by it other 
works than those known to belon'" to Cel
sus. in which he betrays his Epic~reanism 
without any attempt at concealment. "The 
Epicurean Celsus, if indeed, - so I con
sider myself warranted by the Greek usus 
lloquendi of this period to understand the 
'Word ei.ye, while at the same time I ac. 
knowledge the or(qinal difference between 
ti.ye and el.1rep, - if indeed he is the same 
with the one who wrote two other books 
against the Christians." By the other 

books, in this case, none can be meant but 
that one work which Origen undertook to 
refute. Precisely this was the point in qucs· 
tion, whether the Epicurean could be the 
anthor of that worlc. 'Yhether the same in· 
dividnal had composed two other works be
sides, against Christianity, was a question 
that diel not belong here. Had it been 
Origen's intention to designate two books 
distinct from that work, he would have ex
pressed himself somewhat as follows: '0 
Kat TaVTa T(t fJiPAta Kat uAAa OUO, etr. 
Moreover, the prefixing the words, lCaTa 
XptUTtaVWV, confirms my interpretation. 
And if Celsus had written another addi· 
tional work against the Christians, two' 
cases only can be supposed. Either Origen 
had read this work also, or else he had 
merely been informed that Celsus had Wl-it· 
ten such a work, without having seen it 
himself. In the first case, he would not, 
have failed to take some notice, in this con
troversy, of what Celsus had said in his 
other work against the Christians. In the 
second case, he would, at least, not. hl\.ve 
omitted to declare distinctly, that the oth~r 
work of Celsus had never come under bIS 
eye, as he does in fact observe where he is 
speaking of a writing of qelsus, which WQ 

shall have occasion to mention hereafter. 
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of the magician Alexander of Abonoteichus, a work which he dedicated 
~ that friend. This fact would correspond with the views expressed 
in the work of Celsus against Christianity. For the antagonist of 
Christianity places it in the same class with all phenomena belonging to 
the art of magic, and compares it with the latter when he attempts to 
aecount for its origin and diffusion. He might naturally wish, also, 
to know more about the great magician who had made so much noise 
in his day, with a view to avail himself of this knowledge in behalf of 
his own scheme of enlightenment, which would throw all religious phe
nomena, transcending the ordinary standard, into the same category. 
This Celsus had written a book, as Origen also was aware, against 
pretended enchantments,l and which was intended to counteract .the 
fraudulent tricks of those vagrant Goetoo. It is described by Lucian as 
a work well adapted to lead men back to sober thought.2 Now it might 
very easily happen, that on these principles, the same zeal against 
fanaticism would induce Celsus to write against those who endeavored 
to deceive the multitude by their pretended art of magic, and against 
the Christians who insisted on their own miraculous gifts. Celsus does, 
in fact, compare, in one place, the miracles of Christ with the works of 
magicians who learned their art from the Egyptians, and for a few 
oboli exhibited them in the open markeirplace, pretending to expel evil 
spirits from men, to drive away diseases by a breath, to call up the 
souls of heroes, to charm into their presence costly viands, to make 
dead things move as if they were alive; and he asks, "Shall we, be
cause they do such things, consider them as sons of God - or shall we 
say these are the tricks of wicked and pitiable men?" 3. Origen was 
doubtless wrong in supposing that in these words Celsus conceded the 
reality of magic; and that the only way therefore, of reconciling this 
concession with the attack on magic by the same Celsus, if he were the 
same, was to assume that, to subserve a particular end, he here pre
tended to believe what he did not actually believe. For Celsus might 
express himself thus, even though he looked upon those magicians as 
no better than jugglers, skilful in deceiving the senses by a certain 
sleight of hand; 4 and the same writer, in his work against the magicians, 
may have undertaken to show how such deceptions were brought about. 
Yet it ~~t be admitted, that in .another passage of the work against 
the ChnstIans, Cclsus expresses hunself as though he considered magic 
to be an art possessed of a certain power, though held by him in no great 
a?count.5 H~ says h~ had he.ard it from Dionysius, an Egyptian musi
CIan, that magIC exerCIsed an mfluence over uncultivated and profligate 
me?, ~ut not ovc: those who h~d received a philosophical education. 
ThIS View of magi? may be eaSIly ~raced back to a common opinion 
among the Platomsts of that penod, who supposed that by taking 

1 Karel pu.YCJv. Kat ovvap,eVotr uCJ~pOVt'£tv rovr tvTVi'Xtz
2 lIe says in his tract, dedicated to this vovrar· 

Celsus, arid entitled, 'A}.t~avo(Jor or <l>evoo 8 Orig. c. Cels. 1. I. c. 28.
IlUVTlr, (§ 12:) addressing himself to eel • l\UXpt 9aVTaUlar; C/>atvopeva rotavra. 
sus: Olr Kara pUYCJv uvvtypUl/Jar;, Ka~.Aiu 6 c. Cels. 1. VI. c. 41.
rOt!, T£ lipa Kat W?£I.tpCJrurOlr; (1VyypuppaUL 

14· 
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advantage of certain attractive and repulsive powers in nature - cert!\in 
magnetic influences- it would be possible to exercise a great control 
over such as were still fettered by the bonds of nature, though not over 
those who had risen to freedom, and lived in the divine element which 
is exalted above all natural forces. With this the assertion first quoted 
from Celsus may be easily reconciled, that magic, as practised in 
Egypt, its proper home? so influenced men at a subordinate stage 
of culture, that sights, and 'affections of whatever kind, might be 
produced in them at pleasure. It may be questioned, however, whether 
Lucian's friend would have conceded as much as this to magic. 

Lucian praises the mild temper and the moderation of his friend. 
But in Celsus' work against the Christians we see no marks of such 
qualities as these; but we feel that we have to do with a man of vehe
ment passions, a man altogether incapable of allowing the cause which 
ilie attacks, to be right on any side whatever. At the same time, we 
_cannot be certain, that Lucian's opinion of his friend was according to 
. truth. Besides, there are those who find no difficulty in preserving 
their temper until certain topics are introduced, when they flash out 
at once into fire and flames. And especially on religious matters, 
nothing is more common than for men of acute minds, who have en
trenched themselves in some negative position of the understanding and 
feel jealous of every eccentric appearance in this province, to lose all 
self-possession whenever powerful phenomena of the religious life are 
.presented to their notice. The heat with which Celsus attacks Chris
tianity betrays his own oppressive sense of the power with which it 
twas ,extending itself on all sides. . 

There can be no doubt, that the Celsus who was Lucian's friend, 
"favored for the most part the school of Epicurus. But in the work 
against Christianity, very little is to be found which indicates a ten
dency to this way of thinking, and even this little vanishes under a 
more careful examination. On the other hand, the marks of an entirely 
opposite system are everywhere apparent. 

In this book we certainly perceive a mind which would not consent 
to surrender itself to the system of any other individual;_ we find our
selves in contact with a. man who, by combining the ideas predominant 
in the general philosophical consciousness of his time, the popular 
ideas - so .to speak - of that period, had framed a system of his own, 
of which he felt rather proud, and which, after he had appeared as a 
polemic in his work against the· Christians, it was his intention to unfold 
in another performance, under amore positive form. In this second 
work, he meant to show how it would -be necessary for those to live, 

1 And so the possession of the art of arts by which he performed his pretended 
magic was ascribed, by those who acknowl- miracles, and contrived to attain to such 
edged its reality, particularly to the EO'yp- eminence as to be worshipped as a divino 
tian priests, Moreover, Celsus (1. I c~28) being. ·OTt OVTO~ OtiL 7reviav el~ Aiyv7rTOV 
hrings forw-ard the story, borrowed perhaps pUj{Japv~(m~ -Kr,iKei ovvapec.;v TtVlJV 7retea
-from the Jews, that Jesus, on account of his {hk, el/J' al~ Alyv7rTtol aepvvvovTat, e7rav1/A.
povertY1 was obliged in Egypt to let him- -{}ev, ev Ta;;~ ovvapeat pfya I/Jpov{;)v Ka~ d,' 
flelf 011t for wages, and there learned the aVTa~ -{}eov aVTov (LV'TJyopevaev. 
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who were willing and able to follow him. Whether this plan was ever 
executed, we are not informed.l . 

But in this system, the u;ain ideas are borrowed from Pla~omsm. 
Among these we, r.eckon the l~ea of the Absolute, the OV, to whlC.h .the 
contemplative splnt .of the p~Ilosoph~r alone could soar; --:the dlstm~
tion between the hIghest, pnmal Bemg Or Essence, and hIS self-mam
festation in the Universe - between the Highest, who reposes in being, 
and the second god, who reveals himself in becoming; - the world, 
as the Son of the Supreme God; - the idea of the celestial luminaries 
as divine essences, of the higher intelligences animating those heavenly 
bodies, of the gods appearing visible in the phenomenal world? as 
opposed to the invisible, hidden deities presiding over the several parts 
of the world - the national gods to whom the different portions of the 
world are subject, and to whom men are bound to render due homage, 
by acknowledging this dependence grounded on the nature of the 
earthly life; the idea that the imperishable element in human nature, 
the spirit alone, derives its origin from God; that this element, possess
ing an affinity to God, exists in the human soul; the hypothesis of a 
power struggling against the divine and formative principle in the 
world, of the VA1} as the source of evil; hence of evil in this world as 
something necessary. From this VA1} are derived the' evil spirits, the 
powers that struggle against the divine, against reasoD. 

These ideas, scattered through his work, betray not the Epicurean 
certainly, but one who had appropriated nearly all he possessed from 
the current ideas of the New Platonic philosophy of religion. Though 
we cannot but suppose that Celsus, in opposing the Christian mode of 
thinking, and for the purpose of bantering the Christians, said many 
thinf,'S which he did not seriously mean; yet assuredly we have no 
reason to suppose, that the· tinge of Platonism which appears every
where through the surface, was assumed merely out of pretence. And 
however strong we may be inclined to suppose the t~ndency to eclecti
cism was at this particular period of time, still we cannot consider it to 
be natural or probable that Epicurean views would be blended with so 
predominating an element of New Platonism. But whoever this Celsus 
may have been, he is for us an important individual, being, in fact, the 
original representative of a kind of intellect which has presented itself 
over and over again in the various attacks made on Christianity: wit 
and acuten~ss, without earnest purpose or depth of research; a worldly 
understandmg that glances merely on the surface, and delights in hunt
i~g . up difficultie~ and contradictions. His objections against Chris
tIamty serve one Important end. They present, in the clearest manner 
the ,opposition betwee!l the Christian standing ground and that of th; 
anClent world; and, m general, the relation which revealed religion 
will ever be found to hold to the grotmd assumed by natural reasoD. 

1 Oligen, at the conclusion of his work, These words, too, cleo.rlv prove, that Origen 
berrs of his friend Ambrosius, that if Cel had no knowledge of· a second work of 
su~ had actually executed this plan, he Celsus against Christianity. 
would procure for him this work also, that 2.9coL C/>avepo;'
00 might take measures for its refutation. 
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Thus many of his objections and strictures"became testimonies for the 
truth. 

How the divine foolishness of the gospel, the faith whereby the 
highest truth was to be made the common property of all mankind, 
must needs appear to the twilight wisdom, and aristocratic culture of 
the ancient world, may be seen in those remarks of Celsus, where he 
objects to the Christians,! that they refused to give reasons for what 
they believed, but were ever repeating, "Do not examine, only believe; 
thy faith will make thee blessed. Wisdom is a bad thing in life, fool
ishness is to be preferred." 2 He makes the Christians say, "Let no 
educated, no wise man approach; but whoever is ignorant, unculti
vated, -whoever is like a child, let him come and be comforted." 3 

This objection was, in part, called forth by the divine paradox of the 
gospel itself; but in part, there was also a one-sided tendency among 
the Christians themselves to set up faith as something opposed to 
culture and scientific inquiry, -a course which led to the misappre
hension of Christianity itself, and to accusations which had no other 
ground than this misapprehension. Along with this class of objections 
we find another of the directly opposite character, showing how"much 
the religion which was thus accused of demanding and encouraging 
implicit faith, claimed and excited intellectual inquiry, called into 
requisition the powers of thought. "\Ye refer to the objection drawn 
from the multitude of conflicting sects among the Christians.4 " In 
the outset," says he,5 " when the Christians were few in number, they 
may, perhaps, have agreed among themselves. But as their numbers 
increased, they separated into parties, mutually attacking and refuting 
each other, and retaining nothing in common but their name, if indeed 
they did that." 6 He accuses them of calumniating each other, and of 
refusing to yield up a single point for the sake of unanimity. 7 " 

In objecting to Christianity the many oppositions of human opinion 
which it called forth, Cclsus testifies against himself. How could a reli
gion of bare faith, a religion that called" the unenlightened and repelled 
the wise of this world, give birth to such a multitude of heresies? If 
he had not been so superficial an observer, he could not have failed to 
be struck with this contradiction; and in endeavoring to resolve it, must 
have had his attention directed to that peculiarity, by which Christian
ity is so clearly distinguished from all preceding phenomena in the 

1 A similar objection to Judaism and Ka~ avdpurroda Ka~ yvvata Ka~ rraldapta 7I"et
Christianity is made also by Galen that iT£tv liT§').ovut T£ Ka2 dvvavTat. 
celebrated physician of the second and third 4 Clement of Alexandria observes, that 
centuries, - a man incapable of rising to pagans and Jews were used. to bring this 
the higher fields of thought. From the po objection against Christianity; pq r5elv 7l"l(J
sition at which he contemplates the world revelv dtu TqV r5tatpCJviav -rwv alp§ueCJv. 
on one particular side of it, and by th~ Strom. 1. VII. f. 753. Ed Paris, 1641
mere understanding, he observes: "Iva p~ 6 L. III. c. 10, and the following. 
Tt~ eMv~ KaT' uPxu~ tJ(' el~ MCJvuov Ka~ 6 l:TuU£tf ldia~ EX£tV EKaUTOl iT§').ovut,
XptUTOV dtaTpt{3qv a9lYp.€vo~ vOPCJv uvarro u9ii.~ aVTov~ l').§yxovutv, lvo~, tJ~ el7l"eiv, l~' 
Oe£KTCJV aKov~. De different. puIs. 1. II. KOLVCJvovvTe~, dye KOlVCJVOVULV ETL, TOV ovo
c.4. paTO~. " , 

2 L. I. c. 9. " 7 L. V. c. 63: B').au¢7JpOvUl de ek a').').l1
8 L. III. c. 44: .11jM£ elutv, OTt povav~ MV~ OVTOl 7I"uvduva p7JTU Kat. app1JTa leal 

rov~ lJ').L1'H.ov~ Ka~ ayevvei~ 'W~ avatcn9-fjTovf oi"c !LV d~aL£v oMe "aiT' OTlOVV ek opovotav. 

http:lJ').L1'H.ov
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intellectual world. Celsus was of the opinion, that these oppositions 
of knowledge, so hotly conflicting with each other, would bring about 
the dissolution of Christianity. But history has decided against him; 
it has shown how the indwelling power of unity in Christianity could 
overcome these oppositions, and make them subservient to its own ends. 

Cclsus then, as we see, was aware of the fact, that many different 
sects existed among the Christians. But he did not give himself the 
pains, which a lover of justice and of truth would have done, to distin
guish what was grounded in the original Christian doctrine, and what 
had been added by these sects; what was acknowledged as true doc
trine by the great body of Christians, and what was adopted only by 
this or that particular party. He was somewhat deeply read in the 
religious records of the Christians, and had heard a great deal repeated 
which was derived from them. But the spirit in which he had read 
and heard all this, was not one that prepared him to receive, or made 
him capable of understanding it; but one which, keeping him on the 
alert for opportunities of ridicule and misrepresentation, must find these 
opportunities. He threw the religious writings, as he had done the 
religious parties of the Christians, into one class, without examining 
either into the origin of them or into their character. Whatever he 
could lay hold of, belonging to the most opposite parties, - to those 
fanatical spiritualists, the Gnostics, and to those gross anthropomorph
ists, the Chiliasts, - which served to present Christianity on different 
sides in the most unfavorable light, was eagerly welcomed by him. 

Sometimes he objects to the Christians that they had nothing in com
mon with all other religions, - neither temples, images nor altars; at 
others, - opposing an abstract knowledge of God to the religion that 
had its birth in historical facts, - he calls them a miserable sense~ 
bound, sense-loving race,l who would acknowledge nothing but that 
which was palpable to the outward senses. He preaches to them, 
that men should close their senses and turn away from all sensible 
things, so :!S to have the intuition of God through the eye of the mind. 

On the watch for every weak spot which the Christians might expose, 
an~ which he could take advantage of in assailing their faith, the pains 
taken by many to work into form the traditions relating to the history 
of Christ did not escape his notice. ":Many of the faithful," says he, 
"who have come, as it were, out of the fit of intoxication to their sober 
senses, alter the 'evangelical narrative from the shape in which it was 
fi:st recorded, ~ t~ree, ,four, man~old wa1s, that they may have where
WIth to deny obJectIons..2 He bnngs thIS to prove the position, that 
the more prudent and dIscreet among the Christians could not help 

1 atlAOV KaZ ~JLAOt1l1parov )'Cvor. L. VII. sus says can apply only to tbe Gnostics, 
e. 36. navn:Aw~ Tlj cap'" lvt5coepivoL Ka~ who allowed themselves in the practice of
P1Jo'i:v Ka'l9apov {3AhrovTe~. L. c. c. 42. altering the evangelical records to suit their 

2 The remarkable words of Celsus, (1. n. peculiar doctrines. Celsus, however, could 
c. 27,) are: Ttvu~ rwv ?TLt1TevoVTCJV iJ~ b, hardly have in view this class of men, but 
Pf:{),U: ~KOVTa~ ek TO l¢et1!"uvat aVToi~ pe more probably referred to those who, by
raxapurTetv tK riJ~ 'lrpllT7" )'Pa91;r TO evar their criticism of the text, springing out of 
yi'.LOV Tptxii Kal rtrpaX17 Kat 'lrO/.I.ax17 Ka~ some apologetical interest, were for remoy· 
p£TarrAurTctV, tV' lXiJLeV rrp?lr Toi)~ tAiyxov~ ing what might prove offensive tQ the seu
upvEi~a,. Origen supposes tbat what eel.. sus communis. 
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feeling the insuperable difficulties in those accounts, and therefore felt 
themselves called upon to- remove these difficulties by their emenda
tions. But even this is still a witness in favor of the inward power with 
which these facts had found their way into the religious consciousness; 
since notwithstanding the stones of stumbling that offered themselves 
to the common understanding, still, when these accounts came to be 
spread among the cultivated, they could win conviction on their side. 

In like manner Celsus bears witness, against his will, of the distin
guishing peculiarity of the gospel, and at the same- time of that which 
lay at .the very ground of his own want of susceptibility to its power, 
when he imagines he can ridicule Christianity, because it invites sin
ners only to participate in the kingdom of God, and excludes such as 
are wholly without sin. " They who invite us," says he,! "to become 
initiated into other religious mysteries, begin by proclaiming' Let him 
approach who is free from all stains, who is conscious of no wickedness, 
who has lived a good and upright life; , - and this they proclaim who 
promise purification from sins. But let us hear who it is these Chris
tians call: 'Whoever is a sinner,' say they, 'whoever is foolish, unlet
tered, in a word, whoever is wretched, him will the kingdom of God 
receive.'" And then he asks, " But how? Was not Christ sent ill 
behalf of those who are sinless ?" 2 As Celsus was wanting in a just sense 
of the nature of sin, and hence could express surprise that Christ did 
not announce himself as sent particularly in behalf of the sinless, so 
too he was without a presentiment of the soul-transforming power which 
Christianity carries with it, of that mystery of an entire moral renova
tion of the nature estranged from God, which Christ sets forth in his 
conversation with Nicodemus. He had no conception of the fact, that 
by the power of divine love, a change could be produced, beginning 
from within and working outwards, which no fear of punishment could 
ever effect from without. His words bearing on this subject are well 
deserving of notice.3 "It is manifest to everyone, that it lies within 
no man's power to produce an entire change in a person to whom 
sin has become a second nature, even by punishment, to say nothing 
of mercy,. for to effect a complete change of nature is the most diffi
cult of things,. but the sinless are the safer companions in life." 

It is evident, that with the habit of thinking which expresses itself in 
the passages already cited, Celsus would be incapable of understanding 
another point which belongs to the characteristic marks of the Chris
tian po~i~ion as distinguished from that of antiquity, namely, the nature 
of humIlIty. In virtue of his Platonism, he did, indeed, see that the 
Ta7retv6T1/~, which, from the ordinary ethical position of antiquity, was 
looked upon only as something wrong and evil, might also be a virtue; 
and hence he refers to the passage in Plato's fourth book of the Laws, 
whi~h ha.s already. been cited on page 19. But instead of recogniz
ing In ~hlS somethl~g. typical and prophetic in relation to Christianity, 
he derIves the ChrlStuln idea of humility from a misunderstanding of 

1 Lib. III. c. 59. 8 OMd> av ovoe IWAU'CJV 7r(LVT~ fleTa{3a
II Ti oe j Toi> uvaflaprr,Tol> o{Jle ETrEfll/>f}1/ ; Am, fl~Tl ye EA.ecjv. L. III. c. 65. 

L. c. c. 62. 
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that Platonic sentiment.1 The true nature of humility was a matter 
too foreign to his own way of thinking and apprehension, to make it 
easy for him to understand the Christian life on this. particular side. 
Thus, in those carricatures of humility which came under his observa
tion in exceedingly imperfect exhibitions of the Christian life, he was 
unable to discern the truth at bottom; and he seized on such morbid 
offshoots, to represent the essence of Christian humility itself as a mor
bid thing; - as if, according to the doctrine of the Christians, the hum
ble man was a creature "for ever on his knees, or rolling in the dust, 
a man who dressed meanly and sprinkled himself with ashes." 2 

It may appear strange, that Celsus, who taunts the Christians for 
their self-abasement before God, should accuse them at the same time 
of the directly contrary error, immoderate pride, a foolish self-exaltation 
towards God. But as he had no proper conception of true humility, 
so neither had he any just conception of true loftiness, - both being 
intimately cOImected together in the Christian consciousness, according 
to the words of Christ, w~o makes the humiliation of self the condition 
of man's exaltation. At the position held by the natural man, these 
appear as incompatible opposites; but they find their resolution in 
Christianity. Hence Celsus must necessarily mistake the Christian 
ground of standing on both sides. Hence he could attack it on both 
these opposite aspects. He ridicules the Christians for presuming to 
ascribe to themselves, to man, compared with the rest of creation, such 
worth and dignity in the sight of God, as they did, when they taught 
that God had created all things on man's account, and when they rep
resented man as the end of the creation and of the government of the 
world. The importance which Christianity &ttached to personal exist
ence, struck him as singular and strange. It appeared to him, in 
accordance with the prevailing vicw of the ancient world, that the 'Uni
versal whole was the only end worthy of the divine mind; and that man 
was of account only as an integrant part of this whole, subjected to 
thoRe unchangeable laws of its evolution which operate with iron neces
sity. "It is. not for man," says he, " that every thing has been given; 
but every thmg grows and decays for the sustentation of the whole." 3 

How little capable he was of understanding, indeed, the great idea 
that all things have been created for man, is evident from the fo~ 
of some of his objections. "Although it might be said that trees 
plants, herbs g:ow for the sake of man, yet might it not be said with 
the same proprIety that they grow also for the wildest animals?" 4 And 
comparing these latter with man, he observes 5_" 'Ve with great labor 
and car~ are scarcely able to support ourselves; but for the brutes 
every thing grows spontaneously, without any sowing and ploughing of 

1 IIap(ucovC1pa 7'WV IIAUr(Jvor AOY(JV. L. to the ignorance of those who propose to
VI. c. 15. do what is right, but fail for want of knowl

2 L. VI. c. 15. Origen jnstly replies, "If edge."

there are some who, through ignorance and , 


8 'E~a(JTa ~iiF ~ov OAOV (J(JTTJptar elveICa
the want of a right understanding of the ytVeTat re /Cat a7rOAAVTat. L. IV. c. 69. 
true doctrine of humility, do this, the 4 L. c: c. 75. 
Christian system is not therefore to be ac 6 L. c. c. 76. 
cused j but it must be charitably imputed 
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theirs." In his passionate opposition to what Christianity teaches 
respecting the worth of human nature, he goes so far as to exalt the 
brutes at man's expense.1 "If you s~y, God has given you the pow~r 
to capture the brutes and make them subservient to your ends, we will 
say, that before cities, arts, trades and weapons had existence, men 
were torn by wild beasts, not they taken by men." Instead of mark
ing how in the brutes nature is striving upward to man, he adduces the 
bees and the ants as examples to show, that even the order of civil soci
ety is no prerogative of man.2 What the Christians taught concerning 
a particular providence, and concerning God's care for the well-being 
of individuals, appeared, therefore, to him as vain arrogance, as an alto
gether anthropomorphite notion. "It is not for man," he asserts,3 "any 
more than for lions or eagles, that every thing in the world has been 
created; but it is in order that the world, as the work of God, might 
present a complete and perfect whole. God provides only for the whole; 
and this his providence never deserts. And this world never becomes 
any worse. God does not return to it after a long interval. He is as 
little angry with man as he is with apes or flies." Like a consistent 
Platonist, Celsus rejects every thing teleological in the creation and 
government of the world. A redemption, according to his doctrine, is 
wholly out of the question. For ill this world, evil is a necessary thing. 
It has no origin, and will have no end. It remains constantly as it is, 
just as the nature of the universe generally remains eternally the same.4 

The 'VA1] is the source, whence what we term evil ever springs afresh. 
By this Platonic principle, a redemption, triumphing over evil, is ex
cluded. Celsus conceives the evolution of the universe as a circle con
stantly repeating itself according to precisely the same laws. With 
such notions of God's relation to the world, and to man in particular, 
with such mistaken views of the worth and significance of personal 
existence, he could bring against the Christian view of God's govern
ment of the world, and of his method of salvation, and especially of the 
work of redemption, the objection so often repeated in after times, 
" that the universe has been provided, once for all, with all the powers 
necessary for its preservation and for developing itself after the same 
laws; that God has not, like a human architect, so executed his work, 
that at some future period it would need repair.5 

Characteristic of the man, is the way in which Celsus treats the 
history of Christ. In part, he follows the stories set in circulation by 
the Jews; in part, other spurious or mistaken traditions, and partly, the 
~va~&elical narr~ti;es, which, because he possessed no single coll~ctive 
mtUltlOn of Chnst s person, he could not understand in their true 

1 To avoid the mistake of many who some affinity to that of man, bnt only
have supposed they found, in what Celsus checked in its development by the. CO!!
here says, a token of his leaning much rath straint of the VA,1], was supposed to eXIst In 
er to the side of Epicureanism than Platon brute animals. 
ism in his mode of thinking, it should be 2 L. c. c. 81. 
duly considered, that passion and obstinacy 8 L. IV. c. 99. 
lead him here to push every thinrr to the 4 L. c. c. 62, and the following. 
extreme, and that even according to the 5 Ovre rifJ -&tifJ KatvOrepar; del OLOp{)wut(Jt;.
New Platonic principles, a soul bearing L. c. c. 69. 
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significance.! Wherever he thinks the evangelical narratives can be 
made to answer his purpose, he con.siders their authority to be unim
peachable; but when they refuse to lend themselves to his polemical. 
interest, he denies their truth.2 The Jew whom he introduces as an 
opponent of Christianity, is made to say, that he had many true things 
to state in relation to Christ's history, and altogether different from 
those reported by his disciples, but he purposely kept them back.3 

Yet Celsus, whose perfect hatred of Christianity led him to collect 
together everything that could be said with the least show of probability 
against it, would not have failed, certainly, to avail himself of such 
accounts, if they were really within his reach. We must consider this, 
therefore, with Origen, as one of those rhetorical tricks of which Celsus 
set the example for later antagonists of Christianity. 

Accordingly, he assails the position that Christ was wholly free from 
sin; 4 yet without producing a single action of Christ to show the contrary. 

Among other stories, he lays hold of the wholly unfounded tradition 
respecting the uncomliness of Christ's person,/) to represent it as incon
sistent with the supposition that Christ partook of the divine nature 
beyond all other men.6 

In respect to the resurrection of Christ, it did not occur to him to 
deny the reality of his death; but. he denied the truth of the accounts 
concerning his reappearance after he had risen. Without entering into 
any careful examination of these accounts, he leaves it optional, either 
to suppose them pure inventions, or cases of optical delusion - visions 
belonging to the same class with the apparition of ghosts.7 The objec
tions which Celsus urges against the reality of Christ's miracles and 
of his resurrection, harmonize perfectly with his ignorance of the true 
significancy of these facts. " Why did Christ perform no miracle when 
challenged to do so by the Jews in the temple?" 8 " If he really 
intended to manifest his divine power, he ought to have shown himself 
to those who condemned him, and generally to all." 9 How he is com
pelled, from overlooking the connection of the divine' with the human 
in hist()ry, to testify against himself, appears once more in a very 
remarkable manner, where he says, "How is it, that a man, who was 
incensed with the Jews, should destroy them all at a stroke and send 
up their city in flames! - so utterly nothing were they before him . _ 
but the Great God, angry and threatening, sends his own son as they 
say, and he must suffer all this." 10 ' 

Thu~, ~o the man who was incapable of ~nderstanding the true import 
of Chnst s appearance, the course of hIstory generally, the signs of 

1 Origen aptly characterizes the sources 
of information of which Celsus availed 
himself: EXr' £K 7rapa7rov(1flanJV, eire Ka~ 
£~ uvayv(,J(1/lanJV, tir' £K OtT/YTlflaT(,JV '!ov
dalKi:Jv. L. II. c. 10. 

2 L. c. c. 34. 
8 L. c. c. 13. 
t M1/oe uvmO..1/7rTOV yeyovivaL TOV '11/

aovv. I.I. c. c. 41 and 42. 
6 Which tradition had grown out of the 

idea, - pushed to the extreme, -of Christ's 
VOL. I.' 15 

appearance in the form of II. servant, and' 
the literal interpretation of Isaiah 53. 

6 'Ap.~xavov, OTCP rreiov TL 7rAEOV Ti:JV aA.
ACJV 7rporilv /l1/oev aAAOv OtatpfptLV' TOVTO 
Oe ovoev a'.Aov oLitpepev, aAA' tJr t/>a(1t flL
KpOV Kat OV(1tLoe~ Kat ayevvE!: f]v. L.IV. 
c.75. 

'1 L. n. c. 55; 1. VIT. c. 35. 
8L.I.c.67. . 
9 L. n. c. 63 and 67. 
10 L. IV. c. 73. 

http:8L.I.c.67


170 WRITERS' AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 

the times, must also be unintelligible. He c()lild not perceive that 
men whose anger had been excited against the Jewish people, served 
as instruments of the divine justice to inflict the penal~y which that 
people had brought upon themselves by the accumulated measure of 
their guilt.. , 

From the same school of Platonism proceeded1 in the latter half of 
the third century, another opponent of Christianity, - one in w~om we 
recognize a man of noble spirit united with profound intellectual attain
ments, rtItogether the reverse of Celsus. Porphyry, a Phoonician by 
birth, was a man of the East, in whom the Oriental basis of character 
had been completely fused with the elements of Grecian culture. The 
account which comes from the church historian Socrates,! that he had 
?riginally been a Christian, and only became embittered against Chris
tianity on account of the ill treatment he had suffered from some of 
his fellow-believers, resembles, too much to deserve any credit, one of 
the common stories by which men endeavored to account, from outward 
causes, for an opposition grounded in the inward bent of the mind itself. 
In all that belongs to Porphyry, no trace can be discovered of his hav
ing once been a Christian; for, assuredly, those ideas of his which arc, 
or rather which seem to be, related to Christianity, cannot rightly be 
considered as any evidence of this sort. In part, those ideas sprung 
naturally out of that part of Platonism which may claim some relation
ship with Christian doctrines, and which was more distinctly brought 
out by the effort to refine paganism and hold it up in opposition to 
Christianity; and in part, they showed the power exerted by Christianity 
even over those minds that were opposed to it; as, for instance, when 
Porphyry describes the triad of Christian principles, Faith, Love, and 
Hope, - though not apprehended according to the profound meaning 
of St. Paul- as the foundation of genuine piety. 2 If Porphyry had 
not been a disciple of Plotinus, it is possible that by the fusion of 
Oriental Theosophy with Christianity he might have become a Gnostic. 
That speculative direction, opposed to the Oriental Gnosticism, which 
he received from Plotinus, the union of a Theosophy based on Plato
nism with the spiritualized polytheistic system, rendered him a violent 
enemy of Christianity, which could not be forced to accommodate itself 
to his eclectic theory. 

Porphyry, in the letter to his wife, calls it the noblest fruit of· piety 
to worship God after the manner of one's country.3 Christianity, then, 
would be hateful to him, if on no other grounds, because it was a religion 
that co~flicted with the national worship. As it was his wish that such 
a worship should be maintained as could not otherwise be reduced to 
h~rmo~y ~ith. the fundamental ideas of his philosophical religion than 
by artIfi.cml mterpret~tions, unintelligible to the multitude, he was 
necessanly betrayed mto many self-contradictions. He was, as we 
have seen, a zealous advocate of image-worship; and in encouraging 

1 L. m. c. 23. ~CJ 7rep~ -t1eov' 7rlUrtr, UA~~eta, lpCJr, fj,,7rlr. 
2 In his letter to his wife, Marcella, which 8 Ep. ad Marcellam, ed. Mai. c. 18, where 

was published by Mai, in Milan, 1816, (c. perhaps the reading should he: TtMV ro 
24:) Teauapa OTOtxela f'a').tura /wcparvv- i)elov !Caril ril rru:rpta. 
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this, he countenanced at the same time the old superstitions, since the 
people associated with these images their ancient notions. And yet 
he writes to his wife: "That man is not so much of an Atheist who 
neglects to worship the images of tlw gods, as he who transfers to God 
the opinions of the multitude." 

He wrote a work against Christianity, in which he endeavored to de
tect contradictions in the sacred scriptures, - contradictions between the 
Apostles - especially between the Apostles Peter and Paul.l Doubt
less he may have adroitly availed himself, in this work, of the weak 
spots presented, not by the matter itself which he was attacking, but 
by the manner in which men had set forth and defended it; as, for 
example, when he was led by those harmonists who regarded the New 
Testament only as a rigid unity, to point out the discrepancies existing 
in the same, - of which, as we may suppose, he would be sure to make 
a false use; when, as Celsus had done before him,2 he seized upon the 
artificial, allegorical interpretations, resorted to for the purpose of so 
explaining the Old Testament as to show that every part of it was 
equally divine and that every Christian doctrine might be found in it, 
and turned them into an argument to prove that the Old Testament 
admitted of no worthy sense to the natural and simple apprehension. 
Not without good reason could he say of such explanations, that men 
had contrived to dazzle and bewilder the judgment by pompous show.3 

Yet what he could assert with so much justice against this artificial 
interpretation of the Old Testament, fell back with no less weight 
against himself and the school to which he belonged, who took the same 
unwarrantable liberties in interpreting the Greek religion and its fables. 

There is another work of Porphyry's, respecting which our informa
tion is more accurate, where too he has spoken against Christianity, and 
may have intended, indirectly at least, to present some check to its 
progress, - a system of Theology such as could be drawn up from the 
ancient, pretended responses of the Oracles.4 He aimed in this way, 
as we have already observed in the Introduction, to supply the craving 
now awakened for religious instruction on the basis of some divine 
authority that could be relied on - an interest by which many were led 
along to Christianity. Now, among the responses of the Oracles, some 
are to be found which relate to Christ and Christianity, - an evidence 
?f the po~er of th~ 9hristian religion, which had so early infused its 
mfluence mto the splntual atmosphere, and already pressed itself upon 
the heathens from all that surrounded them. Hence many were at a 
loss to know how they should act with regard to it, and sought for 

1 Where he has recourse to the fallacious in many respects very interesting work, 
argument grounded on the wcll-known in. considerable fragments have been preserv
cident at Antioch, Gal. 2. cd in the twelve sennonib. curat. affect. of 

2 See c. Cels. 1. I. c. 17 ; 1. IV. c. 48. Theodorctus, in Augustine's work de Civi
B The words of Porphyry, which very tate Dei, after a Latin version, in which 

aptly characterize this sort of self-dclusion Augustine had read it j and especially in 
in thc interpretation of the records of re that great literary store.house, the. Prrepa
ligion, are as follows.: Ata TOU TVrpOV TO rat. Evang. and Demonstrat. Evangel. of 
ICPtTtlCOV T~r ""vx~r lCaTaYOT/UVaaVTEr. Eu Eusebius. Maii has published a new fr~ 
Bch. hist. eccles. 1. VL c. 19. ment in connection with the letter to Mar

" n£p~ TiJr tIC Aoyic..lv ~tAoao~ia~, ofwhich, cella. 
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advice from the Oracles or from the priests who spoke in their name. 
The responses given in answer to these applications differed in tone and 
import, according to the different modes of thinking of the priests who 
gave them .. It was a case of frequent occurrence, in the first centuries, 
that the women became zealous Christians, while their husbands remained 
wholly devoted to Paganism. In a case of this sort, a man inquired 
of Apollo what god he should propitiate in order to bring back his wife 
from Christianity.l The pretended Apollo, who knew doubtless the 
force of conviction among the Christians, gave for a response, "that he 
might sooner write on the flowing stream, or fly on the empty air, than 
change the mind of his wife after she had once become impure and 
godless. Leave her, then, to lament her deceased God." 2 Apollo 
appears, next, justifying the judges who had condemned Jesus to death 
as a revolter against Judaism: "for the Jews acknowledged God, at 
least more than the Christians," (the common judgment of the pagans. 
See the preceding history.) 

Many of the pagans were led to suppose from what they had heard 
concerning Christ, that he might be worshipped as a god along with the 
other gods, and they consulted the Oracle on this point. It is notice
able that the priests, who composed the response in this case, were 
cautious against saying anything disrespectful of Christ himself. . The 
answer was, "He who is wise, knows that the soul rises immortal from 
the body; but the soul of that man is preeminent in piety." 3 'Then 
they inquired further, why Christ had suffered death, it was responded, 
" To be subjected to the weaker sufferings is always the lot of the body, 
but the soul of the pious rises to the fields of heaven." 4 Here Por
phyry himself takes occasion to explain that Christ, therefore, must not 

1 Maii infers from this place, altogether 4 !'wfla flev uopavicrtv (3acravot~ ale2 71"pO
without reason, that Porphyry's Marcella {3§(3A1]Tal' 
was a Christian. Porphyry undoubtedly tpvxn 0' evcref3§wv eir; ovpavlov 7rfOOV Ket. 
cites here the question of another, as he does It may be, that Porphyry was occasionallyfrequently in this work. The letter to deceived by spurious oracles, that had becn Marcella contains no evidence whatever interpolated either by Alexandrian Jews, or
that she was a Christian, but rather proves other and older pagan Platonicians. It isthe contrary. quite possible also, that oracles of this de

2 Augustin. de civitnte Dei,1. XIX. c. 23. scription had been intcrpolated by some othThe strength of religious conviction amonll' er more rightly thinking pagan, under the Jews and Christians became proverbial, a~ name of the god or the goddess; - thoughwe see from the words of the celebrated it may be very well conceived, and indeed physician ~alen, where ~e is speaking of is more natural to suppose, that these orathe great difficulty of brmgincr about any cles were actually given on the occasions change in the opinions of thos~who are de specificd. But assurcdly the suspicion is voted to particular schools of medicine or altogether unfounded, that they were inphilosophy, and makes use of the followinll' 
vented by some Christian, for Christianscomparison: eU1'TOV av nr TOVr U71"O Mwv': 
would 'certainly have never heen ahle toCToii ~al: XPlCTTOii IU:Ta&c5a~etev, ~ K, 1'. A. make up their minds to say so little of Christ.De different. pulsnum, 1. III. c. 3, ed. Char
The example being once given of such pater, T. VIII. f. 68. 
gan oracles inreIation to Christ, Christians 

8 ·On flev ufJavaTT} tpvX~ flETa CTwfla 7rpo{Ja£ might then be led, no doubt, to invent oth
Vet, ers. In the oracular response cited by

ytyv0,Ket CTol/>£7,1 reTtflTJflEVOr, uMa re Lactantius, (institnt. 1. VI. c. 13) the words 
tpVXTJ concerning Christ, fJvTJ1'O~ fflv KaTil (Jap

avepo~ eV(Je(3£7,1 7rpo¢epearaT1J lcrT~v lKe/. /( a, crotpo~ repaTwdecrlv epYOtr, and several 
vov. others, betray their Christian author. 

Euseb. Demonstrat. evang.l. III. p. 134. 
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lJe calumniated; they only should be pitied who worship him as God. 
"That pious soul, which had ascended to' heaven, had by a certain 
fatality become an occasion of error to those souls which ,were q.estined 
to have no share in the gifts of the gods and in the knowledge of t4e 
eternal Zeus." 

The list of authors who wrote against Christianity is closed by Hiero
cles, president of Bithynia, and afterwards prrefect of Alexandria. 
The time which this writer chose for making his attack, was the last 
which any man of noble and generous feelings would have been dispose~ 
to choose, that of the Dioclesian persecution. And it was particularly 
unbecoming in Hierocles to obtrude himself on the Christians in the 
character of a teacher, as he was himself one of the instigators of the 
persecution, and a principal instrument in carrying it into effect. Yet 
he assumed the air of one who was actuated by an impartial love of 
the truth, and who wrote with the kindest feelings towards the Chris
tians, entitling his performance, " Words to the Christians, from a lover 
of truth." 1 In this work, he repeats over a great deal that had been 
said already by Celsus and Porphyry. He indulges himself in retail
ing the most abominable falsehoods about the history of Christ. In 
particular, for the purpose of at once glorifying the old religion and 
attacking the Christian faith, he made use of a comparison of which 
probably he has no claim to be considered the original inventor. To 
give the declining religion of paganism a new impulse in its resistanc~ 
to the overwhelming power of Christianity, it was necessary to direct 
men's attention to those heroes of the old religion who could be set up, 
it was imagined, in opposition to him on whom alone the faith of the 
Christians reposed. Thus the lives of the ancient sages, - of Py
~hagoras, for example, as exhibited by the New-Platonic philosopher, 
J amblichus, - were colored over with a tinge of the miraculous, if not 
purposely for an object of this sort, at least under the influence of sucl~ 
a tendency, which reigned supreme in the religious consciousness of the 
pagans. But men did n'ot wish to go back for the pictures of suc~ 
heroes of the faith to hoary antiquity, they wanted to find them nearer 
home. The appearance of men who had occasioned unusual excitement 
in the public mind, of such men, for example, as Apollonius of Tyana, 
were made available against Christianity in two different ways. One 
class, who were in the habit of referring all eccentric phenomena of 
the religious spirit alike to fanaticism or fraud - as Lucian, who places 
Apollonius of Tyana on the same level with Alexander of Abonoteichus' 
- would avail themselves of this comparison to account also for th~ 
appearance and effects of Christianity. Others, arrain, would oppose 
Apollonius, as a prophet and worker of miracles am~ng the Greeks to 
the founder of the new religion. This was the course adopted' by 
Hierocles. He wanted to deprive the miracles of Christ of their force 
of evidence, by the miracles of this Apollonius. He considered every 
fable which the rhetorical ~hilostratus, ages after the alleged events, 
had drawn from unauthentic sources, or out of his own imagination, to 
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be entirely worthy of credit; as, for example, that Apollonius under
stood the language of brutes; while the apostles, uneducated,. lying 
men,-jugglers, as Hierocles abusively called them without attempting 
to prove it,-are declared to have stated nothing but falsehoods. "You 
hold Christ to be God," said he, "because he is reported to have made 
a few blind men see, and to have performed some other works of the 
like kind; and yet the Greeks hold an Apollonius, who was the author 
of so many miracles, not to be a god, but only a man particularly 
beloved of the gods." Such was the peculiar method of argument 
adopted by Hierocles.1 

In this very life of Apollonius, used by Hierocles, and composed by 
the rhetorician Philostratus the elder, a favorite of Julia Domna the 
wife of Septimius Severus, some have supposed they discovered a side 
aim against Christianity. But there is no single passage of the work 
which furnishes any evidence that such was its design, while opportuni
ties were not wanting to introduce in some way or other remarks hostile 
to Christianity, as, for instance, where he speaks of the Jews.· On the 
other hand, he mentions the divine vengeance inflicted on Jerusalem, 
of which the Roman arms were only the instrument,2 in such a way as 
would be favorable to the Christian interest, and might be supposed, 
indeed, to indicate that he was unconsciously influenced by the prevail
ing mode of contemplating· that event among the Christians. Yet the 
remarks on the preceding page are not wholly inapplicable to the case 
of Philostratus. Whether it sprang from a conscious design, or from 
an involuntary interest, the effort is apparent to give dignity to his 
hero as a counter-picture to Christ; and in doing this we need not 
suppose he was influenced by any polemic aim against the Christian 
faith, but only by a wish to set forth the splendor of the Greek religion 
in rivalship with Christianity.3 It may be that the miracles of Christ, 
of which he had informed himself, furnished the occasion for many 
scattered embellishments of his own invention, although no reference 
of this kind is to be found so distinct and palpable as to leave this 
beyond question. 

These attacks on the Christian church were met, from the time of 
the Emperor Hadrian and onwards, by men who stood up for the de
fence of Christianity and of the Christians. We reserve it for another 
portion of our history to speak more in detail of these apologists and of 
their wr~tings. Here we shall simply remark that these apologies were 
of two dIfferent forms, and had two distinct objects in view. One class 
of them were expositions of Christian doctrine desi~ed for the use 
of enlightened Pagans generally; the other cla~s had a more official 
character, as the authors advocated the cause of the Christians before 
emperors, or before the proconsuls and presidents of the provinces. 

1 See, respecting him, Lactant. 1. V. c. 2' 8 As Dr. Baur also supposes, in his Essay
de rnortib. pcrsecutor. c. 16. Euseb. adv: on Apollonios of Tyana, (in the Tiibinger 
Hierocl. Zeitschrift fiir Theologie, .Tahrg. 1832, 4tes 

2 L. VI. c. 29, he makes Titus say, in Heft, also separately printed,) although I 
reference to the destruction of Jerusalem: cannot allow that all the references to thelfn aVTo~ Tavra clpY(J,(r&at, {hifJ oe opy~v history of Christ which Baur finds in this 
cp~aVT£ tmoeOWI.Evat TU!: eavToii ;reipar. book, are sufficiently proved. 
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As they could not obtain a personal hearing, it was necessary for them 
to speak through their writings. The supposition that the forms of 
address to the emperors, to the senate, and the governors, were mere 
drapery, after the fashion of the declamations practised in the Pagan 
rhetorical schools, is certainly inconsistent with the situation and temper 
of the Christians of this time. It is far more natural to suppose that 
the authors of such writings were seeking to correct the judgment of 
the civil authorities respecting Christianity and its adherents. We 
cannot wonder, however, that these apologies seldom or never produced 
their desired effect on the authorities of the state; for the latter would 
hardly give themselves the time, or find themselves in a suitable mood, 
to examine with calmness what these apologists had to advance. Even 
master-pieces of apologetic art, which these productions, written from the 
fullness of conviction, certainly were not, could, in this case, have effected 
nothing; for there was no possible way in which they could recommend 
Christianity so as to meet the politico-religious views of Roman states
men. In relation to the fundamental position of a Roman, it was of no 
avail, though they bore witness, with the force of inspiration, of those 
truths, the more general recognition of which was certainly owing, in 
the first place, to the revolution in the opinions of mankind brought 
about by Christianity; though they appealed to the universal rights 
belonging to man by his creation; though they assumed as a point which 
every man must concede, that religion is a matter of free conviction 
and feeling, that belief cannot be forced, that God cannot be served 
with the worship of constraint. "It belongs to the human rights and 
natural power of each individual," says Tertullian, "to worship the 
God in whom he believes; it is not the part of religion to force religion; 
it must be embraced voluntarily, not imposed by constraint, as sacrifices 
are required only from the willing heart. Although, then, you compel 
us to sacrifice, you will still gain nothing for your gods." 1 But by the 
principle of the laws of the Roman empire, which here came imme
diately into consideration, there was no question respecting the inward 
religion, but only respecting the outward fulfilment of the laws, the 
observance of the "Roman ceremonies." There was nothing here 
that taught any distinction between men and citizens. The apologists 
might aweal to the blameless lives of the Christians, they might chal
lenge the magistrates to subject them to the severest judicial examina
tions, and punish the guilty, but this could avail nothing. The more 
intelligent had lo?g sin?e ceased to believe those fantastic reports of 
the populace. LIke Phny, they could not accuse the Christians as a 
body, of. any mor.al de~inquency. But yet the Christian life app~ared 
to them IncompatIble WIth the "Roman manners," and Christianity a 
feverish fanaticism dangerous to the good order of the Roman state. 

It was a sound and healthy feeling that induced the apologists of 
Christianity to assume the existence of a prophetic element, not in 

1 IInmani juris et natnralis potestatis est suscipi debeat, non vi, cum et hostire ab 
nnicuique, quod putaycrit, colcre, nee alii animo libcnti expostnlentnr. Ad Scapu
obest aut prodcst alterius religio. Sed nee lam, c. 2. 
religionis est: cogere religionem, qure sponte 
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Judaism alone but also in Paganism, and to make appeal to this, as 
the apostle Paul, at Athens, in proclaiming the God of revelation, 
appealed to the presentiment of the unknown God in the' immediate 
consciousness of mankind, and to those forms in which this consciousness 
had been expressed by the words of inspired poets. Christianity, in 
truth, is the end to which all development of the religious consciousness 
must tend, and of which, therefore, it cannot do otherwise than offer a 
prophetic testimony. Thus there dwells an element of prophecy not 
barely in revealed religion, unfolding itself beneath the fostering care 
of the divine vintager (John xv.) as it struggles onward from Judaism 
to its complete disclosure in Christianity, but also in religion as it grows 
wild I on the soil of paganism, which by nature must strive unconsciously 
towards the same end. But though the apologists had a well-grounded 
right to search through those stages of culture from which they them
selves had passed over to Christianity, in quest of such points of agree
ment, - for which purpose they made copious collections from the 
ancient philosophers and poets,- yet they were too closely involved in 
the very process of development to be able rightly to understand the 
earlier culture, as well in that part of it which was opposed to Chris
tianity as in that which was in relationship with it and led to it. Very 
easily might it happen that they would be led involuntarily to transfer 
their Christian mode of apprehension to their earlier positions, and 
allow themselves to be deceived by mere appearances of resemblance. 
Add to this, that Alexandrian Jews and pagan Platonists may have 
already introduced many forgeries under the famous names of antiquity, 
which could serve as testimonies in behalf of the religious truths taken 
for granted by Christianity in opposition to pagan Polytheism. And 
at a time when all critical skill, as well as all interest in critical inquiries, 
were alike wanting, it would be' easy for men who were seeking, under 
the influence of a purely religious interest, after the testimonies of the 
ancients, for such a use, to allow themselves to be imposed upon by 
spurious and interpolated matter. This happened not seldom with the 
Christian apologists. 

Thus, for instance, there were interpolated writings of this description 
passing under the name of that mythic personage of antiquity, the Gre
cian Hermes (Trismegistus) or the Egyptian Thoth;' also under the 
names of the Persian Hystaspes, (Gushtasp) and of the Sibyls, so 
celebrated in the Greek and Roman legends, which were used in good 
faith b~ the apologists. Whatever truth at bottom might be lying in 
those tlme-old legends of the Sibylline prophecies,2 of which the pro

1 I here make use of an expression power in ·natnre-religion, is characteristical· 
coined for this purpose by Schelling, a ma~ ly distinguished from the supernatural pr~
end?we~ ab?ve all others with the" gift of phetic element of revealed religion. Thus 
findmg Its nght word for the expression of we find the character' of the former ex· 
the idea, - to mark the notion of nature. pressed in ancient verses, cited under t~e 
religion in its relation to the religion of name of the Sibyl, in Plutarch de pythue 
revelation. In like manner, Clement of oraculis, c. 9: ·O!: ovoe u'1ro&avovua AiJ;~'
Alexandria styles the Hellenic philosophy pavTlIciJ~, ciAA' aVTT/ pev tv Tij ueAiJV1J 1repl
in its relation to Christianity, the u'yplO.aLO~: etrll TO KaAovpevov lJlatVop~1JOV yevopevT/
Strom. VI. f. 672. 1rpOUc.J1rOV, TiiJ &e ci€pt TO 1rvevpa (f1)yKpa&ev 

~ The prophetic element, as a natural tv lJl~palr ael pop~ueTa, Kal KAT/&OUtV, tK de 
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found Heraclitus, five hundred years before Christ, had said, C'their 
unadorned, earnest words, spoken with inspired mouth, reached through 
a thousand years," 1 the consciousness of such· a prophetic element in 
Paganism, that which in these predictions was supposed to refer to the 
fates of cities and nations, and more particularly to a last and golden 
age of the world,2 gave occasion to divers interpretations taken from 
Jewish and Christian points of view; and as it had been the practice 
from very early times, with both pagans and Jews, to interpolate spu
rious verses, accommodated to their, respective religious views and 
principles, under the name of Sibylline prophecies,s so Christian fiction, 
from the very first century after Christ, added its own quota to the 
rest. When Celsus reproached the Christians with interpolating many 
scandalous things into the Sibylline writings,4 Origen in his reply could 
appeal to the fact that the more ancient Sibylline writings were full of 
interpolations. With this use of the so called Sibylline prophecies, all 
Christians, however, were not satisfied. Celsus mentions, among other 
Christian sects, the Sibyllists,5 and Origen accounts for it by supposing 
that Celsns might some time or other have heard how this name of 
reproach had been applied to those who quoted the Sibyl as a prophet
ess, by other Christians who did not approve of this practice. This, 
however, is not to be so understood as to imply that those opponents 
of the Sibylline prophecies had ascertained, on grounds of criticism, 
the spuriousness of these writings,6 and for this reason refused to coun
tenance such a fraud for pious purposes; more probably, they revolted 
a priori, at the very supposition that anything of the nature of a pro
phetic power existed among the heathen. 

While, by others, the testimonies, genuine and interpolated, derived 
from their own literature, were employed against the Pagans, Tertullian 
chose a different course. Inclined to perceive in all culture, science 
and art, the falsification of original truth, he preferred to appeal to 
the involuntary utterances of the immediate, original voice of God in 
nature. He adduced, as evidence for Christian truth against Poly
theism, the spontaneous expressions of an irrepressible, immediate, 
religious consciousness in common life, - the testimony of the soul, 
which he held to be Christian by nature,7 - the testimony of the simple, 
uncultivated, ignorant soul, previous to all cultivation.s In his apology 
before the pagans he makes appeal to this witness of the soul, " which 
though confined in the prison of the body, though led astray by wrong 

Toii aWf.laro~ p.era{3aI.OVTO~ lv rii Yii 1T"oa~ constituent parts of the Sibylline books, Kat; VAT/~ uva~lVof.livT/~, {3orrK~rrerat ravrT/v and of the mterpolated yerses. See Dio
lepa 'lJpiflp.ara xpoa~ re 1T"avroaarru~ irrxov nysius of HaHcam. Archreo1.l. IV. c. 62. 
ra Kat; p.op~u.~ Kat rrotoTT/ra~ errt; rwv arrl.uy

4 L. VII. c. 56: ·OTt rrapevivpm/Jail tit:
XVCJv, u~' WV al 1T"poaT/l.wrret~ uv{)pW7rOt~ TU lKeivm: 1T"OAAa Ka2 {3l.urrr;J7/fla •
Toii p.il.l.ovror. 6 c. Cels.1. V. c. 61. 

1 l:.t{3vl.l.a p.atVoflivltJ aTop.art uyeAaara 
6 Testimonium animre naturaliter Chris

Kat UKal.Awrrtara Kat; UflVptrrTa ~'lJenop.ivT/ tianre. Apologet. c. 17.
Xtl.LCJV erwv Uu,veirat r~ ~(Jvii ata TOV 7 De testimonio animre, c. 1: Te simpli
'lJeov. Plutarch. de Pythire ornculis, c. 6. cem et rudcm et impolitum et itlioticam 

2 Ultima Cumrei carminis retas ; ,·id. Vir compello, qualem habent, qui te solam ha
gil, IV. Eclog. bent, ilIam ipsam de com pi to, de trivio, de 

3 Varro, in his great archreological work, textrino totam. 
treated, already in his time, of the different S Apologet. c. 17. 
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training, though enfeebled by the desires and passions, yet when it 
comes to itself, as out of a fit of intoxication, as out of a sleep, out 
of a disease, and when conscious of its healthful condition, calls God 
by this name alone, because it is the proper name of the true God. 
Great God-good God-and what God gives,-these are common 
expressions with all. It adjures also this God as its judge, in such 
expressions as these: - God is my witness - to God I commit my cause 
- God will requite me. Finally, in using these expressions, it looks, 
not to the Capitol, but upward to heaven; for it knows the seat of 
the living God - from Him and from thence it descended." 1 

1 Qure,lIeet eareere corporis pressa, lieet 
institutionibus pravis cireumseripta, lieet 
Iibidinibus at! eoncupiscentiis evigorata, Ii
cet falsis Diis exancillata, cum tamen re
sipiscit, ut ex erapula, ut ex somno, ut ex 
aliqua valetudine, et .sanitatem suam pati
tur, Deum nominat, hoc solo nomine, quia 
proprio Dei veri. Deus magnus, Deus bo

nus, et quod Deus dederit, omnium vox 
est. Judieem quoque contestatur illum, 
Deus videt, et Deo commendo, et Deus mihi 
reddet. penique, pronuntians hrec, non ad 
Capitolium, sed ad erelum respieit. Novit 
enim sedem Dei vivi, ab illo et inde dc
seendit. 



SECTION SECOND. 

mSTORY OF THE CHURCH CONSTITUTION, OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE, AND 

OF SCmSMS IN THE CHURCH. 

I. HISTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH. 

1. Of the Oonstitution of Ohurch Oommunities generally. 

In considering the history of the formation of the Christian church 
constitution, two different epochs must be carefully distinguished: The 
fir8t epoch of its formation, as it ryrang immed,iately, in the Apostolic 
age, out of the peculiar essence of Ohristianity, - that essential char
acter of Christianity whereby it is wholly distinguished, as well from 
the Old Testament position, as from all previous forms of religious com
munity; and 'secondly, the epoclt in which this original form of fellow
8hip among Ohristians became gradually changed under various foreign 
influences, reaching down to the end of this period of tile history. 'tVe 
speak first, then, of the foundation laid for the constitution of Christian 
communities in the Apostolic age. ' 

A. The first foundation for the constitution of Christian communi
ties in the Apostolic age. 

What Moses expressed as a wish,l that the Spirit of God might rest 
upon all, and all might be prophets,.is a prediction of that which was 
to be realized through Christ. By him was instituted a fello~~hip of 
divine life, which, proceeding from the equal and equally immediate re
lation of all to the one God, as the divine source of life to all, removed 
those boundaries within which, at the Old Testament position, the devel
opment of the higher life was still confined; and hence the fellow,ship 
thus derived, essentially distinguishes itself from the constitution of all 
previously existing religious societies. There could be no longer a 
priestly or prophetic office, constituted to serve as a medium for the 
propagation and development of the kingdom of God, on which office 
the religi~us cons~iousness ?f the. communit:y was to be dependent. 
Such a gUIld of ~nests as eXISted m the prcVIOUS systems of religion, 
empowered to gmdc other men, who remained, as it were in a state of 
religious pupilage; having the exclusive care of providing for their 
religious wants, ~nd servinI? as m.ediators, by whom all other men must 
~t be placed m connectlOn wlth God and divine things; such a 
pnestly caste could .find no place within Christianity. In removing out 
of the way that which separated menfrom God, in communicating ro 

1 Numbers, 11 :29. 

http:prophets,.is
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all the same fellowship with God, Christ also removed the barrier which 
had hitherto divided menfrom one another. Christ, the Prophet and 
High Priest for entire humanity, was the end of the prophetic office 
and of the priesthood. There was now the same High Priest and Medi
ator for all, through whom all, become reconciled and united with God, 
are themselves made a priestly and spiritual race; one heavenly King, 
Guide and Teacher, through whom all are taught of God; one faith, 
one hope, one Spirit which should quicken all; one oracle in the hearts 
of all, the voice of the Spirit proceeding from the Father; - all were 
.to be citizens of one heavenly kingdom, with whose heavenly powers, 
even while strangers in the world, they should be already furnished. 
When the Apostles applied the Old Testament idea of the priesthood 
to Christianity, this was done invariably for the simple purpose of show
ing that no such visible, particular priesthood could find place in the 
new community; that since free access to God and to heaven had been, 
once for all, opened to believers by one High Priest, even Christ, they 
had, by virtue of their union to him, become themselves a spiritual peo
ple, consecrated to God; their calling being none other than to. dedi
cate their entire life to God as a thank-offering for the grace of redemp
tion, to publish abroad the power and grace of him who had called 
them out of the kingdom of darkness into his marvellous light, to make 
their life one continual priesthood, one spiritual worship springing· from 
the temper of faith working by love, one continuous testimony for their 
Saviour (compare 1 Pet. ii. 9, Rom. xii. 1, and the spirit and whole 
train of thought running through the epistle to the Hebrews.) So, too, 
the advancement of God's kingdom in general and in particular, the 
diffusion of Christianity among the heathens and the good of each par
ticular community, was now to be, not the duty of one select class of 
Christians alone, but the most immediate concern of each individual. 
Everyone, from the position assigned him by the invisible Head of the 
church, should cooperate in promoting this object by the special gifts 
which God had bestowed on him, - gifts grounded in his peculiar na
ture, but that nature renewed and ennobled by the Holy Spirit. There 
was no distinction here of. spiritual and secular; but all, as Christians, 
should, in their inner life, in temper and disposition, be dead to the un
go~like, to the world, and in so far separate from the world, -men 
~m~~ted by the Spirit of God and not by the spirit of the world. The 
mdlvldual predominant capabilities of Christians, sanctified, made godly 
by this Spirit and appropriated as organs for its activity, should be 
transformed to charismata, gifts of grace.. It was thus, therefore, the 
Ap~stle. Paul began his e;cposition of spiritual gifts, addressed to the 
Cormthmn church, (1 Cormth. xii.) "Once, when ye were heathens, 
~nd suffered yourselves to be led blindfold by your priests to dumb 
Idols, ye w.e~e as dead and dumb as they. N ow that through Christ ye 
se;ve the hvmg <;iod, y~ no.longer have such guides, drawing you al~n.g 
blmdfold by leadmg-stnngs. Ye have yourselves for a guide the Splrit 
of God, that enlightens you. Ye no longer dumbly follow; He 
speaks out of you; there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit." 
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The essence of the Christian community rested on this: that no one 
individual should be the chosen, preeminent organ of the Holy Spirit 
for the guidance of the whole; but all were to cooperate,-each at his 
particular position, and with the gifts bestowed on him, one supplying 
what might be wanted by another, - for the advancement of the Chris
tian life and of the common end. In this view of it, the New Testa
ment idea of the charisma becomes important; the· charisma, by which 
is designated the individuality and diversity in the operations of the 
Spirit that quickens all, as contradistinguished from that which in 
all is the same; the peeuliar kind and manner or form of the activity 
of that common principle, so far as it is conditioned by the peculiar nat
ural characteristics of each individual. Just as the unity of that higher 
Spirit must reveal itself in the manifoldness of the charismata, so must 
all these peculiarities, quickened by the same Spirit, serve as organs, 
mutually helping each other for one common end, the edification of the 
church. We understand edification here, according to the' general and 
or.iginal sense of the term in the writings of St. Paul, as referring to 
the advancement and development, from its common ground, of the 
entire life of the church-community. The edification of the church, 
in this sense, was the common work of all. Even edification by the 
word was not assigned exclusively to one individual; but every man 
who felt the inward call to it, might give utterance to the word in the 
assembled church. Referring to the same end, there were likewise 
different gifts, grounded in the diversity of peculiar natures, quickened 
by the Holy Spirit; according as, for example, the productive, (proph
ecy,) or the receptive, (interpretation, the OUPfLTJveia,) or the critical 
faculty, (proving of spirits;) according as the capacity for feeling and 
intuition, or that of sober reflective thought predominated; according 
as the Divine, in its overwhelming force, had the preponderance, and 
the Human, in its independent development, gave place to it; or a har
monious cooperation of both the Divine and the Human prevailed; 
according as the momentaneous and sudden seizure of inspiration had 
the ascendency, or what was contained in the Christian consciousness 
became unfolded through a process of thought quickened by the Holy 
Spirit, (where again there were manifold gradations, from an ecstatic 
elevation of mind down to the uniform, discreet and cautious unfold
ing. of th? understat;tding,. speaking wit~ tongues, prophecy, the 
ordmary gIft of teachmg,) In fine, accordmg as the prevailing ten
dency was to the theoretical or to the practical, (the Gnosis or the 
Sophia.) 

Since Christianity did not destroy any of the natural distinctions 
grounded in the laws of the original creation but sanctified and enno
bled them; for our Saviour's words, that he' came not to destroy but 
to fulfil, apply also to the natur~l world; so, although the dividing 
wall between m.an and. wOI?an, m respect to the higher life, was 
r~m?ved by Chnst, and m hIm ma~ and woman become one, yet Chris
tlan~ty ~ould ~ave the woman remam true to the particular sphere and 
destmatIOn aSSIgned her by nature. Women were excluded from taking 

VOL. I. 16 
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any public part in the transactions of the church assemblies; 
they were referred to their appropriate sphere of activity within the 
bosom of the family, or some corresponding place in the administration 
of church affairs. The Apostle Paul, (1 Cor. xiv. 34,) interdicts the 
female part of the church alone from publicly speaking in the assem
blies; which makes it evident again, that no other exception existed to 
the universality of this right among the Christians. But this last men· 
tioned exception continued to be made, after the same manner, in suc
ceeding times. Even the enthusiastic Montanists recognized. it; only 
maintaining that the extraordinary operations of the divine Spirit were 
not bound by this rule. In proof of this, they referred to the case of 
the prophecying women, mentioned in 1 Corinth. xi. 5; but incorrectly, 
since the Apostle simply speaks here of a practice that prevailed in the 
Corinthian church, without approving that practice, but with a design 
of correcting it in a later part of the epistle. This will be evident on 
comparing 1 Corinth. xi. 5, with xiv. 34.1 

As the inner fellowship of divine life introduced by Christianity 
strove, however, from the beginning, to exhibit itself in an outward 
fellowship, it must necessarily appropriate to itself some determinate 
form, answering to its own essence, a form in which this union could 
appear and shape itself as a spiritual body; because without such form 
no association, for whatever purpose, can have actual being and sub
sistence. To this end, a certain organization was necessary; a cer
tain relative superordination and subordination of the different members, 
according to the different positions assigned them in reference to the 
whole; a certain guidance and direction of the common concerns, 
and therefore separation of organs destined for that particular end. 
And this stands in no manner of contradiction with what we asserted 
respecting the essential character of Christianity and the fellowship 
grounded therein, and respecting the mutual relations of Christians to 
each other. On the contrary, the natural relation of members to one 
another points already to such an organic form in the constitution of 
the community as a necessary thing. For, as there were individualities 
of character predominantly productive, and others of a more receptive 
bent; as there were those preeminently calculated to guide and rule; 
and, as the Christian life shaped itself after the form of these natural 
peculiarities, which it ennobled-the natural talent being elevated to 
a charisma - the result was, that some members of the community 
would come to be possessed of the gift which is designated in the epistles 
o.f St. P~ul as the xapuJ/1a ICv(3epv1}uec.J(; (governments.) This mutual rela
tIOn of gIftS, .ground~~ in tl~e natural talents of individuals, pointed ~ 
a c?ITespo.ndmg pOSItIon of the several members of the community ill 
their relatIOn to one another. The xaplu/La /(vf1epv~uec.J(; required a corres

1 The Hilary, who wrote commentaries practice of the church. Primnm omnes 
on the epistles of St. Paul, is r~markable docebant et omnes baptizabant, ut cres~r~t 
for the freedom from prejudice with which plebs et multiplicaretur, omnibus inter imtlll 
he contemplates Christian antiquity. In concessum est, et evangelizaro ot baptiz~re 
speaking of these matters also, he correct· et scripturas explorare. Hilar. in eplst. 
1y distinguishes the earlier from the later Ephes. c. IV. v. 12. 
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ponding office, the fitness for which had been conferred by that gift, in 
the organization of the church. This was a whole, composed of equal 
members, all the members being but organs of the community, as this 
was the body quickened by the Spirit of Christ. All these members, 
as organs of the whole and of the one Spirit which gave it life, were to 
cooperate, each in his appropriate place, for the cotnmon end; and 
some of the members acted in this organization of parts as the preemi
nently guiding ones. But it could hardly work itself out in a natural 
way from the essence of the Christian life and of Christian fellowship, 
that tltis guidance sJwuld be placed in the hands of only one individual. 
The monarchical form of government was not suited to the Christian 
community of spirit. 
. The preponderance of one individual at the head of the whole might 

too easily operate as a check on the free development of the life of 
the church, and the free cooperation of the different organs, in whom 
th{' consciousness of mutual independence must ever be kept alive. 
The individual on whom everything depended, might acquire too great 
an importance for the whole; and so become the. centre, round ~hich 
all would gather, so as to obscure the sense of theIr common relatIOn to 
that only One, who should be the centre for all. The Apostles stood 
to the collective body of Christians in a relation which corresponded 
only to their peculiar position in the development of the church, and 
which, for that very reason, could not be transferred to another office; 
since they alone were to be the bearers of Christ's word and spirit for 
all ages; the chosen witnesses of his personal appearance and ministry, 
of his resurrection to a new and more glorious state of being; the ne
cessary intermediate links by which the whole church was connected 
with Christ. This was a relation of depende~ce and subordination, 
grounded in the nature of the historical development, which could not 
be repeated. And these apostles themselves, to whom this position in 
the guidance of the church belonged, how far were they from any 
thought of exercising a constraining preponderance in its affairs, to lord 
it over the faith, of which the foundation had once been laid, and which 
was now to develop itself with freedom, and give shape to everything 
by its own inherent power alone! How much respect they showed for 
the free development of the collective body! They endeavored to gain 
the free cooperation of the communities in all the affairs which con
cerned those communities-a point on which we shall speak more 
particularly hereafter. Peter and John place themselves in their 
epistles in the same class with other presiding officers of the communi
ties, instead of c}aimin~ a place above them as general rulers of the 
church. How dIfficult It mIght. be to find in the communities an indi
vidual uniting in himself all the qualifications for guiding the affairs of 
the body, and who alone possessed the confidence of all! How much 
easier to find in every community several fathers of families whose 
peculiarities together might supply the deficiencies of each as ~n indi
vidual, one of whom might enjoy the most confidence in this and the 
other i~ that class of the com~unity, and who together theref~re might 
be qualified for such a functIOn. Monarchy in 8piritual things does 
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not harmonize with the spirit of Christianity; for this points everywhere 
to the feeling of a mutual need of help, to the necessity and to the 
great advantage as well of common counsel as of common prayer. 
'Vhere two or three are assembled in the name of the Lord, he prom
ises to be in the midst of them. 

Besides, Christianity freely appropriated to its own use such already 
existing forms as were adapted to its spirit and essential character. 
Now in the Jewish synagogue, and in all the sects that sprung out of 
Judaism, there existed a form of government which was not monarchical, 
but aristocratic; consisting of a council of elders, o'~p.\, '1rpeu{3vrepot, who 
had the guidance of all affairs belonging to the common interest. To 
this form, Christianity, which unfolded itself out of Judaism, would most 
naturally attach itself. The same polity, moreover, would appear most 
natural, in whatever part of the Roman empire communities were 
founded among the pagans, for men had long been used to see the 
affairs of state administered by a senate, by the assembly of decuriones. 
It is an evidence of the relationship between the ecclesiastical and civil 
administration, that at a somewhat later period, the clergy were denom
inated ordo, the guiding senate of the community; since ordo stands 
preeminently for the ordo senatorum. 

The guidance of the communities was accordingly everywhere en
trusted to a counsel of elders. It was not necessary that these should 
be the oldest in years, though some respect doubtless was had to age. 
But age here was a designation of worth, as in the Latin "senatus." 
and in the Greek "yepovula." Besides the usual name '1rpeu/3vrepot, 

given to these heads of the community, there were also many others, 
denoting their appropriate sphere of action, as '1rotpever;, shepherds; 
t'0n~ f;yovpevot, '1rpoeurwrer; rwv cLaei\.9wv• The founding of communities 
among the pagans led to another name, more conformed to the Gre
cian mode of designating such relations, than the appellations above 
cited, which clearly show their Jewish origin. This name was e'1rlUKO'1rOl, 

borrowed from the city form of government among the Greeks,! and 
applied to the presiding officers of the Christian communities, as over-
Beers of the whole, leaders of the community. ' . 

That the name e'1rtUKO'1rOL or bishops, was altogether synonymous with 
that of Presbyters, is clearly evident from those passages of scripture, 
where both appellations are used interchangeably. Acts 20, compo 
v. 17 with v. 28; Ep. to Titus, c. 1, v. 5 with v. 7 and from those 
where the office of deacon is named immediately after that of bishop, 
so that between these two church offices there could not still be a third 
intervening one. Ep. to Philipp. 1: 1; 1 Tim. 3: 1 and 8. This 
interchan&e in. the use of the two appellations shows that. they were 
perfectly IdentIC.al: ~ven. were ,the name bishop originally nothing 
more than the dIstmctIVe tItle of a president of this church-senate, of 
·a Primus inter pares, yet even in this case such interchange would be 
quite inadmissible. Likewise in the letter which Clemens, the disciple 
·of Paul, writes in the name of the Roman church, the deacons are 

1 See on this point, my Hist. of the Planting, &c., Vo1. I. p. 198. 

http:IdentIC.al
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named immediately after the bishops, as the presiding officers of the 
communities.! 

But we here go on the supposition, that in each town, from the be
ginning onward, one single community formed itself under the guidance 
of a senate of elders. Are we warranted to suppose this? An opp(}o 
site hypothesis has been proposed by several writers in more recent 
times.2 It is held, according to this view, that there were not single 
churches formed from the beginning, especially in the larger towns; 
but as Christianity was introduced from many different quarters and 
by different preachers, single, small communities must have been 
founded, independent of one another, which remained separate, and 
held their assemblies at different places. Not till later, then, would 
one community be formed from the coming together of these several 
conventicles. Of such separate conventicles preceding the formation 
of one community, indications are supposed to be found in those pas
sages of St. Paul's epistles, where one person, with the church assem
bling in his house, is greeted. Coloss. 4: 15; 1 Corinth. 16: 19; 
Rom. 16: 5 -14, 15; Philem. 2. Each of these small communi
ties is supposed to have had its own presiding officer, and in this sense 
the monarchical was the original form of government in the constitution 
of the church. According to one view, the contentions of these little 
bands and their presiding officers with one another, first caused the 
want to be felt of greater unity and closer connection under a common 
head; by. which the gradual formation of the episcopal government of 
the church would be promoted. According to the other view, the 
name l1rLeTK07rOL designated originally the function of these local presi
dents, and the name presbyters, the collegial union of these several 
presidents of communities. ' 

Such an atomic theory, however, corresponds, certainly, least of all, to 
the essence of Christianity, of the Christian community of Spirit, which 
tended everywhere to fellowship and unity, and conveved with it the 
consciousness of all belonging together to one body.3 "'Everywhere in 
the epistles of the New Testament, Christians of the same city appear 
as. members associated together to form one lKKA1JeTia. This unity 
never represents itself as something which is yet to take place, but as 
the original form, having its ground from the beginning in the essence 
of the Christian consciousness; and the party divisions which threat
ened to dissolve this unity, appear rather as a morbid affection which 
had crept in lat~r, as in the Corinthian church. And if portions of 
the ~hurch sometimes formed separate assemblies in the houses of such 
individua}s as posse~sed local. conveniences for the purpose, or who 
were emmently qualified to edIfy those who assembled in their dwell

1 See Cap. 42. Dr. von Banr, in his Treatise on the Pas
2 Dr. Kist of Leyden; see his Essay on toral Letters. 

the Origin of the Episcopal Power in the 8 Compo what I have said in objection to
Christian Church, translated from the Dutch this theory, in my History of the Planting, 
in lllgen's' Zeitschrift fUr die historische &e., p. 49 and 199; also Rothe, in his work 
Theologie, Bd.II., 2tes StUCk, S.48,-and Uber die Anfiinge der Christlichen Kirchc, 

p. 197, and onward. 
16" 
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ings, by the preaching of the word; 1 yet this was something which 
did not occur till later, when the communities that were already regu
larly organized became more numerous; and those who met in such 
assemblies did not, by so doing, separate themselves from the great 
whole of the community which subsisted under that guiding senate. 
Of course the distinction, which has its sole ground in the theory above 
mentioned, between bishops and presbyters, vanishes; and all we can 
admit is, that the latter was particularly the name· of dignity, the 
former the name designating the function, or particular sphere of 
activity. 

These presbyters or bishops then, as we may call the same function
aries considered under different points of view, had the general super
intendence of the communities, the direction of all affairs pertaining to 
the common interest; but the office of teaching was not committed ex
clusively to them; for, as we have remarked above, all Ohristian8, 
originally, had the right of pouring out their hearts before the brethren, 
and of speaking for their edification, in the public assemblies. It does 
not follow, however, from this, that all the members of a community 
were fitted for the ordinary and regular office of teaching; a distinc
tion is to be made between a gift of teaching, such as, like every other 
cultivated talent, stood constantly at the command of him that once 
possessed it, and those effusions proceeding from the inspiration of the 
moment,2 which were connected with insulated and transient states 
of elevated feeling, such as, in especial manner, belonged to the charac
teristic features of that primitive time of extraordinary mental excite
ment from above, when the divine life was first entering within the 
limits of the earthly world, and sudden transitions in conversion must 
more frequently occur. On such transient awakenings and excitements 
of the religious consciousness alone, the care necessary to preserve, 
propagate and advance religious knowledge, and to defend the genuine, 
pure, apostolic doctrine against the various corrupting tendencies
already threatening to come in - of Jewish or Pagan modes of think
ing, could not be made to depend. Christianity claimed for its service 
the faculties of knowledge, no less than those of feeling. Where one of 
these two faculties predominated to the exclusion of the other, disturb
ances of the Christian consciousness and life always ensued. That 
healthy and harmonious development, by virtue of which all exclusive 
preponderance of single charismata would be precluded, was one of the 
characteristic features of the apostolic period. Hence the watchful 
counteraction of the Apostle Paul, wherever he noticed any exclusive 
tendency of this kind which threatened to interfere with the harmoni

1 Comp. my IIist. of the Planting, etc., raised to a higher grade, and suppressing 
p. 208.. more entirely the ordinary consciousness. 

2 As prophecy, speaking ,vith tongues. The passage in Acts, 10: 46, relating to 
I will take this occasion to point out a pas the gift of tongues, Irelll£us, Ill. 12, 15, 
sage in Irenreus, which serves to eonfirm explains thus: while the Holy Ghost rested 
what I have so often advanced, that by the on them, they poured out their feelings in 
gift of tongues, was designated something the manner of prophecy. Tou 7rVevp.aT~C
that differed only in degree, not in kind, TOU ayiov £7rava7raVOVTOC aUTol" 7rpo~1Jre1J
from the prophetic gift, - an inspiration ovr", aUTovc "IC1JIC6u. 
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QUS and healthy development of the Christian life - as we see in his 
first epistle to the Corinthians. Care was to be taken, therefore, that 
along with those utterances of extraordinary inspiration, to be connected 
with no particular function, there should never fail to be in the commu
nities such as were qualified to satisfy the need of knowledge, men 
capable of unfolding and of defending for them Christian truth: the 
function denoted by the A6yo~ yvt)(1f:c.J~ and the xaptupa Otc5aUKaAta~. This 
latter presupposed a certain previous cultivation of the understanding, 
a power of clear and discriminating thought, a certain gift of communi· 
cation; all, which, if once present, whEm quickened by the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, became a charisma of this kind. Such as possessed 
this charisma, were on that account fitted to take care for the continual 
preservation of sound doctrine in the community and for the establish
ment and furtherance of Christian knowledge, without excluding the 
cooperation of the rest, who were at liberty to assist, each from his own 
position, and according to the particular gift which might belong to 
him. Hence, in the apostolic age, the gift of teaching, xaptupa OtoauKaiHa~, 
and the order of teachers, OtOaUKaAot, who were distinguished by this 
gift, are represented as constituting an entirely distinct function and 
order. All the members of a community· might, at particular seasons, 
feel the impulse to address the assembled brethren, or to break forth 
before them in acts of invocation or praise to their God; but only a 
few possessed that r,aptupa OtOaUKaAta~, and were OtOUUKaAot. 

It is clear of itself, however, that this faculty of teaching is a thing 
quite distinct from the talent for administering the outward concerns 
of the community, the xaptupa Kv{3epV1Juec.J~, which was particularly required 
for the office of assessor in the church council, the office of presbyter 
or bishop. These gifts, so different in their kind, could not always be 
united in the same individual. In the early apostolic church, to which 
all arbitrary and idle distinctions of ranks were so alien, and where 
every office was considered simply with reference to the end it was to 
Bubserve and circumscribed by an in;ner necessity, the function of 
teaching and that of church government, the function of a OtoaUKaA.O~ 
and that of a 7rOtP1JV, as also the gifts requisite for both,! were hence 
also originally distinguished and held separate from each other.2 

In the unfolding of these relations, it is necessary to distinguish 
different steps, or stages; and we should not be warranted in assuming, 
as the original form, every thing which we find in the later portions of 
the apostolic times. The historic progress itself must have introduced 
many changes; and it would be a mistake if we supposed that every 
arrangement in the communities when St. Paul wrote his last epistles 
re.m.aine~ the same ~s when he sel!-t the first.. Thus, with regard to the 
~mlstratlOn of ~octnne, the followmg gradatIons are to be distinguished 
~ the progr~sslve d~velopment.3 1. It occurred naturally that indi· 
vIduals, quahfied for It by previous cultivation of mind, were, by virtue 

1 The xaplupa OtOaUKaA.ta~ and the XaptU- pose of seeing the distinction between the 
p.a Kv{3epvf;uw~. Otc5uCTKc.Jv and the 7rpOeuTtJ~. 

2 Compo for instance, Rom. 12: 7,8, and 8 See my Hist.ofthe Planting, &C.,p. 210. 
the passages already noticed, for the pur

http:Otc5uCTKc.Jv
http:OtOaUKaA.ta
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of this qualification, particularly called to the regular dispensation of 
doctrine. 2. Such persons were commonly ordained and set apart as 
teachers of the church. 3. The functions of church-teacher and of 
elder became more closely connected with each other. It must have 
been held a salutary thing, tending to the good order and quiet of the 
communities, that among their presiding officers there should be also 
those who possessed the talent for administering the office of teaching. 
If in some cases, as in Paul's farewell address to the elders of the 
Church of Ephesus, the care of maintaining pure doctrine was com~ 
mitt·ed to the presbyters generally, yet it by no means follows that it 
belonged to them to administer the office of teaching in the more 
restricted sense; for the Apostle may be speaking here simply of one 
among the general cares of church government.. But when, in the 
epistle to Titus, it is required .of a bishop, that he should not only 
himself hold fast the genuine, pure doctrine .of the gospel, but also be 
able to establish .others in it, and cQnfute its adversaries, it is certainly 
implied that the bishop must possess also the gift of teaching. Indeed 
under many circumstances .of the church, such as those, for example, 
which are alluded tQ in the above mentioned epistle, this would be 
highly desirable on account of the threatening danger from the spread 
.of erroneous doctrines, which was to be met by the paternal authority 
.of elders of the community, supported by their .oral teaching. SQ, 
too, in the first epistle tQ Timothy (5: 17), those .of the presbyters 
who, tQ the talent for government, "v{3€pvT/Cftr. eQuId unite also that .of 
teaching, oLoaa"aAla, are counted wQrthy .of double hQnQr; and the 
prQminence given here to each may be regarded as another proQf that 
the tWQ were nQt necessarily and always united. 

Besides these, we find .only .one .other church .office in the ApQstolic 
age, that .of deacons. The duties of this office were from the beginning 
simply external, as it was instituted in the first place, according to 
Acts vi, tQ assist in the distributiQn .of alms. The care .of prQviding 
fQr the poor and sick of the cQmmunities, to which many .other external 
duties were afterwards added, devQlved particularly .on this .office. 
Besid~s the deacons, there were appointed also deaconesses, fQr the 
female portion .of the communities, because the free access of men to 
the female sex, especially in the East, where custQm demanded so care· 
ful a separation .of the sexes, might excite suspicion and give .offence. 
If the women, in cQnformity with their natural destination, were excluded 
frQ~ the .Qffices .of teaching and church gQvernment, yet the peculiar 
q~ahficatlOns of t~e sex were now claimed, in this way, as peculiar 
glfts for the serVlce .of the communities. By means of such deacon· 
esSes the gQspel could be intrQduced into the bQsom .of families where, 
owing to the customs of the East, no man could gain admittance.l 

They were alsQ bound, as Christian wives and mQthers .of tried expe· 
rience in all the relatiQns of their sex to assist the YQunO'er WQmen of 
the communities with their cQunsel and encouragement.2 

1 As a proof, see the words of Clement yvvaL,,(.)Vi:Tt~ aOLa{3A~TCJr 1rapetaeOveTO IT 
of Alexandria, (St. I. III. p. 448,) respect- Tot; "vplov dtdaaICaAla. 
jng Christian women: ill WV Kat elr T~V 1& Tertull. de virginib. velandis, Co 9: Ut 

0 
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As regards the election to these church offices, we are in want of 
sufficient information to enable us to decide how it was managed in the 
early Apostolic times. Indeed, it is quite possible that the method of 
procedure differed under different circumstances. As in the institution 
of deacons t4e apostles left the choice to the communities themselves, 
and as the same was the case in the choice of deputies to attend the 
apostles in the name of the communities (1 Corinth. viii: 19), we might 
argue that a l'imilar course would be pursued in filling other offices of 
the church. Yet it may be that in many cases the apostles themselves, 
where they could not as yet have sufficient confidence in the spirit of 
the first new communities, conferred the important office of presbyters 
on such as in their own judgment, under the light of the Divine Spirit, 
appeared to be the. fittest persons. Their choice would, moreover, 
deserve in the highest degree the confidence of the communities ( compo 
Acts xiv: 23; Titus i: 5); although when St. Paul empowers ~ritus to 
set presiding officers over the communities who possessed the requisite 
qualifications, this circumstance decides nothing as to the mode of choice, 
nor is a choice by the community itself thereby necessarily excluded. 
The reO'ular course seems to have been this: the church offices were 
entrust~d in preference to the first converts of the communities, pro
vided that in other respects they possessed the requisite qualifications. 
(1 Corinth. vi: 15).1 Clement of Rome cites the following rule, as 
one which had been handed down from the apostles, relative to the 
appointment to church offices; "that they should be filled, according 
to the judgment of approved men, with the consent of the whole com
munity." It may have been the general practice for the presbyters 
themselves, in case of a vacancy, to propose another to the community 
in place of the person deceased, and leave it to the whole body either to 
approve or decline their selection for reasons assigned.2 ,\Vhere asking 
for the assent of the community had not yet become a mere formality, 
this mode of filling church offices had the salutary effect of causing the 
votes of the majority to be guided by those capable of judging, and of 
suppressing divisions; while at the same time no one was obtruded on 
the community who would· not oe welcome to their hearts. 

Again, as regards the relation in which these presbyters stood to the 
communities, they were not designed to exercise absolute authority, but 
to act as presiding officers and guides of an ecclesiastical republic; to 
conduct all things with the cooperation of the communities as their 
ministers, and not their masters. So the apostles reO'arded this relation 
when they addressed ~heir epis~les, which treat not barely of matters 
of doctrine but of thm.g~ relatmg to the life and discipline of the 
church, not to the presldmg officers of the communities alone but to 
the entire communities. In the instance where the Apostle P~ul pro

experimentis omnium nffectuum structre, aVTWv, OOKtpaC1avre~ TIfJ '11'Vevpan el~ e'11'tC1
facile norint creteras et consilio et solatio ICO'11'OV~ Ka~ Ota"ovov~ pe'A"JJVT(JV '11'tC1TeVeLV. 
juvare j et ut nihilominus ea decucurrerint, 2 Clement, Cap. 44: Tov~ "aTaC1Ta{HvTa~
per qure femina probari potest. V'11'O TWV U'11'OC1TOA(JV i] pera;v vi/>' ITep(J'V 

1 So also Clement of ~om~, (cap. 42y tAAoyip(Jv avopwv, CTVVeVOOK1/C1UC11/r riI~ tlC
says of the Apostles: KaTU X(Jpav· Ka~ '11'0 ICA1Jaia~ '11'aC11/~.

A.et~ KllPVC1C10VTE~ KarteC1Tavov Ta~ a'11'apxa~ 
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Dounces a sentence of excommunication from the fellowship of the 
church, he conceives himself united in spirit with the whole community 
(1 Corinth. v. 4), assuming that regularly, in a matter of such common 
concern, the participation of the whole community was required. 

B. 	 Changes in the Constitution of the Christian Church after the 
age of the Apostle8. 

The changes which the Constitution of the Christian Church under
went during this period, related especially to the three following partic
ulars; 1. the distinction of bishops from presbyters, and the gradual 
development of the monarchico-episcopal church government; 2. the 
distinction of the clergy from the laity, and the formation of a sacer
dotal caste, as opposed to the evangelical idea of the priesthood; 3. 
the multiplication of church offices. 

As to the first of these particulars, we are in want, it is true, of exact 
and full information respecting the manner in which the change took 
place in single cases; but a comprehensive view on grounds of analogy 
will set the matter in a very clear light. Since the presbyters consti: 
tuted a deliberative assembly, it would of course soon become the prac
tice for one of their number to preside over the rest. This might be 
so arranged as to take place by some law of rotation, so that the 
presidency would thus pass in turn from one to the other. Possibly, 
in many places, such was the original arrangement. Yet we find no 
trace, at least in history, of anything of this kind. But neither, as 
we have already observed,' do we, on the other hand, meet with any 
vestige of a fact which would lead us to infer that the presidency over 
the presbyterial college was originally distinguished by a special name. 
However the case may have been, then, as to this point, what we find 
existing in the second century enables us to infer, respecting the pre
ceding times, that soon after the Apostolic age the standing office of 
president of the presbytery must have been formed; which president, 
as having preeminently the oversight over all, was designated by the 
special name of 'ErrlUKorrOr, and thus distinguished from the other pres
byters. Thus the name came at length to be applied exclusively to 
this presbyter, while the name presbyter continued at first to be common 
to all; for the bishops, as presiding presbyters, had no official character 
?ther than that of the presbyters generally. They were only Primi 
mter pares.! 

1 :Many of the later fathers still have a Eutychius, though it may not be wholly 
right understanding of this process of the true, aud must be chronologically false. 
matter. Hilar. in ep. I. ad Timoth. c. 3: This person, who was patriarch of Alex
Omnis episcopus presbyter, non tamen om- andria in the first half of the tenth century, 
nis presbyt~r. episcopus i hic enim episco- relates, that in the Alexandrian church, up 
pus cst, qm mter presbyteros primus est. to the time of the bishop Alexander, in the 
Jerome, (146, ad Evangel.) says that it had beginning of the fourth century, the follow
been the practice in the Alexandrian church ing arrangement had existed: there was a 
until the times of the bishops Hieroc1es and college of twelve presbyters, one of whom 
Dionysius, in the middle of the third cen- presided over the rest as bishop, and these 
tury, for the presbyters to choose one of presbyters always chose their bishop out of 
their own number as a president, and call their own number, and the other eleven or
him bishop. And so also there may be dained him. 
some foundation of truth in the account of 
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The aristocratic constitution will ever find it easy, by various gradual 
changes, to pass over to the monarchical; and circwnst~ces where 
the need becomes felt of guidance by the energy and authority of an 
individual, will have an influence beyond all things else to bring about 
such a ch!Lnge. It may have been circumstances of this kind, which, 
near the times dividing the first and second centuries, tended to give 
preponderance to a president of the council of elders, and to assign 
him his distinctive title, as the general overseer. Already, in the latter 
part of the age of St. Paul, we shall see many things different from 
what they had been originally; and so it cannot ~ppear strange if other 
changes came to be introduced into the constitution of the communities, 
by the altered circumstances of the times immediately succeeding those 
of St. Paul or St. John. Then ensued those strongly marked oppo
sitions and schisms, those dangers with which the corruptions engen
dered by manifold foreign elements threatened primitive Christianity.1 
It was these dangers that had called the Apostle John to Asia Minor, 
and induced him to make this country the seat of his labors. Amidst 
circumstances so embarrassing, amidst conflicts so severe from within 
and from without - for then came forth the first edict of Trajan against 
the Christians-the authority of individual men, distinguished for piety, 
firmness and activity, would make itself particularly availing, and would 
be augmented by a necessity become generally apparent. Thus the 
predominant influence of individuals, who, as moderators over the col
lege of presbyters, were denominated bishops, might spring of itself 
out of the circumstances of the times in which the Christian communi
ties were multiplied, without any necessity of supposing an intentional 
remodelling of the earlier constitution of the church. In favor of this 
view is also the manner in which we find the names "presbyter" and 
"bishop" interchanged for each other until far into the second century. 
It may be, that as the labors of the Apostle John in Asia Minor had 
a great influence generally on the succeeding development of the church, 
such an influence proceeded also from the course he pursued in this mat
ter, that he was induced by the circumstances of the times to entrust 
to certain individual presbyters in particular, who had made themselves 
worthy of his special confidence, the care of maintaining pure doctrine, 
of warding off those threatening da~gers, and of keeping an oversight 
over the whole life of the church amidst those scatterings of the chaff. 
The tradition current at the end of the second century, respecting 
individuals who had been placed at the head of communities by the 
Apostle John and ordained by him as bishops, may have been thence 
derived. This would be the truth lying at the bottom in this report, 
and there would be no necessity of inferring from this circumstance 
that an episcopate was designedly founded by this apostle.2 

1 These I have more fully unfolded in any preconceived design, without an evi
my History of the Planting, &e., Vol. II. dent purpose. As the tradition of Ignati

2 There is no evidence to establish any us' journey to Rome, where he was to be 
such supposition; for to indefinite traditions thrown to the wild heasts, appears to me, 
the foree of evidence cannot be ascribed. for reasons already alleged, extremely lia
In the so called epistles of Ignatius, I per ble to suspicion; so his letters, which pre
ceive, besides that which took its shape suppose the truth of this story, inspire me 
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This relation of the bishops to the presbyters,. we may observe all 
along to the end of the second century. It is hence that Irenreus 
sometimes uses the names" bishop" and" presbyter" as wholly synony
mous, and at others, distinguishes the bishops, as presiding officers, 
from the presbyters.! Tertullian also calls the presiding officers of the 
Christian communities' by the common name of Seniores, including 
under this title both bishops and presbyters; 2 though elsewhere in the 
writings of this father, the distinction between bishops and presbyters 
is already decidedly drawn. In many respects, Tertullian may be con
sidered as standing on. the boundary line between an old and a new era 
in the Christian church. 

The novel and violent conflicts, internal and external, which the 
church had to encounter in these and the next succeeding times, might 
contribute anew to foster the monarchical element in the constitution of 
the church. Yet as late as the third century, the presbyters still main
tained their own footing, as a college of counsellors, at the side of the 
bishops, and the latter could undertake nothing of importance without 
calling to their assistance the deliberative assembly of presbyters.s 

'Vhen Cyprian, bishop of the church in Carthage, was separated from 
his community by his flight from persecution, if he had business to 
transact relating to the interests of the church, he immediately commu
nicated it to his presbyters remaining behind in Carthage, and excused 
himself to them whenever he was obliged to decide any matter without 
their assistance. He declares it to be his invariable principle to do 
nothing on his own responsibility and without their advice.4 Alluding 
to the original relation of the bishops to the presbyters, he calls them his 
Oompresbytero8. Since then, in the constitution of the church, two 
elements met together, - the aristocratic and the monarchical, -,..- it 
could not fail to be the case, that a conflict would ensue between them. 
The bishops considered themselves as invested with supreme power in 
the guidance of the church, and would maintain themselves in this 
authority. The presbyters would not concede to them this authority, 
and would seek to render themselves again more independent. These 
struggles between the presbyterial and episcopal systems belong among 
the most important phenomena connected with the process of the devel

with as little confidence in their authentici presbyters of the churches of Asi'a Minor, 
ty. That a man with death immediately Irenreus reckons among them also the bish
befor~ him, could hav~ nothing to say more ops, in the view that these latter were nO 
befiltmg than such tlungs about obedience more than presiding elders i in ~Ii1eto con
to the bishops, I cannot well conceive; at vocatis episcopis et presbyteris. The con
least when I transfer myself to the time fusion spread over the whole subject of the 
when these letters profess to have been writ succession of the first Romish bishops may 
ten. But even supposing the Apostle John doubtless be owing to the fact, that these 
did institute th.e o.rder of bishops, for the names were originally not so distinguished, 
purpose of satlsfymg a necessity of the and hence several might bear at the same 
times, still it would by no means follow time the titles of bishops or presbyters. 
that this was a form of church government' 2 Apologet. c. 39: Prresident probati qui
either necessary or beneficial for all times. ' que seniores. 

1 The two names are nsed synonymous 3 Presbyterium contrahere. . 
ly, (1. IV. 26,) where the successio crisco 4 A primordio episcopatus mei statUI, 
patus is given to the presbyteris. In . III. nihil sine consilio vestro mea privatim se?
14, he distinguishes them. In the narrative, tentia gerere.-Sicut honor mutuus poselt, 
Acts, 20: 17, where Paul sends for the in commune tractabimus. Ep. 5. 
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opment of church life in the third century. :Many presbyters made a 
capricious use of their power, hurtful to good discipline and order 
in the communities. Divisions arose, of which we shall speak· more par
ticularly hereafter; and out of these troubles, the authority of the 
bishops, closely united among themselves, came victorious over the pres
byters, who opposed them single handed. The energy and activity of a 
Cyprian contributed in no small measure to further this victory; but it 
would both be doing injustice to him, and changing the point of view 
from which the whole matter ought to be contemplated, if we should 
charge him with having labored from the beI:,rinning, on a systematic 
plan, to elevate the episcopal ordep; as it is generally true, in matters 
of this sort, that it hardly lies within the compass of one individual to 
change the relations of a whole period after some scheme for his own 
aggrandizement. Cyprian acted, in this case, rather without being con
scious of any plan, in the spirit of a whole party and of a tendency be
longing to the entire church in his time. He acted as the representa
tive of the episcopal system, whose conflict with the presbyterian church 
policy had its ground and root in the general process of the develop
ment of the church. The contentions of the presbyterian parties with 
one another might certainly have proved injurious to discipline and 
good order in the churches; the triumph of the episcopal system un
doubtedly promoted their unity, order and tranquillity; but on the other 
hand, it was unfriendly to the free development of church life, and 
served, not a little, to encourage the formation of a priesthood, foreign 
to the essence of the New Testament development of the kingdom of 
God; while on the other hand, a revolution of sentiment for which the 
way had already been prepared, an altered view of the idea of the 
priesthood, had no small influence on the development of the episcopal 
system. Thus does this change of the original constitution of the 
Christian communities stand intimately connected with another and 
still more radical change, - the formation of a sacerdotal caste in the 
Ohristian church. Without doubt, many changes in church relations 
might flow of themselves out of the historical course of development, 
without witnessing of any such revolution in the general apprehension 
of Christians, or being at all connected with it. Succeeding the time 
of the first Christian inspiration, of that effusion of the Spirit which 
made all differences ofcultivation retreat more into the back-ground, 
came a time when the human element assumed more importance in re
lation to the progressive movement of the church. Differences in the 
degre6 of cul~ivat!on and of Christian knowledge. became more strongly 
marked; and It nnght hence happen, that the gmdance of church affairs 
was surrendered more and more to the above mentioned church senate 
and the edification of the church by the word more and more confined 
to those who made themselves preeminent as teachers. But besides 
what ca~e ?f itself i?- the natural course of historical progress, there 
ent?red m.Imperce.phbly ~nother.idea alien to the Christian principle; 
~ Idea whICh could not faIl to bnng about a revolution of views, des
tined to last for ages, and ever to unfold itself in a wider circle from 
the germ which had once been implanted. 

VOL. I. 17 
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Christianity had sprung to freedom and self-subsistence out of the 
envelope of Judaism, - had stripped off the forms in which it was first 
enwrapt, and within, which the new spirit lay at first concealed, until by 
its own inherent power it burst its way through them. This evolution 
belonged more particularly to the Pauline position, from which pro. 
ceeded the form of the church in the pagan world. This principle had 
triumphantly pushed its way through, in the conflict with the Jewish 
elements which opposed themselves to that free development of Chris
tianity. In the communities of paO'an Christians, the new creation 
stood forth completely unfolded; but °the Jewish principle, which had 
been vanquished, pressed in once more from another quarter. Human
ity was as yet incapable of maintaining itself at that lofty position of pure 
spiritual religion. The Jewish position descended nearer to the mass, 
which needed first to be trained in order to the apprehension of pure 
Christianity, - needed to be dis accustomed from paganism. Out of 
Christianity, now become independent, a principle once more sprang 
forth, akin to the Old Testament position, - a new making outward of 
the kingdom of God, a new law discipline, destined to serve one day 
for the training of rude nations, a new tutorship for the spirit of human
ity until it should arrive at the maturity of the manly age in Christ. 
This retrogression of the Christian spirit to a form nearly related to the 
Old Testament position, could not fail, after the fruitful principle had 
once made its appearance, to unfold itself more and more, bringing to 
light, one after another, all the consequences which it involved; but a 
reaction of the Christian consciousness, striving after freedom, began 
also, which was ever bursting forth anew in an endless variety of ap
pearances, until it reached its triumph at the Reformation. 

While the great principle of the New Testament is the unfolding of 
the kingdom of God from within, from the union with Christ, brought 
about after the like immediate manner in all, by faith; the readmission 
of the Old Testament position, in making the kingdom of God outward, 
went on the assumption that an outward mediation was necessary in 
order to the spread of this kingdom in the world. Such a mediation 
was to form for the Christian church a priesthood fashioned after the 
model of that of the Old Testament. The universal priestly character, 
grounded in that common and immediate relation of aU to Christ as the 
Bour~e of the divine life, was repressed, the idea interposing itself of a 
particular, mediatory priesthood attached to a distinct order. This 
recasti~g .of the Christian spirit in the Old Testament form did not take 
place, It IS true, every where uniformly alike. Where some Jewish 
el~ment chiefly predominated, it might very easily grow up out of 
this; 1 where the Pauline element amona. the paO'an Christians had uno 0 

1 Thus in the Jewish-Christiau apocry- 1. V. c. 24,) tbe Apostle John is denomina
phal writing, called the Testament of the ted lepev~ TO 7reTaAOV 7re1>0p1J"iJ~, as stand
twelve Patriarchs, (in the Testament III. ing at the bead of the government of the 
of Levi, c. 8,) it is promised of the Messi- church in Asia Minor, may indeed be doubt
ah, that he should founn a new priesthood ed. The phrase might also be used simply 
among the pagan nations; 7rOt~(jet Lepard- to designate the highest position of the 
av veav ei~ 7ravra Til. U!VT/. Whether in spiritual priesthood in the witnessing of the 
the letter of Polycrates, bisbop of Ephesus faith. (See Testament. Levi, c. S; 7riTa
a contemporary of IreDll::US, (cited in Euseb: AOV rii~ 7ri.C1Te(J~. ) 
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folded itself in opposition to the Jewish, still the Christian spirit, grown 
up to independence, but not being able to maintain itself at this lofty 
position, by virtue of a relationship springing up in itself with the J ew
ish position, passed over again to the Jewish. Of such a change which 
had now taken place in the Christian mode of thinking, we have a witness 
as early as Tertullian, when he calls the bishop summus sacerdos,I a 
title certainly not invented by him, but which had been adopted from a 
prevailing mode both of speaking and thinking, in a certain portion at 
least, of the church. This title presupposes that men had begun already 
to compare the presbyters with the . priests ; the deacons, or the spiritual 
class generally, with the Levites. And so it becomee manifest, how the 
false comparison of the Christian priesthood with the Jewish must tend 
once more to advance the elevation of the episcopacy over the presby
terial office. In general, the more men fell back from the evangelical 
to the Jewish point of view, the more must the original, free constitu
tion of the communities, grounded in those original Christian views, 
become also changed. 'Ve find Cyprian already completely imbued 
with the notions which sprang out of this confounding together of the 
different points of view of the Old and New Testaments. 

In the names by which at first those who administered church offices 
were distinguished from the rest of the community, no trace of this 
confusion might as yet be found. The Latin expression," ordo," de
noted simply the guiding senate of the Christian people, (plebs.) See 
above. Into the Greek words ICAijpOr. ICAT/PlICOl, men had introduced, it is 
true, already in the time of Cyprian, the unevangelical sense of per
sons preeminently consecrated to God, like the Levites of the Old Tes
tament, men employed on the affairs of religion to the exclusion of aU 
earthly concerns, and who did not gain their living, like others, by 
worldly employments, but for the very reason that, for the good of 
others, they lived only in intercourse with God, were supported by the 
rest, just as the Levitcs, when the lands were apportioned, received no 
particular allotment, but were to have God alone for their inheritance, 
and to receive tithes from the rest for the administration of the public 
functions of religion, or eiCllV /) ICAijpor Toii -&eoii, or QV /) ICAijpor 0 -&eor tUTl. See 
Deuteronom. ~. 18: .Th~s notion of a I!eculiar people of God, (a KAijpor 
Toli -&eoli,) applIed distmctlvely to a partIcular order of men among the 
~hristians, is !1~w, we ~u~t admit, ~n this sense, somet~ing wholly for
Cl~ t:> the orlgmal Chnstmn conscIOusness; for accordmg to this, all 
Chnstlans should be a people consecrated to God, a KAijpor Toii -&eoii, and 
all th~ employments of their earthly callinCT should in like manner be 
~~ctified by. the temper in ~hich they ar~ discharged. Their whole 
h,:ng and domg! - pOl~~d WIth o~e reference to Christ, the great High 
Pnest of huruaruty, strIking root In the consciousness of redemption 
and bearing witness of its effects, - should hence become a consecrated 
th~~k-offering, a~d a ~piritual worship, (a MytIC1J AaTpet.a.) This was the 
ongmal, evan~ehcal Idea. It ~ay be questioned, however, whether 
that other notIon, so much at vanance with the primitive Christian idea, 

1 De baptismo, Co 17. 
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was from the first actually associated with the appellation ICA1lPUCOL as 
applied to the clergy. If we trace along the history of its usage, it 
becomes much more probable, that this sense was brought into the word 
at some later period, when a change had taken place in the Christian 
mode of thinking, and the original sense was forgotten. The word ICAijpo~ 
signified originally the place which had been allotted to each one in the 
community by God's providence, or the choice of the people directed 
by that providence; hence the church officers were particularly denom
inated KAi]pot, and the persons chosen to them, KATJptlCOLl 

But although the idea of the priesthood, in the purely evangelical 
sense, grew continually more obscure and was thrust farther into the 
back-ground, in proportion, as that unevangelical point of view became 
predominant, yet it was too deeply rooted in the very essence of Chris
tianity to be totally suppressed. In the boundary epoch of Tertullian, 
we still find many very significant proofs that ,there was a reaction of 
the primitive Christian consciousness of the universal priesthood and 
the common rights grounded therein, against the arrogated power of 
that particular priesthood, which had recently begun to form itself on 
the model of the Old Testament. -Tertullian, in his work on Baptism, 
written before he went over to ~iontanism, distinguishes with reference 
to this matter divine right and human order. "In itself considered," 
he says, "the laity also have the right to administer the sacraments 
and to teach in the community. The word of God and the sacraments 
were by the grace of God communicated to all, and may therefore be 
communicated by all Ohristians as instruments of the divine grace. 
But the question here relates not barely to what is permitted in general, 
but also to what is expedient under existing circumstances. 'Ve may 
here use the words of St. Paul, 'all things are lawful for me, but all 
things are not expedient.' If we look at the order necessary to be 
maintained in the church, the laity are therefore to exercise their 
priestly right of administering the sacraments, only when the time and 
circumstances require it." 2 

Sometimes, in their conflict with the clergy, the laity made good their 
original priestly rights, as we learn from those words of Tertullian the 
llIontanist, where in a certain case he requires the laity, if they would 
have the same rights with the clergy, to bind themselves to the same 

1 Thus it is made clear, how the more reo 
stricted notion of casting lots in these words 
might be lost, though elsewhere the uPXal. 
ICATJPlJrai are opposed to the upxai~ xetpo. 
r.ov~rat!:. So at first, in Acts, 1: 17: KAi]
por rig OtaKovia~; in Irenreus III. 3: KATJ
povti&at r7Jv E1rUIK01r7;V. Clemens Alex. 
quis dives salvo C. 42, employs KAijpo~ and 
KA1lPOVV with reciprocal reference to each 
{!)ther. Ignat. ep. Ephes. C. Ii: KAi]po~ 'EI/le
CJ'£ow, by which he understands the collec
tive body of Christians in that place. It is 
true, the Old Testament relations could be 
found applied to the Christian church in a 
writer as early as Clemens of Rome, (c. 
40;) but assuredly this epistle, as well as 

that of h,rnntius, although not to such a 
degree, had suffered interpolation from a 
hierarchical interest. In other passages of 
the same epistle, we meet, on the contrary, 
with the freer spirit of the original preshy· 
terial constitution of the church. How' 
simply, without any mixture of hierarchical 
display, is the appointment of bishops ?r 
presbvters. and of deacons, spoken of In 
the 42d chapter! A disciple of the Apos
tle Paul, moreover, is the last person wh?IU 
we should expect to find thus confoundmg 
together the points of view peculiar to tho 
Old and to the New Testaments. 

2 De baptismo, c. 17. 
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duties; and where in a sarcastic tone he says to them: 1 "When we 
exalt and inflate ourselves against the clergy, then we are all one, we 
are all priests, since he has made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father." Rev. 1: 6. 

Although the office of teaching in the church assemblies was confined 
more and more to the bishops and presbyters, yet we still find many 
traces of that original equality of the spiritual right among all Chris
tians. Towards the middle of the third century, two bishops in Pales
tine did not hesitate to allow the learned Origen, although he had as 
yet -received no ordination, to expound the scriptures before their peo
pIe; and when reproved by Demetrius, bishop of Alexandria, who was 
strongly inclined to hierarchy, they appealed in their defence to the 
practice of many bishops of the East who invited competent laymen 
even to preach the word.2 In the pretended Apostolic Constitutions 
themselves, a work otherwise well tinged with the hierarchical spirit, 
and compiled, indeed, out of a mass of heterogeneous elements, there 
is yet an ordinance under the name of the Apostle Paul to the following 
eifect,!3 "If any man, though a layman, is skilful in expounding doa
trine, and of venerable manners, he may be allowed to teach, for all 
slwuld be taught of God." 

In the early times, those who took uFon them church offices in the 
communities, continued, in all probability, to exercise their former 
trades and occupations, supporting themselves and their families in the 
same manner as before. The communities, composed for the most part 
of poor members, were scarcely in a condition to provide for their 
pre'sbyters and deacons, especially as they had from the first to meet 
so many other expenses, in supporting helpless widows, the poor, the 
sick, and the orphans. It might indeed be, that the presbyters be
longed to the richer class in the communities, and this without doubt 
must have been the case quite often, since their office required, besides 
other qualifications, a certain worldly education, such as would more 
likely be found in the higher or middle than in the lower class of the 
people. When it is required of the presbyters, or bishops, (1 Timothy, 
3: 2,) that they should be patterns to other Christians of hospitality also, 
they must have belonged to the better class, of whom the number was 
small in the first communities, - and how could such persons be induced 
to support themselves on the scanty earnings of the poor! The Apostle 
Paul does, indeed, declare the travelling preachers of the gospel to 'be 
warranted to expect, that those for whose spiritual necessities they 
labored would provide for their bodily wants; but it cannot be hence 
inferred that the case was the same with those who held church 'offices 
in distinct communitie3. It would be difficult for the former to unite 
the labors necessary for their own maintenance with the duties of their 
spiritual calling, although the self-denial of a Paul could make this also 
pos~ible.. The latter, on. the othe~ hand, might at the beginning very 
easIly umte the prosecution of theIr labors for a maintenance with the 
discharge of their official functions in the church, and the simple way 

1De mODogamia, Co 12. 2 Enseb. 1. VI. c. 19. 8 L. VllL c. 32. 
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of thinking among primitive Christians would find nothing repulsive in 
such a union; convinced as they were, that every earthly employment 
could and should be sanctified by the temper with which it was pur
sued, and knowing that even an apostle had prosecuted a worldly call
ing in connection with the preaching of the gospel. But when the 
communities grew larger, and the duties connected with church offices 
became multiplied; when especially the office of teaching came to be 
confined chiefly to the presbyters; when the calling of the spiritual 
class, if rightly discharged, required all their time and activity, it was 
often no longer possible for them to provide, at the same time, for their 
own support; - and besides, the wealthier communities were now in a 
condition to maintain them. Of the common fund which was raised 
from the voluntary contributions of each memb~r of the community, at 
each service on the Lord's day, or, as in the North African church, on 
every first Sunday of the month,! a part was appropriateq for the main
tenance of the clergy. It was now attempted from design, to separate 
the clergy entirely from all worldly employments; and in the third, 
century, they were' already strictly forbidden to undertake any such 
business, even a wardship.2 Without doubt, this ordinance might have 
a very good reason, and a very salutary end, namely; to prevent the 
clergy from forgetting their spiritual calling in the business of the 
world. We see from Cyprian's book de Lapsis,3 how extensively even 
then, during long periods of tranquillity, the spirit of the world had 
found its way among the bishops, who, immersed in secular business, 
neglected their spiritual concerns and the interests of their communi
ties. But there was assuredly some other cause also which operated 
to bring about a change of views whereby the administration of a 
church office came to be regarded as something which could not possi
bly be united with worldly employments, and the clergy deemed them
selves bound to keep aloof from them. 

When the idea of the universal Christian priesthood retired to the 
back-ground, that of the priestly consecration which all Christians 
should make of their entire life, went along with it. As men had dis
tinguished, in a way contradictory to the original Christian consciousness, 
a particular priesthood from the universal and ordinary calling of all 
Christians; so now they set over against each other a spiritual and a 
secular province of life and action; notwithstanding Christ had raised 
t~e entire earthly life to the dignity of a spiritual life. And from this 
View of the matter, it was deemed necessary to forbid the priestly, 

I"The divisiones mensurre, as salaries non discedant, nee circumeuntes provincias 
for,the clergy in this church, answer to the qurestuosas nundinas sectentur. Yet ev~n 
monthly collections. here it is still supposed that they may In 

2 Cyprian. ep. 66, to the community at many cases be obliged so to do, " ad victum 
Fumre. sibi conquirendum," where, perhaps, though 

3 Also from the Instruetiones of his con they had a salary, they yet received no pay 
temporary, Cornmodianus, c. 69: Redditur in money. But in these cases they were to 
in culpa pastor srocularia sen'ans, (who conduct their business by the agency of a 
gives himself up to secular business;) and son, a freed man, or some person hired for 
from Can. 18 of the council of Elvira, (11- the purpose, and never beyond the bounds 
liberis,) in the year 305: Episcopi, presby of their own province. 
teri et diaconi de locis suis negotiandi causa. 
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consecrated clergy, all contact with the world and· the things of the 
world. Thus we have here the germ out of which sprang at length 
the whole medieval priesthood and the laws of celibacy. But by this 
outward holding at a distance of secular things, the worldly sense could 
not be charmed away from the clergy, nor the sense for divine things 
awakened in them. This external renunciation of the world might be 
the means of introducing into the heart a spiritual pride, hiding the 
worldly sense under this mask. Cyprian quotes 2 Timoth. 2: 14, as 
warranting the prohibition given in the above mentioned letter.! But 
he could not remain ignorant of what, at this particular time, when the 
universal Christian calling was commonly regarded as a militia Christi, 
must have immediately suggested itself to every one, that these words 
applied to all Christians, who, as soldiers of Christ, were bound to per
form their duty faithfully, and to guard against every foreign and 
worldly thing.which might hinder them in their warfare. Acknowledg
ing and presupposing this himself, he concludes, "Since this is said of 
all Christians, how much more should they keep themselves clear of 
being involved in worldly matters, who, engrossed with divine and spirit
ual things, ought never to turn aside from the church, nor have time 
for earthly and secular employments." The clergy, then, were, in fol
lowing that apostolic rule, only to shine forth as patterns for all others, 
by avoiding what was foreign to their vocation, what might turn them 
from the faithful discharge of it. But still that false opposition· be
tween the worldly and the spiritual, which we have before described, 
found here also a point of attachment. 

In respect to the election to church offices, the ancient principle was 
still adhered to, that the consent of the community was necessary to the 
validity of every such election, and each one was at liberty to offer 
reasons against it. The emperor Alexander Severus was aware of this 
regulation in the Christian church, and referred to it when he was 
wishing to introduce a similar practice in the appointment to civil 
offices in the provinces.2 'Vhen the bishop Cyprian of Carthage, while 
separated from his community by the persecution, proceeded to nomi
nate to church offices, individuals about his person, who had distin
guished themselves in the trials of the time, he excused this arbitrary 
procedure, to which necessity compelled him, both to the laity and to 
the clergy, writing to them as follows: 3 " We are used to call you to
gether for counsel whenever any are to be consecrated to sacred offices, 
and to weigh the character and claims of each candidate in common 
delibi!ration.' , 

.The same principle wa~ also ob~erved in the appointment to the 
epl~copal o!fice. It was I~ the thIrd cent~ry a. ~revailing custom, 
whICh Cypnan therefore denved from apostohc tradItion, for the bishops 

1 Ep. 66. fortunre hominum committerentur et capita. 
2 JEt Lamprid. vito c. 45: Grave esse, From which language it is also apparent, 

cum id Christi ani et Judrei, (n. customary how far the man who so expressed himself, 
form thcn of choosing prcsiding officers was from doing homage to the Christian 
even amon'" the Jews.) furcrcnt in prredi church. 
canlUS sacc~dotihus, qui ordinandi 5unt, non s Ep. 33. 
fieri in provincia.rum rectoribus, quibus et 
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of the province, in connection with the clergy, to proceed to fill the 
vacant church in the presence of the community, who were witnesses 
of the conduct of each individual on whom the choice might fall, and 
could therefore give the safest tes~imony of his character. Cyprian 
conceded to the community the right of choosing worthy bishops, or of 
rejecting unworthy ones.l This conceded right of approving or reject
ing, was not a mere formality. Sometimes it happened, that before the 
usual arrangements for an election could be' made, a bishop was pro
claimed by the voice of the community. Thus there might possibly be 
a difference between the will of the community and that of the majority 
of the clergy, - the source of many divisions. 

In other concerns of the ~ommunity also, the participation of the 
laity was not yet wholly excluded. Cyprian declared that it had been 
his resolution~ from the commencement of his episcopal administration, 
to do nothing without the consent of the community.2 • An affair of 
this kind which belonged to the general interests of the community, 
was the restoration to the fellowship of the church of a fallen brother; 
and the examination connected with thi8 proceeding was to be conducted 
with the assistance of the whole community of Christians; for in Cy
prian's judgment, this respect was due to the faith of those who had 
stood firm through the trials of persecution.3 Besides, there were 
individuals, not belonging to the clerical order, who still, on account of 
the' respect which they personally enjoyed, had obtained an influence 
over the management of church affairs, which even the clergy found it 
difficult to oppose. Such were those heroes of the faith, the confessors, 
who in the face of tortures and death, or under the actual suffering of 
torture, had laid down their testimony before pagan magistrates. We 
shall hereafter, in speaking of the schisms of the church, have occasion 
to consider more particularly the extent of their influence. 

The third, less important change in the constitution of the church 
related to the multiplication of church offices. This was in part ren
dered necessary by the growth of the communities, and the accumula
tion of business on the hands of the deacons, from whose office many 
things had to be taken away; in part, new matters of business in the 
churches of large capital towns, required new offices for their proper 
discharge; in part, the new notions respecting the dignity of the 
clerus, led men to believe that what had hitherto been regarded as the 
free gift of the Spirit to all or to individual Christians, must be confined 
to a particular office in the service of the church. It is clear from 
what has been said, that none of these changes, which were conditioned 
partly by local circumstances, should be considered universal ones. 
The new church offices were as follows:" after the deacons, followed the 

1 Cyprian, in the name of a synod to deligatur plebe prresente, qure singulorum 
the communities at Lyons and AstorO'R ' ep. vitam plenissirne novit et uniuseujusqttC
68: Apostolica observatione ser\'and~m' est, aeturn de ejus conversatione perspexit. 

quod apud nos quoque et fere per provin 2 Nihil sine consensu plebis gerere. Ep.5.

das universas tenetur, ut ad ordinationes 8 Prresente etiam stantium plebe, qUlbUS

rite celebrandas, ad earn plebem, cui prrepo et ipsis pro fide et timore suo honor haben

situs ordinatur, episcopi ejusdem provincire dus est. Ep. 13. 

proximi quique conveniant, et episcopus 
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sub-deacons, collateral officers to the former in administering the out
ward concerns of the church; then, the lectores (uvUYV(,)O'Tal,) who read 
the scriptures before the assembled community, and also had the care 
of the biblical manuscripts used on these occasions, - a duty performed 
at first, probably, by the presbyters themselves, or by the deacons, as 
in later times the reading of the scriptures, particularly the gospels, 
still continued to be left to the deacons in many churches; - next, the 
acolytes (u/C6A.OV~Ol, acolythi) who, as the name indicates, waited on 
the bishops while discharging their official functions; the exorcistre, 
who made prayer over those who were supposed to be possessed of 
evil spirits, (the energumeni;) finally, the ~vp(,)po~, 1rVA(,)POt, ostiarii, whose 
business it was to attend to such outward matters as the cleanliness 
and good order, the opening and closing, of the places of public worship. 

The office of church reader is, perhaps, the oldest among these. It 
is mentioned as early as the second century by Tertullian.1 The others 
are noticed collectively not till about the middle of the third century, 
and indeed the whole of them for the first time, in a letter of the Roman 
bishop Cornelius, cited by Eusebius.2 The office of acolyte had its 
origin most probably in the hierarchical assumptions of the Roman 
church. It did not find its way into the Greek church. The Greek 
name of the office is not inconsistent with this view of its origin; for 
the Greek language was in frequent use at Rome, and many of the Ro
man bishops were of Grecian extraction. As regards the office of exor
cist, the end to be accomplished by it had, originally, been considered 
a work of the Holy Spirit confined to no outward institution, - whether 
it was supposed that any Christian might be employed as the instru
ment, who called, on the name of Christ with believing confidence in him 
as having overcome the power of evil, or whether it was regarded as a 
spiritual gift peculiar to individuals. Now, the free working of the 
Spirit was to be confined to a formal, mechanical process. The spirit 
of the ancient church, preserved for a longer time in the East,3 was 
rightly expressed, on the other hand, by the Apostolic constitutions; 
" An exorcist cannot be chosen, for it is the gift of free grace." 4 

We now leave the general constitution of the communities, and pro
ceed to the forms of union by which the individual communities were 
bound together. 

Forms of union by Iwldch the individual communities were bound 
together. 

With the inne~ ~ellowship, Christ.ianity produced among its professors 
from the first a hvmg outward umon, whereby the distantly separate~ 

1 Prrescript. hreret. c. 41. that exercises it, in Matth. T. XIII. § 7: 
2 L. VI. c. 43. Et7roTe OiOl 7rE:pL ihpa7reiav uO'xoAei~a, 
8 In the letter of Finnilianus, bishop of *f1ii~ TOWVT(JV Tl 7rE:7rOv\9oTor TlVO~, p.1J hp/C'

Cresarea in Cappadocia, (Cyprian. ep. 75,) '(,)p.ev, p.T}de e7rep(')Twp.ev, /IT}Oe AaAwp.ev tJ~ 
mcntion is made of the church exorcists. U/cOVOVTl TiiJ U/Ca1%pTC:J 7rvevp.aTl, UAAu O'XO
But Ori~en describes this sort of influence A.a'ovTe~ 7rpOrE:VX~ /CaL VT}O'Ul{l, e':TlTvx(,)pev
as something that was not confined to any 7rpo~evxop.E:VOl 7repL TOU 7re7rol}~6TO~.
determinate office, but wholly free. He 4, L. VIII. c. 26: Oil XupoTovtlrat, tVlIOt
~onsiders the influence as a thing depend ar yilp e/CovO'iov To ·l7ra~AOV, /Ca~ xaplTO~
IDg on the subjective piety of the individual i)eoii dlU XPlO'TOii. 

http:AaAwp.ev
http:e7rep(')Twp.ev
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were brought near to each other. This union must be realizefl in a 
determinate form, which latter was conditioned by the existing forms 
of Bociallife under which Christianity first unfolded itself in the Roman 
empire. A system of fraternal equality in the relation~ of the commu
nities to each other, would, independent of these determinate circum
stances, have answered best to the spirit of Christianity, and been most 
promotive of its free, uncorrupted manifestation. But those circum
stances soon gave rise to a system of subordination in the mutual rela
tion of the communities to each other. This system, as well as every 
other social form which had sprung out of the historical development 
of the race and contained nothing sinful, Christianity could appropriate 
to itself. Yet, since this relation was not sufficiently interpenetrated 
with the free and free-making spirit of the gospel, it operated, by its 
undue preponderance, to check and interrupt the development of Chris
tian doctrine and of church life. 

We have observed already, that in many districts, Christianity very 
early made progress in the open country. Now wherever this was the 
case, and the Christians in a village or country town were in sufficient 
numbers to form a separate community, it was the most natural course 
for these to choose at once their own presiding officers, presbyters or 
bishops, who were quite as independent as the presiding officers of the 
city churches. In these first centuries themselves, it is· indeed impos
sible, from the want of authentic records of so early a period, to point 
out any particular example of this kind; but in the fourth century we 
find, in many districts of the East, country bishops, as they are called, 
( X(Jpe1rttIKOrroVr. ) who, beyond doubt, might trace back their origin to the 
oldest times; for in the later period, when the church system of subor
dination had become established, and the country churches were now 
accustomed to receive their presiding officers from the city, it is certain 
that no such relation could have arisen,. on the contrary, the country 
bishops, wherever they yet existed, must have entered into a struggle 
with those of the city, for the preservation of their independence. But 
the more common case, as we have likewise already remarked, was for 
Christianity to be diffused from the city into the country; and while 
the Christians in the immediate neighborhood of the cities were still few 
in number, they would most naturally repair on the Lord's day to the 
~ity to join in public worship with the assemblies there convened. But 
m process of time, when their number was so increased as to enable 
them.to form a cO?lmun~ty of their own, they applied to the bishop of 
the City church wlth whlCh they had been connected, to set over them 
a. pre~byter, who consequently remained ever after subordinate to the 
CIty bIshop. Thus arose the first greater church union between city 
and country communities, which toO'ether formed one whole.1 In the 
l~rger cities ~t. might now have bec~me necessary also to separate the 
CIty commumbes themselves into several divisions· as in Rome where, 

d· h " accor mg to t e report of the Roman bishop Cornelius, already referred 

.1 The pre~bytcrs of whom Cyprian, at invenientur in civitatibus suis, were such 
his exammatlOn before the proconsul, said, presiding officers of country communities. 
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to, there were in his time' six and forty presbyters; though the state
ment of Optatus of Mileve, that Rome contained, in the beginning of 
the fourth century, more than forty churches, is an exaggeration. Yet 
in this case, distinct and subordinate filial communities were not always 
formed by the side of the one episcopal Head and Mother church; but 
more often, the community remained united as a whole; and only on 
Sundays and feast days, when one church was insufficient to accommo
date all the members, they were divided into several churches, where 
the different presbyters, according to a certain rotation, conducted the 
public worship. But it must be admitted, that with regard to the early 
shaping of these incipient relations, nothing can be decided with cer
tainty, and in default of immediate information on the subject, we can 
only infer respecting the past from what we find to have been the case 
in the succeeding times. 

Again, as Christianity was diffused, for the most part, from the cities 
into the country, so, as a general thing, it spread from the principal 
cities (P1}TP07rOAEL!:) to the other provincial towns. Now as these latter 
were politically subordinate to the former, a close bond of union a?d 
subordinate relation were gradually formed between the communitIes 
of the provincial towns and those of the principal city or metropolis. 
The churches of a province constituted a whole, at the head of which 
stood the church of the metropolis. The bishop of this became in rela
tion to the other bishops of the province, Primus inter pares. Yet 
owing to local causes, this relation did not every where unfold itself in 
the same way, and in this period was limited, for the most part, to the 
East. 

A like relation to that between these metropolitan cities and the pro
vincial towns, existed between the capitals of the larger divisions of the 
Roman empire, - as seats of government, channels of commerce and 
of all intercourse, - and the latter. It was from such larger capitals, 
Christianity was diffused through entire sections of the vast empire; it 
was here the apostles themselves had founded churches, appointed over 
them their presiding officers, and orally preached the gospel; and to 
the churches here established they had written their epistles. Hence, 
these churches, which went under the name of ecclesire, sedes apostoli
cre, matrices ecclesire, were held in peculiar veneration. 'Vhen a con
troversy arose with regard to any regulation or doctrine of the church, 
it was the first inquiry, how is the matter regarded in these communi
ties, where the principles taught on the spot by the apostles them
selves, have been faithfully preserved from one generation to another? 
Such ecclesire apostolicre were especially Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, 
Ephesus, Corinth. 

But all this, which held good of all the churches in the great capital 
cities, might be applied in a preeminent sense to the church of Rome, 
t~e great capital of the world. The legend that Peter, as well as Paul, 
died as a martyr at Rome, is not raised, it is true, beyond all doubt; 
but assuredly it is older than the effort to glorify the Roman church 
through the primacy of the Apostle Peter, its founder. From many 
other causes; from the eagerness to confute the Jews and Gnostics, who 
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endeavored. to make out a difference between these two great apostles, 
by showing that they were united even to a common martyrdom in the 
capital of the world; from the stories of the contest between St. Peter 
and Simon Magus, the origin of such a legend would admit of being 
more easily explained. But these reasons surely are not sufficient to 
warrant us in absolutely denying its truth, when so high antiquity 
speaks in favor of it; and many difficulties which present themselves 
in relation to the concatenation of events, may have their ground in our 
defective historical information.1 At all events, the universally diffused 
belief, that these two great apostles had taught in the Roman church, 
and honored it by their martyrdom, contributed to promote its author
ity. From Rome, the larger portion of the West had received the gos
pel; from Rome, the common interests of Christianity, through. the 
whole extent of.he Roman empire, could best be advanced. The Ro
man bishops, heads of the wealthiest community, were early distin
guished and known in the most distant lands, for their liberal benefac
tions to the Christian brethren; 2 and a common interest bound all the 
communities of the Roman empire to the church of the great capital. 
In Rome was the ecclesia apostolica to which the largest portion of the 
West could appeal as to their common mother. In general, whatever 
transpired in this·" apostolic church" could not fail to be well known to 
all ; for here Christians were continually pouring in from all quarters of 
the world. So Iremeus, who wrote in Gaul, appeals, - as he does 
also occasionally to other apostolic churches, - in one passage particu
larly to the ecclesia apostolic a in Rome, as the greatest, the oldest, 
(which must be doubted,) the universally known, the church founded 
by the two most illustrious apostles, where Christians congregate from 
the communities of the whole world, and could not fail to learn the doc
trine taught by the Apostles.3 

1 Compo the new inquiry into this matter 
in the 3d edition of my History of the 
Planting, &c., p. 516, et seq. 

2 Euseb. 1. IV. e. 23. 
8 L. III. C. 3. According to the ancient 

Latin translation, the original Greek text 
being unfortunately lost: "Ad hauc eecle
siam, propter potiorcm principalitatem, ne
cesse est omnem convenire ecclesiam, hoc 
est, cos qui sunt undique fideles, in qua 
semper ab his, qui sunt undique, conservata 
est ea, qum est ab apostolis traditio." If 
the word convenire is taken in the intellect
ual sense, - all churches must agree with the 
Roman church, as the one having preemi
nence over the rest,-we have a meanin!)' 
wh~ch is by no ?Deans perfectly natural, and 
whICh scarcely m the least degree coincides 
with the circle of ideas elsewhere exhibited 
in Irenmus. 'Yhat would be meant bv say
ing, the communities of the whole 'vorld 
have preserved in the Roman church the 
apostolic tradition 1 It would be under
stood only in some such way as this j that 
the Roman church was the central and repre
sentative point of a.l1 the Christian churches; 

as if, - what was said in later times, - the 
whole church was containedvirtualiter in the 
Roman j an idea of which not the least 
trace is to be found in Irenmus, and a mode 
of expression foreign to this whole period. 
If the passage is really to be understood in 
this way, we could not avoid the suspicion. 
that here was one of the interpolations, of 
which so many indications are to be ob
served in this writer. But although it is 
impossible to decide with pmfect .certainty 
as to the right interpretation of these words, 
because we have not the original Greek, 
yet there are other ways of explaining them, 
which agree more completely with Ir~n:cus' 
mode of thinking as elsewhere extllbltcd, 
and with the connection in this place. In 
the first place, I must state that I cannot 
approve of the interpretation proposed by 
the Licenciate Thierseh in the Siudien und 
Kritiken, J. 1842, 2te8 Heft, S. 527, by 
which, we may admit, all difficultie.s ,,:~uld 
be removed. According to that eXpOSitIOn, 
the phrase 1\ in qua," "tv ~," should refer, 
not to the more remote subject, "hane ee
clesiam," but to that which stands nearer, 
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Moreover, by means of letters, and Christian brethren who were 
travelling, a mutual correspondence was maintained between the most 
distant churches in the Roman empire. When a Christian entered a 
foreign city, his first inquiry was for the church; and here he was 
received as a brother, and supplied with whatever could contribute to 
his spiritual and to his bodily refreshment. But as deceivers, inform
ers, false teachers seeking only to gain more followers for their peculiar 
opinions, abused the confidence and charity of the Christians, it became 
necessary to adopt precautionary measures to prevent the manifold evils 
which might in this way arise. The regulation was therefore adopted, 
that in foreign churches those travelling Christians only should be 
received as Christian brethren, who could produce a certificate from 
the bishop of the community to which they belonged. These church 
letters, - which were as tessarre hospitales, whereby Christians from 
overy quarter of the world stood in fraternal union with each other,
received the name of epistolre or Iiterre formatre; (ypappaTa rETV7r(,)fteva,) 

because, to guard against counterfeits, they were drawn up after a cer
tain form; (forma, TV7rOr ;)1 and also "epistolre communicatorire," 

If omnem ecclesiam," as detennining this 
antecedent, - every church in which the 
doctrine has been preserved pure, as the 
~uthor himself explains: "Dummodo ne 
~n ea per hrercticos ipsos traditionis puritas 
mquinata sit, sive, ut Irenrei verbis utar, 
dummodo in ea a fidelibus cujusyis sint loci 
p.ure conservata sit tradita ab Apostolis ve
ntas." But this exposition seems to me 
attended with an insurmountable difficulty 
already, in the interposed sentence, "hoc est 
eos," etc. If Irenreus intended any such 
determination of ecclesia, he would certain
ly have affixed it immediately to the word 
ecclesiam. And after all, it is most natural 
to refer the relative to the Roman church 
ll;S the principal subject. But now the ques
bon arises, to what Greek word does the 
term" con venire " correspond; whether to 
av.p.,Baivtlv, as Dr. Gieseler, and agreeing 
""'l~h him, Dr. Nitzsch, in his letter to Del
bruck and Liccnciate Thiersch, in the trea
tise above cited, suppose, or to rn;vepxel119m. 
If the latter is the word, by coming must be 
understood a coming to that place in per
son, and the passage would have to be ex
plained thus: On account of the rank 
which this church maintains as the ecclesia 
urbis, all churches, that is, believers from 
all COuntries must, - the "must" lies in 
the nature of the case, - come together 
there; and since now from the beginning, 
Christians from all countries must come 
together there, it follows that the apostolic 
t~adition has been preserved from genera
tion to generation by the Christians from 
all countries of the world, who are there 
united together. Every deviation from it 
'Would here fall immediately under the ob
~ervat~on of all. As confirmatory of this 
lUterpretation, might be cited what Athe-

VOL. I. 18 

nreus says of the city of R5>me, (Deipno
soph.1. 1, § 36:) "'Otlwvp.CVTjr o~pov T1}V 
'PWPT/V, T1JV 'PWPTJV 7rOAlV E7rlTOp1)V Tij, 
oLKovpevT/!:, EV .~ avvloeLv EUrlV OVTCJ!: 7rUuar 
Tar 7rOAelr LOpvpevar." So might one say: 
'Ev T~ 'P(')pai(')v EKKATjUtq. 7ruuar eKKATjuiar 
lopvpba!:. " Yet I will not deny the diffi
culty attending the interpretation of the 
second sentence; to the alteration of con
servata into obserYata, I can no longer 
agree. I~ we consider avp{3atVClV t? b~, t~e 
word wluch answers to " convemre, It 
would be the best way, with Gieseler, to 
suppose an error of translation, - that the 
translator, out of mistake, rendered the 
Greek dative into "ab his." The words 
would have to be understood thus: "in 
which church the apostolic tradition has 
ever been preserved for the Christians of all 
countries of the world." I cannot deny, 
that in the comparison of these words with 
those at the beginning of the same chapter, 
" in omni ecclcsia adest respicere omnibus," 
an argument may be found in favor of the 
sense just given. But eyen according to 
this interpretation: the same general view 
of Rome as that contained in the passage 
from Athenreus. would lie at the basis of 
the whole. I think it will be unnecessary 
for me to remark here, that I am very far 
from being influenced in this investigation 
by any protestant interest. At the position 
where a scientific understanding of the his
torical development of Christianity is aimed 
at, the interests of Protestantism. which I 
profess, could not be in the least endanger
ed by recognizing a high antiquity of t~e' 
Catholic element, both in general and In 

particular. 
1 How very necessary it was to guard 

against the falsification of such church let
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( ypupp.am KOlVCJVlKa, ) inasmuch as they indicated as well that the .bear
ers were in the fellowship of the church, as that the bishops who mutu
ally sent and received such letters, were united together in the bonds 
of church fellowship. By degrees the church letters (epistolre clericre) 
were divided into different classes, according to the different objects for 
which they were written. 

It was remarked above, that a closer bond of union existed in the 
early times between communities belonging to the same province. We 
may add as another effect of the catholic spirit of Christianity, that in 
all cases of emergency, in disputes respecting matters of doctrine, of 
church life, of-church discipline, common deliberations were frequently 
held by deputed members from these communities. Such assemblies 
become known to us in the controversies respecting the time of Easter? 
and in the discussions on the ~fontanistic prophecies, towards the close 
of the second century. But as a permanent and regular institution, 
bound to stated seasons, these provincial synods first make their appear
ance at the end of the second or beginning of the third century; and 
then, as a peculiar practice of a single district, where local causes may 
have led to an arrangement of this kind, earlier than in other countries. 
This district was Greece proper, where, from the time of the Achrean 
league, the spirit of confederacy had been still preserved; and as 
Christianity could attach itself to all national peculiarities, so far as 
they contained in them nothing immoral; nay, become so merged in 
them as to manifest itself under their peculiar form; it might well ha~ 
pen, that the civil spirit of federation, already existing here, passed 
over to the ecclesiastical, and gave to the latter, still earlier than in 
other countries, a form which was in fact well suited for the common 
deliberations of the Christians; - so that out of the representative 
assemblies of the city communities, - the Amphictyonic councils,
sprung the representative assemblies of the church communities - the 
provincial synods. As the Christians, in the consciousness that they 
were nothing and could do nothing without the Spirit from on High, 
were used to begin every important business with prayer, so also at the 
opening of thes~ assemblies, they prepared themselves for the public 
~eliberations by uniting in prayer to Him who had promised to en
lighten and guide by his Spirit his faithful disciples, when they cast 
themselves wholly on him, and to be in the midst of them wherever they 
were assembled in his name.1 

. It se~ms that this regul~r institution was at first objected to as an 
mnovabon, so that Tertulhan felt himself called upon to stand forth as 
its advocate.2 Yet the prevailing spirit of the church decided in favor 
of th.e. ~rrangement, and to the middle of the third century, the annual 
provll1cml synods appear to have been universal, - if we may judge 

ters, may be seen from a passaO'e in Euse versis ecclesiis, per qure et altiora quroqu,e
bius, 1. IV. c. 23, aud another in Cyprian, in commune tractantnr, et ipsa reprresentatto
ep.3. totius nominis Christiani magna venera

1 See the passage of Tertullian, in a tione celebratur. 
work written at the beginning of the third 2 Ista solennia, quibus tunc prresens pa
century, (de jejuniis, c. 13:) Aguntur per trocinatns est sermo. 
Grrecias ilIa certis in locis concilia, ex uni. 

http:ypupp.am
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from ..the fact, that we find them observed at the same time in parts of 
the church so widely remote from each other as Northern Africa and 
Cappadocia.1 

These provincial synods might, beyond a doubt, have proved emi
nently salutary in unfolding and purifying the Ohristian and church 
life, and indeed did prove so in many respects. In these common de
liberations, the views of different individuals might mutually correct 
each others' errors and supply each others' defects; wants, abuses, and 
necessary reforms might be discussed more easily and under more dif
ferent points of view; and the communicated experience of each mem
ber, made available to all. Certainly also, it savored neither of fanati
cism nor hierarchical arrogance, if the delegates and presiding' officers 
of the communities, in the consciousness that they were assembled in 
the name of Christ, confidently relied on the guidance of his Spirit, 
whose organs alone they wished to be. 

But this confidence, in itself so right and so salutary, took a false 
and mischievous direction, when it ceased to be accompanied by a spirit 
of humility and self:renunciation, by the constantly living consciousness 
of the condition to which Christ had attached that promise, that Chris
tians should be assembled in his name. When, unmindful of this condi
tion, the bishops believed they were entitled merely as bishops to rely 
on the illumination of the Holy Spirit, a confidence so ungrounded be
came the source of all the self-deception of spiritual pride, that expressed 
itself in the customary words with which the decrees of such synods 
were made known, "under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,"
"spiritre sancto suggerente." 

The provincial synods, again, must have operated as a check on the 
development of the church, when, instead of providing for the interests 
o.f the communities according to the varying wants of each point of 
ti~e, they sought to bind mutable things to unchangeable laws. 
Fmally, it was an evil, that the communities were excluded from all 
participation in these assemblies; that at length the bishops came to 
constitute the 80le power in them, and by the union which these synods 
enabled them to enter into with one another, made themselves more 
powerful every day. 

As the provincial synods were used to communicate their decisions 
on all important matters of common interest to distant bishops, they 
thus served, at the same time, to place the distantly separated portions 
of the church in living union with each other, and to preserve them in 
this connection. 

Union of the entire Ohurch in one whole, closely connected and inter
dependent in all its parts. Outward unity of the Oatholic Ohurch, 
and its 11Iode of Repre8entation. 

Thus from the unapparent grains of mustard seed, scattered in the 
field of the world, sprung up a tree, towering above all the plants of 

1 Cyprian, ep. 40, and Firmilianus of nos scniores et prrepositi in unum convcnia
Cresarea in Cappadocia, in Cyprian, ep. 75: mus, ad disponenda ea, qure curre nostrre 
N"ecessario apnd nos fit, ut per singulos an- commissa sunt. 
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the earth, and spreading its branches in every direction. Such was 
that great unity of the catholic church, which, closely connected 
through all its scattered parts, was so distinguished in its origin, its 
course of development, and its constitution, from all barely human in
stitutions. The consciousness of being a member of such a body, that 
had come off victorious over all opposition of earthly power, and was 
destined for perpetuity, must have been felt with the more liveliness 
and power by pagans, inasmuch as they had been familiar only with 
the political and earthly bond of union, but never had a presentiment 
of such a spiritual and moral tie binding men together as members of 
the same heavenly community. Still stronger and more elevated must 
this consciousness have become in times of persecution, when outward 
force tried in vain to sunder this connection. 'Vith good right might 
the Christians attach importance even to this unity in its outward man
ifestation, even to this intimate external connection, as serving to re~ 
resent that higher life, in the fellowship of which all were as one, and to 
exhibit the unity of the kingdom of God. In this outward fellowship 
of the church life, they experienced the blessed effects of the inward 
fellowship of God's invisible kingdom; ana to preserve this unity entire, 
they entered into conflict with two different parties - those idealistic 
sects, which threatened to sever the inward bond of fellowship itself
the bond of faith; to introduce into the Christian church the old dis4 
tinction between a religion for the educated and refined, and a popular 
faith, (7riCfTt~ and yviJ(1t~,) and, as was justly charged upon them by 
Clement of Alexandria, to divide up the church into a multitude of The
o30phic schools; 1 and next, those men who, blinded by self-will or pas
sion, brought in divisions on the ground of mere outward differences, 
while in faith they continued to agree with the rest. 

But the conflict arising out of a genuine Christian interest, and 
aimed against some one-sided subjective element that threatened to dis
solve this wholesome unity of the church, might easily mislead to another 
extreme, - an undue estimation of externals, ~ of the existing church 
forms, with which at first this unity was closely knit. Since that out
ward unity was, beyond all doubt, not bare-Iy outward, but the image 
and expression of the unity within, and in this connection exhibited 
itself to the Christian consciousness and experience; men could the 
more easily suffer themselves, in this polemic attitude, to be so misled 
as to confound, in their conceptions, things which had been fused 
together in each one's feelings and experience, and to consider them as 
inseparably connected. Thus the conception of the church and its 
necessary unity was thrown outward (verausserlichte sich.) This out
ward church became the original one for the reli,rious consciousness; 
,a~d, in t~is its outwar~ for;n, the only possible m~dium of fellowship 
mth Chrlst. That whICh III all should, in like manner, have formed 
itself outwardly from within, was transferred to this fellowship, medi· 
'ated by means of a. determinate outward organism, in certain visible 
forms, - and so the mner and the outward, the invisible and the visible, 

"l For the words of Clemens see St. 1. VII. p. 755: AVXOVCfL 7rpOLuTat:r&at cS,aTpLllii~ 
UUA.A.OV fJ t""A1JCfia~ 
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inseparably fused together. This association of the Christian conscion~ 
ness we may perceive already in a writer as early as Iremeus, who 
defines, in the first place, the conception of the church subsisting under 
this determinate form of constitution, and then puts down the commun
ion of the Holy Spirit as something first derived from, and mediated 
by, the former, when he begins by saying, "Ubi ecclesia, ibi et Spiritus 
Dei," and then first adds, "et ubi Spiritus Dei, illic ecclesia." 1 An 
entirely different apprehension of the idea of the church and its neces
sary unity would have presented itself, by reversing the order of these 
propositions. "It is only at the breast of the church," as Irenreus 
says, "that one can be nursed to life. He who takes not refuge in the 
church, cannot partake of the Holy Spirit. He who separates himself 
from this church, renounces the fellowship of the Holy Spirit." Such 
are the propositions grounded in that association of ideas. It is true, 
Irenreus has in his mind simply such opponents of the church as, by 
unchristian doctrine and temper, by selfish interests, had excluded 
themselves from the fellowship of the divine life.2 Not without good 
and sufficient reason could he complain of those "who, from frivolous 
causes, divided, and, so far as in them lay, annihilated, the great and 
glorious body of Christ." 3 "\Vith great truth, doubtless, could he say 
of them, that it was utterly out of their power to occasion as much good, 
as they had done evil through the divisions excited by their means. 
But the position held by Irenreus might easily lead to the mistake of 
imputing a bad temper and purpose to all those who, from whatever 
tendency, occasioned a reaction against the dominant church system, 
excited some movement or other in the church, and hence, divisions. 
Now as that which distinguishes the New Testament position from the 
Old, is the outward development of the kingdom of God from within 
man's spirit, so we may recognize in this malcing outward of the king. 
dom of God, in this notion of the outward church as an indispensable 
mediation, that same confounding together of the Old and New Testa. 
ment positions, which we were forced to recognize before, in the notions 
of the priesthood and of the Clerus. Indeed, both are necessarily con
nected; for the existence and propagation of the church was, in fact, 
to depend on the priesthood and its connection with Christ, of which 
the priesthood was to be the medium. To the priesthood was added 
afterwards the episcopal system, as the outward mediation and founda. 
tion of the outward church unity, - a new step in the progress of The
ocracy made outward, whose deep-reaching consequences must ever go 
on unfolding themselves more widely. 
. In bringing the episcopal system to its completion, we have seen the 
Important part acted by Cyprian, bishop of Carthage. Not less impor
tant was his agency in this process of converting the church into an 
outward system of mediation, and confounding together the Old and 
New Testament positions generally. In .this regard, his work, De uni

1 L III. c. 24, § 1. 	 xovO'a~ aIT;a~ TO fLrya Kat lvcJo;ov O'wfLa 
• 2 Semetipsos fraud ant a vita per senten TOU XptO'TOV TEfLVOVTar Kat cJtatpOVVTar, KaL 

ham malam et opcrationem pessimam. 	 OO'OV TO err' aVTol~ IwatpoiivTaf:. 
8 L IV. c. 33, § 7: Ata fLtKpU~ Kat TV

IS
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tate ecclesire, written after the middle of the third century, amidst the 
divisions with which he had to contend, constitutes an epoch. This book 
contains a remarkable mixture of the true with the false, arising from 
that outward view of the church; and we shall recognize, in much that 
he says, only the pure expression of the Christian consciousness, when 
we strip away from it that outward notion, and understand it after a 
more inward sense; when we apply to the propositions he lays down the 
distinction of the visible and the invisible church. We shall then find 
in this work much that is true, directed against a self·seeking, insulat
ing tendency, that breaks loose from all connection with the fellowship 
of life, of which the foundation is Christ. We need only to apply what 
he says of the outward relation to a determinate visible form of mani
festation of the church, to that inner relation to the community of' holy 
men subsisting in union with Christ its head, whence the divine life 
flows forth to the collective body of all the members, which community, 
we must admit, is not necessarily confined to any determinate form of 
constitution. " Try to pluck away his beams from the sun," says Cy
prian, " the unity of the light cannot be so divided asunder. Break 
away the twig from the tree, it cannot produce fruit. Cut off the 
stream from its fountain, it becomes dry. Just so the church, inter
penetrated by the light of the Lord, sends its rays through the whole 
world. Yet the light which is thus diffused in all directions, is one. In 
the lap of that church we were born; we are nourished by its milk, 
a.nd quickened by its spirit. Whatever breaks itself off from the origi
nal stock, when thus apart by itself, cannot breathe and live." But all 
this, which is in itself true, Cyprian referred exclusively to the determi
nate church, connected, - by means of the bishops, its foundation 
pillars, as the successors of the apostles and inheritors of their spirit
ual power, - with these apostles, and through them with Christ. His 
chain of ideas is this: Christ communicated to the apostles, the apos
tles to the bishops by ordination,! the power of the Holy Ghost; by 
the succession of bishops, the power of the Holy Ghost, whence alone 
all religious acts can receive their efficacy, is extended, through the 
channel of this outward transmission, to all times. Thus is preserved, 
in this organism of the church, ever unfolding itself with a living pro
gression, that divine life, which, flowing from the fountain·head through 
this point of mediation, is thus distributed to all the members united 
with the organic whole; and whoever breaks off his outward connection 
with. ~his. out~ard or~a?ism., does, by so doing, exclude himself from 
parb.Clpa.tmg III that dIvme hfe and from the way to salvation. No one, 
bY!llms.elf alone, can, by fa~th in the Saviour, have any share in. the 
dlvl~e lIfe that fimvs f~om hIm; no one can, by this faith alone, secure 
to ~lmself ~ll the blessmgs of God's kingdom; but all this remains neces
sarIly medIated through these orCTans and the connection with them,
the connection with the catholic °church derived from Christ through 
the succession of bishops. 

This outward view of the church, however, where it had progressed 

1 See on its original Conn and significancy, my History of the Planting, etc. Vol. I. p. 213. 
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so far, called forth a reaction, in the effort after a more spiritual un
derstanding of its idea, based on the words of Christ himself. A class 
of persons,perhapslaymen,1 arose in opposition to Cyprian, who appeal
ed to the promise of Christ, that "where two or three were gathered 
together in his name, there he would be in the midst of them ;" (Matth. 
xviii. 20 ;) every association of true believers, then, was a church. But 
Cyprian styled such as urged this objection, corruptors of the gospel. 
He accused them of rending these words from their connection, and 
hence giving them a false explanation. He maintained, on the other 
hand, that Christ had just before established harmony among believers, 
the union of hearts in love, as the condition to which the fulfilment of 
this promise was annexed. He then proceeded to argue; 2 "But how 
is it possible for that person to agree with any individual, who does not 
agree with the body of the church itself? How can two or three be 
assembled in the name of Christ, who are separated from Christ and his 
gospel ?', He looks in vain for the fulfilment of the condition of this 
promise in men, who, from leaning to the side of their own opinions, had 
separated themselves from the church; for they were the authors of the 
schism, - the church had not separated itself from them.3 But who 
is the infallible judge of men's inward disposition, so as to infer with 
certainty from their outward conduct towards a church, not always free 
from blemish, that such a temper 'exists; where ignorance and misa~ 
prehension are quite possible, and right and wrong, in the struggle 
between the parties, may be on both sides? 

The church once conceived as wholly outward, it must also be con
ceived as having a necessary outward unity; and this principle estab
lished, it came next to be thought necessary to settle on some outward 
representation of this outward unity, at some one determinate point. 
This was at first a thing wholly vague and undefined; - but it was the 
germ from where sprang the papal monarchy of the middle age. 

Now it was, without doubt, not an accidental circumstance, that the 
Apostle Peter, rather than any other one of the apostles, became the 
representative of this unity for the religious consciousness of the West
ern church. For on him had been bestowed, in virtue of his peculiar 
natural character, ennobled by the Holy Spirit, more particularly the 
charisma of church government. This gift Christ claimed for the 
development of the first community, when he named him the Man of • 
Rock and made him the man of rock, on which he would, build his 
church. Yet he said this not to that Peter with whom the human 
passed for more than the divine, - not to that Peter whom he called 
rather a Satan; but to the one who had ·uttered the powerful witness 

1 Cyprian describes them thus: Nec se dunt-. Unanimitatem prius posuit, con
q~idam vana intcrpretatione decipiant, quod cordiam pacis ante prremillit, ut conveniat 
dlxerit l}Qminus: Ubicunque fucrint duo nobis, fide liter et firmiter docuit. Quomo
~ut tres collccti in nomine meo, ego cum do autcm potest ei cum aliquo convcnirc, 
lIs sum. Corruptores evangelii atque in cui cum corpore ipsius ecclesire non con
terrretes falsi. See next note. venit ~ Quomodo possunt duo aut tres in 

Extrema. ponunt et superiora pl"rete nomine Christi colligi, quos constat a Chris
reunt, partis mcmores et partem subdole to et ab ejus evangelio scparari ~ 
comprimentes. Ut ipsi ab ecc1esia scissi 3 Non enim nos ab illis, sed illi 0. nobis 
Sunt, ita capituli unius sentcntiam s('in- recesserunt. 
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of him as the Son of God; and inasmuch as he had uttered this, that 
one to whom he could say, "Blessed art thou, for flesh and blood have 
not revealed this unto thee, but my Father in Heaven." That peculiar 
charisma procured for this apostle the position he assumed in speaking 
and acting in the name of all who composed the first community of 
Christians.l Yet with all this was by no means conceded to him a 
preference and precedence over the rest of the apostles. Of any rank, 
indeed, of one above another, the question generally was never to be 
raised among them. Every assumption of that kind, he who came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, severely rebuked, (Luke xxii: 
24.) The only contention was to be a mutual strife of each to serve 
the other. There were three apostles whom Christ, by virtue of their 
personal traits of character, distinguished above the rest; Peter was 
only one of the.'Je. Each of them had his own particular charisma, and 
his peculiar position which depended on this. As Peter was the man 
of Rock, working outwardly; so John possessed that charisma by virtue 
of which he leaned on the Lord's bosom, penetrated most deeply into 
his being, and into the matter of his discourses.· As his own peculiar 
charisma and position caused Peter first to appear prominent at the 
founding of the church; so his own charisma and position caused John 
to retreat more out of view, acting no prominent part until a later 
period, when it became important to 'reconcile the oppositions that had 
arisen, to restore peace among the conflicting elements, to tranquillize 
and establish the communities when fallen into commotions. The great 
apostle to the Gentiles maintained, in a manner the most decided, his 
apostolic independence, against that Jewish principle, estimating every 
thing by a standard of outwardness, which subsequently, under another 
form, mixed itself in with the development of the church; and Paul 
could say of himself, that grace had effected more by him than by all 
the others. 

From these remarks, then, it is clear, that the idea of a primacy of 
the A.postle Peter had nothing to fix on but a misunderstanding as well 
of the position assigned him in the progressive movement of the church 
development, as also of the particular predicates which were given 
to him; although it had its good ground, that this peculiar talent 
centered precisely in him. ' 

. In his work on the unity of the church, Cyprian justly observes, that 
all the apostles had received from Christ the same dignity and the same 
pow~r with Peter; but he supposes that in one passage, however, 
~hrlst bestows this power on Peter in particular, - says of him in par
tl.cul~r, that. on him he will. build his church,-gives it in charge to 
him m partICular to feed his sheep - for the purpose of showing ho'Y 
the whole devel?pment of the church and of the priesthood was to radi
ate from one pomt, and thus making clearly evident the unity of the 
church, the unity of th? episcopal power. The Apostle Peter appears 
her? as the represe~~tlve of ~he one church, abiding in the unity she 
denved from the d1Vme appomtment, and of the one episcopal power, 

1 See my History of the Planting, &c., Vol. II. p. 505, et seq. 
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which, though distributed among many organs, yet in its origin and 
essence is, and ever remains, but one. Whoever, therefore, forsakes 
the outward fellowship with the one visi~le, catholic church, tears him
self away from the representation of the unity of the church, connected 
by divine appointment with, the person of the Apostle Peter. How is 
it possible for anyone to suppose he continues still to be a member of 
the church of Christ, when he forsakes tho cathedra Petri, on which the 
church was founded? 1 . 

But even allowing that the Apostle Peter might be considered as the 
representative of the unity of the church, still it by no means follows, 
that an individual representative of this kind must continue to exist in 
the church through every age. Still less does it follow, that this indi
vidual representative must be connected particularly with the Roman 
church; for although the tradition that the Apostle Peter visited the 
church at Rome cannot, on good and sufficient grounds, be called in 
question, yet certain it is, that he was not the founder of this church, 
and that he was never, in any special sense, its presiding officer. This 
church could with as little propriety be called the cathedra Petri, as 
the cathedra Pauli. Irenreus and Tertullian seem to be aware, indeed, 
that Peter and Paul were its founders, that they gave it a bishop, and 
honored it by their martyrdom. But that the Roman church held a 
prominence, as the, cathedra Petri, over all other apostolic churches, 
they still remain ignorant. Yet as the idea of an outward unity of the 
church could suggest the notion of an outward individual representative 
Of. that unity, so the recognition of such a historical representation 
~l~ht easily pass out of the ideal into the real world, so that the exhi
bItIon of the church unity at a determinate point came to be considered 
not barely as a thing once existing, but as necessary for the existence 
of the church in all times. And as it was no accidental thing, that the 
apostle had been made the representative of the church guidance, so 
too was it no accidental thing, that men, when once impelled to seek 
for such· an outward representation of the church unity for all times, 
transferred this dignity precisely to the church of the great city which 
'Was called to rule in the world. As most of the western communities 
were used to regard the Roman church as their mother, their ecclesia 
~postolica, to whose authority they especially appealed; as they, were 
In the habit of naming Peter the founder of the Roman church, and to 
trace back the tradition of the Roman church to him; and as Rome 
was once the seat of the dominion of the word; it so happened that 
lUen began to consider the Roman church as the cathedra Petri, and 
to apply what had been said of the Apostle Peter, as the representative 
of the church unity, to this cathedra Petri. In the making outward 
of the conception of the church, from which this form of the outward 
presentation of its unity gradually shaped itself, the way was already 

1 Some trace of this mode of explaining solvendi et alligandi in crelis et in terris 
tphe above passaO'es relating to the Apostle potestatem 1" This language shows that he 

eter, may be t:>found even in Tcrtullian. was not a Montanistwhen he wrote this bookj 
Pprrescript. hrerct. c. 22: "Latuit aliquid as is evident by comparing it with what he 

etrum redificandre eccIcsire Petmro die- wrote when a Montanist, in his book de 
tum, claves regni coolorum consecutum et Pudicitia, of which we shall speak hereafter. 
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prepared for the conversion of the political supremacy of the " city" 
into this spiritual form, - whiph moreover contained the germ to the 
secularizing of Christ's kingdom. 

In Cyprian we find this transference already complete. As evidence 
of this, may serve not only those passages in his book de unitate ecclesire, 
where the reading is disputed; 1_ in an uncontroverted passage, ep. 
55 ad Cornel., he styles the Roman church the" Petri cathedra, ec
clesia principalis, unde unitas sacerdotalis exorta est." 

Without doubt, this idea was still very obscure and vague; but a 
false principle once established, the more vague the notion, the more 
room would be left for introducing new meanings, and extracting 
new inferences. In the minds of the Roman bishops, this idea seems 
early to have obtained a more fixed and definite shape; and here the 
Roman love of empire seems early to have insinuated itself into ecclesi
astical affairs, and made its appearance in a spiritual dress. 

Far back we observe already in the Roman bishops traces of the 
assumption, that to them, as successors of the Apostle Peter, belonged 
a peculiar and ultimate authority in ecclesiastical disputes; that the 
cathedra Petri must take precedence of all other apostolic churches, as 
the source of the apostolic tradition. Such an assumption was shown 
by the Roman bishop Victor, when, about the year 190, he excommu
nicated the churches of Asia Minor on account of some trifling dispute 
relating to mere externals.2 In the ~lontanistic writings of Tertullian 
we find indications, showing that the Roman bishops issued peremptory 
edicts on ecclesiastical matters; endeavored to make themselves con
sidered as the bishops of bishops - episcopos episcoporum; 3 and were 
in the habit of appealing to the authority of their" antecessores." ~ 

After the middle of the third century, the Roman bishop Stephanus 
allowed himself to be carried away by the same spirit of hierarchical 
arrogance as his predecessor Victor. It was his wish, too, in a dispute 
by no means important/) to obtrude the tradition of the Roman church 
on all other churches as an unalterable and decisive law; and he ex
communicated the churches of Asia Minor and of North Africa, which 
refused to acknowledge this rule.6 

1 ~hough, in the passage from Cyprian, spiritual power transferred to the Apostle 
" Qm ecclesire renititur et resistit [qui ca Peter. The entire episcopatus, or tne ca· 
thedram Petri, super quem fundata est ec thedra of all the bishops conceived as 
clesia, deserit] in ecclesia se esse confidit?" one = the cathedra Petri. - hence to re
the suspected clause, here included in brack nounce obedience to the bishops is the same 
ets, were genuine, yet it woulcl not follow as to attack the cathedra Pctri. 
t~at, ~n this particular instance, he had i~ 2 The dispute about the time of celebrat
his mmd the cathedra Petri subsisting at ing Easter, of which mention will .be made 
his time in the Roman church' but the hereafter. 
phrases, "ecclesire reniti," and "dathedram S Tertullian, de pudicitia, c. I: Audio,
Petri deserere," might rather. accordinO' to edictum esse propositum et quidem peremp' 
the connection, be wholly coordinate~ so torium: pontifex scilicet maximus, quod
that he would say: he who breaks his con est episcopus episcoporum, edicit. 
nection with the one only church, does by 4 Tertullian, de virgo velandis. 
that very act attack the representation of 6 The dispute about the validity of bap
the church unity which had heen attached tism administered by heretics, also to be 
by Christ himself to the person of the A pos noticed elsewhere. 
tle Peter. The whole Apostolic and epis 6 Nihil innovetur nisi quod traditum est, 
copal fulness of authority as one, althouO'h - he declared, - se per succession em ca
manifesting itself through different orO'a~s thedram Petri habere. Cyprian, ep. 74 et 75. 
appears to him to be represented i~ tb~ 
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But it was far from being the case, that these assumptions of the 
Roman bishops could penetrate even through the western church - to 
say nothing here of the reaction they had to encounter from the freer 
tendencies of the Greek church. In the first named dispute, the com
munities of Asia Minor, nothing daunted by the arrogant language of 
Victor, maintained their own principles, and set over against the tradi
tion of the Roman church, the tradition of their own sedes apostolicre. 
Irenreus, bishop of Lyons,! in a letter to the Roman bishop Victor, 
severely rebuked his unchristian arrogance, although agreeing with 
him as to the matter in dispute. He disapproved of his attempt to 
obtrude one form of church life on all the communities; and declared 
that nothing was required but unity in faith and in love; and that this~ 
instead of being disturbed by differences in respect to outward things, 
did but shine forth through these differences with the greater strength. 
He recognized the right of all the communities, in such matters, to act 
freely and independently, according to their own ancient usage. He 
objected to the authority of the tradition of a single determinate church 
the fact, that tradition often originates in, and is propagated by, sim
plicity and ignorance.2 Although Cyprian, as we have before re
marked, looked upon the Roman church as really the cathedra Petri, 
and as the representative of the outward church unity, yet he was far 
from inferring thence the right of this church to determine all matters 
of church controversy. On the contrary, he maintained, with firmness 
and energy, the independent right of the individual bishops to manage 
the affairs of their churches according to their own principles; and he 
carried through what he recognized as right, in spite of the op
P?sition of the Roman church. . In communicating to Stephanus, 
bIShop of Rome, at the commencement of the second of the above 
me~tioned controversies, the principles of the North African church, 
whlCh he well knew did not accord with the Roman usages, he ad
dressed him in the name of a synod, as one colleague, conscious of an 
equality of dignity and of rights, addresses another. "In virtue of 
our equal dignity," says he, " and in unfeigned love, we have imparted 
these things to you, dearest brother; for we hope, that whatever is 
agreeable to piety and truth - will also, in accordance with your own 
true faith and true piety, be pleasing to you. 'Ve are well aware, 
however, that many are reluctant to part with the opinions they have 
once imbibed, and slow to change their principles; but so far as they 
can d? it, without violating the bond of unity and peace, binding them 
to theIr colleagues, cling to many peculiarities which have become cus
~mary among them. In matters of this sort, we put no restraint, we 
l~pose no law, on any man; since each presiding officer of a commu
~ty has, in the management of these matters, his own free will, and 
18 accountable for his mode of proceeding to the Lord alone." 3 

1 Euseb. 1. V. c. 24. aut legem damus, quando habeat in ec.cl~
2 Twv rrapa ro aKplf3e~ Q~ elKor; KparoVv sire administratione voluntatis sure arbltn

~(,)v rr;v Ka~' arrAor1}Ta Ka2lOu.JTlupoV tj1JviJ urn liberum unusquisque prrepositus, ratio
£Lav el~ r6 pererreLra rrerrOl1}KonJV. nem actus sui Domino redditurus. 

8 Qua in re nee nos vim cuiquam facimus 
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After the violent declarations which ensued from the Roman bishop, 
he continued to avow the same principle before a council of more than 
eighty of the bishops of North Africa; inviting each of them to express 
his own views with freedo~; "for no one," said he, "should make 
himself a bishop of bishops." When Stephanus appealed to the author
ity of the ancient Roman tradition, and spoke against innovations, 
Cyprian replied,! that it was rather Stephanus himself who made the 
innovations, and broke away from the unity of the church. " Whence 
then," he says, "comes that tradition? Is it derived from the words 
of our Lord and from the. authority of the gospels, or from the instruc
tions and the letters of the apostles? Custom, which has crept in 
among some unawares, ought not to hinder the truth from prevailin~ 
and triumphing; for custom without truth is only inveterate error." 
He finely remarks, "that it is no more beneath the dignity of a Roman 
bishop than of any other man, to suffer himself to be corrected when he 
is in the. wrong; for the bishop ought not only to teach but to learn, 
for he becomes even the better teaclier, who is daily adding to his 
knowledge and making progress by the correction of his errors." Fir
milianus also, the ·bishop of Cresarea in Cappadocia, in expressing his 
agreement with Cyprian, declared himself quite strongly against the 
unchristian behavior of Stephanus, who forbade the Roman church to 
receive the delegates of the North African church into their houses. 
He considered it a reproach that one who boasted of being. the succes
sor of the Apostle Peter, on whom was built the unity of the church, 
should rend that unity by his uncharitable and arrogant proceedings. 
In opposition to the alleged tradition of the Roman church, he pro
duced the tradition of other ancient churches, as also doctrinal reasons; 
and as evidence that the Romans did not observe, in all points, the 
original tradition, and appealed in vain to the authority of the apostles, 
he adduces the fact, that in many church matters, they departed from 
the customs of the church at Jerusalem, and of the ancient apostolical 
churches; 3 yet notwithstanding all these differences, the unity and 
peace of the catholic church had never been disturbed.4 

On another and earlier occasion, Cyprian had already shown how 
far he was from yielding to the Roman bishops a supreme jurisdiction 
in t.h.e church, and. f~om countenancing them in the exercise of it. 
Basihdes and Martmhs, two Spanish bishops, had been. geposed by a 
sy~od, because they were libellatiei, and for other offences; and it is 
saId, they acknowledged themselves the validity of their sentence. In 
~e ~lace. of Basili~es, a successor had already been chosen by the pro
vlllClal bIshops, WIth the assistance of the church over which he had 
presided. . The two deposed bishops, however, had recourse to Stepha
nus, the bIshop of Rome, and the. latter, assuming a supreme judicatory 
power, reversed the sentence of the Spanish ecclesiastical court, and 

1 Ep. 74, ad Pompej. 8Er·75. . 
2 Nee consuetudo, qure apud quosdam 4 Eos autem, qui Romre sunt, non ~~. In 

obrepserat, impedirc debet, quominus veri omnibus observare, qure sunt ab ong,me 
tas prrevaleat et vincatj nam consuetudo tradita, et frustra apostolorum auctonta
sine veritate vetustas erroris est. tern prretendere. 
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restored them both to their office; whether it was that he found good 
reasons for so doing in what they alleged in their own justification, or 
that there was already a strong inclination in the Roman church to 
take part with those that appealed to its jurisdiction. A contest now 
arose in Spain on the question whether the first or the second sentence 
should Qe respected, and the communities of North Africa were applied 
to for their opinion. The North African synod at Carthage, in whose 
name Cyprian replied, did not hesitate to declare that the decision of 
the Roman bishop was without force, and strongly charged the Spanish 
churches not to suffer the two unworthy bishops to continue in office. 
Into the question, whether the Roman bishop was justified in prosecut
ing such a judicial examination, Cyprian did not enter; but he declared 
without farther discussion, the unjust sentence, resting as it did on in
sufficient grounds, to be void. "The regular ordination," he observed,! 
(meaning of the successor to the deposed bishop Basilides,) " cannot 
be rendered null, because Basilides, after his offences were discovered, 
and had been acknowledged too by himself, went to Rome and deceived 
our colleague Stephanus, who was at a distance, and not acquainted 
with the real circumstances of the case; so that he who had been de
posed by a just sentence, fraudulently contrived to be reinstated in his 
office." Perhaps the mortification which the ambitious, hierarchical 
views of Stephanus experienced on this occasion - although in other 
respects Cyprian speaks of him with great moderation - had much in
fluence in deciding him to the obstinate stand which he took in the 
later controversy of which we ,have before spoken. 

Ohurch Di8dpline. Exclu8ion from the Fellowship of the Visible 
Ohurch. Be-admission to the 8ame. 

As the founder of the church had foretold, the process of its develop
ment could be none other than a process of refining, renewed over and 
Over again. The idea of a perfectly pure and perfectly holy church 
could not be realized in the earthly course of its history; - for the life 
communicated by Christ to humanity can be sustained and transmitted 
only in a never ceasing conflict with the power of sin, which resists the 
current of that life from without, and even threatens to mix in and 
disturb it with its own impurities. The church itself which truly an
Swers to its conception, the church of the regenerate and sanctified, 
continues ever to be inwardly affected by the reactions of this principle 
of sin never wholly overcome; and hence in continual need of cleansing. 
But this church, though represented in a visible form, is yet in its es
sence invisible; and to this its visible appearance various elements be
come attached, partaking in no respect of that inner essence; - and 
there are no sure and certain marks whereby it is possible to separate 
from one another these heterogeneous components. :Manifold are the 
gradations through which the transition is made from the true church 
to the opposite world, which strives to draw her into itself and to trans
form her by its own spirit; a thing ~possible, unless she enter herself 

lEp.68. 
VOL. I. 19 
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into such a union. Hence the sifting of the chaff from the wheat, 
which can be accomplished by no human tribunal, and )vhich strives 
prematurely to sever the threads of historical development ordained and 
Burely guided by divine 'Visdom, and would hinder the very work of 
the church itself to reform the world, must be left to a higher judgment, 
and can only take place after the threads of history have run their 
appointed course. 

But the church, when left wholly to herself, and unmixed as yet 
with the state, might bring about, if not a perfect, yet a certain separa:
tion - so as to exclude from herself the manifestly foreign elements, 
showing themselves to be such by marks not to be mistaken; indeed, 
the Jewish synagogues had before exercised a disciplinary judgment of 
this 'kind over their members. The early communities were thus to 
seek to secure themselves against the infection of pagan immorality, 
and thereby practically to bear witness, that the mere confession of 
faith made no man a Christian; - that whoever contradicted by his 
daily living the laws of Christianity, could not be regarded as a Chris
tian brother. 

Hence the Apostle Paul declared the Christian communities to be 
not merely justified, but bound, to eject such unworthy members from 
their body. With all pagans, the Christians might eat, and stand in 
every social relation; but with such apostate brethren, they were to 
avoid all manner of intercourse, for the purpose of practically showing 
them, that they could no longer claim the title of Christian brethren. 
It was from this point of view, that Tertullian could now say to the 
pagans: "Those who are no Christians, are wrongly so called; such 
in truth take no part in our religious assemblies; such receive not with 
us the communion; they have by their sins become yours again, since 
we hold not even common intercourse with those whom your cruelty 
has forced to denial; although we should certainly be lik.ely to tolerate 
amongst us more easily those who through constraint than those who 
have voluntarily deserted the principles of our religion. Besides, it is 
without reason you call those Christians who are not recognized as such 
by the Christians, who cannot deny their own." 1 

But the church was designed also to be an institution for training; 
it was not to give up the hope of reclaiminO' the fallen. By this very 
exclusion from the society of the brethren, the fallen members, if they 
retained an~ susc~ptibility for better feelings, were to be brought to the 
Bens~ of their gUllt and awakened to a fruitful repentance. If they 
mamfested any such penitence in their living they were to be taken 
under the fostering care of the church, and ~t length, after their re
pentanc~ had been sufficiently proved, once more adopted into the 
c.ommumt~. Such wa~ the direction of the Apostle Paul. In later 
tImes, . varlO:Us regulatIons were gradually introduced, relating to the 
cases In whICh resort should be had to such exclusion from the church 
fellowship; to the manner of life which the excluded members ought to 
lead; to the proofs of remorse and penitence which they must give, and 

1 Ad nation.!' L c. 5. 
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to the duration of the time of their exclusion. All these points were 
differently determined, according to the different nature of the offences, 
and the different moral character evinced by tho offenders. Those who 
stood in this relation to the community, were made a particular class, 
designated by the name of poonitentes. Tertullian requires " that the 
inward compunction of conscience should be manifested also by outward 
acts;1 that thoy should express their sorrow by their whole deportment, 
pray for the forgiveness of their sins with fasting, present a confession 
of their sins before the community, request the intercessions of all the 
Christian brethren, and especially humble themselves before the pres
byters and the known friends of God." 2 To those who suffered them
selves to be kept back by shame from making confession before the 
church, he says,3 "This may be grievous, where one exposes himself to 
contempt and to mockery; where others exalt themselves at the expense 
of him who has fallen. But in the midst of brethren and fellow-servants, 
where the hope, fear, joy, pain and suffering are shared in common; 
because one common spirit proceeds from one common Lord and Fath
er, ~ how should you there consider your own as different from your
self? Why fly from those to whom your grief is as their own, as if 
they rejoiced over it ? The body cannot rejoice at the suffering of one 
of its members. The whole body must share in the pain and cooperate 
towards the cure. 'Vhere two are together, there is the church; but 
the church is Christ. When you embrace the knees of your brother, 
you embrace Christ, you are a suppliant to Christ. And so when' they 
~veep over you, Christ suffers, Christ supplicates the Father. Easily 
IS that ever obtained, which the Son supplicates of the Father." Ori
gen writes: 4 " the Christians sorrow over those who have been overcome 
by lust, or any other noticeable vice, as if they were dead; and after a 
long period, if they have given sufficien~ evidence of a change of heart, 
t~ey receive. them once more to the standing of catechumens, as those 
l1Sen from the dead." When their penitence had been satisfactorily 
pr:oved, they were absolved and restored to the fellowship of the church 
WIth the sign of blessing, the laying on of the hands of the bishop and 
clergy. 

Salutary as these 'regulations might be, as a means of Christian cul
ture, in the then existing state of the church, yet here also there was 
great danger of confounding the Inner essence with the Outward form, 
especially when the outward notion of the church had already become 
a fundamental principle. Such must have been the case, for example, 
w~en it was attempted to confine the expression of penitent feelings to cer
tam uniform signs, and it was thought that in manifesting these consisted 
the essence of true penitence itself; and again, when no distinction was 
made betwixt absolution and the divine forgiveness of sins. The church 
teachers, however, did not fail to point out the true nature of Christian 
r~pentance, and to represent those outward mortifications as merely 
SIgnS of an inward grace. " When the man condemns himself," says 

,I Ut non sola conscientia prreferatur, sed 2 L, c. 
ahquo etiam actu administretur. De pooni 8 L. c. c. 10.
t.entia, c. 9. t c. eels. 1. ill. c. 51. 
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Tertullian,l " God acquits him. So far - believe me - as thou sparest 
not thyself, God will spare thee." And the bishop Firmilianus of 

, Cresarea in Cappadocia says, in a letter written in the latter half of the 
third century: "With us, the bishops and presbyters meet once a year 
to consult together for the recovery by repentance of fallen brethren; 
not as though they could receive from us the forgiveness of sins, but 
that they may by us be brought to a sense of their sins and constrained 
to render a more full satisfaction to the Lord.2 Cyprian explains him
self thus: 3 " We do not prejudge the Lord's judgment; so that if he 
find the sinner's repentance full and satisfactory, he may ratify our 
decision; but if any man shall have deceived us by a hypocritical 
repentance, then let God, who cannot be mocked, and who looketh on 
the heart, decide with regard to that which we have failed to explore 
to the bottom, and the master correct the judgment of his servants." 

But still it cannot be denied, that the consequences resulting from 
that making outward of the conception of the church, and that Old 
Testament view of the priesthood, had here already mixed in. Thus 
the judgment on an individual who had rendered himself liable to the 
church penance was reckoned among the acts of this priesthood; and 
the full power of exercising it, derived from the authority to bind and 
to loose, given to the apostles. That one should thus submit himself to 
the judgment of the priest, appeared as an act of that humility which 
belongs to the essence of true penitence.4 The notion took such a 
shape-, that the whole system of church penance came to be considered 
as a satisfaction to be done to God.5 Perhaps there were some who 
opposed this view of the necessity of outward church penance, and who 
endeavored to establish the principle that all depended on the direction 
of the heart and of the affections towards God, not on external things.6 

'Ve say perhaps, - for from the language of Tertullian in combatting 
this class, from his own assumed position, we cannot decide with cer
tainty·in what sense that principle was understood. It is certainly 
possible, that they may have been a class, who made a false distinction 
between the Inner and the Outward in the religious life, and under the 
pretext that all depended on the inner direction of the affections towards 
God alone, allowed themselves to excuse the failings of the outward life.7 

Connected with the remarks here made on church penance and 
church ~bsolution, must be our judgment also of a controversy which 
arose WIth regard to these matters. Had the notion of absolution been 
rightly unde.r~tood, as an announcement of the divine forgiveness of sin, 
~lways. CO~~ItlOned on repentance and faith, instead of being converted 
mto a JudlClal act of the clergy, a mutual understanding might have 

1 De prenitentia, c. 9. Prenitentia j a term derived from the ci,:i1 
::l Cyprian, cp. 75. law, which he had studied and practised lU 
·8 In his 52d letter ad Antonian. early life. 
-4 See the words, in a letter of the Con 6 Sed ajunt quidam, satis Deum haber~: 

fessors, in Cyprian, (ep. 26.) Humilitas si corde et animo suspiciatur, licet actu mi
atque subjectio, alienum de se expectasse nus fiat. De prenitentia, c. 5. " 
judicium, alienam de suo sustinuisse sen 7" Itaque se salvo metu et fide peccar~, 
tentiam. says Tertullian, -prone, as he was, to m

6 Satisfactio, in· Tertullian's book de fer evil from the doctrines of his opponents. 
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been easily brought about on the matter of dispute which we are now 
about to mention. We allude to the controversy between a milder and 
a more rigid party on the subject of church penance. 

All were abrreed in distinguishing those sins into which all Christians 
might fall through the remaining sinfulness of their nature, and those 
which clearly indicated that the transgressor was still living under 
bondage to sin as an abiding condition; that he was not one of the 
regenerate; that he had either never attained to that condition, or 
had again failen from it - peccata venalia - and peccata mortalia, or 
ad mortem. These terms they had derived from the first epistle of St. 
John. Among sins of the second class they reckoned, besides the de
nial of Christianity, deception, theft, incontinence, adultery, etc. l Now 
it was the principle of the milder party, which gradually became the 
predominant one, that the church was bound to receive every fallen 
member, into whatever sins he may have fallen, - to hold out to all, 
under the condition of sincere repentance, the hope of the forgiveness 
of sin. At least, in the hour of death, absolution and the communion 
should be granted to those who manifested true repentance. The 
other party would never consent to admit again to the fellowship of the 
church, such. as had violated their baptismal vow by sins of the latter 
class. Such persons, - said they, - have once despised the forgive .. 
ness of sin obtained for them by Christ, and assured to them in baptism. 
There is no purpose of divine grace with regard to such, which is 
revealed to us; hence the church is in no case warranted to announce 
to them the forgiveness of sin. If the church exhorts them also to 
repentance, yet she can promise nothing to them as to the issue, since 
the power bestowed on her to bind and to loose has no reference to 
such. She must leave them to the judgment of God. The one party 
would not suffer that any limits should be set to the mercy of God 
towards penitent men; the other would preserve erect the holiness of 
God, and feared that, by a false confidence in the power of priestly ab
solution, men would be encouraged to feel more safe in their sins. 

Ohurch lJivisiorl8 or Schisms. 

The schisms, or church divisions in the more limited sense, must be 
distinguished from the heresies properly so called. The former were 
such divisions of the catholic church, as proceeded from certain out
ward occasions, aiming at objects connected with the constitution or the 
discipline of the church; the latter, divisions which sprung out of differ
ences and disputes on matters of doctrine. While all that is to be said 
of the latter stands intimately connected with the genetic development 
of doctrines, the exhibition of the former cannot be separated from the 
history of the constitution and discipline of the church; and each serves 
to illustrate the other. In a doctrinal point of view, the history of 
c~urch divisions is important only so far as it serves to unfold the doc
tnne on the church; but the development of this doctrine stands closely 

1 Homicidium, idololatria, fraus, negatio, blasphemia, mrechia et fomicatio. Tertullian, 
de pudicitia. c. 19. 
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connected again with the history of the church constitution. It seems, 
therefore, in every view, best suited to our purpose, to annex the history 
of church divisions with the section which relates the history of the con
stitution of the church. 

We have to notice in this period two remarkable divisions of the 
church, both intimately connected with each other, as well in respect to 
the time of their origin, as in respect to the churche8 and persons, that 
especially took part in them. In the history of both, the monarchical 
system of episcopacy is seen coming forth victoriously out of the contest 
with presbyterianism; in both, Catholicism is seen triumphing over 
Separatism,. both divisions conduced to the establishment of the system 
of church unity. We refer to the divisions of Felidssimu8 and to that 
of Novatian,. the first proceeding out of the church of proconsular 
Africa, the second out of the church of Rome. 

In the history of the first mentioned division, the bishop Cyprian of 
Carthage appears as the head of a party, and as the most important 
among the actors in the scene; and the origin of the schism was imme
diately connected with the manner in which he arrived at the episcopal 
dignity. It will serve, therefore, to give us a clearer understanding of 
the whole subje~t, if we begin with casting a glance at the history of 
this man's life. Cyprian had remained a pagan until the last years of 
his manhood. He was by profession a rhetorician, if not an advocate,! 
and the rhetorical cast of his style of writing testifies of this his earlier 
occupation. In the years of his paganism he had already gained pub
lic confidence by the uprightness of his life.2 By the influence of the 
presbyter Crecilius, whose name he afterwards adopted, and who at his 
death committed his wife and children to Cyprian's care, he was 
brought to embrace the Christian faith. Although, while a pagan, he 
had led a blameless life in the common estimation, yet it by no meanS 
appeared so to himself, after he had learned to contemplate the requisi
tions of the divine law, and to know himself in the light of Christianity. 
The profound sense of sin, as a power from which man cannot deliver 
himself by his own strength, preceded also in his case the experience of 
that which grace alone can effect; as he expresses it in the letter ad
dressed to his friend Donatus, written probably soon after his baptism. 
Hcn~e he was now the more inspired with a glowing enthusiasm to reach 
tha.t Idea of the diyine life which Christianity had lighted up within his 
BOUI. And as he mterpreted the words of our Lord -" If thou wilt be 
perfe~t? go ~ell that thou h~st and give it to the poor," according to t~e 
pr~~allmg Views of that perIOd, more closely to their letter than to theIr 
SpIrlt, for the purpose of fulfilinO' this requisition he sold the two landed 
estates of which he was possess~d,3 and distributed the proceeds among 

1 Jerome says, (d. v. i. c. 67,) that he was and therefore had once been used to such 
a rhetorician, and we have no good reason public discourse. . 
to doubt this account. 'Ve are under no 2 See the biographical sketch of his life, 
necessity of supposing that in what he says c?mposed by his disciple, the Deacon pon
(cp. I. ad Donatum.) respecting the oppo tIUS. 
Bition between spiritual and worldly elo 3 His garden was soon restored back to 
quence, (in judi~ih,. in conei?ne, pro rostris,) Mm, probably by the love of the church, as 
that he was thmkmg of hIS own calling, we may gather from the language of pon
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the poor. The devout· zeal which shone forth so brilliantly in his con· 
duct even while a neophyte, acquired for him, to a great degree, the 
love and esteem of the community. He became the man of the people; 
and the community made use of the influence they could then com
mand, in his behalf. He was raised by their votes, contrary to the letter 
of the church laws, soon after his baptism, in 247, to the dignity of a 
presbyter, and as early as the year 248, placed at the head, as bishop. 
The community environed his ho.use, for the purpose of compelling him 
to accept the episcopal dignity. But this very circumstance, that he 
had been raised to the station he occupied by the enthusiastic love of 
the church, contributed from the first to create a party against him, at 
the head of which stood five presbyters.1 Of these, several, perhaps, 
put forward Qlaims themselves to the episcopal office, and looked with 
eyes of jealousy on the upstart neophyte who superseded those that had 
grown gray in the service of the church. They might also be led on 
by other motives to us unknown. Cyprian was well aware of the diffi
cult position he was about to assume, when he shrank back from the 
assumption of the chief pastoral office, the whole weight and responsi
bleness of which stood clearly before him, - attractive as it must have 
seemed, on the other hand, to a man of his peculiar bent and talent for 
rule to be placed at the head of the church governance. We discover 
here the first ground and the germ of the ensuing controversies. The 
five presbyters above mentioned now proceeded with their followers to 
contest the episcopal authority of Cyprian; and as the presbyters were 
still mindful of their ancient rights, and still striving to maintain their 
former influence in the government of the church, there could be no 
want of disputes between a bishop, and especially one like Cyprian, so 
resolutely active, in the consciousness of that supreme spiritual power 
~hich he believed himself to possess by divine right, and his antagonists 
In the presbyterial college. . 

Where men are contending for their rights, even those men in whom 
a life from God has indeed begun, but the strength of the old nature 
still makes itself felt, it is usually the case, that instead of emulating 
each other, with the spirit of love and self-renunciation, in the fulfil
ment of duties, they allow, on both sides, their own will and their pas
sions to gj.ve that which is wrong the color of right. So it happened in 
the present case. But we are not well enough informed of all the cir· 
c~mstances to be able clearly to separate the right from the wrong on 
e~ther side; for ,we h~ve only: the repr~sentations of one party in the 
dlspute,-representatlOns whIch sometImes bear on their very front the 
marks of strong excitement. 

An unbiassed contemplation will certainly not fail to discover in Cy· 
prian, the man inspired and animated with true love to the Redeemer 

tins: Hortos, quos intcr initia fidci sure the five presbyters: Conjurationis sure mc· 
,\,enditos, et Dei indulgentia restitutos, mores, ct antiqua ilIa contra episcopatum 
• 1 ,Yc sec this from the words of Pontius, meum, imo contra suffragium vestrum et 
!n,speaking of Cyprian's election: Quidam Dei judicium venenll. rctinentcs, instaurant 
lIh restiteruntl ctiam ut vineeret ; with which veterem contra nos impngnalionem suam. 
compare cp. 40, respecting the intrigues of 
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and to his church. It is undeniable that he was devoted to his com
munity, as a faithful shepherd; that its interests honestly lay nearest 
his heart; and that he meant to exercise his episcopal authority for the 
preservation of good order and discipline in the flock; - but it is also 
certain, that he was not sufficiently on his guard against that funda
mental evil of man's nature, which so easily fastens on what is best in 
him, and by which the best qualities may be even perverted and de
stroyed, - an evil which may be most dangerous to those endowed with 
great gifts and powers for the Lord's service,-most dangerous, where 
it exhibits itself under the spiritual garb, - that he was not watchful 
enough against the risings and suggestions of self-will and pride. The 
point he was contending for, the full power of the episcopate, proved to 
him certainly, at times, the rock whereon his spiritual life made ship
wreck. He forgot, in the bishop, "appointed by God himself and act
ing in the name of Christ," the man, still living in the flesh, and 
exposed, like all other men, to the temptations of c;in; in the bishop, 
over whom no layman might set up himself to judge, the bishop called 
to rule and gifted with an inviolable authority from God, he forgot the 
disciple of Christ, of him who was meek and lowly of spirit, and for the 
good of his brethren, appeared in the form of a servant. Had he ever 
remained true to this spirit of Christ's disciples, he might assuredly 
have gained the victory over his adversaries with far more ease to him
self and safety to the church, than by all his stir about the inalienable 
rights of the episcopate, and his appeals to the dignity of the priestly 
office with which God had invested him. 

The five presbyters of the opposite party, or some of them at least, 
seem to have been at the head of separate communities in Carthage or 
its neighborhood; and they now ventured, in defiance of the bishop 
whom they hated, to introduce several arbitrary measures in the man
agement of their filial communities; or, at any rate, such measures as 
Cyprian, from the principles he maintained with regard to the episcopal 
system, might properly consider as encroachments on the episcopal 
rights. One of them, N ovatus by name, president of a community 
situated upon a hill in or near by Carthage, was, so far as we can 
judge,! a man of restless and enterprising mind, who, with a fierce spirit 

1 The charges which Cyprian himself 
brings against him, (ep. 49,) if well found
ed, do, indeed, place him in the most unfa
vorable light j but these charges wear every 
appearanc.e of .being dic~ated by blind pas
SIOn, trustmg In deceptive reports without 
due investigation, and indulO"in rr a most un
warrantable liberty of drawhtg "'conClusions. 
A common method in controversies -to 
imput.e the worst m?tives to an opp~nent, 
and suppose them Just as true as if one 
could read into his heart, yet without offer
ing the least evidence to justify the suppo
sition. Of Novatus, it was said, that he 
was about to be arraigned before an eccle
siastical court j his own conscience declared 
him guilty; happily for him, the Deciau 
persecutiou broke out, and interrupted the 

proceedings which had commenced against 
him. And now, in order to evade the sen
tence which awaited him as soon as the 
persecution was over, he excited all those 
agitations, of which we shall speak hereaf
ter, and separated himself from the domi
nant church. How cleverly put toget~er, 
yet how improbable is all this! Cyp,:an 
himself, during the Decian persecutIon, 
still recognized Novatus as a lawful presby
ter, see ep. 5. Now, for the first time, he 
knows of this man such wicked things as, 
if they were true, would testify against the 
bishop who could suffer a man of such a 
character to retain the office of presbyter. 
Cyprian does, indeed, bring forward facts 
aO'ainst him; but what vouches for the 
t~th of those facts ~ How would it have 
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of ecclesiastical freedom, spurned from him the yoke of episcopal mon
archy.I This person, without authority from the bishop, proceeded to 
ordain one of his followers, Felicissimus, a man well calculated for the 
position of a zealous and enterprising partizan, and who doubtless, by 
his personal relations, had great influence in the community, to the 
office of deacon in this his own church.2 Cyprian declares this act an 
encroachment on his episcopal rights; but it may have been the opinion 
of N ovatus, on the principles of his presbyterian system, that as a pres
byter and presiding officer of the church, he was warranted so to pro
ceed. The right and the wrong in the transaction was a point certainly 
not so clearly made out, at a time when the struggle betwixt the aris
tocratic and monarchical forms of church government remained still 
undecided. Cyprian permitted Felicissimus to retain his office; 
whether it was out of deference to a powerful party, or whether it 
was not till later that he was induced, by the hostile proceedings of 
Felicissimus, to declare his ordination irregular and a violation of the 
episcopal authority. He avoided in the outset, as it should seem, to 
take any violent measures; he sought by indulgence and gentleness, 
with a prudence befitting the circumstances, to gain over his oppo
nents.a Perhaps his success would have been complete, if he could have 
exercised sufficient control over himself to follow out this course with 
patience; or if the Decian persecution, which broke out soon after, had 
not furnished the opposite party too inviting an opportunity to com

~een possible for this man, if such accusa
tlOns could be justly laid against him, to 
play the part he did'! What is there which 
Idl~ tattle will not gradually set a going 
amIdst party strifes of this kind'! The op
ponents. of Cyprian too, as we may infer 
from hIS lettcr to Pupianus, of which we 
shh!1U speak hereafter, had said many hard 
t mgs against him. 

1 So far there may have been truth in 
Cyprian's statemcnt, when he calls him, 
(ep.. 49 :) Fax et ignis ad conflanda. scdi
tlOms incendia. 

In order to a right undcrstanding of No
vat us' conduct in these disputes, it is im
portant to have the question settled, wheth
er he was one of the five prefsbyters who 
hPposcd Cyprian from the beginning. Mos

c.lm has urged several objections against 
thiS snpposition, the most weighty of which 
,!e shall notice further along. The ques
tIon, we must admit, cannot be decidC<l with 
Ilhso.lute certainty. But yet the whole con
nectIOn of the history seems to be in f,lvor 
of the affirmative. In Cyprian's fifth letter, 
alre~dy cited, the names of four presbyters 
Oe Introduced, who brought him a petition. 
. ne of these, Fortunatus, belonged, accordIhg to Cyprian's own statement, ep. 55, to 
t e number of the five presbyters. Now 
as. the name of Novatus occurs here alonO'
bi1th that of Fortunatus, it is highly proba~ 

e that all the four presbyters, which seem 

in this case to have formed one party, were 
in fact no other than the old opposition par
ty, - the five presbyters or presbyterium 
Felicissimi. And in the rcpulsive answer 
which Cyprian gave to their pctition, we 
may perhaps discern 1\ new cause of the~r 
irritation against the bishop. A comparI
son of what Cyprian says respecting the 
intrigues of Novatus, ep. 49, with what he 
says respecting the intrigues of those five 
presbyters, ep. 40, and with what Pontius 
reports about the old adversaries of Cy
prian, speaks for the existence of but one 
anti-Cyprian party, which held together 
from the beginning, and in which Novatus 
occupied an important place. 

2 See Cyprian, ep. 49, of Novatus: Qui 
Felicissimum satellitem slIum difleonum, 
nce permittentc me nec sciente, sna ftlctione 
et ambitione, constituit. All goes to show 
that this nomination of Felicissimus to the 
office of deacon prceetled th~ sehism of 
whieh he was the author; although the 
whole sul~ject is involved in much obscurity 
on account of our imperfect knowledge of 
the circumstances. 

3 To this doubtless refers what Pontius 
says of Cyprian's conduct towards hi~ op
ponents: Quibus tamcn quanta leVItate, 
quam patienter, quam bcnevolenter i~dul
sit, quam clementer ignovit, amicis~lmos 
eos postmodum intcr et necessarios compu
tans, mirantibus multis! 
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mence' a public attack on the man, whom from the first they had unwil
lingly seen placed at the head of the church government. 

We have already observed, that at the first beginning of this perse
cution, Cyprian retired for a while from his community. He had good 
reasons, indeed, as we then saw, to justify this step, and the best of all 
justifications was his subsequent martyrdom; but still it was a step 
which would always admit of being differently construed. The enemies 
of Cyprian were glad to look upon the thing in its worst light, and 
accused him of allowing himself to be influenced to violate his duties as 
a pastor, by motives of fear. l 

Besides this, the party opposed to Cyprian had many opportunities, 
arising out of events that transpired in the persecution, to increase the 
number of their followers, and to excite the minds of men against the 
bishop. Numbers, as we have already observed in our account of this 

• persecution, had been induced by their fears, or compelled by torture, 
to resort to measures which were regarded as a virtual denial of the 
faith, and which actually excluded them from the communion of the 
church. But most of them were afterwards seized with compunctions 
of remorse, and longed to be restored to the community,of the breth
ren, and to the privilege of participating with them in the Lord's sup
per. The question now arose, whether their wishes should be complied 
with: - was their petition to be absolutely rejected, or should a middle 
course be pursued, by holding out to them, indeed, the hope of being 
restored to the fellowship of the church; but before the privilege was 
actually granted them, by subjecting their conduct to a longer proba
tion, and requiring evidence of continued penitence? Should the same 
course be pursued with all the lapsed, or should the treatment be 
varied according to the difference of circumstances and the character 
of the offences? The church at this time was still without any gene
rally acknowledged principles of church penance in cases of this sort. 
There was one party, who were for refusing to grant absolution, on any 
conditions, to such as had violated their baptismal vow by one of the so 
called mortal sins. Following that Jewish principle which did l!'0t 
allow all duties to be regarded alike as duties to God, and all smS 
alike, as siris against God, men made an arbitrary distinction, - for 
which they cited as their authority the passage 1 Samuel ii. 25, - be
tween sins against God and aO'ainst man· and to the former was reck'-' 0' ·f oned every act of denying the faith, though the degree of guiltiness, 1 

~he ~enial was ~imply a J:ielding to the weakness of sense, might be far 
mfe~or to that Illvol~ed III some of the so called sins against ma~. 
CyprIan, who was In the habit of calling Tertullian especially hIS 

1 We remarked at page 134, how doubt- learned that his adversaries had represent
fully the, Roman clergy expressed them- ed his conduct in an unfavorable light, at 
selves WIth regard to Cyprian's conduct· Rome, he considered it necessary to jnstIf11 
their words, ,: quod utique reete fecerit" in~ himself by a correct account of the who e 
dicate that Cyprian's enemies had contrived course of the affair, and he writes thus to th? 
to represent the matter in an unfavorable Roman clergy, ep.14: Quoniam com,pert, 
light. Hence Cyprian intimated a sus pi- minus simpliciter et minus fideliter VObIS ret 
cion that this letter, in which passages oc- nuntiari, qure hie a nobis et gesta sunt e 
curred which were so strange to him, might geruntur. 
be a forgery, ep. 3. Afterwards, when he 
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teacher,! might, perhaps, from the study of that father's writings, have 
received a bias towards the principles of the more rigid party with re
gard to penance. Many passages of his works, written previous to the 
Decian persecution, would lead us to conclude, that he was at first in 
favor of the principle of granting absolution to none who had committed 
a mortal sin; as, for instance, when he says,2 " The words of the Lord, 
who warns while he heals, are 'Behold, thou art made whole; sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.' After he has bestowed 
health, he gives the rule of life; nor does he leave the man thenceforth 
to wander about as he lists; but as the man was bound to serve him 
by the very fact that he had been healed by him, our Lord threatens 
him with the greater severity; for the guilt is less, to have sinned before 
one has known the doctrines of the Lord, but when one sins after he has 
begun to know them, there is no place for forgiveness." 3 It may be 
said, perhaps, that Cyprian, in this case, meant simply to mark the 
greater criminality of a sin committed by a Christian, and that the 
passage is to be understood only in a relative sense; but assuredly more 
than this is implied in one of his positions laid down in the collection 
of Biblical Testimonies.4 "That to him who has sinned against God, 
no forgiveness can be granted in the church." 5 Besides the already 
cited passages from the Old Testament,6 he quotes on this occasion that 
from the gospel, relating to the sin against the Son of man, and against 
the Holy Ghost; whence it is plain, how greatly he misunderstood these 
conceptions, and this antithesis. 

But if Cyprian was an advocate of this principle when he first en
tered on the episcopal office, yet, cherishing as he did the heart of a 
father towards his church, he could not fail to be shaken by the great 
multitude of the lapsed, who, sometimes with bit.ter tears of repentance~ 
entreated him to grant them absolution. Must all th~se, many of 
Whom, as for example, the libellatici, had fallen only from defect of 
knowledge, and others from simply yielding to the flesh under the 
severity of their tortures, remain forever excluded from the blessed 
community of their brethren, and, in Cyprian's view, from that church 
in which alone was to be found the way to heaven? The paternal 
heart of the bishop revolted at the thought, but he dared not act here 
upon his own responsibility. In this state of indecision, he declared 
that the fallen should be received and exhorted to repentance; but that 
the decision of their fate should be reserved to that time when, on the 
restoration of peace, the bishops, clergy and churches, in joint and 
cautious deliberation, after having examined the question in all its 
b.earings, should be able to unite on some common principles, in rela
tion to a matter where every Christian was so deeply interested. Be

1 According to Jerome, de vir. illustr. 5 Non posse in ecclesia remitti ei, qui in 
When he asked for Tertullian's writings, Deum deliquit.
he used to say to his secretary, "Da magis 6 The same texts which Cyprian quotes 
trum." in the epistle to the clergy of Carthage, 

2 De habitu virginum. ep. 9, on the suhject of denial of the faith 
8 Nulla venia ultra delinquere, postqaam under persecution. So also in ep. 11, we 

Deum nosse crepisti. find the antithesis: Minora delicta, qUIQ 
! De testimoniis, 1. m. c. 28. non in Deum committuntur. 
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sides, there was a great difference between the offences of these fallen 
brethren. While some, merely to avoid the sacrifice of their worldly 
possessions, had, without a struggle,even hastened up to the altars of 
the gods; others had fallen only through ignorance, or under the force 
of torture. The disorders of the times -made it impossible to examine 
carefully into the difference of offences, and the difference of moral 
character in the individuals. Moreover, those that had fallen should, 
by practical demonstration of their penitence, render themselves worthy 
of re-admission to . the fellowship of the church, - and the persecution 
itself presented them with the best opportunity for this. "He who 
cannot endure the delay," says Cyprian, "may obtain the crown of 
martyrdom." 

It was under this view of the case he acted; directing all the lapsed 
who applied for absolution, to look forward with hope to the time for 
the restoration of tranquillity, when their cases should be examined. 
But some of the clergy, and as Cyprian afterwards learned, his old ad
versaries, espoused the interest of these men, and, instead of'exhorting 
them to peace and order, according to the wishes of the bishop, con
firmed them in their importunate demands, availing themselves of this 
opportunity to foment the wished for division in the church. 

Had these lapsed individuals been upheld in their importunate de
mands by the presbyters opposed to Cyprian alone, without finding any 
other support, their resistance to the measures of the bishop would have 
been of less consequence. But now they found means to gain over to 
their cause a voice which in those days had great influence with the 
Christians, - the voice of those witnesses of the faith, who under the 
pains of torture had laid down their witness of the Lord, or who, after 
having laid down their testimony, confronted martyrdom. It was, in 
itself considered, altogether consonant with the spirit of Christianity, 
that the last legacy of these men should be a legacy oj affection; that 
their last words should be an expression oj love to their brethren; that 
they, who, after having victoriously sustained the conflict, were about 
to enter into glory, should show sympathy for their weaker brethren, 
who had fallen in the struggle; that finally, they should recommend 
these fallen to the charitable acceptance of the church. It was just 
and right, moreover, that the word of these witnesses of the faith 
should be held in peculiar respect, provided only it were not forgotten, 
tha~ t~ey were sinful men, needing, like all others, the forgiveness of 
the!r s~ns, and that, so.long as they were in the flesh, they had still to 
mamtam .the contest With the flesh; and provided only, these witnesses 
of t~e faIth th~mselv:s had not forgotten this, and dazzled by the ex
ceSSIve venerah.on whlCh was paid them, had not been, on this very 
acc~unt, the more exposed to the lurking enemy with which even they, 
as. smful men, had shll to contend, and turned the momentary victory, 
gamed by the gra~e of God, to the nourishment of a spiritual pride. 
Many fell under thIS temptation; and controversies were excited and 
nouri.shed by such ~onfessors. . The poet Commodian, so distinguished 
for his moral enthUSiasm, held It needful to remind such persons, that 

http:venerah.on
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even by their sufferings they could not expiate sin.! There were con
fessors, who, in an authoritative tone, gave to all applicants the peace 
of the church, and acted as if it needed only their word to exculpate 
and discharge the fallen. Many of the clergy, who, according to Cy
prian's advice, ought to have set them right and led them to humility, 
rather confirmed them in their delusion, and used them as tools in their 
intrigues against the bishop. By their peremptory declarations, oft
times vaguely expressed, as for example, " Let such an individual, with 
his," - an expression admitting of interpretations and applications 
without limit, - "be received to the fellowship of the church," they 
caused the bishop no slight embarrassment. 2 ~rhose who applied such 
vague declarations to themselves, now boasted that the confessors or 
martyrs had granted them absolution, and they would brook no delay, 
suffer no trial of their conduct. When Cyprian evinced the less dispo
sition to comply with their impetuous demands, in proportion to the 
want which they betrayed of true contrition and humility, he made him
self extremely unpopular by his resistance. On two sides, he appeared 
in an unfavorable light, on the side of his severity against the lapsed 
and of his lack of reverence for the confessors.3 

He fulfilled his duty as a pastor, by taking a firm and decided stand 
against the exaggerated reverence paid to these confessors, which might 
be a fruitful source of superstition, and against the false confidence in 
their intercession, leading men to feel secure in their sins. He made 
the confessors observe, that true confession was not an opus operatum, 
but that it must consist in the whole tenor of conduct. "The tongue," 
he said, "which has confessed Christ, must preserve its honor, pure 
and untarnished; for he who, according to our Lord's precept, speaks 
what tends to peace, to goodness and to truth, confesses Christ every 
day of his life." III warning them against false security and pride, he 
observes,4 " It must be your endeavor to carry out what you have hap
pily begun. It is but little to have succeeded in obtaining an advan
tage; it is more, to be able to preserve what you have obtained. Our 
Lord taught us this, when he said, 'Behold, thou art made whole·: sin 
no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.' Think that he also says 
this to his confessor; 'Behold thou art made a confessor; sin no more, 
lest a worse thin(1 come unto thee.' In fine, Solomon and Saul and 
many others wereoable, so long as they walked in the ways of the Lord, 

1 See his Instructio, 47 : and intimates that many were ·made to fcel 
Imllia. martyribus odio reputantur in ignem, secu:e in their sin by these .libelli pacis, in
Distruitur martyr, cujus est confessio talis, conslde~n~~ly bestowed oy the confessors, Expiari malum nec sanguine fuso docctur. 


2 Communicet ille cum suis. According 
 de p~dlcltl,a, c. 22. A-gainst. the abuses 
to Cyprian, ep. 14, thousands of such "li  growmg out of recommendatory letters of 
belli pacis" were dailY issued bv the con the confessors, spurious or genuine, the 
fessors without examination. TcrtuUinn, council of Elvira speaks on this wise, c. 25 : 
at the close of the second century, speaks Quod omnes sub hac nominis gloria passim. 
already of this practice as a traditional concutiunt simplices. 

one. "Pacem in eccIesia non habentes, a 
 8 He gives us himself to understand how 
Inartvribus in carcere exorare ronsueve much he had t(} suffer in this way, ep. 22: 
runt.;' Ad martyr. c. 1. As a Montanist Laborantes hic nos et contra invidiro impe
he speaks earnestly against the excessive tum totis fidei viribus resistentes. 

iEp.6.abuse to which thIS practice wa.s carried i 
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to retain the grace which was given them; but no sooner had they left 
the discipline of the Lord, than th~y were left also by his grace. 
heal' that some are elated with pride; and yet it is written, ' Be not 
high-minded, but fear.' Our Lord 'was led as a sheep to the slaugh
ter; as a lamb before her shearers is dumb, so opened he not his mouth;' 
and is there anyone now, who lives by him and in him, that dares to 
be proud and high-minded, unmindful of 'the life which He led, and of 
t.he doctrines which He has given us either by himself or by his apos
tIes? If the servant be not greater than his Lord, then let those that 
follow the Lord, humbly, peacefully and quietly walk in his footsteps: 
the more one abases himself the more shall he be exalted." 

When a certain confessor, Lucianus, professing to act" in the name 
of Paul, a martyr," and in obedience to his last injunctions, proceeded 
to bestow on the fallen the peace of the church, and to furnish them 
with the so called certificates of church-fellowship (libellos pacis,) Cy
prian refused to acknowledge their validity, and observed, " Although 
our Lord has given command that the nations shall be baptized and 
their sins forgiven in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost; yet this man, in ignorance of.,the divine law, proclaims peace 
and the forgiveness of sins in the name of Paul; - he does not consider 
that the martyrs make not the gospel, but the gospel, the martyrs." 1 

He spoke on this point with the same emphasis in the discourse, 
already referred to, delivered on his return to his church.2 "Let no 
man deceive himself, the Lord alone can show mercy. He alone can 
bestow forgiveness of the sins which have been committed against him, 
who bore our sins; who suffered for us; whom God delivered up for 
our offences. The servant may not forgive a crime committed against 
his :Master, lest the offender contract additional guilt, if he be unmind
ful of what is written, 'Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man.' 
We must address our prayer to the Lord, who has assured us he will 
deny those that deny him, who alone has received all judgment from 
the Father. The martyrs require something to be done; -but what 
they require must be written in the law of the Lord; - we must know, 
first of all, that they have obtained from God what they require; and 
then only can we do what they require; for it by no means follows, as 
a matter of course, that the Divine Majesty will grant what a man has 
promised. Either the martyrs are nothing, if the gospel can be made 
void; or if the gospel cannot be made void, then they are not author· 
ized to act against the gospel, who by its means become martyrs. 
That man can neither say nor do anything against Christ, whose faith 
and ';ope, w~ose power and glory are run()here but in Ohrist." 

StIll CyprIan was not firm and consistent enough in his opposition to 
the extra,:agant respect paid to these witnesses of the faith. He was, 
to a .certarn d~gree, carried away himself by the prevailing spirit of ~~e 
multItude, which he ought to have controlled and guided by the 6plnt 
of the g~spel. When the summer heats of an African climate began 

1 Quod non martyres cvangelium faciant 2 Senno de lapsis. 
Bcd per evangelium martyres tiant. Ep. 22: 
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to multiply CMes of sickness, he yielded so far as to grant abs9lution to 
those of the fallen, who in sickness and the fear of death were earnestly 
desirous of the communion, and 'were depending on such certijicate8 
given them by witnesses of the faith. l In his report to the Roman 
church, he assigns as his reason for so doing, that he wished by such a 
compliance in one particular, to Msuage, in some measure at least, the 
violence of the multitude, and so to counteract the plots of those who 
were at the bottom of the mischief, and to remove from himself the ob
loquy of refusing to the martyrs the respect which belonged to them.2 

Thus by his half-way measures of resistance to the violence of this erro
neous tendency, and by his inconsistency, Cyprian did injury to the inter
ests of Christian truth and to his own cause. If, on the one hand, he 
attacked with the weapons of truth that false confidence in the martyrs' 
intercession, on the other hand, he supported it, by yielding his grOlmd ; 
for must not the recommendation of the martyr become possessed of a 
peculiar power and significance, as soon as it WM understood, that those 
only who were supported by such a recommendation, might in the hour of 
death, simply on tlte strength of tltis recommendation, obtain the peace 
of the church and receive the communion, while it might easily happen 
that many who had not sought for this recommendation of the martyrs, 
were distinguished above those who had secured it, by their sincere 
contrition and penitence.2 Cyprian favored this conclusion, for which 
his conduct furnished so natural a pretext, by his peculiar form of 
expressing this concession, addressing it "to those, who by help of the 
martyrs may obtain Buccor from the Lord in their sins."3 By this in
consistency, he laid open a weak spot to his enemies, of which they 
would not fail to take advantage. 

Another circumstance which must have particularly contributed to 
give a more decided weight to the opposite party in their connection 
with the fallen, was the powerful voice of the Roman church, which 
had declared itself in favor of the milder principle, if not in its applica
tion to all the fullen, at least to those who were sick. Cyprian avowed 
also, in making his concession, that he was partly induced to this meas
ure by his respect for the Roman church, with which he did not choose 
to be at variance.! But the proceedings of this church .had been more 
consonant with the spirit of evangelical truth, in directing the fallen to 
the one and only Mediator, and allowing of no other distinction among 
them, but that of a penitent or impenitent disposition.6 In their first 
letter addressed to the clergy at Carthage, the Roman church had said 
of the fallen, " We have, indeed, separated them from us, yet we have 
not left them to themselves; but we have exhorted them and do still 

1 Cyprian, ep. 12, 13 et 14. ciunt;" it was therefore this invidia which 
2 Ep. 14: "Ad illorum violentiam inte he feared. 

rim quoquo genere mitigandam -, cum 8 Auxilio eorum adju,oari apud Domi
videretur et honor martyribus habendus, et nnm in delictis suis possunt. 
eorum qui omnia. turbare cupiebant, impe i Ep. 14. to the Roman clerq. Standum 
tus comprimendus." Of the other lapsi, on putavi et cum vestra. sententIa, ne actus 
t~e contrary, he says, ep. 13:." 9~i nullo noster, qui adunatus esse et consentire circa 
libcllo a martyribus aceepto mVldwm fa- omnia debet, in aliquo discreparet. 

6Ep.2. 
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exhort them to repent, if peradventure they may obtain forgiveness from 
Him who alone can bestow it. We do this, lest they should become 
worse, if deserted by us. If such persons are attacked by sickness, 
become penitent for their offences, and anxiously desire the communion, 
they should certainly be assisted." 

Yet by the Christian prudence manifested in the rest of his conduct, 
where he understood how to unite mildness with energy; by instruc
tions and friendly paternal representations, winning over the better 
disposed among the confessors; by the firmness with which he main
tained his ground against the presbyters who were so obstinate in their 
opposition; by the love and esteem in which he stood with the majority 
of the church, the bishop Cyprian seemed to have succeeded in restoring 
tranquillity at Carthage, and he was rejoicing in the hope, as the Decian 
persecution began to wane in its violence, of returning back to the 
church from which he had been painfully separated for a year, and of 
being able to celebrate with his flock the Easter of the year 251. But 
ere his hopes could be realized, he had to learn that the intrigues of 
the opposite party were too deeply laid, and too closely and firmly in
terwoven, to admit of being so easily destroyed. The fire which was 
smouldering on in secret, wanted but a favorable occasion to break 
forth into an open flame. This occasion Cyprian himself presented by 
the exercise of his episcopal power in an important matter. 

Before he returned to his church, he had sent two bishops and two 
presbyters, as his deputies, with full powers to hold a visitation. They 
were to give to the poor of the church, who on account of their age or 
sickness could do nothing for their own support, so much out of the 
church treasury as might be necessary for the supply of their bodily wants. 
They were to add to the earnings of those who had a trade, but could 
not gain from it enough for their subsistence, or who wanted money to 
purchase the tools and stock necessary for their employments, or who 
had been interrupted in their business by the persecution, and were 
now wishing to commence it again, so much as might be needed in 
these several cases. Finally, they were to draw up a schedule of all 
the poor, who were to be supported out of the church funds, with a 
notice of their different ages, and of their behavior eluring the persecu
tion, in order that the bishop, whose care it was, might become accu
rately acquainted with them all, and might promote the worthy, and as 
is here particularly specified, the meek and the ltumble, to such places 
in the service of the church, as they might be found qualified to fill. 
The last of .t~?se arrangements promised the following advantages,
that. the abilIties of such persons would be suitably employed in the 
'SerVICe of the church; that they would secure for themselves an ade
quate support; and that, at the same time, a burden would be removed 
from the chu~ch funds. The qualifications to which particular attention 
was to be dIrected, namely, meeknes8 and humility, were peculiarly 
needful, during this period of ferment and uneasiness in the church, in 
tJwse who entered i~to its service, that the peace of the church might 
be restored on a solId foundation, and the first germs of division sup
pressed. The presbyterian party opposed to Cyprian may not have admit
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ted the bishop's right to order such a church visitation, or distribution of 
the church funds, on his own responsibility, and without the concurrence 
of the whole presbyterial college; or they may have disputed, at least, 
the right in Oyprian, inasmuch as they were no longer willing to own 
him as their bishop; at any rate, it would be quite contrary to their 
plans, should he successfully canoy through such an act of episcopal 
authority, which must tend to confirm his power in the church, to bind 
the church more closely to himself, and thus give strength to his party. 
At the head of the opposition in this instance appeared the deacon 
FelicissimWJ. His official character alone would give him considerable 
influence with a portion of his community, for in the church of North 
Africa as well ~s in the nearly related church of Spain,! the deacons 
had more power than they possessed in other countries. Besides, 
from circumstances of which we have no accurate knowledge, he had 
become an influential organ of his party,· thought he was entitled, 
especially, perhaps, because part of the church funds was entrusted to 
his care,2 to put in his word in a matter that concerned the application 
of the money of the church. He employed all his arts of persuasion, 
his influence and power, to excite a general spirit of determined OPP(}o 
sition to this episcopal ordinance. He declared in particular to the 
poor belonging to the church of N ovatus, over which he had been made 
deacon, that he should contrive means without fail, of providing for all 
their wants; and threatened, in case they appeared before those episc(}o 
pal commissioners, that he would never admit them to the communion 
in his church.3 This church now became the general resort of all the 

1 Concil. Illiberit. C. 77: Diaconus regens 
plebem. 

2 That in the North African church, it 
belonged to the deacons to keep and man
age the church funds, we learn from the 
49th letter of Cyprian, where it is brought 
as a charge against a deacon, that ecclesi
asticm peeuniro saerilcga fraude subtmctro 
et viduarum ae pupillorum deposita dene
gata. And this was the case not onlv in 
North Africa, but also in the churches of an 
entirely different quarter of the world; as 
\Ve learn from Origen's complaints of those 
deacons who enriched themsehoes at the ex
pense of the church. (in Mauh. T. XVI. 
C. 22:) Oi PTJ KaAcjr JlUKOVOl OlOlKOVVTer TU 
T~r It(lcAnaiar XP7;paTa, uAA' ud pev mvm 
'l/J1JAa¢cjVTCr;. aU KaAcjr De avru oIKov0ft0vv
ur, uA.A.u a~pcvovTer TOV vOflt(opcvov 11"Aoi;
Tov lCa~ xpi]para, tva 7rAovrcj(1lv U7rO TcjV 
elr AOyoV 7rTCJX(jv ouJoflivCJv, OUTOt claw ol 
ICOAAv{3raTat rpa7rc(ar XP1JpurCJv lxovrer, 
oar KaTeaTpc'l/Jcv 11 'I1Jaovr. oI~ is. with .refer
ence to this fact, that Fehclsslmus IS ac
cused of "fraudes" and "rapinre," ep. 55. 
Pecuniro commissro sibi fmudator. Similar 
charges were brought against Novatus, the 
presbyter and presiding officer of the com
munity in which Felicissimus had been ap
pointed deacon. True, these accusations 
against both, from the mouth of their ene
lIly Cyprian, cannot be considered as crcdi

20· 

h1e testimony against them. An indepen
dent application of that portion of the church 
funds which was deposited in this filial 
C'ommunitv,-an application of them which, 
with the views they entertained of their re
lation to the bilihop, they may have though~ 
themselves warranted to make, - an appli
cation suited perhaps to the objects and 
ends of their party, may have heen repre
sented hy Cyprian as embezzlement. At 
all events, the want of an impartial state
ment of the whole matter leaves it impos
sible to assert any thing here with confi
dence. 

S Every thing here depends on the cor
rect reading and interpretation of those dif
ficult words in Cyprian, ep. 38: It commi
natus, quod secum in morte," or "in monte 
non C'ommunicarent, qui nobis obtempcrare 
voluissent." According to the reading" in 
morte," the meaninl? might be either, if the 
phrase" in morte" Oe referred to Felicissi
mus, that at his own death he would not 
acknowledge them as Christian brethren, 
would pronounce them excluded. from 
church fellowship,-in other words, 'would 
never be reconciled to them; - in which 
case, however, it would be difficult to see 
how a threat of this kind could be so dread
ful a thing to the Christians at Carthage; 
or, what would be a more natural construc
tion, the phrase "in morte" being referred 
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lapsed who were unwilling to wait with patience tili the whole matter 
relating to their case could be decided. Here, without any preparation, 
they were admitted to the communion - here was the rallying point of 
all the disaffected - a circumstance which must have been attended 
with the most disastrous effects on the discipline and order of the com
munity. 

It was these troubles which induced Cyprian to defer his return to 
Carthage until after the Easter of 251. He chose this particular time, 
because he could reckon on meeting at that time the other bishops of 
North Africa, who would be there assembled at the annual synod. 
This secured to him two advantages; - united with the collective body 
of his North African colleagues, he would be enabled to take a firm 
stand against the refractory; and certain settled principles having been 
fixed upon, after mature' deliberation, by the synod, with regard to the 
proper treatment of the lapsi, he might hope that a limit would be set 
generally to the hitherto wavering practice of the North African 
church with regard to penance. In this council of the North African 
church, it was resolved to adopt a middle course between that exces
sive severity which cut off the lapsed from all hope, and a lax indul
gence in complying with their wishes; to maintain the soundness of 
church discipline, and yet not drive the lapsed to despair by an uncon
ditional refusal of absolution and re-admission to the church, whereby 
they might be led at length to abandon themselves to their lusts, or to 
sink back again into paganism. First, the different character of the 
offences should be carefully investigated,l and to all, not excepting even 
the sacrijicati, who gave evidence by their conduct of a truly penitent 
spirit, the communion was to be granted, at' least in cases of mortal 
sickness. Should such persons recover, they were not to be deprived 
of the privilege they had obtained by the grace of God, but might re
main in the fellowship of the church.2 When afterwards the persecu
tion was renewed with increased violence, another indulgence, prompted 
by Christian charity and wisdom, was conceded, namely, that the com
munion should be granted to all who had given evidence by their conduct 
of true penitence, so that they might not enter the conflict unarmed, 
but strengthened by communion with the Lord's body.s But they who 
had not given the least evidence of repentance in any... of their conduct, 

to the subject understood in "commuuica
ren:," the mcaning might be that they, at 
theIr own death, should not be admitted hv 
'tim to the fellowship of the church should 
not receive from him, as deacon whose of
fice it was to convey the conse~rated ele
ments to the sick, the communion of the 
supper. The latter interpretation gives a. 
good sense, if we bear in mind that Feli
dssimus was deacon of a partic~lar parish 
church, and that he was well agreed with 
Novatus the presbyter and pastor of this 
church, so that it was in his power to re
fuse the communion to those'who dwelt in 
this part of the diocese. An analoO'ous 
sense results, if the reading ,":in monte~' be 
adopted. In this ease, we must suppose 

that the community over which Novatu! 
and Felicissimus were placed, resided on an 
eminence in or ncar by Carthage, - and 
hence we might he reminded of the Mon
tenses, the Donatists at Rome, who were 
so called from their place of assembly, 
which was situated on a hilI. Felicissimus 
threatened to exclude those that complied 
with the requisition of Cyprian, from com
munion in this church. 

1 The different degree of guilt in the 
sacrijicati, according to the different ways 
in which ther had he en ind~eedto ,re
nounce the faIth i and so also ill the Mel· 
latici. 

2 Ep. 52. 
8 Ep. 54. 



FELICISSlMUS. 235 

and first expressed a desire for the communion when on the sick bed, 
should not then receive it, because it was not sorrow for sin, but the 
fear of approaching death which had prompted the desire, and he was 
not deserving of consolation in death, who had not thought of death till 
it was near at hand. In this explanation, it certainly is not difficult to 
perceive the truly Christian effort to fix men's attention on the nature 
of true repentance, and to warn them against the error of reposing 
confidence on the opus operatum of absolution and the communion.} 
But as we see, the synod allowed itself, by this purely' Christian inter
est, to be led into the mistake of pronouncing a sentence, too harsh and 
indiscriminate in this general form, on those who first expressed signs 
of penitence at the hour of death; for although such repentance might 
in most cases be false, resulting from mere sensuous impressions, yet in 
some cases, known only to the Omniscient, it might also be true. And 
it is clear that the synod might ha~e sccured its object without resort
ing to this unwarranted decision, by a more correct and clearer exposi
tion of the nature of absolution in relation to the forgiveness of sin, as. 
we have already explained. At this church assembly, sentence of con
demnation was passed on the party of Felicissimus; and Cyprian, 
united with the bishops of North Africa, succeeded in putting an end 
to the schism. 

It is true, the party did not at once give up their opposition. They 
sought to extend their influence in this part of the church; and several 
of the African bishops, who were at variance with their other colleagues, 
or who had been deposed for their bad conduct, united themselves to 
this party. They chose in the place of Cyprian, as bishop of Carthage, 
Fortunatus, one of the five disorderly presbyters. They sent delegates 
to Rome for the purpose of gaining over to their side this· principal 
church of the West, and there demanded a hearing of the charges 
which they had to bring against Cyprian; but they were unable to dis
solve the bond of friendship existing between the two most influential 
bishops of the West, although their clamol's excited a momentary sen
sation. In a letter expressing in a remarkable manner the spirit of the 
episcopal theocracy, - a theocracy that savored more of Judaism than 
of Christianity,2 - Cyprian urged the Roman bishop to defend against 
the schismatics the unity of the church founded on the union of the 
bishops. In the same letter, he strenuously contends also for the inde
pendence of the bishops in their own dioceses. "Since it has been 
decided by us all," he writes, "and is, moreover, just and right, that 
every man's cause should be examined into on the spot where the wrong 
has been done, and since his own part of the flock has been allotted to 
each pastor, 'which he is ,to guide and govern as one who must render to 
the Lord an account of his stewardship; those who are under our juris
diction ought not to be suffered to go where they please, and by their 
deceptions and effrontery interrupt the harmony of the united bishops, 
but they should be obliged to prosecute their causes where accusers 
and witnesses of their offences can be had." 

1 Ep. 52. 2 Ep. 55 ad Cornel. 
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It is clear even from this exhibition of the case, in which ,we have 
been able to use the reports of only one party as the sources of our in
formation, that Cyprian's conduct in -this controversy was not wholly 
free from reproach; and we should, perhaps, find still more to censure, 
were it in our power to compare together the reports (;f the opposite 
parties. In this regard, a letter of Cyprian,! addressed to one of the 
opposition, Florentius Pupianus, who having maintained a good confes
sion under the pains of torture, stood in high authority as a martyr, is 
particularly deserving of notice; for this letter is in answer to another, 
and hence we may gather from it, what Pupianus had to object against 
Oyprian. Although not free from that error of the separatist tendency 
which attaches undue importance to the subjective views and feelings, 
yet he appears to have been a pious, well-meaning man,-certainly not 
disinclined to hearken to reason. He had referred to many charges 
against Cyprian, of which we possess no further distinct information. 
He asserted that he was at a loss to say what he would not part with, 
sooner than enter into terms of fellowship with him as a bishop.2 He 
reminds him that priests should be humble, as even our Lord and his 
apostles were humble.3 

Cyprian, by virtue of a tendency of mind not uncommon in North 
Africa, was inclined to lay too great stress on unusual psychological 
phenomena, on presentiments, visions and dreams, and was thus ex
posed to many delusions. He doubtless insisted on the voice of the 
Spirit, which he pretended to have heard on these occasions, where he 
ought to have maintained his positions on rational grounds; but Pupian 
disdained these evidences.4 . 

The way in which Cyprian replied to this person was certainly not 
calculated to remove his scruples. 'Vithout entering at all into the 
matter of his opponent's charges, Cyprian continually insists on the 
same thing, - the, inviolable authority of the bishop ordained of God, 
and declares it impiety for any man to set up himself as a judge over 
the judicium Dei et Christi. He maintains that, as the bishop stands 
in fellowship with the entire church, so the church rests on the bishop; 
and whoever separates from the bishop, separates from the church.5 

His hierarchical arrogance inspired in him dreams and visions, which 
he pronounced divine revelations. He pretended that he had heard a 
divine voice, saying, "He that believes not Christ who appoints the 
priest, will be compelled to believe him when he avenges the priest." 6 

He brings in proof of the necessity of the obedience to be rendered to 
the bishop, the fact that even the bees had a queen which they obeyed, 
and rob~ers, a captain whom they followed in all things. J\foreover, 
the way m which he appeals to the testimony of Christians and pagans 

1 Ep. 69. words: Quanqnam sciam' somnia ridieula. 
2 This we gather from Cyprian's answer: et visiones ineptas videri. 

Dixisti, scrnpulum tibi esse tollendum de I) Unde scire debes, episeopum in eec1e
animo, in quem incidisti. sia esse, et eeclesiam in cpiscopo; et si quis 

8 Saeerdotes humiles esse dcberc, quia et cum episeopo non sit, in eeclesia non esse. 
Dominus et Apostoli ejus humiles fuerunt. 6 Qui Christo non credit saeerdotem fa

'.As may be inferred from Cyprian's cienti, postea. credere ineipiet, sacerdotem 
vindicanti. 
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concerning his humility, is not exactly 'suited to refute what Pupian had 
said respecting his want of that virtue.1 

When Cyprian wrote the above mentioned letter, in the year 253 
or 254, - for according to his own account he had then administered 
the episcopal office for a period of six years, - the conventicles of this 
party, where the holy supper was distributed, still remained open.2 

Pupian had reproached him also with this, that by his fault a part was 
separated from the whole community.3 Commodian, who wrote his 
Christian Admonitions at a somewhat later period, considered it still 
needful to combat this separatist tendency, which, as usually happens, 
perhaps continued to be cherished for a short time even after the occa
sion was forgotten which first called it forth. He rebukes those who 
see the motes in others' eyes, but cannot discern the beam that is in 
their own.4 

The second schism had its origin in the Roman church; and as in 
the suppression of the first, Cornelius of Rome cooperated with Cyprian 
of Carthage, so in this we see Cyprian joined with Cornelius in maintain
ing the church unity. This latter division, like the former, sprung out of 
a controversy relating to the choice of a bishop, and from the collision 
of opposite opinions respecting the proper administration of church pen
ance; but with this difference, that in the first case, the schism pro
ceeded from the laxer party, in the last, from the more rigid one. The 
immediate occasion which led to the actual outbreak of this as well as 
the other schisms, were various occurrences which took place during 
the persecution of Decius. We have already observed, that in the Ro
man church, the prevailing inclination was on the whole to the milder 
principle in regard to the matter of penance; but there was also in that 
church a more rigid party, at the head of which stood Novatian, an 
eminent presbyter, who had acquired celebrity as a theological writer. 

For the rest, we possess but scanty means of accurate information 
with regard to the character of this man, - not enough to enable us to 
form any certain conclusions as to the relation of his views on this ques
tion and of his whole conduct in this affair to the peculiar bent of his 
disposition; for the sayings of exasperated enemies, and representations 
which every where bear the marks of passionate exaggeration, are of 
course entitled to no credit. When we endeavor to separate the facts 
at bottom from the distorted and spiteful representations of Novatian's 
opponents, the following presents itself as the most probable state of the 
case. Novatian had been thrown, by fierce conflicts within, from an 
earnest frame of mind into one of those states, usually considered in 
those times as a demoniacal possession. This was for him, as it was for 

1 Rumilitatem meam ct fratres omnes ct dam eommnnicnre se credunt. 
gentiles quoque optime novunt ct diliguntj 3 Scripsi'sti quoque, quod ccclcsia nunc 
et tu quoque noveras ct diligebas, cum ad propter me portionem sui in dispenso ha
huc in ccclesia. csses ct mecum communi-' bent. 
cares. I 4 Cap 66: 

2 As Cyprian himself gives us to under Dispositum tempus venit no~tris. Pax est in orbe 
stand, when he sa.ys: Frustra. sibi bll1.ndiri Et ruina ~imul blandiente seculo premit 

Prrecipitis populi, quem in f'Chisma. mlsl~tis. cos, qui, pacem cum sacerdotibus Dei non Con~picitig stipulam cohrercntem in oculis nostris,
habentes, obrepunt ct latcnter npud quos- Et vestris in oculis non vultis cernere trabem. 
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SO many others of that period, the hard way to faith. .It was to the 
prayer of an exorcist of the Roman church, that he, - who had perhaps 
already been touched in various ways by the power of Christianity,
owed his restoration for the moment. From this violent convulsion of 
his whole being, he fell into a severe sickness, whence first resulted his 
entire and radical cure. In the course of this sickness his faith be
came established, and seeing death near at hand, he received babtism 
on the sick bed. He found in Christianity peace, rest and sanctifying 
power. As he became distinguished for stedfastness in faith, clearness 
of Christian knowledge, - of which his writings bear witness, - for a 
happy faculty of teaching and for an ardor in the pursuit of holiness, 
which afterwards led him to the ascetic life, the bishop Fabian ordained 
him presbyter, overlooking the fact that he had first made profession of 
bis faith and been baptized on the bed of sickness. The Roman clergy 
were dissatisfied, from the first, with this procedure; because they held 
to the letter of that church law, which required that no individual bap
tized on the sick bed, - no clinicus, - should receive ordination; but 
the wiser Fabian decided more according to the 8pirit than according 
to the letter of this law,l for its object was simply to exclude from the 
spiritual order those who had been induced to receive baptism without 
true repentance, conviction and knowledge, in the momentary agita.
tion excited by the fear of death. In N ovatian's case, every appre
hension of this kind was removed by his subsequent life. For a season, 
he exchanged the active life of a practical ecclesiastic for the noiseless 
seclusion of the ascetic; but afterwards, perhaps not till he had made 
up his mind to place himself at the head of a party, he was induced 
once more to resume the active duties of his office.2 • 

1 As this is expressed in the 12th canon 
of the council held at Neo Cresarea, A. D. 
314; for after it had been here declared, 
that a person baptized in sickness could not 
be consecrated as a presbyter, it was as
signed as a reason, " that such faith did not 
spring from frce conviction, but was forced," 
(ol)/C I:K. 7rpoatpe(jfWr; yap 1; 7rI.UTlr; aVTov, 
UAA' i:~ UVUYK1Jr;.) Hence too, an exception 
was made, viz. unless it might be permitted 
on account of his subsequent zeal and faith, 
(Ota T~V !leTa raVTa aVTOV mT'ovoqv KaL 
7rLUTlV: ) This exception might apply to 
Novahan. 

2 It is particularly important to compare 
here the synodal letter of Cornelius, bishop 
of Rome, to Fabius, bishop of Antioch. A 
fragment of it has been preserved by Eu
sebius, (I. VI. c. 43.) This letter deserves 
notice as illustrating that tendency of the 
church spirit to confound the outward with 
the inner life, which became, at an early 
period, so mar~edly prominent, especially 
at Rome. It IS urged as an objection 
against Novatian, that his restoration from 
a demoniaeal frenzy, (sec above,) as it was 
caned, by exorcists of the B:oman church, 
had been the means of hlS conversion. 

surely could bring no reproach on Nova
tian's character as a Christian, which be
longed simply to the means whereby he 
had been led to embrace Christianity. Not 
lcss wanting in good sense than unworthy 
of a Christian, was the reproachful lan
guage of Corneliu~, that Satan was the oc
casion of Novatian's faith, (~ye uI/JoPPTJ TOU 
'1rlurevuat yeyovev 0 uaravur;;) as if the 
works of the evil one must not often be
come subservient to the foundation and in
crcase of the kingdom of God. After his 
restoration from this demoniacal disease, it 
is objected again, that he fell into a severe 
fit of sickness, (which may be very natural
ly explained; the crisis in his whole organ
ic system, for which he was indebted to the 
restoration from that frenzy-like condition, 
was the cause of the sickness,) and that in 
the apprehension of death, he received bap
tism, but baptism only by sprinkling, as his 
condition required, (the baptismns clinico
rum not being, according to the usual prac
tice of those times, by immersion,) if it 
could be said, indeed, that such a one had 
been baptized at all. It is objected, more
over, that subsequently he received none of 
those rites which should have been bestow

Whether this were the case or not, that ed on him according to the usages of the 
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Some slight hints of Cyprian by no means suffice to prove that No
vatian, previous to his conversion, had been a stoic philosopher, and 
tbat the spirit of the stoic morality, mixing in with his Christianity, had 
produced ~hat severe tone of thinking which distinguished him on these 
matters. His principles admit of so natural an explanation from the 
sternness of his Christian character, he acted in this case so entirely in 
the spirit of a whole party of the church in his time, that there is the 
less need of attempting to derive them from some outward source, for 
which there is not the least ground of historical evidence.1 . 

Here a question arises of considerable importance, as the right an· 
Swer to it would materially assist us in forming a judgment both as to 
the matters in dispute, and as to the character of N ovatian. It is 
this, -whether his opposition was, in the first place, to Cornelius as 
bishop, or to the milder principles of church penance. According to 
the accusations of his passionate opponents, we must, indeed, suppose, 
that in the outset he was striving, from motives of ambition, after the 
episcopal dignity, and was thence induced to excite these troubles and 
throw himself at the head of a party. If it could be proved, that dur· 
ing the Decian persecution he still belonged to the milder party, it 
might in this way be made to appear probable, that he had been driven 
to those extremes by outward causes of excitement. Now the Roman 
clergy, in the time of the Decian persecution, and while they w~re 
without a bishop, sent to Cyprian, bishop of Carthage,2 a letter in 
which he was informed of their decision, that absolution ought to be 

church, - not confirmation by the hand of 
the bishop. "How then could he possibly 
have received the Holy Ghost 'I " All this is 
so wlwlly characteristic of the outwardness 
a~d passionate slavery to prejudice of the 
~Ierarchical spirit then acquiring strength 
ill the Roman church! A bishop of Rome, 
probably Fabianus, - the letter goes on to 
say,-ordained him presbyter, against the 
~ishes of the rest of the clergy. who ob
Jected to the ordination of a person who 
had been baptized by sprinkling, on a sick 
~ed. The bishop, (probably a man of more 
liberal spirit,) wished in this case to make 
an exception. Cornelius again objects to 
him, that during the persecution, he had 
shut himself up in a chamber, out of fear; 
and was unwilling to leave it, to perform 
the duties of his office in behalf of such as 
n~eded his help. When his deacons. asked 
him to do this, he turned them off WIth the 
reply, that "he was the friend of another 
philosophy." We can here, to be sure, 
!Derely conjecture what the fact at bottom 
IS, which lies under the distorted represen
tation of Cornelius's hatred. By the lrepa 
9lAOCJotpta, is to be understood, probably, 
the secluded life of the ascetic as compared 
t? that of the practical ecclesiastic. N?va
ban may have retired, for a. season, mto 
s~litude, and withdrawn himself from pub
bc occupations. This is in keeping with 
the austere character Which expresses itself 

in his principles of penitence; and he might, 
as an ascetic, too, stand in high considera
tion with the church. Novatian may have 
been wrong in this respect, that by the mis
leadings of a false ascetIcism, he forgot Chris
tian charity, and was unwilling to leave his 
spiritual quiet and solitude, to serve the 
brethren who needed his priestly offices; 
but Cornelius may have allowed himself to 
invent for his conduct on this occasion, 
another motive, inconsistent with Nova
tian's character. 

1 It is by no means clear, that Novatian's 
opponents seriously thought of deriving his 
peculiar views from any snch source as 
this. When Cyprian objects to these views, 
that they are more stoic than Christian, (ep. 
52 ad Antonian,) this naturally refers to 
their character only, and not to their ori
gin; and when he upbraids him, "Jactet se 
licet et philosophiam vel eloquentiam suam 
snperhis vocibus prredicet," the first alludes 
perhaps to the rpi{3Qv, the pallium of the 
UCJKTJTTJr;, (see the preceding note,) or to the 
fame of a distinguished dogmatic writer 
which Novatian had acqnired as author 
of the work De regula fidei, or De trinitate. 
Thus too, Cornelius speaks of him in the 
above cited letter, as OVTOr; 0 oOYflarlrrr1Jr;, 
orr,r; lKKATJCJ,aCJTlK1;r; e-rrurrTlflTJr; inrepa(f'Tr'· 
(frilr;. 

2 Ep. 31. 
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granted at the extremity of death to all lapsed persons who manifested 
true penitence; -a decision at variance with the principles of the more 
rigid party, according to which all who had been convicted of peccata 
mortalia should be unconditionally excluded from church absolution. 
And yet, according to Cyprian's testimony, this letter was composed by 
Novatian.1 But even if Cyprian's account be entirely correct, yet 
from a letter setting forth the common decision of a college of presby
ters, no certain inference can be drawn with regard to the subjective 
opinion of the individual who composed it; for nothing else needed to 
proceed from him besides the form and style of composition. It may 
be, that Novatian at this time submitted t{) the voice of the majority, 
which he afterwards felt himself bound to oppose. By the same letter, 
in fact, notice was also given, that a settled decision on these contro
verted matters should finally be made, at the restoration of peace, and 
after a new bishop had been chosen. N ovatian, although himself in
clined to the severer principles~ might the more readily yield for the 
moment, in the hope of being able to succeed, when the matter should 
be discussed preparatory to the final decision, in procuring an authori
tative sanction of his own principles. In the same letter, too, he ex
presses himself doubtfully enough with regard to the significancy of the 
absolution imparted in such cases, -" God only knows," he says, " how 
he will dispose of such, and by what rule he will judge them;" 2 lan
guage which intimates the writer's own opinion, that absolution could 
not with propriety be granted to such persons; that they should only 
be recommended to the divine mercy, and the decision of their fate 
left with God; although we would not deny that one might express 
himself thus from the position of the milder party, in the consciousness 
of the deceptive nature of all outward signs of penitence.3 If Novatian 
generally performed at this time the function of secretary to the Roman 
church,4 he must be considered as the writer also of a somewhat earlier 
letter,5 composed in the name of the Roman clergy, in which the same 
principles are expressed as in the second. Supposing this to be so, then 
what we have just said respecting the relation of the writer's own opin
ions to the views expressed in the communication of a public body, must 
be 'applied also to this letter.6 It was never objected to Novatian, that 

1 He says, for instance, ep. 52, of this let
ter: Novatiano tunc scribente et quod scrip
serat, sua voce recitante. 

2 Deo ipso scicnte, quid de talibus faciat 
et qualiter jud~cii sui examinet pondera. 

8 ~ce .Cy~nan, ~p. 52: Si nos aliquis 
premtcn.tlre slmulab?ne deluserit, Deus, qui 
non dendetur, et qUI cor hominis intuetur 
de his qure nos minus perspeximus, judicet: 
ct servorum suorum sententiam Dominus 
emendet. 
_ 4, Which, however,. cannot be certainly 
mferred from the testImony of Cyprian al
ready cited. For it is left doubtful. wh~th
er it was by a mere accident that Novatian 
composed that letter, or whether he wrote 
it in his official capacity. We must allow 
it, however, to be not improbable, that the 

theological author, in a church where learn
ing and talent for composition were not so 
common, would be made the church secre
tary. 

6 The letter we have cited already at page 
134, note 1, and page 226, note 1. 

6 In this letter, too, the suhjective opinion 
of the writer may gleam through the lan
guaO'e, where he speaks of the admonitions 
give~ to the fallen: "Ipsos cohortati sumns 
et hortamur, agere pamitentiam, si quo 
modo indulgentiam poterunt recipere ab eo 
qui potest prrestare," - though the words 
do not necessarily express as much. In the 
severity of tone with which this letter speaks 
of those bishops that forsook their commu
nities, we might likewise recognize the sen
timeuts of the more rigid Novatian. 



ms SCmSM FOSTERED BY NOVATUS. 241 

his later views contddicted the convictions he had earlier expressed; 
and it admits of being easily explained, how it should happen that the 
opposition of the more rigid party did not assume a bolder form until 
the close of the persecution, when the deliberations respecting the 
treatment of the lapsi commenced, and when the milder party obtained 
a leader in the person of their bishop Cornelius. We have the less 
reason to doubt, that it was his zeal for the more rigid principles 
which inspired N ovatian from the first, because they accorded so perp 

fectly with his character. The accusations of his opponents should not 
be suffered to embarrass us; for it is the usual way with the logical 
polemics, to trace schisms and heresies to some outward, unhallowed 
motive, even where there is no evidence at all that any such motive 
has existed.' Novatian had on some occasion solemnly declared, after 
the Roman bishopric was vacated by the death of Fabian, that he would 
not be a candidate for the episcopal dignity - an office to which perp 

haps, on account of the high respect entertained for him, as an ascetic 
and a divine, by a large portion of the community, he might easily have 
attained. But he said he had no longing for that office. We have no 
reason, with' the bishop Cornelius, to accuse N ovatian in this case of 
falsehood. He could say this with perfect sincerity; he, the quiet, 
loving ascetic, the theologian glad to be left undisturbed to his dog
matic speculations, surely had no wish to burden himself with an office 
so overwhelmed with cares as that of a Roman bishop had already be
come. . Cornelius knows, indeed, that he secretly aspired after the 
episcopal dignity; but. whence had Cornelius the faculty to penetrate 
thus into the secret feelings and inmost recesses of his opponent's 
heart? Cyprian himself intimates, that a party strife concerv:ing prin
ciples, in the outset wholly objective, had preceded; and it was not 
until this dispute made a schism inevitable, that the opposite party set 
up another bishop, as their chief, against Cornelius.! Inspired by his 
ascetic zeal, N ovatian was only contending for what he conceived to be 
the purity of the church, and against the decline of discipline, without 
wishing or seeking for anything besides. Settled in his own convic
tions, zealous in the defence of them, but averse, by natural disposition, 
to everything that savored of a boisterous outward activity, he was, 
against his own will, made the head of a party by those who agreed 
with him in principles, and compelled by them to assume the episcopal 
dignity. In this regard, he could say with truth, in his. letter to Dio
nysius bishop of Alexandria, " that he had been hurried on against his 
will." 2 

The man who, properly, was the moving 80ul of this party, and 
to whose influence, doubtless, it was owing, that they broke entirely 
with Cornelius and created another bishop for themselves, came from 
a different quarter. Novatus, the Carthagenian presbyter, who had 
been the chief instigator of the troubles in the church of North Africa, 
had left that country, when Cyprian gained the ascendancy; whether 

1 Cyprian, ep. 42: Diversre partis obsti et in pejus rEcrudescente discurdia, qnscopum 
nata et inflexibilis I?ertinacia non tantum sibi constituit. 
Jnatris sinum recusavlt; sed etiam, gliscente 2 ·On UKCJV iJ:rfT1J. Euseb.I. VI. c. 46. 

VOL. I. 21 
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it was, that he no longer agreed with the principles of Felicissimus, 
and yet could not be reconciled to Cyprian, and would not have him for 
his bishop, or whether it was only the failu.re of his intrigues against 
Cyprian, that induced him to this step. He had betaken himself to 
Rome, where he found those disputes already existing in the bud. His 
temperament did not allow him to lie idle and neutral where strife and 
agitation were going OIl. According to the principles which, in common 
with the other four presbyters and Felicissimus, he had advocated at 
Carthage, he ought to have leaned to the cause of Cornelius.1 But 
whether he had now undergone a radical change in his views on the 
matters in dispute, either through the influence of Novatian, his supe
rior as a theoretical theologian, or in consequence of his ardent temper
ament, so ready to fly from one extreme to another; or whether he took 
no interest in the real object of the dispute, either at Carthage or at 
Rome, but was only, in his way, everywhere a friend to the party in 
opposition; whether he was inclined to espouse the cause of that party 
which had no bishop at its head, or whether he hated Cornelius for 
other reasons - it suffices to know, that N ovatus enlisted warmly in the 
contest for the principles of N ovatian. He was the man, wherever he 
might be, at Carthage or at Rome, to become the moving spring of 
agitation, although he placed some one else at the head and caused 
every thing to move under the name of the latter. Thus may it have 
been through his active influence, that the schism became more decided 
in its character, and that N ovatian was forced by his party to place 
himself, as bishop, in opposition to Cornelius. . 

As to the latter, he had been governed, in his treatment of those 
who had fallen during the persecution of Decius, by the milder princi
ples of the church. He had received many to church fellowship, who 
were accused, at least by the other party, of being samficati. It was 
laid to his account, by N ovatian and his followe:r:s, that he had polluted 
the church by the· admission of the unclean; and on both sides, great 
liberties were taken in ascribing the actions of the opposite party to se
cret motives, calculated to place them in the most unfavorable light. 
As Cornelius pretended to believe. that N ovatian acted under the im
pulse of an ambitious longing after the episcopal dignity, so a part at 
least of Novatian's followers attributed the mildness of Cornelius towards 
others to the consciousness of similar guilt in himself, for he, as they 
affirmed, was a libellaticus.2 Both parties sought, as usual in such 
cases of dispute, to secure on their own side the verdict of the great 
metropolitan churches at Alexandria, Antioch and Carthage, and both 
sent delegates to those communities. The zeal shown by N ovatian for 

1 Mosheim defends Novatian against the in favor of his opinion is, that Cyprian, who 
reproach of contradicting himself by re hunted up every possible charge against 
calling the fact, that Novatian was 'not one Novatian, yet never accnses him, even when 
of those five presbyters, and that he agreed he had occasion for so doing, of self-contra
with these and with Felicissimus not in diction. But it may be conceived, that 
every respect, but only in their opposition Cyprian was loth to touch on this point, 
to Cyprian. But the evidence above cited because he had reason to fear a reton on 
stands in the way of this assertion. The account of his own cbange of principles.
strongest argument which Mosheim brings 2 Cyprian, ep. 52. 

http:failu.re
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the strictness of church discipline 1,1nd the purity of Christian conduct, 
to the honesty of which zeal his own life bore testimony, and the author
ity of certain confessors united with him in the beginning, procured for 
his delegates a favorable reception. One bishop, Fabius of Antioch, 
was even on the point of deciding in his favor. Dionysius, bishop of 
Alexandria, a mild; prudent, libcral minded man, was opposed to the 
N ovatian principles from the first; but he began with trying by 
friendly persuasions to prevail on N ovatian to submit. He wrote in 
reply to his application,l "If you have been urged on, as you say, 
against your own will, you will prove this by voluntarily turning about; 
for there is nothing you ought not to be willing to suffer rather than 
crea.te a schism in the church of God. And martyrdom incurred for 
the sake of preventing such a schism would be not less glorious, than 
martyrdom to avoid being an idolater; nay, it would, in my opinion, 
be a nobler act, - for in the one case, you become a martyr for the 
peace of your own soul, in the other, for the good of the entire churc~. 
If, then, you should now, either by persuasion or by constraint, restore 
the brethren to unanimity, the good you would thus effect would exceed 
tho evil which you have occasioned. The latter would not be charged 
to your account, and the former would redound to your praise. But 
should they refuse to follow you, and the affair prove impracticable, 
hasten at least to deliver your own soul. Follow after peace; and I 
bid you farewell in the Lord." But Novatian was too firmly set in his 
opinions, and too far carried away by his polemic zeal, to listen to such 
representations as these. The amiable Dionysius, therefore, now de
clared. more decidedly against him, and used his influence also to draw 
away others from his party. lIe accused him of promulgating the most 
mischievous doctrines concerning God, and of misrepresenting the com
passionate Saviour as an unmerciful being.2 

Novatian might now rely with the more confidence on finding support 
in North Africa, because Cyprian had himself been hitherto inclined 
to favor similar principles on the matter of penitence. But meanwhile 
Cyprian, as we have already observed, had changed his views and his 
line of conduct, thus bringing upon himself the charge of inconsistency 
and fickleness of mind.3 At the same time, he looked upon Novatian 
as a disturber of the church unity, who set up himself against a bishop 
regularly chosen and appointed by God himself, and who would prescribe 
his own peculiar principles as laws for the entire church. 

The controversy with the Novatian party turned upon two general 
points; one relating to the principles of penitence, the other to the 
question, what constitutes the idea and essence of a true church? In 
respect to the first point of dispute, N ovatian had been often unjustly 
accused of maintaining, that no person, having once violated his baptis
mal vows, can ever obtain forgiveness of sin, - he is certainly exposed 
to eternal damnation. But first, N ovatian by no means maintained 
that a Christian is a perfect saint; he spoke here not of all sins, but 

1 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 46. f11JICo!paVTOVVTt. 
2 Euseb. 1. VII. c. 8: Tov XPTJUToTa'rov 8 Ep. 52: Ne me aliquis existimet, a pro

ICVPLOV i;pCw 'IlJuovV XptUToV, tJr aVlJAeij posito mco leviter recessisse. 
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assuming as valid the above-mentioned distinction between "peccata 
venialia" and" peccata mortalia," he was treating only of the latter. 
Again, he was speaking by no means of the divine forgiveness of sin, 
but only of the church tribunal, of absolution by the church. The 
church, he would say, has no right to grant absolution to a person who, 
by any mortal sin, has trifled away the pardon obtained for him by 
Christ, and appropriated to him by baptism. No counsel of God, touch
ing the case of such persons, has been revealed; for the forgiveness of 
sin, which the gospel assures us of, relates only to sins committed be.. 
fore baptism. We ought doubtless to be interested for such fallen 
brethren, but nothing can be done for them save to exhort them to 
repent, and to commend them to Hod's mercy. "The sacrificati," 
Novatian wrote,! "must not be received to the communion; they should 
only be exhorted to repentance, - the forgiveness of their sins must be 
left to that God, who alone has power to forgive sin." That this was 
Novatian's doctrine, even Cyprian, -though in the heat of controversy 
he was not always mindful of it,-evidently presupposes, when he says,:d 
" Oh, what mockery of the deceived brethren, what empty cheating of 
those afRicted, unhappy men, - to exhort them to a repentance where
by they are to satisfy God, and yet deprive them of the salvation which 
they were to obtain by this satisfaction! To say to your brother,
mourn, weep tears, sigh day and night, abound in good works, 80 thou 
mayst wash away thy sins, but after all thou shalt die without the 
church. Thou must do all that serves to obtain peace; but the peace 
thou seekest; thou shalt not obtain! Who would not give up at once? 
Who would not sink 'in very despair? Think you, the husbandman 
could labor, were it said to him, 'Bestow all diligence and care on the 
culture of your fields, but you shall reap no harvest?'" It must be 
allowed that Cyprian, even in what he says here, does not enter enough 
into his opponent's train of thought, and is not entirely fair towards him. 
For it was, by no means, Novatian's doctrine, that all the efforts of a. 
person, doing penance in this sense, were to no purpose. He main
tained only, that the church was not warranted to announce to him the 
forgiveness of sin, which was sought and which divine grace might 
bestow. 

As we see from Novatian's declaration in the passage just quoted 
from Socrates, the question in this controversy related, in the outset, 
only to one of those offences reckoned among the peccata mortalia, only 
to acts involving the denial of Christianity. On the supposition that 
Novatian was at first so severe only against tlds class of offences, Cy
prian was right in attacking the standard of the whole moral judgment 
which must lie at the basis of this mode of procedure, - in combatting 
the notion, that barely such offences were to be denominated sins 
against God,. denial of God, denial of Christianity; as if every sin were 
not a sin agamst God, a practical denial of God, and of Christianity. 
" It must be allowed," says Cyprian,s" the sin of an adulterer and de
ceiver is more aggravated than that of the libellatici; for the latter 

1 Vid. Socrat. 1. IV. c. 28. 2 Ep. 52. 8Ep.52. 
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have fallen into sin by yielding to force, under the wrong impression 
that it is enough merely not to have sacrificed, while the former sins 
out of free choice. Adulterers and deceivers, according to the apostle 
Paul, Eph. 5: 5, are as idolaters." "For since our bodies are the 
members of Christ, and each of us is a temple of God, whoever by adul
tery violates God's temple, offends God himself; and whoever in com
mitting sin does the will of the devil, serves evil spirits and false gods : 
for evil works proceed not from the Holy Spirit, but from the instigations 
of the adversary, and evil desires proceeding from the unclean spirit 
impel men to act against God and to serve Satan." 

But later, at least, the Novatian party applied their principle avow
edly to the entire class of" mortal sins ;" which application Novatian 
himself most probably had in mind from the beginning, though the im
mediate turn of the controversy led him to speak of one description 
only of mortal sins. The ascetic was assuredly not disposed to treat 
sins of voluptuousness with too much indulgence. 

Again, Novatian speaks, in the passage from Socrates, of those only 
who had sacrificed. But if Cyprian does not misrepresent Novatian, 
the latter, in the outset at least, must, with great injustice, have placed 
in the same category, all who had in any way proved unfaithful under 
the persecution, as welllibellatici as sacrificati, without respect to the 
different gradations of guilt, or to the different circumstances that ac
companied it; and utterly refused absolution to alllibellatici as well as 
sacrificati, without considering how many of the libellatics were guilty 
rather of an error and mistake of the understanding, than of an actual 
sin. 

There is beautifully expressed, in the manner in which Cyprian com
batted these principles of Novatian,l the loving, paternal heart of the 
pious shepherd, following his :Master's example - the animating spirit 
of Christian charity and Christian sympathy. Having supposed the 
case, that many a libellatic, whose conscience reproved him of no crime, 
might be tempted, in despair, to tear himself away, with his family, 
from the church, and seek admission into some heretical sect, he ob
serves-" At the day of jud~ent, it will be laid to our charge that we 
took no care of the wounded sheep, and on account of one that was 
diseased, left many sound ones to perish; that while our Lord left the 
ninety and nine whole sheep, and went after the one that had wandered 
and become weary, and when he had found it, brought it away himself 
on his shoulders, we not only do not seek after the fallen, but even 
reject them when they return to us." He contrasts with this severity 
several passages from the apostle Paul, (1 Corinth. 9: 22, -12: 26, 
-10: 33, etc.) and then adds, "The case stands differently with the 
philosophers and stoics, who say aU sins are alike, and that a sound 
man should not easily be brought to bend. But the difference is wide 
betwixt philosophers and Christians. Weare bound to keep aloof from 
what proceeds, not from God's grace, but from the pride of a severe 
philosophy. Our Lord says, in his gospel,' Be ye merciful, even as 

1 Ep. 52. 
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your Father is merciful;' and 'the whole need not a physician, but 
the sick;' but such a physic an he cannot be, who says, I take care only 
of the sound who need no physician. Behold, yonder lies thy brother, 
wounded in battle by his enemy. On the one hand, Satan is trying to 
destroy him whom he has wounded; on the other, Christ exhorts us 
not to leave him to perish, whom he has redeemed. Which cause do 
we espouse; on whose side do we stand? Do we help the devil finish 
his work of destruction? Do we, like the priest and the Levite in the 
gospel, pass by our brother lying half dead? Or do we, like the priests 
of God and of Christ, following Christ's precepts and example, snatch 
the wounded man from the grasp of his enemy; that having done every 
thing for his salvation, we may leave the final decision of his case to the 
judgment of God ?" 1 

Beautifully and truly said as all this was, in opposition to the 8pirit 
of Novatianism, yet Novatian's principles could neither be touched nor 
refuted by it. N ovatian too declared that the fallen brethren must be 
cared for, and exhorted to repentance. He too acknowledged God's 
mercy towards sinners, and allowed it right to recommend the fallen to 
that mercy; but that men could once more surely announce to them 
that forgiveness of sins they had trifled away, this he was unwilling to 
concede, because he could find no objective ground for such confidence. 
Hence, the only way in which he could be substantially refuted, was to 
point out such an objective ground of confidence for all sinners,
namely, in the merits of Christ, which the sinner needed ever but to 
appropriate to himself in believing penitence and believing trust, when 
the true relation was unfolded between the objective and subjective in 
justification and regeneration. But on this point, Novatian's opponents 
themselves had not the clearest views; - for though, in opposing his 
principles, they did sometimes refer, indeed, to 1 John 2: 1, 2, yet in 
so doing, they expressed themselves as if the forgiveness of sin obtained 
by Christ, related properly to those sins alone which had been commit;. 
ted before baptism; and as if in respect to sins committed afterwards, 
there was need of a new and special satisfaction by good works. This 
position once taken, N ovatian might fairly ask, who can vouch for it, 
that such a satisfaction will suffice? 

With regard to the second main point of the controversy,2 the idea 
of the church, N ovatian maintained, that one of the essential marks of 
a true church being purity and holiness, every church which, neglect
ing the right exercise of church discipline, tolerated in its bosom, or re· 
ad~itted ii? its communion, such persons as, by gross sins, have broken 
therr baptIsmal vow, ceased by that very act to be a true Christian 
church, and forfeited all the rights and privileges of such a church. 

1 Ut curatum Deo judici reservemus' the latter part of the fourth century, con· 
upon the supposition, that is, that absolu~ cisely expressed the two main positions of 
tion cannot forestall God's judO'ment but Novatian in these words: "Quod mortale 
remains valid at the divine tribunal 'only peccatum ecclesia donare non possit, immo 
when God, who tries the secrets of the quod ipsa pereat recipiendo peccantes."
heart, finds the temper of the mante 'cor Ep. III. contra N(lv~t.i'l'!L 0,,\1-0, bihL 
respond with this absolution. patr. T. VII. 

2 Pacianus, of Barcelona, who wrote in 



·SCHISM OF NOVATIANUS. 247 

Hence the N ovatianists, as they held themselves to be alone the pure, 
immaculate church, called themselves" ol Ka{fapol," the Pure. It was 
rightly urged against N ovatian, that individuals could be accountable 
and punishable only for their own sins, and not for the sins of others in 
which they had no share; that it was only the inner fellowship with 
sinners by the disposition of the heart, not outward companionship with 
them, . that tended necessarily to contaminate; and that it was a mere 
assumption of human pride, to pretend to the exercise here below of 
that judicial power of separation between the true and false members 
of the church, which the Lord has reserved in his own hands. On this 
point, Oyprian finely remarks, " Though the tares appear to exist in the 
church, this should not disturb our faith or our love so far as to lead us 
to separate ourselves from the church itself, because there are tares in 
it. We should see to it, that we ourselves belong to the wheat, so that 
when the grain is gathered into our Lord's garner, we may receive the 
reward of our work. The apostle says, 'in a great house, there are not 
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
Some to honor and some to dishonor.' Let us labor with all diligence, 
that we may be vessels of gold or of silver. To dash the earthen ves
sel in pieces, belongs to the Lord alone, to whom is also given the rod 
of iron. The servant cannot be greater than his Master; and no man 
may arrogate to himself what the Father has given only to his Son; 
nor suppose himself able to wield the fan to winnow and cleanse the 
floor; or of separating, by mere human judgment, every tare from the 
wheat." 

But after all, it was impossible in this direction to find the real point 
at issue for the confutation of Novatianism; rather, Novatian and his 
opponents were here involved in the same fundamental error and dif
fered only in their application of it. It was the fundamental error of 
confoundinO' the notions of the visible and the invisible church. Hence 
was it, thatN ovatian, transferring the predicate of purity and unspot
ted holiness, which belongs to the invisible church, the community of 
the saints as such, to the visible form in which the invisible church 
appears, drew the conclusion, that every community which suffered un
clean members to remain in it, ceased to be any longer a true church. 
The same error of conceiving the church as something wholly outward, 
which lies at the bottom of Novatian's false application of the predicates 
belonging to the notion of the church, is also betrayed when he main
~ains that a person is made impure by outward connection with the 
Impure in the same church fellowship. But the opponents of Novatian, 
who started with the same fundamental error, differ from him only by 
laying at the basis of their speculations the notion of the church as me
diated by the succession of bishops, and then deriving the predicates 
of purity and holiness from that notion. The church transmitted and 
propagated by the succession of bishops was, in their view, as such, a 
pure and holy one. N ovatian, on the other hand, laid at the basis of 
his theory, the visible church as a pure and holy one, and this was, in 
his view, the condition of the truly catholic church. The catholio 
church, transmitted by the succession of bishops, ceases, in his opinio~ 
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to be a truly catholic one, as soon as it becomes stained and desecrated 
through the fellowship of unworthy men. The more objective or sub. 
jective tendency made all the difference between the two parties, in 
their application of the same fundamental principle. 

Now, instead of distinguishing different applications of the notion of 
the church, Cyprian is contented to distinguish simply a twofold con
dition of one and the same church, its condition on earth and its condi
tion in glory, where the separation has been made complete by the final 
judgment. Entangled in this fundamental error of confounding Out
ward things with Inner, it came about on a subsequent occasion, when 
the controversy with N ovatianism was no longer before his mind, that 
he approached very nearly himself to the N ovatian principles, declaring 
to certain Spanish communities,l that by tolerating unworthy priests 
they would be defiled themselves; that they who remained in union 
with sinners would become themselves partakers of their sins.2 

Out of this controversy too, the catholic church system, so finnly 
established and exactly compacted in all its parts, came forth victorious; 
and the N ovatianists continued to linger along in the following centuries 
only as an insulated and insignificant sect. 

1 Ep. 69. lictorum fieri, qui fuerint delinquentibus 
2 Consortes et participes alienorum de- copulati. 



SECTION THIRD. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CHRISTIAN WQRSmp. 

Ohristian Life. 

Christianity, since it first entered into human nature, has operated, 
,;herever it has struck root, with the same divine power for sanctific~ 
bon; and this divine power cannot be weakened by the lapse of ages .. 
In this respect, therefore, the period of the first appearance of Chris
tianity could have no advantage over any of the following ages of tIle 
Christian church. There was but one peculiarity of this first period, 
~iz. that the change "i'rought by Christianity, in the consciousness and 
hfe of those in whom it was produced, could not fail to be more strongly 
marked by the contrast it presented with what they had previously 
been, as pagans; -and so the Apostle Paul, in writing to Christians 
converted from Paganism, reminds them of what they once were, when 
th~y walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
SpIrit that was then working in the children of disobedience - and 
after enumerating some of the prevailing vices of the corrupt pagan 
world, says to them, "and such were some of you; but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of God." Teachers of the church, who had been 
pagans, frequently appeal to such experiences of which they themselves 
h.ad been the subjects. Thus Cyprian, under the first glow of conver
SIOn, witnesses of it.! "Receive from me, what must be felt ere it is 
learned, what is not gathered from a course of long continued study, 
~ut seized at once, by the shorter method of grace. While I was lying 
~n darkness and blind night, tossed about by the waves of the ,~orld, 
Ignorant of the way of life, estranged from the truth and from the lIght; 
what divine mercy promised for my salvation, seemed to me, in my 
then state of mind, a hard and impracticable thing; - that a man 
should be born again, and casting off his former self, while his bodily 
nature remained the same, become in soul and disposition, another man. 
~ow, said I, can such a change be possible; that what is so deep-rooted 
wIthin should be extirpated at once? Entangled in the many errors 
of my earlier life, from which I could see no deliverance, I abandoned 
myself to my besetting sins, and despairing of amendment, nurtured 
the evil within me as if it belonged to my nature. But when, after the 
stains of my former life had been washed away by the water of regen· 
er~tion, light from on high was shed abroad in a heart now freed from 
guilt, made clear and pure; when I breathed the spirit of heaven, and 

1 Ad Donat. 
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was changed by the second birth into a new man, all my doubts were, 
at once, strangely resolved. That lay open, which had been shut to 
me; that was light, where I had seen nothing but darkness; that be
came easy, which was before difficult; practicable, which before seemed 
impossible; so that I could understand how it was that, being born in 
the flesh, I lived subject to sin -- a worldly life, but the life I had now 
begun to live, was the commencement of a life from God, of a life 
quickened by the Holy Spirit. From God, from God, I repeat, pro
ceeds all we can now do; from Him we derive our life and our power." 
'Justin Martyr describes thus the change produced in Christians: 1 

" We, who were once slaves of lust, now have delight only in purity of 
morals; we, who once practised arts of magic, have consecrated our
selves to the Eternal and Good God; we, who once prized gain above 
all things, give even what we have to the common use, and share it 
with such as are in need; we, who once hated and murdered one anoth
er, who on account of differences of customs would have no common 
hearth with strangers, do now, since the appearance of Christ, live 
together with them; we pray for our enemies; we seek to convince those 
that hate us without cause, so that they may order their lives according 
to Christ's glorious doctrine and attain to the joyful hope of receiving 
like blessings with us from God, the Lord of all." Origen appeals to 
the effects wrought by Christianity in the communities scattered through 
the world, as evidence of the truth of the evangelical history. " The 
work of Jesus," he says,2 "reveals itself among all mankind, where 
communities of God, founded by Jesus, exist, which ,are compQsed of 
men reclaimed from a thousand vices; and to this day the name of 
Jesus produces a wonderful mildness, decency of manners, humanity, 
goodness and gentleness in those who embrace the faith in the doctrines 
of God and Christ, and of the judgment to come, not hypocritically, for 
the sake of worldly advantage and human ends, but in sincerity and 
truth." 

As the contrast of Christianity with paganism - which is none other 
than that of the old with the new man - was strongly marked in com
paring different periods of the life of the same individual, so was it also, 
in comparing the Christian life with the pagan, as a whole; for the 
opposition now stood forth open and undisguised; since paganism needed 
not as yet to hide itself under any foreign guise. To this contrast, 
Origen referred, when he said, " The Christian communities, compared 
with those among whom they dwell, are as lights in the world." 3 

The inducements to a mere outward Christianity that presented 
themse~ves in later times, - the worldly advantages connected with the 
px:ofesslOn of Christianity as the state religion; custom, which leads men 
WIthout any special reasons or inward call in their own minds to abide 
by the religion of their fathers, - all this, in the period of which we 

1 Apolog. II. xpE;a~ lLln9p(,)1rt1,a~ V1rOKptvapevotr, UAAcl 
2 c. Cels. 1. I. § 67: 'Ep1rotd de ~avpa- 1rapadE~apevotr YV1J l1tWr T~V 1rep~ ~eo;; /Cal 

atav 1rpaoT1JTa Ka2 KaTaaToA~v TOV iJiTovr Xptl1Toii Ka2 Titr ll10!lev1J~ Kpil1EWf MyOV. 
lCa2 ¢tAaviTpw1riav Ka2 XP1J l1TOT1/Ta KaL ~fle- 8 c. Cels. 1. III. c. 29. 
pOT1lTa tv Toir Ll" Ota Ta {JtWTlKa " Tevar 
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" 
treat-especially the early part of it-could effect nothing for the 
advantage of Christianity. The majority forsook a religion recom
mended to· them by education, by the reverence for antiquity, by the 
force of custom, by the worldly benefits connected with its observance, 
for one which had again8t it, everything that favored the other, and 
which from the very outset required of them many sacrifices, and ex
posed them to many dangers and sufferings. 

Still one must be very slightly versed in human nature to believe 
that in any period whatever, there could be a total absence of the 
causes that tend to produce a conscious or unconscious hypocrisy in the 
reception of Christianity. Even in this period many such inducements 
were at hand, particularly in those longer intervals of peace, which the 
church occasionally enjoyed. Says Origen -"There was always a great 
diversity among those who sought Jesus, since all did not seek him in 
the genuine way, for the sake of their own salvation, and to receive 
advantage from Him. There were those that sought Jesus from vari
ous improper ~otives; whence it was, too, that they alone found peace 
with Him, who sought Him in the right way- of whom it may with 
propriety be said, that they sought Him as the Word which was in the 
beginning and was with God, and for the purpose of obtaining from him 
fellowship with the Father." 1 The charitableness of the Christians 
offered to many a strong temptation to unite themselves to the Chris
tian community, without having become Christians by conviction and in 
the temper of their minds; as is evident from the passage before cited 
from Origen; and Clemens of Alexandria, too, speaks of those who 
hypocritically adopted the Christian profession for the sake of temporal 
advantages.2 

But besides these pretended Christians, !here would be some even 
among those within whose hearts some seed of the gospel had been 
lodged, whose case would be represented by our Lord's parable of the 
Sower. It was not in every heart where the seed fell, that it found the 
congenial soil in which it would spring up immediately and bring forth 
fruit. In this period, as at all times, there would be those who had 
been for a moment touched by the power of truth, but who, neglecting 
to follow up the impressions they had received, proved faithless to the 
truth, instead of consecrating to it their whole life; or who, wishing to 
serve at one and the sarme time God and the world, soon became once 
~ore completely enslaved. to the worl.d. 'Vboever failed to watch over 
his Own heart, whoever failed of seekmg earnestly and constantly, with 
fear and trembling, under the guidance of the divine Spirit, to distin~ 
guish and separate in his inmost being what was of the Spirit from what 
Was of the world, exposed himself to the same causes of dangerous self
de~eption and consequently to the same fall, as Christians were liable 
to lU other times. There are general sources of self-deception having 
their seat in human nature itself, to which general sources all particular 

1 Orig. '1', XIX. in Job. § 3: EICf2 yap rwv .ICOCf,,;ICWv 7rpOCfTlaC1lV, ICOlV(JvlICOVr TcJv 
lta2 ICaTa flvpiar U7r07r£7rT(JlCvlar roii ICaAoii E7rlT1/c5£L(JV flaiJ6vT£r TOVr K.aiJwCflwpivOVr 
'trPoiJiCfetr (1/Toiivrer TOV 'I1/Cfoiiv. T'iJ XPlCfT'iJ. 

II Stromat. I. f. 272: MeraATp/J£lJf Xap'v 
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forms of it may be ultimately referred, and these manifest themselves 
outwardly in different ways according to different circumstances. There 
are also particular sources of self-deception, belonging to different ages 
of the world., Everything in fact without us, even what in itself con
sidered may be for man's highest ad vantage, is yet capable, if the true 
light has not risen within him, or if he does not watch over his own 
heart, of proving only an occasion of self-decep~ion. Of nothing out
ward, no situation, relations, or circumstances, can it be unconditionally 
affirmed, that by these means vital Ohristianity must necessarily be 
promoted. That which may promote it in one man, may to another, 
who uses it otherwise than he ought, prove the occasion of his fall. 

The contrast between Christianity and paganism, which was' so 
strongly marked in the life, contributed to preserve the Christian con
sciousness and life more pure, and to guard it against many a debasing 
mixture. But here, also, what proved to some the means of awaken
ing many Christian virtues, and in general served to promote the Chris
tian ·temper of mind, became to others a source of self-deception; - to 
those, namely, who fancied that by a stern rejection of every thing 
pagan, they had quite satisfied the requisitions of Christianity, and made 
out of this an opus operatum; - when they were thus led to. conceive 
of the warfare with the world in too outward a sense, and on this account 
the more easily overlooked the inner conflict with the inward world; 
and spiritual pride, uncharitable fanaticism fastened at the root of their 
religion. . 

Many among the number who had been led along to Christianity by 
a profound sense of religious need, fell into a mistake, which hindered 
them from rightly approppating to themselves the gospel, and from 
giving themselves up to its divine, intrinsic power. The longing after 
reconciliation with God and the forgiveness of sin often lay, in truth, 
as we have seen already, at the root of the superstition of this period; 
but this longing remained covered under a grossly material form. A 
craving of this sort met with eagerness the annunciation of a Redeemer, 
the promise of the cleansing away of all sin by means of baptism;

. but this was the very source, too, of the delusion which led to the mis
apprehension- say rather the crass, material apprehension of what 
Christianity proposed. Such persons sought in Christ, not a Saviour 
from sin, but the bestower of an outward and magical annihilation of 
sin. Bringing their pagan notions over with them into Christianity, 
they were secking in baptism a magical Iustration , which could render 
them at once wholly pure. That outward view of the church and the 
8acrame~ts, of which we have spoken before, presented beyond doubt 
a convement point of support for this erroneous notion. Hence it was, 
that many ~ho meant to embrace Christianity,' delayed their baptism 
for a .long time, that they might meanwhile surrender themselves with· 
out dIstu:bance to t~eir pleasures, hoping to be made quite pure at last 
by the rIte of baptlsm. Against such delusions Tertullian thus ex
presses himself: 1 "How foolish, how wrong it is, 'to put off the duty 

1 In his book de prenitentia, c. 6: Quam adimplere et veniam delictorum sustinere, 
ineptam, quam iniquum, pamitentiam non hoc est, pretium non exhibere, ad meree
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of repentance and yet expect the pardon of sin; that· is, to hold back 
the price, and yet reach out the hand for the goods: for it has pleased 
the Lord to affix this price to the forgiveness of sin. If those that 
sell, then, first examine the money for which they offered the goods, to 
make themselves sure that it is neither worn,filed, nor counterfeit, so 
we may conceive that the Lord also first makes trial of our penitence 
before he will bestow on us the inestimable treasure of eternal life. The 
divine grace, full and free forgiveness of sin, awaits those who will come 
to baptism; but we also must do what belongs to our part, in order to 
qualify us to receive it. Thou mayst, it is true, obtain baptism easily, 
- by thy protestations deceiving him whose business it is to confer it 
on thee. But God guards his own treasure, - he will never suffeI' it 
to be surreptitiously obtained by the unworthy. In whatever darkness 
~hou mayst veil thy work, God still is light. But many fancy that God 
IS, under a certain necessity of performing even for the unworthy, what 
he has once promised, and thus turn his free grace into an obligation." 
Tertullian appeals to experience to prove that in those who come in 
this spirit to baptism, the genuine effects of Christianity cannot be man~ 
ifested, and that such individuals ofteI~ fall away from their profession, 
since they built their house on the sand. With an eye to the same 
class, Origen remarks that the whole profit of baptism depends on the 
disposition of the recipient; that it is to be enjoyed by him only who 
comes to this ordinance with true penitence; that, on the other hand, 
baptism redounds only to the condemnation of him who is destitute of 
such penitence; that the spirit of renewal, therefore, which goes with 
baptism, is not shared byall. l To guard men against the mistake of 
such outward Christians, Cyprian, in his collection of scripture proofs 
for a layman, (libri testimoniorum,) having laid down the position, that 
no man can attain to the kingdom of God, unless baptized and regen
erated, adds: "It is, however, nothing for one to be baptized, and to 
receive the communion, who in his life gives no evidence of reforma
tion." 2 And the passages he cites on this occasion from the New 
~estament, go expressly to show the vanity of such outwar~. Christian~ 
lty; 1 Corinth. 9: 24, Matth. 3 : 10, - 5 : 16, -7 : 22, PhIhpp. 2: 15. 
He then proceeds to say that" even the baptized person may lose the 
grace bestowed, and will do so unless he continues to remain pure from 
sin," citinO' in evidence the following passages of warning : John 5 : 14,o 
1 Corinth. 3 : 17, 2 Corinth. 15 : 2. 

It belonged, indeed, to the peculiar essence of Christianity, that as it 
was capable of becoming all things to all men, of adapting itself to the 
most different and opposite positions of humanity, so it could let itself 
down even to those modes of apprehending divine things, which were as 
yet altogether sensuous and material; and thus, by the power of a 

dem manum emittere. Hoc enim pretio bationem prius inire, tun tam nobis merce
Dominus venium addieere instituit i hac dem percnnis scilicet vitro cODcessnrum. 

pmnitentire compcnsatione redimcndam pro 1 T. VI. John c. 17. 

ponit impunitatem. 8i crgo qni vcnditant, 2 L. III. c. 25, 26: Parnm esse bapt.izari 

prius nummum, quo paciscuntur, exami et encharistiam accipere, nisi quis factlS et 

n~nt, DC scalptus, neve rasus, ne adulter, opere proficiat. 

et.iam DomiDum credimus, preniteDtiro pro-
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divine iife, beginning fr~m within, transform them gradually from sen
suous to spiritual apprehensions. We should .take good care, thQll, in 
estimating the religious appearances of these primitive times, how, from 
the material habits of feeling and thinking which they brought along 
from some earlier position, we make up our judgment respecting those 
who might really be wanting in nothing but the appropriate vessel to 
receive the transcendent, djvine element that had, in truth, filled their 
inner life. In this case, too, the great saying of the apostle might find 
its verification, that the divine treasure was received - and for a season 
preserved - in earthen vessels, that the abundant power might be of 
God and not of man. It would be, therefore, a very sup~rficial and 
unjust proceeding, to conclude at once, that men who framed to them
selves such strange conceptions of God, of the things of God and of 
his kingdom, could have nothing of the Christian life in them. But in 
the case of the class just described, when the sensuous element unduly 
predominated, and they would not yield themselves to the purifying 
influences of the Spirit of Christ, every motion of the higher life necea
!larily became vitiated by this sensuous element, and in the end sup
pressed. . Every Christian quality was transformed into some shape of 
the flesh and secularized; - was thus divested of its true significancy. 
Thus they apprehended Christ and his kingdom. Even though the ex
pectation of some future state of sensual bliss, of which their fanatical 
imaginations drew ravishing pictures to the fleshly sense, enabled them 
to deny the pleasures of the moment, . and even to face tortures and 
death, yet they might be, notwithstanding all this, strangers to the true 
nature of the new birth, by which alone the kingdom of God can be 
~ntered ; - might be wanting in the spirit of ennobling love. 

Far be it from us, then, to be looking for any such appearance of the 
church in which it was found without spot or blemish, - a condition of 
it never to be realized till the final consummation. . Nor do the defend
ers of the cause of Christianity in this period deny the existence of such 
blemishes. They acknowledge that among those who called themselves 
Christians, were some whose lives contradicted the essential character 
of Chrh;tianity and gave occasion to the heathen to blaspheme; - yet 
they declare that such would not be recognized as Christians by the 
Christian communities; yet they challenge the heathen to judge every 
man by his life, and to chastise those whose morals deserved it, wherever 
they found them. Thus Justin Martyr and Tertullian express thero· 
8~lve~.1 . Says the latter, "Ifyou assert that the Christians are, in ava· 
nee, III notousness, in dishonesty, the worst of men, we shall not deny 
t~at some are so. In the purest bodies, some freckle doubtless may be 
dIScovered." But neither should we be led away by these blemishes 
that attached themselves to the surface of the church, to overlook the 
heave~ly beauty which shone through them all. When the eye is fixed 
exc~uslvely on t~e one or the other, the picture may be easily colored to 
an Ideal perfectIOn, or sunk to a distorted caricature. An unbiassed 
Qbservation will shun both these extremes. 

1 Ad nationes, 1. I. c. 5. 
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That which our Lord himself, in his last interview with, his'disciples, 
described rur the test by which his disciples might always be distin
guished - as the mark of their fellowship with him and the Father in 
heaven, the mark of his glory dwelling in the midst of them -namely, 
that they loved one another, - precisely this constituted the prominent 
mark, plain and striking to the pagans themselves, of the first Christian 
fellowship. The names, "brother" and" sister," which the Christians 
gave to each other, were not names without meaning. The fraternal 
kiss, with' which everyone, after being baptized, was received into the 
community, by the Christians into whose immediate fellowship he en
tered - which the members bestowed ·on each other just before the cel
ebration of the communion, and with which every Christian saluted his 
brother, though he never saw him before,-this was not an empty 
form, but the expression of Christian feelings - a token of the relation 
in which Christians conceived themselves to stand to each other. It 
was this, indeed, as we have had occasion to remark already, which, in 
a cold and selfish age, struck the pagans with wonder, - to behold men 
of different countries, ranks, relations, stages of culture, so intimately 
bound together, - to see the stranger who came into a city, and by 
his letter of recognition (his epistola formata) made himself known to 
the Christians of the place as a brother beyond suspicion, finding at 
once among those to whom he was personally unknown, all manner of 
brotherly sympathy and protection. 

The care of providing for the support and maintenance of strangers; 
of the poor, the sick, the old, of widows and orplians, and of those in 
prison on account of their faith, devolved on- the whole church. This 
was one of the main purposes for which the collection of voluntary con
tributions in the assemblies eonvened for public worship, was insti· 
tute(l; and the charity of individuals, moreover, led them to emulate 
each other in the same good work. In particular, it was considered as 
belonging to the office of the Christian matron to provide for the poor, 
for the brethren languishing in prison, to show hospitality to strangers. 
The hindrance occasioned to this kind of Christian activity, is reckoned 
by Tertullian among the disadvantages of a mixed marriage. "What 
heathen," says he, " will suffer his wife to go about from one street to
another to the houses of strangers, to the meanest hovels indeed, for 
the purpose of visiting the brethren? What heathen will allow her to 
steal away into the dungeon to kiss the chain of the martyr? If a 
brother arrives from abroad, what reception will he meet with in the 
house of the stranger? 1 If an alms is to be bestowed, store-house and 
c~llar are shut fast." 2 On the other hand, he counts it among the feli· 
clties of a marriage contracted between Christians, that the wife is at lib
erty to visit the sick and relieve the needy, and is never straitened or 
perplexed in the bestowment of her charities.3 

1 Tertullian meant.; probably, that a pc not to be 3 stranger's hottse to him. 
Cllliar emphasis should be laid on the word 2 Ad uxorem. 1. II. c. 4. 
" stranger," - in aliena domo, in the house S L. c. c. 8: Libere reger visitatur, indi
Which, to a Christian. is n str~nger's, gens sustentatur, eleemosynre sine tor
When the house of a. Christian matron ought mento. 
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- Nor did the actiye brotherly love of each community confine itself to 
what transpired in its own immediate circle, but extended itself also to 
the wants of the Christian communities in distant lands. On urgent 
occasions of this kind, the bishops made arrangements for special col
lections. They appointed fasts; so that what was saved, even by the 
poorest of the flock, from their daily food, might help to supply the com
mon wants.! When the communities of the provincial towns were too 
poor to provide any relief in cases of distress, they had recourse to the 
more wealthy communities of the metropolis. Thus it had happened 
in Numidia, that certain ChristiaD-s, men and women, had been carried 
away captive by neighboring barbarians, and the Numidian churches 
were unable to contribute the sum of money required for their ran
som ; - they therefore applied to the more we9,lthy communities of the 
great capital of North Africa. The bishop Cyprian of Carthage very 
shortly raised a contribution of more than four _thousand dollars,2 and 
transmitted the whole to the N umidian bishops, with a letter full of the 
spirit of Christian, brotherly affection.s "In afflictions of this sort," 
he writes to them, "who ought not to feel pained, who ought not to 
look on the distress of his brother as his own, when. the apostle Paul 
tells us, if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; and in 
another place says, ' Who is weak and I am not weak?' Wherefore in 
the present case also it becomes us to regard the captivity of our breth
ren as if it were our own, and the distress of those now in peril as our 
own distress, since we are united together by one bond of love. And 
not love alone, but religion ought to urge and stimulate us to redeem 
the brethren who are our members. For ,yhen the apostle Paul again, 
in another place, asks, 'Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?' we. must be reminded 
here, if charity alone were not enough to impel us to aid our -brethren, 
that it is the temple of God which has been made captive, and that it 
does not become us, by delay, and in neglect of our own distress, to 
suffer that temple to remain long in bondage. And when the same 
apostle tells us, that 'as many of you as are baptized bave put on 
Christ,' we are bound, in our captive brethren, to see Christ, and to 
redeem him from captivity, who bas redeemed us from death; so that 
he who delivered us from the jaws of Satan, and who now himself dwells 
and abides in us, may be rescued from the hands of the barbarians; 
and he be ransomed for a sum of money, who has ransomed us by his 
blood and cross. Meanwhile, he has suffered this to happen to try our 
~aith -:- whether each one of us is ready to do for the other, what in 
like Circumstances he would wish to have done for himself. For who 
tha~ respects the claims of humanity and of mutuallove, ought not, if 
he IS a fathe:, to consider it as though his own children were among 
~hose b.a~banans, and .if a husband, as though his own wife were there 
III captiVIty, to the gnef and shame of the marriage bond? It is indeed 
our earnest hope, that you may never be visited again with a like affiic

1 TertulIian, de jejuniis, c. 13: Episcopi 2 Sestertia centum millia nnmmorum. 

univcrsre plebi mandare jejunia tl.Ssolent, - 8 Ep. 60. 

industria stipium conferendarum. 
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tion, and,that our' brethren may be saved by the mighty power' of the 
Lord from the recurrence of those dangers to which they are' now ex
posed. But should any similar calamity again befall you, to try the love 
and faith of our hearts, delay not to inform us of it by letter; for be 
assured, it is the prayer of all the brethren here that nothing of the kind' 
may again happen, but if it should, ,they are ready cheerfully and' abun
dantly to assist you." , 

That from which such works', took the impress of a truly Christian 
character, was indeed nothing else than the temper - which here ex
presses its'elf - of Christian love' simply following the impulse from 
within. This Christian character was no longer present in its purity, 
when the charitable action had reference to an outward' end; when it was 
converted, into a ground of merit before God, into a means for extin
guishing sin:. And. this disturbing ' element found entrance whenever 
the Christian consciousness became in any way diverted from its cen
tral point, so as' to cease referririg to Christ as the sole ground for 
salvation. In proportion as the reference to Christ, which· the habit 
already noticed, of confounding the church with a set of outward forms, 
had no tendency to enconrage, was forgotten, in ,the the same propor
tion rose the estimate which men placed on their own doings', and on 
the merit of good works. This also must be considered as belonging to 
~he reaction of the Jewish principle, which had been overcome by the 
Independent development of Christianity among the pagans; but which 
afterwards found means of again introducing itself~ In the third cen .. 
tury, we may observe both modes of contemplating acts of charity 
running along side by side; and occasionally crossing each other; as 
for example, in the tract composed, by Cyprian with a view to exhort 
Christians, many' of whom had grown cold· in brotherly love, to tho' 
exercise of this virtue - the tract de opere et eleemosynis. To the 
father of a family, who, when invited to some charitable act, excuseS 
hi~self on the plea that he is obliged to provide for a large family of 
chIldren, he says,' " Seek for your sons another father than the fratl 
and mortal one, even an almighty and everlasting Father of spiritual 
children. Let- him be your children's guardian and provider-let him,
with his divine majesty, be their protector' against all injustice of the 
world. You who are'striving more to secure for them an earthly than 
a heavenly inheritance, seeking rather to commend your sons to Satan 
than to Christ, incur a double sin, in neglecting to secure for your 
children the help of their heavenly Father, and in teaching them to prize 
their earthly inheritance more than Christ." 

In times of public calamity, the contrast was strikingly displayed he
tween the cowardly selfishness of the pagans and the self-sacrificing 
brotherly love of the Christians. Let us hear how the hishop Dionysiu8 
of Alexandria describes this contrast, as it was manifested in the different 
conduct of the Christians and the pagans during a contagious sickness, 
which, in the reign of the emperor Gallienus, raged in that great capi
tal. " To the pagans, this pestilence appeared a most frightful calamity 
that left. nothing to hope for; not so to us. 'Ye regarded it as a special 
trial and exercise for our faith. It was true of most of our brethren, that, 

22* 
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in the fulness of their bNtherIy love, they spared not themselves. Their 
only anxiety was a mutual one for each other; and as they waited on 
the sick without thinking of themselves, readily ministering to. their 
wants, for Christ's sake, with them they cheerfully gave up their own 
lives. :Many died, after others,. by their care, had been re90vered from 
the sickness. Some of the best among our brethren, presbyters, dea
cons and distinguished men of the laity, thus ended their lives-so that 
the manner of their death, being the fruit of such eminent piety and 
mighty faith, seemed not to fall short of martyrdom. Many who took 
the bodies of Christian brethren into their arms and to their bosoms, 
composed their features and buried them with all possible care, after· 
wards followed them in death. But with the heathens it was· quite 
otherwise; those who showed the first symptoms of the disease, they 
drove from them; they fled from their dearest friends. The half-dead 
they cast into the streets, and left the dead unburied, making it their 
chief care to avoid the contagion, which however in spite of every pre· 
caution they could hardly escape." 1 

In like manner, the Christians at Carthage distinguished themselves 
by their disinterested conduct from the pagan world, during the pesti
lence which at a somewhat earlier period, in the reign of Gallus, rav
aged North Africa. The pagans in a cowardly manner deserted their 
own sick and dying. The streets were covered with dead bodies, which 
none dared to touch. Avarice alone overcame the fear of death; 
abandoned men took advantage of the misfortunes of others to plunder 
them. Meantime the pagans, instead of being led by this calamity to 
reflect on their own guiltiness and corruption, accused the Christians, 
those enemies of the gods, as the cause of it.2 But Cyprian exhorted 
his church to look upon th~ desolating scourge as a trial of their faith.s 
"How necessary is it, my dearest brethren," said he to them, " that 
this pestilence which appears among us, bringing with it death and 
destruction, should try men's souls - should show whether the healthy 
will take care of the sick; whether relations have a tender regard for 
each other; VJliether masters will take home their sick servants." It 
was not enough, however, to satisfy a bishop who t<>ok the Great Shep. 
herd for his e:"{ample, that the Christians should simply show the spirit 
of brotherly love towards each other. He called his church together 
and addressed them as follows: "If we do good only to our own, we 
do no more than the publicans and heathens. But if we are the chi!· 
dren of God, who makes his sun to rise and sends his rain on the just 
a~d on the unjust, who scatters his gifts and blessings not barely on 
hlS own, but even on those whose thoughts are far from him, we must 
show it. by our actions~ striving to be perfect even as our Father in 
heaven IS perfect, blessmg those that curse us and doinO' good to them 
that despitefully use us." Animated by his fatherly w~rds, the mem· 
bel'S of the ~hurch quickly divided the work among them. The rich 
gave of theIr substan~e, the poor contributed their labor; and in a 

1 Euscb. 1. VIT. c. 22. 2 Cyprian, ad Demetrianum. 8 Lib. de mortalitate. 
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sllOrt time, the bodies which filled the streets were buried, and the city 
delivered from the danger of a universal infection. 

There were opposite sinful tendencies which Christianty taught men 
to avoid, and between which the development of the Christian life had 
to make good its way. In these times of despotism it was no rare 
thing to find, united with a servile spirit that gave to the creature the 
honor which is due to God alone - with a slavish obedience that sprung 
only from fear, a contempt for the laws of the state where they bore 
hard on selfish interests and the restraint of fear was removed. But 
Christianity, by the positive spirit which went forth from it, secured men 
against both these errors. By it was rendered an obedience that had 
its root in the love of God and pointed ultimately to him, - therefore a 
free obedience, equally removed from the slavish fear of man on the 
one hand, and lawless self-will on the other. The same spirit of Chris
tianity which inculcated obedience to man for the sake of God, taught 
also that God should be obeyed rather than man, that every considera
tion must be sacrificed, property and life despised, in aU cases where 
human authority demanded an obedience contrary to the laws and ordi
nances of God. Here was displayed in the Christians that true spirit 
of freedom, against which despotic power could avail nothing. We 
have already had occasion, in the first section of this history, to observe 
the effects of the Christian spirit in both these directions. In this sense, 
Justin :Martyr says,! "Tribute and customs we seek uniformly, before 
all others, to pay over to your appointed officers, as we have been 
taught to do by our Master, Matth. 22: 21. Therefore we pray to 
God alone; but you we cheerfully serve in all other things, since we 
acknowledge you as rulers of men." Tertullian boldly asserted, that 
what the state lost in its revenue from the temples by the spread of 
Ohristianity, would be found to be made up by what it gained in the 
way of tribute and customs, through the honesty of the Christians, when 
compared to the common frauds resorted to in paying them.2 He gives 
to those words of Christ in Matthew 22: 21, which were ever on the 
lips and in the hearts of Christians, as a maxim of daily life, the follow
ing interpretation -in opposition to those who understood them, as he 
supposed, in too wide and indefinite a sense: - "Let the image of 
Cresar, which is on the coin, be rendered to Cresar; and the image of 
God, which is in man, be given to God - hence give the money to 
Oresar, but yourself to God; for what will be left for God if all belongs 
to Cresar?" 3 

The principles by which men were bound t{) act in this case, could 
be easily laid down in theory, and easily deduced from the Holy Scrip
tures and from the nature of Christianity. Hence, in theory, all 
Christians were agreed; but there was some difficulty in applying these 
principles to particular cases, and in answering the question in every 
instance, how the line was to be drawn between what belonged to Cresar 
and what belonged to God - between what might be considered, in 

1 Apolog. II. tum ycctigalibus percat fraude ct mendacio 
2 Apolog. c. 42: Si ineatur (ratio,) quan- vestrarum profcssionum. 

8 Dc idololatria. c. 15. 
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reference to religion, matters of indifference, and what not. The pagan 
religion was, in truth, so closely interwoven with all the arrangements 
of civil and social life, that it was not always easy to separate and dis. 
tinguish the barely civil or social from the religious element. Many 
customs had really sprung from a religious source, whose connection, 
however, with religion had long been forgotten by the multitude, and,: 
remembered only by' a few learned antiquarians, lay too far back to be: 
recalled in' the popular consciousness. l The question here arose, 
whether such custOms should, like others, be considered as in themselves 
indifferent; whether' men might be' allowed in such matters to folloW' 
the barely social or civil usages, or whether they should' set aside all 
other considerations on the ground of the connection of such customs~ 
with paganism. 

Again, Christianity, from its nature, must- pronounce sentence of 
condemnation against all ungodliness, but at the same time appropriate, 
to itself all purely human relations and arrangements, consecrating and 
ennobling, instead· of annihilating them. But the question might arise
iIi particular cases, as to what was . purely human, and adapted there-' 
fore to be received into union with Christianity; and' what had sprung 
originally out of the corruption of humah nature, and" being in its 
essence ungodly, must therefore be rejected. Christianity having ap-' 
peared as the new leaven in the old 'world- and being destined to pro
duce a new creation in an old one that had' grown out of an entirely 
different principle of 'life, the question might the more readily occur; 
which'of the already existing elements needed only to be transformed 
and ennobled; and which should be purged' wholly away? In what 
already existed, there might be many things which, through the partic
ular turn and direction they had assumed in the corrupt world; might 
seem utterly at variance with the essence of Christianity; but which, at 
the same time, by receiving another tum and direction - by being ap
plied in another way, might really admit of being easily brought into 
harmony with it. Now there might be some, who, in condemning'the, 
abuse of these things, might also deny the possible good use, of them;: 
and others, who, in conceiving of their possible good use, might be: led: 
to approve the existing abuse of them~ 

Finally, many customs' may have existed; which would never h!tve, 
found any place in a state of things that had grown out of Christianity. 
- which in their' origin and nature' were alien to pure Christianity-
but ~vhich still, under the influence of the Christian spirit, might be so' 
modIfied and applied, as to be divested of that which made them wholly 
incompatible with the religion of the gospel. That religion which aimed' 
nowhere to produce violent and convulsive changes from without, but 
led to refo:ffis by beginning in the first place within, - whose peculiar 
character It was to operate positively rather than negatively - to dis
place a,nd destroy no faster than it substituted something better, might, 

1 Consult, for example, what Tertullian concerning the religion'! meaning and ref
and Clement of Alexandria. have been a.ble erence of the custom of crowning, - things 
to draw from the stores of their own learn- which assuredly would not easily occnr to 
ing and the works of other literary men, men in common life. 
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by virtue of this its law of action, suffer many of the existing customs 
to remain just as they were, in their old defective forms~ aiming simply 
to infuse into them a new spirit, in trust that this would eventually 
throw off the unbefitting exterior, and create all things new. ' 

Hence, notwithstanding that Christians were agreed as to general 
principles, disputes might arise among them with regard to the applica
tion of these principles in particular cases; according as they were led 
by their different positions and tendencies of mind to take a different 
view of the circumstances - disputes similar to those which at various 
periods afterwards were not unfrequently,arising, relative to the man
agement of missions among foreign tribes of men, to the organization of 
new churches, and to the disposition of matters not essential (uotatpopa) 
Men were liable to err here on both extremes, - on that of too lax an 
accommodation to, or on that of too stern a repulsion of, existing 
usages. The aggressive or the assimilating power of Christianity, 
which should both be intimately united to secure the healthy develop
ment of life, might one or the other be allowed an undue predominance. 
The few excepted, who had already progressed farther in the genuine 
liberty of the gospel, who to deep Christian earnestness united the pru
dence and clearness of science, these few excepted, the better class of 
Christians were generally more inclined to the latter than to the former 
of these extremes; they chose rather to reject many of those customs, 
which as pagans they had once practised in the service of sin and false
hood, but which were capable also of another application, than run 
the risk of adopting with them the corruptions of heathenism; they 
,!ere glad to let go everything which was associated in their minds with 
Sl~ or with pagan rites; they chose rather to do too much, than to for
feIt a tittle of. that Christianity which constituted their jewel, the pearl 
for which they were willing to sell all they bad; as in general it is. 
more natural for men, in the first ardor of conversion, the first glow of 
genuine love, to go to excess in opposing the wbrld, than in yielding to 
it. The church at large has to pass through periods of development 
as to this matter, analogous to those of the individual Christian. Hence; 
in the commencing development of the Christian life, the extreme ag
gressive element must first predominate. 

As regards the controversy between the two parties described, one 
class appealed to the rule, that men are bound to render unto Cresar 
the things that are Cresar's, - that in matters pertaining to civil order, 
they are bound to obey the existing laws, - that they ought not un
necessarily to give offence to the heathens, nor afford them any occasion 
for blaspheming the name of God, - that in order to win all to em
brace the gospel, it was necessary to become all things to all men~ The 
ot?er party could not deny that these were scripture principles; but, 
saId they, while we are to consider all oubvard, earthly possessions 
as belonging to the emperor, our hearts and our lives certainly must be
long wholly to God. That which is the emperor's, ought never to be 
put in competition with that which is God's. If the injunction that we 
should give the heathen no occasion to blaspheme the Christian name, 
must be so unconditionally understood, it would be necessary to put off 
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Christianity entirely. Let them continue to blaspheme us, provided' 
only we give them no occasion for so doing by our unchristian conduct, 
provided they blaspheme in us only what belongs to Christianity. We 
should indeed, in every proper way, become all things to all men; but 
yet in no such sense as to become worldly to worldly men; for it is also 
said, "If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." 1 
We see plainly that each of these two parties were correct in the princi
ples they would maintain; the only question to be determined was, where' 
these principles,found their right application. , . 

While one of these classes believed that they ought to avoid every 
thing which excited attention among the pagans, and which might in
vite them to resort to persecuting measures,· the other condemned all 
such prudence and reserve, as a disposition that was either' ashamed or 
afraid of public confession. Clement of Alexandria rebuked those who, 
whenever they met in the street, publicly saluted each other with the 
fraternal kiss, and ,vould thus every where draw attention to themselves 
as Christians. He calls it a foolish provocation of the pagans.2 He 
charges them with falsely wearing that Christian love for a show, which 
is an inward sentiment, and of not knowing how to suit their actions 
to the time; in doing which, it must be admitted, he makes a'wrong 
application of the words of Paul in'the fifth chapter to the Ephesians.a 

,\Vhoever followed a trade or occupation which was contrary to the 
ge~erany received Christian principles, was not admitted to baptism, 
till he had pledged himself to lay it aside.4 He must enter on some 
new occupation to earn the means of subsistence; or if not in a situation 
to do this, he was received into the number of the poor maintained by 
the church. To these occupations were reckoned all that stood in any 
way connected with'idolatry, or which were calculated to promote it; 
those, for instance, of the artists and handicraftsmen who employed 
themselves in making or adorning images of the gods. There were 
doubtless many, who, wishing to pursue these trades for a subsistence, 
excused themselves on the ground, that they did not worship the~dols, 
'that they did not consider them as objects of religion, but simply as 
objects of art; though, in these times, it assuredly argued a peculiar 
coldness of religious feeling, to distinguish thus what belonged to art 
and what belonged to religion. Against such excuses Tertullian ex
claimed with pious warmth,5-"Assuredly you are a worshipper of idols, 
when you help to promote their worship. It is true, you bring to them 
no outward victim; but you sacrifice to them your mind; your sweat is 
their drink-offering, - you kindle for them the light of your skill." With 
these employments were reck(~med the various kinds of astrology and of 

1 Tertullian, de idololatria. Council of Elvira, can. 62: Si auriga et 
2 Strom. III. f. 257: Ol KaTu TU~ Mov~ pantomimus credere yoluerint, placuit, ut 

TWV uyarr1]T(Jv uurraufLoL rrapPT/uLat; avOnTOV prius actibus suis renuntient, et tunc demum 
'YEfLoVTE~, IcaTacpavCJV Toi~ eKTo~ elvat {3ov suscipiantur, ita ut ulterius ad ea non re
').0fLEv(,)v oMe lAaXtUTT/~ fLETEXOVUt xaptTo(,. vertantur. Qui si facere contra interdic

8 That they should fLVUTLKW~ CPtA.otppov£i_ tum tentaverint, projiciantur ab ccciesia. 
ulJal lvvo-rhv, e~ayopa'ofLEvoV~ rov twtp6v. 6 De idololatria, c. 6. 

4 Apostol. Cons tit. 1. vm. c. 31. Also, 
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magic, a species of self-deception or of fraud which was at that time so 
prevalent and so lucrative. 

A remarkable proof, how far the moral and humane feelings of our 
nature could be blunted by the force of education and custom, how a 
narrow-hearted political tendency could suppress the sentiment of a 
common humanity, is presented in that favorite sport of the Roman peo;
ple, the bloody gladiatorial shows; exhibitions given them by men who 
claimed to be cultivated, and which many even of the l~gislators, 
statesmen and self-styled philosophers, countenanced and encouraged. 
But the feeling of universal philanthropy, roused into "life and action 
by Christianity, must have struggled, from the first, against this cruel 
custom, justified and sanctioned as it was by the established laws and 
by the prevalent habits of thinking among the Romans. Whoever fre
quented the gladiatorial shows and the combats of wild beasts, was, by 
the general principle of the church, excluded from its communion. Ire
nreus names it with abhorrence as the last denial of the Christian char
acter, when certain individuals (belonging to the wildly fanatical and 
antinomian sects of the Gnostics) did not even refrain from participat
ing in those bloody shows, alike hateful to God and to men.1 Cyprian, 
describing the joy of a Christian who has just escaped from the polluted 
heathen world, and looks back upon it from his new position, says: 2 "If 
you cast your eye on the cities, you behold an' assembly of men, pre
senting a more melancholy sight than any solitude. A combat of gladi
ators is in preparation, that blood may appease the lust of cruel eyes. 
A man is killed for the amusement of his fellow men; murder is turned 
~to an art, and crime not only perpetrated, but taught as a profes
SIOn." Tertullian says to those pagans who defended the gladiatorial 
sports,3 and who probably drew one of their arguments from the fact, 
that criminals condemned to death by the laws were sometimes em
ployed as the actors in them: "It is well, that criminals should be pun
ished ; as who else than a criminal can deny? And yet no innocent man 
can fina pleasure in witnessing his neighbor's punishment; it behooves 
him rather to grieve, when a man, his fellow, has become so guilty as to 
subject himself to so cruel a death. But who is my voucher, that it is 
always the guilty who are thrown to the wild beasts, or condemned to 
other kinds of death; that innocence also does not sometimes meet with 
the same fate, through revenge on the part of the judge, weakness in 
the advocate, or the force of torture? The gladiators at least, as you 
must allow, come to the combat, not as criminals, but as an offering to 
the public pleasure. And however the case may be with those 'lvho 
are condemned to the gladiatorial combats, yet consider what is this
th~t punishment, whose tendency should be to reform those who are 
guIlty of minor' offences, should tend in fact to make them mur
derers ? " 

But it was not the participation in these cruel sports alone, which to 
the Christians appeared incompatible with the nature of their calling; 

1 Irenreus, 1. I. c. 6: 'Or P1JJe riir 7iapu. u.7iexur{)at I:VtOVr aVTi:'JV. 
fJefiJ leaL av{}ptJ7iotr fleflufT/pevTJr riir TWv 2 Bp. ad Donat. 
fJepto(.La;rCJv leaL f'0vofla;riar avt5potpovov {}eiir S De spectaculis, c. 19. 
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the same censure extended to all the different public exhibitions of that 
period; to the pantomimes, the comedies and tragedies, the chariot and 
foot races, and the various amusements of the circus and the theatre. 
Such was the prevailing and passionate fondness of the Romans at that 
time for theatrical entertainments, that many were known to be Chris
tians simply from the fact that they absented themselves wholly from 
the theatre.1 The spectacles, in the first place, were considered as an 
appendage of idolatry, by virtue of their origin from pagan rites and of 
their connection with several of the pagan festivals. Among the pomps 
of idolatry or devil-worship, (7rOft7r1) c5ta(36?ov,) which the Christians, when 
enrolled at their baptism into the service of God's kingdom, were 
obliged to renounce, (the sacramentum militire Christi,) these spectacles 
were particularly included. In the next place, many things occurred 
in them which were revolting to the Christian sense of propriety; and 
where this was not the case, yet the occupying of one's self for hours 
with mere nonsense - the unholy spirit which ruled in these assemblies 
-the wild uproar of the congregated multitude, seemed unsuited to 
the holy seriousness of'the Christian, priestly character. The Christians 
did, in truth, consider themselves as priests, consecrated, in their whole 
life, to God; as temples of the Holy Spirit; every thing; therefore, 
which was alien to this Spirit, for which they should always keep in 
readiness the dwelling in their hearts, must be avoided. "God has 
commanded," says Tertullian,2 " that the Holy Spirit, as a tender and 
gentle Spirit, should, according to its own excellent nature, be treated 
with tranquillity and gentleness, with quiet and peace; - that it should 
not be disturbed by passion, fury, anger, and emotions of violent grief. 
How can such a spirit consist with the spectacles? For no spectacle 
passes off without violently agitating the passions. When one goes to 
the play, one thinks of nothing else than to see and to be seen. Can 
one, while listening to the declamation of an actor, think on the sen
tence of a prophet, or in the midst of the song of an effeminate stage
player, meditate on a psalm? If every species of immodesty is abomi
nable to us, how should we allow ourselves to hear, what we cannot feel 
at liberty to speak; when we· know that every idle and unprofitable word 
is condemned by our Lord ? " 

To Tertullian, who was inclined to look upon all art as a lie, a coun
terfeiting of the original nature which God created, the whole system 
of spectacles appeared merely as an art of dissimulation and falsehood. 
"T.he ~reator ?f truth," said he,S" loves nothing that is false,-all 
fictlOn IS, to hlI~, falsification. He who condemns every thing in the 
shape o~ hypocrIsy, cannot look with complacency on him who dissimu
lates VOICe, sex, age, love ano-er sighs or tears." 
. "'tVeak minded individ~als,owho allowed themselves to be so far ear

ned. a~ay by.the power o~ prevailing custom, which contradicted their 
ChrIstmn feelings, as to VIsit such scenes micrht be wounded by impres
sions thus received, and permanently robbed °of their peace. 

1 De speetaeulis, c. 24: Hine vel maxime 2 De spectaculis, c. 15. 

ethnie,i intelligunt factum Christianum, de 8 L. c, 
repudlo spectaculorum. 
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We find examples ot a distempered state of mind, like the dcmonia
cal, which had been brought on by such inward distraction.1 Others, 
after they had been prevailed upon once or twice by the love of 
pleasure, and in spite of their conscience, to indulge in these amuse
ments, contracted a new ta~te for them, and by their passionate fond
ness for the theatre, were, in the end, gradually drawn back again to 
heathenism.2 

The pagans and the more thoughtless class of Christians were in the 
habiU of urging the seriously disposed with arguments like the follow
ing: Why should they withdraw themselves from these public amuse
ments ? Such outward pleasures, addressed to the eye and ear, might 
be quite consistent with religion in the heart. . God is not injured by 
man's enjoyment, which in its proper time and place may be partaken 
of without sin, as long as the fear and the reverence of God remain in 
the heart.s Thus Celsus invites the Christians to join in the public fes
tivals. . " God," he says to them, " is the common God of all, - he is 
good, stands in need of nothing, is a stranger to all jealousy. What 
then should hinder men, however much they may be devoted to him, 
from participating in the sports of the people? "4 Thus it is, that the 
cold frivolity of a worldly mind, when it comes in contact with a char
acter of deeper moral earnestness, commonly assumes the airs of the 
philosopher. To such arguments Tertullian replies, the very point to 
be shown is, how these amusements can agree with true religion and with 
true obedience towards the true God. 

Others, infected with the passion for these trifles, who were seeking 
for reasons by which to hush their conscientious scruples as Christians, 
argued that nothing was made use· of in the public spectacles but 
God's gifts, which he had bestowed on men that they might enjoy 
them. No particular passage of scripture could in fact be shown 
where the shows were expressly forbidden. As to the chariot race, 
there could assuredly be nothing sinful in it, since Elijah rode in a char
iot to heaven. The music and dancing of the theatre could not be for
bidden, for we read in the scriptures of choirs, stringed instruments, 
cymbals, trumpets and shawns, harp and psaltery; we see king David 
dancing and playing before the ark; and the apostle Paul, in exhorting 
Christians, borrows images from the stadium and the circus.5 At this 
sophistry Tertullian exclaims, " Ah, how adroit a reasoner does. human 
ignorance imagine itself, particularly when it fears that it may lose 

1 For examples, see TertuI1ian de specta
culis, c. 26: A woman who visited the the
atre, came home from there in the sad con
dition of a person demoniacaIl.y possessed. 
'the evil spirit, having been adjured to tell 
'vhy it had taken possession of the soul of 
~ Christian, said, or rather the ~atie~t, who 
Imagined herself to be speaking m the 
name of the demon: "I in this did perfect
ly right, for I found her where my own 
Kingdom is." Another, the night following 
~er visit to the theatre, had a frightful vis
lon, and it was perhaps in consequence of 

VOL. I. 23 

the alann into which she was.t:brown by it, 
that five days afterwards she died. 

2 L. c. c. 26: Quot documenta de his, qui, 
cum diabolo apud spectaculo communican
do, a Domino excideruntl 

3 L. c. c. 1. 
4 Orig. c. Cels. 1. VIII. c. 21: '0 re fl~v 

~EOt; a:Traut KOLVO~ aya~at; TE Kat a:;r.pOIj,OEi';~, 
Ka'll~w 9t1oVOV. Ti OVV KwAlm. TOiJ~ flU
AlUTa Kat1WUtwflevotx; aVTifJ Kat ri:Jv ,}1JflO
TEAWV Eoprwv flETaAap{3U.VELV ; 

6 The tract de spectaculis, among the 
works of Cyprian. 
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some of the pleasures and amusements of the world." In answer to 
the first of these arguments he says: "To be sure, all things are God's 
gifts; but the question is, for what end has God given them, and how 
may they be 80 used as to answer their true end? What is the origi. 
nal creation, and what the abuse of sin? for there is a wide difference 
between nature in its original purity, and nature cOITupted, between 
the Creator and the Creator's counterfeiter." In reply to the second, 
he says: "Though in scripture there may be found no express prohibi. 
tion of theatrical exhibitions, yet .it contains the general priil~iples, 
from. which this prohibition follows of itself. All which is there said 
generally against the lusts of the flesh and of the eye, must be applied 
also to this particular kind of lust. When we can maintain that wrath, 
cruelty and rudeness are permitted in scripture, then may we be at 
liberty to visit the amphitheatre. If we are such as we call ourselves, 
then let us, if we can, take delight in the shedding of human blood." 
Against such as wrested the scriptures after the manner above 
described, the author of the treatise" On Spectacles," in the works 
of Cyprian, uses the following language: "I can truly say, it were 
better that such persons knew nothing of the scriptures than to read 
them thus; for the language and illustrations employed to exhort men 
to the virtue of the gospel, they pervert to the defence of vice; for it 
was so written for the purpose of inflaming us with a livelier zeal in 
things profitable, while the heathens display so much earnestness on 
trifl.es. Reason itself can draw from the general rules laid down in 
scripture those conclusions, which are not expressly unfolded by the 
scriptures themselves.! Let ~ach take counsel only of himself, -let 
each confer only with that person whom, as a Christian, he ought to 
represent; he will then never do any thing unbecoming the Christian, 
for that conscience which depends on itself and not on another, will then 
preponderate." 2 

Tertullian invites the Christians to compare with those empty pleas-
ures of the pagan world, the true, spiritual pleasures which had be
come theirs through faith.a "Tell me, pray, have 'we any other desire, 
than that which was also the desire of the apostle, to depart from the 
world, and be with the Lord? Your pleasures are in the direction of 
your wishes. But why are you so unthankful, that you are not satisfied 
wit?, that you do not recognize, the pleasures so Jl!any and so great, 
WhICh. even now are bestowed on you by the Lord. For what is there 
more JOYous than reconciliation with God, your Father and Lord; than 
t~e revelation o~ truth, the knowledge of error, the forgiveness of mul· 
tltudes of past sms ? What greater pleasure than the despising of such 
pleasures, ~he contempt of the whole world; than true freedom, the 
pure consCIence, 'the guiltless life, and fearlessness of death; than tha~ 
you can .trea~ . under foot the gods of the pagan world, that you can 
expel evil splnts, heal diseases, and pray for revelations? These are 
the pleasures, these the entertainments of the Christian; holy, everlast

1 Ratio docet, qure scriptum conticuit. geret. Plus enirn ponderis habebit consci
2 Unusquisque cum persona professionis entia, qure nulli se aireri debebit, nisi sibi. 

sure loquatur et nihil unquam indecorum 8 De spectaculis, c. 29. 

http:trifl.es
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ing, not to be purchased with money. And what must those be which 
eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, and which it hath not entered 
into the heart of man to conceive?" In like manner, the author of the 
above cited treatise in the works of Cyprian remarks: "He can never 
look with wonder on the works of man, who has come to know himself 
as a child of God. It were letting himself down from his noble preem. 
mence, to look with wonder upon any thing else than the Lord. Let 
the faithful Christian apply himself with all diligence to the holy scrip
tures, and in them he will find the worthier spectacles of faith, - ex· 
hibitions which even -he who has lost his eyesight may enjoy." 

If the mere attending as a looker on at these theatrical entertain· 
ments was considered a wrong thing by the Christians, much more would 
they reprobate the profession of an actor. In the time of Cyprian, 
there was the case of an actor who became a Christian, and then for the 
sake of a living set up a school to instruct boys in the art which he 
formerly practised. The bishop Cyprian was asked whether such an 
individual could be suffered to remain in the communion of the church, 
and he declared strongly against it. If a man, said he, is even forbid· 
den (Deut. 22: 5) to put on the garment of a woman, and a curse is 
pronounced on anyone who does this, "how much more criminal must 
it appear, to form the man, by an immodest art, to effeminate and un· 
seemly gestures, to falsify the image of God by the tricks of the devil." 
"In case such an one," he adds, " pleads the necessity of his poverty, 
he may assuredly find relief from that necessity amongst the rest who 
are maintained by the church, provided that he can be satisfied with 
a homelier but more innocent fare. He must not, however, suppose, 
that he is to be hired to leave off sinning, since he does this not for our 
sake, but for his own. If the church where he resides is too poor to 
SUpport him, let him come to Carthage; here he may receive whatever 
is necessary for his support in food and clothing, provided only he teach 
not others who are without the pale of the church what is pernicious, 
but learn himself, within the church, what tends to salvation." 1 

Among those social relations which were alien to the nature of Chris· 
tianity, and which Christianity found existing at the time of its first 
propagation, belonged slavery. By the estrangement of humanity from 
God, its original unity was disturbed. l\1ankind, destined to be one, 
split asunder into a multitude of nations, each striving to assert itself 
as the whole, and each taking an opposite direction to the other in its 
course of development. Thus the consciousness of possessing a common 
human worth was lost; and it became possible for man to be placed in 
that' relation to his fellow in which nature alone should stand to human· 
ity, and his own nature to the individua1.2 A relation so unnatural 
could find its justification only by assuming the position, that the differ· 

1 Ep. 61, ad Euchrat. that between the artisan and his tools, the i 

2 So says he who has most distinctly de soul and the body, the man and his horse 
fined the ethical and political conceptions or ox j 0 aoiiAo~ lp.1jJvxov opyavov, TO 0' 
which presented themselves at the position ~pyavov a"'vxo~ aoiiAo~. In this relation, 
gained by the ancient world. So says to speak. of a aitcatov, a. 'PtAta, would be out I 

Aristotle, Eth. Nicomach. 1. IX. c. 13. The of place. 
relation between master and slave is like 
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ence among nations, - which took place at a later period, and origin
ated in sin, - that difference, by virtue of which there exists so great 
a disparity of intellectual and moral power, was something original. 
Hence men could no longer recognize the fundamental identity of hu
man nature, and believed one class destined by nature itself to be the 
tools of another, and without any WI11 of their own. Thus was this reo, 
lation a necessary result of the position held by antiquity, when state 
and nation constituted the absolute form for the realization of the high
est good; and thus it could happen, that the nation which was most 
ardent for civil liberty, still employed thousands only as slaves.! And 
though their situation was often rendered more tolerable through the 
influence of manners and the pure sentiments of humanity, - which, 
breaking through unnatural restraints, would introduce a heartier fellow
ship between master and slave,2- yet the contradiction between this 
whole relation and man's essential dignity could not thus be set .aside ; 
and in general it still continued to be the prevailing habit, to regard 
slaves not as men gifted with the same rights as all others, but as things. 
In a judicial process, slaves who were acknowledged to be implicated in 
no guilt, might still be subjected to all the tortures of the rack, for the 
purpose of extorting confessions from them. If a master was murdered 
by one of his slaves, the terrible severity of the Roman laws required 
the sacrifice of all the slaves, male and female, which were in the house 
when the crime was committed; and this, too, whatever might be their 
number, and even though they were not liable to the slightest smr 
picion.3 

But Christianity brought about that change in the consciousness of 
humanity, from which a dissolution of this whole relation, though it 
could not be immediately effected, yet by virtue of the consequences 
resulting from that change, must eventually take place. This effect' 
Christianity produced, first by the facts of which it was a witness'; and 
next by the ideas which, by occasion of these facts, it set in circulation. 
By Christ, the Saviour, belonging to all mankind, the antagonisms 
among men resulting from sin were annulled; by him the original one
ness was restored. These facts must now continue to operate in trans
forming the life of mankind. Masters as well as servants were obliged 
to acknowledge themselves the servants of sin, and to receive in the 
Bame manner, as a gift of God's free grace, their deliverance from this 
common bondage, - the true, the highest freedom. Servants and mas
ters, if they had become believers, were brought together under the 
same bond of an heavenly union, destined for immortality; they be
came brethren in Christ, in whom there is neither bond nor free, mem

1 See above, p. 46, the wav in which Aris- ICOLV(,)V17uaL vOfov lCa~ uvvil1]IC1Jr leat fiLAia,
10tle seeks to justify this relation to show 0" leail' OUOV av-&pWTiO~.
tbat it is one aimed at by nature herself. 8 Tacitus, Annal. 1. XIV. c. 42, et seq. 

2 Even Aristotle, Etli, Nicomach. 1. IX. relates bow, in a case of this sort, when the 
c. 13, makes this distinction in reference to blood of so many innocent persons of every
the relation between master and slave: age and sex was to be shed, the compassion 
~ flev ovv OOVM~, ollie lun tptAta TipO~ aVTov of the people was roused, and it was neces
~ 0' llV'&p(J'fro~, cJOICti yap elvaL TL oiICato~ sary to use force to prevent an insurrec
1I'aVTL I.Jvilpi.>mtl TiPO~ 7r(lvTa TOV OVVUflEVOV tion. 
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bers of one body, baptized into one spirit, heirs of the same heayenly 
inheritance. Servants often became teachers of their masters in the 
gospel, after having practically exhibited before them the loftiness of a. 
divine life, which must express itself even under the most constraining 
of relations, and shine forth the more conspicuously by the contrast.1 

.The masters looked upon their servants no longer as slaves, but as their 
beloved brethren; they prayed and sang in company; they could sit 
at each other's side at the feast of brotherly love, and receive together 
the body of the Lord. Thus, by the spirit and by the effects of Chris
tianity, ideas and feelings could not fail of being wideI;r diffused, which 
were directly opposed to this relation, so consonant WIth the habits of 
thinking that had hitherto prevailed. Christianity could not fail to give 
birth to the wish, that every man might be placed in such a relation as 
would least hinder the free and independent use of his intellectual and 
moral powers, according to the will of God. Hence the apostle Paul, 
speakirig to the servant, says, (1 Cor. 7 : 21,) "If thou mayst be made 
free, use it rather." Yet Christianity nowhere began with outward 
revolutions and changes, which, in aU cases where they have not been 
prepared from within, and are not based upon conviction, fail of their 
salutary ends. The new creation to which Christianity gave birth, was 
in all respects an inward one, from which the outward effects gradually, 
and therefore more surely and healthfully, unfolded themselves to their 
full extent. It gave servants first the true, inward freedom, without 
which the outward and earthly freedom is a mere show, and which, 
wherever it exists, can be cramped by no earthly bond, no earthly yoke. 
The apostle Paul says, " He that is called in the Lord, being a servant, 
is the Lord's freeman." Tertullian, wishing to show how much supe
rior this heavenly freedom is to the earthly, observes,2 " In the world, 
they who have received their freedom, are crowned. But thou art ran~ 
somed already by Christ, and indeed bought with a price. How can 
the world give freedom to him, who is already the servant of another? 
All is mere show in the world, and nothing, truth. For even then 
thou wast free in relation to man, being redeemed by Christ; and now 
thou art a servant of Christ, although made free by a man. If thou 
deemest that the true freedom which the world can give thee, thou art, 
for that' very reason, become once more the servant of man, and the 
freedom which Christ bestows, thou hast lost, because thou thinkest it 
bondage." The bishop Ignatius of Antioch writes to the bishop Poly
carp of Smyrna,8 "Be not proud towards servants and maids; but 
neither must they exalt themselves; but they must serve the more zeal
ously for the honor of God, so that. they may receive from God the 
higher freedom. Let them not be eager to be redeemed at the expense 
of the church, lest they be found slaves of their own lusts." 4 One of 

1 The example of Onesimus often re of hatred to this religion, sent him off to 
CUrred. Tertullian refers to ewes in which the house of correction. Apologet. c. 3: 
a master, who had for a long time patiently Servum jam fidelem dominus oHm mitis au 
endured the vires of n shwe; hut who, on o<'ulis rclegavit. 
observing that he had suddenly reformed, 2 De corona militis, c. 13. 
and being at the same time told thnt Chris s Cap. 4. 
tianit!l had wrou".ht this change in him, out 4 The genuineness of the letter is here of 
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the imperial slaves, Euelpistus by name, who was arraigned with Justin 
Martyr and other Christians before the tribunal, express~d himself 
thus: "I too am a Christian; I have obtained my freedom from 
Christ; and through the grace of Christ, I am a sharer of the same 
hope." 1 . 

On the question whether a Christian could properly hold any civil or. 
military office, especially the latter, opinions were divided. As the pagan 
religion of the state was closely interwoven with all political and social ar
rangements, every such office might easily place one in situations where 
joining in the pagan ceremonies was a thing not to be avoided. For this, 
all Christians were agreed, no necessity whatever constituted an excuse. 
On this point, Tertullian's remark was assuredly spoken from the soul of 
every believer, - " To be a Christian is not one thing here and another 
there. There is one gospel and one Jesus, who will deny all them that 
deny him, and confess all them that confess God. With him the believ .. 
ing citizen is a soldier of the Lord, and the soldier owes the same duties 
to the faith as the citizen." 2 

But independent of this was the question, whether such an office, 
considered in itself, was compatible with the Christian calling; which 
was answered by one party in the affirmative, by another in the nega
tive. We must here take into view the circumstances in which the 
ehurch found itself placed. The prevailing idea of the Christian life 
was - to follow in humility, in self-denial and the renunciation of all 
earthly good, a Redeemer who had made his outward appoorance in 
poverty and a low estate, - had veiled his glory under the form of a 
servant. The glory of the Christian was with his Saviour in heaven; 
as to his earthly appearance, what was lowly, what was without pomp 
or show, like the appearance of his Saviour, whom he loved to follow in 
every particular, best suited his wishes. He despised the power and 
the glory of this world, above which he felt himself elevated by the 
consciousness of sharing in another power and another glory. It is true, 
this renunciation of earthly things consisted essentially in the temper 
of the heart; and this, under different external circumstances, might 
still remain the same; the outward possessions of earthly property, of 
earthly splendor, such as the temporal relations might require, the ex
ercise of earthly power and authority in an earthly calling, were not 
thereby necessarily excluded; all this might be, and indeed was to be, 
sanctified by Christianity. But the first glow of conversion did not 
allow those with whom the living feeling was the predominant power, 
~o~erly to distinguish what pertained simply to the idea and disposition 
III Itself and what to the manifestation of it and the outward conduct. 
They were inclined to take the firrure - of following their Lord who ap

d · h ~ ,
peare III t e form of a servant - in an outward sense, to refer it to an 

no importance. At all event~, we find It on the supposition that Metis is the true 
witness of the Christian mode of thinkino reading, - It correction warranted perhaps 
in the first century. I:> by what Tertullian has just before said re

1 Acta Mart. Ju~tini. specting the fides pagana. Still the com
2 De corona militis, c. II: Apud hunc mon reading gives also It good sense: The 

tam miles cst pnganus fidclis, quam paO'a unbelieving soldier, who violates the duties 
nus est miles infidelis. I have translated of Christian fidelity, is to him as a pa~aD. 
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identity of outward circumstances with those in which he had lived. 
Thus wealth, worldly power and glory, - which too they so often saw 
arrayed against the kingdom of God, -seemed to be shut out from 
them, and the first fervor of their zeal led them to disdain all this as 
alien to their calling.1 It is in this spirit Tertullian says: 2 "Thou art 
bound, as a Christian, to follow thy Lord's example. He, the Lord, 
went about in humility and loneliness, without a certain home, for he 
says, 'The Son of Man hath not where to lay his head;' in poor ap
parel, or he would not have said, 'Behold, they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings' houses;' without beauty or comeliness of appearance, as 
Isaiah had foretold, (cap. 53.) If he exercised his right of authority 
over none, not even his own disciples, for whom he performed the most 
menial service; if, finally, c,onscious of his oum royal dignity, he re
fused to become a king, he gave his disciples the most perfect example 
to shun all that is lofty and great in earthly power and dignity. For 
who was better entitled to use these things than the Son of God? 
What fasces, and how many of them, must have gone before him; 
what purple flowed from his shoulders; what gold gleamed on his brow 
- had he not judged that the glory of this world was alien both to him
self and to his! What he rejected~ therefore, he condemned." 3 

Many Christians, again, from a conscientiousness in itself worthy of all 
~espect, thought themselves bound to take passages like l\iatth. 5: 39, 
In the literal sense. That tone of mind very generally prevailed, which, 
in leading men to take such words of Christ as positive commands, hin
dered them on this very account from understanding them rightly, 
according to their spirit, - as the expression of that which is rooted in 
the essence of Christianity, of that new life and law of living which 
proceeds from Christ by an inward necessity. That which ought to 
have been applied as referring immediately to the disposition alone, 
was referred to the outwardness of the act. It revolted their Chris
tian feelings to suffer themselves to be employed as instruments of pain 
to others, to serve as the executors of laws which, in aU cases, were dic
tated and animated by the spirit of rigid justice, without any mixture 
of mercy or love.4 

In general, the Christians became accustomed by their circumstances 
at that time, to consider the state as a hostile power, standing in oppo
sition to the church; and it was as yet, in the main, quite remote from 
their ideas to expect that Christianity could and would appropriate to 

1 Hence the pagan in Minucius Felix, c. 
8, describes the Christians as men who, half 
naked themselves, despise honor and the 
purple! honores et purpuras despiciunt, ip~i 
seminudi. 

2 De idololatria, c. 18. 
B Tertullian, one of the sternest represen

tatives, it must be allowed, of this mode of 
thinkinrr, and in whom it appears, like ev
erything else that had seized and animated 
him, to have been pushed to the utmost ex
t~eme, says, (Gloriam secnli) quam damna
\'1t, in pompa diaboli deputavit. 

4, Tertu11ian, where he treats this matter, 
in the first place separates those cases in 
which a Christian could not be allowed 
under any circumstances to administer a civil 
office: Jam vero qure sunt potestatis, neque 
judic.ct de capite alicnjns vel pudore, feras 
cnim de pecunia, ncminem vinciat, nemi
nem recludat aut torqueat, si hrec crcdibilo 
est fieri posse. The council of Elvira, can. 
56, decreed that magistrates, during the 
years in which, as Duumvirs, they had to de
ride on matters of life and death, ought not 
to attend church. 

http:judic.ct
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itself, also, the relations of the state} The Christians stood over against 
the state, as a priestly, spiritual race; and the only way in which it 
seemed possible that Christianity could exert an influence on civil life, 
was (which it must be allowed was the purest way) by tending continu· 
ally to diffuse more of a holy temper among the citizens of the state. 
When Celsus called on the Christians to take up arms like other sub. 
jects, for the protection of the emperor's· rights, and fight in his ranks, 
Origen replied: "We are rendering the emperors a divine assistance, 
when we put on a divine armor, wherein we follow the command of the 
apostle; 1 Tim. 2: 1. The more devout the man, the more is it in 
his power to render the emperor a far better service than can be done 
by ordinary soldiers. Again we might thus reply to the heathen: 
Your priests keep themselves pure, that they may present the cus· 
tomary offerings to the gods with hands unstained by blood. In war, 
you do not compel them to take the field. As priests of God it is 
their duty to fight, by prayer to him, for those who are engaged in a 
just war and for the lawful emperor, that all opposition to those who do 
right may be put down. The Christians render greater service to their 
country than other men, by forming the hearts of the citizens, and 
teaching them piety towards that God on whom the well-being of the 
state depends, and who receives those who in the meanest cities have 
led a good life, into a city which is heavenly and divine." 2 To another 
proposal made by Celsus to the Christians, namely, that they should 
undertake the administration of civil affairs in their country, Origen 
replies: "But we know, that in whatever city we are, we have another 
country, which is founded on the word of God; and we require those 
who by their gift of teaching and by their pious life are competent to 
the task, to undertake the administration of the offices of the church." 

They, on the other hand, who maintained that the Christians were 
at liberty to assume the ci viI and military offices, appealed to examples 
from the Old Testament. But here the difference between the two 
stages of religious development was held up in reply. Tertullian main· 
tains against such, that for the higher stage of Christianity, the claims 
rise also higher.3 Again, the defenders of the military profession quoted 
in their defence the instance of John the Baptist, who did not bid the 

1 So far from Tertullian's mind was the 
thought, t.hat the empcrors themselves would 
at some future day be Christians, that in 
Apologet. c. 21, he says: Sed et Cresares 
crcdidissent super Christo, si aut Cresares 
non essent sreculo necessarii aut si Christi
ani potuissent esse Cresares. Comp. above, 
p.126. 

2 In vindication of the translation given 
above to the passage at the end of the 
eighth letter against Celsus, I must add a 
few critical remarks. In OriO'en's words 
the reading elr rov 7rOAtea tt~ov seems ~ 
me to be the correct one,-the readinO' elr 
rov rwv OAWV tteov, false. It admits of be
ing easily explained how the predicate 
which was an unusual one in the Christia~ 
sense, might be altered into the phraseolo

gy common among the Christians j but not 
so casily how the latter could be changed 
into the former. But that Origen himself, 
speaking from his own Christian position, 
should apply the term 7rOALtVr to God, can
not appear singular, ~s the comparison with 
thc Zevr 7rOAteVr was hovering before his 
mind. The word 7rOAtr, which occurs so 
often in this sentence, favors the supposition 
of such an allusion. If this reading is 
adopted, the allusion makes it probable that 
avaAapf3avovnr should be read instead of 
avaAapf3avovra. 

3 De idololatria, c. 18: Sci to non semper 
comparanda esse vetera ct nova, mdia et 
polita, ccepta' et explicim, servilia et lihc
ralia. 
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soldiers that came to him to relinquish their former calling, but pre
scribed to them certain rules, by which they might pursue it in a man
ner well-pleasing t<> God; but, it was replied to them, that John stood 
on the dividing line between the two economies. But when they 
brought forward in their defence the example of the centurion, whose 
faith Christ himself had commended, (Luke 7,) and especially the ex
ample of the believing Cornelius; the force of such an appeal could be 
more readily felt by their opponents, and Tertullian himself, that zeal
ous antagonist of the military profession amongst Christians, believed it 
could not be wholly condemned, in the case where such as had become 
Christians while they were soldiers, persevered in the calling they had 
once chosen, so fur as it could be done consistently with their steadfast
ness in the faith.1 Against the profession of anns was also quoted the 
command to Peter, in Matth. 26: 52, to put up again his sword into 
its place.2 This command, the opponents of the military calling, in 
despite of the context and of the manifest end for which it was given, 
would consider as addressed to all Christians. 

Christianity, beginning with the consciousness of redemption, the 
central point of all that is distinctively Christian, aimed to assimilate 
and to appropriate wh-atever belongs purely to man and to his worldly 
relations, for the kingdom of God. All this was to be pervaded with 
the divine life, all this was to be ennobled by it. This Christian mode 
?f appropriating the world manifested itself in opposition to the method 
In the two previous stages of human development; one of which was 
a secularizing of the spirit, a confounding it with the world and a deifi
cation of the worldly, in paganism; the other, opposition to the world, 
arising out of the consciousness of the inward schism of sin, when the 
world presented itself to the consciousness only as that which is without 
God and contrarj to God-the Jewish, legal position. Contemplated 
~rom both these positions, the Christian life was unintelligible in its true 
Import and significancy. Contemplated from the legal position, it ap
peared as something too free, verging near to paganism; and from the 
~eath.en position, as something too unfree, too c?nstr!lined. The Chris
tian hfe could not fail to be reproached as a bemg r.Ighteous overmuch, 
as the immodica 8uperstitio, the nimium pietatis,3 - sheer pietism. The 
Christians must have seemed a race that hated the light, that were dead 
to the world, and hence of no use in it.4 
. To this charO'e, laid against the Christians, Tertullian replies :5 " How 
IS it possible they should be such, who live in the midst of yeu, have 
the same food and clothing, the same necessaries of life as yourselves? 
For we are no Brahmins, or Indian gymnosophists, no d,Yellers in the 
'Woods, no recluses retired from the haunts of men. We well under
stand what thanks we owe to God, our Lord and Creator; we despise 
not the enjoyment of his works. We only moderate that enjoyment, 

1 De COrona miIit. c. 2. of his letters, the pagan husband says of 
.2.De idololatria, c. 19: Omnem postca his wife, a. Christian, " qure, dum nimia pia 

nllhtem Dominus in Petro exannando dis fuit, facta est impia."
cinxit. ~ See the words cited nbm'c, on page 92: 

8 In an epitaph which Gilbert Bumet dis " natio latebrosa et lucifuga," and the rest. 
COvered at Lyons, and published in the first 6 Apologet. c. 42. 
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that it may not degenerate into excess or abuse.' With you, therefore, 
we inhabit this world, not without markets, baths, inns, workshops, 
fairs, and whatever else is considered necessary to the intercourse of 
life. We also pursue with you the business of navigation, OF WAR, of 
agriculture, of commerce; we share in your employments, and con
tribute of our labor, to your profit, for the public service." 1 

Yet while it was true, that the Christians by no means withdrew 
themselves from the intercourse of life, they were, at the same time, in 
the frequent habit of setting apart certain days for the purpose of self
examination and quiet devotion, for the purpose of renewedly conse
crating their lives to God; so that they might return back, with fresh 
zeal and vigor and renovated powers of holy living, to their ordinary 
avocations. These days of holy consecration, of penitence and prayer, 
which individual Christians appointed for their own use, were often
times also a sort of fast-days. That they might be less disturbed by 
sense whilst their minds were intent on holy things, they were accus· 
tomed on such days to confine their bodily wants within stricter limits 
than usual, or else to fast entirely; where we must take into considera
tion the peculiar nature of that hot climate in which Christianity first 
began to spread. Whatever they saved by their abstinence on these 
days, was appropriated to the maintenance of the poor brethren. There 
were also many, who, in the warmth of their first love, after being bap
tized, immediately gave a large portion of their earthly property, or all 
that they had, to the church fund or to the poor, feeling themselves 
constrained to express, in the strongest manner, their contempt of the 
earthly things by which their hearts had been hitherto enslaved; to de
clare most decidedly, - what now had full possession of their hearts,
the wish to sacrifice, to give away anything, so they might but win the 
heavenly pearl. It was to them as though the words of our Lord were 
addressed directly to themselves: "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast and givc to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven; and come and follow me." Within the bosom of the church, 
they led a quiet, retired life, maintained themselves by the labor of 
their hands, and remained unmarried, that, without being disturbed by 
earthly cares, the.Y might devote themselves to prayer, to the study of 
the scriptures, to holy meditations, and to active labors for the kingdom 
of God; and all that remained from the earnings of their industry, 
after barely satisfying the most necessary wants of life, they devoted to 
objects of Christian charity. Such Christians were called the .A.bste
nients, the zealous seekers after Christian perfection, continentes, u'(J/C1JTGL.2 

There were many others, again, who, through the influence of a· pious 

1 How far remote the idea of the later pliciter nudus, et nudis pedibus et sine domo 
monaehism lay from the apprehension of in montibus conversatur, quemadmodum
Christians generally, is evident from a. pas aliquot ex. his animalibus, quro herbis ves
sage in Irenreus, where he is speakinO' of cuntur, veniam merebitur, ideo quod igno
their dependeuce for the means of support ret necessitates nostrro conversationis. 
on the heathens among whom they lived 2 'A(J/(eLV, u.(JK~T1Jr;, a current word among 
1. IV. c. 30: Etenim, si is qui tibi hrec im~ pagans and Christians in this period, to de
pntat, separatus est a gentilium cretu, et note a peculiarly rigid moral discipline. 
nihil est alienorum apud cum, sed est sim. 
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Christian education, had from the earliest years imbibed such a love for 
divine things, as made them solicitous to loosen to the utmost every tie 
which bound them to the earth. Individuals of this class were to be 
found belonging to both the sexes; - the females were called distinc
tively Trup&evot, virgins.l . 

A.mongst the pagans themselves, it was then the custom of those who 
1ed lives consecrated to meditation, to be ascetics in the sense above 
given. Philosopher and ascetic were synonymous expressions.2 The 
term" philosophy" was to denote the direction and bent of the whole 
life. But it must be admitted, that among the pagans this had already 
become also a mask for hypocrisy, as for example, with the notorious 
pseudo-cynics. Now it sometimes happened, that these pagan ascetics 
:were led, in their earnest strivings after perfection, to embrace Christ
Ianity; and after having become Christians, still adhered to their former 
habits of life, which, in themselves, contained nothing repugnant to 
Christianity; or that others, in whom Christianity first produced a more 
serious turn of life, adopted these habits, as a token of the change that 
~ad been wrought in them. They could avail themselves of the atten
tIOn they attracted by publicly appearing in the garb of these philo
sophical ascetics, - the philosopher's cloak,s - and of the respect paid 
to them by the multitude on account of their mode of life, to enter into 
philosophical and religious conversation with those who, out of respect 
or curiosity, gathered round them in the public walks or places of re
SO~; and thus to present to them Christianity as the new and heavenly 
phllosophy,4 which had come from the East. It was assuredly a picture 
taken from the very life of those times, where we are told by Justin 
Martyr,5 that early one morning, as he made his appearance on the 
pUblic walk, he was presently accosted by several with the salutation, 
"Good morrow, philosopher; " 6 whilst one of them added, that he had 
received it as a lesson from his master in philosophy, never to slight 
the philosopher's cloak, but to welcome with every civility those that 
appeared in it, and endeavor to draw them into conversation. This 
led to a dialogue on the marks of true religion, and on Christianity. 
"Joy to thee," exclaims Tertullian to the philosopher's cloak,7 "a bet
ter philosophy has deigned to wrap itself in thy folds, since thou hast 
began to be the garb of the Christian." 
. 'Vhile spiritual pride could so easily attach itself to this mode of 

life, the spirit of Christian love and humility, in such a form, shines 
forth with the more splendor, as in the example of that Alcibiades, 

:. or such Tertullian spe~ks, de c~lt. fe
ml!1' 1. ,II. c. 9: Aliqui abst.mentes vmo e.~ 
aUlmahbus esculentis, multl se spadonatUl 
obsignant propter reo-num Dei j - and Jus
tin. Mart. Apolog. II: TIoAAOt TtVer _ lca~ 
'1roAAa2 l;Tj/cOVTOVTOt Ka~ l{3oofLTjKOVTOVTOt, 
OL tIC Traio<Jv tfLa{}TjTelr&TjC1av TiiJ XptaTiiJ, 
a~{}opOt OtafLevovC1t, - which, indeed, is not 
to be so understood as if all these had from 
t~e first purposely adopted such a mode of 
life. 

~ See e. g. Artemidor. oneirocrit. IV. 
where he speaks of an 'AU;avopor 6 ~LAO
C10cpOr, (fLeAe oe alrriiJ, OVTt civdpt aaK~TTJ, oil're 
rap,ov, ovre IColv<Jvlar, ovre TrAOVTOV' - and 
V. 18: 'EI/JtAoC1oC/JTjaev eVTOll<Jr /CaL Tolr AO
rOLr leaL T~ ciC1K~aet X(J1JC1apevOr ciKOMV8-0~. 

8 Tpi{3<Jv, Tpt{3WVlOV, pallium. 
4 ~lAoC101jJ£a TCrv {3ap{3ap<Jv. 
6 Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. 
6 ~lAoao¢e, xaZpe I 
'r In his tract de pallio. 
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who was one of the imprisoned confessors at Lyons.1 Having accus· 
tomed himself, as an ascetic, to live on bread and water, he continued 
to observe the same habits in the prison; when, by the inward voice of 
the Spirit, it was revealed to Attalus, one of the other confessors, that 
Alcibiades was wrong in refusing to enjoy what God had created, and 
thus giving occasion of offence to other Christians. To this admoni· 
tion, Alcibiades immediately submitted, and without further scruple 
partook indiscriminately of all that was set before him, giving God 
thanks.2 

Now, though suelt ascetics were fully penetrated with a Christian 
spirit, - a spirit of love and humility, - yet we cannot fail to per· 
eeive, even here, a one-sided tendency, which, in the earlier stages of 
the development of Christian life, might easily become excessive. 
Christianity was designed to be the 1JJorld-subjecting principle. It was 
to take up into itself and 'appropriate to its own ends all that belongs 
to man, - all that is of the world. But to bring this about, it was 
necessary that it should first enter into a conflict with what had hith· 
erto been the world-subjecting principle, - into a conflict with sin and 
the principle of heathenism and everything connected therewith, con· 
eerning which necessary conflict we have had occasion to speak else· 
where. l'he clearing away of these hindrances must therefore be the 
first aim of Christianity; although indeed this was an obj ect that could 
not be really accomplished without the positive appropriation of the 
purely human element. In the development, in time, the negative, 
aggressive tendency must needs appear first; and of this there might 
easily come to be an undue predominance, while the positive appropri. 
ating element~ without which the problem of Christianity could never be 
resolved, might retreat out of sight. Hence a one-sided ascetic ten· 
dency easily introduced itself into the earliest stages, into the first 
8tadium, of the development of the Christian life, and more parlieu· 
larly in the case of those who embraced Christianity with their whole 
soul. "\Vherever this religion awakened in the first place disgust at the 
worldly pursuits which hall previously swallowed up the life, enkindled 
the holy flame of love for the divine, of aspiration after eternal life, 
this fir:,st movement would readily assume an ascetic shape. With this, 
other elements might now intermingle, that had formed· themselves, in· 
dependent of Christianity, out of the previous process of the world's 
development, and which, without the creative influence of Christianity, 
would have taken a much wider sweep, and which could be finally sut. 
dued only by the might of this new principle of life. The sprightly, 
youthful .life of the pagan world had passed over at length ~nto the 
s~nse of mward disunion, of schism, and had given place to the dualis· 
~lC .and a~cetic tendencies coming from the East. Accordingly, Christ
lamty at l.ts first appearance found such tendencies already existing, and 
these, whlCh found a point of contact and union in the deep-felt breach, 
woul~ have pressed onward to a still more extravagant length, if the 
consCIOusness of redemption pr,oceeding from Christianity had not, in 

1 See above, p. 112, and the following. !l Enseb. l. V. c. 3. 
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proportion as it unfolded itself, deprived them more and more of this 
point of union. But beyond a doubt, this already existing tendency to 
a misconceived renunciation of the world and of sense, might mix in with 
the one-sided negative tendency, which, as we have seen, would first 
become prominent in the development of Christian life, and might in 
this way assume a Christian shape and coloring. 

Thus arose an undue estimation of the ascetic, contemplative life
of celibacy - which could go to the extreme of awarding to such life a 
much more exalted stage of future blessedness.! It was here, that the 
mistaken apprehension of our Saviour's language to the rich found its 
support - that a perfection, surpassing that ordinary standard of the 
Christian life which is occupied in fulfilling the duties of one's earthly 
calling, was denoted by those words - which perfection consisted in 
the renunciation of every earthly good, (the germ of the doctrine of 
the concilii evangelici.) Now in this manner it became possible, that 
an opposition which belonged to the fundamental principles of antiqui
ty, - but which by the consciousness of redemption, of the princi
ple of the divine life destined to enoble all that belongs to humanity, 
was overcome and banished, -:.... should imperceptibly gain admission 
once more into the evolution of Christianity itself; - we mean, that 
opposition between the common and the higher, the' practical and the 
contemplative life - between divine and human virtue. It is clear, 
how this apprehension must have coincided with the notion of a caste of 
priests, preeminently consecrated to God, who must hold themselves 
aloof from all intercourse with the world; and so too. the opinion might 
have had its birth, that celibacy belonged to the perfection of the spirit
ualorder.2 

This falsely conceived opposition to the world had already become 
the mask for a worldly temper, which would affect the appearance of 
holiness, or sought to gain an easier life at the expense of the church.s 
Cyprian had to write a tract of admonition and warning against the 
showy dress and display which had crept in among the rich virgins, at 
Carthage, who had consecrated themselves to God.4 And thus it hap
pened, that in disdaining what is in harmony with nature,-which is also 
what corresponds to Christianity,-men devised unnatural forms of rela
tion between the two sexes; -and in this case, nature, so proudly dis
dained, could easily exercise a dangerous reaction, and sensuality cor
ruptly intermingle with the spiritual state; as in the cohabitation of such 
virgins with unmarried ecclesiastics, under the pretence of a purely 
spiritual connection.5 

~As is done expressly by Origen, Bomil. 8 See what Tertullian, who was now a 
41A. in .lerem. § 4. Compo Cyprian, de violent, over-heated accuser of the catholic 
habitu virginum. church indeed, but who must have felt that 

2 The council of ElYira, (A. D. 305,) he had some ground for such charges, says 
from which, however, no inference can be against many virgine.s: lEmulatio iIlas non 
drawn with re!!"ard to the general practice religio producit ; aliquando et ipse vcnter, 
of the church. This council, where the Deus corum, quia facile virgines fraternitas 
one-sided ascetic spirit spoken of above, suscipit. De idololatrin, e. 14. 
prevailed to an emiJwnt degree, decreed 4 Compo the tract de habitu virginum. 
already, can. 33, that bishops, TJresbyters Ii The (11JVt:lcraKTol, as they were after,
and deacons, living with their wives, snould wards called, subintroduetre. Against them, 
he deposed from their places. Cyprian, cp. 62, ad Pompon. Though Cy-

VOL. I. 24 
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And while thus the secluded life of ascetics and ecclesiastics was ex
tolled above the common life of Christians,. anot.her mischievous conse
quence resulted. They who were occupied in the common business of 
life, forgot the greatness of their Christian calling, and thought they 
were entitled to lower very much the requisitions as to their own daily 
living. 

As early as the time of Clement of Alexandria. there were those who, 
on being advised not to put themselves on a level with the pagans in 
their rage for the public shows, but to ponder well what belonged to the 
seriousness of the Christian calling, were accustomed to repel such ex
hortations, and excuse themselves by saying, " We cannot all be philos
ophers and ascetics; we are ignorant people; we cannot read;' we un
derstand nothing of the holy scriptures; why should we be subjected 
to such rigorous demands? " 1 

Yet we observe many indications, too, that a sound' Christian spirit 
opposed itself to this false ascetic tendency. Such we find in an ancient 
writing known by the name of the Shepherd, which is said to have 
been composed by a certain Hermas, and had great authority in the 
first centuries. In regard to fasting, it is here said,2 "Above all, exer
cise thy abstinence in this, to refrain both from speaking and from hear
ing what is wrong; and cleanse thy heart from all pollution, from all 
revengeful feelings, and from all covetousness; and on the day thou 
fastest, content thyself with bread, vegetables and water, and thank 
God for these. But reckon up what thy meal on this day would have 
cost thee, and give the amount to some widow, or orphan, or to the 
poor. Happy for thee, if, with thy children and whole household, thou 
observest these things." Clement of Alexandria notices the fact, that 
many kinds of pagan worship required celibacy and abstinence from 
meat and wine in their priests; that thero were rigid ascetics among 
the Indians, namely the Samaneans, and hence argued that usages 
which may exist also in other religions and even be combined with 
superstition, cannot, in themselves considered, be peculiarly Christian. 
He then adds, - "Paul declares that the kingdom of heaven consists 
not in meat and drink, neither therefore in abstaining from wine and 
flesh, but in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. As 
humility is shown, not by the castigation of the body, but by gentle
ness of disposition, so also abstinence is a virtue of the soul, consisting 
n~t in that which is without, but in that which is within the man. Alr 
stmence has reference not to some one thing alone, not merely to pleas
ure, b~t it is abstinence also to despise money, to tame the tongue, and 
to obtam by reason the dominion over sin." 3 

prian elsewhere speaks, even in extravagant 13th canon, that such fallen virgins who re

terms, of the obligations which were con fused to return back to their former condi

nected with the entrance-into such a mode tion, should be refused communion, even in 

of life as a connubium spiritale cum Dom the article of death. 

ino, yet he expresses himself here with be 1 'Ai\.i\.' ov 7raVTer; ~ti\.ouo¢ovp.ev, rpappa

coming moderation: Si antem perseverare -ra o~" ep.a{fov. Clemens Prodagog. 1. ID. 

nolunt vel non possunt, melius est, ut nu £ 255. 

bant) quam in ignem delictis suis cadant. 2 Lib. nI, Similitud. V .. 

~ut the council of Elvira decreed, in their 8 Clemens Strom.!. IlL f. 446, et seq. 
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When those people of whom we have spoken above, excused them
selves from the more severe requisitions regarding their daily walk, 
with the plea, we are not all philosophers, not of the spiritual order, he 
replies to them: But are we not all striving after life? What sayest 
thou? How art thou then a believer? How lovest thou God and thy 
neighbor? Is that not philosophy? Thou sayest, I have never learned 
to read. But if thou hast not learned to read, thou canst not excuse 
thyself thus, for not l~aving heard; for there is no need of anyone's 
teaching thee this. (All hear the preached word, hear the scriptures 
read in the church assemblies.) But faith is not the possession of the 
wise of this world, but of the wise in God. Faith is taught also with
out writing; and its writing, which is adapted even to the knowledge 
of the ignorant, is still divine, and is called love. Even the . business 
of the world may be managed in an unworldly, in a godly manner." 1 

Thus Clement insists on the common spiritual and priestly calling of all 
believers, and he requires even of those engaged in trades, and of pub
licans, that they should exhibit philosophy in their practice.2 It was 
for the purpose of correcting the opinion of those who considered the 
renunciation of all worldly goods as true Christian perfection, misun
derstanding Christ's language to ·the rich young man, that the same 
Clement wrote his beautiful tract on the question, " What must be the 
rich man's character, in order that he may be saved." 3 In this tract, 
~e endeavors to show that in Christianity the disposition of the heart 
IS the essential thing. " Our Saviour," says Clement, " does not, as 
many groundlessly assume, command us to throwaway our earthly 
goods, but to banish the opinion of money, the passion for it - that 
canker of the soul- the cares, the thorns of worldly life, which choke 
the seed of the divine life. What does our Lord teach as something 
n~w, as the only life-giving doctrine, of which those who came before 
him knew nothing? What is it, that is peculiarly his own, and the new 
creation ? Not some outward act, that others also have done;. but 
something higher, more divine, more perfect, intimated only by the out
ward act, that all which is foreign, should be torn up, root and branch, 
and cast forth from the soul. For even those before him despised out
ward things, and in fact gave away their earthly goods; but the in
w~rd passions of the soul only became the stronger, for they were filled 
wIth vanity, pride and contempt for other men, - as if they had done 
something themselves beyond the reach of humanity. A man may have 
~hrown away his earthly possessions and still retain the desire of them 
~n hiR heart; thus subjecting himself to the double disquietude of hav
Ing to regret his prodigality and of feeling himself deprived of the 
necessaries of life. What means would be left of communicating one 
to another, if none had the means to bestow? And were this the doc

• 1 nLurlr d~ ob uo¢i:w Tc;,V Karu KOufov. not ~ exac,tly rendered,) Karu {}eo~ a1ra

aAAa ri:Jv lCara {}eov eurt ro Kr1;p.a, 1/ oe yew ov Kel(CJAvrat. 

IC~~ avev ypaf1parCJv krr-at&eveTat: Kat ro 2 Kat TaVTV tptA0(10tpOVVTC.W ol lr.yopaio, 

crvrypaflflU aVr1;~, TO icJtCJrtKoV afla Kat leal 01 Ka1rf/Aot. Predagog. L III. f. 255. 

tgelov, u.ya1r7] K£KA:'lrat. 'AAAU Kat ril tv KOU8 Tir 0 uw~oflevor 1rMV<TlOr; i 0. 

p.iiJ KOUflLCJf. (a play upon words which can



280 MONTANISTIC SPIRIT OPPOSED. 

trine of our Lord, how could it fail to be at variance with many other 
glorious doctrines of his? Earthly property should be considered in the 
light of a staff, an instrument for good uses, to be turned to the proper 
account by those who know how to use ,it rightly." 

Clement recognized a divine order and arrangement in the unequal 
distribution of property, which was to serve as a material for Christian 
virtue. Community of goods appears to him as a thing- repugnant to 
the divine plan.t "As food does not advantage us in God's sight," 
says he, " so neither does the married or the unmarried life without 
knowledge, but virtuous action done with kno,wledge." 2 

When the Montanists would have imposed new fasts an<.l new laws of 
abstinence on the church, the spirit of evangelical freedom among the 
Christians took strong ground against them. They' were accused of 
not duly distinguishing between the economies of the Old and of the 
New Testament; of making laws where, according to the spirit of the 
gospel, all should be free, where everyone should act without con
straint, according to his own peculiar temperament and his own indi
vidual necessities. The only fasts prescribed by God was fasting from 
bosom stns.3 

Like others whose language we had occasion to cite above, Commo
dian also rebuked the extravagant estimation in which martyrdom was 
held as an opus operatum. He showed, that whoever was a martyr in 
disposition, whoever exercised love, humility, patience, was equal to the 
martyr without shedding a drop of blood.4 ":Many err," said he, 
"when they say, we have conquered the enemy by our blood; and 
they will not conquer him, if he comes to assault them (if he plunges 
them into temptations of another kind.)5 Thou, then, who wouldst 
become a martyr by the confessions of thy mouth, robe thyself in time 
of peace with all goodness, and rest secure." 

If the ascetic tendency was but a transient moment of excess on one 
side in the development of the Christian life; we see on the other hand, 
from the first, in that which presents the strongest contrast to it, in the 
ennobled family relation, the power of the Christian principle of life in 
its healthy development. And this great effect resulted first from the 
fact that the true import of marriage was realized by Christianity;
its import as the harmonious union of two individuals separated by sex, 
in a higher spiritual oneness of life, by the commtmication of a divine 
life destined to reconcile all antitheses. Connected with this, wa.') the 
fact, that wherever Christianity found entrance, the equal dignity and 
worth of the female sex, as possessing a nature created in the image of 

.. 1 'Or l~ lva"..TtlJV 0 lCouflOr crVYlCetTa£, Mons (which gives no good semel patiens fuerls, in
lJU1T'ep be -a-epfLov lCa~ ..pVXpov, ~TJPov Te Ka~ tellige til martyrem esse. 

S Instruct. 62 : vypov, OVTIJ "eLle Ti:JV chdoVTlJV "a" Ti:Jv 
Multi quidem errant dioentes, sanguin& n08tro, AafLf3avfJVTlJV. Strom at. 1. III. f. 449. Vlclmus iniquum, quo manente, 

2 Stromat. 1. IV. f. 533. (Which may be referred either to the near
8 See Tertullian, de jejuniis. est subject iniquus, as I have rendered, or 
• Instruct. 48 : the more remote sanguis: - they do not

Multa sint martyria, qure fiunt sine sanguine fOBO. want that victory which is won withoutAlienum non cupere, velie martyrium habere, 

Llnguam refrrenare, humUem te reduere debes blood.) 

Vim ultra non facere, nee fadam rcddere con~, Tu ergo, qui qurerls martyrium wHere verbo. 


In pace te vest! bonis, et esto seeurus. 
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..God and allied to the divine no less than the male, was brought dis
tinctly before the consciousness; and that the sex was invested with the 
rights belonging to it - in opposition to the principle of the ancient 
world, particularly in the East, where the woman was placed in an al.. 
together subordinate relation to the man.1 Thus Clement of Alexandria 
gives prominence to the Christian import of marriage and of the family 
life, in opposition to those who were given to the excessive ascetic tend
ency. "The genuine Christian," says he, "has the apostles for his 
example; and· in truth, it is not in the solitary life, one shows himself 
a man,. but he gets the victory over other men, who, as a husband and 
father of a family, withstands all the temptations that assail him in pro
viding for wife and children, servants and substance, without allowing 
himself to be turned from the love of God. T4e man with no family 
escapes many temptations; but as he has none save himself to care 
for, he is of less worth than the man, who has more·to disturb him, 
it is true, in the work of his own salvation, but accomplishes more in 
social life, and in truth presents in his own case a miniature of provi
dence itself." 2 Describing the Christian matron, he says:3 "The 
mother is the glory of her children; the wife, of her husband; both are 
the glory of the wife, and God is the glory of them all." And Tertul
lian: 4 ~'What a union is that between two believers, having in common 
one hope, one desire, one order of life, one service of the Lord? Both, 
like brother aft@. sister, undivided in spirit or body, nay, in the true 
sense twain in one flesh, kneel, pray and fast together, mutually teach, 
exhort, and bear with, each other; they are not separated in the 
church of God, and at the Lord's supper; they share each other's 
troubles, persecutions, joys; neither has any thing to hide from the 
other; neither avoids the other; there is free liberty to visit the sick, 
to sustain the needy; the harmony of psalms and hymns goes up be· 
tween them, and each vies with the other in singing the praise of their 
God. Christ rejoices to behold and hear such things, and scnds them 
his peace. 'Vhere there are two, there he is also; and where he is, the 
spirit of evil cannot enter." 

It was required of the Christian mistress of a family, that by the 
sobriety of her whole demeanor, by the decency and simplicity of her 
dress,5 she should show the spirit that ruled within, and thus let her 
very appearance shine as a light, in an age characterized by excessive 
display, luxury and corruption of manners. 

But here again there were two opposite parties. While to some, 
poverty of apparel seemed inseparably connected with the essence of 
humility, and to be implied in the idea of the. 8ervant form of the 
Christian life, others said, "it is enough to have the disposition which 
becomes Christian women. God looks on the heart - the outward ap
pearance is nothing. Why make a display of the change that has 
been wrought in us ? Far rather are we bound to furnish the heathens 

1 Also in the Ethic. magn. of Aristotle, 4 Ad uxorem, 1. JI. c. 8. 
1. 1. c. 34: Xeipov q yvvit Toii u.vOpO~. Ii Compo Commodian. instrnctiones, 59,

2 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 741. the satiric remarks directed against the gau
8 Predagog. 1. Ill. f. 250. dy apparel of the Christian women. 

24" 
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no occasion for blaspheming the Christian name and to accuse Christ
ianity of being irreconcilable with the customs of the world.1 These 
earthly goods are in our possession; why may we not use them? Why 
may we not enjoy what we have? For whom were these precious ob
jects created, if not for us ? Who are to enjoy the costly articles if 
all prefer the cheap?" 2 To the latter argument, Clement of Alexan
dria replied: "Even though all things are given us, though all things 
are allowed us; though all things are lawful for us,· yet, as the apostle 
says, all things are not expedient. God has created our race for doing 
good and communicating; he has created every thing for all; every
thing, therefore, is a common good; and the more wealthy should not 
make of it an exclusive possession. Such reasoning, therefore, 1s not 
humaU(~, does. not correspond with our social affections. Love will 
rather speak thus: 'I have it-why should I.not bestow it on the 
needy?'" 3 

Tertullian says: "What reasons can you have for going about in 
gay apparel, when you are removed from all with whom this is required? 
You do not go the round of the temples, you ask for no public shows, 
you have nothing to do with pagan festivals. You have no other than 
serious reasons for appearing abroad. It is to visit a sick brother, to 
be present at the communion, or a sermon; and if offices of courtesy or 
friendship call you among pagans, why not appear in your own peculiar 
armor, - especially as you are to mix with unbelieve~- that so the 
difference may be seen between the servants of God and of Satan, that 
you may serve for an example to them, and that they may be edified 
by you?" 

Adhering strictly to that religious and moral point of view in which 
the marriage relation was :first presented by Christianity, many be
lieved that where there was no union of hearts by the bond of religion, 
where there was rather disunion in regard to the highest concerns of 
the inward life, the true significancy of marriage could not be realized. 
Hence they discountenanced all marriage relation between Christians 
and pagans. Tertullian labors to show how inevitably the pious Chris
tian woman, who regarded Christianity as the soul of her life, who be
longed to the church as one of its living members, and felt herself 
happy in its communion, must, in a thousand ways, be checked and 
disturbed in her religious duties and injured in her feelings, by living 
with a heathen. "Is there a meeting for prayer," says he, " the hus
band will devote this day to the use of the bath; is a fast to be ob
served, he will on this day make a banquet for his friends. Never will 
more hindrances arise from the business of the household, than precise
ly when the duties of Christian charity ~mll. the wife to go abroad. 
(Next fo!lows the passage, which we have already quoted, relating to 
those duties of the Christian mistress of a family, in the performance of 
which she is hindered by her pagan husband.) 'Vhat shall her hus-

1 Tertnllian de C'Illtn feminarnm, particu- in the works above referred to, and by Cy. 
larly!. U. c. 11. prian, de habitn virginnm. Perhaps Te:

2 Clemens Predagog.1. II. c. 12. tullian and Cyprian had both read tIllS 
3 The same thing is said by Tertullian, work of Clement. 
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band sing to her, or sh·e to her ~usband? Would she like to hear any. 
thing (rom the theatre, or from the tavern? What mention is there of 
God, what invocation to Christ?, Where is the nourishment for faith 
by the quoting of scripture in their conversation ?1 Where is there re
freshment of spirit; where, the divine blessing? " ' 

In the cases just mentioned, the question related to a marriage that 
was to be contracted, where as yet no pledge had been given. It was 
different, where a connection, which was not ro be dissolved but sanc
tified by Christianity, already existed, and one of the parties became a 
convert. This case Tertullian expressly distinguishes from the former. 
" It is different with those, who, when they came to the faith, found 
themselves already connected in marriage with pagans. If such a 
marriage is valid with God, why should it not go on with his blessing, 
so that it may continue to be spared from many afflictions, disquietudes 
and stains, enjoying, as it does on one side, the protection of divine 
grace. But where one enters voluntarily and uncalled into forbidden 
relations, that is another thing." "The manner in which his wife was 
converted ro Christianity," continues Tertullian, "may have a strong 
impression on the heathen husband himself, so that he may be cautious 
h?w he disturbs her roo much, or watches her too narrowly. He has 
WItnessed a great event, he has seen the proofs of what God has wrought, 
he knows that she has become better for the change. Thus are thos,e 
the more easily gained over to the faith, to whom the grace of God is be
come familiar." It is true, the observance of such a change did not 
always make this favorable impression. Many a blind devotee to pa
ganism, when he observed that his wife, whose manners he was before 
obliged to watch with an anxious scrutiny, had become all at once so 
domestic and exemplary, - but at the same time that Christianity had 
produced the change: -spurned from him the wife whose vices he 
had before rolerated. The case sometimes occurred, too, where the 
Christian woman, who was married to a vicious heathen, and previous
ly, when a heathen herself, had been the pander of his vices, was now 
as a Christian forbidden by her conscience to persist in this course. 
She endeavored first by exhortations and remonstrances to lead him in 
a better way. But as these would be indignantly rejected, she found 
herself compelled, in order to avoid participating in his sinful life, to 
obtain a separation from him; and this proved the occasion of not a 
few persecutions, excited by exasperated husbands.2 

It resulted from this Christian point of view in the consideration of 
marriage, that it early became a custom to add the sanction of the 
church to the civil contract. The presiding officers of the church and 
the deaconesses were convoked. It was to be understood that the mar

1 Ubi fomenta fidei de scripturarum in the whole passage relatcs to quotations in 
teljcctione 1 accordinO". to the reading in conversetion, the first reading is to tho 

~igaltius' edition. A~cording to the read- point. And even if this is the right one, i' 

109 in that of Pamc1ius, "interlectione,n follows from it that husband and wife must 

"hy the intcrminrrlcd rending of the Holy posscss a familiar acquaintance with tho 

Scriptures" It h~rdlv admits of being de Bible. 

~rlUincd whic·h is the 'correct reading. As 2 Sec Justin Mart. apolog. II. 
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riage was contracted by the will of God, and not by the impulse of 
passion, and that all was done to the glory of God.! Bride and bride
groom sat down together at the Lord's table and partook of the com· 
munion. They presented a common offering to the church, and in 
return, the blessing of God was specially implored on this new marriage 
in the prayer of the church connected with the communion. What im
portance was attached by the Christians to the sanction of the church, 
appears from the following passage of Tertullian : 2 "In what language 
can we express the happiness of that marriage which is concluded by 
the church, sealed by the communion, and consecrated by the benedic
tion; which the angels announce and God the Father ratifies." 

The soul of the whole Christian life was considered to be prayer. 
Even they who otherwise differed widely in bent of mind, or habits of 
thinking on many important points, were agreed in acknowledging this. 
Where the spirit of Christianity brings together the most opposite na
tures, it would be difficult to find a stronger contrast, than that between 
the practical realism of Tertullian, so inclined to reduce everything to 
forms of sense, and the speculative turn of Origen, who was quite too 
prone to sublimate everything into spirit. But both appear equally 
penetrated with a living Christianity, when they come to discourse of 
prayer; both seem to speak from their own inward experience, and in 
both, the essential Christian spirit presses through all individual pecu
liarities. Tertullian, in accordance with a prevailing view of" those 
early Christian times, contemplates prayer as an exercise of the priestly 
office of Christians. "It is the spiritual sacrifice," says he,3 " which 
has superseded the sacrifices of the old covenant, Is. 1: 11. This 'pas
sage informs us what God does not seek; but the gospel teaches us 
what he does seek - , The hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for God is a 
spirit.' We are the true worshippers and the true priests, who pray in 
the spirit, and thus offer the sacrifice which is befitting God's nature, 
and well-pleasing in his sight, - that sacrifice which he has sought. 
And what is there, which the God who seeks this prayer can withhold 
from the prayer that springs from the spirit and from truth? How 
much do we read, hear, believe of the proofs of its efficacy!" He 
then proceeds to describe the peculiar efficacy of Christian prayer; 
to show how it should correspond to the peculiar nature of the religious 
~onstitution under the New Testament; how Christian prayer reveals 
Its true power, not in delivering men miraculously in the hour of death 
and.of suffering, but in making them capable of enduring death and suf
fenn,q with composure and cheerful resignation. " By virtue of im
parted. gr~ce it dulls not the sense of pain, but arms him who suffers 
the pam WIth strength to bear it. The prayer of the Christian draws 
down no retribution from heaven but it averts God's anger; it watches 
f~r its enem~es; ~t i~tercedes f~r the persecutors;" it obtains t?e for
giveness of sms; It dispels temptations; it comforts the feeble-mmded; 

1 Ignat. cp. II. ad Polycarp, § 5. first by Mnratori T. III. Anecdotor. bib]. 

2 Ad uxor. 1. II. c. 8. Ambros.' 

8 Cap. 28, de orat. in the piece publisbed 
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it refreshes the strong. Prayer is the bulwark of faith." Origen 
says,! "How much has each one·among us to say about the efficacy of 
prayer, when we would thankfully record the benefits received from 
God! Souls which had long lain barren, and which became conscious 
of their dearth, rendered fruitful by the Holy Spirit through persever
ing prayer, have given forth words of salvation full of the intuitions of 
truth. What mighty enemies, aiming at the overthrow of our divine 
faith, have, time and again, been brought to shame! Our confidence 
was in those words, ' Some trust in chariots and in horses, but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God;' and verily we experienced, 
that the horse is a vain thing for safety. The power, also, of bewilder
ing arguments, which might indeed stagger many who are accounted 
believers, has been often vanquished by him who trusts in prayer. 
How many instances are there of those who have fallen into tempta
tions difficult to be overcome, but suffered no injury in them, and come 
forth unharmed, without being even touched by the smell of the hostile 
flames! And what shall 1 further say? How often has it happened, 
when they have been thrown before ravenous beasts or exposed to ma
lignant spirits and cruel men, they have reduced them to silence by 
their prayers, so that their teeth could not touch us, who were the mem
bers of Christ! We know that many, who had departed from the pre
cepts of our Lord, and lay already in the jaws of death, have been res
cued by the prayer of penitence." 

The same Father contemplates prayer in its inseparable unity with 
the entire life, when he sOays : 2 " He prays without ceasing, who suita
bly unites prayer with action; for active duty is an integrant part of 
prayer; since it would be impossible to understand the words of the 
apostle, ' Pray without ceasing,' in any practicable sense, unless we 
represented to ourselves the whole life of the believer as one entire 
and connected prayer,S of which prayer, commonly so called, forms but 
a part." 

We recognize here a mode of thinking grounded in the essence of 
primitive Christianity, intimately connected with the consciousness of 
the universal Christian priesthood, which distinguishes the Christian 
standing ground as well from the pagan as from the Jewish - the view 
of prayer as an act embracing the whole life - making the entire Chris
tian life a continuous prayer. In this reference, Origcn says in his 
exposition of the Lord's prayer: 4 " 'Ve ought not to think that a ~et of 
words has been taught us which we are to repeat at certain stated sea:. 
Sons for prayer. If we duly understand what was said in regard to the 
duty of' praying without ceasing,' then our whole life - if we do thus 
pray without ceasing-must express' Our Father which art in heaven;' 
such a life having its conversation, not on earth, but always in heaven, 
and we being thrones of God, inasmuch as the kingdom of God has its 
seat in all who bear the image of the Man from heaven, and have thus 

1 De orat. § 13. 8 E2 TrUVTa TOV /3LOV TOU ayiov piav av
2 De orat. c. 12. vaTrToflf.vT/V peyuAT/V eiTrOlflEV £VXT/V. 

o • De orat. Co 22 0 
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become heavenly themselves." Clement of Alexandria says :1 "Prayer, 
if I may speak so boldly, is intercourse with God. Although we do 
but lisp, although we address God without opening the lips, in silence, 
we cry to him in the inward recesses of the heart; for when the whole 
direction of the inmost soul is to him, God always hears." 2 Again, 
when he is wishing to present the ideal of a devout Christian, arrived 
at the maturity of knowledge, the same writer says: 3 " He will pray in 
every place, but not openly, to be seen of men. He prays' in every 
situation, in his walks for recreation, in his intercourse with others, in 
'silence, in reading, in all rational pursuits. And although he is only 
thinking on God in the little chamber of the 8oul, and calling upon his 
Father with silent aspirations, God is near him and with him, while he 
is yet speaking."4 

Tertullian's description, above quoted, of the blessedness of a Chris
tian marriage, shows that uniting together in spiritual songs and the 
reading of scripture belonged to the daily edification of Christian fam
ilies. In like manner Clement of Alexandria recommends union in 
prayer and the reading of the Bible,5 as a daily morning employment 
for Christian heads of families. The controversial writings of Tertul
lian concerning matters of chl}r~h life and morality, where he conceives 
of laymen as his opponents, prove that even they were well acquainted 
with the scriptures, and were used to judge concerning the relations of 
life from them. 

The Christians were, in general, accustomed to fall in with the cus
tomary seasons of prayer already fixed upon among the Jews; namely, 
the third, the sixth and the ninth hours of the day, as it was then 
divided; or at nine, at twelve and at three in the afternoon; not that 
they wished t<> confine the duty of prayer to any stated times, but as 
Tertullian explained,6 "for the purpose of reminding those of their 
duty who might be drawn away from it by their worldly business." 
Yet the Christians were accustomed to sanctify with prayer all the' 
more important portions of the· day, and all the more important trans
actions of life, whether relating to the mind or the body; since even 
the concerns of the world were to be made holy by receiving a heavenly 
direction. " It behoves the faithful," says Tertullian, "neither to take 
food, nor to enter a bath, without interposing a prayer; for the nour
ishing and refreshing of the spirit should have precedence of the nour
ishing and refreshing of the body, the heavenly of the earthly." Thus 
too, a Christian, who had received into his house a brother from a dis
tant land, and entertained him with all the bodily refreshments in his 
power,. was not to dismiss him without prayer; he was to treat him nO 

otherWIse than if he saw in the stranger the Lord himself; and the 
g~est was not. to look upon the earthly refreshment which he had re
cClved from his brother as of more value than the heavenly which he 

1 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 722. , '0 oe lyyi>, lTt AaMvVTO, 7rapUfTtv. 
lZ IIuO'av yap TrJV lVOta~tTov Oflt'Aiav 0 Ii Evxn lCa2 uvayvc.JO't,. Predagog. L n. 

fho, cidUlAtt7rTc.J, l1rattt. f.194.D. 
8 Stromat. 1. VIT. £ 728. 6 De orate c. 25. 
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bestowed on him at parting.1 On pressing emergencies, affecting either 
the church in general, or individual members of it in whom all felt a 
special interest, the whole church assembled for prayer; and all gen
eral deliberations were opened with prayer. It was in prayer, that the 
brotherly fellowship, the mutual sympathy of the members of the One 
Body was to be specially expressed; each was to pray in the spirit of 
all, and to present the interests of an the brethren, which he regarded 
as his own, before the great Head of the Church, and through him, b~ 
fore Eternal Love. Thus Cyprian, in his exposition of the Lord's 
prayer, says, " The teacher of peace and of mutual fellowship was de
sirous, not that each individual should pray for himself alone, but that 
each should pray for all. We say not, my Father, but our Father; 
nor do we pray, each for the forgiveness of his own sins alone, nor for 
himself alone, that he may not be led into temptation, and that he 
may be delivered from the evil. Ours is a common prayer; and when 
we pray, we pray not for individuals, but for the whole church, be
cause, being members of the church, we are all one. That God who 
is the Author of peace and of union, would have each individual pray 
for all, even as he, in one, has borno us all." And when Cyprian, the 
bishop, in the pressure of persecution, was encouraging his church to 
prayer, he wrote to them: -" Let each of you pray to God, not for 
hiniself alone, but for all the brethren, as the Lord has taught us to 
pray." 
. Convinced that the things of God were to be understood only in the 
lIght of God's Spirit, and that the heavenly fountain was opened to 
man by prayer, the Christians regarded this exercise as the necessary 
!Ileans to the knowledge of divine things and to the right understand
lUg of scripture. When Origen, that great teacher of the church, who 
had availed himself of every human aid accessible in.his time for the 
understanding of the scriptures and for the unfolding of the doctrines 
therein contained, and turned to this purpose all the resources of his 
vast learning and profound speculations, was exhorting his disciple, the 
young Gregory , (afterwards called Thaumaturgus,) to diligent" seek
lUg and knocking" in the study of scripture, he added, " Be not con
tent, however, with seeking and knocking, to gain insight into the things 
of God; prayer is the most necessary means of all. 2 Inciting us to 
this, Our Saviour did not say alone, ' Knock and it shall be opened' to 
you; seek and ye shall find;' but also, ' Pray and it shall be given 
you.' " 

On those days which were specially consecrated to the remembrance 

1 The passaO'e in Tertullian, de orat. c. 26, nnbelief, if he valued the parting prayer, 
Which is not ~thout its difficulties, I will the blessing of the Christian brother his en
here present translated: "But he himself tertainer, as of no account compared with 
too, (the brother from abroad,) after having the bodily rcfreshment bestowed;) or how 
been entertaiued by the brethren," - I sup shalt thou say, according to the Lord's pre
pose in this place exceptus should he read cept, Peace be with this house! unless thou 
Instead of exemptis, - must not value the retumest to those iu the house the blessing, 
earthly refreshments more highly than the (previously received from them.) 
heavenly j for thy faith would at once be 2'AvaY'caLoTf;£TT} rup Kal 1} 1rEP'i, ToV VOEil! 
sentenced; (i. e. he would thereby evince his Ta ~e'ia eVxf]. 
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of Christ, the Risen, the Christians were accustomed to pray standing 
erect, to signify that Christ had raised up to heaven those who were 
fallen and sunk in the mire of the earth; on all other days they prayed 
kneeling. Yet Origen warned Christians against the ·self-delusion 
which in the outward form forgot the temper of the heart; he pointed 
them from the latter to the former, and labored to show that the latter 
was utterly without significance unless connected with the former; was, 
in itself considered, an indifferent matter. "Before one stretches out 
his hands to heaven," he says,! " one must lift his soul upward; and 
before one raises up his eyes, one must lift up his spirit to God; for 
there can be no doubt, that among a thousand possible positions of the 
body, outstretched hands and uplifted eye are to be preferred abovt: all 
others, as imaging forth ~hose directions of the soul which are befitting 
in prayer. We are of opinion that this posture should be preferred 
where there is nothing to forbid it; for there are certain circumstan
ces, as sickness, where one may pray even sitting or lying. And under 
certain circumstances, as for example, on board ship, or in situations 
which would not allow one to retire for the purpose of offering up the 
suitable prayer, one may pray, without seeming to do so. And since 
the bowing of the knee is required when a man is confessing before 
God his own sins and imploring the forgiveness of them, he should 
know that this posture is the sign of a bowed down and humble spirit." 
Origen supposes the passage in Philip. 2: 10, to refer to such a spirit
ual bowing the knee in self-humiliation at the name of Jesus. Tertul
lian and Cyprian explain, that prayer does not consist in the pomp of 
outward gestures, but in the direction of the heart to God. "God 
hears not the voice, but the heart," says Cyprian. " He who discerns 
the thoughts of men, needs not to be reminded of their cry; thus Han
nah, in the book of Kings, presents the type of the church. She sup
plicated God, not with noisy prayer, but in the silent depths of the 
heart. Her prayer was in silence, but her faith was known to God." 

In Commodian's Collection of rules for the Christian life, we find this 
laid down with the rest: that prayer, not accompanied with works of 
Christian love, is nothing.2 . 

We now pass from the consideration of the Christian life generally, 
and of family devotion, to the forms of public worship. 

II. Public and Oommon Worship of God. 
1. Oharacter of the Ohristian WorShlP generally. 

That in which the peculiar character of the Christian worship was 
really ~rounded,.and by which it was clearly distinguished from every 
other !tind of reh~ious cultus, was that same fundamental intuition out 
of .wh1ch the .e~tlre Christian life originally sprang, -the idea of the 
umversal. Ch:lShan priesthood - of that worship of God in spirit and in 
truth, which 1S confined to no special time or place, and to no particular 

1 Cap. 31. Aut si benefactis ores miseratur egenis, 
II Instruct. 79: Ne dubit.ell quin quod petieris detur oraDti. 

Oranrem si eupias exaudiri de callo, Tu sane si nudus benefactill Deum adores, 
Rumpe de latibulis nequitim vineta j In totum ne facias sic orationes int>pte. 



289PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

class of actions, but embraces in like manner all the actions of the 
whole life. This distinguishing character of the Christian worship 
developed itself, among the communities of pagan Christians founded 
by the Apostle Paul, first, in contradistinction to Judaism, and after
wards, in opposition likewise to paganism. Later indeed, and as the 
result of that revolution' of Christian views which we adverted to in 
speaking of the history of the church constitution, a reaction of the 
Jewish principle began to manifest itself in the forms of worship, as the 
opposition to that principle became more feeble. The simple and spir
itual character of the Christian worship was, from the first, a very 
singular and striking phenomenon to the pagans - particularly the 
fact that nothing of that outward pomp and show was to be seen in it 
which in all other religions was considered to be so essential-" no tem
ples, no altars, no images! " When Celsus taunted the Christians on 
this peculiarity, Origen replied: "In the highest sense, God's temple 
and image are in the humanity of Christ; - next, in all actuated by 
the spirit of Christ; -living images these, with which no Jupiter of 
Phidias is worthy to be compared!" 1 Christianity led men to with
draw from the bustle of the world to the still retirement of the sanc
tuary within, there to pour out their hearts before Him who chose thil! 
for his peculiar dwelling; but it also kindled in the hearts of individuals 
flames of love which sought after communion, after the means of mutu
ally lending strength to one another, and rising upward in one common 
holocaust to heaven. Fellowship in prayer and devotion was consid
ered a means of promoting holiness, since it was known that the Lord 
was present with his Spirit, in the midst of those who were assembled 
together in his name; but nothing could be more distant from the 
thoughts of Christians generally than to attribute any special sacredness 
to the nlace of meeting. Such a fancy seemed to savor of paganism; and 
it,was"'the less possible for Christians to be led into such a mistake at 
the beginning, because their earliest places of assembly were ordinary 
room~ in private houses, such as any mem?er of the chur~h, who h~d a 
dwelhnfY suited to the purpose, could furrush. Thus Gams of Connth 
is Called, Rom. 16, the host of the whole- church; because the church 
was accustomed to assemble in a room of his house. Origen says:2 
" The place where believers assemble for prayer has something about 
it wholesome and profitable;" but it is the importance of this spiritual 
fellowship only, which he aims to impress. " Christ, with the host of 
angels," he supposes, "attends the assembly of the faithful; and hence 
such assemblies for prayer should not be despised or neglected, since 
they had a peculiar power for him who joins in them with a sincere 
heart." "It is not the place, but it is the congregation of the elect, 
which I call the church," says Clement of Alexandria.s Tertullian re· 
marks: 4 " 'Ye may pray in every place which the occasion or which 
n~cessity may funlish; for the apostles who prayed to God and sang 
his praise in the prison, within the hearing of the keepers, surely did 

1 c. eels. 1. VITI. § 17. trilla TiJV lfCAEfCTiJV lfCfCA1lrlia'll WAc.l. Stro, 
2 De orat. c. 31. mat. I. VII. f. 715. B. 
8 ov yap viiv TOV T01rOV, UAAU TO u:&pO- 4 De omt. c. 24. 
VOL. I. 25 



290 WORSIIIP. PLACES OF ASSEMBLY. 

nothmcr contrary to the commands of our Lord, any more than did 
Paul, ~hen in the ship and before the eyes of all, he consecrated the 
Lord's supper." Acts 27. 

It could not fail to happen, indeed, that the principle which tended to 
make religion an outward thing, confined to particular times and places, 
- which principle Christianity had overcome, - would once more find 
entrance into the Christian life; but the power of the pure Christian spirit 
caused itself to be felt against such depravations when they threatened 
to spread farther. Of such a thing Clement of Alexandria testifies 
when he says: 1 "The disciples of Christ ought so to appear and so to 
shape their conduct in their daily living, as, for the sake of propriety, 
they strive to appear in the church; they should really be, and not 
merely seem to be such, - so gentle, so devout, so amiable. But I 
know not how it is that, with the place, they change their appearance 
and their manners, just as it is said of the polypus, that it changes its 
color with the roots to which it clings. They lay aside the spiritual 
demeanor which they assum~d in the church, as soon as they leave it, 
and put themselves on a level with the multitude with whom they 
mingle. They convict themselves of insincerity, and show what was 
really the temper of their hearts, by laying off their assumed mask of 
decorum. They profess to honor the word of God, but leave it behind 
them in the place where they heard it." 

2. The Places of Assembly used by the Christians. 

We have already said that the place where the congregations assem
bled was at first a room in the house of some member of the church. 
In large towns, where such a place of assembly could not accommodate 
all, it became necessary that smaller portions of the community dwell
ing at a distance, should choose other places for their meeting on the 
Sunday. When a man distinguished for the talent of communicating 
doctrinal instruction settled down in a town, he also might form a circle 
in the church, who would assemble at his dwelling for the purpose of 
hearing his spiritual discourses. Thus the passages in Paul's epistles 
concerning churches in the house of Aquilas and of others will become 
intelligible; 2 and to this Justin Martyr alluded, when, in the audience 

1 Predagog. 1. III. f. 257. 
2 The church in his house, fJ KaT' olKOV 

avrov tI",AT/aLa. In such passages the re
ference certainl~ caunot be to plac~s of as
sembly for entIre congreO'ations since in 
several, in~tances this ~ ~aT' ol~6v TlVO~ 
bCKI':'lata IS expressly distinguished from 
the whole community; 1 Cor. 16: 19 and 
20, - the church ~t Ephesus assembling in 
the house of Aqmlas and Priscilla is first 
mentioned, and then besides all th~ breth
ren, which, according to the ~bove supposi
tion, would be the same thing. Coloss. 4: 
15, is another case of the same sort. Again 
an objection presents itself against this ex~ 
planation, from the fact that the same 
Aquilas should have the church meet in 

his honse, when he resided at Rome, his or
dinary home, and when he abode at Ephe
sus; compo Rom. 16: 5, and 1 Corinth. 16: 
19. But it is very unlikely, that the com
mnnity would have constantly changed its 
place of meeting on the arrival of Aquilas. 
It is more easy to conceive, that men, who, 
like the tent-maker Aquilas, were obliged, 
on account of their occupation, to provide 
themselves with large and commodious 
dwelliugs wherever they took up their resi
dence, were in the habit of giving up one 
apartment of their house for the assembling 
of a portion of the community; especially 
wheu such a person was also fitted, as prob
ably Aquilas was, by his gift of teaching, 
to conduct the exercises of small assemblies, 
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which he had with the prefect of Rome, in answer to the question, 
"Where do you assemble?" he replied, "'Vhere each man can and 
will. You believe, doubtless, that we all 'meet together in one place. 
But it is not so; for the God of the Christian is not confined to one 
spot, but his invisible presence fills heaven and earth, and in all places 
he is worshipped by the faithfuL" Justin then adds, that whenever he 
came to Rome, it was his custom to take up his residence in one partic
-ular spot, where those Christians who were instructed by him,! and who 
wished to hear his discourses, were accustomed to assemble. Other 
places of assembly he had not visited. 

Gradually such arrangements were made in these places of assembly, 
as the proprieties of Christian worship required. An elevated seat was 
constructed for the reading of the scriptures and the delivering of the 
sermon;2 and a table set for the distribution of the supper, to which, so 
early as the time of Tertullian - perhaps not without some mixture of 
the foreign Old Testament idea of sacrifice, at least not without furnish
ing a pretext for the speedy admission of this idea-was given the 
name of altar; ara, altare. As the communities became larger and 
wealthier, church buildings were erected expressly for the use of the 
Christians. This appears to have been the case as early as the third 
century, for mention is made already of the fJPTI(1KE:V(]tfLOt T(mOt, (places of 
worship,) of the Christians, in the edict of Gallien.3 . In the time of the 
outward prosperity of the church, under the reign of Diocletian, many 
splendid church structures had already arisen in the large cities. 

The use of images was originally foreign to the worship and excluded 
from the churches of the Christians; and so in general, it continued to 
be in this period. The confounding of religion and art in paganism, 
made the early Christians suspicious of art. As at the pagan position 
the sense for the beautiful had often appeared at variance with, and 
even opposed to, the moral taste, so the early warmth of Christian zeal 
was inclined to reverse the relation. The religious consciousness easily 
took an opposite direction to the resthetic principle of the ancient world; 
and the Holy disdained the beautiful form which had been allied to the 
unholy. The idea of the appearance of the godlike in the form of a 
servant, an idea so well suited to the oppressed condition of the afflicted 
church of this age, men were inclined to push to an undue extreme, 
rather than to seek to ennoble the divine by the beautiful form. This 
exhibits itself more particularly in the· universal opinion of the primitive 
church, according to which Christ veiled his intrinsic divine majesty 
under an uncomely appearance, which served to conceal it; an opinion 
~or which they found authority in the Messianic passage, Is. 53: 2, too 
~terally understood. Thus Clement of Alexandria admonishes the 

in the capacity of a OtOaO'ICaAo~. Compo Assemani Bibliotheca oriental. T. I. f. 391,
!1bove, p. 185, and my History of the Plant (see above, p. 80,) there was a Christian 
lng, &c., Bd. I. S. 208. church structure in Edessa as early as the 

1 This was accordingly 1; Kar OLKOV Tot; year 302 j and if the explanation of that 
'Iov(1Tlvov lICICAr;(1la. passage by Michaelis, Orientalische und ex

2 Suggestus, pulpitum. egetische Bibliothek, Theil. X., S. 61, is 
8 See above, p. 140, and the following. If made out, this church was separated thns 

8;ny confidence is to be placed in the narra early into three parts, according to the pat
tive of the Chronicle of Edessa, cited in tern of the Jewish temple. 
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Christians against placing too high a value on beauty of person, by 
reference to the example of Christ. "Our Lord himself is said to have 
been without comelines8 in his outward appearance; and who is better 
than our Lord? But if he did not reveal himself in that personal 
beauty which is perceptible to sense, he appeared in the true beauty 
both of soul and of body; of the soul, in goodness; and of the body, 
in its destination for an imperishable existence." 1 

Church teachers of the most opposite bent of min~, those inclined to 
a more sensuous and those to a more spiritual mode of conceiving 
divine things - Realists and Idealists, who, on account of these different 
intellectual tendencies, might be expected to have different views in 
relation to this matter, as we find that different views of the same did 
result from such diverse intellectual tendencies in later times - were 
yet united on this point by their common repugnance ·to that practice 
of confounding the natural with the divine in paganism, and by their 
efforts to preserve pure and uncontaminated the worship of God in 
spirit and in truth. Clement of Alexandria is as little favorable to 
religious images as Tertullian. " VV'e must not cling to the sensuous," 
he remarks, when speaking against the pagan use of images, " but we 
must rise to the spiritual. The familiarity of daily sight lowers the 
dignity of the divine, and to pretend to worship a spiritual essence 
through earthly matter, is to degrade that essence to the world of 
sense." It is evident from these remarks how foreign, on the whole, 
to the notions of Christians in this age must have been images of Christ. 
Pagans, like Alexander Severus,2 who recognized something of a divine 
nature in Christ, and sects which confounded paganism with Christiani
ty, were the first to introduce images of Christ; as, for example, the 
gnostic sect of the Carpocratians, who placed such images beside the 
busts of Plato and Aristotle. 

It was not in the church, but in the family, that religious images 
first came into use among the Christians. In their daily intercourse 
with men, the Christians saw themselves everywhere surrounded by 
the objects of the pagan mythology, or, at least, by objects offensive to 
their moral and Christian sentiments. Representations of this sort 
covered the walls in shops, were the ornaments of drinking vessels, and 
seal-rings, on which the pagans frequently had engraven the images of 
their gods, so that they might worship them when they pleased. It 
was natural that in place of these objects, so offensive to their religious 
and moral sentiments, the Christians should wish to substitute others 
more agreeable to them. Thus they preferred to have on their goblets, 
the figure of a shepherd, carrying a lamb on his shoulder, which was 
the symbol of our Saviour, rescuing the repentant sinner, according to 
the gospel parable.3 And Clement of Alexandria says, in reference to 

1 Predagog. 1. III. c. 1 : Tov ICVptOv aVTov Peter and Paul, as benefactors of mankind. 
T1JV o1fJtV ai(1Xpov yeyovivat, OLa 'Haatov TO This admits of being easily explained from 
7rVevfla flapTVpel. the religious eclecticism of that period. 

~ Eusebius says, likewise, hist. eccles. 1. 3 Tertullian, de pudicitia, c. 7: Proce
VII. c. 18, that pagans were the first to pro dant ipsre picturre calieum vestrornm. Cap. 
'Vide themselves, according to their heathen 10: Pastor, quem in caliee depingis. The 
notions, with painted images of Christ, figure of Christ on the cup seems not to 
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the seal-rings of the Christians,! " Let our signets be a dove, (the sym
bol of the Holy Spirit,) or a fish,2 or a ship sailing towards heaven, (the 
symbol of the Christian church and of the individual Christian soul,) 
or a 1yre, (the symbol of Christian joy,) or an anchor, (the symbol of 
Christian hope,) and he who is a fisherman will not be forgetful of the 
Apostle Peter, and of the children taken from the water; 3 for no 
images of gods should be engraved on the rings of those who are for
bidden all intercourse with idols; no sword nor bow, on the rings of 
those who strive after peace; no goblets, on the rings of those who are 
the friends of sobriety." Yet religious emblems passed from domestic 
use into the churches, perhaps as early as the end of the third century. 
The walls of them were painted in this manner. The council of Elvira, 
in the year 303, opposed this innovation as an abuse, and forbade " the 
objects of worship and adoration to be painted on the walls." 4 The 
visible representation of the cross may, doubtless, have early found its 
way among the Christians, both in their domestic and ecclesiastical life. 
This token was peculiar!y common with them. It was the sign of 
blessing when they rose in the mo~ning and when they retired at night, 
when they went out and when they came in; employed indeed in all 
the transactions of daily life. It was the sign which the Christians un
consciously made, in all cases of sudden surprize.5 It was a sensible 
~xpression of the truly Christian idea, that all the transactions of Christ
Ians, as well as their whole life, should be sanctified by the faith in 
Christ crucified, by being referred to him; that this faith was the most 
effectual means of obtaining the triumph over, and securing protection 
against all evil. It was but too easily, however, that men confounded 
this idea with the symbol which represented it; and the efficacy of the 
faith in Christ crucified was transferred to the outward sign, and a 
supernatural, sanctifying~ protecting power, attributed to this - an 
error, the vestiges of which may be traced as far back as the third 
century. 

We now pass from the consideration of places of public worship, to 
that of the seasons of worship and the festivals of the Christians~ 

3. Seasons of Public Worship and Festit·aJs. 

What we have said in general respecting the essential character of 
Christian worship, is also to be applied to the feasts in particular; 
namely, that the spirit of universality in Christianity abolished all sep

~a:e been pleasing to the Montanistie asce of this canon cannot be settled with entire 
tlclsm. certainty. There is a two fold ambiguity. 

1 Predagog. 1. III. f. 246 and 247. The phrase "quod colitur et adoratur," 
2 The same allusion as in the case of the may be understood as referring to objects 

fishennen, - also an allmion to the ana of religion generally, or more strictly to ob
gram of Christ's name, IXOYI = 'I7}O"ovr jects of proper worship, to images of Christ, 
XPtO"TOr. OwiiYlor, IlAJ'itp· or symbolical represent.'ltions of God, -of 

3 The Christians, whom the dh-ine teach the Trinity. The tcn~ "walls," mllY ..'llso 
er, the {him; 7rau5aylAJyot;, - Christ, leads be understood in two dIfferent senses, either 
through baptism to rc~nerntion. as rcfcrrino- to the walls of the house or 

4 Nc, quod ('olitur ct adoratnr in parieti those of tl~ church. 
bus depingatur. Concil. lllihert. can. 36. 6 Compo Tcrtullinn, de corona milit. c. 3. 
It must be admitted, tbat the interpretation 

25* 
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arative and particularizing limitation; the Christian worship of God 
claiming for itself the entire life flowing out from a commerce with 
heaven, that clung no longer to the elements of the world, was no longer 
to be confined either to any particular place or to a particular time. In 
the New Testament fulfilment, i. e., the keeping holy of the entire life 
as a life consecrated every day alike to God, the Old Testament law 
of the Sabbath must find its resolution. Not barely the observance 
of Jewish feasts, but all forms and modes of particularizing the Chris· 
tian life by reference to certain times, is reprobated by the apostle 
Paul, as a Jewish practice,1 a descent to servile dependence on the ele
ments of the world. But if men did, notwithstanding, now select certain 
days for the purpose of associating with them the remembrance of the 
great facts connected with the history of Redemption, to which the 
whole Christian life was ever to be referred, for the purpose of making 
these occasions central points of Christian fellowship, yet this was by 
no means inconsistent with that Christian tendency and intuition which 
were at bottom. It was only a descent from jihe elevation of the pure 
spirit, at which even the Christian, still partaking of a double nature, 
cannot always sustain himself, to the position of sensuous weakness,
a descent which must become the more necessary, in the same propor
tion as the fire of the first enthusiasm, the glow of the first love, 
abated. But even in this respect, as well as in reference to the idea of 
the priesthood, the particularizing spirit of the Old Testament dispen
sation introduced a disturbing influence, by fastening itself on that 
which had sprung originally from the purer development of the Christian 
life. 

When the Montanists were wishing to introduce new fasts by law, 
which were to be confined to stated time8, what Paul had written in 
the epistle to the Galatians against the Jewish observance of times 
was very justly quoted against them; but Tertullian, the defender of 
Montanism, whom we have described above as standing on the dividing 
line between the early Christian, the purely evangelical period, and the 
Christian Jewish period which was now about to commence, already 
shows himself incapable of rightly distinguishing the two positions, that 
of the Old and that of the New Testament; for he conceives the 
Judaizing spirit, reprobated by St. Paul, to consist simply in the ob
servance of Jewish festivals, and not in the whole relation correspond
inp to the Jewish position of particular daY8, - whatever days they 
Imght be, - to the religious consciousness. According to his view, it 
WOUld. sayor in no respect of Judaism, if feasts which had reference to 
what .IS SImply Christian, were placed in 8uch a relation to the religious 
consclOUSneSs...2 

The week?yand yearly festivals of the Christians oriO'inated in the 
same fundamental idea, which formed the centre of th~ 'yhole Chris

1 Sec my History of the Planting, etc., galium solcnnitatum observantes sum us; 
1Bd. 1., S. 215, if. illas cnim Apostolus dedocet, compescens 

2 Against this objection of confonninO' to veteris Tcstamenti in Christo sepulti perse
Jewish practices, - "Galaticari," Tert~I1i verantiam. Quodsi nova conditio in Chris· 
an, de jejuniis. c. 14, replies: Galaticamur to, jam nova et solennia esse debe bunt. 
plane, si J udaical'um ccremoniarum, si Ie
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tian life, - the idea of imitating Christ, the crucified and the risen,
imitating him in his death, by appropriating through faith and repent
ance the effects of his death, by dying to self and to the world, -imi
tating him in his resurrection, by rising with him, in faith and through 
tho power which he imparts, to a new and holy life, consecrated to 
God, commencing here in the germ, and unfolding itself to maturity in 
another world. Hence, the jubilee was the fe8tival of the resurrection,
and the preparation for it, the remembrance of Christ's sufferings with 
penitence and crucifixion of the flesh, was the day of fasting and peni
tence. Accordingly in the week, the jubilee or festival of joy was Sun
day; the preparation for it were the days of fasting and prayer conse
crated to the remembrance of the sufferings of Christ, and of what pre
ceded them, on Thursday and Fridat. Accordingly, the yearly festi
vals were in remembrance of the resurrection of Christ, and of his 
works after his resurrection and ascension; - the preparation for these, 
were the remembrance of Christ's sufferings and the fasts. Having 
presented this general view, we shall now proceed to consider, more in 
detail, the several weekly and yearly festivals. 

The opposition to Judaism early led to the special observance of Sun
day in place of the Sabbath. The first intimation of this change is in 
Acts 20 : 7, where we find the church assembled on the first day of the 
week; 1 a still later one is in Rev. 1: 10, where by the" Lord's day," 
can hardly be understood the day of judgment. Thus in the catholic 
epistle ascribed to Barnabas, at the close of the 15th chapter, Sun
day is designated as the day of jubilee in remembrance of Christ's res
urrection and ascension to heaven,2 and of the new creation which then 
commenced; and in the epistle of Ignatius to the l\1agnesians it is pre
supposed,3 that even the Jews who had come over to Christianity sub
stituted Sunday in place of the Sabbath. As the Sabbath was regard
ed as representing Judaism, Sunday was contemplated as a symbol of 
the new life consecrated to the risen Christ and grounded in his resur
rection. Sunday was distinguished as a day of joy, by being exempted 
from fasts, and by the circumstance that prayer was performed on this 
day in a standing and not in a kneeling posture, as Christ, by his resur
rection, had raised up fallen man again to heaven. But as we have 
already observed in Tertullian a confounding of the Jewish with the 
Ohristian view of feasts, so we find also in him indications of the trans
fer of the law of the Jewish Sabbath to Sunday; for by him, attend

1 Se\! my History of tho Planting, etc., 
Vol. I. p. 215. f. 

2 ConsideriilO' the close ('onne('tion in 
Which the resu;cction of Chlist and his as
('ension to heaven stood with ench other in 
the Christian consriousness, - sincc his res
Un:eetion was regnrded as but a transition 
pomt to his entire exaltation ahoye the 
region of earth in this new, glorified form 
of existence, - I cannot lay so grent stress 
on the manner in which the writer of this 
letter expresscs himself with regard to 

Sunday: " tv ~ xa2 0 'J'7O'oiir UV€O'T1) fie vele
PWV Kat ¢avep(,)l1e'ir av€f311 elr TOVr ovpa
vovr." Nor can I think myself authorized 
to infer from it, either that according to the 
author's opinion, Christ's ascension also oc
(,urred on Sunday, or that he conceived the 
fact to haye been that Christ rose to heaven 
immedintely after his first appearance to 
Marv, as the risen Sa,·iour. 

3 Chap. 9: M1JK€n O'a(3(3aT£;ovrer, ci}.A.a 
KanL XVPlaK~V ;(,)1JV ,wvrer. 
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ing to any business on Sunday seems to have been regarded as 
sinful.! 

Again, the Friday of every week - this day in particular -:- and 
the Thursday were specially consecrated to the remembrance of the 
sufferings of Christ and of the preparatory circumstances. On these 
days there were meetings for prayer, and fasts till three o'clock in the 
afternoon; yet nothing in regard to these arrangements was defined by 
law. Everyone took a part in these observances according to his own 
particular necessities and his inclination. Such fasts, united with 
prayer, the Christians, - who were fond of comparing th~ir calling to a 
militia Christi, - called stationes,2 as if they constituted the sentry 
duties of the soldiers of Christ; - hence both these days were named 
dies stationum. ~ . 

Those churches, however, which were composed of J ewish Christians,~ 
though they admitted, with the rest, the festival of Sunday, yet re
tained also that of the Sabbath; and it was from these that the custom 
became general in the Eastern church of distinguishing this day, as 
well as Sunday, by the exclusion of fasts and by the standing position 
in prayer; while in the Western, and especially in the Roman church, 
where the opposition against Judaism predominated, the custom, on the 
other hand, grew out of this opposition, of observing the Sabbath also 
as a fast day.5 This difference in customs became striking whenever 

1 As is to be inferred from Tertullian's 
language, de orat. e. 23: Solo die domini
co resurrectionis non ab isto tan tum (the 
bowing of the knee,) sed omni anxietatis 
habitu et offieio ca\'cre debcmus, d~tferentes 
etiam negotia, ne quem diabolo locum demus. 

2 We find the word statio used in this 
sense, first in Hermas Pastor, 1. III. Simil
tud. V. - often in Tertullian. Statio was 
the technical designation for this half-fast, 
as contradistinguished from the proper 
jejunia. Tertullian, de jejuniis, c. 14. 

3 Feria ql1arta et scxta, probably = feria 
dici ql1art:E, sext:E i hence the signification 
of the word feria in the Latin phraseology 
of the church. 

4 1!~rom the language of the passage, 
which has already been cited, Ignat. ep. ad. 
Magnes: Ol /;V 7l'aAaWlr 7l'p{LY,uamv eLva
GTpatpfVTfr, - flTJKfn aa(3{3aTi(ovrrr. ciAAa 
I(uTa KUpLaK~V ((')~v (wvrer. it mi~ht be in
ferred, mdeed, that the Jewish Christians 
hafl suhsti~utcd Sunday in place of the Sab
bath; the lIIfercnce. however, thus general
ly expressed, assnrc(lly cannot be true. 

5 T~rtl1llian. de jejun. c. 14: Ql1unquam 
\'os etlam s~l~b.atum si quando continuatis, 
nunquam l\ISI In Paschate jejunandum. He 
objects, as a Montanist, to his Roman op
ponents, that they had deprived the Sab
bath of its due celebration, and sometimes 
continued the fast on Friday over into the 
Sabbath, when properly the only exception 
to be made here was in the case of the pass
O\"er. The same practice of continuing the 
fast on Friday oyer into the Sabbath, which 

Tertullian the Montanist here attacks, we 
find mentioned by Victorinus, bishop of 
Petabio in Pannonia, (now Pettau in Stei
ermark,) near the close of the third centu
ry, in the fragment on the History of the 
Creation, first published by Cave hist. lit. 
He calls this continuation "superpositio 
jejunii." Fa.<;ting on the Sabbath appears 
in this case to have been a preparation for 
the jubilee of the communion on Sunday, 
as opposed to the Jewish celebration of the 
Sabbath, which had been abrogated by 
Chtist. Hoc die solemus superponere j id
circo, nt die dominico cum gratiarum ac
tione ad panem (the sacrament of the s~p
pel',) exeamus. Et parasceve superposltlo 
fiat, ne quid cum Judreis sabbatum obser
vare videamus. Galland. bibl. patr. T. IV. 
and Routh reliqui:E sacr:E, Vol. III. pag. 
237. Oxon. 1815. 

The council of Elvira opposed to the er
ror of the Sahhath celebration, such a con
tinuation of the fast on Fridav over into 
the Sabbath; Can. 26: Errorelll placuit 
corrigi, ut omni sabbati die superpositioncs 
celehremus. This canon may, without ques
tion, be differently understood, according as 
we refer the phrase "errorem corrigi," to 
something not expressly stated, hut sup
plied b,v the mind, or to the following con
text. If it is referred to the last, the coun· 
cil must be understood as declaring itself 
expressly opposed to these superpositiones. 
But the analogy of the whole style of ex
pression in the other canons of this coun
cil would rather favor the first interprets· 
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members of Eastern churches pa,qsed their Sabbaths in churches of the 
West. But too soon, the principles of the apostolic church, which, 
amidst all the differences in outward things, abode firmly by the unity 
of faith and of spirit in the bond of love, was departed from, and uni
formity in such matters was required. Tertullian, previous to his con
version to Montanism, spoke on this disputed point with Christian mod
eration. He said of the few advocates of the Eastern custom,! "The 
Lord will bestow his grace, so that they will either yield, or else fol
low their own opinion without giving offence to others." As early as 
the beginning of the third century, the learned Hippolytus was led to 
write on this controversy betwe'en the Eastern and 1Vestern church.2 

From the same point of view originated the first yearly festivals 
among the Christians; yet here, that opposition between the communi
ties composed of Jewish and those composed of Gentile Christians, 
which had such important influence on the unfolding of the life of the 
church as well as of its doctrines, was strongly manifested at the very 
beginning. The former retained, with the whole Jewish ceremonial 
law, all the Jewish festivals, although gradually they ascribed to them 
such Christian import as might naturally present itself. On the con· 
trary, among the churches.of Gentile Christians, there were probably, 
from the first, no yearly festivals whatever, as may be inferred from 
the epistles of St. Paul.s This then must have been the case also with 
the churches of Asia Minor, which assuredly were founded by the 
Apostle Paul. But from t}lese churche8 started the controversies in the 
second century respecting the time of the passover; and they appealed 
to the authority of an ancient usage introduced by the Apostle John. 
In regard to this point, thus much of truth may doubtless lie at bot
t?m; that the changes which took place in these churches, after the 
t~mes of St. Paul, in the particular form of worship and the introd,:c
bon of the annual feast, - which we must assume, and search for lts 
cause, - might be derived from the Apostle John, whose longer resi
dence in Minor Asia must have had a lasting influence on the state of 
the churches there. As it regards him, it is in itself probable, that as 
he had been accustomed heretofore to celebrate the Jewish annual fes
tival, and as the feast of the passover, which called to mind the great 
facts of which he had been an eye-witness, must have had a peculiar 
significancy for him, he may have introduced its celebration when he 
took up his permanent residence among the churches of that region. 
Thus is it explained how it happened that men were guided there wholly 
by the chron<?logy of the Jewish passover. 

ti?n. At a later period, when the point of 1 Dc orat. c. 23. 
ytew from which the subject was reg-nrded 2 Cfr. Hieronymus ep. 72, ad Vital. 
In the early Christian times, had pas~ed out 8 The passage, 1 Corinth. 5: 7, contains 
of mind, and the cause of that cu~tom in in no sort, Rny allusion to a celebration of 
the Roman church of fastin/? on the Sab the passover in the Corinthian church, which 
bath Was no loncrer obvious, fables were in was peculiar to the Christians; hut simply 
"ented in exph1.;ation of the matter; as, for opposes that cleansing of the heart which 
example, that Peter had fasted on this day is the result of faith, to the outward Jewish 
t~ prepare himself for the dispute with celebration of the feast. Compo my Histo
Slmon Magus. ry of the Planting, &c., Vol. I. p. 230. 

http:churches.of
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Now in modern times, it has become the prevailing opinion,! that the 
paschal supper which the Christians of Asia Minor observed in remem
brance of the last paschal supper of Christ, was the point by which 
they determined the time of the Christian paschal supper. But it may 
be questioned, whether the most reliable and the oldest document on this 
controversy, - the letter of the bishop Polycrates of Ephesus,2-favors 
this view.3 From the language used in this document, it might much 
rather be inferred, that in the churches of Asia Minor, the Christians 
who followed the Johannean tradition, went on the supposition, that the 
14th day of the month Nisan ought to be regarded as the day of 
Christ's passion. Hence it was believed that this day ought ever to be 
appropriated to the remembrance of Christ's passion, since also the 
paschal lamb, slain by the Jews on this day, was considered a foretype 
of the offering of Christ:! At all events, then, it is settled, that in Asia 
Minor the celebration of the passover was established wholly according 
to the Jewish chronology. Hence it might come about, that the remem
brance of Christ's passion was celebrated on another day of the week 
than Friday, the remembrance of Christ's resurrection on another day 
than Sunday. 'Vhen, on the other hand, in the course of" the second 
century, annual feasts were introduced also into the Western churches, 
men proceeded from an altogether different point in determining their 
times. Following the same method according to which the weekly fes
tivals had been arranged, Christians held it necessary that a Friday 
should always be consecrated to the memory of Christ's passion, a Sun
day to the memory of Christ's resurrection. 

This difference of outward use existed at first, without being deemed 
of sufficient importance, - since it ~vas an external thing,- to be made 
a matter of dispute; it was stilI kept in mind, that the kingdom of 

1 The first start to which was given by understood as referring only to the paschal 
the Dissertation published by myself in the supper to be held on the evening of this 
2d Hefte des Kirchenhistorischen Archiv's day, which supper, according to the gospel 
von Vater, J. 1823. See the history of the narrative relating to the lust paschal sup
treatises on this suhjcct, - it subject ren per of Christ, it was believed should he 
dered obscure and difficult by the deficien held at the beginning of the Jcwish feast of 
cy of ancient aecounts and the ambiguity the pnssoyer, on the fourteenth day of ~ho 
of the tcrm Pascluz, - in lllgen's Zeitschrift month Nisan. Afterwards it is said: nu~'
flir die historische '.rheologie, Bd. II. 4tes rore Tijv r;pepav 1jyayov Ot t1Vyyeveir !WV, 
Stuck. J. 1832, by Dr. Rettberg. orav TWV 'IovoaiCJv 0 Aaor 1jpvve n)v C;vflT/v. 

2 Euseb. 1. V. c. 24. The fragment, pre What sense would this afford, if the sub
served to us in the Chronicon paschale ject of discourse were the paschal supper 1 
Alexandrinum, from a work by Apollina It is, in fact, evident of itself, that the pas
ris of Hierapolis, on the feast of the Pass {:hal Slipper could be held only on the day 
oyer, of which I have made much use in when the Jcws remoyed the leaven froIll 
the Dissertatio.n)ust referred to, is, to say their houses. This would be idem per ideIIl. 
the least, SUSpICIOUS; since in the ancient On the other hand, every thing is consist
lists of the writings of Apollinaris in Eu ent, if we suppose, that the writer is speak
sebius, in Jerome and in Photius ~o such iner of the celebration in remembrance of 
work is mentioned j and it were singular if Christ's passion, on the fourteenth of the 
in the district where he wrote the usaere of month Nisan. The source of proof ap
the church in Asia Minor wa~ not foll;wed. pealed to here was the gospel, by which 

8 ~olycrates, in the let!-er refer;cd to, says may be understood either the evangelic:u 
of hiS predecessors: llavrer lTT1P1Juav TijV history generally, or the gospel of John In 
"pepav riJr TtUrraperlCalOeKUT1Jr TOV 1rauxa particular.
Kara TO evayyeALOv. This, to say the least, ! Compo Justin M. Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. 
would be singularly expressed, if it is to be £ 259, and f. 338, cd Colon. 
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God consists neither in meat nor drink, nor any other kind of external 
action. 

This diversity, together with several other differences, between- the 
church of Asia Minor and the church of Rome, first came into discus
sion when, in the year 162, the bishop Polycarp of Smyrna made a 
visit to Anicetus bishop of Rome.1 Polycarp alleged that he himself 
had observed such a passover with the Apostle John, whose disciple he 
was. Anicetus alleged, that his predecessors (in a church consisting of 
Gentile Christians from the school of Paul, and in which there were 
originally no yearly feasts at all 2) had introduced nothing of that sort. 
But as it was not supposed that the apostles were agreed in respect to 
~uch outward matters, nor that they would have considered uniformity 
~n regard to such things as necessary, it was believed that without pre
Judice to the fellowship and unity of Christians, a difference on these 
points might be suffered to remain. As a token that the bond of 
Christian brotherhood was not to be disturbed by such, and, as it seems, 
other still more impo~tant points of difference, Anicetus permitted Poly
carp to preside in the church in place of himself, at the celebration of 
the Lord's supper. 

If two books which, about the year 171, the bishop Melito of Sardis 
wrote upon the passover,3 referred to this dispute, it must about this 
time have broken out anew; yet it does not admit of being proved, that 
the work contained any reference of that sort. The typical explanation 
of the Jewish passover might also have led to the composition of such a 
work, independent of this controversy. 

But about the year 290, when Victor was bishop of the Roman 
church,4 the controversy broke out afresh. On the one side stood the 
church of Rome, together with the churches of Cresarea in Palestine, 
of Jerusalem, of Tyre and of Alexandria; on the other were the 
churches of Asia Minor, headed by the bishop Polycrates of Ephesus. 

The Roman bishop, actuated by that hierarchical spirit, which, as we 
have already observed, had already begun to show itself in the Roman 
church,5 published sentence of excommunication against the churches of 

1 At any rate, if we may judge from !he 
langnage of Irenreus, cited by Eusebms, 
the object of Polycarp's journey to RO!lle 
Was not to settle the disputes respectmg 
th~ feast of the passover. No disputes on 
thIS question had as yet arisen; and the 
conversation upon it was only cursorily.in
trOduced, while the parties were speakI~g 
on the points in which the churches dlf
fere~. Neither is it by any means clear, 
although it is possible, that the object of 
the journey was to discuss those other dif
f~rences. More importance has been some
times attrihuted to this visit, than it can 
be proved historically to have had. 

2 The matter is obscure, as we have in 
OUr hands only a disconnected fragment of 
the letter of Irenreus. Perhaps there was 
Dot as yet even then in the Roman church 
any yearly feast; perhaps the difference 
at tluit time had reference to this very point, 

- the conflict between the ancient rites ac
cording to Paul, and the more recent ones 
according t? John. I speak here only by 
wal of conjecture. 

Euseb. 1. IV. c. 26. 
~ I once inferred, from the fact that Ire

nreus, in hi" letter to Victor, holds up only 
those Roman bishops who preceded Soter, 
as patterns of toleration. that a change had 
already taken place under the latter; but 
if we mark how the phrases in Irenreus, 
o[ (7l'po) !.(Jr:;'po~ 7l'pE(I{3vrepot and ol 7l'pO 
(lOV 7l'PE(j{3vUpot, answer to each other, it 
becomes evident that no stress can be laid 
on the former of them. Irenreus means 
simply to say, that difference, and withal 
that tolerance, did not first begin under the 
last bishops, but existed already bcfore 
Soter. 

5 See aboYe, p. 214. 
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Asia. Minor, on account of this trivial point of dispute; but this un
christian proceeding could not fail to encounter decided resistance, in 
an age when some portion of the gospel spirit still remained. Irenoous, 
in the name of the churches at Lyons and Vienna, wrote him a. letter, 
in which he sharply rebuked this method of procedure. He endeav
ored to make Victor ashamed of his conduct, by comparing it with the 
example of his predecessor, Anicetus, and declared to him, " Notwith
standing these differences, we live together in peace, and our disagree
ment with regard to the regulation of fasts serves only to make our 
unity of faith the more clearly evident." In the same letter, or another 
document originating in the same controversy, he said, "The apostles 
have directed us to let no man judge us in meat or in drink, or in re
spect of a holy day, or of the new moon or of Sabbath days. Why 
then these disputes, why these divisions? We observe fasts, but with 
the sour leaven of malice and cunning, rending the church of God; we 
observe the externals, so as to let go those weightier matters of faith 
and love. We have learned from the prophets, however, that such feasts 
and such fasts are an abomination to the Lord." 

As Friday was customarily considered a day of penitence and fasting 
preparatory to the celebration of the resurrection Sunday, it was the 
practice of these churches, where one Friday in the year was conse
crated to the remembrance of the passion, and one Sunday to the re
membrance of· the resurrection of Christ, to make this Friday a day of 
penitence and fasting preparatory to .the greatest Christian festival, the 
celebration of the remembrance of Christ's resurrection on Easter Sun
day. Yet with respect to the duration of this season of fasting, nothing 
was determined. In order to imitate the temptation of Jesus during 
forty days in the wilderness, this fast was extended in some districts 
to forty hours, which led afterwards to the forty days,! or Quadragesi
mal fast. 

After the feast of the resun-ection followed the feast of Pentecost, 
(Whitsuntide,) in remembrance of Christ risen and glorified, as he 
thus revealed himself to the faithful, and at length actively manifested 
himself, in a self-subsistent community of divine life, in the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit. All this was embraced as one included sum of t~e 
activity and self-revelation of the ascended and glorified Redeemer, ill 
this prolonged celebration of fifty days. It is evident from this, how 
closely connected in the Christian consciousness of this period were the 
conceptions of Christ ascended and glorified.2 This entire period was 
observed as Sunday; that is, there was never any fasting; prayers were 
made in the standing and not in the kneeling posture; it was perhaps 

1 Iren:llus, in Euseb. 1. V. c. 24. he observes: "Whoever in sincerity of heart 
• ~ This ~ode of contemplatiug the sub. can say, God has raised us up and set uS 
Ject was still adopted also bv OriO'en aud with him in heavenly places, celebrates con
accounts for the manner iu which he piaces stantly the feast of pentecost." ('0 QV
injuxtapo~ition with th~ weekly feasts, the vap.evo~ p.eTil a'ATJ-&eia~ AiYElV, (J1JVaVE(fT1/
'frapau~eval and KvplaKal, the :r,early feasts, P.EV TIfJ XplUTcfJ, a'A'Aa Kat TO (JvviJynpe /Cal 
the 'frauxa and the 'frEVTTJKO(JTTJ, regardiug (J1JVeK{dft(JEv ~p.ii~ lv Toi~ hrovpaviol~ ~ 
the feast of the resurrection as the point at XplUTIfJ, aet eUTtV ev Tai~ Ti)~ 7rEVT1J/CO(JT7J~
which the feast of pentecost began. Hence 1;p.€palf.) Orig. c. Cels. 1. VIII. c. 22. 
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the case also, (in many of the churches at least,) that the congrega
tions daily assembled and celebrated the communion.1 Afterwards, two 
special events were selected out of this whole period, the ascension of 
Christ, and the effusion of the Holy Spirit, to which the celebration of 
Pentecost was confined. 

These feasts, as it appears from the passage cited out of Origen, 
were the only ones generally observed in this period. That fundamen
tal view of the whole Christian life, which referred everything to the 
sufferings, resurrection and glory of Christ, and the accommodation or 
opposition to the Jewish observances, were reasons that these in partic
ular constituted the only general festivals. The idea of a birth-day 
festival was foreign to the Christians of this period generally; they re
garded the second birth as the man's true birth. So far as it con
cerned the birth of the Saviour, the case must have been somewhat 
different, indeed. By him, human nature was to be sanctified from its 
earliest development. But this fact could not at first present itself in 
so prominent a point of light to the early Christians, so many of whom 
had embraced Christianity when now advanced in years, and after a 
decisive crisis of their life. It was, moreover, only by degrees that 
Christianity could pass over into all the relations of domestic life. Be
sides, it was, in truth, unknown at what definite time the celebration of 
the remembrance of Christ's birth should be placed, as nothing definite 
was ascertained respecting the date of his birth. The case was entire
ly different with those more ancient annual feasts. 

Yet we find even in this period some trace, probably, of the festival of 
Ohristmas. The history of it lis closely connected with the history of 
a~other kindred festival, the festival of the manifestation of Jesus in 
hIS character as the Messiah, his consecration to the office of Messiah 
at his baptism by John and the beginning of his public ministry, called 
afterwards the lop77J ri:Jv £rrtI/Javti:Jv, rnr; brtI/Javtlar; roii Xptaroii. We find in 
later times, that these festivals spread in opposite directions; the for
mer extended itself from the West to the East, and the latter from the 
East to the West.2 Clement of Alexandria simply notices, that the 

1 We might infer from Tertullian, de 
ora~. c. 23, where he had said that worldly 
busmess on Sunday was deferred, and 
where he subsequently transfers the entire 
celebration of Sunday to the pentecost, that 
the fonner practice was observed also 
through the whole of Pentecost; which, 
however, can hardly be credited. De Idol· 
olat~il~ c. 14, he says, wishing to w~thhold 
Chnshans from takin" any part m the 
h~athen festivals: Ex~rpe singulas soUen
ultates nationum, Pentecosten imp1ere non 
potcrunt The first trace of a limitation 
of the pentecost to one day, is to be found 
perhaps in the 43d canon of the council of 
Elvira. This certainly very obscure canon 
seems most naturally to admit of being un
derstood as meaning that some had selected 
out of the whole time of pentecost merely 
the feast of ascension. On the other hand, 
by the pentecost the council understands 

VOL. I. 26 

only the feast of the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit: and hence requires, that it should 
be celebrated fifty days after Easter. It 
charges the former, who did but wrongly 
apply the name of pentecost, of departing
from the authority of Scripture. Ut cuncti 
diem Pentecostes post Pascha ce1ebremus, 
non quadragesimam, nisi quinquagesimam. 

2 The feast of Epiphany, considered as 
the feast of Christ's baptism, stood in high 
consideration towards the close of the fourth 
century, at Antioch, while the introduction 
of the Christmas festival, coming from the 
West, met there with a good deal of oppo
sition. Several Eastern churches, where 
men became first acquainted vlith the fes
tival of Christmas in the last part of the 
fourth century, or still later, but where the 
feast of Christ's baptism had been longer 
known, afterwards united both feasts to
gether j just as in the Western churches a 
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Gnostic sect of the Basilidians kept the latter festival in his time at 
Alexandria. It can hardly be admitted, however, that this sect in
vented the festival, interested as they were in observing it on. the' 
ground of their doctrines; for we cannot suppose that the catholic 
church would ever have received it from the Gnostics. They had most 
probably borrowed it from Jewish Christian churches in Palestine 
or Syria. With Jewish Christians it probably originated; for to their 
peculiar mode of thinking, this moment in the life of Jesus must have 
appeared most important. The Gnostics afterwards gave it. their own 
interpretation. Clement speaks, at the same time, of individuals who 
were disposed to calculate not only the year but also the day of the 
nativity of Jesus, and indeed seems to censure such inquiries as idle 
and unprofitable, in which, moreover, it was impossible to arrive at any 
certainty. He does not state indeed that they observed the day which 
they attempted to determine, as a festival; yet it is probable that the 
day which they took so much pains to reckon, they also observed; and 
the general shaping of the passage in Clement would seem to indicate 
that this was his meaning.1 He could not have alluded, however, to 
the Gnostics, of whom he speaks afterwards, for with their system the 
festival of Christmas stood in direct contradiction. Thus these two 
feasts answer to two stages of Christian intuition, a lower and a higher; 
that which attached itself immediately to Judaism, and the Christian 
stage carried forward to an independent development; the view of 
Jesus as the anointed of the Holy Spirit, armed with divine powers 
for his work as the Messiah, and of Jesus as the god-man, the Word 
become flesh, whose humanity was from the beginning filled with the 
divine essence. We pass now to consider the several acts of Christian 
worship. 

4. The ,everal ads of Christian WOTlihp. 

The nature of the single acts of Christian worship will be evident 
from what we have remarked respecting its essence generally. As the 
elevation of the spirit and heart of the united church to God was the 
end of the whole, 80 instruction and edification by uniting in the com
mon contemplation of the divine word, constituted, from the first, a 
principal part of Christian worship. The mode in which this was done, 
might, like the form of the church constitution, be closely connected 
with the arrangement of the assemblies of the Jewish communities in 
the synagogues.2 As in the synagogue assemblies of the Jews the 
reading of portions from the Old Testament formed the basis of reli
gious instruction, so the same practice passed over into the Christian 

somewhat different meaning was given to expressed; the snbject will be resumed in 
the recent feast of Epiphany, which came the following period. 
to them from the East. The Donatists re 1 Clemens Stromat, 1. I. f. 340: Elo"~ oe 
f~se~ to ~dopt the. feast of Epiphany, con Ot 1r £ Pt £ PY0TE Poy TV YEVEo"££ TOV O"WTTj·
sldermg It as an innovatIon cominO' from po~ ~}li:Jv OU }lOVOV TO lTO~, (D.ll /CaL riJv 
the Eastern church. Quia nec orienbli cc ~}lipav 1rp0o"Td}iVT£~' ol oe a1ro BaO"lA.eLOOV 
clesire, ubi apparuit illa stella, communi /Ca2 TOV f3a1fTiO"paTo~ awov riJv ~pipav
cant. Augustini Senno, 202, § 2. These eopra~ovO"t. 
are only preliminary remarks, introduced 2 See my History of the Planting, etc., 
here in confirmation of the conjecture a.bove VoL 1. p. 39. 
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assemblies. The Old Testament was read first, particularly the pro
phetic parts of it, as referring to the 'Messiah; next, the gospels, and 
finally the apostolic epistles. 

The reading of the scriptures was of the greater consequence, since 
it was desired to make every Christian familiar with them; and yet, 
on account of the rarity and high price of manuscripts, and the pov
erty of a great proportion of the Christians, or because all could not 
read, placing the Bible itself in the hands of all was out of the ques
tion. The frequent hearing of the word must therefore, in the case of 
many, be a substitute for their own reading it. The scriptures were 
read in a language that all could understand. This, in most of the 
countries belonging to the Roman empire, was either the Greek or the 
Latin. Various translations of the Bible into Latin made their appear
ance at a very early period; since everyone who had but a slight knowl
edge of Greek, felt the want of thus making himself familiar with the 
word of God in his native tongue.1 In places where the Greek or the 
Latin language was understood by only a part of the community, the 
men of education, the rest being acquainted only with the ancient dia
lect of their country, which was the case in many cities of Egypt and 
Syria, church interpreters were appointed, as they were in the Jewish 
synagogues,2 who immediately translated what was read into the pro
vincial dialect, that it might be universally understood.s 

As early as the third century it was the practice, as we learn from 
the complete liturgies of the fourth which are known to us, for the dea
cons, before the Anagnost began to read, to exhort the community in a 
certain customary form of words, to attention and devotion in listening 
to the divine word.4 . 

The reading of the scriptures was followed, as ('in the Jewish syna
gogues, by short, and originally very simple addresses, in familiar lan
guage, such as the heart prompted at the moment, which contained the 
exposition and application of what had been read. On this point, J us
tin Martyr expresses himself as ~onows : ~ ".The presiding officer of ~he 
church gives a word of exhortation, and InCItes the people to exemplIfy 
in their lives the good things they had listened to." It was among 
the Greeks, who were more given to the culture of rhetoric, that the 
8ermon first beO'an to take a wider scope, and to assume an important 
place in the act~ of worship.6 

1 Augustin. de doctrina. christiana, L II. Bucein& prreeonum e1amat, lectore legente, 
Ut patea.nt BUres, et tu magis ohstruis illas. e. ll. 

L. c. c. 76. 
2 The C:~~,1"'~F\, Dragoma.ns. 6 Apolog. II. 
8 'EpflTJVEVrai rAtJO'O'Er elr yAwaaav, 1) tV 6 When Sozomen, hist. eccles. 1. VII. c. 

Tair ci.vayvtJO'EO'LV, ;, tv rair 'lTPOO'OfltAtatr. 19, who wrote in the tirst half of the fifth 
Epiphan. exposit. tid. Cathol. c. 21. Pro· century, says that the practice of preaching 
Copius, the martyr, in the persecution of did not exist in the Roman chnrch, the re
Dioclesian, united in his own person, at mark could ih no caSe have reference to 
Scythopolis in Palestine, the offices of the rorly times; but, supposing the statement 
Anagnost, exorcist, interpreter, (from the is to be depended upon, it would simply 
Greek into Syriac.) See his Acta. amount to this, that by the predominance 

• As we may see from the words of Com of outward show and liturgical pomp, the 
modian, against the speaking, particularly sermon was finally pushed out. But the 
of the female sex, in the church: fact may have been, that this Eastern writer 

http:Dragoma.ns
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Ohurchpsalmody, also, passed over from the synagogue into the Chris
tian· church. The Apostle Paul exhorts the primitive churches to sing 
spiritual songs. For this purpose were used the psalms of the Old 
Testament, and partly hymns composed expressly for this obJect, espe
cially hymns of praise and of thanks to God and to Christ; such hav
ing been known to Pliny, as in customary use among the Christians of 
his time. In the controversies with the Unitarians, at the end of the 
second and the beginning of the third centuries, the hymns were ap
pealed to, in which from early times Christ had been worshipped as 
God. The power of church melody on the heart was soon acknowl
edged; and hence such as were desirous of propagating peculiar opin
ions of their own, like Bardasanes or Paul of Samosata, seized upon this 
as an instrument well adapted to their purpose. 

The visible church required visible signs, for the spiritual facts on 
which .its inward essence rests. Hence Christ, who meant to found a 
visible church, instituted two outward signs, as symbols of the invisible 
fellowship between him, the Head of the spiritual body, and its mem
bers, the believers, and of the union of these members not only with 
himself, but 'with one another - visible means of representing the in
visible heavenly benefits to be communicated by him to the members of 
this body; and with the believing use of these signs, furnished to the 
outward man of sense in behalf of the inward spiritual man, was to be 
connected the enjoyment of that fellowship and of those heavenly ben
efits. As in Christianity and all Christian life, there is nothing which 
stands separate and insulated, but all forms one whole, radiating from a. 
common centre, so in the present case, what is represented by these 
outward signs was to be something which should proceed on through 
the whole inward, Christian. life ; something which from one single mo
ment of that life should be diffused over the whole of it; and again, 
from other single moments, should be specially awakened and carried 
still further onward. Such was baptism, the sign of the first entrance 
into fellowship with the Redeemer and with the church, the first appro
priation of the benefits which he bestowed on mankind - the forgive
ness of sins and the inward union of life thence resulting - the partici
pation in a sanctifying, divine spirit of life; and such was the Lord's 
supper, the sign of a constantly progressive perseverance in this fellow
ship and in the appropriation and enjoyment of these benefits;' both 
representing the essentials of the whole Christian life within, in its first 
rise and its progressive development. The whole peculiar spirit of the 
Christian worship invariably stamped itself upon the mode in which 
these outward signs of divine realities were administered; and again, 
the mode of ~heir administration powerfully reacted upon the character 
of the WO;Shlp.. The eonnection of the moments represented by these 
outward SIgns WIth the whole of the Christian life, the union of the in
ward, and div~e. things ,with the outward transactions, were present to 
the bvely ChrIstIan feelings of the early believers; but it was here a, 

was deceived by fa~se accounts from the the Roman church did not occupy so im
'Vest. And the m!stake may have arisen portant a place in the worship, as in the 
from some observatIOn, that the Sermon in Greek church. 
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source of great practical mischief, -just as we observed in the case of 
the doctrine concerning the church, - that men neglected duly to sep
arate and distinguish in their conceptions, what was connected together 
in their feelings. It was from the same source that the outward con
ception, not merely of the church, but also of those symbols which were 
so closely connected with the being of the church, proceeded. And 
one kind of outward conception reacted upon the other. 

We shall speak first of baptism. .At the beginning, when it was im
portant that the church should rapidly extend itself, those who confessed 
!heir belief in Je8u8 as the JJIessiah, (among the Jews,) or their belief 
m one God, and in Jesus as the Messiah, (among the Gentiles,) were 
!mmediately baptized, as appears from the New Testament. Gradually 
~t came to be thought necessary, that those who wished to be receive( 
mto the Christian church, should be subjected to a more careful pre 
paratory instruction, and to a stricter examination.! This whole class 
were denominated KaT1jxovfleVOl, (lIcpoaTai, auditores or audientes. By these 
appellations they were designated as those who were receiving their 
first instruction in Christianity, and who could only be permitted to 
hear the reading of the scriptures and the preaching of the word. The 
~eriod of probation must have been determined by the different condi
tions of individuals; yet the Council of Elvira decided generally on a. 
period of two years. Originally there was but one common name for 
all who had not as yet received baptism, but were in the state of pro
bation and preparation. But as different stages and gradations were 
here distinguished, these were also designated by particular names. 
f\ccordingly in Origen we find these catechumens distinctly separated 
mto two divisions. 1. Those who were for the first time receiving pri
vate instruction, and 2. Those who were admitted to the meetings of 
the church, and who were immediately prepared for baptism.2 

• 1 ?-'he assertion advanced by Dr. Rothe, 
In ~lS interesting tract, (De disciplinre ar
~m, qure dicitur, in ecclesia Christiana ori
~me. Heidelberg, 1841,) that the instruc
tIOn and examination of catechumens re
lated in the first place to matters of practice 
only, and that an important change took 
place when, at a later period, the instruction 
and examination was directed to matters of 
theory, - this assertion I cannot think es
tablished on good and sufficient grounds. 
Both were, from the beginning. united to
gether, as Christianity required. This is 
clear also from the passage in the greater 
Apolog'v of Justin Martyr, § 61, where he 
says of ·those who are preparing themselves 
for baptism: ·Ouot uv rrua{Jwul Kat rrUlTeV
(jULV ul..rr{)" mvm TeL vet/ ~pWV dulafJKOpeva 
KaL Aeyopeva elvat Kat (3IOVV OVTCJ~ dvvaO'
-&al V1rLUxvWVTat. Here instruction in doc
trine is assuredlv presupposed. and the cor
respondinO' conduct of the life dclived from 
it, find both supposed to be so united with 
each other, that those who wished to re
ceive baptism should declare themselves 
convinced of the truth of the doctrines they 

26

had been taught) and bind themselves to 
rule their lives by them, - the same metbod 
of uniting doctrine and practice which must 
prevail at all periods in the instruction of 
catechumens. It is beyond my power to 
conceil'e what conclusion can be drawn 
from the words of Celsus, 1. III. c. 50, with 
regard to the instruction of catechumens; 
for these words are totally foreign to the 
subject, having reference simply to the 
mode which the Christians adopted of seek
ing first to gain access to the uneducated, 
to slaves and youth, and bring them over to 
Christianity. Neither bas the relation of 
Clement's two works (tbe Predagogue and 
the Stromata) to each other, any thing to 
do with the present subject i it answers to 
the relation of the rriuTlt; to the Y'I!<JUtr;, 
among the Alexandrinns i and the Gnosis 
assuredly could not be taught to catechu
mens. Instruction iu the fundamental doc
trines of Christianity is quite another thing. 

2 Ori~cn, c. Cels. 1. III. c. 51, say.s ~ha~ to 
those who wished to embrace ChnstJamty, 
private instruction was first imparted, (by 
this circumstance he explains thelr name, 
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For the private instruction of these catechumens, a distinct office 
was instituted in the church. At Carthage the duty was devolved, 
after a period of probation, on some individual who had distinguished 
himself among the church readers. At Alexandria, where it often 
happened that men of education, even the learned, and thosehabitu
ated to philosophical reflection, applied to receive instruction in Chris
tianity, it was necessary that the catechists should be men of liberal 
education, qualified to meet the objections and doubts of pagans, and 
to follow them on their own position. Able and learned laymen were 
therefore selected here; and this class of catechists led afterwards to 
the formation of an important theological school among the Christians.! 

Some traces of a confession of faith, which was made at baptism, 
are to be found even in the New Testament.2 Such confessions of 
faith were afterwards more fully drawn out, in opposition to Jews, to 
pagans and to heretics. These confessions were intended to embrace 
those essentials of Christianity, wherein all the churches were agreed. 
It was believed that the doctrine expressed in these confessions of faith 
proceeded from the apostles; that it was the doctrine which they 
preached in living words and'in their writings; but it was by no means 
the opinion in the beginning, that the apostles had drawn up any such 
confession in words. In this sense it was called the K~pvYfla U1T'OOTOAtKOV, 

the 1t'apadoat~ a1T'OaTOALK~; the misconception of this phraseology after
wards gave birth to the fiction, that the apostles had verbally composed 
such a confession.s This formula of confession was then designated by 
the distinctive term of Symbolum. It may be a question, whether, in 
this use of the word Symbolum, the allusion was to its general meaning 
of "a sign," in the sense that the words of the confession were a 
characteristic, representative sign of the faith, or whether a particular 
application of this meaning was intended, having reference to the 
uVfl.8oAOV (1TpaTlCJTlKOV, the tessera militaris: so tha.t the confession was, as 
it were, the watchword of the miles Christi, c'ommunicated to every 
one on his admission into the militia Christi. So far as we can trace 
the history of the phrase, the first seems to be the more probable sup
position; for where the word Symbolum first occurs in connection with 
baptism, it has only that general signification.4 

a!CpoamL) For when they had sufficiently 2 See 1 Pet. 3: 21. - 1 Tim. 6: 12, is 
held to their purpose of leading a Christian not so clear, as this might refer to a profes
life, they would be introduced into the com sion voluntarily made by Timothy, from 
munity; TOT1]Vudtr5e avrov~ elcrayovalv, LOiq. the impulse of his own feelings, on a spe
flev 1T'OL~(J'aVTe~ T{L),fLa rwv upn uP'XofLivCJv cial occasion, when he was chosen and con
~a~ elaayofLivCJv Kat ovoi1T'CJ TO aVfL(3ol.0V secrated as a missionary to the heathen. 
TOU U1T'OICElwrtaprtaL U.VELA1Jt/>orCJv. The last S Rufin. exposit. symbol. apostol. 
disti!1c!ion ~hows evidently that these should 4, As, for example, where Tertullian, de 
be dlstmgmshed from the baptized, who are pcenilentia, c. 6, says, that baptism, w~ich 
afterwards .spoken of. It was only the by its nature should be a symbolum Vlt:e, 
~oral o\'erslght to he extended to the bap beromes to those who receive it without the 
tIzed members of the congre<ration which right disposition, a symbolum mortis. So 
forms the subject of dis<:ours~ aft~rwards. in his work, contI'. Marcion. 1. V. e. 1, sYln
And so Origen describes, not three, but two bolum is used by him as equivalent to 
classes of catechumens. mark, sign, generally. So in the letter of 

1 More on this whole subject hereafter, in Firmilianus of Cresarea, where the "sym
the sectiou relating to the Alexandrian bolum trinitatis" is expressly distinguished 
school. from the confession of faith, and employed 

http:aVfL(3ol.0V


307 ITS MEANING AND DESIGN. 

The very significant word '(fVflf3oAov. symbolum, would now give occa
sion to many different religious allusions; the one that soon became 
predominant was that which fixed on the favorite comparison among the 
early Christians of their vocation to a military service (militia.) In 
the Alexandrian church, on the other hand, where a taste prevailed for 
tracing analogies with the pagan mysteries, and sometimes, indeed~ in 
a way but little suited to the simple character of the gospel, the term 
was compared to the watch-word of the initiated. l . Others fixed on 
another meaning of the word" Symbolum," namely, a commercial com
pact; as if the pledge of a spiritual fellowship waa the thing designed 
to be represented.2 Again, the fable recorded by Rufinus,8 which 
ascribed the authorship of a confession of faith to the apostles, gave 
currency afterwards to the notion, that this confession had been formed 
by contributions from each of the apostles; and so the meaning of the 
word crvfLf30Aov, CT'lJfLf3oA~, a contribution, was applied in the present case to 
denote a confession which had grown out of the contributions of the 
several apostles. 

This confession was put into the hands of the catechumens as a doc
ument which contained the essentials of Christianity. Many who had 
been led to embrace the faith after much inquiry, after consulting dif
ferent religious writings and reading the scriptures for themselves, of 
course did not need it to keep them in the knowledge of Christianity. 
It could only serve in their case as a means of convincing them, that 
the church with which they wished to become connected, agreed in 
doctrine with the holy scriptures from which they had already derived 
their faith. Thus Clement of Alexandria invites the heathen to con
vince themselves what the true Christian doctrine is, by searching the 
scriptures, where it was to be found, if they would but apply their 
mental powers to distinguish the true from the plausible, the doctrine 
~eany derived from the scriptures from that which merely attached 
Itself to them in appearance.4 

Others, however, obtained their first knowledge of Christianity from 
the instruction contained in the confession of faith and imparted in 
connection with it, without finding themselves in a situation, till some
time afterwards, of comparing with the scriptures what they had thus 
received from human tradition. It was of these, the Gnostic Heracleon 
remarked: 5 "They are led first to believe on the Saviour by the testi

as a designation of the fonnula of baptism, 
(Bap.tismus) cui ne~. symbol urn tri!1it3;tis 
nee mtcrroo-atio lcmtlma. et ecc1esIastlea 
defuit. AO"~in ep. "'76, Cyprian, ad Mag
num: "eodem)svm halo hu·ptizare." to bap
tize with the same formula. Perhaps this 
Word was ori<rinallv nothing more than a 
designation at the formula of baptism, and 
ber~me subsequently transferred to the con
femon of faith. 

1 Stromat. 1. V. t. 582. The AOVTPOV com
pared with the Ka-&apcriOlr of the pa:,ran 
mysteries. In the desi:;nntion "9 CoJ 1"tcrfL or," 
borrowed f ..om the New Testament, we can 
find, however, no reference to the myste

ries j for this is assuredly a designation bor
rowed from the New Testament. 

2 Augustin, sermo, 212: Symbolum inter 
se faciunt mercatorcs, quo eorum societas 
pacto fidei tcncatur j ct vestra societas est 
commercium spiritualium. 

3 In his cxpositio ip symbol urn nposto
lornm. 

4 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 754 et 55' Al a{;Twv 
TWV ypa,/,wv lKfLav-&uveLv U7T'OOttKTtKWr.
dLaKptVe£V 1"e Tij KaTaATj7T'TlKij -&wpir;z, (com
prchencling intuition,) Kat T~ KvptCoJTUTc,J 
AoYtcrll~, (right thinking,) TO UAr;{Ftr U7T'() 
Toii ¢aLvofLevov. 

6 Orig. Tom. XIII. in Joann. § 52. 
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mony of men; but when they come to his own words, they believe no 
longer on the ground of human testimony alone, but for the sake of the 
truth itself;" and in reference to the same class, Clement of Alexan
dria says: 1 "The first saving change from heathenism is faith, that is, 
a compendious knowledge of all that is necessary to salvation. On this 
foundation is built the Gnosis, which is a solid demonstration, derived 
from the doctrine of our Lord, of that which has been received by 
faith." Others, who were wholly uneducated, and unable to read any 
writing, could only learn from the mouth of others, and never come 
themselves to the fountain of God's word; but still the divine doctrine, 
which they imbibed from the lips of others, proved itself independently 
a divine power in their hearts. Where the word but once found ad
mission, an independent Christian consciousness was capable of being 
thereby awakened. "Many of us," says Clement of Alexandria, "have 
received the divine doctrine, without the use of writings, in the power 
of God through faith." 2 . 

The few words of this confession of faith needed not, of course, to be 
communicated in writing. They were to pass into the heart of the 
catechumen; to pass from the living word into his life; to be expressed 
by him as the deep conviction of his heart. Was it wished to attach 
to this custom, which arose so naturally, of orally communicating the 
confession of faith, some higher meaning? The interpretation most 
readily presenting itself was, that the Christian doctrine should not 
come to men from without, through the medium of letters, but should 
be written in their hearts by the Spirit of God, and propagate itself 
there as a living principle. Jere 31: 33.3 In later times a disposition 
to dip into mysteries quite alien from the spirit of the simple gospel, 
which disposition had first found entrance into the Alexandrian church 
from her leaning to an accommodation with the pagan mysteries and 
from the influence of the Neo-Platonic mysticism, gave to this custom 
the meaning, that the most sacred things ought not be entrusted to 
writing, lest they should be produced among the uninitiated, and there
by become profaned: 4 - while yet the scriptures, the holiest tradition 
of the divine, might come into the hands of every heathen; while the 
apologists felt no scruples in presenting before the heathen the inmost 
mysteries of Christian doctrine! 

This confession of faith was made by the catechumens at baptism, in 
answers to distinct questions.5 

1 Stromat. 1. VII. f. 732, Lit. D. 
2 Stromat. 1. I. f. 319: Ol ae KaL uvev 

ypapp,urwv ovvup.et rov -;rep2 {Jeov atu -;ria
rew!: -;rapet"AnqJaflev "Aoyov. 

• 8 ~o Augustin, Se~cr 212: Hujus rei 
slgmficandre causa, audlendo symbolnm dis
citur, nce in tabulis vel in aliqua materia, 
sed in corde scribitur. 

The like play and paracle about myste
ries, to which more importance came to be 
attached than they originally posscssed af
tenvards led to the invention of the obsc~re 
vague nnd nnhistorical idea of a disciplin~ 
arcani, of which, from its very vagueness 

and want of foundation, men could make 
whatever they pleased. 

I) According to the most natural interpre
tation, 1 Pet. 3: 21, has reference already 
to the question proposed at baptism. 'Em:
pcJTrJpa, metonymice for the pledge in an
swer to the questions. Tertullian, de coro
na milit. c. 3: Amplius aliquid respondentes, 
quam Dominus in evangelio determinavit. 
Again, Tertullinn, de resurrect. c. 48, respect
ing baptism: Anima responsione sancitur. 
The council of eighty-seven Bishops in the 
time of Cyprian, respecting these questions: 
"Sacramentnm interrogare," (sacramentum 

i 
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With the oral confession of faith was also connected the avowal of a 
moral engagement. The transaction was looked upon in the following 
light: the candidate for baptism separated himself from the kingdom 
of sin, of darkness, of Satan, which, as a heathen devoted to bis lusts, 
he had hitherto served, and came over to the kingdom of God and of 
Christ. He was now, therefore, solemnly to renounce all fellowship 
with that kingdom of which he had before been a subject. Giving his 
hand to the bishop, he soh~mnly declared,! that he renounced the devil 
and all his pomps, - meaning particularly by these the pagan shows 
and things of the like nature - and his angels - an expression proba
bly based on the notion, that the heathen gods were evil spirits, who 
had seduced mankind.2 In accordance with the favorite comparison 
already alluded to, this pledge was regarded as the Christian's military 
oath, the sacramentum militire christianre, whereby he bound himself to 
live and fight as a miles Dei et Christi. 

This form of renunciation, which we meet with in the second cen
tury, should be distinguished from the exorcism, which could not have 
sprung so early out of the prevailing mode of thinking in Christian 
antiquity. It is true, the idea of a. deliverance from the dominion of 
the evil spirit in a moral and spiritual respect, of a separation from 
t~e kingdom of evil, and of a communication by the new birth of a 
dIvine life, which should be victorious over the principle of evil, is 
~ be reckoned among the number of original and essential Christian 
Ideas; but the whole act of baptism was to be in truth precise
ly a representation of this idea; there was no need, therefore, that 
any separate act should still be added to denote or to effectuate that 
'Yhich the whole act of baptism was intended to denote, and to the be
liever truly and effectually to represent. The case was different with 
the form of renunciation. This, like the confession of faith, had refer
ence to what the candidate was bound, on his part, to do, in order to 
enjoy the benefit of baptism. As in Christianity faith and life are 
closely conjoined, so the renunciation accompanied the confession. 
Hence we find in the second century no trace as yet of any such form 
of exorcism against the evil spirit. But the tendency to confound the 
inward with the outward, the inclination to the magical, the fondness 
for pomp and display, caused that those forms of exorcism which had 
been employed in the case of the energumens or demoniacally possessed, 
should be introduced in the baptism of all heathens. Perhaps the fact 
~lso had some connection with t4is change, that exorcism, which in ear
lier times was a free charisma, had become generally transformed into 
a lifeless mechanical act, attached to a distinct office in the church. 
In the apostolic constitutions, we find neither the one nor the other. 
The first unequivocal trace of exorcism in baptism is fo~nd in the acts 

is here equivalent to doctrina sacra.) In a. 1 According to Tertullian, de coron~ 

letter of Dionysius of Alexandria, cited in milit. c. 3,- twice, - first, before he wem 

¥usebins, 1. VII. c. 9: 'E7rep(')Tf;cret~ lea~ to baptism, perhaps on his first admission to 

v?,olCpf.cret~. Cyprian, ep. 76, ad Magnum, the church assemblies, next at baptism it

c~tcs one of these questions: Credis remis- self. 

810nem peccatorum et vitam reternam per 2 'A7rOTCtcrcreC1'8at TCiJ dtaf36'Ar,J KaL T~ 7rol'7rij 

sancta.m ecclesiam 1 leaL Toi~ cint'Aot~ aVToiJ. 
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of the council of eighty-five or eighty-seven bishops, which convened at 
Carthage in the year 256.1 

In respect to the form of baptism, it was in conformity with the 
original institution and the original import of the symbol, performed by 
immersion, as a sign of entire baptism into the Holy Spirit, of'being en· 
tirely penetrated by the same.2 It was only with the sick, where the 
exigency required it, that any exception was made; and in this case 
baptism was administered by sprinkling. Many superstitious persons,3 
clinging to the outward form, imagined that such baptism by sprinkling 
was not fully valid; and hence they distinguished those who had been 
so baptized by denominating them the clinid. The bishop Cyprian ex
pressed himself strongly against this delusion.4 "It is otherwise," - he 
says,-" the breast of the believer is washed, the soul of man is cleansed 
by the merits of faith, In the sacraments of salvation, where necessity 
compels and God gives permission, the divine thing, though outwardly 
abridged, bestows all that it implies on the faithful./) Or if anyone 
supposes that they have obtained nothing because they have been mere
ly sprinkled with the water of salvation, they must not be so deceived 
themsehres, as to think that they ought therefore to be baptized over 
again, in case they recover from their sickness. But if those who have 
once been consecrated by the baptism of the church, cannot again be 
baptized, why fill them with perplexity in regard to their faith and the 
grace of the Lord? Or is it admitted that they have indeed become 
sharers of the grace of the Lord, but in a smaller measure of the divine 
largess and of the Holy Spirit, so that they must be considered as 
Christians indeed, but yet not placed on the same level with the rest? 
No; the Holy Spirit is not given by measure, but poured out in full 
on the faithful. For if the day breaks alike on all, and if the sun pours 
his light on all in equal measure, how much more shall Christ, the true 
sun and the true day in his church, distribute the light of eternal life 
with unstinted equality! " 

~rhe formula of baptism, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, which is cited as the traditional one by Justin Martyr, is per
haps not the oldest; but the older is perhaps the shorter formula which 
refers only to Christ, to which there is allusion in the New Testament, 
which Marcion also insists on in his attempt to bring about a restoration 
of the original gospel, and which, amid the disputes concerning the bap
tism of heretics, still received special recognition. At all events, this 

.1 The North African bishop, Crecilius, of 
Bilta, goes on the suppositiou by his vote 
in this case, that exorcism belonO'ed essen. 
tially to the whole act of baptis~. So too 
the votllm of the fanatical Vincentius a 
Thibari, that the manuum impositio in ex. 
orcismo must precede the baptism of here
tics. But from the 76th letter of Cyprian 
ad Magnum, the presence of exorcism in 
baptism generally cannot be proved; he is 
speaking there simply of exorcism in the 
case of energumens, and it is ra.ther Cy
prian's object to show that baptism is far 

mightier than exorcism. Spiritus nequam 
ultra remanere non possunt iu hominis cor
pore, in quo baptizato et sanctificato incipit 
spiritus sanctus habit are. 

2 See my Rist. of the Planting, etc., Vol. 
I. p. 222. 

~ See above, p. 238. 
4 Ep. 76 ad Magnum. . 
6 The passage rendered here nccordmg 

to the sense, to make it intelligible: "To
tum eredentibus conferunt divina compen
dia." 



311 INFANT BAPTISM. 

shorter formula contains within it, as must be allowed~ all that which in 
the longer one is but more fully analyzed and unfolded.1 

Baptism was administered at first only to adults, as men were accus
tomed to conceive baptism and faith as strictly connected. We have 
all reason for not deriving infant baptism from apostolic institution,2 and 
the recognition of it which followed somewhat later, as an apostolical 
tradition, serves to confirm this hypothesis. Irenreus is the first church 
teacher in whom we find any allusion to infant baptism, and in his mode. 
of expressing himself on the subject, he leads us at the same time to 
recognize its conn~ction with the essence of the Christian consciousness; 
he testifies of the profound Christian idea, out of which infant baptism 
arose, and which procured for it at length universal recognition. Ire
nooUS is wishing to show that Christ did not interrupt the progressive 
development of that human nature, which was to be sanctified by him, 
but sanctified it in accordance with its natural course of development, 
and in all its several stages. "He came to redeem all by himself; all 
who, through him, are regenerated to God; infants, little children, 
boys, young men and old. Hence he passed through every age, and 
for the infants he became an infant, sanctifying the infants; - among 
the little children he became a little child, sanctifying those who be
long to this age, and at the same time presenting to them an example 
of piety, of well-doing and of obedience; among the young men, he be
came a young man, that he might set them an example and sanctify 
~hem to the Lord." 3 It is here especially important to observe, that 
lnfants (infantes) are expressly distinguished from children, (parvulis,) 
Whom Christ could also benefit by his example; and that they are rep
resented as capable of receiving from Christ, who had appeared in their 
age, nothing more than an objective sanctification. This sanctification 
becomes theirs, in so far as they are regenerated by Christ to God. 
Regeneration and baptism are in Irenreus intimately connected; and it is 
difficult to conceive how the term regeneration can be employed, in refer
ence to this age, to denote anything else than baptism. Infant baptism, 
then, appears here as the medium, through which the principle of sanc
tification, imparted by Christ to human nature from its earliest develop
ment, became appropriated to children. It is the idea of infant bap
tism, that Christ, through the divine life which he imparted to and 
revealed in human nature, sanctified that nature from the germ of its 
earliest development. The child born in a Christian family was, when 
all things were as they should be, to have this advantage above others, 
t~at he did not first come to Christianity out of heathenism, or the 
s:nful nature-life, but from the first dawning of consciousness, unfolded 
his powers under the imperceptible preventing influences of a sanctify. 

V 1 See my History of the Planting, etc., ct infantibus infans factns, sanctificans in
01. I. p. 222. fantes j in pan-ulis, parvulus, sanctificans 
2 The same, p. 224, fr. hanc ipsam habentes retatem, simul et ex
8 lrenreus, 1. n. c. 22, § 4: Omncs cnim emplum illis pietatis effectus: et justitire et 

}Jer semetipsum venit salvare: omnes, in subjectionis j in juvenibus, juvenis, exem· 

guam, qui per eum renascuntur in Deum, plum juvenibus fiens et sanctificans Dom

lnfantes et parvnlos et pueros et juvenes et ino. 

seniores. Ideo per omnem venit retatem, 
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ing, ennobling religion; that with the earliest germination of the natu
ral self-conscious life, another divine principle of life, transforming the 
nature, should be brought nigh to him, ere yet the ungodly principle 
could come into full activity; and the latter should at once find here 
its powerful counterpoise'. In such a life, the new birth was not to 
constitute a new crisis, beginning at some definable moment, but it was 
to begin imperceptibly, and so proceed through the whole life. Hence 
baptism, the visible sign of regeneration, was to be given to the child 
at the very outset; the child was to be consecrated to the Redeemer 
from the beginning of its life. From this idea, founded on what is in
most in Christianity, becoming predominant in the feelings of Christians, 
resulted the practice of infant baptism. 

But immediately after Irenreus,l in the last years of the second cen
tury, Tertullian appears as a zealous opponent of infant baptism; a 
proof that the practice had not as yet come to be regarded as an apos
tolical institution; for otherwise, he would hardly have ventured to ex
press himself so strongly against it. We perceive from his argument 
against infant baptism, that its advocates already appealed to Matth. 
19: 14, a passage which it would be natural for everyone to apply in 
this manner. "Our Lord rebuked not the little children, but commanded 
them to be brought to him that he might bless them." Tertullian ad
vises, that in consideration of the great importance of the transaction, 
and of the preparation necessary to be made for it on the part of the 
recipients, baptism, as a general thing, should rather be delayed than 
prematurely applied, and he takes this occasion to declare himself par
ticularly opposed to haste in the baptism of children.2 In answer to 
the objection drawn from those words of Christ, he replies: -" Let 
them come, while they are growing up; let them come while they are 
learning, while they are being taught to what it is they are coming; 
let them become Christians, when they are susceptible of the knowledge 
of Christ. What haste, to procure the forgiveness of sins for the age 
of innocence! 'Ve show more prudence in the management of our 
worldly concerns, than' we do in entrusting the divine treasure to those 
who cannot be entrusted with earthly property. Let them first learn 
to feel their need of salvation; so it may appear that we have given to 
those that wanted." Tertullian evidently means, that children should 
be led to Christ by instructing them in Christianity; but that they 
should not receive baptism, until, after having been sufficiently instruct
ed, they are led from personal conviction and by their own free choice, 
to seek for it with sincere longing of the heart. It may be said, indeed, 
that he is only speaking of the course to be followed according to the 
general rule; whenever there was momentary danger of death, bap

1 It has heen attempted to proye the Clement's mind, he could denominate. all 
practice of infant baptism from the passage Christians rraloia. Beyond doubt, the wnter 
slreadv cited from Clement of Alexandria is speaking in this passage directly of con
Predagog. lib. III, f. 247: "1'WV e; voaTo~ version and regeneration, in reference to all 
avaurrwJ1.EVwv rrauJiC<?v," which, beyond ques men. _ 
tion, refers to baptism; but this can hardly 2 De baptismo, c. 18: Cunctatio baptisml 
be considered a yalid proof; for as the idea utilior est, prrecipue bunen circa parvulos. 
of the {}tlo~ 7t'aL<5ay{..ry6~ was floating before 
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tism might be administered, even according to his views. But if he 
had considered this to be so necessary, he could not have failed to 
mention it expressly. It seems, in fact, according to the principles 
laid down by him, that he could not conceive of any efficacy whatever 
residing in baptism, without the conscious participation and individual 
faith of the person baptized; nor could he see any danger, accruing to 
the age of innocence from delaying it; although this view of the mat
ter was not logically consistent with hi8 own system. 

But when, now, on the one hand, the doctrine of the corruption 
and guilt, cleaving to human nature in consequence of the first trans
gression, was reduced to a more precise and systematic form, and on 
the other, from the want of duly distinguishing between what is out
ward and what is inward in baptism, (the baptism by water and the 
baptism by the Spirit,) the error became more firmly established that 
without external baptism no one could be delivered from that inherent 
guilt, could be saved from the everlasting punishment that threatened 
him, or raised to eternal life; and when the notion of a magical influ
ence, a charm connected with the sacraments continually gained ground, 
the theory was finally evolved of the unconditional necessity of infant 
baptism. About the middle of the third century, this theory was 
already generally admitted in the North African church. The only 
question that remained was, whether the child ought to be baptized im
mediately after its birth, or not till eight days after, as in the case of 
the rite of circumcision. The latter was the opinion of the bishop 
Fidus, who proposed the question to a council convened at Carthage. 
Cyprian answered it, in the year 252, in the name of sixty-six bishops.1 
His answer evinces how full he was of that great Christian idea which 
has just been unfolded, and out of which the practice of infant baptism 
proceeded. But embarrassed by his habit of confounding the inward 
with the outward, by his materialism, he mingled with it much that is 
erroneous. He declares himself against the arbitrary limitation of 
Fidus. " None of us could agree to your opinion~ On the contrary, 
it is the opinion of us all, that the mercy and grac~ of God must be 
refused to no human being, so soon as he is born; for since our Lord 
says in his gospel, 'The Son of man is no.t come to destroy men's 
souls, but to save them,' Luke 9 : 50, so everything that lies in our 
power must be done that no soul may be lost. As God has no respect 
of persons, 80 too he has no respect of age, offering himself as a Father 
with equal freeness to all, that they may be enabled to obtain the 
heavenly grace. As to what you say) that the child in the first days 
of its 'birth is not clean to the touch, and that each of us would shrink 
from kissing such an object, even this, in our opinion, ought to. present 
no obstacle to the bestowment of the heavenly grace; for it is written, 

. ' to the pure all things are pure;' and none of us ought to revolt at 
that which God has condescendod to. create. Although the child be 
but just born, yet it is no such objec~ that anyone ought to demur at 
kiSSing it to impart the divine grace and the salutation of peace, (i. e. 

1 Ep. 59. 

VOL. I. 21 
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the brotherly kiss, which was given to persons newly baptized, as the 
sign of the fellowship of peace in the· Lord,) since each of us must be 
led, by his own religious sensibility, to think upon the creative hands 
of God, fresh from the completion of their work, which we kiss in the 
newly formed man when we take in our arms what God has made. .Rs 
to the rest, if anything could prove a hindrance to men in the attain· 
ment of grace, much rather might those be hindered whose maturer 
years have involved them in hea.vy sins. But if even the chief of 
sinners, who have been exceedingly guilty before God, receive the for· 
giveness of sins on coming to the faith, and no one is precluded from 
baptism and from grace, how much less should the child be kept back, 
which, as it is but just born, cannot have sinned, but has only 
brought with it, by its descent from Adam, the infection of the old 
death; and which may the more easily obtain the remission of sins, 
because the sins which are forgiven it, are not its own, but those of 
another." 

In the Alexandrian church also, which, in respect to its whole theo
logical and dogmatic direction of mind was so essentially distinguished 
from the church of North Africa, we find prevailing, even at a some
what earlier period, the doctrine of the necessity of infant baptism. 
Origen, in whose system infant baptism could readily find its place,! 
though not in the same connection as in the system of the North Afri· 
can church, declares it to be an apostolical tradition; 2 an expression, 
by the way, which cannot be regarded as of much weight in this age, 
when the inclination was so strong to trace every institution which was 
considered of special importance, to the apostles; and when so many 
walls of separation, hindering the freedom of prospect, had already 
been set up between this and the apostolic age. Also in the Persian 
church, infant baptism was, in the course of the third century, so gen
erally recognized that the sect founder Mani thought he could draw an 
argument from it in favor of a doctrine which seemed to him necessa
rily presupposed by this application of the rite. 

But if the necessity of infant baptism was acknowledged in theory, 
it was stilI far from being uniformly recognized in practice. Nor was 
it always from the purest motives that men were induced to put off 
their baptism. Precisely the same false notion of baptism as an opus 
operatum, which had moved some to consider the baptism of infants so 
unconditionally necessary, led many others, who mistook indeed, in a. 
far grosser and more dangerous manner, the nature of this rite, to de
lay their baptism, that they might, in the meantime, the more. freely 
abandon themselves to their lusts, and yet, cleansed in the hour of death 
by the. magical annihilation of their sins, be able to pass without hind
rance mto eternal life. We have already noticed the pious indignation 

1 Namely, in its relation to his theory, according to the Latin translation of Rnfi· 
that human souls are fallen heavenly essen nus. In Origen's time, too, difficulties 'Yere 
ces, and are to be cleansed from a guilt still frequently urged against infant baptl~JD,
which they brought with them; see below. similar to those thrown out by Tertnlhan. 

2 This, expressly in the fifth book of his Compo his Homil. XIV. in Lncam, (accord
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, ing to the translation of Jerome.) 
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and force with which Tertullian, who was otherwise oppose'd to haste in 
baptism, combatted, this error. . 

Infant baptism, also, furnished probably the first occasion for the ap
pointment of sponsors or god-fathers; for as this was a case in which 
the persons baptized could not themselves declare their confession of 
faith and the required renunciation, it became necessary for others to 
do it in their,name; and these at the same time engaged to take care 
that the children should be rightly instructed in Christianity, and 
trained up in a life corresponding to the vows given at baptism; hence 
they were called sponsors, (sponsores.) Tertullian adds it to his other 
arguments against infant baptism, that these sponsors were obliged to 
a~sume an o~ligation which they might be prevented from fulfilling, 
eIther by their own death, or by the untoward conduct of the child. l 

With the act of baptism, several symbolical customs were united, 
which flowed from the idea of this transaction, and in which this idea 
was to be represented to the senses. Thus it came about that, as the 
participation of the universal priesthood of all the faithful was consid
ered as necessarily united with the introduction to the fellowship of 
Christians, so the symbol of priestly consecration was made to follow 
the act of baptism. As, in the Old Testament, anointing was the sign 
of consecration to the priestly office; so oil, which had been blessed 
expressly for this purpose, was applied to the newly baptized, as a sign 
of consecration to this spiritual priesthood. We first meet with this 
custom in Tertullian, and in Cyprian it appears already to constitute 
an essential part of the rite of baptism.2 The imposition of hands ac
companied by prayer, with which the act of baptism was concluded, is 
beyond doubt a still older custom. The sign of the imposition of hands 
(i1rl.tge(Uf Ti:JV. xetpCrv, xetpo{1ecrta, :1~'tiQ) was the common token of religious 
C.onsecration, borrowed from the Jews, and employed on various occa
SIOns, either to denote consecration to the Christian calling in general, 
or to the particular branches of it. The apostles, or presiding officers 
of the church, laying their hands on the head of the baptized individ
ual, .called upon the Lord to bestow his blessing on the holy transaction 
~ow completed, to cause to be fulfilled in him whatever was implied in 
It, to consecrate him with his Spirit for the Christian calling, and to 
pour out his Spirit upon him. This closing rite was inseparably con
nected with the whole act of baptism. All, indeed, had reference here 
~ the same principal thing, without which no one coul,d be a Chris
tian, - the birth to a new life from God, the baptism of the Spirit, 

1 De b~ptismo, c.-IS: Quid enirn necesse Scripture, bnt from ecclesiastical tradition, 
es~ sponsores etiam pericul~ ingeri 1 q~ia he makes no mention of this unction. Cy
et IpSI per mortalitatem destItuere promIs prian, ep. 70, in the name of an ecclesiasti
s.iones suas possunt, et proventu maIm indtr cal assembly: Ungi quoquc ncccsse est 
lis faUi. eum qui baptizatus sit, ut, accepto chrismate, 

2 L. c. c. 7: Em-essi de lavacro, perungui esse unctus Dei et habere in se gratiam 
mnr benedicta ~nctione, de pristina disci Christi possit; (the next following words, 
pHna, qua unO'ui oleo de cornu in sacerdo respecting the sacrament of the supper, are 
tium solebant. Adv. Marcion, 1. I. c. 14; manifestly a gloss, disturbing the sense, and 
de res. cam. c. 8. Yet in the book de coro occasioned bv the subsequent mention of 
~a miIit. c. 3, where he describes the usages the snpper,) unde baptizati unguuntur oleo 
In baptism which were derived not from in altari sanctificato. 
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which was symbolically represented by the baptism of water. Tertul.. 
lian still considers this transaction and baptism as one whole, belonging 
together; although he distinguishes in it the two separate moments, 
the negative and the positive, the forgiveness of sin and cleansing from 
sin which was mediated by baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and the importation of the Holy Spirit following thereupon, 
upon the individual now restored to the original state of innocence, to 
which importation the imposition of hands refers.1 ' 

But now, since the idea had sprung up of a spiritual character be
longing exclusively to the bishops, or successors of the apostles, and com
municated to them by ordination; on which character the propagation 
of the Holy Spirit in the church was dependent; it was considered as 
their prerogative to seal, by this consecration of the imposition of hands, 
the whole act of baptism; (hence this rite was called signaculum, 
uif>payk ) It was supposed that a good and valid reason for this rite 
could be drawn from the fact that the Samaritans, baptized by a dea
con, were first endowed with spiritual gifts by the imposition of the 
hands of the apostles, which was added afterwards, (Acts 19,2) as this 
passage was then understood. So now the presbyters, and in case of 
necessity, even the deacons, were empowered to baptize, but the bish
ops only were authorized to consummate that second holy act. This 
notion had been formed so early as the middle of the third century. 
The bishops were under the necessity, therefore, of occasionally going 
through their dioceses, in order to administer to those who had been 
baptized by their subordinates, the country presbyters, the rite which 
was afterwards denominated confirmation. In ordinary cases, where 
the bishop himself administered the baptism, both were still united 
together as one whole, and thus constituted the complete act of bap
tism.a 

After all this had been performed, in many of the churches, in those 
for instance of North Africa and of Alexandria, there was given to 
the person newly baptized a mixture of milk and honey, as a symbol of 
filiation into the new life, and as a spiritual application of the promise 

1 De baptismo, c. 8: Dehinc m~nus im
ponitur per bencdictionem, advocans et in
vitans Spiritum sanctum. He names to
gether, de res cam. c. 8, in connection with 
baptism, all the tTtree things which after
wards, separated' from it and combined 
together in one whole, constituted in the 
Roman church, the sacrament of confirma
tion : ,the unction, conveying with it tTte con
3tcratlOn if the soul; the signing with the 
cros~, cony~ying with it protection from evil; 

, t~e tmposltzon if hands, the illuminatio spi
ll'1tus. _ 

2 S~e on this subject, my History of the 
Plantlllg, etc., Vol. I. p. 82, if. 

3 Cyprian speaks of 1\ sacramentum du
plex, water baptism, and spiritual baptism 
,represented by the impo~ition of hands: 
(sacramento utroque nascI,) yet both unit
ed in the church act of baptism, ep. 72, ad 

Jubajanum, and cp. 72, ad Stephan. We 
must not lose sight here of the nnsettled 
meaning affixed to the word sacramentum, 
according to which it signified any sacred 
thing, sacred doctrine, sacred sign. After 
citing the example of Philip and the apoS
tles, he says: Quod nunc quoque apud noS 
geritur, ut, qui in ecc1esia baptizantur, prro
positis ecclesire oiferantur, et per nos tram 
orationem ac manus impositionem spirit~'!l 
sanctum consequantur et signaculo domllll
co consummentur. The same notion occurs 
in the contemporary work, as is most prob
able, de rebaptismate j this act is here .de
nominated baptisms spiritale. Cornehus, 
in Euseb. 1. VI. c. 43, asks respecting one 
who may not have received this con!irma
tion of the bishop: "How could he WIthout 
this become partaker of the Holy Spirit 1 " 
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concerning the land flowing with milk and honey, to that heavenly 
country, with all its blessed privileges, to which the baptized belonged.1 

He was then received into the church by the first kiss of Christian 
brotherhood, the salutation of peace, of that peace with God which he 
now participated in common with all Christians; 2 and from henceforth 
he had the right of saluting all Christians with this fraternal sign. But 
Clement of Alexandria already had to complain that this brotherly kiss, 
originally a natural expression of Christian feeling, was become an opus 
operatum, a thing of conscious display, by which the suspicion of the 
heathens was excited.3 His objection to it is, that love evinces itself 
not in the brotherly kiss, but in the disposition of the heart.4 

Before taking leave of this subject we must touch on a controverted 
question, which, in the second half of the third century, created no small 
agitation. It was the question, what con8titutes the validity of baptism? 
What was to be done in the case of a heretic, who, after having received 
baptism in his own sect, came over to the orthodox church? Before 
any special inquiries on this point had as yet been instituted, the 
churches in different countries had been in the habit of pursuing differ
ent courses, just as they happened, as is usual in such cases, to proc~ed 
unintentionally from different starting points. In Asia Minor and the 
adjacent countries, the point started from was that no baptism was valid, 
save that administered in the orthodox church, where alone all religious 
acts had their true significancy; that the baptism of heretics was null 
and void, and that the true baptism ought therefore to be administered 
to such as came over from the sects, in the same manner as to heathens. 
~his may be easily explained from the asperity of the polemical rela
tions which existed in these particular districts between the church 
and the sects, and from the character of these sects;. for instance, the 
Gnostic, who departed widely in regard to the most essential points of 
doctrine and of practice from the commonly received-opinions., In the 
Roman church, on the contrary, where too in other respects a bitter 
hostility prevailed against the heretics, the matter was conducted in a 
milder spirit, more importance being here attached to the objective side 
of baptism. The principle was pursued in practice, that baptism, in 
\irtue of the objective significancy of the name of Christ or of the Trin
ity, with the invocation of which it was administered, always has validity, 
by whomsoever and under whatsoever religious views it may be admin
istered. The heretics, therefore, who came over to the church, were 
recognized as baptized Christians; and only the rite of confirmation, in 
the sense above explained, was bestowed on them by the bishop, that 

1 See the passaO'e above quoted from 8 In the passage already cited from the 
Tertullian's de cor~n3. milit. and adv. Mar Preda~og, 1. III. f. 256: 0, oe oMev, UAA' 
cion. 1. I. c. 14: DellS mcllis et lactis socie 1} cptA1JflaTt Karal/loqlOvUt rar; CKKA.1J()lar;, TO 
tate suos infantat, (he causes them to be qJtAoiiv £voov OVK exovrcl: aUTO. Kat yap 
kTlOwn as his new-born children.) Clemens, 0" roiiro cK7rirrt..1JKev V7rOVOlar; atJxpur "al 
PredagoO". 1. I. f. 103: EMvr; avayevvrr&iv. {3Aau91Jplar; ro UValO1JV XPTJu8at riiJ tpLt..fJ·
Ter reTt;~flerJa rnr uvarrav()wr ri)v eA7rioa, pan, (mep etfJilv Elva, flVUTlKOv. 
ri)v av(,) 'lepoV()aATtfl f:bayycAl(opCVOt, £V ~ 4 ' Ayurr1J ot: OUIC tv ~lA~fLaTt. aU' hi 
p£AL KaL yu.Aa bp{3pEiv uvayiyparrTat. tvvoiq. Kpivera,. 

2 Osculum pacis, elo~v1J. See above. 

27" 
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the Holy Spirit might render efficacious the baptism they had received; 
a practice which was one of the occasions of separating confirmation 
from baptism. As the different communities willingly directed them· 
selves according to the model of their apostolical mother churches, (the 
sedes apostolicre,) it is probable that most of the Western churches 
followed the example which had been set them at Rome. 

But towards the close of the second century, the custom, which thus 
far had been tacitly observed, ~ecame an object of especial inquiry in 
Asia. Minor; whether it was that the prevailing principle in that region, 
being followed also by the Montanistic churches,l was therefore called 
in question by those who were glad of any opportunity to oppose the 
Montanists, or whether it was for some other reason. The majority 
declared in favor of adhering to the old principle. Somewhat later, 
when the matter again came up, this principle was solemnly confirmed 
by two ecclesiastical councils at Iconium and Synnada in Phrygia. 
This led to the discussion of the same question in other countries. Ter· 
tullian, most probably while he was still a member of the Catholic 
church, wrote in the Greek language a special treatise on the subject, 
in which he did not hesitate to depart in this particular from the custom 
of the Roman church. To defend the necessity of recognizing hereti· 
cal baptism, the opposite party had doubtless already appealed to Ephes. 
4: 5, 6, " One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all," - and had drawn from it the conclusion that wherever men were 
found to call on that one God and that one Lord, it was necessary to 
recognize the validity of their baptism. But Tertullian replies: 2 

"This can relate only to us, who know and call upon the true God and 
Christ. The heretics have not this God and this Christ. These words, 
therefore, cannot be applied to them; and as they do not rightly ad
minister the ordinance, their baptism is the same as none." 

In the North African church, men willingly. followed, for the most 
part, the example of the mother church at Rome, but were at the same 
time far from submitting their own judgment to the authority of that 
church.3 At a council held in Carthage, over which the bishop Agnp
pinus presided, seventy bishops of North Africa declared themselves 
for the opposite opinion. Yet neither party was disposed as yet to ob
trude its own views and practice on the other. The churches which 
differed on this point, in no case dissolved the bond of fraternal har
mony on account of a disagreement which so little concerned the es
sentials of Christianity. But here again, it was a Roman bishop, 
Stephanus, who, instigated by the spirit of ecclesiastical arrogance, 
domination and zeal without knowledge, attached to this point of dis
pute a paramount importance. Hence towards the close of the year 
25~, he. issued a sentence of excommunication against the bishops of 
ASia M:nor, ?appadocia, Galatia, and Cilicia,4 stigmatizing them as 
:anabaptIsts, (Clva{3a1rTlC1TaI. ,)5 a name, however, which they could justly 

1 See Tertullian, de pudicitia, c. 19. I) The words of Cyprian, ep. 71 ad Quin
2 De baptismo, c. 15. tum; Nos autem dicimus eos qui inde 
8 See above. veniunt, non rebaptizari apud nos, sed bap
t Dionysius, in Euseb. 1. VII. c. 5 j Fir- tizari. 

milianus in CyprianJ ep. 75. 
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affirm they did not deserve by their principles; for it was not their 
~ish to administer a second baptism to those who had been already bap
tIzed, but they contended that the previous baptism, given by heretics, 
could not be recognized as a true one. 

From Asia, the discussions in regard to this matter extended them
selves to North Africa. Here there was always a party which stood 
firm by the old Roman usages. The earlier discussions were now for
gotten; and hence there arose new questions and investigations relative 
to. this matter. These induced Cyprian, the bishop, to propose the 
pomt for discussion. at two synods held in Carthage in the year 255, 
the one composed of eighteen, and the other of seventy-one ,bishops; 
~nd both asse.mblies declared in favor of Cyprian's views, that the bap
tIsm of heretIcs ought not to be regarded as valid. As he was well 
aware 1 what importance the church of Rome and its followers attached 
~ traditional customs, and that they held up this long observed practice 
lU.the light of an apostolical tradition, although from the nature of the 
thmg, cases of this sort could not well occur in the time of the apos
tIes; he expressed himself after the following manner in a letter to 
Qllintus,2 an African bishop, to whom he communicated the decisions 
of the first council: "This is a case in which we aI'e not to be arbitra
rily directed by custom, but to be convinced by arguments. For even 
Peter, whom our Lord chose the first, and on whom he founded his 
c~urch, did not arrogantly pretend, when Paul afterwards. disputed 
WIth him concerning circumcision, Gal. 2,3 that he held the prima.. 
c;r, and that the later and younger apostle should yield obedience to 
hIm; nor did he despise Paul, because he was once a persecutor of the 
church; but he took counsel of the truth and easily acquiesced in the 
Correct views which Paul succeeded to establish. He thus gave us an 
example of unanimity and of patience, that we should not obstinately 
~leave to our own way, but rather, when any useful and salutary thin$ 
18 occasionally sugO'ested to us by our brethren and colleagues, make It 
ours, if it be true ~nd lawful." He communicated the decisiolls of the 
g:eater council to S£ephanus also, the Roman bishop, in a letter written 
WIth great freedom of spirit, though in a tone of forbearance; 4 but 
Stephanus, in his arrogant reply,5 set up against Cyprian the tradition 
of the Roman church. He is said to have carried his blind, unchris
tian zeal so far as to indulge himself in undignified and abusive lan
guage towards his African colleague, refuse the bishops an audience 
who came to him as delegates of the North African council, and even 
forbid his church to receive them into their houses! Yet far from Cy
prian was the thought of submitting his reason to the authority of the 
Roman church. He convened at Carthage, in the year 256, a still 
larger council, composed of eighty-seven bishops, and this assembly also 
acceded to the principles before expressed. In the North African church 
Was evinced, under this zeal for the exclusive validity of Catholic bap

1 See above. bcen preserved in the North African church. 
2 Ep. 71. , i Ep. 72. 

• 8 It is remarkable how constantly the un 6 See above, p. ~16, if. 
bIassed, unprejudiced vicw of this fact had 
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tism, a fanatical hatred of heretics; an exaggerated opinion of the ex
clusive doliness of the Catholic church.1 But it is noticeable how the 
same individual, who held tradition generally in so high esteem, opposed 
to it on this occasion, truth and right reason. "In vain," he says, 
" some who were cast in the argument, oppose to us usage, as if usage 
were greater than truth, or as if in spiritual things, one must not follow 
that better way which has been revealed by the Holy Spirit." 2 

Cyprian now endeavored to form a connection with the Asiatics, who 
entertained the same views of this matter with himself; and to this end 
laid the whole case before one of the most eminent of the Asiatic bish
opa, Firmilianus, of Cresarea in Cappadocia. The latter signified his 
entire concurrence in Cyprian's views,3 and added some well-timed re
marks on the advantages of common deliberation on spiritual matters, 
when such deliberation is conducted in the spirit of Christ. "Since 
divine doctrine transcends the bounds of human nature, and the soul 
of man cannot grasp the Whole and the Perfect, therefore is the num
ber of prophets so great, that the manifold wisdom of God may be ap
portioned among many. And hence he who has first spoken as a 
prophet, is commanded to keep silence when any thing is revealed to 
another." 1 Cor. 14: 30. 

The Christian moderation of the bishop Dionysius of Alexandria has 
been noticed already in a former controversy.4 We find him manifest
ing the same temper in this. On the point in question he agreed, it is 
true, with the churches of North Africa and Asia Minor, the same 
views having for a long time prevailed in the Alexandrian church; 5 

though he differed from them in one respect, that hi8 more liberal 
spirit was rather inclined to make exceptions to the rule,6 in regard to 
many sects, who in doctrine harmonized completely with the church. 
But at the same time he endeavored to maintain brotherly harmony 
with the bishops of Rome, and dispose them for peace. He besought 
the Roman bishop Stephanus with earnest representations not to dis
turb again the Eastern church in her enjoyment of that external peace 
which she had obtained from the emperor Valeriari, and of the internal 

1 See Cyprian's words, ep. 71: Hrereti
corom sordidam et profanam tinctionem 
vero, unico et legitimo ecclesire catholicre 
baptismo prreponere. Nihil potest esse com
mune Antichristo et Christo. He styles the 
baptism of heretics, "aqua perfida et men
dax." The opinions expressed by many 
of these bishops manifest the same spirit, 
-a premonitory sign of those struggles 
~hich in t~e f?urth century were produced 
In. t?ese dlstncts by Il. fanatical separative 
Spinto . 

2 Proinde frostra quidam, qui ratione 
vincuntur, consuetudinem nobis opponunt, 
quasi consuetudo major sit veritate aut non 
id sit in spiritalihus sequendum,' quod in 
melius a .Sancto Spi~itu revel~tum. Ep. 73. 

8 Cypnan, ep. 75, In a Latm translation 
often literaL. ' 

f See above, the Novatian schism. 
6 That the Alexandrian church) too, reo 

jected baptism administered in the churches 
of heretics, seems necessarily to follo~ 
from the declaration of Dionysius in hIS 
letter to the Roman bishop, Sixtus II., Eu
seb.l. VII. C. 7, where he says, that when 
members of the Catholic church who had 
gone over to the heretics, returned back 
again to the former, it was not the custom 
to re-baptize them, for they had before re
.ceived the holy baptism from the bishop.
This therefore was the only case. Conse
quently baptism administered out of th~ 
Catholic church, was not recognized as holy, 
as yalid. 

6 Thus he made an exception of this sO.n 
with respect to the baptism administered In 
the Montanist churches, probably becau~o 
he entertained milder views respecting the.1f 
relation to the universal church. See BasiL 
Cresar. cp. 188, or cp. canon 1. 
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peace which accompanied it since the suppression of the schism of N <r 
vatian. "Know, my brother," 1 he wrote, "that all the once divided 
churches in the East and still beyond are now united together, and that 
all the presiding officers of these churches agree,rejoicing exceedingly 
in the peace which, contrary to expectation, has fallen to our lot. AU 
give praise to God in harmony and brotherly love." It was probably 
in consequence of his negotiations with the Roman church, conducted 
in this spirit of love and wise forbearance, that Stephanus did not ven
ture to excommunicate him with the rest. He continued the corres
pondence with Sixtus, the successor of Stephanus ; and to maintain the 
bond of brotherly love, he even asked his advice in relation to one mat
ter, where both of them could start from the same principles.2 

The emperor Valerian becoming soon after a persecutor of the 
Christian church, this outward conflict contributed to hush the disputes 
within it; perhaps, also, the successor of Stephanus did not partake of 
his blind zeal. 

It remains that we should consider somewhat more minutely the 
points in dispute between the two parties, and the mode of their devel
opment on both sides. There were two points of dispute. In respect 
to the first, the Roman party maintained that the validity of baptism 
depended simply on its being administered as instituted by Christ. 
The formula of baptism, in particular, gave it its objective validity; it 
mattered not what was the subjective character of the officiating priest, 
who served merely as an instrument in the transaction; it was of no 
~onsequence· where the baptism was administered. That which is ob
Jectively divine in the transaction could evince its power, the grace of 
~od could thus operate through the objective symbol, if it but found 
In the person baptized a recipient soul; that person could receive the 
grace of baptism, wherever he might be baptized, through his own 
faith, and through his own disposition of heart.3 But Cyprian brings 
against his opponents a charge of inconsistency, from which they could 
not easily defend themselves. If the baptism of heretics possessed an 
objective validity, then, for the same reason, their confirmation must 
also possess an objective validity. "For," says Cyprian, "if a person 
born out of the church, (namely, to the new life,) may become a tem
ple of God why may not also the Holy Spirit be poured out on this 
temple? He who has put off sin in baptism and become sanctified, 
spiritually transformed into a new man, is capable of receiving the 
Holy Spirit. The apostle says, ' As many of you as are baptized, have 
put on Christ.' It follows, then, that he who may put on Christ when 

1 Euseb. 1. V. c. 5. to 11.. baptism which in other respects wtl.'l 
2 L. c. 1. VII. c. 9. administered in the right way, was presup
8 l<:um qui quomodocunque foris (with posed on both sides. Had the opponents 

out the church,) baptizatuT, mente et fide found it in their power to charge any fault 
~ua baptismi gratiam conscqui. The opin upon Stephanus Rnd his party in this re
Ion of the Roman church is by no means spect, they would hardly have omitted the 
to be so apprehended, as if the employment opportunity. Moreover, Dionysius of Alex
of the correct formula of bapti!Sm, ev~n of andria, in the question which he proposed 
Such 8. baptism as departed in all respects to the Roman bishop, Euseb. I. VII. e. 9, 
'Wholly from the original institution, could proceeds on the supposition that they were 
render it valid. That the question related both agreed on that point. 
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baptized by heretics, can much more receive the Holy Spirit, which 
Christ has sent; as if Christ could be put on without the Spirit, or the 
Spirit could be separated from Christ."l 

The other party maintained, on the other hand, that no baptism could 
be valid, unless administered in, the true church, where alone the effi
cacious influence of the Holy Spirit is exerted. If by this was understood 
merely an outward being in the church, an outward connection with it, 
the decision of the question would be easy. But what Cyprian really 
meant here, was an inward subjective connection with the true church 
by faith and disposition of heart. He took it for granted that the offi
ciating priest himself, by virtue of his faith, must be an organ of the 
Holy Spirit, and enabled by the magical influence of his priestly office, 
duly to perform the sacramental acts, to communicate, for example, to 
the water its supernatural, sanctifying power.2 But when the matter 
took this shape - was made thus to depend on the 8ub;jective character 
of the priest - it became difficult, in many cases, to decide as to the 
validity of a baptism, which must be the occasion of much perplexity 
and doubt; - for who could look into the heart of the officiating 
priest? 3 

But the Roman party went still farther in their defence of the ob
jective significancy of the formula of baptism. Even a baptism where 
the complete form was not employed, but administered simply in the 
name of Christ, they declared to be objectively valid.4 Cyprian main

1 Cyprian, ep. 74. 
2 L. c. ep. 70: Quomodo sanctificare 

aquam potest, qui ipse immundus est et 
apud quem Spiritus Sanctus non est 1 Sed 
et pro baptizato quam precem facere potest 
sacerdos sacrilegus et peeeator 1 Ep. 76: 
Quando hrec in ecclesia fiunt, ubi sit et ac
cipientis et dan tis fides integra. 

8 Thc author of the book de rebaptis
mate, which stands among the works of 
Cyprian, could therefore make the objec
tion: Quid dicturus es de his, qui plerumque 
ab episcopis pessimre conversation is bapti
zantur 1 by those who afterwards, when 
their vices came to be known, were deposed. 
Aut quid statues de eis, qui ab episcopis 
prave sentientibus aut imperitioribus fue
rint baptizati ~ 

4 From Cyprian's letters, and from the 
book de rebaptismate, it is clear beyond all 
controversy, that the Roman party main
tained this. If Firmilian, in the 75 ep. Cy
~rian,. speaks only of the. formula of bap
tism In the name of the trtnitas, it does not 
follow, ~hat t!te ?I?pon~nts had spoken bare
ly W' thlS. Flrmlhan glVes prominence only 
t? that poin~ agail!st whic~ he meant par
tlcularly to direct hiS polemICS, the principle 
that the baptismal formula gave to baptis~ 
an objective validity; and hence he does 
not distinguish, what would have to be dis
tinguished in exhibiting the opinion of his 
opponents. , Yet we see also the other po
sition of his opponents, which must have 

floated before his mind, discovering itsel£, 
when he says: Non omnes autem, qui nomen 
Christi invocant, audiri, &C. The tract de 
rebaptismate, a work of some acuteness, I 
have thought myself undoubtedly author
ized to cite as belonging to this period. I 
cannot adopt the opinion, that it is the onc 
which, according to Gennadius, de script. 
eccles., Ursinus, a monk, is said to have 
written, not till the close of the fourth cen
tury, or still later. The writer discourses 
like a man who lived in the midst of these 
controversies, in the time of the persecu
tions; all which is inconceivable of an au
thor belonging to a later period. When he 
says, these controversies were to produce 
no other fruit, nisi ut unus homo, quicun
que ilIe est, magnre prudentire et constan: 
tire esse, aplld quosdam leves homines inaDl 
gloria prredicetur, we see very clearly that 
Cyprian is here meant, and only a contem
porary could so speak of him. The e~
pression relative to an ancient apostoh.c 
tradition, " post tot secnlorum tantam sen
em," seems, it is true, unbefitting in the 
mouth of a man who wrote in the middle 
of the third century. But this expression 
would in any case continue still to be very 
hyperbolical. although employed by a w~t~r 
at the end of the fourth century; and It IS 
the fact generally,. that strong hyperboles 
are not unusual in the writers belonging to 
the African church. 
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tained, on the other hand, that the formula of baptism had no longer 
significancy, when not in the full form instituted by Christ. We per
ceive here the more liberal Christian spirit of the anti-Cyprian party. 
The thought hovered vaguely before their minds, that everything that 
pertains to Christianity is properly embraced in the faith in Christ.! 

Cyprian himself, however, did not venture to limit God's grace by 
such outward things in cases where converted heretics had already 
been admitted without a new baptism, and had enjoyed the fellowship 
of the church, or died in it. "God," he observes, "is great in his 
mercy, to show indulgence and not exclude from the benefits of the 
church, those who have been received into it informally, and thus fallen 
asleep." 2A remarkable· case of this sort is narrated by Dionysius of 
Alexandria.3 There was in the church of. Alexandria a converted 
heretic, who lived as a member of the church for many years, and par
ticipated in the various acts of worship. Happening once to be pres
ent at a baptism of catechumens, he remembered that the baptism 
which he himself had received in the sect from which he was converted, 
probably a Gnostic sect, bore no resemblance whatever to the one he now 
witnessed. Had he been aware that whoever possesses Christ in faith, 
~ossesses all that is necessary to his growth in grace and to the sal var 
hon of his soul, this circumstance could not have given him so much 
uneasiness. But as this was not so clear to him, he doubted as to his 
title to consider himself a real Christian, and fell into the greatest dis
tress and anxiety, believing himself to be without baptism and the grace 
of baptism. In tears, he threw himself at the bishop's feet, and be
sought him for baptism. The bishop endeavored to quiet his fears; 
he assured him that he could not, at this late period, after he had so 
long partaken of the body and blood of the Lord, be baptized anew. 
It was sufficient that he had lived for so long a time in the fellowship 
o~ the church, and all he had to do was to approach the holy Bupper 
WIth unwavering faith and a good conscience. But the disquieted man 
found it impossible to overcome his scruples and regain his tranquillity. 
So destructive to peace of conscience were the effects of such tenar 
cious adherence to outward things, of not knowing how to rise with 
freedom to those things of the spirit, which the inward man appre
hends by faith! 

We proceed now to the second holy symbol which Christ instituted 
for his church, - th.e Lord'8 supper. 

The last Bupper which Christ held with his disciples on earth, must, 
from the nature of the case, have been full of meaning, as the parting 
meal of him who was about to give up his life for their salvation,. and 
for that of all mankind; and who afterwards, although no longer <vi8

h 1 In the book de rebaptismnte: Invocatio not done in the right way, as was the case 
rec nominis Jesu, quasi initium quod dam with regard to those judaizing Christians, 

I?ysterii dominici, commune nobis et crete Philip. 1: 16. Cyprian, who wanted to 
ns.omnibus, quod possit post modum resi~ depriye them of the use of this text, does 
dUIS rebus impleri. The party of Stepha~ not understand it so well, ep. 73. 
pus not badly appealed to the fact, that 2 Ep. 70. 

aul testified his joy in knowing that . 8 Euseb. I. VII. c. 9. 
Christ was preached, even though it were 
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ible among them as at this meal, yet quite as really, and with a more 
powerful divine' efficacy and a richer blessing, would manifest among 
them his spiritual presence, impart to them himself and all his heavenly 
treasures. Besides, this meal was to take the place of the paschal sup
per, which Christ could no longer celebrate on earth. The feast in 
celebration of the foundation and covenant of the Mosaic religious con
8titution, was now, in accordance with the order of development of 
the theocratic economy, to exchange its earthly for a heavenly im· 
port, and to assume a relation analogous to the new shaping of the the
ocracy. The Jewish passover was a festival of thanks for the favor 
which the Almighty Creator of nature, who had caused. its fruits to 
grow for the service of men, showed the people whom he honored with 
his especial guidance, when he delivered them from the Egyptian bond· 
age. The father of the family, who kept the passover with his house
hold and distributed wine and bread among the guests, praised God, 
who had bestowed these fruits of the earth on man, for the favor ~e 
had shown his own people. Hence, the cup of wine over which thlS 
giving of thanks was pronounced, was called the cup of praise or thanks
giving.1 On the present occasion, then, Christ pronounced the bless
ing as the master of the household; a blessing, however, which, in its 
relation to the theocracy, must receive a new application, to denote de· 
liverance from the guilt and punishment of sin; release from the dom~' 
ion of sin; the bestowment of true moral freedom through the sacn· 
fice of Christ for mankind; the preparation for entrance into a heave 
enly country; - and this was the foundation of the kingdom of God, 
which is laid in the forgiveness of sins, and deliverance from sin, for 
all humanity. Hence Christ said, when he distributed wine and bread 
among his disciples, that this bread and this wine were to be to them,-:
and consequently to all the faithful of all times, -his body and hlS 
blood; - the body which he offered for the forgiveness of their sins, 
for their salvation, for the establishment of the new theocratic relatio~; 
and as these outward symbols represented to them his body and hIS 
blood, so would he himself be hereafter spiritually present with them, 
just as truly as he was now visibly among them; and as they noW seIt
sibly partook of these corporeal means of sustenance, which represe.nted 
to them his body and his blood,80 should they receive him, the SavlOu~, 
present in divine power, wholly within them for the nourishment of theIr 
souls; they should spiritually eat his flesh and drink his blood, (John 
6,) should make his flesh and blood their own, and cause their whole 
nature to be more and more penetrated by that divine principle. of 
life which they were to receive through their· communion with h1Ill· 
Thus, to praise the effects of his sufferings for mankind, to celeb~a~e 
their intimate life-giving communion with him as members of one spmt
nal body under one Great Head, they were to keep their feast together, 
till at length, in the actual possession of that heavenly country, they 
should enjoy, in its full extent, the blessedness which had been ob
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tained for them by his sufferings, without being separated from him, 
and should, even in open vision, be united with him in his kingdom. 

After the example of the Jewish passover, and of the original insti
tution, the Lord's supper was accordingly at first united with a 80cial 
meal. Both constituted a whole, representing the communion of the 
faithful with their Lord, and their brotherly communion with one 
another; both together were called the supper of the Lord, (oei1rV01I 
Toii KVPLOV, oei1rvov KvptaKov,) the supper of love, ( ayu1r11.1) There was a 
daily celebration of this Christian communion in the first church at J e
rusalem; the phrase KA~V UPTOV, breaking of bread, in Acts 2: 46, is 
most probably to be understood of them both together. In like man
ner we find them both united in the first church at Corinth; and so it 
probably was with the innocent, simple meal of the Christians of which 
Pliny speaks, in his report to the emperor Trajan.2 On the contrary, 
in the description given by Justin ~fartyr, we find the celebration of 
the supper entirely separated from those feasts of brotherly love, if 
!ndeed they still continued to exist in those churches which he had 
m view. This separation was occasioned partly by similar irregulari
ties to those which had arisen in the Corinthian church, when the spirit 
that prevailed in these feasts became unsuited to the holy rite which 
followed, and partly by local circumstances, which prevented generally 
the institution of such social meals. In truth, these meals were espe
cially calculated to excite the jealousy of the heathens~ and gave 
birth to the strang~st and most malicious reports,~ - a circumstance 
which may have early led to their abolition or less frequent observance. 

We now speak first of these feasts of brotherly love, as they were 
afterwards, when, separated from the· supper of the Lord, they went 
~nder the particular name of agapre, (aY{L1rat.) At these, all distinc
tlOns of earthly condition and rank were to disappear in Christ. All 
were to be one in the Lord; rich and poor, high and low, masters and 
servants, were to eat together at a common table. 'Ve have the des
cription of such a feast of agape by Te~ullian.4 "Our supper," he 
says, "shows its character by its name; It bears the Greek name of 
love; and however great may be the expense of it, still it is gain to 
make expense in the name of piety, for we give joy to all the poor by 
this refreshment. The cause of the supper being a worthy one, estimate 
accordingly the propriety with which it is managed, as its religious end 
demands. It admits of no vulgarity, nothing unbeseeming. No one 
~pproaches the table, till prayer has first been offered to God; as much 
18 eaten as is necessary to satisfy the demands of hunger,as much is 
drunk as consists with sobriety; everyone remembering that the night 
also remains consecrated to the worship of God. The conversation is 
Such as might be expected of men who are fully conscious that God 
hears them. The supper being ended, and all having washed their 

1 See my History of the Planting, &c., to a. heathen. Ad uxorem 1. II. c. -4. Quis 
Vol. I. p. 30. ad convivium ilIud dominicnm, quod info.

2 See above, p. 98. mant, sine sna. suspicione dimittet ~ 
a Tertullian on the hindrances which a t Apologet. c. 39. 

Christian woman meets with when married 
VOL. I. 28 
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hands, lights are brought in; then each is invited to sing as he is able, 
either from the holy scripture or from the prompting of his own spirit, 
a song of praise to God for the common edification. It then appears 
how he has drunken. The feast is concluded with prayer." These 
agapce lost by degrees their true original significancy, which it was im· 
possible for them to retain except under the first simple relations of the 
communities. They became often a lifeless form, no longer animated 
by the original spirit of brotherly love, which removed all distinctions 
between men and united together all hearts as one. Many abuses 
crept into them, which furnished occasion for the maliciously disposed 
to present the whole solemnity in the most unfavorable light. As usu· 
ally happens in such cases, some attributed undne importance to the 
dead form, as an opus operatum; others unjustly condemned the whole 
custom, without distinguishing the right use of it from its abuse; 
neither party being any longer capable of appreciating the simple, 
childlike spirit in which this festival had originated. Wealthy indio 
viduals of the church provided agapre of this sort, and imagined they 
had done something peculiarly meritorious; and here, where all should 
be on a level, attention began to be paid to distinction of ranks, and 
the clergy, who should have set an example of humility to all, allowed 
themselves to be distinguished by outward preferences unworthy of their 
calling.! An ungentle, morose, ascetic spirit condemned these agap(J3 
altogether, and eagerly caught at every particular instance of abuse 
on these occasions, which was set out in exaggerated colors, for the pur
pose of bringing into discredit the whole custom. Such was the course 
of Tertullian after he became a Montanist.2 Clement of Alexandria 
expresses himself with greater moderation; 3 although he declares his 
opposition to those who imagined they could purchase with banquets 
the promises of God, and who seemed to degrade the heavenly name 
of love, by such a particular appropriation of it to these banquets., 
"Love," says he, " is indeed a heavenly food. In heaven this heavenly 
feast truly exists; the earthly one is indeed given by love, yet the feast 
is not love itself, but only the proof of a benevolence ready to commu
nicate. Take care, therefore, that your treasure be not misrepre
sented; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but'right
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. He who shares in this 
latter feast, attains to the most glorious of all possessions, the kingdom 
of God, while he strives to belong, even in the present world, to that 
ho}y c~mmunity of love, the church, in heaven. Love is the divine 
thmg ltself, pure and worthy of God; to communicate i8 a work of 
love." 

1 A double portion was set before eccle Stromat.l. VII. f. 759, respecting the Gnos
siastics, in accordance with a grossly per tic sects: 'H uvl':rroTtICTJ otd riir 'ljJevoc.Jvvpov
verted 8?d sensual interpretation of the aya7rTJf 7rPc.JTOICAtUla. • 
text, 1 Tlmoth: 5: 17. Tertullian when a 2 De jejuniis, C. 17: Apud te agape U1 
Montanist, de jejuniis, c. 17: Ad' elogium cacabis fervet. Major est agape, quia per
gulre ture pertinet, quod duplex apud te hanc adolescentes tui cum sororibus dor
prresidcntibus honos binis partibus deput!\. miunt. So passionate an accuser appears
tur. Compo Apostol. Constitut. l.lI. C. 28 of course not worthy of credit. 
where th~t which. Tertullian very properly 8 P~dagod.l. II. f. 142. 
censures, IS prescnbed as a law. Clement, 
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So long as the agapce and the Lord's supper were united together, 
the celebration of the latter formed no part of the divine service. This 
service was held early in the morning, and not till towards evening did 
the church re-assemble at the common love-feast and for the celebration 
of the supper. At this celebration, as may be easily concluded, no 
one could be present who was not a member of the Christian church, 
and incorporated into it by the rite of baptism. But there wa~ no 
reason for excluding unbelieving or unbaptized persons from participat
ing in the worship held in the morning.! It is clear from 1 Cor. 14: 
23 - 25, that in the age of the apostles, no stranger was withheld from 
visiting those assemblies; that, on the contrary, such visits were re
garded with pleasure, because the salutary impressions which were 
thus made on them, might tend to their conversion. The Apostle Paul 
desired, that divine service should be so arranged as to' exert an IDflu
ence in this manner on such persons. We see no reason to justify a 
deviation from this practice. There needed to be no fear of spies. The 
extravagant reports spread abroad concerning the Christians, could be 
best refuted by ocular demonstration. Publicity was the best witness 
of the innocence of the Christians. To this, moreover, Tertullian ap
peals, that each one could have convinced himself of the untruth of 
those stories, as the churches were so often surprised in their meetings, 
and it must thus have been observed what was transacted in them.2 

If then the pagans themselves were challenged to testify what they had 
seen done in the Christian assemblies when thus surprised, there cer
ta~nly was no reason for repelling all visits of strangers for fear of 
SpIes. 

But now, when the celebration of the supper was disjoined from the 
agapre and united with the other parts of divine service, it might hap
pen on this very account, that men would believe it necessary to con
.fine the participation of unbelievers to those other parts; that at this 
celebration and the preparation which went before, they should be 
dismissed, because these celebrations, from their very nature, were de
signed only for the members of the church, and originally all who were 
present partook in the communion of the holy supper. Marcion, the 
defender of apostolical simplicity in church life, the warm opponent 
of all Jewish hierarchical peculiarities, combatted the new separation 
made betwee~ catechumens and the baptized entitled to communion, 
and this dismissal of them at certain church prayers united with the 

.1 Dr. Rothe, in the acute and ingenious 
dissertation which has already heen referred 
!<>' de disciplina arcani, maintains the opin
Ion, that the admission of unbelievers and 
catechumens to the first portion of the ser
vice was a. later arrangement j and that it 
was the change which took place in the 
catcchumenal instruction, (see above, p. 
305,) and the introduction of a class· of 
catechumens into the church a8semblies, in 
which hitherto none but those that had been 
baptized, took a part, which first led to the 
COmparing of the Christian worship with 

guishing of a missa catechumenorum, and 
a missa fidelium. But I cannot be per
suaded that the suppositions on which this 
opinion rests are sufficiently well grounded, 
although I confess, there is a want of pre
cise data for a certain determination of the 
disputed questions. The reasons for my 
opposite views, and against Rothe, lie in my 
development of the matter itself. 

2 Apologet. c. 7: Quotidie obsidemu~, 
quotidie prodimur, in ipsis plurimum creti
bus et congregationibus nostris opprimi
mur. 

the Grecian mysteries, and to the distin
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supper, as an innovation alien from the original spirit of the apostolic, 
or as he said, Pauline church.! He would have the catechumens take 
part in all the prayers of the church.2 He would see nothing offensive 
even were they present also at the celebration of the holy supper, with
out participating in it. Tertullian, on the other hand, objected to the 
heretics, - by whom he seems particularly to have had in his mind 
the Marcionite party, - that in their assemblies, it was impossible to 
distinguish who were catechumens, and who were believers, (baptized;) 
that all entered in alike or at once, and took part in the saIlle prayers; 
that moreover, when pagans came in, the holy, such as it was, was 
thrown to dogs and the pearls before swine - viz. the celebration of the 
supper was exposed before the eyes of the profane; although, in truth, 
no Lord's supper - Tertullian proceeding on the assumption that, 
among heretics, there could be neither a true baptism, nor a true Lord's 
supper.3 From this passage it is perfectly clear, not that the pagans 
assisted in the divine service, but that they could be present at the 
whole without distinction. This was what offended Tertullian. He 
demanded that pagans, catechumens and baptized persons should, in 
the divine service, take their several places; that certain holy rites 
should be performed only in the presence of the last, but remain con
cealed from the gaze of the profane. It was the new arrangement 
combatted by the Marcionites, by virtue of which the divine service 
was divided into two portions, the acts in which catechumens and unbe
lievers might take part, and those in which only the baptized could take 
part. Here the comparison with the mysteries. of the Greeks, of which 
we have already spoken above, found place; although we cannot assert 
that this division proceeded originally out of a comparison with the 
Greek mysteries. For those only who had been consecrated by baptism, 
could the veil be removed from the hidden sanctuary.4 Thus it came 
about, that while Justin Martyr did not scrupJe to sketch out a descrip- . 
tion of the administration of baptism and of the celebration of the sup

1 In reference to the position held by such, 
Tertullian, prrescript. hreret. c. 41: Simpli
citatem volunt esse prostrationem disci
plinre, cujus penes nos curam lenocinium, 
(a corruption of the primitive nnity,) vo
cant. 

-2 See Jerome on the epist. Galat. 6, 6 : 
Marcion hunc locum ita interpretatus est, 
ut pnt.aret fideles et catechumenos simul 
-orare debere, et magistrum communicare in 
'oratioue discipulis. 

3 Tertullian, prrescript. hreret. c. 41: In
primis, quis catechllmenus, quis fidelis, 
in~ertum e~t.; pariter adeunt, pariter orant, 
euam ethmci SI supervencrint. A different 
sense prec;ents .itself, accordin~ as we take 
these words With what precedes or with 
what follows them. In the first case the 
whole would be a continuation of the ~ame 
thought, and by the sanctum we should 
have to understand the church prayers. In 
the second case, the sense expressed by me 

in the translation would answer to the origi
nal. 

4 I cannot concnr with Rothe in respect 
to all the passages in which he is disposed 
to find an alluc;ion to the Greek mystcries, 
or an affectation of secrecy in imitation of 
them. In particular, in the language of 
Athenagoras, Legat. pro Christianis, f.37, 
ed. Colon., I can find no trace whatever of 
concealment and mystery as to certain sa
cred rites. Athenagoras speaks of the fact, 
that the Christians, who distinguished them
selves for their zeal in behalf of strict mO
rality: must expect to be accused by the 
pagans, who were slaves to every lust, of 
the same unnatural debauchery whic~ th~Y 
found existing among themselves, and 11l 
this connection he says: "'0 ri av ei:;rotf" 
ru u:TrOPPTlTa ; " " What shall I say of that 
concerning which one would prefer to be 
silent 1" Indigna. dictu. Not a. word here 
respecting the mysteries of the Greeks, nor 
respecting tho sacraments of the Christians. 
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per for the use of pagans, it was thought, on· the other hand, after this 
transferring of the conception of the mysteries to the . holy supper, 
that one ought not to Bpeak of these holy things before the uninitiated. 
And this revolution coincides with the time when that great revolution 
?f the Christian views took place respecting the priesthood. To the 
Inner connection which here presents itself, it is unnecessary to direct 
the attention of our readers. 

Already in the third century, it became customary, before the prayer 
of the church which prepared the way for the celebration of the sup
per, for the clergyman who presided at this celebration, to admonish 
the church to silent devotion, calling upon them to lift up their 8oul8 to 
heaven, and the church thereupon responded - Yea, to the Lord we 
have lifted them up.l 

It has already been remarked, that the prayer of praise and thanks 
had passed over to the Christian celebration of· the supper from the 
Jewish passover. This prayer of praise and thanks was, moreover, 
always considered as constituting an essential part of the solemnity: 
hence the Lord's supper obtained its name of the eucharist (evxapuTrla.2) 
The presiding officer of the church, taking up the bread and wine from 
the table that stood before him, gave thanks to God, in the name of the 
Whole church, that he had created the things oj nature, which were 
here represented by the most essential means of sustenance, for the use 
of man; and that he, the Lord of nature, had also, for the sake of 
man, given his Son to appear and suffer in human nature. Both the 
~hanksgiving for the gifts of nature and the thanksgiving for the bless· 
mgs of grace were in fact intimately connected; since it is not until 
man, redeemed, returns back to his filial relation with the Heavenly Fa· 
ther, that he truly perceives how all had been bestowed on him by the 
love of his Heavenly Father; then every earthly gift acquires for him 
a new and higher significancy, as the pledge of an eternal love, im
parting blessinO"s to men of far higher worth than these. All nature, 
",:hich before had been desecrated by him, in his servitude to sin, in 
his condition of estrangement from God, was now sanctified and re

1 Cyprian, de oratione dominica: Sneer
dos ante orationem prrefatione prremissa 
parnt fratrum mentes dicendo : sursum corda, 
lIt dum respondet plebs: habemtls ad Domi
~um, admoneatur, nihilnliud se quam Dom
inum cogitare debere. And Commodian, 
c. 7?, i~ rebuking the female practice of 

talkmg III the church, says: 

Sa.cerdos Domini cum sunoum corda. prrecepit j 

In prece fienda. ut fiant silentia vestra, 

Lbnpide l'e.9londes nec temperas quoque promissis. 

'-!-'hus we find already the first traces of the 
!lturgy, whieh we become acquainted with 
In thc fourth ('cntury. 

2 The term "EvXapluTla" is used meto
nymi('ally, resembling in all respects the 
phrase, "r.OT11PWV EVAoytar, 0 eM,oyov/LEV," 
In St. Paul = "0 Evxap'CTT1J~elr apTOr Kat 
ol~or," in Justin Martyr, - the hread Rnd 
Wlnc Oycr which the prayer of thanksgiving 
las been pronounced. The latter- says ex

28

pressly, that immediately after the presiding 
officer of the church has pronounced this 
prayer of thanksgiving over the bread and 
wine, and the church joined in it with their 
Amen, the sacramental elements were dis· 
tributcd. He mentions no other consecra· 
tion. He says: 'H Q£' EVX17r AOYOV TOV 1rap' 
aVTov (TOV XpU1TOV) EvXapU1T1/-8-e'irra TpO
p~. This cannot be a. prayer whkh came 
verbally from Christ, for they had no such 
prayer; but it is rather the prayer of thanks 
generally, instituted by him, whi<'I~, after 
his example, was to be offered at thiS cele
bmtion. It may be that the words of the 
institution were introtluc£'d into this prayer. 
In the bnguaO'c used hy J!'irmilian, Cyprian, 
ep. 75: "invo~ationc non contcmtibili sane· 
tificare panem et eucharistiam "faccre," lies 
prohahly the idea. of a consecration, where
hv the ordinary bread became the sacrament 
of the supper: 
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stored back to him as a redeemed creature; and in the Lord's supper, 
the earthly, the natural was to become transfigured into a symbol or 
vehicle of the heavenly, the divine. With the bodily food, thus sancti· 
fied by the prayer of thanksgiving, was now to be connected, by the 
power of the same God who had caused this earthly means of suste· 
nance to grow for the use of men, a higher, heavenly food for the life 
of the inward man. (We shall say nothing at present of the different 
notions concerning the relations of the signs to the thing represented.) 

This connection of ideas was quite familiar to the early Christians; 
they often made use of it in their polemics against the contempt for nar 
ture affected by the Gnostics. Attached to this, moreover, was the 
allusion to a peculiar cU8tom of the church at this period; the members 
of the community themselves offered the wine and the bread as a free 
gift, and from these were taken the elements for the celebration of the 
Lord's supper.1 These gifts were regarded as the spiritual thank-offer
ing of the Christians. The presiding officer of the church, in taking 
from these gifts tke elements of the supper and. consecrating them to 
God with praise and thanksgiving, represented the whole community 
as one priestly race, as one in the Lord, and as ready to consecrate 
again to the service of God all that they had received from Him. This 
thank-offering of the Christians, considered as a spiritual offering of the 
heart, as a free expression of childlike love and gratitude, was opposed 
to the sacrificial worship of the pagans and Jews. In part, these gifts 
of the Christians; in part, the prayer of thanks of the presiding church 
officer, with which they were consecrated to God; in part, finally, the 
entire celebration of the Lord's supper, was called, at first only in this 
sense, an offering or sacrifice, 1rpouq,opu, iJvuia.2 In allusion to this, Justin 
Martyr says:3 " The prayers and thanksgivings offered by worthy men 
are the only true sacrifices, well-pleasing to God; these alone have the 
Christians learned to offer, and particularly in remembrance of their 
bodily nourishment, which consists of the dry and the moist, by which 
they are reminded also of the sufferings which Christ endured on their 
account." He regards this as a proof of the high-priestly lineage of 
the Christians; since God receives offerings from none but his priests. 
In this sense Irenreus, contrasting those spiritual offerings with every 
species of ceremonial connected with a sacrificial worship, observes: "It 
is not the o.ffering that sanctifies the man, but it is the conscience of 
the offerer that sanctifies this offering, if it be pure, and induces God 
to receive it as from a friend.4 Accordingly, the idea of a sacrifice in 
the supper of the Lord was at first barely symbolical; and originally 
this idea did not even have reference to the sacrifice of Christ. The 

1 This usage, which is already· plainly 2 Hence the expression which occurs so 
presupposed by the allusions of Justin Mar frequcntlv in Cyprian: oblation em nlicujns 
tyr. of Ircnrel~s, is mentioned in express acciperc,offerre. To receive such gifls from 
1crms hy CyprIan, de opere et elecmosynis, nny one for the church, to take from them 
'where he rebukes the rich woman who the elements of the supper, and consccrote 
-came to the communion without brlno'inO' thcm, was evidence that he was considered 

with her a gift of charity for the necessitie~ to be a regular member of the church. 

lof the church. Locuples et dives es et S Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 345. 

,dominicnm sine sacrificio venis. qUal parlem 
 • Iren. 1. IV. c. 18. 
-de sacrijicio, quod pauper obtulit, sumis 1 
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only thing originally had in view was the spiritual thank-offering of the 
Christians, of which the presentation of the bread and wine, the first 
fruits of nature's gifts, served as a symbol; while no doubt the conscious
ness of the new relation to God, in which the redeemed were placed by 
the sufferings of Christ, lay at the basis of the whole transaction." 1 Af
terwards, the reference to the death of Christ was made more promi
nent, yet so that it continued still to be no more than the idea of a 
commemorative or symbolical representation of this sacrifice. But as 
one error begets another, it was quite natural that the false notion of 
a particular priesthood in the Christian church, corresponding to that 
in the Old Testament, should give birth to the erroneous notion of a 
sacrificial worship which should stand in the same relation of correspond
ence to that of the Old Testament; and so it came about that the 
whole idea of sacrifice in the Lord's supper, which in the first instance 
was simply symbolical, took a direction altogether wide of its true im
port, and bearing towards the magical; the earliest indications of which 
we find in Cyprian. 

The ordinary bread presented by the church was used for the Lord's 
Supper. Justin Martyr calls it expressly common bread, (KOLVor Up1'Or ;) 
those who went on the supposition that Christ kept the passover a day 
earlier than it was usually observed, had no occasion to take other than 
common bread for the celebration of the ordinance; but even those who 
entertained the ,contrary opinion did not consider the use of unleavened 
b~ead as an essential thing in the institution of the supper. 'Ve meet 
'!lth but one exception, in a class of Judaizing Christians,2- an excep
tion, however, which in this case explains itself. These Cbristians 
celebrated the ~ord's supper, in remembrance of that last supper of 
Christ, but once in the year, at the feast of the passover; hence they 
were bound, as Christians who still continued to observe the Jewish cer
emonial law, to use unleavened bread.3 As among the ancients, and 
particularly in the East, it was not customary to drink at their meals 
pure wine unmingled with water, it was taken for granted that Christ 
also, at the institution of the supper, made use of mingled wine. The 
taste for higher mystical interpretations could not be satisfied, however, 
with this simple, but, as it seemed, too trivial explanation of the prevail

1 A single passage in Irenreus, 1. IV. c. 
18, ~ 4, seems to speak a different language: 
"verbum quod offertur Deo;" therefore the 
Logos himself, Christ, is offered up in the 
sacrament of the supper. But even if there 
were no other readinrr, yet this could not be 
the right one; for s;ch l\ form of expres
sion would not only stand in manifest con
tradiction to the \vhole chain and connec
tion of ideas elsewhere so luminously eX}lib
ited in Irenreus, but also be unsuited to 
What immediately precedes. He had in 
fact just before said, "offertur Dco ex creR
tura ejus," (thus the offering is refelTed to 
the bread and wine.) and in the preceding 
chapter, ~ 6, it is said: "per Chris tum offert 

ecc1esia." Beyond question, therefore, the 
reading of other manuscripts at this place
"per quod offertur," must be recognized as 
the COITeet one. It is precisely the refer
ence to Christ, the high priest, which gives 
as well to this spiritual thank-offering, as to 
the entire Christian life, the right consecra
tion. This is the meaning of Irenreus. 

2 Epiphanius says respecting the Ebionites 
of his time, that they annually celebrated 
the communion with unlctlvcncll brcad and 
with water; (the latter, because their ascetic 
principles allowed not the use of 'Wine.) 

3 See what is to be said hereafter of the 
Ebionitcs. 
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ing custom. The mingling of water with the wine was said to denote 
the union of the church with Christ.l 

As we have already remarked, the celebration of the Lord's supper 
was still held to constitute an essential part of divine worship on every 
Sunday, as appears from Justin Martyr; and the whole church partook 
of the communion, after they had joined in the Amen of the preceding 
prayer. The deacons carried the bread and wine to everyone present, 
in order. It was held to be necessary, that all the Christians in the 
place should, by participating in this communion, maintain their union 
with the Lord and with his church; hence the deacons carried a por
tion of the consecrated bread and wine to strangers, to the sick, to 
prisoners, and all who were prevented from being present at the as
sembly.2 

In some of the churches, however, as for example in the church of 
North Africa, the daily enjoyment of the communion continued to be 
held necessary; since it was considered the daily bond of union be
twixt the Lord and the church, the daily means of strength, life and 
salvation to Christians. Hence Tertullian and Cyprian give a spiritual 
explication of the petition for our daily bread, as a petition for an unin
terrnpted, sanctifying union with the body of Christ through the Lord's 
supper. But when the daily service and celebration of the Lord's sup
per ceased, the only means left was, to take home a portion of the con
secrated bread, which, in this case of necessity, was to be substituted 
for the whole communion - the first trace of the practice, introduced 
through error and abuse, of receiving the Lord's supper under one 
kind. Thus every Christian, with his family, after the morning devotions, 
and before engaging in his daily bnsiness, partook of the communion at 
home, that the life of the whole ensuing day might be sanctified by 
fellowship with the Lord. We recognize here the ideas at bottom, ly
ing . in the depth of the Christian consciousness; but also the same 
spirit of externality, disturbing the Christian consciousness, which we 
have met with in so many different forms, and which was ever prone to 
ascribe a magic power of making holy to the sensible elements.3 

But other countries, perhaps, even as early as this, acted upon the 

1 Qllando in calice vino aqlla miscetur, 
Christo poplllus adunatur. Cyprian, ep. 63. 

2 In the description of the "rite bv Justin 
and by Irenreus cited in Eusebius; 1. V. c. 
24: IT t f' Tr e L v evxapU1TLav roZ{' ciTrO rwv 
1rapoLlawv Trapov(J'lv, whcre the author is 
speaking of the Roman bishops. Thus 
arose first the custom of commllnicating 
with elem~nts previously consecrated, (the 
1rPo1JywrIfL:::va, as they were afterwards call
ed.) The idea at bottom was, that a com
munion could properly have its riO'ht siO'
nificance only in the midst of a ~hurch j 
the commllnion of persons absent of indi
viduals, was to be considered the;efore as 
only a continuation of that communion of 
the whole body of the church. Bllt when 
in Cyprian mention is made of presbyteris 
npud confessorcs offerclItibus, the meaning 

probably is: that the elements were first con
secrated by the presbyters on the spot. 

S To this custom the following passages 
refer. Tertullian, speaking of the snspicion 
of the pagan husband towards his Christi:m 
wife, Ad uxorem, 1. II. c. 5: Non scid 
maritus, quid secreto ante omnem cibum 
gustes? Et si sciverit panem, non ilIum 
credit esse, qui dicitur.-De orat. c. 19, 
(in the piece discO\·crcd by Muratori,) Ac
cepto corpore Domini et reservato, (respcct
ing a Christian mistrcss of a family,) arca 
Slln., in qlla Domini sanctum fuit. Cyprian, 
de lapsis, p. 189, ed. Baluz. - In the work 
ascribed to 9yprinn, de spectaclllis, rcspcct
ing one who rllns from the church t.o t~e 
theatre: Festinans ad spectacuillm, dlsmls
SllS e dominico et adhue gerens secum, ut 
assolet, eucharistiam. 
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principle that men ought never to partake of the holy thing except 
after a very especial preparation of the heart, and therefore only at 
stated seasons chosen according to each one's necessities. The learned 
Hippolytus, who lived in the first half of the third century, wrote thus 
early a discussion on the question, " whether the communion should be 
received daily or only at stated seasons." 1 

. As the church of North Africa was the first to bring prominently 
mto notice the necessity of infant baptism, so in connection with this 
they introduced also the communion of infants,. for as they neglected 
to distinguish with sufficient clearness between the sign and the divine 
thing which it signified, and as they understood all that is said in the 
sixth chapter of John's gospel concerning the eating of the flesh and 
drinking the blood of Christ to refer to the outward participation of the 
Lord's supper, they concluded that this, from the yery first, was abso
lutely necessary to the attainment of salvation.2 

The celebration of the Lord's supper became the seal of all religious 
consecration; it was thus used at the conclusion of a marriage,S thus at 
the solemnities in commemoration of the dead. Of the latter, we will 
here take occasion to speak somewhat more at large. 

As Christianity in its general influence did not tend to suppress but 
only to ennoble the natural feelings of man; as it opposed itself gener
ally, as well to the perverted education which would crush these natu
ral feelings, as to the unrestrained expression of them in the rude state 
of nature; the same was its influence also in relation to mourning for 
the dead. From the first, Christianity condemned the wild, and at the 
same time hypocritical expressions of grief with which the funeral pro
cession was accompanied, those wailings of women who had been hired 
f?r the occasion, (mulieres prreficre;) yet it required no stoic resigna
tIOn and apathy, but mitigated and refined the anguish of sorrow by 
the spirit of faith and hope, and of childlike resignation to that eternal 
love, which takes, in order to restore what it has taken under a more 
glorious form; which separates for the moment, in order to re-unite the 
separated in a glorified state through eternity. 'Vhen multitudes at 
Carthage were swept away by a desolating pestilence, Cyprian said to 
his church: - " We ought not to mourn for those who are delivered 
from the world by the call of the Lord, since we know they are not 
lost, but sent before us; that they have taken their leave of us in order 
to precede us. We may long after them as we do for those who have 
sailed on a distant voyage, but not lament them. We may not hero 
below put on dark robes of mourning, when they above have already put 
on the white robes of glory; we may not give the heathens any just 
occasion to accuse us·of weeping for those as lost and extinct, of whom 
We say that they live 'with God, and of failing to prove by the witness 
of Our hearts the faith we confess with our lips. 'Ye, who live in hope, 

1 See Hieronym. ep. 71, ad Lucin. contrary to the institution, led to a separa
2 And so it came a.bout, that to children tion of 'the elements of the supper. 

'Who were not vet able to eat bread, they 8 Oblatio pro matrimonio. As to what 
gave wine. Cfr. Cvprian, de lapsis. Onc"e is to be understood by this, see above. 
more an example, how a. superstitious abuse, 
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who believe in God, and trust that Christ has suffered for us and risen 
again; we, who abide in Christ, who through him and in him rise 
again, - why do we not ourselves wish to depart out of this world; or 
why do we lament for the friends who have been separated from us, as 
if they were lost, when Christ, our Lord and God, exhorts us, saying, 
, I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die?' Why are we not in haste to see our country and 
home, to greet our elders? There await us a multitude of those whom 
we love, fathers, brothers and children, who are secure already of their 
own salvation and concerned only for ours. What mutual joy to them 
and to us, when we come into their presence and into their embrace !"1 
Out of this direction of the feelings arose the Christian custom which 
required that the memory of departed friends should be celebrated 
by their relations, husbands, or wives, on the anniversary of their death, 
in a manner suited to the spirit of the Christian faith and of the Chris
tian hope. It was usual on this day to partake of the communion 
under a sense of the inseparable fellowship with those who had died in 
the Lord; a gift was laid on the altar in their name, as if they were 
still living members of the church; and in return for this, the petition 
for peace to the souls of the departed was introduced into the prayer 
of the church which preceded the communion.2 

But when the ideas of the priesthood and sacrifice took another 
shape, this circumstance also would necessarily react on those Christian 
relations connected with the holy rite. We meet with the first indicar 
tions of this false tendency as early as the times of Cyprian. 

'Vhile individual Christians and Christian families celebrated in this 
manner the memory of those departed ones who were especially near 
to them by the ties of kindred, 'whole communities celebrated the mem
ory of those who, without belonging to their own particular community, 
had died as witnesses for the Lord.3 The anniversary of the death of 
such individuals was looked upon as their birth-day to a nobler exist
ence. Great care was bestowed in providing for their funeral obse
quies, and the repose of their bodies, as the sanctified organs of holy 
souls, which were one day to be awakened from the dead and restored 
to their use under a more glorious form. On every returning anniver· 
sary of their birth-day, (in the sense which has been explained,) the 
people gathered round their graves, where the story was rehearsed of 
their confession and sufferings, and the communion was celebrated in 
the consciousness of a continued fellowship with them, now that they 
were united with him for whom, by their sufferings, they had witnessed 
a good confession.4 The simple Christian character of these celebra

1 Cyprian, de mortalitate. 3 The dies nstales, natalitia martyrum, 
2 Oblationes pro defunctis annna die fa yevt8A.La Ti:JV papTVPlJv. • 

demns. Tcrtullian, de corona milit. c. 3 • The oblationes, sacrificia pro martyn
as an ancient tradition. The same write: bus, presupposed originally that the martyrs 
says to a widower, in reference to his de were like other sinful men, who might w~1l 
ceased wife: Pro cujus spiritu postulas pro stand in need of the intercessions of ChriS
qua oblationes annuas rcddis. Com~en tians. This usage was, in its on:qinal sef!St,
dabis per sacerdotem etc. De cxhortatione in collision with the extravagant veneration 
castitat. c. 11. of the martyrs j and this circnmstance ac· 

http:fa�yevt8A.La
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tions is evinced by the manner in which the church at Smyrna, in their 
report of the martyrdom of Polycarp, their bishop, answered the re
proach of the heathens, who refused to give up the remains of the 
martyr, lest the Christians should abandon the crucified, and begin to 
worship him.1 "They are not aware," writes the church," that we 
can neither forsake that Christ who has suffered for the salvation of the 
whole world of the redeemed, nor worship another. Him' we adore, as 
the Son of God; but the martyrs we love, as they deserved for their 
unconquerable love to their King and Master, and-because we also wish 
to become their companions and fellow disciples." 2 The church then 
proceeds to say, -" We gathered up his bones, which are more 
precious than gold or jewels, and deposited them in a suitable place; 
and God will grant us to assemble there in joy and festivity, and cele
brate the birth-day of his martyrdom, in remembrance of the departed 
champion, and for the purpose of exercising and arming those whom 
the conflict is still awaiting." 3 Yet it cannot be denied that as early 
as the time of Cyprian, or even earlier, (for Tertullian, when a l\ionta
nist, combatted this error,) the germ began to show itself of an exce~ 
sive veneration for the martyrs. So uniformly is man inclined to place 
an undue value on the human agent, to deify tile instrument, which 
should simply point to Him who employs it; and the false element once 
existing in the germ, it sO'on unfolds and spreads, unless repressed by a 
mightier reaction of the sense of truth. 

C?rdingly must have afterwards led to a TUr TOV ICVptOV Ka2 fllp1}TUr uyarr&p£v, ciEi(.)v 
dIfferent interpretation of the ancient cus lV£Ka evvoiar UV vrr£pf3").:qTov riJr elr TOV 
tom. 'OlOV {3acu"Ua Kat OuUlO'ICaAov. 

1 Euseb.1. IV. c. 15. See above, p. 109. 8 Eir T£ T&V -rrp01}flA.1}"on.Jv flviJPTJV, ICa2 
2 ToiiTOV flev yap, vlov OVTa TOU ihov, TWv fl£A.J...OVT(.)V uO'I\1}atV T£ l\a2 tTotpaaiav. 

tr~lCvvovflE1l' TOVr de papropar, c,jr fla{}T/
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SECTION FOURTH. 

mSTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, APPREHENDED AND DEVELOPED AS A 
SYSTEM OF DOCTRINES. 

The same law according to which, as we have seen in the preceding 
sections, Christianity proceeded to unfold and shape itself in the out
ward life from .within, will again offer itself to our notice in the present 
section, where it is our purpose to trace the progressive development 
of Ohristian doctrine. It is the law expressed in the words we have 
prefixed as the motto to this volume - words employed by our Lord 
himself to describe the manner in which his kingdom should be devel· 
oped here on the earth. As the fragment of leaven cast into the large 
mass of meal brings on a process of fermentation, and by its own inhe· 
rent virtue, working through the mass, assimilates the' whole to itself; 
so Christianity - the heavenly leaven -by the power of a divine life, 
created a ferment in human nature, which, from the hidden depths, the 
inmost recesses of that nature, extended its influence as well to the 
faculties df thought as to the outward life, striving to assimilate, to 
transform and fashion the whole to its own likeness; - an effect which 
could only be brought about by a gradual process of development, and 
which presupposed manifold conflicts with the alien forces it was neces
sary to overcome. To exhibit the workings of Christianity, now that 
they have been contemplated in the phenomena of life, as they are 
seen in the development of thought and of lcrwwledge, is the problem 
before us. . 

As it is one essential characteristic of Christianity, that it did not 
deliver a new law in a distinct set of formal precepts, nor found a new 
society, organized from without in certain fixed and invariable external 
forms; so it is another, that it did not communicate a rigid system 
of doctrines, settled and determined once for all in certain ready ma~e 
conceptions. In both these respects, the word of the quickening Spint 
was to find its way outward from within - just as in the external shap
ing of the life, so also in the coining of its doctrines into distinct con
ceptions for the understanding. The divine revelation was so delivered 
and so calculated, that its substantial contents might be elaborated and 
evolved, through the divinely enlightened reason of man, actuated by 
the new divine life, in the same proportion as he became more fully 
penetrated by it, and with the free activity befitting its own proper ~g. 
sence. It was not something engrafted on the different individuali~es 
of human ~haracter and still remaining foreign to them; but the diV1l!'e 
matter, sUlted to all the individualities of human character, and ill 
which these individualities were to find not their destruction, but their 
completion, was designed for the very end of being appropriated by 
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each in its own way, and of b~ing "developed by each in the form 
most nearly corresponding to its own stamp. As Christ, the second 
man, the prototype of the new regenerated humanity, is exalted 
above all antagonisms of human individuality, comprising in himself 
the original elements of them all harmoniously combined; so what 
in him is one, must in the ennobled human nature proceeding from 
him, become individualized. The various peculiarities of character, 
destined, when animated by his life, to present different phases of 
himself, were to cooperate, each supplying what the others might lack, 
to give a perfect exhibition of the fullness of Christ in the course of 
history.! And this law was verified at the very outset, in the case of 
those who formed the necessary connecting links between himself and 
the next succeeding evolution of the church; - those organs and vehi· 
cles of his Spirit to all subsequellt ages. Hence the mode of appre· 
hending and presenting that divine truth, which is one in essence, must, 
at this point, be immediately separated into four grand particular direc· 
tions, constituting all together the fullness of Christ; as will be evident 
by comparing the different characters of James and Peter, Paul and 
John. The spirit of Christ exercised too mighty an influence over 
these individualities of character, .attracted and animated as they were 
by one and the same power, to leave it possible for them to unfold 
themselves in such opposite ways as to exclude one another. Hence 
whatever was diverse in them still remained subordinate to a higher 
unity, in which they were one. And so on in the future; - it rested 
on the natural diversities of human character to decide, by which of 
these grand tendencies in the original presentation of Christianity each 
man should be chiefly attracted; and on which side, in w.hat form of it, 
each could appropriate it to himself . 

. But when, in the after course of development, the power of Christ's 
SpIrit, which thus subordinated the human element to itself, no longer 
predominated, but the human individuality asserted its own importance, 
then partial systems arose, running counter to each other, which, in one 
way and another, did great injury to the cause of divine truth; and it 
only remained that the progressive movement and purification of the 
church should cause that unity to be once more clearly apprehended 
and restored out of these conflicting elements. 
. In the sections which have gone before, we saw Christianity pressing 
Into the conflict with the religious principles of the earlier world -with 
those of paganism and Judaism; and the s.trife was not barely one of 
open war, but those principles entered into the mode of apprehending 
Christianity itself, threatening its corruption by lowering it down to 

1 I cannot deny myself the pleasure of ences shall no longer shock and repel us, 
referring here to those beautiful words of we shall uot only lind in them all, taken to
Schleiermacher, which exprcss so profound gether, the fullness of Christ, as well as the 
an understandinO' as well of the historical fullness of the undivided Spirit of God, but 
development of Christianity I\S of the es, we shall also see therein the Father who 
sential character of Christ. "If we con... has revealed himself in his Son, and take 
template Christendom in its full and com- in at a O'lance all these different broken 
plete sense, if we can but for a moment so rays of divine light as they procced from 
fill the mind's eye with light and so kindle one central point." Schleiermacher's Pre
the fire of love in the heart, that the differ- digten, neue Ausgabe, B. Ill. p. 590. 

VOL. I. 29 
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their own standard and becoming themselves blended with it. The 
same thing we shall have to observe in the process of the development 
of doctrines. Just as in the progressive evolution of Christian life, we 
saw Jewish and pagan elements entering in with a corrupting influence, 
while yet the Christian principle preserved itself pure in the conflict 
with both; so we must observe the same thing again in the history of 
doctrines, and perceive the intimate connection between the develop
ment of the Christian principle in doctrine and in life, in dogmatics 
and in ethics, both having sprung from a common root. Now wherever 
the religious tendencies of the old wox:ld, which at first presented them
selves in outward hostility to Christianity, became so mixed in with its 
inner development as to lame the foundation of the Christian faith itself, 
by appropriating to themselves only a part of the whole, those appear
ances arose which were designated by the name of heresies; 1 though 
in later times this name was often applied in a very different manner, 
being employed by some one dominant sect, - that refused to recog
nize the manifold phases necessarily presenting themselves in the healthy 
development of Christian truth, and would substitute in place of the 
unity, exhibiting itself in these manifold forms, a uniformity that sup
pressed the healthy process of development, - to brand as a morbid 
appearance every deviation from a mode of apprehending Christianity 
which claimed to be the only valid one. 

The multiform and grand phenomena of the heresies which arose in 
this period, where we may observe Jewish and Oriental-Greek elements 
of culture in various combination, exhibit to us, on one side, the chaotic 
heavings of a dismembered world, on the point of either plunging into 
dissolution or rising in some new creation called forth out of the chaos; 
while on another, they bear witness to the mighty attractive power 
which the appearance of Christ exerted on the elements of this chaos, 
the powerful impression which it produced, both attractive and repul
sive. Suppose the case that nothing had come down to us save the 
knowledge of these phenomena; that we knew nothing about the causes 
by which they wero produced; yet any mind, of more than ordinary 
reflection, would feel constrained to recognize, in these mighty after
workings, some still greater phenomenon that had preceded them; 
and doubtless it would be possible, from studying the one, to arrive at 
some probable conclusion with regard to the character of the other. 

1 The word aipe(1t~, in its original si!!1lifi
~tion, grounded on its etymology, h~s, as 
!s well k.n0wn, no bad meaning attached to 
It; bnt lD the philosophical usus loquendi, 
denotes the choice of certain principles for 
t~e whole ~e~lation of life, - some par
tIcular c~nvlctlOn det~rmining the character 
of the hfe. Hence It was used to desiO'
nate the different schools of philosophy 
wh~ch ~l're divi~ed each from the other by
theIr difference m respect to such convic
tions. Thus Sextus Empiricus gives as 
the most general definition of the word: 
'-6yft! Ttv~ KaTa TO tpatv6flevov aKOA.~ovaa 
ay(J~. But where the question turns not 

on the different opinions of men with re
gard to important snbjects, but on truth 
communicated by divine revelation, where
by the foundation is to be laid of a fellow
ship and unity of religious conviction, of 
an all-embracing church, the word aipt(1I~, 
as opposed to this postulate, as denoting the 
preponderance of the subjective side, whe~
by that higher fellowship and unity are VI!?" 
lated, takes in the associated idea of arbI
trary human opinion, through which dh-ine 
truth becomes corrupted; and with such an 
associated bad meaning the term seems to 
be employed even in the usus loquendi of 
the New Testament. 
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Since we must perceive in these heresies the reaction of different 
fundamental principles, prevailing in the ancient world, which had 
found their way into Christianity itself and strove to maintain themselves 
along with it; it is evident that they must have subserved this import
ant end; namely, that the Christian mind, while engaged in repelling 
such a reaction, must, in this opposition, still more clearly develope 
and express itself, than it could have done if these fundamental princi
ples had merely been brought to assail Christianity from without. These 
conflicts could not fail to result in a conscious knowledge, more clearly 
developed and more sharply defined, of· the distinguishing essence 
of Christianity generally, and of the substantial contents of its several 
doctrines. 

In contemplating the oppositions most distinctly marked in the here
sies of this period and the process of development whereby the Chris
tian consciousness, which was thus more clearly unfolded, came forth 
triumphant from these conflicts, we see those words of the Christian 
philosopher, which we selected as a motto for the first volume of this 
history, remarkably verified, that all oppositions find themselves resolved 
and reconciled in Christ. 

Since, then, the process of the development of Christian doctrine 
can be rightly understood only by taking into view its conflict with the 
heresies, we must first turn our attention to the consideration of these 
phenomena. 

Heretical Tendencie8. 

What the two most important tendencies of the heretical spirit were, 
will appear as soon as we consider the relation of Christianity to the 
previous religious development of mankind. Christianity was the new 
creation, that pushed its way out of the envelope of Judaism. ' In com
mon with Judaism, it possessed the character of a revealed religion, as 
opposed to the nature-religion of heathenism; - it possessed the ground
work of the theocracy, and yet was something entirely new-a princi
ple which aimed at the transformation of everything already extant. 
The least among those who shared in the new creation was to be greater 
than the greatest among the prophets. It was the dissolution and the 
fulfilment of Judaism. Hence it was important to a right apprehension 
of Christianity that both these relations should be rightly seized; that 
it should be se~n how Judaism was to meet with its fulfilment in Chris
ti~nity, but how, at the same time, united with this fulfilment, was the 
dissolution of the distinct religious ground which Judaism had, till now, 
maintained. It behooved that Christianity should be rightly under
stood, both in its connection with the preparatory elements in Judaism, 
and also in its opposition to Judaism itself.. Hence there could arise 
c~ntrary tendencies of error, according as either the opposition was lost 
SIght of in the intimate connection, or the intimate connection was over
looked in the opposition. And in these main directions of the hereti
cal spirit, we shall easily be able to trace the influence of two elements 
of culture directly opposed to each other, which were attracted by 
Christianity - the opposition of the Jewish and of the Hellenic mind. 
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As the new spirit which Christ introduced into humanity was at first 
covered up and hidden under the old forms of Judaism, from which it 
was afterwards to burst free by virtue of its own inherent power; as 
the Jews, from their previous religious point of view, could come to the 
knowledge of Jesus as the Messiah promised in the Old Testament, it 
came about, that the doctrine of Christ was wholly blended by them 
with their previous Judaism, that they were for holding fast, as of per
petual validity, what was to be only a transient moment, - that stage 
of the development of Christ~anity in which it first appeared clothed 
under the forms of Judaism. The free Grecian spirit, on the other 
hand, which struggled hardest against the yoke of the law, being most 
strongly attracted by that particular phase in the appearance of Christ 
and in Christianity which was most directly opposed to the restraints 
of Judaism, would most naturally apprehend Christianity simply as a 
religion opposed to Judaism; would be disposed to deny the fact of 
their common divine foundation; to explain the connection between 
them as a thing merely accidental, and to overlook thp. more profound 
and necessary inner connection, the higher unity which existed be
tween the two religions. Indeed we may perceive the germ of the 
opposition just described as early as the time of Paul- the opposition, 
that is, between those who held to the exclusive authority of the apos
tles of Palestine, and those who attached themselves exclusively to the 
Apostle Paul, - between those who remained in bondage to the J ew
ish law, and those who gloried in their Christian freedom and higher 
.knowledge.l The same opposition appeared still more strongly devel
oped in the age of John; 2 and hence arose afterwards the opposition 
between the Jewish and the Gnostic understanding of Christianity. 
Where this opposition reaches its full and complete development, it is 
the one which of all others affects most deeply the entire apprehension 
of Christianity, extending alike to all its ethical and all its dogmatic 
elements. The first of these spiritual tendencies cleaves to the tem
poral, earthly form of manifestation alone, without divining the higher 
spirit which it embodies and conceals; the other disdains that tempor~l 
form of manifestation, which is the necessary medium for the appropI1
ation of the spirit, and would have the spirit without this medium. 
The 'one sticks fast by the letter, beyond which it cannot penetrate to 
the revelation of the spirit; the other believes itself competent to grasp 
the spirit without the letter. The one perceives nothing in Christ but 
the Son of man; the other, nothing but the Son of God ;-and so the 
one. would have only the human element in Christianity, without th? 
divme; the other, only the divine, without the human. The last anti
thesis is of the utmost importance, on account of its bearing on the 
essence of Christian morality. For as this presupposes the oneness of 
the Son of God and the Son of man in Christ, so the refinement of the 
entire ma~, as ~ form for the manifestation of the divine life, is its prin
ciple, flowmg dlrectly from this presupposition. 

Of these. two m~i~ ten~encie~, we shall now proceed to consider, first, 
the one which exhiblted ltself m the Judaizing sects. 

1 See my Apostol. Zeitalter, Bd. J. S. 314, ff. II 1<1. Bd. n. S. 532, ff. 
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1. The Jw:1aizing Sects. 

This main heretical tendency, as may be gathered from what has been 
said, is the oldest which entered as a disturbing influence into the de
veloping process of Christianity. It fixed itself on Christianity at ,the 
very spot of its birth; for it had a slow and gradual growth, - exhib
it~ng itself first, when that which, in its crudeness and imperfection, con
~btuted the first necessary link in the chain of development, set itself 
In hostile opposition to the progressive movement which Christ aimed at 
~d promised; next, when that which was in its right place at the be
gm:ung, gave itself forth as' the end, and asserted its own validity 
~gam~t t~e free development of the spirit bursting fr.om the covering 
In whICh It had been previously confined; finally, when the same fleshly 
and contracted Jewish sense which showed its hostility to· Christianity 
~t first in decided unbelief, received Christianity, but received it after 
Its own fashion, that is, the shell instead of the kernel; when the same 
fleshly sense to which onr Saviour's exalted language had so often been 
a stone of stumbling, believed his words in part, it is true, but again 
~etrayed itself by misconstruing their meaning, - taking them accord
Ing to the sensuous letter, and not according to their spirit. But still 
we.must ~arefully distinguish the different gradati?ns in this tendencl, 
,!hlCh vaned from a merely imperfect and subordmate stage of Chns
ban knowledge, to that which may properly be caned heresy . 

. Let us recollect that the faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah 
was the fundamental doctrine, on which the whole structure of the 
church arose. Accordingly, the first Christian community was formed 
of very heterogeneous materials. It was composed of such as differed 
from other Jews only by the acknowledging of Jesus as the Messiah
of such as still continued bound to the same contracted Jewish 'notions 
whi~h they had entertained before; and of such as, by coming to know 
J csus more and more as the Messiah in the higher spiritual sense, by 
surrendering themselves with docility to the spirit of Christ, would, by 
the inworking of that spirit, be ever growing in thei; Christ~an knowl
edge, and becoming more completely freed from theIr besettmg errors. 
The heterogeneous elements, which, in the first communities formed 
among the Jews, were thus outwardly rather than inwardly combined, 
must now, in the course of the progressive development, be thrown 
apart from each other. The sifting process of history must effect a. 
separation between those who had really been brought in contact with 
the spirit of Christianity and those who still belonged more truly to 
JUdaism. To this necessary separation in the course of history, the 
'Words of Paul, 1 Corinth. 11: 19, and of 1 John, 2: 19, properly 
apply. 

As Christ himself had faithfully observed the Mosaic law, so the 
faithful observance of it was adhered to at first by all believers, and 
":as held to be a necessary condition of participating in the Messiah's 
kmgdom. After the preparat{)ry labors of Stephen, the martyr, ~nd 
other men of Hellenistic origin and education, and of Peter, - that whICh 
Christ intended, when he said that he was not come to destroy the law but 

29· 
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to fulfil it, and when he called himself the Lord of the Sabbath; that 
which he meant by the worship of God, confined no longer to particu
lar times or places, but in spirit and in truth, the essence of the new 
spiritual creation, which is grounded in the resurrection of Christ,! 
was clearly conceived and expressed by the Apostle Paul, and a self
subsisting Christian church, wholly independent of Judaism, fomed 
among the pagans. Already a schism threatened to break out between 
the two elements of which the Christian church was composed, - the 
prevailinJ? notion of Christianity in Palestine, which was characterized 
by a deCIded leaning to the Old Testament, and which suffered the 
new spirit to remain enveloped in the old forms of Judaism; and the 
independent Pauline development of Christianity among the pagans. 
By the compromise entered into between the two partles at J erusalem,2 
this opposition was harmoniously reconciled; and it was the triumph of 
the idea of a catholic church, whose unity, grounded on the faith in 
Jesus as the one Saviour and Lord of all, was to outweigh all subordi
nate differences of Jewish and Hellenic forms of culture. But the 
more deep seated opposition could not be overcome and set aside by 
this reconciliation, brought about by outward concessions. The power 
of the Apostle Paul in establishing the principles of the more expanded 
view of Christianity, and his successful and rapidly extending labors 
among the pagans, which excited the jealousy of the pharisaic party 
among the Jewish Christians, soon caused it to break forth anew. In 
opposition to Paul, whom they refused to acknowledge as an apostle, 
whom they accused of corrupting the doctrines of Christ, arose that 
party of Jewish Christians, - zealots according to the pharisaic spirit, 
- which was not until afterwards distinguished by a common name. 
At the time when this opposition had become most violent, Paul was 
removed from his earthly field of labor. Then followed the conciliating 
element of the Apostle John's labors in Asia Minor, by which many of 
the points of difficulty were removed; - but still the opposition, in those 
respects in which it had been most strongly marked, could not be wholly 
suppressed. . 

About the middle of the second century we still find, among the 
Christians of Jewish descent, the two parties which existed in the apos
tolic age.. This is evident from a passage in the dialogue of.Just!n 
Martyr WIth Trypho.3 Two classes are here mentioned,-they who ill 
their own practice united with the faith in Christ the observance of the 
~fosaic law, but without requiring the same observance of believing 
pagltuS, whom they acknowledged rather as genuine Christian brethren 
and acco.unt~d worthy of all brotherly fellowship, notwithstanding that 
they ma.mtamed their oricinal Christian freedom,4 - and they whoo 

1 Following the Pauline train of thouO'ht free, nnd thenceforth bound to no outward 
As Christ the risen possesses a life exel~pt: circumstances whatever. 
-ed fro~ the_domini?1l of nature, from the 2 See on this suhject, my Apostol. Zeital
(iTOlxeta TOV KOU!l0V, so too the spiritual ter, Bel. I. S. 169, if. 
Bife of those who are spiritually risen with 3 Ed. Colon. f. 266, to which, in mnny 
l1im. is exempted fl:om the dominion of na respects, important passage, we shall have 
ture,. their religion is a religion ema.ncipated occasion to advert again hereafter. 
from (lie elements of the world, altogether *As Justin reports of them in the pas
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were not content with observing the Mosaic law themselves, but were 
for forcing the pagan believers universally to the same observance, and 
who refused otherwise to have fellowship with them; thus proceeding 
on the assumption, that the believing pagans, like all others, were un~ 
clean, and that without the observance of the Mosaic law no man could 
be just before God.1 The former were the genuinely apostolic, Jewish 
Christians, who had remained true to the pledge of agreement made at 
Jerusalem; the latter belonged to that party with whose influence the 
Apostle Paul had so often to struggle among the communities of the 
pagan Christians. . 

As the destruction of Jerusalem and the abolition of the Temple
worship could not shake the faith of the Jews at large in the perpetual 
validity of their religious laws, so neither can it be said that the at
tachment of those Jews to the :Mosaic law, who embraced Christianity, 
was thereby diminished. They regarded these events, doubtless, as a 
divine punishment, sent upon the mass of the people, who were hostile 
to Christ, and whose wicked disposition had caused his death; and 
many among them were expecting a glorious restoration of the city and 
of the temple to the faithful of the nation. Those that were not finally 
drawn by their Jewish way of thinking, on which had been merely 
grafted a superficial faith in J ei~us as the Messiah, to fan wholly back 
again into J udaism,2 - the more genuine cla8s of Jewish Christians, 
who were at Jerusalem at the breaking out of the Roman war, could 
h~ve no sympathy with the fanaticism which this war brought along 
~Vlth it; and when reminded of the admonitory, warning and threaten
mg words of Christ, could hardly fail to foresee, in the issue of this war, 
the divine punishment of their perverse nation which he had predicted. 
It. may have been the case, perhaps, that as the prophetic voice was 
stIll occasionally heard in the Christian assemblies, some pious men felt 
constrained to warn the assembled communities of the approaching 
?estruction, and to call upon them to remove from the midst of the ru
med people, and repair to one of the ten cities in ]?errea, on the east
~rn bank of the Jordan, known under the collective name of Decapo
h8.8 At a later period this community is said to have returned to 
Jerusalem. Until the time of the emperor Hadrian, it was wholly 
composed of Christians of Jewish descent, who were distinguished from 
pagan Christians by their strict observance of the :Mosaic law; though 

sage above referred to: Alpovvrat t1V'i;v 
1'"~ir XpluTlavoi!; Kat mUToi!;, fl1J 7rei-&ovnr 
a~T(lVr fl~Te 7rEptrfpvEaf}at Ofloiw!; aVToir, 
U17Te (ja{3{3a1'"i~Etv, fl~Te etA-ita oua TOlaVTU 
taTt TllpeiV. 

1 Justin's words: 'Euv oe ol U1T'O TOV yi. 
vov<, rou vfledpov (the race of the Jews) 
1T'lUTeVelv t..eyovTE!; tr.' TOVTOV TOV Xpurrov, 
t~ 1ral'TO!, Karu TOV &tu Mwolw!, dWTaX,UVTa 
vo~ov u.vay/Cul;w(jl {iIV TOVr l; l{Jv(;)v 1T'lU
TevovTU!; '" fl~ KO,vwVetV aVToi!; Tn!; TOlav
T7]~ O'VV(~laywy7ir alp(;)vTal. 

A ehllngc very easily accounted for, and 
one whit'h .Tustin notices in the passage 
above referred to: Tovr ouo~.oyiJuavTar Ka, 

t1T'tYVDVTar ToiiTOV elvat TOV Xpt(jTOV /Cal 
Vr"lvtoiiv alTir,e pera{3avTar E1T't T1;V lvvofloV 
1T'OA.tTetav, apvrwafl€voV!; on ouror t(jnv 0 
XpLC1TO r. 

3 Euscbius, 1. nl. c. 5; KaTa Twa XPll(j
flOV TOLf: aVTo{Jt OOKtflOLr dt' U1T'OKal..1npEWr; 
lKoorJivra. In Epiphanius, (de mensnr. et 
pond. c. 15,) an exaggerating tradition bas 
already converted this prophetic utterance 
into a revelation delivered by an angel. 
'Vithout doubt, this whole account springs 
from some earlier source i perhaps a state
ment of Hegesippus. We have no suffi
cient reason for calling in question its truth. 
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we have no reason to infer from this, that there existed among them no 
other diversities of religious tendency and of religious opinion. Under 
Hadrian a change was for the first time produced by outward causes, 
which led to the substitution of another community of an altered shape 
in place of that original Christian church. That emperor was induced 
by the insurrection of the Jews under Barkochba, to exclude them en
tirely from the city of Jerusalem and its circumjacent territory. This 
prohibition must have extended to all native Jews, who had not, by 
their whole manner of life, utterly renounced their nation. The com
munity could no longer subsist, then, in its ancient form, in this place. 
Thus there was formed at first in the pagan colonial city, lElia Capito
lina, which had been founded in the place of the ancient Jerusalem, 
a church in which no further trace was to be found of the observance 
of the Mosaic law; in which Christians of pagan descent, and liberal
minded Jewish Christians who did not hesitate to put the pagans on an 
equal footing with themselves in respect to all matters of outward life, 
were mingled t{)gether. This community had for their presiding elder 
a Christian of pagan descent, whose name was }.farcus.1 But this 
change had no influence on the other Jewish Christians; and those who 
perseveringly distinguished themselves, by a strict observance of the 
law, from the Christians of pagan. origin, and avoided all intercourse 
with them, would thus naturally become more widely known, as a dis
tinct sect by themselves. If the story, already alluded to, concerning 
the return of the original community from Pella to Jerusalem, is a COf

rect one, or if a great majority of them, at least, did not remain behind 
at Pella, the event just mentioned would naturally lead those who held 
tenaciously to the Mosaic law, to separate themselves from the mixed 
community and repair once more to Pella, where a strictly Jewish 
Christian church maintained its existence down to the fifth century. 
Now it might easily happen that, from a superficial knowledge or con
sideration of the facts, some might be led to place together in the 
same class all these Jewish Christians who agreed in observing the 
Mosaic law, without any regard to the differences existing among them. 
Accordingly, from the time of Irem~us, who first mentions the name, 
they all came to be designated by the common appellation of Ebionites. 

In respect, first, to the origin and the meaning of this appellation, the 
opinion certainly must be rejected that it is a proper name, derived 
fro~ the founder of the sect. This hypothesis appears first in the 
writings of the inaccurate Tertullian, who, in his ignorance of the He
brew, and of the signification of the word in that language, took it for 
a proper name; and as other sects were named after their founders, 
supposed the same must be true of this sect also. Epiphanills, who 
possessed the advantage over Tertullian, it is true, of being acquainted 

1 Ensebius, 1. IV. c. 6. See also the re- sub legis observatione credebant. Njmirut;n 
markable words of Sulpicius Severns who id, Domino ordinante, dispositum, ut legts 
after citing the prohibitiou of the E~pero; servitus a libertate fidei atque ecclesiro tol
Hadrian, goes on to say, (hist. sacr. 1. II. c. leretur j where this writer has perhaps at
31:) Quod quidem chnstianro fidei profici- trihuted t.oo much importauce to the event. 
ebat, quia tum prone omnes Christum Denm 
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with the Hebrew language, but was however no less inaccurate, fol
lowed the same opinion without further inquiry; although he himself 
proposes another derivation of the word, quite inconsistent with this 
hypothesis, taken from its etymological Hebrew signification, witli which 
he was doubtless acquainted. Since the character of the party desig
nated by this name was of so general a nature, and the party itself 
embraced in it so many different shades of the Jewish Christian princi~ 
pIe which they held in common; since, as appears from what has been 
said, such a general ground~tendency as the one denoted by this name 
could hardly fail, in the historical course of development, to pass over 
from Judaism into Christianity) - the origin of this party froIp any 
single individual should seem to be a thing quite improbable. We 
might suppose, indeed, that this name was applied first to a distinct 
sect belonging to this general class, and founded by a man who had 
some peculiar views of his own; and that, at some later period, it re
ceived a more general application. But we have no warrant whatever 
for any such supposition. No tradition respecting the founder of a sect 
by the name of Ebion is supported on grounds of authentic history. 
The more accurately informed authorities, such as Irenreus and Origen, 
nowhere mention such a person; and aU that we find anywhere said 
respecting the pretended Ebion, is of that vague and indefinite char~ 
acter which sounds suspicious. Origen was the first to give the correct 
derivation of this name, from the Hebrew word r;'1~' poor. These 
Jewish Christians, then, were palled the poor; but the question now 
arises, in what sense was this appellation originally applied to them? 
A:nd with this is connected another,- by whom first was this appellation 
gIven them? Upon the resolution of these questions it must depend, 
Whether the appellation is to be understood as a term of reproach or of 
praise. Now it appears evident, it is true, from an explanation which 
~piphanius cites from the mouths of the very people in question,l that, 
In his time, the Ebionites regarded it as an epithet wHich they had 
besunved on themselves. But although the Ebionites did actually ap
propriate and sanction the name, it might nevertheless be true and 
Wholly consistent with this fact, that the epithet was originally bestowed 
On them by their adversaries; while they might afterwards apply it to 
themselves either in the same or a different sense; since what was 
considered' by their opponents a term of reproach, might be regarded, 
from their own point of view, as an honorable title. 

Origen, who, as we have said, first presented the correct explanation 
of the word, applies the designation, " poor," to the meagre religious 
system, the poverty of faith, that characterized this party.2 In this 
sense, the term may have been applied to them by pagan Christians; 
but it cannot be supposed that pagan Christians would have chosen a 
Hebrew word to express this character. It is far more natural to SUP4 

1 Rreres. 30. nation; he merely alludes. after his usual 
2 9rig. in Matth. T. XVI. c. 12: Ttfj I(3L- '/L'O.!I, to the meaning of the name. , Ye,t. 

(.)~tLft' /CaL 'Il"T(.)xeiiovTt 'Il"fPL TnV el~ 'I17!Toiiv (c. Cels. 1. II. c. 1,) he says expressly: E1l"lJ
~Lo"T~V. It was hardly Origen's intention VVfLOL Tq~ KanL T7;V eKoox~'V 'Il"TCJXflar TOl} 
In thIS place, to give an etymological expla- vOfLov. 
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pose that the inventors of this name were Jews; and at the particular 
position of these Jews, it might be used and understood to denote a 
poor, meagre way of thinking, esy>ecially if this notion be defined ac
cording to the acute and ingenious suggestion of a distinguished mod· 
em inquirer in this department of learning; 1 namely, that in the mouth 
of those Jews who were expecting a Messiah in visible glory, it would 
designate such as could believe in a poor, abJect, crucified J.l.fessiah, 
like Jesus. Yet even this explanation, taken by itself, seems not the 
most simple and natural; and, indeed, the author of it himself joins it 
with the other, about to be mentioned. What objection is there to under
stand this word in the literal and obvious sense, as a designation of the 
poorer class among the people of the nation? We know, in fact, what 
reproach was cast upon the Christian faith by the hierarchical party 
among the Jews, because none but those belonging to the ignorant and 
poorer class of the people would openly profess it, (John 7: 49;) an~ 
the like objection was made to Christianity by the pagans.2 Thus It 
may be explained, how the Christians among the Jews came to be de
signated as the poor; and this name, which was employed by them to 
designate the Christians generally, would afterwards naturally be em· 
ployed by the pagan Christians, without any knowledge of the meaning 
of the name, to designate that portion of believers who were distin· 
guished from the rest by their observance of the Mosaic law. 'When 
we observe that the same thing happened in the case of another name 
which was originally a common appellation for all Christians among the 
Jews, the name" Nazarenes," it may serve to confirm the above sup
position. . 

When Ebionitism was looked at as it appeared in its extreme form, 
and as it may have been' exhibited among the great mass of believing 
Jews, it might be said of it, perhaps with justice, as Origen expresses 
hirilself,3 that there was little to distinguish its adherents from the com
mon Jews, who were fettered to the mere letter . We see in them the 
natural descendants of those fierce antagonists of the Apostle Paul, 
who never ceased to calumniate him as an apostate from the law:4 

They disseminated false and malicious reports respecting the life of thlS 
apostle, in order to attribute his abandonment of Judaism to unworthy 
motives. Later Ebionites at least do not scruple to assert, that he was 
a proselyte of heathenish descent.5 In Christianity, they saw at best 
but a perfecting of Judaism by the addition of a few isolated precepts; 
~nd it was in this sense, probably, they explained to themselves, what 
18 to be rightly understood only in its connection with the whole of 

1 Dr. Gieseler in the Archiv flir aIte und 5 Vid. Epiphnn. hreres. 30, ; 25. PerhapS 
neue Kirchengeschichte von Stiiudlin und these Ebionites followed, in this respect nl~o,
Tzschirner, Rd. IV., 2tes Stiick, S. 307. the example of their predecessors, ~Jt.h 

2 See the first section. whom Paul had to contend; perhl\ps It lS 
, 8 1n_ Matt? ~. ,~I. § 12:,Ol uc.J/larLlco2 to some such malicious perversion of f~ct9 
Iov&atoL [;.at Ot OALYCrJ oLa'1>epOVTf:~ avrwv this apostle has reference, when, in speakmg 

'E{3Lc.Jvalot. of various events in his earlier life, he pro
4 Origcn, (Hom. XVTII. in Jerem. § 12) tests to the truth of what he utters, and 

says: Ka, /lexpL viiv 'E{3Lc.JvaloL rinrrov~L when he places so much emphasis on !he 
TOV cbroaroAov 'It;aov Xptaroii AOyOt~ dva fact of his Jewish origin, and his educatIon 
¢~/lOt~. in the Pharisaic schools. 
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Christianity, the sermon on the Mount. Their views respecting the 
work and character of Christ, the essence of Christianity, and the per
son of its author, are closely connected with each other. 

In both respects, the Ebionites seem to have remained within the 
contracted range of the ordinary Jewish point of view. As they could 
not understand the specific difference between Judaism and Christian
ity, so neither could they understand what it was, that distinguished 
the author of Christianity from Moses and the Prophets, and from the 
founders of other religions. Looking upon him not as the Redeemer 
of all mankind, by whom every other means· of justification and expia
tion had been rendered null and superfluous, not as the author of a new 
creation of the divine life, but only as the supreme Law-giver, Teacher 
and King, they did not feel themselves constrained to admit any higher 
views of Christ's person. They were precluded, therefore, on this side, 
from the possibility of understanding his discourses. They held firmly 
to the chasm, not to be filled up, betwixt God and his creation, which 
the stern monotheistic system of legal Judaism -taught in opposition to 
the polytheistic and pantheistic principles of nature-religion. To Jesus 
they simply transferred the notion of the :Messiah which most widely 
prevailed among the Jews, and most perfectly agreed with this common 
principle of the Jewish. system, - that he was a man distinguished 
above all others for legal piety, - who, for this very reason, was deemed 
worthy of being chosen as the Messiah,-who knew nothing at all of any 
special call to the Messiahship, as others, too, were far from divining any 
such thing of him, until Elias re-appeared, and revealed to him and to 
others his election to the high office, when he was filled with divine 
power for the exercise of his mission as the Messiah, and thus enabled 
to work miracles.l 'Vhat was generally believed of the Elias, these 
Ebionites transferred to John the Baptist. It was first when Jesus 
came, with all the others, to John, to receive baptism from him, that 
the miraculous phenomenon occurred, by which the fact of his election 
to the Messiahship was revealed, and along with which, the divine 
P?wer which he required in order to fulfil his mission, descended on 
~nn. An abrupt antithesis was thus formed betwe~n two porti?ns of the 
hfe of Jesus, - the period before and that after hIS consecratIOn to the 
~essiahship; so that while the mere human n~ture, to the entir~ exclu
SIOn of everything supernatural, was placed m the first portIOn, the 
sudden entrance of the supernatural and sensuously objective element 
~as made prominent in the event which took place at the very begin
mng of the second portion. The fact of Christ's supernatural birth 
wag particularly opposed to this view of the matter; and indeed this 
fact was directly at variance with that Jewish ground of doctrine gen
erally, wearing to the Jews a certain pagan aspect, and being placed 
by them in the same class with the heathen myths concerning the sons 

1 The Jew Trypho in Justin,-Dial. c. lCaTT/;tiiJ(j{}at TOV EICi..ey1jvat el~ Xpurr6v. 
Tryph. f. 291, ed. Colon. - expresses this Respecting the appearance of Elias, where
COtnt?on Jewish point of view, where he by the Messiah was first to be made known 
~qulres of the Christians to I?rove concern- as such to himself and to others, see f. 268 
lDg Jesus: ·On aVTo~ Eanv 0 XpLC1TOr, ata' compared with 336. 
To EVVOPCJf lCa~ ui..eLCJf 1T'oi..LTeveaifal aVTov 
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of the gods.! Even in the well known passage of the 7th chapter of 
Isaiah, the Ebionites could not find announced the, birth from a virgin. 
In the Ebionitic revision of the gospel history, which sprang from one 
of the main branches to be traced back to the Apostle Matthew, the 
appearance at Christ's baptism is represented as an altogether outward, 
sensible event, connected with the descent of the Holy Ghost upon 
Christ;· and the appearance is supposed to be designed as well to lead 
himself to the consciousness of his call to the Messiahship, as to· reveal 
this fact to the Baptist. This phenomenon is decked out with miracu
lous events; light shone over the place, fire burst forth from the river 
Jordan.3 Jerusalem, in the estimation of the Ebionites, was still the 
city of God, the central point of the Theocracy.4 They lived in expect
ation of Christ's speedy return, to restore this city of God, and to re

. establish the Theocracy there in surpassing splendor. All the J emsh 
notions respecting the millenial kingdom of the Messiah they transferred 
to this event.5 

We have remarked·already, that among the Ebionites, if we consider 
this name as a general appellation for Jewish Christians, there must 
have existed different forms and shades of opinion, arising out of the 
various combination of Jewish and Christian points of view. Irenreus 
was not aware of the existence of any such differences. But Origen, 
who was more skilled in the accurate investigation of relationships and 
differences, and who had himself been a longer time resident in Pales
tine, distinguishes two classes of Ebionites, a class which denied. the 
supernatural birth of Jesus, and another which admitted it.6 If we 
duly consider how obstinately the ordinary Jewish spirit must have 
struggled against the acknowledgment of such a fact, we must conclude 
from Origen's statement, that connected with this deviation from the 
common bent of the Jewish mind, there were also other differences; 
that those who could be induced to admit the fact above mentioned, 
must have been more deeply affected by the spirit of the new creation. 
It seems implied that they did not, like the others, in accordance with 
the common Jewish views, separate the divine from the human nature 

1 See what the Jew Tryphon, (in Justin 
M. f. 291,) says against this doctrine: M~ 
npaToAoyelv TOApiiTe, 07rc.J~ fL~Te 0fLoic.J~ 
Toi!: wEUT/cTl fLc.JpaiveLv l'MYXT/u{Je. 

2 The position assumed by the Ebionites 
led to a dispute about the interpretation of 
this and several other proph~tic passages. 
Where men were usually satisfied by alle
gorical interprl'tation, the Ebionites, follow
ing the Jewish doctrines, may have entered 
more deeply into the use of language, into 
the connection, and the historical allusions, 
and may have sought to show how many 
things which were referred by Christian 
teachers to the history of Christ, had been 
already accomplished in the facts and ap
pearances of earlier history. 1Ve may hence 
explain, perhaps, what Irenreus objects to 
them, (lib. I. c. 26:) Qure autem sunt pro
phetica, curiosius (7rcptepyoTipc.J{;) exponere 
nituntur. 

3 See the fragment of the gospel of the 
Hebrews: in Epiphan. Hreres 30, § 13, and 
Justin. Dial. c. Tryph. f. 315, cd. Colon. . 

4 Hierosolymam adoraut, quasi domus Sit 
Dei. Iren. 1. I. c. 26, § 2. 

5 See, in the Jewish-Christian work, the 
Testament of the twelve patriarchs. (Tesi 
tament IV. of Judah, § 23,) the return 0 

the scattered .Tews from their captivity i and 
in Testament VII. of Dan. § 5: "Jerusa
lem shall then suffer desolation no m?r~, 
and Israel no more be carried into captive 
ty j for the Lord shall dw~ll in the midst 0 

Jerusalem, and.walk with men." 
6 Orig. c. Cels. 1. V. c. 61, where he em

ploys the name Ebionites to designate gen
erally all Jewish Christians obscrving t~e 
Mosaic law: Ol OtTTOL 'E(Jtc.Jvaiot, nTOL " 
7raprJivov 0fLOAOYOVVT£~, 0fLoic.J~ nfLiv, T~V 
'I1]uovv, 1J OVX' OVTc.J yeycvvilcrf}at, UAi.,' Wf 
TOV~ A.ot7rOV~ aviJpw1rov~. 
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in Christ, and suppose merely a sudden commencement of the actuat
ing power of the Holy Spirit upon him, but that they conceived of a 
certain cooperation of the divine and human elements in Christ, where
by he differed in kind from other prophets, ~ a certain original actua-
tion of the divine Spirit, under whose influences the human nature in 
Christ began as well as continued to develope itself. Being less fettered 
in this respect by theJewish spirit, they may have been so much the 
more free also in their judgment respecting the continued obligation of 
the Mosaic law, insomuch as to make a distinction between the position 
of the native Jews and that of believers from among the Gentiles. 
Thus we perceive that they must have been the same Jewish Christians, 
followers of the apostolic principles, whom we saw described by Justin 
Martyr, as a class of these latter that still remained. To the same class 
belonged also the people about whom Jerome took pains to obtain more 
accurate information, during his residence in those countries, near the 
close of the fourth century. They then dwelt at Berrea, in Syria,l 
and passed by the name of N azarenes. This name, like that of the 
Ebionites, was in the first place, perhaps, a common appellation for all 
Christians_among the Jews, so called as sects that sprang out of Naza
reth, and still more common than the former one, as appears from Acts 
24: 5, and from the fact that in still later times all Christians were 
condemned under this name in the Jewish synagogues.2 

The distinctive trait of these N azarenes was their decided anti
pharisaic tendency. They denounced the maxims of the scribes and 
Pharisees, who caused the people to err by their traditions, and who 
had hindered them from believing in Jesus. 3 In explaining Isaiah 8: 
23, (9: 1,) they held, that by the preaching of Christ in Galilee, the 
Jews had been first delivered from the errors of the Scribes and Phar
isees, and from the burthensome yoke of the Jewish traditions; and 
they interpreted chaper 9: 1, (9: 2,) as referring to the preaching 
of the gospel, by the Apostle Paul, to all pagan nations.4 Thus it. is 
clear, that they differed entirely from those Ebionites who were hosble 
to this apostle; that they acknowledged his call to be an apostle to the 
Gentiles, and so were not disposed to enforce on these latter the ob
servance of the Mosaic law. Accordingly we find that Jerome actu
ally makes a distinction between the Ebionites and the Ebionitarum 
socii, who considered all this to be permanently obligatory only on such. 
as had descended from a Jewish stock.5 They lamented the condition 
of their unbelieving people, and earnestly longed for the time when 
these also should turn to believe in the Lord and in his apostles. Then 
they would put aside all their idols, which 'had led them into the devi
ous ways of sin. Then every obstacle which Satan had set up to hin
der the progress of God's kingdom, would be removed, not by human 
might, but by the power of God; and all who had been hitherto trust

1 Vid. Hieronym. de viris illustrib. c.3. IX. c. 29, v. 18, ed. Vallarsi. T. IV. p. 398. 
2 Ejusd. commentar. in Isai.l, II. c. 5 to i See Jerome's remarks on those pas

5, 18. . sa~es, 1. c. p. 130, cd. Vallarsi. 
8 Vid. Hieronym. commentar. in Isai. 1. L, c. 1. I. c. It p. 21. 

VOL. I. 30 
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ing to their own wisdom, would become converted" to the Lord." They 
believed that they found this promised in Isaiah 21: 7, 8.1 

The view of Christ which, as we were led to suppose, prevailed 
among those whom Origen refers to the second class of Ebionites, we 
should, perhaps, be warranted to ascribe also to these N azarenes ; for that 
they did not suppose the divine element in Christ had its first begin
ning with his inauguration into the Messiahship, seems evident· from 
the fact, that the recension of the Hebrew gospel which Jerome received 
from them and translated into Latin, did not, like the gospel of the 
other party, commence with the inauguration of Christ into his office as 
]\iessiah, by John the Baptist, but had adopted besides the first chap
ters, which treat of the birth of Christ.2 He is described by them as 
the one towards whom the progressive movement of the Theocracy 
tended from the beginning; - as the end and aim of all the earlier 
divine revelations. In him, the Holy Spirit, from whom, down to this 
time, only isolated revelations and excitations had proceeded, first found 
an abiding place of rest, a permanent abode. Inasmuch as the Holy 
Spirit was the productive principle of his entire nature, and it was first 
from him that the efficiency of the Spirit, in shaping the entire life of 
humanity and forming other organs of action, could proceed, he is 
called the First born of the Holy Spirit; - as the Holy Spirit is also 
denominated his Mother.3 Where "this gospel describes how the whole 
fountain of the Holy Spirit descended on Christ at his baptism and 
abode permanently with him, the following words of salutation are as
cribed to the former: "My SQn, in all the prophets I expected thee, 
that thou shouldest come, and I might find in thee a place of rest; for 
thou art my resting place, thou art my first born Son, who reignest for
ever." 4 Assuredly, in this representation, we percei~ a more pro
found Christian consciousness, rising above the limited views of the 
common Ebionitism.. And the appellation, given to the Holy Spirit, of 
Mother of Christ, may perhaps, in some way, stand connected with the 
idea of his supernatural generation. 

It appears evident, from what has been said, that although sternly 
pronounced Ebionitism excluded all speculations concerning the divine 

1 See Jerome'a remarks on this passage, 
1. Co p. 425. In the edition of Martianay, 
T. llI.-the p1aees p. 79, 83, 250 and 261. 

2 As appears evident from Jerome's com
mentary on th? g<?spel of Matthew, chapter 
2d, at the begmmng; where by the ipsUII1 
hebraicum is doubtless to be understood 
according to the connection, the Hebre,; 
gospel of the Nazarenes; - also from the 
words which he cites from this gospel in his 
work de viris illustrib. c. 3. 

a See the passages cited by Jerome in 
Mi~ham 1. II. c. 7, T: VI. p. 520; and' by 
Orlgen, T. II. Joh. § 6, In whlCh Christ says: 
•ApTL f)..a(3€ 1'£ ~ I'~T1JP POU, TO ayLOv 'IT'Veii
pa, lv ptiJ. TWV TPlXi:JV POV, leal u:rrevey"e pE
ek TO opo~ TO peya ea(3wp; where it may be 
a question, whether the thought is merely 
expressed in a poetic fonn, that Christ reo 

paired thither by the impulse of the Holy 
Spirit, which animated him in all things, or 
whether a supernatural conveyance is meant. 
That the passage is to be understood in the 
former way, and not literally, appears.p~b· 
able when wo compare it with the slm.lIar 
figurative modes of expression in an onen
tal writer. In Taberistanensis anna1es rj" 
gum atque legatornm Dei, Vol. II. Pars . 
Gryph.• 1835, page 103, it is said by those 
whom God had converted from being ene
mies of Mahomet into zealous advocates of 
his cause, (in Kosegarten's Latin tra~sh\
tion from the Arabic original:) "Demque 
Deus cordibus cincinnisque nostris p~ehe?
sis, per enm in viam rectam ita nos drreXlt, 
ut cum sequeremur." 

4, Vid. Hieronym. in !saLl. IV. o. 11. T. 
IV. p. Hi6. . 
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nature in Christ, yet still, where it assumed a milder and more liberal 
form, as it· did in the case we have just. described, such speculations 
might perhaps also be united with it. Again, we must not forget, 
what we have more carefully considered in the general introduc
tion, - that, at thia period, Judaism had become decomposed into 
manifold and even conflicting elements; - and these had become 
blended with many tendencies foreign from original Judaism. These, 
now, might easily be attracted also by Christianity, and might seek to 
appropriate it to themselves, after their own way. If, at first, phari
saic views became mixed with the apprehension of Christianity, they 
were afterwards followed by such as were more nearly related to Esse
nism, or to the system of the A.lexandrian Jews. The Apostle Paul 
having been suddenly removed from the circle of labors, in which his 
commanding influence opposed an invincible bulwark to all corruptions 
of Ohristian truth, there began to be formed, first in Asia Minor, such 
mixtures of doctrine, the earliest example of which we find in the 
church of Colosse, in Phrygia. Similar appearances we recognize once 
more in a great deal which Epiphanius embraces under the general 
name of Ebionitism ;-appearances which are wholly distinct from the 
Ebionitism that sprang out of the common Pharisaic elements, and the 
origin of which would assuredly carry us back to an earlier period than 
that in which Epiphanius wrote. Among the Ebionites described by 
Epiphanius, there were those who started from that common Ebionitic 
view of J eaus as a man, first raised to the dignity of Messiah on ac
count of his legal piety; - but then, whilst others affirmed, that the 
whole power of the Holy Spirit descended on him at his consecration 
to the 1\lessiahship by the baptism of John, they substituted, in place of 
the Holy Spirit, the highest of the spirits created by God, - a spirit 
exalted above all the angels,l- and the latter was then considered the 
true revealer of God, the ~lessiah in the highest sense. By means of 
such a separation of the divine and human natures in Christ, the Ebio
nitic element might pass over to the Gnostic. Others placed in con
nection with Christianity, that idea which exhibits itself to us under so 
many different forms, on which sometimes the Oriental, sometimes the 
Hellenic stamp predominates, the idea of a heavenly man, Adam Kad
~on, the primal·man. The Spirit, which is the pure efflux of the di
VIne Spirit, which appeared first in Adam and afterwards returned 
under manifold shapes, to reveal God to his fallen children, - this 
same Spirit re-appeared in Christ, to deliver the last revelation to hu
manity. 

We should not be warranted to suppose,,in the case of all the ten
dencies which were designated under the common name of Ebionitism, 
the same degree of adhesion to the law of Moses. There had, in truth, 
been evolved among the Jews themselves, out of the opposition to the 
traditional element of Pharisaism, as we saw in the example of Saddu

1 So says EJ?ipbanius: Oil cpualCovatv!/C 'Trf'TrOlTJflev(.;v. So Philo describes the Lo
thov 'TraTpo~ aVTOV yeyevTjrr8al, u;Uit eICTta- gos as an apx{qyeAo~. Cons. the Jewish 
l'Jat, t:J~ €va Ti:JV apxayy£Ac.lV, flei{ova oe apocryphal work, 'Ic.J(1'Ttq, 'TrPO(1'fvxit: IIpc.lTo
aVTi:Jv aliTa, aVTov de ICvpLfveLlI Ti:JV ayyi- yovor 'Trav/or {wov {c.lovjl£vov V'TrO rJeoii. 
Ac.lV lCa~ 'lrUVTc.lV V'lrO Toil 'lraVTO/,paTopo~ 

http:lrUVTc.lV
http:apxayy�Ac.lV
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ceism, tendencies whose aim was to distinguish the original religion of 
Moses from later additions. This distinction, however, might assume 
different forms, as it happened to proceed from different tendencies of 
mind. An entirely different character from that which it presented among 
the Sadducees, it must have assumed in those cases where it started 
from some mystico-ascetic bias, which, alien from the original Hebraism, 
had formed itself out of that which was the essential element of Juda
ism as opposed to Pharisaism and Sadduceism, and under the influence 
of an Oriental spirit. Out of this sprung next the idea of a more spirit
ual, primitive religion, which had been corrupted at some later period 
by ·the importation of foreign elements; and among these corruptions 
was reckoned everything that wa.s at variance with this mystico-ascetic 
tendency. There was an Ebionite sect, as we learn from Epiphanius,I 
which, rejecting as well the eating of flesh as the offerings of animals, 
explained the entire 'sacrificial worship as a thing foreign from primitive 
Judaism, and as a corruption~ Christianity, contemplated from this 
point of view, must have been considered as a restoration of the origi
nal Judaism. From this sect proceeds a book under the name of Jacob, 
ava(3a-ap.o~ 'IaKtJ(3ov, Steps of Jacob, (probably intended to denote the steps 
of initiation, with reference to the true Gnosis,) in which the patriarch 
is introduced discoursing against the sacrificial and Temple worship. 
With this ascetic tendency stood connected the rule which required a 
total renunciation of earthly goods, complete poverty, as an essential 
part of religious perfection; - whether such a tendency had already, 
before the appearance of Christianity, sprung up among the Jews, in 
opposition to the worldly spirit in Judaism, - just as the societies of 
spiritual paupers (the apostolici, the pauperes de Lugduno) sprung up, 
during the middle age, from an opposition of this sort, - or whether 
this tendency was first called forth by ,a partial and imperfect appre
hension of the Christian principle.2 The Jewish spirit - although this 
was foreign from the original Hebraism - yet nevertheless manifested 
itself in the· whole outward character which it gave to the opposition 
betwixt the kingdom of the Messiah and the kingdom of Satan, as if 
the two were outwardly divided in the ,vorld, and the present earthly 
world belonged wholly to Satan, whilst the future had been committed 
to Christ. Hence those who would participate in the future kingdom 
of the Messiah, must look upon all the goods of this world as alien 
fr?m them, and renounce every earthly possession. The members of 
thIS sect were willing to call themselves Ebionites, as the poor in spiri~, 
and they traced back this inherited name to the circumstance, that theIr 
fathe;s, who formed the fir~t church at Jerusalem, renounced all rights 
of pnvate property, and lived in an unconditional community of goods.3 

1 Whethe!, as Epiphanius alleges, a per- 8 This laudatory sense of the epithet
80n othcl"Wlse unknown, by the name of f;'1~' is referred to also in the words of 
Elxai, hn.d so ~reat. influence .in bringing Testamentum VII. in the Testaments ofabout thIS modIficatIOn of Eblonitism we the twelve patriarchs, (c. 5,) where it is saidmust leave undetermined. In the fo~a respecting the form of government in the tion of a religious tendencv of this kind perfected kingdom of the Messiah: ·AyLO~very little depends, in any case, on the per~ 'IO'pa~;t {3aO't;t£vCJv 11r' aVTov~ tv Ta 1re' v tJ80nality of an individual. at' !Cat tv 1f'TCJxe£9.

2 See a.bove, page 276. 
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The question, whether this is the correct explanation of the name, de
pends on another) whether the name was employed originally to desig
nate only a smaller portion of the Ebionites, and afterwards obtained a 
more general application, or whether that more general application, of 
which we have spoken, was the earlier one, and this interpretation of it 
first introduced at the stage of the above described peculiar modifica
tion of the Ebionite spirit. 

But with this ascetic tendency, however, we see a reaction of the 
original Hebraism manifesting itself in the fact, that this sect combat. 
ted the over-valuation .of celibacy'; that they were inclined to prefer 
early marriage, according to the prevalent custom of the Jews, as being 
a preservative against unchastity. This party must therefore have been 
polemically opposed to those ascetic tendencies in the Christian church 
which favored the life of celibacy.l ,~ 

The peculiar Ebionitic tendency here described,2 appears in a very 
remarkable apocryphal book, called the Clementines, or the eighteen 
Homilies,s in which, as it is pretended, Clement, descended from a noble 
family in Rome, and afterwards bishop of the church in that city, gives 
an account of his conversion and of the discourses and disputes of the 
Apostle Peter.4 It is somewhat difficult, indeed, to separate here what 
belongs to the general tendency of that particular sect of the Ebionites 
which we last described, and tha,t which must be reckoned to the pecu
liarities of the author, as they developed themselves amid the conflict
ing opinions of the second century. At all events, it may be easily 
seen, how !t religious tendency and a work of this description might be 
called forth in some connection with these conflicting opinions. When 
the Jews, Judaizing Christians and Christians of pagan descent were 
standing in stern opposition to each other, when Judaism, attacked in 
various ways by the Gnostics, was phlced in the most unfavorable light, 
the thought occurred to some individual of this particular Ebionitic ten
d~ncy, to compose a work that might serve to reconcile those opposite 
Vlews, - a work of an apologetic and conciliatory tendency,-a notice
able phenomenon in the ferment of that chaotic period, to which a new 
breath of life, setting everything in motion, had been communicated by 
Christianity, and in which the most heterogeneous elements could be 
fused together, what was really profound meeting and mingling with 
What was altogether fantastic. The fundamental idea of the apologetic 
and conciliatory aims of this work, is the idea of a simple and original 

1 So we may remark a. similar opposition, 
proeeeding from the same spiritual bent, 
among the Zabians, or disciples of John. 

2 Epiphanius speaks of these Ebionites 
as a party still existinO' in his own time. 
It is certain that he had'~derived the inform
ation he gives us concerning them, partly 
from his own pen;onal intercourse with the 
sect, and partlv from other works of theirs 
besides the Clcmcntines. The Clemen tines 
presuppose the existenre of sueh a. sect,
not that the writer of that work should be 
re~arded as the author of such a. system. 

3 'OfLLAiaL. 30. 

f I cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
directing the attention of the theological 
public to a work which we are soon to ex
pect from one of the most distinguished 
of our young theologians, the candidate 
Adolph Schliemann of Bostock, - contain
ing a thorough investigation into the ori
gin, the end, the peculiar religious bent of 
mind, and the composition of this remarka
ble book j and intended all'o to embrace a 
complete critical examination of all that 
has been said till now on this subject, which 
of late haS been so much discussed. 
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religion, proceeding from divine revelation, as the. common foundation 
of Judaism and Christianity. The 8upranaturalist element of Judaism 
is here presented in peculiar strength. In contemplating so many 
restless"spirits, ever on the search for truth and tortured with doubts,! 
so many conflicting systems of the philosophers, the author is con
vinced of the necessity of a divine revelation; without which, man is 
certain of nothing but the most general principles of morality, ~ the 
consciousness that, as no one is willing to suffer wrong from others, so no 
one should do wrong to others.2 Whoever seeks the truth, evinces by 
this very fact, that he is in need of some higher SOUI:ce, from which to 
derive the knowledge of it. He needs a criterion to enable him to dis
tinguish the. truth; he holds that to be true which flatters his inclina
tions : - hence so many opposite systems. " He only who is under no 
necessity of seeking the truth, he who has no doubts, he who knows the 
truth by means of a higher spirit dwelling within himself, which is su
perior to all uncertainty and all doubt, obtains the knowledge of the 
truth, and can reveal it to others." Thus the author arrives at the 
conception of the true prophet, from whose revelations all religious truth 
is to be derived.3 "Looking away from all others, men should entrust 
themselves to the prophet of truth alone, whom all, however ignorant 
they may be; can know as a prophet. God, who provides for the nece~ 
sities of all, has made it easy for all, among both Greeks and barbarI
ans, to recognize the person of such a revealer." "The first prophet 
was Adam, in whom, if in anyone, formed as he was immediately by 
the creative hand of God, that which is the immediate efflux of the di
vine Spirit, dwelt." The doctrine of the fall of the first man, is one 
which the author of the Clementines felt constrained to combat,4 as 
blasphemy against God.5 "On the man created after his own imag~, 
God, the alone good, bestowed everything. Full of the divinity of h~s 
Creator, and as a true prophet knowing all things, he revealed to his 
children an eternal law, which has neither been destroyed by wars, nor 
corrupted by godless power, nor hidden in any particular place, but 
may be read of all men." 6 In reference to this general revelation of 
God, it was consistent with the system, in the Clementines to affirm, 
"that the appearance neither of Jesus, nor of Moses, would have been 
necessary, if men had been willing, of themselves, to come to the 

1 See Vol. I. p. 8. of Adam, in which it was likewise asserted, 
2 Hom. II. c. 6: 'A'ATr&ela~ ICpareiv ou that Adam never sinned. 

"vvaTo~ fC1Tat, 7r'A~v 7rOAtn:i.a~ pOVTJ~, lCa2 6 Hom. VIII. c. 10: Nopov alwvtov c'JPl
rauTa I:KdvTJ~ T~~ Otu TO eVAOYOV yV(,)pt(l'&~ uev, o'Aot~, (perhaps we should read o'ACJ~,) 
vat ovvapivTJ~, ;ITl~ e"U,C1TffJ lK TOU J.L1] iH p6Te infO 7ro'J..lp(,)v lprrpTJufJ~vat ovvapevov, 
AElV aOllceicn'Jat, TOU P1] oeiv ci'A'Aov ciotlCeiv PTJO' i)?TO ci(1e{1ofj~ TlVO~ v7rovo-&ev6pevov, 
TT,v yvWI1lV 7raptUT71C1W. p~Te/:v, TorrftJ ci7rOKeKpv!-,pivov, aA'Au 7rU,(1lV 

8 Hom. II. c. 9. civayvCJC1-&ijvat ovvupevov. 'Without dou?t 
~ Hom. III. c. 20 and 42. it was the author's design to oppo~e ~hlS 
6 'Ve should have bctter means of judrr oriO'inal, universal, eternal law, sprmglOg 

ing in what sort of connection this vic~v fro';n the revelation of God's Spirit in t~e 
stood with earlicr Jewish doctrincs, if a first man, to the Mosaic law recorded 10 
Jewisb work wcre made known, which has the letter of scripture, which, as he ~ndeav
been cited by Eisenmenger, (Theil. I. Kap. ors to show in this work, must be hable to 
8, S. 336:) C1~ m3~, the purity, innocence all those defects from which that higher 

law was exempt. 
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knowledge of what is right, (of what they must do, in order to obtain 
God's favor; for everything depends on works.1) "But since this 
original revelation, which should have been transmitted, by the living 
~vord, from generation to generation, was corrupted over and over by 
Impure additions, proceeding from an evil principle, (a notion which in 
this book stands closely connected with its pervading doctrine, concern
ing the antithesis of the good and the evil principle in the whole history 
of the world,) new revelations were requisite to counteract these cor
ruptions, and restore the matter of that original revelation; and' it was 
always that primal Spirit of humanity, the Spirit of God 'in Adam, 
which1 in manifold forms, and under various names, re-appeared ; 2'-:' 
where we have presented that view of the matter, - falling in·with the 
eclectic bent of the period, but in the East ever recurring from the 
oldest time, - which regarded all religions as different forms of the 
manifestation of one divine principle, or of one fundamental truth. 
Thus, Moses constitutes one of these fonus of manifestation ; and the 
religious law proceeding from him is one of the new revelations, intend
ed to restore the primitive truth. The author of the Clemen tines joined 
himself to that party of the Jews who exalted the Pentateuch above 
all the other books of the Old Testament. The Pentateuch alone passed 
With him as a book coming from divine revelation; yet he was far from 
acknowleding it as such in its whole extent. We see in him the first 
who disputed the genuineness of the Pentateuch, - being in this, as in 
many other respects, a forerunner of far later appearances; being the 
first, indeed, who availed himself of many of the arguments, which 
,,:ere afterwards again brought forward, independently of him, by later 
dIsputers of the genuineness of this work. He maintained, for instance, 
that the Mosaic doctrine, which was to be transmitted only by the living 
word, was re-written many times over; and that, until the Pentateuch 
reached its latest form, various foreign elements, conflicting with the 
truth revealed by Moses, were introduced, through the influence of the 
principle which ever seeks to corrupt the revelation of the godlike. 
Thus he could explain away as interpolations everything which contra
dicted his own ascetic tendency, and which was made use of against it 
by the opponents of Judaism among the pagan~ and the Gnostics. In 
those cases where the Jewish theologians of the Alexandrian school 
sought to relieve a difficulty by explaining that the letter was the mere 
envelope of an idea allegorically represented, the author of the Clem
entines would remove such a stone of stumbling entirely away, by the 
application of his expurgatory criticism. Thus he was forced to do by 
hIS chosen position; for he was opposed to all allegorical shifts. He 
required of the prophet, that he should express everything clearly; 
without ambiguity; simply and comprehensively. Such, as it appeared 
to him, was the character of the discourses of Christ,3 - though for 

1 Hom. VIII. c. 5: OVTE yap av 1\fCJvac IJp.a TOlr ovoflaalv flopl/lar UAAaaO'CJV, TOll 
f./!" Ovn: Tn!' Toii 'l1/aov 1f'apovaia!, xpda ftv, alwva Tpe;rcl. 
tl'lf'ep c't.f eavTC;W TO eVAOYOV voeiv l{lov 8 Hom. Ill. c. 26: 'PllTa 1f'por/JllTetm, O'a
MVTO. pi'j Uyet. 

:I Hom. III. c. 20: 'O~ a1f" apx1i!' a[&vor, 
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the rest, he . indulges himself in extremely violent and tortuous inter
pretations, with a view to favor his own peculiar opinions. 

Since the author of the Clementines required of the prophet, that he 
should announce the truth in calmness of spirit, and in simple, clear, and 
unambiguous language, with this requisition must correspond also the 
notion he formed to himself of inspiration, and of the prophet's mental 
state. He rejected the Platonic notion of an tvf)oVUlaUflOr corresponding 
to the pavia, - of an ecstatic state of the prophet, such as occurs in the 
Jewish theology of the Alexandrian school, and lies at bottom of the 
legend respecting the origin of the Alexandrian version. In the case 
of the true prophet, he would not allow that there was any such state 
of ecstasy, in which, borne onward by the might of a higher actuating 
spirit, the prophet announced greater things than he could himself com
prehend. Such a state, he supposed, did not agree with the nature of 
the divine Spirit, - for this is a Spirit of quiet and of order, - but 
corresponded to the character of the demoniacal spirit, which is a spirit 
of confusion. Such states as might occur in pagan divination, and at 
the pagan oracles, ought not to be transferred to the true prophet. If 
a person is impelled, sometimes by this and at other times by that spirit, 
announces sometimes what the divine Spirit, and at other times what 
his own spirit suggests to him, then the criterion is wanting, by which 
to separate, in his discourse, the true from the false. The prophet, 
who appeared· for the restoration of the true religion, and from whom 
men were to learn to distinguish the genuine from the spurious, in 
the earlier records of religion, would himself make it necessary to re
peat the same separation over again. The author of the Clementines 
had a true perception of the fact, that nothing analogous to the ecstasy 
is to be observed in the ease of Christ; that the whole style in which 
he expresses himself, testifies of a calm consciousness, always clear as 
to its own meaning, always selt:possessed. But as it was the peculiar 
bent of many, in this period, to be looking for the full and complete 
everywhere alike, to allow of no gradual transitions and intermediate 
steps, so the author of the Clementines requires in all manifestations 
of the prophetic gift, what corresponds to this complete conceptio? of 
prophecy, as it was fulfilled in Christ; and all else he sets down as be
longing to false prophecy. The true prophet must be eyer, like Christ, 
one with himself; must have with him the divine Spirit at all times 
alike.I . Now, as he could not apply this notion of prophecy to the 
prophets of the Old Testament; as he found in them a great deal th~t 
was obscure, a great deal expressed r~specting· the Messiah and hIS 
k~n1Sdom, whi?h, literally understood, - as everything announced ~y 
dlYrne revelatlOn should be understood, - did by no means agree With 
the appearance and conduct of Jesus as the Messiah; so he looked 
upon all this as. a mark of the spurious prophetic spirit, which was cal
culated to decClve. And so the Jews did, in fact, suffer themselves to 
be led astray, by this ambiguous or false matter in the prophets, when 
they were looking for a worldly Messiah,2 and a worldly kingdom of 

1 Hom. YIn. c. ll'and 12. , L. c. c. 22 and 23. 
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the Messiah; when they expected in the Messiah, the son of David, 
not the Son of ,God,l and hence did not acknowledge Jesus as the 
'Messiah. 

We may well presume that, when men of the peculiar spiritual bent 
which characterized the Essenes, became possessed of the idea of the 
Messiah, they would show themselves to be opposed, on this side also, 
to the common Pharisaic notions, and would shape the idea in accord
ance with their own mystico-ascetic spirit. Such a peculiar shaping 
forms the ground-work of the Clementines. That Ebionite idea of 
spiritual poverty, of which we have spoken above; that striving after 
emancipation from the world, which was opposed to the secular direc
tion of the religious sentiment among the great body of the Jews, and 
the traces of which we perceive also in the Clementines as the product 
of such a shaping of the Ebionite spirit, would lead to a corr,esponding 
mode of apprehending the idea of the ~Iessiah and of his kingdom. 
Opposition to the secular and political element entering into the no
tion of the Messiah - to the views of the Chiliasts, would necessarily 
spring out of it; and so we find the case to be in the Clementines. 
Now as the author was incapable of understanding the organic histori
cal connection, following the law of constant progress, in the successive 
steps of revelation - the gradual emerging of the idea, unfolding itself, 
under the actuation of God's Holy Spirit, out of its temporal envelope 
- as he was incapable of understanding this, he sees of course in every
thing that borders on that secular form of the idea respecting the Mes
siah, and on which the false expectation of the Jews had fastened, the 
pseUdo-prophetic element.2 

From these two opposite shapings of Ebionitism, which may be suc
cinctly denominated the Pharisaic and the Essenian,3 there would arise, 
in the next place, two opposite ways of contemplating the gospel his
fury, - of which the one would seek to get rid of all incipient appear
ances of the supernatural in the history of Christ's childhood, and of 
everything that would lead to the recognition of a higher nature and 
dignity there; the other would endeavor to expunge everything which 
represented him as the son of David, - the potentiated David.4 While 

1 Thus in Hom. XVIII. c. 13, the passage 
Matth. II: 27, is explained as spoken in 
oppo~ition to the Jews, who in the Messiah 
!law the son of David, and not the son of 
God. 

2 Hom. III. c. 22. 23, etc., where the con
tr~.,t between true and false prophets is 
seIzed with reference to this point. 

8 By employing which term, however, we 
Would not be understood to maintain, that 
this particular shaping of Ehionitif;m pro
ceeded directly from the scet of the Essenes j 
but we reO'ard Essenism as being only one 
particular'" manifestation of a religious bent 
of mind which extended still farther_ See 
Vol. I. p. 43, f. 

The author of the Clementilles proba
bly belonged to that class of the Ebionites 
who acknowledged the supernatural birth of 
Christ; for in opposing those who acknowl

edged the prophets of the Old Testament, 
but did not reckon Adam among the proph
ets, he f:ays, (Hom. III. c_ 20:) "If ono 
cannot discern the holy spirit of the Mes
siah in the man produced immediately by 
God's creative hand, (TciJ InfO ;tt:tpwV -&eov 
Kvoq>0pll-&fv" uv-&pcJrrltJ,) 1iWr lripltJ TlV'l CK 
flvuapar UTaY0l'Or yeyeVllflevltJ OtVovr exEtv, 
ob Til fliytUTa (i.ue{3El ~" It seems implied 
here, that in the last fonn of manifestation 
of the Adam-spirit, there must have been' 
something annloO'ons to the immediate ex
ercise of -God's ~rcative power, as contra
distingnished from ordinary hirth, lI, flvaa
par UTayovo~, (the wny in which the false 
prophcts came into existence.) It is true, 
the question arises then, how he reprcsent
ed to himself the origin of others, whom he 
regarded no less as forms of manifestation 
of the primal spirit. 

i 
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the great mass of worldly minded Jews were unwilling to acknowledge 
Jesus as the Messiah, because they did not find realized in him every 
feature of the Messiah's image presented to them in the prophets; 
while the Christian church teachers, without distinguishing the peculiar 
positions held by the prophetS in the development of the Theocracy 
from the more advanced position of Christianity, contrived byallegori
cal shifts to introduce the fully developed Christian scheme into the 
prophets; while the opponents of Judaism among the Gnostics laid hold 
of the discrepancy between the appearance of Christ and the idea of 
the Messi~ contained in the letter of the prophetic writings, to prove 
that an absolute opposition existed betwixt Judaism and Christianity;
the author of the· Olementines opposed to all this another view of the 
idea of'inspiration and of the prophetic gift, by which, while the divine 
character of the Mosaic religion was upheld, the writings of the proph
ets were represented not as constituting any part which belonged to the. 
progressive completion of that relit,rion, but as something wholly alien 
from it. He may have .attached himself to a sect among the Jews 
which exalted Moses far above the prophets, and which placed the 
writings of the prophets, to say the least, far below the Pentateuch.! 

This view of the corruption of the original truth by becoming inter
mixed with foreign elements in the records of revelation, stands con
nected with a remarkable idea concerning the process of the develop
ment of religious faith, and the law observed by the revelations of God 
to mankind. That intermixture was designed, for instance, for the 
special purpose of trying the godlike temper in man. The conscioug. 
ness of God, love to God, should be so strongly developed in the man 
of piety, as to reject at once as spurious all those declarations at vari
ance with it, which have become incorporated into the records of relig
ion. The criterioI;l, accordingly, in this case, was in the disposition;
every thing was to depend on the cherishing of a disposition in which 
genuine faith had become rooted.2 "The Holy Scriptures do not lead 
men into error, but only cause the hidden disposition of everyone to 
be made manifest. Thus each man finds a God in the Holy Scriptur~s 
such as he would have him to be." 3 In another recension of this 
work, the Recognitions of Clement, which are known to us only in the 
shape given to them by the version of Rufinus, this idea is also applied 
to God's mode of revealing himself in the works of nature and in the 
entire life of humanity; " that which may. create doubt every where ac

1 Epiphanius knew of an Ebionite party, v6Uf:c.Jr TOVr Trpocp~Tar Af:AaA7JKtvat. I~ 
who reeeived the Pentateuch alone as the Combefis. bibliothecro grrecor. patr. auctan
divine b,?ok of the Old Testament, yet did urn novissimum Pars I. f. 113. Paris, 1672. 
not admit the authority even of this in its 2 As to the end which the introduction of 
whole extent, and who acknowledO"cd Christ those false declarations, (rwv f3Arzu~6f~v 

•alone a.<3 0. true prophet, and r~presented Trf:pllCorrwv) were to subserve, the HomIlies 
the prophets of the Old Testament as say: TOVTO YCYOVf:V AOYltI Kat Kpiuu, orrc.:r 
prophets endowed merely with human in eAt:yX~wuLV, riVEr TOAflWUlV Tel KaTa TOV 
sight, (11JVCUf:c.Jr rrpQ(p~rar, Kal OVIC aArr{hiar;. ~f:OV ypacptvTa CPlA1JKOc.Jr ex£LV, TivEr ~£ 
Hrores.30. c. 15 et 18. A depreciation of aTopyij T~ TrpOC' avT'OV TeL KaT' aVToV AerO
the prophets springing out of some such flEva fl1J floVOV u7rtuuiv, uAAU fl1J cJe -mv
Ebionite principle, we find described also in apxnv UICOVElV civiXf:~a,. Hom. U. c. 38. 
the words of Methodius, who wrote in the 8 Hom. XVI. c. 10_
beginning of the 4th eentury: 'E~ Miar Kt

http:Hrores.30
http:CPlA1JKOc.Jr
http:11JVCUf:c.Jr
http:v6Uf:c.Jr
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companying that which leads to faith in a divine providence." 1 It is 
interesting to observe, how the author;of the Clementines was led by his 
peculiar cosmological and theological system to express, for the first time, 
that great and fruitful idea which the profound Pascal, from an entire
ly different point of view, has so beautifully unfolded in his apologetic 
" Thoughts; " - the idea in which various difficulties, standing in the 
way of religious faith, first meet their solution, and which points to the 
true connection between believing piety and liberal science.' . 

Strongly prominent as the conception of outward revelation, of the 
authority of a ·true prophet, is made in the Clementines, nO less care
fully notwithstanding is the author of this work on his guard, as is evi
dent from what has been' said, against giving a one-sided outwardness 
to the supranaturalist principle. The universal revelation proceeding 
from Adam becomes - as we see - at the same time, an inward one in 
the conscience. Every new revelation, by which the matter of the first 
was to be restored to its original purity, is calculated with reference to 
the inward state of recipiency, the inner consciousness of God and of 
truth. The good man dares to believe nothing, on whatever authority 
it may be presented, which stands in contradiction with God (the gen
eral idea of God) and with God's creation. The nature related to 
God is the spot where the inner revelation of God takes place. In the 
truth, implanted by God in the depths of the human mind, all other. 
truth is contained; - the revelation of the Divine Spirit does but bring 
this up to consciousness.2 This revelation of God, coming forth from 
within, is something higher and more trust-worthy than any revelation 
by visions and dreams, which, after all, is something without the man, 
a~d pre-supposes in him an estrangement from the God, who stands to 
hlm ill so outward a relation.3 

According to the doctrine of this work, then, the first father of the 
human race was moved by the love of his children, scattered through
o~t the world, to appear once more on the earth in the person of J eSUB 
~mself, for the purpose of purifying the original religion from the addi
tIons which distorted it. This purpose of his appearance is intimated 
by him, when he says, Matth. 5 : 17, " Think not I am come to destroy 
the law,4 but to fulfil." What he has destroyed, then, cannot possibly 
belong to what he calls the law, to that primitive religion.5 He appeared 
particularly for the purpose of extending his blessings to his other chi!
~ren, to the Gentiles, and of delivering to them also that pure, primi
tive religion, which had been constantly handed down by a consecrated 
few among the Jewish people.6 Hence the doctrine of Christ is alto
gether one with the pure and original doctrine of :Moses. The Jewish 
mystic, the Essenian or any person of that class, who embraced Chris

• 1 Nihil omnino est, quod fidem providen opa/lurlJV Ka~ lVV1rVllJV, TU "e 1rpOr; tpi?ov
hre faciat, et non habeat e contrario aliud uro/la Kar" urofla. .. 
ad infidelitatem paratum. Recognition. 1. 4 The words "rovr; rrpotp~rar;" are arbi
VIII. c. 53. trarily omitted here, because the prophets 

2 'Ev TV EV ~fliv lie 'l9-eov Tt-&elml urrepfla were not recognized by the author. 
Tllei:Jr; 1raua eveuTLV 1J al..~'I9-ela, 'l9-cofJ oe 6 Hom. III. ~ 51. 
;tetpl uKerrtTal Kal arrOl,aI..V1rTCral. 6 Ta u.,r ali:Jvof tv ICpvrrri{J a~iOlr rrapa

a Hom. XVII. 4 18: Tu Tq~ bPrq~ ",' "'OOflcva ICT/pVUUlJV. . . 
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tianity, was not obliged to adopt a new doctrine; the doctrine of Christ 
was for him but a confirmation of this earlier relihrious belief; he only 
rejoiced to behold that secret do'ctrine now made the common property 
of mankind, - a thing which before seemed to him impracticable. In 
Jesus he witnessed a new appearance of that Adam, whom he had con
stantly reverenced as the source of all that is true and godlike in hu
manity. "None but the father could so love his own children, as 
Jesus loved men. His greatest sorrow was, that he must. be striven 
against by those in their ignorance, for whom he strove as his children; 
and yet he loved them that hated him, yet he wept over the disobe
dient, yet he blessed them that blasphemed him, yet he prayed for his 
enemies; and these things he not only did himself, as a father, but also 
taught his disciples to pursue the same course of conduct towards men 
as their brethren." 1 

Hence, then, the conclusion -" that the same primitive religion is 
to be found in the pure doctrine of Moses, and in Christianity; - he 
who possesses the former, may dispense with the latter; and he who 
possesses the latter, with the former: - provided the Jew does not 
blaspheme Ghrist, whom he knows not, nor the Ohristian, Moses, whom 
he knows not. But he who is counted worthy of attaining to the 
knowledge of both, to find in the doctrine announced by both but one 
and the same truth, is to be esteemed as a man rich in God, - one 
who has found in the old that which has become new, and in the new, 
that which is old; -an allusion, doubtless, to the passage in Matth.13: 
52.2 The Jew and the Christian owe it entirely to the grace of God, 
that they have been led by these revelations of the primal man, - re
peated under different forms, one by 1\loses, another by Christ, - W 
the knowledge of the Divine will. After they have obtained this, then, 
without any help from themselves, that which now does depend on 
themselves is, to carry out in their conduct all that is prescribed by 
Moses or by Christ. .It is in this way,· too, they entitle themselves to a 
reward." 

Now if we must recognize, in the author of the Clementines, after 
this exposition of his system, the representative of some Jewish prinCl· 
pIe of doctrine, peculiarly modified cy a ¥fay of thinking closely allied 
to Essenism, a principle according to which the work of Christ is not 
prominently set forth as the main point, but Christ is considered simply 
in the light of a teacher and lawgiver, the revealer of the truth which 
had been previously taught and transmitted as a secret doctrine;
then it becomes evident in what sort of relation, or rather opposition, he 
ID';!st. have stood to the teachings of the Apostle Paul. The Jewish 
pnnmple, apprehended in this exclusive and one-sided manner, was wont 
to express a peculiar hostility to this Apostle; we may expect, therefor~, 
to find the same hostile relation mcistin ry in the case before us. It IS 

true, Paul is no"here mentioned by n:me; but the author may have 

1 Hom. TIl. § 19. av~p tv ffeifJ lrAOVO'to~ /CaT1/ptffp1/Tat, ra r£ 
~ Hom. VIII. § 7; nA~V ;, rtf l(aTa~tcJ ap;raia vea rifJ XpOVf.) /Ca~ ra /Catva lraAat4 

{jet:" rov~ uptporepovr EmyvCJvat, Qr ptar VEVOTJICW~. 
duJal1/CaA.iar 1nr' avrCJV /Ct/CTJPVr~1Jr, oVTOr 

http:Matth.13
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had his reasons for preferring to attack the principles of the Apostle, 
witho~t introducing his name; and this !s the course' actually taken in 
the epIstle of Peter to James, prefixed to the Clementines; 1 where, by 
the unknown enemy, who corrupted the doctrine harmonizing with the 
Mosaic law, which was preached by Peter, no other person can be un
derstood than Paul.2 If it was of any consequence to the author of the 
Clementines to carry out the idea of his work in a consistent manner, 
without playing his part falsely, he could allow nothing to be seen in 
the present but the germ of the future; and was obliged to represent 
tho8e tendencies of his own time, which he really meant to combat, as 
though they had been already attacked in their principle by the Apos
tle Peter. Accordingly he assails several of the tendencies which first 
began to appear in the bud during the second century, such as .Gnosti
cism, perhaps also Montanism; but he transfers them all to the contem
poraryof the Apostle Peter, Simon 1\Iagus, who, on account of the 
opinion entertained of him in the first centuries, was very generally re
garded as the representative and forerunner of all the heretical tenden
cies of later times. As Peter is the representative of the pure doctrine 
of revelation; so in his view every thing conspired in the person of 
Simon Magus to denote the blending together of all erroneous tenden
cies in one image, wherein the analogies to individual appearances in 
later times cannot be distinguished,with certainty. In the sense of the 
author, the Pauline doctrine concerning the relation of the gospel to 
the law belonged, without any doubt, among the number of these. And 
the remark is, in all probability, aimed against the Apostle Pa,!l, when 
Peter says to Simon Magus, " Why should Christ have remained with 
his disciples and instructed them an entire year,3 if one might be formed 

1 This perhaps did not proceed from the 
same author as the Clemen tines. So we 
might conclude from the fact, that he dif· 
fers from the Clemen tines in his view of the 
~ld Testament prophets, inasmuch as their 
divine authority is presupposed, and only 
the necessity of having a key to the right 
understanding of them ~rgued from the 
ambiguity of their language. 

2 It is very evident that Peter alludes to 
'What is related in the epistle of Paul to the 
Galatians, when he says: "I sec already 
the heginn;ng of the evil j for some of the 
Gentiles have rejected the doctrines taught 
by me, which are in harmonv with the law, 
having adopted an anti.legal and fabulous 
doctrine from the man who is my enemy, 
(Toii i::r&pov lw&pf;nrov llvopov Tlva Kat 
fAvapwo7j np0rJ7jKUpeVOL oloaO'KaAtav:) And 
this is what some have undertaken to do 
even during my life.ti~e. wresti!lg my 
'Words by various false mte~pretatlOns, to 
the subversion of the law, as If I also were 
really, though I did not openly express it, 
of the same opinion." 

8 A supposition, of which ~e find many 
traces even in writers belongmg to the first 
centnry, and which might have easily orig· 

VOL. I. 31 

inuted in the defective chronological ar
rangement of events 'in the gospel history, 
as we find it the synoptical writers. Had 
the author known, however, from the gos
pel of John, that the ministry of Christ lasted 
several years, he assuredly had special good 
reason for putting down sf'}-'cral years instead 
of one. We shan find It probable, there
fore, that he made no use of John's gospel. 
Yet there Ilre to be found in the Clemen
tines declarations of Christ, which bear a 
close resemblance to the altogether peculiar 
tvpe of Christ's discourses as exhibited in 
this gospel, and which appear so nearly the 
same with particular sayings of Christ, 
which are nowhere to be met with but in 
this gospel, that we cannot avoid perceiving 
them to be essentially identical. We must 
either suppose, then, that these sayings 
came to the knowledge of the author 
through some other collection or narrative 
dr:twn from the gospel of John, or that he 
found in his evaniALOv KO{f' 'E{3paiovr such 
words of Christ taken from tradition, which 
John has communicated in the original 
connection in which they were spoken. The 
latter will appear to have been the true state 
of the case, if we compare the fonn of these 
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into a teacher by a vision? If, however, thou hast been made an apos
tle after having been instructed by him in a momentary appearance, 
then preach his words, love his apostles, and fight not against me, who 
have lived in his society." 1 There appears also to be some allusion to 
the reaction of the Jewish Christian scheme against the Pauline type 
of doctrine, which took place at the close of the age of St. Paul, when 
Peter lays it down as a law, that, as the appearance of falsehood m~st 
uniformly precede the revelation of the truth, - Simon Magus havmg 
preceded Peter, - so the false gospel must first be spread by a teacher 
of error, (Paul,) and then, after the destruction ot the temple, the true 
gospel must be secretly disseminated, for the rectification of the subse
quent heresies, (in accordance with that taste for mystery which char
acterized a tendency so closely allied to Essenism ;)2 and so likewis~ at 
the end of all, the Antichrist would precede the appearance of Ch~lst. 

It must have proved difficult, it is true, for that rigid EbionitIsm 
which maintained the perpetual validity of the Mosaic law, when ~he 
Christian church had once established itself on an independent footmg 
among the pagans, to make proselytes from among the members of th~t 
body; but it seems to follow, notwithstanding, from the words of J ustm 
Martyr, which have been cited above, that such attempts still continued 
to be made in his time, and not always without success; for he speaks 
of Pagan Christians, who had been ,induced to unite the observance of 
the Mosaic law with the Christian faith.s 

As it would appear, then, from the exposition which has been given, 
that there were various grades of difference amongst those who were 
inclined to the Ebionite way of thinking, so there were also such grades 
of difference amongst the Pagan Christians in their relation to the Ebi
onites; from a mild and tolerant, intermediate tendency, to downright 
opposition. In these diversities, too, we meet once more with those 
various shades which had already begun to appear in the apostolic age. 
On both sides, error could find some point of union. That tendency 
which strove to reconcile the differences between Jewish and Pagan 
Christians, might be led wrong by the habit of surrendering itself too 
much to the influence of the Jewish spirit; the more repulsive tenden· 

sayings, as they occur in the Clemen tines, 
with the form in which we find them in the 
gospel according to John. 

1 Hom. XVII. § 19. 
2 Hom. II. c. 17: IIpiJTov 1/levOf:r; oct 

f~~elv evaryeAw~ lnro 7rAavov TlVOr, Kat M' 
OVTCJr, !,-eTa Ka~atpel1tv Toii ayiov -r07rOV ev
ayyeAtov aA7J~f:r Kpvrpa Ota7refl¢~iJval. ' 

8 Justin's words are, (1. c. f. 266:) Tovr; 
of: 7ret~o!,-fvovr aVToir; e7r2 riJv evvo!'-ov 7rO
ALTeiav !,-eTa TOl) !pvAal1l1etv TnV elr TUV 
Xptl1~UV TO~ ~eoii 01!0Aoyiav Kat I1CJ~~(JerJ
~al t(JCJr V7rOAa!'-{3avCJ. We take it for 
granted, in the view of the matter which 
we have given in the text, that the author 
is her~ speaking not of Jews but of pagans. 
On the other hand, the Diaconus C. Semisch 
in his Monograph on Justin Martyr, (Theil 
II. S. 236, Anm. I,) 8 work distinguished 

for profound, extensive and candid iJ.lquiI1' 
nnderstands the author as alluding m thiS 
case also to Jews. But since, in the preced
ing passage, those Jewish Christians .h~V! 
been described who were for CODstrmnlll" 
the pagans to observe the Mosaic law, I do 
not see how we can suppose that Jews are 
meant arrain by " those who followed them, 
and pas~d over to the observance of the 
law." The latter must necessatily be n 
different class from the former, and there
fore pagan Christians only can be meant. 
It is evident, moreover, that Justin does n~t 
express himself with the same mildness In 
speaking of the latter, as in speaking of t~e 
fonner i for with regard to one class . e 
simply testifies his disapprobation, but W1~ 
regard to the others he says doubtfully," e 
believes they would perhaps be saved." 
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cy might in" this way be pushed onward to an ultra PauIinism, breaking 
loose from the connection of all the other types of apostolic doctrine, 
and gradually passing over into the province of Gnosticism. These 
more rigid Pagan Christians, who by no means adhered to the genuine 
principles of St. Paul, we find represented by that class of whom Justin 
says, that" they pronounced the like sentence of condemnation on all 
who still observed the Mosaic law, even those who were not wishing to 
obtrude it on the Gentile Christians; maintained that such could not 
~e saved; and renounced all Christian fellowship and all manner of 
mtercourse with them. l The milder tendency of the Pagan Christian 
party is presented .to us, on the other hand, in the person of Justin 
Martyr himself. He is ready to extend the right hand of fellowship to 
those Jewish Christians, who, although they observed the Mosaic law 
for themselves, yet were not for obliging the Gentiles to do the same. 
lIe knew how to overlook the weakness of a subordinate position,2 
which must present itself in the interval between Judaism and Gentilism; 
to distinguish an inferior and still defective stage of Christian knowl
edge, from" the heretical element. But even on those Jewish Chris
tians who, while they maintained the absolute validity of the Mosaic 
law, yet united with it faith in Christ, he pronounced no anathema, ex
Cluding them from salvation, but simply witnessed that he could not 
agree with them. And, what is still more, even from the less excusa
ble Gentile Christians, who had allowed themselves to be drawn away, 
by the deceptive representations of Judaizing proselyte makers, to adopt 
the Mosaic law, even from these he ventures not to exclude all hope of 
salvation; he says, they may perhaps be saved by their faith in Jesus as 
t4eir Saviour. He is ever true to the principle of the apostolic church, that 
faith in Jesus as the :M:essiah is the sole ground of salvation; and this 
faith he still acknowledges to exist, even where it is accompanied with 
all defective Christian knowledge. So mildly did he judge respecting 
those who were still entangled in that error; although he must have 
known, without doubt, that they were far removed, not only in their views 
of the Mosaic law, but also in their opinion concerning the person of 
Christ, from what he considered to be Christian truth. He speaks ex
pressly, also, of those who recognized Christ barely as a man born of 
men,s and without adding any harsher word, he simply says, he does 
not agree with them,4 because he held only to the doctrine of Christ 
and of the prophets. He was under the necessity of speaking with 

1 M7]!Se lColvwve'iv oplAiar; ~ t("rL~ TO'l~ it was ohserved just before, that the doctrine 
'T'OloVrOlr; ToAfi:Jvrer;. of a preexisting divine nature of the Messiah 

2 AUL TOV acngever; Tiir YVcJYllr;, as he ex was one peculiarly foreign to tlwse of their 
presses it. race, viz. the Jewish, we might be 'led to 

S Ed. Colon. f. 267. It is the Ebionites, conjecture, that Justin expressed himself 
without doubt whom he has particularly in thus: "Hence there are many of your race, 
".ie'Y here; aithough other Christians of (of Jewish descent,) who do indeed ac
SImilar views may be meant at the same knowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but hold 
time, if we may assume that the reading him to be a mere man." We do not ven
of the manuscript is correct: "Tlver; am) ture, however, to pronounce the reading 
'T'oii nflerepov yevovr;." Yet taking into •• vpertpov" to be the one necessarily re
Consideration that the phrase "Vflf.n:pov quired bv the context. 
yevor;" is a d~signation of the Jews, and that 4 aIr QU aVVTUJeuaL. 
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more sharpness against the Gnostics, since by these, as will hereafter 
be shown, the fundamental doctrine itself of the historical Christ was 
attacked. 

This mild tone of judgment with regard to the Ebionites by no means 
warrants us, then, to suppose that Justin himself was inclined to Ebio
nitism.1 The very manner in which he expresses himself with regard. 
to the Judaizing Christians, as parties with whom he had no sympathy, 
is sufficient evidence to the contrary, - as well as the Pauline element 
of his Theology,2 respecting which there can be no mistake. Indeed, 
how could that man be possibly inclined to Ebionitism, who could assert 
that Christians of a more genuine stamp sprang from the midst of the 
pagans, than from the midst of the J ews,3 - who gave it to be under
stood that the genuine and full understanding of Christianity must first 
proceed from the pagans. 

Such mildness in passing judgment on the different stages of devel
opment in Christianity did not, indeed; last for any length of time. It 
is only among the Alexandrian church teachers that the traces of such 
mildness once more make their appearance; and indeed this was a pe
culiarity which stood connected with their whole tendency of mind, 
hereafter to be described. Thus Origen 4 again recognizes in these Ebio
nites weak brethren, whom Christ notwithstanding did not reject; for 
he was even to them the Messiah, from whom they expected all their 
help, although they acknowledged in him only the Son of David, not 
the Son of God. In his fine allegorical exposition of the story of Bar
timeus, Mark 10: 46, he represents the blind man who accosted Jesus 
as the Ebionite, and the many who bid him to be silent, as the be
lievers from among the heathen, who for the most part have higher 
views of the person of Jesus. "But," he continues, "although the 
many bid him be silent, he cries still the more, since he believe,S on 
Jesus, although he believes on him rather after the human manner,s 
and says, Son of David, have mercy on me." 6 

From Ebionitism, however, we must distinguish7 certain elements, 
possessing some affinity with Ebionitism, but involving a grossly mate
rial view of Christianity, since they adhered to the sensuous envelope 
of the letter, and failed of penetrating to its spirit; that materialist ele
ment of the religious spirit, in affinity with the Jewish position, which 
betrayed itself, for example, in the anthropo-morphism and anthropo-pa-

1 As is maintained by many in modem 8 See above, Vol. I. p. 63. 
times. For the history1tnd also a thorough 4 Matth. T. XVI. c. 12. 
refutation of this opinion, consult the abovc 5 lllO'TeYCJV flev 17r~ TO'll 'I1/O'ovv, avfJpCJ
cited work of Scmisch, (Th. II. p. 233.) 7rt1ccJrepov oe l!'tO'T'evCJv. , 

l! That be neyer quotes St. Paul hyname 6 OiTtVer l!'ap' bAlyovr Ul!'avrer l!'e7f'tO'TtV
can be no evidence to the contrary' althouO'h /CaO'lV aUTOV lIC 7f'apfJivov yeyevfjq{}at. 
we should not be inclined, with S~misch to This theory. in the germ, is to be found 
account for this silence on the cround that in Clement of Alexandria: 01 /.leV l!'oAAol 
the Dialogue cum Tryphone ~as written vIe lla{3lO lAi1/O'ov fle EAeyov, bAtrOt c1E vlov 
expressly with reference to the Jews. 'Ve lytyvCJO'Kov Tot; 'l9-eoii. Strom. 1. VI. f. 680. 
'find elements derived from the apostle John 'I' The neglect of this distinction, and the 
.also in the same work, although John 'is too indiscriminate application of the t~rm 
nowhere named; and in general, with the Ebionitism, have, in recent times, gIven 
exception of the scriptures of the Old Tes occasion to many arbitrary historical com
tament, no writing is cited by name but the binations and hypotheses. 
Commmtarie3 of the Apostles. 
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thism of the doctrine concerning God; ill the low, worldly views of the 
kingdom to be founded by Christ on earth; in Chiliasm. A tendency 
of this kind might easily take its rise also in paganism, since it found a 
ready point of union in the sensuous element of spiritual culture gener
ally; and this would, of itself, stand forth prominently as the first stage 
of evolution, until the influence of Christianity, like the leaven, had 
more fully penetrated the entire mode of thinking. Although we find 
among Jewish tendencies the first traces of an intermixture of the theo· 
cratic principles of the Old and New Testaments, and hence the trans· 
ference of the Old Testament priesthood into the Christian church,l yet 
it by no means follows, that this corruption of the great Christian prin
ciple, concerning which we have spoken in the history of the church 
constitution, is to be traced ultimately and every where to such a 
Source. We see the opposite case to this in the Roman church, where 
the development of the Christian life, which proceeded in the first place 
from a Pauline, Gentile Christian principle,2 could afterwards~ through 
that outward and formal notion of the church· which found its point of 
attachment in the political element of the Roman spirit, make open 
room for the reaction of the Jewish element that had been vanquished 
by Paul. 

This new intermixture of Jewish and Christian principles contributed 
to call forth the reaction of that opposite tendency of mind, already de
scribed as to its great features in the introductory remarks to the pres
ent section, - we mean the Gnostic tendency, - which at length must 
bring about a total separation of Christianity from its organic connec
tion with Judaism. But Gnosticism is one link of a greater series of 
phenomena peculiar tQ this period, originating in the vast interchange 
among nations which this age witnessed, the contact of the East with 
the West, and the intermingling of the Eastern and Western spirit,
such a series of events as occurs in history only at rare intervals. 

We see how Christianity announces itself to the East and the West 
as a new power in the history of the world; how oriental and occidental 
minds are attracted by it, and peculiar combinations of both are formed 
under the influence of Christianity; a proof of the great energy with 
which it begins to operate on the spiritual life of the Eastern and West
ern nations. A transient, though stupendous phenomenon indeed, but 
premonitory of the enduring influence which Christianity was to pro
duce in more distant future times. This series of phenomena we now 
propose more distinctly to consider. 

Sects which originated in the blending of Christianity with ancient Oriental Views. 

The list of these commences with the great family of the Gnostic 
sects, in which this intermingling of the old oriental spirit with Chris· 
tianity made its earliest appearance. 'Ve shall speak first therefore 
of the 

1 On this ground, we find asserted alrea 2 See the evidence in favor of this origin 
dv, (in '.restament. IV. of Judas, c. 21,) of the Roman church, in my Apostol. 
Hildebrand's principle. of the subordination Zeitalter, Bd. I. S. 384 fr. 1Ve shall return 
~f the kingdom to the priesthood: t1J~ vrrep. to the subject once more in another connee· 
e,tet ovpavo~ riU; r~~, oiJT(.J~ vrrepexet ~eoii tion. 
lepaTeLa T1;r err, r~r /3autAel.ar. 

3t· 
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Gnostic Sects., 

General Remarks on the OrifJl'n and Character o/these Sects, on their Common Char~teristiCl, 
and the Specific Differences, constituting the Grownds of their Subdivision, 

To appreciate rightly the historical importance of this great phe
nomenon, we must contemplate it from several different points of view. 
We perceive in it, in the first place, the reaction of the aristocratic 
spirit, ruling supreme in the life and making itself felt in the religion 
and philosophy of the old world, against the Christian principle by 
which it was overthrown, against the recognition of one religious faith 
whereby all the distinctions hitherto subsisting among men in relation to 
the higher life were to be abolished, and all united together in one 
higher fello,vship of life. As the aristocracy of knowledge and culture 
had at first spurned this faith with contempt, and set itself in hostile 
opposition to it, so afterwards, when Christianity had found its way among 
the educated men and seekers after wisdom, the same principle was at
tracted itself on many sides by Christianity, and sought to incorpor~te 
itself with it. To such a tendency the very name employed to dCS1g· 
nate this phenomenon, the Gnosis, refers, which denotes the religion of 
knowledge and of one who knows, as opposed to the faith of th~ multi
tude (7rLaTtf rwv 7rOAAWV.) We have seen 1 how already among the Alex
andrian Jews such a philosophic system of religion had been formed 
under the influence of Platonism, which would exalt itself above, or set 
itself up in opposition to, the common religil)us faith. Such a tendency 
now found its way into Christianity. But in the present case, Orien
talism was added to HellE1nism, - the Oriental Theosophy to the PIa,. 
tonic philosophy. As on the practical side, in church life, the old 
distinction between priesthood and laity had insinuated itself into the 
development of Christianity, so here we perceive a similar reaction of 
the ante-christian principle on the theoretic side. As we find there t~e 
antithesis between priesthood and laity, so here we find the antitheSIS 
between knowers and believers, - a hierarchy of another kind. Beside 
that practical distinction between the spiritual and the secular class, the 
other distinction established itself, which had grown up in the theoretica~ 
domain, - the distinction between the privileged natures, the men of 
intellect, whose vocation it was to know, the 7rVcvpartKOi, and the rude 
mass of the 1/lVXtKOt, who could not rise above blind and implicit fai.th. 
W~ ~ay observe uniformly, that all reactions against the Chrjsb~n 
prmclple .are first called forth by occasion of some defective or dIg. 
colored Vl~W of that principle, and are directed against this: and we 
cann~t fall to see, that it was so in the present instance. If greater 
r:rommen,ce ha~ been given in the church to the genuine Pauline concep
tIOn of fmth, thIS reaction, oriO'inatinO' in an over valuation of knowledge, 
(that w~ich ~aul himself de~gnated by the phrase aOif'iav '1JTEiv,) mig?t 
have arIsen mdeed; yet the elevation of mind which is grounded 1Il 

1 See the account of the Alexandrian theology in the general Introduction. 
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the essence of faith as thus understood, would not have been so easily 
overlooked. But this conception had now become generally very much 
obscured; and instead of it there was to be found only the notion of 
faith, in the sense of trust on outward authority, which by itself alone 
could not obtain the reward qf eternal life, but must have added to it 
besides, good works actuated by love. Such a faith might with good 
reason be characterized as a subordinate position of the Christian life, 
something which was more truly Jewish than Christian; and this fur
nished Gnosticism with a plausible reason for its depreciation of faith.1 

Again, it cannot be denied that faith, taken according to that outward 
view of it, often placed itself in direct opposition to the striving after 
knowledge; holding fast on every thing as positive, as given from 
tvithollt, as an aggregate of separate, positive doctrines and precepts. 
But in Christianity, while faith was the starting point, inasmuch as it is 
the principle of completion for all that is purely human; so the craving 
after knowledge in religion was, without overstepping the limits of a 
strict conformity to nature, also to find its satisfaction. It was neces
sary, when Christianity entered into the spiritual life, that out of it 
should grow the craving to arrive at some clear consciousness of the 
connection between the truths communicated by revelation and the al
ready existing mental possessions of mankind, - as also of the internal 
harmony existing within the sphere of Christian truth itself as an or
ganic whole. But wherever such a craving, instead of being met and 
satisfied, must be violently suppressed, the one-sided tendency of the 
Gnosis found in this some ground of justification. An exclusively the
oretical tendency opposed itself to an exclusively practical one, and the 
defiCiency of the latter tended to introduce the former.2 

The nature of Gnosticism, as a reaction of the antique principle in 
religion against the Christian, stands closely connected with another 
point. The opposition both between an esoteric sacerdotal doctrine 
'and an exoteric religion of the people, and between a philosophic relig

1 The late Dr. Mohler made Gnosticism 
a precursor of Protestantism, and in en
deavoring to carry out his position, made 
~e of many arguments partially grounded 
1n truth. Among these half truths belongs 
the following: that Gnosticism, so far as its 
polemical attitude to the dominant church 
IS concerned, did undoubtedly agree with 
Protestantism. But there was this differ
ence; that the opposition in the two ten
dencies sprang out of an altogether differ
en.t .positive principle. In <!nosti~is~ it 
ongmated in a purcly theoretical pnnclple, 
a eonc~ption of the Gnosis which was for
eign from the ground-position of Christi
anity; - in Protestanti!'m, on the other 
h.and, it sprang out of the Pauline conc~p
bon of faith. once more restored and rem
stated in its rirrhts. M,lrcion alone consti
tutes an exception, and he may with more 
propriet.'/ be styled a precnrsor.of Protestant
IBm. rhus at the basis of thiS whole theo
ry of Mohler lies the truth, that Gnosticism, 

in so far as it was a reaction against the 
Jewish element that had become mixed in 
with Christianity, was a precursor of Pro
testantism j to which, however, it must be 
added, that as this reaction in Gnosticism 
proceeded from a different principle, so it 
was carried to an extreme which led to error 
of another kind. Marcion constitutes an 
exception in the first respect, not in the'last. 
But as a Jewish element mixed in with 
Christianity is perceived in Catholicism, 
when considered from the Protestant point 
of view, so on the other hand, Gnostic ele
ments might be naturally expected to mani
fest them~clves in Protestantism, as viewed 
from the Catholic position. 

2 Thus Origen told his friend Ambrosius 
he had been conducted to 8 false Gnosis : 
'A1roptq. ri:Jv 1rpur{3woVTCJV Ttl ICpciTTova,
flTJ tpipwv T:qV UAOYOV ICa2 lc5lCJTlIC1JV 1rll1TlV. 
Orig. T. V. in Joann. ~ 4. T. I. p. 172, cd. 
Lommatzsch. 

http:precnrsor.of
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ion and a mythical, popular faith, has its necessary ground in the fact, 
that antiquity was destitute of any independent means, adapted alike to 
all the stages of human culture, for satisfying the religious want. Such 
a means was supplied for all in the faith in great ltistorical facts, on 
which the religious consciousness of all men alike was to depend. The 
emancipation of religion, as well from all dependence on the elements 
of the world, of which emancipation we haye spoken in the history of 
worship, as from dependence on the wisdom of the world, which knew 
not God in!ti8 wisdom, was thereby secured. Now, as in the history 
of worship we observed a reaction of the earlier principle, which would 
force back religion once more under the yoke of the elements of the 
world; so in the Gnosis we observe a reaction of this kind, whereby 
religion was to forfeit on another side the freedom achieved for it by 
Christ, and to be made again dependent on human speculation. Chris
tianity gave a simple, universally comprehensible word for the solution 
of all the enigmas which had occupied all thinking minds; - a practi
cal answer to all the questions, with the answering of which speculation 
had busied itself in vain. It disposed the heart to a tone of feeling, by 
virtue of which, doubts which could not be resolved or got rid of by the 
efforts of speculative reason, were to be pra~ticany vanquished. But 
Gnosticism would make the system of religion depend once more on a 
speculative solution ~f all these questions; would in this manner first 
laj for it a firm foundation and provide for the correct understanding 
of it, so that men were in this way first to learn to comprehend Chris
tianity, first to attain that true firmness of conviction, which no longer 
depended on any external fact. 

Now, with regard to the speculative element in thes.e systems, we may 
remark that it is not the product of reason divorced from history, and 
resolving to draw the whole out of its own depths. As we noticed in 
the general Introduction, men had turned back again from the rational· 
ist principle, with which the bloom and vigor of the ancient history 
ended, into which Greek and Roman culture finally resolved itself, and 
had begun to search after the vestiges of the revelation of divine things 
in history. The empty void into which a mere negative philosophy 
merges, had taught the human spirit, craving after the real by virtue 
of an instinctive necessity, to seek again after a more positive philoso
phy. 'Ve have seen how, in this way, the efforts of a revived PI~ton· 
ism to explore and compare together the theologumena of ancient· peo
ples, had arisen. The example of a Plutarch has shown us how this 
tendency, proceeding out of Platonism itself, led to the fountains of the 
ancient ~ast. Platonism aimed to incorporate itself, it is true, with 
every thmg else; as this indeed resulted from the peculiar character 
of ~he Gre~i~n mind; but itself procured an entrance there?y for the 
OrIental splrlt, and the latter now revolted aO'ainst all domimon of the 
Grecian sp~ri~. It wa~ for subjecting the Grecian element. ~ its 0:vn 
sway, and III Its lofty flIghts soared far beyond the limits Wlthm whICh 
the Platonic philosophy had caused reason, confined wholly within it
self, to remain contented. The profound Plotinus felt himself calle~ 
upon afterwards to restore the original Platonism, as he believed It 



GNOSTICISM. 369 

should be systematically understood, to its purity and independence. 
He must seek to release the Grecian spirit from the dominion of the 
Oriental; must stand forth as the defender of the old Hellenic philoso
phy against the haughtiness and pride of the Oriental spirit, as he saw 
it exhibited in the Gnostics.l . . 

Accordingly we may trace, in the Gnostic systems, different ele· 
ments, although not blended together after the same manner in all,
elements of Platonic philosophy, of Jewish theology, and of old Oriental 
theosophy; and a more enlarged acquaintance with the different re· 
ligious systems of interior Asia might perhaps furnish many new par· 
ticulars, throwing light on the connection of these systems; but at the 
same time, great caution ·should doubtless be employed, lest, from an 
agreement which might spring from an inner ground, from the same 
essential tendencies of human nature, which result in like phenomena 
under like circumstances, the conclusion should be directly drawn that 
there had been some inter·communication from without. This Gnosis 
arrayed itself against Judaism, as a religion too material, too earthly, 
too confi!led, too little theosophic; -for how devoid of spirituality, how 
bald, how diminutive and empty must Judaism have appeared indeed, 
to men of this intellectual bent, compared with the old, colossal reli· 
gious systems of Asia; although, to him who understands the great pur· 
pose which religion is designed to answer in behalf of mankind, this 
same comparison which led them to despise Judaism, first discloses its 
full worth in relation to the religious development of humanity. Those 
~ncient religions seemed, in their enigmatical shapes, where man is 
Inclined to look for lofty wisdom much more than in what is simple, to 
promise them far greater insight into the question8 which excited their 
Inquiries . 

. Among the old Oriental systems of religion, Parsis:u, or the doc· 
tnnes of Zoroaster, had particularly, by means of the mtercourse of 
nations through many acrcs, and the power of the Dualistic element, 
which found a point of ~ympathy and union in the prevailing tone of 
the. minds of this period, acquired great cred~t and influence? - of 
whICh the Gnostic systems are themselves an eVldence. Yct thIS doc
trine appears here not to have been seized in a way suited to the origi. 
nal spirit of Parsism; for this was a practical spirit. According to 
Parsism, the crcation of the good principle uniformly comes first; pow· 
ers of the kingdom of light are everywhere at work in the world; -
Ahriman is but the disturbing and destructive principle. 'Vhile' the 
votary of this systcm oxercises an active and formative influence on 
~ature, governs and directs its wild energies and sets limits to destruc
tIon, he acts as a warrior in the service of Ormuzd for the overthrow 
of Ahriman. But in the Gnostic systems, though not in all alike, this 
practical element, this love of nature, retreats farther into the back
ground. Another spirit has here pervaded and remodeled this scheme. 
The power of the ungodly principle in the world appears greater; and 
hence arises the tendency to represent the spirit in affinity with God as' 

1 See Ennead. n. 1. IX. 
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abstaining from nature, which is alien from it, rather than as' exerting 
upon it a shaping and formative influence. We recognize in the Gnos
tic systems, considered on this side, rather the spirit of Brahmanism, 
and especially of Buddhaism, - that longing of the soul for release 
from the bonds of matter, (the world of Sansara,) of nature; - for 
reunion with the primal spirit, from whom all life has flowed; that 
striving after entire estrangement from human passions, and from all 
sublunary things, which strove to pass beyond the limits of finite exist
ence. Though there is no need of looking after causes in the shape 
of external influences, to account for such a direction of minds, which 
might easily take this peculiar tone from inward causes, without any 
impulse whatever from without; and although even such external influ~ 
ences themselves could not well be comprehended in their significancy, 
without that point of union in the inner development of the spiritual 
world, which has just been referred to, yet we have reason, notwith· 
standing, to suppose an influence also of tendencies and ideas originat
ing in those remote countries of the East. New investigations and 
~iscoveries have pointed out the way through which Buddhaism might 
spread its influence, even. to districts within the compass of the Roman 
empire. 

Although the Gnostic systems contain elements which had been de
rived from various ancient systems of religion, yet they will never 
admit of being explained as resulting simply from the mixture or com
bination of such elements; - it is a living principle pec:uliar to them
selves, which animates most of these combinations. In the first place, 
the age in which they were produced, stamped them with an altogether 
peculiar character; for we may often observe that, in times of great 
excitement, certain tendencies are imparted to a whole series of intel
lectual phenomena resulting from such times, even where they stand in 
no outward contact or connection with one another. There are certain 
tendencies and ideas which exercise a wonderful power over everything 
belonging to such periods. At the present time, it was the power of 
the Dualistic principle, which harmonized with the prevailing temper 
of the age, and in which the latter saw itself reflected.! The ground
tone in many of the more serious minds of this period, was a conscious
ness of the power of evil, a feeling' of dissatisfaction with the existin.g 
state of things, aspiration after something beyond the limits of thIS 
earth, the felt necessity of some new and higher order of things. This 
fundamental tone also pervades the Gnostic systems; but upon this 
fee~ing Christianity exerted an altogether peculiar influence, without 
whlCh the greater part of the Gnostic systems would have come to an 
entirely different result. It was the idea constituting the peculiar 
essence of Christianity, the idea of redemption whir.h· modified this 
~unda~e~tal tone of those systems; although they were capable of seiz.. 
lll.g thIS ldea only on a single side, and not in its whole compass and 
WIth all the consequences resulting from it. When, in the Gnostic sys

1 Just as the progressive movement in acquired, so the progressive movement in 
our own time enables us to explain the the period of which we are speaking, ex
power which the Pantheistic principle has plains the power of the Dualistic principle. 
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terns, the amazing impression is described, which the appearance of 
Christ produced in the kingdom of the Demiurge, as revealing a new 
and mighty principle which had entered the precincts of this - lower 
world, this was but a reflex image of the powerful impression which the 
contemplation of the life of Christ, and of his deeply working influence 
on humanity, had left on the minds of the founders of these systems. 
It is evident how all earlier institutions seemed to them, in comparison 
with Christianity, as nothing; how the latter appeared to them as the 
commencement of a great revolution in the life of the race. The ideas 
of the restoration of a disturbed harmony of the universe; of the con
ducting of a fallen creation back to its original source; of the reunion 
of the earth with heaven; of the revelation of a higher, godlike life 
in humanity, a life transcending the limits of mere human nature; of 
a new process of development which had entered into the whole earth
ly system of the world - these and such were the ideas which, from 
this time onward, formed the central point of these systems. The pecu
liar and distinguishing aim of these Gnostics is, to grasp the appearance 
of Christ, and the creation proceeding from him, in their connection 
with the whole evolution of the universe. In that theogonic and cosmo
gonic process of theirs, in which they go back to the original ground 
of all existence, everything is referred backwards and forwards to the 
fact of Christ's appearance. What the Apostle Paul says respecting 
the connection of the. redemption with the creation, they made the 
central point of a speculative system, and endeavored to understand 
speculatively. 

As it respects the particular class to which their speculations belong, 
these Gnostics are Oriental Theosophists,. - men with whom, for the 
most part at least, the Oriental element had far the preponderance over 
the Grecian. They differed radically from the thinkers of the West. 
They moved rather amidst intuition8 and symbols than conceptions. 
'Vhere the Western thinker would have framed to himself an abstract 
conception, there stood before the soul of the Gnostic a living appear
ance, a living per80nality in vivid intuition. The conception seemed 
to him to be a thing without life. In the eye of the Gnostic every
thing became hypostatized, which to the Western thinker existed only 
as a conception. The image, and what the image represente,d, were, in 
the Gnostic's mode of representation, often confounded together; so 
that the one could not be divided from the other. Hurried along, in 
spite of himself, from intuition to intuition, from image to image, by 
the ideas floating before or filling his mind, he was in no condition to 
evolve these ideas and place them in the clear light of consciousness. 
But if we take pains to sift out the fundamental thoughts lying unde
veloped in their symbols, and to unfold them clearly to our conscious
ness, we shall see, gleaming through the surface, many ideas, which, 
though not u~derstood by· their contemporaries, were destined, in far 
later ages, to be seized upon once more, and to be more fully carried 
out by a science regenerated through the influence of faith.! Intuition, 

1 We mean, e. g., the ideas lying at tiJ.~ attached themselves to Judaism, respecting 
root of the systems of those Gnostics who the connection of the Old with the New 
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anticipating the lapse of ages, here grasped in an immediate way, what 
the process of logical analysis was to master only after long and various 
wanderings beyond and short of the truth. 

The questions about which they especially busied themselves were 
these: how to explain th~ transition from the infinite to the finite? 
how to conceive the beginning of the creation? - how to conceive of 
God as the author of a material world, so alien from his own essence? 
- whence, if God is perfect, the imperfections of this. world?
whence the destructive powers in nature? - whence is moral evil, if a 
Holy God is man's creator? - whence the great diversity of natures 
existing among men themselves, varying from minds which may prop
erly be called godlike, to those which appear to be utterly abandoned 
to blind passions and without the vestige of a rational and moral 
nature? 

Here Christianity separated entirely what belongs to the province of 
religion, from what belongs to speculation and to a merely speculative 
interest. And just by so doing, Christianity preserved religion from 
the danger rj., confounding things divine with the things of this world,
the intuition of God with that of nature. It directed the eye of the 
mind beyond that whole series of the phenomena of the world, where, 
in the chain of causes and effects, one thing ever evolves itself out of 
another, to that almighty creative Word of God, by which the worlds 
were framed; so that things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear. Hebr. 11 : 3. The creation was here apprehended, 
as an incomprehensible fact, by the upward gaze of faith, which rose 
above ,the position of the understanding, the faculty which would derive 
all things from one another, which would explain everything, and hence 
denies all immediate truth. This one practically important truth, the 
church was for holding fast in the doctrine of the creation from noth
ing; - taking her stand in opposition to the ancient view, which would 
condition God's act of creation by a previously existing matter; and 
which, in an anthropopathic manner, conceived of Him, not as the free, 
self-sufficient Author of all existence, but as the fashioner of a material 
already extant. The Gnosis would not acknowledge any such limits to 
speculation. It would explain-clear up to the mental vision, how God 
is the source and ground of all existence. It was thus obliged to place 
in the essence of God himself a process of development, through which 
God is the ground and source of all existence. From overlooking the 
?legative sense of the doctrine concerning the creation from nothing, 
It was led to oppose against it the old principle," Nothing can come 
?ut of nothing." It substituted in place of this doctrine, the intuitive 
1de!l' of an eflux of all existence out of the supreme being of the Deity. 
Thl~ Idea !If an emanation admits of being presented under a great 
varIety ?f. lmage~; under the symbol of an evolution of numbers out 
of an orlgmal umty; of an eradiation of light from an original light; 
of a development of spiritual powers or ideas, acquiring self-subsistence; 

Testament j respecting the relation of the Christianity; respecting inspiration, and the 
prophetic element in the Old Testament to or~anic connection in history generally. 
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of an expression in a series of syllables and tones, dying away gradu
ally to an echo. 

The idea of such an emanation answers to an obscure presentiment, 
- deeply seated in the human soul, - of the positive element lying at 
the root of the negative defini~ion of the creation from nothing; and in 
this presentiment it found a foot-hold; but at the same time it gave oc
casion for a host of speculations, by which men would easily be led fur
ther astray from, and in effect, would entirely lose sight of, the practi
cally important ends of religious faith. . ' . 

According to this view, God was represented as the self-included, 
!ncomprehensible and original source of ·all perfection.l From this 
mcomprehensible essence of God to finite things, it is impossible to con
ceive of an immediate transition. Self-limitation is the starting point, 
whence a communication of life on the part of God - the first passing 
into manifestation of the hidden Deity - begins; and from this pro
ceeds all further self-developing manifestation of the divine essence.2 

Now, from this first link in the chain of life are, in the first place, 
evolved the manifold powers or attributes, dwelling in. the divine 
essence, which, until that first self-affirmation, were all hidden in the 
abyss of that essence; each of which attributes presents, on one par
ti.cular side, the whole divine essence, and to each of which, in this 
VIew, are applied the appropriate titles of God.3 These divine powers, 
evolving themselves to self-subsistent being, are hence the germs and 
principles of all further evolution of life. The life contained in them 
developes and individualizes itself more and more; and in such a way, 
that the successive grades of this evolution of life are ever sinking 
lower, the spirits ever becoming feebler, the further they are removed 
rrom the first link in the series. Here, we must admit, the Gnosis, 
In attempting to explain the incomprehensible, falls continually into an
thropopathism, and, without being aware of it, transfers to the eternal 
the relations of time. 

But supposing the origin of a purely spiritual world in affinity with 
God might thus admit of being explained, that the evolution of different 
grades of perfection in the spiritual world might thus be mllde clear to 
the imagination; - yet how explain, by an emanation from God, the 
starting into existence of the sensible u)orld ,. how. account for the ori
gin of evil? Even with regard to this last mentioned problem, the 
rock on which speculation has so often split, injuring in no slight 
Ineasure the attribute of God's holiness and the freedom of rational, 
accountable beings, the Gnosis was for giving speculation an unbounded 
range. If God has bestowed on man a free will, and if this free will is 

1 The Unfathomable Ahyss, (.Bii~o!:,) ac
C?~d~ng to Valentine, exalted above aU pos
SIbIlity of designation, - of whom, properly 
~peaking, nothinO' can be predicated; - the 
aKaTovo/laaTOr of Basilides, the wv of Philo. 

2 A rrpwT1J lCaTuA7J1f'!: tavTov, the rrpwTov 
lCaTaA1J1rTOV TOV -&eov, hypostatically rcpre
sented in a l'OV!: or "oyo!:. 

8 lIenee the different meanings gil'cn by 
the Gnostics to the word alwv, which, be-

VOL. I. 32 

sides its primitive signification, eternity, is 
used by them to denote sometimes the 
Eternal, as a distinguishing attribute of the 
Supreme Essence, sometimes those original 
divine powers above described, sometimes 
the whole emanation-world = 1rAqpw/la, as 
contradistin(Tuished from the temporal world. 
In the last ~entioned sense it is emeloyed 
by Heraeleon. Orig. T. XIII. in Joann. 
c.n. 
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the cause of evil- said the Gnostics - its cause reverts back to God 
himself. They would not allow of. any distinction between permission 
and causality on the part of God.! We see, in fact, how it is, that if 
speculation is not content to acknowledge evil as a fact, as the act of 
the creaturely will forsaking its natural dependence on God, and to be 
explained from no other cause or quarter; if speculation must explain 
evil or its origin; then it must be driven either to violate God's holi· 
ness and deprive the opposition between good and evil of its objective 
significancy, thus undermining the ideas of moral good and evil as to 
their essence, by tracing back the causality of the latter to God, which 
doctrine does indeed lie involved in Pantheism; - or else it will limit 
God's almighty power, by supposing an absolute evil, an independent 
ground of it beyond the divine control; which is done by Dualism. 
Yet Dualism is driven, notwithstanding, to the very thing which it chief· 
ly labors to avoid. The idea of evil, which it would firmly maintain, it 
must really sap at the root, inasmuch as it imputes it to an outward 
cause, and makes of it a self-subsistent nature, working with necessity; 
and thus it must, at the same time, involve itself in the contradiction 
of supposing an independent existence out of God; therefore, since abo 
solute independence (aseity) can be predicated only of God, a God 
who is not God, not good. In avoiding the first of these rocks, the 
Gnostics foundered on the last. 

They deemed it necessary to unite with the doctrine of emanation 
that of Dualism, and sought to explain by the commixture of two hos
tile kingdoms, by the products of two opposite principles, the origin of 
a world not answering to the divine idea, with all the defects cleaving 
to it, all the evils it contains. And this hypothesis opened a wide field 
for their speculations and their fanciful images. At this point were 
evolved two different modes of contemplation, which still, however, in 
these times of religious amI philosophical eclecticism, do not stand so 
directly opposed to each other, but often come in contact and com
mingle at various intermediate points; - and in the end they are found 
to be based on the same fundamental idea, though conceived on the one 
side under a more speculative, on the other, under a more mythical 
form. In one of these general schemes, the element of Grecian specu
lation, in the other that of Oriental intuition, chiefly predominates; and 
hence these different modes give rise to the distinction of an Alexan
drian and of a Syrian Gnosis (which latter was particularly modified 
by the influence of Parsism) - in so far as these two forms of Gnosis 
may be opposed to each other in abstracto, without any reference to the 
~aS"es ~here, in the varied phenomena of these times, they are found t? 
mtermmgle. In the former, the Platonic notion of the VAll predomz
nates. . This is the dead, the unsubstantial- the boundary that limits 
from wlthou~ the evolution of life, in that step-wise progression whereby 
the perfect 18 ever evolving itself into the less perfect. This VAn, again, 
is represented under various imaO'es - as the darkness that exists along 
with the light; as the void (/cev~p.at Kevov) in opposition to the fulnesS 

1 T~ p.~ ICCJAVOV, atTtov £UTlV, their usual motto in opposing the doctrine of the church. 

http:cev~p.at
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of the divine life; as the ~hadow that· accompanies the light; as the 
chaos, the stagnant, dark water. This matter, dead in itself, possesses 
by its own nature no active power, no nisus. As life of every sort is 
foreign to it, itself makes no encroachment on the divine. But since 
the divine evolutions of life (th~ essences developing themselves out of 
the progressive emanation) become feebler the further they are removed 
from the first link in the series; since their connection with the first 
becomes more loose at each successive step, hence, out of the last step 
of the evolution proceeds an imperfect, defective product, which cannot 
retain its connection with the divine chain of life, and sinks from the 
world of lEons down into the chaos; - or - which is the same notion 
somewhat differently expressed - a drop from the fulness of the divine 
life spills over into the bordering void.] Now first, the dead matter, by 
commixture with the living, wh~ch it wanted, receives animation. But 
at the same time also, the divine living particle becomes corrupted by 
mingling with the chaotic mass. Existence becomes multiform; there 
springs up a subordinate, defective life. The foundation is laid for a 
new world; a creation sw,rts into being beyond the confines of the world 
of emanation. But since now, on the other hand, the chaotic principle 
of matter has acquired a sort of life, hence there arises a pure active 
opposition to the godlike - a barely negative, blind, ungodly nature
power, which obstinately resists all plastic influence of the divine ele
ment: hence, as products of the spirit of the vA1), (of the 1rVevpa VALldJV,) 
Satan, malignant spirits, wicked men, in all of whom no reasonable, 
no moral principle, no principle of a rational will, but blind passions 
only have the ascendancy. There is the same conflict here as in the 
scheme of Platonism, between the soul under the guidance of divine 
reason, the vovr, and the soul blindly resisting reason,2 - between. the 
7rPOVOta and the avay/C1), the divine principle and the natural. 

As M01wism contradicts what every man should know immediately
the laws and facts of his moral consciousness; so Dualism contradicts 
the essence of reason which demands unity. lJ'Iol'lOism, shrinking from 
itself, leads to Dualism; and Dualism, springing from the desire to 
comprehend everything, is forced by its very striving after this, through 
the constraint of reason, which demands unity, to refer back the duality 
to a prior unity, and resolve it into this latter. Thus was the Gnosis 
forced out of its Dualism, and obliged to affirm the same which the 
Cabbala and the New Platonism taught; namely, that matter i8 nothing 
else than the necessary bounds3 between being and noUeing, which can 
be conceived as having a subsistence for itself only by abstraction4 - as 
the opposite to existence, which, in case of an evolution of life from God, 
~ust arise as its necessary limitation.5 In some such way, this Dual
Ism could resolve itself into an absolute Monoism, and so into Pantheism. 

1 According to the schemes of the Ophites i Bya Aoyor vo{}or, according to the New 
and of Bardesanes. Platonists. 

2 See Plato leO'. lib. X. p. 87 - 91, v. IX.; 6 Thus the Gnostics in Iren:l!us, Lib. II. 
ed. Bipont. Pl~tarch. Qurest. Platonicre, e. 4, are careful to defend themselves against 
qu.IV. the charge of Dualism: Continere omnia 

8 .As it were the outer shell of existence, patrem omnium, et extra Pleroma. esse nihil ; 
et id, quod extra et quod intu!!· dicere eosrt~'~1· . 
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The other scheme 'accommodated itself more to the Parsio doctrine 
concerning Ahriman and his kingdom; - a doctrine which it would be 
natural, especially for those Gnostic sects which originated in Syria, to 
appropriate to themselves. This theory assumed the existence of an 
active, turbulent kingdom of evil, or of darkness, which, by its encroach
ments on the kingdom of light, brought about a commixture of the light 
with the darkness, of the godlike with the ungodlike. Different as these 
two modes of contemplation may appear in description, yet we may recog
nize in them both the same fundamental idea. In all cases where the lat
ter mode of contemplation becomes somewhat more speculative, it passes 
into the former; as will be seen in ~fanicheism, which, more than any 
other Gnostic system, wears the stamp of the Parsic religion; and in all 
cases where the former mode of conception assumes a more poetic dress, 
strives to present itself more vividly to the imagination, it passes im
perceptibly into the latter; 1 and this it might do sometimes with the 
distinct consciousness, that the whole was but a symbolical dress, where
by abstract conceptions were to be rendered more vivid to the imagina
tion. We have an example of this kind in the profound thinker, Ploti
nus, who was very far from being inclined to substitute a conflict of 
principles beginning at a certain point, in the place of a development 
going on with immanent necessity, from first to last, even to the ex
treme bounds of all existence. 

Even among the Platonists there were those who supposed, that along 
with an unorganized, inert matter, the substance· of the corporeal world, 
there existed from the beginning a blind, lawless rrwtive power, an un
godlike soul, as its original moving and active principle. As the 
inorganic substance was orgamzed into a corporeal world by the plastic 
power of the Deity, so by the same power, law and reason were com
municated to that turbulent, irrational soul. Thus the chaos of the 
VAn was transformed into an organized u'orld, and that blind soul into 
a rational principle - a mundane soul, animating the universe. As 
from the latter of these proceeds all rational, spiritual life in humanity; 
so from the former proceeds all that is irrational, all that is under the 
blind sway of passion and appetite - all malignant spirits are its proge
ny. It is easy to see how the. idea of this 1{1vxn aAoyo~, brooding over 
chaos, would coincide with the idea of a Satan originally presiding over 
the kingdom of darkness.2 

In the system of the Sabreans, or disciples of John,3 which was allied, 

secundum agnitionem et ignorantiam, sed 
non secundum localem distantiam. The 
lower creation was comprehended in the 
Pleroma, velut in tunica maculam. 

1 As, for examI!le, when Plotinus repre
sents 1?atter as bemg seized with a longing 
after hght or the soul, and describes how it 
darkens the light in attempting to embrace 
it. Plotin in Enneas. I. lib. VIII. c. 14: 
"lA1J 'frapov(1a 'frpOUatTei, /Cat olov lvox?eL, 
/Cat ek TO eiTlJ 'frapeMhlv MeAet, T1]V De 
al.:Aap:t/JLV "a~ TO £ICW!)ev cpwr £(1lCfmu(1e Tij 
utEet. 

2 See Plutarch. de animm Procreat. e 

Timreo, particularly c. 9. Opera ed. Hutten. 
T. XIII. page 296. , 

8 This scct of the Sabreans, ({3a7rTtcrrat, 
from .v;:)~,) Nazareans, Mandeans, (accord
ing to Norberg, from 1'1:, p.a-f}1/Tat or yvCJ
(1TtICOl,) evidently took its origin from those 
disciples of John the Baptist, who, contrary 
to the spirit and intention of their master, 
adopted, after his martyrdom, a course hos
tile to Christianity. We find traces of them, 
mixed up with fabulous matter, in the 
Clemen tines and in the Recognitiones Cle
mentis, perhaps also in the np.epo[3a1C'Tlcrral' 
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beyond doubt, by derivation, with the Syrian Gnos~s, there does appear, 
indeed, to have been an independent kingdom of darkness, with its own 
powers; but this has no influence on the higher kingdom of light. Th~ 
thought conceived by one of the genii belonging to the world of light, of 
separating himself from the great primal Fountain, for whose glory all 
creatures should exist, and of 'establishing a separate and independent 
world in chaos - was the original cause of the intermingling of the two 
kingdoms -..the beginning of the visible world, which is founded on 
territory won from the kingdom of darkness, from chaos; and which 
now the powers of darkness, impatient of any'encroachment on their 
province, seek either to wrest away and bring into their own possession, 
or else to destroy. When the genius who belongs to the third grade in 
the evolution of life, when Abatur reflects himself on the dark water of 
chaos) there springs up from his image 'an imperfect genius, formed out 
of the mixture of this lighirnature with the substance of darkness, and 
destined to a gradual transfiguration. This is Fetahil, the world-builder, 
from whose awkwardness results all the imperfections of this world.! 
Also in the system of the Syrian Bardesanes, matter is represented as 
being the genitor of Satan. 

Thus it is evident enough here, how the modes of conception pecu
liar to the Syrian and to the Alexandrian Gnosis pass, on this side, 
Over into each other. It might also admit of a question, perhaps, 
whether we can properly speak of a Gnosis originally Alexandrian; 
whether Syria is not the common home of everything that goes under 
this name, - whence it was merely transplanted to Alexandria, in 
which latter place it received a peculiar stamp from the Hellenic, PIa
tonizing tendency which there prevailed. A t Alexandria, such a 
Gnosis, could easily find many,points on which to attach itself, in a cer
tain Jewish, ideal ,philosophy of religion already existing there; but in 
this, however, the Platonic and Western element, which confined itself 
~ore strictly to the pure ideal position, and did not directly hyposta
tIZe the idea into intuitions, too strongly predominated to admit the pos· 
sibility of its resulting, without the influence of the pure Orientalism 
from Syria, in the peculiar character of the Gnosis. 

It might be thought, that this two-fold theory would have resulted in 
a corresponding difference of practical 8pirit. As the Syrian theory 
supposed an active kingdom of evil, which was one and the same with 
the kingdom of matter, we might conclude from this, that it made the 
renunciation of this hated matter and its hostile productions, the great 
point in its system of morals. Since, on the other hand, the Alexan

and yaALAatOL!: of Hegisippus; see F. Walch.. by Gesenius, in the Jenaischen Literatur
de Sabreis comment. Soc. Reg. Gott. T. Zeitung, J. 1817, No. 48-51, and (K1eu
IY. Part. philol. :Fl'Om this sprung up uf- ker's 1) review in the GOttingschen Anzeigen. 
tcrwards a sect, whose system, formed out 1 The idea here may be compared wholly 
of the elements of an older eastern theoso- with the Ophitic idea of the Ophiomorphus, 
phy, has an important connection with the (see below,) although the lattcr, in the Ophi
historvof the Gnosis. A criticul exam ina- tic system, appears possessed of a malig. 
tion of their most important religious book, nant nature; and yet the Ophitic system, 
published bv Norherg, the Liber Adami, so far as it concerns its speculative ideas, is 
Dlay furnisli much additional information in very many respects nearly related to the 
On this subject. See a review of this work Alexandrian system of V 1l.1entinus. 

32· 
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drian Gno8is considered matter in the light of an unorganized sub
stance, and the divine as the forming principle of matter, we might 
suppose that it would adopt no such negative theory of morals, but be 
inclined rather to make the active melioration of the world, by the 
power of the divine element, the principle of its moral system. This 
conjecture would be rendered still more probable, by comparing several 
of the Alex{tndrian with the Syrian systems. . 

But we must see, as we enter more deeply into the matter, that the 
difference of practical tendencies is not so much grounded in the differ
ence of these principles, as it is true that a different shaping and ap
plication is given to the principles themselves., by virtue of the diversity 
of intellectual bents; and that all the principles derived from other 
quarters receive, through the general, intellectual bent which appropri
ates them to itself and the peculiar spiritual temperament of this period, 
an application which needed not necessarily to flow from them, by them
selves cOllsidered. We have seen,1 indeed, how Dualism, in its primi
tive form among the Persians, by no means carried along with it the 
tendency to an ascetic, inactive renunciation of the world; but h<1W an 
active life, and the exercise of a plastic influence on the outward world, 
in the ~onflict for the kingdom of light,developed itself therefrom. 
And yet the same principle received, through the influence of the pre
vailing tone of mind in this period, another application. But in Plato
nism, two points of view were proposed, and its practical influence was 
conditioned by the predominance of the one or the other. On the one 
side, Platonism represented the soul as the plastic power in the world; 
- it made the ideas actualize themselves in becoming, stamp them
selves in the V},11. The self-manifestation of these ideas, striving to 
overpower the V},11, should press forward to meet their kindred,spirit, 
in ita contemplation of the world in all its aspects, - in all appearances 
of the beautiful and good. Through the symbols - though inadequate 
to the original type - of the ideal harmony of the universe in the sen
sible world, the recollection of the original Former himself was to be 
called up in the spirit that belonged to the higher world, and the crav
ing after this awakened within it; - by means of this contemplation, 
the soul was to become gradually winged. But on the other side, Pla
tonism taught that there was a resistance of the V},11 against these ideas, 
which was not to be entirely vanquished; it presented to consciousness 
that opposition between the idea and the manifestation, which could 
never be overcome. According to this view, evil is, in this world, a 
nece~sary antithesis to good. This is inseparable from the relation of 
the Id~~ to the V},11; and hence it is only by contemplation, rising to 
th~ spIrItual world of ideas, that one can soar above this opposition, 
whICh must' ahyays necessarily continue to exist in this lower region. 
At all ev~nts, It was from this position that the aristocratic principle 
o.f the an~lent world,. of which we have before spoken, took that direc
tion, by v.lrtue of :vhic? the contemplative life was exalted far above 
the pract~cal;as ill hke manner, this defect - though more or less 

1 See above, p. 376. 
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tempered, in proportion to the greater or less reaction of the Christian 
principle - cleaves to the Gnostic systems generally. Now in pro
portion as the one or the other of these sides of the Platonic theory 
predominated, there came to be united with Platonism, either a more 
practical, esthetico-artistic, OJ; an ascetic, contemplative tendency. 
Platonism contains within· it, considered on that first side, the genuine 
principle for the construction of the system of ethics; but in order to 
the actualization of what lies within it, it is requisite, that the other 
side should retreat into the back-ground. This Dualism must be prac· 
tically annulled; a means must be given of reconciling the opposition 
between the idea and the manifestation, and this could. be mediated 
only by the fact of a redemption of mankind. Thus Platonism points 
away to Christianity, through wliich alone the ethical problems grounded 
in the Platonic ideas could be actually realized. 

Now the spiritual tone of this period, which lies at the root of all 
those Gnostic systems, out of which sprung hatred and contempt of the 
world, the predominant Oriental principle of utter estrangement from 
the world and from all human affections, tended to give prominence to 
one of those sides and to repress the other; and the same thing, in
deed, is manifested in the ethics peculiar to the later Platonism gener· 

, ~lly, if we except Plotinus. One of these Gnostics, Marcion, united, 
ln fact, as we shall see, with the doctrine of the VAn, a tendency in 
other respects altogether foreign from Platonism. 

The most essential difference between the Gnostic systems, and the 
one which is best suited also to be made the basis of their distribution, 
is that which arises from their different degrees of divergence, in re
spect to what constitutes the peculiarity of the Gnostic view of the uni .. 
v.erse, from the purely Christian view. It is the Dualistic element car
rIed out; - by virtue of which those oppositions, -which Christianity 
exhibits as conflicting with the original unity in creation, as having first 
originated in the fall of the creature, and only to be removed by the 
redemption, - these oppositions are considered as original, grounded in 
the very principles of existence; - hence, also, as being of such a 
kind that they could not be overcome by the redemption itself; - the 
OPpositions between a temporal, earthly, and a higher, invisible order 
of things; between the natural, the purely human, and the divine. 
This opposition, so apprehended, must be extended moreover to the re· 
lation of Christianity to the creation, to nature and history. Where 
this opposition generally was seized in its most sharp and decided 
form~ nothing less could be supposed than an absolute opposition also 
between Christianity and the creation - between nature and history. 
Christianity mnst make its appearance as an altogether sudden thing, 
~ a fragment disconnected from everything else, as something coming 
In wholly without expectation. According to this view, no gradual 
development of the Theocracy, as an organically connected whole, 
could be admitted. The connection, also, must be broken between 
Christianity and Judaism. And all this becomes concentrated in the 
form of relation in which the Demiurge was conceived to stand to the 
Suprem3, perfect God, and the world of lEons. Everything depends, 
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then, on the circumstance, whether an absolute opposition was made to 
exist here, or room was still left for Some sort of mediation. It is man· 
ifest, how deeply this difference must affect everything that pertains to 
the province of morals and religion. 

In the following respect, all these Gnostics agree; they all held, as 
we remarked above, to a world consisting of the pure emanation of life 
from God, a creation evolved directly out of the divine essence,! far 
exalted above the outward creation produced by God's plastic powe.r, 
and conditioned by a preexisting matter. They agree moreover III 

this, that they did not admit the Father of that higher world of ema· 
nation, to be the immediate author of this lower world, but maintained 
that the lower creation proceeded from the World-former, (01JfllovPyor;,) 
a being of kindred nature with the universe formed and governed by 
him, and far inferior to that higher system and the Father of it. But 
here arose a difference among them; for while they all maintained the 
fact of such a subordination, they did not agree in their conceptions as 
to the particular mode of its existence. Some, taking their departure 
from ideas which had long prevailed among certain Jews of Alexan· 
dria, (as appears from comparing the Alexandrian version of the Old 
Testament, and from Philo,) supposed that the Supreme God created 
and governed the world by ministering spirits, by the angels. At the 
head of these angels stood one, who had the direction and control o! 
all; hence called the opificer and governor of the world.' This DelDl
urge they compared with the plastic, animating, mundane spirit of 
Plato and the Platonicians,2 which, wo, according to the Timreus of 
Plato, strives to represent the ideas of the Divine Reason, in that 
which is becoming and temporal. This angel is a representative of the 
Supreme God on this lower stage of existence. He acts, not indepen
dently, but merely according to the ideas inspired in him by the Su
preme God; just as the plastic, mundane soul of the Platonists creates 
all things after the pattern of the ideas communicated by the Supreme 
Reason, (voii~.3) But these ideas transcend the powers of his own lim
ited nature; he cannot understand them; he is merely their uncon
scious organ -; and hence is unable himself to comprehend the whole 
scope and meaning of the work which he performs. As an organ under 
the guidance of a higher inspiration, he reveals what exceeds his own 
power of conception. And here also they fall in with the current 
ideas of the Jews, in supposin (T that the Supreme God had revealed 
hims.elf ~o their Fathers thro~gh the angels, who served as ministers 
of hIs wI1~. From them proceeded the giving of the law by Moses. In 
the followmg respect, also, they considered, the Demiurge to be a rep
resentat~ve of the Supreme God; - as the other nations of the earth 
!l're portloned o~t under the guidance of the other angels, so the J ew
Ish peopl~, consIdered as the peculiar people of God, are committed to 
the espeCial care of the Demiurge, as his representative.4 He revealed 

1 m~'~~ 07;1'. 1rapaOetYlla of the Divine Reason hyposts
:1 The otvrtpOr -8-to~, the -8-tor; ytvTJro~. tized. . 
8 The 0 eart ,wov,-an antithesis to the • AccordinO' to the Alexandrine versIon 

Yl'vllrov, tho rh3t; yl'jJ1Jro~ of Plato, _ the of Deutcron~32: 8, 9: ·OTt dttllip"ev 0 
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also among them, in their religious polity, as in the creation of the 
world, those higher ideas, which himself could not understand in their 
true significancy. The Old Testament, like the whole creation, was 
the veiled symbol of a higher mundane system, the veiled type of Ohris
tianity. 

Among the Jewish people themselves, however, they carefully dis
tinguished, after the example of the Alexandrians, between the great 
mass, who are barely a representative type of the people of God, (the 
Israelites according to the flesh, the 'Iupa~A alu-&T}T6~, lCaTa uaplCa,) and the 
smaller number, who became really conscious of their destination as the 
people of God, (the soul of this mass, the spiritual men of Philo; the 
'Iupa~A 7rvEVfLaTtlCo~, VOT}TO~; the truly consecrated race, living in the' con
templation of God; the UV~P opWV TOV -8eov; the 7rvEVfLaTtICOt, YVc.JUTllCot, as 
contradistinguished from the ..pVXl/cOL, 7rUJ'TlICOL.) The latter, with their 
sensual minds, adhered to the outward form, perceived not that thi8 was 
barely a symbol, and therefore entered not into the meaning of the 
symbol.1 Thus those sensual-minded Jews knew not the angel by 
whom God revealed himself in all the J.'heophanies of the Old Testa
ment; knew not the Demiurge in his true relation to the hidden, Su
preme God, who never reveal8 him8elf in the sensible world. Here, 
too, they confounded type and archetype, symbol and idea. They rose 
no higher than to this Demiurge; they held him for the Supreme God 
himself. Those' spiritual men, on the contrary, clearly perceived, or at 
least divined, the ideas veiled under Judaism; they rose above the Pe
miurge, to the knowledge of the Supreme God; they are, therefore, 
properly his true worshippers, (-8epa7reVTaL.) The religion of the former 
was grounded barely on a faith of authority; the latter live in the con
te,mplation of divine things. The former needed to be schooled and 
dlsciplined by the Demiurge - by rewards, punishments, and threats; 
the latter need no such means of discipline; they rise by the buoyancy 
of their own minds to the Supreme God, who is only a fountain of 
blessedness to those that are fitted for communion with him; they love 
him for his own sake.2 

When now these Jewish theosophists of Alexandria had come over to 
Christianity, and with this new religion had united their previous ideas, 
t?ey saw the spirit of the Old Testament completely unveiled by Chris~ 
hanity, and the highest idea of the whole creation brought clearly to 
light. The scope and end of the whole creation, and of all human 
development, now for the first time became clear. As far as the Su
preme LEon,3 who appeared in the person of Christ, is exalted above 
the angels and the Demiurge, so far does Christianity transcend Juda

~"'LC1TO~ e-8VT/, EaTT/UEV opt" Mvwv lCaTa observing it outwardly, instead of seeing in 
apdJ(lov uyyiAc.JV -8eov, "at l:yev~-81J it an allegorical representation of universal 
ptPlr "vpiov il.ao~ avrov 'Imcuf3. religion nnd moral truths. The Gnosis 

1 Thus in the epistle ascribeA to Barnabas, furnished the key which first unlocked this 
it is asserted by a moderate Gnostic, who its true meaning. 
h~d as yet by no means attained to that 2 See above. Part I. p. 56, etc., re!'pecting 
hIgher Gnosis whirh resulted from the mix- the two religious positions according to 
ture of the AIl!xandrian idealism with Sy- l>hilo. 
rian theOsophy, that the Jews had altogeth- 8 Nov~ or il.6yor. 
er misunderstood the ceremonial law, in 

http:uyyiAc.JV
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ism and the whole earthly creation. The Demiurge hiD,1self now per
ceives entering into his province a. revelation of a higher system of 
things, and serves henceforth as its self-conscious organ. 

If the law was called by Jewish theologians a law dispensed by angels, . 
with a view to mark, in this way, its divine, as opposed to a merely 
human, origin - this designation is, on the other hand, employed in the 
apostolic letters, for the purpose of clearly setting forth the superiority 
of Christianity to Judaism, - of exhibiting the former as the absolute 
religion, for which all the earlier fragmentary revelations of the divine 
councils only served to prepare the way. The all-embracing revelation 
of God in the Son, through whom God himself enters immediately into 
fellowship with the creature, is opposed to the revelation mediated by the 
instrumentality of individual angels - individual godlike powers. By 
the manifestation of the comprehending whole, everything partial is 
rendered superfluous. l The inventions of the Gnostics, in which the 
whole matter is spun out into a mythical form, turn on this profound 
idea. 

In what the Gnostics who adopt this point of view say about the rela
tion of the Demiurge, of his creation, of his previous dominion, to the 
appearance of Christ and of Christianity, we have a glimpse of ideas, 
in themselves profound. They endeavor to express how the whole was, 
at least in idea, in the germ, implanted in the original creation, which 
was to be actually realized and fulfilled only by Christianity; - how 
reason, attaining first through Christianity to the full and clear con
sciousness of the ideas incorporated in and stamped upon creation, was 
to express these in an actual manifestation; - a great and fruitful 
thought, which~ obscurely divined by the Gnosis, waited to receive its 
clear and discreet exposition from a future science, striking root in 
Christianity. The Gnosis bore within it the germ, first presented as a 
poetic intuition, of a true philosophy of history. 

The other party of the Gnostics consisted mainly of such as, before 
their coming over to Christianity, had not been followers of the Mosaic 
religion, but had already, at an earlier period, framed to themselves an 
Oriental Gnosis, opposed as well to Judaism as to all popular religions, 
like that of which. we find the remains in the books of the Sabreans, 
and of which examples may still be found in the East, among the Per
sians and the Hindoos. They regarded the Demiurge with his angels, 
not simply, like the former class, as a subordinate, limited being, but as 
one absolutely hostile to the Supreme God. The Demiurge and his angelS 
are for establishing theh' independence within their limited sphere. 
They would tolerate no foreign dominion within their province. What
ever higher existence has descended into their kingdom, they seek to 
hold imp:isoned there, so that it may not ascend again above their nar· 
row precmcts. Probably, in this system, the kingdom of the world
form~ng angels ?o!ncided, for the most part, with the kingdom of t~e 
deCeItful star-SpIrIts, who seek to rob man of his freedom, to begmle 
him by various arts of deception, - and who exercise a tyrannical sway 

1 See Reb. 2. Ephes. 3: 10, and the words of Christ to Nathanael. 
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over the thin~s of this world.1 The Demiurge is a limited and limit
ing being; proud, jealous, revengeful; and this his character expresses 
itself in the Old Testament, which proceeded from him. 

Believing that they found in the Old Testament so many qualities 
attributed to God which were anthropopathic - so much which was at 
variance 'Y.i1ih the Christian idea of God and with moral perfection, it 
would indeed have been natural for these Gnostics, had they lived in a 
different spiritual atmosphere, to consider all this as the result of hu
man error, whereby the true idea of God had become vitiated. But to 
refer this to a subjective cause, and explain it psychologically, lay alto
gether remote from their habit of contemplation. To them Judaism no 
less than paganism appeared, as opposed to Christianity, something too 
positively real to admit of being satisfactorily explained in any such 
way as this. They fancied in the life of nations they could trace the 
influence of self-subsistent spiritual powers, who controlled the general 
consciousness. What St. Paul says of the principalities and powers, 
(apxalr and e~ov(Jialr,) they referred to these agents. As in paganism 
they saw the kingdom of the demons, so in Judaism they saw the king
dom of the Demiurge. And so while they acknowledged the history of 
the Old Testament to be true, they were led to transfer whatever ap
peared to them defective in the idea of God in the Old Testament, to 
~he Demiurge himself. The reflected image of this being, they saw 
m the character and in the conceptions of the people devoted to his 
s~rvice. Even in nature, where they beheld the dominion of an iron 
~ecessity, governing by invariable laws and sparing nothing, they be
lieved the Go~ of holy love, revealed through Christ, was not to be 
~ound. They saw, manifesting itself there, a plastic power indeed, but 
madequate to master its material, to subdue the destructive agencies 
~hich resisted its efforts. They beheld the old chaos once more break
mg loose; the wild energy of the vAlI, revolting without control against 
the dominion which the formative Power would exercise over it, - cast
ing off the yoke imposed on it, and destroying the work he had begun. 
Thus they recognized here a powerful, indeed, but not all-powerful 
~emiurge, against whose supremacy the VA?}, which he sought to sub
Ject to his will, was ever rebelling. The same jealous being, limited in 
his power, ruling with despotic sway, whom they found in the Old Tes
tament, they imagined they saw in nature. At the bottom of these 
peculiar views lay the truth, that even on the foundation of the Old 
Testament, religion could not as yet be wholly emancipated from the 
principle which ruled in the ancient world; although a higher, theistic 
element was here revealed in opposition to that principle. This could 
be brought about only by the redeeming power of the gospel. These 
Gnostics judged thus: - the supreme God, the God of holiness and 
love, who has no connection whatever with the sensible world, has re

1 Accordingly, in the system of these Sa- important part in everything that is bad. 
breaDS, the seven star-spirits and the twelve To their deceptive arts: the Sabreans traced 
sta~-spirits of the zodiac, who sprung from the origin of those detested religions, Juda
an Irregular connection between the cheated ism and Christianity. 
Fetahil and the spirit of darkness, play an 
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vealed himself in this earthly creation only by certain divine seeds of 
life, scattered among men, the germination of which the Demiurge 
strives to check and suppress. The perfect God is, at most, known 
and worshipped in mysteries alone by a few spiritual men. Now this" 
God, through his highest JEon, let himself down at once, without any 
forgoing preparation, to this inferior system, for the purpose of" drawing 
upward to himself those higher and kindred spiritual natures which are 
here held in bondage. Christianity finds nowhere in the whole creation 
a point of entrance, except in those theosophic schools where a higher 
wisdom, in the form of secret doctrines, has been handed down from age 
to age. 

This difference between the Gnostic systems was one of great impor
tance, both in a theoretical and a praotical point of view. The Gnostics 
of the first class, who looked upon the Demiurgeas an organ of the 
supreme God, and his representative, the fashioner of nature according 
to his ideas, the guiding spring of the historical evolution of God's king
dom, might, consistently with their peculiar principles, expect to find 
the manifestation of the divine element in nature and in history. They 
were not necessarily driven to an unchristian hatred of the world. 
They could admit that the divine element might be revealed even in 
earthly relations; that everything of the earth was capable of being 
refined and ennobled by its influence. They could therefore be quite 
moderate in their ascetic notions, as we find the case actually to have 
been with regard to many of this class; although their notion of the 
VATJ continually tended to the practically mischievous result of tracing 
evil exclusively to the world of sense; and although their over valua
tion of a contemplative Gnosis might easily prove unfavorable to the 
spirit of active charity. On the contrary, the other kind of Gnosis, 
which represented the Creator of the world as a nature directly op
posed to the supreme God and his higher system, would necessarily 
lead to a wildly fanatical and morose hatred of the world, wholly at 
war with the spirit of Christianity. This expressed itself in two ways; 
among the nobler and more sensible class,'by an excessively rigid asc~ 
ticism, by an anxious concern to shun all contact with the world
though to fashion and mould that world constitutes a part of the Chris-
tian vocation. The morality, in this case; to make the best of it, could 
be only negative, only a preparatory step of purification in order to the 
contemplative state. But the same eccentric hatred of the world, 
coupled with pride and arrogance, might also lead to wild enthusiasm 
and a bold contempt for all moral obligations. The principle once 
started upon, that the whole of this world is the work of a finite, un· 
g~dlike spirit; that it is not susceptible of any revelation of divine 
things; t~at the loftier natures who belong to a far higher world, are 
here held m. bondage; these Gnostics easily came to the conclusion, 
that everythmg external is a matter of perfect indifference to the inner 
man, - nothing of a loftier nature can there be expressed; the outward 
man may indu~ge in every lust, provided only that the tranquillity of 
the inner man IS not thereby disturbed in its meditation. The most 
direct way of showing contempt and defiance of this wretched, hostile 
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world was, not to allow the mind to be affected by it in any situation. 
Men should mortify sense by braving every lust, and still preserving 
the tranquillity of the mind unruffled. " We must conquer lust by in
dulgence, - said these bold spirit8 - for it is no· great thing for a man 
to abstain from lust who knows nothing about it by experience. The 
greatness lies in not being overcome by it, when clasped in its embrace."! 
Though the reports of enemies ought not be used without great caution 
and distrust, and we should never forget that such witnesses were liable, 
by unfriendly inferences or the misconstruction of terms, to impute to 
such sects a great deal that was false; yet the characteristic maxims 
quoted from their own lips, and the coincident testimony of such men 
as Irenreus and Epiphanius, and of those still more unprejudiced and 
careful inquirers, the Alexandrians, places it beyond· all reasonable 
doubt, that they not merely expressed, but even practised, such princi
ples of conduct. Besides, that enemy of Christianity, the Neo-Platonic 
philosopher Porphyry, corroborates this testimony by citing from the 
~outh of these persons maxims of a similar import.2 • "A little stand
Ing pool," said they, "may be defiled, when some Impure substance 
drops into it; not so the ocean, which, conscious of its own immensity, 
~dmits everything. So little men are overcome by eating;. but he who 
IS an ocean of strength (l;ovcr£a, probably a cant term of theIrs, founded 
on a misinterpretation of St. Paul's language, 1 Corinth. 8: 9 ; 6: 12) 
~kes everything and is not defiled." Not only in the history of Chris
tian sects of earlier and more recent times, but also among the sects of 
the Hindoos, and even among the rude islanders of Australia, instances 
may be found of such tendencies which defied all moral obligations
tendencies that have arisen from speculative or mystical elements, or it 
may be from some subjective caprice setting itself in opposition to all 
positive law. In the connection of the present period, the false striving 
of the subjective spirit after emancipation, after breaking loose from all 
the bonds, holy or unholy, whereby the world had been hitherto kept to
gether, is quite apparent. And this aim and tendency might see~ to 
have found a point of union in that unshackling of the spirit, so radIcal
ly different in its character, which Christianity brought along with it. 

This .difference shows itself, again, in the views entertained of partic
ular moral relations. The Gnostics of the last-mentioned class either 
enjoined the life of celibacy, or expressed their abhorrence of marriage 
as being an impure and profane connection, or else - on the principle 
that whatever pertained to sense was indifferent, and that men needed 
but to defy the Demiurge by despising his stringent laws - they justi
fied the gratifying of every lust. Those of the first class, on the con
trary, honored marriage, as a holy estate; and on this subject also, 
~ound in Christianity the complete fulfilment of a revelation introduced 
Into the Demiurge's world, as the type of a higher order of things; and 
the Valentini an Gnosis, which invariably regarded the lower world as a 
sYI?bol and mirror of the higher, which sought to trace the manifes
tatlOn of the same supreme law in various gradations, at different 

1 Clemens Stromat. lib. n. f. 411. 2 De abstinentia carn. lib. I. ~ 40, et seq. 

VOL. I. 83 
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stages of existence, saw in the relation of marriage, as elsewhere, the 
type of a higher relation pervading every stage and degree of existence, 
from the highest link Qf the chain downwards. 'Ve may here observe 
in the Valentinian Gnosis, the first atteIllpt, originating in the influence 
of Christianity, to understand in a scientific way the true significance 
of marriage, in its connection with the laws of the universe- a point 
which the mind of Plato was striving to reach in the Symp08ium; but 
which could not be truly reached and adequately presented until Chris
tianity had led men to recognize the unity of God's image in both the 
sexes, and their relation to each other, and to the common type of hu
manity residing in that unity. 

The difference between the8e two tendencie8 of the Gn08tic principle 
was strongly manifested, again, in the different ways of contemplating 
Christ's person. All Gnostics, it is true, were in a sense agreed in this 
respect; that as they distinguished the God of heaven from the God of. 
nature, and hence, too, separated beyond necessity the invisible from the 
visible world, the divine from the human, - so they could not acknowl
edge the unity of the human and divine natures in the per80n of Ohrist. 
Yet as in the first of these cases we remarked an important difference 
between the two predominant tendencies of the Gnostic systems, so we 
may observe an important difference, too, in the case last mentioned. 
We find here. an essential gradation in the views entertained of the 
relation of the divine and human natures in Christ. 80me regarded 
the humanity of Christ as real, and as posseHsed of a certain dig;nity of 
its own; yet, as they made two Gods of the one God of heaven and of 
nature, and represented the creator of the latter to be nothing more 
than the organ of the former; so they divided the one Christ into two 
Christs-a higher and a lower, a heavenly and an earthly Christ
the latter serving merely as the organ of the former; and this, not by 
an original and inseparable union with him, but in such sense that the 
former first united himself with the latter at his baptism in the Jordan. 
But the other species of Gnosis, denying, as it did, all connection of 
Christianity with Judaism, and all progressive development of the king
dom of God among men; representing, as it did>, the God of Christ 
and of the gospel as a different being from the God of nature .and of 
history, must necessarily do away the connection of Christ's appearance 
with nature and with history. The notion, so pleasing to the fantastic 
taste of the East,! and which had long obtained currency among the 
Jews, that a higher spirit has the faculty of representing himself to the 
outward. eye in various forms, deceiving the senses, though in them
selves mthout substance, was applied to Christ. One entire and ~
P?rtant p'art of his earthly existence and of his personal being was criti
CIzed ~w~y; his whole humanity was denied, and whatever appertained 
to Chri~t. s human appearance represented as a mere deceptive show, a 
mere vt8zon.2 Y ct we can in nowise agree with those who hold that 
])oceti8m was only one form in which a decided tendency to idealism 

1 We have only to think of the ffindoo tained by one Jewish sect respecting ~o 
Main, and the host of Indian myths. angelophanies, noticed in Justin M. DIal. 

2 Just as Philo's idea of the Old Testa- c. Tryph. See vol. I. p. 42. 
ment theophanies led to the views enter
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and rationalism manifested itself - a form peculiarly modified by the 
prevailing notions of the age; so that the IJocetce, had they lived at 
some other period, would have substituted in place of the historical. 
Christ a mere ideal one. We should be careful to distinguish the 
proper essence of the heretical tendency from the symptoms through 
which it expressed itself. Docetism may be the result of very different 
tendencies of mind-a tendency to supranaturalism, or a tendency to 
rationalism. There .might be united with it, an interest at bottom to 
give all possible prominence to this supernatural and real element in 
Christ's appearance. Docetism, at this point, supposed a real, though 
not sensible Christ; and a real impartation of Christ to humanity. 
Christ gave himself, according to this view, to humanity, as a source of 
divine life. He presented himself sensibly to the eyes of men, not in 
his true, divine nature, but only so as to be perceived by them, yet 
without coming himself into any contact with matter, in an unreal veil 
of sense. His appearance was something truly objective; but the sen
sible form in which this was apparent to men was merely subjective. 
This was the only possible way in which men, under the dominion of 
sense, could come into any contact with a nature so divine. A mode 
of apprehension turned exclusively in the direction of supranaturalism, 
might lead in this case to a total denial of the reality of the natural 
element in Christ. But under this form of Docetism might be lurking, 
also, a tendency which would have resulted in an entire evaporation of 
Christianity, in turning the life of Christ into a mere symbol of a spir
itual communication from God, in substituting the idea of God's re
deeming power in place of the historical Redeemer; in a word, there 
might eventually spring out of a tendency of this 80rt, an opposition to 
historical Christianity - and that this did actually come about, will be 
shown hereafter by specific examples. 

When these Gnostics, with their system ready made, looked into the 
scriptures of the New Testament, they had no difficulty in finding it all 
there, since· they were only on the search for points of" coincidence. 
Trusting to the inner light of their higher spiritual nature, w~ich was 
to make all things clear to. them, they gave themselves but httle con
cern about the letter of the religious records. In all cases, they were 
f?r explaining outward things from within:- t?at is, from their intui
tlOns, which .were above all doubt. They disdamed the helps necessary 
to unfold the spirit contained under the cover of the word; they 
despised the laws of thought and of language,! and were thus exposed, 
in interpreting the records of religion, to.aU manner of delusion; while 
they had power also to charm others, as ignorant of those laws as they 
were tht'mselves, within the circle of their intuitions and symbolical 
representations. Understanding, for instance, the term "world," 
wherever it occurs in the New Testament, in one and the same sense, 
neither distinguishing nor separating the objective from the subjective 
world, they could easily demonstrate the position, that the whole earthly 

1 Origin, in Philocal. c. 14, shows how their errors in biblical interpretation by the 
mUch the Gnostics were strengthened in c.iyvoia TcjV AoytlCcjV. 
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creation betrays defects, and could not have proceeded from the SUo 
premeand perfect God. The parables, for whose simplicity and pro
found practical meaning they seem to have been endowed with no 
sense, were specially welcomed by them, because in' these, when the 
point of comparison was once dropped, an arbitrary interpretation had 
the fullest scope. The controversy excited, however, by this arbitrary 
biblical interpretation of the Gnostics, had one good effect, in turning 
the attention of their opponents to the necessity of a sober, grammatical 
method of scriptural interpretation, and leading them to establish the 
first hermeneutical canons; as may be seen from numerous examples in 
Irenreus, Tertullian, Clement, and Origen. 

As the opinion that falsehood was allowable and might even be neces
sary to guide the multitude, was a principle inbred into the aristocratic 
spirit of the old world; and as the justification of falsehood, therefore, 
could not be wholly cut off, and the unconditional obligation of truth
fulness, arising from the fact that all are alike rational, all created alike 
in the image of God, could not be brought home to the general con· 
sciousness of mankind except by means of Christianity; so it was ever 
found to be a consequence of the reaction of that old aristocratic spirit 
with which Gnosticism was connected, that the principle, Falsehood is 
lawful for a good purpose, once more slipped in. By means of the 
opposition which the Gnostics set up between psychical and spiritual 
men, they could defend the practice of descending from one of these 
positions to the other, and of saying what was false to men of the lower 
stage, because they were not prepared to receive the pure truth. This 
principle influenced their interpretation of the New Testament; and 
they were the inventors of the exegetical theory of accommodation. 
Many among them asserted that Christ and the apostles expressed them
selves differently, according to the different standing of those whom 
they addressed. They accommodated themselves to these different 
positions; - to the natural' men, (the ..pVXLlcOt,) those who stood on the 
ground of blind, unconscious faith - faith on outward authority and on 
miracles, (those who were tied down to Jewish prejudices,) they spoke 
only of a Demiurge, for in truth the limited capacities of these men 
were unfitted for anything higher. The higher truths from the world 
of lEons, and relating to that world, they had communicated to none 
but a small circle of the initiated, who by virtue of their higher, spirit
ual nature, (7rVEvpartlCOt,) were capable of understanding such truths. 
But in all other cases, they had simply hinted at these truths in isolated 
figures and symbols, intelligible to such natures alone. That higher 
wisd0.n~ they had spoken, as Paul declared, 1 Corinth. 2: 6, only in 
the livmg word, among such as were perfect; and it was only by the 
living word, within the circle of the initiated, that it was to be contin· 
ually handed down. The knowledge of this secret tradition, therefore, 
was the only true key to the more profound exposition of scripture. 
Though other church teachers, whom the spirit of Platonism had too 
strongly influenced, were not wholly exempt from that aristocratic ele
ment, yet the clear and earnest Christian spirit of Irenreus took a 
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bold and decided stand against it. " The apostles," he said,! " who 
were sent forth to reclaim the erring, to restore sight to the blind, to 
heal the sick, assuredly did not accommodate themselves to the exist
ing opinions of their hearers; but spoke to them according to the rev
elation of truth. What physician who desires to heal the sick, will 
yield to the whims of his patient, instead of prescribing to him so as to 
effect his cure? The apostles, those disciples of truth, are strangers 
to all deception, because deception has nothing in common with truth, 
any more than darkness has with light. Our Lord, who is himself the 
truth, for that very reason could not deceive." 

Others, relying on the principles of their Gnosis, ventured to subject 
the whole New Testament to the boldest criticism, affirming it to be im
possible, from the instructions of the apostles alone, to get at the pure 
doctrines of Christ; for, said they, the apostles themselves were still 
somewhat fettered, with the rest, by psychical or Jewish opinions. The 
spiritual man (the Pneumaticus) must sift the" natural" from the 
"spiritual" in their writings. Or they even went so far as to distin
guish in Christ's discourses, what had been spoken by the natural 
Christ, under the inspiration of the Demiurge; what had been expressed 
through him by the divine" Wisdom," which had not yet reached its 
full development, but still fluctuated between the province of the Demi
urge and the "Pleroma; " 2 and what had been spoken through him by 
the supreme Nus out of the Pleroma.3 

It is easy to see, that under this theosophic style of intuition and ex
pression is veiled a completely rationalistic mode of thinking, which 
s~rives to soar above the Christ and the Christianity of history. The 
VIew of a certain opposition betwh:t the idea and its manifestation in 
primitive Christianity itself - of a perfectibility of Christianity, by rea
son of which it was to purify itself from that which, in its first form of 
manifestation, checked and vitiated the pure evolution of the idea - is 
here lying at bottom. In the person of Christ himself, a distinction is 
made between what belongs to the idea, and what belongs to the vitiat
ing element of the temporal appearance ; between the truth which he 
uttered by immediate inspiration, and what he spoke from the inferior 
standing ground of reflection disturbed by temporal ideas. 

These Gnostics, or at least a portion of them, were not at all dis
posed to separate themselves from the rest of the church, and establish 
distinct communities of their own. They were satisfied that the psy
chical natures were unable, from their lower station, to understand 
Christianity otherwise than in the form which had been given to it by 
the church; that they could reach nothing higher than the blind faith 
on authority; that they were utterly destitute of a faculty for the higher 
spiritual intuition; - they were not for disturbing, therefore, these 
Common followers of the church in their quiet faith; 4 they were for 
Uniting with the ordinary congregations, and establishing, in connection 
with them, certain theosophic schools, certain Ohristian mY8teries, into 

1 Ub. TIl. c. 5. 8 Vid. hen. lib. III. c. 2. 

2 The Sophia, Achamothj see below. • Tovr IWLlIOVr tICICA,1jUlaUTucDVr. 
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which all those persons should be admitted, in whom they discovered 
that higher facu1ty which was not bestowed on all. They complained, 
that they were refused admission to the fellowship of the church, and 
that they were called heretics, though they concurred in everything 
which the church taught.! 

But what would have become of the church, had they succeeded in 
their design of introducing within it such a distinction of two different 
positions in religion? The essence of the church, which admits no 
such opposition, which rests on the fact of a common faith uniting all 
hearts in the same fellowship of a higher life, the peculiar character of 
Christianity itself, would ha.ve been thereby destroyed. Christianity, 
as we have seen, could let itself down again to a more Jewish position 
of the mind, it could wrap itself in a Jewish dress, and could be thus 
propagated. in the consciousness of men who must be trained to Chris
tian freedom by a gradual process. The essentials of the church would 
still. be retained, though in a form inadequate and coming from the re
action of an earlier stage of religious development.' But had the church 
allowed room for the introduction within its bosom of such an opposition, 
it must have forfeited its very essence and existence. Hence the 
spirit, which throws off what it finds no way of digesting and assimilat
ing to its own nature, united together men of the most opposite theo
logical tendencies in a common resistance against this reaction, which 
threatened directly the very life of the church itself. 

Gnosticism had a two-fold conflict to sustain; a conflict with the 
Christian principle asserting its own independence, and another with 
Platonis!ll' Plotinus, who in no part of his works openly attacks 
Christianity, felt himself under the necessity of standing forth as an 
opponent of the Gnostics, since in their speculations they pretended ro 
outstrip Plato and the old Greek philosophy.2 He evidently does them 
injustice when he asserts, that what they taught consisted partly in 
ideas borrowed from Plato, and partly in new inventions, hatched up 
for the purpose of forming a system of their own, but destitute of 
truth.3 Their opposition to Platonism was in no sense, assuredly, a 
capricious, far-sought thing, a mere striving to out-do antiquity; but ~t 
was one necessarily grounded in the religious and philosophical prine!
pIes from which they started, - as indeed Plotinus himself evinces by 
his mode of combating them. On those principles, whether regarded 
on the side of the Christian or of the Oriental theosophic element en
tering into them, the Gnostics were compelled to believe that they 
found in Plato intimations of the truth indeed, but not the true light 

1 .Qllreruntu~ de nobis, quod, cnm similia They should not EV TfiJ TOV~ ·EA.A.1/va~ ow
noblscnm sentIant, sine causa abstineamus uvpetv KaL v{3pi(£lV Til. aVTWV tv (jVuTIUleL
n?s a communicatione eontm, et, cum eadem 7rapil. rOt~ UICOVOV(ft 7rOUtv. Enuead. II. 1. 
dlcant et eundem habcant doctrinam voce IX. See also Porphyry's life of Plotinus,
mus illos hrereticos. Iren. lib. III. c.'15. c.16. , 

2 He accuses them of perverting Plato's 3 ·OA.CJ~ yap avrot~ Ta pev 7rapii. Toii llA.a
doctrines, and of seeking to place them in TCJVO~ etA.ll7rTat, rCt oe oua KatVOTopOVO'tV, 
an nnfavorable light: ·U~ aVrO~ pev TTjV iva lo£av cptAouorpiav {}wvrat, Tavra l~CJ T'" 
VOTjT7JV, ~V(1LV KaTaV£VOTj"OTt~, elCElVOV oe UATj{}eiar £vPTJrat. 
A:aL TWV UAACJV TWV paKaptCJv avop~v fl;'. 
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which could explain the history of the universe. To Plotinus, beyond 
question, this new tendency, regarded from his own point of view as a 
Greek philosopher, must have seemed, both in respect to what was 
true and what was false in it, a declension from the old healthy culture, 
a doctrine wholly at variance with the sober discipline of the Greeks. 
He looked upon it as a contagious, fanatical turn of thinking, which 
had taken .possession of men's minds and rendered them incapable of 
appreciating arguments from reason.! On one side, the opposition of 
the Platonic principle to the Gnosis, in Plotinus, is directed against 
Christianity itself, against the Christian element admitted by the Gnos
tics; on the other hand, it is coincident with the opposition which would 
arise out of the Christian principle itself against the Gnosis; and it is 
interesting to compare what Plotinus says, from this point of view, with 
the similar strictures made by Christian antagonists of the Gnostic 
heresy. 

In respect to the former of these cases, it is necessary to notice, 
first of all, his opposition to the teleological point of view. Though 
this might have found its place in the original Platonism, which was not 
rigidly pursued out to all its consequences, yet by the more severe and 
systematic deduction of the N eo-Platonic Monoism,2 it is wholly ex
cluded. Nothing is admitted here but the immanent necessity of the 
conception, in . its evolution from the Absolute to the extreme limit of 
all being. The teleological element in the action of spiritual powers, 
which the Gnosis introduced, as well as the substitution of this transi
tive action in place of the immanent necessity of a process of devel
opment, could not but appear to Plotinus an anthropopathic ,vitiation 
of the VOT{TU, inasmuch as it transferred the notion of the end and the 
thereby determined beginning of an action, taken from human and 
temporal relations, to an order of things placed above and beyond 
these categories.s Accordingly, it seemed ridiculous to him that they 
should transfer to the Demiurge the relation of the human artist to his 
work, and say he created the world for his own glory.~ But those 
Gnostics whom we described as belonging to the first class, would by 
no means spurn such a comparison and analogy. They understood how 

1 When Plotinus says,- that the ancients 
haye advanced many better things on spirit
ual matters, will be readily seen by such. as 
have not been carried away by the delUSIOn 
now spreading amonO' men, (Tol~ fl1; e;a7T'a
Tt.JflEvOlf riJv E7T'l-&i';vuav el~ ci.v-&pwrrov~ 
urrar17v,) the question comes up, whether 
?y this urrur1/ is to be understood the spread
~ng Gnosis, or the still more widely spread
ing Christianity. If the latter, then this 
would be the only passage in which he at
tacks Christianity; and it is singnlar that 
he should do so but once, and then in a 
manner so vague and indefinite. We should 
have to ascribe it to his indulgence towards 
a religious conviction which may have 
had its followers among his immediate 
friends. Polemical allusions, bearing against 
Christianity generally, have been found also 

by Creuzcr in his review of the edition ot 
Heigl, in the Studien und Irritiken, 1834, 
II., and by Baur, in his investigations of 
this book of Plotinus, in his work on the 
Gnosis, p. 418, etc. Yct I cannot agree 
with the latter, in believing that all the pas
sages contain such allusions in which he 
would trace them. 

2 So I think I may call the system of 
Plotinns, notwithstanding his doctrine of 
the v/'ll, which, however, has no positive 
existence, but only fOnDS the boundary of 
all beinfr. 

8 To 8e t5tu Tl t:rrOlllUe KOUP.OV, Tavrov TfiJ 
t5UL ri ecm l[!vxiJ; Kat OUL Ti (; 01)fllOvpyor 
errOLrWEV; ·0 rrpwTov flev ci.Px~v AaP.{3a
vovrlJv turt rov ci.d. 

4 rel..olov ro tva TtflCilTO, Kat fleratpepov
TlJV U7T'O rwv u:yal..flaTorroLwv TWV hrravt9a. 
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to make a very good use of them on the principles of their own 
scheme, by which they sought to show how the highest stage of being 
symbolized itself in all the succeeding steps. . 

Again, to Plotinus, who had assumed the· immanent necessity of 
the process of cosmical evolution, in which every thing occupied the 
precise place which belonged to it as a part, the great question on 
which the Gnostics bestowed so much labor, - how to account for 
what is defective, how to account for evil- appeared quite as ab
surd as the answers which they gave to that question. The Christian 
doctrine of the fall must have appeared to him in the same light, on 
the principles of his own monoistic scheme of the universe. 

He says of the Gnostics, that they strove to rise above reason, and 
on that very account fell into un-reason; 1 - a proposition, however, 
which, understood according to the fundamental principle of Plotinus, 
strikes not barely against the fantastic speculation of the Gnostics, but 
also against the Christian notion of revelation, and against the Christian 
idea of divine grace. 

In the following case, too, Plotinus' objection to the Gnostic princi
ple would bear also against the Christian doctrine. He represents it 
as a very absurd thing in the Gnostics, that they presumed to exalt 
themselves above the great heavenly bodies, - that they called their 
own souls and those of the worst men immortal and divine; - while 
in the stars, whose regular courses manifested the presence of a soul 
acting without disturbance according to invariable laws, they could 
see nothing but perishable matter.2 To Plotinus the soul of man ap
peared vastly inferior to the soul, always like itself and exalted above 
all change and all passion, which resided in those great heavenly 
bodies. 

Though the charge of pride, which Plotinus brought against the 
Gnostics, was, in one view of it, the same which was urged on the 
side of paganism generally against the entire Christian scheme, yet in 
another view, where he complained of the arrogance and supercilious
ness of the Gnostics, and found in them nothing like humility, he 
might coincide with the Christian principle itself. "Men without un
derstanding," says he, "follow after such discourses, in which they are 
told all at once, You shall be not only better than all men, but even 
than all gods; for pride is a mighty principle in men, and he who be
fore thought meanly of himself, and took his place with ordinary mor
tals,S begins to be elated, when he hears it said, You are a son of God, 
but the others, whom you admire, are not such. What they have re
ceived from the fathers, what they reverence, is not the right doctrine. 
:But you are higher than the very heavens, and that although you have 

1 To de 1nrep vovv ~OT/ l:OT2v l;w vov 7re MtcJrll~ avf;p. In virtue of this combina
(jelv. tion of homogeneous predicates, it seems to 

2 Otide ~v flev avrwv ""VX~v a19-avarov me that the ra7retvo~ refers here to mean
ICa2 19-etav 'Aeyetv Kat r7}v rwv 9avl..orarc.w ness of condition, and that this passage
av-&pWtrwv, rov de ovpavov 7ravra Ka2 ra cannot be reckoned with those in which l\ 
lKe'i acrrpa fl7) rT;~ cL-&avarov KeKOtvwvllKeVat. hit is intended against the Christian notion 

8 '0 7rporepov rarreLvo," Kat flerpLOr Ka2 of humility. 
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done nothing at all." 1 In this charge of arrogance against the Gnos. 
tics, in boasting of their loftier pneumatic origin and nature, Iremeus 
also agreed, when he says of them,2 " Whoever gives himself into their 
hands, is puffed up at once; thinks himself neither in heaven nor on 
earth, but to belong already to the Pleroma, and struts about full of 
pride." We see ·here the unspeculative church father and the pagan 
philosopher perfectly agreed in attacking the spiritual pride of the 
Gnostics. Yet it may be asked, whether Plotinus would not be obliged, 
on his own position, to judge precisely in the same way of the Chris· 
tians, who gloried in having become, through grace, the children of 
God, and despised the religion and culture handed down to them from 
the fathers; - whether, in writing that passage, he was not thinking at 
the same time, of the Christians as a body. 

Plotinus, who does not distinguish the several parties of the Gnos· 
tics,8 thinking of those among them that held to the doctrine of an 
absolute opposition between the Demiurge and the Supreme God, and 
between the two orders of world, says their doctrine led to the same 
practical result as did the principles of the Epicurean school, which 
denied everything divine, and made pleasure the highest good. For 
were it true that this world is utterly estranged from everything god
like, so that the latter cannot reveal or realize itself in it, men might 
safely conclude that they had nothing else to do but to make the best 
they could out of pleasure and profit ; ~ and so they would, did not their 
own moral nature teach them better than such a system.5 To these 
fundamental principles, too, he very justly traces the great defect in 
~U their systems, that they had nothing to say on the subject of moral
Ity,6_ and he sums up with these remarks: "To say, 'Look away to 
God,' is nothing to the purpose, unless you are taught how you may be 
able to look away to him; for what hinders one, you might say, from 
looking to God, though ope should neither abstain from pleasure, nor 
moderate one's anger; since surely men may think of God's name, at 
th~ same time that they abandon themselves to. their passio~s. "yirtne, 
WhICh goes right forward to its end and dwells III the soul WIth WIsdom, 

,
1 KPelTTWV /Cat TOU ovpavov, ovoi:v 'frO

V7jaar;. 
2 I"ih. III. c. 15. 
8 Bam has acknowledged this. Sec his 

'Work, just mentioned, p. 446. In respect to 
the thc?Tetical part, the speculative vie'~ of 
!he umverge the majority of the allUSIOns 
In this book ~re doubtless to the g-reat Val
entinian branch of the Gnostic s,'stem. In 
this I agree with Baur. In respect to the 
practi~al part, the attack seems to be direct· 
~d.for the most part agninst the sheer Dual. 
fsllc and antinomian views. In fact. Por· 
p~yry, the disciple of Plotinu~, c~mhats 
thIS ten(lencv in his work on "Abstmence 
from animal' food." I can find nothing in 
the hook which may not be sufficiently well 
ex~lained on this hypothesis, - no!hing 
Whtrh, as Baur supposes, could refer dlrect
ly to the sect of Marcion. In reference to 
the latter, Plotinus would not have passed 

over without any notice the strictly moral 
spirit which pervaded the sec:t. The pre
eminently practical tendency of Marcion 
was in no sense calrulatcd to bring on any 
collision between this s('hool and the New 
Platonists. But it is noticeable that Por
phyry names no one of the Gnostics who is 
known to us, but others who are quite un
known. Of the works, too, which are said 
to have been the fruit of ilJlmense labor on 
the part of the Gnostics mentioned by him, 
we know nothing. Pcrhnps we might ob
tnin more accurate information about an 
ante Christian Gnosis, if these works were 
in our hands. 

4 "Iva fL1]o"i:v KaAOV £vravf}a Of] otpf}el1/ 
1nrapxov. 

Ii El fL1JTtr; Ttl qrvuEt T~ aVTOV KptLrrWV 
elT/ rwv AOYWV TOVTWV. 

6 MT/(Jiva AOYOV 7rEpL UPETi;~ 7iE7rOl17cn1a,. 
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this enables one to see God. But when, without true virtue, God is 
named, it is only an empty name." . . . . 

The most convenient basis which can be adopted for a classification 
of the Gnostic sects, is suggested by what has been said respecting the 
more important differences which obtained among them; that is, they 
may be referred to different classes, according as they were given to 
a sterner or a milder form of Dualism; according as they represented 
the Demiurge as a being altogether alien from and opposed to the Su
preme God, or only as subordinate to him and acting even in the ante
christian period as his unconscious organ; according as they acknowl
edged . the connection subsisting between the visible and invisible 
worlds, between God's revelation in nature, in history and Christianity, 
- the union of the Old and New Testaments as belonging to the same 
whole of the theocratic development, or denied all this, and admitted 
of nothing but an opposition in these several respects. In short, we 
may divide the Gnostic sects into two classes; one attached, the other 
opposed to Judaism. If we may not always find the antithesis so 
sharply defined in fact as it is presented in our conception of it, but 
shall observe many shades of transition from the stiff and rigid to the 
more pliable and flowing forms of doctrine, yet we must remember that 
this is precisely what might be expected in such a time of ferment and 
confusion - the same thing, in fact, which occurs in other well-founded 
instances of opposition. It furnishes no ground of objection, there
fore, against the correctness of our division. 

As the first oppositions in the mode of apprehending Christianity 
arose from· its birth-place in Judaism, the same was true also of the 
Gnosis; though subsequently the latter developed itself into a tendency 
directly opposed to J udaism. We observed, in fact, among the J uda
izing sects themselves, Gnostic elements which were to be traced to 
mystical, theosophic and speculative tendencies existing among the 
Jews. Hence many phenomena may present themselves, which would 
leave us at a loss whether we ought to reckon them to Judaizing or to 
Gnostic sects; and as they are phenomena belonging to the boundari~s 
of both, and constituting transition points between them, we may be m 
one sense right, whether we consider them as belonging to the end of 
the dC'lelopment of the Judaizing sects, or to the beginning of the de
velopment of the Gnostic sects. But wherever a phenomenon pre
sents itself, which in spirit and character belongs to a fundamentally 
Jewish mode of thinking, though it may be seen to contain individual 
elements of Gnosticism, yet we shall be obliged, notwithstanding, to 
refer it to the former system. Wherever certain tendencies or ideas 
predominate in the spiritual atmosphere of a period, they without fail 
become mixed up with everything which in any way presents a possible 
point of union for them, even though in other respects of a quite oppo
site tendency. This holds good of the religious tendency which shows 
itself in the Clemen tines. 1 Although it must be conceded, that indi

1 I mnst explain myself on this point Gnostic sects, is connected, indeed, with the 
where I differ from Dr. Baur. The way difference existing between us in the JUod.e 
in which we differ in our distribution of the of apprehending the entire system of GnosU
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vidual ideas, closely related to Gnosticism, are to be found in this 
work, yet the striving after a simplification of the doctrine of faith; 
the doctrine of a primitive religion, simply restored by :J\IIoses and 
Christ; the purely Jewish conception of 7riaTl~; the prominence given 
to outward works, the assertion of their meritoriousness, and the pre
dominant tendency to the outward and practical life, - all which the 
Gnostic himself would ascribe to a psychical temperament, incapable 
of receiving the Gnosis, - all this is too characteristically distinctive 
of the Jewish fundamental position as opposed to the Gnosis, to leave 
it a moment doubtful, in which category we have to place this phenom
enon, while at the same time the work itself assumes a polemical atti
tude against Gnosticism, of which Simon Magus appears in this work 
as the representative. We must place the tendency of the Clemen
tines, as not belonging itself to Gnosticism, but as representing the ex
treme Jewish position, over against the system of lHarcion. The 
extreme point of Judaism, most directly opposed to the Marcionitic 
~eresy, we consider to be this: the Clementines recognize in Christian
lty nothing that i8 new; Christianity is only a restoration of the pure 
religion of Moses. So far as the main question in the Clementines 
relates to the restoration of a simple, monotheistic, primitive religion, 
and Judaism is stript entirely of its prophetic element, we see in it 
~ther a precursor of Mohammedanism, than a form of the manifesta
hon of Gnosticism. 
. But while we are constrained to adopt this division of the Gnostics 
mto two main classes, we may at the same time conceive of a two-fold 
modification of the second anti-Judaistic tendency. Either, e. g. 
Christianity was presented in direct opposition to Judaism; . but, in 
~ompensation, brought into so much the closer connection with Pagan
ISm, though not with the mythological, but speculative elem~nt of Hel
lenism; or else Christianity was severed from all connection whatever 
~th earlier systems, so that it might appear in its complete elevation, 
Its eclipsing glory, above all that went before it, - so that it might be 
free from all liability to corruption by elements from a preceding stage 
of culture. The first mentioned modification of Gnosticism, inasmuch 
as it brings Christianity into union with Paganism much more than with 
Judaism, must lose sight of the theistic principle itself as opposed to 
that of nature-religion, and hence must prove most injurious to the 
character of the Christian element. The second modification, on the 
other hand, comes into collision with the spirit of Gnosticism itself, by 
which it is on one side attracted, through the purely Christian interest, 
although misapprehended, which animates it.1 

After these general remarks, we now proceed to consider the several 
Gnostic sects in detail; and following the classification which appeared 

cism; and this difference, agnin, with the 1 I readily acknowledge, with thanks, that 
fU!ld~mental difference in our theological I should, perhaps, not have come to ~is 
PrInclples. I have not thought it proper to new modification of the division offered m 
enter any farther into the polemics of the my genetic development, and in the first 
question, inasmuch as the grounds for my edition of my Church History, without the 
°dWU development of the subject lie in that impulse given me by the strictures on my

evelopment itself. classification by Dr. Baur. 
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to us the most proper one, we shall speak first of those Gnostic sects, 
which, attaching themselves to Judaism, held to a gradual development 
of the Theocracy among mankind from an original foundation oj it 
in the race. 

Particular Sects. 
1. Gnostic Secf.<; attaching themselve3 to Judaism. 

CERINTHUS. - Cerinthus is best entitled to be considered as the inter
mediate link between the Judaizing and the Gnostic sects. To him the 
remark just made applies in all its force, that it may be disputed, whether 
he ought to be placed in the former or latter class of these sects; since in 
him, as has been shown already, elements of Ebionitism and of Gnosti
'cism are both found united. Hence even among the ancients, opposite 
reports from opposite points of view could arise respecting his doctrine, 
according as men gave prominence only to the Gnostic or only to the 
Judaizing element; 1 and hence the dispute on this point could be kept 
up even to modern times. In point of chronology, too, Cerinthus is 
the one who may be regarded as representing the principle in its transi
tion from Judaism to Gnosticism; for he made his appearan~e in Asia. 
Minor, near the extreme close of the apostolic age, when the tendencies 
allied to Essenism were now following out the Pharisaic Judaism which 
first mixed itself in with Christianity. As in the epistles which St. 
Paul wrote during his first imprisonment, we already find indications 
of the first appearance of such a phenomenon, we have no reason what
ever to call in question the tradition, which can be traced back to disci
ples of the Apostle John himself, on the credit of which Iren::eus certifies 
that Cer.inth was a contemporary of this apostle, and was combated by 
him. There is nothing improbable in what Theodoretus reports,2 that 
he began in Alexandria, received his first impulse from the theology 
of the Alexandrian Jews, drew from thence the germs of his doctrine, 
and made his appearance in Asia l\1inor only at a somewhat later time. 

We detect the Jewish principle in Cerinth, when he places a bound
less chasm between God and the world; and here comes in the hypoth
esis of numberless intermediate beings, or angels, -lower and higher 
orders of spirits - to fill up this chasm. In truth, the doctrine about 
the different classes of angels assumed in the later Jewish theology, a 
very important place. By the instrumentality of such angels, he 
taught, God created this world; - for it seemed to him beneath the 
dignity of the Supreme God that he should come into any immediate 
contact with a world so foreign from his essence.3 At the head of these 

1 To the Gnostic, by Irenreus, in whose 
accouut, however, the Judaizing element 
~~casional1y shines through i- to the Juda
lZlDg element,. by t]le presbyter Caius, at 
Rome, and DlOnyslUs, bishop of Alexan
dria, in their reports preserved to us by 
Eusebius. 

2 Breret. fab. ll. 3. 
• 8 P.hilo~ too, thought it necessary to dis

tingulsh, m the nature of man, the hiO'her 
element, proceeding immediately from God, 

and the lower, which was formed by infe
rior spirits, - vid. de mundi opificio, , 24 j 
and this notion finds something to fix Itself 
on in Plato, (Timreus. T. IX. p. 326, cd. 
Dipont.,) where he says the eternal, the 
godlike in man proceeds from the Supre,?e 
God himself, the mortal from the subordm
ate gods, - to them was to be ascribed the 
IdJavaTfrJ {}V1jTOV 7rpouvtpaiv£Lv. The doc
trine, too, afterwards further prosecuted and 
matured by the Gnostics, as we shall sec, 
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angels he placed £me, who, in his whole activity at this stage of existence, 
in his relation to this lower world, was to represent the Supreme God, 
and without knowing him, serve as an instrument of his wi11.1 Cerinth 
held to the representation that the Mosai~ law was given by the minis
try of angels; and this representation he employed in the way already 
noticed, to explain, consistently with the divine origin of Judaism, its 
subordinate character. The angel who stood at the head of the rest, 
he may have regarded, perhaps, distinctively, as the ruler of the Jewish 
people, and the being through whom the Supreme God revealed himself 
to them. Above him, the Jewish people, at least as a body, never 
could rise; although a small number of enlightened persons, the spir. 
itual nucleus of the Israelitish people, formed an exception. Men be· 
lieved they possessed and worshipped in him, the Supreme God himself. 
A like distinction, indeed, had been also made by Philo. From the great 
mass of the Jews, who were destined to represent objectively the type of 
God's people, but who possessed only an indirect knowledge of God 
as he presented himself in outward revelation and in his works gener· 
ally, or in his Logos; or who considered the Logos to be the Supreme 
God himself, and whose God was the Logos, - from this common mass 
of the Jews, he distinguished those who had soared beyond all that is 
indirect and positive, to the region where the spirit comes into immedi· 
ate contact with the Absolute, the Wv or the QV itself,- in other words, 
those whose God is the Supreme God himself.2 In those passages of 
the Old Testament where, after an angel had spoken, God is introduced 
as speaking himself, Gen. 31: 13, Philo supposed he found presented 
that subordinate position or stage of religious development, at which the 
angel, through whom God reveals himself, is considered to be. God him· 
self; or to which, rather, God, revealing hhnself in the form of an angel, 
lets himself down; - since in becoming all things to all, he becomes a 
man to men, exhibits himself in the likeness of man -in condescending to 
meet them at their own position. These are the ones who confound God 
as he manifests himself in his works, with God as he js in himself, in 
his essence; like persons who imagine that in the reflected image of the 
sun, they have its essential nature itself.3 Such representations the 
Gnostic theories may have originated; although, by holding fast to the 

respecting the differcnt clemcnts in human 
nature, which sprang in part from th.e Su
pr~me God, Ilnd partly fro~ the Demmrge, 
lIught lcan on the same baSIS. 

1 Thus we understand the doctrine of 
Cerinth, as exhibited by Ircnreus, lib. I. c. 
26: "Non a primo Dco factum csse mun
dum docuit, scd a virtute quadnm valde 
separata et distante ab ett principalitate 
qure est super universa, et ignorante cum, 
qui est super omnia, Deum." .It is possi
ble, indeed. that Ircnreus transferred to the 
doctrines of Cerinth, the charactcr of the 
later Gnosis. with which he was more fa
miliar, and thus attributed to Cerinth ",hat 
really did not belonO' to him. But it is at 
least in perfect keeping with the whole con
nection of his system, and finds confinnll· 

VOL. I. 34 

tion when we compare it with other Gnostic 
systems, to snppose that he conceived one 
of the angels to be ruler over this stage of 
existence, and therefore designated him 
particularly as the former of the world. 

20vror; (6 I..oyo!,') 1l/1.i:JV TWV UTfI..Wv av 
El7J tho!,', TWV oe crocpWV Kat n:l..elc.Jv 0 71'pW
TO!,'. Legis aUegor. 1. III. § 73. See above, 
vol. I. p. 57. 

3 Gen. 31: 13. wOTt TllV UYY€AOV T07l'OV 
l7l'£crxe, ocra T'iJ OOKeiV, ov J1.eTaf3aUw, 
71'pOr; TrJV TOV J1.~7I'c.J ovvaJ1.€vov TOV ul..7J-aiJ 
-aeov ldeiv l)(p€AeLav. Ka\Ju7I'ep yap ri)v 
UV\JnAtOV aVXTJV cJ!,' 1jAtOV ot J1.1J ovvufLevot 
TOV nAtOV avrov IOeLV opwcrt, oVTc.Jr; Kat TnV 
TOV \Jeov ElKova TOV ayyeAov avrov AOYOV 
cJ£, avrov KaTavoovcrtv. De somniis, I. L 
~ 41. 



398 CERINTHUS. 

side of fact and reality, they differ from the common Alexandrian the· 
ology, in which the Platonic and ideal elements much more predominate. 

The Christology of Cerinth is based on the common Ebionite way of 
thinking. His notions respecting Jesus up to the time of his inaugura
tion to the office of Messiah, appear to have been the same as we found 
among that class of Ebionites whO' denied the supernatural conception 
of Christ. In common with these, he traced back all divine attributes 
in Christ to that descent of the Holy Spirit upon him, which accompar • 
nied his baptism. The Holy Spirit, he regarded as the Spirit of 
the Messiah, (the TrVtvpa Xplurov,) as the true heavenly Christ himself 
Cb UVW Xpluro~.) By this Spirit, Christ was led to the knowledge of 
the Supreme God, who was before unknown to him. It was the same 
who through Christ revealed this unknown God, and who bestowed 
on Christ the supernatural' power of working miracles. The lower, 
earthly Messiah, (0 Karw Xp,ur6~,) the man Jesus, was only the vehicle 
and organ of that heavenly Christ, who wrought in him. If Christ, the 
crucified, proved a stone of stumbling to those Jews who conceived the 
idea of the Messiah in accordance with the common political spirit; the 
same Jewish spirit presents itself in Cerinth, only under another form, 
corresponding to the theosophical, Magian turn of his mind. Cerinth 
had no conception of the divinity appearing in the form of a servant, in 
the extreme of self·humiliation. He was for no other Messiah than one 
who should manifest himself in splendor; for no other than a glorified 
Christ. The heavenly Christ, according to the doctrine of Cerinth, is 
superior to all suffering; - he withdrew from the man Jesus when he 
was given up to the pains of death. The very fact of his suffering 
proves that Jesus had been forsaken by that higher spirit, superior to 
all pain; for had he remained united with that spirit, he could not pos· 
sibly have been overcome by force, nor subjected to suffering or death. 
Accordingly it is probable that Cerinth attached no importance to this 
suffering, as connected with the work of redemption; yet possibly he 
may have regarded it as a proof of that piety and devotion to God, by 
which Jesus entitled himself to the highest reward. In consistency 
with his whole mode of thinking, he must now have supposed that 
the higher Christ united himself again with Jesus, who had shown his 
perfect obedience to the Supreme God under all sufferings, that by 
him he was awakened from death, and exalted to heaven. But we 
have no information as to the farther development of his ideas. Ac
cording to a report of Epiphanius, he denied the resurrection of JesuS. 
Supposing this to have been so, the connection of his doctrines would 
have to be conceived, perhaps, somewhat after the following way: The 
higher Christ was not again to unite himself with the man Jesus, until 
he should e~tabl~sh him a victorious sovereign over the Messiah's king· 
dom, and WIt? hIm. awaken all the faithful to share in his triumph. The 
report of EpIphamus, however ~ is not to be trusted; - for as he went 
on the hypothesis, that the Apostle Paul had everywhere to encounter 
the followers of Cerinth, it is possible he may have been led, by some 
passages in the 15th chapter of the first epistles to the Corinthians, to 
impute to the latter an opinion which did not belong to him. 
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Cerinthus agreed with the Ebionites, again, in maintaining that the 
Mosaic law continued, in a certain sense, to be binding on Christians. 
He may have held, perhaps, that by the heavenly Christ, Judaism in 
its highest sense, which was not yet clear even to the angels who gave 
the law, the 'Iovoalcrflo~ 1nIeVflaTl1d)~ (heavenly things typified by the 
earthly) had been revealed first; - that the earthly shadow, how
ever, would still continue, until the triumphant ushering in of the Mes
siah's kingdom, or the beginning of the new and heavenly order of 
things. But since Epiphaniu~ says of him, that he adhered in part to 
Judaism, and it is not probable that Epiphanius would have invented 
anything precisely of that sort; 1 we may conclude that Cerinth did not 
look upon everything in Judaism as alike divine; but that, in some 
sort, like the author of the Clementines, and many of the Jewish, mys
tic sects, he distinguished an original Judaism from its later corrup
tions, and that he insisted on the continued obligation of only that 
part of the ceremonial law which he reckoned as belonged to the former. 

As an intermediate link and point of transition between the earthly 
and the new, heavenly and eternal order of the world, Cerinth, in com
mon with many of the Jewish theologians, placed a happy period of a 
thousand years, when Jesus, having triumphed, through the power of 
the heavenly Christ united with him, over every enemy, would reign in 
the glorified Jerusalem, the central point of the glorified earth. It was 
inferred from Ps. 90: 4, too literally understood, that as a thousand 
years is with God as one day, the world would continue in its then con
dition for six thousand years; alid at the end of this earthly period of 
the world, would follow a thousand years of sabbaths (of uninterrupted 
blessedness) on the earth, when the righteous should be delivered from 
all their conflicts. It may be a question, indeed, whether he enter
tained such gross and sensual notions of this millenial sabbath, as 
Caius and Dionysius imputed to him. Such views would hardly be in 
keeping with his system as a whole. He spoke of a wedding feast
an image then commonly employed to signify the blessed union of the 
Messiah with his people; 2 but anyone who was not familiar with the 
figurative language of the East, and who interpreted his language un
der the bias of unfriendly feelings, might put a wrong construction on 
such images. Dionysius says, that in speaking of festivals and offer
ings, he was only seeking to palliate his gross, sensual notions.3 But 
what was his warrant for such a supposition? If Cerinth really taught 
such a grossly sensual Chiliasm, we should in this see something so 
Wholly repugnant to the spirit of Gnosticism, so strongly preponderating 

1 llpocrexeLv Tt;i 'Iovoai'(jflt;i (bra flepovr. 2 The Gnostics also described the blessed
It may be affirmed with certainty, that ness of the 1rv€VflaTlIcoi, when received into 
Epiphanius meant to denote in this way a the Pleroma, under the image of a wedding 
partial observance of the Mosaic rites. As feast, of a marriage between the (j(')T~P and 
it was his object here to distinguish Cerinth the cro</Jla, the spiritual natures and the an
from Carpocrntes, who rejected Judaism, gels, (see below.) Thus in Herncleon, "elVa
the phrase might be understood of a par. 1ravrTt~ iJ lv YUfl~'" cited by Orig. in Joann. 
tial recognition of Judaism as a divine in· T. X. § 14. 
stitution, - partial, so far at least as he S Euseb. hist. eccles. lib. III. c. 28. 
tnade angels only its authors. 
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on the side of the Jewish point of view, as to make it necessary for us 
to rank him with the J udaists rather than with the Gnostics. 

BASILIDES. - From Cerinth we pass to Basilides, who lived in the 
first half of the second century. It is in the highest degree probable, 
that Alexandria was the principal seat of his activity; - the stamp of 
the Jewish-Alexandrian culture both in him, and in his son Isidorus,l
whose name denotes his Egyptian origin, - is too strongly marked to 
be mistaken. But the account given by Epiphanius, that Syria, the 
common birth-place of the Gnostic systems, was also the native land of 
Basilides, is not in itself improbable, though not absolutely certain. 
The doctrines of emanation and Dualism formed the ground-work of his 
system. At the head of the world of emanation he placed that unre
vealed God, who is infinitely exalted above all representations and 
names.2 The medium of transition between this incomprehensible first 
ground, and all the following evolution of life, was the unfolding of the 
same into its several self-individualizing powers, which are so many 
names of the Ineffable. Man can conceive God only after the analogy 
of his own mind; and this analogy is bottomed on an objective truth, 
since the mind of man is God's image. On this rests the truth lying 
at the root of the intellectual process through which we arrive at the 
formation of our conceptions of the divine attributes, and the truth lying 
at the bottom of these individual attributes themselves. But the 
Gnostic, incapable of distinguishing the objective and subjective, trans
ferred this to the evolution of objective existence from the divine, pri
mal essence. In order to the production of life-he conceived-it 
was necessary that the being who includes all perfection in himself, 
should unfold himself into the several attributes which express the idea 
of absolute perfection; and in place of abstract, notional attributes, un
suited to the Oriental taste, he substitued living, self-subsistent, ever 
active, hypostatised powers: first, the intellectual powers, the spirit 
(voii~,) the reason (A6yo~,) the thinking power (<pp6v1}(jt~,) wisdom (ao!f>ta;) 
next, might (ovVafLt~) whereby God executes the purposes of his wisdom; 
and lastly the moral attributes, independently of which God's almighty 
power is never exerted: namely, lwliness or moral perfection (ouwtOuVV1J,) 
where the term is to be understood according to its Hellenistic and He
brew meaning, - not in the more restricted sense of our word right
eousness.a Next to moral perfection follows inward tranquillity, peace 
(elP~V1J:) which, as Basilides rightly judged, can exist only in connec
tion WIth holiness: - and this peace, which is the characteristic of the 
divine life, concludes the evolution of life within God himself.4 The 
number seven was regarded by Basilides, as it was by many theosoph
ists of this period, as a sacred number; and accordingly those seven 
powers (ovvaJ1.w;) together with the primal ground out of which they 

1 The name, however, is a sin!!Ular one cially those or the second class, used this 
for the son of a person of Jewish °desccnt. word to denote a moral quality only in 

2'0 aKaTov6J1.a(fro~, «pp1}TOr,;. which there was more or less of defect,
8 It is remarkable that Basilides employed the notion of justice or righteousness in its 

the word olKatOr1Vv1/. according to the Hel more restricted sense. (Sce below.) 
lenistic and Hebrew usage, to denote moral 4 Iren. lib. I. c. 24; lib. II. c. 16. Clem. 
perfection; while the other Gnostics, espe- Strom. lib. IV. f. 539. 
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were evolved, constituted in" his scheme the 1rptJrfJ ~ycJoar, the first octave, 
or root of all existence. From this point, the spiritual life proceeded 
to evolve itself farther and farther, into numberless gradations of exist, 
ence, each lower one being ever the impression, the anti type (UV't£TV1rO,") 
of the higher. 

We perceive here, for the first time, that grand idea of Gnosticism, 
that one law, in different degrees and forms of application, pervades all 
the stages and kinds of existence, so that everything from highest 
to lowest is produced by a uniform law; -those general laws of the 
universe, after the knowledge of which science in its more profound in
vestigations feels itself impelled to struggle, although the attainment of 
the end, the complete resolution of the problem, must be reserved for the 
intuition of a higher state of existence. It is the striving to find the unity 
again in the endless multeity; to gain a knowledge of the '1l"OI..V1rO;"tAOC 

C1o~[a in its a1rA,OT7Jr, from the mirror of its self-manifestation. 
Might we safely judge from the opinions of later Basilideans, as they 

are presented by Irenreus, and from the Basilidean gems and amulets, 
respecting the doctrines of the original school, it would appear that 
Basilides, holding to seven homogeneous natures in each gradation of 
the spiritual world, supposed that there were three hundred and sixty
five such regions or gradations of the spiritual world, answering to the 
days of the year. 'rhis was expressed by the mystical watch-word 
a{3pu~ar, formed after the Greek mode of reckoning numbers by the 
alphabet. l 

Within this emanation-world, each was precisely what it ought to be 
at its own proper stage; but from the mixture of the godlike and the 
ungodlike arose disharmony, which must be reduced again to harmony. 

It is to be regretted, that at this point, a hiatus exists in the accounts 
we have of the system of Basilides. The question here arises, whether 
he followed the theory which attributed this mixture to a falling down of 
the divine germ of life into the bordering chaos, or the one which sup
posed a self-active kingdom of evil, and traced the mixture to an 
encroachment of this kingdom on the realm of light. 

After what has been said, however, in our introductory remarks, no 
very great importance can be att.r.ibuted to .this difference, so far as it 
'\Vould be likely to affect the partIcular shapmg of the system. In an 
ancient writing of the fourth century,2 some expressions are quoted 
from a work of Basilides,3 in which the subject of discourse relates to 

1 It may be, that this term, which deno.tes 
the Whole emanation-world, as an evolutIOn 
of the Supreme Essence, had some other 
meaning besides j but e"ery attempt to ex
pl~in it would be arbitrary, since there are 
no certain data extant on which to proceed. 

2 'I'he disputation of ArclJelaus and Mani, 
preserved to us in the Latin translation, c. 
55. In :Fabricins' edition of the works of 
lIippolytus, f. 193. 

8 Gieseler, it is true, in a review of his, 
(Studien nnd Kritiken, J. J830, S. 397,) has 
denied that Basilides the Gnostic is here in

34· . 

tended. But I must agree with Baur, who, 
in his work on the religious system of the 
Manicheans, p. 85, pronounces the argu
ments of Gieseler not satisfactory. 'fhe qual
ification, I. Basilides antiquior," can hardly 
be understood to mean, that a different per
son from that Basilides who had some time 
before been mentioned (c. 38. f. 175) in con
nection with Marcion and Vnlentine, was 
intended j for the allusion to a person who 
had been named so far back, is too remote j 
it must necessarily have been more strong
ly marked. The" antiquior" may be 'Very 
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a poor and a rich principle; the nature of the poor being represented 
as one which has supervened, obtruded itself upon things, as without 
root and without plaee.! These very obscure and enigmatical words 
are, indeed, only a fragment. But if we take into consideration, that 
in this whole work of Basilides, or at least in the portion to which this 
sentence forms the introduction, the subject relates to the ~ntagoniBm 
of a good and evil principle, and that afterwards the manifestly Zoro
astrian doctrine concerning the kingdoms of Ormuzd and of Ahriman is 
alluded to,2 it will appear probable that those obscure, introductory 
words are only a symbolical designation of these two principles. The 
good principle is the rich, the evil principle the poor element. The 
being" without root and place," characterizes the absoluteness of the 
principle, that emerges all at once, and mixes itself in the evolution of 
existence. Probably the poor was attracted, by a craving of need, 
toward the riches which were presented to view, and which excited in 
it an irresistible longing to abstract something for itself. Probably 
Basilides would next proceed to cite the Persian doctrine as corrobora
tive of his own dualistic theory. It comports with this view of the matter, 
if, as is stated by Clement of Alexandria, it be true, that he deduced the 
foreign element which united itself with the godlike nature of man, 
from a mL"{ture of these principles.3 If the charges which Clement of 

well understood as referring to the a~c of " original," - which signification, indeed, 
Basilides as compared with that of Mani ; etymologically, it unquestionably admit,q 
and the "quidam," used with regard to a of, - and he refers what is here said to the 
person who had been already named with fall and its consequences. He Stll'poses
others, does not strike me as so very singu " that Basilides, according to his rigid theo
lar, especially in such a style of writing. ry of God's justice, could not allow that 
But how cn.n such slight reasons warrant us, human souls were th.own into these bonds 
when everything else perfectly agrees with of matter without previous guilt." But 
the Basilides known to us, to suppose another neither indeed would deriving the distur
living at the same period, who also must bance of the divine in indiyiduals from the 
have taught dualistic doctrines 1 The trac fall agree with the theory of justice, appr~ 
tutus of Basilides here cited is probably the hemled in this rigid sense. According to thIS 
same work with the E:?TJYTJTlKa, to which theory, on the contrary, each must atone for 
Clemeut of Alexandria refers. his own sin. And even if Basilides taught, 

1 Per pan'ulam (here there is probably a as Gieseler assumes: that the divine genu 
false translation or a f.'l.lse reading) divitis of life became mixed with a dead matter, 
et pauperis naturam, sine radice et sine loco (VATJ) ; yet nothing is gained in this way, 
rebus supervcnientern, un de pllllulaverit in which could avail any thing in carrying out 
dicat. the rigid theory of justice. The souls would 

2 Qure de bonis et malis etiam barbari in still continue to suffer in consequence of an 
qnisiverunt. Here the barbari are the Per inevitable mischance; unless we may sup
si";ns, for the doctrine immediately cited is pose that the first mixture of the spirit with 
eVldently the pure Parsic doctrine. The matter was connected with guilt, and refer 
same f?rm of presentation may perhaps be this mixture itself to a primitive fall in the 
recogUized also in the manner in which lsi world of spirits. But even in that ca~e, 
dorus, the son of Basilides refers certaiu what was at first connected with gUlIt,
enigmaticn.l expressions of Pherecides Sy would, in its consequences, be to the so~ls 
rius, to a cope stretched out in the starry afterwards produced, only an inherited mIS
heavens over the. realm of light. a bulwark fortune. A theory of justice so rigid lfnd 
opposed to the kmgdom cf darkness. Vid. narrow must generally, if it supposes a 
Clemens Strom. 1. VI.. f. 621; Ol'ig. c. Cels. eosmical and historically cohering proce~s
1. VI. c,. 42; Pherecydls fragment.'\, pag. 46, of evolution, become involved in many dif
cd. Sturz. 	 ficulties and contradictions. It may be 

8 Tupaxor Ka2 (jvYXV(Ttr apy,ll'~' Clemens conceived, perhaps, that Basilides supposedr'
Strom.!. II. f. 408. Gieseler, in the review in the first place, an Ol'iginal mixtu~e 0 
mentioned in a. former note, p. 396, has pre~ principles as the cause of all other dlst~r
ferred the significa.tion of the word ci.pXlKor, bances, and then still held fast· to the pnn
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Alexandria brings against' 13asilides, that he deified the devil, might 
have reference to his Dualism, this would furnish a certain proof, that 
he adopted the doctrine about Ahriman ; 1 but this accusation is not to 
be .riO understood. It is to be considered as merely hypothetical; the 
arbitrary deduction of an inference from an assertion of 13asilides, 
which does not belong here, but of which we shall have occasion to speak 
hereafter.2 

But whatever might have been the origin of this mixture of light and 
darkness, of the godlike and the ungodlike, it was obliged, according 
to this system, to subserve the purpose of the godlike, to accomplish 
the ideas of the divine wisdom, - of the law which regulates the en
tire evolution of life; since the kingdom of evil is, in itself, nothing
the godlike is the real; the element destined to triumph by its own 
nature. 

Light, life, soul, goodness, on the one hand - darknes8, death, mat
ter, evil, on the other, - these were the corresponding members of the 
antithesis, which, according to 13asilides' system, extends through the 
whole progressive course of the world. Everywhere, as rust deposits 
itself on the surface of iron, darkness and death cleave to the fallen 
8eeds of light and life; the evil to the good,. the ungodlike to the 
godlike,. - while at the same time it is impossible that the original es
~ence should, in this way, ever be destroyed. It must only purify 
Itself by degrees from the foreign dross, in order to gain once more its 
?l'iginal splendor; - just as the iron needs to be cleansed from its rust, 
III order to recover its higher lustre.s Such a process of purification 
he considered to be the whole course of the present world - which was 
formed for this end, namely, to separate the godlike from all foreign 
mixture, and conduct it back to its kindred element, to a reunion with its 
original source. 

ciple that all suffedng is in some way or 
other a correlative of subjective sin. , 

Now though the word apxuco!,' 1Ilay un
doubtedly signify the original, yet the man
ner in which the words apx;', AOyO!,' apXlKOr, 
flollapXla, are employed in the Alexandrian 
use of the language, is more favorable to 
rny own view of the sense, and the connec
tion of the words seems to me to favor it 
li~ewise ; for O'vy;tVO'l!,' Signifies a conf~scd 
~Ixture, and this requires some determina
tion. Now what it is that is mixed toe-ether, 
the word apXlK.q shows. - it is a miXing to
gether of principles. Doubtless I must ad
rnit, that the words need not necessarily 
designate a confusion or intermingling of 
the potencies of light with a self·active king
dom of Ahriman, but that they may also 
denote the mixture of the fallen, divine 
germ of life with a dead vATj. But we can
not allow there is any force in the argument 
of Gieseler, that if Basiiides had entertain
ed a t~lCory closely related to the Zoroastrian 
Dualism, Docetism would have been the 
necessary result. ,Ve have already assert
ed, and must again repeat, that by such 
reasonings greater importance is ascribed 

to this difference than really belongs to it. 
Just as in the original Parsism, such a mix
ture of the kingdom of Ahriman with the 
kingdom of Hght might be supposed, and 
this world derived therefrom, without yet 
making the evil principle in the world o£ 
sense so radical a one as it is presupposed 
to be by Docetism i while, on the other 
hand, it would be possible to start from the 
notion of the VATj, and yet be led to Doce
tism, as the example of Marcion teaches. 

1 Clem. Strom. 1. IV. f. 507: eWl~(JlI TOll 
tJLU(JoAOll. 

2 Here I rnust allow Gieseler to be right, 
and retract my former view of the matter. 

3 Basilides says this of all suffering of 
the fallen light-nature generally. " Pain 
and anxiety deposit themse1yes ontwardly 
on things~ like, the rust on iron," (0 1rOVOr 
Kat 0 ¢u(Jor f1rlCVfl(JaIVEt TOlr 1rpUYflaO'LV 
~r 0 lor Tt'fJ O'lJ~PI:).) Strom. 1. IV. f. 509, n. 
In all this we see the spirit of the original 
Zoroastrian doctrine fur more clearly ex
pressed than in the gloomy Du~lism of o!her 
Gnostics, where the Zoroastmm doctnnes 
appear as if modified by a tone of mind 
which did not spring from that system. 
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In the system of Basilides, we find contradictory elements. On the 
one hand, there prevails in it, by virtue of the Dualism and the mixture 
of the two principles, the idea of a natural necessity determining .tho 
fate of souls; but, on the other hand, he takes great pains to give dis
tinct prominence to the notion of justice, - a justice which accurately 
weighs the amount of merit and demerit; and to the notion of a free 
will, which conditions the whole development and destiny of man. As 
in man's life on earth, each moment stands connected with the one 
which preceded it, and is thereby determined, according to the differ
ent application he may give to it by his free will, so in Basilides' 
scheme, the life of each individual man on earth stands connected, in 
the great refining process of the universe, with the preceding series of 
existences. Each one brings evil with him out of some earlier state of 
existence; and has to atone for it and purify himself from it in the 
present life. Upon his moral conduct, again, in this earthly life, de
pends his condition in a subsequent state of existence. In this sense 
Basilides explains the 'words of Moses, respecting retribution until the 
third and fourth generation.1 Thus it is certain that the transmigra
tion of souls, within the sphere of humanity, occupies an important 
place in the system of Basilides. 

But here the question arises~ whether he did not extend his doctrine 
about the transmigration of souls still further; whether he did not sup
pose that the soul migrated also into the brute animal kingdom.· This 
might seem, indeed, to jar with the Tlteodieee above noticed, which 
sprang out of the strict notion of justice; but the words of Basilides 
himself 2 express such a doctrine, when, in explaining Rom. 7: 9, he 
says: "I lived once without the law; that is, before I came into this 
human body, I lived in a bodily shape which is not subject to the law; 
in a brute body." There is evidently pre-supposed here a transposition 
of the soul from the organism of the brute body, which still holds the 
consciousness of reason enthralled, into the organism of the human 
body, in which it attains to free development, and hence to the con
sciousness of the moral law. Such a doctrine is closely connected, 
too, with the fundamental ideas of Basilides. From the kingdom of 

. evil, of darkness, nothing positive can proceed - it is only like the rust, 
which deposits itself on iron. All that issues from the realm of light 
is life and soul. From the kingdom of darkness, which has mixed itself 
in with the products of the kingdom of light, that only springs which 
holds enthralled the light and the germs of life, - the souls every~ 
where scattered, - which does not suffer them to come to themselves. 
It is the bond of matter. Thus he was obliged to recognize also in the 

1 The proof or this is to be found in the and principles of thcir master. But tho 
words of the Didasral. Anatol. in Clement connection in which this doctrine stands 
of Alexandria, ed. Paris, 1641, f. 794: To' with his principles, evinces that it must be 
{}EO~ U7l"oOtoov~ e7l"t rpLT'T/V Kat Terupr1/V yt actually considered as having originated 
'liEU'll roi~ U1rEL,<tOV()t, !/JaC1LV oi U1rO Ba()LAel with him. 
OOV Karu TlL~ eV(J(.)parw(Jw;. It is true, the 2 Preserved by Origin in the fifth hook 
writer is here speaking only of the follow of his Commentary on Romans, T. IV. 
ers of Basilides, and among these there opp. f. 549. 
were some who departed far from the spirit 
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brute kingdom a soul oppressed and confined by elements belonging to 
the kingdom of darkness. And this we should have to reconcile with 
his principle, already stated, respecting justice and divine retribution, 
in the following manner. As long as the soul is kept confined in that 
lower kingdom of nature, it lies prostrated under the destiny of that 
mixture, under the power of the nature which fetters it; but when it 
once attains to a free d~velopment of the rational principle, or of its 
light-nature, or when it has once passed over into the human organism', 
the law of rigid· justice begins to apply in deciding the destiny of the 
free rational beings thus produced. 

According to Basilides, then, there is no such thing as a dead na
ture. What is dead, has no existence for itself; it is only that which 
oppresses actual life, till the reaction of the latter becomes strong 
enough to burst the enveloping rind. Thus, throughout all nature, he 
perceives a life striving after release from the bonds of matter, in a 
progressive movement towards freedom, from the mineral kingdom, up
ward through the different stages of nature to man. Accordingly the 
ethics of Basilides was based on his cosmogonic doctrine, when proceed
ing on this principle of the identity of life and soul in all things ,1 he 
announced the law: "Love must embrace all, because all things stand 
in a certain relation to all, - all things are closely akin to all." 2 And 
so, in the purifying and evolving process of the universe, there pre
vails a two-fold law; - the law of natural necessity in the evolution 
from below upward to man; and the progressive education, determined 
by the laws of the moral order of the universe, from man onward; from 
this point, progress and regress, bliss and wretchedness, are conditioned 
on free self-determination. 

What we remarked concerning the place which the Demiurge occu
pied in the systems of the first class of Gnostic sects, applies to that 
angel, who, Basilides supposed, was set over the entire earthly course 
of the world, over the whole purifying process of nature and history. 
This being he denominates the ruler, (0 apx(.)v.) This Archon does 
not, according to his doctrine act in his government of the world inde
pendently and arbitrarily; b~t the whole proceeds ultimately from the 
ov~rruling providence of the S~preme God. . . : 

Three factors meet torrether III the remarkable doctnne of Baslhdes 
concerning providence ; ~ but the factor from which everything even~ 
tually springs and on which everything depends, though through num~ 
berless intermediate agents, is the Supreme God himself. From him 
comes the law implanted in the nature of all beings, according to which 
they develope themselves, and which conditions all influences by which 
they are capable of being affected - the law containing in itself the 
Whole process of the development of the universe. ~'he Archon does 
~othing more than give the impulse to the execution ·of that which 
IS already grounded, so far as it concerns the inherent 'law and the im~ 
planted power, in the individual beings themselves. He ~orks on all 

1 As in Buddhaism. To hYa7iE1dvat UTraVTa, OTt AOYOV aTroO'cJ.. 
2 The words of Basilidcs, as they arc {oval 7TpOr TO 7TUV CmaVTa. 

found in Clement, Strom. 1. VI. f. 508: 
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in obedience to this law of nature derived from the Supreme God, and 
calls forth what is deposited and prepared in these laws of nature 
into action; - and in this guiding activity of his, he acts simply, 
though unconscious of it, as an instrument of the Supreme God. "Al
though that which we call providence," says Basilides, " begins to be 
put in motion by the Atchon, yet it had been implanted in the nature 
of things at the same time with the origin of that nature, by the God 
of the universe." 1 

We see how Basilides endeavored to take a middle course between 
two opposite ways of conceiving the divine government of the world: 
that which represented God as operating only in a transitive manner 
upon things without himself; and the other, the Neo-Platonic, which 
used the word providence to denote simply an eternal, immanent neces
sity in the universe, developing itself according to invariable laws. 
Although, in his language, he approaches to the Neo-Platonic view,2 
yet he adopts nothing but what can be reconciled with the theistic view 
of the world; and in him we find fresh confirmation of what we have be
fore said respecting the relation of Gnosticism to the Neo-Platonic 
philosophy. The recognition of a personal God, whose agency is con
tinually and everywhere concerned in the evolution of the universe, 
and the teleological moment, closely connected therewith, distinguish 
his fundamental position from that of Neo-Platonism. Hence, too, the 
communication of something higher, of something above nature and 
above reason, finds place in his system; while to Plotinus, on the other 
hand, that which is above reason must appear contrary to reason. 

Olosely connected with Basilides' doctrine respecting the angels, the 
different grades of the spiritual world, respecting the process of puri
fication, and the training of incorporated souls, is that of his son Isido
rus, which, perhaps, we may properly refer back to the father, - that 
every soul, on becoming incorporated in a body, is attended by an 
angel, possessing some affinity with its peculiar nature, to whom is com
mitted the guidance of its particular process of purification, and of its 
particular training; and who, probably, after its separation from the 
body, was supposed to accompany it t() the place of its destination ?~n· 
ditioned by its conduct on earth - in this sense, a guardian spmt, 
which everywhere accompanies its kindred soul. Such a spirit, ac· 
cording to Isodorus, was the demon of Socrates.3 

1 Cl~m~ns. ,S~ro?l. 1. IV:. f. 509: 'R 1rp?
VOla De, E:L Kat urro (not vrro, beeause tillS 
impulse proceeds, indeed, from him, but is 
to be derived from another as the first 
canse,) TOV UPXOVTO!:, cJ!: IPavat, lavetu{}aL 
UpXf:TaL, UAA' iYKauUrrapTJ mi!: ovuialr uvv 
/CaL Ty TWV OVUtwv Yf:VEUf:t rrpo!: TOU TWV 
OACJV rrF:Ov. It is true, Clement does not 
cite these words directly as the languaO'e of 
Basilides. But as he is treating of hi';u in 
this whole passage, and as the expression 
apxCJv is pecnliar to Basilides, it scarcely 
admits of doubt, that Clement, who is bent 
on refuting Basilides on his own principles 
makes use of his own words. ' 

2 Vid. Plotin. Ennead. III. 1. II. at the 

beginning: 'Errd ae TO ud /CaL TO _ovrro~£ 
fLfJ TlfJ /coUfLltJ TrfiOe tpafLev rrapeival, T1JV rrpo: 
votav bp{}w~ (LV /CaL UKOAOV{}O!: AEYOtP.tV TI:' 
1raVTt elVaL, TO /CaTll vovv a'uTO elvat. • 

8 Isidorus cites, in the first book of hiS 
exposition of the prophet Parchor, so call
ed, a doctrine of this sort tanght by the. an
cients, as one of the loftier truths rec,elvcd 
by them: ~au~ de ol •ATTt/cOL p.ep.TJvva;'J~' 
Ttvll };CJKpaTeL 1rapf:rrOfLEvOV oaifLovo!: av~l:'. 
Kat 'AptUTOTEATJ!: oaifLoat /Cf:XP"attat 1ra~
Ta!: av-{JptJ1rOVr Myu avvop.apTovutV av~ot~ 
1rapa TOV Xpovov T,,!: lvuCJp.aTtJufCJ!:. WI~h
ont doubt, from some writing falsely attrib
uted to Aristotle. Strom. I. VI. f. 641. 
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It appears evident from what has been said, how far 13asilides was 
from adopting an absolute Dualism; how far he was from countenanc
ing an unchristian contempt or morose hatred of the world; how his 
system, perhaps, led those who studied it to recognize the revelation 
of one God in the creation, to observe the connection subsisting between 
divine things and natural, between grace and nature. His aim was, to 
make men conscious of the unity of God's revelation in nature and in 
history, -.,... to lead them "to consider the whole universe as one temple 
of God." The Theodicee was with him a point of the greatest impor
tance. Faith in the goodness, holiness, and justice of Providence stood 
more firmly fixed in his mind, than all things else. Whenever, in con
templating the course of the world, difficulties presented themselves to 
his mind, leading to perplexity and doubt, his last word ever was, " I 
will assert anything, sooner than I will allow a complaint or a slur to be 
cast on Providence." 1 

From Basilides' theory of the Archon in his relation to the Supreme 
~od, we may easily infer what his opinion was of Judaism, and of its rela
tIon to Christianity. The Jews are, it is true, in idea, and in the ideal sig
nificancy of their religion and of their national destination, that conse
crated people of the Supreme God, from whom the true knowledge and 
worship of the Most High was one day to proceed; but in actual mani
festation, they appear only as a people devoted and consecrated to the 
Archon, who for a while constitutes the highest potence in the history 
of the world. The great mass of this people regarded him as the Su
preme and only God. It was tqe spiritual men alone among the Jews, 
th~y who constituted the spiritual Israel, that became actually con
S~lOUs of that ideal significancy, and in whom it attained to its r~aliza
bon. These alone soared beyond the Archon himself to the presentiment 
of the Supreme God, revealing himself through the other, as his uncon
~cious instrument. They only could rise to the intuition of the ideas 
Inspired by the Supreme God in the Archon, which the latter reveals 
under the' cover of Judaism, without comprehending them himself. 
These ideas, not fathomed by the Archon himself, to whom they were 
exhibited under a sensuous covering and drapery answering to the in
ferior grade of his limited nature, form the connecting link betwixt this 
mediated and veiled revelation of the Supreme God in the Old Testa
ment and his immediate and unveiled self-manifestation in Christianity. 
Accordingly 13asilides says, "Moses erected but one temple of God, 
and thus proclaimed one universe of God."2 By this was hinted, as we 
find ,it somewhat similarly expressed in Philo, the universality of the 
reference, lying at the very foundation of Judaism. Basilides, how
ever, did not confine himself to the canonical writings of the Old Testa
lUent alone. He made use of apocryphal scriptures besides, which are 

l ~ niiv lpw, fLaAAov";q /Ca/Cov TO 7rpOVOVV Philo and Josephus, also, both consider the 
pw. Strom.!. IV. f. 506. temple as a symbol of the world, and carry 

2 "Eva 0' ovv viwv lc5pvaupevor Toli {}wv, the image into further details. Philo 7repl 
p.ovoyev·~ TE K.6apov /CaT1lYyeLAf:. Strom. fLovapxiar 1. II.: To p'i:v UVWT<lTlt' /Cat 1fPO, 
1. V. f. 583, D. We perceive here, both in ciA~{}etaV lepov {}eoli vopi'etv TOV uVfL1faVTa 
the thought and the expression, the ele xpil K.oa/tov elvaL, TO oe xelpOTp1JTOV. 
ments of an Alexandrian-Jewish education. 
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unknown to us - predictions of a certain prophet Pat:chor, and revela
tions passing under the name of the Patriarch Ham. We can hardly 
suppose such writings were forged by him or his school. Probably 
they were works handed down from more ancient times; wOFks which 
he used in good faith; - monuments of some older ante-Christian 
source of the ideas lying at the root of the Gnosis. Perhaps he be
lieved that in these documents he found a still clearer· exposition of the 
loftier truth transmitted in the form of secret doctrines, than he could 
find in the canonical scriptures of the Old Testament. He might easily 
explain it to his own satisfaction, how a people who had no recipiency 
for such ideas, would naturally have nothing to do with the books con
taining this higher truth, and so rejected them. 

We perceive here such an element of universality; - and with this 
agrees the fact, that he did not confine the tradition of the higher 
truth in the ante-Christian period exclusively to the Jewish people, but 
supposed that he found indications of the same truth beyond the limits 
of that nation. We have seen, indeed, that he cites the doctrine of Zo
roaster as a testimony of the truth. The fact that he derived the tradi
tion of the higher wisdom from Ham, not from Shem, indicates perhaps 
that he acknowledged the authority of a tradition which was not He
brew. It is not improbable, that he valued the wisdom of those who 
by the Greeks were called barbarians, above the Greek philosophy it
self.l Yet it is certain, as appears from a remark of Isidorus, already 
cited, that he sought also in the Greek philosophers, Plato and Aristo
tle, whether. it was in their genuine works or in spurious writings at
tributed to them, the vestiges of that higher wisdom. In the passage 
from Isidore's exposition of the prophet Parchor, which has come down 
to us, these vestiges of truth, to be found in the Greek philosophers, 
were not derived however from a common inward source, a reaction of 
the spiritual principle against paganism in the more eminent men, but 
from a source without themselves, a tradition received from another 
quarter. Yet the calm and considerate spirit of this school, and its 
more favorable judgment of the Greek philosophy, are evinced by the 
fact, that Isidorus does not fasten in this case on the Jewish fables re
specting the fallen spirits, who had intercourse with the daughters of 
men, and diffused the higher kinds of knowledge in the pagan world; 
but upon the less fantastic, although not historical hypothesis of the 
Alexandrian-Jewish theology, according to which the Greek philoso
phers had borrowed such doctrines from the scriptures of the Old Tes
tament, through the medium of Egypt. "And let no one believe," says 
Isidore, " that what we consider to be the peculiar property of the elect 
had been declared before by some philosophers; for it is no discover! 
of theirs, but they have taken it from the prophets and appropriated It 
tel themselves, and united it with their own pretended wisdom." 2 It 

1 Giving this turn to Plato's expression eVPTJp.a· Ti:JV de 7rP0 9TJTi:JV crI/JeuplCiu,Ufl'Ol
"EAATJVe~ ad 7raidq·. ' 7rpocri{)TJKaV Ti/J p.~ 1J7rUpxoVTt KaT' a{n:ovr 

~ Kat p.~ Tl~ olirr8CJ, a l/Jap.Ev Mwv elvaL croCPi/J. Strom. 1. VI. f. 641. I now belIeve 
Ti:JV tKAeKTi:Jv, TOVTO 7rpoetp1Jp.ivov V7rUpxEtV the latter expression should be understood 
V7rO nvCJv tptAocro~CJV, ov yap ecrTtV aVTi:Jv as neuter, " the wisdom which does not ex' 
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is crear from this, what a low estimate was placed by this school on the 
Hellenic philosophy as compared with the Old Testament, and even 
with the. ancient wisdom of the East. Isidore describes the Greek 
philosophers as men who merely give themselves the appearance of 
philosophizing.! He acknowledged in the Greek philosophy no original, 
but only derivative truth, and that alloyed by foreign corruptions. 

But the doctrine, above noticed, concerning a guardian angel, com
missioned to attend' on every soul, may, perhaps, be considered as a 
proof that he did not by any means consider the pagan nations to be 
deserted and left destitute of all divine influences and providential care. 
As he made a guardian ange1 attend on each individual soul, he would, 
perhaps, following the analogy of this theory, have angels placed as 
rulers over the several nations. In this doctrine the Basilideans of the 
West, with whom Irenreus became acquainted, may have rightly appre
hended the opinions of their master; though they superadded some
thing else, which did not come from him. These angels, the Elohim of 
other nations, he considered, probably, as national gods, just as he sup
posed the Archon, who stood at their head, to be the particular god of 
the Jewish people. It is evident that in entertaining such a theory of 
the Elohim, he might lean for support on several passages in the Alex
andrian version of the Bible, - that he appropriated to himself an idea 
that had long been extant.2 

Thus there ruled over mankind those subordinate powers, to whom 
men's consciousness was subjected; no one could release himself whol
ly from their spell, from the spell of the cosmic principle. There ex
isted, for the most part, only an unconscious union with, the Supreme 
God and the order of world which stood in relationship with him. The 
natures which bore within them the germ of a life akin to him, remained 
fettered and confined within the province of the Archon. 

Without question, Basilides possessed a profound knowledge of the 
spiritual condition of mankind in the ante-Christian period, and especial
ly the time immediately preceding the appearance of Christ; without 
question, he had a profound sense of that oppressive weight lying on the 
consciousness of mankind, and especially on the noblest natures, of that 
unconscious craving after a release of the spirit; and from this vantage 
ground, he might come to know the nature of the redemption and to 
perceive its necessity. If he apprehended it only on a single side, yet 
it had a necessary place in his system. Without it, the separation be
twixt the world of the Archon and the proper divine order of the world 
must ever continue to exist. The spirits destined for the highest stage 

ist with them," i. e. their pretended wisdom. pared with v. 8. All the Elohim that pre
The verb 7rpOl1TtrJivat seems to me best sided over the other nations, are called upon 
suited to this rendering of croifiiiJ· to do homage to God's people. 'What the 

1 Tov~ 7rpo(motovf-livov~ 9tAocrOr/>eiV. nations were to do, and what the powers 
Strom. I. VI. f. 641. ruling over them do, is, according to this 

2 Besides the passage already cited on p. scheme, one and the same thing. The for
380, - in the same song of Moses, Deut. mer is derived from the latter. Compo Ps. 
32: 43, are the words, not found in the He 97: 7 where the Alexandrians translate 
brew, which the translator has added on the o'::it,~ by ayyeAot, and beyond question 
ground of some such theory: IW~ 7rpocrKV had iii mind such powers as the national 
VTJuuTt.)(rav aVTiiJ 7ra:vTet; uyyeAOt -&eov, com gods were supposed to be. 
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of being must ever remain confined in their depressing thraldom. They 
might, indeed, through the progressive movement of the metempsycho
sis, rise from one higher step to another in the kingdom of the Archon; 
but they could not, in conformity with the longing implanted within 
them, attain, over and beyond this kingdom and the Archon himself, to 
fellowship with the highest order of the world, and to the clear con
sciousness as well as' to the full and free exercise of their higher nature, 
unless the Supreme God himself brought his divine life ncar to their 
kindred germ of life, and thereby first set the latter into activity. And 
whilst,by the act of redemption, the spiritual natures were exalted to the 
highest position, its influence is made to extend also to the subordinate 
stages of existence; harmony is everywhere restored, each order of 
being attains to its natural destination. 

But if, on the one hand, Basilides, in his mode of apprehending tho 
doctrine of redemption, departed essentially from the Jewish position, 
yet on the other, like Cerinthus, he agreed entirely with the Ebionites, 
in supposing a sudden entrance of the Divine nature into the life of 
Jesus, and admitting of no such thing as a God-man, in whom from the 
first the divine and the human elements were inseparably united. He 
supposed at bottom, it is true, a redeeming God, but no redeeming 
God-man. The man Jesus was not in his view the Redeemer; he dif
fered from other men only in degree. Basilides does not seem to have 
allowed even that he possessed absolute impeccability . Jesus, in his 
view, was merely the instrument, whom the redeeming God selected, 
for the purpose of revealing himself in humanity and of entering into it 
with an influential agency. The Reueemer, in the proper and highest 
sense of the term, was, as he supposed, the highest lEon,l sent down 
by the Supreme God to execute the work of redemption. This being 
united himself with the man Jesus at his Qaptism in the Jordan. 

Now, although Basilides did not acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth to be 
the Redeemer, but held that Jesus himself stood in the need of redemp
tion, yet he cannot be accused of holding that the redemption was sim
ply an ideal thing, and of denying it as a great historical fact. Far in
deed was it from him, as may be gathered from what has been said, to 
suppose that any being enthralled within the kingdom of the Archon, 
could release himself. There was required for this an objective fact, 
the actual entrance of that might from a higher world, the vov~, into 
the world of earthly manifestation, which was accomplished through 
the medium of the man Jesus. This, according to Basilides, was the 
gr.eatest fact in the history of the created universe, from which every
thmg tha~ succeeded, to the final end of the perfedly restored harmony 
of t~e unIverse, must proceed. The manner in which he speaks of the 
bapt~sm .o~ Jesus, testifies of the impression which this fact, a~d the 
pubhc. mUllstry O! Christ following thereupon, had left by traditIOn on 
the mmds of ChrIstians. Clement cites on this point the following words 
coming from the Basilidean schoo1.2 "When the Archon himself heard 

1 Or voiir, who, inasmuch as he ministers for the salvation of mankind is called t5dl"OVO~. 
2 Clemens Stromat.lib. II. f. 375. ) 
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the word of the communicated Spirit,! (the Spirit sent from above,) he 
was amazed at what he heard and at what he beheld,2 the joyful an
nunciationS being 'wholly unexpected to him; and his amazement was 
called fear,4 the beginning of wisdom,-of a wisdom which discrimi
nated the different classes of men, perfected all, and restored the origi
nal harmony; for he distinguished and separated from one another not 
only the natures belonging to the world, (to his own kingdom,) but also 
the elect (the pneumatic natures superior to the Archon's kingdom) 
from them, and released them from· his bann (or conducted them) to 
the God who is over all." 5 

Thus a new light dawns on the Archon himself. He comes to the 
knowledge of a higher God and a higher world, above himself. He 
is redeemed from his confinement. He attains to the consciousness 
of a superior power, which rules over'all, and which he himself, with
out being aware of it, has always been serving. He sees himself 
released from the mighty task of governing the world, which until now 
he supposed that he supported alone, and for which his powers had not 
proved adequate. If it had thus far cost him so much pains, and he 
still could not succeed in reducing the conflicting elements in the 
course of the world to order 1 he now beholds a power adequate to over
Come every obstacle, and reduce all opposites to unity. Basilides, part
ly from a more profound insight into the essential character of Christi
anity and of history, partly from those effects of Christianity which 
were before his own eyes and which contained the germ of the future, 
foresees what stuff to excite fermentation, and what separation of ele
ments, would be introduced by it into humanity. He perceives how 
the recipient minds among every people, freed from the might which 
held their consciousness in fetters, redeemed from all creaturely depen
dence, and raised to communion with their original source, would be
comE,} united with one 'another in a higher unity. All these effects pre

1 We may presume the word is meant which expectation of the Demiurge the 
Which, according to the Nazarene gospel, Gnostics referred such passages as Rom. 8 : 
(see above, p. 350,) the Holy Ghost is said 20,21- Vid. Orig. T. J. in Joann. § 24,
to have spoken to Christ at the moment of could be no otherwise dian joyful to him. 
his descent upon him. Compo Didascal. Anatol. opp. Clem. f. 796, 

2 The glorified appearance in which D., where the blessing which the Demiurge 
Christ, when united with this exalted being, pronounces on the Sabbath is adduced, to 
presented himself to the Archon: or the show how difficult the work was for him. 
sight of the miraculous dove, which was a ~ Thus Ps. III : 10, "The fear of the Lord 
symbol of the Spirit, which had come down is the beginning ofwisdom," was interpreted. 
from on high; or the miraculous appear 6 AVTOV TOV uPX0ll'ra t7r'alWl)(faVTa T1;V 
ances accompanyinO' the baptism of Christ, I/>U(1lV TOV OtaKoVOV/Levov 1!'Vev/LaTOr, tK7r'Aa
accQrding to the go~pel of the Ebionites. YTtvat TCiJ fha/LaTL 7r'ap' t)..7r'tOar evayyeAt

a The annunciation of the Spirit being U/Levov, Kat T~V lK7r'Aij~tV aVTOV ¢of3ov KA1I
called a evayyO.. wv for the uPXCJv, it is evi -&itvat, UPX1}V yevo/Levov Uocptar qJVAOKptV1/
dent that he did not yield to the higher TLKijr Te Kat OWKptTtKitr Kat TeAfCJTtKnr Kat 
power merely from constraint; but his first U7r'OKaTa(1TaTtKijr, oil yap /LOVOV TOV KOU/LOV, 
amazement was converted into reverential aAAa Kat T1}V lKAOy1}V dtaKptVar, 0 E7r'L 7r'aC1L 
joy. The prospect of being one day re 7r'P07r'e/L7r'et, (this then would be the up~CJv')
leased from the embarrasing government Assuming TCiJ to be the correct readmg, I 
of the world, when the elect natures should have rendered as in the text: in this case, 
have attained to their destined glory, and the Supreme God must be understood to be 
of entering into rest with his own, - to denoted. 
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sented themselves to his imagination as an impression made on the Ar
chon at the baptism of Christ. . 

The whole work of redemption, then, Basilides, like Cerinth, attrib
uted to the redeeming heavenly Genius. Most probably he agreed also 
with the latter, in supposing that this Genius, at the time of the passion, 
left the man to himself, whom he before used as his instrument. The 
sufferings of Christ 'could not, according to the system of Basilides, 
have the least connection with the work of redemption; for according 
to his narrow conception of justice, the divine justice does not allow 
that one being should innocently suffer for another; it requires that the 
sin of each individual should be expiated by suffering. He regarded 
not only suffering in general, but also the particular sufferings of each 
individual, in the light of a punishment for sin. He embraced the the
ory which Christ (John 9 : 3; Luke 13: 2) condemned. "Each in
dividual suffers, either for actual sins, or for that evil in his nature, 
which he brought with him from an earlier state of existence, and which 
may not as yet have come into actual manifestation." 1 Thus it was 
by pointing to this latter, that he vindicated Providence in respect to 
the suffering of children. 'Vhen pressed with an objection drawn from 
the suffering of men of acknowledged goodness, he might undoubtedly 
appeal, and with good reason, to the general fact of the sinfulness of 
human nature, and reply: ',' Whatever man you can name to me, he is 
still a man. God alone is holy. Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? Not one." Job'14: 4. 

But the case was different when this proposition came to be applied 
to the Redeemer, who, as certainly as he is the Redeemer, must be 
pure from sin. Clement of Alexandria directly accuses Basilides of 
carrying the proposition even to this extent. In tlwse words, which 
Clement cites, this surely is not necessarily implied. He merely says, 
"If, however, you let this whole investigation go, and endeavor to bring 
me into difficulty by adducing the case of certain persqns; if you say, 
Then he has sinned, for he has suffered, &c." It might be held, that 
Basilides is sil!1ply speaking here of certain men who were regarded 
with peculiar veneration, who stood in high repute for holiness; and 
Clement took the liberty to draw his own conclusion. But in the fir~t 
place, the objection which Basilides supposes to be made against h18 
position, would lose all its force and meaning, if it were not designed 
to be understood precisely in the sense above given; and next, th~ 
wide extension of the proposition stands intimately connected with hIS 
theory concerning the relation of suffering to sin, and with his theory 
of the divine justice and of the process of purification to which every 
nature belonging to the kingdom of the Archon is subjected. ~he 
Jesus who belonged to this kingdom certainly. needed redemption hun
self, and could only be made partaker of it by his union with that heav
enly redeeming spirit. To render him worthy of being redeemed be
fore all others that needed redemption, and of being employed as the 

1 Sufferings, - expiatory and purgative of sin, (apapTta or the apapT1JTtlc6v.) Strom. 
1. IV. f. 506. 
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instrument for diffusing abroad the influences of the redeeming Genius 
to others, it was sufficient, if, as the most excellent and the purest of 
men, who had advanced the furthest in the work of purification, he 
possessed the minimum of sinfulness. Here indeed the objection might 
be urged against the Basilidean system, which certainly must have 
supposed that some proportion existed betwixt the degree of sin and 
the degree of punishment - how then reconcile so. great suffering with 
the smallest degree of sinfulness? But here, probably, as we may in
fer from his remarks on martyrdom, he could be at no loss for an 
answer: "The consciousness of serving as an instrument for the high
est and holiest cause of humanity, and of suffering in this mission, 
(perhaps, too, the prospect of the glory into which he was to enter 
through suffering,) so sweetened the pain, as entirely to remove the 
sense of suffering." 

In accordance with the same principle, he denied the doctrine of jus
tification in the sense of Paul. He admitted no such thing as objec
tive justification in the sight of God, as forgiveness of sin, in the sense 
of deliverance from the guilt and punishment of sin. Every sin, 
whether committed before or after faith in the Redeemer, or baptism, 
must, according to his scheme, be in like mallner expiated by suffering. 
This was a necessary law of the government of the universe, which 
could in no wise be dispensed with. The only exception he makes is in 
the case of sins of ignorance, or unintentional sins; 1 but unfortunately 
his explanation of expressions so vague and undefined, has not come down 
to us. Perhaps he intended only sins of ignorance not involving guilt, 
which had been committed in a state of consciousness obstructed by 
Some involuntary confinement - analogous to the state of the rational 
principle held restrained in the bodies of brutes. But if, on the other 
hand, by justification (OtKat(JUtr, OtlWlOuVVt'J,) is meant an inward, sub
jective condition of being made iust, sanctification by the communi
cating of a divine life; such a doctrine had a very important and neces
sary place in the system of Basilides. 

Among .the religious and moral ideas. of the Basilidean 8cho~l, there 
are several other remarkable points whICh deserve to be partIcularly 
noticed. 

What distinguishes Basilides from other Gnostics is this, - that he 
did not oppose the Gnosis as the highest stage in religion, to the 7rtUTtr, 
- to faith; but valued faith itself as the"highest quality. Yet he dis
tinguished in the latter a series of higher and lower degrees, corres
ponding to the different grades of perfection which different souls are 
destined to occupy in that higher spiritual world from whence they 
~prang. He supposed, in fact, as we have remarked, a series of grades 
In the higher world of spirits, of which one continually symbolized the 
other" Divine germs of life from all these grades had become mixed 
with the kingdom of darkness. Christianity is the sifting principle, 
whereby the spiritual natures belonging to the different grades of the 
spiritual world are separated, are brought to the consciousness of their 

1 M6va~ Tar aKovuiovr; Kat KaT' u:yvoiav "9letnJat. Strom. 1. IV. f. 536. 
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own proper essence, and acquire the power of bringing it into action, 
and of rising to that region of the spiritual world, to which they belong 
by virtue of this their proper and essential being, which before had re
mained undeveloped. By means of Christianity, men arrive, in this man
ner, at the different positions for which they are fitted by their peculiar 
natures, each reaching the stage of perfection of which he is capable. 
At the entrance of the redeeming spirit into the world, the Archon, 
in a word, received the uOIpla t/>VAOKptVT/Tl/(,f]. Now that by which this 
process of separation actually takes place in the different natures, 
and by which each individual is enabled to reach that grade of the 
higher world which corresponds to his spiritual essence, is faith. In 
this way we must understand the Basilidean school, when they taught 
that" faith and election, both taken together, constitute one thing, an
swering to each of the several grades of the spiritual world; and the 
faith of each individual nature in this world exactly corresponds to 
its supramundane election." 1 

Such being the scheme of Basilides, we may perhaps conclude, that 
the ordinary standard of Christian truth, as he. found it existing with 
the majority in the church, met with more tavor and experienced 
greater justice from him, than it usually did from other Gnostics. These 
ordinary believers he recognized as Christians, members of one Chri~ 
tian community; and he distinguished in this regard only different 
stages of Christian knowledge. Faith he considered the common foun
dation of Christian fellowship, and supposed only that besides this, 
which was common to all, there were different degrees of Christian con
sciousness. It is evident then, that he was far from ascribing the 
'lrlUTlr,', considered as faith grounded on outward authority and cleav
ing altogether to things sensible, exclusively to the psychical class. He 
understood faith to be in its essence an inward principle. Faith, 
according to his apprehension, is a conviction that springs from the 
contact of the spirit with the godlike, from the attractive power exer
cised by the higher world over its kindred spirit. The spirit has re
vealed to it that higher region of existence, whence it came and to which 
it belongs; and it feels itself drawn towards its kindred element. 
Faith is an immediate fact, which renders all evidence superfluous. 
The spirit, in this case, grasps the truths corresponding to its own 
essence by an immediate in~uition.2 The soul assents to that whic~ 
does not come to it through the senses, which is not presented to It 
under any form of sense.3 Although the elect live on, as strangers in 
the world, yet, through the buoyancy of faith, they perceive the reality 
of the things of that higher world which beam on them from afar. But 
to the peculiar standing ground of each individual's faith must cor~es
pond also the peculiar standing ground of his hope - the convictIOn 
that he shall actually enter into that higher world to which he had been 

1 II£uTtV ufla Ka~ eKl..oy~v olK;f;lav eivat 2 Ta fla-{)~para aVa7rOdel/cTc.>r,' evplUKovaa 

Ka~ eKauTov OtflUTT/fla, KaT' e:rraKoAOvffT/fla KaTaAftVJet VOT/TtKfj. Strom.!' II. f. 36~. 
0' au Tnr,' eKl..oyr;r,' Tnr,' inreplCouplOV Ti)v /(,OU 8 Faith is a 1/Ivxnr,' uvYKaTu-{)eUtr,' 7rp0r,' 1'£ 

flL/C1JV (bruU1J~ PVU£(,)~ uvvi-lreaffaL 7rianv. TWv flll K'VOVVTc.>V aIaffl1uLv du£ TO fl1) '1T'a
Strom. 1. II. f. 363. peivat. L. C. f.371. 
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already united by faith; shall attain to the full possession of those bless
ings which faith has laid hold on.l 

Now if we perceive something of the Pauline spirit in the peculiar 
prominence which Basilides gives to the idea of faith, yet presently we 
see him again departing widely from the Apostle Paul, inasmuch as he 
places the essence of faith rather in an intuitive than in a practical and 
ethical element; making it proceed rather from an intuition of the 
spirit, than from a determination of the will conditioning the direction 
of the heart; and it is easy to see how this difference is grounded in 
the very nature of his fundamental principle. 

The objection which Flotinus brought against the Gnostics generally, 
that they neglecled ethics, cannot be justly applied to the school of Ba
sUides; for Isidorus composed a system of ethics, from which unfortu
nately but a very few words have been preserved to us by Clement of 
Alexandria. 

The moral system of Basilides is to be gathered from his Cosmog
ony. Assuming a mixture of opposite principles, and considering the 
development of the human race as a process of purification, lrhich was 
to be carried onward to its end by Christianity, he must necessarily 
have made the fundamental principle of his moral system to be this
namely, that the godlike nature of man should be purified from the 
foreign elements adhering to it, and approach continually nearer to its 
free development and activity. Man, according to this system, is a 
microcosm, - carrying within himself opposite elements from two oppo
site kingdoms. In the elements foreign to his higher nature,2 are 
reflected the different properties of the animal, vegetable and mineral 
kingdoms; - hence the temperaments, desires and passions which cor
respond to these different properties, (for example, the mimic, sportive 
nature of the ape, the murderous disposition of the wolf, the hardness 
of the diamond, &c. ;) - the collective sum of all these effluxes from 
the animal, vegetable and mineral worlds forms the blind, irrational 
soul,S which constantly threatens to check and disturbs the activity of 
man's godlike nature. The Isidorus above mentioned thought it of 
great importance to secure this doctrine against the objection or the 
misapprehension, that its tendency was to destroy moral freedom, and 
to furnish an excuse for all wickedness, as if it resulted from the irre
sistible influence of these foreign mixtures. He appeals, on the other 
hand, to the superior power of the godlike element. " Having, by the 
rational principle within us, so much the advantage, we ought to appear 
as conquerors over the lower creation within us." 4 "Let one but have 
the 1.vill," says he, " to do nothing but what is right, and one will ac
~uire the power." 5 But this earnest will, this true love for goodness, 
IS for the most part the only thing wanting. " We say indeed with 

1 KaniAA1JAov elvat T1j bcf.J.nTov eA1f'iot s The'''''vx~ 1f'pOC1~vijr uAoyor. 
IClZ~ rijr 1f'l(1TWr Tijv o(Jpeuv. L. c. f. 363. • !:lei t5e Ti;> AOYlC171K.ii> ICpelTTOVar nv?
There is a remarkable coincidence be"tween ptvovr, Tf7r eAurroVOr fv ~p'iv "Ti.C1e(J~ paV7j
the definitions of faith bv Basilides and vat K.parovvTar. 
Rugo a St. Victore. • I) Strom. 1. Ill. f. 427: OeA1](TlITCJ p6vov 

2 Appendages of matter, 1f'ponapr~para. ¢1f'apr1Jnat TO lCaAOV K.a2 e1f'LTeV~eTat. 
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the mouth, we will not sin. But our soul has the inclination to sin. A 
person in this condition is restrained only by the fear of punishment; he 
IS destitute of love." 

It might easily be inferred from the whole connection of the Basili
dean system, that, in giving so high a place to the faculty of will, Isido
rus would by no means ascribe to it an independent self-sufficiency, nor 
deny the necessity of a higher assistance of grace. By his theory of 
redemption, he acknowledged it, in effect, to be necessary, that the 
godlike in human nature should receive its true freedom and power of 
right action by means of its union with the higher source of divine life. 
How earnestly bent he was on reminding men of their need of help, is 
shown by the advice which he gives to a person suffering under severe 
trials, - words which prove at the same time how far he was from 
cherishing a speculative pride, that despised the ordinary means of 
grace enjoyed by the Christian communities. He exhorts the individ
ual not to retire into solitude, but to ask the Christian brethren for 
their intercessions, to seek in their 80ciety the strengthening of his di
vine life, in order that, so strengthened, he might find confidence in fel
lowship with the invisible saints. He says of one in this condition, 
"Let him not separate himself from his brother .. Let him say, I have 
entered into the sanctuary; I can suffer no evil." 1 If a person thus 

\ aiRicted felt himself too much oppressed by the power of temptation, he 
should say to his Christian brother, "Lay thy hand on my head, (give 
me thy blessing) and he would receive spiritual and sensible assistance" 
(feel himself relieved in spirit and body.)2 What importance he as
cribed to prayer, is shown by the fact that he distinguishes the different 
moral states of the soul by the different character which prayer must 
assume according to those states - that is, according as one feels con
strained to thank God for the victory achieved, or to pray for new assist
ance for the impending conflict.3 

The Basilideans were far from being given to extravagant ascetic no
tions. 'rVe have already observed how this mode of apprehending the 
dualistic element, which came so very near to the pure doctrine of Zoro
aster, would by no means lead necessarily to a decided and morose 
asceticism. They allowed a value, it is true, to the unmarried life, as 
a means which would enable one to occupy himself undisturbed by 
earthly cares, solely with the affairs of the kingdom of God. But they 
regarded this as a thing of which all were not capable, and which was 
not advisable for all. They recommended marriage, as a means of 
subduing the sensuous impulses, to those who would otherwise have to 
Buffer many temptations. At the ground of this view of marriage, there 
!ies~ it .is true, a very low, a mere negative and sensuous notion of t~e 
lllstltutlOn; and hence indeed the exaggerated worth ascribed to celib
acy. We do not perceive here the more profound and positive view of 

1 OVTO~ TOU ci&eA90u p.:q x(,)pt(ia-&(.), Aeyi- 2 Kat A~1f;eTat f3o~-&etav Kat VOT/T7)v· Ka~ 
TCJ, OTt eiue'),:ljAv-&a eyiJ ei~ Ta "yta' oil&ev alarJT/T~v. 
dvvap.at Tra-&elv. Strom. 1. III. f. 427. 8 This is clear from Isidore's words: 

·OTav de Ij evxaplO'Tia O'ov elr airTJO'tv 1J'fro
'lri~lI. 
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the marriage estate, as a realization of the moral idea, or of the king. 
dom of God in a good of humanity: a loftier conception, which, as we 
have already observed, becomes faintly visible in the Valentinian 
Gnosis. 

We must notice finally, one other remarkable phenomenon. In the 
Basilidean doctrine, there are, as we have seen, marks of a relationship 
with certain Ebionite elements: accordingly it agreed, in prefer
enceforthe Apostle Peter, with the Christians of that party.. And yet,! 
inconsistent as it may seem, Basilides acknowledges the authority also 
of the Apostle Paul, as is evident from the ·fact of his attributing so 
much authority to the words of this Apostle, recorded in his epistle to 
the Romans;2 as well as from the influence of the Pauline ideas, so ap
parent in his doctrine concerning the essence of faith and concerning 
marriage. We hence perceive then, that these opposite elements stood 
by no means in such a relation to each other, as never to admit of being 
united in the phenomena of these times. 

VALENTINE AND HIS SCHOOL. - Next after Basilides we place Val
entine' who appeared nearly at the same period; though somewhat 
later. To judge from his Hellenistic style of expression and the 
Aramooan words that occur in his system, he was of Jewish descent. 
It is said, he was by birth an Egyptian; 3 and it may be safely pre
sumed that he received his education likewise at Alexandria. Thence 
h? travelled to Rome, where he seems to ~ave spent the last years of 
hIS life; which gave him opportunity to expound and promulgate his 
doctrines in that part of the world. In his fundamental ideas he 
agrees with Basilides; but differs from him in his mode of carrying 
them out, and in the imaginative dress in which he clothes them. 
But as the doctrines of the founders of Gnostic schools, and of their 
!ater followers, from whom these doctrines received some peculiar mod· 
lfication, were never carefully distinguished; and as moreover many 
c~gnate doctrines, which sprang from a common source, became inter
m,lXed with the Valentinian system; it is scarcely possible to separate 
WIth certainty, from the accounts which have come down to us, those 
doctrines which belong properly to Valentine himself, the author of the 
school. . 

Like Basilides, Valentine placed at the summit of the chain of being 
the primal Essence, which he denominated the Bythos (the abyss, where 
the spirit is lost in contemplation.) This term, by itself, makes it evident, 
that he conceived under it something different from the Absolute of the 
Neo-Platonic philosophy, the absolutely simple. The word leads, with
out doubt, to the pre-supposition of an infinite fulness of life; and this 
same infinite, transcendent exuberance of being necessitates, in the first 
place, a self-conception (a KaTa"AafL(3uvEtV tavTov,) a self-limitation, in 
c~se anything was to come into existence. The Neo-Platonic ov 
"WIthdraws itself from all possibility of comprehension, on account of its 
absolutely simple unity; but the primal Essence of Valentine, on account 

1 The Basilideans traced back their Gno- 2 See above, p. 404. .. 
sis to Glaucias, a pretended interpreter in 8 According to the report of Eplphamus. 
the service of Peter. Strom. 1. VII. f. 764. 
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of its transcendent fulness of life. The Bythos is, in a certain sense, 
something directly opposed to the Absolute of the Neo-Platonic philoso
phy. It may doubtless have happened, that with many, the former 
idea passed over into the latter; and indeed Valentinians are cited, 
who made out of the Bythos something exalted above all opposition, of 
which even existence could not be predicated; the Absolute, identical 
with N othing.1 

What Basilides denominates the ovvap.etr, (powers,) are in the 
system of Valentine the lEons.2 The idea is peculiar to him, that as 
in the primal source of all existence, (the Bythos,) the fulness of all life 
is still undeveloped, so with the development of life from him, members 
were formed, standing as complements one to the other, predominantly 
creative and predominantly receptive lEons,3 masculine and feminine, 
by whose mutual inworking the chain of unfolding life progressivelyad
vances. The feminine goes to integrate the masculine, and both con
stitute the Pleroma, (ro 1r1.1JPwp.a);4 and so also the complete se
ries of lEons, as one whole, as the fulness of the divine life flowing 
out from the Bythos, - which whole again constantly requires fructifica
tion, so to express it, from the same source, stands to it in the feminine 
relation, - was called the Pleroma. The hidden essence of God, no 
being can comprehend; it is the absolute uYVW(17"uv. He can be known 
only so far as he has revealed himself in the unfolding of his powers or 
.lEons. The several lEons are various forms of manifestation, phases, 
names of him who in his hidden being is incomprehensible, ineffable, ex
alted above all possibility of conception or representation,/) even as that 
first self-manifestation of the Hidden, the Monogenes, is called distinc
tively the invisible name of the Bythos (that wherein the Bythos has 
conceived himself, the 1rpwrov IWrUATrTrrOV, the KaruATJ1ftr rov uyev~rov.) It 
is a profound idea of the Valentinian system, that as all existence 
has its ground in the self-limitation of the Bythos, so the existence of 
all created beings depends on limitation. While eac~ remains within 
the limits of its own individuality, and is that which it should be at its 
own proper place in the evolution of life, all things can be fitly adjusted 
to one another, and the true harmony be preserved in the chain of un
folding life. But as soon as any being would overstep these limits, as 
soon as any being, instead of striving to know God in that manifesta

1 Irenreus, who states the different opin ra ri-&Et/cE rCfJ 1rAaap.aTl, 1nro p.TJoeVOr 1rPO
ions of the Valentinians respecting the repov UAAOV Te-&Clfltva.. 
B,thos, observes: Oi flEV yap aurov It'vyov 2 For the explanation of this word, see 
I.EyOVD'lV, p.~re uPPEva, p.~re -&i,AEtaV, p.i,re ahove. 
OAWr QVTa Tl. Iren. I. 1 at the end. The 3 As in all the rest of creation, which pre
disciples of such Gnostics would soar, in sents a symbol of that highest order of the 
their speculations, above their master, universe, this two-fold scries of factors may 
would ascend to a primal ground still more be traced. 
simple. Irenreus cites one of this descrip 4 Which word these Theosophcrs, who 
tion, whom he not unaptly describes as assuredly never thought of adhering stric~
1n/JTJAOrEpOv /CaL YVWD'Tt/Cwrepov errelcTetvo ]y to the grammatical signification of theU' 
(lEVOr, who knew how to distinO"uish between tenus, understood perhaps at one and the 
the p.ovoTTJr. the EVarTJr and th~ lv, and was same'time, in an active and passive sense: 
in the habit of s~ying of every principle, so TO 1rATJpOVV and TO 1rAT/POVP.evov. , 
I name it. In thIS Irenreus finds good mat 6 The ]FAns are p.opljla£ rov -&eov, OVO
ter of ridicule: wp.ol.oj'TJlCe em avro~ ovap.a- p.ara TOU ci.vwvop.acrrov. 
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tion of himself which God makes to him at his own proper position, 
boldly attempts to penetrate into his hidden essence, such a being runs 
the hazard of plunging into nothing. Instead of apprehending the 
Real, he loses himself in the Unsubstantial. Horus, (opo~,) the genius 
of limitation, of the finite, the power that fixes and guards the bounds 
of individual existence, restoring them wherever they have been dis
turbed, occupies therefore an important place in the system of Valen
tine; ,and the Gnosis here, so to speak, bears witness against itself. 
The ideas of Horus and of the Redeemer must of necessity be closely 
related in the Valentini an system; as the forming and redeeming of 
existence are kindred conceptions, and the principle of limitation in 
respect to both occupies an important place in this system. In fact, 
Horus was also called by many AVTpWT7Jr and GCJTijp, Redeemer and 
Saviour. There are occasional intimations of a scheme, according to 
which the Horus was regarded as only a particular mode of the opera
tion of one redeeming spirit; just as the Valentinian system gave differ
ent names to this power, according to the different points of his activ
ity and his different modes of operation, extending through all the 
grades of existence. Others, indeed, tral}sformed these different modes 
of operation iuto so many different hypostases. 

In the Valentinian doctrines concerning this Horus, there are, lying 
at bottom, profound ideas on the process of development of the divine life 
in general and in detail; important in their bearing on Christian ethics, 
and the mode of contemplating the great facts of history. Valeutine~s 
school perceived that, in the process of development of the divine life, two 
moments must concur, a negative and a positive, both standing necessarily 
connected with each other, - the purification of the spiritual individuality 
from the foreign elements by which it had become vitiated, into which it 
threatened to become dissolved - and the establishment of the purified 
individuality in itself, its firm and steadfast shaping, its assumption of 
its Own nature. Two operations were ascribed to the Horus; the nega
tive, by virtue of which he defines every existence within itself, sepa
rates and keeps away from it every foreign element; 1 and the positive, 
by virtue of which he fixes, moulds, and establishes in their own peculiar 
essence, those that have been purified from the foreign elements by 
which that essence was disturbed.2 The first operation was to be desig
nated preeminently by the name OpO~, the second by the term GTaVpo~. 
In this latter appellation there is evidently an allusion to the significa
tions cross, stake, palisade. Those two appellations, however, may 
perhaps not always have been so sharply discriminated; since GTavpor 

with the signification cross might in fact also be a symbol of the sepa
rating, destroying energy of the Horus.3 Where Christ says, "I am 
not Come to bring peace on the earth, but the sword," they found the 
description of that negative energy of the Horus, which separates from 

1 The evepyeia fleptGTtK1) Kat OtoptGTtKT,. ments of the world, from sensuous lusts. 
2 The lvepyeia lOpaGTtK1) Ka2 l1TTJptGTtK7]. 'A1t'OAVGaL lCa2 U1t'OGT1}GaL Kat uljJoplGaL {) 
a Clement of Alexandria also employs GTaVpO~ G7Jpaivet, and on this is founded 

the cross as a symbol of the di,;ne power, the uVa7raVGL(". Strom. lib. II. f. 407. 
Whereby the soul is made free from the ele
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one another the godlike and the ungodlike. And where John the Bap
tist announces the appearance of Christ, with the fan, and with the fire 
by which the chaff should be consumed, it was considered by the Val· 
entinians as a description of this activity of the Horus as connected 
with the history of the world, representing how he would destroy all the 
v:t1J, and purify the redeemed. In the passage where Christ says, "No 
man can be my disciple, unless he takes up his cross and follows me," 
they saw a description of that divine power, symbolized by the cross, 
whereby each individual, becoming purified from what is foreign to him, 
and attaining to a self·subsistent shaping of the higher life in his own 
individuality and to a well-defined impression of this individuality re
fined by a godlike life, first becomes a true disciple of Christ.l 

While Basilides ascribed the mixture of the divine element with mat
ter to an encroachment of the kingdom of Darkness on the kingdom of 
Light, Valentine, on the other hand, attributed it to a disturbance 
originating in the Pleroma, and a consequent sinking down of the di
vine germ of life from the Pleroma into matter. Like Basilides, he ac
knowledged the manifestation of a divine wisdom in the world; but here 
also the lower is only a 8ymbol of the higher. It is not the divine wis
dom itself which is the soul of this world; not the lEon (TO/pia, but its 
immature birth, which, before it can reach its maturity, needs to p35S 
through a gradual development. The idea which lies at bottom here is, 
that in the world we are presented with a revelation of divine wisdom 
going onto unfold itself; that through the appearance of Christ and 
through the redemption, this manifestation first attains to its end; that, 
contemplated in this, connection, the world presents the image of the 
divine wisdom in its process of development. Accordingly that jEon, 
the Heavenly Wisdom, rejoices, - when everything has been made 
clear by the appearance of Christ, - to find that it has recovered its 
lost idea (lv/}VflTJUlf) - since now the manifestation corresponds to 
the idea, and the latter presents itself in the former to immediate 
vision. A symbol of this 'was, in his opinion, the woman who lighted 
a candle to seek after the lost piece of silver, and finally after the house 
had been swept, rejoices to find it. Luke 15 : .8. 

Accordingly he distinguishes an uvc.> and a lCaTc.> (Topia, - the Acha
moth.2 This latter is the mundane soul, from whose mixture with the 
VA,1J springs all living existence, in numberless gradations; higher in 
pr~p~rtion to its freedom from contact with the VATJ, lower in proportion 
as It 18 drawn downward and affected by matter. Hence arise the three 
ran~s or orders of existence. 1. The divine germs of life, superior by 
theIr nature to matter, and akin to the (Tocpia, to the mundane soul, and 
to the Pleroma, - the spiritual natures, cpvuelf 7TvevflaTllCai. 2. The 
natures originating in the life that has been divided by the mixture of 
the VATJ, the psychical natures, pV(TUr ""vXlIcai; with which begins an 
altogeth~r new ord~r of existence, an image of that higher mundane 
system, m a subordinate grade; and finally, 3. The ungodlike nature, 
which resists all amelioration, and whose tendency is only to destroy

1 Iren. lib. I. c. 3, § 5. 
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the nature of blind appetency and passion. Betwixt all those natures 
sprung from the evolution of the divine life, (which flows out from the 
Bythos through the mediation of the lEons,) - from the Pleroma 
down to the germs of life which have fallen into humanity, the scat
tered seed that is to attain to its maturity in this earthly world -there 
are only differenc~s of degree; but betwixt those three orders of exis
tence, there is an essential difference of kind. Hence each of these 
orders must have its own independent, governing principle; though 
every process of culture and development ultimately leads back to the 
Bythos, who, through the mediation of these manifold organs, corres
ponding to the numberless gradations of existence, influences all, and 
whose law alone is supreme. He can never himself, however, come 
into immediate contact with what is alien from his essence. Ac
cordingly there must appear at that subordinate stage of existence 
which intervenes between the perfect, the godlike, and the ungodlike, 
the material, a beingl - as the type of the highest - who, while believ
ing that he acts independently, must yet subserve those general laws, 
from which nothing can be exempted, in realizing the highest ideas to 
the bounds of matter. This being is to the physical world what the 
Bythos is to the higher; - with this difference only, that he involuntar 
rily acts as the instrument only of the latter. This is the Eemiurge 
of Valentine. Moreover, the Hylf, has its representative principle, 
through which its activity is exerted; but a principle which, by its 
nature, is not. formative and creative, but only destructive; namely, 
8atan.2 1. The nature of the lrVEVl-'aTlIcov, the spiritual order, is to be 
essentially in relationship with God (the OP001)(1l0V TCfJ -8eCfJ;) hence the 
life of unity, the undivided, absolutely simple (ovuta tvtK~, p.ovowJiJe.) 

2. The essence of the -rpvXtKoi is separation, division ~to multiplicity, 
manifoldness; but which subordinates itself to a higher unity, whence 
it admits of being derived, first unconsciously, then consciously. 3. 
The essence of Satan and of his whole kingdom is the direct opposite 
to all unity; separation and disunion in itself, without the least recipi
ency, without any point of coalescence whatever, for a unity; with the 
striving to dissipate all unity, to extend its own inherent disunion to 
everything, and to rend everything asunder.s This principle has no 
power to fix, to assert anything, but only the power to deny; it is un
able to create, to produce, to form, but only to destroy, to decompose.4 

The first of these grades constitutes, by its nature, imperishable life, 
the essential aljliJapuia; the -rpVxtKoV, on the other hand, stands mid
way betwixt the imperishable and the perishable, - the soul of nature 
being mortal, and capable of being made immortal only through a 
higher informing power. The -rpVXlKO£ attain to immortality, or they 
fall a natural prey to death, according as they yield themselves by the 

1 The peuorT/r. 4 Thus defined by Heracleon, who says: 
2 As Heracleon defines him: pipor tv Ov yevv~ TotaiiTa Ttva TV eavTwv !pvuu, 

~"1/r Ti;r V"7Jr. Vid. Orig. in Joann. T. 1/J-80P0'7t"Ota. yap Kat uvaAluKovra TOVe lp{3A1/
XlII. § 16. '1<)€vTae tlr aimi. Orig. in Joann. T. XX. 

s The ovuta '7t"OAVUXl(~~r, that seeks to as 420. 
similate every thing to itself. 
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bent of their will to the godlike or to the ungodlike. The essential 
being of Satan, as of the VAll, is death itself, annihilation, the negation 
of all existence, - which in the end, when every existence that has 
been rent by it shall have developed itself to a mature individuality and 
become sufficiently established in itself, will be vanquished by the 
force of the Positive, and having attracted within its sphere all kin
dred ungodlike natures, resolve itself into its own nothingness. 1. The 
essential being of the first is the evolution of pure life from within out
ward; an activity, not of one thing outwardly on another, but one 
which has no obstacles to overcome; a life and agency exalted above the 
antithesis of rest and motion. 2. The essential being of the VAll is, in 
itself considered, the rest of death; but a spark of life having fallen 
into it, and communicated to it a certain analogon of life, it became a 
wild, self-contradictory impulse, as it is exhibited in Satan, its represen
tative, to whom was attributed, and as well to all men akin to him by 
their nature, no rational consciousness, no self-determining will, but 
only a blind, wild impulsive nature, only desire and passion.l "Vhen 
he looked at the crimes committed among men, which filled him with 
abhorrence, this was the only explanation which could present itself to 
a man like Valentine.2 3. Peculiar to the IJemiurge and his subjects 
the Psychic:i, is the propensity to create, to produce without them
selves - a busy activity. They would always be doing, without really 
understanding, as is common with such busy natures, what they are 
about,S without being really conscious to themselves of the ideas that 
govern them.4 

The doctrine of redemption occupied a place no less important in the 
Valentinian than in the Basilidean system, forming properly its central 
point; as might be gathered from what has already been said concern
ing the relation of the notions of creation and of redemption in this 
Bcheme. It was yet more the aim and effort of this system to com
prehend the doctrine of redemption in the connection of the universal 
process of development; -'as to go back to the first germ of dishar
mony in the universe, so also to point out the necessity of a redemp
tion in its primal ground. It must be allowed, this was so done, that 
the speculative interest was continually flying more and more beyond 
the practical. As a process of unfolding life pervades every region of 
existe~ce, and as the disharmony, which, in its germ, began in the PIe
roma Itself, extended itself from thence still more widely; so the Iwhole 
mundane cour8e can only then attain to its end, when harmony has been 
restored, as in the Pleroma, so through all the grades of existence. 
What takes place in the Pleroma must be imaO'ed forth in all the other 
gradations of being. Inasmuch then as the work of redemption 
takes place in different gradatio~ of e~istence, and the same law is 

,1 Hera~leo? says: Tov &ca{J?AOV p.~ lXecv f. 762, Consult, however, on this tract, the 
ihAl}p.a, UAA E7rL-&vPlaV. Ong. in Joann. investigations in my" Genetic development 
T.XX.§ 20. of the Gnostic svstems," p. 205. 

2 Notice the remarkable manner in which 3 q,VO'Lf 1rOAvepYOf, 1rOAV1rpu.yp.rAW. • • 
a Valentinian expresses himself on this ~ For evidence, see Heracleon, Ong. T 
point in the dialogue on Free Will, ascribed Joann, T. XIII. c. 16, 25, 30, 51, 59 j • 
to Methodius. Galland. Bibl. patr. T. m. xx. c. 20. 
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here carried out in different forms at different positions, so accordingly 
it is the same agent of the manifestation of the hidden God, the same 
agent through whom the life that flowed out from God is again reunited 
with him, who, working progressively onward to the consummation of 
all things, presents himself under different hypostases, according as he 
accomplishes his work at different stages of existence. Thus it is the 
same idea, which is represented in a Monogenes, a Logos, a Christ, a 
Soter. The Soter is the Redeemer of the entire world without the 
Pleroma; and hence also its former; where we must take into view 
what has been said already respecting the two-fold activity of the 
Horus. By the process of forming, the higher element is, in the first 
place, freed from its adherent matter, evolved from an unorganized, 
formless existence to a determinate one, with its proper organic form. 
By the redemption, the higher individuality first attains to mature, full 
development, and to clear self-consciousness. Redemption completes 
the process of formation. All the divine life of the Pleroma concen
trates and reflects itself in the Sot~r, and through him works farther 
onward to individual shaping, to the sowing of the spiritual natures, 
affining to the Pleroma, in the world, and their maturation to perfected 
existence. The Christ of the Pleroma 1 is the working, the Soter with
out the Pleroma, the recipient, forming, perfecting principle.2 

The Soter first proves his redeeming, formative power on that yet 
immature mundane soul, originating 'in the Pleroma; - the same power 
which was afterwards to be extended to the kindred, spiritual natures 
that sprang out from her, the common mother of the spiritual life in 
the lower world, (see above.) The Soter is properly the former and 
ruler of the world, as he is its redeemer; for the formation of the 
world is in truth the first beginning of the process of development, 
which can be brought to its full completion only through the redemp
tion. The Soter, as the inward, actuating principle, inspires in the 
mundane soul, destined to reunion (syzygia) with him,3 the plastic 
ideas; and she communicates them to the Demiurge, who conceives 
that he acts independently. The latter is, without knowing it, actuated 
and impelled by the might of these ideas in forming the world. Thus 
the world is a picture of the divine glory, designed by the Sophia or 
the Soter, as the artists, but in the execution of which the Demiurge 
is employed only as an instrument. Since~every picture, however, is, 
from its nature, but an imperfect representation of the prototype, and 
can be really understood only by him who has the intuition of the lat
ter, so the Demiurge with his creation is but an imperfect representa

1 In the r{nror fle~6Tr;TOr. arc, with the Gnostics, eqnivalent notions. 
2 So says Herncleon of the Soter in his The undetermined, unorganized, answers 

relation to Christ. The former, he observes, in the spiritual province to the v"A1J. Ac
receives the divine seed, yet nndeveloped, cordingly, in the Valentinian fragments, in 
out of the Pleroma from the latter j and Irenreus, lib. I. c. 8, § 4, - to the 1rpo(3u"A
gives it the first shaping towards determin AtlV ~7repflaTtKjjr Ti)V OA1JV oV~lav is op
ate, individual existence, TqV 1rPWT1JV flOP posed the floPcpovv, tpGJTi~etv, tpavepovv. 
tpt,)~LV, T~V learu yeve~tV, el~ floPtpr,v lea~ Christ scatters the seed, the Soter gathers 
t>GJ,TL~flov lea2 1reptypatpr,v ayaywv Kat ava the harvest. Orig. in Joann. T. XlII. p. 48. 
detEar. orig. in Joann. T. II. c. 15. To 8 KUTGJ ~o<j>La, Achamoth. 
bring to light, to shape, to individualize, 
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tion of the divine glory; and he only, who has c3:ught a glimpse of the 
revelation of the invisible divine essence within himself, can rightly 
understand the world as a symbol or picture, and the Demiurge as a 
prophet of the Supreme God. The inner revelation of God, which is 
the portion of the 7rVevpaTtlwt, is a confirmation of the outward, a cre
dential for the Demiurge, as God's representative. Valentine himself 
expresses the matter· thus: 1 "As the picture falls below the living coun
tenance, so does the world fall below the living God. Now what is the 
cause of the picture? The majesty of the countenance, which fur
nished the painter with his type, in order that it might be glorified by 
the revelation of its name; for no picture has been invented as a self
subsistent thing, (every picture necessarily refers back to an original 
type.) But as the name of that which is represented supplies the defi
ciencies of the picture, So the invisible idea of God (his invisible 
essence as it reveals itself in the spirit which is related to God) con
tributes to the verification of the copy." , 

Man is the being through whom the name of God was to be revealed 
in this world; the being who, through the invisible revelation of God in 
himself, was to mediate the connection betwixt the copy and the proto
type; accordingly, to supply what was lacking to the world in itself 
towards a complete revelation of the Divine Being. That man occu
pies this important position in creation, belongs among the fundamental 
ideas of the Valentinian system. Humanity and the revelation of God 
are conceptions which here stand in intimate connection with each 
other. Hence the primal man makes his appearance as one of the 
lEons; and in another Valentinian representation it is expressed 
thus: "When God willed to reveal himself, this was called' man." 2 

But in respect to this point also, we must distinguish what the Demi
urge intended, and what he was necessitated to do, in an unconscious 
manner, as the instrument of the higher order of the world. He com
bined with his angels in a higher ethereal region, paradise, the third or 
fourth heaven,3 to create man as their common image. This being, as 
lord of the world, was to represent the Demiurge in it. But here also 
the latter acted as the instrument of a higher order of the world, 
according to the ideas inspired in him by the Soter and the Sophia. 

1 Strom. 1. IV. f. 509: '07roaov e~UTT(,)V '" neuter = 7rAUapa). It may be, that Valen
ti"cJv Toii 'cjVTO~ 7rpoacJ7rOV, ToaOVTOV 'f;aalJv tine here conceived the Demiurge and the 
o"o(Jflo~ TOV 'cjVTd~ aicjvo~, (which name, world formed by him, as constituting one 

according to what we have already observed, image of the Supreme God, analogous to 

is a distinctive appellation of the Supreme the {}eo~ yeV1lTOr of PInto, in the same way 

God himself.) Tt~ ovv aiTta T17r el"ovoc- i as Philo, in many places, unites together 

Meyat.lJ(JVv1l TOV 7rpo(JcJ7rOV, 7rapeaX1lpEVOV the Logos and the world animated by him. 

TifJ 'lJrpat/J~ TOV TV7rOV, iva Tlfl1l{}ij aI' ovoYet this does not necessarily appear from 

paTOr abrov, (I understand this as referrinG" his language in this instance. 

to his own name, which was to be revealed 2 WOre n{}iA1laeV J:7rlOet;at aVTov, ToiiTO 

by th~ c~eat~on,) ov rap av{}evTL"cj~ tvpE{}1l av{}p(,)7rOr J:AEx-{}e. Iren.lib. I. c. 12, ~ 3. 

popt/J1l. aAAa TO ovopa, (the name as it re 8 See those Gnostic excerpts of the Di

veals itself immediately in the hiO'her self dasca\. Anatoi. or 9toaoToV J:7rlTOpat, opp. 

consciousness, or in the spirituat"natures) Clement. f. 797, B.: •Av{}plJ7roC- tv TiiJ 7ra

i:7rAnp(')(]e TO v(JrEp1lpa J:v 7rAaaet· O"VVEpreL paael(Jc,J TifJ TtTapTc,J ovpavctJ a1lf'lOVprt i.T(l/., 

ae /Cal TO Toii -&eov <iopaTov dc- 7rtaTlV TOV and Iren. lib. I. c. 5, +2. 

7rt7rAaaflEvov. (This is without doubt the 
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Unknown to himself, some of the seed of the divine life was communi
cated to him from the Pleroma, and this passed over· from him into 
man.1 Thus was revealed in the appearance of man, that prototype of 
the heavenly man from the Pleroma; and the being who was to repre
sent only the crowning point of the cosmical principle, exhibited in his 
appearance tokens of something far higher. The Demiurge and his 
angels were seized with amazement, when they beheld a strange and 
higher power enter their kingdom; for, they had not as yet attained to 
the conscious recognition of that higher order of the world, and to a 
free obedience of it. This could be brought about only by the redemp
tion. Thus they were astounded at their own work, which threatened 
to exalt itself above themselves. As Valentine beheld the same law 
pervading every grade of existence, so he supposed he found this fact 
recurring in every case, where men, animated by the inspiration of 
lofty ideas, while endeavoring to represent them in their works, pro
duce effects not anticipated by themselves and are astonished at their 
Own productions; like the artist, who, having formed the image of a 
god, afterwards falls down and worships it. Valentine thus expresses 
himself on this point: " Just as fear seized the angels in the presence 
of that form, when it expressed something greater than was to be ex
pected from such a creation, because a seed of the higher essence had 
been invisibly imparted to it, so also among the generations of men in 
this world, their works became objects of fear to their very authors; as 
statues, pictures and everything wrought by human hands with any sort 
of reference to the name of God; for Adam, who had been formed to 
represent the name of man, excited the fear of the primal man, as if 
the latter existed in him." 2 

The cosmical principle must, then, endeavor to assert itself, in its 
self-subsistence and dominion, against the danger with which man, 
bearing witness of the supramundane essence, threatened it. The Demi
urge and his powers combine to hold man in subjection, to suppress in 
him the consciousness of his higher nature. They plunge him from the 
psychical region of the third heaven into the world won from the Byle 
and built on its verge, and they environ his psychical nature with a 
body formed out of matter.s But that this should so happen, did not 
proceed from the arbitrary will of the Demiurge. In this also he must 
act as the instrument of that higher wisdom; in carrying out his own 

1 "EO'XEV 0 'Ac5ill', aO~ACJr avrifJ, i!1r?J r~r 'Aoilp. ~nf3ov 1iapeO'xev 1rpo6vror ci.v{)pCmov, 
C1o~t.a!: eVO'7rapev, ro C17ripl'a ro rrvEVl'arucov. Gir 0" aurav lv avrifJ "a1'J/:CTTWTOr. Strom. 
Didascal. Anatol. f. 797. lib. II. f. 375. 

II Kal WCT7rEp !po{3o!:, e7rt bCelvOV rov 1r,AU,CT 8 The roats of skin, the XlTwver oepp.fr.
p.aro!:, ty;riJp;e rOL!:, u.yyiAou;, on: pEt(ova rtvat of Genesis, which were commonly so 
E~l'Jtr;aro rilr 7rAUCTECJ!:', dtu. rov u,oparov ev understood by thl" Theosophists of this pe
avrr;J CT1iipp.a c5EOCJICOTa, r1JV aVCJ{)Ev OV(ilaV riod. Thus we must supply the hiatus 
ICa~ 7raPPT/O'w(OpEl10V, oVrCJ, (here the apo which has come down to us in Valentine's 
dosis be(rins,) "at tV rai!:, YEveaLr rwv "00' system, when it is said at the conclusion of 
P'ICWV u;J{)pW7rCJv ~o{3o, TU lpya TWV avl'Jpw- the ahove-cited passage, " The angels would 
7rCJV Toi!:' '1rOWVO'tV eyive,o, olov uvopu'i.vrer have speedily destroyed their work j" -or 
Kat elK.over Kat 7rllvrCJv, (here an a has we must suppose that sentence was hypo
doubtless slipped out, or 7rav{)' ii. may be thetical, i. e. they would have destroyed, 
the reading,) al xdper, UVV~V(1lV elr ovofl..a unless they had been prevented in an invis
~£ojj· el~ yap ovopa uvl'JPCJ1iOV 7r/,aal'Jl:L!:, ible manner by a higher power. 

36· 
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will, he must subserve the end of a higher will; the principle of divine 
life was to penetrate through all the grades of existence, extend itself 
even to the bounds of the Hyle, enter into the realms of death itself, in 
order to bring about its destruction. But this was the only way in 
which it could be done. 

That which is to represent humanity at large, becomes actually real· 
ized, then, by those only who bear within them that higher germ of 
divine life springing from what had been invisibly communicated to 
the Demiurge (the higher spiritual natures.) They are the salt and 
light of the earth, the leaven for entire humanity. The soul (1f!vxfJ) 
is but the vehicle of the 7rVcvpaTlIc6v, to enable the latter to enter 
into the temporal world, in which it must unfold itself to maturity. 
When this end is attained, the spirit, which is destined only for the life 
of intuition, will leave behind this vehicle in the lower sphere; and 
every spiritual nature, as the recipient, feminine element in relation to 
the higher spiritual world, will be exalted to intimate union (Syzygia) 
with its correlative angelic nature in the Pleroma. Only the higher 
faculty of immediate intuition -this is Valentine's meaning - will then 
be active; all those powers and modes of operation of the soul which 
had been directed to the temporal and the finite, as the faculty of re
flection, of which the ,pvxfJ is according to Valentine's notions the com· 
prehending sum, will then, in the Pleroma, entirely fall away.! 

The attractive power exerted by the godlike on everything, even 
while those that are affected by it are unable to understand it or explain 
it to themselves - is a favorite idea of Valentine's. The Demiurge 
is attracted by the spiritual natures scattered among the Jewish people, 
without knowing the reason of it. Hence he made of such, prophets, 
priests and kings. Hence it was, that the prophets particularly were' 
able to point forward to that higher order of things, which was first to 
enter into humanity through the Soter. According to the Valentinian 
theory, there was a four-fold principle at work in the prophets: 1. 
The psychical principle, the humanly limited, the soul left to itself; 2. 
The inspiration of this ,pvxfJ, which proceeded from the Demiurge's 
influence upon it; 3. The 7rVcvpaTlIc6v, or spiritual element, left to it-

I self; 4. The pneumatic inspiration, which proceeded from the informing 
Sophia.2 By this theory, and the application of these four principles, 
Valentine could distinguish in the writings of the prophets different ut
terances of higher and lower kind and import, and a different higher 
and lower sense of the same passages. 1. The purely human. 2. The 
isolated prophecies of events, which the Demiurge, who, though not omnis
cient, yet glanced through an enlarged circle of the future, could com· 
munic.ate, - the prediction of a Messiah, likewise proceeding from him, 
but S~lU enveloped in the temporal, Jewish form; the prediction of the 
Messmh, as t?e Demiurge meant to send him,-a psychical Messiah 
for t~e psychlC~1 natures, the ruler over a kingdom of this world. 3. 
The Ideas touchmg on the Christian economy, and" pointing to that,
the transfigured Messianic element, set forth with more or less of purity, 

1 Compo Aristot. de anima, lib. Ill. c. 5. " 2 Vid. Iren. lib. I. c. 7, t 3 et 4. 
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according as it had proceeded barely from the higher spiritual nature, 
or from the immediate influence of the Sophia. This view might lead 
to remarkable investigations respecting the mixture of the Divine and 
the Human in the prophets, and to fruitful results connected with the 
exposition of their writings. We here observe, emerging for the first 
time, a more profound apprehension of the idea of inspiration - a striv
ing to bring the religious and scientific interests to harmonize with each 
other in the exposition of the Old Testament. 

The question now arises, whether Valentine acknowledged the rays 
of higher truth to exist barely among the Jews, whether he confined 
the spiritual natures to the Jews alone, or whether he admitted that 
they were diffused also among the heathens. True, he held, according 
to Heracleon,l the Jews to belong to the kingdom of the Demiurge, the 
pagans, to the kingdom of matter, or of Satan, and the Christians, to 
the people of the Supreme God; but this does not prove, that he 
meant to exclude everything of a higher nature from the pagans; for 
he supposed there existed in Judaism - although he assigned it preemi
nently to the Demiurge - scattered examples of the higher pneumatic 
element; and although he assigned Christendom to the Supreme God, 
yet he saw even among Christians a large class of psychical natures. 
He is speaking, then, of the predominant and prevailing character 
only; and so might recognize even among the pagans, notwithstanding 
the predominantly Hylic element in paganism, a sprinkling of the Pneu
matic. He was indeed compelled to do so by his own principles; since 
the higher, spiritual life (the 7rVet'paTlIcvv,) was to pass through eve
ry grade of existence to the bounds of matter, in order to prepare the 
way for the total destruction of the kingdom of the VA1/. What Valen
tine says, in the passage above cited, respecting the power of art em
ployed in representing the images of the gods, allows us to infer, that 
he judged the polytheistic system with more lenity than the ordinary 
Jews, who looked upon the Gentile gods ,only as evil spirits; that, rest
ing on Acts 13 : 23, he believed it possible to trace even in this system 
indications, - corrupted though they might pe through the predomi
nance of the material principle, - of an unknown God, extending- his 
uncomprehended influence over all. Accordingly, Valentine actually 
alludes, in the preserved fragment of a Homily,2 to the vestiges of truth 
dispersed also in the writings of the pagans, wherein the inward nature 
of God's spiritual people, of the 1rVevpaTlIcoi, scattered through the 
human race, reveals itself: "Much of that which is written in the 
books of pagans, is found written in the church of God; this common 
truth is the word out of the heart, the law written in the heart; - it is 
the people of the beloved (i. e. this common higher consciousness is the 
sign of the Soter's scattered community, of the 1rV£VpaTtlcoi) who are 
loved by him and love him in return." 

The Soter, who from the beginning has directed the whole proce8S of 
development of the spiritual life-germs that fell from the Pleroma tp 
form a new world, tIle invisible former and ruler of this new world, 

I Orig. in Joann. T. XIII. c. ]6. ~ Clem. Strom. J. VI. f. 641. 
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he must now enter at last himself. immediately into the mundane sphere, 
for the purpose of extending the act of redemption, - which he had 

• originally accomplished on the mother of all spiritual life, the world-soul, 
the Sophia, - to all the spiritual life that has flowed from her, and thus 
carry the entire work to its completion. Everything, down to the Hylie 
element, struggling against all existence, was, each after its own degree,. 
capable of being ennobled. The Soter must, therefore, in order to 
place everything - as well the psychical as the spiritual natures - in 
training for that stage of the higher life of which each is capable, enter 
into union with all these gradations of existence. Besides, in following 
the course which is in harmony with nature, he could only enter into 
union with the spiritual nature, and into that only in connection with a 
soul ('if1vx~,) in this world of time. 

The doctrine concerning Christ must always be conditioned by the 
peculiar mode of apprehending the relation of the world to God, and 
the doctrine concerning man. In both these respects, this system sets 
cle3rly forth the necessity of a redemption, and that too in its true im
port, as a grand historical fact, the purpose of which is to restore har
mony between the different gradations of existence, to fill up the chasm 
which separated the world and heaven from each other, and to raise 
the Pneumatic natures, who never could have attained by themselves 
alone to the full consciousness and tIre full exercise of their higher na
ture, to fellowship with the higher world intimately related to their own 
essence. But still it was a consequence grounded in the separation 
here supposed between the kingdom of the Demiurge and that of the 
Supreme God, that all in this world could not be equally adapted for the 
benefits of redemption and equally penetrated by its principle. Certain 
antitheses were here assumed to exist in human nature itself, which ex
cluded the possibility of a uniform appropriation of this nature in its com
pleteness by the Redeemer and the redemption. In this system, the 
purely Human (the psychical nature) was too far separated from the 
properly Divine (the pneumatic nature,) the oneness of God's image 
in man too feebly recognized, to allow of the full and adequate appre
hension of the historical Christ finding admission into the realization 
of tlie original type of Humanity. The antithe~es which made their 
appearance in the cosmology and the anthropology, as originally given 
in the constitution of the world and of man, must also betray their 
presence once more in the Christology . We cannot allow, that the 
tendency of the Valentiriian system bore towards the hypothesis of a 
merely proto~typic or ideal Christ, and towards making the Christ of 
history a barely accidental point of attachment for this idea; but in 
this respect we can say nothing more, than that hi~ principles admitted 
only of a one~sided, mutilated apprehension, as well of the proto-typic, 
as of the historical Christ. The fundamental defect is to be traced, in 
one word, to the reaction of the great principle of the ancient world in 
conceiving of the godlike, as being the super-human. Though Valentine 
could attribute to the human element in Christ a greater significancy 
than Basilides, still he. could never, according to those principles, recog
nize in him the full significancy of the human element in connection 
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with the divine, never understand their true union in him, nor even al
low the Human itself to be altogether human, for there was still some
what in the human that belonged only to the kingdom of the VA7]. 

The Demiurge had promised his people a Redeemer, a Messiah, who 
should release them from the dominion of the Hylic power, bring about 
the destruction of all that opposed itself to his own kingdom, rule in his 
name over all, and bless those that were obedient with all· manner of 
earthly felicity. He sent this Messiah, wno was the express image of 
the Demiurge, down from his heaven; but this exalted being could 
enter into no union with matter. Destined to bring about the annihila.
tion of the material element, how could he indeed assume any part of 
it to himself? With the material body, he had been under the neces
sity of assuming also its kindred material spirit of life,l- that fountain 
of all corrupt appetites and desires; and how could he be the Re
deemer, if the principle of evil were present in tIs own nature? The 
Demiurge formed, then, for the psychical Messiah, a body composed of 
the finest ethereal elements of the heaven from which he was sent down 
into this world. This body was so wonderfully constituted,2 that it 
could be visible to outward sense, and submit to all sensible actions and 
affections, an~ yet in a way altogether different from that of ordinary, 
earthly bodies.3 But the miraculous birth of Jesus consisted in this
that the psychical nature, descended from the heaven of the Demiurge, 
together with the ethereal body which it brought with it from the same 
region, was ushered into the light of this world through Mary, only as a 
channel of conveyance.4 Yet this psychical :Messiah would have been 
inadequate to the task of accomplishing even the work assigned him by 
the Demiurge. It required a higher power to vanquish the kingdom of 
the VA7]. The Demiurge acted here, as in everything else, simply in 
unconscious subordination to the Soter. The latter had decreed on the 
time when he would unite himself with this psychical Messiah as his 
instrument, with a view to accomplish the work ordained and promised 
by the Demiurge, in a far higher sense than the Demiurge himself had 
divined; to found a kingdom of the Messiah, of a far loftier description, 
the true character of which had been only intimated in the sublimest 
descriptions of the prophets, which the Demiurge himself had been un
able to understand. 

The psychi<ittl Messiah, who had no presentiment of the destination 
that awaited nim when united with the Soter, meanwhile displayed 
from the beginning the ideal of ascetic holiness. By virtue of the 
peculiar. constitution of his body, he could exercise an extraordinary 
control over matter. He ate and drank, it is true, like others; letting 
himself down, in this respect, to human infirmity. But yet he did so 
without being subject to like affections as other men. He did every~ 
thing after a godlike manner.5 

At his baptism in the Jordan, where he was to receive from John the 
Baptist, the Demiurge's representative, his solemn consecration to the 

1 The ..pvxn U.AOYO~. 2 'E~ olK.ovoplar. • 'Sk tSdi. a(JA~vor. 
8 !'wpa llC r1;r citpavoiJr ..pvxtK.i7r avatar. 6 Clem. Strom. lib. III. f.451. 

Theodot. Didascal. Anatol. 
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office of Messiah, the Soter, under whose invisible guidance everything 
had been so directed, entered into union with him, descending in the 
form of a dove. As to the question, whether the psychical Messiah 
possessed with his soul also a pneumatic element, so that the 1rVEvp.a 
descended at the same time with the soul as its vehicle, for the purpose 
of unfolding itself in this world, and then serving as an instrument of 
the descended Soter, or whether the Soter, on his first entrance into 
this world, took from the Sophia a 'spiritual nature as his vehicle, so that 
he might be capable of uniting himself with a human nature, and thus 
the higher pneumatic principle. was first communicated to the :Messiah 
of the Demiurge at his baptism; - as to this point - there might be a 
difference of opinion among the Valentinian schools themselves.! 

According to Valentine's doctrine, as well as that of Basilides, the 
appearance of the redeeming spirit in humanity and his union with the 
psychical l\fessiah md!;t constitute the principal thing in the work of 
redemption. He agreed with Basilides also in supposing that the Soter, 
at the passion, left the psychical Messiah to himself; and this passion, 
as it did not light on a material body, capable of suffering, but on a 
psychical one, could not possibly be regarded by him according to its 
full import. Yet it is certain, that, so far as it respects the mode of 
contemplating Christ's passion, the Jewish element, in the case of the 
Valentinian Gnosis, exercised no such important influence as in the 
case of the Gnosis of Basilides; and that the Valentinians were far 
better prepared to understand the significancy of this passion for the 
Christian consciousness. A power for the overcoming of evil and for 
the purification of the nature beset with it, was ascribed to the sufferings 
of the psychical Christ. We have, in fact, already become acquainted 
with the idea of the Valentinian system, that the same law must be 

1 'I'he latter seems to be the view ex
pressed in a passage of Heracleon, Orig. 
T. VI. § 23. Grabe Spiccleg. T. II. p. 89, 
in which passage I once supposed, (see my 
Genetische Entwickclung, p. 149,) though 
erroneously, I had found thc doctrine of a 
propcr incarnation of the Soter, and of his 
union with the humau nature from its first 
development. Heraeleon - on John 1 : 27 
- correctly explains the sense of the pas
sage in the first place, after his usual man
ner; namely. that "John acknowledgcd 
himself unworthy to' perform even the 
mcanest service for the Redeemer," - and 
t~en proceeds arb~trarily to imply, in these 
Simple words. a hIgher sense, in accordance 
with his own theosophie ideas: Ol", eyw
£ltJt lKavor. iva vI ItJE KarO':&1) U7rO tJeyi
itovr Kat O'upKa AU(3'). cJr V7rOVT/pa, 7rEp2 r;r
trw AOYOV U7rooovvat OV ovvapat, oVOe OlT/
yf;uarr&at ;, e7itAVUat T1JV 7rEpt aVTijr olKo
votJiav. We can hardly understand by "the 
flesh" here, which the Soter took on him 
when he descended from the higher recrion 
bordering on the 7rA~p(,)pa and the T67ror 
PEUOTT/TOr. the body of the psychical Mes
siah, forme~ by a special olKovotJia ; for the 

subjcct of disc.ourse here is undoubtedly 
the Soter, who revealed himself to John at 
the baptism; and this Soter, at all events, 
unitcd himsclf. according to the Valentinian 
thcory, not ~ith the bod,V, but with t~e pst 
cldcal jfesszah, who was clothed unth thiS 
body. Consequently John, here represent
ing the person of the Demillrge, could Dot 
have thus expressed his wonder at this 
wonderful body. which had been formed by 
the Demiurge himsclf. Uut the Valentini
ans were used to denomilr.'lte every outward 
envelop, every vehicle of a superior being that 
dcscended to a lower region of existence, 
a uup;. The Sophia gave the Soter a 
u1dppC1. 7rVwtJC1.rtKov, that so with this ve
hicle he might descend to the earth, at;td, 
throucrh its medium, enter into union With 
the ..p~X~' We .have the evidence .of this 
in the commencmcr words of the Dldascal. 
Anatol., which aret!> as follows: ftO 7rpot(3a
AEV uapKiov TiiJ AOYft', (equivalent to, the 
Soter,) 1J O'otiC1. TO 1rVwtJaTtlCDV tr;rEptJCI., 
TOVTO O'TOAtUUtJEVOr lCaTqAiJev 0 uc.JT1JP. It 
was of this wonderful economy, then, that 
HeracleoD was speaking. 
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carried into effect at the different stages of existence, in order to the 
restoration of tlte harmony of the universe. The cross, as we have 
already observed, was considered in this system a symbol of the might 
that purifies a nature from foreign elements, and leads it as well to self
confinement within the limits of its own proper nature, as to fixedness 
and constancy there. Now the crucifixion of Christ represented the 
activity of this power in this lower world. The manner in which the 
psychical Messiah was stretched on the cross, and with this, over the 
lower creation - exhibited himself sharing in the sufferings of humanity 
- is a symbol of that first redeeming act, where the Soter received the 
suffering Sophia, stretched over her the Stauros, purified her from 
every foreign element, and conducted back her dissipating existence 
within its proper confines. A similar operation is now imaged forth by 
this act of the psychical Christ, where that which had been already ac
complished in the highest region, is brought about in the psychical 
world. Even considered by itself alone, this representation cannot be 
an idle, fruitless, barely symbolical thing, but there must be connected 
with it the like influence, only after a manner corresponding to this 
particular stage of existence. Hence Heracleon could say, that by the 
cross of Christ all evil was consumed,! and that his passion was neces
sary in order that the church, cleansed from the influence of the mate
rial spirits, may be converted into a house of God.2 Accordingly he 
spoke of a spiritual appropriation of Christ's sufferings, through which 
the participation in the kingdom of the Divine life, in the marriage sup
per of the church, is mediated.3 By the words, ":Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit," the psychical Christ commended to the care 
of the Heavenly Father the 1rVwflaTtKOV urripfla, which was now for
saking him, that it might not be kept back in the kingdom of the Demi
urge, but rise free to the upper region; commending to him also by 
the same act all spiritual natures, who were represented by the one 
united with himself. The psychical Messiah rises to . the Demiurge, 
who transfers to him the sovereign power and government, to be admin
istered in his name; and the pneumatic Mess~ah to the Soter, whither 
all the re~eemed sp.iritual natures will follo~ hlI~. . . 

The pomt of chIef importance, the mam thmg m the redemptive 
work, so far as it concerns spiritual natures, is the redemption of which 
man's nature was made to participate by its union with the Soter at 
the baptism in Jordan. This must be repeated in -the case of each in
dividual. Of the sanctifying effects flowing from inward communion 
with the Redeemer, Valentine speaks as follows: "There is one good 
Being, whose free manifestation is his revelation by the Son; and 
through him alone could the heart be made pure, after every malign 

1 ' Avri'Ai;ul'{Jat lCa~ ht/JavtCTfJat 'TOUr Kv{3ev2 "'Iva ~ ElClCATJUtaV lCa'TaulCwau1). oiJlc£n 
rur;, lp.rropovr;, (allusion to the narrative of ATjU'Ti:Jv Ka~ lflrroP(JV urr~AaLov, uAA.a olICov 

Christ's expelling the changers from the 'Toli rra'TpOr; aV'Toli. L. c. 

temple, and without doubt meaning here the 8 From the typical meaning of the pas- . 

demons, or effluxes from matter, whereby chal snpper. ilv?pevov fl,ev TO rru{Jor ,'TOV 

God's temple in humanity became defiled,) !.(J'T'lJpor; 'TO tv KOUP.ftJ lUTJpaLvtV, lafJLope

x.~ rriiuav 'T~V KaKiav. Orig. in Joann. '1'. vov ae ~v uvarravu£v n,v tv yaf'ft1. L. c. 


c. 19. ; 14. 
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spirit had been ejected; for many are the spirits that take up their 
abode in the heart, and allow it not to be pure. Each of these is busily 
employed in his own work, while they, all in various ways, shamefully 
defile it. And it seems to me to fare with such a heart much as with 
an inn; for the inn is worn and trodden to pieces, often filled with dirt, 
being the haunt of riotous, licentious men, who have no interest in the 
place, since it is none of their own. So is it with the heart; - until it 
receives the heavenly grace, it remains. unclean, being the abode of 
many evil spirits. But when he who only is good, when the Father 
adopts it as his, it becomes holy and resplendent with light; and ac
cordingly he who possesses such a heart is pronounced blessed, for he 
shall see God." 1 

The Valentinians were penetrated with the consciousness that Chris
tianity even here on the earth imparts a divine life, and in this life, the 
fellowship with heaven. This consciousness is thus expressed in the 
Valentinian form of intuition: "Every pneumatic soul baving its other 
half in the upper world of spirits (namely, its attendant angel,) with 
which it is destined to be united, it receives power through the Soter 
to enter into this union (Syzygy) spiritually even in the present life." 2 

But it is quite evident of itself, that the Valentinians must have dis
tinguished the effects of baptism and of the redemption, in their rela
tion to the two positions of the Pneumatici and the Psychici. The 
psychical. man obtains forgiveness of his sins, is released from the do
minion of the hylic principle, and receives power to withstand it. The 
pneumatical man is, through communion with the Soter, incorporated 
into the Pleroma, attains to a full consciousness of his nature affining to 
the latter and exalted above the kingdom of the Demiurge', and is em
powered to develope it free from the restraints by which it was before 
shackled. He is released from the cramping power of the Demiurge. 

The two classes differ from one another, in their way not only of ar
riving at Christianity, but also of appropriating and apprehending it. 
The psychical men must be led to the faith by causes out of themselves, 
by facts of the sensible· world, by miracles; 3 - so the stage of progress 
which they never go beyond, is that of faith on grounds of historical 
authority. They are not capable of the intuition of the truth itself. 
It is to such Christ speaks in John 4 : 48. In the case of spiritual 
men, on the other hand, faith does not arise out of the things of sense; 
they are seized immediately, in virtue of their godlike nature, by the 
intrinsic might of the truth itself, feel themselves immediately dra~ 
a~ay to that which is in affinity with their essential being; 4 and III 

VIrtue of this spiritual contact with the truth, their faith is superior ~o 
all doubt.5 Their worship, grounded in the knowledge of the truth, IS 
the true, "reasonable service oj God." 

1 Strom. lib. n. f. 409. aeCJr 'lreL{)eaf)at, Kat ovx2 A6y~ 'lr£UTWe£v. 
2 Heracleon, in Origin, T. XIII. § 11: Orig. in Joann. T. XIII. § 59. 

K0f','etn'YaL 1rap' aVTov r1Jv ovvafLLv #caL r1JV 4 Heracleon, in Orig. 1. c. c. 20, the t5e"r~ 
lVCJaLv #caL r1JV avaKpaaLv 'lrpor TO 'lrA~ K~ ,tJTjr olaf)ulLr. , 
PCJ I' a avriir· 6 'H aOtCt#CplrOr #CaL #caraAA71Mr ry ;V(m 

8 fil epyCJv "'V(JW exovrer KaL al alaf)~- avriir 1rLarLr. L. c. § 10. 
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The origin of the Christian life being thus different, the position in 
that life is different also. Here arises the distinction of a psychical and 
a pneumatical Christianity. By those of the one class, only the psychi
cal Christ is recognized; those of the other rise to the divine Soter in 
him. In the one position, men rest satisfied with historical Christian
ity; in the other, they grasp it in its connection and coherence with 
the whole theogonic and cosmogonic process. While Christ is acknowl
edged. by those that belong to the first class, only in consideration of 
the extraordinary works by which he was accredited as a divine 
teacher, and what he revealed is received on his authority; by those 
of the second, on the other hand, the necessity of the facts of Chris
tianity, - the necessity grounded in that process, - is understood; 
and on that very basis reposes a conviction raised above all doubt. To 
the psychical class, Paul says that for them he knew nothing, and could 
preach nothing, save Christ crucified; 1 that he could not announce 
to them that wisdom of the perfect, which is hidden even from the De
miurge and his angels. In accordance with these different positions, 
Christ is presented in different ways to the Christian consciousness;
as indeed the angels themselves, on account of their different natures, 
do not all behold alike the countenance of the Father.2 The recogni
tion of a necessary difference in the mode of contemplating Christ's 
person and work, grounded in these different stages of religious devel
opment, is a truth lying at the root of these Valentinian doctrines. 

Those spiritual men are the salt, the soul of the outward church
those by whom Christianity is propagated as the forming principle of 
humanity.3 By them is the way prepared for the transfiguration of 
the entire earthly world, and for the final destruction of everything 
material and evil; - an event that shall ensue, when matter shall have 
been deprived of all those germs of life it had seized on, and these, 
purified of their dross, shall have attained to the development corres
ponding to their essential being. So was it necessary that the divine 
life should be merged in the world of death, in order that that world 
might be overcome. Valentine addresses these spiritual men as fol
lows: "Ye are, from the beginning, immortal and children of eternal 
life; and ye were willing to apportion death among you, that you might 
swallow up and destroy it, and that in you and through you death might 
die. For if ye dissolve the world (prepare the way for the dissolution 
of the material world,) but a;re not yourselves dissolved, ye are masters 
and lords over the creation, and over all that is perishable." 4 

Though the Christian principle appears, in this Valentinian tendency, 
vitiated by a certain theosophic pride, and an element of Oriental 

1 Didascal. Anatol. concerning a. two-fold 4 'A-rr' ltpxijr ltSfLvaTOt t(f1"t lCa~ r£lCva 
mode of preaching by the apostle Paul. In ,CJijr aICJvla~' lCa~ TOV SavaTOv 7}'{u'AeTt! 
reference to the psychical men! 'EKi]pv~e p..epLuacrf7aL el~ tavToV~, Zva oa-rrav1Ja1JTe 
TOV uWTijpa yeV1JTOV Kal. -rraS1JTOV. aVTOV Kat. cival..wCl'llTe, /Cat u,-rroSav-y /) Sava

2 L. c.! 'Iotw!:' fKauTo~ YVCJpt'eL TOV KUPL TO!:, tV vp..'iv Ka£ oi v,.,iJv. WOTav yilp TOV 
W, KaL oVx' 6pOLCJ~ -rraVTe~ TO -rrPOUCJ1roV TOV ph /Corr,.,ov AUllU, vpe-'i~ oe ,.,11 lCaTaA(J1JaiJ~, 
1raTpo!:, opiJaLv 01 UrreA-Ot. ICvpteveTe riir ICTtCl'eCJ{, Kat TlIr tpSopiir c-rra

a See the proof directly, where we speak fJ1J~. Strom. 1. IV. f. 509, B. 
of Heracleon. 
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austerity, yet there gleams through these words a consciousness of 
what Christ intended, when he called the bearers of his word and spirit 
the salt of the earth, - of the high calling and place in the world of 
those who truly displayed the image of Christ, and in whom the idea. 
of Christianity was realized; who were to be.scattered abroad in the 
midst of an impure world, and connected with it by numberless grada
tions, in order to prepare the way for its gradual purification. 

When now the end for which these spiritual men prepared the way 
should be attained, the Soter, after the dissolution of the whole material 
world, should be united in one "syzygia" with the Sophia, the ma.
tured spiritual natures, paired with their respective angels, should un
der him enter into the Pleroma, and the psychical minds occupy under 
the Demiurge the last grade. of the spiritual world; 1_for they too 
should receive the measure of felicity answering to their peculiar na
ture. The Demiurge rejoices at the appearance of the Soter, through 
whom a higher world, to which he was before a stranger, has been re
vealed to him; and through whom also, relieved from his toilsome 
labors, he is enabled to enter into rest and enjoy an echo of the glory 
of the Pleroma. He is the friend of the bridegroom (the Soter,) who 
standeth and heareth him, and rejoiceth greatly because of the bride
groom's voice - rejoiceth at the consummation of the espousals.2 

John the Baptist spake these words (John 3: 29,) as a representative 
of the Demiurge. 

DISTINGUISHED MEN BELONGING TO THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINE.
Among the men of Valentine's school, Heracleon was distinguished 
for his cool, scientific, reflective bent of mind. . He wrote a commen
taryon the Gospel of St. John, considerable fragments of which have 
been preserved by Origen ; 3 perhaps also, a commentary on the Gospel 
according to Luke. Of the latter, a single fragment only, the exposi
tion of Luke 12: 8, has been preserved by Clement of Alexandria.4 

It may easily be conceived, that the spiritual depth and fulness of John 
must have been preeminently attractive to the Gnostics. To the expo
sition of this gospel Heracleon brought a profound, religious sense, 
which penetrated to the inward meaning, together with an understand
ing invariably clear when not led astray by theosophic speculation. 
But what he chiefly lacked was a faculty to appreciate the simplicity 
of John, and earnest application to those necessary means for evolving 
the spirit out of the letter, the deficiency in which among the Gnostics 
gene~ally has· been already made a subject of remark. Heracleon hon
estlymtended, indeed, so far as we can see, to derive his theology fro~ 
Joh!l' But he was entirely warped by his system; and with all hls 
habIts of thought and contemplation, so entangled in its mesh-work, 
that. he ~oul~ not move out of it with freedom, but spite of himself, 
implIed Its vIews and its ideas in the Scriptures, which he regarded as 
th~ . fountain of divine wisdom. 

1 The -rf)1ror p.er:rOTT/TOr. 8 In his Tomis on John, in which he ere
~ The union of the Soter with the So- quently has reference to the expositions of 

phis, of the angels with the spiritual na- Heracleon. 
tares in the Pleroma. i Strom. 1. IV. f. 503. 
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In proof of what has been said, we will consider Heracleon's inter
pretation of that noble passage containing our Saviour's conversation 
with the woman of Samaria. With the simple facts of the history, 
Heracleon could not rest content; nor was he satisfied with a calm psy
chological contemplation of the Samaritan woman in her relation to the 
Saviour. His imagination immediately traced in the woman who was 
so attracted by the words and appearance of Christ, the type of all 
spiritual natures, that are attracted by the godlike; and hence this 
history must represent the entire relation of the 'TrVWpaTLlCOL to the 
Soter, and to the higher, spiritual world. Hence the words of the 
Samaritan woman must have a double sense, - that of which she 
was herself conscious, and that which she expressed unconsciously, 
as representing the whole c]ass of the 1rVeVpaTlKoi.; and hence also the 
words ot the Saviour must be taken in a two-fold sense, a higher and a 
lower. True, he did not fail to understand the fundamental idea con
tained in the Saviour's language; but he allowed himself to be drawn 
away from the principal point, by looking after too much in the several 
accompanying circumstances. "The water which our Saviour gives," 
says he, "is from his Spirit and his power. His grace and his gifts 
are something that never can be taken away, never can be exhausted, 
never can pass from those who have any portion in them. They that 
have received what is richly bestowed on them from above, communicate 
of the overflowing fulness which they enjoy, to the everlasting life of 
others also." But then he wrongly concludes, that because Christ in
tended the water which he would give to be understood in a symbQli
cal sense, so too the water of Jacob's well must be understood in the 
same symbolical sense. It was a symbol of Judaism, inadequate to the 
wants of the spiritual nature - an image of its perishable, earthly 
glory. The words of the woman, -" Give me this water, that I thirst 
not, neither come hither to draw," - express the burthensome charac
ter of Judaism, the difficulty of finding in it anything wherewith to 
nourish the spiritual life, and the inadequacy of that nourishment 
When found. l When our Lord afterwards bade the woman call her 
husband, he meant by this her other half in the spiritual world, the 
angel belonging to her; 2 - that with him coming to the Saviour, she 
might from the latter receive power to become united and blended with 
this her destined companion. And the reason for this arbitrary inter· 
pretation is, that" Christ could not have spoken of her earthly husband, 
since he was aware, that she had no lawful one. In the spiritual sense,s 
the woman knew not her husband 4 - she knew nothing of the angel 
belonging to her; in the literal sense, she was ashamed to confess that 
she was living in an unlawful connection." The water being the sym
bolof the divine life communicated by the Saviour, Heracleon went on 
to infer that the water-pot was the symbol of a recipient 8pirit for this 
divine life on the part of the woman. She left her water-pot behind 
with him; that is, having now a vessel of this kind with the Saviour, 

1 To t1rlP.Oxf}OV Ka~ OVt11r0Plt1TOV Kat UTpo- 8 Kant TO VOOVPE:VOV. 
~v tKelVOV TOV MaTO~. "KaTa TO a1rAoiiv. 

2 To 7rAi;peJ/la aVT~f. See above. 
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in which to receive the living water she came for, she returned into 
the world to announce that Christ was come to the psychical natures.1 

In many of his interpretations, in which he distinguishes himself by 
his healthy feeling for the simple and for the depth in the simplicity, 
he is too simple for the artificial taste of Origen, who finds fault with 
him for adhering to the letter, and not penetrating more deeply into the 
spiritual sense.2 Explaining the words of Christ in John 4: 34, he 
says: "The Lord here calls it his meat to do the will of his Father; for 
this was to him his nourishment, his rest and his power. :But by his 
Father's will he meant, that men should come to the knowledge of his 
Father and be blessed. And accordingly, this discourse with the Samar· 
itan woman belonged to the meat of the Son." 3 On John 4 : 35, he 
says: " Christ speaks here of the sensible harvest, which was yet four 
months distant; while on the other hand, the harvest of which· he dis· 
courses was already present in reference to the souls of the faithful." 4: 

As the Gnostics took ground against the Jewish element in the doc· 
trines of faith and morals, they uniformly se.t up the principle that 
everything spiritual must proceed from the inner life and temper, in 
opposition to the tendency which severed good works from this connec· 
tion, and attributed value to them separately. It was such a reaction 
of the Christian spirit among the Gnostics that declared itself against 
the exaggerated estimate placed on the opus operatum of martyrdom, 
whereby, as we have seen, the deifying of man was. promoted among 
the multitude, and spiritual pride and fttlse security among the wit. 
ne~ses of the faith themselves. We have earlier remarked, that Basi· 
lides resisted this excessive veneration of the martyrs; and on the other 
hand endeavored to depreciate martyrdom, though in connection, 
indeed, with false premises from his system. But the way in which 
Heracleon attacked the wrong notions of martyrdom had no connection 
whatever with such errors. His only concern was to show that the wit. 
ness of Christ should not be i8olated, as a mere outward thing, but be 
found in connection and in unity with the entire whole of the Christian 
life. "The multitude," says he,5 "regard confession before the civil 
authority as the only one; but without reason. This confession, hypa. 
crites also may lay down. This is one particular form of confession; 
- it is not that universal confession, to be laid down by all Christians, 
and of which Christ is here (Luke 12: 8) speaking; - the confession 
by works and actions that correspond to the faith in him. This univer· 
sal confession will be followed also by that particular one, in the hour 

1 We must allow Heracleon the justice 2 'E1l'2 T7ir it.i~ec.Jr lfletve, PI olOflevor 
to acknowledge, that OriO'en wrougly ftC· aVT1JV civaye~at. Orig. in Joann. T. XIII. 
cuse.s ~im h~re, as in ma;y places, of con· § 41. 
tradlCtmg himself, - for how, says Origen, 8 It is deserving of notice, how Origen 
could the Samaritan woman announce censures Heracleon on account of this 
Christ to others, when she had left behind, sound exposition: ·01l'ep vOfli(c.J uacpiJr ll'av· 
with him from whom she had parted the rt opuufJat "at rall'etviJr i~et').i;cp{}at "id 
recipient organ of divine life 1 But' He. (3e{3taufltvc.Jr. L. c. § 38. 

racleon was perfectly consistent here: - in ~ L. c. § 41. • 

applying the allegory, the notiou of "leav. I) In the fragment above cited, of hIS 

ing behind," so far as space was concerned, 
 commentary on Luke. 
did not, in fact, enter his mind. 

http:3e{3taufltvc.Jr
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of trial and when reason requires it. It is possible for those who so 
confess him in words, to deny him by their works. They only confess 
him in truth, who live in his confession; in whom he himself also con
fesses, - having received them to himself as they have received him 
to themselves.1 For this reason, he can never deny him8elf." 2 

We may mention further, Ptolemceu8, who, if we may judge from the 
work of Iremeus, (which was aimed chiefly against his p~rty,) contrib
uted much to the spread of Valentine's principles. It may'be questioned 
whether Tertullian is correct in saying that Ptolemreus differed from 
Valentine principally in representing the.)Eons, whom the latter 
regarded as powers residing in the divine essence,s more under the 
form of hypostases; - at least it may be doubted whether this was a 
distinction of so much importance, - since, in every case, the represen
tations which the Gnostics framed to themselves of the lEons were at a 
far remove from abstract, notional attributes, and must have bordered 
closely on hypostases. 

A very imp01:tant production of Ptolemreus, which has come down 
to our times, - his letter to Flora, a lady whom he endeavored to win 
over to the Valentinian principles,4 - shows that he was well qualified 
to present his views to others in the least exceptionable form. As the 
individual to whom he wrote belonged in all probability to the catholic 
church, it was particularly necessary for him to remove the offence she 
could not fail to take at the opposition between his view8 and the doc
trine of tlte church, and at the position, that neither the Old Testament 
nor the creation of the world proceeded from the Supreme God. To 
meet the first difficulty, he appeals to an apostolic tradition, which 
through a succession of witnesses had come down to himself, and to 
the words of tlte Saviour, by which all doctrine should be settled. By. 
the tradition he meant probably an esoteric one, which, being him8elf 
deceived, he traced to some reputed disciple of the apostles; and as it 
regards the words of Christ, he could easily adapt them to his system 
by the Gnostic mode of interpretation. As to the second point, we 
may well suppose he would exhibit his principles in their mildest possi. 
ble form, to gain admittance for them with one who was not yet among 
the initiated. But still we find nothing in what he advances, which is 
at variance with the Valentinian principles. He combats two opposite 
errors - the error of those who held the creation of the world and 
the Old Testament to be the works of an evil being, - and the error 
of those who held them to be the works of the Supreme God. One. 
of these parties erred, in his opinion, because they knew the Demiurge 
alone, and not the Father of All, whom Christ, who alone knew him, 
first revealed; - the other, because they knew nothing of such an in
termediate being as the Demiurge. Ptolemreus probably would say, 

~ 'EVtlA1]llfltvo~ aVrovr Ka2 exoflevor inro tis in personales substantias, quas Valenti
TOVTWV. nus in ipsa summa divinitatis, ut sensus et 
• 2 Which must take place, if such as stand adfectus et motus incluscrat. Adv. Valen

In this connection with him, could be tinian, Co 4. 

brought to deny him. • Epiphan. hreres. 33, § 3. 


8 Nominibus et numelis reonum dis tine

aT· 
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then, that the first error was entertained by those who in Christianity 
continued still to be Jews; the second, by those who had passed at 
once, without any medium of transition, from the service of matter and 
Satan in paganism, to the knowledge of the Supreme God in the gospel; 
and from having made this immense leap in their knowledge and reli
gion at once, supposed there was also a like chasm in the nature of 
things. "How can a law that forbids sin, proceed from the evil 
being who is at war with all moral good?" he asks; - and says he, 
" the man must be blind, not in the mental eye alone, but also in that 
of the body, who cannot ..,.liscern in the world the providence of ita 
maker." 

Immovably persuaded that the world couid not have sprung from 
an evil being, he was also firmly convinced that its author could not be 
the perfect God, whom the Saviour was first enabled to reveal. His 
essence is only goodness; - Christ, indeed, called him the being who 
alone is good. As it seems, Ptolemreus considered punitive justice to 
be something irreconcileable with this perfect goodness. On the other 
hand, he represented justice, in the more limited sense, to be the :pecu
liar attribute of the Demiurge, as marking a stage, lying in the mIddle 
between evil and perfect goodness. He distinguished justice in this 
sense from justice in the highest sense, which COIncides with perfect 
goodness.1 That which is intermediate,2 he considered as belonging to 
the essence of the Demiurge and his kingdom. He professes adhe
rence to the doctrine of one primal Essence, the One Father who is with
out beginning, from whom all existence springs, and on whom it depends 
- a being who would show himself to be greater and. mightier than 
the evil principle. He writes Flora, to give herself no uneasiness, if it 
should appear strange to her, that from a perfect primal essence should 
proceed two alien natures, that of the perishable essence,3 and that of 
the Demiurge, occupying the intermediate position, inasmuch as the 
good, from its very essence, must produce only what is like itself; 
"for," he adds, "you shall come to know the beginning and origin of 
this also in its proper time." If Ptolemoous was not here accommo
dating himself, for the occasion, to the principles of the church, or rep
resenting his own in a milder form, with a view gradually to lead on his 
pupil still farther, we should have to reckon him also among the Ghos
tics before described, who reduced Dualism back to an original Mono
ism; for according to this view, he must have been anxious to point 
out, how not only the kingdom of the Dcmiurge, as a subordinate stage 
of existence in the general process of unfolding life, but also how at 
length the VATJ must exist as the extreme limit of all, or as an antithesis 
necessary to appear once and to be overcome.4. 

1 The proof is in what Ptolemrens says 8 The ¢flopa, the vATJ. 
«?nc~rning t~e Demiurge: 'IoiCJ!: A.exrretTJ ! Perhaps Secundus also belonged to the 
av OtKalOr;, TTl!: KaT' aVrov olKalOUVVll!: tJv party who supposed evil to be a necessary
{3pa{3evT~r;, Kat tUTal /-lev KaraOeEUUpOr; TOV momentum in the process of development,
reA.tiov rrwv Kat Tig lKetVOV OlKalOUVv7J!: if he distinguished in the first Ogdoad a 
eAaTTlJV OVTO!: 0 fleo!,'. TtTpa!: oeElu and a TeTpar; aplUTepa, calling

2 The p.euov, answering to the Torro!,' p.t the first light, nnd the second darkness . 
.gOTTJ'l'O! in Valentine's system. Vid. Iren. lib. I. Co 11, ~ 2. 
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Agreeing entirely with the Valentini an notion of inspiration, accord· 
ing to which all was not regarded as alike divine, but a cooperation of 
different factors was supposed in the origination of the Old Testament, 
Ptolemreus distinguished several elements in the writings of the Old 
Testament. He divided the religious polity of Moses into three parts. 
1. That which proceeded from the Demiurge. 2. That which Moses 
ordained under the impulse of his own reason left to itself. 3. The 
additions made to the Mosaic law by the elders.l The Saviour, as he 
maintained, plainly distinguished the law of Moses from the law of God 
(of the Demiurge,) Matth. 19: 6, &c. Yet again he excuses Moses, 
and endeavors to show that the contradiction between him and the De
miurge is only in appearance; - he merely yielded through constraint 
to the weakness of the people, in order to avoid a still greater evil. 
What came from the Demiurge, he divides again into three parts. 1. 
The purely moral portion of the law, unmixt with anything evil, which 
was called distinctively the law, in reference to which our Saviour says 
he came not to destroy the law but to fulfil; for as it contained nothing 
foreign from Christ's nature, it only required completion. For exam
ple, the precepts Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
were completed in the precepts which forbid anger, and impure desires. 
2. The law, corrupted by the intermixture of evil, as for example, that 
which permitted retaliation; Levit. 24: 20; 20: 9. "Even he who 
retaliates wrong for wrong, is none the less guilty of injustice, since he 
repeats the same action, the order only being reversed." Yet he recog
nized here, as in the case of Moses just stated, a predagogical element. 
"This command," says he, "was and perhaps still continues to be a 
just one, given in consideration of the weakness of those, who received 
the law, not without overstepping the pur"e law.' It is alien, however, 
from the essence and from the goodness of the Universal Father;
perhaps agreeable to the nature of the Demiurge;2 but more probably 
extorted from him. For he who forbids to kill in one place, and com
mands it in another, has allowed himself unawares to be surprized by a 
80rt of necessity." The Demiurge, he would say, was not wanting in 
the will, but in the power to vanquish evil. This part of the ~aw, as 
contradicting the essential· character of the Supreme God, IS now 
wholly abolished by the Saviour. It is plain, that Ptolemreus must 
have looked upon the capital punishment of the murderer as only a 
second murder. The state generally, according to his doctrine, which 
represents retributive justice as altogether foreign from the Supreme 
God, can belong only to the kingdom of the Demiurge. And it fol
lows, that those who had separated from the kingdom of the Demiurge, 
the genuine, Gnostic Christians, must decline all offices of civil trust. 
We here see betrayed again, a defect in the ethical system of these 
Gnostics, which defect had its ground in their speculative theology; 

1 Ptolemreus assumes that the Pentateuch 2 I have translated according to a correc
did not come from Moses. He supposed, tion of the text, (1. c. c. 3:) which seemed 
probably, with the Clemen tines, that when to me necessary: iuwr ToVr'fl KaraAA1/Mv. 
the law was written down from oral tradi The 0 need only be altered to 'fl. 
tion, many foreign additions of the elders 
rame to be mixed in with it. 
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since the former could never, according to the latter, become the ani· 
mating principle of a state - the possibility was never given to it of 
becoming a form of manifestation for the kingdom of God. . We grant 
there was this of truth also lying at the bottom, that no civil laws and 
civil constitutions can be derived immediately out of the essence of 
Christianity. 3. The typical, ceremonial law, which (see above) con
tained the figure of higher, spiritual things, - the laws concerning 
sacrifices, concerning circumcision, concerning the sabbath, the pass
over, and fasts. "All that was merely type and symbol, became 
altered after the truth appeared. The visible and outward observance 
was abolished. It passed, however, into a spiritual service, in which 
the names are the same, but the things are altered. For it is the 
Saviour's command, that we also should present our offerings; not offer
ings, however, of beasts or burning incense, but the spiritual sacrifice 
of praise to God~ and giving thanks to his name;"'-" of doing good and 
communicating to our neighbors. It is his will also, that we be circum
cised ; - not however with the outward, bodily rite, but with the spir
itual circumcision of the heart. He wills, moreover, that we should 
keep the sabbath, for he would have us rest from doing evil; also 
that we should fast, - not however with bodily abstinence, but with 
spiritual, which consists in abstaining from all sin. Yet the practice 
of outward fasting also is observed by our people; for it may be some
what profitable to the soul, when performed rationally,-not from imi
tation of anyone, not from custom, not from regard to the day, as if 
one day were specially designed for it - but to remind us of the true 
fast; that those who are as yet unable to keep the latter, may still 
be led to keep it in view by the outward fasting." Ptolemreus was 
thoroughly penetrated with a- sense of the elevation of the Christian posi
tion, superior to all constraints of time and place. In the order of set 
fasts, and doubtless also feast days, he saw something Jewish. 

Among the so called disciples of Valentine, JrIarcU8 and Bardesane3 
held distinguished rank. We say so called; for it would be more cor
rect perhaps to express it thus, that these two drew from the same 
common fountain with Valentine, in Syria, the native country of the 
Gnosis. Marcus came from Palestine, probably in the latter half of 
the second century. That Palestine was his native land, we may gather 
from his frequent use of the Aramrean liturgical formula. If in the 
theosophy of Heracleon and Ptolemreus the scientific tendency of the 
Alexandrian school predominated; in that of Marcus, on the other 
hand, the tendency was to the poetic and symbolical. He set forth 
his system in a poem, in which he introduced the divine lEons discours
ing, in liturgical forms, and with gorgeous symbols of worship, of which 
we shall cite some examples hereafter. In the manner of the Jewish 
Cabbala, he hunted after special mysteries in the numbers and positi?n 
of letters. The idea of a A6yo~ Toli OVTO~, of a word manifesting the hId
den divine ,essence in the creation, was spun out by him into the most 
subtle detaIls; - t~e entire creation being, in his view, a co?tinu?uS 
utterance, or becommg expressed, of the ine~able.l The manner ill whICh , 

1 To "PPT/TOV PT/TOV i'tvT/~qva,. 
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the germs of divine life ,1 lying shut up in the lEons, go on progressively 
to unfold and'individualize themselves, is represented by supposing that 
these names of the Ineffable became analyzed into their separate sounds. 
An echo of the Pleroma falls down into the VA1J, and becomes the form
ing principle of a new, lower creation.2 

The second of these two, Bardesanes, who can with still less propriety 
be considered a disciple of Valentine, lived in Edessa of ~lesopotamia. 
This is indicated by his name Bar Desanes, son of D~isan, from a river 
so called near the city of Edessa. He made himself known by his ex
tensive learning. Many of the older writers speak of alterations in the 
systems of Bardesanes. According to Eusebius's account, he was at 
first a follower 'of Valentine's doctrines; but having convinced himself 
by more careful examination that many of' them were untenable, he 
came over to the orthodox church; Yet he retained many of his ear
lier doctrines: and hence became the founder of a particular seet.Ac
cording to Epiphanius, he passed over from the orthodox church to the 
Valentinians. But of all these changes, the learned Syrian author in 
the fourth century, Ephraim the Syrian,-who lived in the country of 
Bardesanes, wrote in his language and had read his works,-says not 
a word; and it admit::! of being easily explained, how these false reports 
arose. Bardesanes, like other Gnostics, :was in the habit of accommo· 
dating himself, when he spoke publicly in the church, to the p1'evailing 
opinions; he let himself down, in this way, to the level of the psychical 
~tu1'es. He did, in many points, really agree, more than other Gnos
tics, with that system of doctrine. He could even write, from honest 
~onviction, against many other Gnostic sects then spreading themselves 
In Syria; as for instance, against those that denied any connection be
tween the Old and New Testaments; that derived the visible world 
from an evil being; that taught a doctrine of fatality destructive of 
moral freedom. In truth, the Gnostic Ptolemreus had also written 
against such sectarians, without prejudice to his Gnosticism . 
. In perfect conformity with the Valentinian system, Bardesanes recog

~1Zed, in man's nature, something altogether superior to the whole world 
~n which man's temporal consciousness is unfolded -:- some.thi?g above 
Its own comprehension - the human soul- a germmal prmCIple. sown 

• 1 The (11reppaTa 1OJEVp-aTlKfJ.. 
2 In general it is an idea peculiar to the 

~nostics, that the hiddcn godlike e~esses 
Itself to an echo, and finally a cf~tian of 
all sound; and that again the echo mcreas· 
es to a clear tone to a distinct word, for the 
revelation of th~ divine, &c. - ideas which 
they could turn into a great variety of 
~hap~s. Thus Heracleon says: The Sav
I?ur IS the u.'07d, as the revealer of the god
!Ike j all prophecy, which foretold his com
Ing, without beinO' distinctly conscious of 
the idea of the "'Mes!'iah in its spiritual 
sense, was only an isolatcd tone that pre
c.eded the revealing word; John the Bap. 
hst, st...'\nding mid-way bctwcen the Old and 
~ew Testament economy, is the voice, which 
13 already closely related to the word that 

expresses the thought with consciousness. 
The voice becomes word, by John's becom· 
ing a disciple of Christ; - the tone becomes 
t'oice when the prophets of the Demiurge, 
together with himself, attain to the con· 
scious recognition of the higher order of 
the world which the Mcs~iah revcaled, and 
thcnceforth scrve this hi~her system with 
sclf-conscious freedom. Orig. T. VI. in 
Joann. § 12. '0 l.oyO~ p-ev 0 aWT1Jp laTlv, 
9wvTj oe '" lv Tfj lp1JP-ft) 'lruaa o;rpoCP1JTtKij 
TU;t~, TnV 9wv1]v OilCELOTcpav ovaav TiiJ AOYC;> 
AOYOV YEVC(rfJal. TiiJ 1rXC;> 91Jal.v (aUniaL 
TTjV el~ ¢wvTjv ftETa{3oA1/V, pat'JT/TOV pev 
xwpav oufov!" Tfj p-ETa{3al.AOVm; El!" AOYOll 
¢£Jvfj 7;, (it should perhaps rcad TnV,) oov
AOV oe Tfj «'lr0 ~Xov Ek cp£JV1Jv. 
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forth from the Pleroma-whose essence and powers, having sprung 
from this loftier region, hence remain hidden to itself, until it shall at
tain to the full consciousness and to the full exercise of them in the 
Pleroma.1 According to the Gnostic system, this could properly be 
true, however, only in respect to the spiritual natures; but he must 
attribute also, according to that system, to the psychical natures a 
moral freedom, superior to the constraint of natural influences, or to 
the constraint of the Kyle. Hence, though, like many of this Gnostic 
tendency, he busied himself with astrology, he yet combated the theory 
which held to any such influence of the stars (elp.app.€vT},) as deter
mined with necessity the life and actions of men. Eusebius has pre
served in that great store-house of literature, the 7rp07rapauIC£vlj evayyeAttc", 

a considerable fragment of this remarkable production. Bardesanes 
here adduces, among other proofs that the stars had no such irresistible 
influence on the character of nations, the multitude of Christians scat
tered through so many different countries.2 "Wherever they are," says 
he of the Christians," they are neither conquered by bad laws and 
customs, nor constrained by the dominant constellations that presided 
over their hirth, to practise the sin which their master has forbidden. 
To sickness, however, to poverty, to suffering, to that which is ac
counted shameful among men, they are subjected. For as our free 
man does not allow himself to be forced into servitude, but if forced, 
resists; so on the other hand our phenomenal man, as a man for ser
vice, cannot easily escape subjection. For if we had all power, we 
should be the All, - and so if we had no power, we should be the tools 
of others and not our own. But if God helps, all things are possible, 
and nothing can be a hindrance, for nothing can resist his will. And 
though it may seem to be resisted, yet this is so, because God is good, 
and lets every nature retain its own individuality and its own free 'will." 
In conformity with his system, he sought to trace the vestiges of truth 
among people of every nation. In India he noticed a class of sages 
who lived in habits of rigid asceticism, (the Brahmins, Saniahs,) and al
though in the midst of idolaters, kept themselves pure from idolatry and 
worshipped only one God. 

We now pass over to the Gnostics who manifested opposition to J uda
ism; 'and in the first place, to those who, in aiming to sever Christian
ity from its connection with Judaism, were still more inclined to bring 
Christianity into union with paganism. . 

The Gnostic Sects in conflict with Judaism. 

_The &cts which, in opposing Judaism, inclined to the side cif the Pagan Element. 

T~E OPHITES. - The Ophites will form the most natural transition 
to thls class of the Gnostics· for we are here shown how the same ideas, 
by receiving a somewhat different turn were capable of leading to en
tirely different results. ' 

1 Vide Ephrrem. Syr. opp. Syr.lat. T. ll. 2 See Vol. I. p. SO.-Prrepar. evangel. 
f. 553 et 555. 1. VI. c. 10, near the end. 
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In the system of these sects, as in that of the Valentinians, the pre
dominant idea was that of a mundane soul, sprung from a feeble ray of 
light out of the Pleroma, which, plunged into matter, communicated life 
to the inert mass, being itself, however, affected by it. This mundane 
soul, the source of all spiritual life, which re-absorbs to itself whatever 
has flowed out from it- the pantheistic principle, whose germ existed 
already in the Valentinian system, becomes only more salient in the 
system of the Ophites, just as the properly Christian element retreats 
into the back-ground. Different modifications in this respect seem to 
have existed also in different branches of the Ophitic sect. The same 
fundamental principle8 might be seized and applied in different ways 
in the 8ame period, - according as the Chri8tian, the purely Oriental 
and theo8ophia, or the Jewi8h element, happened most to predominate. 
The Ophitic system represented the origin of the Demiurge, who is here 
named Ialdabaoth, in altogether the same way as the Valentinian; 
moreover, in the doctrine of his relation to the higher system of the 
world, it is easy to mark the transition-point between the two systems. 
~he Valentinian Demiurge is a limited being, who in his limitation imag
mes he acts with independence. The higher system of the world is at 
first unknown to him; he serves as its unconscious instrument. In the 
phenomena, or appearances coming from that higher world, he is at first 
bewildered and thrown into amazement; - not, however, on account of 
his malignity, but his ignorance. Finally he is attracted, however, by 
the godlike, rises from his unconsciousness and ignorance to conscious
ness, and thereafter serves the higher order of the world with joy. Ac
~ording to the Ophitic system, on the other hand, he is not only a lim
Ited being, but altogether hostile to the higher order of world, and so 
remains. The higher light he is possessed of in virtue of his derivation 
from the Sophia, he only turns to the bad purpose of strengthening his 
position against the higher order of the universe, and rendering himself 
an i~dep~ndent sovereign. Hence the purpose -()f "Wi~dom:' i~ to 
depnve hIm of the spiritual natures that have flowed over mto hIs kmg
~om, and to draw them back into itself, that so Ialdabaoth with his en
tIre creation, stripped of every rational nature, may be given up to de
struc.tion. According to the V alen~inian system, on .the contrary, ~he 
DemlUrge constitutes through etermty a grade of ratIOnal, moral eXIst
ence, of subordinate rank indeed, but still belonging to the harmonious 
evolution of the ~eat whole. Yet here again we can trace a relation
8hip of ideas in the two systems; inasmuch as the Ophites represent 
the DemiurO'e as unconsciously and involuntarily subservient to Wis
dom, working towards the accomplishment of its plans, and ultimately 
b~inging about his own downfall and annihilation. But if Ialdabaoth is, 
'W~thout willing or knowing it, an instrument to the purposes of divine 
'WIsdom, yet this gives him no distinction, as in the Valentinian system, 
but in this he is even put on a level with absolute evil: - it does not 
proceed from the excellence of his nature, but from the almighty power 
of the higher order of world. Even the evil spirit - the serpent form 
(O~LOfloptpor,) that sprang into existence when Ialdabaoth, full of hatred 
and jealousy towards man, looked down into the VA.1/ and imaged himself 
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on its surface, must against his will serve only as an instrument to bring 
about the purposes of wisdom. Moreover, the doctrine concerning the 
origin and c.estination of man in this system has a great deal which is 
closely allied to the Valentinian theory; but a great deal also which 
belongs to another branch of the Gnostic system. 

The empire of Ialdabaoth is the starry world. The stars are the 
representatives and organs of the cosmical principle, which seeks to 
hold man's spirit in bondage and servitude, and to environ it with all 
manner of delusions. Ialdabaoth and the six angels begotten by him 
are the spirits of the seven planets, the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Venus, 
Jupiter, Mercury, and Saturn.l It is the endeavor· of Ialdabaoth to 
assert himself as self-subsistent Lord and Creator, to keep his six angels 
from deserting their subj ection, and, lest they should look up and 
observe the higher world of light, to fix their attention upon some ob
ject in another quarter. To this end, he calls upon the six angels to 
create man, after their own common image, as the crowning seal of 
their independent, creative power.2 Man is created; and being in 
their own image, is a huge corporeal mass, but without a souI. He 
creeps on the earth, and has not power. to lift himself erect. They 
therefore bring the helpless creature to their Father, that he may ani
mate it with a soul. Ialdabaoth breathed into it a living spirit,3 and 
thus; unperceived by himself, the spiritual seed passed from his own 
being into the nature of man, whereby he was deprived himself of this 
higher principle of life. Thus had the Sophia ordained it. In man 
(i. c. those men who had received some portion of this spiritual seed) 
was concentrated the light, the soul, the reason of the whole creation. 
Ialdabaoth is now seized with amazement and wrath, when he beholds 
a being created by himself, and within the bounds of his own kingdom, 
rising both above himself and his kingdom. He strives therefore to 
prevent man from becoming conscious of his higher nature, and of that 
higher order of world to which he is now become related - to keep 
him in a state of blind unconsciousness, and thus of slavish submission. 
It was the jealousy of tJ.e contracted Ialdabaoth which issued that com
mand to the first man; but the mundane soul employed the serpent 
(the OtplOP.OP~O~,) as an instrument to defeat the purpose of Ialdabaoth, 
by tempting the first man to disobedience. According to another 
view, the serpent was itself a symbol or disguised appearance of the 
mundane soul; 4 - and in the strict sense, it is that part of the sect 
only that adopted this view, which rightly received the name of Ophites, 
for they actually worshipped the serpent as a holy symbol; - to w~ich 
they may have been led by an analogous idea in the Egyptian religIOn, 
the serpent in the latter· being looked upon as a symbol of Kneph or 

1 The religious books of the Sabians also presents the form of a serpent, - a symbol 
have much to say about the manner in of that wisdom of nature, that soul of the 
which these star-spirits deceive men. world, which winds in concealment through 

2 Thus they explained Gen. 1 : 26. all the different grades and orders of natu
8 'They supposed they found this in Gen ral life. Theodoret. hreret. fah. vol. I ..14. 

esis 2: 7. We perceive how the Pantheistic princlple 
t The serpent, a type of the (CJoyovo," ao shines here more clearly through the sur

;ta: - the winding shape of the entrails face. 
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the ayaDocJacflc.JV, who resembled the (1o~ca of the Ophites.1 At all 
events, it was through the mundane soul, directly or indirectly, that the 
eyes of the first man were opened. The fall of man, - and this pre
sents a characteristic feature of the Ophitic system, though even in 
this respect it was perhaps not altogether independent of the prior 
Valentinian theory,-the fall of man was thetransition point from a 
state of unconscious limitation to one of conscious freedom. Man now 
became wise, and renounced his allegiance to Ialdabaoth. The latter, 
angry at this disobedience, thrusts him from the ,upper region of the 
air, where until now he had dwelt in an ethereal body, down to the 
dark earth, and banished him into a dark body. Man finds himself 
now placed in a situation, where, on the one hand, the seven planetary 
spirits seek to hold him under their thrall, and to suppress the higher 
consciousness in his soul; while on the other hand, the wicked and 
purely material spirits try to tempt him into sin and idolatry, which 
would expose him to the vengeance of the severe Ialdabaoth. Yet 
"Wisdom" never ceases to impart new strength to man's kindred na
ture, by fresh supplies of the higher spiritual influence; and from Seth, 
whom the Gnostics generally regarded as a representative of the 
'lrVtvflaTlKOt, - the contemplative natures, - she is able to preserve, 
through every age, a race peculiarly her own, in which the seeds of the 
spiritual nature are saved from destruction. 

In respect to the relation of the psychical Ghrist, or Jesus, to the 
Ohrist of the .JEon world, which latter united himself to the former at 
the baptism, the doctrine of the Ophites was like that of Basilides and 
the Valentinians. The only thing peculiar to them was, that the higher 
Christ, in descending through the seven heavens of the seven angels, 
Or in wandering through the seven stars on his way to the earth, 
appeared in each of these heavens under a kindred form, as an angel 
of the same kind, thus concealing his own higher nature from those 
angels, while he absorbed whatever of the spiritual seed they still pos
sessed, and crippled their power. The way in which these Gnostics 
endeavored to prove that the heavenly Ch:rist first became united with 
Jesus at the baptism, and forsook him again at the passion, makes it 
~lear how this entire theory may have arisen. Th~y appe~led, for 
mstance, to the circumstance that Jesus wrought no mIracle, eIther be
fore his baptism or after his, resurrection. This fact they imagined 
could be no otherwise explained than by supposing that higher being 
was only united with him from the time of his baptism to his death. A 
remarkable fact, beyond all doubt, and worthy of special notice, that 
Christ wrought miracles only from a certain point of time to another 
certain point of time; - only they gave it a false explanation. 

Ialdabaoth, the God of the Jews, must see himself deceived in 
respect to that which he had expected from his Messiah - since the 
latter did not advance his kingdom, but as an instrument of the higher 
Christ, proclaimed the unknown Father, and threatened rather to sub
vert the law of Ialdabaoth, that is, Judaism. Hence he determined to 

1 Compo Creutzer's Symbolik. Th. I. S. 312, u. 504. 2te Aufi. 
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get rid of him, and brought about his crucifixion. After his resurrec
tion, Jesus remained eighteen months on the earth. He received by 
inspiration of the Sophia a clearer knowledge of the higher truth, which 
he communicated only to a few of his chosen disciples, whom he knew 
to be recipient of such high mysteries. Upon this he is raised by tho 
celestial Christ to heaven, and sits at the right haD;d of Ialdabaoth, 
unobserved by him, for the purpose of drawing and receiving to him
self every spiritual being that has been emancipated and purified by 
the redemption, when released from its sensible veil. In proportion as 
Jesus becomes enriched in his own spirit by this attraction to himself 
of his kindred natures, Ialdabaoth is deprived of all his higher virtues. 
The end is, to procure the enlargement of the spiritual life confined in 
nature, and bring it back to its original fountain, the mundane soul, 
from which all has flowed. Jesus is the channel through which this is 
accomplished. Thus the planets are at length to be deprived of all 
the rational existence which is to be found in them. There were some 
among this kind of Gnostics who carried the Pantheism through with 
still more consistency; - who held that the same soul is diffused 
through all living and inanimate nature; and that consequently all 
life, wherever it is dispersed and confined by the bonds of matter with· 
in the limits of individual existence, should be at length retracted 
through that channel and re-absorbed by the mundane soul, or the So
phia - the original source from whence it had flowed. Such Gnostics 
said, " When we take things of nature for food, we absorb the souls 
scattered and dispersed in them into our own being, and with ourselves 
carry them upward to the original fountain." 1 Thus eating and drink
ing was for them a sort of worship. In an apocryphal gospel of this 
sect, the mundane soul or Supreme Being says therefore to the initi
ated: "Thou art myself, and I am thou; where thou art, I am; and 
I am diffused through all. Where thou pleasestthou canst gather me, 
but in gathering me thou gatherest thyself." 2 ... 

Pantheism, and the confounding of the natural and the divine which 
results from it, can never by their very nature have any favorable influ
ence on morals; - and where the reaction of a moral element does not 
oppose itself to that of the subjective temper, immorality will ever be 
naturally promoted by it. Pantheism, and the wildly fanatic spirit of 
defiance against Ialdabaoth, and his pretended, cramping ordinances, 
seem in truth to have led these Ophites into the most unnatural extrav
agances.

A. statement of Origen deserves special notice, who reports that t~e 
Ophltes were not Christians; and that they admitted none to theIr 
assemblies who did not curse Christ. The important inference might 
be drawn, that this sect sprang from a religious party which existed 
before the appearance of Christianity; and of which one portion after· 
wards appropriated to themselves some of the elements of Christianity, 
while another, holding fast to the traditional principles of their sect, 
opposed Christianity altogether. We should thus be led to the hypoth· 

1 Epiphan. hreres. 26, c. 9. 2 Chap. 3. 
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esis of an ante-Christian Gnosis, which afterwards in part received 
Christian elements int<> itself, and partly appeared in bitter hostility to 
them. In fact, Origen names, as the founder of this sect, a certain 
Eucrates, who may have lived before the birth of Christ.l Moreover, 
the striking relationship between the Ophitic system and the systems 
of the Sabreans and Manichreans, might be considered as pointing to 
some older common fountain of an ante-Christian Gnosis. But on the 
other side it cannot be denied that the Ophitic formulas of exorcism, 
which Origen cites immediately after he has made this statement, 
plainly contain allusions to Christian ideas. And it might be, that the 
opposition of the Ophites to the Christ of the church, the psychical 
Messiah, was to be traced t<> a certain peculiar tum that had been 
given to their principles; - that the distinction they made between .the 
pneumatic and the psychical Christ - the light estimation in which 
they held the latter, may have become converted, among a portion of 
their sect, into a position of downright hostility to the latter, and hence 
to the Christ whom the majority of believers acknowledged,2 - so that 
to curse the limited Messiah of the psychical natures, was finally made 
a mark of true discipleship to the higher Christ. We meet with some
thing like this in the sect of the Sabreans, who transferred many things 
from the history of Christ to a heavenly Genius, the messenger of life, 
Mando di Ohaia, whom they worshipped as the proper Christ, from 
Whom the true baptism proceeded - and the rest to Jesus the anti
Christ, sent by the star-spirits to betray mankind. This Jesus cor
rupted the baptism of John. And we shall discover something simi
lar to this in one variety of the Basilidean sect soon to be mentioned. 

PSEUDO-BASILIDEANS. - These stand related to the original Basili
deans in the same way as the Ophites to the genuine school of Valentine. 
T~e prudent and moderate spirit of the Basilidean system,S was here 
qUIte extinguished; the distinction between the Supreme God and the 
Demiurge pushed onward to an absolute Dualism, out of which had de
"'eloped itself a wild defiance against the God of the world and his laws, 
- a bold antinomianism. According to their theory, the redeeming 
spirit 4 could enter into no union with the detested kingdom of the De
miurge ; he only assumed an apparently sensible form. When the Jews 
~ere for crucifying him, having the power, as an exalted spirit, of cloth
mg himself in every species of sensible form, and of presenting whatever 
shape he chose before the eyes of the sensuous multitude, he caused Si
mon of Cyrene (Mark 15) to appear to the Jews under hi8 own shape;
While he himself took the form of Simon, and rose without hindrance 

1 Orig. c. eels. lib. VI. c. 28, if. The ob spoken of precisely similar practical errors 
seure and inaccnrate Philaster, who places in false followers of llasilides, to those we 
t?e Ophites at the head of the ante-Chris meet with in this sect, we might be led to 
tian sects, cannot be considered any good suspect that the so called Basilideans of 
aU,thority. Irenreus had no connection whatever with 

2 I am indebted for this last remark to Basil ides. 
tahe profound critique of my work on the 4 The voiir. See above, the system of 

nostics, by Dr. Gieseler. Basilides. 
8 Unless Clement of Alexandria had 
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to his invisible kingdom, mocking the expectations of the deluded Jews. 
To these people the doctrine of Christ crucified was foolishness. They 
ridiculed all who confessed him, as confessors of a phantom, dupes to 
an illusion of the senses. Such men, they allowed, w~re no longer 
Jews, but neither were they Christians. They ridiculed the martyrs, 
as men who sacrificed their lives in the confession of a phantom. Those 
who were initiated into the true mysteries were well aware, that none 
but a few, only one in a thousand could comprehend them. Their NU8 

(voii!:) possessed the faculty of making himself invisible to all; and 
they also possessed the same.1 There was no form of sense they could 
not assume, no visible a:ppearance to which they could not accommodate 
themselves in such a manner as to deceive the gross multitude, and 
escape persecution.2 

C.AINITES. - Closely related on the side of their practical bent to 
these Pseudo-Basilideans, were the Cainites; though, in respect to the 
fUndamental principles of their system, they belonged to the great stock 
of the Ophites. Among them as well as among the Sethians, who were 
of the same stock, we meet with this fundamental idea - that the 
Sophia found means to preserve, through every age, in the midst of the 
Demiurge's world, a race bearing within them the spiritual seed which 
was related to her own nature. But while the Sethians, whom we must 
reckon with the first class of Gnostics, regarded Cain as a representa
tive of the Hylic; Abel, of the Psychical; and Seth, who was finally 
to reappear in the person of the Messiah,3 of the Pneumatic principle; 
the Cainites, on the other hand, singularly distinguished themselves by 
assigning the highest place to Cain. To such an extreme did these ex
travagant Antinomians carry their fanatical hatred of the Demiurge 
and of the Old Testament, that they made the worst characters of the 
Old Testament, as rebels against the laws of the Demiurge, their own 
Coryphreuses. They regarded them as the sons of the Sophia, and the 
instruments she employed in combating the Demiurge's kingdom. To 
these people, the apostles, without exception, appeared too narrow and 
restricted in their views. Judas Iscariot alone possessed, in their opin
ion, the true Gnosis. They held, that he procured the death of Christ 
from good motives; for he knew that this was the only possible way of 
bringing about the destruction of the Demiurge's kingdom. Their 
principle, destruction to the works and ordinances of the Demiurge, 
served as a pretext to cover every species of immorality.4 We ought 
not to wonder if such a sect, so audaciously perverse, so partial to the 
traitor Judas, should finally become hostile to Christ himself. But the 
language of Epiphanius, which might lead us to conjecture that such 

1 This faculty of becorninO' invisible was described in his instructive History of Sects 
claimed also in the Cabalistk school. ' We among the Jews, (Brunn, 1822.) 
have a.rern~rk~ble exa~ple of this folly in 2 Iren. lib. I. c. 24. . 
S. ~a!mon s h.fe of hlmself, published by 8 An idea nearly related to the doctrmc 

Montz; - and 1t may ~e obse:ved in gene of the Clementines. 

ral, that a great many mterestmg points of ~ Vide Iren. lib. 1 Co 31. Epiphan. hoores. 

resemblance to Gnosticism may be traced 38. 

in the later Jewish sects, which Beer has 




CARPOCRATES AND EPIPHANES. 449 

was actual1y the case with regard to a portion of the sect, is too vague 
an~ indefinite to deserve being relied upon as a safe authority on this 
~~ . 

CARPOCRATES AND EPIPHANES; PRODICIANS, ANTITACTES, NICPLA:' 
ITANS, SIMONIANS.-To the class of Gnostics we have just described, 
whose licentious tendencies, so opposite to Christianity, could only find 
an accidental point of union in the ferment which it excited, belonged 
Oarpocrates. He resided probably, during the reign of Hadrian, in 
Alexandria, - where a certain religious eclecticism or syncretism was 
then prevailing, which attracted the notice of that emperor himself.1 
He drew up a system of doctrines, which passed over into the hands 
of his son, Epiphanes. The latter, who died at the early age of seven
teen, abused and expended great natural talents in the defence of a 
perverse tendency, most pernicious in its influence on the moral feel
mgs. According to Clement of Alexandria, Carpocrates had busied 
himself with the Platonic philosophy, and taught it to his son. The 
Platonic ideas of the soul's preexistence, and of that higher species 
of knowledge, which under the form of a reminiscence came from 
Some earlier, heavenly state of being, gleam through the surface of 
this system, whose authors seem to have borrowed a great deal from 
Plato, particularly from the Phredrus. Their Gnosis consisted in 
the knowledge of one supreme original Being,2 the highest unity, 
from whom all existence has flowed, and back to whom it strives to 
return. The finite spirits, ruling over the several portions of ·.the 
earth, seek to counteract this universal striving after unity; and 
from their influence, their laws and arrangements, proceeds all that 
checks, disturbs, or limits the original communion lying at the root of 
n~ture, which is the outward manifestation of that highest unity. These 
SpIrits seek to retain under their dominion the souls which, emanating 
frJm the highest unity, and still partaking of its nature, have sunk 
down into the corporeal world, and there became imprisoned in bodies; 
80 that after death they must migrate into other bodies, unless they are 
capable of rising with freedom to their original source. From these 
finite spirits the different popular religions had derived their origin. 
But the souls which, led on by the reminiscences of their former condi
tion, soar upward to the contemplation of that higher unity, reach a state 
of perfect freedom and repose, which nothing afterwards is able to dis
turb. As examples of this sort, they named Pythagoras, Plato, Aris
totle among the heathens, and Jesus among the Jews. To the latter 
they attributed only great strength and purity of soul, which enabled 
h~m, through the reminisc~nces of his earlier existence, to attain the 
hIghest flight of contemplatIOn, break free from the narrow laws of the 
~od of the Jews, and overturn the religion which had proceeded from 
hIm, although educated in it himself. By virtue of his union with the 
Monad, (povar,) he was armed with a divine power, which enabled him 

1 See his letter, cited p. 102. 2 Hence called, in Clement of Alexan
dria, yvWCTtr p.ovaollCf]. 
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to overcome the spirits of this world, and the laws by which they govern 
the operations of nature, to work miracles, and to preserve the utmost 
composure under sufferings. :By the same divine power, he was after
wards enabled to ascend in freedom,. above all the powers of these 
spirits of the world, to the highest unity - the ascension from the world 
of appearance to Nirwana, according to the system of :Buddha. This 
Beet accordingly made no distinction between Christ and the wise and 
good men among every people. They taught that any other soul which 
could soar to the same height of contemplation, might be regarded as 
standing on an equality with Christ. In the controversy against con
verting the religious life into a mere outward matter, they took sides 
with St. Paul, but on a directly opposite principle; not on the principle of 
faith, in the apostle's sense, but on that of an antinomian Pantheism, 
which looked down upon morality of life witli a sort of contempt. Hence 
they foisted a meaning wholly alien from their true impor~, upon those 
fundamental positions of St. Paul respecting the vanity of the merit of 
good works, and respecting justification, not by works, but by faith 
alone. What they understood by faith was a mystical brooding of the 
mind absorbed in the original Unity. "Faith and love," said they, 
"constitute the essential thing; externals are of no importance. He 
who ascribes moral worth to these, makes himself their slave; subjects 
himself to those spirits of the world, from whom all religio·us and politi. 
cal ordinances have proceeded. He cannot advance, after death, be
yond the circle of the Metempsychosis. :But he who can abandon him
self to every lust, without being affected by any, who can thus bid defi
ance to the laws of those mundane spirits, will after death rise to the 
unity of that originall\fonad, by union with which he was enabled, here 
in the present life, to break loose from every fetter that had cramped 
his being." 1 Epiphanes wrote a work on justification, in which he en
deavored to carry out the position, that all nature manifests a striving 
after unity and fellowship, and that human laws which contradicted 
these laws of nature, and yet could not subdue the appetites implanted 
in human nature by the Creator himself, had first introduced sin. Ac
cordingly he so wrested the language of the Apostle Paul respecting 
the inadequacy of the law to make men holy, and its design to evoke 
the consciousness of guilt, as to treat the Decalogue with bold con
tempt. This sect busied itself a good deal with the art of magic. 
Whoever, by union with the original Monad, was enabled to rise above 
the subordinate gods, who, like all things else, were subject to change, 
- above the finite spirits of the world, could show this superiority by 
his works, by producing effects transcending the laws of nature, which 
procee~ed from t40se inferior spirits. Thus they explained the miracles 
of ChrIst; holding that any other person who rose to this union with the 
Monad, could perform similar wonders. These Carpocratian doctrines 
embody a great deal which bears a close relation to the Hindoo spirit,2 

1 Iren. lib. 1. c. 25. par G. Pauthier. Paris, 1833. Psg. 32. 
2 See Colebrooke's Dissertation on the Although by this I do not mellU to assert, 

school of Sankhya. Essais sur la philoso- that these doctrines - which, however, 
phie des Hilldous par Cole brooke, traduits might well be possible in the state of inter
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and particular]y to Buddhaism.1 The Carpocratians paid divine hon
ors to an image of Christ, which, as they maintained, came original. 
ly from Pilate. The same honors they paid also to the images of 
pagan philosophers, who had taken their stand, like Christ, above the 
popular religion. In so doing, they made use of heathen ceremonies 
a practice not to be reconciled, we must allow, with the system of Car
pocrates and Epiphanes - and to be imputed rather to the superstition 
of their followers. At Same, the principal city of the island Cephalene 
in the Ionian Sea, whence sprung the family of Epiphanes on his 
mother's side, so great is said to have been the impression made by 
this young man on the minds of the multitude, that a temple, a museum 
and altars were erected to him, and divine honors paid to his name. 
As we have this account from the learned Clement of Alexandria,2 a 
man not given to credulity in such matters, we have no reason to ques
tion the fact, which indeed fully accords with the spirit and temper of 
those times. Perhaps, however, it was only from the members of his 
own sect, who would probably meet with a cordial reception on this 
island, that he enjoyed these honors, as the greatest of wise men.3 

To the same class of licentious Antinomians belonged the sect of 
Antitactes. Their doctrine is denoted by their name. The good and 
gracious God, said they, created all things good. :But one of his own 
Offspring rebelled against him. This was the Demiurge, the God of 
the J ews.He it was that sowed the tares, engendered that principle 
of evil wherewith he has encompassed everyone of us; by which, we 
must suppose, is meant the material body, constituting at once the 
prison-house and the fountain of all sin to the souls banished from above. 
Thus he has placed us at enmity with the Father, and we in turn set 
ourselves at enmity with him.4 To avenge the Father on him, we do 
directly the reverse of what he wills and commands. As a proof that 
the Old Testament bore 'witness against itself, they appealed to Mal. 3 : 
15, quoting the language of the godless as words of truth.1> 

To the same class belonged the Prodicians, who were followers of a 
certain Prodicus. They maintained they were sons of the Supreme 
God, a royal race; and therefore bound to no law, since kings were 
under none. They were the lords of the sabbath, the lords over all 
?rdinances. They made the whole worship of God to consist, probably, 
In the inner contemplation of divine things. They rejected prayer, and 
perhaps all external worship, as suited to those limited minds only 
which were still held in bondage under the Demiurge; and they were 

Course between the nations at that time- 3 We make no mention here of the Cy
~ere derived indirectly from such a sou~ce j renian inscriptions, of which so much has 
SInce the tendency of mystic PantheIsm been said in modcrn times; for, although 
~xhibits itself in similar phenomena, even conceived exactly according to the spirit of 
~ndependently of all such influences j and this sect, they have been proved to be not 
In .cases of this sort, instead of communi genuine. 
CatIon from without, it is sufficient to sup 4 'AvTlTaO"O"opetJa TOVTftJ. 
}lose an inner relationship of spirit j as in 6 'AVTierT1]eraV TifJ \1eifJ, Kat lercJ\11Jerav; 
the instance of the Beghards of the middle where, moreover, they interpolated the word 
age. uvatofi. By resisting the unabashed God, 

I See the remarks which follow, on Mani- men are delivered from his bondage. Clem. 
cheism. ' Strom.!. Ill. f. 440. 


2 Clement. Strom. I. III. £ 428. 
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in the habit of appealing to the authority of certain apocryphal books, 
which were attributed to Zoroaster'! 

With this class of Antinomians belonged also the Nicolaitans - if, 
indeed, the actual existence of such a sect can be proved. Irenreus 
takes notice of a sect of this kind which existed in his time. He traced 
its origin back to that Nicolaus, a deacon, whom we find mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles; and he supposed the same sect was described 
in the second chapter of the. Revelation.2 But it might be doubted, 
whether Irenreus was right in the inter.pretation which he has here 
given of the passage in the Revelation - whether the word Nicolai
tans, which occurs in this place, is in truth the proper name of a sect, 
and more particularly of a Gnostic sect. The passage relates simply 
to a class of people who were in the practice of seducing Christians to 
participate in the sacrificial feasts of the heathens, and in the excesses 
which attended them, -just as the Jews of old were led astray by the 
Moabites, Numb. 25. It is quite. possible, too, that the name Nicolai
tans is employed purely in a symbolical sense, according to the general 
style of the Apocalypse, and signifies corrupters, seducers of the people, 
like Balaam.; -in this sense, Balaamites.3 It was a favorite idea with 
Irenreus, that the Apostle John, even at this early period, had come 
into conflict with Gnostics of various descriptions; - and he was wont 
to search in the writings of John for allusions bearing directly upon the 
Gnostic heresy. Having found, then, many of the errors reproved in 
this passage of the Revelation to be the same that prevailed among the 
Gnostics of his time, he concluded that the practical errors denounced 
by the apostle might have sprung out of a theoretical Gnosticism; and 
the name suggested to him the Nicolas, mentioned in the Acts, as its 
probable author. The remarks relating to this sect in Iren::eus are, 
however, really so obscure, that we have no just reason for supposing 
that he knew anything about it from his. own personal observation. 
Had we no other account, therefore, than that of Irellreus, we should 
be obliged to allow it to be possible, at least, that the tradition about 
this sect had grown out of some misconstruction of the passage in the 
Revelation; though it might seem strange that Irenreus, without any 
assignable motive, should represent a man who had been chosen by 
the apostles themselves to a public office, as the founder of a heretical 
sect. But no such mistake can be supposed to have existed in the case 
of the learned and unprejudiced Clement of Alexandria, who in the first 
place was better versed in historical criticism, and next appeals to facts 
which could not have been fabricated. There were those who main
t~ined the pernicious principle, already mentioned, that the lower pas
SIOns were to be subdued by indulgence, without allowing the spirit to 
be affected by them. So should men mortify the flesh, destroy it by 

1 Strom. 1. I. f. 304; 1. III. f. 438 j 1. VII. he docs not so distinguish them from other 
f.722. Gnostics, as to make their pecllliar charac

2 Iren. 1. I. c. 26. Speaking of their ~rac teristics clearly prominent. 
tical errors, he says: qui indiscrete, (udta 8 Balaam = vt/cot..aor,-according to the 
cpopwr,) vivunt. L. c. 1. III. c. 11: he speaks etymology from .v~~ and ell.
of their specula.tive errors j where, however, 
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means of itself, show contempt for it. Their motto consisted of certain 
words to this purport which they ascribed to Nicolas the deacon.1 In 
a passage which follows,2 the same Clement speaks of another incident 
in the life of this Nicolas, often appealed to by the sect in justification 
of their extravagances. Accused by the apostles of jealousy towards his 
wife, to prove the groundlessness of the charge, he led her forth and 
said, Let him that chooses marry her. Yet Clement himself was very 
far from believing that the Nicolas of the Acts was the founqer of this 
sect, although they claimed him as such. He defends the character 
of the man, as a member of the apostolic church; and refers to a tradi
tion which testified that this Nicolas lived in honorable wedlock to the 
last, and left behind him children who led decent and pious lives. We 
see, then, that Irenreus was not mistaken in assuming the existence of 
such a sect, but only careless in examining into the truth of their pre
tended origin. It was the custom with such sects, as we have often 
observed, to attach themselves to some celebrated name or other of an
tiquity, in the choice of which they were not seldom influenced by cir
cumstances quite accidental. Thus the Nicolaitans claimed Nicelas 
the deacon as their master, though he had done nothing t~ntit1e hini 
to that bad distinction. Clement supposes his words and actions had 
been misinterpreted, and endeavors to explain them in a milder sense; 
but it may be doubted whether Clement, in this case, carried his criti
cism far enough. Everything imputed to Nicolas by the tradition 
wears an apocryphal aspect. Perhaps the sect possessed a life of him 
drawn up by themselves or others from fabulous accounts and unau
thentic traditions, -in which the whole of this was embodied. If this 
sect was really derived from those Antinomians who were called Nico
laitans in the age of the Apostle John - a point which cannot be abso
lutely decided 3 - then possibly this very name in the Apocalypse
the Nicolaitans - may have led the more recent sect to derive their 
appellation from Nicolas. Belonging, as they probably did, to the anti
JUdaistic party, and consequently acknowledging no other apostle than 
Paul, they may have seiz?d upon wllat t~ey. found a~serted ~n t~e 
Apocalypse as affording eVIdence of the antIqUIty of thClr sect,smce It 
had been attacked already by the Judaizing teacher John; and the re
semblance of names would naturally invite them to refer its origin back 
to the Nicolas mentioned in the Acts. 1,Ve have noticed examples 
already of Gnostics choosing for their leaders persons whose characters 
appear in an unfavorable light in the Old or the New Testament. 

We have still to mention the Simonians - an eclectic sect, who can 
searcely be brought, however, under anyone specific class; since they 
seem to have accommodated themselves, sometimes to paganism, at 

1 To delv 7rapaxpijeTftaL T9 crap";. Clem. only' the name, which existed before, that 
Strom. 1. II. f. 411. gaye oceasion to this allusion to Balaam, 

2 L. c. I. III. f. 436. yet it could not be inferred thence notwith
8 Even though the name Nicolaitans in standing, that the party then existing was 

the Revelation were really the proper name a Gnostic one. See respccting this sect, 
of a party which owed its rise to some per my Apostol. History, vol. II. p. 533. 
son hy the name of Nicolas, and it was 
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others to Judaism or to the religious opinions of the Samaritans, and 
at others again to Christianity - sometimes to have been rigid ascetics, 
at others wild scoffers at all moral law, (the Entychites.) Simon Ma
gus was their Christ, or at least a form of manifestation of the redeem
ing Christ, who had manifested himself also in Jesus; - whether it was 
that they actually derived their origin from a party founded by the 
sorcerer of that name mentioned in the Acts, or whether, having sprung 
up at som~ later period, they chose, of their own fan,cy, Simon Magus, 
a name so odious to the Christians, for their Coryphreus, and forged 
writings in his name which made pretensions to a higher wisdom. The 
opinion of some learned writers, that another Simon, distinct from the 
Qlder Simon Magus, was the founder of the sect, and afterwards be
came confounded with this latter, is an arbitrary conjecture, by no 
means called for to explain the historical fact.1 

Anti-Jewish Gnostics, who strot'e to apprehend Christianity, however, in its Purity and absolute 
Independence. 

Strongly contrasted with these Gnostics, whom we have just been con
sidering, all-d who were directed away from the ethical spirit of Christian
ity by their""own prevailing bent, were another class, who were led to op
pose Judaism through the influence of a mistaken Christian interest, and 
were betrayed into Gnosticism by their one-sided mode of apprehending 

1 This Simon Magus, who cannot prop
erly claim a place even among the found
ers of Christian sects, acquired unmerited 
importance in the Christian church, by 
being held up a.<> the great father of the 
Gnostic heresy. As the representative of the 
whole theosophico-goetic tendency, in oppo
8ition to the simple faith in revelation, he 
became, so to speak, a m:/fthical personage, 
and gave occasion for many fictitious Ie
gends, such, for example, as his dispute 
with the Apostle Peter, and his unsuccess
ful experiment in the art of flying. The 
most ingenious version of this story is to 
be found in the Clemen tines. It is a sin
gular fact, however, that Justin Martyr, in 
his second apology to the Roman Emperor, 
mentions a pillar erected at Rome to this 
Simon, on an island in the Tiber, (tv riiJ 
Ti{3epL 7rorafliiJ, flera~iJ rwv ova yecjJVpi:Jv,) 
with the inscription, Simoni deo sancto. 
Although sorcerers of this stamp could 
often find their way even to persons of the 
highest rank, yet it is incredible, that the 
folly should ever be carried to such an ex
treme as to the erection of a statue and the 
pa3sing of a decree of the senate, enrolling 
Simon Magus among the deos Romanos_ 
The correctness of ,Justin's statement might 
therefore be called in question, even thouO'h 
it were impossible to show the reason ~f 
his mistake. But the occasion of his mis
take may now, as it would seem, be ex
plained. In the year 1574, a stone was dug 
up at the spot described by Justin, which 
appears to have served as the pedestal of a 

statue, and on it was the inscription, Semo
ni Sango Deo Fidio sacrum_ True, this 
stone was not erected by the Roman se?
ate, nor by the emperor, but by a certatn 
Sextus Pompeius. But Justin, with his 
head full of the legends about Simon Ma
gus, overlooked all this, and confounded 
the Semo Sancus, (a &bino-Roman deity, 
probably unknown to Justin, who was bet
ter versed in the Greek than in the Roman 
mythology,) with the words Simo sanctns j 
for it is to be observed that the cognomen 
of that deity was sometimes written sanc
tus instead of sancus. Tertullian, who had 
a more familiar knowledge of Roman an
tiquities, might be expected, it is true, .to 
know better j but even he was too preJu
diced in such cases, and too ignorant. of 
criticism, to institute any further examtna
tion with regard to the correctness of .n 
statement which was in accordance with hIS 
taste, and which besides came to him ~~ s1 
respectable authority. The more cntlca 
Alexandrians take no notice of the matter. 
Origen's rema.rk, (lib. I. c. Cels. c. 57,) that 
this Simon was not known beyond Pales
tine by any but Christians, who became ac
quainted with him from the Acts of the 
Apostles, would seem to imply, that he 
looked upon the story of the pillar erected 
to him in Rome, as a fiction. The Sama
ritan Goetre and Heresiarchs, DositheuB and 
Menander, (the latter of whom is represent
ed to have been a disciple of Simon Mag~s,) 
deserve still less to be particularly notIced 
in the history of Christian sects. 



SATURNIN. 455 

the ethical element in Christianity. 'Ve have observed already, in that 
section of the present history which relates to the Christian life, how 
possible it was, that there should spring up in the course of its progres
sive movement, a one-sided ascetic tendency, leading to a wrongly con
ceived opposition to the world and to nature. Now a tendency of this 
sort might be united with the absolute Dualism of the Gnostics, and in 
the latter doctrine find a speculative ground of support. Thus arose 
those peculiar phenomena of the Gnosis, in which the practical, ascetic 
element especially predominated, and which were distinguished for a 
certain earnestness of moral spirit, running however into the extreme 
of rigid asceticism. 

a. SATURNIN. - The first whom we shall mention here is Saturnin, 
who lived at Antioch, in the time of the Emperor Hadrian. His doc
trines, so far as they can be ascertained from our imperfect sources of 
information,! were as follows: At the lowest stage of the emanation 
world, on the boundaries between the kingdom of light and the kingdom 
of darkness, or of the Vl..l1, stand the seven lowest angels, spirits of the 
stars. These combine together to win away from the kingdom of dark
ness, a territory on which to erect an independent empire of#their own. 
Thus sprang into being this earthly world, and through its different re
gions these spirits of the stars dispersed themselves. At their head stands 
the God of the Jews. They are engaged in an incessant war with ihe 
kingdom of darkness, and with Satan its prince, who will not suffer 
their kingdom to grow at the expense of his own, and constantly seeks 
to destroy what they strive to build up. A feeble ray only gleams down 
~ them from the higher kingdom of light. The appearance of this 
lIght from above fills them with a. longing for it. They would seize it 
for themselves, but cannot. Whenever they would grasp it, it retires 
from them. Hence they enter into a combination to charm this ray of 
~he higher light, and to fix it in their own kingdom, by means of an 
lInage fashioned after the shape of light floating above them. But the 
form made by the angels cannot raise itself towards heaven, cannot 
stand erect.2 It is a bodily mass 'without a soul. At length the Su
preme Father looks down with pity from the kingdom of light on the 
feeble being man, who has been created, however, in his own image. 
He infuses into him a spark of his own divine life. Man now, for the 
first time, becomes possessed of a soul, and can raise himself erect 
towards heaven. The godlike germ is destined to unfold itself, in those 
human natures where it has been implanted, to distinct personality, and 
to return after a determinate period to its original source. The men 
who, carrying within them these divine seeds, are appointed to reveal 
the Supreme God on earth, stand opposed to those who, possessing 
nothing but the hylic principle, are instruments of the kingdom of dark
ness. Now to destroy this empire of the planetary spirits, of the God 
of the Jews, which would set up itself as an independent kingdom, as 
well as to destroy the empire of darkness, and save those men who, 
through the divine seed of life, have become partakers of his own nar

1 Irenwus and Epiphanius. ~ See above, concerning the Ophites. 
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ture, the Supreme God sent down his lEon Nus; (vov~.) But since 
the latter could not enter into any union with the planetary empire, or 
the material world, he appeared under the disguise and semblance 
merely of a sensible form. 

It is evident of itself, how spontaneously the ascetic bent above men
tioned, the excessive valuation of celibacy, would spring up out of such 
a system. 

b. TATIAN AND THE ENCRATITES.-Tatian of Assyria lived at Rome 
as a rhetorician, where he was converted to Christianity by the 
instrumentality of Justin Martyr, who was on terms of greater 
intimacy with him on account of their having received the same 
philosophical education in the Platonic school. During the life
time of Justin he adhered to the doctrine of the church. He com
posed, while still entertaining the same views, after Justin's death, 
an apologetic discourse,! which contains a good deal, however, which 
might be accommodated to the doctrines of Gnosticism. In this 
discourse, Tatian, like his teacher Justin, following the example of 
Philo, received into his system the entire Platonic doctrine concerning 
matter, inconsistent as it was with a theory in which the doctrine of the 
creation from nothing was still maintained. It was this Platonic doc
trine which led him to adopt also the hypothesis of an ungodlike spirit 
of life wedded to its kindred matter, whence he derived the evil spirits, 
whom he describes as 7rVevflara VAt/d.!., - inconsistent as this hypothesis 
also was with the Christian doctrine concerning the nature of evil 
spirits, and concerning the origin of sin. In this discourse already, he 
advanced a theory, which, we may remark, had found its way out of 
some Jewish system of theology into the speculations of several of the 
early church teachers, - that the human soul, like everything else 
formed and partaking of matter,2 is by its own nature mortal; that the 
first man, living in communion with God, had within him a principle 
of divine life, exalted above the nature of this soul which had been 
derived from matter, and that this is properly the image of God,3 by 
virtue of which man became immortal. Having lost this image by sin, 
he fell a prey to matter and to mortality. 

It is easy to see how these opinions, loosely strung together as they 
were' in Tatian's system, would furnish a convenient foothold for the 
Gnostic idea of the VAll, and of the distinction between the ..pVXlICOV and 
the 7rVEVp.aTtlCOV, and how they would naturally result in an asceticism, 
striv~ng after an absolute estrangement from the things of sense.4 Ac~ 
c?r~ng to the report of Irenreus,5 Tatian conceived a doctrine of lEons 
slmilar to that of the Valentinians; yet this would not suffice of itself 
to war~a~t us in concluding that hi8 system bore any affinity to the 
Valentlman. According to Clement of Alexandria,6 he belonged to the 

1 His Aoyor 1rpO~ ·EAAllVa~. with the above-mentioned distinction be
2 A 1rvevfa VAlIC6v. tween the ..pVXlKOV and the 7rVevflaTlK(w in 
3 geov etKWV Ka2 0flOtCJ(1l~. the nature of the first mat\, he having lost 
4 According to Ircnreus, Tatian was the the latter by sin. Lib. I. c. 28. C 

jir,t to assert the condemnatory sentence 5 Comp. Clem. Strom. lib. III. f. 465, . 
of the first man; which indeed would agree 6 L. c. f. 460, D. 
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class of anti-Jewish Gnostics, and transferred St. Paul's, statement of 
the contrariety between the old and the new man, to the relation of the 
Old and New Testament; - yet he might perhaps have expressed him
self in this way, even according to the Valentinian Gnosis, which by 
no means supposed an absolute contrariety between the two economies. 
A remark of Tatian, which has come 'down to us, would seem to imply, 
that he was far from separating the Demiurge, the God of the Old 
Testament, so entirely from all connection with the higher world. He 
looked upon the expression in Genesis, "Let there be light," -and this 
may serve to illustrate his arbitrary mode of interpreting scripture, 
not as the commanding, creative word, but as the language of prayer. 
The Demiurge, seated on the dark chaos, prays that light may shine 
down from above. l Tatian's strong leaning towards a fanatical asceti
cism might perhaps warrant the conclusion, however, that he drew a 
sharper line of distinction between the creation of the Demiurge and 
the higher world, and consequently between the Old Testament and the 
New, than could be admitted by the principles of the Valentinian 
school; for this practical repugnance to the creation of the Demiurge 
was usually connected with an opposition to it in theory. 

Tatian was aware that the system of Christian morals must be de
rived from the contemplation of the life of Christ, and take its laws 
from thence. Assuming this, he wrote a work in which he endeavored 
to show how true perfection might be attained by the imitation of 
Christ.2 He failed only in one respect; that he did not seize the life 
of Christ in its completeness, and in its relation to his mission as the 
redeemer of mankind, and the author of the new creation of divine 
life, which was designed to embrace and pervade all human relations 
only in the further course of its development from him. Paying no 
regard to this, he held the life of celibacy and the renunciation of all 
worldly possessions, after the pattern of Christ, to be the distinctive 
mark of Christian perfection. But to such as appealed to the life of 
Christ considered in this light, Clement of Alexandria replied, "The 
specific nature of Christ's being, as distinguished from all other men, 
left no room for the marriage relation. That necessity of something to 
complete the human nature, which is grounded in the mutual relation 
of the sexes, found no place in him. .The only analogon to the mar
riage estate was, in his case, the relation he bears to the church, which 
is bound to him, as his bride. Nothing could issue from him, as the 
Son of God, but a spiritual posterity." 3 The strong bias of Tatian in 
this particular direction led him to understand the Apostle Paul, in 1 
Corinth. 7 : 5, as teaching that marriage and unchastity were one and 
the same thing - both equally the service of Satan.4 It may be too, 

1 Theodot. Didascal. Anatol. f. 806. avaYKaiov, UtOlIJ£, p€VOVTt Kat pOVItJ v[i;J rfeoii 
Origenes de orat. c. 24. yeyov(m. Clem. Strom. lib. III. f. 446. 

2 nep~ Toii KaTeL TOV CIJT7;pa KaTapTlcpoii. 4 Paul, he affirms, gives permissio~ in 
,8 OVK tcam T~V alTtaV Toii PTJ y1;paL TOV this place but ostensibly, - and immedIate

J{VpWV, ?rPWTOV pE:V yap T~V £OLav vvprp1jV ly shrinks back from what he permits, when 
e1xe T~V eKKI.,1]aLaV, e?retTa OE: oME: ltVrfpIJ- he says that those who followed his permis
1r?" ~v KOtvor, tva Kat (Jo1jrfoii TlVOr KaTu sion would serve two masters j by mutual 
CUpKa OE1Jrfij, oMt: TeKvo?rot~cacr&a£ f)v aVT(j continence and prayer they would serve 

VOL. I. 39 
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that besides the canonical gospels, he made use of apocryphal histories, 
in which the image of Christ had already become modified under the 
influence of theosophico-ascetic habits of contemplation.1 .Ai; the ten· 
dency to a theosophical asceticism of this kind, which sprung up in the 
East, had now become widely spread, it can be no wonder that there 
were different kinds of these abstinents,2 who had no special connection 
with Tatian, and who belonged in part to the Jewish and partly to the 
anti-Jewish party.3

c. ~{ARCION AND HIS SCHOOL. - In the case of the Gnostics last 
considered, we observe already the dualistic element asserting it. 
self chiefly on the practical side, on the side of ethics, while the 
speculative retreats proportionally out of view. This is still more 
clearly apparent in the case of Marcion. He is the terminating 
point at which this whole development naturally ends; since he 
belongs with the Gnostics only in a single respect. He stands on 
the dividing line between Gnosticism, the prevailing tendency of 
which is to speculation, and a predominant practical direction of mind, 
diametrically opposed to speculative Gnosticism; so that, considered in 
this point of view, the Alexandrian theology recognized by the great 

God, by incontinence they would serve un
chastity and Satan. Strom. 1. Ill. f. 460. 
According to Eusebius, -1. IV. c. 29, - he 
was accused of undertaking to garble and 
alter many expressions in the writings of 
St. Paul; but from the words of Eusebius, 
Ttva~ aVTov p£TarppuaaL I/Jwvil~, ~~ f:1rlOWP
~ovp£vov aVTi:Jv TTjv TiJ~ cppuaw~ aVvTa;tv, 
it is impossible to determine, whether the 
alterations were made to favor his own dog
matic and ethical principles, or whether 
they were changes from the Hebraistic into 
a purer Greek; and then the question arises, 
whether Tatian actually allowed himself in 
the practice of such an arbitrary sort of 
criticism, which certainly is quite possible; 
or whether he only had in his possession 
certain readings varying from the received 
text, which it was assumed, as a matter of 
COurse, might be regarded as intentional 
falsifications. 

1 We should know something more on 
this point, if Tatian's "eVayyO"wv dta Tea
uupwv" were still extant. The old writers 
seem to have looked upon this work as a 
compendious harmony of the four gospels, 
Euseb. 1. IV. c. 29; but it mav be doubted 
whether Tatian really confined himself to 
our four canonical gospels - whether he 
did not at least make some' use of several 
apocryphal gospels; since accordinO' to 
Epiphanius' account, - which we mu;t al· 
low is extremely vague,-this collection 
possessed some resemblance to the evayye
AWV Ka1f}' tf3paiov~. Theodoretus found 
more than two hundred copies of this work 
in use within his Syrian diocese, and thouO'ht 
it his duty to withdraw them, probably he
cause he found them to contain a good deal 
'of heretical matter. Theodoret. hreret. fab. 

I. 20. Tatian might find occasion also, on 
the ground of his peculiar Gnostic views 
concerning Christ, to lcave out those parts 
of the gospels which contain the genealo
gies, and perhaps all that related to Christ's 
nativity. 

2 'EyKpariraL, c'L7rOraKrLlWl, VOp07rapaaTU
Tat, (because they made use of water only 
at the communion.). 

S Among these belonged Julius Cassia
nus, ill whose doctrines we may recognize, 
perhaps. the lingering influence of the 
Alexandrian-Jewish theology; the evayye
AWV KaT' Alyv1rTiov~ being the source, in
deed, whence he deri ved his knowledge of 
the gospel history. Regarding Adam as a 
symbol of the 80ul degraded from a heav· 
enly condition to the corporeal world, he 
made it the chief duty of man to gain t~e 
mastery over matter .by means of ascetIC 
austerities, and for this reason would not 
admit that Christ had appeared in the cor
poreal world. He was considered one o.f 
the leading men of the Docctre. In h~ 
f:;'TJY'TJTlKU, he endeavored to introduce hIS 
doctrines into the Old Testament by means 
of the alleO'orical method of interpretation. 
See Clem~ Strom. lib. I. f. 320; lib. III. f. 
465. Furthermore, the Scverians belong to 
a class which passes generally under the 
name of Encratites. They are said to pave 
sprung from a certain Severns, and to have 
rejected the epistles of Paul, and the Acts 
of the Apostles. Theodoret. hreret. fab. I. 
21. Their hostility to Paul might be co~' 
sidered, perhaps, as an indication of theIr 
oriO'in from the Jewish Christian party. 
Th~ inference, however, is the less sure, ~e. 
cause the peculiar spirit of their doctnne 
may have led them to that hostility. 
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body ot the church contains more that is in affinity with Gnosticism, 
than the theology of Marcion. The Ohristian interest is more directly 
addressed by him than it is by the other Gnostics, because his whole 
being is far more thoroughly penetrated by Christianity; because the 
Christian element properly constituted the ground-tone of his whole 
inner life, his whole mode of thinking in religion and theology; while, 
in the case of the other Gnostics, this was only one spiritual tendency 
belonging to them along with several others of a foreign character,
although it was sometimes the predominant one. It is instructive to 
observe, how a tendency proceeding from the very heart of Christianity 
may be impelled, by taking a settled direction on one particular side, 
to allow the admission of unchristian elements. It must leave us with 
a sad impression of human weakness, to see, in the example of this 
remarkable man, in what a strange relation or want of relation the 
speculative system may stand to that which moves and animates the 
inmost life.of the man - to see how, by his own misunderstanding of 
himself, he could lead others, who ought to have been bound to him by 
the fellowship of the same higher life, to misunderstand, be deceived 
in, and condemn him; and those very persons too who came nearest to 
him in what constituted the fundamental and essential character of 
their spiritual bent. This world, in which we come to our knowledge 
neither of God, nor of ourselves, nor of each other, directly, but only 
through a glass in broken and refracted rays, is full of misunderstand
ings. What l\farcion had in common with the Gnostics, and particu
larly with the Gnostics belonging to the last-mentioned class, consisted 
partly in his attempt to sunder the God of nature and of the Old Tes
tament from the God of the gospel, - to separate generally the purely 
human from the divine, and partly in various speculative elements 
which he wrouO'ht into his religious system. At the same time, it is quite 
evident that h~ had arrived at what he had in common with them, by 
a method wholly different from theirs. His God he had first found in 
Christ, and that glory of God which was revealed to him in Christ, he 
could nowhere find again in nature or in history. The speculative ele
ments which he borrowed from other Gnostics, were to him but expedi
ents which he resorted to for the purpose of filling up the chasm neces
sarily left in his system, which had been formed out of a bent of mind 
radically different and purely practical. It clearly was not his object, 
as it was the object of other Gnostics, to supply the imagined defects 
of Christianity by a speculative solution of difficulties taken from other 
systems of doctrine; but the design he started with was simply to re
store Christianity in its purity, which, in his opinion, had been corrupted 
b:r foreign additions. The one-sided position from which he started 
WIth this object in view Wag the occasion of most of his errors. 

He did not make a secret traditional doctrine the main source of this 
genuine Christianity. But neither was he willing to be confined to the 
general tradition of the church; for in this, according to his opinion, 
foreign elements had already become mingled with the pure apostolical 
Christianity. Taking his stand, in the spirit of true protestantism, on 
the ground of positive Christianity, he would admit that nothing. but 
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the words of Christ and of his genuine disciples ought to be considered 
as the fountain-head of the true gospel. We must confess, that instead 
of recognizing the many different phases of Christianity presented in 
the manifoldness of the organs chosen for its promulgation, he allowed 
himself to indulge an arbitrary partiality in distinguishing and separat
ing them one from the other. His efforts in looking up the earliest 
records of the pure, original Christianity, led him into historical and 
'critical investigations, lying remote from the contemplative direction of 
mind peculiar to other Gnostics. But here also he presents to us a 
warning example - showing how such investigations, when guided and 
controlled by preconceived dogmatic opinions in which the understand
ing has entangled itself, must necessarily lead to disastrous results,
showing how easily an arbitrary hyper-criticism may slide into the oppo
site extreme, in opposing a careless facility of belief, and how readily, 
in combating one class of doctrinal 'prejudices, one may fall into others 
differing only in kind. 

The other Gnostics united with their theosophic idealism, a mystical, 
allegorizing interpretation of the scriptures. The simple-hearted Mar
cion was decidedly opposed to this artificial method of interpretation. 
He was a zealous advocate, on the other hand, of the literal interpre
tation which prevailed among the antagonists of Gnosticism; and it is 
evident from his example, how even this method of interpretation, when 
not united with other hermeneutical principles, and when pushed to an 
extreme, must lead to many arbitrary procedures. 

The opposition between 7rtC1Tl~ and yv(jC1t~, between an exoteric and 
an esoteric Christianity, was among the marked peculiarities of the other 
Gnostic systems; but in Marcion's case, on the contrary, who adhered 
so closely to the practical Apostle Paul, no such opposition could possi
bly be allowed to exist. To the merely outward, and more truly Jew
ish than Christian notion of 7rt(1Tt~, which had found admission into 
the Christian church, he opposed - not a self-conceited Gnosis, but the 
conception of 7ri(m~ itself, apprehended according to the genuine sense 
of St. Paul. In his view, 7riC1rt~ was the common fountain of the 
divine life for all Christians. He knew of nothing higher than the 
illumination which every Christian ought to possess. What he recog
nized as genuine Christianity, ought to be recognized as such by all 
capable of receiving Christianity in any sense. He could make no 
other distinction than that between the riper Christians and those 
that needed still to be instructed in Christian principles, (the cate
chumens.) , 

In a two-fold respect, Marcion's appearance is a fact of great signi
ficance in the history of the world. In the first place, he stands a 
living witness of the impression which Christianity, as something wholly 
new and supernaturally divine, produced on men of strong and lively 
feelings. We see how Christianity appeared to such a person, looking 
at it from the point of view which had been reached by his age, and. 
in its relation to all that had proceeded forth out of the previous devel
opment of mankind. It is a fact, which here speaks to us. Next the 
great significance of Marcion's appearance consists in this: that we 
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perceive in him the first symptoms of' a reaction necessary in the course 
of the historical evolution, - a reaction of the Pauline type of doctrine, 
reclaiming its" rightful authority, against the strong leaning of the 
church to the side of James and Peter-a reaction of the Christian 
consciousness, re-asserting the independence acquired for it by the 
labors of Paul; against a new combination of Jewish and Christian ele
ments - a reaction of the protestant spirit against the catholic element 
now swelling in the bud. At its· first appearance, this reaction might 
easily be led wrong, and tend too' exclusively again, to the other side 
of the truth. It was needful that various momenta should be evolved, 
before the reaction could be a pure one, clear in itself, and therefore 
certain of the victory. As Marcion gives us the picture of Paul, not 
in all the harmonious many-sidedness of his great spirit, but only in a 
single aspect of it, we consequently find in Marcion himself the impet
uous ardor, but not the calm reflective prudence, - the practical, but 
not the dialectic spirit of Paul- we find in him the acuteness and per
spicacity of the apostle in discerning and setting forth opposites, but 
not the conciliating wisdom for which the apostle was no less distin
guished. We shall now endeayor to seize the character of Marcion in 
its connection with that stage of development the church had arrived 
at in his time - though in doing this we must be made to feel the great 
want under which we labor, of satisfactory information with regard to 
his early habits of life and education. This deficiency we must endeavor 
to supply by the aid of historical combination. . 

Marcion was born at Sinope, in Pontus, near the beginning of the 
second century. According to one report,! which is not placed, how
ever, beyond all doubt, his father was bishop of the church in Sinope. 
In this country, there were beyond question families, even thus early, in
which Christianity had been handed down from parents to children; so 
~hat Marcion might have been led to the Christian faith through the 
mfluence of his early education; - yet even supposing his father to 
have been a bishop, it would not be necessary to conclude that the fact 
was so. He speaks of the " ardor of his first faith," 2. where he, seems 
to refer to the glow of feeling experienced by a new convert.3 Per
haps he belonged to the number of those who were first brought to the
fai~h, not by the tradition of the c~urch, bu~ b.y t~ei: own study of the 
~ntten word. And as he approprIated Chrlsbamty m a way somewhat 
mdependent of tradition, so in the after development of his Christian 
views he ever pursued this independent direction,. and was unwilling to 

• 1 In Epiphanius, and in the later addi
tIons to TertulIian's Prrescriptiones. It 
~ay excite some doubt to find that Tertul
han has made no use of this fact against 
¥areion, that he had abandoned the Catho
lIC church in whieh his father was a bishop. 
The silence of Tertullian, who had been at 
great pains to obtain inlormntion with re
gard to all the particulars of Marcion's life, 
on a point which he had so much occasion 
to speak of, must lead us to suspect the 
foundation of EpiphaniUB' report, who con

39· 

trasts the heresy of the son with the ortho
doxy and piety of his father. Yet it does 
not oblige us to reject the account. 

2 Primus calor fidei. 
8 Although we grant that this might also 

be said, in the first ardor of pious feeling, 
by a person who had been educated in 
Christianity, especially in this period, ~'hen 
the baptism of infants was not pracllsed ; 
yet the other is the most obviolls. construc
tion. 
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subject himself to any human tradition. Perhaps it was the majesty of 
Christ beaming upon him from the survey of his life and the contem
plation of his words, whereby he was drawn to Christianity~ And the 
Pauline typ~ of doctrine, which most completely harmonized . with his 
tone of mind, may have been the form in which he first learned to 
understand Christianity, and which chained his spirit once for all. In 
this manner, the peculiar shape which the Christian faith assumed in his 
case, may have been determined from the beginning. 

Like many others, he felt constrained by the ardor of his first Chris
tian love, to renounce every earthly possession. He presented to the 
church a considerable sum of money, and began, in a course of rigid 
abstinence, the life of a "coI)tinent person" or an a(jf(~T'TJr.1 His con
tempt of nature; which was at first simply practical and a8cetic, pro
ceeding from a false notion of the contrariety between the natural and 
the divine, would lead a man of his ardent temperament, so eager to 
grasp what he approved, and so bold in rejecting wh.at he disliked, to 
institute a theoretic distinction and separation between the God of na
ture and the God of the gospel. The contemplation of this period 
brings to our notice minds of the most opposite stamp - those that were 
for reconciling all antitheses, - for blending together elements the most 
heterogeneous, and those as well who would see everywhere nothing 
else but opposites, and know of no means to reconcile them. To this 
latter class belonged Marcion. The consciousness of redemption 
formed the ground-:tone of his religious life, - the fact of redemption 
he regarded as the central point of Christianity. But as it is only 
through numberless stages of transition and intermediate points that 
everything can ultimately be referred to this as the central point, - as 
the whole development of the world in history and nature were in this 
to be brought into a comprehending unity, - the impatient Marcion, 
who was averse to all gradual measures and intermediate steps, who 
was for having everything alike complete and at once, could not so un
derstand it. Tertullian has aptly characterized him, when he says, 
"While in the Creator's universe all things occur in the order of a 
gradual development, each in its proper place, with Marcion, on the 
other hand, everything is sudden." 2 To his heart, filled and glowing 
as it was with the image of the God of . mercy and compassion, who ap
peared in Christ, Nature appeared as something entirely alien from 
the manner in which this God revealed himself to him in his soul. In 
history too, Marcion, who was so full of the glory of the gospel, 
believed he could find no trace of the God that had revealed himself 
~ him there; and into the demon world of paganism he looked back, 
like so many other zealous Christians, only with shuddering aversion

'1 ~ee aoo!c. Peeu~iam in primo calorc flova'~v as equivalent to the a(jf(~T'TJr·
fidel eeclestre contu11t. Tertullian. adv. Ephraem Syrus accnses Marcion of acquir
Mardon, 1. IV. c. c. It amounted to two ing by his asceticism a deceptive show of 
hundred se~erti~. Se~ Tert~llian. prreseript. sanctity. Opp. Eph. Syr. lat. Sermo J. f. 
c. 30. Eplphamus. III calhng Marcion a 438, seq. . 
uovu(wv, (reeiuse,) only confounds the re 2 Sic (subito) sunt omnia apud M~rclo
lations of his own time with those of an nem, qnre suum et plenum habent ordmem 
earlier period. We mnst consider the apnd creatorem. Lib. IV. c. 11. 
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he saw nothing there but Satan'8 kingdom. The same tendency of 
spirit which made it impossible for him to find again in nature the God 
of the gospel, allowed him to see nothing but contrariety, no unity at 
bottom, in the relation of the Old Testament to the New. The jeal
ous God of the Old Testament, in his judgment so inexorably severe, 
and the God of the gospel, -whose essential being is only love; the 
Messiah of the world with his worldly kingdom, and Christ who de
cl~ned all earthly power and glory, and would not found a kingdom of 
thiS world, seemed- to him utterly opposed to one another. 'Ve must 
here consider between what opposite tendencies, none of which could 
satisfy his mind, Marcion found himself placed. On the one side were 
those uneducated Christians who were led, by their grossly literal method 
of interpreting the Old Testament, to frame to themselves the most 
unworthy notions of God; 1 on the other side were those who contrived, 
by artificial and allegorizing expositions, to lay into the Old Testament 
the whole system of Christian truth. But it belonged to the character 
of the simple Marcion, to be an enemy of that allegorical interpreta
tion of the Bible, and to oppose to it a method which uniformly adhered 
to the literal sense. 

A man so constituted in mind and spirit as was Marcion would be 
easily impelled, wherever he had to combat an erroneous extreme, to 
go to the opposite one. Thus it fared with him in the contest with that 
Chiliastic, material tendency of mind, confounding the Jewish with the 
Christian element, which he found generally diffused in Asia Minor. 
Here he believed it impossible to recognize genuine Christianity, as it 
had been preached by the Apostle Paul in the churches of Asia 
Minor; and hence the striving might have arisen in him to purify 
Christianity from the foreign Jewish elements with which it had been 
mixed, and t{) restore it once more to its primitive form. It may have 
been from this opposition, as the occasional cause, ,that he conceived a 
prejudice against the conciliating direction which had originated in the 
labors of the Apostle John in Asia Minor. Perhaps he found a foot
hold in some ultra-Pauline element which may already have made its 
appearance in opposition to the Apostle John himself.2 Accordingly, 
~tep by step, he was driven i:<? place the Old and the New Testament 
m a continually sharper opposItIon to each other • 
. This peculiar dogmatic tendency of Marcion was probably the occa

SlOn of his being excommunicated from the church at Sinope.3 He 

1 As Origen says: 01 /lI(epatoTEpOL TCJV 
C?ro TTl(: hcKAllfItar avxovvTWV TVYXUVEtv, 
TOV p.l::V 0llP.LOVPYOV fu:i{ova. o~oiva V?rEtA~
'>afIt, TOlaVTa oe v?roAap.{3uvovfIL ?rEP~ aVTov, 
o?rola obOe ?rEP' TOU lJp.orUTov Kat aOllCWTUa 
TOV uVffptJ?rov. De prine. 1. IV. § 8. 

2 See my Age of the Apostles, vol. II. 
p.558. 

a The statement in the SPUriOllS additions 
to Tertullian's Prescriptions, in Epiphnnius 
and Esnig, that Mardon was excommuni
cated from the fellowship of the church on 
account of unchastity, is undoubtedly an 

invention of anti-heretical hatred. Had 
anything of the kind got abroad, even in 
the fonn of a rumor, in Tertullian's day, 
he certainly, according to his usual practice, 
would not have allowed it to pass without 
notice. But on the contrary,-what may 
be considered the most decided testimony 
against the truth of this statement, - he 
contrasts Marcion's disciple, Apelles, on 
the score of his unchastity, with his rigid 
master. Tertull. Prrescript. c. 30. Although 
the Annenian Bishop Esnig, of the fifth 
century, whose account of Marcion has 
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now hoped to find in the Roman church, to which he betook himself, a 
better reception, both on account of its origin, which it derived from 
Paul, and its original Pauline character, and on account of a prevail
ing anti-J udaizing tendency,! which still existed in it on many points. 
If the report of Epiphanius is well founded, he proposed the question to 
the Roman clergy, how they would explain the passage in Matthew 9 : 
17, with a view to draw from their own lips the confession, that men 
could not pour the new wine of Christianity into the old bottle of Juda
ism, without spoiling it. But at Rome, too, his Dualism on the doc
trine of divine revelation could only meet with contradiction, since the 
acknowledgment of one God, and of one divine revelation in the Old 
and New Testaments, belonged to the doctrines universally received by 
the church. Repulsed here also by the church, he was driven to the 
measure of shaping his anti·church tendency into an established self.. 
consistent system, and of founding an independent church by itself. 
Until now, his system had only a practical basis; - the conviction that 
Christianity had made its appearance among mankind as something 
entirely new, unexpected, and undreamt of; that it had imparted to 
humanity a divine life, to which nothing in human nature, up to that 
time, was in affinity; that the God who appeared in Christ had earlier 
revealed himself neither in nature, nor in reason, nor' in the Old Testa
ment; that nothing witnessed of him ;, nothing was his work save Chris
tianity alone; - this conviction was the groundwork on which Marcion 
proceeded to build. The God who had revealed himself in Christ was 
in his view one altogether diverse from the Spirit which had hitherto 
ruled in the world; and the latter was in all cases displaced from his 
throne, wherever Christianity found admittance, to make room for a 
higher Spirit. Accordingly 1\farcion was compelled to distinguish from 
that God hitherto unknown to the world, the God of the world and of 
the Old Testament, with his angels. In profoundly studying, with this 
direction of ideas, the epistles of his favorite Apostle, Paul, he might 
easily be led to believe that he found these ideas confirmed, when he re'ad 
of a God of this world, of the princes of this world (apxovTe~ Toii al(jvo~ TOVTOV,) 
who would not have surrendered. up the Lord of glory to the death of 
the cross, if they had known him; - of the lipxai~ and e;OVt1latr, whom 
Christ vanquished by his crucifu.-ion. And: it may be explained, how .these 
ideas exercised a power over his mind, by reason of the truth lying at 
their root. In the Demiurge, the ruling spirit of the ante·Christian 
world, so far as that world was not wholly given to evil, became to Mar
cion's imagination objectized and personified. This being could not un
derstand the new divine principle, which through Christ entered into 
th.e world. .The hidden glory in Christ's appearance was something 
allen fro~ hlIl~. He must bring death to the being who had come to 
destroy his kmgdom; but through this very death must be brought 

been made known by Prof. Neumann in a latter's own writings, yet in the outline ~f 
Gennan translation, in lIgen's Zeits~hrift Marcion's life he follows the less authentiC 
fur historische Theologie, Bd. IV. J. 1834., narratives of'the writers belonging to his 
1 St., is a more credible authority, so far as own age. . .. 
it relates to his account of Marcion's doc. 1 See above, in the hlStory of dlvme wor
trines, which he may have drawn from the ship. 
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about the dethronement of this spirit of the world himself. The idea 
of matter, as the spring of all desires and passions, belonged too to the 
current notions of the period. Thus it would in fact admit of being 
explained, how Marcion might have been led to form and gradually 
mature his system out of his own peculiar Christian consciousness, in 
the spiritual atmosphere of this period, without any connection whatever 
with the Gnostic sects. Yet although, for the reasons thus hinted at, 
we cannot consider the influence of those sects on his mode of thinking 
to have been so important as it has sometimes been represented, we are 
not disposed to deny, what the ancients are unanimous in stating, that 
at Rome he attached himself to a teacher from Antioch by the name of 
Oerdo, who held to the purely Dualistic Gnosis, and from him borrowed 
a good deal to fill up the chasms of his dogmatic system. 

It lay in the essential character of Marcion's mode of thinking, that 
he must have labored more earnestly and assiduously than other Gnos
~ics for the extension of his principles, - for while others believed it 
Impossible to communicate their higher knowledge to any save a small 
number of Christians, the spiritual men, l'farcion, on the other hand, 
was convinced that his doctrine was no other than the primitive Chris
tian, which should come to all men. He must have felt constrained to 
communicate to all Christians, the light of truth which had fallen to his 
OW!! share. Hence he made frequent journeys, and spent his life in an 
unmterrupted series of conflicts with pagans and with Christians. To 
~e hated, and to suffer, he accounted the destination of every Chris
tian. "Fellow-hated, and fellow-sufferers" (UVflflluovflevol K.at avvral,at.

1rCJPOl,) was his common form of salutation to his brethren in the faith.] 
He was, perhaps, residing in Rome, when the aged bishop Polycarp of 
Smyrna came on a visit to the Roman bishop Anicetus.2 ~rarcion, 
who probably in his youth had enjoyed the friendship of Polycarp, and 
~ow saw him again after IDany years, went to him and addressed him 
In these words: "Dost thou remember me, Polycarp ? " But the old 
man - otherwise so amiable -could embrace within his love all but 
the enemies of the gospel; among whom he reckoned l\farcion, unable 
as he was to discern the Christian element lying at the root of his very 
errors.s He is said to have replied to him: "Yes, I remember the 
first-born of Satan." Tertullian relates,4 that l\Iarcion testified at last 
his repentance for the schism which he had occasioned, and sought to 
be restored to the fellowship of the church; that this request was 
granted on the condition that he would bring back into the church those 
whom he had led astray; but that his premature death prevented the 
fulfilment of this condition. But the testimony of Tertullian, in mat
ters of this sort, is not of sufficient weight to establish the truth of this 
report. It might easily happen with him, that he took up the stor.y on 
the credit of some rumor not sufficiently well founded. It was in fact 
a thing too obvious not to be suggested by somebody, that the heretic 
should repent in the end of his defection from the ~hurch, and yearn 

!	TertnU. c. M. 1. IV. c. 36 j 1. IV. c. 9. 8 Iren. 1. III. c. a, § 4. 

See vol. I. p. 299. , Prrescript. Co 30. 
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after re-admission to its bosom. But if the continuance of the breach 
of which he was the author was a fact testifying against this supposition, 
it was necessary that some legend should arise, ~ reconcile the discrep
ancy. Marcion was too clearly conscious to himself of an opposition in 
principles between him and the then church, to leave it possible for any 
one to believe this story, without any better guaranty for its truth. 
Meanwhile, there must have been some good and sufficient reason, why 
such things were said of Marcion in particular, and not of the other 
Gnostics. If some conciliatory word or other of Marcion's was not the 
occasion of it, thl3 remote ground must at any rate be sought for in the 
consciousness penetrating through the blinding influence of polemical 
passions, that after all this man stood in quite a different relation to 
Christianity and to the Christian church, from that in which other 
Gnostics stood; that he was connected with both by a tie not to be 
sundered by the force of intellectual error. 

It now remains, that we should enter into a detailed examination of 
Marcion's system, in its later and complete development. This system 
coincided in its fundamental principles with other Gnostic systems of the 
last-mentioned class, with this single difference; that in his theory it is 
ever gleaming through the surface, how everything had been seized by 
him on the practical rather than on the speCUlative side, and that the 
speculative element was to him a matter 'of inferior interest. He as
sumed three fundamental principles: 1. An 111..17 existing from eternity. 
2. The infinitely perfect, almighty and holy God, - the God who is 
eternal love; the Good, 0 uyaSo~, who alone is to be denominated God in 
the proper sense; who, by virtue of his holy nature, is incapable of enter
ing into any contact whatever with matter; creating, only by communi
cation of himself, a life in affinity with himself, but forming nothing 
from without. 3. The Demiurge, a subordinate being of limited power, 
holding a middle place between good and evil, who is named God only 
in an improper sense, (as the divine title is also transferred to other 
beings in Ps. 62,1) who is in a constant conflict with matter, seeking to 
subject and to fashion it according to his own ideas, but never able 
wholly to overcome its resistance.2 :Matter, with regard to which he 
appropriated to himself the common ideas, he regarded as the stuff fur
nished for the creative might of the Demiurge; the passiv:e potence 
in relation to the latter. 3 He described it also as the power or the 
essence of the earth. But out of that in it which resisted the formative 
might and the dominion of the Demiurge, proceeds evil, a wild, ungod
like impulse. All this became concentrated in Satan. The distinction 
between true moral perfection, which consists in love or goodness, 
whose essence it is only to communicate itself, only to bless, to make 
happy, to redeem - and mere justice, which metes out everything by 
de~ert, :ewa~ds and punishes, requites good with good and evil with 
evil, wlnch gIves birth to mere outward discipline, can communicate no 
power of moral ent~usiasm, - this was the great practical and funda

1 Clem. Strom. lib. Ill. f. 431. Tertull. 2 Ephr. Syr. Orat. XIV. f. 468~ D. 

Co M. lib. I. c. 7 - 15. 8 See Esnig, 1. c. p. 72. 
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mental idea of ~Iarcion, which formed the nucleus of all the rest. But 
between love and a justice which revealed itself in punishment, he 
could find no means of reconciliation. While he gave to the love of 
God, the revelation of which in the gospel had penetrated through his 
whole soul, a strong and exclusive prominence, he allowed all other no
tions of the divine attributes to retire out of view. Seeking h> make 
that alone valid which belonged peculiarly to Christianity, but rending 
it from its connection with the Old Testament groundwork, determined 
to know nothing at all of a vindictive justice grounded in the holiness 
of God, of a holy anger of God against sin; he evaded what essentially 
pertains to this, in order to distinguish the theistic position of Christian
ity from that of the old Nature-religion. And inasmuch as he com
prised in the notion of justice severed from its connection with the other 
divine attributes, all those marks which he believed might be derived 
from the Old Testament, as belonging to the character of the Demiurge, 
that notion itself became to him an inconsistent and self-contradictory 
?ne. The inner coherence and consistency was ever in his case more 
In the heart than in the head. 

Vague and indefinite also, appears to us, in the accounts that are 
extant, the mode in which Marcion conceived the relation of the Demi
urge to the perfect God,l in respect to his origin. As we find else
where among the Gnostics lJualistie systems only, - none in which 
~hree principles, wlwlly independent in their origin, had been assumed, 
it seems most natural to conclude that ~Iarcion also wou1d be for deriv
ing the imperfect Demiurge through a series of evolutions from th~ per
f~ct God, - a course which, as a consistent thinker, he must have felt 
!lll~self constrained to adopt by his own fundamental principle. Yet it 
IS smgular, that not one of Marcion's opponents attempts to explain by 
~hat mediation it was, he connected one with the other, although this 
IS a point which they never fail to notice in speaking of the systems of 
other Gnostics. We must infer, that in his writinf:,rs he did not express 
any opinion on this subject himself. In fact, there was wanting in his 
system - which is another circumstance whereby he was distinguished 
from other Gnostics - the doctrine of emanation, necessarily pre.sup
posed in order to such a mediation and derivation.2 It is from the pre
dominating practical interest, the unspeculative and unsyst~matic spirit 
of Marcion, that we shall perhaps haye to account for these laeun<£. 

The great point of practical moment with ~:Iarcion was, next, to assert 
the absolute newness of the creation by Christianity; to sever every 
thread of connection between it and the world as it had subsisted before. 
B~t hence it was impossible for him to apprehend in its true significancy 
this new creation itself; since it can be understood only as a restoration 
a~d fulfilment of the original one. And in this lies the deficiency of his moral system. 

The Demiurge of Marcion does not work after the pattern of higher 

1 The church teacher, Rhodon, (Euseb. 1. 2 That nothinO' akin to the emanation-
v. c. 13,) says that Marcion supposed only system of other Gnostics is to be found in 
two principles, ovo apxar. Esnig, howev- 1tiarcion, seems to follow from the remarks 
ever, ascribes to him a Triarchy. of Tertullian, c. Marcion, lib. I. c. 5. 
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ideas, of which, though unconsciously, or even against his will, he is the 
organ; but he is the absolutely independent, self-subsistent creator of 
an imperfect world, answering to his own ,limited essence. To this 
world Marcion reckoned also the nature of man, in which he did not 
acknowledge, like other Gnostics, the existence of another element be
sides. The Demiurge - so he taught - created man, his highest work, 
after his own image, to represent and reveal himself. Man's body he 
formed of matter, - hence evil desires; to this body he gave a soul in 
affinity with himself and derived from his own essence. He gave him 
a law, to try his obedience, with a view either to reward or to punish 
him, according to, his desert. But the limited Demiurge had it not in 
his power to give man a godlike principle of life, capable of overcoming 
evil. Man yielded to the seductions of sinful lust, and thus became 
subject, with his whole race, to the dominion of matter, and of the evil 
spirits which sprang out of it. From the entire race or fallen humanity, 
the Demiurge selected only one people, for his special guidance; to this 
people, the Jews, he made a special revelation of himself, and gave a 
religious polity, answering to his own essence and character, - consist
mg, on the one hand, of a ceremonial confined to externals; on the 
other, of an imperative, deficient system of morals, 'without any inner 
godlike life, without power to sanctify the heart, without the spirit of 
love. Those who faithfully observed this religious law, he rewarded by 
conveying them at death to a state of happiness suited to their limited 
natures, in the society of their pious forefathers.1 But all who suffered 
themsel ves to be seduced by the enticements of the V).1] to disobey the 
Demiurge, and all who abandoned themselves to idolatry - a system to 
be traced to the influence of this v).1], he hurled down to perdition.2 

Not powerful enough to give his people the supremacy, and to extend 
his kingdom over the whole earth, the Demiurge promised them a Re
deemer, a Messiah, by whose means he would finally accomplish this 
end in the conflict with the hostile powers of the v).1]; by whose means 
he would gather in all the Jews from their dispersion, bring heathens 
and sinners to a rigid jud!:,rment, and conduct his own people to the 
peaceful enjoyment of all earthly felicity in a ki~gdom erected over the 
whole world. But the perfect God, whose essence is mercy and love, 
could not suffer this severe sentence to be executed on men whose fall 
was owing to nothing but their inherent weakness. It is consonant 
with his character, not to wait, like the Demiurge, for merit, but out of 
his own free love to receive to himself those who are alienated from 
him, and lost; not to begin with giving a law, and making man's des
tiny depend on his observance or disobedience of that; but to, reveal 
and communicate himself to those who are willing to enter into fellow
ship with him, as the fountain of divine life and blessedness. The ap
pearance of Christ was the self-manifestation 3 of the Supreme God, till 
then altogether hidden to this lower creation. 

According to the earlier known accounts of Marcion's doctrine, we 

1 Apud inferos, in sinu Abrahami. Ter- 2 See Esnig, 1. c. p. 74. 
tull. c. M. lib. III. c. 24. Clem. Strom. lib. 8 Tertull. c. M. lib. I. c. 11. 
V. f. 546. 



MARCION. 469 

might suppose, that he represented the Supreme God himself as appear
ing without any mediation in the kingdom of the Demiurge, or upon 
the earth; and thus he might have attached himself to the theory
so widely diffused in Asia :Minor - of the Patripassionists,l in which 
form he had, perhaps, from the first, become acquainted with the doc
trine of Christ. This theory was exactly suited to his predominant 
practical tendency, to the element of Christian feeling which in his case 
prevailed over every other. Penetrated by the consciousness, that 
Christianity was nothing other than the. communication of the Supreme 
God himself, that men have God himself immediately in Christ, the 
theory of subordination in the church doctrine of the Logos might be 
offensive to him. In this peculiar tendency of his doctrine concerning 
Christ, then, to simplification, he would once more agree with the other 
Gnostics, whose speculation tended to multiply the hypostases. The 
inadmissible' form of representation, that God the Father appeared him
self, immediately, in a human body, might then easily pass over to the 
other notion, that this manifestation was merely in appearance. Yet 
however much this supposition must have in its favor,2 according to the 
accounts ·thus far known to us, we notwithstanding venture no longer to 
hold on to it, since Esnig's account has been communicated; for accord
ing to this, Marcion expressly distinguished Jesus, as the Son sent down 
from the heaven of the Supreme God, from the latter as his Father. 
And to this distinction he must, in truth, have been led also by the 
authority of him who passed, in l\-larcion's estimation, for the only 
apostle. 

1\'Iarcion's Docetism was not grounded solely in the view he enter
tained of matter, but was closely connected also with the whole essence 
and spirit of his dogmatic system. According to this, Christianity must 
make its appearance of a sudden, as an unprepared-for fragment, hav
ing no connection whatever with anything else. Everything, in fact, 
was with him Budden and unexpected. His gospel began when the 
~on of God, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius,. descended 
mto the city of Capernaum, and appeared at once as a pubhc teacher.s 

Jesus, therefore, according to the scheme of l\iarcion, was not the 
Messiah, promised tltrough tlte prophets by the IJemiurge, since, indeed, 
he wanted many of those marks of the Messiah contained in the proph
ets; while, on the other hand, what was peculiar in his. character and 
conduct was in no wise to be found among the characteristic traits of 
the Messiah announced by the prophets. l\larcion attempted to carry 
out in detail the contrast between Christ as he is represented in the 
~ospel history, and the Christ of the Old Testament, - and here too 
It is evident, how deeply Christ's image had imprinted itself on his 
warm heart; but he was wrong in his very principle of requiring that 
the foretype presented to the prophetic vision under a temporal drapery 

1 ConcerninO' whom we shall speak far Jesus: Descendit de crelo spiritus salutaris, 
ther in the section relating to the formation a distinction is implied between the redeem
of church doctrine. in~ Spirit and the Supreme God. 

2 Even when Tertullian (lib. I. c. 19) Tertull. c. M.lih. IV. c. 17. 
says in the sense of Marcion, concerning 
VO~L 40 
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should correspond exactly to the reality of the manifestation. Hence 
when Jesus called himself the Messiah, it was only in q,eeommodation 
to the Jews. He wished to find some possible point of union with their 
views, to gain their confidence by some well-known form, to which he 
cl)uld afterwards give a higher meaning.l 

To bestow the greatest favors in vain on men who were wholly alien 
from him, was the great characteristic of his life. How far the Docetism 
of Marcion was from denying the reality of the works accomplished by 
Christ, is evident, when we consider what importance he attached to the 
miracles of Christ, as acts of succoring love, and of power over the 
kingdom of the Demiurge. He represents the Supreme God saying to 
his Son, when he sent him down to men: "Heal their wounds, bring 
their dead back to life, make their blind to see, accomplish among them 
the greatest cures without reward." 2 The characteristic mark which 
distinguished the miracles of Christ from those of the prophets, consisted 
according to Marcion in this, that no intermediate second causes, bor
rowed from the kingdom of the Demiurge, were needed to compass such 
effects, but he was able to do all by his word and his will alope - thus 
evincing his superiority over the kingdom of the Demiurge.3 Christ 
required no prophecies to confirm his divine mission; his self-manifesta. 
tion by godlike actions above the kingdom of the Demiurge, was an 
evidence which rendered all other superfluous.4 

But as all that he required was a humble reception of the higher ele
ment which he came to bestow on men, he would meet with a readier 
reception among pagans, abandoned to the sense of their wretchedness, 
than among the men who were satisfied with their confinement in the 
kingdom of the Demiurge. As to the Demiurge himself, who saw in 
Jesus only the Messiah promised by himself, who like the Jews held 
him to be a man the same with other men; he had looked upon. him as 
his instrument. Hence he must be the more exasperated, when he 
found himself deceived in his expectations, when he saw him perform
ing works which so far exceeded his own power, and must perceive how 
men would be led away by this Jesus to defection from his own law; 
how he threatened to destroy that very kingdom, whose interests he 
should have subserved. ~e caused him to be crucified by those whom 
he employed to execute his purposes. 

The heart of Marcion would assuredly be touched by the idea of a 
love that suffered, and conquered through suffering ~ so great impor
tance did he find attached, in the writings of his own Apostle Paul, to 
the redemptive sufferings of Christ; - and yet this did not harmonize 

1 Ut per sollenne npud eos et familiare nem statim reprresentasse. Tcrtull. c. M. 
nomeu irreperet in Judreomm fidem. L. c. lib. IV. c. 9. As Christ healed the ten lep
lib. III. c. 15. ers, sine tactu et sine verbo, tacita potestate 

2 See Esnig. 1. c. p. 74. et sola voluntate. L. c. c. 35. 
3 In the work where Marcion treated of 4 Non fuit ordo ejusmodi, (preparation by 

the opposition between the Old and New meaus of prophecy,) necessarius, qui~ sta
Testaments, his Antitheses, this remark oc tim se et filium et missum et Dei Chnstum 
cured: Helisreum materia eguisse, squam rebus ipsis esset probaturus per documents. 
adhibuisse, et cam septies; Christum vero virtutum. L. c. lib. Ill. c. 3. 
verbo solo ct hoc semel funetum curatio
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well with his Docetism. Now although he was not allowed by that the
ory to attribute any real suffering to Christ, yet he was prepared to 
show how this very delusion, designed with reference to the Demiurge, 
must conduce to the accomplishment of the saving purposes of the Su
preme God. 

While it was taught in the church, that Satan deceived himself, and 
saw his own power destroyed, in supposing Jesus to be subject to death, 
like other men, Marcion simply substituted the Demiurge in the -place 
of Satan; and we have alreauy remarked how he might be led to sup
pose that he found some confirmation of this view in the words of the 
Apostle Paul. Moreover, he received from universal tradition the doc
trine of the descensus Christi ad inferos, and to this perhaps he 
referred the words in Paul's epistle to the Laodiceans (Ephesians) 4: 9. 
But his aversion to the Jews and preference of the pagans led him to give 
to this doctrine also another turn, so as to bring it into harmony with 
his own system. 

It was the will of the Demiurge to condemn him whom he placed in 
the same class with all the others that had revolted from his empire, to 
hell; but here also he found himself deceived. Christ descended there 
for the purpose of taking to himself the poor heathens, whom the Demi
urge had condemned to everlasting punishment; he released them, be
cause he found them possessed of the faith which he had not been able 
to find among the self-righteous' Jews, from the power under which till 
then they had been subjected; and raised them a.long with himself to 
the Father of love in the third heaven.! Thus the wrath of the Demi
urge was excited afresh, "he eclipsed his sun, and veiled his world in 
darkness," - an allusion perhaps to the phenomenon which took place 
at the death of Jesus. 

Then Christ revealed himself to the Demiurge in his true form, in 
his divine esse~ce; he compelled him to acknowledge a higher God 
Over himself, brought him to a consciousness of guilt according to his 
own laws, since he had shed the blood of an innocent person, who had 
shown to his creatures nothing but benevolence. Thus he must bow be
fore a higher power. . 

It seems. although it cannot be determined with certainty, that Mar
cion taught', that the Messianic predictions of the Old Testament would 
still be actually accomplished in behalf of the believers in the Demi
urge. The Messiah promised by the Demiurge would appear, and 
bring to a rigid judgment those who had not been freed from his power 
by faith in the higher Christ; awaken the just dead of the Old Testa
ment, and unite them all together in a millenial reign of earthly felicity. 
The eternal heavenlyldngdom to which the Christians belonged, would 
then form the direct antithesis to this perishable, earthly kingdom. 
The souls of Christians ·would lay aside their gross bodies, as the bird 
rises out -of the egg, as the kernel casts off the shell or leaves behind its 
husk in the earth, and lifts itself in freedom to the day-liO'ht, as the ripe 
fruit drops from the stem.2 The God of love does n~t punish; but 

1 Vid. Jren. lib. I. c. 27, 42; efr. lib. J. 2 Tert. c. M. L m. c. 3, 4 et 24; 1. IV. 
c.24. Esnig, 1 c. p. 74. c.29. Ephr. Syr. Orat. Cll. 6, f. 551 et 552. 
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those who were unwilling to receive the proffered fellowship with him, 
fall under the power of the Demiurge and his avenging justice.1 But 
whoever, on the other hand, enters into fellowship with the Father 
through faith in the Son of God, becomes partaker even here on the 
earth of a divine life above the power of the Demiurge and of the liyle ; 
and for him there is no longer any judgment. Delivered from the 
might of the Demiurge, he stands under the special guidance of the 
God of love. Plotinus, in his work against the Gnostics, among others, 
censures those who maintained a 1rpovota of the Supreme God which ex
tended to themselves and not to the whole world. We are not of the 
opinion,2 that he had the Marcionites particularly in view here; but we 
must at least pre-suppose such a doctrine in ~Iarcion. From Marcion's 
connection of ideas resulted the antithesis between those who were left 
subject to the Demiurge's government, and those who, released from his 
power, become objects of the providential care of the Supreme God, 
those whom God trains for his kingdom, those in whose behalf all things 
shall work together for good, serving to conduct them onward to the 
mark for which eternal love has destined them. Providence general 
and special Marcion must have attributed to the Demiurge; that provi
dence alone which has been designated by the term providentia special
issima, could be accounted by him as the work of the Supreme God in 
reference to his chosen ones. 

A dogmatical system like ~Iarcion's, in which the antithesis between 
law and gospel was expressed in such away, could not fail to be fol
lowed by a system of morals full of meaning; for the distinction which 
he made between the two amounted in fact to this; that the former, by 
its precepts, could not confer on man any true, inward sanctification, 
any power to obtain the victory over sin; while the latter, by faith, 
brought man into union with a fountain of divine life, a union which 
must necessarily manifest itself by the conquest over sin and by holi
ness of living. Even ~iarcion's warmest opponents, who sought 
eagerly to sum up every bad quality which could be imputed to him, 
and who refused to acknowledge the essential difference between his 
system and all other forms of Gnosticism, still could not deny, that 
the 1\farcionites differed entirely in their moral conduct from those 
Gnostic Antinomians; - that tItey came fully up, for example, to the 
standard of the most rigid Christians, in their abhorrence of the pagan 
games and pastimes.3 'Vhile many Gnostics, who held to the doctrine 
of an allowable accommodation to prevailing errors, or to the principle 
that no importance was to be attached to externals, found no difficulty 
in evading the obligation to become martyrs; the Marcionites, on the 
other hand, felt certainly constrained to bear witness of Christianity, 
which was a cause enlisting the affections of their heart.4 We have, 
in the previous remarks, alluded already to the necessary defect in :Mar
cion's system of morals, grounded in his peculiar doctrine concerning 
the creation and the origin of man. The ascetic bent of life, which he 

1 Abjecti, ab igne creatoris deprehenden 8 Tertull. c. M. 1. L c. 28. 
tor. Tertull. c. M. 1. I. c. 28. ~ See, e. g. Euseh. 1. IV. c. 15; L vn. 

2 See above, p. 390, etc. c.12. De Martyr.Pal~tin. c. 10. 
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had adopted already as a member of the catholic church,and in which, 
as we observed above, his system found a natural point of union, was 
now again still further promoted by the matured and perfected doc
trines of his system. He reckoned that mode of life, which, in the 
catholic church, was led only by a particular class of ascetics, as belong
ing to the essential being of genuine Christianity; - Christians should 
lead, even here on the earth, a heavenly life, above all contaminating 
influence of matter. He who was not as yet capable of leading such 
a life, must remain in the class of catechumens, could not yet be admit
ted to baptism.1 

Marcion assuredly regarded Paul as the only genuine apostle who 
remained true to his calling. He taught, that after Christ revealed 
himself in his divine character to the Demiurge, and compelled him to 
acknowledge a higher power, he manifested himself to Paul, (referring 
doubtless to that revelation of Christ to the apostle of which the latter 
himself testifies,) and commissioned him to preach the gospe1.2 The 
other scriptures of the New Testament, save Paul's epistles, he 
rejected; not because he supposed them interpolated at a later period, 
but because he did not recognize the authors of them as genuine teach· 
ers of Christianity. Besides the epistles of Paul, he made use of a 
p~etended original gospel, which he held to be the record of the gospel 
hIstory cited and used by Paul himself.3 All the other gospels he 
traced to those corrupters of the evangelical truth, against whom Paul 
himself had warned men.4 But we must ever keep it in mind, that 
Marcion regarded the older apostles themselves as such corrupters. As 
he presupposed everywhere in the church a corruption of the primitive 
truth, and the image of those Judaizing corrupters haunted him like a 
ghost, he thought it necessary, that eve~ those religious records, whose 
authority he acknowledged in common with the church, should first be 
restored to their primitive condition, by a critical process of his own, 
designed to purge them of every element of Judaism. His pretended 
original gospel, used by the Apostle Paul, seems to have been a muti
lated copy of the gospel according to Luke.5 His critical expurgation 
Was not consistently carried through, many things being allowed to re
main, which could be brought into harmony with ~Iarcion's system 
only by resorting to a tortuous exegesis, made possible by ignorance of 
the right principles of interpretation. 

MARCION'S SECTS. - :Marcion differed from other Gnostics in this 
respect also, that while the latter, as Clement of Alexandria said of 

1 Tertull. c. M. lib. I. c. 34: Quomodo Origines in Joann. T. V. § 4. V. Dialog. 
nup.tias dirimis 1 nee conjungens macem et de recta in Deum fide in Orig. opp. ed. de 
femmnm, nee alibi conjunctos ad sacramen In Rue. T. I. f. 807. 
t~~ . baptismntis et euchnristiro admittens, 5 Detailed investigations into Marcion's 
nlSllnter se conjuraverint adversus fructum canon of the New Testament would be out 
nUftiarum. of place here. See more on this subject in 

See Esnig, 1. c. p. 75. the learned and ingenious inquiries ?f my 
3 Perhaps there had been preserved in friends Hahn and Olshausen, and m my 

the apostolic churches of Asia Minor the Genetic development of the Gnostic sy~
r~memhrance of such an evangelical collec terns. On Marcion.'s gospel, con~~lt TIll
tion, which St. Paul had brought with him. ]o's edition of the Apocryphal wntmgs of 

'See Tertull. c ..1.1. lib. IV. c. 2 et 3. the New Testament, T. I. 
40· 
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them, endeavored to found schools only,1 he, on the other hand, was 
for establishing a church, a community. To restore the primitive 
church, designed by Christ, founded by the Apostle Paul, was the aim 
of his life. And being everywhere excluded from the catholic church, 
he was compelled, in preaching the pure doctrine of Christ as he un
'derstood it, to found communities of his own.2 The universally intel
ligible and practical charact~r of Marcion's doctrines, the enthusiasm 
with which fheseprinciples were announced, might give this sect a 
wider spread than any other could reach. Very soon, however, differ
ences of opinion must begin to manifest themselves within it. 

While among the other Gnostics, the arbitrary character and great 
variety of the speculations they indulged in, furnished occasion for the 
later disciples to depart in many respects from the doctrines of the 
earlier masters; so, on the other hand, the predominant practical ten
dency and the poverty of speculation in the system of Marcion com
pared with the other Gnostic systems, laid the foundation of changes, 
which his followers, not so exclusively governed as he was himself by 
the practical interest, undertook to introduce. Many of them endeav
ored to supply the defects which they thought they detected in the sys-, 
tern, by appropriating to themselves elements from other Gnostic systems, 
not suited to Marcion's theory. :Many, like the Marcionite Marcus,s 
espoused the doctrine of the Syrian Gnosis respecting the formation of 
man; 4 which was., that the Supreme God communicated to man a por
tion of his own divine life, (the 7r1Jevp.a,) which man lost however by 
sin, - a doctrine at variance with the whole character of the Marci
onite system. 'Yhile ~Iarcion probably gave himself no farther thought 
concerning the final destiny of the Demiurge and of the " psychical 
natures," the 1vIarcionite Lucas, on the other hand, thought himself 
compelled to believe that everything" psychical" was perishable; that 
the 7rvevp.arudJV only, which participated of the divine life, was im
mortal.5 

In the case of Apelles, who had for a while turned aside from the 
predominant practical tendency of :Marcion, and indulged in various 
speculations foreign to the primitive Marcionite system, the original 
practical tendency finally gained once more the ascendency in a very 
remarkable manner. Tertullian gives an unfavorable account of the 
moral character of this man; 6 but Rhodon, a catholic church teacher 
in the beginning of the third century, whose testimony, being that of 
an opponent, is beyond suspicion, sufficiently exonerates him of this 
charge; for he describes him as a person 7 whose moral character com
manded the respect of all. Probably, it' was the altocrether blameless 
intimacy subsisting between Apelles and Philumfme,oa certain female 
theosophist, which furnished occasion for this charge-men being ever 

Aiarpl{3a£' f See above, in the case of the OphiteS 
2 Concerning the ecc1esire, which were and of Satuminus. 

founded by Marcion or his disciples, (\ms. 6 Sec Tertull. de resurrect. earn. c. 2
Tertull. c. M. lib. IV. c. 5. Orig. c Cels. 1. III. c. 27. 

8 In the Dialogue de recta. fide. Vid.opp. 6 Prrescript. hreret. c. 30. 
Origen, T. I. 'I Euseb. lib. V. c. 13. 

I 
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inclined to put a false construction on the actions of one stigmatized as 
a heretic. The only reproach that can be brought against Philumene 
is, that she forgot her mission as a woman, and hence was betrayed into 
fanaticism; - against Apelles, that he confinned her in this line of con
duct, and looked upon the fanatic discourses that proceeded from her 
distempered mind, as revelations, which he gave himself the trouble of 
expounding.1 We may make some use, however, of the report fur
nished by Tertullian, that the protracted residence of Apelles in Alex
andria effected a change in his 1Jfardonite views; since all we can 
gather from the scattered accounts in Tertullian, Origen, Epiphanius, 
and in the work of Ambrosius " De Paradiso," intimates a modifica
tion of his system through the influence of the Alexandrian Gnosis. 
Hence it was, that he brought the visible and the invisible orders of the 
world, the Demiurge and the Supreme God, the Old and the New Tes
taments, into closer connection with each other, than was admissible 
according to the spirit and system of Marcion. Starting with the prin
ciple, that the Old Testament came from different authors, partly from 
the inspirations of the Soter, partly from those of the Demiurge, and 
in part from those of the evil spirit, who corrupted the revelations of 
the divine things,2 he was for everywhere holding fast the good. " I 
Use all the scriptures of the Old Testament," said he, " gathering from 
them what is profitable." 3 He appealed to a saying, often cited by 
the ancients, which was attributed to our Saviour, perhaps in the 
e~arrtALov KaiJ' 'E{3patov,: "Be skilful money-changers, ever ready to dis· 
tmguish the genuine from the counterfeit, the true from the false; " 
(yiveufJe dOKLfLo~ Tpa7re,ZTaL. ) While ~Iarcion, who was inclined to ob;'ectize 
everything, received all in the Old Testament as true to the letter, but 
ascribed it not to the Supreme God, but to the Demiurge; Apelles, on 
the other hand, found in the Old Testament fables wholly destitute of 
truth.4 'Ve see exemplified in this man the force of a tendency which 
~ed the minds of a particular age - the great di~clllty whi~h indi· 
v!duals, who would gladly withdraw themselves from It, must stIll expe
rIence in asserting their freedom. Thus Apelles felt the might of the 
dualistic principle, the incompatibility of which with Christianity he 
acknowledged, and to which, notwithstanding, he saw himself ever forced 
back again by the power that governed his thoughts. Accordingly he 
Concluded his inquiries, at an advanced age, with the confession, that 
h.e could not do otherwise, but felt himself absolutely compelled to be. 
lteve in One eternal God, the author of all existence; but scientifically 
to demonstrate how all existence could be traced back to one original 
principle, transcended his ability. The church teacher Rhodon, a 
s~ranger to such conflicts of the spirit, could not understand the confes
SIOn, and bantered him for professing to be a teacher, while at the 
BaIDe time he avowed that he only believed, but was unable to prove, 

1 Ris work of cpavepC:)(1Et~, which has not 8 Xpi:J atro 'frUUTJ' ypac/J1J" avaAty<.lv Tel 
reached our times. XP"aLfLa. Epiphlln. hreres. 44, ~ 2
• 2 He endeavored, in a work which he en • l\IVt9-o~ TeL 'lovdat(Jv ypaflfLaTa. Orig.

titled" Conclusions," t1VAMYU1fLoi, to point c. Cels.lib. V. c. 54. 
out the contradictions in the Old Testa· 
Inent. 

http:avaAty<.lv
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what he taught. Apelles seemed now to have lost all interest in dis· 
putes on these matters. "Let every man," said he, "stand fast by 
his faith; for all that put their trust in Christ crucified, shall attain sal· 
vation, if they only prove their faith by their works." 

APPENDIX. 

Ooncerning the Worship or OUltU8 of the Gwsis. 

The different tendencies of Gnosticism, which we have thus far con· 
templated, had great influence also on the views which they entertained 
of divine worship. The reaction that sprang out of Gnosticism against 
the confounding together of the Jewish and Christian positions, and 
against the conversion of religion into an outward thing,could not fail 
to manifest itself strongly on thiR particular side. Indeed we have 
observed this already, in the declarations of Ptolemreus respecting fes· 
tivals and fasts. But that tendency, growing out of the Dualism of 
the Gnostics, to abstraction from the world and estrangement from all 
human affections, which stood opposed to the Christian principle insist
ing on the transfiguration of the natural and the human, must, when 
consistently carried out and pushed to the extreme, have led in the 
case of worship also to the rending asunder of what Christ, for man's 
benefit, had put together. And the exaggerated value placed on 
knowledge in religion, - the twilight knowledge which set up itself as 
the supreme good,-might end in a proud contempt for all those means 
of grace which had been furnished in aid to the Christian 11f~: a 
similar tendency having in fact, at a still earlier period, grown out of 
the Jewish Gnosis at Alexandria. Accordingly we find those among 
the Christian Gnostics who said that salvation consisted in knowledge; 
in knowledge, man had all that he wanted. As the world of sense had 
sprung out of an alienation from the divine being, it was letting down 
the dignity of the transcendent things of God, to attempt representing 
them by sensuous, defective, perishable things.1 But the same the~ 
sophic tendency might bring with it too a symbolic cultus, full of mys· 
terious pomp and ceremony; - as we see illustrated in the case of that 
sect of the Marcosians,2 from whom Irenreus derives the Idealists, men· 
tioned farther back, who discarded all external rites of religion. By 
virtue of the distinction between a psychical and a pneumatic Christi
anity, they were led to distinguish also two kinds of baptism - a bap
tism in the name of J eSllS, the Messiah of the psychical natures, whe~~ 
by believers obtained forgiveness of sin and the hope of eternal life III 

1 Their words are to be found in Irem~us, are sometimes confounded, thcse last m~st 
lib. I. c. 21, § 4: M~ delv TO TiJr up/JTJTOV also be placed in the same class, whIch 
lca~ UOPUTOV vVVUJ1.ec.Jr /lvuTi}ptov vI opaTwv would agree with their gencral tende~cy, 
KaL <p{fapTwv t7rtTeAela{}at KTUT/lUTc.JV, KaL But the reasons allegcd by those Calan!ans 
.,Wv uyevv~Tc.Jv /Cal U(Jc.J/lUTc.JV vI alu{fT/TwV against the necessity of outward baptIsm, 
KaL (J(JpaTtlcwv. Elvat ve TeAelaV U7rOAV have no resemblance whatever to the wild, 
"Pc.J(JtV avrnv TnV t7riyVc.JULV TOV upp~rov fanatical spirit of the Cainites; and t~e 
peyHlovr. Theodoret. hroret. fab. I. c. 10. sect generally exhibits none of the GnostIc 
If the CaTanians, attacked by Tertullian in peculiarities. 
his work, "de Baptismo," were identical 2 Adherents of Mark. 
with the Gnostic Cainites, with ,\,!hom they 

http:U(Jc.J/lUTc.JV
http:uyevv~Tc.Jv
http:KTUT/lUTc.JV
http:vVVUJ1.ec.Jr
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the kingdom of the Demiurge; and pneumatic baptism, in the name of 
the Christ from heaven united with Jesus, whereby the spiritual nature 
attained to self-consciousness and to perfection, and entered into fellow
ship with the Pleroma. The ceremony of baptism and the baptismal 
formula probably differed with them, according as the candidate 
received the first or the second baptism, was received into the class of 
psychical or into that of pneumatical Christians. The latter was prob
ably accompanied with more pomp and parade than the former. Ac
cording to the Gnostic idea, (see above,) - that the baptized and 
r~deemed pneumatic nature entered into a spiritual marriage (syzygy) 
wlth its other half in the spiritual world, with the angel which with it 
constituted one whole, - they celebrated baptism as a wedding, and 
decorated the room where the ceremony took place, like a bridal cham
ber. One baptismal formula for the Pneumatics ran thus: "In the 
name which is hidden from all the divinities and powers, (of the De
miurge,) the name of truth,! which Jesus of Nazareth has put on in 
the light-zones of Christ, the living Christ, through the Holy Ghost, for 
the redemption of the Angels,2 - the name by which all things attain 
to perfection." The candidate then said; "I am established and re
deemed,s - I am redeemed in my soul from this world, and from all 
that comes from it, by the name of Jehovah, who has redeemed the 
soul of Jesus 4 by the living Christ." The whole assembly then said, 
"Peace (or salvation) to all on whom this name rests." N ext they 
bestowed on the person baptized the sign of consecration to the priestly 
office, by anointing with oil, customary also in the church, (see above ;) 
but the oil in this case was a costly balsam; for the precious, far
sp.reading fragrance was intended to be a symbol of that transcendent 
bliss of the Pleroma which had been appointed for the redeemed. It is 
among these Marcosians we first meet with the ceremony of extreme 
unction. The dead were anointed with this balsam, mingled with water, 
and a form of prayer was pronounced o,:er them, to the end tha~ the 
souls of ~he departed might be able to rIse,. free from th~ Demmrge 
a.n~ all hIS powers, to their mother, the Sophm;5 The Ophltcs also had 
slIIular forms of adjuration for the departed. 10 the same sect belonged 
too the well-known mystical table, (the t5laypupp.a,) which contained a 
symbolic representation of their system. . 

The protestant reforming tendency of 1tlarcion shows itself also in 
reference to the' forms of worship. His simple, practical bent kept 

't: 1 The uAnl9Ela, self-manifestation of the I) Iren. lib. I. c. 21. The practice of ex
.oythos. orcism at baptism was in accordance also 

2 Eh; AVrpt.Jl1tv an'eAtKnV. To the same with the theory of the Gnostics respecting 
redemption, of which this spiritual nature, the indwelling of the various 7rvei'p.ara 
as well ns the angel belonging to it, must i/Audl. until redemption. EX01·cism (vowp 
tanake, in order that both might be eara- e;OpKL(Ofu:vov) occurs for the first time, 
I~ of entering into the Pleroma, which still earlier than in the North African 

neither could do separately, but only in mu church. (see above,) in the Didascal. Ana
tual union. tol. f. 800, col. II. D. It may have ~een 

s 'EUTipLYfLaL Ka~ 'Ae'AvrpwpaL. See above, cited here, however, not as a peculiarly 
ontIIorns. Gnostic custom, but as belonging to the 

_I suppose that in the above fonnula Alexandrian church generally. 
TOV 'I71uoii should be read instead of 'fivrov. 
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him remote from that mysticism which delights in outward pomp and 
show; but at the same time also from a proud, contemplative idealism. 
His efforts, in this matter too, were aimed to restore the worship of 
God to the primitive Christian form, and he attacked many of the new 
regulations, as corruptions of that original simplicity. 1 Thus he resisted 
the practice, which was now for the first time becoming common, of 
dividing the service into the two portions of the missa catechumenorum 
and the missa fidelium; since he required that the catechumens should 
share in all the privileges of their teachers,2 and not be dismissed at 
the beginning of the prayer introductory to the celebration of the 
supper. He supposed the holy rite could not be profaned by their 
presence. 

It would indeed stand in contradiction with what has just been said, 
if it is true, that Marcion was the author of the superstitious custom, 
- founded on a mistaken interpretation of 1 Corinth. 15 : 29, - of a 
representative baptism of the living for catechumens who had died; 
but it is without any reason whatever, that the introduction of such 
vicarious baptism is imputed to Marcion, to whose simple, evangelical 
spirit such a superstition was altogether unsuited. If the practice had 
become dominant among the Marcionites who in the fifth century had 
spread themselves among the country population of Syria, yet we 
should by no means be warranted to infer from the customs of such 
ignorant and uncultivated men, who were hardly capable of com
prehending the spirit of Marcion, that the practice was authorized by 
himself.3 

II. Mani and tlte Manichceans. 

Christianity had come forth victorious out of the conflict with that re
action of the fundamental principle of the old world, which we have 
contemplated in the Gnostic sects. Christian Theism had vanquished 
Oriental Dualism. Gnosticism had accomplished its destined work. It 
had aroused men's minds to a self-active appropriation and digestion of 
Christian truth, brought to clearer consciousness the peculiar essence 
of Christianity, and the subject-matter of its principal doctrines. After 
Gnosticism had entered thus deeply into the progressive movement o.f 
Christian doctrine and theology, it retired into the back-ground; It 
endured only in its subsequent influences; but it was not till a later 
period that these received their greater significancy as reactions against 
the catholic, or Jewish-Christian element still further developed. 

'Vhen, however, the period of Gnosticism had already passed, a neW 

1 In all probability Tertullian had in 
view particularly the Marcionites, when he 
says of the heretics, (Prrescript. c. 41:) 
Simplicitatcm volunt esse prostrationem dis
ciplinre, cujus penes nos curam lenocinium 
vocant. 

2 To this point, Marcion, by his forced 
interpretation, applied the ·passage in Gal. 
6: 6. See vol. I. p. 328. 

3 Tertullian (de res. carnis c. 48, and adv. 
Marcion, 1. V. c. 10) by no means so ex

baptism was anywhere practised in hi~ ?~ 
time, but he only supposes. the po~slblhtf 
that such a custom existed 10 the time ? 
the apostle, and that the latter spoke In 
reference to it; and in the latter pl~ce, he 
considers in fact another explanatIOn 0 
1 Cor. 15: 29, as the more probable one. 
As to Chrysostom's remarks on this pas
sage, they can apply only to m~ny of t~e 
iO'norant Marcionites of his own tzme, but In 
nOo wise to Marcion himself, and the older 

presses himself, as if such a substitutive MarciOnites. 
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attempt was made by the Persian Mani or Manes, towards the close of 
the third century, to blend together Christianity and the religions of 
ancient Asia. Such attempts were called forth by the inner relation 
of Christianity to those ancient religions; for the facts of which the 
gospel witnesses - redemption, the union of God with humanity
answer to a fundamental want of the religious nature, which powerfully 
revealed itself in those old religions, and anticipated, in fantastic 
caprice, that which was destined to be given, in the fulness of the 
times, in the form of historical reality.l Superficial contemplation, or 
contemplation too much chained down to the position of the ancient 
world, might therefore, in comparing Christianity with those old reli
~ons, imagine that it had found again the same divine element, only 
III a more multiform shape. But all becomes a different matter, 
through the different notion,. lying at bottom, of the Divine Being~ of 
his relation to the world, of the creation; - since in those nature-reli
gions, instead of the idea of the personal, living God, such as he de
clares . himself to be in revelation, the Pantheistic view predominates. 
~ence the seeming resemblance must transform itself into an essential 
difference; and if those old religions, in consideration of such a sup
posed relationship, were to be transported into Christianity, it could be 
no otherwise effected, than by severing Christianity itself from its nat
ural connection with the preparatory revelation of religion in Judaism, 
and by fusing it with a Pantheistic nature-religion, transforming it into 
an entirely different thing. . 

Manicheisffi differs from Gnosticism mainly in this respect, that in the 
former, the element of old Oriental theosophy introduces itself to a far 
gre~ter extent into Christianity, appropriating it as a symbol for ideas 
foreIgn to itself, so that the Christian terms often appear here only as 
me;e accidents. Moreover, in this system, which grew up in countries 
whIther no influence of Platonic philosophy and of Jewish theology had 
penetrated, the Oriental theosophy could not become mixed up with 
Ideas which were derived from such soUrces. ~Iore especially we find 
gleaming through the Manichean system, the Zoroastrian doctrines on 
~he conflict of Ormuzd and Ahriman, which we have already observed 
m the Gnostic systems. It is not to be mistaken, that ~Iani made the 
centre of the Parsic view of religion his point of departure; that he 
was for reconcilinO' with one another, for fusing together in one, the 
Zoroastrian and the Christian religions. But the remarks which have 
been already made respecting the opposition in the whole spiritual ten
dency between Gnosticism and the original Parsism,2 is to be applied 
to Manicheism also, and indeed is here still more strongly marked. 
That leaning to a morose estrangement from the world, which is alto
gether alien from the original Parsism, constitutes a characteristic dif
ference between the latter and Manicheism. In ~ianicheism, we find 
the a~ to be perfection, the utmost possible estrangement from all that' 
pertams to the world; in Parsism, plastic influence on the world; 

. 1 It is in such resemblances of the Chris- tullian thouO'ht he discovered the ingeuia 
tIan element in the old religion, that Ter- diaboli qurod"am de divinis affectantis. 

2 See above, p. 376. 
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and this practical opposition stands connected with the radical differ
ence in the whole mode of looking at things. According to the origi
nal Parsism, it is a pure creation, which proceeds from Ormuzd, into 
which Ahriman introduces a disturbing, destroying influence. Hence 
the genuine champion in the service of Ormuzd has to combat this influ
ence. According to the Manichean theory, an evil principle is at work 
in the whole creation, which holds in bondage the elements springing 
out of the kingdom of light. Deliverance" from this bondage, so that 
the liberated spirit may become once more united with its original foun
tain, is therefore the highest end to be attained. Now it is true, that 
to account for this radical difference, it might be deemed sufficient to 
suppose th:.tt by a mixture of Pal'sism with Christianity, and especially 
with Christianity apprehended after a one-sided, ascetic manner, the 
character of Parsism itself must have undergone great alterations. It 
may be conceived, that the commixture of two systems might have 
given birth to a third, wearing in its general aspect, and in its details, 
a type different from either. Yet there is a great deal in Manicheism, 
- as, for example, the doctrine of metempsychosis, of a fettered soul 
throughout the whole of nature; that reverence shown by the perfect 
Manichean for all life in nature, which sprang out of his belief that 
he saw the same spirit of heavenly origin, more or less imprisoned and 
confined, in all natural objects; the cautious fear, thence resulting, of 
injuring even the leaf of a tree, - which witnesses of a striking affinity 
of Manicheism with that religion, the most widely extended of all in 
Asia, which, through its institutions akin to the monasticism of the mid
dle ages, and through the feelings of gentleness and of self-sacrificing 
benevolence which it excited, became to many tribes of people a meanS 
of transition from the wildest barbarism to semi-civilization,-we mean 
the Buddhaist religion.1 Add to this, that we are not merely led to 
such a result by comparing the inner character of the two systems, but 
that moreover there are quite distinct outward and historical indica
tions, going to show that ~lani attached himself to Buddhaism, and 
visited countries where the Buddhaist missionaries and pilgrims had 
already spread themselves. 

Among the predecessors of Mani, if we may so consider one froI? 
whose writings lVlani is supposed to have largely drawn, Western tradi
tion, which grew out of many misapprehended facts, names Buddas; 
and of him it is related, that he pretended to be born miraculously of a 
virgin. Something similar occurs also in the tales relative to the birth 
of Buddha who appeared in humanity. Later Manichcans taught eX
pressly, that Mani; Buddas, Zoroaster, Christ, and the Sun are the 
same; 2 - and this view agrees entirely with the Buddhaist doctrine, 

1 In the first edition of my Church His folded this relationship, and thus opened a 
tory, I had alluded only in a cursory way new path for the genetic exposition of Man
'to the relationship of Manicheism and icheism. 
Buddhaism"j it is the great merit of Dr. 2 Tov Zapcu5av /Cal Bov/Jiiv /Cal TOV Xptt1
Baur, constituting an epoch in this depart rov /Cal TOV Mavtxalov /CaL TOV TjAWV lv~ 
ment of history, that in his work on the /CaL TOV aVTov elvat. See Jacob. TolIn 
Manichean system of religion, (Ziibingen, insignia itinerarii ltalici. Trajcct. 1696. 
1831,) he has more fully exhibited and un- Pag.IS4. 



MANICHEANS. 481 

that Buddha presented himself on earth at different times, under dif
ferent forms of human existence, true or apparent. shapes, and in all 
these different forms of manifestation, announced the same religion. 

Mani is said, moreover, to have retired to a cave in the province of 
Turkistan, from whence he came forth with the pretension of having 
received special revelations. Now sacred grottos occupied an import
ant place among the holy things of the Buddha religion; and in mod
ern times such monuments of Buddhaism have been discovered in the 
districts bordering on Persia and Bactria.1 

It is in the highest degree probable, that in the public appearances 
of Mani, two epochs are to be distinguished, - and this view of the 
matter is also confirmed by indications in the historical notices, - the 
first, when his aim was simply to reconcile and blend together Parsism 
and Christianity; the second, after he had become acquainted in his 
travels with Buddhaism, from which a new light arose within him, and 
he supposed that he first attained, from this new position, to a better 
understanding of the truth in all the three religions. Dualism, with 
him, must now gradually pass over more completely into pantheistic 
Monoism. For we cannot help considering Buddhaism, although the 
fact has been denied by many in modern times, as one phase of the 
appearance of Pantheism; since indeed we must consider as such every 
?octrine which does not recognize God as a self-conscious, free causal
lty of existence, acting with a view to certain purposes or ends. The 
Dualism of the Buddha system is of altogether another kind from that 
of the Parsic. It is not a positive kingdom of evil that stands opposed 
to the kingdom of good, and with a corrupting influence mixes into its 
cr.e~tion; but by Dualism here nothing else is expressed, than that the 
~[hvme Being is under the necessity of passing out of itself, and over 
m~o manifestation; - and, the problem then is, how to return back from 
thIS manifestation into pure being. The same may be said of this form 
of Dualism, in its connection with the pantheistic element, as was said 
Of. the apparent N eo-Platonic Dualism, described in a former part of 
thIS work. There are two factors, the Spirit-God, and nature, or ma~ 
~er. When the Spirit passes out from itself into nature, then springs 
mto existence the phenomenal world, the world of appearance, of San
sara- the Maia. The Spirit becomes ever more coagulated in nature, 
more completely estranged from itself, even to entire unconsciousness. 
In t;nan, it returns back through various stages of development and 
punfication once more to itself; till, wholly released from the bonds of 
~atural force, aI:ter being stripped of all limited, individual existence, 
It be.comes conscious of its oneness with the primal Spirit, from which 
al~ hfe has flowed, and passes over into the same. This is becoming 
NlrWa?a. The antithesis is obvious - the Spirit, in its estrangement 
fro~ ltself, the world of manifestation or of appearance, (Sans~ra, 
Mala;) and the pure being of the Spirit, (the Nirwana.) It IS a 

~ See the work of C. Ritter. Die Stu- Kolosse von Bamivan. Berlin, 1838. S. 
~n 8! oder die architektonischen Denkmale 30, u. d. £ 
er mdo-baktrischen Konigsstrasse und die 

VOL. I. 41 
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characteristic mark of the Buddhaist mode of contemplation, -and an 
evidence of the Monoism lying at the root of this Dualism, when we 
find it described as the highest stage of perfection, that the Sansara 
and the Nirwana become one for consciousness; the Spirit is no longer 
affected at all by the appearance, can energize freely in connection with 
it, and amidst the world of appearance, recognizing this as appearance 
and in its necessity, holds fast only the pure being-the entire oneness 
of the world on this side, and the world beyond time.1 Thus Buddha 
lets himself down to the world of Sansara for the redemption of the 
souls therein confined, and both are one to him. 

Mani adopted the Zoroastrian Dualism, in all cases where he repre
sented his ideas in images of sense; but he introduced into these sym
bols Buddhaist notions. Now we meet with diverse forms of represen
tation of the Manichean system - those in which the Parsic drapery 
appears the more prominent, - where an active kingdom of evil is ex
hibited in its attacks on the kingdom of light; and those which seem to 
have more of a Grecian coloring, and in which the great point of dis
cussion is the opposition between God and matter.2 We might indeed 
suppose, that the latter mode of representation sprung from a transfer 
of Mani's doctrines into the Hellenic form of culture; but if we bear in 
mind the Buddhaistic principles into which Mani fused the Zoroastrian 
ideas, we shall rather perceive here the original form of apprehension, 
answering to the Buddha system; and Mani himself may perhaps have 
expressed himself differently, according as he preferred to employ con
ceptions and forms of the understanding, after the manner of Buddhaism, 
or chose the Parsic mode ofrepresentation by means of symbols. 

If we consider the two systems of religion which l\:1ani placed in 
combination with Christianity, in their relation to the latter, the whole 
matter will shape itself as follows. The religion of Zoroaster presents, 
in the doctrine concerning the conflict between the kingdoms of good 
and of evil, concerning the mission of the servants of Ormuzd to exert 
a plastic influence on the world, and thus to counteract the destructive 
influence of Ahriman - in the doctrine concerning the final victory 
awaiting the kingdom of light, and the regeneration of the world, which 
is to purify it from all disorders, and concerning the resurrection, a 
point of coalescence and union with Christianity. Moreover, the cen· 

1 This difference of Sansara and Nir
wana is a main position of Buddhllistic 
wisdom; see Schmidt's Essavs on the fun
damental doctrines of Buddhaism, in the 
Memoirs of the Petersburg Academy of 
Sciences, vol. I. 1832. p. 223 and 235,
also, the History of the Eastern Moguls, 
written from the Buddhaistic point of view, 
with a German translation by Schmidt, 
published at Petersburg-in 1829 where on 
page 271 it is said of a wise ma~. that "he 
followed the doctrine of the nothinO'ness of 
all things, and attained to the kn~wledge 
that there is nothing terrible either in San
sara or Nirwana." We may here compare 
the language of Jacob Boohman, which, it 

m·ust be allowed, admits of being under· 
stood also in another sense than that of the 
pantheistic Buddhaism: - "He to who~ 
eternity is as time, and time as eternity, 1S 

delivered from all strife." I have taken for 
the basis of my exhibition of Buddha,ist 
doctrines, particularly the essays of S('hmldt 
just referred to, and those which are found 
in the same collection of Memoirs for the 
year 1834, vol. II. . 

2 So says Alexander of Lycopolis, in hIS 
work against the Manicheans, in Combefis. 
Grrecorum patrum auctarium novissimum. 
Paris, 1672, P. II. f.4, where he says of 
Mani: ap.ta~ htfJero -&eov Ka2 vA,1Jv. 
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tral idea of Christianity, the idea of redemption generally, might per
haps lend itself to the here pre-supposed need of purification; but the 
more determinate apprehension of the notion of redemption, the doc
trine of a personal, historical Redeemer, was something foreign to this 
system. On the other hand, Buddhaism testifies most distinctly to the 
consciousness of the need of a redemption, and that too of a redemption 
brought about through atrue entrance of the divine essence into the 
forms of human nature - the incarnation of the Buddha. But this re
semblance between Christian and Buddhaistic ideas is still only an ap
parent one; since the Christian notion of the redemption and of the 
Redeemer is conditioned by the Christian notion of that from which 
man is to be redeemed, the notion of sin, and of Him who is the su
preme causality of the redemption, of God. But the Christian notion 
of sin, which is grounded on the freedom of the creature, is foreign to 
Buddhaism. The world of appearance, the Sansara, is, in so far as it 
holds the spirit in oppression and confinement, the cause of all evil. 
!fence the tempter, in the sense of Buddhaism, who answers to Satan 
m the Christian representati~m, is not an intelligence fallen from his al
legiance to God, nor even, as in the Parsic system, an originally evil 
principle; but he is the king of the Shimnus, (Demons,) standing at 
the head of the third world, which is the world of sensual pleasures and 
?f changeable forms, who, for the purpose of keeping the souls confined 
In the Sansara, of preventing them from rising to the Nirwana, charms 
and deceives them with many a delusive show; - nature petsonified, 
,!hich seeks to retain everything within her enchanted circle, whose en
t~cen:ents the spirit must resist in order to attain to freedom. Redemp
tion IS therefore the release of the soul from the bonds of Sansara-, from 
the circle through which the spirits fettered in the bonds of nature 
must wander, - the metempsychosis, the spirit's return to itself. The 
~nal end is the becoming Nirwana. That whereby this end is reached, 
IS coming to the knowledge of the essence of the spirit, and of the 
world of appearance. And as Buddhaism knows no personal God, but 
~ubstitutes in place of him the general notion of spirit; it follows that 
It could have nothing to say on the subject of God becoming man in a 
determinate person,-of a redemption accomplished by this person once 
for all; but a multitude of Buddha manifestations are supposed, which 
found the beginnings of the differ~nt periods in the history of the world; 
and every man, by freeing himself from the bonds of the Sansara, is 
capable of raising himself finally to the dignity of a Buddha; for in all 
ther~ existed in fact one and the same spirit. In Mani's doctrine con
~ernmg Christ, and concerning the electis, we shall find much which is 
~ affinity with these views, only mixed up with Parsic and Christian 
Ideas. 
ki In its determination of the ultimate end to which the conflict of the 

ngdom of light with the kingdom of darkness is to lead, Parsism aJr 
proaches nearer to Christianity than Buddhaism; for what the latter 
considers as the ultimate end of the redemptive manifestations of 
,Buddha is, to deprive nature of spirit, and after the spirit shall have 
gathered to itself every kindred element held bound under the fetters 
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of Sansara, its return to the orIginal unity of the universal spirit. We 
shall see how Mani's doctrine agrees in this respect more with Buddha
ism than with Parsism. Taking the whole together, we cannot deny, 
that although Buddhaism comprises in itself, besides the notion of re
demption, insulated practical elements, such as the doctrine of self-sac
rificing love, self-denial, which might properly be received into a Chris
tian connection, yet in the main Parsism has more that is in affinity 
with Christianity than Buddhaism, and that the predominant spirit of 
speculative Buddhaism might easily exert an influence on the Christian 
doctrines brought in connection with it of such sort, as to deprive them 
of their true Christian substantiality; - a remark which we shall find 
corroborated by a closer examination of Manicheism. 

When we have convinced ourselves of the fact, that an outward and 
inner connection exists between Manicheism and Buddhaism, the result 
we have arrived at may also have some tendency to modify our views 
respecting the relation of several Gnostic systems to Buddhaism. It 
requires, no doubt, especial caution to avoid falling into the error of 
tracing to such outward influences, what may be satisfactorily and suffi
ciently explained from inward similarity of spirit.1 Analogies of this 
sort, having their origin in the mind, independent of outward influences, 
will be found often recurring in the historical development of Christian
ity, wherever corruptions of purely Christian truth have sprung up ; 
these will betray themselves precisely in this, that the earlier stages of 
religious development became once more dispersedly (sporadically) in
termingled and confounded; and to this category will belong also the 
pantheistic element of Buddhaism.2 But now if we find in Manicheism 
so much that is in affinity with the earlier Gnostic systems, and the 
derivation of the former from the influence of Buddhaism is a point set
tled on historical grounds, the question may arise, perhaps, whether we 
have not to suppose a common source, from which those earlier systems 
drew as well as this last? 3 

Let us now first cast a glance at the early education of Mani. Re
lating to his history, we possess two distinct sources of information, which 
agree in only a few particulars, while in all other respects they are in 
direct contradiction to each other, the Greek and the Oriental sources. 
The account of Cyril of Jerusalem, of Epiphanius, of the ecclesiastical 
historians in the fourth and fifth centuries, all point to one common 

1 Thus Schmidt, iu his Essay on the af
finity of gnostico·theosophic doctrines with 
the religious systems of the East, especial
ly Buddhaism, (Leipsic, 1828) has evident
ly gone too far in this. ' 

2 When, in the legends of Buddhaism it 
is related of a Buddha. that he addres;ed 
himself to fishes and bi~ds, and that these 
devoutly listened to him, and thus the way 
was prepared for the emancipation of the 
spirit imprisoned in these creatures from 
the ?onds of. Sansara, th.e. story is entirely 
consistent WIth the POSitIon held by this 
pantheistic, religious consciousness. But, 
on the other hand, when we find a similar 

story occurring in the life of St. Francis, 
we see in this latter case, how nearly the 
aberration of an eccentric religious feeling 
may graze ou a foreign position, which re
fuses to cnter into the connection of Chris
tian consciousness. 

3 For example, the gradual de-spiritllal
izing of the world in the Ophitic system; 
the completely Buddhaist idea, that he who 
has attained to the Nirwana in the midst of 
the San sara, is lord over the Sansars, can 
perform all miracles; that he is even supe
rior to the muudane deities, who are beings 
still subject to change, in Carpocratianism. 
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source; 1_ the Acts of a disputation, said to have been held with 
Mani, by Archelaus, bishop of Cascar.2 But- those Acts have come 
down to us, to say the 1ea.st, in a very questionable shape. With the 
exception of some few fragments, which have been preserved in the 
Greek, they appear only in a Latin translation from the Greek document, 
and this Greek work is perhaps nothing more than an unfaithful version 
from the Syriac.3 These Acts manifestly contain a disconnected story, 
savoring in no small degree of the romantic. Although there is some 
truth lying at bottom-as we must allow there is much in the represen
tation of the doctrines which wears the appearance of truth, and is 
confirmed also by its agreement with other representations, - yet the 
Greek author seems, from ignorance of Eastern languages and cus
toms, to have introduced a great deal that is untrue, by bringing in 
and confounding together discordant stories, to the neglect of all criti
~ism, and with an unsparing indulgence of exaggeration.4 How difficult 
It was for a Greek to transport himself out of his own world, and to 
form any just conception of national peculiatities wholly foreign to his 
own, is what everyone knows. 

In some few points, we may, even with such scanty means as we 
possess for deciphering this historical enigma, come upon the trace of 
the misapprehended facts lying at the bottom of these stories. The 
first origin of the Manichean doctrines is to be derived from a Saracen 
merchant, Scythianus by name, who, it is said, by many journeys to Asia, 
Egypt and Greece, accumulated a large fortune, and at the same time 
acquired an intimate knowledge of the Oriental and of the Greek phi
losophies. This Scythianus lived not far from the times of the apostles 
- a statement indeed which the story itself proves is an anachronism; 
for otherwise Mani would have lived but a few generations after the 
same period. The heir and disciple of Scythianus is said to have been 
a certain Terebinth, who afterwards called himself Buddas. We have 
already stated what, without any question, is to be understood here by 
the name Buddas.5 Now if it is clear, that by 13uddas we are not to un

1 Eusebius, who wrote before this source says, (Photius, cod. 95,) that a. certain He
of i~fonnation became known, could say gemonius was the compiler of those Gre
nothmg relative to Mani's personal history. cian Acts. 

2. If there is no mistake here in the name,· 4 Beausobre properly rejected the West
-If it Was not rather Carrhre, (t:.';"J,) in ern n~rrative~, whose want of authenti<:ity 
Mesopotamia, _ according to what we must he satisfactOrIly pro~ed, and ('onfin~d ~Im
allow to be a very uncertain conjecture. self wholly to th~ One~tal. ~he obJectlOns 

8 Jerome reports, (de vito illustr. 72,) that urged by.MoshClm agamst thiS course, pos
these Acts were written orio-inally in Syriac' sess but lIttle force. 
but th~ first oriental autho~ ~ho shows any 6 It' has been jU,stly o?served, that the 
acquamtance with these Acts was a church- Greek name Tepe{3w&o!; IS perhaps only a 
teacher, who wrote about the vear 978 Sev- translation of the Chaldee N9t.'~3, by which 
R:s, bishop of Asmonina in' Egypt.' See in the Targums the Hebrew ;'vord i1~~ is 

naudot hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 40. His rendered which the Alexandrians translate 
account d'l%" h' ,fro lue~~,. owever,1O many r~srects, TepepivrJo!;. Another hypothesis has been 

m the reVlSlon of the Acts whIch has started by Ritter in the work above referred 
~me down to us. It is indeed much more to p 29 viz that the Grecized name Tere
hl.mple; a filCt which seems to show that hi~t1~os 'is h~ed on a predicate of Buddha. 

IS copy of the Acts was uot the same with originating in those countries where Mani 
our~, but another of the same kind j and became acquainted with Buddhaism,
~er. aps the orig-inal from which ours was Tere-Hintu lord of the Hindoos. It is " 

enved. Heraclian, bishop of Chalcedon, point on whlch nothing certain can be as
41" 
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derstand any historical person, the name Scythian also, as the designa
tion of a historical individual, becomes thereby suspicious. It is very 
natural to take it as simply a geographical name, having reference to 
those populations among which Buddhaism first extended itself. Mean
while we venture not, however, to express a decided opinion on the 
point, as letters of Mani, addressed to a person of this name, are cited.l 

The Oriental accounts possess a great deal more internal coherence 
and consistency. They are found, it is true, in historians of much 
more recent date than the Grecian sources; but the Oriental writers 
have undoubtedly made use of older records, in availing themselves of 
which, they were not liable to fall into the same errors with the Greeks.2 

To understand the appearance of such a man as Mani, we must fig
ure to ourselves the circumstances and relations under which he was 
educated. By birth he was a Persian; but it may be a question, 
whether the name of the country should be understood here in the 
stricter sense, or whether it refers only to some province belonging to 
the great Persian empire. In favor of the latter, might be adduced 
the fact that Mani composed his works in the Syriac language; whence 
we might infer that he was a native of one of those provinces of the Per
sian empire, where Syriac was the vernacular tongue. This fact, how
ever,byitself, proves nothing; for even without this supposition, it wo~ld 
easily admit of being explained, that as the Syriac, through the inti
mate connection of the Persian Christians with the Syrian church, 
might even thus early have become the language of books among the Per.:. 
sian theologians, - so Mani may have been induced to employ this lan
guage, (although it was not his native tongue,) hoping by this means to 
promote the more general introduction of his doctrines into other coun
tries. It is said, that he sprang from a family of the Magians, (the 
Persian sacerdotal caste;) that at the age of manhood he passed over 
to Christianity, and became presbyter of a church in Ehvaz or Ahvaz, 
principal city of the Persian province Huzitis ;-whatever may be the 
accuracy of these statements. At any rate, it is quite probable that 
Mani was educated in the religion of Zoroaster, and embraced Christi
anity at some later period of life. 

We are not sufficiently informed with regard to his early history to 
be able to determine whether, in ~he outset, he abandoned the religion 
of his fathers and embraced Christianity from honest conviction, and 
afterwards, repelled by the form in which the latter was presented in 
the church doctrine, was led to revive in his soul the fundamental ideas 
of his earlier religious mode of thinkinO', and now hecame satisfied that 
by combining it with these, he first pl~ed Christianity in the true and 
proper light; or whether he had been attracted from the first only by 
the affinity of Christianity with many Persian ideas, without noting the 

certained.. P~ssibly Terebinth may have Bibliotheque Orientale, sub v. Mani,-in 
been a hIstorical person, to whom many the Persian historian Mirkhond's History 
things ascribed to Buddha had been trans of the Sassanides, cited in Silvestre de Sacy 
ferred. Memoires sur diverses antiquites de Ill. Perse. 

1 Vid. Fabridi bibl. Grrec. vol. VII. f. Paris, 1793. In Abulpharag. and poeocke 
316. 	 Specimen hist. Arab. 

2 The oriental narratives in Herbelot's 
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essential difference between resembling ideas, according to their pecu
liar mode of apprehension and position in Christianity and in the Pe"r
sian religion; so that from the beginning he had only been constructing 
for himself a religious system of his own, by the fusion together of Per
sian and Christian elements. 

By the reestablishment of the ancient Persian empire, after the ex
pulsion of the Parthians, the effort had been called forth among the 
Persians, to restore the ancient religion of their fathers, purified from 
foreign elements, to its original splendor. The consequence was, that 
di~putes arose on the question, what was to be considered the pure doc
trme of Zoroaster; and particularly on several points which had been 
left undecided by the previous religious tradition, as for example, 
whether a primal essence was to be supposed, exalted above the two 
conflicting principles. Councils were held for the purpose of investi
gating the questions in dispute; and pretended prophets arose, who 
were for settling every difficulty by divine inspiration.! The religion 
of Zoroaster, which now acquired fresh power, and set itself to oppose 
~ll the foreign religions that had before been tolerated, was brought 
mto collision also with Christianity, which had been suffered to make 
progress without disturbance under the Parthian government. Under 
such circumstances, the thought might shape itself, in a man of a lively 
and profound mind, like Mani, that he was called to be the author of 
such a reformation of Christianity, now corrupted by the intermixture 
Of. Judaism, as should sever it from its connection with the latter, and 
brmg it into more intimate union with ideas of the Zoroastrian religion. 
Mani - as was afterwards done by Mohammed - declared himself to 
be the Paraclete, promised by Christ.2 By this he in nowise under
stood the Holy Ghost, but a human person, an enlightened teacher 
p~omised by Christ, who was to bring out still more distinctly the reli· 
glOn re"vealed by him, in his own spirit, purify it from the corruptions 
o~ Ahriman, especially from those which had sprung from the inter
nllngling of Judaism, and lead the faithful to the consciousness of those 
truths which men in the earlier times were not yet in a condition to 
understand. By him that perfect knowledge should be given, of which 
Paul had also spoken as a knowledge reserved for some future period, 
1 Cor. 13: 10.3 Accordingly ~Iani could, denominate himself at one 
an~ the same time the promised Paraclete and the apostle of Christ; 
as mdeed he began the letter in which he designed to unfold the fun
daI?ental doctrines of his religious system (the epistola fundamenti, 
'WhICh was so famous among the Manicheans) with the following words: 
~Mani, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, through the election of 

od the Father. These are the words of salvation from the eternal 
and living fountain." 4 

He first made his appearance, with these pretensions, near the close 

M1 Se~ Hyde hist. rclig. vet. Pcrs. p. 276. antiq. ed. Basnage and Galland. bib!. patr. 
emolrcs sur diverses antiquites de la Perse T. V. f. 326. 

pa~ S. de Sacy, p. 42. 3 See Acta cum Felice Manichreo, lib. I. 
B See Mirkhond in Sacy, p.204.-Tit. c.9. Opp. Augustini, T. VIII.. 

ostr. c. Manich. lib. III. in Canisii lect. f Augustin. c. epist. fundamcntI, c. 5. 
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of the reign of the Persian .king Shapur I., (Sapor,) about 270. To 
an ardent, profound mind, and lively imagination, . he united various 
knowledge, and practical skill in the arts, of which he availed himself 
for the purpose of diffusing his doctrines. As a mathematician and 
astronomer, he is said to have been distinguished among his country
men; 1 the fame of his talents as a painter lasted for a long time in 
Persia. In the outset, he succeeded in conciliating the favor of that 
prince; but when his heretical doctrines, as they were regarded by 
the Magians, came to be known, he was obliged, - if any confidence 
can be placed in the later legends, and the hypothesis was not invented 
simply to account for the different portions of which his doctrine is con
stituted, - to seek safety from persecution by flight. He now made 
distant journeys to India, and even to China; and tarried for a con
siderable time in the province of Turkistan. At all events, an impor
tant effect in the shaping of his system is to be ascribed to his longer 
residence in the last-mentioned province, where he became acquainted 
with Buddhaism; and this acquired so great an influence on his mind, 
that a peculiar stamp was thereby given to his whole mode of thinking 
and a wider range to his aims, which now embraced in their scope the 
blending together of all the three religions into one. From one of the 
grottos consecrated to Buddhaism, he issued forth, with those symbolic 
pictures which were designed to represent, for immediate intuition, the 
doctrines made known to him, as he pretended, in his retirement, by 
divine revelations. These emblems were long preserved in lively re
membrance among the Persians, under the name of Ertenki-Mani. 

After the death of Sapor, in 272, Mani returned to Persia,wher~ 
he was well received, together with his pictures, by Hormuz, (Hormis
das,) Sapor's successor. The latter assigned to him, as a safe place 
of residence, the castle of Deskereh at Chusistan in Susiana. But 
this prince, after a reign of less than two complete years, was suc
ceeded by Behram, (Varanes.) He also appeared at first favorably 
disposed towards Mani; but perhaps only in semblance, and with a 
view to lull him and his followers into security. He caused a disputa
tion to be held betwixt Mani and the Magians, of which the result was, 
that Mani was pronounced a heretic. Refusing to recant, he was flayed 
alive,2 and his skin stuffed and hung before the gates of the city Djon
dishapur in 277,3 to terrify his followers. 

Let us now proceed to unfold the Buddhaist-Zoroastrian-Christian sys
tem of doctrines taught by Mani. 

It is still a disputed question, whether, in the doctrine of Zoroaster, 
absolute Dualism is the starting-point, and the hypothesis of a commo? 
principle of derivation lying at the ground of both Ormuzd and Ahn
man - time without end and without beginning, the Zervan Acarene, 

1 Who, howeve:, possessed no great know 2 A crnel mode of punishment, which 
ledge, doubtless, In these sciences. Yet it is was doubtless resorted to in the East. 
highly probable that a good deal in his sys 8 The chronology in this case is, it must 
tem stood closely connected, even when di be admitted, quite uncertain. 
vested of its mythical dress, with a partial 
and defective knowledge of these sciences. 
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answering to the Gnostic alwv, (3MJo~, to the N eo-Platonic ov - sprang 
first out of a speculative need of reducing the duality to a higher unity; 
or whether the recognition of such an original unity was the original 
principle, and this had only become suppressed in conscious thought 
through the predominant dualistic form of the religion as a practical 
system of living. From the proclamation, still extant,! of the Persian 
general and Grand-vizier Mihr Nerseh, after his invasion of Armenia, 
in 450, it is clear, that the acknowledgment of a primal essence, which 
existed before the antithesis pronounced in the creation, was reckoned 
to the Persian orthodoxy. We find here a view of the matter which is 
akin to that Gnostic scheme that reduced the Dualism to a Monoism,2 
arid supposed the antithesis of good and evil as something necessary in 
the evolution of life from God. The first germ of evil is here derived 
from the supreme essence, from the great god Zervan himself. This is 
the Perhaps, which God spake, the principle of doubt, of uncertainty, 
which must some time make its appearance, before everything could 
form itself out into a certain and stable existence.3 The opposite doc
trine of an absolute Dualism, was maintained by the :Magusreian sect,4 
and the latter was the scheme followed by l\1ani. Thus he was able 
to transfer the Persian Dualism into the Buddhaist opposition of spirit 
and matter. 

He supposed accordingly hvo principles, absolutely opposed to each 
other, with their opposite creations; on the one side God, the original 
~ood, from whom nothing but good can proceed, from whom all destruc
tIOn, punishment, corruption is alien, - the primal light, from whom 
pure light radiates; - on the other side, original evil, which can work 
?nly by destroying, decomposing, - whose essence is wild, self-conflict
mg uproar; matter, darkness, out of which flow powers of an altogether 
corresponding nature, - a world full of smoke and vapor, and at the 
same time full of fire that burns only without shining. These two king
doms subsisted at first wholly separate from one another. The Su
preme God was the king of the empire of light, as the original source 
of an emanation-world in affinity with himself; and most nearly con
~ected with him were these lEons, the channels for the diffusion of 
light from that primal light, to whom, as representativ:s of the Suprem~
~od, was transferred his own name; who therefore mIght be styled deI
tIes, without infraction of the honor due to the primal essence alone.5 

In the letter in which Maniexhibited the fundamental doctrines of his 

h. 
1 Fi~t communicated hy St. Martin in 

IS Memoires historiques et geoO'raphiques 
SUr I'Armenie. Paris, 1819. T~II. p. 472, 
:-but ~ore fully, after another recension, 
A. the ~Istory of the religious wars hetwcen 
~ema.and Persia, composed hy the Ar

~eman bIshop, Elisreus, and translated from 
e Annenian into English hy Prof. New

m~n. London, 1830. P. II, ff. 
3 ~e~ above, p. 375.. 

t ThIS r~markahle view is expressed in 
ohe followmg language. "Before }Jeaven 
r earth existed, the great god Zervan 

prayed a thousand years, and spake: I 'Vas 

I perhaps to obtain a son, Vonnist, (Or; 
muzd,) who will create heaven and earth 1 
and he hegat two in his hody, one by vir
tue of his prayer., the other, bccau~e he 
said perhaps." 'I he first ~vas. AhrIm~n, 
the son of doubt, the prmclple, whIch 
makes everything a question. 'Ve here 
perceive the fountain-head of later. Chns
tian sects, in which Satan was deSIgnated 
as the first-born. 

4 See Shahristani, in Hyde, 1. c. p. 295. 
:; Like the Amshaspands, Izcd of the 

Parsian religion. 
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religion,l he thus describes this Supreme God epthroned in his kingdom 
of light: 2 "Over the kingdom of light, ruled God the Father, eternal 
in his sacred race, glorious in his might, the truth by his very essence, 
ever blessed in his own eternal being, who bears within him wisdom 
and the consciousness of his life, with which he embraces the twelve 
members of his light, that is, the transcendent riches of his own king
dom. In each of his members are hid countless, immeasurable riches. 
But the Father himself, glorious in his majesty, incomprehensible in his 
greatness, has united with himself blessed and glorious JEons, in num
bers and greatness surpassing estimation" with whom this holy and most 
glorious Father lives, - for in his exalted kingdom, no needy or feeble 
being dwells. But his resplendent realms are so deeply grounded in 
the blessed earth of light, that no power exists by which they could 
ever be destroyed or shaken." 3 The powers of darkness were engaged 
in wild conflict with one another, till in their blind struggle they ap
proached so near the realms of light, that a glimmer penetrated to 
them for the first time from that before unknown kingdom. They noW 
forgot their mutual strifes, and attracted in spite of themselves by the 
splendor of the light, combined with one another to penetrate into the 
kingdom of light, with a view to appropriate some of this light to them
selves.! There now seems to be something like inconsistency in Mani, 
when, after having ascribed to the empire of light an unshaken stabil
ity, he proceeds to speak of a danger threatening it, which rendered 
precautionary measures necessary, and could thus express himself:
" Then the Father of the most blessed light beholds a vast desolation 
rising up from the darkness, and threatening his holy lEons, unless he 
opposed to it an extraordinary divine power/' at once to conquer and 
destroy the race of darkness - so that, after its destruction, the inhab
itants of the light might enjoy tranquillity." 6 Simplicius and Evodius 
have in fact here accused him of self-contradiction; - but this charge 
applies rather to the mythical or symbolic form of representation, than 
to the train of thought which is therein embodied. The fundamental 
thought with Mani, as with the Gnostics, is this, - that the blind force 
of nature, which resists the godlike element, tamed and subdued by 
intermingling with it, should finally be rendered altogether powerless. 
And acoordingly Mani conveys the Zoroastrian theory over into the 
Buddhaist, - that nature, in degrading, disintegrating and fettering 
the spirit, was to bring about its own dissolution, and the final result 

1 The epistola.. fundamenti. direct contradiction with the dualistic the~ 
2 Augustin. contra epist. fundamenti, ry of an absolute evil. . 

c. 13. I) Aliquod llimium ac prreclarnm et !Ir
~ This earth of light, Mani did not con tute potens nomen. In the Zoroastr13U 

ceive to be any thing distinct from the su system, also, the Amshaspands are repre
preme,. primal essence, but all to be simply sented as armed champions for the king
a shap!ng of the one divine light-essence. dom of light. 

, It IS easy to perceive the idea lying at 6 The epistola fundamenti, in the w?rk 
b?ttom.' - ~hat the evil principle is in con de-fide contra. Manichreos, c. II, of which 
flIct wI.th Itse)~, and becomes one only in Evodius, bishop of Uzala in Numidia, was 
strugglmg agamst the good; such is the perhaps the author, - to be found i~ ~he 
attractive power which the good exerts on Appendix to the 8th vol. of the BenedlCtIDC 
evil itself; - an idea, it must be allowed, in edition of St. Augustin. 
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would be that of the unspiritualized nature, nothing would be left be
hind but the dead residuum, and this would fall a prey to utter annihi
lation.1 To this last result of all, according to the Buddhaistic view of 
the world, Mani indeed, in his doctrine of final causes, did not proceed, 
as we shall see. 

The ruler over the kingdom of light, in order to guard its boundaries, 
caused to emanate from himself the ./Eon, Mother of life.2 The name 
of this Genius denotes that it stands for the highest mundane soul,
t~at the divine life was now to separate itself from the unity of the light. 
kmgdom, and in the conflict with the ungodlike element, resolve itself 
into individual existences. The mother of life, like the avCJ GOIpta of the 
Valentinian system, could not as yet be affected by the kingdom of 
darkness. . Here too we find the distinction between the higher mun
da~e soul belonging to the kingdom of light, and a reflection of it, 
whICh mixes itself with the kingdom of darkness.3 Thi.s mother of life 
generates the primitive man, with a view to oppose him to the powers 
of darkness - the same idea of the dignity of man's nature, which we 
o.bserved before among the Gnostics.4 The primitive man, in conjunc
~Ion with the five pure elements, fire, light, air, water and earth, enters 
mto the conflict. Here we recognize again the forms of intuition bor
ro,!ed from Parsism - reverence towards an originally pure nature, 
whlch had only been corrupted by the interference of Ahriman. More
over, according to the Parsian doctrine, a life which had flowed out 
from the kingdom of light is acknowledged to exist in the original ele
ments. They were summoned to act as fellow-combatants against Ahri
man's destroying influences, by means of their fructifying, life-giving 
power. But this would be an element at variance with the Buddhaistic 
yiew of nature; and we cannot fail to perceive in it the preponderant 
l~fluence of the Zoroastrian spirit. Yet this is modified in ~fani by the 
CIrcumstance that matter does not mean the elements of actual nature, 
~ut the elements of a higher world, that which is itself but one radia~ 
tion and form of the manifestation of the divine essence.5 When Mam 
opposes to the five pure elements of the kingdom of light the five ele
~ents of the kingdom of darkness, the only question is, whether the 
Idea, that evil is ever the distorted image and counterfeit of the good, 
or t~e idea that from the kingdom of light forms must go forth to the 
conflIct with the kingdom of darkness, which seem like those of the 
latter, -is the fundamental one. At all events, it was necessary to 
explain, how visible nature arose out of the event that matter, or the 

B IdSee Schmidt's Essay on the thousand compared with the 7rPOWV ci.vt1pCJ7rOr; of the 
t u bdhas. See the Memoirs of the St. Pc Valentinians, the Adam Kadmon, and es
e~ ~~;g Academy. 1834. Vol. II. p. 66. pecially the Kajomorts of the Zendavista, 

8 .7JT'TJ.{J Tijr; (CJijr;. respecting whom many similar things ar~ 
Slmplicius (in Epictct. f. 187, cd. Sal there said. It is quite probable that ~laDl 

~.as.) aptly describes the Manichean doc adopted this Parsian idea into his system;
{}1ne in t?is respect; Ovn: TO 7rpi:JTOV ura- and we shall see hereafter, how he might 

ar, v Ka/(VV£(]lJaL l..£rOVGW, OV7'£ Til. ul..l..a find something of a kindred nature even on 

alJU~TIL 7rpO(]£Xi:J~ aVT(jJ O'VVQVTa, T1;V PT} this side in Buddhaism. 


Tep~ T1J~ (CJijr Kat TOV rJ1Jptovpyov (the (i:Jv D Quinque elementa nihil atiud quam

'1rV:vfla ) Kat TOV~ IK£L ali:Jva~. substantia Dei. Augustin. contra Faus


The 7rpi:JT'O~ aVlJPCJ7ro~ of Mani may be tum, 1. XI. c. 8. 
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kingdom of darkness, had seized upon certain divine essences or ele
ments of the spiritual substances; and this corresponds entirely with the 
Buddhaistic scheme. • 

But the primitive man is worsted in the conflict; he is in danger of 
falling into the kingdom of darkness; in this strait, he prays to the 
ruler of the light-kingdom; and the latter, to assist him, causes the living 
spirit to emanate.1 This Spirit raises him up once more to the king
dom of light; but meanwhile the powers of darkness had succeeded in 
swallowing· a part of the armor of the first man, and part of his light
essence; which is ·the mundane soul, now mixed with matter.2 Here 
again we perceive the affinity of Mani's ideas with those of the Gnos
tics; for according to the latter, too, the KfJTCJ aorpta was delivered, it is 
true, by means of the Soter sent to her assistance, from the kingdom 
of the Hyle; but still a seed of the divine life had fallen down into 
matter, and this must now go through a process of purification and de
velopment. It must so come about, that by the magical power of the 
divine life,of the light of the soul, or of the spirit, the wildly tumultuous 
kingdom of darkness shall be tamed in spite of itself, and finally ren
dered powerless.3 The subjugation of that tumultuous and blind Na
ture-power is in fact the end aimed at in the creation of the world. 
Mani, it is said, endeavored to illustrate his doctrine by the following 
parable. A good shepherd sees a lion plunge into the midst of his 
flock. He digs a pit, and casts into it a ram; the lion springs rave
nously to the spot to devour his prey, but in so doing falls into the pit, 
from which he cannot extricate himself. The shepherd, however, finds 
means of delivering the ram, and keeps the lion confined in the pit, 
thus rendering him harmless to his flock.4 In like manner is the'king
dom of darkness rendered harmless; the souls it has devoured are 
finally delivered, and restored back to their nat.ive element. 

After the living spirit had raised man once more to the kingdom of 
light, he made preparations for the process of purifying the souls mixed 
in with the kingdom of darkness; which is the final cause of the entire 
creation, and the end aimed at in the whole course of the world.s 

That class of souls which had not been affected by mixing with matter 
or the nature of darkness, he raised above this earth, and placed in the 
sun and the moon, that from thence they might send forth their influ
ence to release and draw back again to themselves; by means of t~e 
refining processes in the evolution of vegetable and animal life, theIr 
kindred souls, which were scattered through all nature, and held in 
bondage by the kingdom of darkness. 

1 The 'wv rrvevfta OCcurs also iu the Gnos VllV el~ aKovatov T-y VA!1 aCJ9poVll1
tic systems, which contain a good deal that flov, eoe8-ll Tporrov rtvil warrep {)T/
is analogous to Manicheism. Actis Thomre, piov.
ed. Thilo, p. 17. 4 Disputat. c. Archelao, c. 25. This pll~

2 The 1jJvX1J cLrruVTCJV. able wears every mark of genuinenes~ j It 
8 Titus of Bostra (c. Manich. lib. I. c. is at least wholly in the spirit of Mllnlche

12,) well describes the Manichean' doctrine ism. . 
in the following words: '0 cLyarto~ ovvafttv :> As in the Valentinian system, the Soter 
cLrrOaTEA.Aet Ttvil, rpvAu;ovaav ftev 01]rteV begins to put forth his influence, after he 
rov~ opov~, TO 0' aAllrte~ oeAeap eaofle- has been first raised to the Sophia. 
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Conformably with his Buddhaistico-Zoroastrian view of the world, 
Mani saw the same conflict of Ormuzd and Ahriman, of spirit and of 
matter, the same process of purification, going on in the physical as in 
the moral world. But in his manner of carrying this process through, 
he confounded together the physical and ethical elements, in contradic
tion to the essence of Christianity, which, by freeing religion entirely 
from the system of nature, separated these two elements from one 
another. As the religious system of the Persians assigned an impor
tant place to the sun and moon, in the conflict in the physical and spirit
ua! world between Ormuzd and Ahriman, and in carrying forward the 
UnIversal process of development and purification; so was it also in the 
system of ManL Very nearly the same that the system of Zoroaster 
taught concerning Mithras, as the Genius (Ized) of the Sun, l\fani 
transferred to his Christ, - the pure soul, sending forth its influence from 
the sun and from the moon. Representing the soul as having sprung 
from the primitive man, he interpreted in this sense the biblical name, 
" Son of man" (vIor 1lV'8ptnrov,) and distinguishing between the pure 
and free soul, enthroned in the sun, and its kindred soul difl'used 
throughout nature, and corrupted by its mixture ,yith matter. So too he 
distinguished a son of man superior to all contact with matter and in
capable of suffering, from a son of man crucified, so to speak, and suf
fering in matter.! Wherever the scattered seed pushed upward out of 
the dark bosom of the earth and unfolded itself in a plant, in its blos
som. and its fruit, Mani beheld the triumphant evolution of the principle 
of lIght, gradually working its way onward to freedom from the bond
age of matter; he beheld how the living soul, which had been impris
oned in the members of the Prince of Darkness, loosens itself from the 
confinement, rises in freedom, and mingles with its congenial element 
the.pure air, where the souls completely purified ascend to those shiI?s 
ofl!ght (the sun and moon) which are ready to transport them to theIr 
native country. But whatever still bears upon it various blemishes and 
stains, is attracted to them gradually, and in portions, by the force of 
heat, and incorporates itself with all trees, with whatever is planted and 
sown. 

~hi~ may serve as an example of his mystical philo.sophy of nat~re, 
whl.ch IS presented sometimes in strange myths, occaSIOnally ?ordenng 
on Immodesty, but containing nothing which would appear smgular to 
the Oriental imarrination, - sometimes under the disguise of Christian 
expressions. Th~s the Manicheans could speak of a suffering son of 
~an, hanging on every tree - of a Christ crucified in every soul; and 
In the entire world. They could give their own interpretation to the 
symbols of the suffering Son of :Man in the Lord's supper. With the 
sa~e, and even with still greater propriety,-for this confounding of 
rehf?i0!l ~ith the theory of nature savored more of paganism than of 
Chnstmmty - the Manicheans could employ the pagan fables as a dra
p~ry for their ideas. Thus the boy Dionysius torn in pieces by the 
TItans, according to the mysteries of Bacchus, was considered by them 

1 The vlor av-&pw7rOV l:p7ra-&iJr and the vlor uV-&pW7rOV u7ra-&iJt;· 

VOL. I. 42 
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nothing else than the soul swallowed up by the powers of darkness, the 
divine life rent into fragments by matter.l 

The powers of darkness were now in danger of being gradually de
prived, through the influence of the spirit of the sun on the refining 
process of nature, of all the light and life which they held imprisoned 
in their members. The soul on which they had seized, striving after 
freedom, and attracted by its kindred Sun-spirit, gradually liberates it
self and evaporates; so that at length, deprived of all its stolen light, 
the kingdom of darkness must soon be abandoned to its own intrinsic 
hatefulness and death. 'Vhat was to be done? A being must be cre
ated, in whom the soul of nature, which was striving to liberate itself, 
might be securely charm-bound - in whom aU the scattered light and 
life of nature, all that the powers of darkness had held imprisoned in 
their members, and of which they were gradually deprived by the pow
ers of the Sun, might converge. This is man, the image of that prim
itive man, - hence destined by his very form for dominion over nature.2 

The fact was as follows. That majestic shape of light, the primitive 
man (which probably also belonged to the Son of ~fan enthroned in the 
Sun)3 shines down from the sun into the kingdom of darkness, or mate
rial nature. The powers of darkness are seized with longing after the 
shape of light, but at the same time with dismay. Their prince noW 
addresses them: "What seems to you to be the great light that yon
der breaks forth? Behold how it shakes the pole, how it strikes down 
multitudes of our powers! It behooves you, therefore, to give up to 
me whatever light you may have in your power; thus will I make an 
image of that lofty one, who appeared so glorious, through which we 
shall be able to rule, and one day liberate ourselves from our abode in 
darkness." Thus human nature is the image, in this world of dark
ness, of a higher existence; by which image the higher existence itself 

.. 1 See Alex. Lycopol. c. 5.- 'Ve may in
sert here some peculiarly characteristic 
passages from Maniche:m writings, in proof 
of the exposition given above. From Ma
ni's work entitled Thesaurus: "Viva ani
ma, qure earnndem (adversamm potesta
tum) membris tenebatur, hac occasione 
laxata evadit, et suo purissimo aeri misce
tur: ubi penitus ablutre animre adscendunt 
ad lllcidas naves, qure sibi ad evectionem 
atque ad sure patrire transfretationem sunt 
prreparatro. Id vero, quod adhuc adversi 
generis maculas portat, per restnm atque 
calores particulatim descend it, atque arbo
ribus creterisque plantationibus ac satis om
nibus miscetur." Euodius de fide c. 10. 
From Mani's letter to the Virgin l'tfenoch: 
" Agnoscendo ex quo genere animarum em
anaveris, quod est confusum omnibus cor
poribus et saporibus et speciebus variis 
cohreret." Augustini opns imperfectum con
tra Julian. lib. III. § 172. A passage from 
the Manichean Faustus. who lived in the 
first half of the fifth century, in which the 
Holy Spirit is represented as the quicken
ing and fructifying power of God, exerting 

its influence through the air on the refining 
process of nature, and the doctrine of 
Christ's birth from the virgin, (a doctrine 
which the Mauicheans, being Docetre, could 
not admit in the proper sense,) as a symbol 
of the birth of that Jesus patibilis from the 
"irgin womb of the earth, through the i~
forming power of the Holy Spirit: "Spin
tus sancti, qui est majestas tertia, aeris hune 
omnem ambitum sedem fatemur ac diver
sorinm, cujns ex viribus ac spiritali profu
sione terram quoque concipientem gignere 
patibilem Jesum, qui est "ita ac salus hom
inuID, omni sllspensus ex ligno. Qunprop
tel' et nobis circa universum, (all the pro
ducts of nature, as forms of the manifesta
tion of the same divine principle suffering 
in the bondage of nature, of the same JesUS 
patibilis,) et vobis similiter erga panem et 
calicern par religio est." Augustin. c. Faust. 
lib. XX. 

2 Compare the kindred doctrine of the 
Ophites. . 

8 Alexand. Lycopolit. c. 4: ELKova tY! l~ 
fM.ftJ elJpilrn'iat TOtavT1JJI, olov eaTt TO 'fOV 
av{)pW1rOV eMo~. 
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is to be attracted hither, ana held fast in its domain. 'Vhen they 
heard this, after long deliberation among themselves, they deemed it 
best to comply with the proposal, for they had no confidence that they 
should be aide long to retain this light among themselves.! They thought 
it expedient, therefore, to entrust it to their prince, since they had no 
doubt that in this way they should be able to gain the supremacy. 
The powers of darkness proceed now to intermarry and produce chil
dren, in whom their common powers and natures are once more repre
sented; and all they themselves possess, of the essence of darkness and 
of light, is reproduced. All these, their children, the prince of darkness 
devours; - he thus concentrates in himself all the substance of light 
that had been dispersed among the several powers of darkness, - and 
now generates man, in whom therefore all the powers of the kingdom 
of darkness and of light which had here been mixed together, are 
united. ~{an is therefore a microcosm, - a copy of the entire world 
of light and darkness, a mirror of all the powers of heaven and of the 
earth.2 What is here narrated, continually recurs as a fact in the 
course and movement of nature,. - at the birth of each man, tlie wild 
forces of matter, the powers of darkness, intermingle to produce hu
man nature, in which they mix together whatever they possess of the 
higher and of the lower life, in which they endeavor to bind fast the 
80ul of nature, whicl~ is held captive by them, and which is striving to 
get free; 

We must here distinguish, in the Manichean doctrine, the symbolic 
and mythical forms of representation, running into the imagery of 
Parsism, from the ideas lying at bottom, which were clearly appre
hended by Mani, and correspond to the doctrines of Buddhaism. Mani 
says himself, that what then transpired, still continues to take place at 
the generation of each man, where the evil nature which forms the 
h~ma? body, matter, absorbs the powers of light, in order, by this inter~ 
nllnghng of the powers of light and darkness, to form man.3 From 
these words it is quite apparent, that in the action of the prince of 
darkness, as it is represented in that fiction, the operation by which 
man is formed in the laboratory of spirit-absorbing nature, is meant to 
be exhibited under certain forms of sense. It is doubtless only another 
mythical mode of representing the same idea, when 'it is said, that the 
po~ers of darkness, to escape that threatened lot of despirituali~~io,,!, 
wh:ch would be their utter destruction, and to hold fast the Splnt III 

thelr own region, combine to create man, probably after the image of 

1 That is the main point. 
2 Mani, in the geycnth book·of the work 

bear!ng the title of Thesaurus, (cited in Au
gustm. de natura bani, c. 46,) says: "Con
st~ebantur et contexebantur omnium im
agmes,.ca;les~ium ac terrenarum virtutum; 
~t p'l~l vldellcet arMs id, quod fonnabatur, 
Slmlhtudinem obtincrct." We have follow
ed the method of construincr the Manichean 
sys!em, disputed by Mosheim, according to 
'hhlch: man was fonned at a later period 
t an the rest of nature, for the very pur
POse of holding the Beeting soul in nature 

fast. In favor of this view, speak, for the 
most part, all the passages in our fragmen
tary sources of infonnation, and the whole 
analogy of the Manichcan system cO!lfinns 
it. Compo Baur's work on the Mamchean 
system of religion, f. 120, if. One passage 
from Alexander 0 Lycopolis, whIch for
merly seemed to me acrainst this view, has 
been more correctly explaine~ by Baur: . 

3 Augustin. de natum bOnI, c. 46: Slcutl 
etiam nunc fieri vide mus, corporum forma
triccm naturam mali inde vires sumentem 
figurare, ita etiam antedictus princeps etc. 
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the heavenly, primitive man, that this form might exercise an entranc
ing power over the soul, that strove to return to its original fountain, 
and the latter be thus bound to the earth; 1 just as, according to the 
Buddhaistic doctrine, the prince of the Shimnus seeks, by various 
attractive -and enticing objects, to hold fast the souls within his own 
kingdom, and to prevent them from elevating themselves to Nirwana. 
In all these forms of representation, we find the same fundamental idea, 
marking the destiny by which the spirit is held bound to nature, but is 
yet, through the transition-point of the human organism, conducted on
ward to its freedom. 

While the souls dispersed and scattered in the other kingdoms of 
nature, or the lightressence, is prevented by the predominance of mat
ter from becoming conscious of itself, the light-nature, on the other 
hand, which is concentrated in man, attains to a conscious and free evo
lution. The spirit, fettered by matter in the rest of nature, becomes 
first released from these fetters in man, comes first, in him, to itself. 
Here first begins the realm of consciousness and of freedom, the spirit 
emancipated from the bonds of natural necessity. Man, therefore, in 
the Manichean, as in the Buddhaistic system, occupies the loftiest posi
tion ; - he forms the transition-point, conditioned by the act of freedom, 
to the complete dis enthralment of the spirit that rises wholly above the 
cycle of metempsychosis to a reunion with the kingdom of light. Ac
cording to the Buddhaistic system, he is the necessary. transition-point 
to the becoming Nirwana.2 

As the universal mundane soul seeks to subject to itself matter in 
the mass, in the great mundane bodies, so the human soul, that is of 
the same derivation, should govern this corporeal world in its details. 
" The first soul," 'said Mani, "which flowed from the God of light, re
ceived this structure of the body for the purpose of subduing it to its 
own bit." 3 The soul of the first man, as standing yet nearer to the .. 

1 See Titus of Bostra, in the preface to 
the third book of his work against the Man
icheans, (in Canisii lect. antiquo ed. Bas
nage, Antverp. 1725, T. I. f. 137:) 'E!Cau
TO~ TWv T"~ v')1/TJ~ apxovTtJV t:poP9tJUEV tav
TOV el~ -&~papa T"~ 'o/vX"~' - and of Adam, 
as their production, opyavov brt-&vptar; !CaL 
MAap Ti:Jv avtJr7EV 'o/1)Xi:JV. And that some
thing is here represented as once beginning, 
which continually perpetuates itself in the 
generation of men, appears from what 
Mani says in his letter to the virgin Menoch, 
cited in Augustin. opus imperfect. contra 
Julian. I. Ill. e. 174: Sicut auctor anima
rum Deus est, ita corporum auctor per con
cupiscentiam diabolus est, ut in viscatorio, 
(analogous to that former bait whereby the 
souls were bound to bodies,) per concupi
scentiam mulieris, unde diabolus aucupa
tur, etc. 

2 According to the Buddha doctrine, man 
is in this respect superior even to the gods, 
who enjoy a life of serene blessedness, en
during through many periods of the world j 
for, like all individual existence, so too the 

life of the gods must some time or other 
come to an end, while only in the Nirwana 
is to be found an eternal rest beyond all 
possible change. By the brief duration of 
his existence, and the multiform trials and 
sufferings which fall to his lot, man is ad
monished to strive after that higher end. 
But the gods, through default of such ad
monition, may easily be drawn away from 
that highest end, and become so fettered to 
their individual existence, which, however, 
is one of the changeable forms of the spir!t, 
as to forget to aspire to anything beyond It. 
To man, in this world of trials and con
flicts, various means are given of rendering 
himself, - by a series of meritorious works, 
actions conditioning destiny, - worthy of 
the Nirwana j but these opportunities IlrC 
wanting to the gods. See Schmidt's Es
says, above cited, vol. II. p. 37. 183~. . 

3 Operre pretium est, advertere, qUIa p~' 
rna anima, qure a Deo lumillis manaVlt, 
accepit fabricam istam corporis, u~ ea~ 
frreno suo regeret. Mani's words, m hIS 
letter to the virgin Medoch, in August. 
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original fountain of the kingdom of light, was therefore endowed with 
preeminent faculties. 

But the first man consisted, like each of his descendants, of two oppo
site elements, a soul still living in the full possession of its original pow
er, springing from and akin to the kingdom of light,l and a body derived 
fr?m the kingdom of darkness, with a soul in affinity to it, and the 
bl.md, material faculty of desire originating in the same principle - the 
WIld power of nature that resists the godlike, (the ..pVX1! uAo/,or.2) This 
element, affining to the kingdom of darkness, supplied a channel for 
the introduction of its influences. The powers of darkness must now 
Come to see how the light-nature, concentrating itself in man, became 
thereby more powerful; and they must resort still to the same artifices 
by which they sought at first to hold fast in their kingdom the element 
of light which had fallen down into it, in order to retain under the ban 
of their kingdom, this spirit concentrated in the human nature, which 
threatened to free itself from the bonds of matter, and to mount up
ward to its original fountain. Hence they must seek to draw him down, 
by every possible enticement, to the world. They invited man, as it is 
sJ:Ilbolically expressed, to partake of all the fruits of the trees of Par
adise. Only they would hinder him from eating of the tree of the 
k~o\Vledge of good and evil; that is, would suppress in him the con
SCl?USneSs of that which is in harmony with his true nature, and of that 
whiCh is in contradiction to it, - would make him worldly. Yet an 
an~el of light, or Christ himself, (the Spirit of the 'sun,) counteracted 
their artifices. This was the truth which was found in the narrative 
in Genesis concerning Paradise and the forbidden fruit, considered 
fro!ll the Manichean point of view. They believed that in the represen
ta~lO~ of that earliest record, they saw only the influence of the evil 
pnnclple, when the parts were reversed, and what should have been 
ascribed to the powers of darkness, was transferred to God, and what 
belo?ged to the Genius of light, applied to the serpent, the symbol of..;, 
Ahrlman.3 

1\US imperfect. ('~ Julian. lib. III. 9 186. 
'1'; ?C. opp. ed. Benedictin. P. II. f. 1122. 
.l:"al1s, 1690. 
( 1 Quasi de primm facta. flore subs tan tim, 
1 namely, lucis Dianm,) says Mani, in his 
etJer to a certain Patricius. L. c. 

h Baur. baa endeavored to show, that the 
ypothesls of two souls in man which can
~ ~e. demonstrated from tI;e words of 
d m himself to be a Manichean doctrine, 

oes not belong to the system It may be 
perhaps, that the expression'" two souls ,I 
IS something foreign to Manicheism' since 
rehording .to Mani's doctrine, soul; spirit: 
~ t, godlike, are identical notions But 
~Ie !hin~ itself, which the oppone~ts of 
h nmchel~m, from their oum point of view, 
ave dcsI~atcd with this name, the hy

pothegis of such a motive principle in allin
l~y with matter, the fountain of ginf111 de
Sires, agrees perfectly with the Manichean 
system. 

VOL. I. 42 

8 This view of the matter we must as
cribe to Mani, if we may venture to consid
er what is cited as spoken from the Maui
chean point of view, in the preface to the 
third book of Titus of Bostra against the 
Manicheans, towards the end, as containing 
the thouO'hts of Mani himself. At least, I 
can find ~othing therein, as Baur professes 
to do, which is incongruous with the oth~r 
ideas of Mani; but as I have unfolded It,
with a constant reference to Baur's objec
tions, it seems to me to agree perfectly well 
with this man's spirit and train of thought j 
althouO'h I allow, that it forms no necessa
ry me~ber of the Manichean system, and 
that possibly some later person m~y have 
thus expounded the record in Genesl~, con
templated from the Ma~ichean pomt of 
view. Moreover, Augustm fav~rs the sup
position that this was the M~mchean. doc
trine. (de Genesi contra MaUleheos, lIb..II. 
§ 39): Sic isti crcdunt, quod serpens ilie 
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When the powers of darkness saw their plots against the light-spirit 
concentrated in human nature, which they would hold captive by every 
possible charm within the bonds of nature, thus defeated, they made 
trial of another expedient. They seduced the first man, through his 
associate Eva, to abandon himself to the impulses of carnal desires, 
that by so doing he might prove faithless to his light-essence, and make 
himself a slave to nature. The consequence was, that the soul, which 
in its original powers should have risen to the kingdom of light, became 
divided by propagation, and was bound once more to a material body; 
so that the powers of darkness were enabled continually to repeat over 
what they had done in producing the first man. 

Since every thing depended on man's learning how to distinguish 
from one another the two opposite elements of his nature, and since, 
according to the Manichean system, it is the doctrine of man's origin, 
(anthropogony,) taken in connection with that of the -origin of the 
world, (cosmogony,) which clears up this point, ~lani taught that it 
was of the utmost importance to obtain a right understanding of these 
doctrines. Accordingly, in his" epistle of the foundation," he says: 
"Had it been given man to perceive clearly how the matter stood in 
relation to the origin of Adam and Eve, they would not have been sub
jected to a transitory existence and to death." And hence he writes 
to the virgin Menoch: 1 "~fay our God himself enlighten thy soul, and 
reveal to thee his justice, that thou art the fruit of a divine stock.2 

Even thou art become light, since thou hast known what thou wert 
before - from what race of souls thou art sprung; which race, inter
mixed with all bodies, is connected with numberless forms; for as souls 
are begotten of souls, so the bodily structure is composed of the corpo
real nature. What is born of the flesh, then, is flesh, and what is born 
of the spirit is spirit. But know, that the spirit is the soul- soul from 
soul, flesh from flesh." 3 He appealed to the practice of infant bap
tism - a practice, therefore, which must have already become general 
in the Persian church - as a proof that Christians themselves pre
supposed by their practical conduct the existence of such a stain in 
human nature. " I ask them," says he in the letter above cited,4 "is 
all sin actual sin? Why then does any individual receive the cleansing 
by water, before he has done a sinful act; since in himself considered 
he has contracted no guilt? But if he has contracted no guilt, and yet 
must be cleansed, then by this action they do of themselves bear wit
ness to the derivation from an evil stock; - yes, those very persons do 
so, whose fatuity keeps them from understandinO' what they say or what 
they imply in their own acts." 0 

qhristus fuerit, e~ Deum, nescio quem, gen 3 According to his system of light-eman
tIs tcnebrarum, Illud prreceptum dedi sse ation, Mani could make no distincti?t.t be
confingunt, tanquam invideret hominibus tween the Spirit of God and the sl!mt ~f 
seientiam boni et mali. man, - between spirit and soul. Th~s agnUl 

I Aug-nstin. opus imperfect. c. Julian. lib. coincided entirely with the Buddhalst doc-
ill. ~ 172. trine. . 

2 The revelation consists precisely in " Augustin. opus imperfect. c. Julian. lib. 
this, that man is brought to a consciousness III. § 187. 
of his light-nature. 
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. The light-nature concentrated in Adam is the fountain-head, from 
wQich all human souls are derived; but on account of its continual 
division and contamination by matter, the spirit has lost much of the 
original power which it had when it gushed fresh from the kingdom of . 
light. That original power of the free light-nature is what the law' pre
supposes, in order to its being fulfilled. "The law is holy," said 1\iani, 
"but it is a holy law for the holy soul; the commandment is just and 
good, - but it is so for the iust and good 8oul." 1 In another place,2 he 
says, "If we do good, it is not a work of the flesh, for the works of 
the flesh are manifest, Galat. 5 : 19; or if we do evil, it is not the 
work of the soul, for the fruit of the spirit is peace, joy. And the 
apostle to the Romans exclaims, 'The good that I would, that do I not; 
but the evil that I would not, that do I.' There you hear the voice of 
the struggling soul, defending her freedom against the slavery of lust; 
for she is pained that sin, that is, Satan, should work in her all manner 
of concupiscence. The authority of the law discovers to her its turpi
tude; by the authority of the law she is brought to the consciousness 
of evil- since it condemns the works of lust, which the flesh admires 
and prizes; for all the bitterness which is felt in renouncing lust, is 
sweet to the soul- it is that by which she is nurtured and grows vig
orous. In fine, the soul of that man who abstains from all the pleas
ures of lust, is wakeful, becomes mature and progressive; but by the 
gratifications of lust, the soul is wont to be enfeebled." 3 Now, to pro
Cure the final deliverance of his kindred nature, the soul, from the 
power of darkness, to quicken it anew, to give it the complete victory 
OVer the evil principle, and raise it upward to himself, it was necessary 
th~t the same Spirit of the Sun, which had thus far conducted the whole 
finmg-process of nature, and of the spiritual world, - both of which, 
according to the principles of Mani's system above explained, consti
tuted one whole, - should reveal himself in humanity.4 
. But there can be no communion between light and darkness. "The 
h~ht shines in the darkness," said Mani, explaining in accordance with 
!Us own views the words of St. John, "but the darkness comprehends 
It not. The Son of primeval light, the Spirit of the Sun, was incapa
b~e of entering into any union with a material body; he only clothed 
hl~self in a shadowy, sensible form, in order that he might be per
ceIVed by sensual men." "The Supreme Light," says he, in another 
fragment,5 " when it placed itself on a level with its own, being among 
material things, assigned to itself a body, although it is all of it but 
one nature." In defence of his Docetism he cited the fact, explained 
after his own arbitrary manner, that Christ, on a certain occasion when 

!L. c. § 186. cited in Alexander of Lycopolis, (~. 24,)
L. c. § 177. said, Christ as the vovr is Til DVTa rra~Ta. 

I~. tl~~~tin. opus imperfect. ~. Julian. lib. So too, in the Actis Thomre, p. 10: Kvp,'e, 
11 tv rruutv tJv, Kat Olep;rO/levor Ola rrav

• 4 Concerning the incarnations of the sun TUV /Cat eylCeip.EVOr rruut Toir rpyolr uov, 
~ the old oriental systems of religion, cons. Kat 'dtfJ TiJr 1i'lLVTUV evepye£ar tpavrpov/levor. 
2,reutzer's S,vrnbolik, last cd., vol. 11. p. 53, /) In the letter to a certain Adas or Addas. 
li7 .. It was wholly in accordance with the Fabricii Biblioth. grrec. ed. nov. Vol. VIL 

anlchean system, that the Manicheans, f.316. 
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the Jews would have stoned him, passed on untouched through the mul
titude; also, that Christ, at his transfiguration, appeared to the disci
ples in his true form of light.l Jesus assumed the title of Christ or 
Messiah only by a catachresis, in accommodation to the notions of the 
Jews.2 The prince of darkness sought to bring about the crucifixion 
of .J esus, not being aware that he was superior to all suffering; the 
crucifixion was, of course, a mere semblance. This seeming transac
tion symbolized the crucifixion of the soul,"sunk in matter, which the 
Spirit of the Sun would raise up to' itself. As the crucifixion of that 
soul which was dispersed through all matter, served but to accomplish 
the destruction of the kingdom of darkness, so much more was this the 
effect of the seeming crucifixion of the Supreme Soul. Hence Mani 
said, "The adversary, who was hoping to crucify the Saviour, the 
Father of the righteous, was crucified himself. What seemed to be 
done in this case is one thing; what was really done, another." 3 The 
Manichean theory, which represented the doctrine of Christ as a mere 
symbol, is clearly set forth in an apocryphal account of the travels of the 
apostles.'" During the agony on the cross, Christ appears to the 
afflicted John, and tells him that all this is done but for the sake of the 
lower populace 5 in Jerusalem. The human person of Christ noW 
vanishes, and instead of it aprears a cross of pure light, surrounded by 
a countless multitude of other forms, still representing, however, but 
one shape and one image, (a symbol of the various forms under which 
the soul manifests itself, although it is in truth but one and the same.) 
A divine voice, full of sweetness, issues from the cross, saying to him, 
'~The cross of light is, for your sakes, called sometimes the Word, 
sometimes Christ; sometimes the Door, sometimes. the Way; some
times the Bread, sometimes the Sun; sometimes the Resurrection, 
sometimes Jesus; sometimes the Father, sometimes the Spirit; some
times the Life, sometimes the Truth; sometimes Faith, and sometimes 
Grace." 

Siding with the advocates of an absolute Dualism among the Per
sians, Mani held the aim and purpose of the whole course of the world 
to be, not a reconciliation of the good and the evil principles - a sup
position which would have been at war with his whole theory - but a 
total separation of the light from the darkness, and the reductio!l of the 
latter to utter impotence. This was in accordance also with his Budd
haistic doctrine. Matter, after having been deprived of all its foreign 
light and life, was to be converted by fire into an inert mass.6 All 
souls were capable, by means of their light-nature, of participating in 
the redemption; but if they voluntarily surrendered themselves to the 

1 See the fragments from Mani's letters. Augustin. The words of the Manichean 
L.c. Faustus, Augustin. c. Faustum, lib. 3~: 

2 'R TOV XfU1TOV 1rpo(JTJyopia ovofla £(JTI. Crucis ejus mystica fixio. qua nostrre anI
ICaraXPTJ(JTlKOV. L. c. mre passionis monstrantur vulnera. 

8 From the epistola fundamenti, Euod. de i ITeptOOOl cl1T'O(JTOAc.JV. ConcH. Nic. n. 
fide, c. 28: Tnv ovvafllv TrW ~eiav lVTJPflo Actio V. ed. Mansi. T. XIII. f. 167. 
~al, tve(Jravpw~al T~ vAy. Alex. Ly 6 TifJ KaTc.J oxAftJ. 
copolit. c. 4: Christus in omni rnundo et 6 Tit. Bostr. I. c. 30. Alex. Lycopolit. 
omnianima crucifixus. Secundin. ep. ad c.5. 

http:cl1T'O(JTOAc.JV
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service of sin or darkness, they would, in punishment, be banished, at 
the general separation of the two kingdoms, to the dead mass of matter, 
and stationed there as a watch over it. On this point Mani, in his 
epistola fundamenti, expressed himself as follows: "The souls that have 
allowed themselves to be drawn, by the love of the world, away from 
their original nature of light; that have become enemies to the holy 
light, openly taken up arms for the destruction of the holy elements; 
that have entered into the service of the fiery spirit, and by their 
deadly persecution of the holy church,! and of the elect who are found 
therein,2 have oppressed the observers of the heavenly commandments, 
- these souls shall be precluded from -the blessedness and glory of the 
holy earth. And since they have allowed themselves to be overcome 
by evil, they shall continue to abide with this race of evil; so that the 
pe~ceful earth and those realms of immortality are shut against them. 
T~lS shall be their portion, because they have so devoted themselves to 
evil works as to become estranged from the life and freedom of the 
h?ly light. They will not be able, then, to find admittance into that 
kIngdom of peace, but shall be chained to that frightful mass (of mat
ter or darkness left to itself,) over which too there must needs be a 
watch. Thus these souls shall continue cleaving to the things they 
have !overl, since they did not separate themselves from them when it 
w~ tIme." 3 It is clear, that Mani did not entirely agree, in his doc
tnne of the last things, either with Buddhaism, or with the Zoroastrian 
or !he Christian system, but, by the fusion of the three, formed a pe
culIar theory of his own. 

In respect to the views of the Manicheans with regard to the sources 
of religious knowledge, they considered the revelations of the Paraclete, 
or. Mani, as the highest and only infallible authority, whereby every 
thIng. else was to be judged. They went on the principle, that ~Iani's 
doctrme embraced the absolute truths which enlighten the reason;
'W?atever did not accord with them was contrary to reason, wherever it 
llllght be found. They received in part, it is true, the scriptures of 
th~ New Testament. But judging them by that standard principle 
~hlch we have mentioned, they indulged in the most arbitrary criticism 
In applying them to point':! of doctrine or ethics.4 Sometimes they as
ser~ed that the original records of the religion had been falsified by 
varlO~S corruptions of the prince of darkness (tares among the wheat ;)5 
so:nc.times, that Jesus and his apostles had accommodated themselves to 
eXlstm.g Jewish opinions, with a view to prepare men gradually for the 
r~cepbon of the pure truth; sometimes, that the apostles themselves, 
~\ hen ~hey first appeared in the character of teachers, were entangled 
~n varloUs Jewish errors. Hence they concluded, that it was first by 
rho teachings of the Paraclete, men were enabled to distinguish the true 
rom the false matter in the New Testament. The ~fanichean Faustus 

!That is, the Manichean sect: 4 This was said of them already by Titus 
. h Persecution of the Bramins of the Man of Bostra, in the beginning of ~is third 
d~ eans, the Electi, was a. crime of peculiar book. 
~r"-d wholly in accordance with the orien- I> See above the similar principles of the 

1a eas of the priests. Cleme~tines r~specting the Old Testament. 
De fide, c. 4. 
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lays down the principles of Manicheism on this point, as follows:1 "Of 
the New Testament we take only what is said to the honor of the Son 
of glory, either by himself or by his apostles; and by the latter only 
after they had become perfect and settled in their faith. Of the rest, 
which was either said by the apostles in their simplicity and ignorance, 
while they were yet inexperienced in the truth; or inserted, with mali
cious design, by the enemy; or incautiously asserted by authors 2 and 
transmitted to posterity, - of all this we desire to know nothing. I 
mean, namely, such assertions as these, that he was born shamefully of 
a woman; that he was circumcised as aJew; that he offered sacrifices 
like a heathen; that he was moonly baptized, led into the wilderness 
and miserably tempted of the devil." These same Manicheans, who 
slavishly submitted their reason to all that Mani had uttered, as if it 
was a divine revelation, were zealous for the rights of reason, and would 
have themselves regarded as the only rational class, inasmuch as they 
only knew how to separate what was consistent with, from what was re
pugnant to reason in the New Testament. The Manichean Faustus 
says, to him that believes without inquiry whatever is contained in the 
New Testament: "Tlwu blind believer of everything, who banishest 
reason, that gift of nature, from humanity,. who make8t it a matter 
of conscience to decline Judging between the true and the false,. thou, 
art as afraid of separating the good from its opposite, as children are 
of a ghost /" 3 . 

The Manichean sect had a church constitution of their own, suited 
to the distinction of the esoteric and the exoteric in the old religions of 
Asia; - the two-fold mode of representation already described being, 
in truth, based on such a distinction existing within the sect itself. 
From what has been said, it is evident that Mani differed entirely from 
the majority of the founders of Gnostic sects. The latter wished to 
alter nothing in the existing Christian church; they were desirous only 
of introducing, in addition to the confession of faith for the ..pVXlIwt, a 
secret doctrine for the 7rVevp.arucot. Mani, on the other hand, would 
have himself regarded as a man of God, endowed with divine authority 
for the reformation of the entire church. He was for giving the whole 
church, which had become wholly degenerated,4 in his view, by the cor
rupt intermixture of Judaism with Christianity, a new shape. There 
was to be but one true Christian church, formed after the doctrines and 
principles of ~Iani. Within this church, there were to be two distinct 
grades. The great mass, consisting of the exoterics, were to constitute 
the Auditors. To them the writings of Mani might indeed be read, 
and his doctrines presented in their symbolical and mythical form;
but they were to receive no explanation of their inner meaning. It 
may be imagined, to what pitch of expectation the minds of these Audi
tors would be raised when these enigmatical, mysterious sounding things 

1 Apud Augustin. lib. XXXII. "Hence he called other Christians, not 
2 Namely, the authors of the gospels, who Christians, but Galileans. Fabric. Bibl. 

were not apostles. grrec. vol. VII. f. 316. 
8 Augustin. c. Faust. lib. XVIII. also lib. 

XI. 
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were set before them, and, as usually happens, they were hoping to find 
lofty wisdom in what was so obscure and unintelligible. The Esote
rics were the Elect or Perfect, 1 - the sacerdotal caste, the Brahmins 
of the Manicheans.2 They held a very important place, according to 
the Manichean doctrine, in the great refining process; they formed the 
link of transition between the earthly world, the circle of the metemp
sychosis, and the kingdom of light (between the world of Sansara and 
the Nirwana;) - they constituted the last stadium of the purification 
of the spirit in redeeming itself from the bondage of nature. Their 
mode of life must answer to the position which they thus held - utter 
estrangement from the world, in the Buddhaist sense, which was ap
plied to Christian asceticism. They were to possess no worldly prop
erty, but were bound to lead a strictly ascetic and contemplative life; 
to abstain from marriage, from all strong drinks, and from all animal 
food. They were to be distinguished for a holy innocence that shrunk 
~rom injuring any living thing, and religious reverence for the divine 
life which was diffused through all nature. They were not only to re
frain, therefore, from destroying or harming any animal, but even from 
pulling up an herb, or plucking a fruit or a flower. The whole round 
of their austere life was marked by three particulars, the signaculum 
oris, the signaculum manuum, and the signaculum sinus.3 The Audi
tors were to see that tiley should be provided with all that was neces
sary for their subsistence, and to reverence them as beings of a superior 
order. They should look upon them as their mediators, in direct com
munication with the kingdom of light. By their kindness to the Elect, 
the Auditors should enter into the companionship of their perfection; 
and the defects adhering to them in consequence of their less rigid life, 
would be made up by the merits of their superiors; - and among these 
defects were reckoned the neglecting to spare the life of animal or veg
etable, and the eating of flesh. The harm thus done was to be repaired 
~y their sharing their own means of subsistence with the Elect.4 The 
lmportance ~ttached by Buddhaism to the kind offices of the pious, 
shown towards the Buddhas who made their appearance in humanity, 
'\Vas transferred by the Manicheans to the kind offices shown by the 
AUditors to the Elect. And it was also according to the Buddhaist 
doctrine, that by repeated kind offices of this sort, shown in the differ
ent modes of human existence passed through by metempsychosis, one 
might gradually accumulate such a store of good works, as to arise at 
length to the dignity of a Buddha,ci 

From this sacerdotal class were chosen the presiding officers of the 

t 1 TiAetOv, according to Theodoretus, - a 4 To this Ephrrem Syrus refers, when he 
erm 'Yhich recurs once more among the accuses the Manicheans of bestowing abso
G~OShC Manichean sects of the middle age. lution in return for the bread given to them. 
th Faustus, quoted by Augustin, calls them See the extracts published by A. F. W. V!>D 

e sacerdotale genus. Wegner, in his work de Manichreorum m
i ; See, e. g., Augustinus de moribns Man dulgentiis, Lips. 1827, p. 69, et seq. 
u~ reornm, c. ]0, et seq. The word signac I) Compo Schmidt's Dissertation on the 
• Urn seems to me to denote here, not a thousand Buddhas in the Memoirs of the 

SIgn, but a seal, a means of safe keeping, as Academy of St. Petersburg. VI. series, 
~ tr:'nslation of the Greek ClIt>PU:Ylr;, applied, T. II. A. D. 1834, p. 88, etc. 
or mstance, to the rite of confirmation. 
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entire religious society. As Mani wished to have himself regarded as 
the Paraclete promised by Christ, so after Christ's example, he chose 
twelve apostles. This institution continued to exist; and twelve such 
persons, with the title of ~iagistri, had the government of the whole 
sect. At the head of these, was placed a thirteenth, who, as the leader 
of the sect, represented Mani. Subordinate to these, there were sixty
two bishops, answering to the sixty or sixty-two disciples of Jesus; 1 

and under these last were presbyters, deacons, and finally travelling 
preachers.2 . 

As to the mode of celebrating the sacrament of the 8upper among 
the Manicheans, it is a matter involved in much obscurity, owing to the 
fact that no credible account was known to exist about a transaction 
which was confined to the very secret assemblies of the Elect; for as 
the Auditors answered to the catechumens, and the Elect to the Fide
les in the dominant church, it is plain that the sacraments could be ad
ministered only among the Elect. The argument already alluded to, 
which Mani drew from the existing practice of infant baptism, has led 
some to suppose - though wrongly, as Mosheim has shown - they 
might infer the existence of the same practice among the Manicheans; 
but in that place, Mam is simply refuting his opponents by adducing 
their own practice in favor of a principle which that practice necessa
rily presupposed; yet without expressing any approbation of the prac
tice. And it may be a question whether Mani would not object to this 
sign, as a Jewish rite derived from John the Baptist.3 Perhaps from 
the first, no other form of initiation prevailed among the Manicheans, 
than the one which we afterwards meet with, in the middle age, among 
the kindred sect of the Catharists. But the celebration of the Lord' 8 

8upper was an ordinance that could be easily explained in accordance 

1 According to the well-known various 
reading. 

2 Augustin. de hoores. c. 32. 
3 From the words of the Manichean Fe

lix, lib. I. c. 19, ut quid baptizati sumus 1 
it cannot be proved, that the Manicheans 
looked upon baptism as a necessary cere
mony of initiation; for in this case too, the 
Manichean is employing rather the argu
mentum ad hominem; and very possibly 
he may have received baptism before he 
went over to the Manichean sect. Nor 
again can it in any wise be certainly inferred 
from the passage in the commonitorium, 
guomod.o sit agendum cum Manichoois, 
(found In the Appendix to the 8th yol. of 
the Benedictine edition of Augustine,) 
where a distinction is made between those 
Manicheans who, on cominO' over to the 

. Catholic church, were receiv~d amonO' the 
catechumens, and those who, having t:>been 
already baptized, were received among the 
~oonitentes, that bap~ism was a customary 
nte among the Mamcheans; and still less 
can it be inferred from the fact, that a dis
tinction of the same kind is made between 

the baptized and the unbaptized among the 
Elect themselves, who should come over to 
the Catholic church, that baptism was re
ceived by such of the Elect as chose it of 
their own free will; for here too the refer
ence may have been to such persons as, be
fore they joined the Manicheans, had been 
baptized in the Catholic church. Neither 
does it in any wise follow from the passage 
in Augustin, de moribus ecclesiro, c. 35, 
where he represents the Manicheans as ob
jecting to the Catholic Christians, that the 
fideles et jam baptizati lived in the state of 
marriage, and in the family relation, pos
sessing and managing worldly propert!, 
that there were amonO' the Elect a certmn 
class of persons volu~tarily baptized, who 
were alone bound under an inviolable vow, 
to a strictly ascetic life; for the fideles and 
baptizati - both terms being exactly sy
nonymous - answer generally here to. t~e 
Electi among the Manicheans. MoshClm s 
distinction, therefore, between baptized and 
unbaptized Electis, which in itself is not a 
very natural one, appears to be altogether 
arbitrary. 
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with the principles of their mystical philosophy of nature.! Augustin, 
while he was a Manichean Auditor, had learned that the Elect cele
brated the Lord's supper; but about the particular mode in which it 
was observed, he knew nothing.2 It is only certain, that the Elect 
drank no wine. Whether, like the Encratites, the so called voporrapa
errara" they used water instead of wine, or if not, what else they did, it 
is impossible to say. As a token of recognition, the Manicheans were 
used to give each other the right hand whenever they met, thus show
ing their common deliverance from the kingdom of darkness by the 
right hand of the redeeming Spirit of the Sun - the same act having 
been repeated in their own case as in that of their heavenly father, 
the original man, when, on the point of sinking into the kingdom of 
darkness, he was rescued by the right hand of the living spirit.3 

As festival8, the Manicheans celebrated the Sunday of every week, 
not on account of its reference to the resurrection of Christ, which 
would have been inconsistent with their Docetism, but as a day conse
crated to the Sun, which was in fact their Christ.4 On this day they 
fasted, - contrary to the practice of the dominant church. The Christ
mas festival of the church was, of course, not in harmony with the 
Manichean Docetism. If occ.asionally, as Augustin reports, they 
conformed to the practice of the dominant church in celebrating the 
festival of Easter; yet we may easily suppose, that this festival would 
be of but little interest to them, as they were unaffected by those feel
ings which rendered the day so sacred to other Christians. So much 
the greater respect did they pay to the festival in honor of the martyr
dom of their master, Mani, which fell in the month of March. It was 
called (3iipa, (suggestus, cathedra,) the feast of the tribune or pulpit,
the feast in remembrance of the divinely enlightened teacher. A gor
geous pulpit, ascended by means of five steps, symbolizing perhaps the 
five elements, and decorated with costly drapery, was on this occasion 
placed in the hall, where they assembled. To this all the Manicheans 
paid obeisance, prostrating themselves on the ground after the custom 
of the East.6 

As it concerns the moral character of the Manichean sect, it is im
possible, with the scanty information we possess respecting its early fol
lower8, to give any just account of a matter in which the different peri
ods in the history of a sect should be so carefully distinguished. It 
can only be said, that Mani aimed at a strict system of morals; but 
without doubt the mystical language of the sect, which occasionally 
yerges to immodesty, might, in the case of the uneducated, tend to 
Introduce a sensuous fanaticism dangerous to good morals. 

Already, when the Manicheans began first to make progress in the 
Roman empire, a violent persecution broke out against them. As a 
sect which had sprung up in the Persian empire, then at war with the 

1 In accordance with the idea, that the 4 Besides many other places, compo Au
fruits of the earth represented the Son of gustin. c. Faustum, lib. XVIII. c:?: Vos 
man crucified in nature. See above. in die, quem dicunt solis, solem cohtl~. 

2 Augustin. contra. Fortunatum lib. I. 6 Augustin. contra cp. fundamentt, C. 8 ; 
Appendix. c. Faustum lib. XVIII. c. 5. 

3 Disputat. Archeim. c. 7. 
VOL. I. 43 
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Romans, and in some sense allied to the Parsic'religion, they were an 
object of peculiar hatred to the Roman government. The Emperor 
Dioclesian, A. D. 296, issued a law against the sect (cited already in 
the firs~ section of this history) condemning its leaders to the stake, 
and punishing its adherents, if they belonged to the common order, 
with decapitation and the confiscation of their property.! 

TIl. IJoctrine of the Oatholic Ohurch, as it proceeded to form itself in 
opposition to the Seets. 

A. 	 Genetic Development of the Church TheolOfl!! generally. Character of tlie several individ
ual tendencies of the religious and dogmcitw spirit, which had special influence on it. 

Having thus far considered the different tendencies of the heretical 
element as it grew up out of the reaction of ante-Christian principles, 
we now proceed to inquire how the movement of the church theology 
generally, and in its several particular modifications, was affected by 
these various forms of opposition. If it was the case in the heresies, 
that the unity of Christianity came to be split up into too many oppo
site theories, each excluding the other; the movement of the church 
theology was, on the other hand, distinguished, it is true, by the circum
stance, that the unity of the Christian consciousness here asserted 
itself much more strongly, and hence men were less exposed to run 
into such direct oppositions of doctrine; but even here, owing to the 
strong propensity in man's nature to fall into one extreme or the 
other, the higher, comprehending unity had to resolve itself into oppo
sitions of a subordinate kind - oppositions which remained grounded, 
indeed, in the essence of Christianity, but which might approach, how
ever, on one side or the other, either to the position of Judaism, or of 
its opposite, Gnosticism. "Vhen the church had once established itself 
on an independent footing, the less it was obliged to defend its princi

1 The edict contains, in its style of thought 
and language, every internal mark of au
thenticity. It is scarcely possihle to ima
gine by whom and for what purpose such an 
edict could have been forged in this partic
ular form. Had it been the intention of 
some Christian to fabricate an edict of this 
sort, with a view to excite following empe
rors to persecute the Manicheans, he would 
not have chosen Dioclesian certainly j and 
~tillle~s would he have put such language 
mto hiS mouth. ThouO"h the later Chris
tians had much that w~ analoO"ous to the 
older pagan way of thinkinO" ab~ut a domi
nant religion handed down from the fathers 
y~t a Christian ~vould ~ever have expressed 
himself after thiS peeuhar fashion. 

What .is there to forbid supposing that 
the Mamcheans had extended themselves 
even thus early, to proconsular Africa sinc~ 
the Gnostic~ ~ad alr~ady paved the w~y for 
them, and It IS certam that the Manicheans 
early spread themselves in these countries 
and since the chronological dates connected 
with the early history of this sect. are so 
uncertain 1 If the law reads: "si qui sane 

etiam honorati aut cujuslibct dignitatis vel 
majoris personal ad hanc sectam se transtu
lerunt," - it does not necessarily follow from 
this, that the Emperor had certain informa
tion of the spread of the doctrines of this 
sect among persons of the highest rank j and 
in the next place, it would be no singular 
matter, considering the prevalent rage at 
that time among people of rank, - a class 
ever prone to seize on any thing which 
would distinguish their religion from that 
of other people, - for theurgical specula
tions, and for searching after higher expla
nations respecting the world of spirits, that 
a mysterious and high-pretending- scheme 
of faith like this, should meet among them 
with a welcome reception. The argumen
tum e silentio is, for the rest, very unsafe 
in historical criticism, unless supported by 
other considerations j and the fact that the 
older fathers make no mention of a law by 
Dioclesian, directed particularly against the 
Manicheans, may be very easily accounted 
for. Yet this law is referred to by the Hila
ry who wrote a commentary on St. Paul's 
epistles. In ep. II. Timoth. ill. 7. 
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pIes in the struggle with Judaism, and the more it had to assert them 
in the conflict with Gnosticism, the more easily might it happen that a 
Jewish element would be imperceptibly introduced into the theological 
spirit; and that too, without being communicated from without, but by 
spontaneously springing up within, as we observed it to do in the his
tory of the church constitution and of Christian worship. Gnosticism, 
again, might be attacked in two different ways; either in a way of un
compromising hostility, which refused to recognize in it a single ele
ment of truth, and which hence would be liable itself to run into some 
opposite extreme of error; or in such a way as to leave room for admit
ting, that along with the error there was also a fundamental truth,
that t~ere was at bottom a true spiritual need, which was only seeking 
its proper satisfaction, and must find it in Christianity. And, in truth, 
Gnosticism could be effectually vanquished only in this latter way; only 
by separating in it the true from the false. and presenting something 
whereby the spiritual need, the failure to recognize and satisfy which 
had called Gnosticism into existence or promoted its spread, might find 
itself met and answered. Yet there was at the same time great 
danger that, in the very effort to seize and appropriate whatever of 
truth there was in Gnosticism, some of its errors might also be uninten
tionally included. 

The two main tendencies of the theological spirit here denoted, cor
respond to the two tendencies which necessarily belong together in the 
Christian process of transforming the world - but of which either one 
or the other is ever wont to predominate; - the world-resisting and the 
world-appropriating tendency of the Christian mind. The undue pre
dominance of either one of these is, in truth, attended with its own pe
culiar dangers. In connection with this stands another antithesis. 
~hristianity is based upon a supernatural revelation; but this revela
bon would be appropriated and understood by the organ of a reason 
which submits to it; since it is not destined to remain a barely outward 
~hing to the human spirit. The supernatural element must be owned 
III its organic connection with the natural, which in this finds its full 
measure and complement. The fact of redemption has for its very 
aim, indeed, to do away the schism between the supernatural and the 
natural; - the fact of God's becoming man is in order to the humani
z~tion of the divine, and the deification of the human. Hence there 
WIll ever be springing up two tendencies of the theological spirit, cor
responding, as must be evident, to the two just now described, and of 
whIch the one will feel itself impelled to understand and represent the 
supernatural element of Christianity in its oppqsition to, the other, the 
same element in its connection with, the natural: the one will seek to 
apprehend the supernatural and supra-rational element as such; the 
other will strive to apprehend the same in its harmony with reason and 
nature, - to present the supernatural and supra-rational to conscious
ness, as that which is still conformed to nature and to reason. Thus 
there comes to be formed a predominanc.e of the supernaturalist or 
of the rationalist element, both of which should meet together in 
order to a sound and healthy development of Christian doctrine ; while 
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from the predominance of the one or the other of these elements, oppo
site dangers arise. 

It is very easy to see, that although Christian science must have its 
root in faith, and grow up out of the interest of faith, and although faith, 
which ought to receive into itself and animate all the powers of the 
human spirit, must seek to create a scientific understanding out of it
self, yet according to the proportion in which one or the other of these 
interests predominates, one or the other of these tendencies will be 
formed; and hence we must proceed in the first place to inquire, how 
the matter stood in this respect under the given circumstances and con
ditions of the national life and intellectual culture prevailing in the 
period which is the subject of our consideration. 

The first thing that presents itself to our notice here will be, the differ
ence between the two great individualities of national character, out of 
which proceeded the civilization of those times, - the Greek and the 
Roman. In the Greek predominated the activity of the intellect,
the scientific, speculative element. Greece was, in fact, the birth-place 
of philosophy. The Roman character, on the other hand, was less mo
bile. It was more fixed and inclined to be tenacious of old usages;
its tendency was to the practical. Both these mental characteristics 
will mark the peculiar shaping of Christian doctrine and theology,
will in different circumstances operate favorably or unfavorably on the 
process of their development; since both these individualities of char
acter correspond to the peculiar main tendencies above described; and 
it was most desirable, that they should so act as mutually to balance 
and check each other. Alexandria, the principal seat of philosophical 
culture, where a philosophy most nearly akin to the religious element, 
viz. the Platonic, then held the supremacy; where, at a still earlier 
period, we saw growing up a Jewish philosophy of religion, gave birth 
also in these centuries, by the blending of Grecian elements of culture 
with Christianity, to a tendency which sought to present the new mat
ter given by revelation in harmony with the previous development of 
reason. But from the school of John, in Asia Minor, there had gone 
forth a tendency, which was opposed to the speculative caprice of the 
Gnostics, and which sought faithfully to preserve and hold fast the pe
culiar,. fundamental doctrines of Christianity, so as to secure them 
against all corruptions. And this tendency it was, which Iremeus, 
who had been educated in Asia Minor, in the school of those venera
ble presbyters, the disciples of the Apostle John, - transplanted to 
the West. This Father, distinguished for the sobriety of his practical, 
Christian spirit, posses~ed of a peculiarly sound and discriminating 
tact in determining what was of practical moment in all doctrines, pro
foundly penetrated with a sense of the grandeur of God's works and 
of the limited compass of the human understanding, perseveringly 
opposes the humility of knowledge to the arrogant pretensions of Gnos
tic speculation, and forms the link of connection betwixt the church of 
Asia Minor and that of Rome, - representing in himself what. was 
common to them both. But as in the Roman spirit, the practical 
church interest was so absQrbing as to leave no room for the scientific, 
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the West was in want of an organ whereby the spint which prevailed 
there could scientifically express itse~f. Such an organ was supplied 
by the church of N urth Africa, in a man who united in himself the ele
ments of the Roman and of the Carthaginian character- in Tertullian. 
Wanting the chaste sobriety of mind· for which Irem£us was distin
guished, Tertullian, though a foe to speculation, yet could not resist the 
impulses of a profound speculative intellect; and to the devout practi
cally Christian element he united a speculative one, - destitute, how
ever, of the regular logical form, - which continued for a long time to 
operate through various intermediate agencies in the Western church, 
until it finally impregnated the mind of that great teacher of centu
ries, Augustin, in whom Tertullian once more appears under a transfig
ured form. A great impression was made on the peculiar temperament 
of Tertullian by the remarkable phenomenon which sprung out of the 
very midst of that spiritual tendency of Asia Minor we have already 
described, and which we may designate as the extreme of the anti-Gnostic 
position. We mean Montanism. As this forms one of the essential 
elements in his peculiar cast of mind, so it was by him that the princi
ples which lie at the basis of this system were systematically deter
mined, and thereby made to have an influence on the history of 'Vest
ern theology. To this important phenomenon we must now direct our 
attention. 

We should but poorly understand this product growing out of the 
developing-process of the church in the second century, if we consid
ered the personal character of the founder, by whom the first impulse 
Was given, as the main cause of all the succeeding effects. Montanus 
Was hardly a man of sufficient importance, to entitle him to be placed 
a~ the head of any new and grand movement. If an uneducated indi
VIdual, who displays the characteristic spirit of the Phrygian race, 
under the impulse of a fanatical excitement, produced by his appear
ance great effects, yet these effects beyond question far exceeded the 
Ineasure of this individual. A Tertullian, as being the person by whom 
Such a spiritual tendency was systematically defined, would assume 
here a more important place. Nor were there any new spiritual ele
Inents, which were here freshly called to life; but only a nucleus was 
furnished for elements long before existing, - a point of attachment, 
around which these clements would gather. Tendencies of mind, 
which were scattered about through the whole church, would here con
ve:ge together. Thus ~font3.nism points out to us kindred elements 
~XlSting everywhere already; and for this very reason it was that the 
l~pulse, once given, could produce such great and general movements; 
~mce the way had already been prepared for them in the course of the 
Inner development of the church itself. Yet while we are careful not 
to overrate the importance of Montanus, we should also guard against 
the error of allowing him none at all.1 'Vithout the impulse given .by 
Montanus, this whole movement, which produced such a stir and eXCIte

1 As is done with a fantastic sort of ex- extremely deficient, is sufficiently accredited 
nggeratiotl, when persons, whose real exist- hy history, are represented as mlthical per
cnce, though our knowledge of them is sonifications of g~neral tendencIes. 

43· 
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ment in the minds of men, and which we may admit cannot be 
explained from his influence alone, would by no means have arisen. 
Let us in the first place, then, cast a gla.nce at the process of church 
development to which 1\fontanism attached itself, and at the general 
tendencies of mind which were grounded in and which are represented 
by it; and then we may proceed to a nearer examination of the person 
of the author, and of the effects which proceeded from him. 

Christianity forced its way among mankind, in the first place, as a 
supernatural power; and as such a power it originally presents itself 
also in the character of its effects. The immediateness of inspiration 
was then more strongly marked than in the later times; - those gifts 
of supernatural healing; those gifts of speaking with tongues, of proph
ecy; those effects which suddenly displayed themselves after baptism
such were the signs of the new creation which had seized on human 
nature. But this opposition between the supernatural and the natu
ral was not to last always, but to be overcome by the progressive devel
opment of Christianity. To bring about the harmonious union of the 
supernatual and the natural was its ultimate aim; as to remove the 
discordance which has its ground in sin, was to be the end of the re
demption in its further unfolded effects. The new, divine power, which 
in its outward manifestations had just shown itself as an immediat~ one, 
was to enter into the circle of human instrumentality, and gradually 
appropriate to itself those natural organs and means which were not as 
yet given to it on its first appearance. The Apostle Paul had indeed 
alluded to such an aim, when he admonished Christians to estimate the 
charismata, not by the extraordinary and supernatural appearances 
which more prominently marked their effects, but, on the contrary, by 
the degree in which the natural in them was permeated by the super
natural, and in which the form of working of the supernatural was one 
that grew out of the natural course of development; and he distin
guished above all others the charismata of Gnosis and of Didascalia, as 
those which were most required for the edification of the church. Ac
cordingly, - as we remarked in the first section, - those extraordi
nary effects of the divine power, which was to be the dominant element 
of culture for human nature, continally diminished; and the existing 
natural culture began to be turned more and more in the direction of 
Christianity and to be attracted by it. Now, on the boundary between 

. these two periods of development, sprang up a reaction, which opposed 
this natural change required by Christianity, and which would hold 
fast the form which was the first to appear in the working of Christian
ity, as the perfect and the abiding one. That which opposed itself to 
the healthy and natural course of development, must necessarily be a 
morbid action. The enthusiasm which surrendered itself' to such a 
tendency, must degenerate into fanaticism. 

It may be gathered from what has been said, that since :Montanism 
opposed itself to that union and conciliation of the supernatural with 
the natural, which Christianity in its progressive development required 
and prepared the way for, it would partially hold fast to the supernat
ural as contradistinguished from the natural. The supernatural~ the 
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divine, presented itself here to the religious consciousness as an irre.. 
sistible agency, which left no room for the human individuality of char· 
acter to thrive in free, independent development. Hence, from this 
point of view, the ecstatic element was reckoned as belonging to the 
essence of genuine prophecy; - the human consciousness must retire 
wholly out of the way, where the voice of the divine Spirit caused 
itself to be heard. The human soul was to stand to this informing 
Spirit only in the relation of an altogether passi:ve organ; as Montanus 
characteristically remarked, God alone is awake, the man sleeps. The 
soul stands in the same passive relation to the divine, informing 
agency, as the lyre to the instrument (the plectrum) with which it is 
played. l Here, too, in what Montanism introduced, there was nothing 
new. This notion of inspiration had long been familiar to the Jews; 
as we may see in the case of the Alexandrian legend about the verbal 
agreement' of the ~eventy interpreters, in their independent transla
tions of the Old Testament. But such a form of inspiration is much 
better suited to the legal position of the Old Testament, which assumes 
this separation between the divine and the human, than to that of the 
New Testament, which aims at a union between the two, grounded in the 
redemption: But when this, however, was now prominently set forth as 
something belonging to the perfection of the Christian system, as some
thing requisite for the guida~ce and growth of the church, a foreign 
element was introduced, and 'the natural process of development, 
grounded in the church itself, and the spirit which quickens it, could 
not thereby be promoted, but must on the contrary be disturbed and 
hindered. Through such workings of the Parac1ete promised by Christ, 
~uch revelations of the prophets and prophetesses, uttering themselves 
~ those states of ecstacy, the church was to be ever conducted onward 
ln its development, till it attained to its final consummation. We 
should not fail to remark, that Montanism was driven to this one-sided 
Supranaturalism, by a polemical opposition which had its ground in a 
genuinely Christian interest against two aberrations of the Christian 
spirit. . Opposing itself, on the one hand, to the introduction of foreign 
speculations in the Gnosis, it would secure the pure Christian doctrine 
from this source of corruption; c while, on the other hand, it resisted a 
~etrified, traditional element, which allowed no room. for any progres
SlVe development of the church life, but was for confimng down every
thing in fixed and unalterable forms. . 

As it regards, however, the first designated opposition, it passed 
Over into a tendency hostile to all culture, to all art and science. 
And, in virtue of this opposition to all the mediating activity of reason, 
the resistance also to the stiff and rigid church tendency must take a 
:wrong direction. Montanism would tolerate no pause, no still-stand; 
It required a progressive development, from the foundation of that un
changeable Christianity contained in the common tradition of· all the 
churches, to the mature age of manhood. But as it had no confidence 

• 1 Thus Tertullian c.onsidered the amen- sanly connected with the divino. virtnte 
tia, the excidere sensu, as something neccs- obumbmri. 
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in the power of the spirit,· regenerated and enlightened by Christianity, 
to unfold the contents of Christian truth to ever clearer consciousness, 
and to form the life more and more in accordance thereto; as it dis
dained the instrumentality of reason, which was appointed to admin
ister, by its own peculiar activity, the treasure imparted to it from 
above, nothing else remained but to assume, that Christianity must be 
continually integrated and perfected by means of extraordinary reve
lations continually accruing from without, in relation to which the 
human mind was to remain in a state altogether passive. Thus, a one
sided supranaturalism, which failed duly to acknowledge the effects of 
the redemption in converting the mind, when restored to communion 
with God, once more into an organ for divine things, must be driven to 
deny the adequacy of the divine word bestowed on the church for its 
guidance in knowledge and life, because it lacked the organ requisite 
for understanding and for applying, for working over and digesting 
the included truth therein delivered. A perfectibility of Christianity 
was maintained, after a way which disparaged the work of Christ. 
Thus, one-sided supranaturalism led to the same result as one-sided 
rationalism. 

Now,. that which was to be superadded from without, in order to the 
perfecting of the Christian life, but did not proceed of itself from the 
regular development of the Christian principle, could, under the name of 
perfecting, really exert no other than a checking and corrupting influence. 
The perfection had reference to the introduction of a mor:e rigid asceti
cism; and in this respect too, we see in Montanism the one-sided appear
ance of a tendency of the Christian life, which had long since existed, 
pushed to its extreme. 1\'Iultiform new positive precepts were to be im
posed on the church by the new revelations of the Paraclete. But Chris
tianity does, in fact, distinguish itself from Judaism by the very circum
stance, that it substitutes the law of the Spirit in place of the imperative 
letter, and has made an end of all positive commandments, through that 
love which is the fulfilling of the law. A great deal in the new precepts 
of Christ which the sermon on the mount contains, was, in the first 
centuries, less perfectly understood, because men did not refer these 
precepts to the one whole of the new law, grounded in love, and iden
tical with the essence of the Christian life itself, but regarded them as 
isolated, positive precepts. The free development of the Christian spirit 
was destined continually to suppress everything positive, by the progres
sive identifying of it with itself (Verinnerlichung). But Montanism, on 
the contrary, was for holding fast the positive as something permanent, 
and by adding to which the church was to be perfected. Accordingly, 
the spirit of Montanism, by itself, without the aid of any outward in
fluences, broughh back the Jewish legal position. By this, however, 
we are not in the least degree warranted to suppose that Ebionitism 
had any influence on the development Qf Montanism; since the latter 
much rather made it a point to bring distinctly to view, and carry out, 
whatever there was new and peculiar, whereby Christianity differed 
from the Old-Testament position; and this end, the new epoch of de
velopment, introduced by the revelations of the Paraclete, was to sub
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serve. Without meaning to do so, Montanism grazed upon a Jewish 
element, which, with consciousness and design, it would directly com
bat; and, in like manner, by suppressing the Christian clearness and 
sobriety of understanding through the ecstatic trance, it encouraged 
the intermingling of excited and rapturous feelings with the develop
ment of the divine life, and thereby grazed on the Pagan position, as 
we shall afterwards have occasion more particularly to observe. 

The movement of which we speak, took its beginning from a Phry
gian by the name of Montanus, who lived in the village of Ardaban, 
on the boundary-line between Phrygia and Mysia. The characteris
tics of the old Phrygian race are displayed in his mode of conceiving 
Christianity, and in the shape which the -zeal of the new convert as
sumed. In the nature-religion of the ancient Phrygians, we recognize 
the character of this mountain race, inclined to fanaticism and su
perstition, easily credulous about magic and ecstatic transports; and 
We cannot be surprised to find the Phrygian temperament which dis
played itself in the ecstacies of the priests of Cybele and Bacchus, 
exhibiting itself once more in the ecstacies and somnambulisms of the 
Montanists. 

Montanus belonged to the class of men in whom the first glow of 
conversion begat an uncompromising opposition to the world. We 
should remember that he lived ~ a country where the expectation that 
the church should finally enjoy on the theatre of its sufferings, the 
earth itself, previous to the end of all things, a millennium of victorious 
dominion - the expectation of a final millennial reign of Christ on 
earth, (the so-called Chiliasm,) particularly prevailed; and where vari
Ous pictures of an enthusiastic imagination, representing the character 
o.f this approaching kingdom, were floating among the people. l The 
tIme in which he appeared - either during those catastrophes of nn
t~re which led to the tumultuary attacks of the populace on the Chris
tIa~,2 or during the bloody persecutions of the Emperor ~Iarcus Au
relius s - was altogether suited to promote such an eXCltement of 

1 In Phrygia, Fapias of Hierapolis had 
certai~Iy lived and labored, and many pas
s~e~ 10 the Pseudo-Sibylline books contain 
a IUslOns to Phrygia. There is no existing 
reason whatever for supposing. with Lon
guerue and Blondel, that Montanus or any 
Montanists were themselves the authors of 
;,uch p~ssages; for nothing- at all is to be 
~h!ld In those Pseudo-Sibylline writings 

l.ch belongs to the peculiar ideas of Mon
LhUlsm. \Ve are led rather to recognize in 
t h!bthe same peculiar Phrvgian spirit, ofWlC Montanism is also· the reflection. 
. hen We find the mount Ararat transferred 
nh these writings to Phrygia, we perceive 

Iiere t~e same partiality of the Phrygians 
blti
or 

the oldest 
theIr own .country, which they held to 

lU the world, as is shown by 
ontan~s in fixing upon the village of 

~epu~a, lU ~hrygia, as the destined seat of 
~ mt1lenOlai kingdom. 

- See Vol. I. p. 104. 

8 There are no distinct and wen-authenti
cated facts from which it is possible to form 
a certain conclusion as to the time of Mon
tanus' first- appearance. From tho nature of 
the case, however, the first beginning of a 
movement of this kind scnrcelv admits of 
being distinctly fixed. Eusebius~ in his 
Chronicle, states the year 171 as the time 
when Montanns first appeared. But, as
Imming that the Roman bishop who was 
induced bv Praxeas to excommunicate the 
Montanists, ,vas not Victor, but Anicetus,
the reasons for which opinion I have given 
in my work on Tertullian, p. 486, - it 
would follow, that l\{ontanns had already 
made his appearance, in the life-time of the 
Roman bishop Anicetus, who die~ A. D. 
161. Apollonius, cited by Eus.ebms, (V. 
18,) and Epiphanius, both speak m f!\vor of 
the earlier date. The latter fixes the ap
pearance of Montanus in about the year 
157. 
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feeling, and such a direction of the imagination. It was precisely at 
this time, that the violent controversy arose between the speculative 
Gnostics and the advocates of the ancient, simple doctrine. A great 
deal was said about the corruptions with which Christianity was threat
ened. All this would naturally work on the mind of the Phrygian 
convert, inclined already by temperament to a high-wrought enthusi
asm. And we should observe, moreover, that he lived in a period 
which has already been more fully described as the boundary epoch 
between two stadia in the development of the Christian church. 

He fell into certain states of ecstatic transport, in which, no longer 
master of his own consciousness, and made the blind organ, as he fan
cied, of a higher spirit, he foretold, in oracular, mystical expressions,! 
the approach of new persecutions; exhorted the Christians to a life of 
more rigid austerity, and to an undaunted confession of their faith; 
extolled the blessedness of the martyr's crown, and charged the faith
ful to stake everything in order to win it. He announced the judg
ments impending over the persecutors of the church, the second com
ing of Christ, and the approach of the millennial reign, the happiness 
of which he set forth in the most attractive colors. Finally, he claimed 
to be considered as a prophet sent of God in behalf of the whole 
church, as an inspired reformer of the whole church life. The Chris
tian church was to be elevated by him to a higher stage of practical 
perfection. A loftier system of Christian morals, befitting its maturity, 
was to be revealed through him; he appealed to Christ's promise, that 
he would, by the Holy Ghost, make known things which the men of 
those times were not yet in a condition to understand. He believed 
himself to be called also to give new expositions of the doctrine of 
faith, which were to serve for the cl~aring up of the disputed points 
most agitated in those districts, and for the defence of those doctrines 
against the objections of heretics. 

It is probable that different epochs should be distinguished in the 
history of lVlontanus. The ready sympathy with which, in that ex
cited period, what he delivered as revelations from above was received, 
contributed, doubtless, to urge him continually onward, till he attrilr 
uted to himself a higher mission than he may have thought of claiming 
in the outset; and moreover the point-blank opposition which he after
wards met with from other quarters, served to increase his enthusiasm. 
But our information is too inadequate, to enable us to separate and 
distinguish these several epochs with any degree of accuracy. In 
connection with Montanus, there were two women, Prisca or priscilla, 
and Maximilla, who claimed also to be regarded as prophetesses. 

We will now proceed to a more detailed account of Montanism, as a 
tendency stamped and characterized by distinct principles and doc
trines. We mean that tendency of spirit, as it began with Montanus, 
developed .itself still farther, down to the time of Tertullian, and became 
reduced by him to the form of a system. 

1 Zevor/>CJviaL. A contemporary writer ),A(jereraL. Plutarch on the ancient oracles, 
cited in Eusebius, I. V. c. 16, uses the term de Pyth. orac. c. 24. 
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We have seen that the fundamental principie of 1\:Iontanism was Do 
one-sided supranaturalizing element, which placed the spirit in an alto
gether passive relation to the divine influence. This principle appeared 
most strongly prominent in the first gusts of religious feeling in Mon
tanus and his prophetesses; and the approximation to the Old-Testar
ment position, introduced by this principle, is more clearly discernible 
in the earliest Montanistic oracles, than in the later forms which Mon
tanism assumed; for in the outset the whole discourse was of God the 
Almighty, not of Christ or the Holy Spirit. As the Almighty ruled 
alone in the prophet's soul, and his own self-consciousness retired 
back, God therefore spoke from the soul of the prophet, of which He 
took entire possession, as if in His own name. Accordingly, it is as
serted, in one of these oracular sayings of 1\:Iontanus: "Behold! the 
man is as a lyre, and I sweep over him as a plectrum. The man 
sleeps, and I wake. Behold! it is the Lord, who estranges the souls 
of men from themselves, and gives men souls." 1 So, in another orar
cle: "I am the Lord, the Almighty God, who take up my abode in 
man: 2 lam neither an angel, nor a messenger; but I am come as the 
Lord himself, God the Father." Also, in a prophecy of ~lontanus's 
associate, Maximilla, there is as yet no distinct mention of the Holy 
Spirit or the Paraclete; but the Spirit, vindicating himself from the 
objection that he set men beside themselves, declares, ,;, I am chased 
as a wolf from the midst of the flock. I am no wolf; I am word, and 
spirit, and power." 3 This supranaturalizing principle, expressing itself 
more after a form of the Old than of the New Testament, was, to all ap
pearance, consistently adhered to by the l\'Iontanistic tendency, as it 
first presented itself, in this respect also, that the new prophets did not 
p~omise a progressive development of the church, in the sense of one 
which was to proceed from the new revelations delivered to them; but 
announced that which should bring to a close the whole thread of 
earthly development. They hint at the near approach of a new order 
o! things, the final separation which was to be brought about by Christ 
himself, and the millennial kingdom to be set up by him on the earth. 
Maximilla is said to have declared expressly, "After me no other 
prophetess shall arise, but the end shall come." 4 The God who had 
determined to bring about the great judgment, called on the faithful 
bY.his voice in the new prophets, to prepare themselves -for it by Do 

stncter life, so that the Lord, at his' second coming, which was 
ne,ar at hand, might find them well provided and waiting. With 
thIS expectation of the approaching end of the world, stood intimately 
connected the contempt of life and of all earthly things, to which the 
new spirit of the prophets called men. . 

But. though many of the predictions of the new prophets were not 

• 1 'Ido~. aviJp(,nro, cJue2 ').vpa, K{1ycJ T:TrTapaL 8 'Pijpa EIp'l, Kal TrVEvpa, Ka2 ovvapt,. See 
L)Ue21rA.?!KTpOV. '0 uv-8p(J1rO' KOLpaTaL, Kr,iycJ Euseh. 1. V. c. 16. . 
YP7JY?P(J. '1001>, KvpLtk EUTLV 6 EKUrCW(JV 4 The words are cited in Epiphamus: 
~ap,ata, uv-8PcJTr(Jv Ka2 oulo1>, Kapala, av-. MeT' lpe 1rPOrpi/Tt, ollKin tUTat, aAAu l1VV

P~1I'0Lr. 	 Epiphan. hreres. 48. TeMLa. 

'EycJ KVpto', KVpto' /) -8eo" /) 1raVTOKpa

T(Jp, KaTaYLvopevor tv av-8pcJ1rlt'. 
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fulfilled, yet the principle announced by them entered mightily into the 
development of the Christian consciousness in this period. And as 
these new revelations were brought· into connection with the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit, which, in the church system of theology, was still 
less completely unfolded, with the doctrine of spiritual gifts, and 
with the promises of Christ respecting the Paraclete, the idea went 
forth, that there were certain seasons or epochs of the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost, through which the progressive development of the 
church was to be promoted; a new momentum superadded to its ordi
nary, regular course of development, and designed to complete what 
was lacking in it. . 

In receiving this principle and looking round for arguments in sup
port of it, Tertullian endeavored to show the necessity of some such 
progressive development of the church, by pointing to a law running 
through all the works of God in the kingdoms of nature and of grace. 
" In the works of grace," said he, "as in the works of nature, which 
proceed from the same Creator, everything unfolds itself by certain suc
cessive steps. From the seed-kernel shoots forth first the plant; then 
comes th~ blossom, and finally this becomes the fruit, which itself ar
rives at maturity only by degrees. So the kingdom of righteousness 
unfolds itself by certain stages. In the first place, there was the fear 
of God awakened by the voice of nature, without a revealed law (the 
patriarchal religion;) next followed the stage of childhood under the 
law and the prophets; then that of youth under the gd'spel; and at 
length the unfolding of the spiritual life to the ripeness of manhood 
through the new out-pouring of the Holy Ghost, connected with the ap
pearance of Montanus - through the new instructions of the promised 
Paraclete.1 How should the work of God stand still and make no pro
gressive movement, while the kingdom of evil is continually enlarging 
itself and acquiring new strength?" On this ground, the Montanists 
denounced those who were for setting arbitrary limits to the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, as though his extraordinary operations had. been 
confined to the times of the apostles alone. Thus, in a Montanistic 
writing of North Africa, it was said: "Faith ought not to be so weak 

· and despondent, as to suppose that God's grace was powerful only among 
the ancients; since God at all times carries into effect what he has 
promised, as a witness to unbelievers and a blessing to the faithful."2 
The Jater effusions of the Holy Spirit ought rather to exceed all that 
~ad go~e before.s The fact was appealed to, that Christ himself pro~· 
lSed bebev.ers the revelations of the Paraclete, as the perfecter of hIS 
c.hurch, through whom he would make known what the men of those 
times would have been unable to comprehend. By this, it was by DO 

means intended to deny in general, that the promise above mention~d 
had any reference to the apostles; - but the opinion was simply thl.S, 
that the promise did not refer exclusively to the apostles - did not, m 
its application to them, become entirely fulfilled, but on the contrary 

1 Tertullian. de virgg. vel and. c. 1. putanda. novitiora qureque ut novissimi?ra, 
~ Acta Perpeture et Felicitat. Prrefat. secundum exuberationem gratire in ultllnll 
8 Prrefat. in Acta Perpeture: Majora re- sreculi spatia. decretam. 
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l'eferred also to the new revelations by the prophets now awakened,
that these last were a necessary complement and enlargement of that 
original revelation.1 The truth springing from the latter and trans
mitted by the general tradition of the church, was in the former always 
presupposed as an unchangeable foundation. The new prophets should 
distinguish themselves from false teachers, and prove their divine mis
sion, by their agreement with this original revelation. But proceeding 
on such foundation, the Christian system of morals and the entire 
church life should be carried still further onward by these new revela
~ions ; - for the men who were first weaned from paganism and sensual
lty, were not as yet in a condition to understand the requisitions of Chris
tian perfection. Moreover, by these revelations, the Christian doctrines, 
attacked by the ever encroaching sects of the heretics, were to be de
fended. As tIie heretics made use of arbitrary and false interpretations 
to explain the holy scriptures, (from which, too, they might best be refu
ted,) in accordance with their own notions; so by these new revelations a 
fixed and settled authority would be established against them. Finally, 
they were to supply means for resolving disputed questions on matters 
of faith and practice.2 He!lce the 1\lontanist Tertullian, towards the 
end of his treatise on the resurrection, addressing himself to those who 
were willing to draw from the fountain of these new revelations, says 
to them, "You will thirst for no instruction; - no questions will per
plex you." , 

Thus Montanism set over against the rigid, traditional element, one 
of free, progressive movement. The occupiers of this new position 
were better prepared to distinguish between what was changeable and 
what was unchangeable in the church development, since they admitted 
the immutability of the doctrinal tradition alone; - they maintained 
that the regulations of the church might be altered and improved by 
t~e progressive instructions of the Paraclete, according to the exigenr 
cte8 of the times.3 While, moreover, according to the view taken by 
the church, the bishops were regarded as the sole organs for diffusing 
the influences of the Holy Spirit in the church, being the successors of 
the apostles and the inheritors of their spiritual power; - it was the 
opinion of the Montanists, on the other hand, that besides the ordinary 
organs of church guidance, there were still higher ones - those extrar 
ordinary organs, the prophets awakened by the Paraclete. The latter 
only, according to the view taken by the Montanists, were the succes
sors of the apostles in the highest sense, the inheritors of their spiritual 
power in full. Hence Tertullian sets over against the church consist
~ng of the number of bishops, the church of the Spirit, which manifests 
'tt8elj'through men enlightened by the Holy Spirit.4 While it was the 
c?Btom to derive the power conceded to the bishops from the power to 
bmd and to loose conferred on Peter, the Montanist Tertullian, on the 

~ Tertullian. de pudicitia, c. 12. 3 Tertullian. de corona milit. c. 3. 
Tertullian. de Yirgg. ,'cland. represents 4 Tertullian. de pudicitia, c. 21: Ecclesia 

~. the ~~n~inistratio Paracleti, quod disci spiritus per spiritalem hominem, non eccle
P Ina .dmgltur, quod scripturre revelantur, sill. numerus episcoporum. 
quod mtellectus reformatur. 

VOL. I. 44 



518 MONTANISM. 

other hand, maintained that these words referred only to Peter person· 
ally, and to those who, like Peter, were filled with the Holy Ghost, in· 
directly.1 They who followed .the voice of the Holy Ghost speaking 
through the medium of the new prophets, being the spiritually minded, 
genuine Christians, (Spiritales,) constituted the church in the proper 
sense; while, on the other hand, the opposers of the new revelations 
were usually styled the carnally minded, the Psychical. 

Thus Montanism set up a church of the Spirit, consisting of the spir
itales homines, in opposition to the prevailing outward view of that in
stitution. Tertullian says: "The church, in the proper and preeminent 
sense, is the Holy Spirit, in which the Three are One, - and next, the 
whole community of those who are agreed in this faith (that God the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one) is called, after its founder 
and consecrator, (the Holy Spirit,) the church." 2 The Catholic point 
of view expresses itself in this - viz. that the idea of the church is put 
first, and by this very position of it, made outward; next, the agency 
of the Holy Spirit is represented as conditioned by, and hence derived 
through, this mediation.3 :l\iontanism, on the other hand, like Protes
tantism, places the Holy Spirit first, and considers the church as that 
which is only derived. Assuming this position, the order would be re· 
versed: Ubi Spiritus, ibi ecclesia; et ubi ecclesia, ibi Spiritus. But 
the Montanistic conception does not coincide with the Protestant; 
for in the former it is not the general fact of the actuation of the Holy 
Spirit, as it takes place in all believers, but the above described extrar 
ordinary revelation, which is meant. Partly this latter, which is here 
placed as the original thing, and partly the acknowledgment of the 
same in its divine character, constitute, according to the :l\lontanistic 
view, the essence of the true church. It is that church in which God 
awakes the prophets, and by which the prophets are recognized as 
such. 

Since again, according to the Montanistic theory, prophets could be 
awakened from among Christians of every rank; since the :l\iontanists 
expressly regarded it as one of the characteristics of this last epoch in 
the development of God's kingdom, that, according to the promises in 
the prophet Joel,4 which were now passing into fulfilment, the gifts of 
the Spirit were to be dispensed to Christians of every condition and 
sex without distinction; and since requisitions in regard to the Christian 
walk which before had been confined wholly to the spiritual order, 
were extended by the new revelations to all Christians as such; they 
were thus led to give prominence once more to that idea of the dignity 
of the universal Ohristian calling, of the priestly dignity of all Ohris· 

1 Secu?dum Pet~ personam, spiritalibus atque ita exi~de etiam numerus, qui in 
potestas Ista convcmet, aut apostolo aut pro hane fidem conspiraverint, eecIesia ab aue· 
phebB. L. c. tore et conseeratore censetur. L. c . 
• 2 Nam ct. e.celcsi.a proprie ct principaliter 8 As in the well-known words of Irenreus: 
Ipse est SpIrItus, III quo est trinitas unius Ubi eccIesia, ibi Spiritus; et ubi Spiritus, ibi 

divinitatis. IlIum eec1esiam eonO'rcgat quam ecclesia. 

Dominus in tribus posuit, (;'here two or 4 Prrefat. in Act. Felicit. 

three are gathered together in his name,) 
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tians, which had been, in a measure, suppressed by the confounding 
together of the fundamental principles of Judaism and Christianity.1 

But although the idea of the church and of its progressive develop
ment was in one phase of it seized by Montanism after a freer and a 
more spiritual manner, yet in another respect, by deriving this progres
sive development from new, extraordinary revelations, from a newly 
awakened prophetic order, it fell back upon the position of Judaism. 
While, according to the ordinary church principles, the Old Testament 
priesthood was transferred over to the Christian church; according to 
the Montanistic view, the Old Testament order of prophets was thus 
transferred. And it is noticeable, that the Catholic church, which 
afterwards adopted many of the views which in the beginning she cen
sured in Montanism, seized particularly on many things asserted by the 
Montanists concerning the relation of the new revelations by their 
prophets to the ground-work of church tradition and scripture doctrine, 
in order to explain the relation of the decisions of general councils to 
both these matters. A new particular was superinduced on the church 
notion of tradition; - to holding fast on the original doctrine once de
livered, was added the element of a progressive advancement in har
mony with this doctrine, and derived from the Holy Spirit. But while 
this actuation of the Holy Spirit was regarded, from the Montanistic 
point of view, as one that proce~ded from newly awakened, extraordi
nary organs; it was, by the principles of the church, tran~ferred to the 
regular organs of the church guidance, the bishops. We must here 
bring in also what has already been said concerning the Montanistic 
notion of inspiration.2 

But this way of considering inspiration, which, derived from the Jews, 
had, up to this time, chiefly prevailed also among the fathers of the 
church, was now gradually suppressed by the opposition to Montanism. 
Its violent opponents condemned the ecstatic state without reserve; 
considering it rather as the sign of a false prophet. Unfortunately, the 
w~rk against Montanism by the Christian rhetorician Miltiades, in. which 
thIS very point was set forth, that the ecstacy was a state of mmd at 
,:ariance with the character of a true prophet,3 has not reached our 
tImes; - a work by which probably much light would be shed on the 
~hen interesting discussions about the notion of inspiration. ~Ien were 
Inclined to trace the ecstacy to an agency of the evil spirit, as a spirit 
of confusion and of schism; and contrasted it with the influences of the 
lIoly Spirit, as a spirit of sober and clear self-possession. ~Ien were 
for denouncing the Montanistic notion of the prophet and the prophetic 
office in everything, without attempting to separate what was true in it 
from what was false. But the more free and unbiassed spirit of the 
Alexandrian school is to be seen also, in its judgment on these phenom

1 ~, for example, Tertulli~n de mono Dei conspicit, vel cum per ipsum Deus loqui
gamla. tur, necesse est excidat sensu, obumbratus 

The definition of such an ecstatic state scilicet virtute divina. ,Tf 
2 

the ~ontanistic mind, is to be found in a IIepL Toii flTJ Otill TrPO¥iT1/V €v bC(1Taat£ 
ertulban, c. Marc. 1. IV. c. 22: In spiritu AaAtiv. 

homo constitutus, prresertim cum gloriam 
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ena. It is true, Clement of Alexandria, too, represents the ecstacy as 
the sign of a false prophet, and of the actuation of the evil spirit, where
by the soul becomes estranged from itself; 1 but yet he declared him
self opposed to those who, as he expresses it, unreservedly condemned, 
with a blind zeal of ignorance, everything that proceeded from these 
false prophets, instead of inquiring into what was said, without respect 
to the person, and ascertaining whether it contained any portion of 
truth.2 In contradicting Montanism, men fell into the erroneous the
ory at the opposite extreme. Unwilling to admit that there was anything 
at all of an unconscious nature in the prophets of the Old Testament, 
they attributed to them a clear, conscious knowledge of everything in
cluded in the divine promises which they announced; 3 - a view of the 
matter which could not fail to .obscure the right understanding of the 
relation between the Old and New Testaments, and to prevent an un
biassed exposition of the latter. 

As we observed above, in giving the general characteristics of Mon
tanism, it grazed closely, by vitiating the Christian principle, upon Ju
daism on the one side and upon paganism on the other. 

States somewhat akin to what occurred in pagan divination, phenom
ena like the magnetic and somnambulist appearances occasionally pre
sented in the pagan cultus, mixed in with the excitement of Christian 
feelings. Those Christian females who were thrown into ecstatic 
trances during the time of public worship, were not only consulted about 
remedies for bodily diseases, but also plied with questions concerning 
the invisible world. In Tertullian's time, there was one at Carthage, 
who, in her states of ecstacy, imagined herself to be in the society of 
Christ, and of angels. The matter of her visions corresponded to what 
she had just heard read from the holy scriptures, what was said in the 
Psalms that had been sung, or in the prayers that had been offered.4 

At the conclusion of the service and after the dismission of the church, 
she was made to relate her visions, from which men sought to gain in
formation about things of the invisible world; as, for example, about 
the nature of the soul. 

The Jewish element discovered itself in the pretended completion 
of'the system of morals by new precepts which had particular refer
ence to the ascetic life. Thus, fasting on the dies stationum, which 

1 Strom. lib. I. f. 311, where he says of speak more fully of Montanism, - if, in
the false prophets: T~ OVTl OUTOl I:v bcaTCL deed, he ever executed that design, - viz. 
(fE:£ 7rPOE9~T£VOV, Qi" UV U7rOaTUTOV OlU/cOVOl, his book 7rEpL 7rpmpllrelar. Vide Strom. L 
where, without doubt, there is a play on VI. f. 511. 
words in the use of the terms [Karaali" and 8 E. g. Orig. in Joann. T. VI. § 2: TIpo
a7roarurnr· ' 7rErWr u:Tro'P~vaaiJal 7rEP~ 7rP0'P~TtJV, w~ Of) 

2 His words are: Ob fleV Ota TOV AiyovTa (fO'PWV, el p~ VEv~/Caal TU. cirro LOiov UTo
lCaTayvtJareov uflaiJwr /CaL TWV AEyoflivtJv, paror· 
07rEP /CaL E7rL TWv 7rp0'PnretJEtv vvv o~ AEyO 4 Tertullian. de anima, c. 9, says of her: 
pivtJv 7rapaTTJp1]Tiov· UA.AU Ta AeyoflEva Et videt et audit sacramenta, et quorundam 
(f/co7r1]reov E1 TiJr aA.1]iJEiar eXETal. Strom. corda dignoscit et medicinas desiderantibUS 
1. VI. f. 647. .AP, we might expect from submittit.· Jam vero prout scriptural legun
Clement a more unbiassed judgment than tur, aut psalmi canuntur, aut allocutio~e9 
was commonly entertained by others, we proferuntur, aut petitiones delegantur, Ita 
have so much the more reason to regret the inde material visionihus subministrantur. 
loss of the work, in which he designed to 
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till now had been considered a voluntary thing, (see above,) was 'pre. 
scribed as a law for all Christians. It w:as also made a law, that this 
fast should be extended to three o'clock in the afternoon. During 
three weeks of the year, a meagre diet, like that adopted of free choice 
by the continentes or U(fKftTal, was enjoined as a law on all Christians.l 
Against these Montanistic ordinances, the remaining spirit of evangeli
cal freedom still nobly and emphatically declared itself: but afterwards 
the spirit which· here expressed itself in Montanism, also passed over 
into the Catholic church. 

From Montanism proceeded a tendency, which, instead of leading 
men to value the blessings of humanity according to, their true rela
tion, in the view of Christianity, to the highest good - the kingdom 
of God -led them only to place the one over against the other. And 
the same tendency, by the undue prominence it gave to the divine ele
ment as a power to s.uppress every human motive, would lead also to a 
quietism that crippled and discouraged human activity. On this princi
ple, neither would the blessings of the earthly life be estimated according 
to their real worth, nor the use of the requisite means for securing and 
preserving them be acknowledged as a duty. Accordingly, Montanism 
tended to foster a fanatic longing after martyrdom. It set up the pri~
ciple, that in submitting to the divine will, men should do nothing to 
avoid those. persecutions,2 which it was God's will to suspend over 
Christians for the trial of their faith. This spirit of Montanism char
acteristically expresses itself in the following oracle: "Let it not be your 
wish to die on your beds in the pains of child-birth, or in debilitating fever; 
but desire to die as martyrs, that He may be glorified, who suffered for 
you." The same tendency of spirit pushed Montanism, in its an.~ety 
to avoid an accommodating disposition, which might prove injurious to 
f~ith, to the other extreme of sternly renouncing all those usages of 
c~vil and social life which could in any way be traced to a Pagan ori
gm; of despising all those prudential maxims by which it was possible 
to avert the suspicion of the Pagan authorities. It seems, among 
other things, to have been objected to the ~fontanists, that, by their 
frequent meetil)gs for fasting and prayer, they defied the established 
laws against secret assemblies.3 

. This tendency of the moral spirit led to an undue estimation of ce
libacy; - and the unmarried life was already particularly recommend
~d by the Montanistic prophetess Priscilla, to the clerical order, as if 
~t was in -this way only they could be the worthy channels of holy 
Influences,. could properly render themselyes capable of receiving the 

I The so 'called Xerophagire. - Suruiay Quadragesimal fusts in the later church;
and the Sabbath were excepted from these and ~o indeed they are called by.Jerome, 
fa~ts. The Montanists were at difference (e~. 27, ad Marce.Ilum~,: "illi tres in an no 
'WIth the Roman church in respeet also to faclUnt qnudragesImus. 
the not fasting on the Sabhath, (sec above.) :l See Tertullian. de fuga in pers~cut. . 
At the time of Jerome, when, however, the S De jejuniis, c. 13: Quomodo In nobiS 
ltfontanists seem to have departed in many ipt:am quoque unitatem jejunatinnum. e~ 
tesperts, as, for example, in respect to the xerophagiarum et stationum d.enota.rls., 
church constitution, from their original in- Nisi forte in senatusconslllta et In prmcl
8titut.ions, they had three weeks of Xero pum mandata coitionibus opposita delin
phagull. These may be compared with quimus. 

44· 
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divine gifts of the spirit.! Hence, we may observe another instance 
in which Montanism passed over into the Catholic church. 

Now an ascetic spirit of this sort is elsewhere usually coupled with 
ignorance of the marriage state, as a form for the realization of the 
highest good; and this ignorance is usually based on a sensuous and 
barely outward conception of this relation. But Montanism united 
with this ascetic tendency, a conception of the marriage institution di
rectly opposed to the one just mentioned. We see the influence of 
the peculiar Christian spirit manifested in Montanism, by the promi
nence it gives to the idea of marriage, in that view of it which was 
first clearly suggested by Christianity, - as a spiritual union, conse
crated by Christ, of two individuals, separated by sex, in one common 
life. The Montanists held, therefore, that the religious consecration 
of such a union was a matter of the highest moment; they reckoned 
it as belonging to the essence of a truly Christian marriage, that it 
should be concluded in the church, in the name of Christ. A marriage 
otherwise contracted, was looked upon by them as an unlawful connec
tion.2 Regarding the institution in this light, it followed again, that 
Montanism would allow of no second marriage, after the death of the 
first husband or the first 'wife j for marriage being an indissoluble 
union in the spirit, not in the flesh alone, was destined to endure be
yond the grave.3 In this instance, also, the hlontanists, in their legal 
spirit, only pushed to the extreme, a view to which others doubtless 
were inclined.4 And it is clear, that in this matter too, the Montanis
tic element passed over into a Catholic one; for the way was thus pre:
pared for the sacramental view of the marriage institution. 

The severe legal spirit of ~lontanism displays itself in the zeal it 
manifested for the more rigid principles of penance.5 But the Monta
nist.'3, so far as they failed, like their opponents, rightly to distinguish 
baptism and regeneration, and rightly to understand the relation of 
faith and the forgiveness of sin to the entire Christian life, were in
volved in the same error which lay at the. foundation of this whole dis
pute on the Qxtension of absolution.6 The moral zeal against that false 
confidence in the efficacy of absolution which tended to encourage the 
feeling of security in sin, expresses itself in the following exposition of 
Tertullian, aimed against a wrong application of the passage in 1 John 

1 The words of Rigaltius, published in Ter nnam carnem, aut junctos deprehend(·ns in 
tnlIian's work de exhortatione castitatis, c. 11, eadem, conjunction em signavit. (Where to 
are: Quod sanctus minister sanctimoniam the marriage contracted by two parties 
noverit ministrare. Purificantia enim con while they were still pagans, the sanctifying 
cordat et vi~iones vident et ponentes faciem consecration of Christianity is superadded.) 
deorsum eham voces auditmt manifestas, 3 See T.ertullian. de monogamia. and ex
tam salutares quam et occultas. hortat. castitatis. 

2 Tertullian. de pudicitia, c. 4: Penes nos 4 Athenagoras (legat. pro Christian. (, 
occultre quoque conjunctiones id est non 37, ed. Colon) styles the YUf-Lor &VT£pO~ 
prius apud ec.clcs.iam profess~, juxta'moo evrrperr~r f-LotXeia. Origen (Tom. in Matth. 
chiam et. formcatlOncm judicari periclitan f. 363) says that Paul gave permission for 

tnr, nec mde conscrtre ohtcntu matrimonii a second marriage after the death of the 

crimen c1udunt. According to the princi first husband or the first wife: rrpor ~v 

ples of Montani!'m, the essence of a true (jIC/..:"polCapoi.av q ucnhveiav: 

marriage in the Christian sense is, (de mo 5 See on this controversy, vol. I. p. 217, tf. 

nogamia, e. 20): cum Deus jungit duos in 6 L. c. 
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1: 7. "John says, if we would walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. Do we sin then, if we walk 
in the light, and shall we be cleansed if we sin in the light? By no 
means. For whosoever sins, is not in t.he light, but in darkness. He 
is showing, then, how we shall be cleansed from sin, if we walk in the 
light, in which no sin can be committed; for such is the power of the 
blood 0/ Ghrist, that those whom it has cleansed from sin, it thence
forth preserves pure, if they continue to walk in the light." 1 

It is true, as we have remarked, that Montanism encouraged the 
fanatic enthusiasm for martyrdom; for, according to the Montanistic 
doctrine, the . martyrs would be entitled to enter immediately after 
death into a higher state of blessedness, to which other believers could 
obtain no admittance; 2 yet the struggle to maintain a rigid peniten
tial discipline induced the Montanist Tertullian to oppose the undue 
homage which in another respect was paid to the martyrs. Since 
many, for instance, to whom Montanism refused absolution, could ob
tain it, in the Catholic church, through the mediation of the confessors,s 
Tertullian was led to denounce this false confidence in the efficacy of 
their intercession, and to chastise the spiritual arrogance of these men. 
" Let it satisfy the martyrs," said he, " to have purged themselves of 
their own sins. It flavors of ingratitude or arrogance, to pretend to 
bestow on others what it must be considered a great favor to have ob
tained for one's self. Who, but the Son of God only, has paid the 
debt of death for others by his own? For to this end he came, that, 
free from sin and perfectly holy himself, he might die for sinners. 
Thou, therefore, who wouldst emulate Him in procuring the forgiveness 
of sins, suffer for me, when thou art free from sin thyself. But if thou 
art a sinner, how can the oil of thy puny lamp suffice at once for me 
and for thyself?" 4 

In accordance with the one-sided, supra~naturalisti(J element of the 
scheme we have been considering, the expectations and attention of the 
Montanists were so directed as to observe, not how Christianity was to 
transform the life of humanity, by beginning from within and working 
outwards, but how the kingdom of Christ was to gain the dominion of 
the world by some outward miracle. Here full scope was given to 
their extravagant coloring of Chiliasm; and in this respect also, they 
only pushed to the furthest extreme, a way of thinking which very 
generally prevailed in the church. 

If by pietism we understand that morbid direction of pious feelings 
w~ere some arbitrary figment, some excrescence from without, some
thmg cast over and over in the same mould, is substituted for the nat
ural development of the Christian life, - in other words, the reaction 
of a legal principle within the bosom of Christianity, - then we sh~ 
have good cause to consider ~:lontanism as the earliest form of mam
festation of what may .properly be styled pietism. 

ti 1 Dc pudicitia, c. 19. Which work re- 2 The Paradise; see Tertullian, de ani
C1'S gencrnlly to this dispute. rna. Co 56. 

a See vo~. I. p. 220. 4 De pudicitin, c. 22. 
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What tended to further t~e spread of this party, was in part its reo 
lation to Christian principles long before existing, and in part the con
tagious influence of enthusiasm, and the manner in which spiritual 
pride was here nourished; since he who acknowledged the new proph
ets, might directly consider himself to be a truly regenerate man, a 
member of the select company of the spiritually minded, (Spiritales,) 
and despise all other Christians as. carnally minded, (Psychici,) as not 
yet truly regenerated. 

The controversy on Montanism was conducted with extreme violence, 
first in Asia Minor. Synods were held for the purpose of inquiring 
into the affair, at which many declared themselves opposed to it; the 
proceedings of these synods were sent to the more distant churches, 
and these were thus drawn into the dispute. It is to be regretted, that, 
owing to the want of distinct accounts, the whole of these proceedings, 
and hence the gradual formation of the Montanistic sects, and their 
relation to the rest of the church, are matters involved in great obscu· 
rity. Though the Montanists considered themselves to be the only 
genuine Christians, and looked upon their opponents as"being Ohristians 
but in part, and as occupying an inferior position; tpough they thought 
themselves exalted above all the rest of the church, yet it does not ap
pear that they were inclined to separate immediately from the latter, 
and to renounce its fellowship; t~ey wished only to be considered 
the ecclesia spiritus, spiritalis, within the ecclesia made up of the 
psychical multitude. They introduced a similar distinction into the 
practical province, as the Gnostics had done into the theoretical. It 
is .true, by this practically aristocratic spirit, the essence of the Chris
tian church was not exposed to so much danger, as it could not fail to 
be by the" theoretical; but yet the adherents of the new prophetic or
der could not be tolerated in that relation to the rest of the church in 
which they were- continually seeking to extend themselves more widely, 
without great injury to the church life; for they claimed only tolera
tion at first, in order that they might gradually establish their own 
supremacy. . . 

The community at Lyons had "among them, at the time of the bloody 
persecution which they experienced under the Emperor Marcus Aure-
lius, many members from Asia Minor; and they were led by their 
close connection with the Asiatic church, to take a lively interest in 
the proceedings relative to Montanism. The community wrote to 
Eleutherus, bishop of Rome, and the presbyter Irenreus was the bearer 
of their letter. Much light would be shed on the whole subject, had 
we more distinct information respecting the co:o.tents of this letter; but 
Eusebius 1 barely remarks, that the judgment on the matter expressed 
by the church was just and orthodox. Now, as Eusebius certainly 
c~nsidered the l\lontanistic tendency as heretical, we might infer from' 
this remark of his, that the judgment expressed in the letter was one 
unfavorable to the l\Iontanists. But in this case, the letter could not 
.have had in view the end which Eusebius assigns to it, that of putting 

1 Lib. V. Co 3. 
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an end to the disputes. It would harmonize most perfectly with this 
end, to suppose that the letter was written in a spirit of Christian 
moderation, which sought to lessen the importance of the points in dis
pute, to refute the various exaggerated charges laid against the Mon
tanistic churches, and, in the diversity of views respecting the worth 
of the new prophetic order, to inculcate the importance of Christian 
unanimity. On this supposition, we may explain why Origen should 
express so favorable an ,opinion of the contents of the letter, which he 
could not have done, had it breathed a decidedly Montanistic spirit. 
This supposition accords best, moreover, with the known character of 
Iremeus, a man of moderation and a lover of peace; as also with his 
opinions, which, without being Montanistic, were yet not wholly unfa
vorable to the Montanists. By this mission, Eleutherus was persuaded 
probably to make peace with those churches; but, soon after, Praxeas 
of Asia Minor, a violent opponent of Montanism, came to Rome; and 
partly by presenting before the Roman bishop the opposite conduct of 
his two predecessors, Anicetus and Soter,I partly by his unfavorable 
representations relative to the condition of the l\iontanistic churches, 
persuaded him to revoke all that he had hitherto done. The l\fonta
nists now proceeded to form and propagate themselves as a distinct 
sect. They were styled Oataphrygians, from the name of their coun
try; also Pepuzians, because Montanus, it was said, taught that a 
p!ace called Pepuza, in Phrygia, perhaps the first seat of the Monta
mstic church, was the chosen spot from which the millennial reign of 
Christ was destined to begin. ' 
. It might be gathered from the relation of Montanism to the prevail
mg spiritual tendencies in the church, that there would be various gra
d!ltions and stages of transition between the latter and Montanism de
CIdedly expressed; as also many shades of difference amongst its oppo
nents, from those that were not disposed to overlook the Christian ele
ment in this appearance,-as for example a Clement of Alexandria,
down to those who, by their uncompromising opposition, were driven to 
a~other extreme, and to a depravation of the Christian spirit of another 
kmd. As ~Iontanism confounded together the Old and New Testa
ment positions, its antagonists were led to draw with so much the 
greater precision the line of demarcation between them. Their current 
watch-word was borrowed from Matthew 11 : 13, " The prophets and 
the. law prophesied until John the Baptist - then they were to cease." 
ThIS maxim they opposed as well to the new ascetic ordinances and 
to t~e new precepts curtailing Christian freedom, as to the new pro
phetic order by which the church must allow itself to be governed.2 

Tertullian remarks, of those who so applied the above passage, that they 
Would have done better to banish the Holy Spirit entirely from the 
church, since his agency was so wholly dispensed with.s But his aeeu

1 The truth of what is here asserted de- itis Deo, sicut de gratia, ita de disciplinll. 
pend~, however, on the question whether De jejuniis, c. 11. . 
the bIshop before mentioned was Eleutherus S Superest, ut totum auf~r~tIs.~ quantum 
or Victor. in vobis tam otiosum. Dc JCJunlls, c. 11. 

2 Tertullian replies: Palos terminales fig
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sation is, in this case, unjust; for both parties were agreed in believing 
that the church could not subsist without the continued actuation of the 
Holy Spirit. The only point of dispute between the two parties was 
the question about the form of that agency, whether it was one which 
lay at the ground in the whole ordinary course of the development of 
the church, or whether it was newly created by a divine, supernatural 
interposition. . And it was these very antagonists of Montanism, who 
seem to have prominently set forth in contrast to the Old Testament 
view, the conception of the Holy Spirit, as the new, animating princi
ple, both of the individualities of character and also of their harmoni
ous combination in the communities which it actuated; - from which 
specific difference itself they drew their conclusion, that the church 
could not be made dependent on any new prophetic order. But the 
most decided opponents of Montanism, such as the Alogi hereafter to 
be mentioned, either. denied the 'continuance of the miraculous gifts 
which distinguished the Apostolic church, the charismata, which, in their 
form, discovered something of a supernatural character; or were not 
ready to acknowledge the prophetic gift as a thing that pe\-tained to the 
Christian economy, but considered it as belonging exclusively to the 
Old Testament; and hence they could not admit any prophetic book 
into the canon of the New Testament. It is to be regretted, that our 
information is so scanty respecting the party of the Alogians, so called; 
an'd that the work of Hippolytus on the charismata, which was proba
bly written in opposition to those ultra anti-M:ontanists, has not reached 
our times. We should otherwise have been enabled to speak with more 
definiteness and certainty on this disputed point, and on the manner in 
which it was handled. 

There were antagonists of l\fontanism, who opposed to a fanatical 
tendency on the side of the feelings, a negative tendency on the side 
of the understanding; and who, from the dread of what was fanatical, 
rejected much also that was genuinely Christian. It is true, as must 
be evident from what has been said, that Montanism formed the ex
treme point of the anti-Gnostic spirit; but that ultra anti-Montanistic 
tendency of the understanding, however, must, in orderl to maintain 
itself in its dry sobriety, so hostile to everything of a transcendent 
character, have been no less opposed to the speculative and mystical 
element in Gnosticism. And the dread of the Gnostic tendency 
might, precisely in the same way as the dread of the Montanistic, push 
men to one-sided negations. It is easy to understand how persons with 
some partial leaning of this sort must be struck with the peculiar ele
ment of St. John as wholly foreign from their own views; and how 
they would be inclined to bring up the differences between the gospel 
according to John, and the others, which seemed more accordant with 
their own opinions,! for me purpose of showing, that the gospel which 
the Montamsts were chiefly in the habit of quoting in defence of their 
doctrine on the new revelations, was not a genuine one. Iremeus, from 

1 As, for example, according to .the testi- John, that in the Synoptical evangelists 
mony of Epiphanius, (hreres.51,) that the mention is made of one passover, in John 
history of the temptation is omitted in of two. 

http:hreres.51
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whom we have the first account of this party, certainly goes too far, 
when he tells us, that they rejected the gospel of John on account of 
the passage in it which speaks of the Paraclete.1 That passage alone 
could not possibly have induced them to such a step; for in truth they 
needed only to limit, as was actually done by others, the promise to the 
apostles, in order to deprive the Montanists of this support.. As it was 
their practice, however, when those words of Christ were adduced by 
those who held the Montanistic views, to pronounce the whole book 
which contained them a spurious one, it was a natural course, suggested 
by the propensity so common in theological polemics, of drawing general 
conclusions from partial facts, to infer that they had rejected the gospel 
on account of this single text alone. 

Apart from the consideration that the antagonists of IVlontanism 
must reject the Apocalypse as a prophetic book, and favorable to Chili
asm, the whole drift and style of this book must in itself have pos
sessed something alien from the spirit of this party of the sober under
standing. They made sport of the seven angels and the seven trum
pets of the Revelation. Yet such a prosaic tendency of the under
standing as the above described, was something too foreign from this 
youthful age of the church, to allow of its meeting with any very gen
eral reception. 

As in Montanism a tendency repellant of the existing elements of 
culture appeared in its most decided form; so, on the other hand, the 
~endency which strove to reconcile the existing culture with Christian
Ity, and to cause it to be pervaded with the spirit of Christianity, pre
se~ted itself especially in the Alexandrian school. But the question 
~rlSes, from what source is this tendency to be derived, and what was 
I~ ,original aim, - whether perhaps it was, in the outset, merely a pro
VIsIon to communicate religious instruction to the pagans, or whether 
there had existed in Alexandria, from the first, a school to educate 
teachers for the Christian church, a sort of theological seminary for the 
clerical order. The notices of Eusebius 2 and of Jerome 3 are too in
definite to furnish any solution of this question; and besides, neither of 
these church Fathers was so situated as to be able duly to distinguish 
the form of this school as it existed in his own time from what it origi
nally was. We must therefore content ourselves with what may be 

1 Irenrens, lib. III. c. II, § 9. His words 
~e: Ut donum spiritus frustrentur, quod 
In novissimis temporibus secundum placi
!Um Patris effusum est in humanum genus, 
1 am speciem non admittunt, qure est se
cfndum Joannis evangelium, in qua Para
c ~tu~ se missurum Dominus promisit. 
A,' Lib. VI. c. 10, that a dtoaUKUA,CLOV lcpwv 
o~('JV had existed there from ancient times, 

'Which according to the church phraseology 
~ay be most naturally interpreted as mean
Ing: a school for the expounding of the 
sCrtptures. But this does not suffice to 
characterize the particnlar mode and form 
under which the Alexandrian school ap
peared; though it is easy to bring into these 
'Words aU that belonged to theological study 

in the sense of this school, when its condi
tion and character are once understood. 
For its Gnosis was designed, without any 
doubt, to furnish a key for the right under
standing of S<!ripture, and was to be derived 
from scripture by allegorical interpretation. 
A distinct classification of different theo
logical disciplines, as exegesis, dogmatics, 
etc., is, in thisJlge of the church, when every 
thing was still in one chaotic mass, not to 
be thought of, - as has been very clearly 
pointed out by Hr. Dire~tor H~sselbach?f 
Stettin, where he explams thiS phrase !n 
his Dissertation de schola, qureAlexandnre 
flornit, catechetica, Part. J. p. 15. 

8 De vir. illustr. c. 36. 
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gathered from our knowledge of the labors of the individuai catechists 
who presided over the school. Now we find in the outset at Alexandria 
but one man appointed by the bishop to hold the office of catechist, 
whose business it was to give religious instruction to the pagans, and 
moreover doubtless to the children of the Christians in that place.l 

The catechist Origen was the first to share the duties of this office with 
another person, when they became too multiplied to allow him an oppor
tunity of prosecuting at the same time his works on scientific theology. 
The catechumens were then divided into two classes. But though the 
office of catechist at Alexandria differed in no respect originally from 
the same office in other cities, yet it could not fail to become gradually, 
of itself, an entirely different affair. 

Men were required for this office, who possessed a perfect and exact 
knowledge of the Grecian religion; especially, who had received a philo
sophical education, and been trained in the society and amidst the dis
cussions of those learned pagans, who, after having explored many sys
tems, had turned their attention to Christianity. It was not enough 
here, as in other churches, to present the main doctrines of Christian
ity, according to the so-called 7rapaOOC1t~: it was necessary, with the ed
ucated catechumens, to go back to the primitive sources of the religion in 
the scriptures themselves, and seek to initiate them into the under
standing of these. They required a faith which would stand the test 
of scientific examination. Olement, who was himself one of these cat
echists, points to the need of a thorough method of administering the 
catechetical office at Alexandria, when he says: 2 "He who would 
gather from every quarter what would be for the profit of the catechu
mens, especially if they are Greeks,3 (for the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof,) must not, like the irrational brutes, be shy of 
much learning, but he must seek to collect around him every possible 
means of helping his hearers; "- and directly after,4 " All culture is 
profitable, and particularly necessary is the study of holy scripture, 
to enable us to prove what we teach, and especially when our hearers 
come to us from the discipline of the Greeks." 5 The patience and 
skill which must be exercised by these Alexandrian teachers, in answer
ing the multifarious questions which would be proposed to them, is inti· 
mated by Origen, when he requires of the Christian teachers, that they 
should follow Christ's example, and not show a fretful spirit, if they 
should be pushed with questions proposed not for the sake of learning, 
but for the purpose of putting them to the proof.6 

Much care was therefore necessary in selecting these Alexandrian 
catechists; and the office was conferred in preference on those men of 

1 Ensebins (1. VI. c. 6) says, that Ori. Ii With these remarks compare what 
gen, when a boy, had been a pupil of Clem Clement says generally with regard to those 
ent. to whom the faith mnst be demonstrated 

2 Strom. I. VI. f. 659, B. after the manner of the Greeks. 
8 To complete the thouaht· - he onO'ht 6 In Mauh. T. XIV. +16: rr£tpa'optv~ 

not to be timid in exploring the vestiges"'of TT/A.tlCOVTOV (1CJTijpO~ npwv, Ti~ TWV par71J TIJV 
troth even in pagan literature, and to ap aVTov u:yavaICTOtT/ TE:TaY/-livo~ elr lYl(faO'/Ca· 
propriate the nseful; for aU comes from A.iav, t7rl TfiJ 7r£tpa'e~at inro TtVCJV /Cal
God, and is, as snch, pnre. 1r1JV&avoptvCJJJ OVIC bc f/JtA.0fta-{Jei.a~, 0;:;.' 

• Strom. 1. VI. f. 660, C. a7ro ToV '1retpa'etv WiA.uV ; 
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learning and of a philosophical education, who had themselves been con· 
ducted to Christianity by the way of philosophical inquiry - such as 
were Pantcenus, the first Alexandrian catechist of whom we have any 
distinct knowledge, and his disciple, Clement. 

The circle of studies taught by these men went on now of its own 
accord gradually to extend itself, and to embrace a wider range; for it 
was the 'first attempt to satisfy, on the principles of the church faith, a 
want deeply felt by numbers,-the want of a scientific exposition of 
that faith, and of a Christian science. Their school was frequented 
partly by those educated pagans who, after having under their instruc
tions been converted to Christianity, were seized with the desire of de
voting themselves, and all they possessed, to its service; and with this 
in view chose the Alexandrian catechists for their guides; and partly 
by young men who, standing already within the Christian pale, were 
only thirsting after a more profound knowledge, and aiming to prepare 
themselves for the office of church teachers. Thus there grew up here, 
in a manner perfectly spontaneous, a theological school. It was the 
birth-place of Christian theology in the proper sense, - theology as it 
sprang partly from the inward impulse of the mind thirsting after scien
tific knowledge, and partly from an outwardly directed apologetic inte
res~ to defend the doctrines of the church against philosophically edu
cated Greeks, and against the Gnostics. 

To form a right conception of this school in its early growth, we must 
consider its relation to the three different parties, in connection with, or 
in opposition to which, it shaped itself; and whose different tendencies 
it conceived the possibility of uniting together by means of a higher 
principle which should reconcile their antagonisms; - its relation, 1. To 
those seekers after wisdom, the Greeks, who despised Christianity as a 
blind faith, that shunned the light of reason; and who were only con
firmed in their contempt of it by the gross, material views of those un
educatQd and sternly repulsive Christians with whom they came in con
tact; 2. Its relation to the Gnostics, now a numerous class in Alexan
dria, who likewise spoke with contempt of the blind faith of a grovel
ing multitude, and by promising a higher, esoteric knowledge of reli
gion, drew to them those pagans who sought after wisdom, and those 
Christians ,,,,ho were not satisfied with the ordinary religious instruc
tion; 3. Its relation to that primitive class of church teachers, who 
occupied the ground of practical Realism, and more especially to those 
zealots amon (J' them, whom the pride and arrogance of the Gnostics had 
led to be su~picious of all speculation and philosophy, and whatever 
seemed like the striving after a Gnosis - and who were in continual 
fear of the corruption of Christianity by the mixing in of foreign phi
losophical elements. By means of a Gnosis resulting from, and harmo
niously combining with, faith,l the Alexandrians suppo~ed they should 
be able to avoid all that was partial and false in each of these tenden
cies, and even find means of reconciling them together. 

They differed from the Gnostics in their theory of the relation of the 

1 rv(jO't~ aA1J~tvf], opposed to the "'evdC:WVllo~. 
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yvjj(1l~ to "the 7ri(jTl~, in that they acknowledged faith as the foundation of 
the high~r life for all Christians; as the common bond, whereby all, 
however differing from one another in mental cultivation, are still united 
together in one divine community. They contrasted the unity of the 
catholic church, founded on this basis of faith, with the strife of the 
Gnostic schools, (~laTpl(3at.) They held that the sources of knowledge 
for the 7rt(jTL~ and for the yvjj(jl~ were not different, but the. same for 
both; namely, the common tradition, handed down in all the churches~ 
concerning the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and the holy 
scriptures. They made it the business of the Gnosis, simply to place 
in the clear light of consciousness, what had been first appropriated by 
faith., and incorporated with the· inward life; to unfold this in its full 
extent, and according to its internal connection; to place it on the basis 
and under the form of science; to prove that this was the genuine doc
trine as it came from Christ; to give an account of its history, and to 
defend it against the objections of its enemies among pagan philoso
phers and heretics. Their watch-word, which seems to have been a cur
rent motto already handed down from some earlier period, and which 
subsequently continued to be the watch-word for marking the relation 
of faith to knowledge, from the time of Augustin to the establishment 
of the scholastic theology for which he prepared the way, was the pas
sage in Isaiah 7: 9 - a passage, it must be allowed, which admits of 
the sense they ascribed· to it only in the Alexandrian version, and 
there only when taken without· any regard to the connection: 1 

"'Euv fllJ 7rl(jreV(jl/Te, ovoe fllJ (1Vv7jre," if ye do not believe, neither shall ye 
understand. These words, which were first used in the sense, He who 
believes not the gospel, can obtain no insight into the spirit and essence 
of the Old Testament, were in the next place employed in the kindred 
sense, that without faith in Christianity and its several doctrines, it is 
impossible to penetrate into the more profound knowledge of Christianity 
and its doctrines. According to the measure of faith will be the pr~ 
gress made in the understanding of the truth; - the degree of knowl
edge will correspond with the degree of faith.2 

Clement of :Alexandria defends the worth of faith against those pagans 
and Gnostics who 'confounded faith with opinion. "It is plain," says 
he, "that faith is something godlike, which can be destroyed neither 
by the power of any other worldly love, nor by present fear." 3 He 
represents faith as holding the same relation to the higher life, as the 
breath to the life of the body.4 An important character, for him, in the 
essence of faith, is that spontaneous seizure of the godlike, anticipating 

1 Just as, in more recent times, many lCar" rnv avaAoyiav rQr 7ri(1TeCJr, r~ t1Vvd
texts from Luther's translation of the Bible val. 

became current proof passaO'es for propo s 8eiov Tt elvat, fl~re V7r~ aA.A.l/r q,t')..iar

sitions relating to Christian "'faith or prac KO(jflllCiJ~ rJW.t17rCJflEvl/V, fl~re V7r~ t/>o{3ov 7ra

tice, although this application of them was p6vror JtaAvoflEvl/V. Strom.!. II. f. 872. 

wholly inconsistent with the sense which 4 TlJv 7rl(jrtV oUrCJr avaYKaiav rfiJ i'VCJ(jTt
they had in the original. ICciJ V7rapxov(jav, w~ TfiJ Kar" T~V KO(jflOV 

~ .Strom. 1. J. f. 273, A.; 1. U. f. 362, A.; rovJe {3loVvrt, 7rp~r T~ Yiv T~ ava1t'Veiv.
1. IV. f. 528, B. and Orig. in Matth. ed. L.c.f.878.
Huet. T. XVI. ~ 9: 'EIC rov 7re1rL(1TtvICEval 
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conception, which proceeds from the recipient disposition of the heart. 1 

In this phase of it, so far as faith presupposes an attractive power of 
the godlike on the human heart, and a spontaneous yielding to that 
power on the part of the latter, he well understood its essential charac
ter. He supposes, in human nature, a sense correlative to truth, which 
is attracted by the same, and repelled by what is false.2 Accordingly 
he characterizes faith as something positive, - a positive union with 
the godlike; and, on the other hand, unbelief as a negative quality, 
which, being such, presupposes the positive.3 With faith is already 
given, according to this view, the highest thing of all- the divine life 
itself. As he elsew~ere remarks: 4 "He that believes the Son, hath 
eternal life. If they who believe, then, have life, how can there be 
anything higher for them than life eternal? Faith wants nothing; it 
is complete in itself-self-sufficing." Clement here puts it down as the 
characteristic of faith, carrying in it the pledge of the future, that it an
tedates the future as if were present.5 When this divine life, received by 
faith, permeates and cleanses the soul, it is in possession of a new sense 
for the discernment of divine things. So Clement remarks: "Behold I 
will do a new thing - says the Logos, Is. 43 : 19 - which no eye hath 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, 1 Corinth. 2: 9; which can be seen, heard and conceived only 
with a new eye, a new ear, a new heart, through faith and understanding; 
since the disciples of our Lord speak, conceive and act spiritually." 6 

This intimate connection between knowing and living belongs to the 
peculiar character of the Alexandrian Gnosis. The Gnosis was con
ceived by this school, not as a mere form of speculation, but as a result 
of the whole tendency of the new inward life growing out of faith and 
manifesting itself in the conduct, - as a habitus practicus animi. This 
is expressed in the following words of Clement: "As is the doctrine, so 
also must be the life; for the tree is known by its fruit, not by its blos
Soms or its leaves. The Gnosis comes, then, from the fruit and the life; 
not from. the doctrine and the blossom. For we say that the Gnosis 
is not merely doctrine, but a divine science; - it is that light, dawning 
within the soul from obedience to God's commands, which makes all 
things clear; teaches man to know all that is contained in creation, and 
in himself, and instructs him how to maintain fellowship with God; 
for what the eye is to the body, such is the Gnosis t{) the mind." 7 
There can be no such thing as a knowledge of divine things without 
that living them out, which is the fruit of faith. Knowing and living 
here become one. This unity of the theoretical and the practical ele

1 'Y1rOA:rl'/JU; lICO{)(1l0~ KaL 1rpOA1rl/Jl~ ev Ii 'EICEivo de TO (T~) 1rtureuuat ~OTJ 1rpoet
"flIWfLOvo~ 1rpO/(aTaAnl/Je(,)~. L. c. f. 371. ATJ90Tt~ I;(TOfL£vov. fLeTa T1}V uvaurautv U.1rD

2 Tov ci.VtfP(')1roV, 9V(f£L fLev Ota{3efJATJfLe AafLfJuvofL£V yevofLevov. 
vov 1rpO~ Trw TOU l/Jevoov~ uvYICarf.dhutv, 6 Strom. I. II. f. 365, B. 
lXovTa oe u90PfLa~ 1rpO~ 1rl.urtV r aATJtfoii~. 7 If>cj~ I;ICe'ivo TO J:v T~ ""VX~ I;rrtvOfL£VOV 
L. c. f. 384. I;K Ti;~ Kara ra~ J:vrOAa~ V1raICO~~, ro 1rUVTa 

3 'H u.muria a1rOUvuraut~ ovua TfJ~ 1riu KaTuOTJAa 1rOtOUV, rll Te J:v yev£u£l avrov T£ 
re(,)~ ovvafL1}v deiICvvut riJv uvYKarutfeuiv TOV ci.vtfP(')1rOV laVTOV T£ ytVWUIC£lV 1rapa
Te teat 1rl.UTtV, avv1rap~ia yap uTeP1Jut~ OVK uIC£Va'ov, Kat tfeou l1rif3oAoV Kat9-iuTaCT&a£ 
c'iv yeYOtTo. Strom. I. II. f. 384. cStOuUICOV. Strom. 1. ru. f. 444. 

• Predagog. lib. I. c. 6. 
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ment, of objective truth and the subjective state of the individual, pre
sented itself to Clement just as it sprung out of the depths of his own 
Christian consciousness, - although the N eo-Platonic philosophy lent 
him a form for the expression of it, in what it taught concerning the 
identity of subject and object-of the vooiiv and the VOTJTOV, at the 
highest position of knowledge.! 

This accordingly is, in the Alexandrian scheme, the subjective con
dition, and the subjective essence of the Gnosis. As it respects the ob
jective source of knowledge, whence the Gnosticus should seek to de
rive still deeper and clearer views of the truths he has received by faith 
into his inner life, -this, according to Clement, is Holy Scripture. 
If it was the case with many, who were without the requisite training, 
necessary to enable them to search the scriptures for themselves, that 
they simply adhered to the essential and fundamental truths of faith, 
which, in conformity with the Paradosis, had been communicated to 
them in their earliest instruction, yet the Gnosticus must distinguish him
self from these ordinary believers by-his ability to prove those truths; 
to deduce them from a comparison of the different parts of holy scrip
ture; and to draw from the same source the refutation of all opposite 
errors. Instead of a faith grounded on the authority and tradition of 
the church, he should possess a faith grounded on the knowledge of 
the Bible. Accordingly Clement says: 2 "Faith is, so to speak, the 
compendious knowledge of essentials; Gnosis, the incontrovertible 
demonstration of the things received by faith, erected on the founda.
tion of faith, through the doctrine of our Lord, whereby faith is raised 
to an irrefragable scientific knowledge." The same father, in meeting 
the objection of Pagans and Jews, that it was impossible, owing to the 
multitude of sects among the Christians, to know where the truth was 
to be found, points them to th.e infallible criterion of Holy Writ, and 
observes: " We rely not on men, who merely give us their opinions, 
over against which we, in like manner, may set our own. But if it is 
not enough merely to give our opinion, if it is necessary to prove what 
we affirm, we do not wait for the testimony of men, but prove it by the 
word of the Lord, which is the most certain of all arguments, or rather the 
only one - the form of knowing whereby those who have barely tasted 
of the scriptures, become believers, and those who have made greater. 
progress and become accurately acquainted with the truth, are 
G1wstiC8." 3 

Hence Clement denominates the Gnosis which results from compar
ing different passages of scripture, and which deduces the conclusions 
that flow from the acknowledged maxims of faith, a scientific faith.4 
The Gnostic, according to him, is one who has grown grey in the study 
of the holy scriptures; whose life is nothing else than a series of works 

1 'Or Pl1lCfn brtcrrT,Pllv lx££v Kai yvC:;O'tV ICvptaKilr OtoaO'lCaA,iar e7rOtlcooopovpiv11 Tij
ICtlCrilaiiat, (TOV YV(,)O'TtlCOV.) l1rtO'T7Jfll1V oe 'lrLO'TEt, tk TO up.eTa7rT(,)Tov leaL peT' £7rl0'rf}
elvat teat yvC:;O'tV. L. c. 1. IV. f. 490. Pll~ lCaTaA,ll7rTOV 'lrapa7rip7rovaa. Strom. 1. 

2 'R pEv OVV 7riO'Ttr O'VVTop.Or £O'TtV, Wr VII. f. 732. 
!7rO~ tl7rt'iv, TC:;V KaTE7reLYOVT(,)V YVC:;O'L~. iJ 8 Strom. VIT. f. 757. 
yvC:;O'tr ae U1f'()Ou;tr TC:;V ata 7rLO'TEWr 7rap "E'lftO'Tl1POVLICTJ 7rLO'TLr. Strom. L II. £ 
tLA,llPp.ev(,)V lO'xvpa lea, f3if3aLor, &ta ril~ 381. 

http:O'VVTop.Or
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and of words, corresponding with the transmitted doctrine of our Lord.1 

But it is only for the Gnostic that the holy scriptures generate such a 
knowledge of divine things, because it is he only who brings to them 
the believing recipient sense. Where this is wa~ting, the scriptures 
appear unfruitfu1.2 • This inner sense, however, is not sufficient of itself 
to deduce from the holy scriptures the truths they contain, ~ unfold 
these truths in all their bearings and form them into an organic whole, 
as well as to defend them against the objections of pagans and heretics, 
and to apply them to everything hitherto presented to man's faculty of 
knowledge. There is required for this a previous scientific culture, 
and such a culture could not be created new and at once by Christian
ity; but Christianity must here form a union with the scientific culture 
which had resulted from the previous history of mankind, in order that, 
as the leaven for all that pertains to humanity,S it may gradually per
vade it, and fashion it to its own likeness. 

It was here the Alexandrian Gnosis drew upon itself numerous ob. 
jections from the other party, who despised the culture of the Greeks 
as altogether repugnant to Christianity. Against these, its advocates 
must defend themselves and vindicate their peculiar method on what 
grounds they could. Interesting is this conflict, which has so often 
been repeated in history. It was argued against the Alexandrians, that 
the prophets, and the apostles at any rate, had no concern with philosoph.
ical culture. Clement answered: " The apostles and prophets, as disci
ples of the Spirit, spake certainly what the Spirit communicated to 
them; but we can rely on no such guidance of the Holy Spirit super
seding all human means of culture, to enable U8 to unfold the hidden 
sense of their words. He who would have his thoughts enlightened by 
the power of God, must already have accustomed himself to philoso
phize on spiritual things, must have already inured himself to that form 
of thought, which is now t<> be animated by a new and higher spirit. 
A logical cultivation of the mind is necessarily required, in order duly 
to distinguish the doubtful and synonymous words of scripture." ~ 
In answer to those who would have men satisfied with faith alone, and 
who rejected all science which men might wish to employ in the service 
of faith, he says: "It is as though they would look for the grapes at 
.once, without having bestowed any previous culture on the vine. Un
der the ficrure of the vine our Lord is presented to us, from which we 
lnust exp~t the fruit to come only in proportion to the reasonable care 
and art of the husbandman. It is necessary to prune, to dig, and to 
bind up; the hook, the hoe, and other implem~nts used in the culture 
of the vine, must be employed, that it may yield us the pleasant fruit."5 

1 Strom. 1. VII. f. 762, et 763. nature to unity." 'H laxvr TOV AOYOV ;, 
2 Strom. 1. VII. f. 756. 'foi, )'V(JerTlKOi, . Oot1£Laa npil', aVl'Topo, ovaa KaL ovvaTq, 

1(£/(v~/(aaLl' al ypaI/Jai. 7rUVTa Tal' KaTaOE~Up£l'Ol' Kat lVTOr eaVTOU 
8 Wbich similitude of the lea.ven Clem- KTTjaap£Vov avrill', e7rlK£Kpvp/lil'(J' T£ Kat 

ent understood how to explain in a. very u¢ul'(Jr 7rpa, lavTi;l' lAK£l KaL TO 7rciv aVTov 
beautiful manner. He calls it "the power aVaTTJ/la ei, lvOTT/Ta crvl'aY£L. Strom. lib. 
bestowed on us by the Word, which by V. f. 587. 
small means effects much in l\ secret, invis- 4 Strom. lib. I. f. 292. 
ible manner, attracting to itself every one :; L. c. f. 291. 
who has received it, and reducing his whole 

45· 
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It appears, according to this, to have been considered as the proper 
business of the Gnosis, to unfold the included sum of the faith, to di
gest it, and preserve it from the intermixture of foreign elements. 

Clement had to defend the Alexandrian Gnosis against the objection, 
that divine revelation was not allowed to be in itself the sufficient source 
of truth, . but was represented as standing in need of additional aid and 
support from without itself; that such as had not enjoyed the advan
tage of scientific culture, were precluded from the possibility of under
standing it. To this he answers: 1 "If it were necessary to draw a dis
tinction for the sake of those who are always ready with their com
plaints, we might call philosophy a co-operating help in acquiring the 
knowledge of truth; a seeking after truth; a preparatory discipline of 
the Gnostic; but that which simply cooperates we make not the cause, 
the principal thing. We do not represent it as though the latter could 
not exist without philosophy; for in fact nearly everyone among us, 
without having gone through the circle of the sciences,2 without the 
Grecian philosophy, many of us without even knowing how to read or 
write, carried captive by that divine philosophy which came from the 
barbarians, have, by the power from on high, through faith, received the 
doctrine of God. Complete and sufficient in itself, then, is the doctrine 
of our Saviour, as the po,yer and wisdom of God; and when to this 
is added the Grecian philosophy, it does not indeed make the truth any 
more powerful, but it renders futile the attacks of sophistry, and, as it 
wards off every fraudulent plot devised against the truth, has been 
properly denominated the wall and hedge of the vineyard.3 The truth 
of faith is like the bread which is indispensable to life; the preparatory 
discipline may be compared to that which is eaten with the bread, and 
to the dessert." 

, In general, we must allow, Clement was distinguished for the mild
ness and moderation with which he met the opponents of the Alexan
drian Gnosis. He was himself aware how their fears had been excited 
by the corruptions to which simple Christianity was exposed among so 
many sects who were inclined to mix up into the gospel what was most 
foreign to its spirit; he was aware how natural it is for man to con
found the abuse and the right use of the same thing; but yet the zeal 
- often we must allow too ignorant zeal- of his opponents, and his 
own conviction that that grossly material and one-sided tendency was 
a serious hindrance to the spirit of Christianity which was striving to 
ennoble the whole man, and that many were thereby prevented from 
embracing it, seduced him into the error of expressing himself some~ 
what too roughly against these opponents, and of denying them the justice 
due to their honest zeal; as when he says: 4 " It is not unknown to me 
what many an ignorant brawler I) • has at his tongue's end, that faith 
should cling to the most necessary things, to the essential points, and 
pass over those foreign and superfluous matters which detain us to no 

1 Strom. lib. I. f. 318. the Alexandrians applied to the relation of 
2 'Avev rijr lYKVKAiov 1rauldar. philosophy itself to the Christian gnosis. 
B What the ancients said of logic in its re f Strom. lib. L f. 278. 

lation to philosophy, that it was the ~ptrK6r, Ii 'Aflai7i:Jr 'l/JC1tpcJdur. 
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purpose on what has no concern with our great object;" and again: 1 

"The multitude dread the Grecian philosophy,2 as children do a mask, 
fearing it will carry them off. But if their faith is of such a sort (for 
knowledge I certainly could not call it) as that it may be subverted by 
specious words, it is always liable to be so subverted; for they confess 
themselves that they have not the truth; since truth is invincible, but 
false opinions are overthrown at any moment." We perceive here the 
high-hearted confidence of Clement in the might of Christian truth, 
which had nothing to fear from opposition, but would rather shine forth 
by its means with still greater lustre - aItbough it must be allowed, 
this confidence leads him to bear too hard against a faith which, in the 
consciousness of its own weakness, is too anxiously concerned about the 
safety of its dearest possession. The Gnostic, according to Clement,
alluding to that saying ascribed in the apocryphal gospels to our Sa
viour - "ylvul'&e tJOlClPOt Tparre'lTat," (be ye skilful money-changers)
should in all cases be able to distinguish truth from specious error, as 
genuine from counterfeit coins, and therefore stand in no fear of error, 
however specious. He needed to be familiar with the Grecian philoso
phy, for the very purpose of pointing out to the philosophicallyeduca
ted pagans its errors and its insufficiency, of refuting them on their 
own position, and of conducting them from this to the knowledge of 
the truth. " Thus much," observes Clement,S" I would say to those 
who are so fond of complaining: if the philosophy is unprofitable, yet 
the study of it is profitable, if there is profit to be derived from thl)r
oughly demonstrating that it is an unprofitable thing. Then again, we 
cannot condemn the heathens by merely pronouncing sentence on their 
dogmas; we must enter with them into the development of each in de
tail, until we compel them to acquiesce in our sentence; for that sort 
of refutation wins the most confidence, which is united with a thorough 
knowledge of the matter in hand." He says in another place: 4 " We 
must offer to the Greeks who seek after that which passes with them 
for wisdom, things of a kindred nature, so that they may come, as it 
may be expected they will, in the easiest way, through what is already 
familiar to them, to the belief of the truth. For I become all things 
to all men, says the apostle, that I may win all." 

The most violent opponents of this liberal tendency, in order to a. 
total condemnation of the study of the Greek philosophy, brought in the 
Jewish legend related in the apocryphal book of Enoch, which repre
sented all the higher kinds of knowledge as having come to the heathen 
out of due course through the agency of fallen spirits; and they held 
all heathen philosophers, without distinction, to be organs of the evil 
spirit. 1'hey either considered the whole pagan world before Christ to 
be in direct opposition to Christianity; confounded what was pagan 
with the original and divine element, without which Paganism, which 

1 L. c. lif>. VI. f. 655. rantly stopping their ears; for thcy'are con
2 Clement, Stromttt. VI. 659, wittily re scions, if they once lend an ear to the Greek 

n1arks, " Most CllIistians treat th~ doctrine philosophy, they would be unable to make 
in a boorish manner, like the companions good their escape." . 
of U1ysRe~, who sou1!ht not to avoid the 8 Stromat. lib. 1. f. 278. 
Syrens, but their rhythm and song, igno- ~ L. c. lib. V. f. 554. 
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only adulterated and obscured this, could not have existed at all; re
fused to know any point of union betwixt Christianity and that part 
of man's nature which, through all his corruption, intimates his relation· 
ship to God, and without which Christianity never could have been 
planted in the soil of heathenism; or, like the stern and fiery Tertullian, 
the friend of nature and all original manifestation of life, the foe of art 
and false cultivation, they saw in philosophy nothing but the hand of 
Satan, falsifying and mutilating the original form of nature .. Clement 
endeavored to confute this party also, on their own chosen position. 
" EYen were this view correct," says he, "yet even Satan could deceive 
men, only by clothing himself as an angel of light; he must be obliged 
to draw men by the appearance of truth, by mingling truth with false· 
hood; and we must still search for, and acknowledge, the truth, from 
whatever quarter it may come. And even this communication can 
take place no otherwise than according to the will of God; must there
fore be included with all the rest in God's plan of education for the 
human race." 1 

Yet, speaking from his own position, he declares himself very strongly 
against such a view. "How should it not seem strange," says he, 
"when disot.:der and sin are the appropriate works of Satan, that he 
should be represented as the bestower of a benefit, philosophy,
for in this he would seem to have been more benevolent to the good 
men amongst the Greeks, than Divine Providence itself." 2 

Clement, on the other hand, in the progressive steps of the Greek 
philosophy traces the working of a divine system for the education of 
mankind, - a sort of preparation for Christianity, suited to the pecu
liar character of the Greeks. It was the favorite idea of Clement, that 
the divine plan for the education of mankind constituted a great whole, 
the end of which he considered to be Christianity, and within which he 
included not merely the providential dealings of God with the Jewish 
people, but also, though in a different way, the providential dealings of 
God with the heathen world.3 In reference to that particularizing 
conception of history, which would confine the directing agency of God 
in preparing the way for Christianity exclusively ,vithin the narroW 
compass of the Jewish nation, Clement remarks: "Every movement 
to that which is good, comes from God. He employs those men who 
are peculiarly fitted to guide and instruct others,4 as his organs to work 
on the larger portions of mankind. Such were the better sort among the 
Greek philosophers. That philosophy which forms men to virtue, can
not be a work of evil; it remains, then, that it should be of God, whose 
only work is to move to that which-is good. And all gifts bestowed by 
God are bestowed for right ends, and recei\Ted for right ends. Philos
ophy is not found in the possession of bad men, but was given to the 
best men among the Greeks: it is evident, therefore, from what source 
it was derived, and that it is the gift of that Providence which bestows 
on each whatever, under his own peculiar circumstances, it is proper he 

, 
1 The sense of the passages in Strom. lib. 8 See the General Introduction, vol. I. 

VI. 647, and lib. I. 310. t The ~repovtlcoi and 1rauJevTtlcoi. 

2 Strom. lib. VI. f. 693. 
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should receive. Thus we see, that to the Jews was given the law, to 
the Greeks philosophy, until the appearance of our Lord. From this 
period the universal call has gone forth for a peculiar people, who are 
to be made righteous through the doctrines of faith, now that the com
mon God of both Greeks and barbarians, or rather of the entire human 
race, has brought all together by one common Lord.1 Before the ap
pearance of our Lord, philosophy was necessary to the Greeks as a 
mean8 of righteou8nes8; but now it is u8eful in the service of piety, as 
a sort of preparation for exhibiting the evidence of faith: for thy foot 
will not stumble when thou derivest all good from Providence, whether 
it belong to the heathens or to ourselves; since God is the Author of 
all good - partly in a special sense, as in the gift of the Old and New 
Testaments, partly in a more indirect sense, as in the case of philoso
phy. Perhaps the latter, however, was also given to the Greeks in a 
special sense, before our Lord called the Gentiles, since it educated the 
Gentiles, as the law did the Jews, for Christianity; and philosophy was 
a preparatory step for those who were tQ be conducted through Christ 
to perfection." 2 When Clement speaks of a righteousness to be ob
tained by philosophy, he does not mean that philosophy could lead men 
to the end of their moral destination, and qualify them for attaining to 
everlasting life: for this he held the redemption to be absolutely neces
sary; nothing else could, in his opinion, be an adequate substitute for 
this fact; it would all serve only as a preparation for the appropriating 
of this as the ultimate end. The firmness of his conviction on this 
point is evident indeed from the fact - which we shall CDnsider more 
~inutely in another connection - that he held to the necessity of a par
ticular arrangement, in order to bring even those heathens whom he so 
mildly judged, to the conscious appropriation, after death, of the re
demption. He distinguishes between a doctrine that makes man right
eous, which in his view is the gospel only, and a doctrine which could 
do no more than prepare the way for this.3 He distinguishes between 
a certain staO'e in the awakening of the religious moral sense, a certain 
stage of excitement tq moral effort, of moral preconformation, and that 
universal complete righteousness which is the end of man's nature gen
erally,4 in contradistinction to that partial cultivation of human nature 
which belonO's tQ a distinct period of human development. He says 5 

of the Greeko philosophy, that it is too weak to fulfil the precepts of our 
Lord; that it· only serves, by ennobling the manners and by encour
aging the belief in a Providence, to prepare the minds of men for the 
due reception of the royal doctrine.6 "As God s.h?wcd his regard for 
the well-being of the Jews," says Clement, " by gIVIng them the proph
ets, so tQO he separated from the mass of common men the most eminent 
among the Greeks, making them appear as the prophets of that peo
ple in their own language, according to the degree in which they were 

1 Strom. Jib. VI. f. 693 et 694. 4 'H Ka{}DI.ov OtKatouVv1l. Strom. J. 319. 

2 Strom. lib. I. f. 282. 6 L. Co I. f. 309. 

8 6tdauKaAia 1J TE OtKalovua, 1J TE elr 6 'Ap1lyi1rT] u(,)9povi(ovua TO 1r8or lCa2 


TOVTO ;retpay(,)yovua Kat O"VAAap{3avovua. 1rportJ7rovua Kat 7rpOUTV¢ovua Elr rrapatJoxitv 
Strom. lib. VI. f. 644. Ti" ciATJ{}eia~ TOV 7rpovotav oO~U(OVTa. 
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capable of receiving his blessing. And as now, at the proper time,! 
comes the proclamation of the gospel, so at the proper time were given 
to the Jews the law and the prophets, and to the Greeks, philosophy, 
that their ears might be practised for this proclamation." 2 

In fact Clement had observed with regard to many a man. of philo
sophical education, perhaps he had learned from his own experience, 
that the previous cultivation of philosophy might prove a transition
point to Christianity; and hence he appeals, in evidence of what he had 
said, to the fact, that those who received the faith were conducted alike 
from the discipline of the Greeks, as weh as of the law, to that one 
family composed of the people of the redeemed.3 "As the Pharisees, 
who mingled the divine law with human ordinances, came through the 
medium of Christianity to a right knowledge of the law, so the philos
ophers, who had obscured the revelation of divine tnlth in the mind of 
man by human one-sidedness, came through Christianity to the true" 
philosophy." 4 To illustrate the transfiguration of philosophy by Chris
tianity, Clement uses the comparison of the graft, a figure which had 
already been employed by the apostle in an analogous sense, and 
which happily sets forth the ennobling influence of Christianity on hu
man nature. " The wild olive," he observes, " is not wanting in sap, 
but in the power of rightly digesting the sap which flm'Vs to it in abun
dance. In like manner the philosopher, who may be compared to the 
wild olive·, is possessed of a great deal of crude and indigested matter, 
being full of an active spirit of inquiry, and of longing after the noble 
sap of truth; and when now he receives the divine power, through 
faith, he digests the nutriment which had been conveyed to him and 
becomes a noble olive-tree." 5 This comparison is certainly well suited 
to express the thought which Clement had in his mind, that as the 
whole wealth of human culture cannot make up for the want of the 
divine life, which it needs in order to be ennobled by it; so the new 
divine principle of life imparted by Christianity needs the whole wealth 
of human culture, in order to acquire shape, and to incorporate itself 
therein. Clement employs another happily chosen similitude, when he 
says, that the full, pure revelation of divine truth in Christianity stands 
in the same relation to the fragmentary, partial, and turbid apprehen
sion of it in human systems, as the pure, clear rays of light beaming 
forth immediately from the sun, to those which are artificially col. 
l~cted under a burning glass.6 Thus Clement secures the central posi
tlO~ .for a more unbiassed contemplation of the developing process of 
rehgtous truth, as well in the period after, as before, Christ's appear
an~e; as well in the Christian heresies, as in the systems of Greek 
philosophy which were more or less connected with a religious interest. 
Everywhere he finds alloyed, dissipated, and sundered from its natural 

1 KaTu lCatpov, i. c. when, under the pre S L. c. f. 672. 
vious guidance of Divine Providence man- 6 'H pev £AA1JVLlCq tptAocrot/Jta TY lIC T;'~ 
kind had become prepared for it. ' DpaAA.tOO~ eouct AapTriJoovL, 1}v aVU:1rToVaLV 

2 Tu~ alCou~ l-&i'ovaa 1rp?J~ TO lC~pvypa. uVDPCJ1rOL rrapa f),,;'ov, ICAbrTOVTt~ lvTixvCJ~ 
L. c.lib. VI. f. 636, seq. TO tpi:J~. "1JPVx&ivTO~ Oe TOV AOYOV, 1f'iiv 

3 Strom. lib. VI. f. 636 et 637. lICtlvo T?J uywv UiAapt/Je 9i:J~. Strom.!' V 
• L. c. f. 644. f. 560; 1. VI. f. 688. 
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and original unity, what in the primihve, pure Christianity is exhibited 
as a whole, uniting together all the individual momenta in harmonious 
agreement. The error arises from giving undue prominence and indi
viduality to the moments, which only by their mutual union form the 
whole. In this view, Clement says: 1 "As the truth, then, is one, for 
falsehood only has a thousand bye-paths - a thousand fragments, (like 
the Bacchantes who cut to pieces the limbs of Pentheus;) so the sects 
that come from the barbarians (the Christian sects) and the sects of 
the Greek philosophy boast of that portion of truth which they possess, 
~s if it were the whole truth; but by the rising of the light, everything 
18 brought into day." "As Eternal Being," says he, " brings to view 
in a moment what in time is divided into past, present, and future; so 
truth has the power of assembling together its kindred seeds, although 
they may have fallen on an alien soil. The Greek and the barbarian 
philosophies have in some sort rent eternal truth into fragments, not as 
in that my thus of Bacchus, but in the divine revelation of the eternal 
Word. But he who brings together again what they have rent asunder, 
and reduces the Word to its completeness and unity, will discern the 
truth without any danger of mistake." 2 

Thus it was Clement, from whom first proceeded the idea of a scien
tific conception of history having its ground in Christianity, - the idea 
of a true understanding of the history of doctrines, as a developing 
process going forth from the Christian consciousness, exhibiting itself, 
with more or less of purity, in all forms, within and without the church, 
- an idea which, after it had first taken start, and been propagated in 
the Alexandrian school, compelled to yield to a one-sided dogmatic and 
a narrow polemic spirit, was soon lost, to rise again, and find - only after 
many great revolutions of the human mind in religion and science - a 
more congenial soil in far later times. Thus the Alexandrians knew 
how to distinguish, even in the heresies, a Christian truth at bottom; 
and to discriminate the importance of controverted questions by their 
different relations to the essence of Christianity.3 

In one aspect of the case, it might seem, then, that Clement, so far 
from acknowledging the distinction which the Gnostics made of an esoteric 
and an exoteric Christianity, held to one life of faith in all Christians, 
and understood by the Gnosis nothing more nor less than the scientific 
~owledge and development of the included sum of doctrines contained 
lU the faith: - and so conceived the difference between the yvwerl, and 
the 1tLerTlr;, U:ot as a material, but only as a formal one. But although 
Such a view must have occurred to him, from the connection of the 
Ohristian life with Christian thinking, yet it was something too novel to 
be at once fully apprehended and consistently carried out. The all

1 L. c. I. 298. 8 See, for example, in Strom. lib. VI. f. 
2 "HTe {3up{3apo, nTe iAAT/VllC~ q,l'Aoeroq,ta 675, the important distinction between 01 
~ ~tdlOV u"A11'&etav errrapaYfLov TLva ou Tr;r; rrepi. Tlva TWV lv" fLipet ertpa"AAofLevot and ot 
AUJ'/Ivaov fLVl90Aoyiar;, ri';, ae TOU AOYOV TOU elr Ta ICVpltJTara rraparrirrTovrer;'. Compar~ 
~l1TOr; ud 19-eoAoyiar rre1toLT/TaL. '0 ae Ta Clement's judgment on l\fontanism, cited 
'JIPTJfLiva C1'Vvt'hl, aMh, leal lvo1totTJerar above, p. 520. 

TeAelOV TOV AOYOV, ulCLVavvw(' tV im9' OTt 
ICQT<npeTaL rljv ciA~tgelav. 
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pervading Christian principle, in contradistinction from the aristocratic 
principle of education and scientific culture among the ancients, had 
still to come into conflict, even in those minds to which it found access, 
with various reactions of the earlier systems, until an independent 
Christian theology and system of faith could proceed out of it; as we 
shall see when we come to consider the genetic development of these 
principles down to the revolution brought about in the Western the
ology by Augustin. Accordingly, we see Clement still verging again 
towards the Gnostic or the Platonic position. With that idea of faith, 
derived from the essence or Christianity, was mixed up in his concep
tion of it, the notion that still clung to him, and which was derived from 
the Platonic philosophy, of the opposition between a religion of the 
more highly cultivated minds, to be arrived at through the medium of 
science, and the religion, cleaving to sense and entangled in mere opin
ion, (oo;a,) of the many. 

He seems, if we may judge from several of his explanations, to un
derstand by 7riaTl~ only a very subordinate position of subjective Chris
tianity - of the Christian life; a carnal, implicit faith, adhering to the 
mere letter, which was still at a very far remove from the proper spirit 
and essence of Christianity, answering rather to the standing ground 
of the law, than to that of the gospel. The Gnosis, on the other hand, 
is according to him an inward, living, spiritual Christianity, a divine 
life, similar to what the mystic opposes, as true inward Christianity, to 
mere historical faith. 'Vhile the simple believer is impelled t~ that 
which is good by the fear of punishment and the hope of future bless
edness; the Gnostic, on the other hand, is stimulated to all his efforts 
by the inward and free impulses of love. He requires no outward evi
dence to convince him of the divine character of Christianity - he 
lives in the consciousness, the immediate intuition, of divine truth, and 
feels himself to be already blessed in this. 'Vhile the mere believer 
( 1rtaTlICOr) acts from obscure feelings, and sometimes, therefore, fails of 
what is right, or at least fails to do what is right in the right way; the 
Gnostic, on the other hand, acts uniformly with clear Christian con
sciousness, under the guidance of an enlightened reason.l Clement 
fixes as the distinguishing characteristic of the Gnosticus, what belongs 
to the essence of the purely Christian position generally; - namely, 
that through love the future is already made present.3 What the 
Stoics said of the wise man, he applied to the Gnosticus. The latter 
alone does right for the sake of the right end, to which the whole life 
should be referred, with clear consciousness. All his actions are there
fore, as Clement terms them, according to the Stoic terminology, 
lCaTop{JcJflaTa. The good, on the other hand, which the 7rlaTlICOr; does, in 
a more unconscious way, - instinctively, - is a piaov, something inter
mediate between good and evil.3 This resembles what the Gnostics 

1 Strom. f. 518, 519, et 645. Strom. lib. VI. f.669. With which may be 
2 'EaTlV aVTifJ dt' ayuil'TJv Ev£aTOr r;dTJ rc) compared, perhaps, what he says of the 

U£AAOV. L. c. 1. VI. f. 652. oP-&OOO;u.O'Tatr lCaAovflivou;. 'EpYOlr lI'POq· 
. a Toli de all'Ai:lr 1rtaTOV p.iC17J Trpii.;tr; U ~ipoVTal ICaAoir, OVIC eld6r£~ Ii 7rOlOVO',. L. 
YOtr' UV flTJd£7rlJ ICCli,u AOYOV t1rtitAOVP.tv"l' c. lib. I. f. 292.
fl1Ioe ~ lCar' t1rtaTaalV ICarop{Jovl-'ivrJ. 
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said of the good works of. the psychical natures. Hence the 'IVWt1lr; is 
its own end, and the highest - not a means to something else; for it is 
the life in the godlike itself. It would live only in the uninterrupted 
contemplation of the godlike, and struggles only to come in possession 
of itself. But the 1l"tt1Tlr; is a means, inasmuch as it is impelled to the 
avoidance of sin and to obedience by the fear of punishment and the 
hope of reward.! 'Ve find in Clement a remarkable exposition of the 
difference between intuition, knowledge, and faith, wherein he defines 
their relation to each other. Faith receives the fundamental doctrines, 
without intuition, only with a view to practical exercise; the intuition 
of the spirit soars immediately to what is highest; the intermediate 
steps of demonstration is what he calls yvWt1lr; and emt1T~P1J.2 

In speaking of the progressive steps in the divine education of man, 
where he represents the Logos as the 1'Jelor; 1l"aloa'lCJ'IOr;, Clement says: 3 

"All men belong to him, some with consciousness of what he is to 
them, others as yet without it; some 'as friends, others as faithful 
servants, others barely as servants. He is their Teacher, educating 
the Gnostics by the revelation of mysteries, (the inward intuition of 
truth,) the believer by good hopes, and the hardened by co:rrective dis
cipline affecting the outward sense." ·What Clement says, then, on the 
relation of the YVCJt1TlICOr; to the maTt/cor; in respect to subjective Christian
ity, would seem to agree entirely with what the Gnostics taught con
cerning the relation of the 7rVevflaTlKOr; to the 1j!VXlKor; in the same respect: 
but still there is this important difference, in two particulars; first, that 
Clement did not derive these two several positions from an original dif
ference of human natures, but allowed that a capacity for attaining to 
the highest existed equally in all; so that everything was made to de
pend simply on the cultivation of that capacity, conditioned on each 
one's O"ll activity. Next, Clement differs from the Gnostics, in that 
he recognizes the same foundation of objective Christianity for both the 
higher and lower position of Christian knowledge and life. It might 
be said, that the two different positions of subjective Christianity, how
ever, which Clement nere distinguishes, actually existed at that time; 
and moreover, since they are grounded in human nature, 'are found 
again in other times; so that the language employed to denote these 
two several positions is not of so much importance; - for it can make 
no so great difference whether we suppose two several degrees in the 
development of faith and of the life in faith, or whether, like Clement 
in many passages of his writings, we attribute the true spiritual life of 
faith to the Gnosis only. Yet this distinction is by no means of such 
inferior importance as it might seem to be at the first glance, but is 
both more deeply grounded and followed by more important cons~ 
quences than would at first ~ppear. The reason why the Alexandn
ans conceived the matter in th.is way, lay partly in their predominant 

1 L. c. lih. VI. f. 663, yvWt1lr; Te Ka2 trrlt1T~/l1J ovo/lut;eTa£; lv de 
2 The different meanings of 9P6v1J(1lr;~ RC Tolr; ev'Aa{3eiav (J1JVTelVOVt1£ yevofl~ll, Ka2 

cording to the different ways of emplo1.ing uvev 1'JeCJplar; 1l"apaoe;a/lev1J T~V apXlIcov 
the conception: 'ErrEtouv /lev lm{3a'AIV1) 'Aoyov, KaTa ri]v lv aUTij e;epyat1lar; T1JP1Jt1lV, 
'rolr; 1l"pcJTOlr; aiTtOlr;, V01Jt1l!: KaAeiTa£· OTav 1l"lt1Tlr "MyeTa£. L. c. lib. VI. f. 69!. 
de TaV'r1jV ci.rroOe£KTlKifj j.,oyftJ {3e{3alcJt11JTa£, 8 L. c.lib. Vil. f. 702. 
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intellectual tendency, and partly in the form under which faith was 
presented to them in the case of many of the Christians of that 

perAiod. d h fi . t .. 'd h t b th' 'I's regar s t erst pom , It IS eVI ent t a, y elr prevaI mg con· 
templative and speculative tendency of mind, their entanglement in the 
forms of the Platonic philosophy, the Alexandrians were hindered from 
acknowledging, in its full extent, the independent practical power of 
faith to transform the whole spiritual life from within; although, in order 
to arrive at this truth, Clement needed only to unfold what was already 
clearly involved in his own Janguage on this subject, which we cited 
above. 

As to the second point, we should not forget the particular shape un· 
der which faith, as many possessed it, was presented to the Alexandri
ans - where it consisted of little else than a blind belief on authority, 
accompanied, as it would seem, with a sort of sensuous Eudemonism. 
They could not fail to observe, it is true, the meliorating influence of 
faith on the life, even where it appeared to them under this form, 
when they compared the condition of these men, as Christians, with 
what they had previously been as Pagans; and indeed, as we have 
already remarked, they were far from denying it: but still they 
thought they could see nothing here of the ennobling influence of Chris
tianity on the whole inner nature of the man - nothing of the divine 
life of the spirit; and this sensuous Christianity was repugnant to their 
own spiritualizing mode of thought. They might be led, too, it may be 
supposed, by the repulsive impression which this sensuous form pro
duced on their rinds, to overlook the divine life which lay hidden un· 
der this incrustation, without being able as yet to break. through the 
indurated shell. And again we ought not to forget, that, when the new 
spiritual world first began to be formed out of Christianity, there was 
much still lying confused in a chaotic mass that could be separated and 
reduced to order only by slow degrees; - as for example, the different 
parts of theology, which afterwards mutually set bounds to each other, 
and the departments of a theology which was to spring immediately out 
of Christianity, and of a Christian philosophy, which was to receive 
from Christianity its main impulse and direction. Thus a great deal 
that was vague and erroneous might be traced to the fact, that hetero
geneous interests and wants were confounded with each other in the 
souls of these men; although the immediate religious interest was with 
the~ ever the predominant one. Hence, forgetting the immediate and 
origmally practical aim of holy writ, they sought in it for the solution 
of questions which it was never designed to answer. 

This mistake discovers itself in the answer which Clement gave to 
those who opposed the humility of knowledge to the Alexandrian 
Gnosis.. "T.he wise man is convinced," said they," that there are 
many thmg~ mcomprehensible; and precisely in acknowledging the in
comprehensIbleness of these thin!!S consists his wisdom." But Clement 
replied: "This wisdom belong;' as well to those also who are c~pable 
only of very narrow and limited views. The Gnosticus comprehends 
what to others appears incomprehensible; for he is convinced that to 
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the Son of God nothing is incomprehensible, and that there is nothing, 
therefore, concerning which he may not be taught by him; for he who 
suffered out of love to us, could withhold from us nothing which is neces
sary for our instruction in the Gnosis.1 " 

The fundamental ideas here unfolded, respecting different stages of 
development in Christianity, we find presented once more by Origen, 
the second great teacher of the Alexandrian school; but in such a way 
as leads us to recognize in him a disciple gifted with creative powers of 
his own; - one who, although excited by ideas received from another, 
or passing current in a certain circle, yet did not adopt them as a mat
ter of tradition, but reproduced them in an independent manner out of 
his Own Christian experience and reflection, - seized and digested them 
in a form peculiar to himself, and full of his own life and spirit. And 
here we must notice the fact, that he did not belong to that class who 
had been conducted by the Platonic element of philosophical culture 
out of the midst of paganism to Christianity, but that he came to strive 
after a Gnosis from the position of a well-assured faith and childlike 
piety. This earnest and settled faith he had received from a Christian 
education; and to this he ever remained true, amidst all the changes of 
his outward and inner life. As the fervor of his piety, when a child, 
had led him to seek martyrdom; so in the evening of life, when his fun
damental principle in theology.and dogmatics had undergone an entire 
change, he still displayed the·same earnest zeal, which subjected him to 
great sufferings in the cause of his faith. Even after he had settled 
the principles of his Gnosis, far was it from his thoughts ever to resolve 
Christianity into a certain system of general ideas, and to consider the 
historical element as nothing but their drapery. The acknowledgment 
of the great facts of Christianity in their reality - this was the pre
supposition which his Gnosis adopted from faith; and it was to be the 
~im of the former, to understand the full significance of these very facts 
III their connection with the whole developing process of the universe. 
The Gnosis was to demonstrate, that without these facts the universe 
could never have reached the ultimate goal of its completion. With 
~he striving to penetrate beneath the surface into the interior of things 
18 not united here, as might possibly happen in such a tendency, an in
clination to evaporate everything into the subjective; but, on the con
trary, an aim to understand the great phenomena of relibrion according 
to their objective import, and in their connection with supernatural fac
tors. "'tVe will illustrate this position by a remarkable example. Thus, 
~rigen seeks for the cause of the sudden conversion of entire popula
~lons or cities, not in their previous course of development, but in the 
Impression which the appearance of Christ produced on the spiritual 
powers presiding over these populations; just as, in the case of the 
Gnostics, the effect of Christ's appearance on the spirit of humanity 
and of history was objectized into an effect on the Demiurge.2 

1 Strom. 1. VII. f. 649. 01]pi,!-, (Jure rlv(k ~'}.,a~ '1ro'}.,el~ ~ leal l~1] 
2 Origen, T. XIIL § 58: 'EycJ de vOflt(w olJmorepov '1ro'}.,'}.,Clv £uXTJleiVaL ra '1rp~r r~v 

Ka2 ;repl roil~ cip,tovra~ rL ytVe~all /lera Xplurov. 
/3a"Aovrar 17rl r~ Be'}.,riov l:v ry Xpu1rov t1rt
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In his controversies with the Pagans, who reproached the Christians 
as followers of a blind faith, Origen often declares it to be the peculi
arity of Christianity, as a revelation from God, who cares for the salva
tion of all men, that it has the power of attracting even the great mas
ses of mankind, those who are incapable of scientific inquiry, and of 
operating, by virtue of bare faith,l with divine power for their sanctifi
cation. He appeals to the experience of the many thousands who 
could bear testimony to this power of Christianity, and also to the 
analogy of all life, where every course of action, that contemplates 
some end in the future, must proceed on the ground of faith and 
trust.2 Those who had first attained to the faith only in this form, and 
become renewed by it, might next be led of themselves to penetrate 
by degrees more deeply into the sense of the holy scriptures.s The 
Pistis he considers to be the lowest position of Christianity,- a stage 
of it which must exist, "in order that the simple also, who devote them
selves so far as they can to a pious life, may obtain salvation." Above 
this he places the position of the Gnosis and of the Sophia. The latter 
is a divine wisdom, communicated by divine grace to such souls as are 
capable of receiving it, and as seek after it by the study of the scrip
tures and prayer to God. Human wisdom, the wisdom of this world, 
is only a preparatory discipline of the soul, designed to fit it, by culti
vating the powers of thought, for the attainment of that higher wis
dom, which is its true end.4 In refuting the Gnostics; who confined 
the faith which is awakened by miracles exclusively to the psychical 
natures, Origen adduced the example of the Apostle Paul, who was 
led to the faith by a miraculous vision.5 In relation to the fundamental 
principle of the Montanists, he took the right ground; placing the 
gifts connected with knowledge and teaching above the gift of miracles, 
and appealing to the fact, that Paul assigns to them the highest place, 
in that passage of the second epistle to the Corinthians which treats of 
the relation of these gifts to each other. 6 

Like Clement, Origen, in many passages of his writings, expresses 
himself emphatically with regard to the essence of faith, as being a fact 
of the inner life, whereby man enters into a real communion with divine 
things; and from this living faith, he distinguishes that which clings 
only to outward authority. Thus in his exposition of John 8: 24,7 he 
says: "Faith brings with it a spiritual· communion with him in whom 
one believes; - hende a kindred disposition of mind,S which will mani
fest itself in works. The object of faith is taken up into the inner 
life, and becomes to it an.informing principle. 'Vhere this is not the 
case, it is only a dead faith, and deserves not the name. Now as Christ 

1 i'tt..1} 1f'iurt(', 1f"UTtr ut..oyor. Ii In Joann. T. XIII. ~ 59. , 
2 Compare, e. g. c. Cels. lib. I. c. 9, and 6 'E1f'et rov t..6yov 1f'poEri!,a rwv TepaC1T!

lib. VI. c. 12, seqq. c.Jv tVEpyetwv, dtu rovro tvepy~!,ara dvvu
I Men' r"v cma; yevo!'w1J1l eluayc.Jy1}v, f'Ec.JV Kat xapiCf/.lara la!'arc.Jv tv r~ Karc.Jrtpt.) 

9tAOTt!,,,uacr-tJat 1f'p?!r r?i Kat {Ja{}vrepa rwv ri.{}1JCTt XiJp{L 1f'apil n} t..OytKu Xapiu!,ara. 
KEKPV!"uivc.Jv vOT//larc.Jv tv rair ypa9air C. Cels. 1. III. c. 46. 
lCaraAa{3elv. Philocal. c. 15. 7 In Joann. T. XIX. ~ 6. 

t rv!'vautov !'tV rpa/lEv Elvat Tiir 'l/J1Ix7'lr 8 dtaKeicr-tJaL /Caru r?ill A.6yw lCa~ C1Vfl1rt· 
r1}v av{}pc.J1f'iv1Jv uorpi.av, rEMf de r7}v t9eiav. tpvKwat avriiJ. 
c. Cels. 1. VI. c. 13. 
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presents himself to the religious consciousness as the Logos who has 
appeared in humanity under various relations,1 so the faith will corre
spond to these various relations; and as Christ is an object of faith in 
these different relations, he is received as such into the inner life;
~nd this must be actually manifested - nothing can gain admittance 
mto the life which conflicts with what Christ is in these several rela
tions. Thus with the faith in Christ as the justice, the wisdom, the 
power of God, is given also the appropriation of that which is involved 
m these conceptions, - and whatever contradicts them is banished." 
It might be said, it is true, " that Origen is here speaking rather of an 
ideal than of a historical Christ. Were the latter left wholly out of 
the account, and those gener.al attributes, of which Christ is here con
sidered as the bearer, substituted in place of him, nothing would be 
~hereby changed." But assuredly a meaning would thus be foisted 
mto the words of the great teacher which is wholly foreign from him; 
for it is difficult to conceive, how he whose higher life had sprung out 
of faith in the Christ of history, and ever continued to be rooted in that 
faith, could possibly, when this Christ had certainly become all that to 
himself which he denoted by these conceptions, entertain the intention 
?f separating what was so closely united in the experience of his own 
Inner life. From the spiritual fellowship, springing out of faith, with 
this real Christ, all these qualities should be developed in the case of 
~ach individual- an order of connection which is grounded moreover 
In his ideas, hereafter to be explained, on the relation of the l1rwTJpia 
'IlO1JrTJ roV :Wyov to the £1ru5TJflta a1(1{}1/r1J. And he says expressly, with the 
Apostle John, that whosoever denies the Son, the same hath not the 
~ather, in any form, "neither for the Pistis nor for the Gnosis." 2 It 
IS true, as we have just seen, that Origen acknowledged the importance 
of miracles as a means of awakening religious faith, and he recognizes 
a certain stage of faith, proceeding in the first place from the impres
sion produced by miracles; but yet he requires that the faith should 
rise higher than this stage, to the spiritual apprehension of the truth. 
Accordingly he distinguishes.S a sensuous faith in miracles from faith in 
the truth. He says, comparmg John 8 : 43 and 45: "Those sensuous 
Jews had indeed been impressed by the miracle, and believed in Jeslls 
as a worker of miracles; but they had not the recipient temper for 
divine truth, and did not believe in J esliS as a revealer of the more 
profound truths of religion ;" 4 and he adds: " 'tVe see the sam.t thing 
exemplified at the present day by multitudes, who wonder at Jesus 
When they contemplate his history, yet believe in him no longer, when 
Some more profound doctrine, exceeding thcir own power of compre
hension, is unfolded; but suspect that it is false. Let us therefore 
take heed, lest he say to us also, ' Ye believe me not, because I tell 
you the truth.' " 

Origen sometimes compares the relation of the Pi8tis t{) the Gnosis, 

1 The different e1rtVo'laL Toii Xpurroii. 4 As if Christ would have snid: Ka&' 0 
2 In Joann. T. XIX. § 1. Ed. Lorn flEv uput1TLa rrotiJ, 1rtt1UVeT£ flOt , Ka&' 0 oe 

matzsch, T. II. p. 143. T~V uA~&£taV AiyCJ, ov 1rtt1Tevere flOt• 
~ In Joann. T. XX. c. 25. 
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with the relation of the present world to the future, - of that which is 
in part to that which is perfect, - of faith to intuition. So when he 
says: "They who have received the charisma of the Gnosis and of the 
Sophia, live no longer in faith, but in open vision; - they are the 
spiritually-minded, who are no longer at home in the body, but even 
while here below are present with the Lord. But they are still at home 
in the body, and not yet present with the Lord, who do not understand 
the spiritual sense of scripture, but cleave wholly to its body, (its let
ter, see below.) For if the Lord is the Spirit, how can he be other
wise than still far from the Lord, who cannot as yet seize the spirit that 
maketh alive and the spiritual sense of scripture? But such a person 
lives in faith." 1 He takes great pains here to explain, in his own 
sense, what Paul had said, so directly contradictory to this view, con
cerning the relation of faith to open vision, in the fifth chapter of the 
second epistle 0 the Corinthians; combating, not without sophistical 
equivocation, the position correctly maintained by most· of the church 
fathers, that Paul spoke of himself as one who still lived in faith, and 
had not yet attained to open vision. He assumes that the phrases, 'J; to 
be present in the body" and "in the flesh," and "to live after the 
flesh," are synonymous; and so arrives at the conclusion, that Paul 
asserted this, not of himself and all spiritually-minded men, but only of 
believers who were still carnally-minded. 

Yet we ought not to infer too much from such a passage as the one 
-above cited. We should wholly misapprehend Origen, if for this rea
son we supposed, that he placed the Gnosis of this present life on a 
level with the intuition of the life eternal. Far was he from this. The 
longing after a divine life beyond this world was too deeply seated in 
his lofty spirit, to find its satisfaction so easily in the self-delusion of 
over-strained speculations. He longed after a knowledge of divine 
things no longer confined by the limitations of this earthly existence. 
In such places as the one alluded to, he speaks only in the way of com
parison, in conformity with the principles of a method of interpretation 
which allowed the same biblical expression to be variously explained, 
according to its several grades of application.' Thus he might employ, 
in order to explain the relation of the Old Testament to the New,
the relation of the Pistis to the Gnosis, - the same expression which, in 
its highest and fullest sense, had reference to the relation of the pres
ent w~ld to the' world tocome.2 In other passages, he expresses him
self strongly on this point, namely, that not only the knowledge of this 
life, as a knowledge only in part, shall vanish away, when the fulness 
of the eternal life appears, but that the same shall be true also of all 
the goods pertaining to the present life. He considers even the faith 
of this earthly life only as in part, and describes a perfect faith, which 
shall enter in at the same time with the perfect knowledge; of which 
faith 80 denominated, in this higher sense, that of course could not be 

1 In Jonnn. T. XIII. ~ 52. TeL 7rpO ri7r TTJAtKavT1lr ICa2 TOOaVTTJr yvw
2 T~ tPxofLtVf:J TEAElf:J KarapYOVVTt TO be C1ECJr oil C1Kvf3a'Aa Tij LOLli' CPV(1EL rvyxavovTa, 

plpOt'r, oral' TO V7rEptXOV Ti'lr yvwaECJr Xpla alCvf3aAa uvacpaf.vETat. In Matth. T. X. t 9. 
Toli ltJpi'laat Tlr OVV1Jl'fij, oil croyKpf.aEt 1t'ClVTa 
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predicated, ,vhich is affirmed of the faith belonging to the" many," and 
which is opposed to the Gnosis.1 

The two different stages or positions of the Pistis and of the Gnosis 
stand, according to this view, in the same relation to each other, as the 
xptuTlavtu{-Wr alJf-LaTlKO, to the XptUTtaVtUf-L0' 7rVf:Vt-LUTlKO" the UlJf-LaTlKW, xplUTla'l!;~Etv 
to the 7rVEVf-LaTlK~ xptaTtavi~etv. He who stands at the position of the fleshly 
Christianity, continues to adhere only to the letter of scripture, to the 
history of Christ; - he cleaves to the outward form of the manifesta
tion of the godlike, without elevating himself in spirit to the inward 
essence therein revealed. Be stops short at the earthly, temporal, his
torical appearance of the divine Logos; - he does not mount upward 
to the intuition of the Logos himself. He' is intent upon that which is 
the outer shell of the doctrines of Christianity, without reaching the 
spiritual kernel within; he cleaves to the mere letter of scripture, in 
which the spirit lies bound. The spiritual Christian, on the other hand, 
sees in the temporal appearance and actions of Christ, arevelation and 
representation of the eternal acting and working of the divine Logos. 
The letter of scripture is for him but an envelope of the spirit; and he 
knows how to disentangle the spirit from this covering. Everything 
temporal in the form of the manifestation of divine things is for him 
taken up into the inner intuition of the spirit; - the sensuous gospel 
of the letter 2 becomes spiritualized into the revelation of the eternal, 
spiritual gospel; 8 and the highest problem for him is, to discern the 
latter in the former; to translate the former into the latter; to under
stand the holy scriptures as a revelation of one coherent plan of the 
divine Logos for the progressive education of humanity,-of his unin
termitted activity exerted for the salvation of fallen beings - the cen
tral point of which is his appearance in humanity, (the sensible repre
sentation of his eternal, spiritual agency,4) and its end, the return of 
every fallen being to God. Since he --makes everything refer to tltis, it 
follows, that by the gospel, as he views it, all scripture is transfigured 
into gospel. It is by spiritual fellowship with the divine Logos - Ori
gen supposes therefore - by receiving the spirit of Christ into the 
inner life alone,5 that each for himself attains to true, spiritual Christi
anity, and to the riO'ht, spiritual understanding of all scripture. Now 
as the prophets, eve~ before Ghrist'8 temporal appearance, shared in 
the spiritual fellowship with the divine Logos, and by virtue of this feI
!owship were enabled to announce before-hand the ~?ole of Christian
~ty ; - as they already possessed, therefore, the spIrltual understand
lng of the Old Testament, and were already, even before the appear

1 'n, 'lrpOr; TO TEAUOV, 5'1rCp 5Tav ~A-&~, TO -&TjaCTat, T~' Ota eidov, 1rleTTClJ" 'lrOAA~ 
fie, PEpOV' ICarapYTJ-&i]ucTat, 'lraaa ;, lvrav-&a Otu9cpovm" Tilr, lV' OVTlJr elrrlJ, Ot' luo7r
frtt1Tt!: 1,f-Lwv oAtyomuTia EaTL Ka~ «J, 'lrPO, TpOV KaL lv uiviYf-LaTt, of-LoilJ, T~ vvv rv~ 
fICeivo ovoe'lrlJ vooilflCV ot lie f-LfpOVr; ytviJt1- eTtt, '1rCUTClJ,. In Joann. T. X. i 27. 
ICO~Te!:. In Mntth. T. XII. § 6. ·Orrcp Errl 2 To diayyiALOv alc:r{}TJTov. 
Yt;'lJUW, ciPTJTUL' .upn YlViJt:tl(lJ tIC f-LEpOV,· 8 Toil tvayytAiou 1rVtuf-LaTtKOV, allJviov. 
't~de /CaL E'lrL rruvTo, ICaAoil uICOAOV-&OV oif-LaL 4 The EmdTJpia alc:r{}TJTiJ, symbol of the 
A.t:yetv· €v oe TWV UAAWV ~ 'lriUTt,. Aturrcp £md'lpia VO'l'" TOU itoyov. 
(i~Tt 'lrtaTel)lJ tIC pEpOV,· oTav de ej.,(j1) TO 5 The l7rtoT/f-Lia V01lTTJ Toil XptC1TOV. 
te.A.Ctov ~r 'lriUTtwr, TO lie pepovr ICaTopy'll
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ance of Christianity, in a certain sense Christians; - so, on the other 
and, there are still to be found among Christians, since the appearance 

of Christ, men who have not as yet come to share in this spiritual fel
lowship with the divine Word - men who, like the Jews of old, still 
cling to the outer veil, and of whom the same may be asserted, - as 
Paul said of the Jews who lived before the appearance of Christianity, 
Gal. iv. - that they are children to whom" the time appointed of the 
Father" has not yet come; and that, a8 children, they are still under 
tutors and governors, still possessed of those habits of thinking which 
are pre-requisite in order to fit them for receiving the true spiritual 
Christianity. "Every soul," says Origen, " which enters on its child
hood, and finds itself on the way to maturity, needs, till its appointed 
time of maturity arrives, a task-master, tutor, or governor." 1 

Accordingly, Origen compares the different stages of the develop
ment of Christianity in the same period, with the different stages of 
religious development in the succession of time. His theory is, that 
as Judaism was a necessary stage preparatory to Christianity, so also 
there is still, in the Christian church, a Jewish mode of thinking, 
which forms a preparatory stage and a transition-point to the true, 
spiritual apprehension of Christianity; that as, under the Old Testa.
ment, we must admit, there was a spiritual revelation of Christ pre
ceding his temporal appearance, and an anticipation of the Christ-like, 
so. under the New again, there must be supposed to exist, in the case 
of the great mass of 1?elievers in a historical Christ, a stage of religious 
faith approaching much nearer to a Jewish than a Christian position. 
"We must know," says he,2 " that Christ's spiritual presence was re
vealed, even before he appeared in the body, to those perfected ones 
who had passed their season of childhood; to those . who were no 
longer under tutors and governors, but to whom the spiritual fulness 
of time had appeared; to the patriarchs, to Moses the servant of God, 
and to the prophets who saw Christ's glory. But as he appeared 
himself, before his visible appearance in the flesh, to those perfected 
ones; so too - since his predicted assumption of human nature - there 
have appear~d, for the sake of such as are still children, being under 
tutors and governors, and not yet come to the fulness of time, those 

_precursors, of Christ, the ideas which are suited to the minds of child
ren, and which may be said to be necessary for their education. But 
the Son himself, the divine Word, has not as yet appeared to them in 
his glory; since he waits for that preparation of mind which must 
open the way for him to those men of God who are destined to com
prehend his divine dignity. And again, we should know, that as 
there is a law, containing the shadow of those good things to come, 
which are revealed by the promulgation of the true law, (in Christian
ity,) so too it is only the shadow of the Christian mysteries which is 
presented in that gospel which every common reader supposes he 
understands. That gospel, on the contrary, which John calls the 

1 Commcntar. in Matth. 213. TIuaa 1fJv- avr~ r~ 7r1..1JpCJlla rou Xpovov, 7ratdaYCJyoiixn, lpxoflivT] el~ V7JTrtoT7JTa leat oo£vovaa /CaL olICovollCJV leaL lTrtTpoTrCJv. 
t1f'2 T1Jv TeA£toTT]Ta, deirat p.iXPtf lvary 2 Orig. in Joann. T. I. j 9. 
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everlasting, which may be properly called the spiritual gospel, sets 
clearly before the eyes of all who understand it, whatever pertains to 
the Son of God himself, the mysteries typified under his discourses,· 
and the things of which his actions were the symbols. Accordingly, 
we must believe, that as there is a Jew which is one outwardly, and a 
circumcision which is outward in the flesh, so there is also an outl'iUrd 
Christian, and an outward baptism." 

This theory of two different positions in Christianity is, in Origen's 
case, closely connected with another theory of his, respecting the 
different forms of the revelation of Christ with reference to these 
different positions. While the Gnostics separated the revealing and 
redeeming power of God into various hypostases,l according to . the 
different grades or positions which, owing to a radical difference of 
natures, they supposed to exist in the spiritual world; while they had 
their ~Ionogenes, Logos, and Soter, their UVlJ and their ICUTlJ xpurror, their 
pnettmatical and their psychical Christ; Origen, on the contrary, 
acknowledged the unity of essence, and of the divine and human 
elements in the appearance of Christ~ There was for him but one 
Christ, who is all; but he appeared under different predicates, through 
different ways of intuition, in different relations to those to whom he 
revealed himself, according to their different capacities and wants, and 
hence, either in his godlike majesty, or in his human condescension. 
It is a thought often recurring in Origen, that, in a more divine sense 
than Paul did, the Redeemer becomes all things to all men, in order 
that he may win aU.2 "The Redeemer," says he," becomes many 
things, perhaps even all things, according to the necessities of the 
Whole creation capable of being redeemed by him." 3 Those predi
cates which belong essentially to the divine 'Vord, as the eternal 
revealer of God to the whole world of spiritual being, the fountain 
of all truth and goodness, must be distinguished from those predicates 
which he has only assumed, in behalf of those fallen beings who are 
to be redeemed by him, and in condescension to the different positions 
at which they stand. "Happy are they," says Origen,4 "who have 
advanced so far as to need the Son of God no longer as a healing 
physician, no longer as a shepherd, no longer as the redemption; but 
Who need him only as the ~rruth, the 'tVord, the Sanctification, and in 
whatever other .relation he stands to thoEe whose maturity enables 
them to comprehend what is most glorious in his character." Histori
cal, practical Christianity, 'the preaching of Christ crucified, was 
regarded by Origen as nothing more than a subordinate position: 
above this, he places a certain wisdom of the perfect, which knows 
~hrist no longer in the humble condition of a servant, but recognizes 
him in his exaltation, as the di\'ine Word; although he acknowledges 
the former as a necessary preparation, to enable men to rise from the 
temporal to the eternal revelation of God, and, cleansed by fait~ in 

1 See part II. xp;,t;et aVTov ..q f).tV~£povG~a, dvvapw11 
2 In Joann. T. X-"I(. ~ 28. -rriiGa fCrLGlf;. 

• a In Joann, T. I. § 22, where. as I snppose, • In Joann. T. I. ~ 22. 
IIIstead of fCa~api~e, we should read fCa..9' a 
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the crucified, made holy by following the Son of God as he appeared 
in human nature, to become fitted for the spiritual communications of 
his divine essence. "'Vhen thou canst understand the difference 
between the divine Word," says Origen,l "as it is either proclaimed 
in the foolishness of preaching, or presented in the wisdom of the 
perfect, thou shalt perceive how it is, that the divine Word has for the 
beginners in Christianity the form of a servant; while he comes in the 
majesty of the Father to the perfect, who can say, We behold his 
glory, the glory of the only.begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth; for to the perfect, the glory of the Word appears as He is, the 
only.begotten of the Father, and as He is, full of grace and truth; 
which he cannot comprehend, whose faith stands in the foolishness of 
preaching." In another place,2 he says: "To them that live in the 
flesh, he became flesh; but to them who no longer walk after the flesh, 
he appears as the divine Logos, who was in the beginning with God, 
and who reveals to them the Father. That stage of faith where one 
desires to know nothing save Christ crucified, he regarded as a subor· 
dinate one; from which however, through the sanctification there 
obtained, one might progressively advance to the higher, spiritual 
Christianity. 'Vith regard to this preparatory faith, he remarks: "If 
one belong to that class of the Corinthians, among whom Paul was 
determined not to know anything save Jesus Christ and him crucified; 
if he have learned only of him who for our sakes became man; yet 
even through the man Jesus he may be formed into the man of God, 
die, in the imitation of his death, unto sin, and rise, in the imitation 
of his resurrection, to a godlike life." Thus the intellectualizing 
mysticism of Origen did not permit him rightly to understand the 
meaning and force of St. Paul's determination not to know anything 
save Jesus the crucified. 'Vhat the great apostle considered as the 
highest attainment, Origen regards as making a subordinate position, 
above which the Gnosticus is bound to rise. It is true, he stands in 
no real contradiction with Paul, when he asserts, under the name of 
the Gnosis, a wisdom of the perfect, which cannot be understood at 
any lower position that remains still too carnal. Yet there is this 
difference between what Origen has in view, and what is meant by St. 
Paul. According to the doctrine of the latter, it is in a practical way, 
by becoming more and more purified from that which resists the in
fluences of the Divine Spirit, from the .selfish nature, by becoming 
ennobled through the spirit of love and humility, that one attains to 
that higher wisdom; while Origen, still too much fettered by his 
Platonic Intellectualism, makes the progress to that higher wisdom 
depend especially on the stripping away of the sensuous and material 
elements in life and in contemplation, - on a direction of life and an 
effort after knowledge, aspiring to the superhuman. According to the 
doctrine of Paul, the fact of Christ's appearance as the Son of God 
on earth, of his passion, and of his resurrection, is the central point 
on which the whole of Christianity turns, and so, consequently, that 

1 In Matth. p. 290. 2 In Mattb. p. 268. 8 In Joann. T. I. ~ 11. 
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wisdom of the perfect which is grounded in the more profound under· 
standing of historical Christianity. According to Origen's doctrine, 
the Gnosis, while it acknowledges and presupposes the importance of 
those facts in their bearing on the salvation of fallen beings, and 
searches into their deeper grounds, yet strives ultimately at this,
namely, to rise from the historical Christ to the spiritual essence of 
the Logos, as he is in himself, and so above this to the absolute itself, 
the DV, - to attain to the understanding of the life and conduct of the 
historical Christ, as a symbol of the ever-enduring, controlling agency 
of the lJivine Logos. From this spiritual revelation of the Logos, the 
Gnosticus has still more to learn than he can derive from the holy 
scriptures, however accurately understood; for the latter contain, after 
all, but a few comparatively insignificant elements of the whole of the 
Gnosis, and a very brief introduction to the same." 1 'Ve should be 
careful to note here, however, that Origen, like Clement, confounding 
the provinces of a Christian system of faith and of Christian specu
lation, was looking in the holy scriptures for the solution of many 
problems which revelation generally was never intended to solve; mat
ters with which the wisdom of the perfect, in the Pauline sense, had 
not the least concern. 

Yet we cannot fail, at the same time, to percehre in what Origen 
~ays, concerning the different stages of Christian development, accord· 
mg as the Jewish principle either mixed in again or was vanquished 
by the Christian spirit, a fundamental truth, fertile of results in its 
re}ation to the study of history, which, suppressed at first by the do. 
lIllnion of a narrow spirit in dogmatics and church life, was destined to 
make good its rightful claims, not till a long time after. And intimate
ly connected with this mode of contemplation was the magnanimous 
~leration which distinguished Origen as well as Clement; but which 
ill the former, as the author of a firmly estab1ished system of doctrines, 
shines forth the more brightly, when we find him looking after and 
acknowledging the Christian spirit which presented itself to him with 
more or less of purity in all its various stages of development. He 
showed himself an enemy to that pride of understanding which could 
wantonly injure the Christian feelings of such as appeared to entertain 
more narrow views, or which could treat their opinions with haughty 
contempt. "As Paul," says he, " could not profit those who were Jews 
ac~ording to the flesh, unless - where there was good reason for so 
domg_ he caused Timothy to be circumcised, shaved his own head, 
presented an offering, and, in a word, became a Jew to the Jews, in or· 
der that he might win the Jews; so he who would be profitable to many 
persons, cannot, by means of spiritual Christianity alone, educate and 
advance to a higher and better stage those who still remain in the 
Bch~ol of sensuous Christianity: hence, they must combine spiritual 
Chnstianity with the Christianity of sense.2 And whenever it becomes 

'etV. In like manner, Clement, where he 
speaks of the OlKovoflia of the Gnosticns, 
Strom. 1. VII. f. 730. Compo the ideas of 
Philo, vol. I. p. 52, and onward. 
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necessary to preach the gospel of sense, by virtue of which one is 
determined to know nothing among sensuous-minded men save Jesus 
and him crucified, this must be done. But when they show them· 
selves to be well-grounded Christians, bringing forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, when they have imbibed a love for the heavenly wisdom, then 
we should communicate to them the Word now once more exalted from 
its appearance in humanity to that which it was in the beginning with 
God.!" So in expounding the words of Christ in Matthew 19: 14,2 
after having drawn from them the general doctrine, that one should 
become a child with children, in order to win over the children also to 
the kingdom of God; just as Christ himself, although in the form of 
God, yet became a child; - he proceeds in the following beautiful 
strain: "This should be rightly understood, so that we may not, out 
of a vain conceit of our own wisdom and superiority, as great ones in 
the church, despise the little ones and the children; but, remembering 
how it is said, that of such is the kingdom of heaven, so demean our· 
selves, that through our means the salvation of the children may be 
promoted. It is not enough that we do not stand in the way to pre
vent such little ones from being brought to the Saviour; we should 
fulfil his will, by becoming children with the children; that so when 
the children shall, through our means who become children, enter into 
bliss, we, as they who have humbled themselves, may be exalted of 
God." Origen is here cencmring those who, like the Gnostics, were 
wont to despise the more ordinary teachers, such as, wanting the ad
vantages of a high mental cultivation, presented the simple gospel in 
a rude, unpretending form; as though they were doing something un· 
worthy of so great a Saviour and Master.3 "Even after we have 
attained to the highest intuition of the word and of the truth, we shan 
still assuredly not altogether forget the 8ufferings· of Christ; for to 
these were we indebted for our introduction to this higher life during 
the period of our earthly existence." 4 

It is already evident, from what has been said, that, corresponding to 
these two different ways of apprehending Christianity, there would 
also be two different modes of interpreting the sacred writings; one 
having reference to the literal and historical, and the other to the 
higher spiritual sense. The highest problem in the interpretation of 
scripture, for Origen, was, to translate the gospel of sense into the 
gospel of the spirit; 5 as it was the highest aim of Christianity, to rise 
from the earthly appearance of the incarnate 'Vord to spiritual fellow
ship with him, and to the contemplation of his divine essence. Thus 
he looked upon all scripture as a letting-down 'of the infinitely exalted, 
heavenly spirit to the human form which is so incompetent to grasp it) 
as a condescension of the divine teacher of humanity to man's infirIIll
ties and wants; the whole of scripture being, as it were, a humaniza

1 In Joann. T. I. § 9. leaA-tav, ll"po(1rpipovra Ta pI.Jpa ToV ICO(1IlOtJ 

2 In Matth. 1. c. 374, 375. Ed. Buet. or leat Tel l;ovot:VI.Jpiva lCa, Ta ayev1j.
T. XV. in Matth. § 7, ed. Lommatzsch, T. • In Joann. T. II. § 4. m. p. 340. 6 To peraAa[Jelv TO al~1JTOV evarriA-lOV 

8 BAe1I'frI.J ovv rl~ Tlva Ti:JV l1l'ayyeAAoel~ TO ll"vevparlIC6v. 

,uVI.JV KarilX1J(llV lKKA1J(flaarlK~V Kal O£Ooo· 
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tion of the Logos. Profound and pregnant ideas are those which 
Origen here expresses, - ideas which, seized and wrought over by 
sober, logical thought, would be prolific of results in their application 
to hehneneutics, exegesis, the defence of revealed religion, and doc
~rinal theology; though Origen was hinder~d from carrying them out 
In this manner by the cleaving defect in his fundamental principle 
of theology. Thus, he says: 1 "All which is here called the word 
of God is a revelation of the incarnate and - so far as it concerns 
his divine essence - self·renouncing divine Word. Hence we sce 
the Word of God on earth, since it became man under a human 
form; for, in the scriptures, the Word continually becomes flesh,2 in 
order to dwell among us. But when we have leaned on the bosom of 
the incarnate Word, and are able to follow him as he goes up into the 
high mountain, (Matt. 17,) then we shall say, we have seen his glory,
the transfiguration of scripture, for all who, in the living fellowship with 
Christ, and rising above the world with him, thus learn to understand 
its spirit." He went upon the principle, that an analogy existed be
tween holy scripture, as the work of God, and the whole creation, as 
proceeding from the same almighty hand. Thus he says: 3 " 'Ve ought 
not to be surprised, if the superhuman character of the thought does 
not, to the unlearned, immediately become obvious in every text of 
scripture; for even in the works of a providence which embraces the 
whole world, some things reveal themselves as such works of provi
dence in the clearest manner, whilst others are 80 obscure as to leave 
~oom for the admission of unb~lief in a God who governs all with 
~nexpressible wisdom and power. But as we do not quarrel with prov
ldence on account of those things which we do not Wlderstand, if we 
are but truly convinced that such a providence exists; so neither can 
we doubt the divinity which pervades the whole body of the sacred 
scriptures, because our weakness is incompetent to trace, in each de
claration, that hidden glory of the doctrines, which is veiled under the 
simplicity of the expression; for we have the treasure in earthen 
vessels." He says in another place: 4 "'Vhoever has once assumed 
the position, that these writings are the word of God, the Creator of 
the world, must be convinced that the same kind of difficulties which 
lllust be encountered by those who attempt to explain the creation, are 
to be expected also in the case of the holy scriptures. There is a 
~eat deal in the scriptures, as well as in creation, which human nature 
dISCovers with difficulty, or not at all; and yet we are not warranted, 
on this account, to accuse the Creator of the universe, and find fault, 
for example, because we know not the reason why basilisks and other 
venomous animals were created; for here it is becoming the modesty 
of true piety, that, remembering the weakness of our race, and how 

1 See Philoca1. c. 15. ypa¢i:Jv, &OTt Ka~ 0 KVplOr OVK lJV Koul-WeOr. 
2 Clement also remarks, that the- charac cJr /COUp-tKO, elr c1.V'{}piJ1rovf 1;A{}ev. Strom. 

ter of the scriptures is pllrabolical, just as 1. VI. f. 677. 
tho whole appearance of Christ is paraboli B Philocal. c. II, p. 10. 
cal, - the divine under an earthly veil. • L. c. c. 2, p. 61. 
Uapaj3oAlKor yap /) xapalCT1;p 1J7rapx££ TCrv 
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impossible it is fully.to comprehend the creative wisdom of God, we 
should leave the knowledge of such matters with God, who will here
after, when we shall be deemed worthy of it, reveal to us those things 
about which we have now piously doubted." How full he was of the 
faith that a divine spirit breathes through the entire scriptures; how 
convinced that this truth can be received only in the exercise of an 
humble, believing temper of mind, is beautifully expressed in the 
following words of Origen: 1 " We are bound to believe, that not one 
tittle of holy scripture is lacking in the wisdom of God; for he who 
said to man, ' Thou shalt not appear before me empty,' Exod. 34, will 
much less himself say anything that is empty; for the' prophets re
ceive what they say, out of his fulness; all therefore breathes of this 
fulness; and there is nothing either in the prophets, in the law, or in 
the gospel, which does not flow out of this fulness. That breath is to 
be felt by those who have eyes to perceive the revelations of the 
divine fulness, ears to hear them, and a sense to inhale the savour 
which they diffuse.' But whenever in reading the scriptures thou 
comest upon a thought which is, so to speak, a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offence to thee, lay it to thy own account; for doubt not this 
stone of stumbling contains important meaning, and so that shall be 
fulfilled which is written: 'He that believeth t-:hall not be brought to 
shame.' Believe first, and thou shalt find, beneath that which thou 
accountest an offence, much that is profitable for holiness." 

But however correct were these principles of Origen, yet, in their 
application, he was led wide astray from the spirit and aim of holy 
scripture, and of all divine revelation through the 'Vord, by a false 
point of view; and this false point of view again was intimately con
nected with the wrong conception he had formed of, the relation of the 
Gnosis to '1rum~. In respect to both these particulars, he was led astray 
by the too great predominance which he gave to the speculative view 
of religion; by failing duly to distinguish between what belongs t{) a 
Christian creed and what belongs to a Christian philosophy; by not 
keeping sufficiently in view the essentially practical end of all divine 
revelations, and of Christianity in particular. He did not refer ever.v
thing to the great end bearing upon the whole of human nature - w 
redemption, regeneration, and the blessedness resulting therefrom; but 
the practical end of reformation was, in his view, a subordinate one, 
de,signed especially for the great mass of believers, who were as yet 
incapable of anything higher and nobler. To his apprehension, the 
speculative end was the highest; the aim above all others was, to com
municate the higher truths to the spiritual men who were competent W 
understand them, - to the Gnostici. These higher truths were su~ 
posed to relate chiefly to the following questions: 2_" First, concerning 
God, what is the nature of his only-begotten Son, and in what sense 
is he the Son of God;, for what reason did he condescend to enter inw 
human nature; what effect resulted from this act, and on what beings, 
and when does it reach them? Secondly, concerning the higher kinds 

1 Philocal. c. 1, p. 51. !: Philocal. c. I, p. 28. 
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of rational beings who have fallen from the state of bliss, and of the 
causes of their fall; of the different kinds of souls, and whence these 
differences arise? Thirdly, concerning the world, what is it, and why 
created; whence the existence of so much evil on the earth, and 
whether it exists on the earth only, or is to be found also in other parts 
of the creation? " Regarding, as he did, the solution of these ques
tions to be the main thing, many parts of scripture, if he abode simply 
by the natural sense, must necessarily appear to him barren as to the 
most essential end. The whole history of earthly events, and all legis
lation with regard to mere earthly relations, he therefore explained as 
being the symbolical veil of a higher history of the spiritual world, and 
of higher laws relating to a spiritual kingdom. Thus the higher and 
the subordinate end~ of scripture were to be united; the revelation of 
the higher truths was to be veiled under a letter suited to the instruc
tion of the multitude. "The mass of genuine and simple believers," 
says Origen, " testify to the utility even of this inferior understanding 
of the scriptures." Intermediate between these two senses of scrip
ture, Origen supposed there was also another allegorical sense, suited 
to the capacity of those who had not yet attained to that loftier con
templation of the spirit; - an application, not so elevated and profound, 
to general purposes of moral instruction and edification, of those pas
sages of scripture which relate to particular cases. Thus he reters to 
this class the passage 1 Cor. 9: 9, and most of the allegorical exposi
tions of scripture employed at that time for popular instruction. Thus 
the three-fold sense of scripture corresponded to the three parts of hu
man nature as it was contemplated by the theory of Origen; to the 
properly godlike in man, the spirit, which tends to the eternal, and finds 
Its appropriate life in the contemplation of things divine; to the soul, 
which moves within the sphere of the finite and temporal; and to the 
body. As Origen agreed with Philo in the essential features of this 
l;ew, so too he labored generally to deliver objective truth from the his
torical letter given as an envelope of the spirit.l Yet he found passa
ges where the letter seemed to him to be untenable; either because he 
was destitute of correct principles of interpretation and of the neces
sary helps thereto, or because he did not understand how to separate 
in scripture the human element from the divine; 2 or -:- which is con
nected with what has just been said - because, starting from exaggera
ted notions of inspiration, he could not suppose there were any contra
dictions in scripture even in unimportant matters; - and must believe 
~~erefore that the only way of relieving the difficulty was by spiritual
lZi.ng the meaning.3 And like Philo, he united to these views such 
reverence for the holy scriptures, as led him to say, that these things, 
~ untenable according to the letter, - these mythical coverings of a. 
hIgher sense, - are interspersed, as stones of stumbling, for the pur
pose of exciting men to deeper investigation.4 

.1 T~ (j(,)partlcov rcjv ypacpcjv, TO lvovpa able; because in David he saw only the in-
TWV 7rVtVftaTtl(cjv. spired of God, and not the sinful man. 

2 For example, he considered the story 8 'Avay(,)yT, elr TO VOllrov. 
of Uriah to be in its literal meaning Dnten- • ~l(avoaAa, rrp0(jl(oppara. 
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These principles Origen applied, not to the Old Testament alone, but 
also and expressly to the New - expressly to the gospel history.! 
Many a difficulty, as he imagined, could be solved by supposing, that 
the apostles had represented what they had to say respecting a differ
ent agency of the divine Logos,2 under the figurative dress of various 
sensible facts.3 The difficulties which he would thus remove, were 
partly such as his own acute intellect, more acute than simple and 
healthy, had created; and in part such as really existed, but which he 
could have solved in a better way, and without prejudice to the historical 
truth, by soberly comparing the different accounts, by distinguishing 
the divine from the human element in the sacred scriptures, and by 
separating the essential from the unessential. The application here of 
his own profound idea respecting the humanizatiol4of the divine Logos 
in the holy scriptures; respecting the Word assuming, in the letter, 
the form of a servant; respecting the treasure contained in earthly 
vessels; would have led him, had he been free from the fetters of 
his mystical intellectualism, to another mode of reconciling discrep
ancies. 

These principles of interpretation, it must be allowed, surrendered 
the historical facts in which Christianity is grounded, to all manner of 
subjective caprice; and Origen must have been aware of the danger 
arising from this source. He endeavored to guard against it, and never 
failed to insist that, in most cases, the letter and the spirit must hoth be 
adhered to, and that it was never right to give up the letter, but after 
the most careful examination. But what safe limits could be fixed in 
such a case? 

We cannot deny, however, that, in the case of Origen himself, the 
lawless caprice growing out of these principles, which might have been 
so pernicious to historical Christianity, was restrained by the sincerely 
devout, believing temper 'of mind, fully penetrated with the historical 
truth of Christianity, by which he was actuated. Nor should we for
get that, in his case, truth and error were combined together in a man
ner to be explained only from the personal character of the man, and 
his relations to a period agitated by so many various and conflicting in
fluences. He observed how earthly-minded Jews, clinging to the letter 
of the Old Testament, could not attain to the faith in the gospel; how 
earthly-minded Christians were, in the same way, led to form the 
rudest notions of God and of divine things; he saw how anti-Jewish 
Gnostics were, by this same way of regarding the Old Testament, be
trayed into the contrary error, refusing to acknowledge as the God of 
the gospel a being who appeared so material- which was the fact 
lying at the ground of their whole system of Dualism. Origeil was 
persuaded that all these conflicting errors could be radically removed 

1 See the passages already cited from the orrov fl~ £vEaiXETo uflt/lonpCJr, rrpoKpivttV 
PhilocaIi8;-aiso c. 15, p. 139. Ti> 1rVEVp.aTtlcov TOV (1(,)p.aTtiCOV, (1(,)(opiv01! 

2 From divers communications of the rrot..t..ulCtr TOU cit..1/~our 1rVEVl'aTtlCoii tV Tlt' 
£ma7]flia v01/.q TOU Xpt(1.0V. (1(')paTtlcifJ, c!lr UV tZrrOt rtr, ..pdIl5tt. In Jo· 

8 IIpOelcEtTO aVTolr, orrov flev weXcJpet, ann. T. X. t 4. 
riA1/~tVEt'V 1OIEVI'aTtKWr apa /(a~ (1CJp.GTUCWr, 
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only by this spiritualizing method of interpretation.1 It was by no 
means his intention, in this way, to degrade the divine in the sacred 
scriptures to the level of the human: on the contrary, he went too far 
to the other extreme, of deifying the human. 

Yet, beyond question, the Alexandrian tendency of mind, had it ex
perienced no opposition, had it been allowed to take its own course, 
unrestrained by that pious spirit which tempered it in the case of a 
Clement and an Origen, would have led to an Idealism, subversive of 
all the historical and objective truths in Christianity; just as the mys
~ical interpretation, much as it differed from the mythical in respect to 
Its starting-point, and in the religious-philosophical and doctrinal princi
ples on which it proceeded, yet produced the same results with the 
latter, and might run into the same mythical system. But here, as ap
pears evident from the conflicts which the school of Origen had to 
undergo near the end of the present period, this tendency had to meet 
with a check and counterpoise in the Realism of the Western church; 
while, in turn, the latter tendency felt the spiritualizing influence of the 
Alexandrian school. 

Having thus endeavored to present a general sketch of the different 
main directions of the theological spirit in their relation to each other, 
we shall now proceed to consider how far this original diversity went fu 
modify the treatment of the several doctrines in detail; which will pre
~ent a test of the correctness of our general view, at the same time that 
It furnishes evidence of the fact, that both tendencies, notwithstanding 
their antagonism, would still meet and blend together in the fundamen
tal truths of Christianity. 

B. Development of the several Main Doctrines of Christianity. 

We should never forget that Christianity did not deliver to men iso
lated speculative cognitions of God and of divine things, nor furnish 
them with a ready-made doctrinal system in a form which was to stand; 
but that it announced facts of a communication of God to mankind, 
by which man was placed in an entirely new relation to his Creator, 
from the recognition and appropriation of which must result an entirely 
new direction and shaping of the religious consciousness, and whereby 
all that had been previously contained in this consciousness must un
dergo a modification. The fact of the redemption of sinful man through 
~hrist, constitutes the central point of Christianity. It was from the 
~nfluence which the reception of this fact could not fail to exert on the 
Inward life of man, that this new shaping of the religious consciousness 
developed itself; and hence proceede~, in the next place, the gradual 
r~generation in the habits of thinking, so far as they were connected, 
directly or indirectly, with religion . 

. This influence extended itself also to the general sense of the divine 
eXIstence - the consciousness of the God in whom we live, move, and 

I, After adducing all those errors, he says, elvat OOKEi 7J ~ ypa~~ Kara ra 7rVEVpa,TLKa
P htloca1. c. I, p. 17: AITia oe Traut Tolt;' ftTJ vevOllpEVT/, ul\.l\.' ~ TrpOr ""tAOV ypuftfta 
'frPOEtPTJ,UfVOLt;' ..pevoooogtwv /(a~ U(1Ej1ElwV ~ l~flAT/ftftfV1[. 
IdtCJTLKWV TrfPL ..'hojj I.O)'CJV oille cill.lI.1[ TLr 
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have our being. This, too, became, in believers, a more living, a more 
profound sentiment. They felt more strongly and vividly the all-per
vading presence of that God who made himself to be felt by them in 
nature, and whose existence to the spirit is undeniable. It was to this 
undeniable fact of consciousness, indeed, they appealed, in endeavor· 
ing to lead the Pagans away from the gods which they themselves, had 
made, to the acknowledgment of the only true God. This appears to 
us as the one common feature in the mode of expressing themselves, on 
this Bubject, which prevailed among the church fathers, amid all the 
differences of form between those whose education had led them 
through the Platonic philosophy, and such men as Tertullian, who - a 
stranger and an enemy to philosophical culture - witnessed, in an origi· 
nal manner, of that which had penetrated deeply into the vigorous but 
stern individuality of his character. Clement appeals to the principle, 
that all scientific proof supposes something which cannot be proved, 
which can only be seized by coming immediately in contact with the 
mind. To that which is highest, simple, superior to matter, he says,t 
faith only is capable of rising. He contends, therefore, that there 
can be no knowledge of God, except so far as he has revealed himself 
to man. The knowledge of God cannot be arrived at by demonstra. 
tive science; for this starts from the more original and better known; 
but nothing has priority to the Eternal. It only remains, therefore, 
to arrive at the knowledge of the Unknown by divine grace, and by 
the revelation of his eternal Word. He then cites the address of Paul 
at Athens concerning the knowledge of the unknown God.2 In another 
place he says: "The great first Cause is exalted above space, time, 
name, and conception. Hence even 110se8 asks of God that he would 
reveal himself to him,3 - plainly evincing that what God is, no man 
can teach or express, but that he only can make himself known by his 
own power." The same father recognizes in all men an effiux from 
God, a divine particle,4 which constrains them, in despite of them· 
selves, to acknowledge One Eternal God. vVhat was taught in the 
philosophical schools concerning the recognition of an unconditioned 
first truth, presupposed by all demonstrative science, and grounded in 
the immediate consciousness of the spirit, was by him transferred, it is 
true, at once, and without supposing any middle step, to an immediate 
consciousness of the living God, derived from another source than the 
exercise of the thinking mind - from God, bearing witness of himself 
by his own self-manifestation. In place of the undeniable Absolute of 
speculative reason, he substituted the God known in the universal con· 
sciousness of mankind without any mediation.5 

1 Strom. 1. II. f. 364. apx1j~. Strom. I. II. £ 364, and 1. V. f. 588: 
2 L. c. 1. V. f. 588. AtlrreTat o~ rJei.{l xupln KaL floVl:J TIfJ rrap' 
3 L. c. l. V. f. 582. aUTov il.OYl:J TO aYVWUTOV voelv. Compare 
• 'Arroppota rJelKiJ. Protrept. p. 45. Arist,?t. ~thic. Mas-n. I. p.1l97, C? Bc~ker: 
6 El Vi Tl~ ACYOL T~V E1rLrJTi}flTJV arroowc 'H flev yap ErrlrJTTJfl71 TWV fler' a7roOel~£wV 

TL/c~V elvaL fleTU. AOYOV, aKoVUcLTW, 6n /Cat OVTWV EUTiv, al 0' apxat aVaiTOOtlKTot, tJtrr' 
al uPXat avarroowcTol, and after remarking DUK c'lv et71 m:pl TUr apxar Ij e1rLuT~flTJ, aAA.' 
lhat neither riXV71 nor I/>pOV71 rJlr can arrive I> voii~. Of which, or some similar passage, 
;at; these principles, he concludcs: UiuTeL what Clement says is a copy. 
oiiv bpll,tU-&aL fluvT) olovTe Tijr TWV OAwv 
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As Origin places the idea of one God, according to the language of 
philosophy, in the same class with the ICOtVU~ tvvotar, (the ideas common to 
the consciousness of all mankind,)! so he considers the sentiment of 
God in man's nature to be a mark of its relationship to the Divine Be
ing. Theophilus of Antioch recognizes a revelation of God in all the 
works of creation; but at the same time he supposes a recipiency to be 
necessary on the part of man's moral and religious nature, in order to 
perceive this revelation. Where the one is wanting, the other becomes 
unintelligible to man. To the common question of sensual-minded Pa
gans, "Where is your God? show him to us " - he replied, Show me 
thy man, and I will show thee my God. Show me that the eyes of thy 
soul see, that the ears of thy heart hear. All have eycs to see the 
sun, but the blind cannot see it. As the blurred mirror is incapable 
of receiving an image, so the impure soul is incapable of receiving the 
image of God. True, God has created all things for the purpose of 
making himself known through his works; just as the soul, though in
visible, makes itself known by what it does. All life reveals Him; 
His breath quickens all; without it, all would sink back to nothing: but 
the darkness of the soul itself is the reason why it does not perceive this 
revelation." He therefore says to man: "Submit thyself to the phy
sician, who can heal the eyes of thy soul; submit thyself to God." 2 

While Clement, who had been ,conducted to Christianity through the 
~Iatonic philosophy, would fain discover something akin to the Chris
tIan consciousness of God in the sayings of the ancient philosophers, 
but suffered himself also to be misled by this effort to interchange coins 
of very different value; Tertullian, on the other hand, the friend of 
nature, the foe of art and of scholastic wisdom, was secure against all 
such danger. He makes his appeal rather to the spontaneous testi
~ony of souls, not trained in the schools, but simple, rude, and uncul
tIvated.3 While others rummaged the stores of ancient learning, and 
even spurious writings, to collect testimonies of the truth presupposed 
by Christianity in the religious consciousness of mankind, Tertullian 
contented himself with pointing to an obvious testimony; accessible to 
~ll, and of indisputable genuineness, - those sallies of the soul (enlp
bones animre) which are a tacit pledge of the inborn consciousness.4 

Marcion was the only one who, led astray by a misconceived truth, 
seized on but one particular side, (see above,) and by a direction of the 
Christian feelings not well understood and pushed to an undue ex
treme, denied that any testimony concerning the God of the gospel was 
to be found in. the works of creation, or in the common consciousness 
of mankind. The more emphatically, therefore, does Tertullian dwell 
on this testimony.5 "Never," says he, "will God be hidden, never will 
G?d be wanting to mankind; always will he be recognize~, always ~er
celved, nay, even seen when he wills it. God has for a wltness of hIm
self all that we are, and all that is around us. He proves himself to 
be God, and the one only God, by the very fact that He is known to 

1 C. eels. lib. I. c. 4. 4 See place referred to in the last note. 
2 Ad Autolyc. lib. I. c. 2. ' 6 c. Marcion, lib. I. c. 10 j compo c. 18 
8 De testimonio animre. See vol. I. p. 177. and 19. 
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all ; for the existence of any other would first have to be demonstrated. 
The consciousness of God is the original dowry of the soul; the same, 
and differing in no respect,. in Egypt, in Syria, and in Pontus: for the 
God of the Jews is the one whom men's souls call their God." 

In respeot, however, to the development of the idea of God, it 
should be remarked, that it was only by degrees, and after overcoming 
a great number of obstacles, that Christianity succeeded by its spiritu
alizing and ennobling influenoe to remove the crass and sensual ele
ments in which that idea had become smothered. When it proclaimed 
"God is a Spirit," it still required a new form of thought, springing 
from the regeneration of the power of thought itself, to develope therein 
what this idea involves, to enable men to understand what spirIt is. By 
men whose habits of thought were entirely wedded to forms of sense, 
what was termed 1rVEV{.La could be conceived no otherwise than as a spe
cies of matter, though matter of a more attenuated, ethereal kind; and 
fancy, overruling the understanding, invented numberless ways of refin
ing and subtilizing this notion. l Accordingly no single influence could 
effect much here; a counteracting influence was necessary, that should 
come from the whole general tendency of thought. Where this general 
spiritualization of the habits of thought had not Jet taken place, the 
most profound and fervid religious feeling, which strove spontaneously 
to hold fast every thing in its reality, and to avoid all subtilization, 
would from its very depth and earnestness become the more easily 
blended with the sensuous element; as we may see illustrated in Ter
tullian's case, who found it impossible to conceive any thing to be real, 
which was not also, some way or other, corporea1.2 

The influences which at this time contributed to spiritualize men's 
conceptions of the idea of God were, on the one hand, a sober and 
chaste practical bent of the Christian mind, springing immediately 
from Christianity, and which inclined the soul to elevate itself to God 
by the heart, rather than by speculation and fancy, and which, from 
the depth of the Christian consciousness, gave them assurance that the 
imagery of divine things was only imagery, and a feeble expression of 
that which by divine communication becomes the portion of each believ
ing soul in its own inner life; - and, on the other hand, the scientifi
cally cultivated faculty of thought, exercised in endeavoring to master 
the contents of Christian doctrine, as was seen in the case of Clement, 
Origen, and the Alexandrian school generally. The former of these 
tendencies we meet with in such men as Irenrous and N ovatian. Ire
noons says: "Whatever we predicate of God, is only by way of compar
ison. These attributes are but the images which love conceives, and 
into which feeling introduces something else; which is still greater than 
any thing that lies in these images considered by themselves." 3 And 
Novatian remarks, of God's essence: 4: "It is that which Himself only 
knows, which every human soul feels, although it caIUlot express." 5 The 

1 See Orig. in .Toann. T. XIII. c. 21. lectionem, sentitur supra hrec secunduIIl 
2 Tertullian. de carne Christi, c. 11 : Nihil magnitudinem. Lib. II. c. 13, ~ 4. 

incorporn}e, nisi quod non cst. Adv. Prax- • See cap. 6 and 8. • 
earn, c. 7: Spiritus corpus sui gcneris. 6 Quod mens omnis humana sentit, etsl 

a Dicitur quidem secundum hrec per di- non exprimit. 
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same father observes, that although Christ - owing to the necessary 
progress of the human mind in religious development - employed fewer 
anthropomorphical images than the Old Testament, yet even he could 
speak of that Being who is exalted above all human conceptions and 
language only in such images as still fall short of the reality itself. 

From Anthropomorphism we distinguish Anthropopathism, employing 
both terms in the sense which seems chiefly authorized by their etymol. 
ogy and their historical use. The latter, so far as it denotes a morbid 
exercise of the mind, consists in ascribing to the Absolute Spirit the 
same limitations and defects which are found cleaving to the human 
spirit. But there is one very important respect in which this anthra. 
popathism differs widely from anthropomorphism. For at the root of 
the former lies an undeniable and inner necessity; since man, being 
created in the image of God, being a spirit in affinity with the Father 
of spirits, is constrained and warranted to frame to himself the idea of 
God after this analogy. There is, therefore, a true as well as a false 
Anthropopathism; and a correct as well as an erroneous avoidance of it, 
according as this analogy is rightly or improperly used. 'Ve see all 
these tendencies manifesting themselves in the period before us. Both 
~mong Jews and among Pagans there was oppose~ - as we observed 
In the Introduction - to the crass and material humanization of the 
idea of God, an over-refining of that idea by the setting aside of all 
human analogies, which proceeded especially from the Platonic school. 
As Christianity presented the complete image of God in Christ, and 
restored it once more in human nature, so must Christianity purify in an· 
thropopathism the true from the false, aiming not at its removal, but its 
t~ansfiguration - which could be effected, however, only by a reconcilia· 
bon of antagonisms in those existing tendencies of mind which were 
concerned also in the development of the Christian idea of God. 
. While ~farcion opposed to the ruder conceptions of God's anger and 

vmdjctive justice, the one-sided notion of a love which excluded justice 
altogether; the religious element in those conceptions which he was for 
?anishing entirely from the system of faith, found a powerful advocate 
In that enemy to all spiritualizing subtilty, Tertullian. He supposes he 
can point out an inconsistency in Marcion, inasmuch as redemption and 
the forgiveness of sin, which the latter acknowledged to be alone the 
work of his God, yet presupposed the existence of guilt in the eye of 
God as a holy Being.1 He maintained, on the contrary, that there 
Was a necessary connection between God's goodness and his justice. 
~he latter he regarded as the principle of order, which gives each thing 
l~ due - the principle which assigns to each thing its place and rela
tion in the created universe - the justitia architectonica, as it was af
terwards called - so that justice and moral evil were not necessarily 
correlative notions, but the notion of a vindictive justice in relation to 
llloral evil presupposed that more general notion of justice.2 He insists 

1 Sed. et peccata dimittere an ejns possit ~ Ne justitiam de causa. m.ali ?bf~5~S.:-
esse, qUI!lcgctur tc;tcre j et an ejus sit absol- Omnia ut bonitas con cepit, Ita JustItia dis. 
Yere, cUJus non Sit atiam damnarej et an tinxit. L. c.l. II. c. 12 et 13. 
C(:m~ruat cum ignoscere, in quem nihil sit 
admlssum. c. Marcion, 1. IV. c. 10. . 
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on the necessity, grounded in the very nature of the human mind itself, 
of the anthropopathic form of conception, which has its truth in the 
fact that man was created in the image of God. Hence he has, in 
common with God, all the attributes and agencies pertaining to the 
essence of spirit, - only with this difference, that everything which in 
man is imperfect, must be conceived in God as perfect. And this, he 
maintained, held good as well of those attributes which alone Marcion 
would ascribe to God - goodness and love - as of those which he 
wholly rejected.1 Proceeding on the assumption that Christianity 
aimed at a transfigured, spiritualized anthropopathism, growing out of 
the restoration of God's image in man, he insisted that instead of trans. 
ferring every quality to the Divine Being in the same imperfection in 
which it was found existing in man, the endeavor should be rather to 
transfigure everything in man to the true image of God, to make man 
truly godlike.2 He sees in the entire revelation of God a continual 
condescension and humanization - the end and goal of which is the 
incarnation of the Son of God. ""\Vhatever you may bring together 
that is low, weak and unworthy of God, to degrade the Creator, to all 
this I shall give you one simple and certain answer. God can enter 
into no sort of contact with man, except by taking to himself human 
passions and modes of feeling, whereby he lets himself down and mod
erates the transcendent excellence of his majesty, which human weak
ness could not endure; - an act, in itself, indeed, not worthy of God, 
but necessary for man, and for this reason still worthy of God; since 
nothing is so worthy of him as that which conduces to man's salvation.s 
God conducted with man as with his equal, that so man might conduct 
with God as with his equal. God appeared in lowliness, that man 
might thus be exalted to the highest point of dignity. If thou art 
ashamed of 8uclt a God, I do not see how thou canst honestly believe 
in a God who was crucified." To be sure, this last charge of incon
sistency did not touch :Marcion's case, because- the same principle which 
made him opposed to the anthropopathic God of the Old Testament, 
made him opposed also to the doctrine of Christ crucified. Tertullian 
argues further, from the nature of a graduated progress in revelation, 
that God's vindictive justice must predominate, before his love could 
prevail- that the. legal principle of the Old Testament must necessa
rily thus distinguish itself from the New Testament principle of redeem
ing love.4 

1 Et hrec ergo imago censenda est Dei in 
homine, quod eosdem motus et sensus ha
beat humanus animus, quos et Deus, licet 
non tales, quales Deus j pro substantia enim 
et statu.s corum et exitus distant. Denique 
contranos corum sensus, lenitatem dico, 
patientiam, misericordiam ipsamque matri
cem earum bonitatem, cur divina prresumi
tis 1 Nec tamen perfecte ea obtinemus, 
qure solus Deus pcrfcctus. c. Marcion, 1. II. 
c.IS. 

2 Satis perversum est, ut in Deo potius 
humana constituas, quam in homine divinll, 

et hominis imagine Deum imbuas potius, 
quam Dei hominem. L. c. 

3 Conversabmur Deus, ut homo divina 
agere doccretur j ex requo age bat Deus cum 
homine, ut homo ex requo agere cum Dco 
posset. Deus pusillus inventus est, ut ho
mo maximus flcret. L. c. c. 27. 

4 Ut bonitatem suam voluerit offendere, 
in quibus prremiserat severjtatem, quia nec 
mirum erat diversitas temporalis, si postea 
Deus mitior pro rebus edomitis, qui retro 
austerior pro indomitis. c. ]'Iarcion, 1. II. 
c.29. 
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As to the Alexandrian church teachers, their philosophical education 
led them to try to exclude all material anthropopathism from the Chris-
tian system of faith; but in so doing it might easily happen, that they 
would incline too strongly to the opposite extreme, and draw the doc
trine of the divine attributes too much over to the subjective side. As 
an illustration, we may take the following words of Origen, where, not
withstanding all that is so truly and beautifully said concerning the 
divine plan for the education of mankind, yet he betrays the inclination 
to give too subjective a turn to the notion of the divine anger, and fails 
of understanding the objective truth which it contains so clearly as does 
Tertullian. Availing himself of Philo's doctrine concerning God repre
sented as man, and represented not as man,l he says: 2 " 'When the holy 
scriptures speak of God, in his divine majesty as God, and when they 
do not present the divine agency as interwoven with human circum
stances and relations, they say, He is not like man, for his greatness is 
unsearchable, Ps. 145: 3: The Lord is a great God, a great King 
above all gods, Ps. 95: 2. But when the divine agency is represented 
as interwoven with human circumstances and relations, God assumes 
the feelings, the manner and language of men, just as we, conversing 
with a child two years old, accommodate ourselves to the child's lan
guage; since, if we preserved the dignity of riper years, and conversed 
with children without letting ourselves down to their language, they 
could not understand us. So conceive it in relation to God, when he 
lets himself down to the human race, and especially to that part of 
the race who are still at the age of infancy. Observe how we, 
grown-up men, in our intercourse with children, alter even the names 
of things; how we call bread by one particular name, and drink by 
another, employing a language which belongs not to those of mature 
age but to children. Should some one hear us so conversing with chil
dren, would he say, This old man has lost his understanding? And 
so God speaks also as with children. 'Behold I,' says our Saviour, 
'and the children which God hath given me,' Hebr. 2: 13. \Vhen 
thou hearest of the wrath of God, believe not that this wrath is a pas
sion of God. It is a condescension of language, aiming at the conver
sion and improvement of the child; for we ourselves assume an angry 
look to our children, not in accordance with the feelings of our heart, 
b~t with a feigned expression of countena~ce. If we expressed the 
fnendly feeling of the soul towards the chIld on our countenance, and 
let our love be seen, without altering our looks as the good of the child 
required, we should spoil him. So God is described to us as angry, in 
order to our conversion and improvement, when in truth he is not angry. 
But thou wilt suffer the wrath of God, if thou art punished by his so 
called wrath, when thy own wickedness shall draw down upon thee 
sufferings hard to endure." Thus Origen expressed himself in a ser
mon,. but on another occasion, in his commentary on :Matthew, where 
he brings out the same theory, he observes: 3 " To such as would not 

! 

1 See vol. I. p. 57. 8 Ed. Huet. f. 378. T. XV.; 1. 
1I Homil. XVIII. in Jeremiam,; 6. 
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be likely to be harmed thereby, we might say much of God's goodness, 
and of the overflowing fulness of his grace, which, not without good 
reason, he has concealed from those who fear him. 

Here too the Alexandrians took the middle ground between the 
Gnostics and the other church teachers. While the latter ascribed to 
God the attribute of absolute, punitive justice, and the former opposed 
the whole notion of justice as incompatible with the essential being 
of the infinitely perfect God, opposing the attribute of justice to that of 
goodness; the Alexandrians, on the other hand, represented the notion 
of justice, which they endeavored to defend against the Gnostics as an 
attribute belonging to the divine perfections,! as wholly merged in the 
notion of a divine love, disciplining rational beings who had fallen, ac
cording to their various moral characters and wants.2 Accordingly 
they would say, that the distinction which the Gnostics made between 
the just and the good God might be employed in a certain true sense; 
as for example when Christ (the divine Logos) - the educator and 
purifier of fallen beings, whose discipline is aimed to render all capable of 
being made recipients of the divine goodness, and thus rendered blessed 
-is distinctively called the just one.3 Thus, according to thig scheme, 
the notion of divine justice merged in that of disciplinary love-of the 
wisdom of love -loses its own self-subsistence. And the same is true 
also of the idea of punishment, which is regarded simply as a means to 
an outward end, as a purifying process ordained by divine love, without 
any reference to the idea of punishment in its relation to the moral order 
of the universe, and to the way in which it is to subserve that end. 

Already, in the history of the heresies, we have spoken of the close 
connection between the doctrine of God, as the absolutely free Creator 
of the universe, and the whole peculiar essence of Christianity; and of 
the strong antithesis which this doctrine must have presented ro the 
existing modes of thought which had been derived from antiquity. The 
Apostle Paul sums up the Christian Theism, as the belief in One God, 
from whom, by whom, and to whom, all things exist; and the threefold 
relation here expressed of all existing things to God, denotes, at the 
same time, the close connection between the Christian doctrines of crear 
tion, redemption, aud sanctification, as well as the .close connection be
tween the doctrine of creation and the ethical element; - for the phrase 
" to him," which assigns to the Christian system of morals its province and 
its fundamental principle, presupposes the" from him; " and the phrase 
" by him." denotes the synthesis or mediation of them both. Hence, as we 
saw in the history of the Gnostic sects, the corruptions of the Christi~ 
doctrine of the creation which proceeded from the reaction of the spirIt 
of the ancient world, must superinduce corruptions also of the doctrine 

1 See Orig. Comment. in Exod. ; ed. where he treats of the Gnostic distinction 
Lommatzsch, T. VIII. p. 300. between the ~cor ciya~or and the OTJflLOVPYO( 

2 A OlJCalOuVV1} (JlJr7;pLOr. o;/CalO{: (ToiiTO de) olflal /leT' t~cTa(JClJr aKpt: 
3 Clem. Predago~. lib. I. f. 118: Ka~' a (Jovf (Jac1avu;rt'i.v Ji,va0'8cu Myc(Jrtat irr! TOV 

ptv 7rar17P votirat uym90r lJv, afJr{) p/JVov (, 7raTpOr lCat TOj) vloil, Toil /lev vloil ntyXavOv: 
C(JTt "beAT/rat ciym90r, lCart' a de vlor Lw 0 MS TOf dlKawcrVvT/f. TOU oe 7raTpof TOlif tv ~ 
)'or avroj) tv TifJ rrarpl t(JTt, oilCcuDr 1rporayo ollCalOcrVV1) Toil vloii 7rauleu&hlTtlf periJ. T1Jv 
peilerat,-and Orig. in Joann. T. I. ; 40, XpLaToV {JaaWLaJl eUcpyerovlITOf. 
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of redemption and of the system of morals. Accordingly, in the New 
Testament, we read of God as the positive original ground of all exist
ence; of a God who has revealed himself in creation,-not of a creation 
out of nothing. In the important passage, Hebrews 11: 3, that act of 
the spirit denoted under the name of faith - whereby the spirit .rises 
above the whole linked chain of causes and effects in the phenomenal 
world to an almighty creative word, as the ground of all existence - is 
opposed to the contemplation of the world by the understanding that 
judges by sense, and that acknowledges nothing higher than the con
nected chain of things in the world of appearance.l 

But in opposition to the hypothesis of an original matter, as the con
dition of the creation, the positive element of this faith was negatively 
defined in this way, namely, that God created all things out of nothing.2 

This definition of the doctrine was a stone of stumbling, not only to the 
Gnostics, but to all who were still fettered by the cosmo-plastic theories 
of antiquity, - or in whom the speculative interest exceeded the reli
gious, and who would set no limits to the former. To this class be
longed Hermogenes, a painter at Carthage, who lived near the close of 
the second and the beginning of the third century. He differed essen
tially from the Gnostics in the decidedly tVestern bent of his mind; the 
speculative tendency of the Greeks predominating in his case over 
the Oriental intuition. And hence his system, which did not, like the 
Gnostic systems, seize such powerful hold of the imagination, obtained a 
much smaller number of followers. tVe hear of no sect called the Her
I?ogeneans. N either was it his wish, like the Gnostics, to set up a dis
tmct system of esoteric religious doctrines. It was on a single point 
only- a point, however, which beyond question would have an impor
tant influence on the whole system of religion - that he departed from 
the received doctrines of the church. It was the doctrine of the Greek 
philosophy concerning the V1.1I, which he received into his system, and 
~he point of union for it was furnished him by the manner in which this 
Idea had already been appropriated by the Apologetic writers;
although it may be shown, that they were far removed from Dualism, 
and adopted the Platonic notion of the V'-1I merely in a formal way, 
making it an entirely different thing in the coherence of their system. 

He was probably one of the zealous antagonists of !\iontanism, which 
~as now making progress in North Africa. The artist would find as 
httle to sympathize with in the ~Iontanists, as the latter would find in 
the artist. It is a mark of the more free, artist-like turn of mind which 
he opposed to the stern Pietism of the Montanists, that he could see 
r~othing which ought to give offence in employing his art on the inven
tions of the pagan mythology.3 This indicates an objectiveness in the 

tI. 1 The negative of the pro~osition: be nit. The first part of the sentence might 
'I'ClI.vopiv(')v ru. {3M:7rofleva yeyovevat. be understood to mean that Tertullian re

2 The IeTi(]l~ lie ToV fl1} QVTO(, as in Her garded the art of painting itself as a p~gan
Inas. and sinful occupation j but even Tertulhan's 

3. The obscure words of Tertullian, from Montanistic hatred of art could hardly be 
whleh this account is derived run as fol supposed to go to such an extr:em~ ~ thi~, 
~":8.: ~i~git illicite, nubit as~idue, legem and there is no evidence that It dId III hIS 

el lD hbldinem dcfendit, in artem contem- writings. Neither do the words, "he de· 
VOL. I. 48 
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habits of thought, which, in the antagonism then existing between Chris
tianity and Paganism, could hardly consist with a healthy and earnest 
tone of Christian feeling. We' mark in him the predominance partly 
of a speculative and partly of an artistic tendency over the religious 
element of his character. 

Hcrmogenes combated the emanation-theory of the Gnostics, be
cause it transferred to the Divine Being the notions of sense, and because 
the idea of God's holiness could not be reconciled with the sinfulness of 
the beings which were supposed to have emanated from Him. But he 
combated also the doctrine of the creation out of nothing; because, if 
the world had no other cause than the will of God, it must have corres
ponded to the essence of a perfect and holy Being, and must therefore 
have been a perfect and holy world: nothing imperfect and evil would 
have found its way into it; for in a world having its ground only in 
God, how could there be any thing foreign from the essential charac~r 
of God? Hermogenes was not less disinclined than were the Gnostics 
themselves, to recognize the important part which Christian Theism 
attributes to the free agency of the creature, in the development of the 
lUliverse. In respect to moral evil, he was quite as difficult as were 
the Gnostics to be put by with the distinction between positive will and 
simple permission, on the part of the Divine Being. At the same time, 
however, the strength of the moral interest by which he was governed 
shows itself, when we find him rejecting the ground on which many 
attempted to explain the origin of evil, viz.: that it was a necessary 
foil, for the purpose of exhibiting moral good in its true light by the 
means of contrast.! He probably believed, that by such a Theodieee, 
the self-subsistence of the idea of goodness would 'be weakened, and 
the existence of evil, if regarded as necessary for the harmony of the 
universe, justified. And here, indeed, we do certainly recognize in 
him the victory of the Christian principle over that of the ancient 
world; but, at the same time, Hermogenes feU into the very error be 
wished to avoid, by persisting to trace the origin of evil to a natural 
necessity. 

The imperfection and evil which are in the world have their ground, 
according to his theory, in the fact that God's creation is condi
tioned by an inorganic matter which has existed from eternity. From 
all eternity, there have existed two principles, the alone active, plastic 
principle, God; and the simply passive, in itself undetermined, form
less principle, matter. The latter is a boundless mass, in constant cha
otic motion, where all antagonisms meet in an undeveloped state, and 

spised the law in its relation to art," favor would still uphold its authority for the pu~
the above ~ense j for .we can imagine no pas pose of defending repeated marriages (nublt 
sage of sCripture whICh Tertullian could in assidue) against the l\1ontanists, who on 
terpret as for~id~ing the art of painting gen this point declared that the authority of t~e 
erally. But It IS probable that Tortullian Old Testament had been annulled by ChriS
~eant by lex Dei t~e .old Testament, par tianity, and by the new revelations of the 
tIcularly the denunCIatIons aO'ainst the mak Paraclete. 

ers of idols, and that theb sense is: He 1 Tertu11ian adv. Hermog. c. 15: Expug

(Hermogenes) despises tho authority of nat quorundam argumentationes, dieentium 

the Old Testament by the way in whieh he mala necessaria fuisse ad iUuminationem 
employs art; while, on the other hand, he bonorum ex contrariis intelligcndorum. 
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flow into each other - a mass full ot wild imputses, without law or 
order, like water in a cauldron boiling Q.ver on all sides.! It was not 
by a single act that this endless chaos, involved in such boundless con
fusion, could be seized at anyone point, brought to a pause, and com
pelled to subject itself to form and order. It was only through the 
relation of his own essence to the essence of matter that God could 
and must exert an influence over it. As the magnet attracts the iron 
by an inherent necessity, as beauty exerts a natural power of attrac
tion on whatever approaches it,2 so God, by his bare appearance, by the 
transcendent power of his divine essence, exerts a formative influence 
on matter.S According to these principles, he could not, if logically 
consistent, fix on any beginning for the creation; and in fact he seems 
not to have supposed any such beginning - which is implied also in the 
argument he brings in support of his doctrine; namely, that if sove
reignty belongs to the number of the divine attributes, then God mu~t 
always have matter over which to exercise this sovereignty. Accord
ingly he held to an eternal exercise of the sovereignty of God over 
matter; which sovereignty, according to his system, consists principally 
in this victorious formative power. From what has been said, it follows 
that, according to this system, we are to conceive of the chaos, not as 
though it ever had any independent subsistence by itself, and as though 
the efficiency of this divine formative power had begun at some deter
minate moment; but as having a subsistence only in connection with 
this imparted organization, so that the two can never be separated ex
cept in conception. It was to the resistance which this endless matter, 
capable of being reduced to form in all its several, parts only by 
degrees, presented to the formative power of God, that he traced the 
?rigin of all imperfection and evil. Thus the ancient chaos reveals 
Itself in whatever is hateful in nature, and whatever is morally evil in 
the spiritual world. 

In holding the doctrine of a progressive formation of matter in con
nection with the doctrine of an eternal creation, Hennogenes was guilty 
of an inconsistency; since it is impossible to conceive of a progressive 
development which has no beginning. He fell into a still stranger in· 
consistency if it is true, as Theodoretus reports, that he supposed the 
development tended to a final end. For, according to this, he held, like 
the M:anicheans, that all evil would finally resolve itself again into the 
lllatter from which it had proceeded, and consequently that there would 
be a separation of that part of matter which was susceptible of organi
zation, from that other part which obstinately resisted it.4 Here the 
teleological and moral element which he had derived from Christian-

Ii .1 Inronditus et confusus et turhulentus 4 Theodoretus, to be sure, does Dot say 
nIt motus, sicut 01100 undiquc ebullicntis. this expressly; but such a doctrine seems 

2 We here perceive the painter. to be necessarily implied in that which, i;\c
8 Non pertransiens materiam facit Deus cordin..,. to his account, Hennogcnes mam

Inun?um, sed solummodo adparens et ad tained~ The passage from Theodoret~s (i,n 
propmquans ei, sicut facit qui decor, solum Hreret. fab. I. 19) is as follows: Tovae cJta
Inodo adparens (vulnerans animum) et (JoAov Kat TOUr oaJjUWar Elr T1;V VA1JV "va
Inngnes lapis solummodo adpropinquRDs. x8~(J~cr&al. . 
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ity, -an element not easily combining with the heathen notion of sin 
as a natural evil, -"rendered ..him inconsistent with himself.1 

Irem-eus and Tertullian maintained - the one in opposition to the 
Gnostics, the other to Hermogenes - the simple Christian doctrine of 
the creation, without indulging in any speculations on the subject. 

From these church teachers Origen differed on this point, as on many 
others; - having a peculiar system of his own, the main features of 
which we must here present, so far as they are -connected with the doc
trine of the creation. In conformity with the general character of his 
Gnosis, he built on the foundation of the system of doctrine generally 
received in the whole church, and" suProsed that his speculative inqui
ries, extending beyond the limits of this system, might still be in per
fect consistency with the same. He declared himself in favor of the 
doctrine of a creation from nothing, so far as that doctrine expressed, 
that the free act of God's almighty power was not conditioned by a 
preexistent matter; and this he did, not by-way of accommodation, but 
out of honest conviction.2 He moreover acknowledged that the spe
cific existing world had a specific beginning; but the question as to 
what was before it, see"med to him one which scripture and the faith of 
the church left" open for the free range of speculation. It was here, 
then, that he supposed he found those reasons against a beginning of 
creation gellerally, which must ever strike the reflecting mind which 
cannot rest satisfied with simple faith in that which i~ incomprehensible. 
How is it conceivable, that if to create is agreeable to the divine es
sence, what is thus agreeable to the divine essence should ever be want
ing ? Why should not those attributes belonging to the essence of the 
Divine Being, his almighty power and goodness, be ever active? A 
transition from the state of inactivity to the act of creation is incon
ceivable without a change, which is incompatible with the being of God. 

Origen was opposed also to the doctrine of emanation; since by this 
theory the distance between the Creator and the creature was annihi
lated; a unity of essence seemed to be supposed between the two; 3 

representations of mere sense were transferred to the Almighty, and 
he was made subject to a kind of natural necessity.4 All communica
tion of life from God, he regarded not as the result of any natural pro
cess of development, but as an act of the divine will. But for reasonS 
which have been mentioned already, he believed it necessary to sup

1 Theodoretus also ascribes to Hennoge pretntion of Ps. 19: 4, which was undcr
nes t~e doctrine, that Christ put off his stood to apply to the Messiah, may have 
body m the sun. It may be doubted wheth givcn risc to this opinion. 
er Theodoretus has not here confounded 2 Sec Prrofat. libb. 1rfp2 cipXwv, f. 4 j ibid. 
the doctrine of Hermogenes with something 1. ll. c. ., 4 4; 1. III. c. 5. - Commentar. 
else that resembled it; - at any rate it is Genes. init. 
doubtful how his words are to be u~der 3 'Vhere Origen has reference to the 
stood. Perhaps Hermogenes tauO'ht that Gnostic doctrine of the OflooVGtDV betwee,n 
Christ, in -ascending to the heave::ly state the spiritual natures and the a;yivvTJT~ tpv
of existence, left behind him in the sun the Gtr. In Joann. T. XIII. 4 25. 
outward garb he had as3umed in the mate f ll.oYflam avrrpC:J1rCJv, flTJO' ovap tpVGl'V
rial world. Yet so fantastic an opinion can aopaTov Ka2 aGCJflaTov 1rttpavTaGfdvCJv oVGav 
hardly be ascribed to Hermogcnes; and, in KVP;'CJ~ oVGiav. In Joann. T. XX. § 16
default of authentic documents, we must ll. /J.pX. lib. L Co 2, § 6. 
leave the matter in the dark. Some inter



569 ORIGEN. ,METHODIUS. 

pose, in connection with the glory of God, an eradiation of it in a 
world of spiritual beings, affining to himself, and subsisting in absolute 
dependence on him. 1 He maintained the idea of a continual becoming 
of this spiritual creation 2 - a relation of cause and effect without tem
poral beginning - the Platonic idea of an endless becoming, symboliz
ing the eternity of the divine exishmce.3 What Origen says in another 
connection, respecting an activity of God not to be conceived under the 
dimensions of time, and an eternal becoming, we might apply also, in 
his own sense, to the relation of the spiritual world, - akin to God and 
deriving its essence from him, - to God as its original source.4 He had 
respect, in his system, to those difficulties which present themselves, 
on one particular side, to the mind hampered and confined by the limi· 
tations of time, when striving to conceive a beginning of the creation; 
:-but not to the difficulties which arise also on the other side, when it 
18 attempted to carry out the idea of a becoming, without a beginning of 
created existence. 

The bishop Methodius, who attacked this doctrine of Origen in his 
work "On the Creatures," was vastly his inferior in the genius for 
speculation.5 He had not even power enough of speculative intuition 
to comprehend Origen's ideas; and what he could not comprehend, he 
represents as being senseless and atheistic. Comparing the relation of 
God to created things with the relation of a human architect to his 
work, he brings against the system of Origen objections which are ,alto
gether irrelevant. How incompetent he was to understand the great 
lnan whom in his ignorant zeall}.e nicknames a centaur, is shown by one 
of his objections against the argument of Origen; namely, that if the 
transition from inactivity to the act of creation supposed a change in 
God, so also the transition from the act of creation to the cessation of 
that act would imply a like change in him. But God must have ceased 
from creating the world, when the world was finished, and then there 
would consequently be a change in him. But Origin, arguing from his 
own position, might reply to this, that we are not to conceive of God's 
activity in creation as ceasing at a certain point of time, - as an action 
begun at a specific time, and then brought to an end. He might retor~ 
the objection of Methodius, and say that, by the comparison which the 
latter introduced, a self-subsistence is attributed to the creature which 
does not belong to it - as though its existence were not every moment 
conditioned by, and grounded in, the same creative power of God, ex
erted for its preservation. :More to the point, though aimed against an 
unbefitting expression rather than against the idea of Origen, was the 
objection, that the notion of God's perfection involves the necessity of 

1 The prptKu. u:rravyurrpara ri;~ (lo~1J~ Toii lovaa alwvLO!: ElKWV. Compo Plotin. III 
~roii in the Myu\'~ teTicJt!:. In Joann. T. Ennead. 7. , 
AXXII. § 18. , ·Oaov brrL TO ~iJf rrOtllTlKi>v TaU a7TGvya

2 According to Methodins. a YfV1/TOV act ap-aTOf, crr, ToaoiiTOV Yf1Jviiuu TO urravyaapa 
Ytv..taE(j~.ap,rTf!' ou"- lxov, an avapx(.)~ Kpareiv ri;~ OO~1J~. In Jercm. Hom. IX. ; 3. . 
Tov Tf,lv1}uaTOf. 6 Extracts from the work of ¥cthodlUS 

8 Plato in the Timrens, rlKcJv KlVT/T~ aICJ in Photius. Cod. 235. 
VOf, l'iVOVTOf aLWVOf Lv iv, /CaT' apL~~ 

48* 
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its being self-grounded, dependant on nothing else, conditioned by 
nothing else.! 

In connection with Origen's doctrine of the ~reation, must be taken 
his peculiar way of conceiving the doctrine of God'8 almighty power. 
When he says, We ought not to conceive of the divine Omnipotence, 
if we would apprehend it in its true glory, as infinite power, without 
any farther modification,2 the proposition has a meaning which, in one 
respect, is altogether· true. The conception of the divine Omnipotence, 
as contradistinguished from the principle of Nature-religion, according 
to which the gods themselves were conceived as being subjected to a 
higher necessity, was, in fact, something entirely new, and hence pos
sessed so much the greater significance for the Christian consciousness, 
in expressing its opposition to the earlier ·views. It was the usual 
answer which uneducated Christians, and those who were incapable of 
assigning any more distinct reason for the faith that was in them, gave, 
when urged with objections against that doctrine, that with God all 
things are possible, even those things which to men seem impossible. 
By this antithesis, however, of a supernatural Theism to the ancient 
Naturalism, many were led into the error at least of so expressing them
selves, as if, under the idea of Omnipotence, they conceived of an infi~ 
nite, arbitrary will, - whereby they laid open to those who att1Wked 
Christianity from the position of Paganism, many weak points, of which 
such men as Celsus were not slow to take advantage.3 Now, in opposi
tion to the notion of such an unlimited arbitrary will, Origen placed 
the idea of Omnipotence as an attribute not thus indeterminate, but 
standing connected with the essential being of God, as God, and with 
the other divine attributes, rightly defined. "God can do anything," 
says he, " which does not contradict his essential being as God, his 
goodness and wisdom - anything by which he would not deny his own 
character as God, as a being of infinite goodness and wisdom." 4 If 
by that which is contrary to nature 5 is meant what is bad, irrational, 
self-contradictory, the notion of the divine Omnipotence cannot be ex
tended to such things. But the case becomes different, when nature is 
understood according to its ordinary meaning, as the common course 
of nature.6 The laws of nature, thus understood, are valid only for 
one particular point of view; and there may be something, therefore, 
considered from this particular point of view, above nature, which, in 
the other sense of the word, is not contrary to nature. In its relation 
toa higher, divine life, which is in its essence supernatural, the mira
de, ,regarded as an individual effect of this higher power introduced 
into humanity, may be something in harmony with nature.7 Many 

l'Toalrr'o at' tano £avrov rrt..~(Jc.Jp.a OV €/Jl'Jr elvat OVK l~;araT<u' c. Cels. 1. III. c. 70, 
a:a2 aVTO tv tavTi;> pivov, Ut..EroV Eiva/, ToVTO and l. V. c. 23. 
pOvov oo~aariov. I) Tel rrapa. ?VCItV. 

2 llmEpaap.iv1'/V yap Elvat Kat T7Jv duva/ltv 6 'R KDtVOTtpa voovp.£v1] cpuatr. 
ToV ~EOv t..EKTiov Kal: p.1] 'frpo~{um d;cp1/fliar '1 "EarL TtVU V'frCP TiTv ~vatv (11]V KOt'll0r:.[
~v 1rtptypa9iJv airriJ~ rrtptatptTiov. n. apx. pav) voovp.iV1lv, U1rotTJaat uv 'lrOTE -8car, vnEp
1. II. c. 9. riJv uv19pc.J'frtv1]V q,vatv ava{JtpCJ.;c.Jv TOV av

8 Sec Orig. c. Cels. 1. V. ('. 14. -8PCJ'frOJl, Ka2 1roti:Jv aVTov peTaf3CiA.AetV l'frl 
, ~vvaTa/, mlvTa /) ~tO~, um:e 6vvap.evor 9vatv "petrrova.lCat -8EtDTlpav. 

:ToV ~EOr eLvat Kal: ToV uya&or £tva/, JCaL ao

http:ava{JtpCJ.;c.Jv
http:rrt..~(Jc.Jp
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things may take place according to the divine reason and the divine 
will, which, on this very account, although they may be miraculous, or 
may seem to be so to many, are still not contrary to nature.! 

But the position of Origen, that the divine Omnipotence must not be 
conceived as an undefined, indeterminate power, has also another mean
ing, in which, as in many other instances, we find him mixing up ele
ments of Platonism with Christianity. The doctrine of the Nco-Pla
tonic school,2 that no consciousness can grasp an infinite series, passed 
with him for a demonstrated truth; and hence he inferred, that God 
could not create an infinite, but only a determinate, number of rational 
beings; - because otherwise they could not have been grasped by any 
consciousness, and a providence, reaching to every individual thing, 
c?uld have no existence.s It will be seen of what importance this 
SIngle point was, in its bearing on the whole system of Origen. With 
this was#!onnected in his mind the peculiar shaping of his doctrine of 
an eternal creation, namely, that there was no such thing as a multipli
cation of the number of created spirits; that all manifoldness was to be 
derived, not from the production of new beings, but only from the 
changes undergone by those already brought into existence by the eter
nal creation; that there were no new creations, but only metamorpho
Ses of the original ones. 

Although Origen in other respects agrees, in many of his results, 
with those who teach tha.t everything possible must also be actual, and 
who represent the divine Omnipotence as wholly expending itself in 
events that actually transpire, yet this principle was never expressed 
by him, and it is one altogether foreign from his whole philosophical 
and dogmatical bent; 4 - as indeed it is usually found united with a 
certain doctrine of determination, to which Origen's views stood directly 
opposed. 

Even here where he errs, we cannot fail to perceive the religious in
terest which was uppermost in the feelings of the great teacher. He 
supposes it impossible, without this doctrine, to place beyond dispute 
th; necessity of acknowledging a personal God} embracin& in his. con
SCIOusness everythinO' that exists - a truth WhICh he conSIdered It of 
vital importance to hold fast, in opposition to the Nco-Platonic theory, 
which assumed an impersonal ov, pure being without consciousness, as 
the highest and absolute being, while it only supposed an immanent. 
'lrpOvOta.5 

We now proceed to the doctrine in which Theism, taken in its con

1 c. eels. 1. V. c. 23. of Origen: QUK IfLrroc5i(tTal, TO clvat Ta rroil.
2 See e. g. Plutarch. de derectu oraculor. A.a dvvarov, tva," b, T{;)V rrol)..{;)v OVTO" 'TOO 

Co 24. IGopivov. In ep. ad Rom. lib. I. ; ed. Lom
3 ~~ yap cpVGU TO chfctpOV ci.rrCptl'TJrrTov· matzsch, T. V. p. 251. .• 

'TI't"!OtTJ/(t TOlVVV ToaavTa, wv MvvaTo rrcpl 6 The true opposite of the Nco-PlatOnIC ov 
dpaJam'Jul Ka~ avyKpaTtlv vrro ri]v aVTOO is expressed in what he says of God the 
rr~OVOLav. n. ci.PX. 1. II. c. 9. •Arrupa Tg Father: AVTOV Iv lavriiJ &o;a(ofLcvo~, ?'TEI:~ 
r;>V?tL oV,l;' o16vTc 1'rfpiAap.f3u.vu1'8cu. T~ r.tpa 'i lavraiJ ytvop.cvo," rrfpt(Jrr~ lrr~, T~ ra~'T(}v 
TOW 'IrE:<;>VKVt{l TU yvwaKop.tva yviJ(1fl. In yviJat£ KaL rfi laVTOV {7E:Wpt{l CV9patvtTCU ul[la
t~atth. T. XIII. § 1; cd. Lommatzsch l T. 'TOV Tlva Xapav. In Joann. T. x..XlI. § 18 i 

I. p. 210. ed. Lommatzsch, T. II. p. 470. 
• The opposite is cxprcssed in the words 
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nection with the proper and fundamental essence of Christianity, or 
with the doctrine of redemption, finds its ultimate completion, the doc
trine of the 2Wnity. This doctrine does not strictly belong t<> the fun
damental articles of the Christian faith; as appears sufficiently evident 
from the fact, that it is expressly held forth in no one particular pas
sage of the New Testament; - for the only one in which this is done, 
the passage relating to the thrce that bear record, (1 John 5,) is un
doubtedly spurious, and in its ungenuine shape testifies to the fact, how 
foreign such a collocation is from the style of the New-Testament 
scriptures. We find in the New Testament no other fundamental arti
cle besides that of which the Apostle Paul says, that other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, the"annunciation of Jesus as the Mes
siah; and Christ himself designates as the foundation of his religion, 
the faith in the only true God, and in J csus Christ whom he hath sent, 
(John 17: 3.) What Paul styles distinctively the mystery, relates in 
no one instance to what belongs to the hidden depths of the divine 
essence, but to the divine purpose of salvation which found its accom
plishment in a fact. But that doctrine presupposes, in order to its be
ing understood in its real significancy for the Christian consciousness, 
this fundamental article of the Christian faith; and we recognize therein 
the 'essential contents of Christianity, summed up in brief, as may be 
gathered from the determinate form which is given to Theism by its 
connection with this fundamental article. It is this doctrine, by which 
God becomes known as the original Fountain of all existence; as he 
by whom the rational creation, that had become estranged from him, is 
brought back to the fellowship with him; and as he in the fellowship 
with whom it from thenceforth subsists: - the threefold relation 1 in 
which God stands to mankind, as primal ground, mediator and end,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, - in which threefold relation the 
whole Christian knowledge of God is completely announced. Accord
ingly all is herein embraced by the Apostle Paul, when he names the 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and works through all and 
in all, (Ephes. 4: 6;) or Him from whom are all things, through 
whom are all things, and to whom are all things; - when, in pro
nouncing the benediction, he sums up all in the formula: the grace of 
the Lord J csus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit. God, as the living God, the God of mankind, and the 
God of the church, can be truly known in this way only. This shape 
ofTheism presents the perfect mean between the wholly extra-mundane 
God of Deism, and the God brought down to, and confounded with, the 
world, of Pantheism. As this mode of the knowledge of God belongs 
to the peculiar essence of Theism and the Theocracy, it follows, that 
its ground-work must be given with the ground-work o(the latter in the 
Old Testament - the doctrine of God whose agency is in the world 
through his 'Vord and with his Spirit: and hence it was no accident, to 
be explained by the supervention of outward influences merely, that 

1 In the 1ral.aEor Myor: '0 ~eor cipx~v Tt lXCJv. Plato Jegg. IV. Ed. Bip. vol. VllI• 
.cal TtM:v~V Kat ptf1U TWV OvTCJV (i7raVTCJV p. 185. 



THE TRINITY. 573 

such a shaping of the consciousness of God grew out of the germs 
already contained in the Old Testament; - a truth which has not been 
duly attended to, by those 'who, in-their account of the progressive de
velopment of doctrines, have been inclined to explain too many things 
by a reference to outward causes. . 

We must take care not to be deceived by false analogies, in compar
ing this doctrine with apparently kindred dogmas of other religions, or 
with mere speculative theories. Its connection, already pointed out, 
with the fundamental consciousness of Christianity, must furnish, in this 
case, the right standard of comparison. Aside from this, the three
fold designation of the Supreme Essence, or the hypothesis of a three
fold gradation in the principles of existence, can furnish only a delusive 
analogy, where perhaps there may be lying at bottom some theory most 
?irectly opposed to the Christian view of the world; - as the case is, 
mdeed, with regard to the Indian Trimurti, which stands connected 
with a thoroughly pantheistic scheme, wholly at war with the theistic 
and theological principle of Christianity, - the doctrine, namely, of a 
divine essence, which manifests itself in a constant repetition of the 
same process of rising and vanishing worlds. And even within the 
Christian church itself, systems, consisting of a pantheistic deification 
?f reMon and of the world, have employed this doctrine, wrested from 
Its original connection, and made to bear a sense at variance with its 
true import, for the purpose of giving currency to some scheme under 
a Christian garb, which in essence was wholly oppo~d to Christianity. 
. The doctrine of the Trinity, however, in its practical or economical 
Import, does not preclude the reference to an inner and objective 
relation within the essence of the divine nature itself; since indeed in 
the revelation of God in his works, his essence is presented to us, 
though to our faculties of knowledge it appears at first, as it were in a 
glas~, darkly, as an enigma to be solved - and since, from the contem
platIon of God's self-manifestation in his works, we are constrained to 
form Our conception of the d·ivine attributes according to the analogy 
of OUr own mind. Only we are not to forget that the practical or eco
nomical Triad, which starts from God revealed in Christ, or from the 
position of the Apostle Paul. that God was in Christ reconciling the 
World to himself, must ,ever be considered as the ground-work of the 
Whole, - the original element from which the speculative or ontologi
cal yiew is derived; - a position which we shall find substantiated in 
tracIng, as we now propose to do, the historical development of this 
~octrine in these first centuries. This economico-practical doctrine of 
tne Trinity constituted from the beginning the fundamental conscious
ness ~f the Catholic church, while forming itself in its conflict with the 
OPPOSIte theories of the heretical sects. It is that which forms the 
basis .of the true unity of the church and the identity of the Christian 
conscIOusness in all ages. But the intellectual process of development, 
by means of which the economico-practical doctrine of the Trinity ,~as 
reduced to the ontoloO"ical was a gradual one and must necessartly ruh 1:)' , •

n t rough manifold opposite forms, until it issued at last In some 
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mode of apprehension, satisfying the demand of unity in the Christian 
consciousness, and in the activity of the dialectic reason. 

It is already evident, from what has been 'said, that the development 
of this doctrine must start from the reference to the person of Christ; 
and the original element here, which preceded all speculation, is the 
image which Christ himself left on the consciousness of those who re
ceived the immediate impression of his life, and were appointed to be 
witnesses of it. The doctrine of the divine essence dwelling in Christ 
grew first out of the intuition of the divine glory manifested in his life, 
- as it was expressed by the Apostle John, -" We beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father;" and out of the dis
courses, in which, from . his own self-consciousness, without any connec
tion whatever with the existing ideas of the period, but rather in oppo
sition to those ideas, he expressed himself with regard to his relation to 
his heavenly Father. It is the intuitive view of his person, which lies 
at the basis of the representa.tion of it, even where it appears less 
strongly developed, in the three first gospels, and which beams forth 
with peculiar lustre in many individual traits, Matth. 11 : 27; -12: 
6, 42; -16 : 16, (compared with Christ's manner of approving what 
was here expressed;) and when he employs the 110th Psalm, for the 
purpose of leading those whom he addressed to the recognition of him 
who was greater than the Son of David. The doctrine concerning 
Christ as taught by the \Apostle Paul, proves that the view of Christ's 
person as it is presented through all the writings of John, was not one 
of later origin. MC\feover, if we leave out the minor epistles of Paul, 
the genuineness of which several writers in modern times have, without 
any sufficient grounds, been pleased to call in doubt, and which form, 
notwithstanding, the necessary point of termination in the development 
of the Pauline theology; if, I say, we leave these aside, the same thing 
is implied in the designation: Him by whom are all things, (1 Corinth. 
8: 6.) In the Jewish theology, which prepared the way for Christian
ity, we may diRtingllish two different tendencies; first, in the idea of 
the theocratic king, who was to realize the idea of the Theocracy - who 
should concentrate in himself all the rays of the divine :Majesty; and 
from this necessarily proceeded the intuition of a person transcending 
the finite human nature, the image of the Son of God, as it beamed 
forth transfigured in the consciousness of inspired prophets; - and 
next, the limited apprehension of the lVlessiah's person, connected with 
the limited apprehension of his work, in the common J ewish conscio~s
ness. We have observed in the history of the Judaizing and Gnostic 
sects, how both these modes of apprehension proceeded to develope 
themselves into opposite theories, each wholly excluding the other. As 
to the above-mentioned prophetic element, we find it once more ta~en 
up, and still farther prosecuted, in the doctrine concerning ChrIst, 
taught by the Apostles Paul and John. That being by whom the 
human race, when estranged from God, was to be brought back to fel
lowship with him, appears as the one through whom the procession of 
all existence from God had been mediated from the beginning, - as 
the one who, being the original self-manifestation of the hidden divine 
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Essence, always formed the transition link between God and the crea
tion. The same was the firsli-born of every creature, and the first-born 
of the new· creation of humanity, restored to the image of God in the 
transfigured human nature which he exhibited after his resurrection. 
The same was the image of God before all existence, and the image of 
God in humanity; the divine fountain of light and of life, from whom 
all spirits were from the beginning to draw their supplies, and he 
who appeared as such in humanity, for the purpose of revealing in it, 
and of imparting to it divine life - the original Word of God, the first 
act of the divine self-manifestation, (of God's self-affirmation,) which 
humanized itself, in order that everything pertaining to humanity might 
become godlike. 

The title " Word of God," employed to designate this idea, the 
Apostle John could have arrived at within himself, independent of 
any outward tradition; and he would not have appropriated to his own 
purpose this title, which had been previously current in certain circles, 
had it not offered itself to him, as the befitting form of expression for 
that which filled his own soul. But this word itself is certainly not 
derived, any more than the idea originally expressed in it, from the 
Platonic philosophy, which could furnish no occasion whatever for the 
choice of this particular expression) But it is the translation of the 
Old-Testament term '~1; and. it was this Old-Testament conception, 
~oreover, which led to the New-Testament idea of the Logos. An 
mtermediate step 2 is formed by what is said in the epistle to the He
brews concerning a divine Word; and thus we find in the latest epistles 
of Paul, from the first epistle to the Corinthians and onward, in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, and in the gospel of John, a well-connected 
series of links in the progressive development of the apostolic doctrine. 
. If this idea of the Logos was not placed in connection with Christ
Ianity by the authority of an apostolic type of doctrine, but if it must 
be considered as merely the product of a fusion of Platonism, or of 
the Alexandrian-J ewish theology with the Christian doctrine; its wide 
diffusion, of which church fathers of the most opposite tendencies bear 
Witness, could hardly be accounted for. If it could so commend itself 
to the teachers with whom the Platonic element of culture predomi
nated, still the others, by whom every thing derived from that quarter 
~as suspected, must, for this very reason, have been prejudiced against 
It: As the defenders of the doctrine of Christ's divinity, in the begin
nI~g of the second century,3 could appeal, in evidence of the fact that 
~hls was the ancient doctrine of the church, to the oldest church
teachers and to the ancient Christian hymns, so this evidence is in fact 
confirmed by the report of Pliny, already cited on another occasion.4 

But while, in the tradition of the church, the Logos-idea was taught 
and. transmitted in the form which most perfectly harmonized with .t~e 
habIts of thought that had resulted from the previous stage of splnt

th
1 

The Platonic philosophy led rather to Commentary, has made some excellent re
. e e~ployment of the term voV~ as a de marks. 

SIgnatIOn of the mediating prinCiple. 8 Euseb. 1. V. c. 28. 
2 Respecting which, Bleek, in his masterly t See vol. I. p. 97. 
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ual culture; namely, as the idea of a spirit, first begotten of God and 
subordinate to him; there was, besides this, another view of the doc
trine concerning the Trinity, which may be designated, after the cus
tomary language of this period, as that of the Monarchians. Although 
opposite tendencies are to be found among the followers of this sect, 
and they were dra'ID into still more violent disputes with each other, 
than they ever engaged in against the subordination-theory of the 
church; yet they were agreed with regard to everything expressed by 
the term ~Ionarchianism. They felt a common interest in preserving 
the unity of the consciQusness of God, which made them unwilling to 
acknowledge any other divine being besides one God, the Father. 
Either they disclaimed all knowledge of the Logos-doctrine generally, 
or they understood by the Logos simply a divine energy, the divine 
wisdom or reason, which illuminates the souls of the pious; - in this 
respect falling in with a certain modification of the Logos-idea which 
was adopted by one class of Jewish theologians.! Now it may appear 
singular, that precisely at this period, - when a Christian conscious
ness was struggling to form itself in the midst of Paganism, and sur
rounded by its influences, - such a strictly monotheistic interest could 
arise, and the hypostatical Logos-doctrine create scruples in this par
ticular quarter.2 But when we consider how the case really was with 
Christians of this age; when we call to mind, that their Christian 
consciousness developed itself in direct opposition to their previous 
Pagan mode of thinking, that the doctrine of the divine unity had 
been deeply impressed on their minds by the earliest catechetical 
instruction which they received, and that the Logos-idea did not origi
nally belong to the primitive, simple confession of faith at baptism, 
(as in fact it does not occur in the so-called Apostolic Creed;) it may 
easily be explained how it should happen, that when afterwards this 
doctrine came to be set before them, they would believe it contained 
something in contradiction to the principle of the povapxia, which they 
had been first taught.3 

Among these Monarchians, who were agreed in combating the doc
trine of a hypostatical Logos, two classes are still to be distinguished; 
since, with some of them, the monarchian interest of the common r~ 
ligious faith, or of reason, predominated, the interest immediately con
nected with the person of Christ, the interest of Christian piety in the 
proper sense, being a quite subordinate matter; while, in the case .of 
others, both these interests were combined, and both cooperated wlth 
equal power; and in close connection with this difference was another, 
that while with the one class the dialectic, critical faculty of the 
understanding was supreme, with the other it was the practical element 
and Christian feeling which predominated.4 The former were of the 

1 Already mentioned. per credentium pars est, quoniam et ips~ re
~ Orig. in Joann. T. II. § 2: Ti) 1rOAAOVr gula fidei a pluribus Diis seculi ad umcu~ 

"'LM1'Jeovr clvcu tVXOfltvovr Tapaaaov tVM- et verum Deum trnnsfert, expavesCllnt .11 
{1ovflevovr ovo ci.vayopevaat 1'Jeovr. ' oIKovof-liav, (the trinity to be connected mth 

8 This is confirmed by TertuUian, adv. the unity.) Monarchiam, inquiunt, tene 
Praxeam, c. 3: Simplices quique, ne dixe mus . 
rim imprudentes et idiotre, qure major sem- • Origin clearly distinguishes these twO 
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opinion that in the churbh system the distance was not sufficiently 
marked between Christ and the only true God. They denied that 
Christ was divine in every sense, and would only admit that he was 
divine in a certain sense. They taught, namely, that Jesus was a man 
like all other men; but that from the first he was actuated and guided 
by that power of God, the divine reason or wisdom, bestowed on him in 
larger measure than on any other messenger or prop~et of God; and 
that it was precisely on this account he was to be called the Son of 
God. They differed from the Ebionites, properly so called, in this, 
that they did not believe, with them, such a union of Christ with God 
had first taken place at a determinate moment of his life, but regarded 
it as lying at the basis of his entire development; since in fact they 
acknowledged his miraculous conception. 

But the second class consisted of those whom not merely the inter· 
est for Monotheism or Monarchianism, in which a Jew also might 
participate, but the interest at the same time for the faith in the true 
deity of Christ, made opponents of the hypostatical Logos-doctrine in 
the form in which it was then understood. The common notion of the 
Logos, that he had become man in Christ, as a being personally distinct 
from, and subordinate to, God the Father, although most intimately 
related to him, appeared to them to be too inadequate a representation 
of Christ. The idea of such a distinction between him and the Su
preme God was revolting to their faith in Christ: he was for them the 
only true and supreme God himself, who had revealed himself here 
in humanity so as he had done nowhere else, had appeared in a human 
body. They regarded the names Father and Son as only two different 
modes of designating the same subject, the one God, who, with refer· 
ence to the relations in which he had previously stood to the world, is 
~al1ed by the name of the Father; as with reference to his appearance 
tn humanity, he is caned the Son.! They would have in Christ only 
the one, undivided God; - the feeling which was uppermost with 
them, would admit here of no distinction or division. While the first 
class of l\tlonarchians recognized nothing in Christ but the man, and 
banished the divine element out of view; the others saw in him noth
ing but the God, and the human element was, on the other hand, 
'Yholly suppressed or overlooked. The tendency of their views was to 
make of the human appearance simply a transient, removable veil, 
serving for the manifestation of God in humanity. Yet we are igno
rant as to the particular way in which they developed their thoughts 
on this point. The more profound pious feeling among the laity who 
'Were without education, seems to have inclined them rather to the last

el~ses i in Joann. T. II. ; 2: "FITot Upvovwith the Father; these nre the Patripas
(J.f.vovr; toWTllTa vloV lTipav 1T'apu riJv 'TOU sians:) 1t (ipvOVpiVOVf; riJv -&eOr7lTa Toil vloV, 
1ra;por;, 0fWMYoVvTar fhov ElvaL TOV piXPL 'TL-&ivTar; oE aVToV riJv [OWTT/Ta Kat ovatav 
O(Vl:flaTor 1T'ap' aVTolr; vlov 1T'pOrayopevoflEVov, KaTU 1T'Eptypa9iJv, (an individual existenc~, 
t ey acknowledge the divinity of Christ, natura certis finibns circnmscripta,) TV)'xa

t deny him a personality distinct from Vovl1av iTipav TOV 1T'aTpOr;, (the other class.)bht e Father, and call him the Son in name '1.'. II. ; 18; T. X. , 21; c. Cels.I. VIIL 

?nly,_ they do not consider him as such c.12. 

III truth, inasmuch as they identify him 1 Two E1'rivOlalCvOr VTrO"ElpCvO'll. 
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mentioned view; and if, as appears evident from the passages cited 
from Tertullian and Origen, this view had many adherents even as 
late as into the third century, yet this cannot be regarded as any 
evidence whatever against the antiquity of the Logos-doctrine, as if 
the latter had first made its appearance in the conflict with some mode 
of apprehension far older than itself; but it might easily be the case, 
that, while tho Logos-doctrine was becoming moulded into shape in 
theology, the view just mentioned sprung up out of the popular con
sciousness. It was the reaction of the Christian consciousness among 
the laity, against the doctrine of the Logos, as it became more precisely 
defined in a subordination-system.1 This is the class, of whom Origen 
says, that under the show of aiming to honor Ghrist, they teach what 
is untrue of him.2 It is such whom he has in mind, when he describes, 
as belonging to a subordinate position, those whose God is the Logos, 
- who imagined that in him they possessed the whole essence of God, 
and who held him to be the Father himself.3 And it is the same class, 
perhaps, of whom he says, that they knew nothing but Jesus the 
crucified; that they imagined they possessed in him who became flesh 
the entire Logos; that they knew Christ only according to the flesh; 
and as such he describes the great body of believers, over against 
whom he was accustomed to place the genuine Gnostics.4 Just as 
PhiJo distinguishes those who elevate themselves to the Absolute, and 
those who imagine they have aU in the Logos, considering the latter as 
the Supreme God. himself; and as the Gnostics distinguish those who 
elevate themselves to the Supreme God, and those who held the Dem
iurge to be the Supreme God himself; so Origen distinguishes those 
who elevate themselves to God the Father himself, and those who 
never proceeded beyond the Son, and held him to be the Father 
himself.5 These latter were usually denominated Patripassians,6 - a 

1 Instead of being able, with Dr. Baur, 
(whose positions we have not neglected to 
consider in the statement above given,) to 
regard the Logos·doctrine as an attempt to 
strike the mean between the two classes of 
the Monarchians, and to account hence for 
its spread; we must on the contrary main
tain, that it was precisely the antithesis of 
the Logos-doctrine in the form of subordin
ation, which called forth Patripassianism. 
We discern in this last tendency the same 
i!lterest, expressing itself in a purely prac
tical way, without dialectic reasoning, which 
after.ward~ sought ~ts satisfaction by means 
of dialectic reasonmg, in the matured no
tion of the Homoiision . 

• 2 II! ¥att~. '1.:. xyn.,§ 14,: Ov 'Vop.u1Teov
ttVal v7rep avrov rovr ru 1fJwcJn 9po'Vovvrar 
lItp2 aiJrov, 9avraai.~ rov oo;U(UV avro'V 
67ro£Ot tlalv 01 avYXiovrer 7rarpOr lCa2 vloJ 
tvvotav lCaL rij tmOaraaEl tva dtoovrer elVal 
TOV 7rarepa lCal rov vlov, r~ e7rlvoi.{l p.ov1) lCaL 
TO;:~ ollop.aat otalpoVVTEr ro ev V7rOlCetp.t::VO'V. 
ne distinguishes such from heretics. . 

8 '0 :Wyor TaXa ri:rv ev avr~ 1arUvrc.Jv ro 
7rav lCa2 rwv 7rarepa avrov 'Vop.t,o'Vrc.Jv ecrr2 
-6tor. In Joann. T. II. § 3. 

• L. c.: Oi fl1joW tlooTtf, tl PI 'I1jaoW 

Xplarov "a~ Tovrov lcrravpc.Jp.evov, TOV yev6
p.evov aUrKa AOYOV ro 7rUV 'Vop.i.cmvTEr dvcu 
rov :Wyov, XplcrrOv Kanl. CapKa floVOV ylVcJ
alCovat· Towvrov oe ecn ro 7rAij{tOf; rwv 7rE
7rurrt::VlCevat vOflt{oflivc.Jv. Yet we should 
not omit to notice, that in the above-cited 
passage, Matth. T. XVII. § 14, Origen dis
tin~uishes those who, out of a mistaken 
wish tp honor Christ, identify him with the 
Father, from the great mass of orthodox. 
believers, who, though they do not consider 
Christ as a mere prophet, yet are far from 
having a sufficiently high conception of 
him, are unable to form to themselves any 
clear conception of his character. Ol lJXMJl, 
,,~v p.TJ rij U;u t:Jr 7rpDtp7JT1JV avrov EXc.JCl, 0, 
Tl 7rOr' UV EXc.Jalv avroll, 7rOAMtl lMTTOV EXOV
ClV avrov ov tcrrl1l, ovoev rpavoVvrer 1repl 
avroV. 

:; OL ph {hov Exoval TOV T(;)V OMJV -&eov, 
oE oe 7rapil rovrovr ororepot Icrraflt:'l!Ol e1rl 
rov vlov TOO -6eoV, TOV XplcrroV avrov. L. C. 

6 Qui unam eandemque subsistentiam 
Patris ae Filii assevemnt, unam person~m 
duobus nominibus subjacentem, qui latme 
Patripassiani appellantur. Orig. fragment. 
Commentar. in ep. ad Titrun. 

http:vOflt{oflivc.Jv
http:Vop.t,o'Vrc.Jv
http:1arUvrc.Jv
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name which would be applied to them, however, only by those who 
maintained the subordination-theory of the church; 1 and on the 
ground that they saw it must tend to impair the superior dignity of 
the Father, if that was transferred to him which could only be pre
dicated of the Logos,2 who came into all manner of contact with the 
creature. . 

We shall now proceed to consider more in detail the several phases 
of Monarchianism. 

As it regards the first-named class, we find the earliest traces of it 
in the Roman church; and since it has been found that Monarchians 
of the third century appeal to the agreement of the older Roman bish
ops with their views, modern inquirers have been led to infer from this 
circumstance, that the Monarchian tenet was in this church originally 
the prevailing one, while the doctrine of the Logos was unknown to it: 
and this was connected with another position, namely, that the Roman 
church had its origin in a Jewish element. But if this last position is 
an erroneous one, and the Pauline, Gentile-Christian element must be 
regarded much rather as the original one in this case,3 (as we think we 
have shown it must be, in another place,4) one of the principal argu
ments for such a supposition falls at once to the ground. Moreover, on 
such a supposition, it would be least of all possible to account for the 
favorable reception which the Patripassians met with at Rome; for it 
is evident, that there was nothing which so contradicted the fundamen
tal principle of the Jewish Ohristians, nothing so far alien from Ebion
itism, as this theory concerning the person of Christ. We have seen, 
in fact, that the two classes of the Monarchians stand in well-defined 
opposition to each other. Hence both cannot at one and the same time 
have been dominant in this church, cannot have sprung out of its origi
nal element; although one side might doubtless, by its extreme positions, 
have called forth the other. Now, if Patripassianism was the predomi
nant doctrine, this would least of all have presented any foothold for 
the other classes of the Monarchians. These could expect nothing 
after this, but to meet with the warmest resistance. But if that ten
~ency of Monarchianism which was more nearly akin to Ebionitism had 
l~S ground in the original doctrine of this church, the favorable recep
tIOn which a Patripassian teacher met with here, could not be accounted 
for. The intimate connection, moreover, of Irenreus with the Roman 
church,4 to the doctrinal tradition of which he especially appeals, testi
fies against the existence of such a Monarchian tendency opposed to 
the Logos-doctrine in this church. And it is by no means clear, that 
those Monarchians were at home in Rome: they came from some other 
quarter to the capital of the world, where was a confluence of the most 
heterogeneous elements from all directions. The :Monarchians of the 
first class did in fact, from the first, meet even here with a very unfa

1 In a different sense froIV what was in 2 See the words of Tertullian, cited above: 
tended, when, at a later pedod. those who Pater philosophorum Deus. 
~e~e accused of not duly distinguishing the S See my Apostol. Zeitalter, vol. I. p. 384. 
dlVlnc and the human in Christ were de i See vol. I. p. 204. 
nominated Theopaschites. 
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vorable reception. But as to the circumstance of their appealing to 
their agreement with the more ancient doctrine of the Roman church, 
this just as little proves that the original doctrine of the Roman church 
really favored them, as their appeal which they also made to the scrirr 
tures of the New Testament proves that the latter favored them.! The 
true state of the case probably was, then, that they simply took advan
tage of the more crude and undigested form of the doctrine in the 
Roman church to introduce their own. 

The founder of this Monarchian party in Rome appears to have been 
a certain Theodotus, a leather-dresser (aKVTev!:) from Byzantium.2 It 
is evident, from the way in which he interpreted the language of the 
angel, (Luke 1: 31,)3 that although he acknowledged nothing of an 
indwelling divine nature in Christ,. he yet supposed that Christ had 
grown up from the beginning under the special influence of the divine 
Spirit. The language was not, he said, the Spirit of God shall enter 
into thee; therefore the fact here denoted was not an incarnation of 
the divine Spirit,4 but only a descent of the divine Spirit on Mary. 
Whence too it appears that he by no means denied the supernatural 
character of Christ's nativity; of which therefore he is unjustly ac
cused by Epiphanius. The Roman bishop, Victor, is said to have 
excommunicated him from the church, whether this took place at the end 
of the second or at the beginning of the third century; yet his party 
continued to propagate itself, independently of the dominant church, 
and endeavored to get into notice by contriving to elect for its bishop 
Natalis, a venerated confessor. The latter seems, however, to have in
troduced a schism into his own breast, by departing from a conviction 
which had once given him strength for conflict and suffering. The dis
quiet of his heart manifested itself in frightful dreams and visions; and 
in the end he penitently returned back to, the Catholic church.5 

There arose, independently of this Theodotus, another Monarchian 
sect in Rome, whose founder is called Artemon. It is certain that the 
party which derived its origin from this man did not acknowledge Theo
dotus as belonging to them; and if they supposed they could appeal to 
their agreement in doctrine with the Roman bishop Victor, who had 
excommunicated Theodotus, they must either have assumed that their 
doctrine differed from that of Theodotus, or that the latter had been 
excommunicated for other rea!WDS than his erroneous doctrines. The 
latter may be supposed, if the somewhat highly colored and, as we 
must admit, not sufficiently well-supported account,6 that Theodotus 

1 Although we may be inclined to sup he disclaimed all knowledge of such a be
pose that the Artemonites did not receh'e ing. We should not forget here, that these 
the gospel of John, yet we must admit that words were in fact referred, at that time, to 
they acknowledged the epistles of Paul. the incarnation of the Logos. See Justin 

2 The latter is reported by Epiphanius M. Apolog. II. ed. Colon. f. 75: To 7rVeVfUl 
and Theodoretus. Ka2 rijv ovvafttv TiJV 1rapa -8eov obQev a.uo 

8 His words, cited bl Epiphanius hreres. VO~(1at {tiftl!: ~ TOV iWyov.
54, are: Kat aUTO TO evaYJiN.ov 1911 ry Ma 6 If we may trust to the report of an op
Pt{l' 70IeVfta Kvpiov brekVaeTal i1rl ae, Kal ponent. Euseb. lib. V. e. 28. • 
OUK elrre' 70IeVfta KVpiov yev~aE:Tat lv aot. 6 Besides being cited in Epiphanius, It 

4 Whether it was, that by this divine may be found in the appendices to Tertul
Spirit he understood the Logos, or whether lian's PrrescriptioDS, Co 53. 

http:evaYJiN.ov
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was first excommunicated from the church on account of his denial of 
the faith under a persecution, may have some foundation of truth. 
The Artemonites continued to propagate themselves in Rome till far 
into the third century. About the middle of this century, the Roman 
presbyter Novatianus still considered it necessary, in his exposition of 
the doctrine of Christ's divinity, to notice particularly the objections 
of that party; and, during the later Samosatenian disputes, it was spoken 
of as a party still in existence. 

If the Artemonites pretended that what they called the truth, had 
been preserved in the Roman church down to the time of the Roman 
bishop Zephyrinus, yet this, as we have remarked before, signifies 
nothing more here than it does in the other cases, where they cited the 
older church teachers generally and the apostles themselves as wit
nesses for the truth of their doctrine. When a man entrenches himself 
in some particular dogmatic interest, and makes that his central posi
tion, he can easily explain every thing in conformity with his own views, 
and find everywhere a reflection of himself. But when they asserted, 
that from the time of Victor's successor, Zephyrinus, the true doctrine 
in this church become obscured 1 - some fact must be lying at the bot
tom of this assertion, which unhappily, in the absence of historical data, 
it is impossible at present accurately to ascertain. Perhaps by these 
very disputes, the Roman church was led to fix some more clearly de
fined doctrinal distinction or other, which was unfavorable to the inter
ests of this party. But the Roman bishops, who, even at this early 
period, held so tenaciously to traditional forms, even in unimportant mat
ters, would hardly be induced to exchange, at once, the :Monarchianism 
received from their predecessors, for the Logos-doctrine coming to them 
from abroad; and such a change, moreover, did not admit of being so 
easily effected. 

As it regards the tendency of mind in which tlle doctrine of these 
Artemonites originated, we are furnished with a very instructive hint 
On this subject, in one of the objections brought against them. They 
busied themselves a good deal with mathematics, dialectics, and criti
cism; with the philosophy of Aristotle and with Theophrastus. It 
was, then, a predominantly reflective, critical, dialectic bent of mind, 
which, in their case, encroached on the fervency and depth of Christian 
feelings. They were for a Christianity of the understanding, without 
any mystical element. Every thing of a transcendent character, every 
thing which would not adapt itself to their dialectic categories, was to 
be expurged from the system of faith. It is worthy of notice, that they 
devoted particular attention to the Aristotelean philosophy. 'Ve per
ceive here the different kinds of influence exerted by the systems of 
philosophy; the Platonic being employed to defend the doctrine of 
Christ's divinity, while the opposite direction of mind, tending to combat 
that doctrine, leaned to the side of the Aristotelean. 

It was alleged against those Artemonites, that, under the pretence of 
emending the text of the holy scriptures, they indulged in a very ar

1 'Arro T~ Toil dUld6xov avroii ZetfwPLVOV rrapalC£XapaxaaL ~v &Ahaecav. Euseb.l. V. c. 28. 

49'" 
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bitrary kind of criticism. An accusation of this sort from the mouth of 
opponents is in itself, it must be admitted, not entitled to much credit. 
There was ever a strong inclination to charge those who deviated from 
the church doctrine, whenever they cited other readings than those 
which were customarily received in the church, with interpolating and 
corrupting the holy scriptures so as to make them favor those opin
ions in which they differed from the church.! But the peculiar intellec
tual bent of these people renders it not improbable, that they did 
indulge in a licentious criticism, favoring the interest of their own pecu
liar dogmas. Their antagonists speak of the variations which were to 
be found in the several recensions of the text proceeding from the theo
logians of this party, as each was ambitious to acquire importance by 
his skill in criticism.2 

Many of the Artemonites were led also by this critical bent of mind, 
as it would seem, to oppose the tendency to confound together the fun
damental positions of the Old and New Testament; to combat the 
practice of implying, by means of allegorical interpretation, every Chris
tian truth in the scriptures of the Old Testament. They were for hold
ing the two positions more distinctly apart; for distinguishing more clearly 
the new, specifically Christian element from that of the Old-Testament 
scriptures. Possibly, also, they may have discriminated more carefully 
the peculiar character of the agency exerted by the Holy Spirit in the 
case of the New-Testament, from that in the case of the Old-Testa
ment scriptures. To the latter they may not have ascribed the same 
authority as to the former.3 

I Tertu11ian's Prrescriptions: Ubi vcritas 
disciplinre et fidei Christmnre, illic erit veri
tas scripturarum et expositionum. De prre
script. c. 19. 

~ There were many copies of the New 
Testament, inscribed with the names of the 
critics of the several sects from which the 
revision of the text proceeded. IIoiUc:Jv 
(avrtypa~(jv) lrmv t:inrop~uat, Ota TO ~tJ..oTi-
1UJr; tyyeypuqllJat TOUr; f-La{}T/rilr; avrwv, Til 
vrp' iKUUTOV aVTWv, iJr; avrOL KaMvut, Kart.Jp
fft.JF,va. Euseh. 1. V. c. 28. 

We infer this from the remarkable 
words in the controversial notice just cited, 
Euseb. 1. V. c. 28: "Evtot 0' avrwv ovoe ra
pauu£tv n;ic..)(1av aVTUr; (rilr; yparpar;) all' 
arrAWr UpVT/uuf-LevOt TOV re VOfWV Kat TOVr; 
rrporpi}rar;, avof-Lov Kat u{}eov dtdall'KaAtar; 
(here a word must have slipped out, for I 
do not ,reel at liberty to supply fvcKa, nor 
do I beheve that this is the word missing. 
Neither can I, with Stroth, take these words 
a~ in apposition with xuptrOr;,) 7rporpUUft 
xaptrOr; (nnrler the pretext, that they would 
glorifv the ~race bestowed bv the gospel) 
fir; fUXaTov uiTt.Jkiar; okffpov Kart.JAtu(tT/uav. 
'Ve may here compare what Origen says 
of the same class: Qui Spiritum Sanctum 
alium quidem dicant esse. qui fuit prophe
tis, alinm autem, qui fuit in apostolis. 
~'ragment. Commentar. in epist. ad Titum. 

But when I find Dr. Baur endeavoring to 
establish a connection between the tendency 
here described and the sect of Marcion, I 
must be allowed to say, that I see no ground 
whatever for any such hypc)thesis. If th.ese 
people agreed with the school of Marclon 
in opposing the practice of confounding to
gether. the fundamental positions of the 
Old and the New Testament, (and yet they 
were certainly very far from proceeding to 
the same length in this opposition as Mar
cion did,) this cannot possihly be regarded 
as sufficient evidence of any relationship 
of theirs with the sect of Marcion. They 
were driven to this result from an entirely 
different starting-point, by an intellectual 
tendency directly opposed to that of the 
Marcionites. Had they stood in any sort 
of connection with the sect of Marcion, 
other Christians certainly would never have 
had so' much to do with them, but would 
have repelled them, without ceremony, from 
their society, as notorious heretics. Bl!t 
neither can we believe, that it was to thlS 
party the opponents belonged, whom Ter
tullian combats as a Montanist, (see above, 
p 525, note 2 ;) for had it been in his power 
to charge these opponents with sueh errors 
a3 the above-described, he would assuredly 
not have allowed such an opportunity to 
pass without availing himself of it. 
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We recognize the same tendency in the oldest opponents of John's 
gospel, who were connected with this party,-the so-called Alogi, whom 
we have already spoken of, as a sect that pushed the antithesis of Mon· 
tanism to its farthest extreme on the other side.! 

As to the second class of Monarchians, the Patripassians, the first 
one of the party who comes to our knowledge is the confessor Praxeas. 
He came from Asia Minor, the father-land of l\Ionarchianism, where he 
ha,d made himself known as an antagonist of l\Tontanism; from which 
circumstance, however, it is by no means clear, that the peculiar direc· 
tion he. took with regard to the doctrine of the Trinity had any connec· 
tion whatever with this opposition; especially if we consider that the 
prophetic spirit of the Montanists itself, as we have before pointed out, 
assumed in the first place an Old-Testament form, and spoke in the name 
of God the Father only. He afterwards travelled to Rome,2 and by 
his influence induced the Roman bishop, either Eleutherus or Victor, 
to pronounce sentence of excommunication against the lHontanists in 
Asia l\Iinor. He at that time encountered no opposition on the score 
of his ~atripassianism; whether it was that men were less disposed to 
examine rigidly into the creed of the confessor; or that, amidst the ne· 
gotiations respecting many other important matters connected with the 
interests of the church, this difference in doctrine never happened to be 
mentioned; or that Praxeas found in the church doctrine at Rome, 
which as yet was not very precisely defined, a point of union for his 
own views, and by his zeal in behalf of the- faith in Christ, as the God· 
man, perhaps by his hostility to the other party of the ~lonarchians, 
Won over the public opinion in his favor. He next went to Carthage, 
where too he may have relied for support on the before-described pious 
interests of simple faith in the laity, which had not yet passed through 
any process of theological development.3 Yet here an opponent of this 
doctrine presented himself, and a controversy arose. If we may believe 
the hostilely-disposed Tertullian, Praxeas was induced to recant his 
opinions.4 Yet we should here probably distinguish between the real 
tnatter of fact, and the interpretation of the fact by an antagonist. It 
may be doubted whether the explanation of Praxeas, to which Tertul· 
lian alludes, may not have been simply a vindication of his doctrine 
against some falsely charged conclusions. Somewhat later, when Ter
tullian had already gone over to the Montanistic party, the controversy 
broke out afresh; and he had now a double motive for writing against 
Praxeas. 

According to his representations, there were two possible ways of 
construing the doctrine of Praxeas: either that he denied the exist. 
~nce of any distinction in the being of God himself - denied the ex
lStence of any dnality in God, which might seem to be presupposed by 
Christ's appearance, even a duality understood merely in a formal sense

1 See ahove, p. 526. nre: Donnientibus multis in simplicitate 
2 For the precise time, sec above, p. 513, doctrinre. c. Praxeam, c. 1. 

note 3, and 525. {His langua~e is: Caverat pristin~m 
8 Tertullian's 'vords, where he is speaking doctor de emendatione sua et manet chlro

of the spread of tllis doctrine in Carthage, graphum upud psycbicos. L. c. 
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and applied the name Son of God to Christ simply with reference to 
his bodily appearance on earth; 1 or that he admitted the doctrine of a. 
divine Logos in a certain sense. In the latter case, he would not only 
have applied the name Son of God to Christ with reference to his 
human appearance, but he would have acknowledged a distinction, from 
the creation of the world, between the hidden, invisible God, and him 
who revealed himself in the work of creation, in the Theophanies of 
the Old Testament, and finally in a human body, in Christ. In the 
laSt-mentioned relation, God would be called the Logos or the Son. By 
extending, in some sense, his activity beyond himself, and so generat
ing the Logos, he thus made himself a Son.2 Now Tertullian, when 
he expresses hiinself in this last way, has either failed to enter fully 
enough into the whole connection of his opponent's mode of thinking, 
has transferred to Praxeas .. his own way of construing the meaning of 
Praxeas, or else different views must have existed among Praxeas' fol
lowers, according to the degree of their intellectual culture, and ac
cording as they adhered more or less closely to the church terminology. 

To this class of Monarchians belongs, moreover, Noetus, who ap
peared in the first half of the third century at Smyrna.s It is a char
acteristic fact, and serves to confirm what we have said before re
specting the import of Patripassianism, that when N oetus was cited 
before an assembly of presbyters, to answer for the erroneous doctrine 
of which he was accused, he alleged in his defence that his doctrine 
tended only to honor Christ. " Of what evil am I guilty," said he, 
" when I glorify Christ? " 4 The unity of God and Christ, this only 
God - was his motto. In proof of his doctrine he referred to Rom. 
9: 5, where Christ is called God over all ; - to the words of Christ, 
John 10: 30," I and my Father are one;" - perhaps also 6 to the 
words John 14: 9, "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." It 
appear~, from these examples, that Patripassianism appealed to the 
authority of St. John's gospel, as well as,to others; and it is evident, 
how slight are the grounds furnished by the spread of such doctrines 
for presuming that this gospel was either not known to exist, or not re
ceived. If, in the case of Praxeas, we were still uncertain whether he 
made the distinction between God hidden within himself ana God in 
his self-manifestation, it is, on the other hand, clearly evident from the 
report of Theodoretus, that N oetus made a doctrine of this kind his 
very starting-point. There is one God, the Father, who is invisible 
when he pleases; and appears (manifests himself) when he pleases; 

1 See Tertulli:m, c. Praxeam c. 27. that others before him had already broached 
2 L. c. c. 10, 14, and 26. The ohjections one of the same kind, among whom he 

of Baur cannot move me. The passage names two individuals unknown to us, 
marked c. 14, especially, where the writer Epigonius and Cleomenes. 
is speaking of the application of the doc 4 Vid. Hippolyt. c. Noet. § 1 : Tl oVv "a
trine to the Old Testament, leads necessa- ICOV 1roti:J, oo;a(CJv rov Xptarav j
rilv to this result. . Ii I say" perhnps," because it is no~ abso

11 Theodoretus, together with Hippolytus, lutely certain from the words of Hl,PJ><!ly
furnishes the most characteristic notion of tus, whether he is answering an objectIOn
this doctrine, (vid. Hreret. fah. III. c. 3.) actually made, or only one which he con
He correctly remarks that Noetus set forth conceived pos5ible. 
no new doctrine invented by himself, but 
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but the same, whether visible or invisible, begotten or unbegotten. 
Theodoretus refers this last expression to the birth of Christ; - but it 
may be doubted whether he has in this instance rightly taken the sense 
of the man; whether the latter had not in his mind the ytVV1/(1l~ TOV MYOV ; 
and by this he could have understood here nothing else than God's ac
tivity without himself. At all events, he must have so appropriated 
the Logos-doctrine of John as to understand by the Logos only a desig
nation for God proceeding forth from his hidden essence, - God re
vealing himself; - the same God, denominated, in different relations, 
(JV and MyO~. 

In the conflict with these two classes of the ~fonarchians, the church 
doctrine of the Trinity unfolded itself -;-- and in two different quarters, 
in the Western and in the Eastern church. In the latter, the doctrine 
of subordination became firmly established in connection with the hypos
tatical view of the Logos; since in the controversy with the l\.Ionar
chians, who denied the distinction of hypostases, that distinction became 
still more prominently set forth. On the other hand, we see how the 
'Vestern mind, starting from the doctrine of subordination received 
along with the distinction of hypostases, is ever striving to make promi
nent the unity of the divine essence in connection with this distinction. 
The designation of Christ as the Logos could have been known from 
the gospel of John, without any use being made of it, however, for a 
speculative exposition of the doctrine concerning Christ. This first 
took place, when a species of intellectual culture which had been 
formed in the schools of philosophy, particu1arly in the Platonic school, 
though after a superficial manner and more under the impulse of a reli
gious than of a philosophical interest, came into contact with Christian
ity. The first author still extant, in whom this character may be dis
cerned, is Justin Martyr.! He availed himself, in his speculations (as 
Philo, whose ideas seem to have been known to him and to have influ
enced him, had already done) of the ambiguity of the Greek term Lo
gos, which denotes both reason and word. Hence the comparison of 
the reason, which dwells in God, (the MYO~ tvOta.tJero~,) and the revela
tion of this reason, appearing creatively without - the self-subsistent 
'Vord, (MYO~ 7rpOCPOPlKO~, the word as it stands related to the thought,) by 
which the ideas of the divine reason are revealed and become actual
ized. Accordingly this word - so taught Justin - emanated from 
God before all creation, (being his self-manifestation,) as a personal
ity derived from God's essence, and ever intimately united with him 
by this community of essence, - a distinction which does not arise out 

1 Justin describes the doctrine of Christ's er, it is impossible to douht that he had 
divinity as one taught by Christ himself. read this gogpel, and compri~ed it among 
nri&fa&at Toi~ &t' avTOV &toax&dO'l. Dial. his apostolic commentaries; for, indeed, he 
Tr~·ph. f. 267. The doctrine concerning describes these eommcntarics RS having 
Christ n.s the Son of God in that higher been composed partly by the apostles them
sense, he thourrht he found in the u:rro/lV1/- selves, (Matthew and John.) and partly by 
/lOVwftaTa Ti:J: U1fO(1ToM..iv, hy which phrase their disciples, Luke and Mark. Toi~ (i1ra
he means the gospels, as being memorials IJ;v1JpovwpaGl, ci IPTJPL V1fO TW;o a1fOMOA.c.>V 
of Christ's life. Sec f. 327; and when all KrU TWv lKfivolf 1rapaKoMv1'J1/aavTCJV CWVTe
the scattered allusions to the gospel of TaX~at. Dial. Tryph. f. 331. 
John, in his writings, are compared togeth
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of any necessity of nature, but is brought about by an act of the divine 
will. The idea of this Logos, as the invisible teacher of the spiritual 
world, from whom all goodness and truth proceed, Justin employs for 
the purpose of setting forth Christianity"as the central point, where all 
the hitherto-scattered rays of the godlik.e in humanity converge,- the 
absolute religion, in which all that has been, till now, fragmentary and 
rent piece-meal, is brought together into a higher unity; and for the 
purpose of comparing the full and unalloyed revelation of the absolute, 
divine Logos in Christ, with the partial and fragmentary revelations
so fragmentary as to contradict each other - of truth in the human 
consciousness, growing from the implanted seed of the Logos, which is 
of one nature with that eternal, ~ivine reason.1 The same fundamental 
view we find in the other apologetic writers; 2 but we may notice, in 
the case of Athenagoras, how, in endeavoring to strip away everything 
that savors of Anthropopathism, and in contrasting the spiritually con
ceived idea of the Son of God with the pagan myths concerning sons of 
deitics,3 he is led to express himself on the unity of the divine essence, 
in a way which strikes a middle course between the ~ionarchian theory 
and the doctrine of the church in its later and more matured form. It 
is easy to see how the above-named Monarchians might avail them
selves of the authori~y of such passages, to maintain the higher an
tiquity of their own form of doctrine. 

Thus unfolded, this doctrine passed over into the Alexandrian school, 
whose philosophically cultivated minds strove from the first to remove 
away from it all relations of time and analogies of sense, as the analogy, 
for example, drawn from the expression of thoughts in words.4 Already 
Clement describes the Logos as the ground-principle, without beginning 
and timeless, of all existence.5 He transfers what was taught in the 
Neo-Platonic school concerning the relation of the second principle, the 
VoV~ living in self-contemplation, the hypostatised ideal world, to the ab
solute, the QV, - he transfers and applies this to the revelation of the Lo
gos to the Father, - although, at the position he occupied, and with his 
mode of contemplating the universe in the light of a Christian Theism, 
which acknowledged a living, personal, acting God, it was still impossi
ble for him to appropriate to his own purpose the sense in which all this 
was meant in the coherence of that philosophical system.6 The specula

1 'Vhich proceeds from the ffl¢vrov ll'aVTZ 
)'~VEL (WCfprJll'c.JV C1rripfLa roil M)'OV, the KaTa 
Myov f1£po~, compared with the MYLKOV TO. 
OMV,ll'UVTa TiL Toil MYOV o!: lan XpLanJ!:. 
Apolog. I. f. 48. 

2 In Athenagorns after the following 
form: The Logos, as God's indwellinO' rea.
son, projects the .ideas; - The Log~s, as 
Word, emanated mto self-subsistence, car
ries them into realization, M)'O~ tv iOia Kat 
lvtpyd?- ; - as rrpot'A\9wv lvtpyeic.z, it is' that 
by which the organized world was formed 
out of chaos. 

8 The ll'PWTOV ytvvT/,ua, OV7<~ cj~ ),tvofLtvov j 

4 In the MYO~ lvowf) eTO~ and 1T'(lc1oP'
KO~. 

6 'AXpovo~ KaZ uvapxo~ apX;', ull'apx;' Ti:rv 
OVTWV. Strom. 1. VIII. f. 700. 'R ri:Jv 
OA.c.JV UpX;' lrrtLKOvLaraL lIC TOU {JtoV TOU ao
PUTOV ll'pWT'1J Kat ll'pO alwvc.Jv. L. c. I V. f. 
565. Aoyo~ alrJvLO~. L. c. l. VII. f. 708. 

6 We see this by comparing Clement, 
Strom. I. IV. f. 537, with Plotinus. Ennead. 
III. c. 7, seqq. It is true, Clement may 
not have taken any thing from Plotinu9, 
who wrote some years later; but we mu~t 
presuppose doctrines of the Neo·PlatoDlC 
school still older thnn Plotinus. Clement 

for the Father had from all eternity his Lo savs: '0 {J-to~ aVall'oOtLKTo~ lrv, ollIC lanv 
gos in himself. lit(11'T/p.ovLKO~. This answers to the Neo

http:alwvc.Jv
http:WCfprJll'c.JV
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tive ideas of Neo-Platonism were, in his case, mixed up with Christian 
intuitions. As we observed on a previous page, that Clement intro
duced into certain philosophical propositions a religious matter which 
was foreign from them, so here too we see him striving to find the idea 
which grew out of his own Christian consciousness and thought - this 
idea of the unity of the divine life, and of negation and schism ·as the 
very essence of unbelief-striving to find this idea in the speculative 
maxims of the N eo-Platonic school concerning the lIovr.l But the Alex~ 
andrian system, which sprang out of the germ furnished by Clement, 
was first carried out and moulded into its perfect shape by Origen ; 
and the influence of his exposition of the doctrine continued long to be 
felt in the Eastern church. The leading ideas in it were as follows. 

There is an original source of all existence, to be called God in the 
absolute sense; 2 the fountain of divine life and blessedness to a world 
of spirits, who, as they are allied to him by nature, are also, by 
their communion with him, deified and raised superior to the limitations 
of a finite existence. In virtue of this divine life, which flows to them 
through their communion with the original divine essence, the more ex
alted spirits may be denominated, in a certain sense, divine beings, 
gods.3 But as the aVTO-&eOr is the original source of all existence and 
of all divine life, so the Logos is the necessary intermediate link through 
which all communication of life from him proceeds. This latter is the 
concentrated manifestation of God's glory, its universal, all-embracing 
reflection, by whom the partial eradiations of the divine glory are dil: 
fused abroad through the whole world of spirits.4 
. As there is but one original divine essence,5 so there is but one origi~ 

nal divine reason, the absolute reason,6 through which alone the eter~ 
nal Supreme Being reveals himself to ,all other existences. He is to 
them the source of all truth,-objective, self-subsistent truth itself. Ori~ 
gen considers it very important to hold fast the position, that each sev~ 
eral rank of reasonable beings, or each several intelligence, has not its 
own subjective Logos, but that one absolute objective Logos, as well as 
one absolute objective truth, exists for all; the one truth of the divine 

?latonic maxim concerning a suprarational, 
~ntellectual intuition, by which the voiir. ris
Ing above itself, soars to the w,-so Ploti
nus says of the ov: 'Y1fep{3e{3TJKOr ToVTO riJv 
Toii voii rpVC1LV, TivL cUiUKOLTO Em{3oAij ufJpa{l; 
What Plotinus says of the voii!: as the evip
yfLa 1fPWTTJ tv Ote~ad~ TWV 1l'ClVTCJV, as the 
tv rriiv, Clement transfers to the Logos. 

1 Because the ")..Oyo!: is the 71'avTa lv, - TO 
tl!: aVTOv Ka~ TO d,' a{mw mUTt:Vuat, p.ovadL
KOV EUrL ytvtu{}at arrtpLUTraGTCJ~ ivovp.evov 
tv aVT~, TO de urr;urijuaL, dLGTUuat EGTt Ka2 
dta~at Kat p.tptu{}Tjvat. 

2 The clrrw!: {leor. aVTO-&eo~. 
8 MeTox?i rij!: lKeivov {leaTT/Tor {le07l'OLOV

fl!VOt. Intimately connected with this dis
tinction, stands Origen's theory concerning 
the process of the development of Theism. 
They occUPY the highest position, who 
have soared to the aVTO-&tor himself; - the 

second. those who believe that thcy possess 
in Christ the Supreme God himself, (see 
above;) the third, those who are conducted 
first to some notion of God, by recognizing 
those higher divine essences, the divine in
telligences which animate the planets. Ori
gen argues, as Philo had already done from 
Deut. 4 : 19, a certain necessity of Polythe
ism, and in particular of Sabeism, in the 
process of the religious development of 
mankind, ordained by God: Tc;J ToVr p.TJ 
cJvvapEv011r Errt riJv lIOTJriJV uvadpap.eiv rpVUt'JI, 
dL' alu{}TJTwv {lewv KLvovp.ivavr rrep2 {leaTTJ
TOr, uyll7l'TJTW!: K~iv EV TOVTOl!: tGTau{}aL Ka2 
p.lJ 71'i7l'TeLv lrr2 tidCJAa Ka2 datp.oVLa. See in 
Joann. T. XII. § 3. 

4 In Joann. T. II. c. 2 j T. XXXII. c. 18. 

G The aVTO-&eor. 

6 The aVToA.oyor. 
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consciousness, which binds man with all the different ranks of . intelli
gences in the world of spirits. " Everyone certainly will admit," says 
he, " that truth is one. None surely will venture to affirm that the truth 
of God is one thing; that of the angels, another; and that of men, still 
another; since, in the very nature of the case, there can be but one 
truth in regard to each one thing. But if truth is one, it rightly fol
lows that the evolution of truth, which is wisdom, must be conceived as 
one, inasmuch as all false wisdom comes short of the truth, and cannot 
properly be called wisdom. But if there is one truth and one wisdom, 
then the Logos also is one, who reveals truth and wisdom to all such as 
are capable of receiving it." Although the Logos, however, is by his 
own nature the absolute one, yet he places himself in manifold forms 
and modes of activity, according to the different positions and the 
different wants of reasonable beings, to whom he becomes whatsoever is 
necessary for their well-being. While the Gnostics made different hy
postases out of these different modes of operation of one and the same 
Redeeming Spirit, Origen referred back these different hypostases to 
different ideas and relations, (l7rtVOlar;) but while he combated these 
all-hypostatising Gnostics, he opposed also the Monarchians, who re
duced the whole Triad simply to different relations of one and the same 
divine essence. He who denied the independent existence of the divine 
Logos, seemed to him to reduce every thing to the subjective, - to 
deny the existence of an absolute objective truth, - to make of this 
a bare abstract thing; for he could not otherwise conceive of the divine 
Logos, than as he had been accustomed to conceive of the voiir of the 
Neo-Platonic philosophy. "Not one of us," says Origen,1 "is pos
sessed of so mean an intellect as to suppose that the essence of truth 2 

did not exist before the earthly appearance of Christ." 
As Origen explained the several designations of the Logos to be sym

bolical, so he considered it to be also with the name Logos itself; and 
he spoke against those who, availing themselves of the comparison with 
the M5yor rrpoifJopuc6r, which seemed so inadequate to the Alexandrians, 
held fast to the name Logos alone, and thought they might refer to this, 
all passages of the Old Testament where a Myor was spoken of.3 The 
notion, which went along with this view, of an emanation of the Logos 
to self-subsistent existence before the creation of the world, was, like 
every other transfer of temporal relations t9 the Eternal, combated by 
Origen. He who fixed no beginning to the creation, but supposed it to 
be eternal, would far less fix any beginning here. He strove to banish 
all notions of time from the conception of the generation of the Logos. 
It was necessary here - as he thought - to conceive of a timelesS 
present, an eternal now; and this he supposed to be intimated by the 
expression" to-day" in the second Psalm.4 

In exclu~ing all. notions of time, it is also implied, in his opinion, that 
the generatIOn of the Logos should not be conceived as something which 

1 c. eels. 1. VIII. c. 12. 7rpo~pav rraTp"C1Jv olove2 €v avAJ.a{JaIr ICe'" 

~ 'H riJr c'i).1Jfltiar obata. piV1JV elVal TOV vlov ToV ~eoiJ. 

8 'Erre2 avvexW!," xpWVTaL Tt;;· l~l1ptV~aTo 1J -l In Joann. I. 32 j II. 1. 


lCapdi.a fUYIJ M5yov ayafl6v, ..p. 44, I, OlO/lWOL 
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happened once and was then over. With the conception of beginning, 
that also of an end must be carefully excluded - it should be conceived 
as a timeless, eternal act. Origen seeks to render this theogonic pro
cess clear by an analogy - by comparing it with the process accord
ing to which the divine life developes itself in believers - the just man 
not being born of God at once, by virtue of the divine life imparted to 
him, but being ever born anew of God; 80 that all the good he does, 
proceeds from this generation of the divine life in him.! 'With the glory 
of God exists also its radiation in the Son; from the light ever goes 
forth its radiation.2 We should not forget here, that Origen was led 
into this view by his philosophical education in the Platonic school; for 
he only needed to apply what was taught in this school concerning the 
relation of the lJv to the voV~, to the relation of the Father to the Logos. 
But here, owing to the difference between his own fundamental position 
and the Neo-Platonic, a question might occur to him. On the Neo
Platonic principle, all teleological considerations, all will and action of 
the absolute, were excluded; .nothing properly had any place here but a 
necessity of the conception. But it was otherwise with Origen's idea 
of God the Father: - hence the question arises, whether, in reference 
to the generation of the Logos, he conceived of a necessity grounded 
in the divine essence, or of an act proceeding freely from the divine 
will. Had he been possessed of the later-developed notion of the unity 
of essence in the Triad, it would have resulted from this as a matter 
of course, that he would be led to distinguish the eternal generation of 
the Son, as an immanent act grounded in the divine essence, from a 
fiat of the divine will as the mediating cause of the creation. :But the 
matter presented itself in a different aspect to Origen, viewed in the 
light of his principle of subordination, which, strictly taken, excluded 
such a mode of conception. And this result, to which Origen's princi
ple would lead, he is said actually to have expressed in his disputation 
with the Valentinian Candidus, in which he attacked the Gnostic doctrine 
of emanation. He affirmed, that we are not to conceive of a natural 
necessity in the case of the generation of the Son of God, but, precisely 
as in the case of the creation, we must conceive of an act flowing from the 
divine will; but he must have excluded here all ternporal succession of 
the different momenta.3 From this view of the subject, Origen was 

1 Concerning Christ: ·Ort ovx' J:y£VV1}Gev 
o7'(an,p TOV vlov Kal (J.7r£AVGev aVTOV' 0 rra
T"7JP U7'(O TTJ~ yev£Ge(,)~ aVTov, aAA' ad y£vv~ 
ai:T6v. Concerning the just mnn: Ov Y(IP 
u7ra~ lpi:J TOV Ol.KaWV yeyevvTJaaat, (D.A' aEt 
yt"llVUaaal Kaa' lKuaT1}V rrpii~tv u.yaai]v, l:v 
11 yevv<,- TOV Ol.KalOV 0 aE6~. In Jerem. Hom. 
IX. ~ 4. 

2 ·Oaov l:aTt TO <pi:J~ 7'(Ol1}TLKOV ToV urrav
yaap.aT~, lrrt ToaOVTOV yevVUTal TO urra£'
yaafLa TTJ~ d6~1}~ TOV aeoV. 

8 Jerome says: Habetur Dialogns apud 
Grrecos Origenis et Candidi, Valentiniani 
hreresis defcnsoris, in quo repugnnt, Dei 
Filium vel prolatum esse vel natum, (the lat
ter certainly he could only deny so far as it 
Was too sensuously conceived,) ne Deus Pa-

VOL. I. 50 

ter dividatur in partes, sed dicit sublimem 
et excellentissimam creaturam t'oluntate ex
stitisse Patris, sicut ct cretcras crcaturas 
Hieronvm. T. II. contra Rufin. ed. Vallarsi 
T. II. p. I. p. 512. Veneto 1767, or ed. :Mar
tianay, T. IV. f. 413. It must be confessed, 
the source from which we obtain this is not 
wholly to be relied on; for we know not 
with what degree of care the notcs of this 
disputntion were taken down. Many ex
pressions which are here ascribed to Origen, 
do not agree with his mode of thinking or 
style of language. The above definition, 
however, as must be evident, is well sup
ported by Origen's system; and it is easy to 
see, that he would have been led to state 
this in so express terms, only when driven 
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also led to object emphatically to the notion of a generation of the Son of 
·God from the essence of the Father, (yevv1}atr lK T1j~ ovaLa~,) inasmuch as 
such a theory seemed to him to lead to the supposition of a natural ne
cessity to which the divine essence was subjected - to the supposi
tion of a sensuously conceived emanation - a severing of the divine 
essence.! 

In conformity with this development of ideas, Origen held it to be 
quite necessary to insist on the· absolute exaltation and superiority of 
God the Father, so far as his essence is concerned, above every other 
existence; just as he was accustomed, when a Platonist, to consider the 
highest ov as immeasurably superior to all other things, and exalted, in 
its essence, even above the VoV~ itself. It appeared to him, therefore, 
something like a profanation of the first and supreme essence, to sup
pose an equality of essence or a unity between him and any other be
ing whatever, not excepting even the Son of God. As the Son of God 
and the Holy Spirit are incomparably exalted above all other existences, 
even in the highest ranks of the spiritual world, so high and yet higher 
is the Father exalted even above them.2 To this distinction between 
the essence of the Son of God and that of the Father,3 Origen WW3 in
duced to give still more prominence in opposing the Monarchians. As 
these latter, with the distinction of essence, denied also the personal 
distinction, so' it was with Origen a matter of practical moment, on ac
count of the systematic connection of ideas in his philosophical system 
of Christianity, to maintain in opposition to these the personal indepen
dence of the Logos. Sometimes, in this controversy, he distinguishes 
between unity of essence, and personal unity, or unity of subject, in 
which case he was only interested to controvert the latter.4 And this 
certainly was the point of greatest practical moment to him; and he 
must have been well aware, that many of the fathers, who contended 
for a personal distinction, held firmly at the same time to a unity of 
essence. But the internal connection of his own system required that 
both should stand or fall together: wherever he spoke, therefore, from 
the position of that system, he affirmed at one and the same time the 
tTepOTTJ~ Tij~ ovaia~ and the tupoTTJ~ riJr iJ1roaTaaec.J~ or TOU iJ1rOKupivav.5 

From this doctrine he drew the practical inference, that we are bound 
to pray to the Father alone, and not to the Son; whence it is apparent, 
what a strong practical interest the Patripassians, they whom Origen 
accused of knowing only the Son, without being able to elevate them
selves to the Father, must have had to controvert such a system. But 
still Christ was, even to Origen, the way, the truth, and the life - as 

to it in opposing the doctrines of a sensu 7rpOTepOV elx£, dOyf'am av~pcJ7rc.Jv, flT/d' ova(' 
ous emanation-theory, or of natural neces- ,?vatv aopaTov Kat aacJf.LaTOV 7reljJavmapivc.JV. 
sitt 2 In Joann. T. XIII. § 25. 

Against those who erroneouslyexplain 8 The doctrine of a lrepoTTJr T1j~ oVaiar, 
ed the passage, John 8: 44, as referring to in the dispute against the 0f.LooV(fwv.
the generation of the Logos, he says, in , In Joann. T. X. against those who said, 
Joann. T. XX. § 16: 'AAML oe TO· l~TJA;&OV "Ev, ov f.Lovov ovaiq., ciMU Kal V7rOKelp£vlt' 
(bro ,thou, oLT/y1]aavTo UVTL Toii yeyivvT/fLat TVyxuvuv afll/>oTepav~.
(bro Toii ~eojj, ok aKoAov8ei: lie Tijr; ouaiar; 6 In Joann. T. II. ~ 2. De orat. c. 15: 
I/>ul1Icetv Toii 7raTpO~ yeyevv~a{ia, TOV vIav, KaT' ouaiav Ka2 Ka~' v1roKeifI£VOv laTlv " 
olove'£ p£tavl'.£vov Ka2 k1.1rDVTOr·~ oVC1i{Z, V vlar; lupor ToV 7raTp6~. 

http:7reljJavmapivc.JV
http:av~pcJ7rc.Jv
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he expressed it with full conviction, even on the grounds of his own 
philosophical system of Christian ideas. He knew of no other way to 
the Father; no other source of truth ; no other spring of divine life 
for all creatures, but him: he was the mirror, through which Paul and 
Peter, and all who were like them, saw God.1 He says, the Gnostics 
may be allowed in a certain sense to be right, when they affirm that the 
Father was first revealed by Christ. Until then, men could have no 
other knowledge of God, than as the Creator and Lord of the world, 
since it was first through the Son they came to the knowledge of him 
as their Father; and it was by the spirit of adoption which they re
ceived from -him, they were first enabled to address God as their 
Father.2 He recognized him as the :Mediator from whom alone Chris
tians derive their communion with God; to whom they should con
stantly refer their Christian consciousness,. and in whose name and 
through whom they should always pray to God the Father. He says, 
"Why may it not be expressed in the sense of him who said, Where
fore callest thou me good '! There is none good but one, that is God. 
Why prayest thou to me? Thou shouldst pray to the Father alone, to 
whom I also pray. As you learn from the holy scriptures, you are 
not to pray to the High Priest ordained for you by the Father, to him 
who has received'it from the Father to be your Advocate and Interces
sor; but you must pray through the High Priest and the Intercessor, 
through him who can be touched with your infirmities, having been 
tempted in all points like as ye are, yet, by the gift of God, without 
sin. Learn, then, what a gift you have received from my Father, when, 
by your new birth in me, ye have received the spirit of adoption, that 
ye might be called sons of God, and my own brethren." 3 

We have already remarked, that Origen unfolded and matured his 
doctrine of the Logos in the controversy with the two classes of the 
Monarchians; and the systematic foundation which he laid for this doc
trine could not fail once more to call forth a reaction from the Monar
chian party; for his views, as must appear evident from the exhibition 
of his system, were hardly suited to remove the scruples they enter
tained aITainst the hypostatical Logos-doctrine, in a way which would 
be satisf;ctory to them at their own position. But !\Ionarchianism, in 
order to support itself, now made its appearance under a new shape. 
Amid the strifes of the two classes, there arose a conciliatory Monar
chian tendency.4 It proceeded from those who agreed with the Mo
narchians in contending against the doctrine of a hypostatical, subor

1 In Joann. T. xm. § 25. as its forerunner, must take the place which 
2 In Joann. T. XIX. § 1. vol. VI. f.286, belongs to bim, between the two above

ed. de la. Rue j T. II. p. 146, ed. Lom named classes of the Monarchians and 
matzsch. Sahellius. I add, that neither the strictures 

3 De orat. c. 15. of Dr. Ullman, in his Hallischen Weihnachts
i In opposition to Dr. Baur, who denies programm, v. J. 1835, in the Studien und 

the existence of any such third class of Kritiken, J. 1836, 4tes Stuck, S. 1073, nor 
Monarchians I must once more affirm, that those of Dr. Baur, in his History of the 
the phenome~a presented in this portion of Doctrine of the Trinitv, are of such force 
history could not possibly be understood as to induce me to abandon the views which 
,!ithout the supposition of such a concilia. I held before. 
ting tendenc.v ; and that Bcryllus of BosLra. 
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dinate Logos; but whose interest for (Jhristianity forbade them to be 
satisfied with the way in which the first class of the Monarchians con
templated Christ in his relation to other enlightened teachers; -who 
felt constrained to believe that he possessed a special divine nature; 
but who at the same time, as their reason could not be satisfied to re
move back the' difficulties by appealing to the incomprehensibleness of 
the subject, must have felt themselves repelled by the Patripassian 
hypothesis of an incarnation of God the Father himself. Accordingly 
there started up a new theory concerning the person of Christ, which 
aimed to strike a middle course between those who ascribed to him too 
much, and those who conceded to him too little. It was not the whole 
infinite essence of God the Father which dwelt in him, but a certain 
efflux from the divine essence; and a certain influx of the same into 
human nature was what constituted the personality of Christ. It was 
not before his tempora1 appearance, but only subsequentlj thereto, that 
he subsisted as a distinct person beside the Father. This personality 
originated in the hypostatizing of a divine power. It was not proper to 
suppose here, as the first class of Monarchians taught, a distinct hu~ 
man person like one of the prophets, placed from the beginning under 
a special divine influence; but this personality was itself something 
specifically divine, produced by a new creative communication of God 
to human nature, by such a letting down of the divine essence into the 
precincts of that nature. Hence in Christ the divine and the human 
are united together; hence he is the Son of God in a sense in which 
no other being is. As notions derived from the theory of emanation 
were in this period still widely diffused; as, even in the church mode of 
apprehending the incarnation of the Logos, the doctrine of a reasonable, 
human soul in Christ was still but imperfectly unfolded (it being by 
Origen's means, as we shall see afterwards, that this doctrine was first 
introduced into the general theological consciousness of the Eastern 
church); - so, under these circumstances, a theory which thus substi
tuted the divine, which the Father communicated from his own essence, 
in place of the human soul in Christ, could gain the easier admittance. 
If we transport ourselves back into the midst of the process whereby 
the doctrines of Christianity were becoming unfolded in consciousness, 
into the conflict of opposite opinions in this period, we shall find it very 
easy to understand how a modified theory of this sort came to be 
formed. . 

It belongs also to the peculiarity of this new modification of :Monar
chianism, that it spoke of an ideal being of Christ, a being in the 
divine idea, or predestination, before his temporal appearance. Cer
tainly they who expressed themselves thu8 did not wish ~ deny, that 
this could be said concerning the relation of God's eternal plan to 
everything that appears in the succession of time. But, when they 
gave prominence to this point in reference to Christ's appearance in 
particular, they must have connected with the assertion some peculiar 
meaning; they meant without doubt to mark thereby the important 
bearing which the appearance of Christ had on the execution of the 
divine plan of the universe, as being the end and central point of all; 
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to mark the necessity of such an appearance, in order to the realiza. 
tion of the divine ideas. And by virtue of their peculiar mode of ap
prehending the essence and the origin of Christ's personality, they might 
certainly ascribe to it this significancy. To this, then, they would also 
refer those passages of the New Testament which speak of Christ's 
being with the Father before his temporal appearance. 

The first who took a conciliatory position of this sort was Beryllus, 
bishop of Bostra, in Arabia, a man well known in his times as one of 
the more learned teachers of the church.! The peculiar modification 

1 See Euseb. 1. VI. c. 20. His doctrine 
is described by Eusebius in the somewhat 
obscure passage in 1. VI. c. 33: Tilv KV
ptov f1.TJ 1rpoV</lecrTavaL KaT' Z"diav ovcriac 1rept
'Ypa</lTJV rrpo riJr elr cw&pi1rrovr f:1r£c}1Jf-liar. 
In the interpretation of these words, I 
must agree, on one point, with Banr, and 
differ from Schleiermacher, in his well
known dissertation on the Monarchians, 
and from Ullmann, and maintain that rrept
'Ypa¢~ certainly does not denote a circum
scription of the divine essence; but, as I 
have already explained the same thing 
above, and, as I believe, proved in the first 
edition of this work, it can mean, in the 
scientific language of Origen, nothing else 
than a personal, individual existence, as 
contradistinguished from °a harely ideal ex
istence, or a mere distinction of the under
standing. Compare e. g. in Joann. T. I.0 

§ 42, where the elvaL KaT' ldiav 1rt:ptypacp~v 
is opposed to the elVat barelv KaT' f:rrivoLav 
hepov, the civvrrocrTaTov. The words mean, 
then, that Christ, before his appcar:mce in 
humanity, had no self-subsistent, personal 
existence. He CQuld thus be, before this, 
different from the Father only KaT' Errivotav, 
or have only an ideal being. This marks 
the opposition to the hypostatical Logos
doctrine, but also to the doctrine of the 
Patripassians;o for, according to the latter, 
there was not acknowledged to be in Christ, 
even when he appeared on the earth, any 
of'aia KaT' ldiav rreptypaq,TJV hepa, in rela
tion to the essence of the Father. But we 
mUst now bring in also the second part of 
the description: f-l1Jd'i: Il~V ~ef)T1JTa [Oiav 
lXetv, aM' Ef-l1rOALTE:VOplvTJV aim;) f-lOVT/V 1iv 
'1taTpt~V. The explanation of this passage 
by Banr, who profcsscs to adhere to the 
etymological and oriO'inal meaning of the 
Word rrOAtTeV(cr&aL, I ~annot but regard as 
somewhat arbitrary and artificial. The 
Word denotes, according to the use of lan
guage in that period, and according to the 
~ntext, certainly nothing el!'e than the no
tion of indwelling. Now such an expression 
Would a.<;scrt too much, if it was meant to 
denote barely a certain inworking of God 
npon a mnn standing under his special in
fluence. These words would rather char
acterize the view of the Patripassians; but 
which we cannot suppose to he expressed 
here, on account of the preceding proposi

50· 

tion. We must, then, seek for a hypothe
sis holding the middle place between the 
two views above mentioned, as that docs 
whieh is presented in the text. Why should 
Eusebius waste so many words, if he meant 
simply to attribute to Beryllus a theory 
akin to that of the Artemonites ~ He would 
doubtless have expressed himself in this 
ca~e, as he did in speaking of the doctrine 
of Paul of Samosata, with much more heat 
and acrimony. I must therefore decidedly 
ohject to the view of Baur; according to 
which, moreover, it would be impossible to 
point out any difference between the doc
trine of Bervllus and that of the Artemo
nites. We must next compare what Origen 
says concerning the Monarchians, in his 
Commentary on the :Epistle of Titus, whi('h 
had a striking respmhlance to the ahove
quoted language of EUl'ebius; but which, 
unhappily, has come down to us only in the 
I_atin version of Hnfinus: Qui hominem 
dicunt Dominum Jesnm prrecognitum et 
prredestinatum, qui ante adventum cama
lem substantialiter ct proprie non exstiterit, 
sed quod homo natns Patris solam in se 
habuerit Deitatem. Tnte, one might sup
'pose, since the others whom he describes in 
the second member of the sentence are the 
Patripassians. (see the passages cited ahove, 
p. 578, note 6,) it would he necessary to 
infer that we are to conceive here of the 
same class of Monarchians as in the passa
ges quoted above, (p. 576-7, note 4, begin
ning at line 12;) but. on the other hand, it is 
to be considered that Origen's expression 
denotes higher views of the divine clement 
in Christ, than we can attribute to the first 
class of Monarchians, - that Origen would 
doubtless have expressed himself more 
strongly against these, and that he had al
ready spoken hefore of those who held 
Christ to he a mere man, and therefore would 
not have repeated it. We find in these 
words, then, a confirmation of our views. 
And. if it mav be presumed of it:<elf. that 
Beryll supposed no human soul in C~r~st, 
distinct from the indwelling of the dmne 
nature in him, I see not why we may not 
be warranted to place in connection with 
this the report of Socrates, (III. c. 7,) that 
the svnocl convened against Beryll settled 
the doctrine concerning n. human soul in 
Christ. A doctrine so determined always 
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of the :Monarchian doctrine which he presented having excitedcontro
versy, in the year 244 a synod convened for the purpose of settling 
the matter in dispute. The great Origen, then residing at Cresarea 
Stratonis, in Palestine, was drawn into this controversy, being the most 
important advocate of the opposite doctrine of the Logos. He entered 
largely into the dispute with Beryll; and probably by his intellectual 
superiority, argumentative skill, and moderation, succeeded in convin
cing the latter of his error. True, we here follow the account of Euse
bius, one of Origen's enthusiastic friends ; and, as we no longer have 
access to the sources of information from which Eusebius drew his ac
count, we are without the means of forming an unbiassed and indepen
dent judgment of our own. Yet we shoul4 give its due weight to the 
fact, that at this period, when as yet there was no religion nor church 
oj the state, there existed no earthly power which could jorce Beryllus 
to recant; - though the authority of an episcopal collegium had great 
- indeed too great - power over the churches. But had it been the 
purpose of the bishops to crush their colleague under the weight of 
their numbers, they needed not to call to their aid the banished and heret
ical presbyter, whose only power was in his knowledge. Nor was Ori
gen a man who would be disposed to overwhelm another by t~e weight 
of his name or the superiority of his intellect. 

It is the men of the Alexandrian school alone, who furnish us the 
rare example of such theological conferences, which, instead of result-
ing in still greater divisions, created a union of feelings. Such was 
the influence of men who were not slaves to the mere letter, and who 
knew how to unite with zeal for truth, the spirit of love and moderation. 

According to Jerome's account,l Beryllus addressed a letter of 
thanks to Origen for the instruction he had received from him. ,Ve 
have no reasons for doubting this; yet the account of Jerome is not so 
much to be relied on as that of Eusebius. 

If the midway tendency of Beryllus was thus obliged to yield under 
the preponderance of the other system, yet we soon notice the appear
ance of a similar attempt, conceived and carried out in a still more sys
tematic form. Sabellius of Ptolemais in Pentapolis, Africa, who pro
ceeded still farther in the path struck out by Beryllus, appears to have 
been the most original and profound thinker among the l\Ionarchians. 
Unhappily ,ve have only a few fragmentary remains of his system, from 
which we must seek to reconstruct the whole, and among which not a. 
little still remains doubtful or obscure. Since the tim~ of Schleiermach
er's profound dissertation on this subject, the opinion has obtained some 
considerable currency, that Sabellius shows, particularly in one respect, 
an important advance in the furlher development of the l\1:onarchian 
theory. 'Vhile~ for instance, the earlier l\:Ionarchian tendencies agreed 

leads us to infer its opposite Ill! the means both were united also in his polemical ef

by which it was distinctly brought out. And forts. Thus we mllst reckon Ber)'ll with 

since, in the c.'\se of Origen, his Logos.doc those who held Christ to be a cv 7raV1' 

trine was so closelv connected with his doc UC1{W&£TOV. Orig. in Mat~h. T. XVI. ~ 8. 

trine concerning the human soul of Christ. it 1 De vir. illustr. c. 60. 

becomes so much the more probable, that 
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with the· system of the Logos-doctrine so far as this, that they consid-. 
ered the name of God the Father to be a designation of the primal 
divine essence, and all besides this to be something derived; Sabellius, 
on the other hand, referred all the three names of the Triad to relations 
wholly coordinate. The names Father, Logos,! and Holy Ghost, would, 
according to him, be, after the· same manner, designations of three dif
ferent phases, under which the one divine essence reveals itself. All 
the three would belong together, to designate, in a manner exhausting 
the whole truth, the relation of God to the world. There would thus 
be the general antithesis between the Absolute, the essence of God in him
self, the flovae, which must be regarded as the pure designation of the 
Absolute, of the ov; and the Triad, by which would be denoted the 
different relations of the self-evolving floVUc to the creation. We have, 
it is true, several sayings of Sabellius, according to which one might 
Suppose, that he would have distinguished God the Father, as well as 
the Logos and the Holy Ghost, from the flovae in itself; as for instance, 
when he taught that the :Monad unfolded became the Triad.2 But, in 
other places, he clearly identified the Father with the fLOVae, and con
sidered him as the fundamental subject, which, when hidden within him
self, was the pure Monas, (the ov,) and, when revealing himself, unfolded 
his essence to a Triad, as he expressly says: "The Father remains the 
same, but evolves himself in the Son and Spirit." 3 It is this only that 
distinguishes Sabellius from the other :Monarchians ; - he received the 
Whole rrriad, and, along with the rest, the do.ctrine on the Holy Spirit, 
into his Monarchian theory. 

How the one divine essence comes to be called by different names, 
according to the different relations or modes of activity into which it 
enters, he sought to illustrate by various comparisons. What the Apos
tle Paul says about the relation of the multifarious modes of activity 
and gifts to one Spirit, who, persisting in his oneness, exhibits himself 
notwithstanding in these manifold forms, - this Sabellius transferred to 
the self-evolution of the Monad into the Triad.4 That which is, in it

lOr, according to Baur's vicw, " Son." gnage, but imputed to him a mode of ex
2 'M fLovae ?rMTV~eiaa yiyove 7piar. pression to which he was a stranger. Even 

Athanas. orat. IV. c. Arian. § 13. We may when Sabeltius designates the :Father as 
especially advert to the fact, that the ques one of the ?rpOc1C.nra, it still by no m~ans 
tion occurred even to Athanasius, whither follows, as has been asserted, that he could 
Sabellius did not distinguish the fLovUc from not employ this name also to designate the 
the Father. 'EKTO~ el fLT, ~ kyofdVT/ ?rap' floVUc. The same name .which designates 
abr0 fLovae clAM Ti lcm ?rapaTOV it"aTfpa. the wv in itself, serves also to distinguish it 
·OaTE elVaL flovG.On, elra Kat ?raTipa Kat vlav from the different phases of its self-manifes
Kal TrVeVfLa. But as Athanasius, in this tation and !'clf-communication. In its re
place, is only aiming to show Sabellius, that, lation to the other l?rlvoiate under which 
~nceive of the matter as he might, he must God is conceived, the one whir.h designates 
still find that he fell into absurdities, we originally God's essence in itself is also the 
?ught not to lay too much stress on this name of a particular c?rivota, different from 
Implltation of consequences, as helping to the others. When God speaks as the wv, 
determine the doctrine really taught by the this too is a ?rpoa(')1l"ov, in which he presents 
Jnan. himself. 

a '0 ?rar7Jp 0 aVTae fLlv eaTt, 1l"AaTiovETCU i -fla:up cYtalp€cm~ xaptafLuTCJV fla~, TO de 
de elr vlov Kat TrVeVfLa. Athanas. orllt. IV. aha 'ltVei'fLa. OVT(,) Kat 0 ?rar7Jp 0 aUToe lan, 
~ 25. I do not see with what propriety it ?rAarVvETat de tlr vli}v Ka~ 1rVtVpa. Athanas. 
can be asserted, that Athanasius has not al orat. IV. 425. 
lowed Sabellius here to use his own lan

http:flovG.On
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self, and continues to be, one, presents itself, in its manifestation, as 
threefold. He is said to have made use also of the following compari
son, drawn from the sun. "As in the sun we may distinguish its pro
per substance,! its round shape, and its power of communicating warmth 
and light, so may we distinguish in God his proper self-subsistent es
sence, the illuminating power of the Logos, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, in diffusing the warmth and glow of life through the hearts of 
believers." 2 He did not scruple to make use of the church phrase, 
"three persons," (tres personoo, Tpia rrpauCJrra;) but he took it in an
other sense, as denoting different parts, or personifications, which the one 
divine essence assumed according to varying circumstances and occa
sions. According as it behooved that God should be represented act
ing in this or that particular way, so would the same one subject be 
introduced in the sacred scriptures, under different personifications,3 as 
Father, Son, or Spirit.4 

According to this theory, the self-development of the divine Essence, 
proceeding forth from the unity of its solitary, absolute being, is the 
ground and pre·supposition of the whole creation. The self-expression 
of the Supreme Being - the QV becoming Logos I) - is the ground of 

1 The OV, the p.ov~. 
2 Epiphan. hreres. 62. I leave it unde· 

termined, whether Sabellius made use also 
of the comparison drawn from the irielta
tomy of man's nature, body, soul, and spirit, 
actually in this form. It seems to me not 
like his usual subtle manner. 

8 It is plain from Sabcllius' language, that 
he attached no other sense than this to the 
term rrpoaCJrrov. The word, however, has 
sometimes been taken in its signification of 
"countenance," and in this sense applied 
to explain the ideas of Sabellius j but I must 
object to this as wholly arbitrary and un· 
warranted. 

~ "Eva p£v elval Tij' vrrouTaUet TOV {1cov, 
rrpoaCJ1roLct(1i1nL oe vrro Tilr; ypa¢qr; &aipopCJr;, 
ICaTd TO ic5iCJ/la Tilr; vrrOKet/leV'lr; lKUUTOTC 
xpeiar;, Kat VVV ~v Tar; rraTplKar; laVTCfJ 7rCpl· 
nt'UvaL ~CJvii.r;t OTaV Toim)1} Kalpar; ~ TOU rrpo· 
ailrrov, VVV o~ Tar; vlCfJ rrpmovuar;, vvv de TO 
TOV .rrvclJ/larOr; vrroJvC(1{fal rrpouCJ7rctOv. Basil. 
ep. 214, § 3. Tqv airrqv vrroaraulv rrpar; T7)V 
I.KuaroTE rrapEflrri.rrTovaav xpciav /lEraaXT/· 
/lari(cu&aL. Ep. 235, § 6. Tov aVTav &cov 
tva rCfJ vrroKElflevC:J OVTa, rrpar; Tar; iKuaroTe 
rraparrl7rTOVUar; xpeiar; /lcTa/lOP¢ov/lcvov, VVV 
fltV wr; rraTepa, viiv at wr; vlov vvv w~ TO 
uywv rrvcv/la oLflAiYEu&al. Ep 210. 

6 ,Ve may here notice the theory of Dr. 
Baur, who holds that Sabellius did not con
sider the Logos to coustitute one of the 
rrpooCJ7ra of the Triad, but conceived this 
notion as holding an altogether different 
relation to the Godhead. The Logos, ac· 
cording to Baur, would only denote what 
stood opposed to the pure being of deity in 
itself, - the principle which supported and 
maintained this being in the form of an 
actual, concrete existence. It was first and 

only in this divine being, become an actual, 
concrete existence, that }'athcr, Son, and 
Holy Ghost would constitute three cOOrdi· 
nate designations, exhausting the whole 
sphere of this being, and corresponding to 
the three momenta, or periods of the uni· 
verse, in its historical development. Hence, 
again, they would not subsist simultaneous· 
ly, but follow one after the other i so that, 
when the rrpoaCJrrov of the Son made its 
appearance in Christ, the rrpoaCJrrov of the 
Father which belonged to the Old Testa
ment period would disappear j and, in like 
mannel', the Holy Spirit would take the 
place of the Son, when the latter disap
peared. But I cannot possibly look upon 
this ingenious combination as one which 
correctlv represents the theory. It were 
quite contrary to the whole analogy of tho 
opinions and modes of thinking in this 
period to suppose, that the notion of the 
Logos was conceived as independent of that 
of tile Father, and even prior to it. And 
in the language of Sabellius himself, all 
those expressions relating to a ycvv~v, a 
rrpo,f3uUclv of the Logos, refer back, wi.th
out any doubt, to the presupposed notion 
of the Father. Baur appeals, it is true, ~o 
the words of Sabellius alreadv cited, (10 
note 4,) where a cStaAiyca&aL is attributed as 
well to the Father, as such, as to the other 
rrpauCJrra,- is represented as common to a}l 
the three rrpoaCJrra. But manifestly thIS 
dtaAiye(1{1aL has no reference to the prop~r 
Logos-notion. The author is treating 10 
that passage simply of the different parts 
or personifications under which the same 
divine subject is introduced in the sacred 
scriptures, speaking sometimes as the Fa~· 
er, sometimes as the Son, (which here m
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aU existence. Hence, says Sabellius, " God silent, is inactiYe, - but 
speaking, is active.l In a particular manner, he recognized the sym
bol of the divine Logos in the human soul. So Philo maintained, that 
to the QV, no creaturely existence can have any likeness; but, that the 
soul was created after the image of the Logos. The condition, then, 
of the soul's existence was, that God broke silence - the QV became 
Logos, or that he caused the Logos to proceed from him, - begat the 
Logos from himself. Hence Sabellius could say, in reference to mankind: 
" To the end that we might be created, the Logos came forth from God, 
(or was begotten;) and because he came forth from God, we exist." 2 

But when these souls, by sinning, swerved from their true destina
tion, which is, to represent the image of the divine Logos, it became 
necessary for that archetypal Logos himself to descend into human 
nature, in order that he might perfectly realize the image of God in 
humanity, and redeem the souls which are akin to him. In his views 
relative to the person of Christ, Sabellius coincides with Beryllus. The 
same remarks which we made with respect to the doctrine of the lat
ter, will apply also to that of the former. The Logos is first hyposta
tized in Christ, but then only in a transient form of its manifestation. 
The divine power of the Logos appropriated to itself a human body, 
and by this appropriation begat the person of Christ. 'Ve may com
pare this theory of Sabellius with the doctrine taught by a class of 
Jewish theologians, who held that God caused to proceed from himself, 
and then withdrew again, his power of manifestation, the Logos; as 
the sun does his rays: - that the Angelophanies and Theophanies of 
the Old Testament are nothing else than different transitory forms of 
manifestation of this one power of God.3 In like manner, Sabellius 
conceived the Theophany in the appearance of Christ. He made use 
of the same image: God caused the power of the Logos to go forth 
from him, as a ray from the sun, and then withdrew it again into 
himself.4 

Where Sabellius expressed himself strictly 5 according to his system, 

~eed is not, in the sense of SabelIius, iden
t!fied with the Logos absolutely,) and some
bmes as the Holy Spirit. The Logos, 
therefore, may well be regarded as one of 
these three 1rpoaCJ1ra. Again, according to 
the scheme of SahelIius, the transition from 
the Monad to the Triad beO"ins with the 
1rMzn,lifa~aL of the av. But th~ 1r~.,aThfcll'1at 
i~ necessarily connected with the genera
!lOn of the Logos. Here, then, a separation 
In~o the several 1rpoaCJ1ra must be already 
sUpposed. And if the notion of the Logos 
'\Vas intended to designate the universal 
sphere to which all the three 1rpo(1CJ7ra be
lo~~, there would be an incongruity in con
~lvmg the Logos anel the Son as correla
tive notions, and in ascribing the incarnation 
to the Logos in particular. 
I.o~ Tov ~EOV aLCJ7ri:JvTa litv uVfvepYllTOV, l.a

VVTa de laxvfLv. Athanas. orat. IV. ~ 11. 
2 "Ilia 'iJf1.tiFKTfm9i:JP.fV, 1rPO~t.{}fV 0 Aoyor, 

lCa2 1rpoeAl'JovTOr aVTov tap.fV. Athanas. 
Orat. IV. § 25, - or: At' ~p.iLt: yeyeVV'lTat, 

1rpOf(3A~{)ll. L. c. ~ II. The words would 
give another sense, if we preferred to un
derstanll them as referring to the KaLVTJ KTL
atr, and to the incarnation of the Logos.· 
But taking them as they read, and as they 
are cited hy Athanasius. the meaning llboye 
R'lcrihcd to them must stilI be regarded as 
the most natural. 

3 Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 35S. As the 
light is~ues from and returns back to the 
sun. ovrwr 0 7raTTJP, OlaV {30VA1]TaL, dvvafLLv 
aVTov 1rP01r1]tl~v 1rOLti, Kat OTaV {30Vl.llTaL, 1ru.. 
AtV uvaaTD).£L eif [aVTOV. 

• 'Or 1mo ~');ov 7rffL¢l'Jclaav uKTiva, Kat 
7rUAtV fir TOV ~I.tOV avaVptip.ovcrav. Epiphan. 
hreres.62. 

5 It was somewhat different, when, (per
haps by way of accommodation to tho 
church terminology,) speaking of a gene~a
tion of the Logos, he may haye sty!ed him 
the Son in a certain figuratiye and unprop
er sense. 

http:hreres.62
http:KTfm9i:JP.fV
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he applied the name Son of God to the personality derived from the 
hypostatizing of the Logos. The Logos is, in itself, only Logos; --
with its humanization it first becomes the Son of God.1 But while this 
was the original doctrine of Sabellius, that the name Son of God was 
not to be applied to the Logos in itself, but only to Christ, yet the ad
herents to this system, as appears from the quotations of Athanasius, 
had different ways of explaining themselves on this point. Either it 
was said, that not the Logos, but the man into whom the Logos en· 
tered, was the Son of God; 2 or both taken together, that which re
sulted from the union of the human nature with the Logos, was the Son 
of God; 3 or the Logos itself, so far as it was hypostatized in the man· 
ner described, was styled the Son of God. All these three modes of 
expression might doubtless flow out of one system. By reason of this. 
connection of ideas, it might now be said again, - the Logos is called 
the Son of God, not in respect to essence, but only in reference to a 
certain relation.4 

It may be gathered from the whole coherence of this system, that in 
it the personality of Christ could not be regarded as anything possessed 
of an eternal subsistence, but only as a transitory appearance. The 
ultimate end of all is defined by Sabellius to be this: that the Logos, 
after having conducted the souls created in his image to their perfec
tion, would return back into his original being, into oneness with the 
Father,5 - the Tp;a~ would again resolve itself into the ftovar.6 Whence 
it necessarily follows, that, when everything has reached this ultimate 
end, God once more withdraws into himself the power of the Logos, 
which had been hypostatized into a self-subsistent, personal existence; 
and, consequently, this personal existence itself is annihilated. 

The question, however, might arise, whether it was not the opinion 
of Sabellius, that after Christ had accomplished his work on the earth, 
God did then, with his ascension to heaven, re-absorb this ray which 
had flowed from himself, and by which the personality of Christ was 
constituted. The manner in which Epiphanius represents the doctrine 
might seem to favor this view; namely, that, after the Son had accom
plished all that was necessary for the salvation of mankind, he was 
conveyed up once more to heaven, like a ray of light flowing from the 
the sun, and returning back to it again.7 A comparison of this with 
the above-mentioned doctrine of the Jewish sect respecting the Thea
phanies, where a similar image is employed, would seem to confirm 
this view. And we might suppose a connection of ideas, somewhat 

1 'Ev apx~ ,.uv Elvat MYOV airM:i~ OTE de , KaT' e1rlvotav vlov UYEal'Jat TOV MSrov• 
l:vT/vJJpW1rT/aE, TOTe wV0ftum'fat vlov' 1rpO yap Athanas. orate IV. § 8. 
rij~ e1rltpavEia~ ftTJ elvat vlov, UMa AOYOV fto~ dt' ftftu~ y;yevV1J;at, Ka~ ftel'J' hftii~ civa

VW Kat Wa7'(Ep 0 AO)'O~ aap; eytJiETO, OVK wv TPCXEt, tva ?I, Wa1rEp T/V. L. c. § 12. 

1rPOT£POV a~p;, oVT~~ /) MyO~ vlo~ ytyovE, 6 L. C. § 25. 

OVK WV 1rpOTepOV vtO~. Athana.s. orate IV. 7 II£ft!pt9tVTa TOV viov Katpi;> 1rOTe, (Ja1rEf'

§ 22. ""Tiva, Kat lpyaauftEVOV Ta 1rUVTa I:v TCfJ ICo


2 Tov uV'8pc.n'(ov, OV ltp0pT/aEV /) MyO~ auaft1t1 Ta Tij~ oIKov0ftla~ Tij~ eVary£AtK~~ ICal 
TOV elvat TOV vlov TOV ..'Jeov - TOV ftOVOYEVij aWT1JPla~ TWl1 aV'I'Jpw1'((,)v, UvaAT/!p..'Jtvru de 
lCat ft1J MYOV, v16v. L. c. § 20. aMh~ el~ ovpavov, iJ~ V1rO ;'Aiov 1r£ft!p..'Jeicra..v' 

8 };,VVT/ftftEva ap90Tepa vlo~. L. C. § 21. , «iKTil1a, Kal 1rUAtV el~ TOV nAwV avadpaftOV
aav. 
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like the following: that, after God had withdrawn again into himself the 
personifying power of the Logos, the infusion of life into the distinct 
personalities of believers by the divine power, in the form of the Holy 
Spirit, was thenceforth to take the place of the former. But when we 
consider that Sabellius, however, seems to describe the t7rtvota of the 
Son of God, which the Logos assumed, as something permanent, some
thing which was to end only when this entire 'TMTVafL6r, whereby the 
Monad had become Triad, should cease, after the purpose which the 
whole was to subserve, had been attained ;1 we might rather be inclined 
to think it was his opinion, that the person of Christ would cease to 
exist only with this final consummation. Although Epiphanius enter
tained a different opinion, yet this may have arisen from his not under
standing what Sabellius had said respecting the ultimate purpose of the 
redemption, exactly according to the latter's meaning.2 Thus it may 
be explained, how Sabellius could join in the anathema pronounced on 
such as believed not in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,3 since he con
sidered all the three 7rpoac.ma as continuing until that final consummation. 
But the question may still arise, how Sabellius, if he defined the evolution 
of the Monad to the Triad to be something which preceded the appear
ance of Christianity, could apply this to the Holy Spirit; since, indeed, 
according to his opinion, the communication of the Holy Spirit is but a 
consequence of the redemption accomplished by the hypostatized 
Logos. But we may perhaps assume that he supposed a certain actua
tion of the Holy Spirit, even in the ante-Christian period, particularly 
under the Old-Testament dispensation; and from this we might per
haps infer some such connection of ideas in his mind as the following: 
that the ante-Christian efficiency of the divine Spirit stood related to 
the efficiency of the same Spirit mediated through the personal appear
ance of the Son of God, or to that which is to be entitled the Holy 
Spirit in the strigter sense, in the same manner as the efficiency of the 
Logos, in itself,4 under the Old-Testament dispensation, stood related 
to the efficiency of the Son of God, under the New-Testament dispen
sation. We may here refer to the remarks made on a former page,5 
concerning those who are said to have distinguished the Holy Spirit 
that actuated the apostles, from the Spirit of God in the prophets. 
And thus the Triad of Sabellius would possess also a historical signifi

1 Tijr xpetar 7rI.TJP(J{}tiUTJr. Athanas. orat. 
IV. § 25. 

~ After this statement, we may under
~ta?d why Dionysius of Alexandria (Euseb. 
. vII. e. 6) accused Sabellius of many 

blasphemies against God the Father, (so 
8~c~ an expression as the expansion of the 
dlvlne Monad into the Triad must have ap
P~ared to the Origenists,) of great unbelief 
'WIth regard to the incarnation of the Lo
gos, (inasmuch as he looked upon it only in 
the l~g~t of a transitory manifestatio~ .o~ 
the dlVlne power,) and of great insenslblh
~ ,(~vata{}llaia) in respect to the Holy 
C.lnt, (because he denied his reality and 

o ~ectivity, and had represented him as 

nothing more than single transitory emana
tions of divine power.) 

3 According to Arnobii conflictus cum 
Serapionc. Bibl. patr. Lugd. T. VIII. 

i "In the Old Testament," said Sabel
lius, "no mention is made of the Son of 
God, but only of the Logos," (fLTJ eipijat9rn 
tV rij 7Ial.a«i '/rEP~ vIeW, uAML '/rep' I.oyov,) 
Athanas. orat. IV. § 23, which perhaps 
would lead us to presume also a difference 
in his mode of explaining passages in the 
Old Testament. 

6 P. 582, note 3, and the passage there 
quoted from Origen's Commentary on the 
Epistle to Titus 

http:7rpoac.ma
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cancy, having some reference to the succession of events in time. At 
the legal stage, where a separating gulf stands between God and man
kind, God reveals himself as the Father; and along with this is to be 
found, in the Old Testament, only the preparatory agency of the Logos 
and the Spirit, until the Logos, in Christ, hypostatizes himself to the 
Son of God; and, by virtue of this intimate union of God with human
ity, the Spirit of God now becomes also a real, individual, animating 
principle in the human personalities of which it takes posession.I 

The ultimate end, then, was considered by Sabellius to be the resro. 
. ration of the original unity; - that God, as the absolutely one, should 
be all in all- in which sense, probably, he interpreted the words in 
1 Corinth. 15: 28. , But in this case, what were his views respecting 
the continued duration of the separate creaturely existence? Did he 
suppose, that at length all existence, as it had been begotten from God 
through the mediation of the Logos, would, at the close of this media
tion, return back again to God, and no existence subsist any longer out 
of himself? Since the Christian faith in a personal, eternal life stands 
on the faith in the eternal duration of the personality of Christ, we 
might conclude, that as Sabellius made Christ's personality to be noth
ing more than a transitory appearance, so he must have conceived it to 
be also with regard to all personal existence. And, in general, he who 
has not found that personal existence, by its very nature, can subsist 
no otherwise than for eternity; he who can make up his mind to regard 
any personal existence, and especially the most perfect of all, as being 
merely an ephemeral appearance, will find it a comparatively easy 
thing to conclude the same to be true of all personal existence. The 
pantheistic element which lies under such a mode of apprehension, 
may easily push him on further. Athanasius 2 understood these conse
quences, which might result from the system of Sabellius. But as he 
himself, the warm opponent of this system, signalizes this only as one 
of the consequences resulting from it, but by no means charges it upon 
Sabellius as a position actually maintained by him; so we should be the 
less warranted to attribute to him such a pantheistic denial of immortal
ity, which, if it had been suspected, would have been more severely cas
tigated by his Christian contemporaries. At the same time, this first 
shaping of Monarchianism, which was somewhat akin at least to a pan
theistic tendency, remains a noticeable historical phenomenon. 

We need, it is true, no outward ground of explanation to account for 
such a system, spnnging as it did from a mind so speculative as we 
must suppose that of Sabellius to have been. But as there are so many 
points of resemblance in this system to what we find in the Alexandrian
J ewish ~heology, a report of Epiphanius, who supposes Sabellius bor
rowed hIS system from an apocryphal gospel derived from the same 
source with the latter, the eilayyeMov Kar AIYV1rT'OV,,3 deserves some notice. 

1 See Tbeodoret. fab. breret. II. c. 9. OPOfloVVTO, TOU MYOV, o{rK {nrapEu 1J Kri(Jlf· 
2 Ellva 1Jfl£l, KTlrr8i:Jfltv, 1rpo1iA.~tv 0 A.6- L. c. ~ 12. 

)lor; KaL 1rpof:A.~6vror aurou i:aflEv, <l1iAov em 8 Exhibition of the gospel history accord
avaXCJpojjvTO{' airroil ek rov 7rarcpa, ou"en iog to the Egyptian (the Alexandrian) tra· 
iaop&a. Athanas. orat. IV. ~ 25. ilaAtv. dinon. 
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In this gospel, Christ is said to have communicated to his disciples, 
as a doctrine of esoteric wisdom, some similar notions respecting the 
relation of the Monad to the Triad: "If the multitude, who cannot ele
vate themselves to the intuition of the highest, simple unity, hold God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be different divine beings, 
they (the disciples) should know that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are 
but one, but three different forms of the revelation of the divine es
sence." 1 Moreover, the Sabellian doctrine, akin to the pantheistic 
element, that all antitheses would finally resolve themselves to unity, 
seems to have been set forth in this gospel; for. to the question of Sa
lome, who asks when his kingdom should come? Christ replies: 
"When two shall be one, and the outer as the inner, and the male with 
the female; when there shall be no male and no female." 

Soon after Sabellius, we see Monarchianism revived in an opposite 
form by Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch. Except that he re
ceived into his system the Logos-doctrine, after modifying it by that 
system, he had little or nothing peculiar to distinguish him from the 
Artemonites, with whom indeed he was usually compared by the 
ancient writers.2 But it is worth while to notice the contrast which 
these two shapes of ~Ionarchianism, with which the evolution of the 
doctrine of the Trinity in this period terminates, form, when compared 
to each other, both in respect to their peculiar mode of apprehending 
the doctrine concerning Christ, and in respect to the whole intellectual 
bent out of which they grew. While in Sabellianism, the human and 
personal element in Christ was made simply a transitory form of the 
manifestation of the Divine, the theory of Paul of Samosata, on the 
other hand, gave prominence to Christ's human person alone,- and 
the Divine appears only as something which supervenes from without. 
1Vhile Sabellianism tended towards a Pantheism which confounded God 
with the world, we discern in the theory of Paul the deistic tendency 
which fixes an impassable gulf betwixt God and the creation, - which 
admits of no community of essence and of life between God ahd hu
manity. 

1 Epiphan. hreres. 62. Concerning this 
gospel: 'Ev aVTfij yap 1l"OMU TOlaVTa i.J!; tv 
1l"ap~{1Vf1TC:J pVaTTJPl(.)oW!; lK 1l"poaw1l"ov ToV 
a(JT7JpO!; aVa¢iPETal, i.J!; aVToV OTJAoVVTO!; Toi!; 
p,arJTJTai!;, Tav aVTov elvat 1l"aTipa, Tav aVTOV 
Tva, vlav, TOV aVTav elvaL uytoV 1l"VEVpa. 

he passage in Philo, de Abrahamo f. 367, 
In~y serve to explain the sense, where it is 
sa1d, that the QV, from which proceed the 
~\vo highest OVVUpEl!;, the 1l"OlllTlKi; and the 
paa.0tK1;, appear, according to the different 
POSitions at which the souls that are moreIf less purified stand, as one or as thre~fold. 

the soul has risen above the revelation 
?f q~d in the creation, to the intellectual 
Inttution of the Ov then for that soul the 
~rinity rises to Unity, - the soul beholds one 
l~ht, from which proceed, as it were, two 
8 adows, God's essence, and those two 

r7JV t!>avTUataV tVO!; V1l"OKEtpivO'V Karai..ap{3a. 
vet, ToV FV i.J!; UVTO!;, Toiv o· U.UoLV dvoiv, 
i.J!; u.v a;ravya~op.iv(Jv am) TOVTOV aKti:Jv. 
Next: IIapExEl rij opaTlK1j OtaVOl~ TOTE plv 
tlla!;, Tore of: TplWV !pavTaaiav j ivi'l!; ph, orav 
UKPW!; Ka&ap{hiaa 1] tpvxi] Kal pi] pOVOV Til 
1l"i.f;rJTJ nil! apl&pi:Jv ciAAa Ka~ r7JV yetTOVa 
POVUOO!; dvuoa v1'icp{3uaa KTA. There is also 
a striking resemblance between Sabellius' 
mode of expression and that which is pe
culiar to the Clemen tines, a work which 
proceeded from some Jewish-Christian The
osophist. Clementin. H. 16. c. 12: KaTu 
yap £teTarIlV KaL (1VaToAi]v 1] p.ovar OVa!; tlvat 
VOfll~fTa,. 

2 Baur who attacks me on account of 
this asse:tion, contributes, however, by ~is 
own representation of the matter, consid
ered apart from his parenthetical remarks, 

Wildes of operation, merely shadows, which to confirm the same view. 
a off from his transcendent light. Tp'

VOL. I. 51 
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The Logos - according to Paul of Samosata - is in relation to God 
nothing other than reason in relation to man,l- the Spirit in relation to 
God, nothing other than the spirit in relation to men. As he contro
verted the doctrine of a personal Logos, so too he declared himself op
posed to the theory of an incarnation of the Logos, of an indwelling of 
its essence in human nature. He would only concede, that the divine 
reason or wisdom dwelt and operated in Christ after a higher manner 
than in anyone else.2 To his mode of developing himself, as man, 
under the divine influence,s is to be attributed the fact that he outshone 
in wisdom all other messengers of God that preceded him. For this 
reason - because he was, in a sense in which no other prophet before 
him had been, an organ of the divine wisdom that revealed itself 
through him - he is to be styled the Son of God. This Paul is said 
to have employed the expression" Jesus Christ, who comes from here 
below," C'I7Jaov~ XptC1TO~ ICur(,){1ev,) in order to indicate that the Logos did 
not enter into a human body, b'ut Christ, as man, was deemed worthy 
of being exalted to this peculiar union with God by means .of such 
an illumination from the divine reason.4 And hence, indeed, Paul 
affirmed that the divine Logos came down and imparted his influence to 
Christ, and then rose again to the Father. 5 Although, by this theory, 
Christ was regarded as a mere man, yet Paul, adopting the scriptural 
and church phraseology, seems to have' called him God in some im
proper sense, not exactly defined. In this case, however, he explained, 
that Christ was not God by his nature, but became so by progressive 
development.6 If his language was strictly consistent with his system, 
he certainly referred the name Son of God to Christ alone, - to the 
man specially distinguished by God after the manner above described; 
and hence he ever made it a prominent point, that Christ, as such, did 
not exist before his nativity; that when a being with God before all 

1 wOU7rep tv uv&pCnrov ICctpOt{l 0 iOw~ A,6yor. 
EJ>iphanius, hoores. 67. 

2 'Evotlc1jaat lv avriiJ r7;V UOIptaV, llr lv 
oMevt cL~. He taught oil avyyeyev1ja-&at 
Ti;> av&p(,)TrtvC:J r7;v uocptav OVC1t(,)oi:Jr, aA,Aa 
lCara rrOWT7JTa. Paul's words, as cited in 
Leontius Byzantin. c. Nest. et Eutvchen; 
which work, till lately, had been knO\vn only 
in the Latin translation; but the fragment 
of Paul, in the original Greek, has been pub
l!shed from the manuscript in the Bodleian 
lIbrary at Oxford, in Erlich's Dissertation: 
de erroribus Pauli Samosat. Lips. 1745, 
p.23. 

.8 I must agx:ee with .Baur on this point, 
VIZ. that there IS no satIsfactory evideuce for 
supposing that this Paul denied the super
natural birth of Christ. 

See the synodal letter in Euseb. 1. VII. 
Co 30. 

C) 'EArfcJV 0 A,6yor tvqpY7Jae ICaZ pOvov ICat 
aV1jA,rte rrpor rov rrarcpa, in Epiphanius. 

6 So Athannsius (dc Synodis, c. 4) repre
sents the doetrine of the Samosatians con
cerning Christ: "YUTepov avrov peru. r7;v 
lvaV&pWmJutv be rrpolCOTr~r Te{1t07rOt~a-&at 

ailrOv. These words might, indeed, be un
derstood to mean, that Christ first raised 
himself to the divine dignity through the 
moral perfection which he had attained by 
his own human efforts. But if this were 
his opinion, he would doubtless have sa~d, 
as the Socinians aftenvards did, that Chnst 
raised himself by what he had accomp1is~
ed in his life on earth, to such divine digm
ty, in virtue of his glorification. But, in a!l 
the other citations from him, we find no eVl
dence of such a separation made by Paul 
between that which Christ was originally, 
and that which he became bv his own ef
forts and his own doings. In ·the system of 
Sabellius, what Christ was over and above 
all other men, is, in fact, traced to the v~ry 
circumstance, that he stood from the bcglI~' 
ninO' under the special influence of the dl
vin~ reason or wisdom. The rrpoICorrn fOrII!s 
here simply the antithesis to the ICara lIv' 
UtV-to the cLV(,){1ev answers the ICO,T(,){)ev
and so, accommodating himself to the 
church phraseology, he is reported to have 
said: Seor tIC TiJr rrap{1£vov, rteiJr be Na(a· 
peff oqn9ei.r. Athanas. c. Apollinar.1. II. ~ 3. 

i 
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time is ascribed to him, this is to be understood as relating only to an 
ideal existence in the divine reason, in the divine predetermination.! 
Hence, when his opponents, judging rather from the connection of ideas 
in- their own mind than in his, accused him of supposing two Sons of 
God, he could confidently affirm, on the contrary, that he knew of but 
one Son of God.2 It may be, however, that, where it was for his 
interest to accommodate himself to the terminology of the church, he 
too spoke of a generation of the Logos in his own sense, understanding 
by this nothing else than the procession of the Logos to a certain out
ward activity,-the beginning of its creative agency,-what was usu
ally designated by the phrase 'Myoprpocf>optKor;.3 

Of this man's character, the bishops and clergy, who composed the 
synod that condemned his doctrines, give a very unfavorable account.4 
They describe him as haughty, vain-glorious, and self-seeking - a man 
that eagerly entered into the cares and business of the world. It is 
true, the accusations of polemical opp.onents, especially opponents 
so passionate as these were, are seldom entitled to much confidence; 
but the charges in the present case contain so much of a specific char
acter, that we can hardly suppose them to have been wholly without 
foundation; and unhappily this picture accords but too well with what 
we otherwise learn respecting the bishops of the large towns, like Anti
och, the great capital of Roman Asia in the East.s These districts 
were then comprised under the empire of Zenobia,6 Queen of Palmyra, 
who is said to have been friendly to Judaism.7 Paul is accused of 
having sought to present the doctrine concerning Christ in a dress 
which would be more acceptable to the Jewish mode of thinking, ex
pressly with a view to gain favor with this princess. But there is no 

1 In the synodal letter to Paul of Sarno
sata, puhlished by Turrian, cited in Mansi, 
(Concil. I. f. 1034,) the only credible docu
tnent among those made known by him re
lating to these transactions, this opposite 
thesis is set up, viz. that the Son of God 
existed lrpO alcJv(,)v ov lrpoYVcJ(1E:t aM' oiocri{L 
lCa~ inrorn-Ucft: from this we may infer, then, 
that Paul taught the contrary: 'Tov vlov Toil 
ihoil ovx: inrOGru(1£l, aAM lTPOYVcJ(1E:t «TA. 
~Vhich is confirmed also by the representa
tion of Athanasius, who says of Paul's doc
t~ne concernin~ Christ: AOYov lvepyOv l; 
ovpavov IecU Gocptav lv aVr~ ofloAoyel, T~ plv 
lrPoopLG/J.i;J lrpO alcJv(,)v DVTa, ry oe V7rUp;et 
lie uva(aper avadet,trtEvra. c. Apollinar. 1. 
n.~ 3. 

2 M~ ovo l7rirn-a~aL vlovr;. Lcout. Byzant. 
3 This is made probable by the opposite 

thesis in the before-cited synodal letter: Am 
Toil MyOV 0 lrariJp lrUVTa lrE1rO[T/KEV, OVx: wr; 
ot' op)'avov, ovo' wr; at' llrlcnfJflT/r; aVVlrorn-aTov, 
)'EVltTjGaVTOr; plv TOV lTaTpOr TOv vlov wr; (cj. 
~av lvepyeiav lea~ lVV7rorn-aTov. From this 
It tnay be inferred that Paul had spoken of 
a,Gcxpia, llrlGr1,flT/ aVVlroO'TaTOr;, and by the 
yevv71GH; of the 'Myor; understood nothing 
else than an lvepyeia aVVll'OO'TaTOf: of God 
as the Creator. From this, however. it does 

not certainly follow that he himself made 
usc of the expression yi1iVT/O'tr;. 

4 Euseb. 1. VII. c. 30 . 
. I; See what Origen says in Matth. f. 420, 

ed. Huet., or Vol. IV. T. XVI. ~ 8, p. 24, 
ed. Lomm.: "'Ve, who either do not under
stand what the teaching of Jesus here 
means, or who despise these express admo
nitions of our SaVIour himself, we proceed 
so far in the affectation of pomp and state, 
as to outdo el'en bad rulers among the pa
gansj and, like the emperors, surround our
selves with a guard, that we may be feared 
and made difficult of approach, especially 
by the poor. And in many of our so-called 
churches, particularly in the larger towns, 
may be found presiding officers of the 
church of God, who would refuse to own 
eycn the best among the disciples of Jesus, 
while on earth, as their equals." "M7]oEfuav 
lGoAoyiav llTlTpelI'OVrar; £O'{)' on Ka~ Tolr; 1eaA
Alrn-Otr; Ti:w 'I7]Goii fla&1JTi:w, elVaL ll'pOr; av
Tot·r;. 

6 Married to the Roman commander, 
Odenatus, who had made himself indepen
dent of the Roman empire. 

7 'Iovoaia ;]V Z7]vo{3w, KaZ IIa~Aov lrp.oeO'Tf/ 
TOU !.aflOGaT£(,)r;. Athanas. hist. Arianor. 
ad ManlU'hoR. & 71. 
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evidence that this charge was well founded; the facts of the case r~ 
quire no such explanation; and the constancy with which Paul adhered 
to his convictions, even after the political circumstances were changed, 
suffices to vindicate him from this imputation. It were more reasona
ble to suppose, that his intercourse with Jews about the person of the 
queen, with whom Paul, being a man of the court, stood in high con
sideration, may have had some influence in giving this turn to his 
doctrinal opinions; - though we are under no necessity of supposing even 
this. It may have been, too, that his peculiar doctrinal opinions con
tributed to procure for him the favor of the queen. The connection 
once formed with this powerful patroness, he made use of it to gain 
influence and consideration in secular affairs, and to surround himself with 
state. In direct contrariety to the ecclesiastical rules which had already 
been publicly expressed, at least in the "\Vestern church, (see above,) 
he held a civil office not quite compatible with the vocation of a bishop.l 
At Antioch, the profane custom seems already to have passed over 
from the theatre and rhetorical schools to the church - a practice 
which put church teachers on the same level with actors and declaimers 
- that of applauding popular preachers, by the waving of handker
chiefs, exclamations of applause, and the clapping of hands. The vain
minded Paul was delighted with all this; but the bishops, his accusers, 
seem well aware, that it was contrary to the dignity and order becom
ing the hoUse of God. The church hymns which had been in public 
use ever since the second century, he banished as an innovation; prob
ably on the same principle which at a later period was advanced also 
by others, that in the church nothing ought to be sung but pieces taken 
directly from the holy scriptures. Probably, therefore, he ordered 
that, in place of those church hymns, Psalms only should be used. 
There is no good reason for the conjecture, that Paul did this merely 
out of flattery to his Jewish patroness, Zenobia. It is more probable, 
that, knowing what a deep impression the sentiments contained in those 
church hymns made on the minds of the hearers, he was hoping to 
banish, with those ancient songs of praise to Christ, the sentiments they 
contained from the hearts of men. When we are told, that the. man 
who so carefully weighed every expression which was applied to Christ, 
delighted in the incense of extravagant flattery heaped on himself, un
der the form of odes and declamations in holy places; - and in being 
called, in the swollen, rhetorical language of the times, an angel come 
down from heaven, we are not indeed to give implicit faith to such 
stories from the mouths of heated opponents; nor yet have we any 
good reason whatever to reject them as wholly false. 

It seems to have been the desih'll of Paul of Samosata to introduce 
his peculiar views of Christ into the minds of his flock by degrees. To 
this purpose served the change which he introduced with regard to the 

1 The office of Du~enarius procurator, (not he was already in possession of this office 
to be confounded WIth the Ducenarius ju- when elected bishop; in this ease the bi.sh
dex,) so called because the pay amounted ops would accuse themselves for toleratmg 
to 200 sestertia. See Sueton. Claudius, such an infraction of the ecc1esiastica11aws. 
c. 24 i Cyprian. ep. 68. It is possible that 
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use of church hymns; and he contrived, as we have seen in particular 
cases, to explain the church terminology in conformity with his own 
views. Hence it might be difficult to convict him of erroneous doc
trine; and it was not till after many previous unsuccessful attempts, 
that the bishops finally succeeded, at a synod convened in 269, to bring 
him, chiefly by means of the presbyter Malchion, an expert dialecti
cian, to an open avowal of his opinions.1 He was deposed, and his 
office conferred on another; but as he still had· a party in his favor, 
and was moreover patronized by Zenobia, it was impossible to carry the 
matter through, until the year 272, when Ze~obia was conquered by 
the Emperor Aurelian. The latter referred the matter to the decision 
of the Roman bishop.2 

But while, in the Eastern church, the struggle with this Monarchian 
tendency, which gave an undue prominence to the unity in the Triad, 
had an influence in causing the distinctions and gradations in it to be 
more precisely marked, and the subordination system, which had been 
reduced by Origen into a settled form, to be more decidedly pronounced, 
a quite different relation was gradually working itself into shape in the 
Western church, which we will now more closely consider. 

How differently the same Christian tnlth may shape itself to the aJr 
prehension of minds which have been differently trained, is seen by 
comparing Origen with Tcrtullian. To Tertullian, accustomed and 
familiarized to material notions of the divine essence, the same difficul
ties would not present themselves here, as revolted the philosophical 
mind of Origen. He could quite clearly conceive, by the aid of his 
material notions of emanation, how the Godhead might cause to pro
ceed from its own essence a being possessed of the same substance, 
only in an inferior degree, and standing in the same relation to the 
former as a ray of light to the sun. He asserted, therefore, the doc
trine of one divine Essence, shared in a certain gradation by three per
sons, most intimately connected.3 

The Son, so far as it concerns the diyine essence, is not numerically 
distinct from the Father; the same essence of God being also in the 
Son; but he differs in degree, being a smaller portion of the common 
mass of the divine essence.4 Thus the prevailing view in the 'Vestern 
church came to be this: one divine essence in the Father and Son; 
but, at the same time, a subordination in the relation of the Son to 
the Father. Here were conflicting elements. The process of develoJr 
ment must decide which of the two should gain the preponderance. 
This, then, constituted the difference between the two churches: - that 
:vhile, in the Eastern church, the prominence given to the distinctions 
In the Triad did not leave room for the consciousness of the unity; 
in the Western church, on the other hand, the unity of essence, once 

1 From Euscbius' expressions, although 2 See vol. I. p. 142. 
Theodoretus, to whom perhaps they ap 8 Una substantia in tribus cohrerentibas. 

peared offensive, explained them otherwise, 4 DellS de deo, modulo altcr,·non nume-

We must infer, that this ecelesiasti<" too, ex roo Adv. Praxeam. 

e~~ed a profe!>sion not wholly befitting his 

SpIrltual calling, that of a rhetorician. 


51
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decidedly expressed, caused the subordination-element to retire more 
into the back-ground. 

Thus, from a difference in the process of the development of doc
trine in the two churches, an opposition of views naturally arose on 
this subject; as we see in the case of the above-mentioned council at 
Antioch, in 269, which, in the heat of the polemical opposition to Mon
archianism, was moved to condemn the expression "OP.OoV(JlOV," answer
ing to the doctrinal formula of the West "una substantia.." 1 And 
we see, again, in another noticeable appearance, a premonitory symp
tom of those doctrinal controversies which, in the fourth century, 
sprung out of the opposition thus prepared between the two churches.11 

The doctrine of Sabellius, and his mode of interpreting the church 
terminology so as to accord with his own system, having found their 
way among the bishops of that district, Dionysius, the bishop of Alex
andria, felt it incumbent on him, since the whole of that church diocese 
fell under his supervision, to issue a pastoral letter against these spread
ing tenets.3 The opposition into which he was thus brought with the 
Sabellian denial of the hypostases, led him to express the distinction 
of hypostases, and hence too the doctrine of subordination, in a more 
stiff and decided manner than he would otherwise have done. He 
made use of several expressions which Arianism could afterwards fall 
back upon. He made it a prominent point, that the Son of God had 
his existence by the will of the Father; he styled the Son, in relation 
to the latter, a 1rOl1Jp.a, and employed many singular comparisons, with a 
view to mark his subordinate relation to the Father. He is reported 
to have made usc of expressions, for the purpose of affirming with eID
phasis that the Son received his existence from the Father, which after
wards became favorite mottos of Arianism; as, for example, that he 
did not exist before he was begotten; there was a moment when he 
did not as yet exist.4 He also declared himself opposed to the 
Homoousion. 

Certain individuals, to whom ihese expressions of Dionysius appeared 
a, disparagement of the divine dignity of Christ, laid their complaints 
before Dionysius, bishop of Rome; and the latter was thus led to COUl

pose a work,5 wherein he opposed 

1 See c. g. Athanas. de Svnod .. § 43; Hi
lar. de Synod. § 86. • 

2 A.s this admits of being so natur:1.lly 
exptRmcd from the system of doctrines held 
in thc Alexandrian school and moreover 
the reasons urged by the 'council RO'ainst 
this church expression answer perl-cctly 
to this system. the account is for these rca
sons, if thcre ,,:cre no other, rendered proh
able. The Armns, from whom we rcceive 
the account, are, it is true, on this point, 
suspicious witncsses j but the fact th:1.t their 
warm opponent." Athanasius, Hiiarius of· 
Poiticrs, and Basilius of C:.~sarea, quote 
the same account from thcir mouth, yet 
without contradicting it, may be considered 
as a confirm:1.tion of its truth. 

8 The letter to Ammonius and Euphra

to the different tendencies of the 

nor, of which fragments have been preserv
ed in Athanasius' work on thc doctrines of 
Dionysius. 

4 Athanas. de sententia Dionysii, ~ 14. 
For the purpose of strongly cmphasiz~ng 
the ob" cUt 1]V, he is reported to have sal~: 
ObIC 1]V 1rptV y£VVTJfJ~, UAA,' frv 1roT£ OTt ov/c 
1]v. Being a disciplc of Origcn, he may 
have expressed himsclf in the latter way; 
perhaps to mark a beginning of existenc~, 
but no beginning in time. But, in truth, It 
is impossible, since Dionysius' work has not 
been preserved entire, to determine, with any 
degree of certainty, what his language real
ly was, so as to distinguish what he actually 
did say, from the conclusions which ~en 
thought proper to draw from what he said. 

6 ' AVaTp01r~, fragments of which work 

http:churches.11


DIONYSIUS OF ALEXANDRIA. 607 

Eastern church, that system of the unity of essence which had become 
already matured in the Western church, and from which every trace of 
subordination had been nearly obliterated.1 Besides the Sabellians, he 
attacks two other tendencies. He says he had heard that many among 
their teachers 2 had fallen into an error directly opposed to that of Sa
bellianism, viz. Tritheism ; 3 that they had separated the holy unity into 
three hypostases, totally alien and totally separated from one another. 
Yet we can hardly reconcile it with the general shaping of Christian 
thought and speculation among the Orientals, to suppose that those 
teachers did really hold to the existence of three essences, equally 
without beginning, and standing in no relation of dependence on each 
other. The Roman bishop here assuredly followed the reports of 
others, who so interpreted the explanations of those teachers. It is 
probable that, in marking broadly and strongly the distinction of the 
hypostases in the conflict with Sabellianism, they may only have so 
expressed themselves as to furnish some color for those complaints. 
The third of these erroneous views, censured by the Roman Dionysius, 
was precisely that one, according to which the Son of God was re
garded as a creature, and a beginning assigned to his existence ;-the 
error which some were bent on finding in Dionysius of Alexandria. 
Now, had the latter clung pertinaciously to the difference which did 
really exist on this doctrine between himself and the Roman Dionysius, 
had he given still greater distinctness and prominence to the differences 
between his own and the Roman form of doctrine, and set himself to 
defending these points, the signal would have been given for a con
troversy, which might have terminated in a separation of the two 
churches. . 

But Dionysius demeaned himself aecording to the spirit, so superior 
to dogmatic narrowness, which had descended to him from his great 
master Origen. The common ground-work of the Christian faith stood 
at a higher value with him than subordinate differences of opinion;
he was more anxious to preserve alive the consciousness of unity, than 
to give prominence to the dividing points of opposition. Without man
ifesting any resentment to his accusers, who had resorted to a foreign 
bishop, and one so eager to obtrude himself as a judge in the concerns 
of other churches; without being ruilled even by that bishop him
self, who seems to have assumed the tone rather of a judge than of a 
colleague, he endeavored, with calmness and prudence, and without 
denying his own convictions, so to explain the offensive propositions, by 
pointing out their connection with his whole system, as to remove all 
scruples against them, even from those who adopted the principles of 

have been preserved in Athanasius' book Traaa uvuYKl1. Athanas. de dccretis synodi 
on the decrees of the Council of Nice. Nicenre, § 26. 

1 \Ve still perceive, however, some re 2 His words are, 1. c.: llhrvapcu £IvaL 
Jnains of the old system of subordination, Ttvck TWV 1iap' vpiv KaTTJXOVVTCJV Kat (Ma~
When the Father, n.~ the uPX~, the God of KOVTCJV TO'll {idov AOYOV TavT1]r V911)'1lTUr T7Jr 
th~ Ill)iverse, is styled absolutely the AI· "'pOV~(J£CJr. _ 
tnl~,hty. TrJV TptuJ" Elr Eva, c':Jarrfp Elr KO3 0; KaTU dtUp£TPOV UVTiK£lVTaL ru !.a{3tA
pV9TJv Ttva, TO'll ,'1£0'11 TWl1 OI..CJv TO'll rraliTOKpUNOV YV~P1). 

Topa AiyCJ, UVYK£cpal..a.wva,'1cu Kat uvvuy£a,'1cu 
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the Roman church. He expounded, in the manner of Origen, the 
notion of the eternal generation of thQ Logos. He was even willing 
to tolerate the term 0flOOVGLOV, so far as it was employed to denote sim· 
ply the relationship of essence between the Son of God and the Father, 
and to distinguish him from all created beings; though he had it to 
object, that it was a term not hitherto sanctioned by ecclesiastical use, 
and nowhere to be found in the holy scriptures, - an objection of litt1e 
weight, we must allow, against a dogmatic expression, since the changes 
arising from the progressive development of the dogmatic spirit gener· 
ally, and from the new errors which strike into it, may make it absolutely 
necessary to resort to new expressions; and since all that is really im· 
portant here, is to see that the notion which the dogmatic term should 
express, is clearly deducible from the scripture doctrine. By this self· 
denying moderation of Dionysius, the dispute was brought to an end, 
and a schism avoided which might have rent the bond8 of Christian 
fellowship.1 It is true, this practical union had no power of enduring 
influence. The oppositions which had once made their appearance in 
the process of doctrinal development, must continually assert over again 
their rights within the sphere of thought, and strive on towards their 
reconciliation in a higher unity. 

In the doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit, the want of correspon· 
dence between what 'Was contained in the Christian consciousness 
and its notional expression, clearly manifested itself. In the first youth· 
ful age of the church, when the power of the Holy Spirit made itself to 
be so mightily felt in the life, as a new creative, transforming principle, 
it was still very" far from being the case, that the consciousness of this 
Spirit, as one identical with the essence of God, had been thoroughly 
apprehended and presented in conceptions of the understanding. 

If we except the Monarchians and Lactantius,2 men were agreed in 
conceiving of the Holy Spirit as a personal being. The conception of 
his reality and objective essentiality coincided in the Christian thought 
with the conception of his personal, self-subsistent existence. But the 
logical consistency of their system of subordination in the LogolTdoc· 
trine, compelled the church fathers to conceive of the Holy Spirit as 
subordinate to the Father and the Son; the first of the beings pr~ 
duced by the Father through the Son; - and we shall perceive the 
after·influence of this tendency of thought in the Easte~ church, till 
late into the fourth century. When, on the one hand, men felt them· 
selves constrained, by the demands of the Christian consciousness and 
of the holy scriptures, to recognize in the Holy Spirit something b~ 
yond a creaturely existence, to bring him into nearer relation to the 
Son of God, and assign him a place in the Triad; and were driven, 
on the other hand, by the logical consistency of the theory of subordi· 
nation, to represent him as the first being created by the Logos, through 

1 See the fragments of the second letter Father and of the Son, cum· vel ad Patrem 
to the bishop Dionysius, under the title: referri vel ad Filium j et sanctific..'1.tionem 
"EA.eyxo~ Kat urroAoyia, in Athnnasius de utriusque personal sub ejns nomine demon· 
sententia Dionysii. strari. Vid. Hicronym. ep. 41. ad Pamnch. 

2 Who is supposed to have explained the et Oceannm. 
Holy Spirit as the sanctifying energy of the 
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whom God called all things into existence; - the thought, proceeding 
on such different assumptions, must entangle itself in contradictions, 
which would give an impulse to still further efforts to place the doc
trine in its right shape. Thus, in Justin Martyr particularly, we may 
observe a wavering of this sort, between the idea of the Holy Ghost, 
as one of the members of the Triad, and a spirit standing in some rela
tionship with the angels. 1 Also, in Origen, we observe the two· ele
ments coming together, - the sound Ohristian view, producing itself 
out of the immediate contents of the Christian consciousness, and the 
speculative view, standing in no sort of relation to it. On the one 
hand, he considers the Holy Spirit as the substance of all the gracious 
gifts proceeding from God, communicated through Christ,2 the source 
of sanctification to believers; and then he describes him, nQtwithstand
ing, as only the first-begotten of the Father through the Son, to whom 

1 The reasons which have been presented 
by Catholic and Protestant theologians 
against my exposition of Justin's expres
sions respecting the Holy Spirit, cannot pre
vail on me to abandon it. See the literature 
on this dispute in a monography on Justin, 
remarkably full and thorough, written by 
Semisch, 11. p. 318. If it has been at
tempted to show, that Justin's notions of 
the essence of the angels and of creatures 
g~nerally were irreconcilable with that 
'VIew, yet this objection is set aside hy our 
remarks in the text. Self-contradictory 
momenta ought not to be considered as 
anything strange, when found at this stage 
of the development of doctrine; but unless 
we return back to old doctrinal prejudices, 
and overlook once more the essential char
acter of the process of historical develop
ment,-the besetting sin of a certain narrow 
and narrowing church tendency, of which 
however, I cannot accuse many of my op
ponents, - they must appear rather as a 
matter of course. On the snme grounds, I 
m~st protest against that which the Herr 
Dlaconus Semisch brings as evidence 
against the truth of my OW11 view of the 
matter, where he savs: "No reprl'!'entation 
eer.tninly clashe!'l, so·much as this, with the 
senptural position and the common feeling 
of the ancient church." But as it COll('erns 
the s~riptural position, we have nothin/! to 
do With that question here. The included 
Contents of the divine 'Vord must, in its 
process of development for the human 
~hought, go through manifold intermediate 
o~ms. The position taken hy Justin con
8~I~utes one among these historically con
ditIoned intermediate forms. And as it 
~es~ects the common Christian feeling. we 
.0, In truth, recognize such It common fcel
lng, hy which the dlUrch in all ages is knit 
together; but this common feeling did not 
~nd at once its corresponding expression othe forms evolved by the understa!lding. 

f the two passages from Justin, whICh we 
are concerned with, one is where Justin, in 

confronting the charge of ILt'hoTTJr;, enumer
ates the objects of religious worship among 
the Christians; Apol. II. f. 56: 'EKetVov Te 

Kat TOV r.ap' ai'Toil vlov F)'.1'JOVTa Kat ouJa~avTa 
ilfliir; ravra KaL rov TWV u/~(JV ir.opiv(JV Ka2 
l~OpOLOVpiV(JV uyaiJwv uyyiM..rv C1Tparov, 
1iVcVpU T£ TO r.pO¢1JTlKOV C1ff3opfiJa Kat r.por;
KVVOV/l£V. Now Semiseh affirms, that it is 
contrary to the laws of language and of 
logic to refer the word U/J..CJv to that whieh 
follows after. But the simple que!'tion i", 
whether, in a writer like Justin, such an 
instance of negligence in style may not he 
supposed. If, with Semisch, we take the 
passage in this way, - that Jnstin, under 
the term UAM..rV, had in mind Christ, and 
understood the word uyy£A.or; at one and the 
same time in the more general sense (of a 
messenger of God) and the more limited 
one (of angel) -it still remains certainly 
a very harsh construction, not admissible 
in the case of anv other writer. For the 
rest, in whatever way the word UAM..rV might 
be explained,-n circumstance hy no means 
decisive as to the whole meaning of the 
passage, - it still eyer remains the easiest 
and best wav, to acconnt for what we find 
}]ere associated together, l)y referring to the 
connection whieh existed between the 110

tions of the Holy Spirit and of the angels. 
But in no ca.c;e can I coneerle to III'. ~em
isch, that by the angel of God, the might 
sent by Christ for o~r assistan('e, (Dial. c. 
Tryph. f. 344,) .Tustm ("ould IHwe under
stood anything else than the Holy Spirit. 
The reference to the passage in the 3d of 
ZecJlariah has nothing to do with the ques
tion here; hut if it had, it would hc mther 
in favor of, than against, the neecssity of 
this interpretation. If we pay any rcg-ar<1 
to Justin's pcculiar style of doctrinal lan
guage, it is quite impossible to understand 
this term as referring mcrely to the moral 
power bestowed bv Christ. 

2 ."fi..1J Ti:Jv XaptC1fun;,v, lv~pYOO/ltv~ (i1r~ 
Toli iJ£oV, OtaKOVOO/l£V1l V71'O TOO XpLCTToo. In 
Joann. T.ll. § 6. 
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not only being, but also wisdom and holiness, is first communicated by 
the Son; dependent on him in all these relations.1 

It is besides worthy of notice, that, in the dispute with the Monarchi· 
ans, the doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit was not touched upon at 
all- a proof how little men had busied themselves as yet with the 
more accurate determination of this doctrine -:- how very far it retired 
into the background, compared with the significance attached to the 
Logos.doctrine. It altogether befitted the peculiar bent of the Patri· 
passianists to refer everything to the undivided God, the Father in 
Christ; and to consider the Holy Spirit simply 'as his agency or influ
ence. But when the doctrine of the Holy Spirit assumed the impor
tant place which it did in the perfected l\fontanistic system, the pr<r 
ceedings entered into with the adherents of this scheme' would lead to 
more accurate investigations of this doctrine; as indeed we know that 
Clement of Alexandria, in whose writings preserved to us no specula
tire determination of this point is to be found, was intending, in his 
work on prophecy, (rrep'l 'TrpOcfnlT£la~,) which had reference to the dis-
pute with the Montanists, to enter into a fuller development of the doc
trine concerning the Holy Spirit.2 Accordingly Sabellius was the first 
who received into his Monarchian scheme the notion also of the Holy 
Spirit. In this dogma, too, we see the element of the subordination 
theory more and more overcome, by the matured conception of the one 
substance in the tVestern church. This is particularly discernible in 
the letter of Dionysius, bishop of Rome, to Dionysius, bishop of Alex
andria, (see above.a) 

From the doctrine concerning God, (theology in the stricter sense 
of the word,) we pass to the doctrine concerning human nature, (An
thropology,) - the two doctrines being, in their peculiar Christian 
acceptation, most intimately connected; both deriving their peculiar 
Christian significancy from their particular relation to the doctrine of 
redemption - the central point of Christianity. From the doctrine of 
God's holiness proceeded a conception of sin, entirely different froI? 
that presented in the mode of thinking of the ancient world; and this 
of itself had the greatest influence on Anthropology. 

Again, the redemption in which entire humanity is destined to par
ticipate, presupposes, on the one hand, the need of 8uch a provision ex
isting in all men - the feeling of their own moral insufficiency, of the 
inner schism, the sin and guilt which separate them from God; and, on 
the other hand, the consciousness of a. recipiency for the redemption, 
as a quality possessed by human nature in general, by virtue of which 
the redemption may find a point of union in the soul's act of free self.. 
determination. Both are intimately connected; for it is out of the 

1 Oil xP,;(uv lOUCf TO liyrov 1OIeVp.a, OLaKO f'Trl1f'Vetai9al TO ayrov 10ItVIla tpap'Ev, - alJ! 
VaVvTO~ aVTOV T~ V'TrOaTu,au, oV p.ovov eir TO OUK cj~ p1po~ tgeov lv lKU(J1'C:J 1}fli:w TO 1f"I/t:V

dVaL, aua Kat a090v elva, Ka2 t..oytKOV Kat fla' OA.c.llJ de 1} OLaVOP1J aim1 Kat OTt 'TrO;£ Etm 
dlKawv Kat 'TrUV OTt7rOTOVV Xp~ aUro voeLV TO aywv 1OIeVpa, lv TOL~ 7rep2 'TrpotpfJTEtar /Ca2 
1'V)'XcLVUV Karu p.eTOX~V Ti:w 'TrPOftp1JP.£VC.W 'Trep2 ""vx1i~ EmOttxM}C1ETat fJpiv. Strom. I. V. 
Xpu11'oirlmvOlWV. L, c. f. 591 j 1. IV. f. 511. _ 

:1 The Holy Spirit, as something above S 'EptptAoX£JpEiv Tt;> (Jet;> Ka2 lvOUUT~tn9~ 
nature, supen'cning to the original faculties TO aywv 1OIeVpa. De decretis Synodi Nl
of the soul: 'HJlEi!, piv TitJ 'TrfmanVKon 7rpor~ cenro,425. 
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recipiency that the want developes itself, and the want without the re
cipiency would be a self-contradiction in nature. The consciousness of 
sin and guilt, which answers to the need of redemption, itself presup
poses also something am to God, elevated above natural necessity, 
something of the essence of a free self-determination of the spirit, with
out which sin and guilt can have no existence. On both these sides, 
the position occupied by the ancient world was opposed to Christianity. 
On the one side was the moral self-sufficiency,l which exhibits itself to 
us at its highest point in Stoicism -'- the self-feeling from which pro
ceeded the ethical notion of a peyaAmfJVXla, (magnanimity,) and to 
which the Christian virtue of humility appeared to be a sort of self
degradation: on the other side, that point of view which made man 
dependent on natural necessity, and caused moral evil to be regarded 
as something having its ground in such necessity - a point of view by 
which room enough was still left to admit the notion of moral imperfec
tion, but not the conception of sin. In the stoical doctrine both are 
brought together, the Autonomy and Autarchy of the Wise man; and 
the necessity of evil in order to the harmony of the universe. Al
though, in relation to the first of these points, the opposition in which 
the fundamental principle of the ancient world stands to Christianity 
is tempered by the Platonic philosophy; 2 yet it comes forth with so 
much the greater strength on the other side, when all evil. is here 
regarded as something involuntary, is traced to a deficiency of knowl
edge, a preponderance of the natural (of the VA7l) over the rational 
element in man, by virtue of which preponderance thc rational element 
cannot yet attain to a free development. It is true, different stages 
~re here to be distinguished in the development of Platonism, accord
~g as the 'tendency predominates to apply and carry out its specula
tIVe principles with logical consistency, as in the case of Plotinus, or a 
prevailing interest in behalf of religion and morality operates indepen
dently of those principles, as in the case of Plutarch, who so earnestly 
defends moral freedom against the stoical doctrine of necessity. But 
even where this notion of freedom most decidedly manifested itself, as, 
for instance, in Aristotle, who combated the Platonic principle that evil 
implied the absence of freedom,3 men must necessarily have felt em
b~rrassed by great difficulties in endeavoring to apply the notion of free
dom to life. They thought they perceived an unconquerable natural 
temperament of certain tribes, certain great classes among men, who 
had no power of elevating themselves above a very inferior grade of 
moral culture. But even these restrictions could not overcome the idea 
Of freedom in such men as Aristotle. Yet they could be wholly got 
nd of only when the might of evil. in humanity came generally to b~ 
understood to be something not original, but to be first traced itself to 
an original act of freedom; and when a power was introduced into 

.1 The Horatian maxim, bonam mentem terminate character of a man, by whic~ he 
nllhi ipse parabo. is detennined in his judgment;; ~n~ a<:.tlO~s, 
• 2 See on this relation, vol. I., Introduc- is itself a work of freedom. E.. uPXTJ' p.ev 

tlOD. t~ijv, 'TOLOVTO,-, p~ yev£a{}ru, &lO ffCOvn:, daiv. 
8 Thus he understands, that even the de- Nicom. Ill. 7. . 
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humanity, whereby those differences of nature could be equalized, and 
the same divine life could be imparted alike to all. It was only with 
the victory over the nature-principle and over the aristocratic leaning 
of antiquity, that the idea of moral freedom could be completelyestab
lished in its rights, as a power belonging to human nature. 

As Christianity, then, brought about an important revolution in the 
ethical and anthropological views of mankind, by the doctrine of a prim. 
itive condition and of man's loss of it by an act of his own choice; 
so we may add, as another weighty fact, that it placed Anthropology in 
connection with the doctrine concerning spirits (Pneumatology), inas
much as it caused the essence of spirit to be known as the image of God; 
as the common element in man and all ranks of the spiritual world; 
and as lying at the basis and indicating the fact of a common destina
tion; inasmuch as it presented to view, on the one hand, the fellowship 
of one divine life uniting together all spirits in the kingdom of God, 
and on the other, referred back the origin also of the ungodly life to the 
first -act of the self-will of a higher intelligence. This latter fact was 
particularly important as opposed to the pagan nature·view of sin, and 
to all the tendencies which lod men to regard it as something necessa
rily rooted in the organism of human nature, in the union of a rational 
with a sensuous nature. 

Now, while the interests of the Christian faith require the union of 
the momenta here unfolded, - of all that has reference to the need of re
demption, and of all that has reference to the recipiency for redemp
tion; and the severance of these correlative momenta engenders the 
heretical element; yet the greater or less degree of prominence given 
to the one or the other of these momenta, depended partly on the oppo
sitions, and partly on the peculiar character, of the different tendencies 
of the theological spirit, which we have previously described. As it 
respects the former, we may notice in particular the opposition of Gnos, 
ticism. Against this there was no need, as is clear from the represen· 
tation of the Gnostic doctrines, to prove in the first place the existence 
of a schism in man's nature, and of a need of redemption grounded in 
that schism; but on the contrary, as an original threefold difference of 
human natures was asserted by the Gnostics, and a recipiency of the 
divine life acknowledged to exist only in one class of these natures, the 
capacity for the redemption and the power of moral freedom had to be 
demonstrated to belong in common to all. The polemical interest ex
cited by the controversy with the Gnostics was the cause, therefore, 
that many extremely one-sided theories, to which men were afterwards 
led by separating momenta of the Chri~tian consciousness which b~
long together-, did not as yet make their appearance. The hypotheSIS 
of a predetermination of natures endangering moral freedom was there
by kept back. Those passages of the Old Testament, such as related 
for instance to the hardening of Pharaoh, which subsequently furnished 
a foothold for such doctrines, but which were made use of by the GnoS
tics as points of accusation against the God of the Old Testament, men 
must seek to defend against them, and- to show them, that these pas
sages contained a meaning capable of being reconciled with God's love 
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and justice, and man~s indestructible freedom. Thus it belongs among 
the peculiar characteristics of the position which this period held in the 
evolution of the doctrines'of the Christian faith, that, as a general thing, 
men were far from the thought of framing to themselves, out of some 
of the more dark and difficult passages of scripture, -like those from 
which, singly taken, in after times, the doctrine of absolute predestina
tion was derived, - a system to which they would be ready to sacrifice 
all other religious interests and the whole analogy of Bible faith,l but 
went rather on the principle of holding fast to that which they found, 
by comparing different passages of scripture, was the collective doctrine 
lying every where at bottom. On this point, those who took the lead 
in the guidance of the church were uniformly agreed; and it was only 
ignorant, uneducated, and at the same time arrogant individuals among 
the laity, who were inclined to fix on such insulated passages, and run 
into downright extravagances of doctrine.2 

It belongs further to the common ground assumed by all Christians 
in opposing Gnosticism, that while the Gnostics regarded Dualism as an 
original and absolute truth, and the schism as a necessary thing in the 
evolution of existence, necessary to appear at some period in order to 
be overcome, something of which the foundation was laid already in the 
world of lEons ; - the church fathers, on the other hand, were agreed 
in this, that contrary to the Gnostics, they traced everything here to 
the freedom of the creature. The Gnostics were used to propose the 
dilemma; - If the first man was created perfect, how could he then 
sin? If he was created imperfect, we suppose God himself to be the 
author of sin. To this the church fathers, if we set aside what was 
peculiar in Origen's system, were accustomed to reply; - that a dis
tinction should be made between what the first man was in respect to 
his original capacity, and what he was to become by that development 
of this capacity which depended on his own free will. Here we meet 
with a distinction, widely recognized, around which, in the subsequent 
evolution of the doctrines of faith, important differences clustered. The 
distinction between that which is denominated o,~ and that which is 
denominated mTY1 in Genesis, the tlKcJV and the OfLoiCiJo~~' Toii -acoii (the image, 
and the likeness of God) : - the first being what was laid in the original 
~apacities of human nature, and what, inasmuch as it was grounded in 
Its essence, was indestructible; to which were usually reckoned reason 

1 Opposed to this were the henneneutical culty by correct interpretation, two classes 
canons which Irenreus set up against the among the Christians: Ol fLEv ¢povoiiGlv, 
Gnostics; as, for example, that men should cJ~ upa Kmii. U7iOKAiJPCiJOLV 0 -aco~ QV {JO.£L CAul, 
not. seek to explain renigmata per aliud Ov dE -aiA£L OKA1]PVVU· lnpoL de {3iATtOV 7rapi1. 
maJ~s renigma, sed ea, qure sunt talia, ex TOvTOVt; ¢CpofLn:oi 9arn 7rOAML lCat cLM..a ICC
mamfestis et consonantibus et claris accipi- Kpv¢{JaL T~~ ypa9~~ nVTOl~ vO~fLaTa, Kat ob 
nnt absolutiones. Lib. IL c. 10, ~ 1. TCl 7rapCL -roiiTO T~~ vyLoii~ 7riOTCCiJ~ Tpe7rCo{Jat. 
~a1JfpWr elp1]f1iva c;rt};VOCL TCL~ 7rapa{3oAU~, Kd T. VIII. ed. Lomm. p. 299. The p~incip!e 
L? j~r; jWV M;CCiJV 7rOAv9(,)via~ lv uVfL9CiJVOV described in these last words of Ongen, 19 

fL£~r; tv ~/tiv alm'Jf]ocTaL. Lib. II. c. 28, § 3. the !;nme "\\;th one which is laid down also 
. Origen, in his exposition of the passage bv Irenreus: El [VLa Ti:rv t;llT1JfLaTCiJV ava
I? Ex. 10: 27, distinguishes from the Gnos- -a-~aoll£v TtfJ -aCtfJ, Kat ri;v 7riOTLV. ~fLi:rv d:a
bes, who made usc of such texts as argu- I/lVML;OfL£V Kat uKivOvVOL dtafL£vovfL£V· Llb. 
ments against the God of the Old Testament, II. c. 28, § 3. 
and those who sought to remove the diffi-

VOL. I. 52 
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and the power of moral freedom; - the second, the likeness to God 
actually realized by the right employment of these capacities, in 
which consists the image. of God, - but in order to the realization of 
'Which, another principle, besides what is given in man's natural capaci
ties, must supervene, - a principle partaking of the supern~tural,
fellowship with God, without which human nature is inadequate to at
tain to its completion. The important thing here was, the recognition 
of an indestructible image of God in human nature, and of an original 
destination of man for the supernatural, the deep-founded consciousness 
of the essence of human nature, as one which could find the fulness of 
its true essence and the attainment of its end only in the fellowship 
with God; thus the recognition of the correlation, existing from the 
first, of the human and the divine - the recognition of the fact that 
they belonged together. This distinction, however, might be so appre
hended, as to lead to a false separation of the human and the divine. l 

In the next place, the fundamental differences of the theological ten
dencies which have been described by us, would have a special influ
ence in determining the peculiar method of treating Anthropology. 
Those church-teachers whom we have described as representing the 
predominantly supranaturalist tendency, were urged by this their pre
vailing te:ndency, to set in the most prominent light the corruption of 
man's nature and his need of redemption, the power of renewing grace, 
and the contrariety between grace and nature. Montanism, which we 
presented as the extreme exhibition of this fundamental tendency, was 
in truth ever inclined to glorify the divine grace in such sense, as that 
the human element was entirely swallowed up by it, instead of seeking 
to establish the harmonious union and cooperation of both_ Those 
church-teachers, on the other hand, who, as the antagonists of a sheer 
Bupernaturalism, strove after a union between the interest of faith and 
that of reMon, were led by this their own peculiar tendency, to give 
special prominence in their treatment of Anthropology, to human free
dom and self-activity; and thus, in the case of those church·teachers 
who otherwise held a conciliatory position in relation to the Gnostics, 
the polemical interest against Gnosticism could not fail very decidedly 
to manifest itself in the treatment of this doctrine. 

It becomes very important, therefore, that on this point also, we 
should compare together the doctrine of the North-African church and 
that of the Alexandrian 8chool. 

~he doctrine of the North-African church took" its shape from Ter
tullian. He adopted, out of the previous doctrine of the church, the 
idea, tha~ the first man, as he was created by God, possessed all 
the facultIes necessary to reveal the image of God through his moral 
nature; but. that these faculties lay still in a dormant, undevelop~d 
state: TheIr development depended on man's free will. To the m
working of God on human nature there was, by virtue of its purity, as 
yet no obstacle; by fellowship with God, human nature would have be
come more and more ennobled and transfirnred and was made capable o , 

1 In the doctrine concerning the relation of the dona gratnita to the dona naturalin. 
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of'attaining to a participation in a divine, imperishable life, so as to be 
placed beyond the dominion of death. But by the first sin, which con
sisted in man's refusing to subject his own will, but setting it up in 
opposition to the will of GOd,l man departed from this fellowship with 
God, and so became subject to a sinful and a mortal nature. By 
the. church-teachers of this period, these two are united in the 
notion expressed by tjlf)opa, while the opposite term a~f)ap(1;a denotes with 
them at once a divine, imperishable, and holy life - a connection of 
ideas which had an important influence on the systems of faith and 
morals. As the harmony between the divine and the human will resulted 
in harmony through all the departments of man's nature, so the schism 
between the divine and the human will resulted in the schism which runs 
through the whole of human nature. In place of that union with the 
divine Spirit, came the union with an ungodly spirit. The original 
father entailed the spirit of the world on all his posterity.2 

Peculiar, however, to Tertullian was his theory to explain the propa
gation of this original corruption of human nature, - being connected 
with his theory respecting the propagation of souls. It was his opinion, 
namely, that our first parent bore within him the undeveloped germ of 
all mankind; that the soul of the first man was the fountain-head 
of all human souls, and that all the varieties of individual human nature 
are but different modifications of that one spiritual substance.3 Hence 
the whole nature became corrupted in the original father of the race; 
and sinfulness is propagated at the same time with souls.4 

Although this mode of apprehending the matter in Tertullian is con
nected with his sensuous habits of conception, yet is this by no means 
a necessary connection. At the root of this mode of apprehension lay 
a higher truth and necessity, of which Tertullian bore witness as the 
author of the so-called doctrine of the traduction of souls. 

It is worthy of notice, that the same Tertullian, who first brought 
out the doctrine of inherited sin in this explicit form, exclaims
though in a somewhat earlier work, where he takes ground against the 
practice of infant baptism: 5 "Wherefore should the age of innocence 
be in haste after the forgiveness of sin? " 6 

Tertullian was equally penetrated with the consciousness of sinful
ness cleaving to man's nature, and with the consciousness of an unde
niable gQdlike nature in man, in contrast with which it is that sin re
veals itself as sin. This great church-teacher, who in many respects 
~ust be considered as the forerunner of Augustin, is to be compared with 
~m also in this particular, - since without any doubt he had had occa
SlOn to learn from his own experience the resistance of a fiery, violent, 
rude nature to the godlike spirit, and so the opposition between nature 
and grace. . Though we know less about his early development than we 
do about Augustin'S, yet we may infer from his wholly peculiar charac
ter, as it exhibits itself to us in his writings, that it was only after 

1 Electio sure potius quam divinre sen • Tradux animre tradux peccati. 
tentire. I) See vol. I. p. 312. . 

2 Spiritum mundi universo generi suo 6 Quid (estinat innocens rotas ad renus
tradidit. sionem peccatorem. De bapt. c. 18. 

8 De nnima, c. 10 and c. 19. 
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many an inward struggle he could attain to peace; - and the reaction 
of those deep elements of his natural character doubtless furnished 
occasion for many an after-conflict.! But equally mighty was the imme
diate feeling of the underlying godlike principle in his sturdy, inartifi
cial nature. "The corruption of nature," he says,2 "is a second 
nature, which has its own god and father, even the author of the cor
ruption himself; so that goodness, however, still resides also in the 
soul; that original, that godlike and genuine thing, which is its proper 
nature. For that which is. from God is not so much extinguished as 
obscured; for it can be obscured, since it is not God; but it cannot be 
extinguished, since it is of God. As the light, when some object is 
interposed, continues to exist, though it may not be transmitted, owing 
to the density of the object; so goodness in the soul, when suppressed 
by evil, as it is the peculiar nature of evil to suppress it, either re
mains wholly inactive, its light being hid; or' else bursts through in 
freedom, where it is given it to do so. Thus it is that some are very 
good and others very bad; and yet all souls are of the same stock: 
thus, too, there is something good in the very worst, and something bad 
in the very best; since God alone is without sin, and as man, Christ 
alone without sin, since Christ is also God. Thus it is that the divinity 
of the soul, by virtue of its original goodness, breaks out in obscure 
presentiments, and the consciousness of God comes forth as its witness. 
For this reason no soul is without guilt, for none is without the seeds 
of goodness." 

It is a characteristic trait in Tertullian, that, as he laid peculiar 
stress, because he was a Montanist, on the unusual psychological phe
nomena presented in the effects of the new divine life, on the miracu
lous element in the charismata; 3 so too, where he is led to speak of 
man's natural condition, he is fond of bringing up such eccentric 
appearances as the manifestation of a natural power of divination, as 
indications of the indestructible, godlike element in human nature.4 

He was led still further to unfold and to defend these views, not only 
in his controversy with Marcion, who, as we have observed above, did 
not acknowledge the existence of anything originally godlike in the 
soul, but also in his dispute with Hermogenes. On this latter occasion, 
he wrote a work, which has not come down to us, on the descent of 
souls. Hermogenes had combated the theory of a heavenly descent 
of the soul, of the inbreathing into it of a divine particle, by which 
theory the Divine was subjected to a mar, to a stain, since it was im
possible to avoid the necessity of tracing to this soul, at the same time, 

1 Thus we hear him speaking out of the cuiquam, nisi patientia adsideat, provenire." 
fulness of his inner experience, when in his 2 De anima, c. 41. 
work, written in praise of the Christian vir 8 The distinction between that natural 
tue, patience, he says, c. 1: "Ita miserrimns faculty of divination and prophecy a~ ~ 
ego semper reger calorihus impatientire, charisma is stated, de anima, c. 22: Dm
qnam non obtineo patientire sanitatem,' et natio interdum, seposita, qure per Dei gra
suspirem et invocem et perorem necesse est, tiam obvenit ex prophetia.
cum record or et in mere imhecillitatis Con 4 De censu animro. We learn what were 
templatione digero, honam fidei valetudinem the contents of this book from bis work de 
et dominicre disciplinre sanitatem, non facile anima. 
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the origin of evil. 1 He thinks himself bound to suppose in matter,
that inorganic stuff lying at the ground of the creation, - not only 
something akin to the corporeal world which is produced out of it, but 
also something akin to the soul, which was likewise formed out of it. 
The wild motion in it, is that which it has akin to the soul, and which 
lies at the ground of the soul.2 As God, by his organizing influences, 
produced the corporeal world out of the chaoti-c mass, so he formed the 
soul out of the chaotic principle of motion.3 Taking his position on this 
ground of materialism, he hence agreed with Marcion in denying that 
any point of union was presented for Christianity in an original element 
of the human soul akin to the Divine. Evil he derived from this wild, 
chaotic principle of motion, not overcome; just as he would regard 
whatever was hateful in the corporeal world as a remnant of the an
cient chaos. Also in Satan and evil spirits, he believed probably that 
he saw the reaction· of that untamed chaotic power of motion. Souls 
needed the communication of a divine life really related to God, and 
imparted to them by the redemption and by regeneration, in order to 
be enabled to vanquish the evil element growing out of their origin. 
Tertullian defended, as he himself affirms,4 against Hermogenes, the 
free will, as an original property of the soul and indestructible. We 
might thence infer, that Hermogenes regarded the participation in the 
redemption, and in the divine life originally alien from the soul, as not 
conditioned by the self-determination of the free will; that he did not 
consider faith as proceeding from that source; but derived everything 
here alike from the unconditional divine influence and election; and 
he would thus belong among the first advocates of the doctrine of an 
unconditioned predetermination, and of an unconditioned, irresistible 
grace. The logically consistent development of his principles might 
certainly lead to such results; for if the soul, by virtue' of its material 
origin and essence, presents no point of union for grace, there seems 
necessarily to follow, as from the theory of an absolute corruption of 
human nature, such a result from these premises. Yet we are too im
perfectly acquainted with the system of Hermogenes, to be able to 
affirm with any certainty, that such was the connection of his . ideas. 
From the thesis we cannot argue v';'th perfect safety to the antithesis ; 
for it is possible that TertulIian may have been led, simply on the 
ground that Hermogenes denied the original existence of anything akin 
to God in the soul, to maintain this against him, together with all the 
marks and characters belonging thereto, among which he reckoned also 
the free will, without Hermogenes having wholly denied the freedom 
of the will ; just as Tertullian does in fact maintain the doctrine of the 

1. Dum increqibite est, spiritum Dei in in affinity with that spirit, which resided in 
dehctl!-m et mox in judicium devenire, ex the soul. 
Jn~t~na potins anima credatur quam ex Dei 2 The incorporale inconditus motus ma
SPIntu. De anima, c. II. Tertullian con terire. Ad.... Hermogenem, c. 36. 
t~nds, on the contrary, that the soul is de 3 Compo the passage from·~lutarc~•. cited 
nved, not from the spiritus Dei, but from on p. 376, relati ...e to a soul uDltcd ol1gmally 
the flatus Dei; that it was not the essence with the chaos. . 
of qod, but only something imparted im • Ines"e nobis TO aVTC;oV(1l0V naturahter, 
medlately by the Spirit of God - something jam et ~{arcioni ostendimus et Hermogeni 

De anima, c. 21.
52
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free will against Marcion, while yet we do not know that Marcion ever 
denied it.! At all events, Hermogenes denied the natural immortality 
of the soul, and regarded immortality only as a consequence of the 
new divine life imparted by Christ: hence he considered believers 
only to be immortal. All evil- evil spirits, and men who have not be
come partakers of the divine life - were finally to be resolved into the 
matter from whence they originally sprang.2 

Against this doctrine of Hermogenes, then, Tertullian maintained, 
" that the souls, sprung from that first soul which arose immediately 
from the breath of God, are immortal, endowed with free will, in pos
session of a faculty of divination: - evident signs of their heavenly 
origin." 3 

He considered all the part~ and faculties of human nature as one and 
the same work of God, a work good in itself; and everything contrary 
to reason in it, therefore, as but a consequence of that original schism 
which grew out of the first sin. The division which Plato makes of the 
soul into the Myuc6v and UAoyov he was willing to admit; though not in 
respect to the original, but only in respect to the corrupted, human 
nature.4 

To the Gnostic doctrine concerning the different fundamental princi
ples of human nature, according to which they maintained that a hylic 
or material nature could never be converted into a pneumatic or spirit
ual one, and that a spiritual nature could never be converted into a 
material one - to this doctrine Tertullian opposed the almighty power 
of grace and the mutability of the human will. When the Gnostics 
appealed to the declaration of Christ, that an evil tree cannot. bring 
forth good fruit, nor a good tree evil fruit, he replies to them: "If this 
is to be understood 80, then God cannot raise up from the stones child
ren to Abraham; then the generation of vipers cannot bring forth 
fruits to repentance; and the apostle was mistaken, when he wrote, 
'Ye also were sometimes darkness,' and' 'Ve also were once bY'nature 
the children of wrath,' and' Ye were once among these; but now are 
ye washed.' But will the declarations of the holy scripture contradict 
one another? No; for the evil tree will not bring forth good fruit, unle~s 
it be grafted; and the good tree will bring forth evil fruit, unless It 
be cultivated; and the stones will become children of Abraham, if they 
be formed to the faith of Abraham; and the generation of vipers will 
bring forth the ~ruits of repentance, when they have disgorged the 

1 We must here remark, by way ofsupple
ment, that, in Marcion's system, this point 
still remains undecided. For the same rea
sons, as in the case of Hermogcncs, snch an 
hypothesis would pcrfcctly accord with his 
svstcm also, and it would moreover hanno
nize well with his ultra-Paulinism. Bnt the 
prominent phwe which he gives to God's 
paternal lovc, and the manner in which he 
speaks of the arbitrary conduct of the God 
of the Old Testament, accusing him of hav
ing compassion on some, and hardening the 
hearts of others, leave it quite improbable, 
that Marcion ought to be considered as an 

advocate of the doctrine of absolute predes
tination. 

2 Vid. Thcodoret. fab. breret. I. e. 19. 
8 Animam Dci flatu natam, immortalem, 

lihcram arbitrii dominatricem, divinatricem. 
De anima, c. 22. 

4 De anima, 16. Naturale enim rationa{e 
credendum est, quod animre a primordi? Sit 
ingcnitum a rationali videlicet auctorc jura
tionale autem postcrius intclligcndum, ipsl1rD 
ilIud transgression is admissum atque (qu.od) 
exinde inoleverit in anima, ad instar JaDl 
naturalitatis, quia statim in natura: primor
dio accedit. 
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poison of wickedness. These effects divine grace can produce; which, 
of a truth, is mightier than the nature to which the free will within us 
is subjected. As this last, too, is a natural thing and susceptible of 
change, so the nature turns in the same direction as this turns." lOne 
might understand the above remarkable passage, as if even at this early 
period Tertullian would attribute to grace an irresistibly attractive 
power over the corrupted will of man; one might say he asserted the 
freedom of the will only in opposition to the doctrine of a natural ne
cessity, to the affirmation of a complete moral want of susceptibility in 
the case of certain natures; but not in respect to the soul-transforming 
principle of grace. :Montanism might easily result in giving the 
utmost prominence to the overwhelming influence of the divine. power, 
and in reducing the free will to a blind passive instrument. But we 
are by no means authorized by the connection to give the language such 
~n interpretation. For Tertullian, according to the context, is only 
mtending ~ prove, that grace, through its inworking agency on the 
corrupted nature, could, by virtue of the free will, impart to it a higher 
power than dwells in itself, and thus transform it to something else; 
and we are bound in justice to adopt that interpretation which best 
accords with other explanations that Tertullian gives concerning the 
free ,ville It is true, as we have before remarked, that the influence 
of the whole peculiar tendency lying at the root of Montanism must 
have been, to cause that the power of grace should be magnified; but 
even ~fontanism cannot be accused of rending asunder the momenta 
which belong together in Christianity, and giving supremacy to one 
wholly at the expense of the other. Even :Montanism was far from any 
t~ndency to the doctrine of a constraining grace, operating with irre
SIstible power on the conversion of man generally. That it did not look 
upon the agency of grace generally as being of this kind, may be gath
ered from the fact, that it regarded thi8 kind of gracious agency con
nected with bare passivity on the part of man, as an exception to the 
general rule, - as an extraordinary thing; - supposed it to be confined 
~ the prophets. Accordingly we find, even in Tertullian, a passage 
ill which he speaks of such influences of grace, where everything de
pends solely on the divine influence, nothing on human conduct - Buch 
e~traordinary virtues as could be regarded only in the light of free 
gIfts of divine grace, which God imparts to each individual as he pleases.2 

But this very circumstance, of his ascribing the whole to the action of 
grace alone only in such extraQrdinary cases, may serve as a proof, 
that he did not consider this as the general law which governed the 
evolution of the Christian life. And we are by no means warranted to 
conclude from such a declaration of Tertullian, that he was already a 
Montanist when he so expressed himself;-for, in this particular refe
rence, our general remark will find its application, that Montanism is 

.1 Rree erit vis divinre gratire, potentior lorum intolerabilis magnitudo cs.t, ~t. ad 
U.tl~~e natura, habeus in nobis subjacentem capicnda et prrestanda ell. sola gratia dlV!nre 
sibl. hberam arbitrii potestatem, qure cum sit inspirationis operetl1r. Nam quod m!\xl~e 
et lpsa natnralis atque mutabilis, quoqno bonum, id maximc penes Deumj nee ~hus 
l'ertltur, natura convcrtitur. Dc anima, e. 21. id quam qui possidet, dispensat, ut cwque 

:I Quod bonorum quorundam sieuti et rna- dignetur. De patientill, c. 1. 



620 DOCTRINE CONCERNING HUMAN NATURE. 

to be regarded merely as the extreme point of tendencies and modes of 
thinking which were already in existence. 

But a directly opposite view to this resulted of itself from the process 
of development in the Alexandrian church. Accordingly Clement com· 
bated, without meaning to do so, the doctrine of the North-African church, 
having in his eye simply the Gnostic dualism, which represented birth to 
be a work of the evil principle. " How then," he asks, "could the chil
dren have sinned, or fallen under the curse of Adam, when they are 
chargeable with no actions of their own 1" 1 The question here related 
to the explanation of those passages of the Old Testament, which in the 
North-African church were adduced in proof of the doctrine of inherited 
sin. Job 14: 4 - Ps. 51: 7.2 Clement referred such and simil:tr pas
sages to the natural ignorance of man in reference to God and divine 
things, to the power of sinful habits.3 But it by no means follows, that 
Clement did not believe in the doctrine of a fall from a state of moral 
purity. To the Gnostic dilemma,4 above quoted, he opposed the assertion, 
that the first man was not created perfect, but with the capacity for vir
tue ; 5 so that its cultivation and application depended on himself. He 
yielded to the enticements of sensual pleasure in that childhood of his 
being, as it was for him to decide, according to his own free choice.6 

While many Gnostics made the fall to consist in this, that the first man, 
yielding to sensuous appetite, gave himself up to the indulgence of the 
sexual propensity, whereby both himself and his entire posterity came un
der the dominion of the vt..1'/; Clement, on the other hand, regarded man's 
guilt to consist simply in this, that he did not wait for the suitable period 
appointed by God for the satisfaction of that impulse.7 Thus he might 
regard that power of the sensuous appetites over the spirit as a conse
quence of the first disobedience - might suppose, that by the. guilt of 
man the sway of sense became continually stronger, while still, how
ever, it continued to depend on man's will to resist its enticements. 
We perceive the influence of the ideas which had found their way into 
his mind through his philosophical education, in the inclination he 
manifest.~ to refer back evil to the power of sense; and accordingly he 
must refer redemption and regeneration mainly to the end of providing 
a way for the soul to partake of the divine life, by being delivered from 
these foreign elements. "It is not without special grace," says he, 
"that the soul attains to this power of soaring aloft on wings, after 
having laid aside every weight, so as to unite itself with its kindred 
element.~' 8 This was the important thing with Clement, to recognize 
both the need in which the free will stood of assistance, and also the 

1 Strom. 1. III. f. 453 et 469. like Philo, regarded the serpent as a sym
2 Sec Cyprian's collection of proofs from bol of itoow,. Protrcpt. f. 69. _ 

the scriptures of the doctrines of faith and 7 TaXa 1l'OV 1l'poAa{3fnn·or 1'OV /Ccupov T()1I 

morals, Testimonior. 1. III. c. 54. 1l'PtJ1'01T'M.C11'OV. Strom. 1. Ill. f. 466. 'E"L
8 ~vvTJ-8eia it uflapn/Mr. Tar 1T'pwrar ff( v~-81'/C1aV -8urrov ~ 1T'pOa7J/Cov nv tn ViOL 1l'EtpV· 

rtlliC1Wr opflur, /Cal']' Ur t'hov oli ywwa/Cofltll /cOTer, a1l'aTt11l'apaxt9ivTer. L. c. f.470. 
uae{Je£ar Uyet.. Strom. 1. III. f. 469. ' 8 Oli XaP£TO!: uvev 1'~!: i;at.piTov 7ITfpoVTa' 

• Sec ahove, p. 613. • 1'e /Cat cLvicrraTat /Cat uVtJ 1'Wv V1iep/Cu[tiv,CJV 
6 'E1T't~OeLOr 1l'pOr rnv. terijC1£V apfTi;r. a'lpe-rat 1; ..pVX1J, 1l'UV 1'0 {3pi-8ov cL1l'OT1lgeptt. 

Strom. 1. VI. f. 662. teat a1t"ooWoV<1a 1'!f> <1"V)7tl1Ei. L. c. 1. V. • 
6 n~ye1'O e1rL1%piatr 0 1T'air. Clement, 588. 
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fact that grace was conditioned on its efforts, and was designed to meet 
its deficiencies. On this point he thus expresses himself: 1 "When 
man seeks by his own efforts and practice to free himself from the power 
of his passions, he effects nothing. But when he manifests a true zeal 
and earnestness, then he gains the victory, by the accessory power of 
God; for God bestows his Spirit on "\villing souls. But when they remit 
their desire, the Spirit, which God bestows, also withdraws. The king
dom of heaven belongs not to the sleeping and indolent, but the violent 
take it by force." He was too strongly fettered to this dogmatic inte
rest, too little capable of moving out of the circle of his subjective 
notions, rightly to understand, out of its own self, particularly the Paul
ine type of doctrine-as appears, for example, in his remarkably tor
tuous interpretation of 1 Corinth. 1: 21; where the last words, accord
ing to him, are not to be taken as a question, but thus: it was not God 
who made the wisdom of this world foolishness, but it became foolish
ness through the guilt of man.2 

Quite peculiar to himself on this subject, is also the system of Ori
gen. We have observed, that he was attached to a spiritually con
ceived theory of emanation; in opposition to· the Gnostics, who would 
account for the difference among rational creatures, partly by a natural 
law regulating the graduated evolution of life proceeding from God, 
partly by their derivation from different fundamental principles. Origen 
sought to trace all differences to moral freedom. God, as the absolute 
unity, he taught, can only be a source of unity. So far as all existence 
springs from him, the unity of his own essence must reveal itself therein. 
No difference, no manifoldness, can spring from him. It would, more
over, be inconsistent with his love and justice, not to bestow on all his 
creatures the same measure of perfection and blessedness.3 God there
fore is to be originally contemplated as the fountain of a world of spir
Its, allied to his own nature, blessed in their communion with him, the 
members of which were all homogeneous and equal. In the second 
book of his work 7rEpt Urxiiv, he so expresses himself, as if he considered 
not only all difference in the measure of powers and of blessedness, but 
all differences in individual existence generally, as a thing which was 
not original, but which resulted in the first instance from the difference 

1 Quis dives !=atv. C'. 21. act of freedom; Rnd regards, as the final 
2 Strom. lib. I. f. 313. end, the restoration of the original state, and 

n 8 Ritter, in his Christlichen Philosophic, not the complete development of the capa
.d. 1. S. 3l7, maintains, that, ut the founda cities bestowed at the creation. This simply 

~,Ion of Ol'igen's doctrine, lies the thought, is the thought lying- at the basis of his sys
that created spirits in the outset did not aC' tem, - that the rational spirit should main

tually partake of the good and of the perfect, tain. by freedom as its property. the perfec
ut had simply received the faculty for all tion hestowed on it already by the creation; 

~ood. Their connate perfection consisted and, havin" lost it, should re('over it ag-ain 
m. this.:' But sUe'h a thought would cer bv freedom"; - that the fellowship with God, 
}Rtnly lmply the notion of a development die source of all good in the rational cl'cature, 
rom a lower stage! - a progressive and is not coercive, but can he prescrved only by 

graduated movement from the imperfect to virtue of a free appropriation, and can be 
th~ p~rfeet; and it is evident how utterly acquired again only hy the sa~e means. 
~I~ Vlew clashes with the system of Origen. This is among the points. to,?, which es~en
h nge? ?oes in truth conceive the perfec~ as tially distinguish the doctrme of Ongcn 

t e ongmal state; - traces all imperfection from that of Clement. 
to a fall, involving guilt because it was an 
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in the moral bent of the will. According to this, Origen would have 
held the original creation to be one of beings perfectly equal and only 
numerically different; and would have regarded all individual peculi
arities as a consequence of estrangement from God. A very narrow 
conception of the creation, we must allow, viewed in relation to the in
finite being of God; but in a characteristic manner does Origen here 
show how, in opposition to the Gnosticism and Platonism, by which he 
was at other times governed, the Christian point of view, though but 
partially seized by him, predominates in his way of thinking, and how 
he places over against the hypothesis of a natural necessity, the moral 
point of view, as the highest position, by which everything else must be 
determined. l 

Already in Origen's predecessor, Clement, it may be perceived how 
the. pushing to an extreme of one Christian momentup1, the doctrine of 
freedom, seized to the exclusion of the other, - the pushing of this 
doctrine to an extreme, in oppositiop to the Gnostic distinction of na
tures, could lead to such a result as that is, where he supposes it neces
sary to ascribe whatever there was which distinguished the apostles 
from other men, not to a peculiar nature bestowed on them by God, 
but all to the merit of the right direction of their own will. According 
to his opinion, they did not become such, because they were chosen to 
be such by God; but they were chosen to their office by God, because 
he foreknew what they would become by the direction of their own will. 
In proof of this position, Clement adduces the fact, that Judas Iscariot 
was also one among the apostles, that Matthias, in consideration of his 
worthiness, was afterwards received into the number of the apostles in 
place of' Judas.2 It was only necessary to carry out this one-sided 
view, - which was diametrically opposed to the doctrine of absolute 
predetermination and divine decrees, and by which the significance of 
any distinction of nature given by creation itself was utterly denied, 
and everything here derived solely from moral worth, - to its legiti
mate consequences, in order to be driven on from the position of Cle
ment" to the system which Origen carried to its completion. 

It may have been the case, however, that at some later period, Origen 
retracted this hypothesis, as he did many other immature ideas which he 
had brought to view in that work of speculative dogmatism. At least, he 
says, in a passage belonging to a later work,3 that the Son of God is the 
universal brightness of God's glory, but that scattered beams of his 
glory were spread over the rest of the rational creation, since no cre
ated being could contain the whole of the glory of God; in which it 
would seem to be implied, t~at what in the Logos is one and the same, 

1 The importance of the free will as con
nected with all spiritual development OriO'en 
describes in the following words: 'Errt ~v 
TWv uCJp.anJV ou rrapa T~V alTiav TOU av~pcJ
rrov, aA.iI.{L rrn.pa TOVr urrepp.aTLlC.OV~ M}'OV~ " 
p.iv Tt~ lurt {3paxvr Kat p.L/CpO~, 0 De p1r~r 
" de p.rra;v· lrrt ae TWv t/lvxWv KaZ lcp' TJp1; 
Kat al TOtal& rrpa;e~ Kat TO TOWVrov 1]{~O~ 
~v alTtav lXEt TOO piyav TlVU. tlvat ~ flLICpOv 

~ 	lv To'ir p.rraE'V royxavetv. In Matt. T. 
XIII. ~ 26. 

2OUX I'm 1]rrav lKMKTOt YEVOP.EVOl arrouro~t 
KaTa Tt q,vrreCJv LOiCJp.a, lrret " 'Jovoa~ l;eMpi 
uVv aVTo'i~, uAA.' oloin l}rrav arrouroMl rEVe~ 
~at lKMyivTer 1I'por Toil Kat TU. TcA:'1rrpoopCJ,u
vov. 	 Strom. l. VI. f. 667. 

3 In Joann. T. XXXII. ~ 18. 

http:urrepp.aTLlC.OV
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unfolds itself in the rest of the world of spirits into a manifoldness of 
individual natures, of which each reflects and represents the glory 
of God in his own peculiar way, so that only the collective sum of all 
these individuals would correspond to the glory of God in the Logos. 
This must doubtless have been the case, if Origen had clearly opened 
out to his own mind all that is contained in the thought which he ex
pressed; but it may be questioned, if he ever did this. He seems, 
in one passage of the same commentary on John from which the passage 
just alluded to is taken~ to consider it as the final end of this evolution, 
that all the rational beings conducted back by the Logos to a perfect 
communion with God, would have but one common employment, - that 
of the intuition of God; and that, fashioned through the knowledge of 
the Father, they would know as completely what the Son is, as at pre
sent only the Son has known the Father.! But since, according to the 
system of Origen, all things are, by that final consummation,2 to be 
once more restored to their original condition, it seems to follow, accord
ing to the same system, that such a state of equality and unity was the 
one which originally existed. . 

Origen argued still further: God alone is by his own nature good; 
all created beings, on the contrary, are, and continue to be, good only by 
virtue of their fellowship with the original fountain of all good, the Lo
gos. As soon as the desire arises in any rational being to be something 
for himself, evil exists. ""'nat has become goodness," says Origen,3 
"cannot be in like manner good as that which is goodness by its own 
essence. It can never be wanting, however, to him who, for its preser
vation, receives into himself the so-called living bread. 'Vhoever fails 
of obtaining it, fails by his own fault; since he neglects to partake of 
the living bread and of the true water, wherewith, nourished and 
refreshed, the wings grow." 4 Evil is the only thing which has the 
ground of its existence in itself, and not in God. 'Vhic~, therefore, 
generally, is grounded in no being, but is nothing else than an estrange
ment from the true being, that which has only a subjective and no ob
jective existence, that which is in itself nothing.5 Hence he says: 

1 In Joann. T. I. § 16. See also the pas-
8~ge in Matth. T. X. § 2. f. 207 : " Then the 
nghteous will no longer shine in different 
,!,ays, as at the beginning; but all will shine 
hke one sun in the kingdom of their Father." 
Matth. 13: 43. (Ton: fL{i)..tCTa ol OiKatot'M.fL
~ov(nv oVKen Otatpopc.Jr, cjr KaTa Tar apxar, 
UItAa rruvnr elr 1JUor.) Yet this passage of 
Origen could be understood as referring 
barely to an equality of mornl condition 
and blessedness. 

2 The urrOKaTaCTa(Jlr. 
8 c. Cels. 1. VI. c. 4k . 

d "An allusion to the Myth in Plato's Phre
rus respecting the wings of the soul. 

6 To Plato's metaphysical idea of fLr, OV 
(a~cording to which, if we get a clear notion 
of ~t, evil is necessary as a limit to the evo
Intlo~ of life; and, consequently, the idea 
of ev11, as to its mornl import, is virtually 
annUlled,) Drigen gave more of a moral 

significance. The fl~ OV here is, according 
to his view, rather privative than negative. 
See in Joann. T. II. § 7: Ol fLf:Texovnr 
10V OVTDr, fLETixovcl oe ol aYLOl, EVMYc.Jr uv 
OVTEr Xp1lfLaTi,OU:V' ol & CzrroGTpaq,ivnr rnv 
Toii OVTOr fLETOx1JV, TiiJ EGTEp1!a{)al ToV OVTO~, 
yryovaclv OUK Qvnr. Hence I cannot ad· 
mit at all the correctness of what Ritter says 
in his Geschichte der Christlichen Philoso
phie. Bd. I. § 524, -concerning Drigen's 
theory: "A limitation of this sort, in which 
created spirits originally exist, might per· 
haps be regarded by Drigen as an element of 
evil or impurity in them, since he considered 
evil genernlly to be simply a defect of /?ood
ness." Such f} "iew is wholly at vanance 
with the theory of Origen, who tho~ght it 
of so much importance to de.finc eVIl as a 
thing which has. its .grou~d III no naturnl 
necessity but WhICh IS derIvable only from 
an act of' the free will. The notions of im· 

http:EVMYc.Jr
http:Otatpopc.Jr
http:OiKatot'M.fL
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"'The assertion of the Gnostics, that Satan is no creature of God,! has 
some foundation in truth; namely, to this extent, that while Satan is 
indeed a creature of God in respect to his nature, he is not so as 
Satan." 2 

The will of the spirits, who were enjoying the blessedness of a divine 
life, having become estranged from God, the original unity was now dis
solved; a disharmony arose, which could only be restored back to unity 
after a long process of purification and culture. The soul of the world 
is nothing other than the power and wisdom of God, which is able to 
combine these great moral differences into one living whole, and which 
pervades and animates the universe, subjecting all dissonances to a 
higher law.3 . 

The corporeal world was brought into existence and constituted with 
a view to this end, that the spirits which had become incapable of the 
purely spiritual, divine life, might be brought to a consciousness of 
their estrangement from God, and of their culpable misery; that the 
craving might be awakened in them after a restoration of their fellow
ship with the divine Fountain of Good; that they might become more 
and more purified by conflict. The matter lying at the ground of the 
corporeal world is the undetermined element, destitute of all proper
ties, which receives first, from the plastic hand of Omnipotence, a cer
tain form and pressure, and that, varying according as bodies of a 
higher or lower order, ethereal or more gross, in manifold gradations, 
are formed out of it.4 Thus arise manifold gradations, from the spirit
ual to the sensuous, corresponding to the different stages of fallen 
beings.s There exist intelligences, which were UI,lited in a freer man-

perfection and of moral evil are, according 
to his doctrine, to he carefully distinguished. 
God, it is true, is the holy, good being, in a 
sense in which no creature can be so called 
(see T. II. in Matth. § 10); but moral evil 
is not an original element, but is to be tracell 
only to a voluntary apostacy from God. 
The fl1J OV is not to be considered as a defect 
cleaving to creaturely existence, but as a 
volnntary alienation from the wv. 

1 See Part II. 
2 In Joann. T. II. § 7. 
8 IIep2 cipxWv, 1. II. c. 1. 
• In the lvVAor KOrJflor is to be distinguished 

vAll lying at the ground, and the MrOr 0"oa
uWv T7jv VA1]v. In Joann. T. XIX. § 5. 

6 We here encounter a difficult question; 
viz..wh~ther Ori!7en supposed, that from the 
begmnmg the vA'IJ ~lso was brought into 
eXIstence, together wIth the world of spirits 
as a necessary limit for the creature so that 
the creature}y spir:it must of nece~sity be 
always prOVIded wIth a material organiza
tion, which. corr~sponding only to the stage 
of moml perfectIOn, would be of a higher or 
lower order; or, whether he fraced the first 
origin of matter, and of the material world 
itself, to the fall. If we con~ned ourselves 

the former position as the doctrine of Origen. 
The remarkable passage (1. II. c. 2. § 2) runs 
as follows: "Principaliter quidem creatas 
essc rationales natums, materialem verO 
substantiam opinione quidem et intellectn 
solum separari ab cis et pro ipsis vel post 
ipsas effectam vidcri, sed nunquam sine ipsa 
eos vel vixisse vel "h·ere." From this, we 
should be led to represent the subject as 
Ritter understands it; namely, that the 
conception of matter arises simply from an 
abstraction of the sum total constituting the 
creaturely existence; tbat it is notbing else 
than the objective conception of the limit of 
creaturely existence, of that which forms the 
boundary of individual existcncc, - just as 
the Platonists tl1ught, that the conception of 
matter could be apprehended only by the 
Myo~ vO{Jor. And it is very certain, that 
the antithesis between body and spiri~ vnnfishes, to our apprehension, if we thlllk 0 
the manifold gradations in the attributes or 
properties stamped on the VA1], and by ab
straction go back to the undctermincd some
what which lies at the ground of all these; 
pivELV TO VAt"Ov, TWv rrowTiJT(,w fleTfl(3a')Jnv
aWv eir arp{}apaiav. In Joann. T. XIII. §?9. 
This would harmonize with his doctnne 

to a passage in the work 7rep'l apxWv, we concerning the transfigured organization 
should be under the necessity of considering after the resurrection, which rests doubtless 
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ner with an organic form of higher character, for the purpose of co
operating with and assisting the other fallen spirits, - those intelligen. 
ces residing in the planets,l which administer a painful service of love, 
yearning after the time of the universal restoration, when, lightened 
of this burden, they should be raised once more to a state of existence, 
emancipated and delivered from all that is sensuous; - the earnest 
expectation denoted in Rom. 8: 19.2 According to Origen's doctrine, 
these higher intelligences owe it to their own free will alone, to their 
own merit, that they occupy this elevated rank in the creation; that 
they are united in this freer manner with the corporeal world, and 
have received such an organization of higher, transfigured, more ethe· 
real mould. The question may now arise, did Origen regard these 
beings as those which had no share in the first fall, but, by reason of 
their unalterable fidelity to the Creator, had entitled themselves to this 
place in the universe? In this case, he would suppose that, by virtue 
of the free direction of their own will, some among the rational exist
ences had persevered in goodness, others swerved from it; but that 
those also who had remained steadfast must enter into some sort of con· 
nection with the corporeal world, - not as though they were bound to 
do so, but because they chose to subject themselves to this connection, 
in order to subserve the good of the other fallen beings. Hence the 
more do they long for that period when, the end of the universal purl. 
fication having been attained, they too shall be released from this bur· 
densome service. Or perhaps - and the doctrine set forth in the work 
1n:p~ apxcjv is certainly more favorable to this view of the matter
Origen considered these intelligences, not as those who had remained 
Wholly unaffected by the general defection of the creaturely existence, 
but simply as those which had taken the least share in it, and which 

o~ the same general foundation, and with 
hIS· doctJine concerning the transfigured, 
ethereal bodies of the angels j TU Ti:JV uyyi
M.lv (Jwflam aMipla Kat a{'yowje~ tpWr. In 
Matth. T. XVII. ~ 30. And to the souls of 
the planets, he ascribes a l1wfla aUUplov KaL 
ICa~apwmTOv. De orat. c. 7. In this case, 
'We must, with Ritter. consider that mode of 
ex~ression as a strictly scientific one, to 
'WhIch everything else in the sense of Origen 
should be • referred. 'Vhere, on the other 
ha~d, he speaks of a production of matter 
'WhIC~ ensuedat some later period, it must be 
explamed as a case in whieh he descends 
from the strictly scientific position, and nc
~m~odates himself to a mor~ popular mode 
o ~thInking -leaves the position of the 
YVc.J(1tr for that of the 7ril1Tl~. But we very 
muc.h doubt, whether we are warranted to 
ascnbe to Origcn a speeulative theory of this 
s~~, so rigidly carried out, and uniformly 
a ered to. 'Ve cannot believe there is 
~ny good reason for explaining all his asser
~ons belonging to a later period, and seem
Ing to. contradict what is here affirmed, 
accor~m!f to the theory set forth in the work 
'f'rEp2 apxc.JV j for it is plain, how - in the 
case of a man in whose mode of thinking 
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speculative elements, borrowed from other 
quarters, and derived from Christianity, 
came together - he might easily be led to 
retract, at some later period, many things 
which he had presented in this first essay 
at a speculative system of doctrines. In 
this work itself, he rather puts down the 
matter as problematical, than decides on it 
with confidence. In Joann. T. I. ~ 17,
where indeed he also expresses himself, not 
in a positive manner, but in the form: uvay
l(aiov £7rll1iijl1at el, - he distinguishes from 
every corporeal existence, even from every 
free conpeetion with an organization ot 
transfigured mould. an aii;W~ 7rUVT~ lCal Ul1W
paiO~ ~c.J~, as the original one. And, in 
Joann. T. XIX. ~ 5, he opposes this later 
formed corporeal world to the KOl1flO~ v01JiOr, 
subsisting alone: 'AAMl KaL /) OeLKvvp£vor 
"Ol1pO~ v".u(O~ y£voflEvo~ 13m iOVr Oe1J19§vrar 
rij~ /:vVAov ~c.Jij~ i07rOV~ pEv fxet Otaf?opovr, 
O'lTlVE~ on 7rUViE~, iJ~ plv 7rPO~ 1U aii?..a Ka! Tel 
ul1wpam, KUTc.J ell1lV, OV T0l10V TifJ T07rctJ Ol1OV 
Tij 7rpO~ 1" uopara (11JYKP;l1~'. A"nd he .says, 
that the formation of the "Ol1~ £VVMr IS de
scribed not without reason as a ICaTa{3oAlJ. 

1 See above, p. 392. 
2 See e. g. de Martyr. ~ 7. 
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then, by virtue of this their direction· of will, whereby, at least, they 
distinguished themselves from the rest, obtained this position in the uni
verse. But if this is his train of thought, Origen takes away from free 
will with one hand, wha~ he gives to it· wi~h the other; for, in this 
case, the free will no longer constitutes the difference between the 
beings who persevered in goodness and those who fell from it, but only 
between those who deviated to a greater or to a less extent; and moral 
evil appears in this case as something necessary in the creaturely ex
istence, - at least in a certain degree,-as a necessary point of tran
~~ . 

We see before us only a fragment of the great course of the world, 
which embraces in it all moral diversities, together with all the conse
quences thence resulting, up to their entire removal at the general con
su~mation : - hence our defective, limited Theodicee.1 

From the doctrine of Origen it necessarily followed, that human 
souls were originally the same in kind with all higher spirits; that the 
difference between the former and the latter, and between the former 
compared with each other, proceeded only from a diversity in the moral 
bent of the will of the several individuals; that accordingly all souls 
are fallen heavenly beings. All consciousness in time, which moves be
tween the antithesis of subject and object, and the understanding which 
is directed to things finite, only grew out of the estrangement from 
that unity of the divine life, which is the life of immediate intuition; 
and it is the soul's destination that, after having become purified, it 
should rise once more to that life which consists in the pure, imme
diate intuition of God; or, since the life of the spirit was changed to a 
life of the soul by the quenching of that heavenly fire, that the soul 
should be once more transfigured into spirit.2 

His theory of the preexistence of the soul is opposed to the doctrine 
of the Oreationists, who taught that each individual soul is formed by 
an immediate creative act of God - a doctrine which seemed to him 
irreconcilable with the love and the justice of God, which extend equal
ly to all his creatures - and also to Tertullian's traduction system
a doctrine which he regarded as too crass and sensual. That he might 
hold on upon his peculiar speculative theory concerning the origin of 
souls without seeming to interfere with the doctrines of the church, he 
insisted, as he had done in defending his theory of a creation ante
cedent to the creation of this temporal world, that these were points 
which, by the church doctrine, had been left undecided. 

But on the doctrine concerning an adherent corruption of human 
nature, he could express himself precisely after the same manner with 
the teachers of the N orth·African church; he could speak of a mystery 
of the birth,! owing to which every individual that comes into the world 
needs puri~cation; ~nd in defence of this he might appeal to the same 
texts of scnptur~ which were adduced by others in support of the doc

1 Romit. IV. in Jes. +1. tpvm lCaTop-{}c.r{}e'laa Ylll£1'aL lIoV!'. II. apX· 
2 TIapa r1JV cl.rrOtrTLJ/l"tl/ lCa2 ~11 'l/Jv;tv ~ I. II. c. 8. Compare the similar view or the 

urro Toii {~v TiiJ TiVeVp.aTL yeyovev '" viiv yevll- Gnostics above. 
l'e))'1/ 1jJvxiJ' voV!, rrWr ovv yeyove tJrom, leal 8 MvcrrfJptoV Tiir YE1leaeLJ!'. 
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trine of original sin. He had only to trace this condition of human 
nature to another source; namely, to the personal guilt of each fallen 
heavenly spirit, in anearl~er state of existence. And consequently 
this corruption could not, according to Origen's theory, be the same in 
all; but the degree of it depended on the degree of the earlier guilt. 
Although he considered Adam to be a true, historical person, yet he 
could regard him in no other light than as the first incarnate soul which 
had fallen from the heavenly state of existence. Like the Gnostics, he 
must ~ive a symbolical explanation to the narrative concerning Para
dise; which he represented as the symbol of a higher spiritual world, 
Adam being the type of mankind at large, of all fallen souls. l 

In his work m:pL clpXWV, Origen - agreeing here too with the Plato
nists and with many of the Gnostics - had admitted the doctrine, at 
least, as one which could not be directly disproved, that fallen souls 
might, through total degeneracy, sink down even to the bodies of 
brutes.2 But as his system differed essentially from the N eo-Platonic, 
in giving predominance to the moral, teleological point of view peculiar 
to Christianity, he must have been ultimately led, as this point of view 
became more clearly fL~ed in his mind, to reject altogether the doctrine 
of suell, a transmigration of souls, as being inconsistent with that end of 
purification which presupposes the continuance of conciousness.3 His 
doctrine, answering to the ethico-teleological point of view, concerning 
the process of the soul's purification prosecuted to the result of its final 
restoration, forms rather the direct opposite to the hypothesis of a dr
~le of metemps!Jchoses, which grew out of the predominant habit of judg
mg spiritual things after the analogy of Nature.4 

. Origen, like the Gnostics, placed in man's fallen nature three prin
CIples, the 'aapKlK.OV, the 1jJvXlK.Ov, and the 1rVt:Vp.aTtKo,,; and also supposed 
three different stages or positions of human nature corresponding to 
these principles. But he differed from them in one essential point. 
As he acknowledged all human souls to be the same in kind, so he held 
that each and everyone of them is possessed of the same principles; 
and consequently he represented the different stages as resulting, not 
from any original difference of natures, but from the predominance of 
SOllie one or other of those principles occasioned by the different bent 
of the will. The spirit (7rVevp.a) is the highest element in man's na
tUre, that which is immediately divine, that whereby man is connected 
with a higher order of things - the organ through which alone he is 
capable of understanding divine things. It is not liable to be affected 
by. sin, or to be corrupted or alloyed by anything foreign. Nothing 
evil, nothing but what is divine, can proceed from it.5 It can retire 

1 c. Cels. 1. IV. § 40: OilX oVT(')~ 7rep~ lv~ 
TlVO~, tJr 'TrE'PL OMv TOO ytvov~ mVTa tpuaKOV
T;:: ToV ihlOV MyOV. It is reconcilable with 
t IS, that Origcn, in speaking of Adam on 
other occasions, expressed himself wholly 
?fer the manner of the church, as in Joann. 

. I. ~ 22; T. XIII. ~ 34. He might un
derstand the language in his own sense, 
especially in homilies, where the gnosis did 
not properly belong. Hom. XlV~ in Jerem. 

2 See the Greek fragment 7r. cZpX. 1. I. 
Orig. ed. de ]8 Rue T. I. f. 76. 

3 See c. Cels. 1. III. c. 76, II. 16, in Jerem. 
where he speaks of metempsyc.hosis i!1 a 
parabolical sense, carefully guardm~ agamst 
the misconception which would arISe from 
taking his language literally. 

f [Von vorherrschender Naturanschauung 
ausO'ehenden Annahme.] 

5~AVe7rlOeICTov TWv XEtpOvc.JV T~ 7rVtVfU%. In 
Joann. T. XXXII. t 11. 

http:XEtpOvc.JV
http:1jJvXlK.Ov
http:aapKlK.OV
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wholly out of view and become dormant only through man's guilt,
only where it is hindered from revealing itself and from acting by the 
predominance of sense, of the lower faculties of the soul, of the worldly 
temper. In what the Apostle Paul says concerning an opposition be
tween the works of the flesh and the works of the spirit, Origen finds a 
confirmation of his opinion - since he refers the latter to the spirit in 
man, as contrar-distinguished from the flesh, - the active principle in all 
that is good.1 The reaction of the inward presentiment of God and of 
conscience against ungodliness, he derives from this 1rVeV/Ul. There is 
here revealed a commanding, judging, punishing power, superior to the 
soul itself.2 Those men in whom the soul surrenders itself entirely to 
the guidance of this 1rVtVfla, those in whom this faculty is predomi
nant, are hence denominated spiritual men, 1r1IEVflaTlICOt.3 In tho case 
of such, the true saints, the unity of the whole life is grounded on the 
fact of its being determined by this TrVevfla, - this is the governing prin
ciple of their whole life. Living in the spirit, all they do and suffer 
proceeds from this - it is this which gives their conduct its true im
port and significancy.4 From this point of view, Origen ought to have 
been led to see, - for it seems to lie at the basis of all that is here 
said, - that it is by this unity grounded in the godlike alone, the essence, 
the destination of human nature can find its completion, its fulfilment, 
- that the true end of man consists in this very thing. Yet he says, 
that where Paul opposes the TrVEVt-taTtlCOr to the '¢VXlICOr (1 Cor. 2: 14, 
16,) he describes the latter only, and not the former, as men; -since 
man consists of body and soul, but the TrVEVflaTLKo~ is more than man.s 
And this form of expression is not a mere isolated exaggeration, pos
sessing no farther significance in relation to the fundamental principles 
of his theology; but it stands closely connected with that ground-ten
dency described by us above, by virtue of which Origen, both in theory 
and in practice, was inclined to regard the godlike not as the truly hu
man element, but as something superhuman, - a tendency in which we 
recognized the reaction of a principle belonging to the old world,6 
which remained yet to be vanquished by Christianity. And connected 

1 Ta KaWl1Ta ICaprr02 Uyovrat elvaL roii 
1rVeVflaTor, ovx c:,~ uv o[1]1ge'TJ Ttr, Toii ayiov, 
Qlla TOV avrfpwrrov. 

2 In his commentary on Romans, 1. II. 
where Origen refers what Paul says con
cerning conscience to the workings of this 
1rV£vfla, he expresses himself, according 10 
Jerome's.translation, as follows: Quia ergo 
mntam eJus video Iibertatem, qUill in bonis 
9uiden;t gestis gaudeat semper ct exsultet, 
10 malls vero non arguatur, sed ipsam ani
mam. cui cohreret. reprehendat et arguat, 
arbitror, quod ipse sit spiritus, qui ab apos
tolo esse cum animo dicitur, velut preda
gogus et quid am sociatus et rector, ut earn 
de melioribus moneat vel de culpis castiO'et 
et arguat. Ed. Lomm. T. VI. p. 107. b 

a Ov Kara fltTOX1JV E1rtKpaToVaav XPTJt-taTL'et 
~ 1rVevflaTt/(6~. In Joann. T. II. § 15. 

• 'O~ yap /) aytor ,~ TrVeV/UlTt, 7rOOICaTUp

XOVTt Ti:Jv tv Ti;> WV Ka2 7rf1,(r,,~ rrpa~e(,)~ Ka2 
tV;r,,~ Kat TOV rrpDr rfew VflVOV, oVr(,)~ 7iUV 0, rt 
rror UV rrotij, rrote'i TrVeVflaTL.. w..A.il K{iV rruaX9, 
7ruaXeL1rVevflaTL. In Joann. T. XXXII. +11. 

6 'Hfle'i~ ),up oil flUTTJV avrOv [the Apostle 
Paul] !f>afltV Errt roil TrVEVflanKov fl1J rrpor
re{J£lId:vat TO tlvrfp(,)rro~, Kpe'irrov yiip fj uv
rfpCJrro~ 0 1rVEVflaTtlCo~, ToV nTOl EV t/lv;rij 1i tv 
aWflan 1J EV avvaflf/>oTipotr xapaKTTlpt'Ofdvov ' 
oiIXt oe Kat tv Ti;> ToVr(JV rfewripftJ, TrVeVt-taTt; 
L. c. 'r. II. +15. 

6 Thus Aristotle (Ethic. Nicomach. X. 7) 
places the contemplative life as the divine, 
answering to the godlike in man, above the 
practical, which he considers to be the purely 
human: tl -f)etov 0 voV~ rrpOr TOV ci.vrJf(,)1rC1!" 
Ka2 0 KaTa Toiirov {3io~ -f)e'ior 7rpOr TOV avrfplJ
1rtVOV {3LOV, and yet he says of the vo-iir: ToVrO 

pJi).urra avrJp(,)rror. 
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with this severance of the 'frVeVpa from the 1JmxfJ, as the purely human 
element, is his doctrine, that those in whom the 1JmxiJ surrendered itself 
to the guidance of the 'frVevpa, would persevere in the unity of this exist
ence animated by the 7rVeVpa, and rise in the perfected state of their 
essence, when thoroughly penetrated by the 1rveVpa, to a higher life af
ter death; but those in whom the ..pvxiJ always resisted the 7rVevpa, would 
after death be forsaken by the latter, which would return to God from 
whom it came, while they themselves, separated from the 7rVeVpa, woul4 
be given up to woe; 1_a d9ctrine which it is very difficult to reconcile 
with Origen's idea of a purifying process going on after death, and of 
the universal restoration as the final end of all things. For the rest, 
he ascribed to this 7rVeVpa - as we might presume he would do, from his 
idea, already unfolded, respecting the relation of the rational being to 
God,-no autonomy-no independent self-subsistence, but regarded it 
as the organ destined to receive into itself and to represent the workings 
of the Divine Spirit. The 7rVeVpa in man can be active, according to his 
doctrine, only by being connected with the Divine Spirit.2 

As Origen, then, supposed a threefold division of human nature, so 
he distinguished three different stages of moral development; accord
ing as the 7rVeVJ1.a, the 1pvxiJ, or the GupE, predominated. The second stage, 
where the personal I, estranged from God, is uppermost, and at the 
same time there may be a certain dominion over sense, - where the 
soul follows its egoistic inclinations, - is the stage of a certain merely 
worldly cultivation, of an intelligent Egoism, where no enthusiasm for 
moral goodness impels the man, nor yet does moral evil break out into 
any rude expressions, - where the man, as Origen expresses it, is 
neither cold nor hot. This stage does, it is true, in itself considered, 
hold the middle place between the two others; yet it might be asked, 
from which point the way is easiest to attain the divine life. Origen 
brings up the question, whether the (1aplCtK6~ (the carnal man) might not 
be more easily led than the ..pvXLIC~ (the spiritual man) to conviction of 
~in, and thereby to true conversion.3 Connected with this is Origen's 
l~ea, that as a wise physician will sometimes cap forth the elemen~ of 
dISease lurking in the body, and by means of his art cause other disor
ders to arise, that so these elements of disease which threatened to de
s~roy the entjre organism may be expelled; so God places men in 
SItuations where the evil lurking in their nature is called forth to open 
activity, in order that they may be thus brought to the consciousness 
of their moral disorder, and of its destructive effects, and so be the 
more easily and radically healed.4 In this sense, he explains the 

1 We can here cite passages only from 2 In Matt. T. XUI. ~ 2: "ETepOli elvru T3 
'\Vor~s which have been preserved to us in TOV {}eoiJ 7rVevp.a, IC~V tv .qpiv ti, 1rapii. TO rrvrop4r tm translations; the fidelity of which, eK(UITOV uv~ptnrov TO I:v aVTi;J; which I~tter 

Owever, on these points, we have no reason he here also distinguishes from the ..pvXT/. 
to suspect. Com men tar. ep. ad Rom. 1. II. 3 ITepL uPXWv, 1. III. c. 4. 
c. 9, p. 108, cd. Lomm. Hic ipse spiritus f See de orat. c. 29, and the fragment of the 
est, gl1i cohreret animnbus justorum. Si commentary on Exod. Co 10: 27 ; in the 26th 
\'ero mobediens ci anima et contumnx fuerit, chnIJter of the 9LMKaMa, nn~ in the 2d \'01. e~d. 
dividetur ab en. post excessum. Commen de la Rue, f. 1 I I. '(lt1rrep em TlVlJV (1lJ(J1lTlIClJV 
taLor. series in Mntth. c. 62, T. IV. p. 352, ed. 1ra{)1JpUTlJV, el~ fJa~o~ TOV, iv', OjjTlJ~ ,elmJ, 

nun. lCeXlJP1J1C6T~ ICalCOii, /) laTpo~ £l~ T7JV I:m9avtLav 

53
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scriptural expression, God hardens the heart, and others of the like 
import. 

Regarding the self-determination of the creaturely free will as the 
original ground of all the diversities existing among rational beings, 
Origen supposed it was likewise this which conditions the whole subse
quent process of purification and development, including all the stadia 
up to the final goal of the restoration. l Accordingly, it is with him an 
important point to define the notions of God's foreknowledge, and of 
predestination as contradistinguished from the doctrine of an eiflaPtdV1l, 

or of an unconditional necessity. He teaches, that God arranged the 
plan of the universe after having taken into view all the different bents 
of will, and all the possibilities of which they were the condition.2 He 
distinguishes, in moral evil, an objective and a subjective necessity. 
Although moral evil, when it once exists, must exhibit itself in certain 
determinate forms, yet it is not therefore necessary that this or that 
determinate evil should be brought a,bout by this or that particular 
individual.s 

It must be quite clear already, from the exposition of Origen's doc. 
trine respecting the relation of the spiritual world to God, and of the 
spirit (rrvtVfUl) in man to the Holy Spirit, (rrvtVfla lJ:ytOV,) how grace and 
free will are, in his system, made to hannonize with each other. In 
conformity-with this, he says: "As the good thrift of husbandry ra. 
quires the coming together of two factors, the husbandman's own activi
ty and the blessing of God; so, in order to .goodness in rational beings, 
there must be their own free will and the power of God, to uphold the 
good purpose.4 But our own free will and the divine assistance are 
both necessary, not only to become good, ·but also in order to perseve
rance in virtue, when once attained; - since even the perfect man 
would fall, if he became proud of his goodness, and ascribed it to him
self, - if he failed to give the honor which is due, to Him who bestowed 
on him all by which he was chiefly enabled both to attain to virtue, and 
to persevere in it.5 

It may be gathered, then, from what has offered itself to our notice 
as the views held in common by all in the Anthropology of this period, 
that not only - as was the case also among the Gnostics - the 
acknowledgment of a Redeemer found its point of attachment in the 
universally expressed need of redemption, but that also --.: which consti
tuted the difference between the church and the Gnostic Anthropology 
- human nature was on no side supposed to be 80 beset with moral 
evil, as to exclude the possibility of a complete appropriation of it by 
the Redeemer. Hence, from the very first, the church consciousness 
developed itself in antagonism with Docetism under all its forms and 

duZ rtvCJv ~apflaKCJv EMtt /Cat lrruf1tarat ~v 2 See the commentary on Genesis. 
VAllV, <pMYflova( ;raAt7rUr lf7rOti:w Kat rJWtm, 8 ' AvuyKT/ lrrrt, raura lA{Je'iV. OVK civftyK1J 
aur /CcU 1l'OvOVr 'll'M:lovrzr CJV d;rt T'tr, oiJTCJr de rJw roiJdt TtVOr. In :Matth. T. XIII. ~ 22. 
o!flat /Cat TOV {hov o[KOVOflt'iv ~v KpVcprov 4, To TOU A.oytKOV uya&ov fLlKT6v lartv t,K Tt 
lCaKlav tlr TO {3fdJor /Ct;rCJPTJKVlav riir 1Jrox~r. riir 1l'poatpEcWA1r aVToiJ /Cat ~r UVfl1rVtDVG1/f
T. VIII. p. 305, ed. Lomm. t9tiar dVVufltCJr Ti;J ru KaAAtara 'll'potA.op£vrt· 

1 Tilv {ftOV £KurrrT/V OlKOVOflt'iv tVX7/V, ucf'o 6 From the commentary on "1'. IV. Philo
pi:Jvra tlr ~v citJtOV aVT1if '~v, ad E;ravaav cal. c. 24. Ed. Lomm. T. XI. p. 450. 
ro avre~oVatov. De orat. § 29. 
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degrees. Thus this anti-Docetic tendency is strongly marked in such 
passages of the epistles ascribed to Ignatius, as, by their stamp of an
tiquity, form a decided contrast to the prevailing tone of these letters. 
It is here said of the Docetre, in an original way: "They' who would 
make nothing but a spectre of Christ, are themselves like spectres
spectral men." 1 And Tertullian says to the Docetm: "How is it, 
that you make the half of Christ a lie? He was all truth." 2 " You 
are offended," says he in another place,s" when the child is nourished 
and fondled in the uncleanliness of its swaddling-clothes. This rever
ence shown to nature you despise -and how were you born yourself? 
Christ, at least, loved man in this condition. For his sake, he carne 
down from above; for his sake, he submitted to every sort of degrada
tion, to death itself. In loving man, he loved even his birth, even his 
flesh." 

In opposition no less to Docetism, which o~jected to Christ in the 
form of a servant, which would receive only a glorified Christ, than to 
the esthetic Paganism, which idolized the beautiful,4 the person of our 
Saviour was represented as being without form or comeliness, as that 
of one whose outward appearance contradicted the glory within; -/a 
notion which was based partly on a passage in the 53d chapter of Isaiah, 
too literally understood, and partly on misinterpreted passages in the 
gospels. ~rertullian says: 0 "This was the very thing which excited 
men's wonder as to everything else in him, when they said, "Vhence 
hath this man this wisdom and these mighty works? The exclamation 
Comes from men who thought they might despise his form." 6 

If we here compare Tertullian with the Alexandrians, we see at once 
the great advantage which the former, from deriving everything solely 
from his own Christian consciousness, possessed over the latter, with 
Wl?ose notions other elements of a foreign culture had been blended. 
His characteristic trait was that of a vigorous, Christian realism. We 
have remarked already, in contemplating the Gnostic systems, what a 
close connection subsisted between the peculiar essence of the Christian 
system of morals, and the views entertained concerning the person and 
life of Christ. The intuition of Christ's life was destined to give birth 
to a new ethical standard, - from this was to proceed forth the pecu
liar principle of the Christian system of morals. But in those cases 
where the ethical principle itself was adulterated by the influence of 
other standards conjoined with the Christian, this corruption reacted 
also on the views entertained concerning the ·person and life of Christ; 
- as we have seen, indeed, in the case of the Gnostics; - and the 
same thing may be remarked in the case of Clement of Alexandria. 
Founding his judgment on that moral system which demanded an abso
lute estrangement from all human feelings, and which made Neo-PI~ 
tonic philosophers, and other ascetics of that period, ashamed of theIr 

I 

1 AvTO, TO OOKEiv OVTE~ uawflarot Kat dat <I See vol. I. the Introduction. 
UOVllCol. Ep. ad Smvrn. § 2. 6 Dc carne Christi, c. 9. . 

2 Quid dimidias· mendacio Christum 1 6 Ncc humanre honestatis corpus fuit, ne
Totas veritas fuit. De carne Christi, c. 5. dum crelestis clnritatis. 

8 L c. c. 14. . 
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own bodies, he was incapable of understanding the revelation of the 
divine life in the purely human form, as it was presented in the person 
of Christ. Instead of the purely human character, he was for the super
human. Christ was to represent the Ideal of estrangement from sense, 
of a life wholly independent of sense; not to be affected by sensuous im
pressions; by wants, as hunger and thirst, by feelings of pain, by agreeable 
or disagreeable sensations - the ideal of a perfect urra~Eta. As the 
Logos became man, he must, in his essence, be superior to such things; 
and so the genuine Gnostio, in imitation of him, should strive, by the 
efforts of his will, to attain to a similar apathy. He says character
istically: "It would be absurd to suppose, that in the case of. our Sa
viour, the body, as such, required the necessary services for its support; 
he ate, not for the body's sake, for this was preserved by a holy power."l 
Now this principle might have led him to a Docetism of his own. The 
contemplation of Christ, as he is presented in the gospel history, exer
cised, however, too great a power over him, - the historical truth was 
a thing of too much weight with him, to allow him to settle down on 
any such position as that. He would only say, that Christ was not, by 
any necessity of nature, subjected to those various wants and affections, 
- but subjected himself to them of his own free choice, out of volun
tary condescension for the well-being of man; - to give a proof of the 
reality of his human nature, so that no room nor pretext might be left 
for Docetism.2 We must, however, do Clement the justice to acknowl
edge, that, along with this distempered element, there was much which 
was sound and healthy in his ethical tendencies, as they were influenced 
by his contemplation of the life of Christ 3 - as, for instance, when in 
another place, speaking against the ascetic contempt of the body, he 
says Christ would not with the health of the soul have restored that of 
the body also, if there ought to be any enmity between the body and 
the soul.4 

With this tendency of Clement, which caused him to overlook the 
purely human element in Christ, the other, which led him, by his exag
gerated notions of the servant-form, to imagine that Christ possessed an 
uncomely person, might seem to stand in direct contradiction; - and 
undoubtedly he never would have arrived at any such view himself; 
but, transmitted to him by the church tradition, he contrived to bring it 
into harmony with his own peculiar bent of mind and habits of think
ing, by applying it in the following manner: - that, since the Godlike 
presents itself in this mean, uncomely shape, men should be led there
by to despise sensuous beauty, to soar by spiritual contemplation from 
the sensuous to the Godlike, which is exalted above all that partakes 

1 'Err2 TOU aCJT7{Por TO aw/UL a1l'aL'TtZv WS' Clement, against a one-sided RScetic ten
aiJp.a Tar avaYKaiar VrrllpC(1lar cl!: dlaP.OvT/V 

oV TO de~coy; ~ • , t" 
>tyel..CJS' uv t'lTJ, l(jJaycv yap Cea rrwpa, VK (LV ut, C C,typa .I' I '"",(l TJ aap" TJVT TTl!:-,

1pV
XTl-r 

Ovvautl avVqOP.lVOV ayl{l. Strom. I. VI. f. 649. lrrtn:ix~cv avrij rqv lXl'tpav dl iryteiar l!fL
2 Accordinglv he sals of Christ: 'A1l'a~ aKlu{CJv (probably it should read, accordmg 

a1l'''~ urra{Hlr ~v, tir ov ovobJ 1l'apcl!:OVtTat to Hervet's emendation, aKcvct(CJv) ; he woul.d 
tUV1J/UL rra~1'/TLKOV, OVTt ljdovT; ovu I..V1l'11. not have taken the hostile aap; under hIS 

8 Compare the remarks in vol. I. p. 279, protection. :;:tmm. 1. III. f. 460. 
on the reaction of the Christian spirit in 
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of sense.1 No one should be misled to admire the beautiful form, and 
so give less heed to the substance of Christ's discourses.2 

This view of Christ's person, as one who appeared in the form of a 
servant, took a different shape with Origen, so as to harmonize with the 
whole connection of his system. 'Ve have sta.ted on a former page, 
how his doctrine of the different stages in Christianity was connected 
with his idea of the different forms of manifestation of the divine Logos. 
The Logos becomes all things to all, in a still higher sense than that in 
which Paul would. say this of himself; and this Origen applied also to 
Christ's temporal appearance. He becomes all things to all men, ap
pears to them in different forms, suited to their recipiency. To some 
he reveals himself in his glory, in a celestial light which spreads from 
himself to hi" word; so that now, for the first time, after having come 
to the knowledge of Christ himself in this higher way, they can under
stand it in the plenitude of its meaning, - nay, in a light which re
flects itself back even on the Old Testament, which now becomes trans
figured in its relation to Christ become known in his glory. To others 
he appears only in the form of a servant, as one without form and come
liness - namely, to those who are unable to elevate themselves, beyond 
the temporal appearance, to the contemplation of the Logos revealing 
himself in it.s Accordingly, the Christ of the transfiguration and the 
Christ without form or comeliness, as men were used to represent him, 
would be nothing other than designations of two different ways ---: de
pending on the recipiency of the subject - of contemplating one and 
the same Christ, whom all were not in a condition to know in his divine 
exaltation. Thus to him it must have appeared necessary that the mass 
of believers should frame to themselves the conception of Christ, as of 
one who appeared without form or comeliness. Their whole view of 
Christ and Christianity, which, at the position they occupied, could be 
none other than it was, reflected itself under this particular form. And 
accordingly he could hq,ve considered the transfiguration of Christ in 
no other light than as a symbol of that higher form of beholding, in 
which Christ presented himself to his more advanced disciples.4 But 
if he regarded particular facts as symbols of universal ideas, or of a 
general stadium in the evolution of the spiritual life, yet he by no means 
denied, in so doing, the objective reality of such facts, which at the same 

1 The words of Clement respecting Christ 
are: 'Ev (Jap'" (ltV uwJn~ (as the rcading-, 
beyond all douht, should be, as may be 
gathered from the following context, and 
from thc allusion to 1m. 53 : 2) Dlf/.nAvJ9fv 
K~ u.(loPQO~, elr; 10 uwJer; K,," U(JiJ/£aTOV T17r; 
l'1ftar; aiTi(Lf: u:rrO{3Ai1mv 1J(lur; DlOUGKCJV. 
Strom. l. III. f. 470. 

,
2 Oil /£UTnV 1,J9iAT/GfV rVTfAc'i xp~(1aGJ9at 

CCJfaTOr; /£opt/lij, iva /£~ Ttr; TO iJpaZov lrratv(;;v 
Kat TO KUMa!" -&av/£u'CJv, (L(piGT1JTat TWV M
"0!'iVCJV KaL Tol!" KaTaMl1rO"uvOl!" (this latter 
'\V~rd offers llere no good sense. It can 
neither mean, - what should be left behind, 
nor what has been left behind. I have scareely 
a doubt that the correct reading is "aTa

{3MrrofLivolr;. Moreoyer, the composition with 
Kam has R for(,c in this connection - the 
looking downward to the ohject of sense, 
instead of upward - U.1'CJ (3Abrav rrpo~ Til. 
t'or/TIL) rrpor;avixCJv, u:rroTi/£v7/TUL TWV V07JTWv. 
Strom. J. VI. f. 690. . 

8 '0 GCJriJp /£iiMOV llaiol..ov Toi!" rrUGt '!raVTa 
'YfV0(lfVO!". tva TOV~ rrUVTar; KEpO~(J1J. In 
Joann. T. XX. ~ 28; and. in respect to t~e 
tlcofold (lop~~ in which Christ appeared, ill 

Matt. T. XII. \ 37. 
• See c. Cels. 1. IV. c. 16, where he says 

of those who received the account of Christ's 
transfiO'urntion too literally and sensuously; 
M~ v~GavTf!" Ttl!" il!" lv I(1Topiat~ N:yopivQ! 
flrra{1o"Ailr " fL£TafLop9iJGfl~ TOO 'I1]GoV. 
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time answered to a more universal idea; - and accordingly that more 
general view of the transfiguration of Christ in no wise precluded its 
historical reality. As Origen was prone to explain away the objective 
into the subjective, so, on the other hand, was he inclined to represent 
the subjective as something objective, - of which we have seen many 
examples. And thus it happened, that the profound idea of the neces
sarily manifold gradations in the views entertained of Christ, were ob
jectively represented by him, as so many different forms which Christ 
assumed in relation to the different positions held by the men with 
whom he had intercourse. As the manifoldness of the forms of revelar 
tion (p.opifJai) in which he presents himself to the spiritual world, be
longs to the essential character of the Logos, so Christ mirrored forth, 
in this respect also, the activity of the Logos himself in his own tempo
ral appearance. It pertains to his peculiar and essential character, 
that he had no unchangeable, determinate form; but appeared, accord
ing to the different characters of men, to some in the lower form of a 
servant; - to others, divested of this form, and in a shape of light, in 
affinity with his godlike nature. Thus Origen explained to himself the 
fact of the transfiguration, and several other appearances in the gospel 
history.! The whole view was closely connected with his notions of the 
stuff lying at the ground of the corporeal world, as something indeter
minate, and which could run through various metamorphoses from the 
higher to the lower.2 . 

The complete victory over Docetism implied the complete recognition 
of the purely human nature in Christ; and this could not be separated 
from the supposition that he possessed a human soul. Yet this particu
lar point did not immediately stand forth clearly developed in the dog
matic consciousness. In the first place it was only the two conceptions, 
the MYO" in his essential divinity, and the af.rp~, from which all the human 
characteristics proceeded, which were clearly separated and distin
guished. True, men must necessarily have been driven, if they were 
disposed to carry through the identity in Christ's person with the hu
man nature, to ascribe to him a soul, also, with human feelings; but 
still all this, as we see in the example of Iremeus, was referred bac.k 
simply to the aap~, the flesh taken from the earth.3 Although th~s 
same father says, that Christ gave his own body for our body, and h13 
own tpvxfJ for our vroxfJ; and we are constrained, in this distinction, to 

1 c. Cels. 1. VI. c. 77: To '1l'apaA.MTTOV TOU tmnsfiguratus est coram discipulis in montc, 
atJp.aror avrou 7l'pO~ roir opi:Jert ovvarOv Kat sed etiam unicuique apparehat seeund~m 
ow. T~:O xpfJa'fov, TOloV1'O tpatvoP.£VOV, orro'lov quod fuerat dignus. Commentar. Senes 
Met EKaar~ {3')Jrruer{Jat. 'I.'his is applied to in Matth. § 100. Ed. Lomm. T. IV. p. 44~; 
the transfiguration, of which he directly says: 2 Ov {Javp.aarOv T1JV 4'vaEt rpE7r17JV ,KIU 
'EXEt Tt Kat. p.varu\fw 0 A.6yor, arraYYEMWv Til" aMotWT1JV Kat 7l'UCT1J" rOWT1/TOf,;, 1JV 0 rexvtT1/~ 
TaU 'I7](l"oV OtaifJopov~ flOpifJilr avaifJipEarJru t7l'2 {30VAETat o£KrlK7JV ore p.£v tXftV 7l'orfrr7]ra, Ka{J' 
T1JV TOU tTetOV A.6yov ~VcrlV, in the sense 1JV AiYETat ro' OVK etX£V eldOf,; ovoe K~' 
already expounded. In perfect llarmony orE: O£ ovrwr evooEov Kat KnrarrA7]KTuc1{v Kal 
with this is the passage which has been pre tTavp.aari;v, cj" t7rt '1l'pOaw'1l'OV 7l'Eaeiv ToV~ 
served to us only in the Latin translation: tTEarUr. c. eels. 1. VI. § 77. 
Quoniam non solum dum formre in eo fue 8 The emotions excited at the approach 
mnt, una quidem, secundum quam orrmes of death are classed under the aVP.{3oM aap
enm videbant, altera autem secundum quam KO~ TiJ" a7l'o yT;" El').7]p.p.ivrJ". Lib. III. c. 22. 
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understand by the term ..pvx~, not life, but the soul; 1 yet he at least 
makes no farther use of this distinction, in other cases, where he speaks 
of Christ as man. Justin seems ·to have applied the common trichot<r 
my of man's nature to Christ, with the following modification: Christ, 
as the God-man, consisted, like every other man, of' three parts; the 
body, the animal soul, (the lower principle of life,) and the thinking 
reason; but with this difference, that in him the place of the fallible 
human reason, which is but a ray of the divine reason, of the A6yor,2 was 
represented by the universal divine reason,3 by the A6yor itself: 4 hence 
it was in Christianity alone that the universal revelation of 'religious 
t~th, a revelation not disturbed by partial, one-sided representation, 
would be given.5 . 

Tertullian was the first to express distinctly and clearly the doctrine, 
that Christ possessed a proper human soul; having been led to this by 
the views which he entertained in general concerning the relation of 
the soul to the body, and by the tendency of his controversial writings, 
relating to the doctrine of the person of Christ in particular. He did 
not hold, like others, to the three parts of human nature mentioned 
above, but supposed it to consist of only two parts. He affirmed that 
it was not a mere animal soul, distinct from the reasonable soul in man, 
which was to be considered as the animating principle of the body; but 
that, in all living things, there is but one animating essence, although 
this, in the human nature, is endued with superior powers; that the 
thinking soul itself, therefore, is the animating principle of the human 
body.6 If Tertullian, then, conceived of but one soul, as the medium 
between the divine Logos and the body of Christ, he must necessarily 
have conceived of it as a reasonable human soul in the proper sense. 
Again, he was engaged in controversy with a Valentinian sect, "\Yho 
taught that Christ, instead of veiling his soul in a gross material body, 
so modified the ..pvx~ itself that it could, like the body, be visible to men 
under the dominion of sense. Against these he maintained, that it 
'\Vas necessary to distin!ruish, in the person of Christ, as in the caRe of 
every man, soul and body, and what belongs to both; that Christ, in 
order .to redeem men, was under the necessity of uniting to himse~f a 
soul of that kind which belongs peculiarly to man; - and so much the 
more, as the soul constitutes man's proper essence.7 

But still greater than the influence of Tertullian was that of the sys
tematizing intellect and the conciliatory, apologetic bent of Origen, in 

T! S~e the words ofIrenreus, 1. V. c. 1. § 1 : 
~ ldL,ltJ all-un:., ').vTp(J~atd,vo,v iJtJi!r T~ ICVfiov 

Kat. ~oavTor T1JV 1/JvX!JV V7rEp Tt.IV 1JI'ETEPt.IV 
fvx~v ICcU T1JV t1UpICa T1JV lavTaV aVTL TWv 
7JP.ETEpIJV t1apICWv. As the thought here is, 
that Christ surrendered to Satan - who 
clail!led a power over man1s soul and body 
- hIS own body, as a ransom for the men 
'Whom he held captive, the word here can 
hardly be understood otherwise than of the 
human soul. 

, The t17rePf'a MytICOv, the ').QyDr t17rEppaTL
/Cor, the ').QyDr ICaTd pipor. 

• Auyuco'IJ TO oMv. 

• Apolog. II. § 10. One might be led to 
suspect, however, that the words, ICal t1wf'a 
lCal A6yov ICal ""vX~v, are the interpolation of 
a some later hand, who would make Justin 
orthodox on this article, since this precise 
definition occurs in Justin's writings nowhere 
else and stands here not exactly in its 
proper place. But we must admit, that the 
first reason is of little force, and the second 
of none at aU in the case of such a writer as 
Justin. . • 

I> Justin is, in time, before Apolhnans. 

6 De anima, c. 12. 

'1 De carne Christi, c. 11, and onwards. 


2 
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unfolding and establishing this doctrine in the church system of faith. 
He did not proceed here upon speculative principles, but upon an analogy 
drawn from the Christian consciousness. As the divine life in believers 
leads back to Christ as its original source, he endeavored to illustrate 
the union of the Logos with the human nature in Christ by the analogy 
of the union between Christ and believers. If believers,as Paul says, 
become of one spirit with the Lord, this is in a far higher sense the 
case with that soul which' the Logos had taken into indissoluble 
union with himself. According to the theory of Origen, it is in truth 
the soul's original destination to surrender itself wholly to the Logos, 
and, by virtue of its communion with him, to live wholly in the divine 
element. Now that which, in the case of other souls, is found to be 
true only in the highest moments of the inner life, - namely, that they 
pass wholly into union with the divine Logos, lose themselves com
pletely in the intuition of God, - was in the case of that soul a continu
ous and uninterrupted act, so that its entire life rose to the communion 
with the Logos: - it became wholly transformed into a divine being.1 

As Origen, again, distinguished, in every man,2 the spirit (7rvwpa) 

from the soul (..pVX.11) in the more limited sense of the word, so too he 
applied this distinction to the human nature of Christ.s Human nature 
in general attains to a moral perfection just in proportion as everything 
in it is determined by the spiritual principle (the 1rveVfla); but this has 
been completely and perfectly realized only by Christ. "If this is so 
in the case of every holy man, how much more must we affirm it of 
Jesus, the forerunner and pattern of all saints, in whose case, when he 
assumed the entire human nature, the 7rVeVfla was the moving spring of all 
the rest of the man! 4 

But, as we have said, it waB a leading point in the system of Origen, 
that in the spiritual world everything depends on the moral bent of the 
will. To this general law in the divine order of the world, he could not 
allow that this highest dignity to which any soul had attained, formed 
any exception. That soul had merited, by the true bent of its will, by 
the love whereby it had remained constantly united with the divine 
Logos, to become, in the manner above described, wholly one with him, 
wholly divine.5 He explained the words in Ps. 45: 5, as referring w 
such a fusion of this soul with the Logos, deserved by its bent of will. 

But here arises a question of some importance in its bearing on the 

1 Ov p.6vov KOtVwvla ID.' £VW(1tr lea2 ava
/Cpa(1t~, Ti;~ EKelVOV -&e6T7Jro~ KeKotvwl'l1Kevat, 
el~ -{Jew pera{3e{J'lKeVat. 

2 See above. 

8 Sce above. 

• In Joann. T. XX}"!I. ~ 11 : Ou r~ 7rVeVfla 

'TOU av-&pw7rov tv ri;J avei)'T/rpevat avrov OMV 
uv&pW7rOV T~ tv aVTi;J otiauae TU Mt7ru tv 
avri;J av&pw7rtva. A dogmatico-ethical re
mark j but which Origen - as oftcn happens 
with him, in introducing his own doctrinal 
and speculative distinctions into the scrip
tures - would base upon a text, from which, 
according to the verbal sense, the remark is 

altogether foreign j viz. the "lrapux&l1 TiiJ 
7rVet'flan." John 13: 21. 

6 II. UpX. 1. II. c. 6. c. eels. 1. II. c. 9 j 
1. III. c. 41_ In Joann. T. I. ~ 30; T. XI~. 
+ 5, where he says, quite in the Plato~IC 
manner: 'H ..pvX~ TOU 'IT/aov Efl7rOAtreVOpev1] 
Ti;J o~ /Coapl:1 £KelVl:1- the K6apo~ V01]TO~, 
TWv LOewv, synonymous with the vov~ or ~he 
i..oyo~ itself - icat 7rUVTa avrov lp.7reptrpxop.£v;t 
Kal xetpaywYoVaa l:7r' avrov TOV~ pa{)1/rroopr
VOV~. In Joann. T. XX. +17; T. III. opp· 
cd. de Ia Rue, f. 226. In Matth. f. 344 et 
423; T. XIII. § 26; T. XVI. ~ 8. COlD
mentar. ep. ad. Rom. lib. I. T. V. p. 250, ed. 
Lomm. In Jerem. Hom. XV. f 6. 
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system of Origen. Had the intelligence which was taken into such 
indissoluble fellowship with the Logos, been affected by the general de
fection and fall of the creature; and did it differ from all the intelli
gences which had in some way departed from that original unity, only 
by the circumstance that, in surrendering itself to the divine Logos, the 
universal Redeemer, it had become not only freed from all the conse
quences of that defection, but elevated to a still higher uuity with God 
than it possessed before, a unity which precluded the possibility of any 
future separation? Or did this intelligence have no part whatever in 
the defection of the others? Was it secured against this defection by 
the steadfast perseverance of its fellowship with the Logos; and by the 
same means did the divine life, which it first received into itself by the 
bent of its will, pass wholly into its essence? It the latter is assumed 
to be according to the spirit and sense of Origen, an important conse
quence would follow in relation to his principle of creaturel y mutability. 
It would be evident, that he did not hold the defection from the original 
unity to be an absolutely necessary transition-link in all creaturely de
velopment; for at least the example of this one intelligence would be 
evidence to the contrary. 

Now when we reflect, that, according to Origin's theory, the VOO£, 

became ""vxft first by the fall, we see no reason, especially as he is care
ful to distinguish, even in Christ, between the 7rVeV/la and the ..pvxn, why we 
are not warranted, according to his theory, to apply this principle also 
to the soul which, by its steadfast bent of will, had attained to that in
dissoluble union with the Logos. 'Ve must suppose, then, that as the 
spirit first became soul by its defection from the original unity, and the 
end of the recovery is that the souls, returning back to the original 
unity, should once more become divested of their psychical being and 
thoroughly penetrated with the pure life of the spirit,l- so this par
ticular soul had, before all others, and in a higher manner than all others, 
already a.ttained to this end, and hence would become the mediatory in
strument of conducting all other fallen souls to the same end. But it is 
nevertheless impossible to retain this view of the matter, consistently 
with the sense and spirit of Origen. For in this case it would all along 
be presupposed, that what in Christ is denominated a soul, is not a soul 
in the proper sense. We must all along assume, that the soul in Christ, 
which had returned baek to the pure being of the YOO~, had made itself 
like to the fallen souls, only in order to their recovery, - had appro
priated to itself an outward veil of psychical being, and entered into the 
contracted sphere and divided being of the psychical life, for the pur
pose of conducting it back again to that higher unity. And in truth 
we might find some confirmation of this view in the language of Ori
gen.2 But when we have once assumed the necessity of such a pro

1 Oil/CfTt /level ""un 1] u(,)&e'iua ""vxn. 2TaXa yap 1] Toii 'IlluoV ..pvx1lEV Tij la~, 
lUTcu., on oiJlc eUTat 1/JVxn. De princip. I. II. TVy;:raVOVaa TeAetCJT11Tt l:v &eiiJ Kat TiiJ 'IT~1JPW
c. 8, ~ 3. So he says, as an encouragement paTt ~V eKeUJev t~e'A1J").v-{}Via, TiiJ a.:reUTU').~at 
to martyrdom: El &i'A0/lEV f!pwv uwaat T7Jv alTO TOO 'lTaTpO~, uvi'Aa{3e TO lic T7J~ Mapl<lC 
1JIvX7]v, iva aVT7Jv u:ITO'Aa{3W/lev Kpeirrova aw~. In Joann. T. xx. 418. 
1JIvXiJ~, p.ctpTIJpilt' u:rro').iu(,)/-'EV a1rriJv. Ad 
Martyr. ~ 12. 

VOL. I. 54 
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cedure in the case of the soul of Christ, which had returned back to 
the pure life of the spirit, the reason grounded in the connection of Ori
gen's ideas immediately disappears, which compelled us to suppose that 
the intelligence which the Logos had received into such a fellowship 
with himself, must also have shared in the general defection of the crea
ture. It is evident now, that Origen might have so conceived the mat
ter, as to suppose this intelligence to be one which from the beginning 
had not become a soul by falling, but which had only assimilated itself 
to the fallen souls by a voluntary humiliation. We should thus be forced 
to the other view, which in many respects would better harmonize with 
the system of Origen. It would now be quite consistent that this intel
ligence, which had ever persevered in the original unity, should, on this 
very account., deserve to be appropriated by the Logos, as an organ 
indissolubly united with himself, for the purpose of extending the re
demption, which it did not need itself, to other beings who were in need 
of it. This view is confirmed when we find Origen distinguishing this 
intelligence above all others, as one which from the beginning of the cre
ation had ever remained inseparably united with the Logos,l- where, to 
be sure, we must understand by the creation, the original one, and not that 
which was first occasioned by the fall. Accordingly, he could designate 
this spirit as one which, free from all contact with the corporeal world, ever 
lived in the contemplation of the intelligible world, (the xO(Jflor v01{ror,) 
the latter being identical with the Logos; 2 for with the defection from 
the original unity, is also supposed, according to Origen's doctrine, some 
contact or other with the corporeal world. Thus Christ might be said 
to be without sin, in a sense in which no other creature could, since that 
intelligence had never been touched by evil.3 Although, by virtue of 
the creaturely mutable will, it was, like all others, subject to be tempted 
to evil, yet since it stood this test where the others fell, it attained, by 
its unalterable submission to the Logos, to a divine life exalted above 
all temptation to evil; and what was originally the work of its free will, 
now became a second nature.4 Yet Origen, in saying this, meant by no 
means to assert, that the soul, when arrived at such an immutable state 
of the divine life, dispensed with the free will belonging to its own 
essence; for so indeed, as must certainly have been his opinion on the 
principles he held, this essence would itself be aIUlihilated. He as

1 Ab initio creaturre et deinceps insepara
biliter ei inhrerens. De princip. 1. II. c. 5. 
, 3. 

!I In Joann. T. XIX. § 5; ed Lomm. T. 
n. p. 188. 

8 In Joann. T. XX. § 25. 
• Quod in arbitrio erat posit urn longi usus 

affectu jam vcrsum in naturam.' De prin
cipiis, 1. II. c. 5, § 5. We ma, now refer 
also to those words of Origen, 10 which he 
expressly guards against a conclusion which 
possibly might be drawn from his doctrine; 
viz. that every rational creature must neces
8arily, at some time or other, succumb to the 
temptation to sin. Sed non continuo, quia 
dicimus, nullam esse creaturam, qUill non 
po.sit recipere malum, idcirco confirmamur, 

omnem naturam recepisse malum, id est 
malam effectam. L. c. 1. I. c. 8, § 3. .AB 
the translation of Rufinus cannot he per
fecUy relied on, we should not venture to 

. make use of these words, to determine what 
was the opinion of Oiigen, unless what we 
would prove from them might be gathc~ed
also from his general traiu and connectIOn 
of thought, as it has been shown in the text 
that it may. But in order to make every 
thing in Origen harmonize, we must sup
pos~ also, that he did not alway~ use. the 
..pvX1J in the same sense, but sometIme.s!n a 
more general sense, to denote the SPIn.t or 
intelligence generally, and sometime:' 1n a 
more limited sense, in contradistincUon to 
voVr or 1rVeVfUl. 
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cribed to this soul, even after the incarnation of Christ, a self-deter
mining power,I- though persisting in union with the 'If'VeVfla, and thereby 
with the Logos. But here, if we examine into the connection of his 
ideas, the question will come up, how, supposing he conceived this soul 
to be one which had already attained to such perfection, he could still 
admit of any human development in Christ, in his earthly existence
how this in his case would be anything else tha~ a mere appearance. 
And yet he believed he could fully receive the entire narrative in Luke 
2: 40, relating to the progressive development of the child Jesus; and 
he considered this progress as having its ground in the free will of 
Christ.2 But there was a similar difficulty, according to Origen's doc
trine, with regard to the earlier, conscious, personal existence of the 
soul generally, in the case of every human development. 

We have to mention one other particular point,. in which the connec
tion between Origen's doctrine concerning man, and his doctrine con
cerning Christ, is very clearly exhibited. Holding it as a general prin
ciple, that the character of the instrument or organ given it as a body, 
corresponded exadly to the work of each soul, which stamped on it the 
form and pressure of its own peculiar essence, he applied the same prin
ciple to the relation between the body and soul of Christ. The most 
exalted of all souls was veiled in the most glorious of all bodies;
only this glory was, during its earthly existence, still hidden - broke 
forth on such individuals as were capable of receiving it only at indi
vidual moments - fore-tokening what should one day appear. By virtue 
of Christ's exaltation to heaven, this body, - a thought perfectly har
monizing with Origen's doctrine of matter, already described as an 
element in itself undetermined and capable of endless modification of 
form, - this .body is now freed from all the defects and limitations 
of the earthly existence, transfigured to an ethereal character, more 
nearly akin to the essence of the Spirit and of the divine life.3 

By this exposition of Origen's theory, one difficulty which must have 
struck reflecting minds in considering the doctrine of the incarnation of 
the Logos, though many never became conscious of it, was removed; 
the difficulty, to wit, of conceiving how the divine Logos could become 
united with a human body; how the purely human nature could be 
transferred to him. This difficulty now vanished, since it was assumed, 
that the Logos did not directly appropriate to himself the body, but that 
he appropriated to himself the soul as his natural organ. Thus it was 
made possible, also, to conceive of everything that belongs to human 
nature existing in Christ unalloyed. But, in place of the former, an
other difficulty now arose; - namely, to conceive how the unity of 
Christ's person and life could be maintained, in this combination with 
a human soul persevering in its own individuality. We have seen in 
what way Origen supposed that it was possible to surmount this diffi-

T 1 By the ft/>' ~p1v ~r Vroxiir. In Matth. 8 See c. Cels. 1. I. c. 32 j 1. II. c. 23; 1. TIl. 
. XIII. ~ 26; ed. Lomm. p. 257. c. 42; 1. IV. c. 15; 1. VI. c. 75, et seqq. 9n 
2 L. c.: '{}!: yap lie ToV it/>' 1]p1v ~r Vroxiir the ubiquity of the glorified body of ChriSt, 

alJroV frv q tv C1o¢ir;: 7rPOIcorrTj "at XCJpm, oVT(')r see in Matth. T. IV. f. 887, ed. de la Rue. 
~a2 tv ~At"Lr;:. By which last, Origen means 
the ~').ucia 7rVropaTLKiJ. 
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culty also. Yet this view of the matter seems to have given umbrage 
to many, and he drew upon himself the accusation from such persons, 
that, like many of the Gnostics, he distinguished from each other a 
superior and an inferior Christ, or a Jesus and a Christ~· or that he 
represented Jesus as a mere man, who differed from other men only in 
possessing a higher degree of fellowship with the Logos, and therefore 
only in degree. l Thus we see here, also, the germ of a controversy 
which reached into the following period. 

As it regards the work of Christ as the Redeemer of mankind, we 
find already in the language used by the church fathers on this point, in 
the period under consideration, all the elements which lie at the basis 
of the doctrine as it afterwards came to be defined in the church
elements grounded in the Christian consciousness itself, and indicating 
how Christ manifested himself to the religious feelings and to the intui
tions thence resulting, as a deliverer from sin and its consequences, a 
restorer of harmony in the moral order of the universe, a bestower of 
divine life to human nature. But on this point no antagonisms were as 
yet presented, by which men would be constrained to distinguish and 
separate more accurately what lay in their conceptions. We, for the 
most part, hear only the language of immediate religious feeling and 
intuition; and hence, in comparing the expressions of these church
teachers with the later doctrines of the church, men were liable to err 
on both sides, in ascribing ·to them more, and in finding in them less, 
than they really contained. 

The doctrine of redemption has a negative and a positive moment: the 
former relates to the removing of the disturbance introduced into the mo
ral order of the universe, the raising-up of humanity out of its schism with 
God ;-the second, to the glorifying or rendering godlike of human nature 
when delivered from this schism. As it respects the first, there was here 
presented in particular a certain peculiarity in the mode of thinking, 
which, as we see it expressed under different modifications in men of 
the most diverse principles and tendencies, - in a Marcion, an Irenreus, 
and an Origen, -we may consider as a more general expression of the 
Christian consciousness of this period. It is this idea: Satan hitherto 
ruled mankind, over whom he had acquired a certain right, because 
the first man fell under the temptation to sin, and was thereby brought 
under servitude to the evil one. God did not deprive him of this right 
by force, but caused him to lose it in a way strictly conformable to law. 
Satan attempted to exercise the same power which he had thus far ex
ercised over mankind, on Christ, a perfectly holy being, meaning to treat 
him like the others, as a man in all respects the same with them; but 
here his power was baIRed, and he must find himself overmatched. 
Christ, being perfectly holy, could not remain subject to the death which 
Satan, by means of sin, had brought on mankind. By him, the repre

1 See the Apology of Pamphilus in behalf siders it necessary to gnard against any such 
of Origen, T. IV. f. 35, and several of the misinterpretation of his doctrine; as, for 
passages above cited, in reference to his doc- instance, in Matth. T. XVI. +8, towards t~e 
trine on the union of the Logos with the end, where he adds: n~v af;p.epw oil AVc.I 

soul in Christ, -in which passages he con- TOll 'I1JGoW a1l'0 ToV Xptaroii. 
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sentative of human nature, the latter has been delivered, on grounds of 
reason and justice, from the dominion of Satan - he has no more claims 
upon it.I Marcion simply transferred, as we have seen above, that 
which in the church view of the matter was true of Satan, to the Dcmi
urge. At the bottom of this whole theory, lies the idea of a real objec
tive might, which the ungodly principle in humanity, that had made 
itself a slave to that power, had acquired, and of a real, objective over
coming of this might, the redemption, as a legal process in the history 
of the world, corresponding to the requisitions of the moral order of 
the universe. We ought here surely to distinguish the inadequate form, 
in which the idea at bottom has enveloped itself, from this idea itself. 

Combined with this negative moment, we find in Irenreus the positive 
one, in which the original picture of humanity is represented in a per
fectly holy life, and in . the communication to it of a divine life, which 
should sanctify and refine it in all the stages of its development. His 
ideas, dispersed through his writings, amount, when we bring them to
gether, to what follows: "Only the 'Vord of the Father himself could 
declare to us the Father; and we could not learn from him, unless the 
teacher himself had appeared among us. :Man must become used to 
receive God into himself, God must become used to dwell in humanity. 
The Mediator betwixt both must once more restore the union between 
both, by his relationship to both; he must pass through every age, in 
order to sanctify every age, in order to restore the perfect likeness with 
God, which is perfect holiness.2 In a human nature which was like to 
that burdened with· sin, he condemned sin, and then banished it, as a 
thing condemned, out of human nature, Rom. 8: 3; but he required 
men to become like him. ::Men were the prisoners of the evil one, of 
Satan; Christ gave himself a ransom for the prisoners. Sin reigned 
over us, who belonged to God; God delivered us, not by force, but in 
a way of justice, inasmuch as he redeemed those who were his own. If 
he had not, as man, overcome the adversary of man; if the enemy had 
not been overcome in the way of justice; and, on the other hand, if he 
had not, as God, bestowed the gift of salvation, we should not have that 
gift in a way which is secure. And if man did not become united with 
God, he could have no share in an imperishable life.~ It was through 
the obedience of one man that many must become justified, and obtain 
salvation; for eternal life is the fruit of justice. The import of the 
declaration, that man is created in the image of God, had hitherto not 
been clear,4 for the Logos was as yet invisible. Hence man too easily 

1 This is what Ireml!us refers to, when he tri; sed secundum sundelam, quemadmo
says (1. v. c. 1): Rationabilitcr redimens dum decebat Deum sundentem, et non vim 
n?sl rcliemptionem semetipsum dedit pro infcrentem, accipere qure vellet, ut neque 
h~s, qui in captivitatem ducti sunt. Et, quo quod justum est confringeretur, ncque an
mam injuste dominabatur nobis apostnsia, tiqua plasmatio Dei deperiret. 
ct! cum. natura essemus Dei omnipotcntis, :.! See the remarks on a former page re
ah<:navlt nos contra naturam, suos proprios specting the relation of the t:lKWV to the 
(aelens disci pulos, potens in omnibus Dei 0flOl(,)Gl{ TOV t'1eov. ••• 
v~rhum et non dcficicns in sua justitia, juste 3 The communication of a diVIne bfe to 
e~lam adversus ipsam conversus est aposta mankind through Christ, the lV(')Gl{ 1rp3r 
slam; non cum vi, sed secundum suadelam, utflt'1apGiav. 
quemadmodum illa initio dominabatur nos- i Two ideas are here to be taken together; 
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lost his likeness with God. But when the Logos became man, he set 
the seal to both. He truly revealed that image, by becoming, himself, 
that which was his image; and he exhibited incontestably the likeness 
of man to God, by making man like to God, who is invisible." 1 

In Irem~us, the sufferings of Christ are represented aa having a 
necessary connection with the rightful deliverance of man from the 
power of Satan. The divine justice is here' displayed, in allowing even 
Satan to have his due. Of satisfaction done by the sufferings of 
Christ to the divine justice, as yet not the slightest mention is to be 
found; but doubtless there is lying at bottom the idea of a perfect ful
filment of the law by Christ; of his perfect obedience to the holiness of 
God in its claims to satisfaction due to it from mankind. But in Justin 
Martyr may be recognized the idea of a satisfaction rendered by Christ 
through suffering, - at least lying at the bottom, if it is not clearly 
unfolded and held fast in the form of conscious thought; for Justin 
says: 2 "The law pronounced on all men the curse, because no man 
could fulfil it, in its whole extent (Deut. 27: 26). Christ delivered uS 
from this curse, in bearing it for us." His train of thought here can 
be no other than this: Crucifixion denotes curse, condemnation: no
thing of that sort could touch Christ, the Son of God, the Holy One: 
mreference to himself, this was only in appearance.3 The significancy 
of this curse related to mankind, who were guilty of violating the law, 
and hence involved in condemnation. Christ, in suffering, took this 
condemnation resting on mankind, upon himself, in' order to free man
kind from it. The for, in this case, passes naturally over to the in8tead. 
The author of the letter to ])iognetu8 thus brings together the active 
and the passive satisfaction, yet with predominant reference to the for
mer, when he reduces the whole to the love of God, which in itself re
quired no reconciliation, and was itself the author of the reconciliation: 
"God, the Lord and Creator of the universe, is not only full of love to 
man, but full of long-suffering. Such he ever was and is, and such he 
will ever continue to be; - supremely kind, without anger, true, the 
alone good. He conceived a vast and ineffable counsel, which he 
communicated to none but his Son. So long as he reserved this 
as a hidden counsel in his own mind, he seemed to have no con
cern for us. He left us, during the ages past, to follow our lusts at 
will, not as though he could have any pleasure at all in our sins, but in 
order that we, having in the course of that time, by our own works, 
proved ourselves unworthy of life, might be made worthy by the grace 
of God; and that we, having shown our own inability to enter into the 
kingdom of God, might be enabled to do so by the power of God. But 
when the measure of our sins .had become full, and it had been made 

one, which we find already in Philo, that pignus filii, qui homo futurns certior et 

man, as the image of God, was created after ven·or. Tertull. de camc Christi, c. 6 j ad\'. 

the image of the Logos j the other, that God Praxcam, c. 12. 

designed to represent in the person of the 1 Vid. Iren. 1. III. c. 20, Massuct (accord

God-man, as the original type of humanitv, ing to others, 22); 1. III. c. 18 (20),31 j 1. V. 

the ideal of the entit·c human nature. I...imus c.16. 

illcjam tum imagincm induens Christifuturi 2 Dial. c. Tryph. Jud. c. 30, £ 322. Ed. Col. 

in camc, non tantum Dei opus, sed et a f.olCoiiaa lCarapa. f.317. 
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perfectly manifest that punishment and death were ready to be our 
reward, he neither hated us nor spurned us, but showed us his long
suffering. He even took upon himself our sins, he even gave his own 
Son a ransom for us, the Holy One for sin; for what else would cover 
our sins but his righteousness? " . 

According to the connection of ideas which has just been exhibited 
as peculiar to Origen, the highest end of the earthly appearance and 
ministry of Christ is to represent that divine activity of the Logos, 
which, without being confined to any limits of time or space, aims to 
purify and restore fallen beings. Accordingly, all his actions possess a 
higher symbolical import, to master which is the grea.t problem of the 
Gnosis; but thereby, as is shown in the case of his miracles, the saving 
effect which they are calculated of themselves to produce, is by no 
means excluded; and in this way he could also appropriate to himself 
what was contained in the consciousness of all Christians, relative to 
the redeeming sufferings of Christ. 'Ve find here a great deal which 
he could not have been led to adopt by the general ideas of his system, 
unless he had been first led to such a conviction in some other way, in
dependent of his system. To speak of a feeling of sin, a scnse of 
being forsaken of God, in the case of the soul of Christ, which he re
garded as perfectly holy, exalted above all contact with evil, is what he 
could find no ground or reason for in the speculative ideas of his sys
tem. But in many of the facts of the gospel history he came to per
ceive such a connection between Christ and the whole spiritual life 
of humanity estranged from God, by virtue of which connection Christ 
felt its trespass as his own, - and what no conception could grasp, he 
~as enabled to construe to himself by an intuition springing out of the 
Inmost depth of his being. Thus could he affirm of Christ, that which 
is intelligible only to him. who is at home in, and familiar with, the world 
of Christian consciousness: "He bore in himself our infirmities, and 
carried our sorrows; the infirmities of the soul, and the sorrows of the 
inner man; on account of which sorrows and infirmities, which he bore 
away from us, he says that his soul is troubled and full of anguish;" 1 

and in another place: "This man, the purest among all creatures, 
died for mankind; he who took on himself our sins and infirmities, 
because he could take on himself and destroy the sins of the whole 
world." 2 

Origen believed that by a hidden law, pertaining to the moral order 
of the universe, the self-sacrifice of a perfectly holy being must serve 
to cripple the power of evil, and to free therefrom the beings subjected 
~ it. He found proof of this in the prevailing belief of mankind, that 
Innocent individuals, by a voluntary sacrifice of themselves, had saved 
Whole populations and cities from threatening calamities.3 It was not 
to God, but to Satan, that the ransom for those held in captivity 
by him was paid; according to the prevailing views of this period, 

~ With reference to Isa. 53: 4, 5. AVTOr u<p' 1Jfli:Jv 1ifPlAV1iOV lxfLV riJv 1fvX17V0fl°"Aayel
l~aaTaae uai}cvriar Tar Tr,r Ijroxr,r Kat voaovr Kat TETapaypiV1Jv. In Joann. T. II. § 21. 
Tar TOO 1Cp1J1iToV Tr,r KapOLar 1Jp.i:Jvavi}p("J1rov, 2 L. c. '1'. XXVIII. § 14. 
OL' Ur aa-8ew:iar Kat voaovr {3aaTu,aar aVTar 3 L. c. T. VI. § 34; T. XXVIII. § 14. 
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which have been already explained. In lighting upon this holy soul, 
which could not be held in the bonds of death, the power of Satan must 
necessarily be broken.! 

The peculiar manner of Christ's death serves to satisfy him, that it 
proceeded from an act wholly voluntary. He died at the precise point 
of time when he chose to die, not succumbing to an outward force, like 
those whose limbs were broken. From this circumstance, he endeavors 
to explain the unusual suddenness of his death.2 

A necessary connection between redemption and sanctification was 
involved in the whole Christian mode of contemplating the work of re
demption, and the nature of the union with Christ. We need only 
make clear to ourselves the relation of the conceptions which here 
grew out of the Christian consciousness, to perceive that this was so. 

Godlike life and a holy life - these were inseparable notions at the 
Christian point of view. Both were comprehended in one in the notion 
of acpfJapaia, immortal life. Now the Logos was regarded as the source 
of this life; Christ, as the appearance of the Logos in humanity; as 
the Mediator of this higher life to human nature; as the one through 
whom, in every stage of its development, it became pervaded and ren
dered holy by such a divine life. By the faith in Christ, by baptism, 
each individual became incorporated into the fellowship with Christ, 
and consequently penetrated by this divine life, the principle of holi
ness. Christ was understood to be the destroyer of Satan's kingdom, 
and to this kingdom was reckoned everything partaking of the nature 
of sin. It was by becoming united to Christ through faith, that each 
was bound to make this triumph of Christ over Satan's kingdom his 
own. Hence the Christian was converted from a miles Satanre into a 
miles Christi.3 Moreover, the idea of the universal priesthood of all 
Christians had its root in this conviction. 

We may here introduce a few examples, to illustrate how some of the 
church-teachers conceived this connection between redemption and 
sanctification, faith and life. " Clement, bishop of Rome, after having 
emphatically borne his testimony to the truth, that no man can be justi· 
fied by his own righteousness and his own works, but that every man 
must be justified by the grace of God and by faith alone, goes on to 
say: - " What are we to do, then, my brethren? Shall we be weary 
in well-doing, and leave off charity? The Lord forbid that this should 
ever be done by us; but let us, with unremitted zeal, strive to accom
plish all the good we can; for the Creator and Lord of all takes pleas
ure in'his own works." 4 The author of the letter to Diognet remarks, 
after the beautiful passage above cited concerning the redemption: 
" With what joy wilt thou be filled, when thou hast come to the knowl
edge of this; and how wilt thou love Him who so much earlier loved 

1 TlVl MCJlce riJ1I tfroXt,v almw ')..VTPOV aVT~ 2 'O~ paawCJr KaTaN'1f()1ITQ1" TO aWfla /Cal 
'lforuv; ou ~ TifJ {fECi)" fl"n ovv TifJ 'lfOVT/PifJ; eve(lrfJaavro~ fleru dvvufleCJ~ Kat. e~oVt1i~. 
oVTO~ yap l:KpuW ~flwv, lCJ~ ooa~ TO vrrEp In Joann. T. XIX. § 4; ed. Lomm. T. II. 
np.i:JvavTifJ ')..VTPOV, ~ TOjj 'IT/aoiit/roX1J, urraTT/- p. 172. In Matth. Lat. ed. Lomm. T. IV. 
1'1tVTt, t:Jr dvvapiv~ aUT~~ ICVpuVaat, /(a~ OVX p. 73, et seqq. 
opwvn I'm ou pipet riJv errL T"ifJ KnT£XeLV 3 See vol. I. p. 309. 
auriJv p"aavov. In Matth. T. XVI. ~ 8. • Vid. cp. I. ad Corinth. +32, 33. 
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thee! But if thou lovest him, thou wilt be an imitat<>r of his good
ness." Irenreus thus draws the contrast between that voluntary obedi
ence which flows from faith, and the slavish obedience under the law: 
"The law, which was given to bondmen, disciplined the soul by means 
of outward and sensible things, dragging it, as it were, with chains to 
the obedience of its commands; but the Word, which sets us free, in
culcated a voluntary cleansing of the soul, and thereby of the body. 
After this has been done, the chains of bondage, to which man had 
become inured, must indeed be removed, and he must follow God with
out chains. But the requisitions of freedom must extend all the 
further, and obedience to the King must become a fuller obedience; 
so that no one should turn back again, and prove himself unworthy of 
his Deliverer; for he has not freed us that we might go away from him; 
since no one that forsakes the fountain of all good, which is with the 
Lord, can by himself find the food of salvation; but he has freed us for 
this, that the more we have obtained, the more we might love him. To 
follow the Saviour is the same as to partake of salvation, and to follow 
the light is the same as to partake of the light." 1 

But as the confounding of the Jewish with the Christian point of 
view, and the consequent outward and material way of conceiving 
spiritual things, was found to be the main cause of the corruption of 
the Christian consciousness generally, so the influence of this disturb
ing element is discernible also in the prevailing notion of faith. By 
degrees, that view of it which the Apostle Paul had set forth in opposi
tion to theJewish principle, became more and more obscured, and 
instead thereof appeared the Jewish notion of a certain faith on out
ward authority; not one which was suited to produce out of itself, 
through a necessary inner connection, all the fruits of the Christian 
life, but one which was only to draw after it, in an outward way, by 
means of new moral precepts and new motives addressed to the under
standing, the new habits of Christian living. 'Ve have already noticed, 

• how this notion of faith led to the undervaluing of the stage of mere 
faith (rricrrtr) among the Gnostics, and in part among the Alexandrians 
also; and how the reaction of Marcion tended to the re-establishment 
of the Pauline view. But t<> the material and outward conception of 
faith, on this side, was united also a material and outward conception 
of the system of morals, which was rent from its inner connection with 
the system of faith; whence followed, side by side with an outward 
system of filith, a legal system of duties and good works, in which tho 
ascetic element had by far the ascendancy over the assimilating princi
ple. And in connection with this, might arise the notion of asupererog
atory righteousness, a perfection surpassing the requisitions of the law, 
'Yhich strove to fulfil the so-called counsels of Christ, (concilii evange
lici,) by the renunciation of all earthly goods.2 

A great influence to confirm this outward and material view of faith 
m~st have been especially exerted, by the manner in which the fellow
ship of life with Christ, instead of being considered to flow from the 

1 Lib. IV. c. 13, 14. :: See vol. I. p. 277. 
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inner appropriation of Christ alone, was made to depend on the out
ward -mediation through the church - a point on which we have spoken 
already in the section relating to the church constitution. To this out
ward mediation of the church belonged the sacraments. As the essen
tial character of the invisible and that of the visible church were not 
carefully discriminated, a little. confusion of the divine thing and 
its outward sign must, from the same cause, take place in respect to the 
doctrine of the sacraments. This, in the case of baptismt is shown in 
the prevailing notion of a divine power which was imparted to the water, 
and of a sensible union, brought about by means of it, with the whole 
nature of Christ, for the deliverance of the entire spiritual and mate
rial nature of man. " As the dry wheat," says Irenreus, " cannot be
come one mass of dough and one loaf of bread without moisture, so 
neither can we all become one in Christ without the water which is 
from heaven. And as the parched earth cannot yield fruit unless it 
receive moistur.e, so neither can we, who at first are but sapless wood, 
ever produce living fruit, without the rain which is freely poured out 
from above; for our bodies throltgh baptism, but our souls through the 
Spirit, have obtained that communion with the imperishable essence." 1 

Tertullian finely remarks, concerning the effects of baptism: 2 "When 
the soul attains to faith, and is transformed by the regeneration of 
water and the power from above, the covering of the old corruption 
having been removed, she beholds her whole light. She is received 
into the communion of the' Holy Spirit; and the soul which unites 
itself with the Holy Spirit is followed by the body, which is no longer 
the servant of the soul, but becomes the servant of the Spirit." But 
even Tertullian did not understand here how to distinguish rightly be
tween the inward grace and the outward sign. In maintaining against 
a sect of the Cainites (sec section second) the necessity of outward bap
tism, he ascribes to water a supernatural, sanctifying power. Yet we 
see, even in the case of Tertullian, the purely evangelical idea break
ing through this confusion of the inward with the outward, and directly • 
contradicting it; as when he says, it is fait}" which in baptism obtains 
the forgiveness of sin; and when, in dissuading against haste in bap
tism, he remarks, that true faith, wherever present, is sure of salva.
tion.a Even in the spiritual Clement of Alexandria we may discern 
the influence of that outward and material conception of spiritual mat
ters, when he agrees with Hermas 4 in thinking that the apostles per
formed in hades the rite of baptism 5 on the pious souls of the Old Tes
tament who had not been baptized. 

'Ve have already, in the history of the forms of worship, taken notice 
of the injurious practical consequences which resulted from this con
fusion of the inward grace and the outward sign in the case of bap

1 Lib. III. c. 17. The divine principle of : F!des integra securn ~e salute. h 
life for soul and body in Christ, the bWC1tr LIb. III. S. IX. Fabnc. Cod. apocryp . 
rrpor cil{l~apC1iav. III. p. 1009. 

2 De anima, r. 41. Compare above the 6 Strom. lib. n. f. 379. 
passage concerning the corruption of human 
nature. 
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tism. It waS by confounding regeneration with baptism, and thus look
ing upon regeneration as a sort of charm completed at a stroke, by 
supposing a certain magical purification and removal of all sin in the 
act of baptism, that men were led to refer the forgiveness of sins ob
tained through Christ only to those particular sins which had been com
mitted previous to baptism,. instead of regarding all this as something 
which, with the appropriation of it by faith, must go on developing 
itself through the whole of life. After this was presupposed, the ques
tion must have arisen, How are we to obtain forgiveness for the sins 
committed after baptism ,? And. the answer was: Although we have 
obtained once for all, by the merits of Christ, the means of satisfaction 
for the sins committed before baptism; yet, in order to make satisfaction 
for the sins after baptism, it is necessary that, in addition to thi'S, we 
should have recourse to voluntary exercises of penitence and to good 
works.1 This mode of conception is clearly exhibited in the following 
words of Cyprian: 2 "When our Lord came, and had healed the 
wOlUlds of Adam, he gave to the restored a law, bidding him sin no 
more, lest a worse evil should befall him. By the injunction of inno
cence, we were circumscribed to a narrow circle; and the frailty of hu
mall weakness would have been at a loss what to do, unless divine grace 
had once more come to its aid, and, pointing out to it the works of 
mercy, paved the way for it to secure salvation; so that we might 
cleanse ourselves from all the lingering remains of impurity by the 
practice of alms. The forgiveness of sin having been once obtained at 
baptism, we earn by constant exercise in well-doing, which is, as it were, 
a repetition of baptism, the divine forgiveness anew." Here, if we 
only add what was remarked on an earlier page on the subject of the 
sacerdotal absolution, we have the germ of the catholic doctrine re
specting the sacrament of penance. 

To the dcctrine concerning the Lord's Supper, may be applied, in 
general, the same remarks which have been made in relation to the 
doctrine concerning baptism; but with this difference, that we may ob
serve three different grades in the outward and material conception of 
this ordinance. The most common representation was that which we 
find in Ignatius of Antioch,S in Justin ~fartyr, and in Irem~us. It is 
~ conception of it most nearly related to that view just noticed of bap
tism, as the means of a spiritual-corporeal communion with Christ. It 
was supposed, for instance, that as the Logos in Christ became man, 
so here also he immediately appropriated to himself a body - this 
body, by virtue of the consecration, became united with the bread and 

1. See Tertullian's work, de prenitentia. 
rr:h1s writer, it is true, brought over with 
hlI~ from his legal studies, the expression, 
3atzsjactio, into the doctrine of repentance j 
yet we should not be warranted, on this ac
~unt, to ascribe to his legal habits of think
Ing and conceiving, nay, we should not be 
;a~antcd to ascribe to the ideas of any in-

IVldual, so great an influence on the pro
~ess of error in the doctrinal notions of 
t e church on this point i for, the 1rpi:rTw 

""eVc5~ having been once established, all the 
consequences involved in it must of neces
sity unfold themselves, especially as these 
consequences find so many points of at
tachment in human nature. 

2 De opere et eleemosynis. 
8 Hence in Icrnatius, ep. ad Ephes. c. 20, 

the holy s~pperis called: ¢appaKov arrava
aLar, aVTLooTOV Toil fL1l a1f~avdv, ciUa Wv 
tv 'IllC1~ XplC1T~ ,M 1raVT6~. 
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wine, and thus entered into the corporeal substance of those partakers 
of it, who thereby received into themselves a principle of imperishable 
life} In the North-African church, on the other hand, neither Ter
tullian nor Cyprian seems to have entertained the notion of any pene
tration of this sort. Bread and wine were represented rather as sym
bols of the body and blood of Christ, though not as symbols without 
efficacy. Spiritual communion with Christ at the holy supper was 
made the prominent point; yet, at the same time, those that partook 
were supposed to come into a certain sanctifying contact with Christ's 
body.2 The practice of the North~African church shows, moreover, 
that, according to the prevailing belief, a supernatural, sanctifying 
power resided in the outward signs of the supper: hence the daily 
communion; 3 hence also the communion of infants in connection with 
infant baptism.4 The passage in John 6: 53 being incorrectly under
stood as referring to the outward sensible participation of the supper, 
the inference was dra.wn, that without this outward and sensible par
ticipation none could be saved; 5 as it had been inferred from the pas
sage in John 3 : 5, that none could be saved without outward baptism. 

By the Alexandrians, especially by Origen, the distinction was 
clearly drawn, in the doctrine concerning the sacraments, as through
out his entire system of belief, between the inner divine thing, the 
invisible spiritual agency of the Logos,6 and the sensible objects by 
which it is represented.7 "Outward baptism," says he, " considered 
as to its highest end, is a symbol of the inward cleansing of the soul 
through the divine power of the Logos, which is preparatory to the 
universal recovery ;- that commencing in the enigma and in the glass 
darkly, which shall afterwards be perfected in the open vision, face to 
face; but at the same time, by virtue of the consecration pronounced 
over it, there is connected with the whole act of baptism a supernatural 
sanctifying power; it is the commencing point of gracious influences 
bestowed on the faithful, although it is so only for such as are fitted, 
by the disposition of their hearts, for the reception of those influ
ences."8 

He makes the same distinction also in regard to the holy supper; 
separating what is called, in a figurative sense, the body of Christ,9 
from the true spiritual manducation of the Logos,lO- tlte more divine 

1 That which distinguishes this mode of 
conceiving the matter from a later one, is, 
that the Christ who has ascended to heaven 
is not considered to be present here; but 
the Logos, in this case, directly produces for 
himself a body. This we find more dis
tinctly expressed, it is true, in the next fol
lowing period; but it lies at the basis of the 
following language of Justin: TiJv dL' EV
X7l£, i..0yov Toii -;rap' aVToii EvxaptUT1/
iJEtUaV TPOcpiJ V, eg nt; al"a Kal. uapKEt; 
KaTu flETa{3oAiJv 7pecpovTCu ",,,{;w, eKeLVOV ToV 
uapKo1rol1/-&evTot; 'I1/uoV Kal. uUpKa KaL alfla 
MtdaX-&1/flEV elvat. Apolog. 1. § 66. 

2 Tertull. c. Marc. 1. 1 V. c. 40: corpus 
menm, i. e. figura corpolis mei. De res. 
carn. Co 8: anima de 1)eo saginatur. De 

omt. Co 6: The perpetuitas in Christo, c~n
stant, spiritual fellowship with him, and w
dividuitas a corpore ejus. 

3 See vol. I. p. 332. 
, See Cyprian. sermo de lapsis. 
6 See Cyprian. '.restimonior. 1. 111. c. 25. 
6 Compo above, what is said of the em

dtJ"ta alu-&1/r1J, and the errtd1/flla v01Jr1J Xpw
ToV. 

7 The V01JTOV or 7nJEVflaTtKOv and the alt1
iJ1/TOV. 

8 See in Joann. T. VI. § 17; in :Matth. 
T. XV. § 23. 

9 To u{jfla. XplUTOii TVrrtKOv KaL C1Vfl{3°')J,. 
KOV. 

10 The &i\.1J-&lvn {Jp{ju,£, ToV A.6YOV. 
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promise,jrom the common understanding of the holy supper,- adapted 
to the capacities of the simple.! The former refers to the spir
itual communication of the Word made flesh, which is the true 
heavenly bread of the soul. Of the outward supper the worthy 
and the unworthy may partake alike; but not of that true heavenly 
bread; since otherwise, it could not have been said, that whoever eats 
this bread shall live for ever. Origen says therefore, that Christ in the 
true sense called his flesh and blood the word, which proceeds from the 
word, and the bread which proceeds from, the heavenly bread
the living word of truth, by which he communicates himself to the souls 
of men; as the breaking of the bread and the distribution of the wine 
symbolize the multiplication of the word, by which the Logos commu
nicates himself to many souls. He supposed, moreover, that with the 
outward supper, as with outward baptism, there was connected a higher 
sanctifying influence by virtue of the consecrating words; yet in the 
sense, that nothing divine could be united with the earthly material 
signs, in themselves considered; and that, as in the case of baptism, 
none could participate in the higher influence, unless made susceptible 
of it by the inward disposition of the heart. As not that which enters 
into the mouth defiles the man,- though by the Jews it is considered 
unclean; so nothing which enters into the mouth sanctifies the man; 
though by the simple, the so-called bread of the Lord is supposed to 
possess a sanctifying power. We neither lose anything by failing to 
partake of the consecrated bread, by itself considered; nor do we gain 
anything by the bare partaking of that bread; but the reason why one 
man has less and another more, is the good or bad disposition of each 
individual. The earthly bread is by itself in no respect different from 
any other food. It was Origen's design here, no doubt, to controvert 
particularly the erroneous notions which attached to the supper a sort 
of magical advantage, independent of the disposition of the heart
notions which the other fathers also were far from entertaining; but 
yet, at the same time, his objections applied also to every representation 
which attached to the outward signs any higher importance or efficacy 
whatever, and even to those views which were received in the North
African Church.2 

It remains that we should speak of the prevailing ideas in this 
period, respecting the ultimate end of the whole earthly development 
of humanity. The teleological point of view was, in this regard, insep
arable from the Christian mode of contemplation. The kingdom of 
God, and each individual life thereto pertaining, was to be conducted 
onward to a completion: it was this certain prospect which formed the 
contrast between the Christian view of life, and the Pagan notion of a 
~ircle aimlessly repeating itself by a blind law of necessity. But t~e 
mtermediate links of the chain, up to that ultimate end, were still hId
den from the ken of contemplation: this belonged to the prophetic ele

1 The ICOlvoTcpa 1rE:p~ riir f.VxapU1Tlar bello- 2 Vid. OriO'en, Matth. T. XI. ~ 14; in 
~ Toir a:rrMvC1TCpotr and lCaTil ~V rhWTcpav Joann. T.' xXxu. § 16; in Matth. f. 898, 
e:raneAiav, corresponding to the two posi- V. ill. opp. 
tions of the yvwO'tr and of the 1fiO'Ttr. 

VOL. I. 55 



650 DOCTRINE OF THE MILLENNIUM. 

ment,which must ever remain obscure till its fulfilment. To the earnest 
expectation of the pilgrim, as he cast a glance over the windings 
of the way, the end appeared, at first near at hand, which, the farther 
he advanced, retreated to a greater distance. The signs in the course 
of history alone would shed more light on the darkness, which the Lord 
himself was unwilling to clear up by his prophetic intimations. 

The Christians were certainly convinced, that the church would come 
forth triumphant out of its conflicts, and, as it was its destination to be 
a world-transforming principle, would attain to the dominion of the 
world; but they were far from understanding at first the prophetic 
words of Christ intimating how the church, in its gradual evolutions, 
under' natural conditions, was to be a salt and a leaven for all human 
relations. They could at first, as we have before remarked, conceive 
of it no otherwise than this, that the struggle between the church and 
the pagan state would endure till the triumph brought about from with
out, by the return of Christ to judgment. Now it was here that many 
seized hold of an image which had passed over to them from the Jews, 
and which seemed to adapt itself to their own present situation, - the 
idea of a millennial reign, which the Messiah was to set up on earth 
at the end of the whole earthly course of the world, where all the 
righteous of all times should live together in holy communion. As the 
world had been created in six: days, and, according to Psalm 90 : 4, a 
thousand years in the sight of God is as one day, so the world was to 
continue in its hitherto condition for six: thousand years, and end with a 
thousand years of blessed rest corresponding to the sabbath. In the 
midst of persecutions, it was a solace and a support to the Christians, to 
anticipate that even upon this earth, the scene of their sufferings) the 
ohurch was destined to triumph in its perfected and glorified state. As 
the idea was held by many, it contained nothing in it which was un
ohristian. They framed to themselves a spiritual idea of the happiness 
of this period, perfectly corresponding with the essence of the gospel~ 
oonceiving under it nothing else than the universal dominion of the 
divine will, the undisturbed and blissful reunion of the whole commu
nity of the saints, and the restoration of harmony between a sanctified 
humanity and all nature transfigured kto its primitive innocence.! 
But the crass images, too, under which the earthly Jewish mind had 
depicted to itself the blessings of the millennial reign, had in part 
passed over to the· Christians. Phrygia, the natural home of a sensual, 
enthusiastic religious spirit, was inclined to the diffusion also of this 
grossly conceived Chiliasm. There, in the first half of the second cen
tury, lived Papias, bishop of the church in Hierapolis ; a man, it is true1 

of sincere piety, but, as appears from the fragments of his writings, and 
from the accounts ,vhich we have of him, of a very narrow mind and 
easy credulity. He collected from oral traditions, certain narratives 
concerning the life and sayings of Christ and of the apostles; 2 and 
among these he received a great deal that was misconceived and un

• 1 So Barnabas, c. 15. 
2 In his book, "oyc,IV IWptaKwV l~yf]/1Etr, receive tales or the marvellous, has been 

from which a fragment on Judas Iscario~ published in J. A. Cramer Catena in Acta 
which serves to illustrate his propensity to Apostolorum. Oxon. 1838, pag. 12. 
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true. Thus by his means were diffused abroad many strange, fantas
tio images of the enjoyments to be expected in the thousand-years' 
reign. The injurious consequence of all which was, to foster among 
Christians the taste for a grosssen.<mal happiness, incompatible with the 
spirit of the gospel, and to give birth among the educated heathens to 
many a predjudice against Christianity.1 

But he who knows anything about the hidden depth of the spiritual 
life, in which religion has its Beat and its laboratory, will be cautious 
how he pronounces judgment, from such appearances on the surface, 
against the entire religion of a certain period, in which these disturb
ing mixtures of a sensuous element were still to be found, when in such 
a man as Irem~us we find vital Christianity and an exalted idea of the 
blessedness of fellowship with God, united with these strange subordi
nate notions. The thousand-years' reign he regarded as only a pre
paratory step for the righteous, who were there to be trained for a more 
exalted heavenly existence, for the full manifestation of the divine 
glory.2 

What we have just said, however, is not to be so understood as if 
Chiliasm had ever formed a part of the general creed of the church. 
Our sources of information from different parts of the church, in these 
early times, are too scanty, to enable us to say anything on this point 
with certainty and positiveness. Wherever we meet with Chiliasm, in 
Papias, Irem~us, Justin Martyr, everything goes to indicate that it 
'Was diffused from one country and from a single fountain-head. We 
perceive a difference in the case of those churches where originally an 
anti-Jewish tendency prevailed; as in the church at Rome (see above.) 
We find subsequently in Rome an anti-Chiliast tendency. Might not 
this have existed from the first, and only have been called out more 
openly by the opposition to Montanism? The same may be said also 
of an anti-Chiliast tendency which Irem~us combats, and which he ex
pressly distinguishes from the common anti-Chiliastic tendency of Gnos
ticism. It was natural, however, that the zealots for Chiliasm should in 
the outset be disposed to represent all opposition to it 38 savoring of 
Gnosticism.a 

Two causes cooperated to bring about the general suppression of 
Chiliasm: on the one hand, the opposition to Montanism; on the other, 
the influence of the 8pirit proceeding from the Alexandrian school. As 
the Montanists laid great stress upon the expectations connected with 
the millennium, and although their conception of it was by no means 
grossly sensual,4 yet as they contributed, by their enthusiastic visions, 
to spread many fantastic pictures of the things which were then to hap
pen,o the whole doctrine of Chiliasm by this means lost its reputation. 

!Vid. Orig. Select. in Y. f. 570.. T. II. • Tertullian, at least, places the happiness 
Iren. 1. V. c. 35: Crescentes ex visione of the millennial rei"'n m the enjoyment of 

DO~ini et per ipsum assuescent capcre all manner of spirit~al blessings, spiritalia 
glo.nam Dei ct cum sanctis angelis conver bona. 
nhonem. - Paullathn assuescent capere p Of the wonderful city, for instance, tho 

cum. c.32. heavenly Jeru!;alem, ,vhich should come 
.1A~lren. 1. V. c. 32: Trnnsleruntur qnorun down lrom above. See Tertullian. 
\&AUl sententire ab hrereticis sermopibus. 
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An anti-Chiliast party, which' had sprung up doubtless before, were 
thus presented with an opportunity of pushing home their attacks; and 
the more zealous opponents of Montanism seem to have combated this 
error in connection with the other Montanistic doctrines. Caius, a 
presbyter of Rome, in his controversial tract against the Montanist 
Proclus, endeavored to stigmatize Chiliasm as a heresy set afloat by the 
detested Gnostic, Cerinthus; and it is not improbable, though not 
wholly certain, that he considered the Apocalypse as a book which had 
been interpolated by the latter, for the express purpose of giving cur.: 
rency to this doctrine. . 

Next, the more intellectual and scientific direction of the Alexan
drian school, which had so great an influence generally in spiritualizing 
the system of faith, must have contributed also to spiritualize the ideas 
concerning the kingdom of God and of Christ. Origen in particular 
was a zealous combatant of these sensual notions of the millennium, and 
sought after a different explanation of those passages of the Old and 
New Testament, on which the Chiliasts depended, and all of which they 
took in the most literal sense. Add to this, that the allegorical method 
of interpretation, peculiar to the Alexandrian school, was generally in 
direct opposition to the grossly literal interpretations of the Chiliasts. 
The moderate Alexandrians, who were no friends to expurgatory criti
cism, did not reject the Apocalypse at once, as an unchristian book, 
with a view to deprive the Chiliasts of this important support; - they 
only combated the literal interpretation of it. It was natural, how
ever, that the spirit of the Alexandrian school did not so easily spread 
from Alexandria into the other districts of Egypt, which, in point of 
intellectual cultivation, fell so far behind that flourishing seat of the sci
ences. Nepos, a pious bishop, belonging to the nome of Arsenoe in 
Egypt, was a devoted friend of this sensual Chiliasm; and wrote in de
fence of it a book against the Alexandrian school, entitled, a Refutation 
of the Allegorists; 1 in which probably he set forth a theory of Chili
asm in accordance with his own anti-allegorical method of decyphering 
the Apocalypse. This book seems to have found great favor with the 
clergy and laity in the above-mentioned district. Great mysteries and 
disclosures of future events were supposed to be found here; and many 
engaged with more zeal in the study of the book and theory of Nepos, 
than in that of the bible and its doctrines. By their zeal for these 
favorite opinions, which had no connection whatever with the essence of 
the gospel, men were led astray, as usually bappens, from that which con
stitutes the main element of practical Christianity, the spirit of love. 
They affixed the charge of heresy on those who would not embrace 
these opinions; and matters went so far, that whole churches sepa
rated themselves, on this account, from their communion with the 
mother church at Alexandria. A country priest, named Coracion, took 
the lead of this party, after the death of Nepos. Had the bishop Dio
nysius of Alexandria now been disposed to exercise his ecclesiastical 
authority, had he condemned the erroneous dogma by an absolute de
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cree, such a proceeding would have laid the foundation of a lasting 
schism; and Chiliasm, which it was intended to crush by words of au
thority, would in all probability have become only the more fanatical. 
But Dionysius, that worthy disciple of the great Origen, showed in this 
case, how charity, moderation, and the true spirit of liberty, which 
dwells only with love, can accomplish what exceeds the power of force 
or of law. Not, like others, forgetting the Christian in the bishop, he 
was moved by the love of souls to repair in person to those churches. 
He called together those of the parochial clergy who supportcd the 
opinions of Nepos, and, moreover, allowed all laymen of the churches, 
who were longing after instruction on these points, to be present at the 
interview. The book of Nepos was produced; for three days the bishop 
disputed with those pastors over the contents of the book from -morn to 
eve; he patiently listened to all their objections, and endeavored to 
answer them from the scriptures; he entered fully into the explanation 
of every difficulty, taking the scriptures as his guide; and as the 
issue of the whole - a result which had seldom before followed theo
logical disputations - the clergy thanked him for his instructions, and 
Coracion himself honestly recanted, in the presence of all, his former 
views, and declared himself convinced of the soundness of the opposite 
doctrine. This happened in the year 255.1 

Dionysius, having thus restored the unity of faith among his own 
churches, wrote, for the purpose of confirming those who had been con
vinced by his arguments, and for the instruction of others', who still 
held fast to the opinions of Nepos, his work on the Promises.2 In this 
instance also, the Christian gentleness and moderation with which he 
speaks of Nepos is well worthy of notice. " On many accounts," says 
he, " I esteemed and loved Nepos; - on account of his faith, his untir
ing diligence, his familiar acquaintance with the holy scriptures; and 
on account of the great number of church hymns composed by him, 
which to this day are the delight of many of the brethren.8 And the 
more do I venerate the man, because he has already entered into his 
rest. But dear to me, 'and prized above all things else, is the truth. 
We must love him, and, wherever he has expressed the truth, agree 
with him; but we must examine and correct him in those passages of 
his writings where he seems to be in the wrong." 

The millennial reign was regarded by Chiliasm as forming, in the 
grand development of the kingdom of God, an intermediate point of 
transition to a higher state of perfection; and, answering to this, a simi
lar intermediate point was conceived to exist also in the development 
of each individual. It was here the doctrine concerning Hades, as the 
common rcceptacle of all the dead, found its point of attachment. .To
gether with Chiliasm, this doctrine also had to be defended agamst 
the Gnostics; for by Hades the latter understood the kingdom of the 

I 

1 Eusch. 1. VII. c. 24. I have rendered it, as referrin~ to the man, 
\I llepL hrayyeAt.Wv, hymns composed by him, which pcr~aps IS 

• 
8 ~ij~ 1TOAAij!," 1/Ja'l..p.t:Xlia!,", l; tdXP'viiv 1Tollo, the most natural way j or a~ r~fcrrmg to 

T'c.JV ude'l..t/UJV eiJ1'Jvflolwrat. The passage may the variety of church melodies mtroduced 
be understood in two waYll; either in the way hy him. 
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Demiurge, on this earth. ' It was to this kingdom Christ descended-it 
was out of this he delivered those who were capable of fellowship with 
him, so that after death they could be received immediately to heaven. 
Yet, as we remarked certain indications that Chiliasm had other oppo
nents to contend with besides the Gnostics, so the same may be said of 
this doctrine also, which was connected with a mode of thinking not 
essentially different. Here, too, we find indications of antagonists other 
than the Gnostics, but yet in whom their' opponents might easily be led 
to believe they perceived a relationship to the Gnostics.1 They were 
such as taught that Christ, by his descent to Hades, delivered the faith
ful from the necessity of passing into the intermediate state after death,2 
and opened for them an immediate entrance into heaven. Accord
ing to the doctrine of the Montanist TertuIlian, those only who had 
been thoroughly cleansed by the bloody baptism of martyrdom were to 
constitute an exception - were to be raised immediately, if not to 
heaven, at least to an exalted state of blessedness, under the name of 
Paradise. All others would need to pass through that intermediate 
stage, in order to be freed from the defects and stains which remained 
still cleaving to them, and then, according to the measure of their at
tainments, would come sooner or later to participate in the millennial 
reign.3 It is easy to see how this notion would stand connected with 
the opinion of which we have already pointed out the grounds, that a 
particular satisfaction and penance were required for sins committed 
after baptism. And this notion, of such an intermediate state for the 
purpose of purification in Hades, passed over, at a later period, into the 
doctrine of purgatory. This sprung in the first place out of a mixture 
of Persian and Jewish elements. It was the idea of a fire-current at 
the end of the world to purge away everything unclean; - to which 
we may observe some allusion in the Clementines and in the Pseudo
Sibylline writers. Thence arose the notion of a purgatory after death4 

- the ignis purgatorius of the Westerns.5 

The·doctrine of the resurrection, inasmuch as it relates to the per
sistence and exaltation of the entire being of the individual, is most 
intimately connected with the peculiar essence of Christianity, and, on 
account of the importance which it gives to the individual existence in 
its totality, forms a strong contrast with the ancient pantheistic view of 
the world; 6 as we saw in fact very clearly exhibited in the pa,gan 
attacks on Christianity. The dignity of the body as a temple for the 
Holy Spirit, and the command that it should be appropriated to this 

1 As Irenreus describes them,1. V. c. 31 : j Tnv Ola 'll'VpO~ ICu,f)ap(1tv ri:Jv KaK.i:J~ {lEo 
Qnidam ex his, qui putnntur recte credi {3l(')ICOT(')V. Strom. 1. V. f. 549. 
disse, supergrediuntur ordinem promotionis I) The earliest trace of it would be fonnd 
justorum et motus meditationis ad incorrup in Cyprian, ep. 52, if the words, "missum 
telam ignorant, hrereticos sensus in se in carcerem non exire inde, donee solvat 
hllbentes. novissimum quadrantem, pro peccatis l?n~o 

2 In hoc, inquinnt, Christus inferos adiit dolore cruciatum emundari et purgnn ~hU 
ne nos adiremus. Tertullian, de anima, c. 55: igne," (instead of which another readmg 

3 Modicum quoque delictum mora resur has diutine,) are to be understood of the 
reetionis illic lucndumj where he refers to state after death, which is certainly the mo~e 
the novissimns quadrans, Matth. 5: 28, af probable meaning, and not of penance In 
terwards understood of the ignis purgato the present life. 
rius. L. c. c. 58. 6 See vol. I. p. 11. 
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end, being grounded in this doctrine, there necessarily arises out of 
it an opposition to the Oriental, dualistic contempt of the body; and 
hence it was no accidental thing that the Gnostics furiously assaulted 
it; while, on the other hand, we may remark, in the zeal. with which 
it was defended by the church fathers, a right Christian instinctive 
feeling - though not always accompanied with clear knowledge - of 
the connection of this doctrine with the essence of Christianity. But 
their cautious adherence to the letter, as well as their opposition to the 
Gnostics, led them not seldom to apprehend the doctrine of the resur
rection in too crass and material away, and to form too narrow and 
limited conceptions of the earthly body. Origen endeavored here also 
to strike a. middle course between these opposite tendencies, making 
more use of what the Apostle Paul says (1 Corinth. 15) concerning 
the relation of the earthy to the glorified body; and distinguishing, 
from the mutable phenomenal form, the proper essence lying at the 
foundation of the body, which remains the same through all the 
changes of the earthly life, and which, moreover, is not destroyed at 
death. This proper essence lying at the foundation of the body would, 
by the operation of the divine power, be· awakened to a nobler form, 
corresponding to the ennobled character of the soul; so that, as the 
soul had communicated its own peculiar stamp to ,the earthly body, it 
would then communicate the same to the transfigured body.1 In proof 
?f this he alleges, that the identity of the body in this life consists not 
In its momently changing phenomenal form, which had been fitly com
pared to a flowing stream,2 but in the peculiar stamp which the soul 
impresses on the body, whereby it becomes the proper form of mani
festation of this or that particular personality. 3 

Natural as it would be to the Chri"tian feelings of those who had 
been converted froni Heathenism, to seek - by entering more deeply into 
the whole connection of the work of redemption, into the spirit of the 
gospel, into the sense' of single passages often too superficially under
stood - some ground of consolation with respect to the fate of their ances
tors who had died without faith in the gospel; yet they were deterred 
from it by a mistaken adherence to the letter in the understanding of 
scripture, and by the stern, uncompromising opposition to Paganism. 
And the outward, materialized view of regeneration which arose out 
of the habit of confounding it with baptism, also contributed to promote 
these narrow views, which afterwards, carned to the extreme, issued in 
the notion of absolute predestination. :Marcion alone did, on this side, 

1 The tlOo~ xapalCT17p'~ov in the ai:1fLa 
'TMJtv(laTtICOv, just as in the ui:1fLa 1froXtKCW. 
To I\~u!!trate this point, he had recourse 
Sometimes to his own doctrine concerninO' 
the VA1], in itself undetermined, but capabl~ 
of receiving. through the plastic power of 
God, qualities of a higher or lower order; 
and sometimes to the doctrine of a dynamic 
essen~e, un~erlying the body, a Myo~ ump
/UlTlICo~ (ratIo en. qure substantiam continet 
co~ralem, qure semper in substantia. cor
pons salva est,) which, however, is itself 

also to be reduced to his doctrine of a VA.'1 
lying at the ground of the corporeal world, 
and susceptible of the whole manifold vari
ety of properties. See 1f'. apX. 1. II. c. 10; 
c. Cels. 1. IV. c. 57. 

2 Selects in Psalm os: Ou ICaKi:1~ 1f'OTa"ro~ 
wvofLau-rru TO t1i:1fla, Otort cJ~ 1f'pO~ TO a~Ptf3er 
TaXa oMe ovo 1JfLepi.Jv TO 1f'pi.JTOV V1f'OICUfLe1JOV 

TaUTIW lt1TtV lv Tit' t1ufLaTt 1Jfli.Jv. '1'. XI. 
p. 388. ed. Lomm. 

8 ·01f'ep lxapalCT17pi~eTo lv ry aaplC2, TOiiro 
xapOJCT17pur{Ji]t1£rQ.l.lv rt;J 1C'VF:Vp.aTUCt;J ucJp.tJrl. 

http:xapOJCT17pur{Ji]t1�rQ.l.lv
http:1Jfli.Jv
http:1JfLepi.Jv
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enter more profoundly into the spirit of the evangelical doctrine; and 
here he was joined by the Alexandrians, who, to explain this matter, 
had recourse to the doctrine of a progressive development and course 
of purification a,fter death, and moreover found, or supposed they found, 
an allusion to this in the descent of Christ to Hades. With great zeal 
Clement maintained this· doctrine, as one necessarily grounded in the 
universal love and justice of God, with whom is no respect of persons. 
The beneficent power of our Saviour - he affirms - is not confined 
barely to the present life, but operates at all times and everywhere.1 

But the Alexandrians, as might be gathered from what has already 
been said respecting their doctrine concerning the OtKaUJaVVT/ u(JrfJpUJ~, (sav
ing justice,) went still further, and supposed, as the ultimate end of 
all, a universal redemption, consisting in the annihilation of all moral 
evil, and a universal restoration to that original unity of the divine life 
out of which all had proceeded (the general aTrOKaraUra(Il~.) Yet, in the 
case of Origen, this doctrine lost its full meaning, by reason of the COD: 

sequences which he was pleased to connect with it. His theory con
cerning the necessary mutability of will in created beings, led him to 
infer, that evil, ever germinating afresh, would still/continue to render 
necessary !lew processes of purification, and new worlds destined for 
the restoration of fallen beings; until all should again be brought back 
from manifoldness to unity; so that there was to be a constant inter
change between fall and redemption, between unity and manifoldness. 
Into such a comfortless system was this profound thinker betrayed, by 
carrying through with rigid consistency his one-sided notion of erea
turely freedom and mutability, and thus marring the full conception of 
redemption. This doctrine he had expressed with great confidence in 
his work m:pZ UpxC:Wj but it may be questioned whether this also was not 
one of those points upon which his views became changed at a later 
period of his life; yet traces of it are still to be found (though not 80 

certain and distinct traces) in his later writings.2 

IV. Notices of the more Eminent Ohurch Teachers. 

The ecclesiastical writers who followed next after the apostles, are 
the so-called Apostolic Fathers, (patres apostolici,) who lived in the 
age of the apostles, and are supposed to have been their disciples. A 
phenomenon singular in its kind, is the striking difference between the 
writings of the apostles and the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, who 
were so nearly their contemporaries. In other cases, transitions are 
wont to be gradual; but in this instance we observe a sudden chang~. 
There are here no gentle gradations, but all at once au abrupt transl

1 Oil rap onav8a povov " Jvvapl~" eVer ! Orig. Tr. UpX. 1. n. c. 3; c. Cels. 1. IV. 
r1JTt.'C~ t/J8aveL, Travr~ ae tUrt KaL ad lpya(e c. 69, he bar~ly s~ys: EL peru r~v M~V'~
ral. Strom.!' VI. f. 638 et 639. He also pOv riJr ICaKta~ MYov tXU, ro TraMV, avT1'/~ 
makes use of the legend noticed on a for vt/Jiaraa{}at ~ p~, tV 7rPOTlYOVpiVV' MYV' T 
mer page - which legend itself perhaps rotavra t~erau{}fJuerCLl. There is an obscu~ 
grew out of the felt need of some solution hint in Matth. f. 402. After the aTroICara
of this question - that the apostles descend ara(1£~ has been completed in certain Eons, 
ed, like Christ, to the place of the dead. and he speaks of TraMV ~1J UpxfJ.
beswwed on ~hem baptism. . 
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tion from one style of language to another; a phenomenon which should 
lead us to acknowledge the fact of a special agency of the Divine Spirit 
in the souls of the apostles. After the times of the first extraordinary 
operations of the Holy Ghost, followed the period of the free develop
ment of human nature in Christianity; and here, as in· all other cases, 
the beginnings must be small and feeble, before the effects of Chris
tianity could penetrate more widely, and bring fully under their influ
ence the great powers of the human mind. It was to be shown first, 
what the divine power could effect by the foolishness of preaching. 

The writings of the so-called Apostolic Fathers have unhappily, for 
the most part, come down to us in a condition very little worthy of con
fidence, partly because under the name of these men, so highly vene
rated in the church, writings were early forged for the purpose of giv
ing authority to particular opinions or principles; and partly because 
their own writings which were extant, became interpolated in subservi
ence to a Jewish hierarchical interest, which aimed to crush the free 
spirit of the gospel. 

In this connection, we should have to notice first Barnabas, the well
known companion of the Apostle Paul; if a letter, which in the second 
century was known under his name in the Alexandrian church, and 
which bore the title of a catholic epistle,! really belonged to him. But 
we cannot possibly recognize in this production, the Barnabas who was 
deemed worthy to take part as a companion in the apostolicallabors of 
Paul, and who had derived his name from the great power of his dis
courses in the churches.2 It breathes a spirit widely different from 
what might be expected of such an apostolic man. We see here a 
Jew of the Alexandrian school, who had embraced Christianity, and 
,!as prepared by his Alexandrian training for a more spiritual concep
tIOn of Christianity; but who, at the same time, attached too much im
portance to the Gnosis of the Alexandrian Jews - a man who sought 
In the mystic allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament, - more 
Consonant with the spirit of Philo than that of Paul, or even of the 
epistle to the Hebrews, - a peculiar wisdom, in which he seems to 
take a vain sort of pleasure. We meet nowhere in this letter with 
those views of the Mosaic ceremonial law, as a religious means of culture 
~dapted to a certain stage of human development, which we meet with 
In Paul; but such views as evince an altogether peculiar, Alexandrian 
turn of mind - views which are not found to recur in the following 
church-teachers, and which sprang from the wildest class of idealists 
among the Alexandrian Jews. 3 :Moses spake everything in the spirit 
(tv 1tvw(U1n;) - that is, he had only presented universal, spiritual 
truths under a symbolical form. But the carnal Jews, instead of pene
trating into the meaning of these symbols, understood and believed 
everything in the literal sense; and supposed they must observe the law 
according to the letter. Thus the entire ceremonial religion had sprung 

1 tE1t'LaTO~ lCa{JoAuc~, i. c. a letter intend 3. character which answers to the contents 
ed for general circulation, and containing of this epistle. , 
matter of general interest, - an exhortato 2 '"{'[Of; 1t'apaICMJaec.Jr, vlo~ 1t"potp1[·ma~. 
ry Writing destined for several churches,- 8 See above, TOI. I. p. 49. 
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out of a misconception of the carnal multitude. A bad angel, it is said,! 
had led them into this error; just as in the Clementines, and other 
writings of that stamp, it is a favorite hypothesis that original Judaism 
had been adulterated by the spurious additions of wicked spirits. The 
author of this ~pistle is even unwilling to admit, that circumcision was 
a seal or sign of the covenant; alleging, as evidence to the contrary, 
that circumcision was practised also among the Arabians, the Syrians, 
and the idolatrous priests (in Egypt.) But it is made out, that Abra
ham circumcising the 318 men, Gen. c. 17, and 14: 14, prefigured 
the crucifixion of J eallS; 'IR (18) being the initial letters of the name 
Jesus, and T (300) the sign of the cross. These characten! and nu
merals, peculiar to the Greek language, could have occurred to no one 
but an Alexandrian Jew, who had lost his knowledge of, or perhaps had 
never been acquainted with, the Hebrew, and who was familiar only 
with the Alexandrian version - certainly not to Barnabas, who could 
have shown no such ignorance of the Hebrew tongue, even if it were 
possible to suppose him guilty of such egregious trifling. Yet the tri
fler himself looks upon it as a remarkable discovery, as is evident from 
the pompous remark, which so exactly characterizes the mystery-traf 
flcking spirit of the Alexandrian..J ewish Gnosis: "Noone ever learned 
from me a more genuine doctrine; but I know that ye are worthy 
of it." 2 

The prevailing drift of the epistle is in opposition to carnal Judaism, 
and to Judaism in Christianity . We recognize the polemical aim 
against the latter, the dogmatic influence of which extended to the 
views entertained concerning the person of Christ, when, in chap. 12, 
it is emphatically observed, that .christ is not merely the Son of man 
and the Son of David, but also the Son of God. The epistle is all of 
a piece, and cannot possibly be separated into two parts,3 of which Bar
nabas was the author of one, and somebody else of the other. 

For the rest, there is no hint which intimates that the author of the 
epistle wished to have it supposed he was Barnabas. But his spirit 
and style being in accordance with the Alexandrian taste, it may have 
come about, that, as the author's name was unknown, and it was wished 
to give credit and authority to the document, the report found currency 
in that city, that Barnabas was the author. 

N ext to Barnabas we place Clement; perhaps the same whom Paul 
mentions in Philipp. 4: 3. About the end of the first century, he was 
bishop of the church at Rome. We have, under his name, an epistle 
to the church of Corinth, and the fragment of a seco.nd. The first of 
these was, in the first centuries, read at public worRhip in many of the 
churches, along with the scriptures of the New Testament. It con
tains an exhortation, interwoven with examples and general maxims, 
recommending concord to the Corinthian church, which was rent by 
divisions. This epistle, although genuine in the main, is still not exempt 
from important interpolations. We detect a palpable contradiction, 

1 Cap. 9. 

s OWek yvr;GUJupo1J lp.a{}ev a:lr' !p.ofJ MSyov' cUAa oMa tm ~LO~ AaTe vpir. 

8 As Schenkel has asserted. 
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when, for example, we observe, gleaming through the surface of the 
whole epistle, the simple relations of the oldest constitution of the 
Christian church, where' bishops and presbyters were placed wholly on 
a level, and then in one passage, § 40 and onward, find the whole 
system of the Jewish priesthood transferred to the Christian church. 
The epistle which passes under the name of the second, is manifestly 
nothing but the fragment of a homily. 

Under the name of this Clement, two other epistles have been pre
served in the Syrian church, which were published by Wetstein, in au 
appendix to his edition of the New Testament. They are circular leir 
ters, addressed particularly to those Christians of both sexes who lived 
in the state of celibacy. The praise which these writings bestow on 
the unmarried life, is by no means &ufficient to prove that Clement was 
not their author; this high estimation of celibacy 1 having become com
mon at a very early period. There are several things in favor of the 
high antiquity of these epistles:. they nowhere indicate the presence 
of a hierarchical effort; they do not, like other writings of this kind, 
apply the Old-Testament ideas of the priesthood to the Christian 
church; they make no prominent distinction between clergy and laity, 
n?r between bishops and presbyters; they represent the gift of healing 
dlBeases, especially demoniacal possessions, as a free gift, not attached 
to any particular office. Still, however, these considerations do not 
amount to a certain proof of the high antiquity of the writings; the 
whole admitting of an easy explanation, even on the supposition of 
their later origin, from the tendencies peculiar to certain countries of 
the East. 

As these epistles must have been quite agreeable to the ascetic ten
~ency of the 'Vestern, particularly of the North-African church; as, 
ill similar writings of a practical character, (aimed against the Bame 
a.buses which are reproved in these epistles,) there was frequent occa
SlOn for alluding to them, it must appear the more singular, that they 
~re found nowhere cited before the fourth century; 2 a fact sufficient of 
Itself to excite suspicion with regard to their authenticity. 

These epistles. bear every mark of having been forged in some East
ern church, in the last times of the second or in the third centurYt 
partly with a view to exalt the merits of the unmarried life, partly to 
counteract the abuses which, under the show of celibacy, began to gain 
ground, particularly the irregular connections of the crvvetUaICTol.3 

Under the name of this Clement, various other writings were forged, 
subservient to some hierarchical or dogmatic interest; as, for examplet 
the tract which relates to the history of Olement himself, who is repre
~ented to have been a convert of the Apostle Peter, together with his 
ather, whom he lost and afterwards finds again; 4 the Olementines, 

Whose peculiar style of thought, resembling that of the Ebionites, we 

!See vol. L p. 277. the synodal1etter against Paul of Samosata. 
n' The first allusions to it are in Epipha- Euseb.1. VII. c. 30. . . 

IUS and Jerome. • Hence the title to one of the reVISIOns 
f 

8 ~ich abuse had spread in the church ' preserved to us in the version of Rufinus, 
o AntlOch, as well as of North Africa. See ava}'V€.>ptufloi., Recognitiones. 
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have already described; finally, the collection of apostolical constitu· 
tions, (Otara~Etr or olaraya2 u:rrOI1TOAlIcal,) and the apostolical canons, (lCavove, 
a7rOI1TOAllCot.) 

The origin of these two collections may be explained in the same 
way as that of the sa.called Apostles' Creed. As men originally spoke 
of an apostolical tradition relating to matters of doctrine, without its 
ever having occurred to them that the apostles had drawn up a comes-
sion of faith; so they were accustomed to speak of an apostolical tra· 
dition relating to the constitution and usages of the church, without 
ever having supposed that the apostles had given any written laws on 
the subject. The expressions" apostolical traditions, apostolical ordi· 
nances," having thus once become familiar, a foothold was furnished 
for the opinion, or the pretence, ~hat the apostles, having prepared a 
written confession of faith, had also drawn up a collection of ecclesias-
tical laws. Hence, to subserve different interests, different collections 
of this kind may have sprung into existence, since the one which 
Epiphanius cites in many places is evidently not the same with our 
present Apostolical Co.nstitutions. These latter appear to have been 
formed gradually, in the Eastern church, out of differen~ fragments, dur· 
ing a period reaching from the close of the second into the fourth century. 

Hermas would follow the next in this series, were he same with the 
one mentioned in Paul's epistle to the Romans, chap. 16, as many 
among the ancients supposed. We have, under this name, a work en· 
titled The Shepherd, (7rO'fl1J'v ;) so called, because in the second book an 
angel, the appointed guardian of Hermas, is introduced in the character 
of a shepherd. 

It cannot be certainly determined whether the author had, or imag·. 
ined he had, the visions which he describes; or whether he invented 
them to procure a more favorable reception for the doctrines, chiefly 
practical, which he advances. The work was written originally in 
Greek, but has been preserved to us, for the most part, only in a Latin 
translation. It stood in high repute among the Greek writers of the 
second century, a distinction, perhaps, to which the name of the sup
posed author, and his famous visions, not a little contr~buted. Irem~US 
cites the book under the title of the scripture. Yet it may be very 
much doubted whether the Hermas of the Apostle Paul was really its 
author; although the other tradition, also, (cited in the poem against 
Marcion, ascribed to Tertullian, and in the fragment on the canon of 
the New Testament, published by Muratori,l) which ascribes it to the 
brother of Pius, bishop of Rome, about the year 156, is no less doubt
ful ; since it is impossible to determine how much credit is due to these 
two documents; and the high reputation of the book in the times of 
Irenreus and Clement of Alexandria, can hardly be reconciled with the 
hypothesis of so late an origin.2 

Ignatius, bishop of the church at Antioch, is said, in the reign of 

1 Antiq. ital. jUdo revi, T. m. stroying the authority of the book were led 
~ It may have been, that the Roman for this very purpose to fix on so late an 

Bishop Pius actually had a brother of this author. 
name; and those who were desirous of de
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Trajan, to have been conveyed as a prisoner to Rome, where he was 
expecting to be thrown to the wild beasts. On the way, he is said to 
have written seven epistles; six to churches of Asia Minor, and one to 
Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna. These letters, it must be allowed, con
tain passages which at least bear throughout the stamp of antiquity. 
Such especially are the passages directed against Judaism and against 
Docetism; but even the briefer revision, which is the one most entitled 
to confidence, has been very much interpolated. As the account of 
the martyrdom of Ignatius may be justly suspected,l so too the 
letters which presuppose the correctness of this suspicious legend, do 
not wear at all a stamp of a distinct individuality of character, and of a 
man of these times addressing his last words to the churches. A hie
rarchical purpose is not to be mistaken. 

The letter to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, wears very much the ap
pearance of an idle compilation That to the Roman church possesses 
more decided marks of originality than the others. 

Of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, we have already spoken. To him 
is ascribed an epistle to the church at Philippi; nor are there any suf
ficient reasons for doubting that he was the author of it. 

Immediately after the apostolical fathers, we place the Apologists, 
who follow next in the order of time. The existing scientific culture 
would first be made subservient to the defence of Christianity under 
the government of Hadrian; and the Apologists, who began to appear 
a.bout this period, are therefore to be considered as the earliest repre
sentatives of such a combination. 

Among these, the first to be noticed is Quadratus. He was known 
as an evangelist,2 and stood in high repute on account of his prophetic 
gifts. He must not be taken for the same person as a Quadratus, who, 
in the time of Marcus Aurelius, was bishop of the church at Athens, 
and with whom Jerome has confounded him. It is to be regretted, 
that his Apology has not come down to us. Eusebius has preserved 
the following remarkable passage from it: "The works of our Saviour 
Were always to be seen, for they were real; - those that were healed, 
and those that were raised from the dead, were seen, not Emly when 
they were healed or raised, but they were always there; not only whilst 
he dwelt on the earth, but also after his departure, which they long sur
vived; so that some of them have lived even to our o:wn times." 3 

The second, Aristides, still retained, after he became a Christian, 
the philosopher's cloak, (rp£(3c.JV, pallium,) so that he might be able to 
~resent Christianity to the educated Heathen as· the new philosophy 
from heaven.4 

Justin :Martyr is worthy of notice, as ,being the first among these 

1 See yo1. I. p. 191. ~ Hieronym: de yir. illnstr. c. 20, cpo 83, 
2 This word is to be understood in· the ad Magnum: Apologeticum contextum phi

8en~e of the New Testament, i. e. as desig Iosophorum sententia. The tr~veller Dc 
nntJ~g a tc~acher, not connected with any Ia Guilletiere says, that in a clOIster, about 
.p~ru.cular church, but travelling about as no twenty-four miles from Athe~s, they pretend 
Jn~slOnary to preach the gospel. still to be in possession of thlS Apology. 

Euseb. 1. III. c. 37 j 1. IV. c. 3 i 1. V. 
c.17. 

VOL. I. 56 
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apologists whose writings have come down to our times, and the first 
Christian father, intimately known to us, in whom we observe Christian
ity in contact with the Hellenic culture, and more particularly with the 
Platonic philosophy; in which respect, he is the precursor of the Alex
andrian church-teachers. The accounts of his life and education we 
must derive for the most part from his own writings; and it will be the 
safest course to confine ourselves in the first place to his two Apologies; 
inasmuch as these are the undoubted productions of Justin, and bear 
indubitable marks of a decided intellectual bent. As to his other 
writings, they must first be compared with these, before we can decide 
about their genuineness. 

Flavius J ustinus was born in the city of Flavia Neapolis, the ancient 
Sichem in Samaria: it was at that time a Roman~Greek colony, in 
whioh the Greek language and culture predominated. Probably it was 
not a decided taste for speculative inquiries, which in truth he did not 
possess, but the longing after some stable ground of religious convic
tion, that led him, with many others of his age, to the study of philoso
phy; and precisely for this reason the philosophy of Plato would pre
sent the most attractions for him. It was not so much true that he 
beoame a systematic follower of this philosophy, as that he adopted 
many of its ideas, and particularly such as were suited to meet the 
spirit of an age which felt the necessity of religion. But the spirit of 
this philosophy could not so pre-occupy his mind, as to unfit it, as it did 
many other minds, for other spiritual impressions. He informs us him
self how he came to be a Christian.! "I also," says he, "was once 
an admirer of the doctrines of Plato; and I heard the Christians 
abused. But when I saw them meet death, and all that is accounted 
terrible among men, without dismay, I knew it to be impossible that 
they should live in sin and lust. I despised-the opinion of the multi
tude; I glory in being a Christian, and take every pains to prove my
self worthy of my calling." 

After becoming a Christian, Justin still retained the mantle 2 which 
he had worn as a pagan philosopher and ascetic, availing himself of his 
former garb and mode of life as a means which enabled him easily to 
introduce, in his intercourse with men, religious and philosophical sub
jects, and through these to prepare the way for bringing home the gos
pel to their hearts. Thus he may be regarded as an itinerant preacher 
in the garb of a philosopher. 3 From one of his remarks in the second 
Apology, where, describing the Christian cultus, he says, " We conduot 
the convinced, after we have baptized them, to the assembled brethren," 
it has been too hastily inferred,4 that he was ordained to the spiritual 
office. No such distinction was made, as yet, between clergy and laity, 
as renders it improbable that Justin expressed himself in this way on 
the principle of the universal Christian priesthood. But whether he 

1 Apolog. I. p. 50, 51. since we might at least assume that the 
2 See vol. I. p. 275. author was acquainted with the history 0 f 
8 Even if the Dialogue with Trypho were Justin's life. 

not genuine, yet on this point we might i By Tillemont. 
avail ourselves of the accounts it contains; 
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had been solemnly ordained, in the name of the church, to the office 
of an evangelist or not, - a question of little importance, - his gifts as 
a teacher would hardly be suffered to lie idle, when they could be so 
usefully employed, both in spreading the gospel among the Heathen, 
and in giving instruction to the churches themselves. If any reliance 
can be placed on the story of Justin's martyrdom, it would appear from 
this narrative, that, while he resided at Rome, a portion of the church, 
who understood the Greek language, were accustomed to meet and hear 
him discourse in his own house. 

We remarked in the first section of this history,l that, soon after the 
death of the Emperor Hadrian, and at the beginning of the reign of 
Pius, the Christians were persecuted. It was on this occasion that 
Justin, who happened to be then living at Rome, felt himself called 
upon to present to the emperor a written defence of their cause. As 
the name of Marcus Aurelius with the title of Cresar does not appear 
at the head of this document, it was probably written before Aurelius 
had been nominated to that dignity, which happened in the year 139.2 

It is more difficult to determine at what time the work which goes by 
the name of the first Apology of Justin was written. The immediate 
occasion of his writing in defence of the Christians was an incident, 
which presents a striking illustration of the working of Christianity and 
of the persecutions. A woman of Rome, who with her husband had 
led an abandoned life, became a convert. She now refused to share 
any longer in the vices of her husband, and used all her influence to 
reclaim him. Being unsuccessful in this, and finding it impossible to 
remain connected with her husband without participating in his sins, she 
availed herself of the privilege allowed in such cases according to the 
doctrine of our Lord, and procured a divorce. In revenge, her hus
band accused her of b~ing a Christian. The woman now petitioned 
the emperor, that she might first be allowed to arrange her domestic 
affairs, when she would submit the matter to a judicial investigation. 
The husband, perceiving that his vengeance against his wife was thus 
likely to be delayed, turned his malice upon her Christian teacher, whose 
~ame was Ptolemreus. The latter was seized by a centurion, and car
ried before the prrefect of the city. Having boldly declared before 
the prrefect th3:t he was a Christian, he was condemned to death. 

1 See vol. I. p. 103. 
2 The superscription runs as follows: Av.. 

'roKpaTOpt TiTlt> AiAil:J 'Aoptavl:J 'AvTC.JVivl:J 
'Evue8cl 'I.ef3(urrl:J KalUupt /Cal OVllptuuipl:J 
~lrfi cIltAouotjll:J /Cal AOVKLl:J CPtAoUO~l:J (accord
lng to Euscbius, tplM(10tpOV) Icat(1~ tpV(1Et 
1Ilrfi Kal Evaef30vr ela7rotf;Tl:J, lpa~ 7raL&ia,r, 
lepr) Te (1fry/CAf;T~ Kat OT;Pl:J 7raVTl 'PlJpalt.JV. 
T?e first namcd is the Augustus Antoninus 
PIUS, who had then entered upon his reign j 
the Becond, M. Antoninu!! Philosoph us, to 
Whom the Emperor Hadrian (at whose re
q'!Icst Antoninus Pius adopted him) had 
glyen the name Annius Verissimus j the 
thIrd, Lucius Verns Antoninus, who after

was son of Lucius JEHus Verns, whom Tra
jan had adopted, and nominated Cresar. 
After the early death of Lucius. he also, in 
compliance with the wish of Hadrian, was 
adopted by Antoninus Pius, who took the 
placc of his father. The reading found in 
Eusebius is most probably the correct. one; 
for it can hanBy be supposed that Lucius 
Verns would have two epithets. The sur
name "philosopher" is. quite incongruo~8 
applied to a youth but mne years old j '~hlle 
he mi<7ht be styled, with perfect propnety, 
the l/'aar7U: 7raUSeiar. The surname" philo
sopher" would sooner be giveu to the now 
deceased lElius Verns, whom Spartianus 

Wards was c.o-regent with M. Aurelius. He calls" ernditus in literis." 
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Another Christian -by the name of Lucius, on hearing this decision; 
said to the prrofect: "Why do you condemn to death a man who is 
guilty neither of murder, nor theft, nor adultery, nor any other crime, 
but merely because he has called himself a Christian? Such a pra. 
ceeding does not become the pious emperor, nor the philosopher, the 
emperor's son." 1 From these words, the prrofect gathered that the 
speaker was also a Christian, and, upon his avowing that it was so, con
demned him likewise to death. A third met with the same fate. 

The question now arises, whether these events agree best with the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, or with that of Marcus Aurelius. We find 
nothin..g here which might not have happened under the reign of the 
former; for, as we have said,2 the law of Trajan was in fact by no 
means repealed by the rescripts of Hadrian and of Antoninus Pius: the 
public confession of Christianity might still be punished with death, 
although the clemency of the emperor left it in the power of every well
disposed magistrate to exercise great indulgence. But is it probable, 
that a Christian would thus address the prrefect, if the reigning empe
ror himself had issued a severe edict against the Christians as such? 3 

Moreover, the Apology itself contains no allusion whatever to the exist. 
ence of a new law against the Christians, for the repeal of which Jus
tin was petitioning the emperor. It may be said that it is only to the 
times of ~I. Aurelius the language of Justin is applicable, where he 
speaks of confessions extorted by the rack from slaves, women and 
children, in which those popular rumors about the unnatural crimes, 
said to be committed in the Christian assemblies, were acknowledged 
to be true. Beyond question,4 we find examples of such proceedings 
against the Christians first cited under the reign of M. Aurelius; but 
as popular fanaticism had already, from the time of Nero, set in circu
lation such reports against the Christians, the same fanaticism may have 
found many a magistrate, previous to the time of which we are speak
ing, disposed both to credit it and to administer to it. Besides, in the 
Apology which by universal consent is placed in the reign of Antoninus 
Pius, Justin only asks that men would cease to place reliance on the 
blind reports of the populace against the Christians. He says, it is" 
true, that the things which happened at Rome in the time of U rbiellS 
were everywhere occurring; that other governors acted in the same 
unreasonable manner; that generally, where an individual was reformed 
by Christianity, one of his most intimate relations or friends would ap
pear as his accuser, - all which seems to agree chiefly with the times 
of general persecution under :M. Aurelius. But in the. times of Anto
ninus Pius also, the Christians in many districts were furiously attacked 
by. the P?pulace, whe~ce the emperor was moved to publish tho~e 
edIcts which were deSIgned to quiet the minds of the people. It IS 

1 Ov 1Tp€7rovTa Evae{Jei aVTolCpaTOpt oMe such- law, are far from being satisfactory. 
~tMa0'P'tJ (according to Eusebius; the' com The psychological problem is solved in t~e 
mon reading, 'PtMa0'Pov.) way I have shown in my account of thIS 

2 See vol. I. p. 105. persecution. It might be conceded, how
. 8 The reasons alleged by Hr. Semisch ever, that the words may possibly have been 

(Studien und Kritiken. J. ]835, p. 939) spoken before the publication of such a law. 
against believing in the existence of any i See vol. I. p. 108. 



JUSTIN MARTYR. 665 

singular too, that, in the above-cited titles of the reigning princes by the 
Christian Lucius, the surname "philosopher" should not be given to 
M. Aurelius, to whom it properly belonged, but should be transferred 
to Verus, to whom it did not belong and was never applied; while that 
of Antoninus Pius should be given to M. Aurelius, who in his lifetime 
was never known by that title.1 Even if we rejected the reading ,in 
Eusebius, it would not help the matter; for, at the end of the Apology, 
the same predicates are once more subjoined to the names of the two 
emperors-i These reasons concur to show, that this Apology ought not 
to be placed, as it is by the common hypothesis, supported by the 
weighty authorities of Pagi, Tillemont, and Mosheim, in the reign of 
M. Aurelius; but in the times of Anooninus Pius, as is maintained by 
Valesius and Longuerue. 

It is remarkable,3 again, that Justin twice refers,4 in this Apology, to 
something he had said before, which nevertheless does not occur in this 
Apology, but which is found in the first. He uses the same phrase, 
cj, 'Trpoerp1]flev, which he employs elsewhere, when he refers to passages in 
the same document; - and this hardly admits of being reconciled with 
the long interval of time by which, on the other hypothesis, we must sup
pose the two Apologies were separated from each other. 

With all this, we shall not deny that the authority of Eusebius is 
against us; for we must allow, that he seems to consider the first-cited 
Apology as the first, composed under the reign of Antoninus Pius, and 
00 place'the second under that of ~1. Aurelius.5 It would be neces
sary, then, in retaining our own view of the matter, to suppose that the 
right relation of the two Apologies to each other had, in the time of 
Eusebius, already become confused; which assuredly is possible. But 
we should not omit also to remark, that, if this Apology was written in 
the reign of Anooninus Pius, it must seem strange that Lucius did not 
appeal to the laws enacted by that emperor against the popular attacks 
on the Christians, and favorable 00 their interests; though we must ad
mit that in such laws the Christians were ever disposed to find more 
than they really contained.6 

We have had occasion to speak already of Justin's peculiar idea with 

1 Compo the reasons, certainly not with
out weight, which Semisch has presented in 
favor of the common explanation of these 
titles, in the Studien und Kritiken, J. 1835, 
S.921. 

2 Er1] OVV vflU' Mic.J, evae{1ela, Ka2 
~LAoaol/Jiar TU diKaLa V'TrEP lavTWv ICp'ivaL. 
That the epithet tpt.A6C10cpOr, which occurs at 
the beginning of the Apology of Athenag
oras, whether applied to L. Verus or to 
Commodns, rannot serve to relieve this dif
ficulty, is plain; since it may be easily shown, 
that the predicate, belonging properly to 
only one of the emperors, is attrihuted to 
them both in common, as the case there 
stands. 

3 As the Benedictine editor long ago
noticed. 

t According to the Benedictine editioD, 
56

§ 4, where he speaks of enmity to God; § 6, 
where he speaks of the incarnation of tho 
Logos j and § 8, where he speaks of Hera
clitus. 

6 By comparing n.13 and IV. IS (IV. 11 
is less clear), and by comparing c. 17 with 
what precedes, we can scarce doubt that 
either the reading 'TrpOTEpa is corrupt, or 
Eusehius so wrote through a mere oversight. 

6 Thouooh I cannot think the difficultv so 
great as itis considered to he by Hr. Sem"isch 
(1. c. p. 920), who does not belie,-e that a 
prrefect under this reign would have acted 
in this manner; for Trajan's rescrip~ 'yas 
eertainlv still in full force, and a Christian 
who, before the civil magistr~te, professed a 
reliooio illicita and declared Inmself opposed 
to the state r~ligion, had to be punished for 
his obstinacy (obstinatio.) 
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regard to the spermatic Word, (Myo~ am:pp.aTlIc6~,) as related to the abso
lute, divine Logos, and constituting the transition-link betwixt Christianity 
and everything true and good in the times antecedent to Christianity
an idea which was laid hold of and prosecuted still farther by the Alex· 
andrians. It is singular, however, that in Justin's other writings not a 
hint is to be found respecting this idea, so predominant in the Apol~ 
gies. It might be said, indeed, Justin simply made use of this idea in 
accommodation to his particular purpose, which was, to render the 
philosophical emperor more favorably inclined to his proposiijons; but 
the supposition is an unnatural one. Forming our estimate of Justin 
especially from his own writings, we could hardly give him credit for 
possessing versatility of mind enough, to range so freely in a circle of 
ideas which had been merely borrowed from abroad to answer a present 
purpose. That more candid an,d liberal judgment of the Greek phil~ 
sophy, and that impartial and fair statement even of opinions which he 
censures, we must regard rather as the expression of his real views. 
But in his other writings, which aimed at the conversion of the Heathens, 
he might beyond doubt have employed the same method with as good 
effect as in the Apologies. Why, then, did he not employ it? The 
case would appear still more singular, if we supposed, according to the 
common view, that Justin wrote the two Apologies in times so widely 
different. 

We have a production, under the name of Justin, entitled an Adnur 
nition to the Gentiles, (1rapalVeTtKO~ 7rpO~ ·E;U1/va~,) the design of which is to 
convince the Heathens of the insufficiency of tlieir popular religion, as well 
as of their philosophical doctrines of religion, and of the necessity of a 
higher instruction from God himself. It is most probably the same 
treatise which we find cited by Eusebius and Photius under the title of 
The Refutation, (lM:yXo~,) a title well suited to the contents.1 

In this treatise, we find no trace of that milder and more liberal way 
of thinking which we observe in the Apologies,-no trace of that pf7 
culiar circle of ideas of which we have spoken, but rather the reverse. 
All true knowledge of God is here represented as derived solely 
from revelation. It is admitted, indeed, that among the Heathen there 
were many feeble though misunderstood echoes of the truth; yet these 
were derived from a misunderstood and corrupt tradition; - which 
agrees with the idea prevailing among the Alexandrian Jews, that 
a knowledge of the doctrines communicated by divine revelationto the 
J~ws, had come to the Greeks through Egypt. While, in the Apolo· 
gles, men are acknowledged to have existed among the Heat.hen, who, 
following the revelation of the Myo~ a1rfPflaTlKO~, were witnesses for the 
truth before the appearance of Christianity, it is here asserted,2 on the 
contrary: "Your own teachers have been constrained, even against 
their will, to say a great deal for us concerning divine providence ; and 
particularly those of them who have resided in Egypt, and profited by 
the religion of :Moses and his fathers." 

1 co~p. S~mis~h:s th~rough investignti0!1 "Monographie," p. 105, where ~lso ,,!i11 be 
respectmg thlS wrItmg In the first vol. of hIS found a list of the authors on this subject. 

2 Cohortat. p. 15. 
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'Ve "cannot possibly suppose, that this treatise sprung from a mind of 
the same way of thinking, as that which produced Justin's Apolo
gies. Yet, if we are disposed to ascribe it to him, we must at least 
not follow the common hypothesis, and consider it the first production of 
his after his conversion, but, on the contrary, one of his latest. 'Ve 
must suppose, that the mild and liberal way of thinking" which he 
originally indulged, became afterwards mOre narrow and rigid; and 
that those views, resulting from the peculiar direction of his mind, and 
originally predominant with him, concerning the relation of the revela· 
tions of the il.oyor G1tcpp.art/cor to the revelation .of the absolute Logos, 
which we find predominant in the Apologies, had at some later period 
been wholly suppressed by the notions which he had imbibed from the 
Alexandrian Jews concerning a source of outward tradition.1 Such a 
change is indeed possible, and examples of the same kind are doubt. 
less to be met with; but it may be a question, whether this treatise 
contains sufficiently decisive evidence of having proceeded from J llstin, 
to make such an hypothesis necessary. 
. We have next, under the name of Justin, a short address to the 
Gentiles, (Myor 'lrpor "EAA77var,) with which indeed no title mentioned in 
the indexes to the writings of Justin among the ancients corresponds, but 
which, however, if we cannot consider it a production of Justin be
cause it differs from the style of his writings,2 bears at least the stamp 
of the same age. It is a rhetorical exhibition of the untenablcness of 
the pagan doctrine concerning the gods, in which the finest passage is 
the conclusion:" "The power of the Logos does not produce poets; it 

1 It is not to be denied, that these notions 
oecur also in the Apologies; but they are 
kept more in the barkground, while the 
othcrview predominates. Apolog.lI. p. 81: 
" All that philosophers and poets have said 
about the immortality of the soul: about 
punishments after death, about the intuition 
of heavenly things, or about similar doc
trines, they have been enahled to know, and 
have unfolded, because they have been fur
nished with a clue to them by the prophets. 
lIence there seems to be one and the same 
Sun of truth for them all j and it is plain, 
~hat they have not correctly understood it, 
If they contradict one another." So too, p. 92, 
Plato's doctrine of the creation is traced to 
Moses. 

2 Although I agree with Semisch in the 
result, yet I cannot approve the reasons 
which he adduces (p. 166) for deciding that 
the writing is not Justin's. The difference 
?e~wccn the Admonitions and the Apologies 
IS lD fact greater than that which he makes 
so prominent between this writing and the 
?ther writing~ of Justin. 'VlJat Justin says 
In .the Ap?logies, respecting the motives 
whICh led hIm to ahandon Paganism, mILy 
bhe easily reconciled with what he alleges 
ere, when he speaks of his ahhorrence of 

the immoralities in the pnO'an mythology; 
for although he had learned already, in the 

philosophical schools, to give another sense 
to the mythological narratives, yet this arti
ficial concealment of the breach with the 
traditional religion could not satisfy him. 
He might then very justly mention this as 
one thing which led him to Christianity, 
though it was not the only one. In truth, 
one is not always under the necessity of 
expressing in full every thing thl\t has con· 
tributed to induce a change in his convic· 
tions and mode of conduct. The manner, 
however: in whieh Christianity operated on 
him, he describes here not otherwise than 
he does in his other writings. Hr. Semiseh 
labors under a mistake, when he supposes 
that in this writing he finds it made tho 
boast of Christianity, that it does not form 
philosophers. This is not what is said; but 
that it makes men more than philosophers, 
- that it converts mortals into gods; and 
this, too, Justin might have said. Nor does 
it admit of being proved from this writing, 
that the author supposed no inter'mc~i~to 
state after death, - no Hades as a transitIon 
stage; for, when he speaks of the ret~m of 
redeemed souls to God, the reference IS here 
to the ultimate end - the final goal; and, 
moreover, the expression is too genera! ~nd 
vague to furnish any grounds for decIdmg 
as to what the auth01"s "iews were on this 
point. 

http:Apolog.lI
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does not create philosophers, nor able orators; but, by forming us 
anew, it makes of mortal men immortal, converts mortals into gods. It 
transports us from the earth beyond the limits of Olympus. Come, and 
submit yourselves to its influence. Become as I am, for I too was as 
you are: this has conquered me, the divinity of the doctrine, the power 
of the Logos; for as a master serpent-charmer lures out and frightens 
away the hideous reptile from his den, so the word drives the fearful 
passions of our sensual nature from the most secret recesses of the soul. 
And the cravings of lust having once been banished, the soul becomes 
calm and serene; and, delivered from the evil which had cleaved to it, 
returns to its Creator.'; 1 

The hrgest and most important work we have from Justin, is, next 
to the Apologies, his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew - the object of 
which is to prove that Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old Testa
ment, and to refute the objections then commonly urged by the Jews 
against Christianity. Justin comes, probably to Ephesus, in company 
with Trypho a Jew, whom the war excited by Barcochba had driven 
from Palestine, and who was traveling about Greece; having there 
studied, and become enamored of the Greek philosophy. The phi
losopher's cloak, which Justin wore, led Trypho to accost him as he was 
taking a solitary walk; and a conversation arose between them about 
the knowledge of God, which Justin finally turns to the subject of 
Christianity. The conversation is supposed to be here put down in 
writing. 

The unanimous testimony of the ancients assigns this Dialogue to 
Justin. The author intimates that he is the same Justin who wrote 
the Apologies, by citing a passage from the so-called second Apology, 
as his own production.2 He describes himself in the introduction 38 

one who had left Platonism for Christianity - which applies perfectly 
well to Justin. No unprejudiced reader can deny, that the writing 
must have been composed by a contemporary of Justin, or at least by 
a man who lived very near to those times. Such being the case, no 
good reason can be imagined, why a man, who, as appears evident from 
this book, was by his own personal qualifications entitled to rank as 
high as Justin himself, should, instead of writing it in his own name, 
cause it to appear under that of a contemporary. Besides, the book 
is wholly free from those marks of studious design, so apparent in other 
forgeries of the same period, written for the purpose of giving spread 
to certain favorite opinions. The prevailing aim is a polemical one 
against Jews and Judaizing Christians; and here nothing was to be 
gained in the estimation of either party by using the name of the Sa
maritan pagan, and former Platonist.3 

1 Respec~ing the !reat!se "on the Unity of edition of the same, 1764, p. 174, are drown 
God," (7t'fPL fL01JapXta~,) mcorrectly ascribed from the mode of citation from the Alexan
to Justin, see the remarks of Semisch, 1. c. drian version. Comp., on the other side, 
p.167. 	 Stroth, in the Repertorillm fUr bibl. u. mor

2 Vid. Simon Magus, Dial. Tryph. f. 349. genliind. Litcratllr, Bd. II. S. 74; next Roch, 
B The arguments brought against the J ustini M. Dial. c. Tryph. sccundam re~la8 

genuineness of this book by Wetstein, Pro criticas examinat. et VO{)E.VUfI.Jr convlctuS, 
legomena. in Nov. Test., and Semler in his 1700, - a. work which I have not seen j and 

http:VO{)E.VUfI.Jr
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We may be. struck, it is true, at meeting here with the same phe
nomena which we remarked in speaking of the" Refutation of the 
Gentiles;" but here the case is altered. We saw, in fact, that Justin 
is seeking to point out, on the one hand, the affinity of Christianity 
with the better sort of Greek philosophy, and, on the other, the unsatis
factory nature of that philosophy so far as it respects religion. Now, 
if in the Apologies, directed. to the philosopher :Marcus Aurelius, par
ticular prominence would necessarily be given to the former point of 
view; in a work, on the contrary, which is aimed against Jews, who 
sought· in the Greek philosophy a supplement to the religious instruc
tion of the Old Testament, this point of view would necessarily be kept 
wholly in the back ground. Yet, at the same time, there is an evident 
affinity of ideas between the Dialogue and the Apologies, even in that fa
vorite thought of the Apologies relating to the MSyo~ G1rfPflaTliCOr. In like 
manner as in the first Apology, he says that men would have had some 
excuse for their sins, if the Logos had first revealed himself to ma'll
kind but a hundred and fifty years ago; if his agency had not been 
felt at all times among men through the medium of that i..0YDr G1rfPflaTlICOr: 

so, in the present treatise, he makes the same remark in reference to 
the moral ideas (tpvat/Cat tvvouu) inseparable from human nature, which 
force men everywhere to recognize sin as sin, and which, by the influ
ence of the evil spirit, by bad education, manners and laws, were capa
ble of being extinguished and suppressed rather than totally destroyed. 
What he says here also concerning that which had revealed itself at all 
times and by its own nature, as the goodness whereby alone men could 
please God,- in contradistinction to the ceremonial law, which was 
valid only as a means of discipline and culture for the Jewish hardness 
of heart, or as typical of the future,! - naturally leads to the idea of 
that MSyor G1rfp[lllTUCOr, by which a moral consciousness was given to all 
mankind. 

It is very true, that in the Apologies we find no trace of Chiliasm; 
but the spiritual ideas of eternal life and of the kingdom of Christ, 
which are so clearly displayed in the Apologies, stand in no manner of 
contradiction with this doctrine; and we should not forget that the 
Chiliasts themselves regarded the millennium as being but a medium of 
transition to a higher stage of existence. It may perhaps be explained, 
that this doctrine, which could not fail to be peculiarly offensive to the 
educated Heathen, was not mentioned by him in his Apologies~ because, 
although important according to his own views, yet it did not belong to 
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, which latter, we must allow, 
he exhibited without the leu-st disguise, even when they were offensive 
to the Heathen. In a dialogue designed to vindicate the Christian 
doctrine against the objections of the Jews, he had special occasion, on 
the contrary, to make this a prominent point, in order to show, that the 
Christians were orthodox in this particular, even according to the J ew-

Lange in the first vol. of his DOl!IDcoge- cd. Rosenrnueller, Fnldner, et Manrer. T. I. 

Behichte, -nn excellent refutation of l\Iuen- P. II. 

Bcher. Vid. Commentationcs thcologicre, 1 Tu 9tlGft /Cal Uet Kat vl iP.ov /Ca'.u KtU 


diKam Kat aya{Ja. Sec p. 247, 264, 320. 
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ish representations. The antipathy to Gnosticism and .to the doctrines 
of Marcion is strongly marked in both works; and with this spirit, Chili
asm at that time readily sympathized. 

In respect to the doctrine of the Logos and of the Holy Spirit, we 
find in the Apologies and in the Dialogue a striking coincidence. More
over, the thoughts and expressions which occur in both productions, ex
hibit still more evident marks of· their having proceeded from the same 
author.! 

We cannot determine with certainty, whether Justin actually had 
such a disputation with a Jew by the name of Trypho ; but it is at least 
quite probable that various disputations with Jews furnished him an in
ducement to ,vrite such a Dialogue, as he had thereby acquired so inti
mate a knowledge of the Jewish theology of the age. He was always 
ready to give Jews and Gentiles the reasons of his faith. As we are 
not able to distinguish what is mere drapery in this Dialogue from what 
is.fact, so neither can we find in it any sufficient marks by which to de
termine its exact chronology; but it is certain, from the citation out of 
the first Apology, that it was composed at a later period than the lat
ter, and probably, when we take into consideration all that has been 
said, later than either of the Apologies. 

Justin speaks of the power of the gospel, from his own experienc~, 
in the Dialogue, as well as in the Apologies. "I found in the doctrine 
of Christ," says he, " the only sure and salutary philosophy; for it has 
in it a power to awe, which restrains those who depart from the right 
way; and the sweetest peace is the portion of them that practise it. 
That this doctrine is sweeter than honey is evident; since we who 
have been formed by it, refuse to deny his name, even to death." 

We have to regret the loss of a work which Justin wrote against all 
the heretical sects of his day, and of his book against Marcion. 
Whether the fragment of a work on the resurrection, which John of 
Damascus in the eighth century published under Justin's name, really 
belongs to him, is extremely doubtful: Eusebius, Jerome, and Photius, 
knew nothing of any such work. Their silence, however, is no proof 
that it was not his.2 

Among the finest remains of Christian antiquity belongs the letter to 
Diognetus on the characteristics of the Christian worship compared 
with Paganism and with Judaism, which is found among the works of 
Justin. It contains that noble description of the Christian life, from 

1 The mystical interpretation of the Mes betrays the same author; only that, in. the 
sianic pasgage, Gen. 49: 11. ApoloO'. II. p. former passage, he makes usc of expressIOns 
74: To yap •. 7rAV1JWV T~V t11'OA~V ~V1'OV which were borrowed more from the Greek 
I.v alflaTL t;Tra~VAT;~" 7rpoayycATLKOV 7]V philosophy, as his ~urpose required th~t he 
rail 7rul'Jov~, ou 7ruaXt:LV l:flcUc, &t' alflaTII~' should: To Ti;J alp.art aVTov urrorrAvvetV 
ICal'Jatpwv TOUr 7rU1iCVOVTa~ aVTi;J' fJ yap "e- piUetv TOUr 7rlarcvovra~ aVTi;J E:rJ~Mv. l:ro
1CA1lpivTJ inro TOV l'hl.oV 7rVeVflaro~ Otil ToV ~v yap aVTov eKuAe(1e TO uyuw 7rVcVfla rov~ 
7rpoifrijrov aToA~, ol 7rU1TeVovTcr o:b'ri;J elmv Ot' avrov u.~CO'lV aflapTWv M.f3ollra~, tv ol~ 
uvl'JPW7rOl, tv ol~ oiled TO 7rapii. ToV l'Jcov ad ovvuflet ph rrapc(1Tt, KaL hePli:Jr oe 
a7riPfla, /) MYO~, TO oe clP1JpivOll alfla Tit~ rrapEurat ev T~ oevrtp~ alJroV rrapoval{J. Ti) 
ara~vAT;r, a1Jfla'liTlKOV roV l:;tt:LV fleV alfla TOV oe alfla ararpvAilr ctrrdv TOV MYOV, Oeo~;W/Ct:V, 
~aVT/aoflEVov, aU' ob" e; avl'Jpw7retov arrip Ort alfla pev l:Xt:L 11 Xpluror ou" e; u~ptJrr01J 
uar~, aJJ.: t" aetar ovvu.flew~. Compo with arrfPflaTo~' aU' ere rij~ roV {}cov oV'VafLE:l.J'. 
this the passage in Dial. Tryph. 273, which 2 Compo Semisch, 1. C. I. S. 146. 
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which we have already made 8t brief quotation. Its language, its 
thoughts, and the silence of ancient writers, prove, that the letter did 
not come from the hand of Justin. But the Christian simplicity which 
pervades it is an evidence of its high antiquity; to which may be add
ed, that the author places Judaism and Paganism in the same cate
gory; that he seems not to consider the Jewish ritual as of divine 
origin.- and yet nothing properly Gnostic is to be found in the compo
sition. Such an appearance can be explained only on the supposition 
of its belonging to a very early date. . 

The circumstance, however, that the author speaks of the Jewish 
sacrificial worship as an institution still in existence, would not warrant 
us to infer that it was written before the destruction of the temple at 
Jerusalem; for in a lively description, he might naturally represent as 
actually existing, an institution belonging to the past. Nor does he fur
nish us with any certain chronological mark, when he styles himself a 
disciple of the apostles; for so he might call himself as a follower of 
their writings and doctrines. There is some doubt, however, whether 
this passage in the beginning of the eleventh paragraph belongs to the 
genuine part of the letter. 

What follows after this, came evidently from another hand. The 
remarks which here occur respecting the Jewish people, respecting the 
divine authority of the Old Testament, and the orthodoxy attaching 
itself to the decisions of the fathers, are not in harmony with tho pre
vailing turn of spirit and mode of thinking which we find in this lotter. 

Justin expected, as he informs, us himself in the Apology last cited, 
that a certain individual, Crescens by name, and a cynic by profession, 
....;... who belonged to one of the then famous classes of pretended saints, 
and used his great influence with the populace in stirring them up 
against the Christians, - would be the means of his death; for he had 
drawn on himself the particular hatred of that man by unmasking his 
hypocrisy. According to Eusebius, Crescens a~tually accomplished 
what he had threatened: but, in evidence of this, Eusebius adduces a. 
passage from Tatian, Justin's disciple, which yet amounts to no proof; 1 

for Tatian simply says that Crescens sought to destroy Justin, from 
whence certainly it does not follow that he actually accomplished his 
purpose.2 

Eusebius may be right, however, in saying that Justin suffered mar
tyrdom under the reign of Marcus Aurelius. This account agrees 
with a report of the martyrdom of Justin and his companions, which 
Comes to us, it is true, through a suspected channel,3 but yet possesses 
many internal marks which are more in favor of than against its 
authenticity.4 

1 § 19, orat. contra Grrecos. tian communities in that age j that it makes 
2 eaVUTlt> 7rtpt{3aMiv 7rpaYfUlTeVuaafJat. no mention of Crescens, whereas we should 
8 In the collection of the Metaphrast Sy expect, if such a tale of martyrdom had b~e;n 

meon. invented by some Gra!culus, that J!1stm 8 
4 The fact that no wonderful stories, death would be ascribed to the contrivance 

!l0thing strained or exaggerated, occurs in of Crescens and the latter, as a principal 
ltj that it contains nothing inconsistent with character, b~ made the subject of many 
the simple relations existing among Chris- fables. 
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. Next after Justin follows his disciple, Tatian of Assyria, of whom 
we have already spoken in our account of the Gnostic sects.! He has 
himself furnished us, in the only work of his, soon to be mentioned, 
which we possess, the means of tracing the history of his religious de
velopment. He was educated a Heathen; and his extensive travels 
afforded him an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the multifa
rious kinds of heathen worship which then existed in the Roman em
pire. Not one among them all appeared to him to be a reasonable 
worship. He saw religion everywhere made an instrument for the ser
vice of sin. N or could he be satisfied with the fine-spun allegorical 
interpretations of the ancient fables, which represented them as sym
bols of .a speculative system of nature; and it seemed to him dishonor
able for one to join in the popular worship, who could not fall in with 
the common religious persuasion, nor see in the doctrine of the gods 
anything else than symbols of the elements and agencies of nature. 
The mysteries, also, into which he became initiated, seemed to him not to 
answer the expectations which they excited; while the conflicting sys
tems of the philosophers furnished no certain ground of religious con
viction. The contradiction which he often observed in pretended phi
losophers, between the affected gravity of their costume, of their looks 
and discourses, and the frivolity of their conduct, filled him with dis
trust. 1Vhile in this state of mind, he happened to light upon the Old 
Testament, to which his attention had been drawn by what he had heard 
concerning the high antiquity of these writings compared with the re
ligion 9f the Greeks - as might very naturally happen to a Syrian. As 
to the impression made on his mind by the perusal of the Old Testa-
ment, he remarks himself: "These writings won my confidence by the 
simplicity of their style, the unaffected directness of the speakers, the 
intelligible account of the creation; by the predictions of future events, 
the salutary tendency of the precepts, and the prevailing doctrine of 
one God." 2 The impression which he received from the study of the 
Old Testament, seems, accordingly, to have prepared the way for his 
belief in the gospel.s Having made a visit to Rome while in this state 
of mind, he was there converted to Christianity through the instrumen
tality of Justin, of whom he speaks in terms of high veneration. 

After the death of the latter, he wrote his Discourse to the Gentiles, 
in which he vindicates the" philosophy of the barbarians" (rptMt1oq>ia rWV 
(Jap(3Up(.)v) against the contempt of the Greeks, who nevertheless had ra-
ceived the germs of all science and arts originally from the barbarians. 
In the view he takes of the relation of the Greek philosophy as well as 
religion to Christianity, we recognize the later much more than the earlier 
Justin. 1Ve have remarked on a former occasion,4 that in this work 
the germ already ~ppears of that speculative and ascetic way of think
ing, which he had probably brought along with him from Syria; as we 

1 See vol. I. p. 456. Tatinn should subsequently become an anti
2 Tatinn had therefore already been con. Jewish Gnostic; but we have already ob

vinced of the untenableness of polytheism, served (p. 456 - 7) that we are by no meaOS 
and indeed become satisfied that no religion warranted to adopt. this supposition. 
but n monotheistic one could be true. i See p. 456.' 

a It would be very strange, then, that' 
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may also perceive in it some obscurity of style which was peculiar 'to 
the Syrians. He says to the Heathens: "Wherefore would you excite 
the religions of the state to a conflict with us? And wherefore, if I 
am unwilling to follow your religious laws, should I be hated as the 
most impious of men? The emperor commands us to pay tribute; I 
am ready to pay it. The Lord commands us to serve him; I know 
how I am bound to serve him: for men are to be honored after the 
manner of men; but that God only is to be feared, who can be seen by 
no human eye, and comprehended by no humanart. Only when bid
den to deny him, shall I refuse to obey, but choose rather to die, that 
I may not appear both false and ungrateful." 

N ext after Tatian, follows Athenagoras, who addressed his Apology 
( 1rpeGf3tia 1rep2 xptGTtaVwv) to the emperor Marcus Aurelius and his son Com
modus.1 Of his personal history we have no definite accounts. Only 
two of the ancient writers name him, - Methodius, and Philip of Sida. 
This Philip of Sida, the last head of the Alexandrian cateche~ical 
school, is the only individual who enters into any details respecting the 
life of Athenagoras; 2 but the known incredibility of this author, the 
discrepancy between his statements and other more authentic reports, 
and the suspicious condition in which his fragment has come down to 
us, render these details unworthy of confidence. N either the remarks 
of Athenagora..c;; concerning the second marriage, nor what he says of 
the ecstacy of the prophets, whom he represents as blind organs of the 
activity of the Holy Spirit, would suffice to prove that he was a Mon
tanist; for, as we have remarked before, the Montanists said nothing 
on these points that was altogether new: they only pushed to the ex
treme a way of thinking on religious subjects and on ethics which was 
already existing. 

Of this Athenagoras, we have still remaining a work in ])efence of 
the doctrine of the Resurrection. 

In connection with the Apologists, we may notice a certain Hermias, 
of whom we know nothing, save that he wrote a short satire against the 
heathen philosophers (OtaavPflo~ rwv E~CJ tpu..oGotpCJv.) His aim is, to bring 
together a number of absurd and contradictory opinions from the Greek 
philosophers, without presenting anything positive of his own; - a pro
cedure which could hardly serve any useful purpose; for ,.to convince 
those who had been philosophically educated, something more was 
necessary than this sort of declamation; and the uneducated needed 
no such precautions against the errors of the philosophers, and no such 
negative preparation for the reception of the gospel. We see in Her
mias one of those bitter enemies to the Greek philosophy, attacked by 
Clement of Alexandria, who, following the idle Jewish legend, pre
tended that the Greek philosophy had been derived from fallen angels. 
In the title of his boo~, he is called the philosopher: perhaps before 

1 See the treatise of Mosheim concerning Irenreum. He reports that Athenagoras 
!he time when this Apology was composed, lived in the times of Hadrian and of Anto
In the first vol. of his Commentationes ad ninus Pius j that he presented his Apology 
hist. eccles. pertinentes. to these emperors; and that be ~ns cate

2 Published by Dodwell, Dissertat. in chist before Clement at Alexandria. 

VOL. I. 57 
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his conversIOn he wore the philosopher's mantle; and, after it, passed 
from an enthusiastic admiration of the Greek philosophy to extreme 
abhorrence of it. It turns on the differences of natural disposition and 
of the mode of conversion, whether the new Christian principle will 
seek after what is related to it in the earlier transition-system, or rather 
present itself only in stern. host.ility tQ it. 

The community in the great capital of Roman Asia in the East
that flourishing seat of learning - could not fail to be supplied with 
church·teachers of a regular scientific education; and the contact into 
which these were thrown with educated Heathens, and with the Gnos
tics, whose native country was Syria, would naturally stimulate their 
literary activity. Under the emperor Marcus Aurelius, Theophilus 
became bishop of this community. After the death of this emperor, 
and in the reign of Commodus, he wrote an apologetical work in three 
books, addressed to Autolycus, a Heathen, whose objections against 
Christianity moved him to compose this treatise, in which he displays 
great erudition and power of thought. From this work we have already 
made some extracts. It is worthy of notice, that this Theophilus, who 
wrote against Marcion and Hermogenes, had also composed commenta.
ries on the sacred scriptures. We may here observe the germ of that 
exegetical bent of the church at Antioch, of which we shall again have 
occasion to speak at the close of this section.1 

We have before observed, how a tendency, antagonistic to the 
germinant Gnosis, grew out of the reactions of the J ohannean spirit 
in Asia Minor - a tendency which sought to preserve uncorrupted 
and in its practical significancy the historical and objective side of 
Christianity; but we have seen also how this tendency might be mis
led, by its opposition to Gnosticism, to surrender itself too much to the 
influence of a material Jewish element. And owing to the common in
terest of Christianity and the church in the struggle with Gnosticism, 
spiritual elements among which very important differences otherwise 
existed, here came to be combined. Thus might even those with whom 
the Jewish element more strongly predominated, find in this common 
opposition, which caused all other differences to be overlooked, a point 
of agreement; as we see, for example, in the case of Justin, who cer
tainly wa..q far from being inclined to Ebionitism, and yet judged far 
~ore mildly of those who bordered on this position, provided only they 
dl~ not refuse to acknowledge the Gentile Christians as brethren in the 
faIth, than he judged of the Gnostics. Thus it may be explained, why 

1 Jerome cites, c. 25 de vir. ill. a commen possible, indeed, that all this refers only to 
tary of his in evangelium (which may de one and the same work. 'Ve have nothing 
note the entire corpus evangeliorum) and more of his, (as the Latin fragments which 
on the Proverbs j but adds, qui mihi cum go, under the name of Theophilus do not 
superiorum voluminum elegantia et phrasi belong to the. present Theophilus,) unless 
non videntur congruere. But, in the preface other fragments may still be found in the 
to his commentary on Matthew, he cites Catenre. The examples which Jerome gives 
very distinctly, commen taries of Theophil us! of his method of interpretation, are remote 
and in his letter to Algasia, tom. IV. f. from the spirit of the later Antio~h!an 
197, he cites, as it seems, an explanatory school j for they savor of an allegonZlng
harmony or synopsis of the evangelists by the fancy, which, however, might be expected 
same author (qui quatuor evangelistarum from his Alexandrian education, - so easy 
in unum opus dicta compingens.) It is to be recognized in the first-cited work. 
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Hege8'ippus, a church-teacher, of strong Jewish coloring and Jewish 
origin, who lived under the reigns of the emperors Hadrian and Anto
ninus Pius, and from whom proceeded the first attempt to compose a I, 

church history, should show himself inclined to favor the anti-Gnostic 
tendency of the church. In the reign of the last-named emperor, this 
father -perhaps for the purpose of reconciling the differences existing 
between the communities ,vhich followed Jewish and those which fol
lowed Gentile customs, or to convince himself by personal observation 
of the agreement in essentials among all the ancient churches - un
dertook a journey to Rome, where he spent some considerable time. 
The result of his inquiries and collections was embodied in five books 
~f ~cclesiastical events (TriVTe VTr0flv~flara /;KKAT}(1LaaTlI(CW TrpC4£c.rv.) In prose
cutmg such a work, we may well suppose that he would adopt many 
corrupt traditions of Jewish origin, and be influenced by various errors 
growing out of the low, sensual conception of a Jewish Christian. The 
sketch he gives of James, who was called the brother of our Lord, is 
drawn quite after the Ebionitic taste} From a quotation made by 
Stephanus Gobarus,2 a monophysitc author who lived near the close of 
the sixth century, we might conclude indeed, that, as a decided Ebion
ite, he was opposed to the Apostle Paul; for in the fifth book of his 
History of the Church, after citing the words in 1 Corinth. 2: 9, 
" 'Vhat eye hath 'not seen, nor ear heard, neither has entered into the 
heart of man," - he remarks this is false, and those who use such 
language contradict the sacred scriptures and the Lord, who says, 
"Blessed are your eyes, that they see; and your ears, that they hear," 
Matth. 13: 16.3 If we refer these words of Hegesippus to the above
cited passage from Paul, it would seem to follow, that he accused the 
latter of a false doctrine, or, at least, charged him with having quoted 
something as scripture, which is not to be found in the scriptures. But 
the concurrence which Hegesippus expresses in the universal tradition 
of the church, and his connections with the church of Rome, are against 
this supposition; according to which, he must necessarily have been 
opposed to them both. 

By several critics of church history in recent times, the matter 
has been represented in a directly opposite way. Proceeding on 
the assumption that' Hegesippus was given to the above-mentioned 
anti-Pauline Ebionitism, they have thought themselves warranted 
to infer from his testimony of concurrence just alluded to, that 
in the greater portion of the church, and in the Roman church particu
larly, a kindred spirit prevailed. But our opinion is, that this argu
lUent proves too much, and therefore nothing at all; for, if this result 
Were a correct '<me, it would follow that we must just reverse the whole 
church history of the first centuries, and suppose changes, of wl,llch 
there is not the slightest indication, but which only would be suffiCl~nt 
to account for the more general recognition of the apostolical authonty 
of Paul. That the Roman church did not take its departure from a 

1 Euseb. 1. II. c. 23. 8 MaTTJv plv elp~(1fhu :avra ~al Kara'I/J,eV
2 In Photius, cod. 235. det119al. roUr raVTa ~ap.evovr T(JV Te ihu.w 

rpa~ Kat ToV KVplOV MyOVTor KTA. 
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fundame:p.tal Jewish principle, we believe has been proved by our ex
position of the fac~. What shall we say of a method of scientific inves
tigation, which erects a theory on some obscure, isolated passage, in 
conflict with the more certain results which flow from the investigation 
of the credible and plenteous sources of the ancient church? And as 
Hegesippus believed that he found the pure doctrine of Christ in the 
first epistle of Clement to the Corinthians,! where the Pauline element 
is not to be mistaken, he cannot have been an opponent to Paul, as he 
necessarily must have been, if it were really his intention, by the words 
above quoted, to controvert this apostle. 

So far as we can judge, (without knowing in what connection those 
words of Hegesippus occurred,) we may rather conjecture, therefore\ 
that he made this remark, not in opposition to Paul,2 hut, in his flaming 
zeal against the adversaries of the sensual Chiliasm, who doubtless 
might employ the above-cited passage from Paul, and others of the like 
character, to controvert the sensual representations of future happiness. 

The controversy respecting t}te time oj the Easter jestival,3 and re
specting the prophetic spirit of 110ntanism, furnished afterwards, in 
addition to the disputes with the Gnostics, and the Apologies against 
the Gentiles, new materials for the literary activity of these church
teachers. The catalogue of the writings drawn up by Melito, bishop 
of Sardis, whom we have already cited as the auth'or of an Apology 
addressed to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, shows on what sort of mat
ters the attention of the church-teachers of Asia Minor was at that 
time employed. We find among them the following: - Rules of life, 
and of the prophets; of prophecy; of the Church; of the Revela
tion of John (writings which, collectively, may have had reference to 
the great point of the Montanistic controversy;) the Key (fJ KAtL~) (per
haps also referring to the same subject, and alluding to the key of the 
church in the disputes about penitence ;) a discourse on the· Lord's day 
(perhaps with reference to the controversies between Jewish and Gen
tile Christians on the observance of the Sabbath or of Sunday;) of the 
corporeity of God ; 4 in defence of the material, anti-Gnostic views. 
The contents of the following writings might also relate to the contro
versy with Gnosticism :-Of the nature of man; of the creation; of 
the soul, whether from the body or from the spirit; of the birth 
of Christ; of truth; of faith; of the senses in obedience to faith.5 

The importance of these topics, which entered so deeply into the life 
of the church in this period, gives us the more occasion to regret the 
loss of such writings.6 

1 Euseb. 1. IV. c. 22. 
II It may be a question in fact from what 

source he took these words, as it is still an 
unsettled point from whence Paul himself 
made the citation. 

S See above, vol. I. p. 298. 
4 lltpL EV(!(,)(larov -{jwiJ. These words, it 

is true, may be understood, - of God who 
appeared in the body j therefore, of God 
who became man: but the comparison with 
the account which the trustworthy Origen 

gives of the contents of this book {fnlgment. 
(!ommentar. in Genes. vol. II. opp. fol. 25) 
,compels us to adopt the interpretation given 
above. . 

6 For the catalogue of these writings, seo 
Euseb. 1. IV. c. 26. • 

6 Compo on this point the learned and 
thorough disquisition of my worthy ~ol
league and friend Prof. Piper, in the StudIen 
und Kritiken, J.1838, Istes Heft. Wo~ld 
that the author might be induced to furrush 
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A contemporary of Melito was the Claudius Apollinaris, bishop of 
Rierapolis in Phrygia, whom we have mentioned on a former occasion. 
His writings, although not so voluminous, treated on many of the same 
topics.l 

From the school of these church-teachers of Asia Minor proceeded 
Irenreus, who, after the martyrdom of Pothinus, became bishop of the 
community at Lyons and Vienna.2 He still remembered in his old age 
what he had heard in his youth from the lips of the venerable Poly
carp, concerning the life and the doctrines of Christ and of the apos
tles. In a writing addressed to Florinus, a false teacher with whom, 
in his youth, he had enjoyed the society of Polycarp, he says: ." These 
doctrines, the elders who preceded us, who associated also with the 
apostles, did not teach thee; for while I was yet a boy, I saw thee in 
company with Polycarp in Asia Minor; for I bear in remembrance 
what happened then, better than what happens now. What we have 
heard in childhood, grows along with the soul and becomes one with it ; 
so that I can describe the place in which the blessed Polycarp sat and 
spake; his going in and out; his manner of life, and the shape of his 
person; the discourses which he delivered to the congregation; how 
he told of his intercourse with John and with the rest, who had seen 
the Lord; how he reported their sayings, and what he had heard from 
them respecting the Lord, his miracles and his doctrine. As he had 
received all from the eye-witnesses of his life, he narrated it in accord
ance with scriptlire. These things, by virtue of the grace of God im
parted to me, I listened to, even then, with eagerness; and wrote them 
down, not on paper, but in my heart; and by the grace of God, I 
constantly bring them up again fresh before my memory. And I can 
witness before God, that if the blessed and apostolic presbyter had 
heard such things, he would have cried out, stopped his ears, and, ac
cording to his custom, said, '0 my good God! upon what times hast thou 
brought me, that I must endure this!' and he would have fled away 
from the place where, seated or standing, he had heard such die
Courses."3 The same spirit which expresses itself here, passed over 
to Irem~us. Of his peculiar practical turn of mind, in his mode of 
conceiving and treating the doctrines of faith; of his zeal for the essen
tials of Christianity, and his moderation and liberality of mind in all 
controversies about unessential outward things, we have spoken before. 
We have also remarked, that he probably stood forth as a peacemaker 
between the rrIontanists and their fierce adversaries. This supposition 
accords most fully with the spirit of his writings; for that he held 
many opinions and tendencies which coincided with the spirit of Mon
tanism, and therefore contributed also to make Terlullian especially 

Soon a more ample work relating to these from those belonging to Apol!inaris ofLno
matters, as the fruit of his zealous researches dicea; and the fragments Whl~h are found 
during a series of years in this wide field of in Eusebius and in the Chromcon Paschah, 
the ancient fathers! Alexandrin~m, were compared with ~h~m, 

II! in the CatClloo-cspcciaIIy the Cntcnoo we should have better means of determlnmg 
pnbhshed at Leipsic, 1772, of Nicephorus the characteristics of this church· teacher. 
?n the Octateuchlls - the fragments belong 2 See above, vol. I. p. 84. 
mg to this Apollinaris were duly separated 8 Euseb. 1. V. c. 20. 

57· 
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dear to him, is a circumstance which, after what has been said before 
respecting the relation of Montanism to the· views of the church, can· 
not possibly serve to prove that he was a Montanist himself. If he 
had been a zealous Montanist, he would hardly have refrained, when 
touching upon any favorite theme of Montanism, to have appealed 
himself also to the new disclosures imparted by the Paraclete ;' but he 
uniformly appeals to the scriptures alone, or to the traditions of those 
elders of Asia :M:inor. ,Ve cannot possibly suppose indeed, that, where 
he speaks of the condemnation of false prophets,! he means by these 
the Montanistic prophets; for he probably cherished too high a regard 
for the Montanists to do that: but if he were an ardent Montanist, he 
would hardly have omitted in this case to mention, in connection with 
the false prophets, the opponents also of the true prophets, since he 
reckons together here all that was worthy of condemnation. Instead 
of this, there immediately follows a passage which marks the spirit of 
Irenreus,2 as being far rather that of a lover of peace, who sought to 
prevent the schism between the Montanistic communities and the other 
churches, who even hushed the disputes in the controversy about Eag. 
ter. "The Lord," he says, " will judge those also who excite, divi· 
sions, who are destitute of the love of God, and seek their own profit, 
but not the unity of the church, - who, for slight and frivolous rear 
Bons, rend, and, so far as in them lies, destroy the great and glorious 
body of Christ; straining in truth at a gnat, and swallowing a 
camel. But all the good they can do, can never compensate the evil of 
schism." . 

Any stamp of Montanism it would be impossible to find, except in 
those words of Irenreus where he combats the extreme antimontanis· 
tic tendency of those adversaries of John's gospel, who have been men· 
tioned on a previous page.3 'Vhen he speaks with so much heat and 
acrimony against those who refused to acknowledge the prophetic gift 
in the church, but looked on everything that pretended to be prophecy 
as nothing but the inspiration of fanaticism or of the evil spirit, char~ 
ing them with the unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost, he departs 
widely indeed from that character of moderation which he uniformly 
displays, except where he has anything to do with the Gnostics. But 
this simply shows the great importance which he attached to the extrar 
ordinary phenomena of Christian inspiration, as marking the continued 
communication of life to the church by the Holy Spirit; a remark 
which is confirmed, moreover, by many expressions in his writings. In 
this is involved no essential character of l\{ontanism; for on this point, 
too, :Montanism simply exhibited, as may be gathered from what has 
already been said, the extreme position of a tendency of the religious 
spirit which had been existing long before in the church. l\Ioreover, 
if Irem~us lays stress on the fact, that the prophetic spirit was poured 
out on women as well as men; and if he assumed and believed that 

1 Lib. IV. c. 33, ~ 6. otherwise Tcrtullian would have called 
2 From the very manner in which Tertul. him, n.s he does Proculus just afterwards, 

linn, ndv. Valentinian, c. 5, notices Irenreus, "noster." 
we may infer that he was no Montanist j 3 See above, pp. 526, 583. 
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he found proof in 1 Corinth. 11 : 4, 5, that the prophetic calling, by 
an exception to the general rule, authorized women to speak in the 
church assemblies; even this would afford no conclusive evidence 
of his connection with l\fontanism. But he remarks, at the same time, of 
his opponents, that they reduced to nothing those spiritual gifts, which, 
by the good pleasure of the Father, had been· poured out in the last 
times on the human race.1 And the question now is, whether he in
tended here the effusion of the Holy Spirit connected with the first 
appearance of Christianity, or one which laid the foundation of a new 
special epoch in the progressive development of the church. If the 
latter is the case, he would thus have recognized the mission of the new 
prophets, but at the same time -have sought to prevent a schism be
tween the communities adhering to these prophets and the rest of the 
church. 

The principal work of Irenreus, which, for the most part, has come 
down to us only in the oltl verbal Latin translation, together with several 
important fragments of the Greek original, is his Refutation of the 
Gnostic System, in five books; a work which presents us with the most 
faithful transcript of his mind. 

Many writings of Irenreus, we know only by their names. He him
self cites a work, wherein he had treated a topic which seems to lie re
mote from the direction of mind common to these church-teachers; 
viz., " the peculiarities of the style of Paul," his frequent use of hy
perbata.2 The work, as we may conjecture, did ilot relate particularly 
to the peculiar style and phraseology of this apostle; but the topic 
might be occasionally touched upon by Irenreu3, in attacking the arbi
trary method of the Gnostic exegesis. He attributes this peculiarity 
of Paul's style to the crowd of thoughts pressing for utterance from his 
ardent mind; 3_an important remark in its bearing on the development 
of the notion of inspiration; for it in fact implies a distinction of the 
divine and the human element, - the consciousness that all is not to be 
traced in like manner to the actuation of the Holy Spirit; but that 
Some regard is to be had also to the form, conditioned by the charac
teristic individuality and self-activity of the man. Such a mode of ap
prehending the notion of inspiration, by which the informing agency of 
the Holy Spirit is not conceived to preclude the natural evolution in 
entire harmony with psychological laws, but rather gives that evolution the 
form in which it works, is clearly implied also in many of the expres
sions of Tertullian; as when he assumes that the Apostle Paul did not 
:tlways follow the same method in his apostolical work - supposes in 
him a progressive development of the Christian spirit - asserts that he 
Was at first, when the life of grace began in him, stem and uncompro
mising; but afterwards became milder; - at first, like the Neophyte, 
pronounced with more emphasis. his opposition to former principles; 
but afterwards learned to moderate this, to become all things to all 

1 Ut dOlmm Spiritus fnlstrl'ntur, quod in et alibi ostendirnus hyperbatis cum uten
novissimis temporibus. secundum placitum tern. 
Patris, efl'llsurn cst in hurnanllrn genus. a Propte~ velocitate~ ~e~onum su.o~m 

2 Lib. III. c. 7: Quemadrnodum de multis et propter lrnpctuJn, qUI JD IpSO est, SPl1'ltUB• 

• 
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men.1 Two opposite elements, that is to say, came together here in 
the case of these church-teachers: the exclusively snpranaturalistio 
view of inspiration, derived from the Jews', and specially applied by 
them to the prophetic element of the Old Testament, -which supposed 
an altogether passive state of the soul; and the conception which, after 
the analogy of the Christian consciousness, was derived from contem
plating the apostolical writings in their characteristic individuality,
a conception, however, which uttered itself only in single occasional 
remarks, but without attaining to any systematic and matured form. 
We should remark, however, that ~:Iontanism, in giving special promi
nence to the former notion, yet applying it only to the properly pro
phetic states, led the way, by this very means, to a mode of distinguish
ing, from this extreme point of ecstatic inspiration, lower stages in which 
consciousness was filled by the divine Spirit, but the human self-activity 
operated, as it was animated by that Spirit.2 

Of the writings belonging to this Father, which we find noticed among 
the ancients, we shall mention, besides those already named, only two 
letters, possessing an historical importance on account of their object; 
for they are said to have been the means of healing certain divisions in 
the Roman church. One of these is addressed to Blastus, who was 
probably a presbyter in the church of Rome. The fact stated in the 
appendix to Tertullian's Prescriptions may have been not without some 
foundation; that Blastus had occasioned a division in the Roman 
church, by adhering to the custom of Asia Minor with regard to the 
time of holding Easter. This accords fully with the times of the Ro
man bishop Victor. Perhaps to this he united also several other Judaiz
ing notions. 

The other letter was addressed to Florinus, a presbyter, with whom 
Irenreus, in early youth, had lived in the society of the venerable Poly
carp, and who, as it seems, had pushed Monarchianism, or the doctrine 
of one only Creator of all existence, to such an extreme, as to make 
God the author of evil.s 

1 Paulus ndhuc in gratia rudis, ferventer, 
ut adhuc Nedphytus, adversus Judaismum; 
postmodum et ipse usu omnibus omnia 
futurus, ut omnes IU(:raretur. c. Marcion, 
lib. I. c. 20. 

2 Thus Tertullian distinguishes what Paul 
(1 Corinth. 7) set forth, on the ground of 
the common principles of Christianity as 
human counsel, and what he taught as re'v~la
tiou of th.e divine ~pi~it: Cum ergo, qui se 
fidelem dlxernt, adJeclt postea, Spiritum Dei 
se habere, quod nemo dubitaret etiam de 
fideli, idcirco id dixit, ut sibi apostoli fas
tigium redderet: proprie enim apostoli Spir
itum Sanctum habent, in operibus prophetire 
et efficacia virtu tum documentisque lin
guarum, non ex parte, quod creteri. Ex
hortat. castitatis, e. 5. 

8 From the title of the book, as it is cited 
by Eusebius, l. V. c. 26, it is difficult to make 
out what there was peculiar in the opinions 
of Florinus. The title is as follows: nep~ 

p(fJ)apxiar, ~ 1rep2 TOU p~ elvat TOV fJeov 1rOt1/
T7JV lCaICi:JV. The first part of this title rna., 
doubtless be understood to mean, that Flon
nus, as a Gnostic Dualist, had denied the doc
trine of the povapxta: but with this, the 
second part does not agree; for the wor~'3 
cannot refer to any such fact, as that Flon
nus held to an absolutely evil principle, or 
a Demiurge, as the author of an imperfect 
system of the world. In this case, the title 
must have run thus: TIepL ToV P1J elvat ,<}eoV 
TOV 1rOl1JT7JV ICaICi:JV. Nothing else, therefore, 
can be understood, than that it was the ~e
sign of Irenrcus to show how the Monarchlan 
doctrine ought to be maintained, so as not 
to make the pia uPX~ the uPXr, Ti:JV IWICWV; 

and that Florin, therefore, had made Goel 
the author ofevil, either by teaching l\ system 
of absolute predestination, - whieh many 
uneducated Christians derived from passages 
of the Old Testament, too literally under
stood, (according to Origen, Philocal. c. 1, 

• 
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. One of Tremeus' disciples, according to Photius,t was Hippolytus, 
who took an important place among the ecclesiastical writers belonging 
to the first half of the third century. Of his works, however, but a 
few fragments still remain. True, the testimony of Photius does not 
suffice of itself to establish beyond a doubt, that he was a disciple of 
Irem-eus: but since, as appears evident from his citation, he had be
fore his eyes certain statements of Hippolytus himself respecting his 
relations to Iremeus; since there is nothing in this writer's theological 
drift, so far as we can understand it from the fragments and titles of 
his works, - if we may form any judgment, from these titles, of the sub
ject·matter and tendency of his labors as an author, - which contradicts 
this supposition, but, on the contrary, much which favors it, we may 
allow the fact to have been so. . 

Hippolytus was a bishop. But as neither Eusebius nor Jerome was 
able to name the city in which he was bishop, we can say nothing more 
definite on the matter; and neither those later accounts, which transfer 
his bishopric to Arabia,2 nor the oth~rs, which place it in the neighbor
hood of Rome,S deserve consideration. Certainly, there is much in 
favor of the supposition, that his field of labor was in the East; but, on 
the other hand, much also which seems to ,show that it was in the 'Vest. 
:Both of these suppositions easily admit of being reconciled with each 
other, by distinguishing the different periods of his life; and the very 
circumstance, that his field of labor was at different times in different 
countries, may have been the occasion of the indefiniteness which we 
observe in the ancient accounts. 

The complete list of his writings is obtained by comparing the testi
monies in Eusebius and Jerome; the notices of his works which are 
found on his statue,4 dug up in the year 1551, near Rome, on the road 
to Tivoli; the accounts of Photius; and the catalogue of Ebedjesu,5 a 
Nestorian author in the thirteenth century. From this list we see that 
he composed works on a variety of subjects, exegetical, dogmatic, po
lemical, and chronological; besides homilies. 

We shall mention none of his writings, except those which, on account 

f.17: TotaVTa InroM{43uvoVTt!: 7rtpLToV 19eov, 
(nroia olioe 7rtp'i TOV WflOTl.LTOV Kat uOtKWTUTOV 
uv19pcJ7l"ov,) - or by making God the creator 
of an absolutely evil heing, whether a 
conscious or an unconscious one (a vl.n.) 
Again, if Florin had barely entertained one 
of the common Gnostic doctrines coneerning 
the ori~in of evil, Irenreus would not have 
said, that no other heretic had ever as vet 
ventured to bring forward such views. And, 
moreover, when Ensebius says, that Florin 
s~bsequently had allowed himself to he car
rIed away by the doctrines of Valentine, 
and Irenreus had been induced by this faet 
to write his book, 7rtp2 o}'ooucfor, against him, 
(see above the account of the Gnostic SYS

tems,) it seems certainly to follow from tliis, 
that the previous doctrines of :Florin were 
not Gnostic. We may conceive, then, that, 
when Florin perceived the untenableness of 
n theory which placed the cause of e\"il in 

God. he fell into the other extreme, and 
supposed an independent principle of evil 
existing out of God. 

1 Cod. 121. 
2 According to the conjecture of some 

authors, Portus R0111anus, or Aden in Ara
bia; - a report which perhaps ori~.dnated in 
a mi!':conception of the passage in Eusebius, 
1. VI. c. 20. 

. 3 Portns Romanus, Ostia. 


• He is represented sitting on his episco
pal chair, Ku{)tOpa or fJpovo!:: under him 
is the Easter-cycle of sixteen years, which 
he prepared, I(ClVWV lKKaLOtKaer~plvo!:, upon 
which there is a critical essay in the second 
"01. of Idelel"s Hanrlbnch der Chronologie, 
p. 214. An engraving of the monnment 
itself is to be found in the first vol. of Fab
ricius' edition of the works of Hippolytus. 

6 In Assemani Bibliotheca orientalis, T. 
TIl. P. I. 
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of the topics they discuss, are worthy of notice in an historical point 
of view. In respect to those of an exegetical character, Jerome signi
fies, that he anticipated Origen in giving the example of more full and 
copious expositions of scripture, and that Origen's friend Ambrosius 
had advised the latter to follow the same plan. He must also have 
somewhere met with Origen, either at Alexandria, in Palestine, or Arar 
bia; since Jerome cites a homily of Hippolytus in praise of the 
Saviour, which he had pronounced in Origen's presence.! His exege
sis, if we may judge from the few remaining fragments, was of the alle
gorizing kind. 

In the catalogue of his writings found on the ancient monument 
occurs a work: 'Y1fEP ToV leara 'Ic.)(ZvV1/V wayyeNov lea2 a1fOKalt:ln/JEC.Jr. This can 
hardly be a commentary on these two books of scripture, though Je
rome seems to cite a commentary of Hippolytus on the Apocalypse; 
but the title denotes rather a treatise in defence of these hooks. The 
title which Ebedjesu gIves to the work also agrees with this supposition. 
We must conceive it, then, to have been the design of this treatise to 
defend the genuin"eness of these scriptural books, and to vindicate them 
against the objections of the Alogi. If, in this case, it would appear 
that Hippolytuswas an opponent of the ultra-Antimontanists, yet with 
this accords the fact, also, that he had written a work on the charis
mata.2 It might be taken into consideration, moreover, that by 
Stephamis Gobarus the judgments of Hippolytus and of Gregory of 
Nyssa, respecting the Montanists, are set one against the other; so 
that we may conclude the former belonged with the defenders of the 
Montanists. Whether the Ke~aMua 1fpOr; raiov, which Ebedjesu ascribes 
to him, ought here to be brought also into the account, (upon the sup
position, namely, that this Caius was the warm opponent fo Montanism,) 
cannot be certainly determined. / 

A work against thirty-two ~eresies is cited as belonging to Hippoly
tus. It eI.1ds, according to Photius, with the heresy of N oetus. He 
stated, as Photius cites, that he had availed himself in this work of a 
series of discourses by Ircnreus against these false teach~rs.3 His trea
tise against N oetus, which has been preserved, and probably formed the 
conclusion of the work, we have alluded to on a former occasion. 

We have besides from him a writing of little importance, concerning 
Antichrist, with which also Photius was acquainted. The same com· 
piler cites from him a commentary on Daniel, from which he adduces 
the noticeable fact,4 that Hippolytus set the end of the world at fiv.e 
hundred years after the birth of Christ. In the circumstance of hIS 
fixing on a period more remote than it was commonly represented to be 
in the early church, we discern the effect of the tranquil times which 
the church then enjoyed under Alexander Severus. 

1 Perhaps much light would be thrown on the exhibition of the apostolic tradition were 
the history of the Epiphany and Christmas two different productions, 
festivals, if these homilies had been prcsen'ed 8 The words of Photius are: Tavrar 
to our times. (Tar; aipecwr;) de ~T/(]2v fAiYXotr; i,.rrof3AT/{}i}vO-' 

2 It cannot be determined with entire cer 6fLtJ.oiJvror EIPTJvaiov· cjv KaL crVV01/JlV 0 '11f
tainty, whether this work bore the title: 1fOAVTOr; 1fOWvpevor; Tode TO {3l{3NOV ~1J("
'A1fOrrro'AtKTJ 1fapado(1t~ 1fepZ xaptCJfLo:r(,)v, or avvTETaxevat. 
whether the work on the charismata and • Cod. 202. 

http:a1fOKalt:ln/JEC.Jr


TERTULLIAN. 683 

In the list of the writings of Hippolytus, found on the monument of 
which we have spoken, occurs a rrpOrpe1l7LKOV rrpor 'T.E{3~pELVav. It is scarce
ly to be doubted, that this is the same treatise from which Theodoret, 
in his lpavlaT1Jr, quotes several passages, under the title of a letter to a 
queen or empress, (rrpor (3aawoa,) which passages Fabricius has collec
ted in his edition of Hippolytus. The subject-matter of them cor
responds with the title which the work bears on the monument. It is 
an exposition of the doctrines of the Christian faith for the use of a 
heathen lady. The Severina referred to must therefore have been a 
queen or empress. But the name Severina can hardly be quite 
correct; - it should be Severa; - and there is every reason to sup
pose it was Severa, the wife of the emperor Philip, the Arabian.1 

The theological development of the North-African Ohurch preserved 
a character altogether peculiar to itself. The theological spirit that 
prevailed here was continually shaping itself into a more settled form, 
from the time of Tertullian to that of Augustin; and afterwards, 
through Augustin, acquired the greatest influence over the whole West
ern church. 

Tertullian . presents special claims to attention, both as the first rep
resentative of the theological tendency in the North-African church, 
and as a representative of the l\Iontanistic mode of thinking. He was 
a man of an ardent and profound spirit, of warm and deep feelings; 
inclined to give himself up, with his whole soul and strength, to the 
o~ject of his love, and sternly to repel everything that was foreign from 
this. He possessed rich and various stores of knowledge; which had 
b~en accumulated, however, at random, and without scientific arrange
ment. His profoundness of thought was not united with logical clear
ness and sobriety: an ardent, unbridled imagination, moving in a world 
of sensuous images, governed him. His' fiery and positive disposition, 
and his previous training as an advocate or rhetorician, easily impelled 
him, especially in controversy, to rhetorical exaggerations. When he 
defends a cause, of whose truth he was convinced, we often see in him 
the advocate, whose sole anxiety is to collect together all the arguments 
which can help his case, it matters not whether they are true arguments 
or only plausible sophisms; and in such cases the very exuberance of 
his wit sometimes leads him astray from the simple feeling of truth. 
What must render this man a phenomenon presenting special claims to 
the attention of the Christian historian is the fact, that Christianity is 
the inspiring soul of his life and thoughts; that out of Christianity an 
entirely new and rich inner world developed itself to his mind :. but the 
leaven of Christianity had first to penetrate through and completely 
r~fine that fiery, bold, and withal rugged nature .. We find the new 
Wme in an old bottle; and the tang which it has contracted there, may 
easily embarrass the inexperienced juQge. Terlullian often had more 
within him than he was able to express: the overflowing mind was at a 
loss for suitable forms of phraseology. He had to create a language 

1 See vol. I. p. 126. 
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for the new spiritual matter, - and that out of the rude Punic Latin,
without the aid of a logical and grammatical education, and as he was 
hurried along in the current of thoughts and feelings by his ardent 
nature. Hence the often difficult and obscure phraseology; but hence, 
too, the original and striking. turns in his modes of representation. And 
hence this great church-teacher, who unites great gifts with great fail
ings, has been so often misconceived by those who could form no friend
ship with the spirit which dwelt in so ungainly a form. 

Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus was born, probably at 
Carthage, in the later times of the second century. His father was a 
centurion in the service of the proconsul at Carthage. He was, at 
first, an advocate, or perhaps a rhetorician; nor did he embrace Chris
tianity until he had arrived at the age of manhood. He then obtained, 
if Jerome's account is correct, the office of presbyter; whether at 
Rome or at Carthage is, however, doubtful. The latter place is, in it
self, the most probable; since in different writings, composed at differ
ent times, he discourses like one who was settled in Carthage; though 
the reports of Eusebius and Jerome speak for the former'! Tertul
lian's conversion to l\fontanism may be satisfactorily explained from its 
affinity with the original bent of his mind and of his feelings. 

His writings run through the widest range of topics relating to Chris
tian doctrine and to Christian life; and it is here particularly important 
to distinguish those of his works which bear the stamp of Thfontanism, 
from those in which there are no traces of that error.2 . 

1 The words of Eusebius, 1. II. c. 2: ri:Jv 
paAt(JTa errL fPiJp1J~ Aa(.lrrpi:Jv, do not say 
directly, that when a Christian he took an 
important place in the Roman church j but, 
according to the connection, may very well 
mean, that, before his conversion to Chris
tianity, he stood in high repute at ROme as 
a jurisconsult (for the arbitrary translation 
of Rufinus - "inter nostros scriptores ad
modum clarus" - must at all events be 
rejected:) but we might then, to be sure, 
still infer, that, if Tertullian lived at Rome 
when a Heathen, and enjoyed there so high 
a reputation, it is also probable that he was 
there first clothed with a spiritual office. 
Jerome says that he had been moved to 
embrace Montanism, by the envy and calum
nies of the Roman clergy. But such stories, 
with which the ancient fathers were so apt 
to im~ose on themselves, are always very 
suspiCIOUS j because the inclination was but 
too strong to ascribe invariably to some out
ward cause any defection from the Catholic 
church to the heretics j and Jerome, in par
ticular, although he respected the cathedra 
Petri in the Roman church, was vet inclined 
to repeat over bad stories about -the Roman 
clergy, who had occasioned him so mucq 
annoyance during his residence in Rome, 
especially after the death of Damasus. He 
was particularly prone to accuse them of 
enY)' towards great talents. 

2 A more full investigation of this topic 

may be found in my Monograph on the 
spirit of Tertu1lian. I will here only add a 
few remarks in reference to the objections 
made against what I have asserted, by Dr. 
von ColIn. The passage concerning fasts 
and mortifications cannoL at all be consid
ered as an evidence of the Montanism of 
the author j for a voluntary u(JK17(JU; was cer
tainly resorted to by many who were no 
Montanists. The expression, "jejullia con
jungere," might, although not necessarily, 
be understood as referring to a - not Mon
tanistic - superpositio, (continuation of fast
ing from Friday to Saturday, on which no 
Montanist fasted.) Besides, the whole man
ner in which penitence is here spoken of, 
the spirit of gentleness which breathes 
through every remark, does not savor ?f 
Montanism. As to the work on the prescr,'p
tions, I do not find myself led, in review!ng 
it, to alter my opinion of it, as not havI."g 
originated in Montanism. The words, "allUs 
libelIus hunc gradum sustinebit," contr. Mar
cion. 1. I. c. 2, Tertullian might use con
cerning a work written already, no matter 
whether by himself or by some other per
son, personifying it as an advocate. Frorthe circumstance, that, in the symbol 0 

faith, c. 13, the doctrine of creation from 
nothin.q is made particularly prominent, It b~ 
no means follows, that he had already hn 
to sustain a conflict with Hermogenes j for, 
even in the controversy with the GnostiCS, 
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It is aquestion difficult to determine, whether Tertullian always re
mained in the same connection with the Montanistic party, or whether, 
at some later period, he again inclined more to the Catholic church, 
and endeavored to strike out a middle path between the two parties. 
The reports of Augustin 1 and of Prredestinatus,2 as well as the account 
given by the latter 3 of a ~Iontanistic work of Tertullian, in which he 
labors to diminish the number of controverted points between the two 
parties, favor indeed the latter supposition; and on this hypothesis 
many writings of Tertullian which are moderately Montanistic, or 
which merely border on Montanism, might be assigned to a different 
period of his life. These accounts, however, are not sufficiently worthy 
of credit. From the disposition of Tertullian, it may easily be con
ceived, that he would perse'vere in the mode of thinking he had once 
shaped out for himself, and only become the more obstinate by oppo
sition. The distinct sect of Tertullianists, which appears to have 
existed in the fifth century at Carthage, furnishes no evidence in favor 
of that supposition; for it is possible that this sect, holding to the pecu
liar opinions of Tertullian, had been formed at a later period, when 
separated from the correspondence with the Montanistic churches in 
Asia. 

The study of Tertullian's writings had manifestly an important influ
ence on the development of Cyprian as a doctrinal writer.. Jerome 
states, aiter a tradition which was said to have come from a secretary of 
Cyprian, that the latter was in the habit of reading something daily 
from the writings of Tertullian, whom he was accustomed to call em
phatically the Teacher.4 

Concerning the character, the labors, and the most important 
writings of Cyprian, we have already said enough in various places. 
We shall only mention here a remarkable work of Cyprian's, his three 
books of testimonies, (testimonia,) con~isting of a collection of the 
most important passages of the Bible, to prove that Jesus is the ~ies
siah promised in the Old Testament, and to serve as a foundation for 
the scheme of Christian faith and morals. The collection was intended 
for the use of a certain Quirinus, who had requested the biihop to draw 

this article was necessarily made a promi-
Dent point j and the connection in which the 
words there stand, intimates that it was the 
Gnostics, rather than Hermogenes, whom 
he had in mind. Besides, it is certain from 
e. 30, that, when Tertullian wrote this book, 
lIermogenes had already come out with his 
l'eculiar opinions; but it cannot possibly be 
proved, that Hermogenes might not have 
broached his opinions a great while before 
TertulIian wrote his book arrainst him. 
From the cursory manner in which Tertul
li~n speaks of him in the Prescriptions, we 
might conjecture, that he was then con sid
ered by him as a person of no great impor-

Hermogenes. The way in which he speaks 
of the emanation of the Logos, cannot be 
called Montanisticj for he expresses himself 
after the same manner in the Apologeticus, 
c. 21. And on the passage in the book de 
patientia, c. 1, compare the remarks on 
paO'e 619. 

r Hreres. 86. 

2 H. 86. 

8 H. 26. 

4 Da magistrum, said he to his secretary; 


Jerome de viris ilIustribus, c. 53. To see 
what use he makes of Tertullian:s writ
ings, compare pmticularly the writmgs of 
Cyprian de oratione ciominica and de pati

tancej and that it was not until the Montanis- • entia with Tertullian's treatises on the same 
tic interest was superadded to other occasions subjects; and de idolorum vanitate with 
of hostility. that he was led to engage in a the Apologeticus. 
more detailed attack of the doctrines of 

VOL. I. 58 
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up for him, as a daily exercise and aid to the memory, a short abstract 
of this sort, embracing the essential points. of scriptural faith and prac
tice. As Cyprian calls him" my son," it cannot have been a bishop 
or presbyter for whom Cyprian had prepared a collection of this sort, 
to be used as a guide in imparting religious instruction.! When we 
compare together the introduction to the second and to the third books, 
it becomes very probable, that the individual to whom Cyprian wrote 
was a layman of his own church, whom he would assist in making him
self perfectly familiar with the practical truths and most important 
rules bearing on all the principal relations of the Christian life.2 This 
collection, then, would serve to show the intimate connection subsisting 
between the bishop and those members of his flock who were solicitous 
about the, welfare of their souls, and the anxiety he felt to bring 
each individual to a more familiar acquaintance with the divine. word; 
a wish which he particularly expresses in the beautiful words at the 
conclusion of the preface to the first book: "More strength will be im
parted to thee, and the insight of thy understanding will continually 
grow clearer, if thou searchest more carefully through the Old and 
New Testament, and diligently perusest all parts of the holy scriptures; 
for I have only drawn for thee a little out of the divine fountain to send 
thee in the mean time. Thou canst drink more copiously and satisfy 
thyself, when, with us, thou also approachest to the same fountain of 
divine fulness, to drink after the same manner." 

The particular rules, which Cyprian sets forth and supports with pas
sages from scripture, evince the deep interest which he took in coun
teracting the erroneous notion, that it would be possible to satisfy the 
demands of the gospel and to obtain salvation by a mere outward pro
fession and observance of Christian ceremonies; but at the same time 
also show how important he felt it to be, that the laity should be deeply 
impressed with reverence for the priestly order, understood according to 
the principles of the Old Testament. 

In the same country, not long after Cyprian, followed a writer known 
to us only by a production of some importance on account of its bear
ing on the history of Christian manners and of Christian worship, 
namely, Commodian.3 His work is composed in verse, and entitled 
Rules of Living (Instructiones, exhortations and admonitions.) He 
describes himself in the preface as one who had formerly been devoted 
to Paganism, and had been led by the study of the Bible to see the 

1 As we might be led to suppose from been intended, then, to serve at the same 
the words at the beginning, "quibus non time as a guide for the religious teacher, 
tam tractasse, quam tractantibus matenam and as a manual for the catechumens. The 
prrebuisse videamur." On this supposition view expressed above, however, is the most 
we could only presume, that he had prepar- natural one. 
ed the collection as an assistant for a dea- 2 Qure esse facilia et utilia legentibus pos
con or a catechist, a doctor audiemium. But sunt, dum in breviarum pauca digests et 
the following words show, that the coUec- velociter perlcguntur et frequenter iteran
tion was also designed for the purpose of tur. 
impressing deeply on the memory, by fre-· 8 Gennadius, (c. 15,) has nothing more to 
quent perusal, certain important passages say about him, than what might be gathered 
and doctrines of scripture. It must have by anyone out of his writings. 
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vanityof Paganism, and to embrace the Christian faith.1 He intimates 
that as he believed, with the great maJority, death to be the end of 
man's personal existence, he was especially attracted by the promise of 
an eternal and divine life, which was presented to him in the scriJr 
tures.2 He complains of himself as one who, by falling into sin after 
baptism, had subjected himself to the penance of the church: this he 
confesses in his address to the poonitentes,3 whom he exhorts to surren
der themselves to mortification for their sins, but not to despair; to seek 
after the physician and the right means of cure, and not to separate 
themselves from the church.4 And in encouraging his Christian breth
ren to the conflict, he says that he does not in self-exaltation address 
them as the just one.5 Considering the extent to which the hierarchi
cal element flourished in North Africa, it is the more remarkable to ob
serve how he ventures, though a layman, to admonish and censure even 
the clergy. 'Vhile avaricious teachers allowed themselves to be bribed 
by presents, or induced, by the respect of persons, to be silent, where 
they ought to have reproved sinful conduct, he felt'constrained to rouse 
the misled laity out of their security.6 We discern the more free spirit, 
incapable of bowing the knee to priestly dignity, which had pMsed over 
to him from the study of the Bible, by which he had been led to Chris
tianity. The Christian spirit, however, in these admonitions, which 
evince so lively a zeal for good morals, is disturbed by a material Jew
ish element, a crass Chiliasm; as for example, when it is affirmed' that 
the lordly masters of the world should in the millennium do menial ser
vice for the saints.7 

The work was composed at a time when the church enjoyed quiet, 
perhaps under the reign of Gallienus, and refers to the recent persecu
tions, to the multitude of the lapsed, to the schisms of Felicissimus and 
N ovatian. The author testifies himSelf, that he wrote in the third 
century.s 

We have still to mention here, as belonging to the same church, Ar
nobius, although he discovers a doctrinal training more particularly his 
own, and the spirit of the North-African church, at least in the time 
when he appeared as a Christian author, seems to have exercised no 
influence on him; - a fact which may be accounted for, if we consider 

J Ego similiter errnvi tempore multo, 6 Justus ego non sum, fratres, de cloaca. levatus : 
}'ano prosequendo, parentibus insclia lpsis, Nee me 8upertollo, sed doleo vestri. N. 61. 

(His parents were Pagans, which class is G Si quidam docoores, dum exspectant munera 
vestm,denoted throughout this work by the term Aut timent personas, laxant singula vobia; 

" insciis.") Et ego [non] doleo, sed cogor dicere verum. 
Abstuli me tandem lnde, legendo de lege. And afterwards: 

S Gens et ego rui perversa mente moratUll, Observas mandatum hominis (the clergy) et Dei 
Et vitam illtius ~uli veram e_ putabam, devit.'l.S. 
Mortemque ~imiliter sieut vos judicabam adeBRe ; Tu fidis muneri, quo docoort's ora. procludunt, 
Cum semel exisset, animum perUsse derunetum. Ut taceant, neque dicant tibi jUl!sa divina. 

N.26. 	 Me vera. dicente, aieut tenens, prospice Summum. 
N.57.

S Namque, fatebor enlm, unum me ex vobis adease 
Terroremque llnquendum: !!ensi ipse ruinam. '1 Nobne~ue viri, sub antiehruoo devicoo, (Nero. 
Idcirco commoneo vulneratos cautius fre. who was to burn Rome,)

N.49. 	 Ex prrecepto Dei rursum viventes in ~TO 
Mille quidem anni~. ut serviant sanetll!, et alto• Prenitens es factus, nod-ibus diebu8que precare : Sub jugo servili, ut portent victualla collo. N. SO.Attamen a matre noli discedere longe, 


Et tIbi misericors poterit altissimns esse. • Et Eli parvulltas sic sensit. cur annU! dueentis 

Tu 8i vumus habes, herbam mOOicumque require. Fuistls lnfant.es j numquid et semper eritis? N.6. 
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the free, independent manner in which he seems to have come to Chris
tianity, through the reading of the New Testament, especially the gos
pels. He was a rhetorician of Sicca, in Numidia, under the reign of 
the emperor Diocletian.1 His writings bear testimony of the literary 
acquirements considered necessary for a rhetorician in so considerable 
a city. Jerome narrates in his chronicle, that Arnobius, who till then 
had ever been an enemy to Christianity, was moved by a dream to em
brace the faith; but that the bishop, to whom he applied, knowing his 
hostility to Christianity, would not trust him, and that hence Arnobius 
was led to write his apologetical work, (the septem libros disputationum 
adversus gentes,) to prove to him the honesty of his convictions. This 
story has come to be suspected as a foreign interpolation; for certainly 
it stands here wholly out of place. That all this should have taken 
place in the twentieth year of Constantine, (in the year 326,) is a mani
fest anachronism. Arnobius appears, moreover, like one who had been 
led to the faith after a long protracted examination, and not by a 
sudden impression from dreams. The work does not show the novice, 
who was still a catechumen, but a man already mature in his convic
tions, if he was not orthodox according to the views of the church . 

.At the same time, however, we are not warranted for these reasons 
to reject the narrative entirely. We have already had occasion to re
mark,2 how, by such impressions, many were prepared for conversion. 
By this, indeed, it is not meant to be asserted, that his conversion was 
due wholly to such impressions; - his own work, we must admit, 
would speak against this. But if Arnobius was devoted, as it is evi
dent from the passages about to be cited that he was, to blind heathen 
superstition, it is so much the less improbable, that powerful outward 
impressions were requisite, in order that the' zealous Pagan might be 
induced, in the first instance, to enter upon the examination of Chris
tianity. But, however this may have been, it seems probable that he 
had been convinced of the truth for some time before he offered him
self for baptism; - a fact easily explained, especially when we con
sider the circumstances of the times. His apologetical work seems to 
have been written, it is true, in consequence of an impulse from within, 
and not by any outward occasion. But it may have been, also, that 
his determination to make a public profession of Christianity, and to 
appear as a public defender of Christianity, had been conceived at one 
an'.! the same time, and that it was with this determination he pro
ceeded to the bishop" Subsequently, the bishops were often too little 
disposed to mistrust those who became Christians from outward mo· 
tives. But that a bishop, in these dubious times of the church, when 
he saw before him a man who had expressed himself with bitterness 
against Christianity, should fear that he had to do with a malicious spy, 
is not so improbable. And now, for the purpose of dispelling his doubts 
at once, Arnobius produces his Apology. He speaks of the change 
which had been wrought in himself by Christianity, in the following 
manner: 3 "0 blind infatuation! But a short time. ago, I worshipped 

1 Hieronym. de vir. illustr. c. 79. 2 See vol. L p. 75. 8 Lib. I. c. 39. 
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the images that had just come from the furnace of the smith, the gods 
thit had been shaped on the anvil and by the hammer. When I saw a 
smooth worn stone, besmeared with oil, I addressed it, as if a living 
power were there, and from the senseless stone prayed for benefits to 
myself, thus doing foul dishonor even to the gods, whom I esteemed as 
such, when I supposed them to be wood, stone, or bones~ or imagined 
that they dwelt in such things. Now that I have been led by so great 
a Teacher in the way of truth; I know what all that is." 

As to the time when Arnobius wrote his work, he gives it himself, 
when he says,l that it was 1050 years, or not much less, since the build
ing of Rome. This would coincide, according to the lEra Varroniana, 
then commonly adopted, (the building of Rome being 753 B. C.,) with 
the year 297 of the Christian era. But this cannot stand so; since 
the work contains evident allusions to those persecutions under Diocle
tian which first broke out in the year 303.2 We must, ther~fore, either 
suppose, that Arnobius adopted some other era than the common one, 
or that the exact number did not occur to him,S or that he had written 
on the work at different times. He says to the Heathen: 4 " If you were 
animated by a pious zeal for your religion, you should long ago have 
rather burned those writings, and demolished those theatres, in which 
the scandal of the gods is daily made public in shameless plays. For 
why did our scriptures deserve to be committed to the flames, and our 
places of assembly to be destroyed, in which the Supreme God is wor
shipped, peace and blessing invoked on all who are in authority, on the 
army and the emperor, joy and peace on the living and those who have 
been liberated from the bonds of the flesh; - in which nothing else is 
heard, but what is calculated to make men humane, gentle, modest, and 
pure; ready to communicate of their substance, and to become kinsmen 
of all those who are united in the same bond of brotherhood? " 

Moreover, the objection brought by the Heathens against Christian
ity, which moved Arnobius to write, (as he says himself,) indicatcs the 
point of time in which he wrote; for it was precisely the same charge 
which had occasioned the Dioclesian persecution; namely, the public 
calamities, which bad arisen because the worship of the gods had been 
supplanted by Christianity, and because men no longer enjoyed their 
protection and aid.· Arnobius justly replies to this: "If men, instead 
of relying on their own wisdom, and following their own deviccs, would 
but make the experiment of following the salutary and peace-bringing 
doctrines of Christ, how soon would the face of the world be changed, 
and iron, instead of Bubserving the art of war, be converted into imple
lnents of peace ! " 

. Important as the Roman church became, through its outward eccle
SIastical influence, and throu!Th the influence of the political element of 
the Roman spirit on the dev~lopmerit of the church, yet it was from 

1 Lib. II. c. 71. not accurate. Thus, lih. J. c. 13, he says: 
2 See vol. I. p. 147. Trecenti sunt anni ferme, minus vel plus 
II This is the most natural supposition i aliquid, ex quo crepimus esse Christiani. 

for certainly the chronology of Arnohius is t Lib. IV. c. 36. 
58'11< 
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the first comparatively barren in respect to all theological science. The 
care for the outward being of the church, which here became predom
inant, seems early to have suppressed the interest in-theology as a sci
ence. But two individuals appear to have distinguished themselves as 
ecclesiastical authors, among the Roman clergy, neither of whom, how
ever, could be compared perhaps with a Tertullian, a Clement, or an 
Origen - the presbyter Caius, whom we have already noticed as an 
opponent of the Montanists, and the presbyter N ovatian, who has also 
been mentioned. Of the writings of the former, none have come down 
to us. Of the latter, we have some brief expositions of the more im
portant Christian doctrines, particularly of the doctrine of Christ's divin
ity, and of the Trinity. According to Jerome, (§ 70,) this work was 
an abstract of a larger work by Tertullian. At all events, however, 
this author was something more than a mere follower in the direction 
of some other man's mind. He shows that he had a mind of his own. 
Without possessing the power and depth of Tertullian, he had a more 
decidedly intellectual bent. l 

Next we have from him a writing on the Jewish laws re8pectingfood, 
consisting of a playful allegorical exposition of them, with the design 
to show, that they are no longer obligatory on Christians.2 We see 
from this production, that it was written by a bishop, removed at a dis
tance from his church by persecution, ,,,-ho was in the habit of constant 
correspondence with them, and sought to guard them from being led 
astray by Pagans, Jews, and heretics;- aU which suits perfectly to a 
Roman church, Rome being the residence of a multitude of. Jews. The 
only difficulty is, to see how this writing could have come from a pres
byter; - the author speaks as no one, at that time, but a bishop, could 
speak to his church. 'Ve know, moreover, from the letter of Corne
lius, that, during the Decian persecution, N ovatian had not removed 
from Rome. We must therefore call to mind the relation in which No
vatian stood to the churches" which acknowledged him as their bishop; 
and it is the most natural hypothesis, that he wrote this work under the 
first persecution of Valerian,3 bywhich so many bishops ~ere separated 
from their churches. 

We may mention last, as belonging to the Roman church, a man 
whose felicitous and dramatic representations, seized from the life, re
plete with good sense, and pervaded by a lively Christian feeling, give 
him an important place among the Apologists of this period - Minu
cius Felix, who, according to Jerome, before his conversion to Chris
tianity, had acquired reputation at Rome as an advocate. He lived, 
probably, in the first half of· the third century, but before Cyprian, 
who availed himself of his writings. We have already had occasion to 

1 Novlltian's adversary, the Roman bish 2 Jerome names this work as onc which 
op Cornelius, seems, in Euseb. 1. VI. c. 43, came from Novatia.n, and also two others, 
manifestly to allude to this writing, when on the sabbath and on circumcision. cited 
he ca.lls Novatian: 0 doyp.aTtcrrT;" 0 T~' by Novatian as two letters that hlld p.rc
lKIt"A1J(1ta(1TtK~' hrL(1j~p.1J' {J7rE:pa(17rL(1T~'. A ceded this letter to his church: ill wInch 
remark which douhtless hints also at thc letters he designed to show qure sit vera 
fact, that such a phenomenon was not so circumcisio et quod verum sabbatum. 
common among the clergy of Rnme. 3 See vol. I. p. 137. 
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make some extracts from this Apologetical Dialogue, which is entitled 
the Octaviu8. 

\Ve pass now to the teachers of the Alexandrian school, concerning 
whose relation to the progressive development of the church, we have 
spoken in a previous part of this history. Of the individual whom we 
find named as the first eminent teacher of this school, Pantrenus, 
(IIavmivor,) the philosopher converted to Christianity, no written 
remains have reached us. Our only knowledge of him is through his 
disciple Clement. . 

Titus Flavius Olemens first became a Christian at the age of manhood: 
hence he classed himself with those who abandoned the sinful service 
of Paganism for faith in the Redeemer, and received from him the for
giveness of their sins. l He convinced himself of the truth of Chris
tianity by free inquiry, after he had acquired an extensive knowledge of 
the systems of religion and the philosophy of divine things known at 
his time in the cultivated world.2 This free spirit of inquiry, which 
had conducted him to Christianity, led him, moreover, after he had be
come a Christian, to seek the society of eminent Christian teachers of 
different tendencies of mind in different countries. He informs us,s 
that he had had various distinguished men as his teachers: an Ionian in 
Greece; one from Crelo-Syria; one in :Magna Grecia, (Lower Italy,) 
who came originally from Egypt; an Assyrian in Eastern Asia (doubt
less Syria;) and one of Jewish descent, in Palestine. He finally 
took up his abode in Egypt, where he met with the greatest Gnosticus, 
who had penetrated most profoundly into the spirit of scripture. This 
last was doubtless none other than Pantrenus. Eusebius not only ex
plains it so, but also refers to a passage of Clement 4 in his Hypotyposes, 
where he had named him as his instructor. Perhaps when Pantrenu8 
entered on the missionary tour which has been mentioned before, Cle
ment became his successor in the office of catechist, and at the same 
time, or still later, a presbyter in the Alexandrian church. The perse
cution under Septimius Severus, in the year 202, probably, compelled 
him to retire from Alexandria.5 But after this juncture the history of 
his life and place of his residence are involved in great obscurity. We 
only know, that, in the beginning of the reign of the emperor Caracalla, 
he was at Jerusalem, whither even at this early period many Christians, 
especially ecclesiastics, were accustomed to travel, partly for the pur
pose of surveying with their own eyes the places rendered sacred by 
the memorials of religion, partly for t~e benefit which might be de
rived from a more familiar knowledge of these countries, in elucidating 
~he scriptures. Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem, who was at that time 
In prison on account of the faith, recommended him to the ch~rch at 
Antioch, whither he was travelling, by a letter, in which he called him 

1 Predagog. lib. II. c. 8, f. 176. 8 Strom. lib. J. f. 274. 
2 llclVTC.JV Ota rrctpar l").:{Ji:Jv avr;p. Euseb. f Lib. VI. c. 13. 

Prreparat. Evangel. lib. II. c. 2. Ii Euseb. lib. VI. c. 3. 
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a virtuous and tried man, and intimated that he was already known to 
the Antiochians.1 

We have three works from his hand, which form, as it were, a con
nected· series; since his starting point is the idea, that the divine 
teacher of mankind, the Logos, first conducts the rude Heathen, sunk 
in sin and idolatry, to the faith; then progressively reforms their lives 
by moral precepts; and finally elevates those who have undergone this 
moral purification to the profounder knowledge of divine things, which 
he calls G-nosis. Thus the Logos appears first exhorting sinners to 
repentance, converting the Heathen to the faith (1rPOTpe7rTLKOr;) then 
as forming the life and conduct of the converted by his discipline 
( 1raLC5aytJyo~ ); and finally, as a teacher of the Gnosis to those who are 
purified.2 This fundamental idea is the conducting thread of his three 
works, which still remain, - the apologetical or protreptic; the ethical 
or pedagogic; and the one containing the elements of the Gnosis, or the 
Stromata.3 Clement was not a man of systematic mind. Many hete
rogeneous elements and ideas, which he had received in his various in
tercourse with different minds, were brought together in him - a fact 
which occasionally becomes evident in his Stromata, and which must 
have been still more clearly evinced in his Hypotyposes, hereafter to be 
noticed, if Photius rightly apprehended him. By occasional lightning 
flashes of mind, he operated, without doubt, to excite the minds of his 
disciples and readers, as we see particularly in the example of Origen. 
1Iany fragmentary idea.-" sketched with masterly power, and containing 
the germs of a thorough, systematic theological system, lie scattered 
in his works, amidst a profusion of vain and hollow speculations. 

As regards his Stromata, it was his express design in this work, as he 
testifies in many places, to bring together a chaotic assemblage of truth 
and error out of the Greek philosophers and the systems of the Chris
tian sects, in connection \"'ith fragments of the true Gnosis. Each should 
find out for himself what suited his case; it was his aim to excite rather 
than to teach; and he often purposely only hinted at the truth, where 
he might fear to give offence to the believer8, (1rt(1TLKoi~,) who were as 
yet incapable of comprehending these ideas. The eighth book of this 
work is wanting; for the fragment of dialectical investigations, which 
at present appears under the name of the eighth book of the Stromata, 
evidently does not belong to this work. As early as the times of Pho
tius, the eighth book was already lost.4 

We have to regret the loss of the V1r01tJ1rcJae~ of Clement,5 in which 
he probably ga\re samples of dogmatic investigations and expositions on 
the principles of the Alexandrian Gnosis. Fragments of this work, 
consisting of short expositions of some of the catholic epistles, which 
have come down to us in the Latin translation,6 perhaps also the frag

1 Euseb. lib. VI, c. n. designation at that time for works of mis
i Ka8apuv 1rPO~ yvcJaetJ~ 11rtTT/detoT11Ta cellaneous contents. 

tVTpe7rt'tJv T7Jv 1fvXiW Ov'JIapivT/v XtJpijaat 4 Vid. Cod. Ill. 
T7Jv a1roICUJ..tnptv ToV MyOV. Predagog. 1. I, I) Probably it should be translated: Sketch
c. 1. es, shadings, general outlines. Rufinus 

8 Like the similar word, "eaTo~, l\ usual translates: adumbrationes. 

6 See vol. II. of Potter's edition. 
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ment of the bCMya2 be 'T'Cw 1rPOtpllTlKCw, belong to this class. From the larger 
work, it was customary to make abstracts on particular parts of the 
sacred scriptures for common use, and several of these abstracts have 
been preserved to our times; which may have contributed, with other 
causes, to the loss of the entire work. 

There is some mystery about the fragment of an abstract from the 
writings of Theodotus, and of the OtOaO'KaAia uvaTOAlK~ (that is, of the theo
sophic doctrine of Eastern Asia) which has been preserved among the 
works of Clement; - a document of the highest authority in relation 
to the Gnostic systems. It is perhaps the fragment of a critical col
lection, which Clement had drawn up for his own use, during his resi
dence in Syria. Of Clement's work on the time of the passover,! and 
of his dissertation: Tir; 6 O'CJ'OptvOr; 1rMVO'lOr;, which furnishes so much in
formation relative to the history of the Christian system of morals, we 
have spoken already on a former occasion. 

Origen, with the surname Adamantios,2 was born in Alexandria in 
the year 185. In connection with his early culture, it is important to 
remark, that his father Leonides, a devoted Christian, and, as it is con
jectured, a rhetorician, was in a condition to give him a good literary 
as well as a pious Christian education. Both had an abiding influence 
on the direction of his inner life: the development of mind and heart 
proceeded, in his ·case, with equal step; a striving after truth and after 
holiness continued ever to be the actuating tendency of his life. As 
we have remarked before, that the Bible at that time was not reserved 
exclusively for the study of the clergy, but was also the devotional book 
of families, so we may see from the example of Origen, that a wise. 
use was also made of it in the business of education; and we may 
observe at the same time its happy effects. Leonides made his son 
commit daily a portion of sacred scripture to memory. The boy took 
~eat delight in his task, and already gave indications of his profoundly 
mquisitive mind. Not satisfied with the explanation of the literal sense, 
which his father gave him, he 'required the thoughts embodied in the 
passages he had committed to be fully opened out, so that Leonides 
frequently found himself. embarrassed. The father chided, indeed, his 
mconsiderate curiosity, and exhorted him to be satisfied, as became his 
years, with the literal sense; but he secretly rejoiced in the promising 
t~lents of the youth, and with a full heart thanked God that he had 
gIven him such a son. Often, it is said, when the boy was asleep, he 
would uncover his breast, kissing it as a temple where the Holy Spirit 
~esigned to prepare his dwelling, and congratulated himself in possess
lUg such a treasure. 

The trait just alluded to in the early character of Origen discloses 

1 Of 1\ kindred nature doubtless were also mantine bonds." but rather the interpreta
t~e contents of the wJ;ting which Eusebius tion of Jerome: "from his iron diligence, 
~ltcs :~ KavcJv eKI>ATjGtaO'TLKOr;, ~ rrpor; TOVr; as we commonly express it." Hence he 
Iovo<u(ovrar; • was also called UvvruKT1/r; and xaAil:ivTtpor;. 

2 In case this f;urname were ghoen to him Yet Eusebius, 1. VI c. 1~, see";'s to cite 
afte~ his death, we must not follow the this CO!!11omen as one winch Orlgen bore 
~tramed interpretation of Photius, c. 118, from t~ first. 
'because Origen's proofs resembled ada
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to us already that tendency of mind, which, unevenly developed, and 
misled by a wrongly conceived opposition to the contrary error, betrayed 
him into an arbitrary allegorizing method of interpretation; but under 
more favorable conditions, and with the helps and appliances necessary 
to the harmonious education of the biblical interpreter, would have 
made him a thorough and profound expositor of the scriptures. By 
his father, this inclination was checked rather than encouraged. But 
if the intellectual and religious bent of Origen was determined at an 
early period by the influence of the theological school at Alexandria, 
this inclination must have soon found means of nourishment, and ripened 
to maturity. As we afterwards become acquainted with Origen from 
his writings, there is incontestable evidence of the influence which Cle-
ment had exerted on his theological deyelopment; we find once more 
in his work~ the predominant ideas of the latter, systematically un
folded. Now it is certain 1 that he was, at least when a boy, a scholar 
of Clement the catechist. But a youthful indiscretion of Origen (here
after to be noticed) into which he was led by a grossly literal interpre
tation of sacred scripture, proves, that in his youth he was still at a far 
remove from the theological direction of his later years; and he says 
of himself, in allusion to this false step of his youth: "I, who once 
knew Christ, the divine Logos, only according to the flesh and the 
letter, now no longer know him so." 2 It is quite evident from this, 
that the education of his father had more influence in giving the first 
religious direction to the mind of Origen, than the instructions of Cle
ment, and that the influence on him of the Alexandrian theological spi
rit belongs to a period of development ~till later in his life. We admit 
that a great deal of obscurity continues to rest on the history of his 
early training, which the poverty of our materials will not allow us to 
clear away_ The religion of the heart was at first uppermost with 
Origen; and this great teacher, too, must be numbered with those in 
whom the early direction given to the feelings by a pious education has 
acted as a check on the too intellectual ~ndency of their later studies. 

The above-mentioned persecution which befel the Christians in Egypt 
under the reign of Septimius Severus ga~e the youth of sixteen an 
opportunity of displaying the ardor of his faith. The example of the 
martyrs fired him with such enthusiasm, that he was ready to avow him
self a Christian before the pagan authorities, and expose himself to cer
tain death. 

1 According to Eusebius, 1. VI. c. 6. Alex
ander, bishop of Jerusalem, who was either 
born in Alexandria, or had come there in. 
his youth to place himself under the in
structions of its catechists, seems indeed to 
hint in his letter to Origen, that the latter 
had enjoyed the society of Pantrenus, al
though not directly, that he was his scholar: 
" 'Ve recognize as our fathcrs, those blessed 
men who have gone before 11S, Pant::cnus 
and Clement, who was my master, and has 
been useful to me, and whoever besides be
longs to the number of these men, through 
wlwm I became acquainted with you. Euseb. 

1. VI. c. 14. Yet, alas! the earlier influence 
of these men on the education of Origen 
is involved in an obscurity, which our defi
cient means of information will not enable 
us to dispel. 

2 In Matth. T. XV. ~ 3, ed. Huet. f. 369: 
'HpEir de, XptC1TOV thou, TOV A6yov TOU thoV, 
/CaT" (JUp/Ca Kat /CaT" TO ypuppa ?rOTE VoT,C1av. 
TEr, vuv obKiTL YLVcJC1/cOVTEr. And T. XI. 
~ 17, where he speaks of an interpretation 
of the scriptures for the Ct7rMVoTEpot: 'HfLEir 
dE 01 eVxopevoL iE M1JfJ£i.a.r AiYELV· £l /Cal 
Xpurrov ?rOTE /Canl C1UpI{Q eyvcJ/Cape-v, a.ua 
vVV Ob/CtTL YLVcJC1/cOVTEr. 
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Such was the zeal of the enthusiastic Christian youth: quite differ
ent was the judgment of the prudent Christian man, who better un
derstood the nature of the Christian system of morality, from the study 
of that system itself, and from contemplating the life of Christ and of the 
apostles.! He acknowledges, that, on the question whether the danger 
ought to ,be evaded or met, no general :rule can be laid down, but every
thing depends on the particular circumstances and on the call; that it 
requires Christian truthfulness to decide the question in each individual 
case. " A temptation which overtakes us without any meddling of our 
own," he says in reference to this subject, "we should endure with 
fortitude and confidence; but it is fool-hardy not to avoid it when we 
can." 2 And in another place, where he is speaking of Christ, who was 
not to be deterred by the prospect of death from making his last jour
ney to Jerusalem, and of Paul, who was not to be hindered from going 
to that city by the voices which warned him of what awaited him there, 
he adds: "We say it behoves us neither at all times to avoid danger, 
nor at all times to meet it. But it needs the wisdom of a Christian 
philosopher to examine and decide what times require that one should 
withdraw himself, and what, that he should stand fast, ready for the 
conflict, without withdrawing himself, and still more without fleeing." 3 

When the father of Origen himself was thro'wn into prison, the son 
felt impelled, still more than before, to go and meet death along with 
him. Remonstrance and entreaty having been tried in vain to dis
suade him from his purpose, his mother knew of no other way to detain 
him, than by concealing his garments. Then the love of Christ so far 
exceeded all other emotions, that, seeing himself prevented from sharing 
in his father's imprisonment and death, he wrote to him, "Look to it, 
that thou dost not change thy min~ on our account." 

Leonides died a martyr; and, as his property was confiscated, he 
left behind him a helpless widow, with six young children besides Ori
gen. ' The latter was kindly received into the family of a rich and noble 
Christian lady of Alexandria. Here he characteristically displayed 
his steadfast adherence to .that which he had recognized as the true 
'faith, showing how much he prized it above all things else. His patron
ess had become devoted to a certain Paul of Antioch, one of those 
Gnostics who so often resorted from Syria to Alexandria, with a view 
to propagate their system, after having so modified it as to suit the 
Alexandrian taste. This man she had adopted; and he was allowed 
to hold his lectures at her house, which were attended, not only by the 
friends of Gnosticism in Alexandria, but also by others of the true faith 
who were curious to hear something new. But the young Origen 
'Would not be restrained, even by respect for his patroness, from freely 
~xpressing his abhorrence of the Gnostic doctrines; and nothing could 
mduce him to attend these assemblies, because he would be obliged to 
join in the prayers of the Gnosiic, and thereby express his fellowship 
with him in the faith. 

He was soon enabled to free himself from this condition of de pen

1 lIe refers to Matth. 14: 13 j -10: 23. ~ In Matth. T. X. i 23. 8 L. c. T. XVI. t 1. 
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dence. His knowledge of the Greek philology and literature, which 
he had continued to cultivate after the death of his father, placed him, 
at Alexandria, where such knowledge was particularly valued, in a con
dition to gain his own subsistence by giving instruction on these 
subjects. 

Having, by his various attainments and gifts of mind, by his zeal for 
the cause of the gospel, and by his pure, exemplary life, acquired a 
name even among the Heathens, he was applied to, now that the office 
of catechist at Alexandria had been made vacant in the persecution, 
by a number of Heathens, who were seeking for instruction in Chris
tianity; and, through. th~ instrumentality of the young man, some were 
conducted to the faith, who afterwards became renowned as martyrs or 
teachers of the church. By this zeal and activity in promoting the 
spread of Christianity, he could not fail to draw upon himself more 
and more the hatred of the fanatic multitude; especially since, without 
regard to his own danger, he showed so much sympathy for those who 
were imprisoned on account of the faith, not only visiting them in their 
dungeons, but accompanying them to the place of execution, and in the 
very face of death refreshing them by the power of his faith and ardor 
of his love. Often was he rescued by Providence from threatening 
danger, when soldiers had already surrounded the place where he re
sided, and he was obliged to escape secretly from one house to another. 
At one time he was seized by a band of Pagans, who dressed him in 
the robes of a priest of Serapis, and conducted him, thus arrayed, t.o 
the steps of the temple. Here they placed in his hand a branch of 
palm, which he was bid to distribute, in the customary manner, to those 
who entered. Origen did as he was bidden, but said to those to whom 
he presented the branches, " Receive not the idol's palm, but the palm 
of Christ." 1 . 

The successful labors of Origen, in imparting religious instruction, 
drew on him the attention of Demetriu..c;, bishop of Alexandria, who was 
induced to confer on him the office of a catechist in the Alexandrian 
church. To this office, however, no salary was then affixed; and as 
he now wished to have it in his power to devote himself wholly to the 
labors of his spiritual calling and t.o his theological studies,without be
ing interrupted or withdrawn from them by foreign occupations, and as 
he did not choose to be dependent on anyone for the means of subsist
ence, he determined to sell a collection of beautiful copies of the an
cient authors, which he had been fonning at great pains for his own use, 
to a literary amateur, who, in compensation, allowed him, for several 
years, four oboles a day. This was enough to satisfy the very limited 
wants of Origen; for he led the life of the most rigid ascetic. He 
was at this time, as we have said, given to the literal interpretation of 
the Bible; and as he now felt himself bound to aim at the ideal of holi

1 Vid. Epiphan. h. 64. The story may Epiphanius. But the first of these con
in itself seem improbable, when we reflect siderations, although it may excite doubt, 
how likely such language would be to in- yet does not dispro~e the fact; and Epipha
flame the fanatic fury of the Alexandrian nius is entitled to more credit than usua~ 
populace, add when we consider what little where he repeats anything to the advantage 
reliance can be placed on the authority of of a man branded as a heretic. 



ORIGEN. 697 

ness presented by our Saviour; as he endeavored with conscientious 
fidelity to apply every word of the Saviour to his own case; he could 
hardly fail, in his youthful ascetic zeal, unchecked by a judicious inter
pretation of the scriptures, to be betrayed into many a practical error, 
either by taking the figurative expressions of Christ in a literal sense, 
or by clinging to what Christ had said with reference only to particular 
cases, as valid for all times and in all circumstances. The most sur
prising mistake of this sort, which afterwards occasioned him much 
vexation, was in suffering himself to be misled bya literal understand
ing of the passage in Matth. 19: 12,1 to execute upon himself what 
he believed to be enjoined by these words on· those who would be sure 
of entering the kingdom of heaven. It was a misconception, which 
might easily arise from a one-sided ascetism and from that method of 
scriptural interpretation, and which was fostered by many a tract then 
in circulation.2 Even in this false step, however, the earnest effort, 
the ardent desire of the young man after holiness, - his sincere love of 
the Redeemer, whom he was ready literally to obey in every hint which 
had been given by him, shine forth conspicuously. But although such 
errors, arising out of what is holiest in man, should always be treated 
with the greatest gentleness; yet there are many at all times, who, with 
but one standard for everything, pronounce judgment on aberrations of 
this kind with so much the greater severity, as the principle from 
which alone even such acts of enthusiastic extravagance can proceed, 

1 The correctness of this fact has, it is true, 
very recently been called in question by Prof. 
Schnitzer," Origines' ueber die Grundlehren 
der Glaubenswissenschaft," and by Dr. Baur 
in his critique on this work,.Jahrbiicher flir 
wissenschaftliche Kritik, l\fai 1837, Nr. 85. 
But I must still, with Dr. Engelhardt, in the 
Studien und Kritiken, Jahrgang 1838,Istes 
Heft, S. 15i, and Dr. Redepenning, in his 
Monographie ueber Origenes, hold to the 
contrary opinion. Eusebius, whose notices 
concerning Origen are derived. from the 
most authentic sources, is (1. VI. c. 8) a 
trustworthy witness; and his account of a 
matter of this sort we should not be at aU 
warranted to put down as false, without the 
most weighty reasons. It is not to be con
ceived, that he would allow himself to be 
imposed ~pon by any rumor growing out of 
a wrong mterpretation of facts, and the less 
so, as he could have no inclination whatever 
blindly to adopt any such rumm'; for he 
did everything in his power to exalt Origen, 
a!ld such a step, even in the opinion of Euse
bms, although he seeks to give the utmost 
p~ominence to the good motive at bottom, 
shll requires the excuse (I/>pevor; arEMVr;, as 
he expresses it). Origen himself savs in 
fact., (in the passage referred to, Matth. T. 
~V. § 3,) that he was once inclined to the 
Ilt{!ral interpretation, out of which that mis
conception urose. In the fulness of detail 
,,:ith which he there treats this subject, - in 
his manner of speaking of .the mischievous 
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conseqnences of such a step, - we seem to 
hear one who speaks from his own painful 
experience, and holds up his own example 
as a warning to others. It is nothing strange 
if a certain delicacy of feeling restrains him 
from expressly avowing that this is the case. 
Assuredly, therefore, it cannot be inferred 
in the least from the words, "he would not 
have spent so much time on this subject, 
(el p.7J Kat ECJpaKEtp.EV roVr; TOAp.~rravrar;,)" 
that he had observed this only in others. 

2 Philo, 0pp. f. 186: 'E~evvovXtr:r&7jvat 
up.elVOV, 1J 'lfpOr; (ftJvollrriar; lKvop.ovr; Avrr~v. 
See moreover a gnome of r.i;ror;, 12, whieh 
was widely circulated among the Alexan
drian Christians; according to the transla
tion of Rufinus: Omne membrum corporis, 
quod suadet te contra pudicitiam agere, ab
jiciendum. These gnomes, by the way, 
came neither from a Roman bishop, by the 
name of Sextus, (whether the first or the 
second,) as Rufinus supposed; nor, as was 
the opinion ofJerome, (V. ep. ad Ctcsiphon,) 
from a heathen Pythagorean: but they are 
the work of some man, who, from certain 
Platonic and Gnostic maxims. and expres
sions of scripture wrested out of their proper 
connection, had drawn up for himself 1\ sys
tem of morals, the highest aim of which was 
the (J.'Ifu~fta. They do Dot contain a moral 
system pervaded by !hc spirit of th.e gospel; 
but many lofty maXims, along With many 
perverse ones. 

http:ECJpaKEtp.EV
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lies remote from their own carnal sense or tame understandings. Ori
gen speaks from experience, when he takes notice of those who, by 
similar misconceptions and similar false steps, have involved themselves 
in disgrace, not only with the unbelieving world, but likewise with that 
whole class who will sooner pardon any other human frailty than those 
errors which spring out of a mistaken fear of God, and an immoderate 
longing after holiness.! When the bishop Demetrius first heard of the 
transaction, he did not overlook in the error the purity of the motive; 
though afterwards he took ad vantage of this false step as a means to 
injure Origen. . 

An important point would be gained, were it possible fairly to de
termine the precise time and manner in which Origen 'passed over
to speak in the Alexandrian style - from the '1rLaTt~ to the yv(jCTl~. After 
what has been said above respecting Clement's peculiar bent of mind, 
it is impossible to doubt, that, if Origen was his immediate disciple as 
a theologian, he had from the first been stimulated by Clement to make 
himself accurately acquainted with the systems of the Greek philosophy, 
and of the different heretics; as indeed the liberal spirit of the Alex
andrian theology required that he should do. But probably the origi
nal turn of Origen's mind was of a far more decided and determinate 
character. There was in his case no mutual interpenetration of the ele
ments subsisting beside each other in his mind. The practical Christian, 
the ascetic, and the literary element never kindly intermingled. He says 
himself, that it was first by an outward occasion he was led to busy 
himself with the study of the Platonic philosophy, and to make himself 
better acquainted generally with the systems of those who differed from 
himself; by his intercourse, namely, with heretics and Pagans of phi
losophical education, who, attracted by his reputation, entered with him 
into discussions of religious topics, when he was compelled to give them 
a reason of his faith, and to refute the objections which they brought 
against it. He expresses himself on this point in the following manner, 
in a letter in which he defends himself for bestowing his time on the 
Greek philosophy: "When I had wholly devoted myself to the pro
mulgation of the divine doctrines, and the fame of my skill in them 
began to be spread, and sometimes heretics~ sometimes such as had 
been conversant with the G~ecian sciences, and particularly men from 
the philosophical schools, came to visit me, it seemed to me necessary, 
that I should examine the doctrinal opinions of the heretics, and what 
the philosophers pretended to know of the truth." He proceeds to say, 
that he attended the lectures of the teaclter of philosophical science, 
with whom Heraclas, a convert of Origen's, had already spent five 
years. As he here particularizes an individual known at that time in 
Alexandria, simply as the teacher of philosophy, chronology would 
naturally lead us to think of the famous Ammonius Saccas, the teacher 
of the profound Plotinus, from whose hand the chaotic eclecticism of 
the Neo-Platonists - ihat compound of Oriental and Grecian cle
ments -received a more definite shape. Add to this, that Porphyry, 

1 In Matth. ; 3, T. 15. f. 367. 
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in his work against Christianity, expressly calls Origen a disciple of 
this Ammonius.1 

From this time began the great change in the theological bent of Ori
gen's mind. It now became his ende.avor, to trace the vestiges of truth 
in all human system.'!; to examine all things, that he might everywhere 
separate the true from the false. His residence in Alexandria, where 
sects so widely different were brought together; his journey to Rome 
(in the year 211;) his journeys to and within Palestine; to Achaia, to 
Cappadocia; gave him opportunity, as he tells us himself,2 of visiting 
those who pretended to any extraordinary knowledge, and of becoming 
acquainted with and examining their doctrines. He made it his prin
ciple, not to s~ffer himself to be governed by the traditiqnal opinion of 
the multitude, but to hold fast that only as truth, which he found after 
unbiassed examination. This principle he expresses in a practical ap
plication of Matth. 22: 19, 20: " We here learn from our Saviour, 
that we are not, under the pretext of piety, to pin our faith on that 
which is said by the multitude, and which therefore stands in high 
authority; but on that which results from examination and the internal 
connection of truth; for it is well to remark, that when he was asked 
whether men should pay tribute to Cresar or not, he not only expressed his 
own judgment, but, having asked them to show him a penny, he inquired 
whose image and superscription is this; and when they said it is 
Cresar's, he answered that men should give unto Cresar the things that 
are Cresar's, and not, under the pretext of religion, deprive him of what 
was his own." 3 Hence the mildness with which he passed judgment on 
those who were wrong, an illustration of which we have in the following 
beautiful remark on John 13: 8: "It is clear, that although Peter 
said this in a good and respectful disposition towards his Teacher, yet 

1 For there can be no doubt on this point; 
"Viz. that Porphyry, in Euseb. l. VI. c. 19, 
meant no other person than this Ammonius, 
although Eusebius confounds him with the 
church-teacher Ammonius, who had written 
a Harmony of the Gospels, still extant, and a 
book on the agreement between Moses and 
Jesus. There wcre, at periods not far remote 
from each other, and in Alexandria itself, 
a pagan Ammonius, highly distinguished 
among the learned, - a. Christian Ammo· 
nius,-and two Origens. We may here re
mark, that, when Porphyry sals of Origen : 
·EM1JV tv O,)"1JGt 1l"aWev19d~ MY0l{', 1l"PO~ ro 
{Jap(Japov l~(;J/CEtAe rOAfl1Jfla, (he became an 
apostate to the religion of the barbarians,) 
one part of the assertion 11as its truth j 
namely, that Origen, from the first, had been 
disciplined in the Greek literature j but it 
was a false insinuation of Porphyry, that 
he had been educated in Paganism. We 
cannot suppose that Porphyry, in this case, 
confounded the two persons bearing the 
name of Origen j for he knew them both. 
I. must agree with Dr. Redepenning, in 
hlS Monographie ueber Origenes, that the 

sufficient to refute the hypothesis, - tha~ 
the philosopher whose lectures Origen at
tended was Ammonius Snccas. Although 
several philosophers taught at Alexandria, 
still the words which Origen cmploys:
napa rt;i otoaG KUAftJ rwv I/llMGOPCJV 
p.a191Jflurc.w, naturally suggest the famous 
one; and chronology points to the Ammo
nius in question. And even though Am
monius sprung from Christian parents, and 
again fell back to Paganism, yet this is no 
sufficient reason for maihtaining that Origen 
must have had scruples about hearing him, 
- being, as he was, a famons teacher of the 
Platonic philosophy. And it still remains 
open for inquiry, whether really the descent 
of Ammonius from Christian parents is an 
ascertained fact. 

2 c. eels. 1. VI. c. 24: noAJ.oV~ llC1UpttA
~OVTt~ ror.ov~ Ti7~ yiU', KaL roVr 1l"avraxoii 
l1l"ayye').)..ofltvov~ rl eMivat /;1/r7;Gavref., _ 

8 In Matth. T. XVII. +26, f. 483: M1/ rOlf 
V1l"O rcjv 11'O/..A.Wv M}'Oflivot~ Kat_ oea roiiro 
lvoo;ol{' l/lalvop.1vol~, 1l"p~aGet TTJf el~ -&ew 
eVGe{3eiaf 7rpoGiXElv, U.I..ML V11'O r1jr l~er~Ge(,)f 
Kat T~f UKOMV19iar roil MYOV 1l"apurrap.evot!;. 

reasons adduced by Ritter are by no means 
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he said it to his own hurt. Life is full of this kind of sins, attaching to 
those who in their faith mean what is right, but out of ignorance say, 
or even do, what leads to the contrary. .such are those who say: 
Thou shalt not touch this, thou shalt not taste that, thou shalt not han
dle the other. Col. 2: 21,22. But what shall we say of those who, in 
the sects, are driven about by every wind of doctrine; who set forth 
that which is soul-destroying as saving doctrine; and who frame to 
themselves false notions of the person of Jesus, under the supposition 
that they honor him thereby? " 1 . 

By this liberality of mind, it was the happiness of Origen to bring 
back many heretics, with whom he fell in contact at Alexandria, par
ticularly Gnostics, to the simple doctrine of the gospel. One remarkar 
ble example of this sort was that Ambrosius, a wealthy man in Alex
andria, who, not satisfied with the manner in which Christianity had 
been exhibited to him in the common representations of the church
teachers, had sought, and supposed that he had found, a more spiritual 
conception of it among the Gnostics; until, through the influence of 
Origen, he was undeceived of his error, and rejoiced at now finding, 
through his means, the right Gnosis at the same time with the true faith.2 

He now became Origen's warmest friend, and endeavored especially 
to promote his literary labors for the good of the church. 

If Origen, after having been taught, by his own experience, the 
errors resulting from a grossly literal int~rpretation of scripture, and 
the hurtful consequences to which it might lead, passed over to the 
other extreme of an arbitrary allegorizing method of exposition; his 
consdentious and zealous endeavors to avail himself of every help which 
could be used in restoring back to its original condition, and in rightly 
understanding, the literal text of scripture, deserve the greater esteem. 
To this end, he studied the Hebrew, after he had arrived at the age of 
manhood, - a task of some difficulty to a Greek. He undertook an 
emendation of the biblical manuscripts, by comparing them with one 
another: he is the creator of sacred literature among the Christians; 
although his arbitrary principles of interpretation prevented, in his own 
case, the full realization of all those results which might otherwise have 
been expected from it. Many pregnant ideas were scattered abroad 
by him, which needed only to be applied in a different way from that 
which his own one-sided speculative bent and his mistaken notions of 
inspiration allowed, to lead to fruitful results. 

As the number of those who now resorted to him for religious in
struction continued to increase, and at the same time his literary labors 
on the scriptures, which extended over a widening field, claimed more 
of his attention; in order to gain time, he shared the task of catechist 
with his friend IIeraclas; giving over to the latter the preparatory reli
gious instruction, and reserving for himself the exacter instruction of 
the more advanced,3- a division of labor which probably had reference 
to the two classes of catechumens of which we have formerly spoken.4 

1 In Joann. T. XXXII. § 5. 3 Euseb. lib. VI. c. 15. 
2 See the words to Ambrosius, T. Evang. t See vol. L p. 305. 

Joann. p. 99, cited on a former occasion. 
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The division or his official labors in this department made it possible 
for him to enlarge the sphere of his activity as a teacher of the church, 
and to establish a sort of preliminary school to the Christian Gnosis, in 
a course of lectures on that which was reckoned by the Greeks to the 
Encyclopedia, or general circle of education, as well as on philosophy. 
He expounded to his pupils all the ancient philosophers in whom a 
moral and religious element was to be found, and sought to train them 
to that mental freedom which would enable them everywhere to sepa
rate truth from the mixture of falsehood; as his disciple, Gregory 
Thaumaturgus, has described, in the account of Origen's method of in
struction, which he has given in a work hereafter to be mentioned. 
Thus he entitled himself to the great merit of diffusing a more liberal 
system of Christian a~d scientific education, of which the schools that 
resulted from his labors are the evidence. It was also his lot to con
duct many, who had been drawn to him solely through the love of sci
ence, by gradual steps, to faith in the gospel; - first inspiring in them 
a longing after divine things; then pointing out to them the inadequacy 
of the Greek systems of philosophy to satisfy the religious wants of hu
man nature; and finally exhibiting to them the doctrine of scripture 
concerning divine things, contrasted with the doctrines of the ancient 
philosophers. HiB course of instruction ended with his lectures on the 
interpretation of scripture, which, following the principles unfolded in 
the earlier studies, gave him an opportunity to exhibit his whole theo
logico-philosophical system, or his whole Gnosis, in single investigations 
and remarks. Many of those whom Origen was enabled thus gradu
ally to bring to the knowledge and to the love of the gospel, became 
afterwards zealous and influential teachers of the church. 

Ambrosius, whom we mentioned above as the friend of Origen, took 
special interest in his scientific labors. Origen used to call mm his 
work-driver (tprOOtUK77I~.) He not only excited him by his questions and 
challenges to many inquiries, but also employed his great wealth in pro
viding him with the means of pursuing expensive investigations; such, 
for instance, as made indispensable the purchase and collation of manu
scripts. He furnished him with seven ready scribes, who were to 
relieve each other as hiB amanuenses, besides others to transcribe every
thing in a fair copy. Origen says of this friend, in one of his letters:1 

"He who gave me credit for great diligence~ and a great thirst after 
the divine word, has, by his own diligence and his own love of sacred 
science, convinced himself how much he was mistaken. He has so far 
outdone me, that I am in danger of not coming up to his requisitions. 
The collation of manuscripts leaves me no time to eat; and after meals 
I can neither go out nor enjoy a season of rest; but even at those times 
I am compelled to continue my philological investigations and the cor
rection of manuscripts. Even the night is not granted me for repose, 
but a great part of it is claimed for these philological inquiries. I will 
not mention the time from early in the morninCT till the ninth and some
times the tenth hour of the day; 2 for all wh~ take pleasure in such 

1 T. I. opp. ed. de 1a. Rne, f. 3. ' 

:I Till three or fonr o'clock, P. M. according to our reckoning. 
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labors, employ those hours in the study of the divine word, and. in 
reading." -

Ambrosius urged Origen, by the publication of his theological labors, 
to give the entire church an opportunity of enjoying the benefit of 
them, and thus to counteract the influence of the Gnostics, who had 
first excited among the Christians a spirit of deeper research into the 
things of God, and, under the pretence of a more profound scriptural 
interpretation, contrived, by arbitrary allegorical expositions, to intro
duce their Theosophy into holy writ. The obj ect last mentioned is 
one which Origen himself assigns for his labors, at the close of the fifth 
Tome of his commentary on the gospel of John, which was in part aimed 
against the Gnostic Heracleon. "As at present the heterodox," he 
says, "under cover of the Gnosis, set themselv~s against God's holy 
church, and scatter abroad works of many volumes, which promise to 
expound the evangelical and apostolical writings; so will they succeed, 
ifwe remain silent, without placing the sound and true doctrines by 
their side, to snatch away the hungry souls, who, for want of wholesome 
nourishment, hasten to that which is forbidden." 

He completed at Alexandria his commentaries on Genesis, the 
Psalms, the Lamentation of Jeremiah, (of which writings some frag
ments only remain,) his five first Tomes on the gospel of John, his tract 
on the resurrection, his Stromata, and his work concerning principles.1 

The work last mentioned derived great importance from the struggle 
which it called forth between opposite tendencies of the theological 
mind, and from the influence which it had on the fortunes of Origen 
and of his school. Platonic philosophy and doctrines of the Christian' 
faith were then, still more than at a later period, blended together in 
his mind. His wildness of speculation became afterwards moderated 
by the influence of the Christian spirit. :Many ideas which he had 
thrown out in this work, (rather as problems, however, than as deci
sions,) he afterwards retracted; although the principles of his system 
always remained the same. He declared himself, in a letter subse
quently written to Fabian, bishop of Rome, before whom his doctrines 
had probably been accused as heretical, that he had set forth many 
things in that book which he no longer acknowledged as true, and that 
his friend Ambrosius had published it against his will.2 

Yet, as has often happened, unless there had been an outward occa,
sion for it, an intervention of personal and unworthy passions, the con
flict between Origen and the party of·the church zealots would not have 
broken out, at least so soon; especially as Origen was far from possessing 
that pride which in other cases so readily connects itself with a theo
logical tendency of this sort, and as he constantly evinced the utmost 
forbearance towards those whose religious and theological principles 
differed from his own. The authority of his bishop, Demetrius, was to 
him an important support; but this man, who was full of the hierarchi
'Cal pride, which in these times we find especially rife in the bishops of 

1 llcp2 UpxWv = riJv /CopvrpawrarCJv /Cal 2 Vid. Hieronym. ep. 41, T. IV. opp. edd. 
izpxucWv ()oYP.UTC.JV, as Origen himself ex Martianay, f. 341. 
presses it in Joann. T. X. ; 13. 

http:oYP.UTC.JV
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the large cities, had his jealousies excited by the great reputation of
Origen, and the honor which he received on particular occasions. 

Especially the honor paid him by two of his friends, Alexander, 
bishop of Jerusalem, the friend of his youth, and Theoctistus, bishop 
of Cresarea in Palestine, gave no small umbrage. The haughty Deme
trius had already taken it greatly amiss of them, that they had per
mitted Origen, when a layman,! to preach in their churches.2 Yet 
when, in obedience to the call of his bishop, he returned back to Alex
andria, he was enabled to restore the friendly relations in which they 
had previously stood to each other. But in the year 288, he happened 
to make a journey to Greece on some ecclesiastical business of which 
we have no further account.s While upon this journey, he made a visit 
to his friends in Palestine; and these ordained him as a presbyter at 
Cresarea. 

This was a step, for which Demetrius could not forgive the two 
bishops, nor Origen. After the return of the latter, Demetrius con
vened a synod, composed of presbyters from his own diocese, and of 
other Egyptian bishops, and here brought against Origen that indis
creet act of his youth, by which, we must allow, according to the strict 
letter of the ecclesiastical canons, he was excluded from the spiritual 
order.4 But it should have been duly considered, that he had since 
become an entirely different man; that he had long condemned the 
step into which his youthful zeal had betrayed him. Yet for this 
reason he was deprived of the presbyterial rank which had been be
stowed on him, and forbidden to exercise the office of a public teacher 
in the Alexandrian church.5 , Having once drawn upon himself the 
jealousy and hatred of the pharisaical bishop, he could enjoy no further 
peace in Alexandria. Demetrius did not stop with tlie first attack 
upon him: he now began to stigmatize the doctrines of Oligen as hereti

1 See vol. I. p. 197. 
2 There were, probably in the year 216, 

certain warlike demonstrations in Alexan
dria, according to Euseb, 1. VI. c. 19, whieh 
made it unsafe for him to reside there any 
longer; perhaps when the demented Cara
calla. on his way to the Parthian war, gave 
up this city to the rapacious and murderous 
lusts of his soldiers. JEl. Spartian. 1. VI. 
c.6. It may be supposed that the fury of the 
pagan soldiers would light especially on 
the Christians. OriO'en betook himself to 
Palestine, for the p~rpose of visiting his 
andent friends, and, as he savs himself. (in 
Joann. T. VI. § 24,) for the purpose of ex
ploring the footsteps ofJesus, of his disciples, 
and of the prophets (int IC1Topiav TWV lxvWv 
'I1Jaov Kat TWV flarJ1JTwV aVroV Kat Twv npo. 
t/J1JTWV.) 

3 Perhaps he was called into these coun
t~es for the purpose of disputing ~'ith qno,s
ties who had spread there, - hiS skill In 
~anaging disputes of this sort bein.g exten
BI.vely known. Hi~ disputation Wlt~ Can
dldus the Valentinian the acts of whIch nre 
cited by Jerome, migl~t lead us to infer this. 

4 It is very probable, that the ecclesiastical 
law was already existing, which we find in 
the XVII. of the Apostolic Canons. It was 
hel'c by no means unconditionally forbidden, 
after the example of the Old-Testament law, 
Deut. 23, that a eunuch should be chosen 
to the spiritual order; but expre8sly defined, 
that whoever had been subjected to such a 
mischance, without any fault of his own, if 
worthy, might become an ecclesiastic; only 
/) iavTuv UKp(')T1JPtaC1a~ fl1J ytViC1rJ(J KIt:"PtK6~. 
It was simply designed to offer a check to 
that ascetic species of enthusiasm. 

6 l>hotius says, it is true, that this same 
synod not only forbade Origen to exercise 
the office of teacher, but also to. remain a 
resident in the Alexandrian church. But 
it is difficult to see how a bishop at that time 
could enforce this. He could in fact only 
exclude him from the communion of the 
church and this was first done in the second 
synod.' Moreover, the words of Origen do 
not seem to intimate. that he had been forced 
to leave Alexandria. 
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cal- a proceeding for which, perhaps, some assertions of the latter, 
in his disputations with the Gnostics, had given fresh occasion. l 

Yet from the resources of his own inner life he drew sufficient peace 
of mind to complete his fifth Tome on the gospel of John, amid the 
storms at Alexandria (since, as he says,2 Jesus commanded the winds 
and the waves of the sea;) when he finally concluded to leave that 
city, and to take refuge with .his friends at Cresarea in Palestine. But 
the persecutions of Demetrius followed him even there. The bishop 
now seized on a pretext, which would' enable him easily to find allies 
in Egypt and out of Egypt; inasmuch as the prevailing dogmatio 
spirit, in many parts of the church, was violently opposed to the ideal
istic tendency of Origen's school, and inasmuch as the work m:p'i Upx(jv 
would furnish such abundant materials for the charge of heresy. At a 
more numerous synod of Egyptian bishops, Demetrius excluded Origen, 
as a heretic, from the communion of the church; and the synod issued 
against him a violent invective. To this document Origen alludes, 
when, in commencing once more at Cresarea the continuation of his 
commentary on the gospel of John, he says: "That God who once led 
his people out of Egypt, had also delivered him from that land; but his 
enemy, in this recent letter, truly at variance with the spirit of the 
gospel, had assa.iled him with the utmost virulence, and roused against 
him all the winds of malice in Egypt." 3 . 

1 As we might infer from the disputation 
with Candidus the Valcntinian. Hicronym. 
adv. Rufin. lib. II. f. 414, vol. IV. 

2 In Joann. T. VI. § 1. 
8 We arc in want of connected and trust

worthy accounts respecting these events, so 
pregnant of consequences. We can only 
endeavour, by a combination of particulars, 
to trace the facts of the case as they really 
occurred. It is certain, indeed, from the 
intimation which Eusebius gives, and from 
Origen's words, which have already been 
cited, concerning that indiscretion of his 
youth, that the latter was then urged against 
him; but this could be employed only as a 
reason for excluding him from the clerical 
office. The other steps against him must 
have originated in some other complaint. 
Photius, who had read the Apology of Pam
philus in behalf of Origen, says, it is true, 
Cod. lIS, that Demetrius accused him ofhav
ingundcrtllken the journey to Athens without 
his p~rrI?ission, and of.having caused himself, 
011; t~IS Journey undertaken without his per
mISSI?n. to be ordained a presbyter, -which 
certamly would have been an infraction of 
the laws of the ch?-rch on the part of Origen, 
as well as of the bIshops. But if Demetrius 
brought this charge against Origen, still it 
may be asked, whether he had any grounds 
for it. 'Ve see from the citation of Jerome 
de vir. iUustr. c. 62, that Alexander, bishop 
of Jerusalem, had to allege against Deme
trius, the fnct that he had ordained Origen on 
the authority of an epistola fonnata, which 
Origen brought with him from his bishop. 

The church laws respecting these matters 
were at that time, perhaps, still so vague, that 
Alexander might suppose he had every right 
to ordain a man who belonged to another 
diocese; and yet Demetrius might look upon 
this as an invasion on the rights of his epis
copal office. At any rate, however, this was 
no sufficient reason for excommunicating 
Origen. The participation of other churches 
in this attack upon him; the brand of heresy, 
which Origen continued to bear even after 
hiB death; his own language in justification 
of himself, iu the letter already dted, ad
dressed to the Roman bishop Fabian (as he 
had also written to other bishops in vindi
cation of his orthodoxy, Euseb. 1. VI. c. 
36;) - all conspire to show, that his doctn'netI 
were the cause of his excommunication. 
We see also from what Jerome cites, 1. II. 
adv. Rufin. f. 411, and from the letter of 
Origen against Demetrius, that he was ac
cused of errors in his system of faith; since 
he defends himself against the charge of 
having asserted that Satan would one day
become holv, - although we cannot well 
understand how he could deny this assertion, 
which is necessarily grounded in his system. 
Rufinus cites passages from one of Origen's 
letters ofvindication, addressed to his friends 
in Alexandria i from which we learn, that 
a forged protocol, pretending to give an 
account of a disputation held between hif!l 
and the heretics, had excited surprise at hIS 
doctrinal positions, even among his friends 
in Palestine. They had despatched a mes
seuger after him to Athens, and requested 
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This personal quaITel became now a conflict between the opposite 
doctrinal parties. The churches in Palestine, Arabia, Phrenicia, and 
Achaia, took the side of Origen :. the church of Rome declared against 
him.1 How Origen judged of those who stigmatized him as a heretic, 
appears from a remark,2 which he makes after citing 1 Corinth. 1 : 25: 
" If I had said," he observes, " the foolishness of God, how would the 
lovers of censure 3 accuse me! How should I be accused by them, even 
though I had said. a thousand times what they themselves hold to be 
true, yet had not rightly said· this single thing, - how should I be ac
cus~d by them for saying, ' the foolishness of God' ! " In his letter of 
vindication against the synod which had excommunicated .him, he quotes 
Bome of the denunciations of the prophets against wicked priests and 
potentates, and then adds: "But we should far rather pity than hate 
them, far rather pray for them than curse tltem; for' we are made to 
bless, and not to curse."4 

The efforts of Origen's enemies only contributed to extend the sphere 
of his activity. His removal to Palestine was certainly important in 
its consequences, an opportunity being thus given him of laboring also 

from him the original of the protocol.. Also 
protocols of this sort had been dispersed as 
far as Rome. Vide Rufin. de adulteratione 
librorum Origenis, in 0pp. Hieronym. T. V. 
f.251, ed. Martianay. Although Rufin is 
not a faithful translator, yet this cannot have 
been a story wholly invented by himself. 
The disputations with the Gnostics, more
over, could not fail to furnish occasions, 
which would bring out prominently the 
peculiar religious opinions of Origen; and 
el·cry opportunity of making his orthodoxy 
suspected in his own church must have been 
eagerly welcomed by those who found in 
him so powerful an antagonist. 

1 Hieronym. ep. 29, ad PauIum: Dam
natus a Demetrio episcopo, exceptis Palres
tinre et Arabire et Phmnicire atque Achaire 
sacerdotibus. In damnationcm ejus con
sentit urbs Roma: ipsa contra bunc cogit 
senatum. To be sure, he adds to this: non 
propter dogmatum novitatem; non propter 
hreresin, sed quia. gloriam eloquentire ejus 
et scientire feITe non poterant. But this is 
not fact; it is the subjective interpretation 
of motives, according to interests which 
Jerome at that time espoused. Compare, 
tnoreo\·er, the remark made in the case of 
'rcrtullian. 

2 Hom. VIII. in Jerem. § 8. 
a Ol tptMzLTLOL. 
4 Sec I. c. Hieronym.l. IV.f. 411. Compo 

What .Origen says against the significancy 
of unjust excommunication, see vol. I. p. 219. 
Compo also in Matth. T. XVI. § 25, f.445, 
the words in which we discern the zealous 
opponent of hierarchy, who was ahle to dis
cover the pious disposition even when hid
den under the most unpromising shapes, 
a~d, wherever it appeared, embraced it in 
his love. Different from this, however, was 

the course of those bishops who were filled 
with the spirit of a priestly cnste and hie
rarchical pride, and of whom he says, apply
ing to them the passage in Mauh. 21 : 16: 
" As these scribes and priests were censura
ble according to the lettcr of the history, so, 
in the spiritual application of this passage, 
there may be many a blame· worthy high
priest, who fails to adorn his episropal dig
nity by his life, and to put on the Urim and 
Thummim, (the Light and Right. Exod. 28.) 
These, while they behold ihe wonderful 
th~gs of God, despise the babes and 
sucklings in the church, who sing praises 
to God and his Christ. Thev are dis
pleased at their spiritual prof,rress, and 
complain of them to Jesus, as if they did 
wrong when they do no "Tong. They ask 
Jesus, 'Hearest thou what these say ~' And 
this we shall better understand, if we con
sider how often it h!tppens, that men of 
ardent minds, who ha7..ard their liberty in 
bold confessions before the Heathen, who 
despise danger, who with all constancy lead 
lives of the strictest continence and severest 
austerity, - how often snch men, who are 
rude, however, in their expressions, (ldtwraL 
TV M;fL,) are calumniated hy the~e blame
worthy high·priests as disorganizHs, - how 
oflen they are.aceused by them hefore Jesus, 
as if they themselves beha\'ed better than 
such honest and good children. But Jesus 
testifies in favor of the children, and on the 
other hand accuses the high.priests of igno
rance. saying, 'Have ye not read: Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast 
ordained praise? ' " It might well be, that 
Origen here had before his mind's eye .. D~me. 
trius and similar bishops, who were mehned 
to judO'e with the greatest severity, those 
errors ;hich proceeded out of a. pious zeal. 
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from that point, for the diffusion' of a liberal scientific spirit in the 
church; and long were the traces of his activity to be discerned in 
these districts. Here, too, a circle of young men gathered around 
him, who were trained under his influence to fill the posts of theolo
gians and church-teachers. -To the number of these belongs that 
active and laborious preacher of the gospel, Gregory, of whom we shall 
speak more particularly hereafter. Here Origen prosecuted his 
literary undertakings. Here· he composed, among other works, the 
treatise, already noticed, on the Utility of Prayer, and on the Exposi
tion of the Lord's Prayer, which he addressed to his friend Ambrosius. 
Here he maintained an actjve correspondence with the most distin
guished church-teachers in Cappadocia, Palestine, and Arabia; and he 
was often invited to assist at deliberations on the concerns of foreign 
churches. 

During the persecution of Maximin the Thracian, in which two of 
Origen's friends, the presbyter Protoctetus, of Cresarea, and Ambro
sius, had much to suffer, he addressed to these confessors, who were 
awaiting in prison the issue of their trials, his treatise on ]fartyrdom. 
He exhorts them to steadfastness in confession; he fortifies their reso
lution by the promises of scripture, and takes pains to refute those 
sophisms which might be employed to palliate the denial of a faith 
grounded in facts; as, for example, when Gnostics, who held outward 
things to be of no importance, and pagan statesmen, who were wont to 
regard everything solely from the political point of view, sought alike 
to persuade the Christians, that, without violating their private convic
tions, which no one wished to deprive them of, they might join in those 
merely outward ceremonies of the state religion. Although that moral
ity, aiming at an absolute estrangement from all human passions, con
cerning the connection of which ,)vith Origen's whole mode of thinking 
we have already spoken, is everywhere to be met with in this book,! 
and also those false notions of martyrdom as an opus operatum,
which, infused into him by the prevailing spirit of the church in his 
time, were incorporated with several of his own peculiar ideas,-shine 
through the surface; yet, at the same time, the energy of his unwaver
ing trust and of his zeal in behalf of the gospel faith, finely expresses 
itself in this work. Says he to the two confessors: 2 "I could wish that 
you, too, in the whole conflict that is before you, mindful of the great 
reward reserved in heaven for those who suffer persecution and 
reproach for the sake of righteousness and of the Son of man, might 
rejoice and be glad, as the apostles once rejoiced, when they were 
found worthy to suffer reproach for the name of Christ. But should 
ever anguish enter your souls, may the Spirit of Christ, that dwells'with
in you, say, tempted though you may be on your part to disturb it, 
, 'Vby troubl~st thou me, my soul? and why art thou disquieted within 
me ? Hope ill God, for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance and my God,' Ps. 42: 5. May it, however, never be 

1 This is seen particularly in Origen's referred to not allowing him to take them 
artificial way of explaining the words spok- according to their natural sense. 
en by Christ in his agony; the spirit above 2 § 4. 
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troubled, but even before the tribunal itself, and under the naked sword 
aimed at your necks, be preserved by that peace of God which passeth 
all understanding." He says to them, in another place: 1 "Since the 
Word of God 2 is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, "piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Heb. 4 : 12; so 
let this divine Word, especially now, cause to reign in our souls, as he 
did in his apostles, that peace which passeth all understanding; but he 
has cast the sword between the image of the earthly and the image of 
the heavenly within us, that he may for the present receive our heav
enly man to himself, and then, when we have attained so far as that 
we need to experience no more separation,S that he may make us alto
gether heavenly. And he came, not only to bring the sword, but also 
to send fire on the earth, concerning which he says: 'What would I 
rather, than that it be already kindled ?' Luke 12 : 49. May this fire, 
then, be kindled even in you, and consume every earthly feeling within 
you, and cause you to be joyfully baptized with that baptism of which 
Jesus spake.4 And thou, (Ambrosius,) who hast a wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, remember the words of the Lord: '·Whoever 
cometh unto me, and hateth not his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers and sisters, cannot be my disciple.' But both of you be mind
ful of the words: 'If any man come unto me, and hate not even his ' 
own life, he cannot be my disciple.' " 

It was, perhaps, this same persecution which induced Origen to 
leave for awhile the place where he had hitherto resided. The perse
cution at that time being merely local, it was easy to escape from it, 
by fleeing to other districts, where tranquillity happened to prevail. 
Origen repaired to Cresarea in Cappadocia, where he visited his friend, 
the bishop Firmilian, with whom he had been in the habit of correspond
ing on scientific and theological subjects.5 

But, perhaps, at the very time while he was there, the persecution 
broke out in Cappadocia,6 which was the occasion of his retiring to the 
house of Juliana, a Christian virgin, who concealed and entertained 
him in her dwelling during the space of two years. It was here he 
made a discovery, which had an important bearing on his literary un
dertakings. He had been employed for years on a work which was 
to contribute both to the emendation of the text of the Alexandrian· 
version of the Old Testament, - which was the translation chiefly used 
in the church, being regarded by many Christians, who followed the 
olcl Jewish legend, as inspired, and of which the different manuscripts 
yaried considerably from each other in their readings, - and also to the 
Improvement of this translation itself, by comparing it with other 
~ncient versions, and with the original Hebrew text. Origen, wh? .was 
In the constant habit of disputing with Pagans and Jews on rehgIOus 

1 ~ 37. 5 They occasionally visited each other for 
2 He understands this of the Logos. the purpose of conversing on theological 
8 No separation of the godlike and the topics. Euseb.l. VI. c. 27. 

UDfodlike. 6 See vol. I. p. 126. 
Luke 12: 50. 
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matters, had found, as he say~ himself, by his own experience, how 
necessary was an acquaintance with the original text of the Old Testa
ment, to avoid laying one's-self open to the Jews, who ridiculed the 
ignorance of those Gentile Christians that disputed with them, when 
they cited passages from the Alexandrian version which were not to be 
found in the Hebrew, or when they showed that they knew nothing of 
passages which were to be found in the Hebrew only.1 He had there
fore employed the wealth of his friend Ambrosius, and availed himself 
of his own frequent journeys, to collect various manuscripts of .the 
Alexandrian version, and other ancient translations, which it was still 
possible to procure. Thus he had, for example, in ransacking every 
corner, found, in a cask at Jericho, an ancient translation, not before 
known to exist, of some books of the Old Testament. It now fell out, 
that this Juliana had become heiress to the writings of the Ebionite 
SlJmmachur~, who had lived perhaps in the beginning of this century; 
and among these writings Origen found both his commentary on the 
gospel according to the Hebrews, (dlayyO.tov KaTu. 'Ej3patov~,2) and his 
version of the Old Testament.3 He was now enabled to bring to a com
pletion the great work of collating the ancient versions still extant, and 
of comparing them with the Hebrew text.4 

1 Orig. ep. ad African. ~ 5.: TOtaVTll~ 
oVall~ .qp.i:w Tii~ rrpo~ atJT(w~ iv Tal~ (llT.qaeaL 
rrapaaKevii~, ou Kara¢pov.qaovalv, oM' cj~ l{Jo~ 
aVToi~, yeAuaOVTat ToV~ urro TWV i{Jvwv ma
TeVovTa~, cj~ T' aAll{J" lea2 rrap' aVTo;;~ ava
reypflp.pi.va uyvooiivTa~. 

2 The words of J<:usebius, 1. VI. c. 17, re
specting the work of Symmachus, are: 'Ev 
ol~ oOlcd rrpo~ TO leaTa Mar{Jaiov u,rroTetVop.e
VO~ evayytittov riJv Oe01jM.Jp.€Vllv alpeatv (TWV 
'Ej3twvalwv) KparoVetv. As he subsequently 
classes this work with the commentaries of 
Symmachus on the scriptures, (lpp.llveia~ 
e£~ T!l:~ ypa<pa~,) one might be led to sup
pose it was some writing of his, in which 
he expounded this gospel, or rather the 
Ebionitic gospel according to the Hebrews, 
which resembled it, and employed it to 
prove the Ebionitic doctrines; but the Greek 
phrase, UrrOrELV£a{JaL rrp6r Tt, connected 
with ICparoVetV, favors much rather the sup
position, that a writing is here meant which 
~ttacked the gospel of Matthew by assum
mg the genuineness of the Ebionitie revis
ion of the gospel according to the Hebrews. 

8 Palladins (in the beginning of the fifth 
century) relates, iu his historv of the monks 
(itavaiaKa,) c. 147, that he had found in a~ 
old man~scrip!, c<!ming from Origen, the 
words wr~tten.m hiS own hand, giving the 
account cited m the text. True, this Pal
ladius is a. witness liahle to some suspicion 
on account of his credulity; but in this case 
we have no reason to disbelieve him, espe
cially as his testimony agrees with the nar
rative of Eusebius, 1. VI. e. 17. 

• The Hexapla: to say anything more 
concerning this work and kindred works of 
Origen, would be foreign from our purpose. 

See the Introductions to the Old Testa
ment. We shall merely cite here the words 
of Origeu himself respecting the compari
son'instituted by him between the Alexan
drian version and the other ancient transla
tions of the Old Testament. After haying 
spoken, (Commentar. in Matth. f. 381,) of 
the differences in the copies of the New 
Testament, which had arisen partly from 
the negligence and partly from the arbitra
ry criticism of the transcribers, he adds: 
"As regards the differences between the 
copies of the Old Testament, we have, with 
God's help, found a. means of adjusting 
them, by using the other translations as our 
criterion. 'Vherever in the version of the 
Seventy anything was doubtful. on account 
of the differences of the manuscripts, we 
have retained that which coincided with the 
other translations; and many passages, not 
to be found in the Hebrew text, we have 
marked with an obelisk, (the critical sign of 
omission,) not daring wholly to omit them. 
But some passages we have noted with an 
asterisk, in order to make it clear, that such 
passages, which are not found in the Seven
ty, have been added by us from the other 
translations coinciding with the Hebrew' 
text; and in order that whoever is so in
clined, may receive them into the text, (I sup
pose that the reading should be rrpo~iiTIlt;) 
but whoever takes anv offence at them, may 
receive or not receive- them, as he pleases." 
From these last words, we see how much 
Origin had to fear from those who were 
ready at once to accuse anyone that de
parted from the traditional and customary 
route, of falsifying the sacred scriptures. 

http:reypflp.pi.va
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After the assassination of Maximin, and under the reign of the em
peror Gordian, in the year 238, Origen was enabled to return once 
more to Cresarea, and resuine there his earlier labors. 

Long before, while he resided at Alexandria, the church of Greece, 
where he enjoyed a high reputation, had sent for him to advise with 
them on some ecclesiastical matters: he now probably received a second 
lnvitation of the same kind. His way led him through Nicomedia in 
Bithynia, where he spent several days with his old friend Ambrosius, 
who, if the narrative of Jerome is correct, had meanwhile become dea.
con; whether it was that the latter had his appointment in the church 
of that city, or whether he had come thither for the sake of meeting 
Origen. There he received a letter from another friend, Julius Afri
canus, one of the distinguished learned Christians of that age.1 Ori
gen, in a conversation which took place in the presence of Africanus, 
had cited the story of Susanna, on the authority of the Alexandrian 
version, as a part of genuine scripture, belonging to the book of Dan
iel. In this letter, equally characterized by the moderate, respectfUl 
tone of literary controversy, and by the unbiassed freedom of criticism, 
Africanus expressed his surprise at what he had heard, and asked for 
further explanations. Origen replied in a full and elaborate letter from 
Nicomedia. Not so free frpm pr~judice as Africanus, he labored to 
defend the authority of the' Alexandrian version and collection of. the 
sacred writings. It is well worth observing, how the free inquiring 
mind of origen , out of a misconceived piety, perhaps, too, rendered 
timid by the convulsions which, in spite of his own will, he had occa.
sioned in the church, took refuge in the authority of a church tradition 
preserved pure under the guidance of a special Providence. " But 
ought not that Providence," says he,2 " which in the sacred writings has 

1 He was then a very aged man, as is evi
dent from the fact, that he could address 
Origen, who was now fifty, by the title, 
"my son." His usual place of residence 
was probably the ancient and ruined city of 
Emmaus or Nicopolis in Palestine, (so call
ed by the Romans after the Jewish war, and 
not to be confounded with the Emmaus of 
the New Testament, being more distant, 
namely, 176 stadia from Jerusalem.) The 
inhabitants of this ruined place chose him 
as their delegate to the emperor Heliogaba
Ius, for the purpose of obtaining from that 
emperor the restoration of their city, a mis
sion in which he was successful. Hieronym. 
de vir. iIlustr. c. 63. He is known as the 
first author of a Christian Historv of the 
world, (his xpovoypmpta in five books, vid. 
Euseb. 1. VI. c. 31.) This work, of which 
Our only knowledge is derived from the use 
made of it by other writers. and from frag
ments, undoubtedly had its origin in an 
apologetic aim. He is known, again, on 
account of his letter to Aristides, on the 
method of reconciling the differences be
tween the genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 
and Luke, of which Eusebius, Hist. lib. I. 
~. 7, has preserved to us a fragment. There 
18 another remarkable fragment of the same 
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letter, published by Routh, rcliqnioo sacroo, 
yoI. 11. p. 115. He controverts here those 
who asserted, that these different genealo
gies had been given merely for the purpose 
of demonstrating in this way the truth, that 
Christ was at once King and High Priest, 
being descended from the royal and priest
ly families. And in this connection he ex
presses himself very strongly against the 
theory of "pious fraud." "God forbid," 
says he, " that the opinion should ever pre
vail in the church of Christ, that any false 
thing cnn be fabricated for Christ's glory." 
M~ ~ KpaToiT/ TOloVTOf M)'Of tV tKKA1/U;~ 
XptUToV, {m 1/JriJoor aV}'KElTaL ti~ alvov "a~ 
oo;oitoyiav XplUToV. Eusebius ascribes to 
him a work which contained a sort of lite
rary omniana, after the fashion of the n~sci
entific Po(vhistories of those times, entitled 
the ,dUTOl. A great deal, however, as
cribed to him in the fragments of Ihis '':OT~, 
does not accord with the views and prInCI
ples which should belong ~o this man, ~c
cordinO' to what we otherWIse know of hIm. 
It wer~ certainly the most natural ~ypot~e
sis that he wrote this work before hIS habIts 
of' thinkiDO' had become decidedly Chris
tian. 0 

~ c. 4. 
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given the means of edification to all the churches of Christ, to have cared 
for those who are bought with a price, for whom Christ died - Christ, 
the Son of that God who is love, and who spared not his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all, that he might with him freely give us all things? 
Besides, consider whether it is not well to think of those words, 'Re
move not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.'" Provo 
22: 28. He then proceeds to say, that although he by no means ne
glected the other ancient translations, yet he had bestowed peculiar dili
gence on the Alexandrian version, that it might not seem as if he 
wished to introduce into the church any falsifying innovation; and that 
he might give no pretext to those who sought occasion for, and took de
light in, accusing and calumniating the men who were universally 
known and held an important place in the church.1 Origen's journey 
terminated at Athens, where he resided for some time, finished his com
mentary on Ezekiel, and began his commentary on the Song of Solo
mon.2 . 

. To the end of his life, he was occupied with theological labors. Under 
the reign of Philip the Arabian, with whose family he was on terms of 
correspondence, he wrote the work against Celsus, which has already 
been mentioned, his commentary on the gospel of Matthew, and other 
treatises. When he was sixty years of age, he now for the first time 
permitted his discourses to be taken down by short-hand writers. In 
what high consideration he stood with the churches of these countries, 
is evident from the fact, that on important ecclesiastical questions, 
where it was difficult to come at a decision, the opinion of Origen was 
consulted by synods of bishops. A case of this sort, in which Beryl
Ius, the bishop of Bostra in Arabia, submitted to be taught by him, we 
have noticed on a former occasion. We may here mention as another 
instance of this kind, that a controversy had been excited by a party 
among the Arabian Christians, who asserted, that the human soul died 
with the body, and that it was to be revived only with the body at the 
resurrection, - an ancient Jewish notion. Perhaps, too, in these dis
tricts, whose situation brought them into frequent contact with Jews, it 
was no new doctrine, but the one which had prevailed there from an
cient times; and ,perhaps it was first brought about through the influ
ence of Origen, - in whose system the doctrine of the natural hnmor
tality of the soul, which is related to God, held an important place, 
that this latter doctrine now b.ecame here the more general one, and 
the small party who still adhered to the old opinion, appeared to be 
~eretical; if the case really was, that the prevailing voice had expressed 
Itself thus early against them.s Hence it is explained, how the con
vention of a great synod came to be thought necessary for the purpose 
of settling these disputes. As they could not come to an agreement, 

l1:va f14 Tl 7rapaxaparretv dOlCOl1JflEV Talr judO'e concerning the controversies of these 
1mo TOv ovpavov £KKA1/rrlat.r· Ka2 7rporparreL!: tim~s too much according to his own su~ 
dtO(,)P.EV Toir (1JTOVrrtV al/Jop/lu'r, 119tNlIJ(1L ToVr jective views and the church orthodoxy of 
fv p£rrltJ C1VKotpavrelV Ka2 rwv &a¢>atvop£v(,Jv his age, when he represents the defenders 
fv T<;i ICOtV<;i KaT1Jyopeiv. of this opinion as men generally acknowl

:I Euseb. lib. VI. c. 32. edged to be teachers of error and prop!lgll
8 Easebius (1. VI. c. 37) may perhaps tors of a new doctrine. 

http:dtO(,)P.EV
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Origen was sent for; and it was brought about by his influence, that 
the opponents of the soul's natural immortality confessed and renounced 
their error. 

Origen, who, on account of some particular opinions, was by a great 
part of the church stigmatized as a heretic and enemy to the evangeli
cal scheme of faith, is said in the last days of a life consecrated to labor 
and conflict in behalf of that which he considered to be the cause of 
Christ, to have refuted by his conduct the accusations of his adversa
ries, and shown how he was ready to sacrifice all for the faith, - how 
he belonged to that number who are willing tD hate even their own life 
for the Lord's sake. 

As the fury of the enemies of Christianity, in the Decian peI'Secu
tion, was directed particularly against those men who were distinguished 
among the Christians for their station, their wealth, or their know
ledge, and their activity in promulgating the faith,l it was natural that 
such a man as Origen should become a shining mark for fanatical cru
elty. After a steadfast confession, he was thrown into prison; and 
here it was attempted, in conformity with the plan of the Decian perse
cution, to overcome the infirmity of age, by exquisite and gradually 
increasing tortures. But th,e faith which he bore at heart, sustained 
the weakness of old age, and gave him power to withstand every trial. 
After having suffered so much,2 he wrote from his prison a letter full of 
consolation, of encouragement for others. The circumstances hereto
fore mentioned, which contributed first to moderate, and then to bring 
wholly to an end, this persecution, procured finally for Origin also free
dom and repose. Yet the sufferings which he had undergone, served 
perhaps to hasten his death, which took place about the year 254,3 in 
the seventieth year of his age. 

The influence of Origen on theological culture was no longer connected 
with his person, but continued to spread independently of the man, 
through his writings and his scholars, not without continual conflict with 
the minds of the opposite tendency. The friends of Chiliasm, of the 
gross literal method of scriptural interpretation, and of the anthropo
morphic and anthropopathic mode of representing divine things con
nected therewith, and the zealots for the letter of the church doctrinal 
tradition, were opponents to the school of Origen. The conflict between 
these antagonistic directions of mind presents the most important phe
nomena connected with the theological development at the close of this 
period. We shall here, in the first place, glance at the church w~ch 

1 The personre insignes. written by Origen after the persecution, 
2 Euseb. 1. VI. c. 39. concerning the genuineness of which, how

• 8 Euseb. 1. VII. c. 2. According to Pho- ever, Photius was not fully convinced. But 
tlUs, cod. llS, there were two different re- according to what Eusebius says, in the 
ports concerning the manner and time of above-cited passage of his Church Histo
Origen's death. Pamphilus, and many oth- • ry,-who undoubtedly followed the ac~ount 
er.s wh<? had been personally acquainted of his friend and teacher Pamphil~s,-lt can 
Wlth Ongen, reported that he died as a mar- hardly be supposed that Pllmphllus rea.uy 
tlr, at Cresarea, under the Decian persecu- reported any such thing. Perhaps PhotlUS 
t!on. Others reported, that he lived till the misunderstood Pamphilus, when the latter 
tJ!"es of Gallus and Volusianns, and then meant simply confession und~r ~rture, or 
died at Tyre, and was there buried; which perhaps was speakin~ of the l~dlrect conle
account was confinned also by the letters quences of those suffen.ngs to Orlgen. 
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was the original seat of Origen's activity, namely, the church of Alex
andria and of Egypt. 

Origen had here left behind him disciples, who continued to labor on 
in his own spirit, although with less of the zeal for speculation. Deme
trius the bishop was, as it appears from what has been said, rather the 
personal enemy of Origen, than the enemy of his theological direction 
of mind: his attack upon the latter had probably been only a pretext. 
Hence he permitted the disciples of Origen to continue their labors 
without disturbance; and he himself died soon after the outbreak of 
these controversies, in the same year 231. 

Heraclas, the disciple and friend of Origen, - who has already been 
mentioned, and who, after the death of the latter, was placed at the 
head of the catechetical school, - succeeded Demetrius in the episcopal 
office. Heraclas was succeeded - in the year 247 - as catechist, 
and afterwards as bishop, by Dionysius, another worthy disciple of Orl
gen, who always retained his love and respect, for him, and when he 
was in prison, under the Decian persecution, addressed to him a letter 
of consolation. Dionysius, as he tells us himself, had come to the faith 
in the gospel in: the way of free examination, - having searched im
partially through all the systems; and hence he remained true to this 
principle, both as a Christian and a teacher of the church. He read 
and examined without prejudice all the writings of the heretics, and 
rejected their systems only after he had made himself accurately ac
quainted with them, and put it into his power to refute them by argu
ments. A presbyter of his church warned him of the injury which 
might accrue to his soul by the distracting occupation of perusing so 
many godless writings. But the Spirit of God gave him assurance, 
that he needed not to be disturbed by that fear. He believed that he 
had heard a voice, saying to him: "Read whatever falls into thy hands, 
for thou art capable of judging and proving all things; and from the 
first this has been to thee the occasion of faith." By this encourage
ment, Dionysius was confirmed in his purpose; and he found it agreea
ble to that direction of the Lord (in an apocryphal gospel) to the 
stronger Christians: "Be ye skilful money-changers," ytveai'7e dOKlflo2 Tpmu

fjTlU, i.e. skilful to distinguish the genuine from the counterfeit coin.! 
We have, on several occasions, already adduced examples of the 

freedom of spirit and moderation of this Father, and of the happy 
effects thence resulting. The same Christian moderation and gentle
ness appear also in his letter to Basilides, an Egyptian bishop, on ques
tions relative to matters of church discipline and worship.2 The letter 
of Dionysius to his subordinate bishop concludes thus: "These ques
tions you have not proposed to me as if you were ignorant of the sub
ject, but to honor me, and to be assured that I am of the same mind 
with yourself, as indeed I am. I have laid open to you my own opin
ions, not as a teacher, but with all the frankness which we are bound to 

1 Dionysius, in his letter to the Roman iog an e1rtt1ToMJ lCavovlK~. The fragmenta 
presbyter Philemon, Euseb. 1. VII. c. 7. of it which still remain were last edited by 

2 Which letter acquired the authority of Routh, in his Reliqui~ Sacrre, vol. II. 
canonical law in the Greek church, as be
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use in our communications with each other. But it is now your brtsi
ness to judge of what I have said, and then write me what seems to 
you better than this, or whether you hold that to be right which I have 
advanced." 1 . 

The next that distinguished themselves as teachers in the Alexan· 
drian church were Pierius and Theognostos, who lived in the last times 
of the third century. In the fragments of their writings, (preserved 
by Photius,) we recognize the peculiar doctrines of Origen. 

We have observed before, that in Egypt itself there existed two oJr 
posite parties, of Origenists and anti·Origenists. We meet with them 
again in the fourth century, especially among the Egyptian monks, 
under the names of Anthropomorphite8 and Origenists. Perhaps this 
opposition among the Egyptian monks may also be traced to the times 
of which we are now speaking. In these times, it is true, there were 
as yet no monks; but, as early as the close of the third century, there 
existed in Egypt societies of ascetics, who lived retired in the country.2 
Among these Egyptian ascetics, appeared, at the end of this period, a 
man by the name of Hieracas, who, in the following times, was placed 
among the heretics, by those "rho judged him according to the standard 
of the church scheme of faith, as it had formed itself in the fourth cen
tury; but who could hardly have been considered as a heretic during 
his life-time.3 So far as we are able to understand his spiritual bent 
and his doctrines from the fragmentary accounts, for which we are in· 
debted for the most part to Epiphanius,4 there was much in his peculiar 
views which savored of the school of Origen; and the fact may have 
been, that he came from that school: yet we find no such relationship 
as could be explained only in this particular way. The same tenden
cies may easily have sprung up in Egypt from different quarters. 

Hieracas passed the life of an ascctic in the city of Leontopolis, in 
Egypt,5 and, after the manner of the ascetics, earned the necessaries of 
li:fe, and the means of bestowing charity, by the industry of his own 
hands; exercising an art that was highly esteemed and much employed 
in Egypt, that of calligraphy, which he practised with equal skill both 
in the Greek and in the Coptic language. He is said to have lived 
beyond the age of ninety, and - which may be easily accounted for 
from his simple habits - to have retained to the last the full exercise 
of his powers, so that he could. pursue his art to the very end of his 
life. He was equally familiar with the Greek and with the Coptic lit
erature; from which very circumstance, however, it may have resulted 
that he introduced many foreign clements from both these sources into 

1 A ronsiderable fragment of the work of 3 For this reason, as we can take the no
this Dionysius on Nature, in which he de tion of heresy in the present work onlY,in 
fend3 the belief in a Providence against the its historical sense, we have not placed Hle
atomistic svstem of the Epicureans, has racas, as is usnally done, among the heretiC!!. 
been preserved to us by Eusebius, in the 4, Hreres. 67. 
XIV. Book of the Prreparatio evangelica, 6 Unless he li,-ed at the head of 9. com
introduced by Routh, 1. c. vol. IV. munity of ascetics, somewhere in the neigh

2 See Athanasius' life of Antonius. We borhood of that city. 
shall have occasion to say more on this 
point in the following period. 

60· 
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Christianity. He wrote commentaries on the Bible, in the Greek and 
in the Coptic tongue, and composed many church hymm. 

He was given to the allegorical method of interpretation, which was 
closely connected with a certain theosophic tendency. Like Origen, 
he explained particularly the account of Paradise as an allegory, deny
ing that there had ever been a material Paradise. It may be conjec
tured that, like Origen, he considered the Paradise as a symbol of that 
higher spiritual world, from which the heavenly spirit fell by an inclina
tion to earthly matter. But as there was no general agreement of opin
ion as to what should be understood symbolically and what literally, in 
that narrative of Genesis; as, moreover, nothing was yet settled in the 
system of the dominant church, respecting the origin of the soul; and 
as the peculiar opinions of Origen had still many important advocates, 
particularly in the Egyptian church,- he could not on this account be 
generally condemned as a heretic. 

From that theory of his concerning the manner in which the heav
enly spirit, sunk into union with matter, became invested with a body, 
we may easily understand why Hieracas should contemn this earthly, 
material body, make its mortification the leading aim of tile Christian 
system of morals, and oppose the doctrine that the soul, once set free, 
should again be incarcerated in this prison of the body by the resurrec
tion. In reference to the latter point, however, he may, at 'the same 
time, have supposed, perhaps, that the soul would be veiled in a higher 
organ of ethereal matter , (a (Jwfla 1rVevfU1TtKOv. ) Even this opinion he 
might present under such a form as not directly to reject the doctrine 
of the resurrection of the body, but only to explain it according to his 
own sense. 

In respect to the former point, he represented the-abstemious unmar
ried life as something essential to the proper perfection of the Christian. 
The recommendation of the unmarried life, he made to constitute the 
characteristic distinction between the great moral principle of the Old, 
and that of the New Testament. Those false notions respecting the 
essence of morality, respecting the demands of the moral law on hu
man nature, by which men were led to imagine they could so easily ful
fil it, and even do more than it requires, (opera supererogationis,) dis
cover themselves in Hieracas, when he asks: " 'Vhat new thing has the 
doctrine of the Only-begotten introduced? Of what new benefit has 
~e been the author to humanity? Respecting the fear of God, respect
mg envy, covetousness, and the like, the Old Testament has already 
treated: What new thing is there still remaining, unless it be the in
troduction of the unmarried life?" This question shows, we allow, 
that Hieracas had no right apprehension, either of the demands of the 
moral law, or, what is strictly connected therewith, of Christ as the 
Redeemer of mankind, and of the nature of the redemption. From 
the views which we here find expressed, of human nature, and of the 
demands of the moral law on the same, might be drawn a doctrine, 
teaching that man needed no Redeemer. But it is with no good rea
son the doctrine has, therefore, been ascribed to Hieracas, that Christ 
was merely the author of a perfect system of morals, and not the Re
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deemer of mankind. A zealous Montanist might have said nearly the 
same as Hieracas has done. Indeed, the traces of these erroneous ethi
cal and anthropological notions may be found elsewhere, in the same 
period, particularly among the Alexandrians. 

He endeavored to prove, by texts wrested out of their proper con
nection, ill the seventh chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
that Paul had permitted marriage only out of respect to human infirm
ity, and only for the sake of avoiding, in the case of the weak, a still 
greater evil. In the parable of the virgins, Matth. 25, he neglected 
the rule requiring that, in a comparison, we should not give weight to 
each individual circumstance, but only to the particular point to be 
illustrated; and, from the fact that none but virgins are here men
tioned, drew the conclusion, that none but unmarried persons could have 
any portion in the kingdom of heaven. In the application of the pas
sage, " Without holiness no man can see the Lord," Heb. 12: 14, he 
proceeded on his own principle, that the essence of holiness consists in 
a life of celibacy. . 

As Hieracas himself allows that Paul permitted marriage to the 
weak, it follows from this, that he by no means condemned uncondi
tionally married Christians, and excluded them from the number of the 
faithful. It may have been, perhaps, that too hasty conclusions were 
drawn from some of his extravagant assertions in recommending the 
unmarried life. Or, when he said that none but those living in celi
bacy could enter into the,kingdom of heaven, he must have understood 
by the kingdom of heaven, not the state of blessedness generally, but 
only the highest degree of that blessedness; a dogmatic use of language 
peculiar to himself, as seems probable from what we are about to 
remark. 

In consequence of his ascetic bent, Hieracas was accustomed to 
dwell with great earnestneRS on the position, that every man must earn, 
by his own moral conflict, his own ascetic efforts, a portion in the king
dom of heaven. This circumstance, of his laying a peculiar stress on 
each one's own moral conflicts, was also entirely in accordance with the 
peculiar Alexandrian tendency. Inasmuch now as Hieracas assumed 
the position, that a participation in the kingdom of heaven can only be 
the reward of a conflict, and that he who has not fought, cannot obtain 
the crown; he inferred that children who die before they come to the 
years of understanding, do not enter into the kingdom of heaven. It 
can hardly be supposed, that by this he meant to pronounce on them 
an unconditional sentence of condemnation, but only that he excluded 
them from the highest grade of blessedness which results from com
munion with God, from the glorification of human nature by its union 
with the Godhead in Christ; for to the participation in this it was im
possible to attain, except by one's own moral efforts, and by doing more 
than the law demands. He assumed a middle condition for these chil
dren - an hypothesis which Pelagius and many of the Oriental~ after
wards adopted with regard to unbaptised children. If Hleracas 
asserted this of all children, including those who had been baptized, it 
follows, that he denied the connection of any supernatural influence 
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with infant baptism. Perhaps, on this principle, he combated infant 
baptism itself, and represented it as a practice of more recent origin, 
at variance with the end of baptism, and with the essential character 
()f Christianity. The remarks which we have here made tend to con
firm also what was just before observed, that Hieracas by no means 
honored Christ merely as a moral Teacher. It is clearly evident, 011 the 
contrary, that he recognized him as one who had glorified human 
nature, and acquired for it that highest grade of blessedness, to which 
men could not have attained by their own powers. 

From the position assumed by the later church orthodoxy, the charge 
was brought against Hieracas of entertaining certain errors in regard 
to the doctrine of the Trinity. He is said to have employed the fol
lowing comparison: "The Son of God emanates from the Father, as 
()ne lamp is kindled from another, or as one torch is divided into two." 1 

Comparisons of this sort, drawn from sensible objects, were at variance, 
we admit, with the spiritual tendency of Origen; but the older church
teachers, such as Justin and Tatian, had certainly been partial to them. 
He affirmed again, that under the type of Melchisedec is represented 
the Holy Spirit, since the latter is designated, Rom.8: 26, as an inter
cessor for men, consequently as a priest. He represents the image of 
the Son, being subordinate, indeed, to the Son but bearing the nearest 
resemblance to him of all beings; - a notion altogether conformed to 
Origen's theory of subordination, which long continued to maintain its 
place in the Eastern church.2 

From Palestine the influence of Origen was extended, by means of 
his friends and disciples, even to Cappadocia and to Pontus, as the three 
great church-teachers of Cappadocia in the fourth century still .testify. 
Here it is proper to mention particularly his great disciple Gregory, 
to whom the admiration of the Christians gave the surname of W onder
worker (eavfLaTovpyo~.) His original name was Theodorus. He was 
descended from a noble and wealthy family of N eocresarea in Pontus. 
His father, a devoted Pagan, educated him in Heathenism. At the age 
of fourteen, however, he lost his father, and then first he was gained to 
Christianity; affording another illustration of the fact, that it was often 
through children and women the gospel first found its way into fami
lies. He was acquainted with Christianity, however, as yet only 
through the oral teaching of others, being himself still ignorant of the 
scriptures. The religious interest was with him as yet but a subordi
nate one, the strife after a splendid career in the world seeming to him 
vastly more important. His mother exerted herself to the utmost t() 
have him taught _everything which, under the existing circumstances, 

1 fOr AVXVOV urro AVXVOV, '" cjr A6praoa el~ has shown him the Son of God, sitting at 
dvo. Arius ad Alexandr. apud Epiphan. the rjO'ht hand of God, IJ uyarrTJTO~, Isaiah 
hreres. 69, § 7. Athanas. T. I. P. II. 68. asks: Kat Tk to'TtV IJ uUor, 0 0fLO~ abTr;>, 

2 He appeals also to a passage in an t; Upl0'1epc.JV tA~cJv j Kat el7re' aV YlVtJO'Kel~1 
apocryphal writing of some importance on TOVr' tan 1'0 aywv 7rveVfLa TO AaMVV tv 0'0' 
account of its bearing on the history of the KaL tv 1'oi~ 1l"potp~Talf. Kat 1JV, t/>TJa£, 0fLO,()11 

oldest doctrines, - the uvafJaTtKOV ~HO'atov, 1'r;> aya1l"TJTr;>. This passage is found in the 
i. c. the account of Isaiah's ascension to the writing no\v published entire, after the old 
several regions of heaven, nnd of what he Ethiopic translation, by R. Lawrence, Oxo
there saw. After the angel attendant of Isaiah nire, 1819; p. 58, 59, v. 32-36. 

http:Upl0'1epc.JV
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could contribute to the successful prosecution of his aims.' He received, . 
therefore, a good rhetorical education, in order to place him on the step 
of preferment as a rhetorician or an advocate; and he learnt, moreover, 
the language of the established government and laws, - the Latin. His 
teacher in the Latin language pointed out to him how very necessary 
to the attainment of his end was the knowledge of the Roman law. He 
commenced the study of this, and had already laid his plans to visit 
Rome, for the purpose of improving his knowledge of the Roman juris
prudence. But Providence had chosen him to be an instrument for 
higher ends; and, without dreaming of it or willing it, as he observes 
himself, in describing the remarkable vicissitudes of his life, he was to 
be formed for those higher purposes. 

His sister's husband, who was legal adviser to the Prrefect of Pales
tine, had been called by the duties of his office to Cresarea. He had 
left his wife behind at N eocresarea; and now she was sent for to follow 
him. His brother-in-law, the young Theodorus, was requested to attend 
her on the journey; and it was intimated, that he could thus most 
easily prosecute his plan of studying the Roman jurisprudence at the 
celebrated school of Roman law, not far distant from Cresarea, at Bery
tus in Phoonicia. . Theodorus accepted the invitation; but this journey 
had a different result from what he had anticipated. At Cresarea he 
became acquainted with Origen: the latter soon observed the talents 
of the young man, and sought to direct them to a higher end than that 
which he then contemplated. Attracted, in spite of himself, by this 
great teacher, he forgot Rome, Berytus, and the study of law. To 
awaken in him the activity of his own mind, a free, unprejudiced spirit 
of inquiry, was, as Theodore himself describes it in his farewell dis
course, the principal endeavor of Origen. After having made him 
search for the scattered rays of truth in the systems of the Greek phi
losophy, he showed him what revelation furnishes of a higher order: he 
led him to the study of the sacred scriptures, and expounded to him 
their meaning. Theodore says of Origen's exposition of scripture: "It 
is my firm belief that he was able so to discourse only by communion 
with the divine Spirit; for to be a prophet and to understand prophets 
requires the same power. And no man can understand the prophets, 
on whom the Spirit himself, from whom the prophecies came, has not 
best()wed the power of understanding his own language. This man had 
received from God that greatest of gifts, to be to men an interpreter of 
the words of God; to understand God's word, as God speaks it, and 
to announce it to men, as men can understand it." 1 

After he had spent eight year8 with Origen at Cresarea, where proba
bly he also received baptism and adopted the name Gregori-us, he 
returned to his native land. With deep sorrow he took leave of the 
teacher to whom his whole soul was affectionately bound. He com
pared the tie that united them, with the bond of friendship between 
David and Jonathan. To Oricren, and to the Providence which, without 
his own knowledge or will, hatconducted him to such a friend, he testi

1 Panegyric. in Orig. c. 15. 
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fied his thanks in the parting address, in which he describes the provi
dential events of his own life, and Origen's method of instruction and 
training.! ' 

In tearing himself with pain from the society of his beloved teacher, 
and from those sacred studies which had so long been his exclusive 
occupation, to engage with sorrowful heart in employment of an entirely 
different kind, which he must devote himself to in his native city, he 
exclaims: "But why grieve at this '? We have, verily, a Saviour for 
all, even for those that are half dead and fallen among thieves - one 
who cares for all, is the Physician of aU, the watchful Keeper of all 
men. 'Ve have also within us that seed which 'loe have been made con
8cioU8 by thy means, (Origen,) that we bear within us; and the seed 
which we have received from thee, those glorious doctrines. Having 
these seeds, we part, with tears indeed, for we are leaving thee, but yet 
taking these seeds with us. Perhaps the heavenly Keeper will accom
pany us and deliver us; but perhaps we shall return to thee, ~hd from 
the seed bring with us also the fruits and the sheaves; and if none are 
ripe, (for how could that be?) yet may they be such as can thrive 
amidst the thorns of civil employments." And then, addressing him
self directly to Origen, he proceeds: "But do thou, beloved head, 
stand up and dismiss us with thy prayer. As thou hast guided us 2 all 
the long time we have been with thee, by thy holy doctrines, to salva
tion; so now, when we are to leave thee, guide us to salvation by thy 
prayers. Give us over and commend us, or rather give us back, to that 
God who conducted us to thee. Thanks to him for what he has hith
erto done for us; but do thou implore him also, that he would guide us 
in the future, that he would inspire our minds with his precepts, that 
he would imbue us with the fear of God, and make this our most whole
some discipline. For we shall not be able, far away, to obey him with 
the. freedom with which we could obey him, so long as we were with 
thee. Pray him, that, to console us in our separation from thee, he 
would send with us a good angel to lead us. But pray to him also, 
that he would once more bring us back to thee; for the assurance only 
of this would be our greatest consolation." 

After his removal, Origen still retained him in affectionate remem
brance. We have preserved to us a letter which he wrote him, full of 
paternal love.3 In this he assures him, that his distinguished talents 
fitt~d him for the station either of an able teacher of the Roman law, 
or of an eminent instructer of one of the famous philosophical schools; 
but it was his wish, that Gregory would make Christianity his single 

~ 1 This discourse we have followed, as the 
source chiefly to be relied on for the history 
of the early life and education of Gregory. 
The narratives of Gregory of Nyssa, in his 
biography of this Gregory, openly contradict 
the autobiography of the latter; and, as 
Gregory of Nyssa set out with rhetorical 
flourishes what he had taken from incredible 
or inaccurate stories, it were a fruitless labor 
to uudertake to reconcile the two contradic
tory accounts with each other. The Pane· 

gyric of Gregory may be found in the fourth 
vol. of the edition of Origen's works by de 
la Rue, and in the third vol. of the Biblio
theca Patrum of Galland. 

2 He speaks here in the plural, probably 
because he has in mind also his brother 
Athenodorus, who had come in compsny 
with him to Origon, and afterwards became 
bishop of a church in Pontus. Vide Euseb. 
1. IV. C. 30. 

8 Philoca1. c. 13. 
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aim, and employ his talents only as a means to this one great object. 
Following out his own principles, above exhibited, respecting the rela
tion of the sciences, and particularly of-philosophy, to Christianity, he 
goes on to advise him to make himself master of everything in the 
general circle of the sciences and in philosophy, which he could apply 
to any use in behalf of Christianity. By a variety of beautiful allegoric 
expositions of the narratives of the Old Testament, he endeavors to set 
clearly before him the duty of making ~verything subservient to the 
divine calling, and of sanctifying every other interest by referring it to 
this; instead of forgetting, as was frequently done, the divine calling 
itself in the crowd of foreign matters, or profaning it by letting it be
come mixed up and confounded with them. He then addresses him as 
follows: "Study, then, my son, before all things else, the sacred scrip
tures; but let it be to thee an earnest study; for it needs a very ear
nest study of the scriptures, that we may not express anything, or judge 
anything, too rashly respecting their sacred contents. And if .thou 
studiest the holy scriptures with a believing temper of mind, well pleas
ing to God,l then wherever anything in them seems shut up from thee, 
knock, and it shall be opened to thee by the porter, of whom Jesus 
.speaks in John 10: 3, To him the porter openeth. Search, with un
wavering faith in God, after the sense of the sacred word, which is hid
den from the great mass of readers. Let it not suffice thee, however, 
merely to knock and to seek; for prayer also is especially necessary to 
the understanding of divine things; in exhorting us to which, the 
Saviour has 'said not only: Knock, and it shall be opened unto you, and 
seek, and ye shall find; but also ask, and it shall be given you." 

Gregory answered the hopes of his great teacher. In his native city, 
of which he became bishop, there were at first but seventeen Christians. 
Through his instrumentality,. the majority of its inhabitants were con
verted, and Christianity became widely diffused in Pontus. It is to be 
lamented, that we have no exhibition of the labors of this remarkable 
man, more accurate and more worthy of credit than the legendary 
account of his life, set forth with so much of rhetorical ornament, which 
Gregory of Nyssa wrote a century afterwards. Perhaps, in following 
out those principles of the Alexandrian school which permitted and 
inculcated the practice of descending to the weakness of the multitude 
and held to a progressive . course of religious education, he was in the 
habit of yielding too much, in order to increase the number of his 
heathen converts; perhaps he conceived, that, if they were but once 
introduced into the Christian church, the spirit of the gospel, and the 
continued labors of their teacher, would gradually conduct them onward 
to a more enlightened Christianity. Having observed that many of 
the common people remained bound to the religion of their fathers by 
their love for the ancient sports connected with Paganism, he deter-

I 

1 The Greek word 7rpo'All1fJtr hardly admits be fulZ'I persuaded bcforchand, th~t the s~c:cd 
of being well rendercd in the prescnt case. word is pervaded throughout With a dIVme 
Neither "prejudice" nor "prcjudgment" spirit, and not allow himself to be cmba~. 
would answer here. "Presupposition" would rassed at particular pas~!\gcs, 'Yhcre the dI
come nearer to the sense. Origen means to vine meaning does not unmedUltely appear. 
say, that the reader of the rcriptures should 
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mined to provide the new converts with a substitute for these. After 
the Decian persecution, under which numbers in this country had died 
as martyrs, he instituted a general festival in honor of the martyrs, and 
permitted the rude multitude to celebrate it with banquets similar to 
those which accompanied the pagan funerals (Parentalia) and other 
heathen festivals. He imagined that, in this way, one main obstacle 
to the conversion of the heathen would fall away, and, if they once 
became members of the Christian church, they would, by degrees, of 
their own accord, after their minds had become enlightened and spirit
ualized by Christianity, bid farewell to those sensual pleasures.I But 
he did not seem to consider what intermingling of Pagan and Christian 
notions and customs might result from this loose accommodation, - an 
issue which was afterwards realized, - nor how difficult it would be for 
Christianity to penetrate directly into the life, when, from the very first, 
it had become adulterated by such an alloy.2 

'Ne have from Gregory a simple and clearly written Paraphrase of 
Ecclesiastes., A confession of faith on the doctrine of the Trinity, 
which he is affirmed to have written by special revelation, was appealed 
to in the fourth century in opposition to the Arians. In attestation of 
its authenticity, it was said that it remained in his own hand-writing, 
preserved in the church of N eocresarea. But although the first part 
of this confession, in which the peculiar doctrines of Origen are dis
tinctly to be recognized, might prove genuine; yet the second part is 
manifestly a later addition, inasmuch as it contains distinctions wholly 
unknown to the school of Origen, and which arose first out of the con
troversy with the AriansJ in the fourth century. 

Among the violent opponents of the school of Origen, we have 
already mentioned in another place, Methodius, - first, bishop of 
Olympus in Lycia; afterwards, of Tyre, - a martyr in the persecution 
of Diocletian. Yet he seems not to have always stood in the same re
lation to this school. Eusebius of Cresarea, in continuation of the 
Apology of Pamphilus in behalf of ~ Origen, . affirms that Methodius 
contradicted his own earlier remarks, which had been in praise of Ori
gen.a The ecclesiastical historian Socrates asserts, on the other hand,4 
that Methodius had first declared himself against Origen, and after
wards, in his dialogue called Eevc,JV, retracted his censures, and expressed 
his admiration of the man. There must be some truth lying at the 
bottom of these two accounts. Eusebius and Socrates derived their 
impressions from what lVlethodius "himself had declared in his own writ
ings. But it seems not improbable, that these two authors determined 

1 Vita Gregor. c. 27. and even to rob their own countr~men. 
2 The canonical letter which we have from This letter furnishes, at the same time, evi

this Gregory, shows perhaps, that, in the dence ·of Gregory's wakeful zeal for the 
conversion of large bodies of the people, morals of his people. 
there may ha"e been a great deal which was S Apud Hieronym. lib. I. ndv. Rufin. 
barely outward and in appearance j for it Hieronym. opp. ed. Martinnay, T. IV. fol. 
relates to a class of persons who took ad 359: Quomodo ansus est Methodins nunc 
vantage of the confusion occasioned by the contra Origenem scribere, qui hree et hree 
devastation committed by the Goths in the de Origenis loqnutus est dogmatibus '! 
country around Pontus, to make the public 4 Lib. IV. c. 13. 
misfortunes a source of profit to themselves, 
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the chronological order of these writings, not by any historical data but 
each according to his own private conjectures; and in matters of'this 
kind the ,ancients were very far from being accurate. Methodius in 
his Symposium, which we shall presently notice, appears to be byno 
means a stickler for the letter of the church doctrine. On the contrary, 
the work betrays a leaning to Theosophy, a fondness for the allegorical 
mode of interpretation; it contains much, therefore, indicating the same 
general direction of'mind as we find in Origen; indeed, expressions 
occur which at least favor the doctrine of the soul's preexistence.1 :But 
it also contains much which is directly at variance with the doctrines of 
Origen; -for instance, a decided leaning to Chiliasm.2 It may safely 
,be conjectured, therefore, that Methodius, who was 'no systematic 
thinker, was in the first place drawn by many of the views and writings 
of Origen, which flattered his favorite opinions and pleased his taste; 
which only prepared him, however, to be the more strongly repelled by 
that in the system of Origen which went counter to his own intellectual 
bent and his own dogmatic principles. 
, The most important and authentic of the writings which remain of 
this Methodius is his Banquet of the Ten Virgins, in eleven conversa
tions, containing a eulogy, oftentimes exaggerated, of the unmarried 
life.. 

The treatise which we have under the name of Methodius, on free
will, (rrEp2 airrE~ova[ov,) seems to belong rather to the Christian church
teacher Maximus, who lived under the reign of Septimus Severns,s 
than to Methodius.4 It is an attack on the Gnostic Dualism. 

One who srood up for Origen against those that accused him of being 
a heretic was the presbyter Pamphilus of Cresarea, in Palestine, a man 
distinguished for his zeal in the cause 9f piety and science. He found
ed at Cresarea an ecclesiastical library, which contributed in no small 
degree to the furtherance of scientirlc studies even in the fourth cen
tury. Every friend of science, !md in particular every one who was 
disposed to engage in a thorough study of the :Bible, found in him all 
possible encouragement and support. He exerted himself to multiply,6 
to disseminate, and to correct the copies of the :Bible. Many of these 
copies he distributed as fresents; sometimes to women, whom he saw 
much occupied in reading the scriptures.6 He founded a theologicaZ 
8chool,7 in which the study of the sacred writings was made a special ob
ject of attention.s From this school probably proceeded the learned Eu
sebius, who owed everything.to Pamphilus, and looked up to him as his 

359, vol. IV.: Quis stndiosorum amicus non 
2 Orat. IX. § 5. 
1 Orat. II. Theophil. § 5. 

fnit Pamphili 1 Si qnos videbat ad victum 
8 Euseh.lib. V. c. 27. Hieronym~ de vir. nccessariis indigere, prrebebat large, qum 

illustr. c. 47. This Maximus can hardly be poterat. Scripturas quoque sanctas non ad 
identical with the bishop of Jerusalem, of lcgcndum tantum, sed et ad habend.n~ 
the same name. Euseb.I. V. c. 12. tribnebat promptissime: Nee ~ol~m ".ms, 

4 See, on this point, my genetic develop sed et fcminis, quas vidlsset IcctlODl dedltas. 
ment of the Gnostic system, p. 206. Unde ct multos codices prroparabat, ut, quum 

6 Vld. Montfllucon catalog. Mss. biblioth. necessitas poposcisset, \"o)entiblls ~argiretnr. 
Coislinian. f. 261.· . '1 Euseb. lib. VII. e. 32: C1VvEt1T7)aaTo dta

6 Eusebius says of him, in the account of TPl(3~v. 
his life, Hieronym. adv. Rutin. lib. I. f. 358, 8 Euscb. de martyrib. Palestinre, c. 4. 
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paternal friend. Pamphilus communi.ca.ted t~ his scholars his own.rever
encefor Origen, as the promoter of ChrIstian SCIence, and exerted hImself 
to counteract the narrow spirit that proceeded from those who accused 
Origen of being a heretic. As the ignorant zeal of these people~Pam
phllus says, went to such an extreme, that on everyone who dId but 
occupy himself with t~e writings of ~rigen, .th~y fo~thwith pronounc~d 
sentence of condemnatIOn, - Pamphllus, while ill prISon under the Dl<r 
clesian persecution, in the year 309,1 wrote a work in Origen's defence; 
conjointly with his disciple Eusebius; 2 which defence was addressed to 
the confessors who had been condemned to the mines. After the mar
tyrdom of Pamphilus, Ensebius added to the five books of the unfin
ished work a supplementary sixth book. The first book of this Apology 
we still possess, in the arbitrary version of Rufinus, with the exception 
ot a few fragments of the Greek.3 

The example of this Pamphilus shows us how the comprehensive 
tnind of Origen, which grasped and united together so many different 
pursuits, gave birth not only to the spirit of dogmatic speculation, but 
also to the thorough study of the Bible and the careful investigation 
of the letter of the scriptures, however much this may seem irrecon
cilable with his allegorizing licentiousness. Another example of the 
same kind probably is that of the Egyptian bishop Hesychius, who pre
pared a new emended, revision of the text of the Alexandrian version, 
which became the current one in Egypt.4 He likewise suffered mar
tyrdom under the Dioclesian persecution, in the year 310 or 311.5 
Finally, it was alSo. owing in part perhaps to the influence of Origen, 
that a new and peculiar school of theology sprung up at Antioch, which 
first arrived at its full development in the course of the fourth century, 
whence· the science of hermeneutics and exegesis received a healthy 
direction between the extremes of the grossly literal and arbitrary alle
gorical methods of scriptural interpretation. Learned presbyters, at
tached to the church of Antioch, who Ulok a special interest in the study 
ot biblical interpretation, may be regarded as the progenitors of this 
school; particularly Dorotheus and Lucian, of whom the latter died as 
a martyr, in the beginning of the year 312, under the Dioclesian 
persecution.6 

lOne illustmtion or the influence which 
Pltt'nphilus had over those who lived near 
him, is furnished by his slave Porphvrius, 
a young man of eighteen years, whom he 
had educated with a father's love, and in 
promoting whose religious and intellectual 
culture he had sparcd no pains. To this 
young man he had imparted a glowing love 
for the Rcdeemer. When Porphyry heard 
the sentence of death pronounced on his 
beloved master, he requested that he miO'ht 
be allowed the privilege, after the execution 
of the sentence, ofpaying him the last tribute 
of affection by committing his body to the 
grave. This request at once excited the 
anger of the fanatical prrefect. And, as he 
steadfastly confessed that he was a Christian, 
and refused to offer, he was Bubjected to the 

most croel torture, and finally, after having 
been dreadfully lacerated, was conducted to 
the stake. All this he bore with the utmost 
constancy; only exclaiming once, when the 
fire reached him, - "Jesus, Son of God, 
help me." Euseb. de martyrib. Palrest. 
c. 11, f. 388. 

2 The charge of the passionate Jerome, 
that Rutinus had falsely ascribed such a 
work to Pamphilus, deserves no credit. 

S The loss of the Life of Pamphilus, by 
Ensebius, is much to be regretted. 

4 Hieronym. adv. Rutin. lib. II. £ 425. 
6 Euseb. hist. eccles. lib. VIII. c. 13, f. 308. 
1\ Lucian prepared a new revision of the 

corrected text of the Alexandrian version, 
and probably also. of the New Testament. 
The codices written after this revision were 
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Thus the historical development of doctrine in this period terminates 
with the conflict of opposite tendencies, which, in order that Christianity 
might not be maimed and crippled by partial human views, and in order 
that it might be preserved as that which is destined to overcome and 
reconcile all human antagonisms, should act as a counterpoise to each 
other. And as this process of development and purification is trans
mitted from one generation to another, so the conclusion of this first 
great stadium contains in it the foretoken and presage of all the suc
ceeding periods, which, by struggles and victories ever renewed, are to 
prepare the way for the last great struggle and the final victory which 
is to make an end of all strife. 

called MvtctaVfia. Hicronym. de vir. illustr. account which has been left by Alexander, 
c. 77, adv. Rufin. lib. II. f. 425, vol. IV. bishop of Alexandria, since that account is 
What we are to believe concerning the liable to the suspicion of being colored by a 
earlier relation in which Lucian stood to polemical interest. Theodoret. hist. eccles. 
Paul of Samosata, is a point which cannot lib. I. c. 4. 
be determined, with any certainty, from the 
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baptism, 322. Origen, 707. 

Flora, letter of Ptolemy to, 437. 

Florinus, 680. 

Fortunatianus, the Martyr, 152. 

Fortunatlls, 235. 

Frumelltius, 83. 


G. 
Galerius, Caius Maximianus, Cresar, 145. 
GalIienus, Cresar, 136. 
Gallus, Cresar, 136. 
Germany, diffusion of Christianity in, 84. 
Gnosis, 360--395. Influence of, on church 

doctrine,47. Alexandrian, 530-554. 
Gnosticism. See Gnostics. 
Gnostics, 366-478. 
Gnostie sYstems. See Gnostics. 
Gnostic ,vorship, 476-478. 
Goetre, 71, 73. 
God. Doctrine ronC'ernin,!!", 057-564. See 

Clement-Tertullian-Origen--Theophi
Ins of Antioch - Marcion - IreDl~us 
No"atian - Alexandrian school- Crea
tion - Trinity - Holy Spirit. 

rpUflflara 	TE'tV1T'{,}p1va. See EpistoIre for
matre. 

GrcO'orvof Nazianzen on the Apostle Tho· 
~as,-82. 
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Gregory of Nyssa. on Gregory Thaumatur
gus, 718. 

Gregory Thaumaturgus, 287. His life, 716 
-720. 

Gregory of To~ 84. 

H. 

Hadrian, 101. 
Ham, the Patriarch, 408. 
Bands, imposition or, 316. See Confirma

tion. 
Hegemonius, 485. 
Hegesippus, 675, 676. 
Heliogabulus, 125. 
Heraclas, disciple of Origen, 700, 712. 
Heracleon, the Gnostic, 434--436. 
Heraclian, hishop of Chalcedon, 485. 
Herculius Maximinianus, Cresar, 147. 
Heretics, baptism of, 317. See the articles 

Baptism - Cyprian - Tertullian - Ste
phanus - Dionysius of Alexandria. 

Hermas, 278, 646, 660. 
Hermes, Trismegistus, 176. 
Hermas, Apologist, 673. 
Hermogenes. Doctrine of creation, 565

568. Anthropology, 616. See Tertulli
an - Creation - Theodoretus. 

Hesychius, 722. 
Hexapla. See Origen. 
Hieracas. Egyptian ascetic, 713. 
Hierocles against Christianity, 145, 173. 
Hilarianus, the Martyr, 152. 
Hilarins, 506. 
Hippolvtus, celebration or the sabbath, 297. 

Celebration of the Lord's supper, 333. 
Noetus,584. Life and writings, 681-683. 

Hormisdas, king of Persia, 488. 
Hystaspes, interpolated writings, 176. 

I. 
Ialdabaoth. See Ophites. 
Iconium, council of, 318. 
Idealism. See the article Alexandrians. 
Ignatius of Antioch. To Polycarp, 269. 

Festival of Sunday, 295. Docetism, 631. 
Lord's supper, 647. His letters, 661. 

Images, usc of images, 293. 
India, spread of Christianity in, 81. 
Infants. communion of, 333, 648. 
Infant baptism, 311-315. See the articles 

Cyprian - Irenreus - Tertullian - Ste
phanus - Dionysius of Alexandria. 

Inspiration, 356, 5ll. 
Irenreus. Miraculous cure!'!, 74. Christianity 

in Germany,84. Persecutions, 119. Pres
byters - bishops, 192. Ecclesia apostol
iea at Rome, 204. Conception of the 
church, 209. Dispute about the passover, 
213, 300. Gladiatorial shows,263. Phi· 
losopher's cloak, 275. Places of assembly 
of the Chl;stians, 290. Christ as arche
type, 311. Oblation, 331. Ebionites, 344, 
601. Doctrine of accommodation among 
the Gnostics, 388. Cerinthus, 396. Satur
nin, 455. Tatian, 456. Prodicians, 452. 

INDEX. 

Nicolaitans, 452. Intermediate position 
of Irenreus, 508. Montanistic proceed
ings, 524. I{nowledgeofGod,560. Cre
ation, 528. Soul of Christ, 634. Re
demption,647. Faith and law, 645. Bap
tism,646. Lord's supper, 647. Chiliasm, 
651. Life and writings, 677-681. 

Isidorus, son of Basilides, 400,408,415. 

J. 

Jacob, ava{3arJp.Ot of, 352. 
Jamblichus, the Neo-Platonician, 173. 
John the Apostle, 191,212,237,342. 

" Disciples of, 376, 447. 
Josephus on false prophets, 38. Sadducees, 

42. Pharisees, 42. Essenes, 43. 
Jews, religious condition of the, 35. 
Jewish Christians - two classes, 341. 
Jewish theology, 39-62. ' 
.Jewish sects, 39-49. 
Jewish proselytes, 67. 
Jewish Goetoo, 67. 
Judaism, in relation to Christianity, 62. 
Judas of Gamala, 37. 
.Judas, gospel of, 443. 
Julia Mammres, 125. 
Julian in Cresarea, 707. 
Julius Africanus,709. 
Justin Martyr. Infidelity of the philoso

phers,9. Jewish deniers of angels, 42. 
Prose\ltes, 67. Miraculous cures, 74. 
Christian patience, 76. Extension of 
Christianity 129. Defects of Christians, 
254. Magistrates, 259. Divine worship, 
303. Form of baptism, 310. Celebra
tion of the Lord's supper, 332. Baptism 
and the supper, 328. Two classes of 
Jewish Christians, 341. Doctrine of the 
Logos, 585. Christ's humanity, 635 .. Sata 

isfaction, 642. Sacmment of the supper, 
647. Chiliasm, 651. Life and writings, 
661-671. 

K. 

Kavovt~ ci1roa1oNKol, 660. 

K~pvYfJll cbroaTONKOV, 306. 

KAijpo~, "Allpucoi, 195. 


L. 
Lactantius on the Holy Spirit, 608. 
Laity, resistance of, to the catholic idea of 

the priesthood, 196. Participation in tho 
choice of church officers, 199. 

Lapsi, controversies respecting their l'estom
tion to the fellowship of the church, 226. 
Synods on their account, 234. 

Lectores, 201. 
Legio fulminea, 115. 
Leonides, father of Origen, 693, 695. 
Libellatiei, 132. See the article Church 

divisions. 
Libelli paeis, 229. 
Literre formatro, 205. 
Logos, doctrine of the. See doctrine of the 

Trinity. 

http:ava{3arJp.Ot
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Lord's st.tpper, views concerning the, 828. 
Doctnne of the, 646. See the articles 
Agapre-Justin- Irenreus-Tertullian
C,prian - Epiphanius -Ignatius. 

Luclanus, fouuder of the Antiochian school 
722. ' 

Lucian, the Confessor, 230. 
Luc~an, prrepositus cubiculariorum, 143. 
LucIan, the opponent of Christianity, 8, 

157. 
Lucius, bishop of Rome, 136. 
Lucius, the British king, 85. 
Lugdunum, persecution at, 112. 
Lucan. See Marcionites. 
Lucretius, 8. 

M. 
Magusreans, 489. 
Macrianus, 140. 
Malchion, Presbyter, 605. 
Mandreans, 376. 
Mani, 478-488. See Manichreism. 
Manichreans,478-486. 
Manichreism, 478-506. 
Marcellus the Centurian, a martyr, 147. 
Msrcion, form of baptism, 310. Missa fide

lium,328. Marcion and his doctrine, 458 
-~76: Doctrine concerning God, 559. 

MarcJOmtes, 473. 

Marcionitism, opposed to the Clementines 


395. ' 
Marcosians,476. 
Marcus, the Gnostic, 440. 
Marcus, the Marcionite, 474. 
Marcus, presiding officer of the church at 

lElia, 344. 
Marcus Aurelius, emperor, 104. 
Marius, the Martyr, 140. 
Mark, the Evangelist, 83. 
Martialis, Spanish bishop, 216. 
Martyrs, feast of the, 334. 
Maximianus Herculius, 142. 
Maximilianus, the Martyr, 146. 
Maximilla, the Prophetess" 514. 
Maximinus. the Thracian, 126. 
Maximus. Church teacher, 721. 
Melito of Sardis, 101, 164. 
Menander, 454. 
Mensurius, bishop of Carthage, 150. 
Messiah, idea of among the Jews, 37. 
Methodius of Tyre, again:::t Origen's doctrine 

of the creation, 569. His writings, 720. 
Metropolitans, 203. 
Miltiades against the Montanists, 519. 

Minucius Felix, 11, 690. 

Minucius Fundanus, Proconsul, 101. 

Missa catechumenorum, missa fidelium, 478. 
Monarchians. 575-583, 591-606. 
Montanism, 50~537. Anthropology, 614. 

Positiou of the church to Montanisni, 525 
-527. 

Montanists, public speaking of women, 182. 
Resistance of the evangelical spirit to 
them, 280, 294. See Montanism. 

Montanus. 	 His importance as the founder 
ofa seCt, 509. His education, 513. OJ) 
martyrdom, 521. Pepuza, 525. 

N. 
N atalis, the Theodotian, confessor, 580. 
Nature, doctrine of human. See Anthro

pology. 
Nazareans, 349. See articles Paul-Sects. 
Nepos, Egyptian bishop, Chitiast, 652. 
Nero, persecution under, 94. 
Nerva, 96. 
Nicolaitans, 452. 
Nicolaus, pretended founder of a sect 452. 
Nicomedia, meeting of Dioclesian a~d Gale

rius at, 147. 
Noetus, Patripassianist, 584. 
North-Afdcan church, its theological devel

opment,683-689. See articles CarthaO'c 
-Tertullian-Cyprian--Amobius-Co~
modianus - Church theology - Church 
divisions - Persecutions. 

Novatian, 237-248. Thco}ogy,560. Against 
the Artcmonites, 581. 

Novatus,cxciter of the Cartha~inian schism 
224. Participation in the Roman, 241. ' 

Numidicus, confcssor, 133. 

O. 
Oblationes. See Lord's supper. 
Ophites, 442-446. 
Oracles, Plutarch's defence of the, 28. Por

phyry's views of them, 171. 
Origen on psychologica~ phenomena, 74. 

On the preaching of Christianity in the 
country, 79. Labors of Origen in Arabia 
81. Correspondence with Julia Mam~ 
mrea, 125. Situation of the Christians 
under Philip the Arabian, 127. On the 
persecutions,128. Celsns,161. On hu
mility~ 167. Ordination of Origen in 
Palestme, 197. Baptism, 253. The miIi
!Rry profession, 272. Prayer, 283. Prayer 
~n the study of the Scriptures, 287. Spir
Itual worship of God, 289. Catechumens 
305. Infan! baptism, 314. Ebionites' 
345. Gnostic interpretation of the Bible' 
38~. Ophites, 446.. Simon Magus, 454: 
Ongen, as 1\ catechIst, 520. Isaiah 530. 
~nosis . and Pistis, 544-550. Prin~iples 
In relatIOn t~ ~he holy scriptures, 552
5~7. The d~vme attributes, 563. Doc
tnne of creatIOn, 568-570. Doctrine of 
the Logo~, 587-592. Anthropolo'l'y 620 
-630. Christ's servant-form, 633~ 'Hu
manity of Christ, 635. The human soul 
of Christ, 636-640. Rcdempth·c activity 
643. Doctrine of the sacraments 648: 
Re'surrection, 655. I,ife and works of 
Orig-cn, 593-611. See the articles Le
onidas- Clement -Ammonius - Alex
~ndrian theolo!!y - Catechctical schools. 

Ongen, the Pagan, 699. 
Origen, school of. Ante-Origenistic party, 

711-722. Sec the articles Origen-Greg
ory Thnumntllrrrlls -Pamphilus. 

Ostiarii. See evpt.Jpol.. 

P. 
Pacianus of Barcelona, 246. 
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Palladius, 708. 
Pamphilus, Presbyter at Cresarea, 720. 
Pantrenus, Catechist, 81, 529, 691. 
Papias of Hierapolis, 650. 
TIapartoll'tt" a1l"oO'TOAtlCq, 306. 
Paraclete, 51!. 
Parch or, the Prophet, 408. 
Parsism. 369. See articles Gnosis - Gnos

tics - Gnostic system. 
TIap8€voL, 275. 
Passover, festival of, 298-299. 

Passover, controversies with regard to the, 


299. 
Paternus, the PI'oconsul, 137. 
Patripassians, 578, 583. 
Paul, the Apostle. Journey to Spain, 85. 

Universal priesthood, 180. Church disci
pline, 218. Observance of times, 294. 
Church singing, 304. Labors among gen
tile Christians, 342. Ebionitism, 349. 
The Nazareans concerning Paul, 349. 
Gnosis, 371. . 

Paul of Samosata, 142,309,602. See articles 
Monarchians - Logos - Malchion. 

Pausanius, defence of the mythes, 12. 
Peccata venalia, mortalia, 221. 
Pella, 344. 
Penitence and penance. See Church disci

pline. 
Pentecost, festival of, 300. 
Pepuza, a place in l~hrygia, 525. 
Pepuzians, 525. 
Perpetua, the Martyr, 123. 
Persecutions, 86-156. 
Persia, spread of Christianity in, 80. 
Pescennius Nigcr, 119. 
Peter, the Apostle, 2]3. See Cathedra Petri. 
Pharisees, 39. 
Phariseism, relation to Christianity, 63. 
Philemon, the Roman presbyter, 7i2. 
Philip, the Arabian, 126. 
Philip Qf Sida, the catechist, 673. 
Philo. His tendency, 52-60. The perpet

uity of the temple and the law, 65. The 
golden age of .Jerusalem, 85. 

Philostratus, the Rhetorician, 173. 
Philumene,475. 
Photius on Mani, 485. On Hippolytus, 

682. On Origen, 704, 711. 
Pierias, the Alexandrian, 713. 
Plato. View of Socrates, 18. His mo

notheism, 20. 
Platonism, 18. Relation to Christianity,

19,33. 
Pliny the elder. On the spirit of nature, 10. 

Essencs, 43. 
Pliny the younger. Governor of Bithynia 

a~d Pontus, 97..Report to Trajan, 97. 
Plotlllus, 31. Agamst the Gnostics, 390. 

Anthropology, 611. 
Plutarch. Against foreign religious cus

toms, 13. Superstition and infidelity, 13. 
Against epicureanism, 15. Relation of 
religions, 20. Hypocrisy of philosophers, 
21. Anthropology, 511. 


:Pne~matology. See Anthropology. 

P<llOltentes, 219. 


Polybius on Roman snperstition, 6. 
Polycarp of Smyrna, the Martyr, 109. Dis

pute about the passover, 299. Meeting 
with Marcion, 465~ Letter to the Philip
pians, 661. 

Polycrates of Ephesus, 298, 299. 
Ponticus, the Martyr. 114. 
Porphyry, 27. Defence of image worship, 

27. Oracles, 30. Against Christianity, 
170-173. On Origen, 699. 

Pothinus of Lyons, 112. 
Pre-existence, doctrine of, among tho Esse

nes, 50. Doctrine of, 624. 
Praxeas against the Montanists, 513, 525, 

583. 
TIpeO'{3vTepot, 184. 
Priesthood of all Christians, 180. See Ter

tullian. 
Priscilla, 514. On celibacy, 521. 
Prodicians, 451. 
Procopius, the Presbyter, 154. 
Proculus, 119. 
Proselytes of justice, of the gate, 67. 
Protoctetus, the friend of Origen, 706. 
Provincial synods, 206. See Church consti

tntion. 
Pseudo-Basilideans, 447. 
Ps('udo-Paulinists,342. 
Pseudo-Petrinists, 342. 
Ptolemreus, 437. 
Pupian, 236. 
Pythagoras, 173. 

Q. 
Quadrigesimal fast, 300. 
Quadratus, the Apologist, 101. 
Quintus, 109. 
Quintus, the African bishop, 319. 
Quirinu.o;, 685. 

R. 
Realist tendency. See the articles Poly

carp-Papias-Melito of Sardis-Ire
nrens - Tertnllian - Montanus. 

Recognitions, 358. 
Resurrection. See Eschatology. 
Revocatus, the Martyr, 123. 
Rhodon. See Marcionites. 
Rome, 203. See Cathedra Petri. 
Roman church. It character, 508. Rela

tion to the Monarchians, 581. Its scien
tific importance, 689. 

Rufinus, 306, 722. 
S. 

Sabbath, 295. 
Sabellius, 594-606. See the articles Mon

archians - Logos - Epiphanius -Atha
nasius. 

Sadducees, '40. 
Sadduceism, 63. 
Sacraments. Their meaning, 304. Doc

trine of the Alexandrians concerning the 
sacraments, 648. See Baptism and ~e 
Lord's supper. 

Saturnin of Toulouse, 84. 
Saturninus, 455. See the articles Gnostics 

- Irenreus - Epiphanius. 
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Saturnin us, the Martyr, 123. 

Saturninus, the Proconsul, 122. 

Scapula, the Proconsul, 122. 

Scepticism, 12. 

Schisms. See Church divisions. 

Scillita, persecution at, 564-570. 

Scythianus, 485. 

Secundulus, the Martyr, 123. 

Sects. See the particular. 

Seneca, 7. 

Serennius Granianus, the Proconsul, 101. 

Servianus, the Consul, 102. 

Seth, representative of the Pneumatici, 445. 

Sethians, 448. 


~:~:~~~s. } See EncratiteS. 
Severus Septimius, Emperor, 119. 

Severus, Alexauder, 125. 

Severus of Asmonina, 485. 

Simon of Cyrcne. See Pseudo-Basilideans 


and Carpocratians. 
Simon Magus, 395, 454. 
Simonians, 453. 
Simplicius against Mani, 490. 
Sixtus, bishop of Rome, 321. 
Slavery, 267. 
Smyrna, persecution at, 109. 
Socrates against the Sophists, 5 Testi

mony concerning the divine, 18. 
Socrates, the Church Historian, 720. 
Sophists, 5. 
Sozomen on the sermon, 303. 
Speratus, the Martyr, 122. 
Sponsors. See Baptism. 
Stationes, dies stationum, 296. 
Stephan us, bishop of Rome, 341. 
Stephanus, the Martyr, 341. 
Stoicism, 15-18. 
Strabo on superstition, 7. Craving after a 

simpler mode of worship, 9. 
Stromata. See Clement of Alexandria. 
Subdiaconi, 201. 
Subintroductre, 277. 
Sunday. See Sabbath. 
!.vv£laaICTol. See Subintroductre. 
Symbolum, 306. 
Symmachus, 708. 
Symphorian of Autun, the Martyr, 114. 
Synods. See Provincial Synods. 

T. 
Tacitus, 98. 

Tatian, the Gnostic, 456-458. Apologist, 


672,673. 
Terebinth, 48e.. 
Tertullian. Relation of Pagans to Christ

ianity, 72. Conversion by means of ex
traordirmry psychological phenomena, 75. 
Mutual love of the Christians, 76. Their 
courage, 77. Diffusion of Christianity, 77. 
Universal intelligibleness of Christianity, 
78. Diffusion of Christianity in Africa, 
84. On the participation of the Christ
ians in heathen festivals, 91. Tiberius' 
proposal to the senate, 93. Rescript of 
Trajan,100. Letter of Marcus Aurelius, 

INl>EX. 731 

1] 7. Extortion of money in the persecu
tions. 121. Favorable treatment of Chris
tians by magistrates, 12l. To Scapula, 
122. The testimony of the soul, 177. 
Presbyters and bishops, 192. Summus 
sacerdos, 195. Universal priestly right, 
196. Prelectors,201. Synods, 206. Ar
rogant claims of the Roman bishops, 214. 
Excommunication, 218. Penance, 219, 
220. Delay of baptism, 252. Deficien
cies of the church, 254. Mixed marriages, 
255, 282. Payment of their tribute by 
the Christians, 259. Fabrication of idols, 
262. Gladiatorial shows, 263. Spectacles, 
265. Pleasures of the Christians, 266. 
Christian freedom and equalit~·, 269. Civil 
offices, 270. Necessity of I aganism to 
the emperors, 272. Military profession, 
272. Life of Christians in the world, 273. 
Ascetics, 275. Hypocritical aseetism, 277. 
Christian marriage, 281. Female dress, 
282. Consecration of marriage, 284. 
Prayer, 286, 288. Worship not confined to 
place,289. Symbols of the Christians, 292. 
Jewish and Christian festivals, 294. Law 
of the Sabbath, 295. Fasting on the Sab
bath, 296. Controversy on the Sabbath, 
297. Infant baptism, 312. Baptism 
and confirmation, 317. Baptism of here
tics, 318. Agapre, 325. Catechumens 
and believers among the heretics, 328. 
The fourth petition, 332. Sacramental 
bread, 332. Ebion, 344. Ptolemreus, 437. 
Marcion,461-473. Marcion's disciples, 
474. Baptism by substitution, 478. Ter
tulIian as a Montanist, 509. Prophetic 
extacy,5Il. Progressive development of 
the church, 516. Montanistic revelations, 
517. Against the outward chnrch, 517. 
Forgiveness of sin and sanctification, 522. 
Arrogance of the confessors, 523. Against 
the enemies of Montanism, 523. Divine 
attributes, 561, 562. Revelation, 562. 
Creation, 568. Monarchians,576. Prax
eas, 583. Trinity, 605. Anthropology, 
614-620. Humanity ofChrist, 635. Bap
tism, 646. Lord's supper, 648. Interme
diate standing, 654. Life and writings of 
Tertullian, 683-685. 

Tertullianists, 685. 

Theodoret. Tutian's roayy€Atov dlU T£a(1a

pov, 458. Hermogenes, 567. N oetus, 584. 
Theodorus. See Gregory Thaumaturgus. 
Theodotus, the Monarchian, 580. 
Theognostus, 713. 
Theoetistns, 703. 
Theology. See Church theology, and the 

articles God - Creation - Trinity. 
Theonas, bishop of Alexandria, 143. 
Theophilus of Antioch. Revelation, 559. 

Apology and commentaries, 674. 
Theophilus Indicus, 83. 
Theotecnus, bishop of Cresaren, 141. 
Therapeutre, 66-64. 
Thomas, the Apostle, 82. 
Thoth, interpolated sayings of, 176. 
Tiberius, 93. ""! 

; 
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Titus of Bostra, 501. 

Traducianism, 615. 

Trajao,97. 

Trinity, 571-608. 

6Vpc.JpOl, 201. 


U. 
Uchomo, Abgar of Edessa, 80. 
Unity of the church, 180, 181. 

V. 
Valentine, the Gnostic,417-433. Valen

tinian school, 434-442. 
Valerian, the Emperor, 136. 
Varro. Threefold theology, 7. On the true 

in religion, 9. 
Vattins Epagathns, the Martyr, 112. 
Victor, bishop of Rome. Arrogant claims, 

INDEX.' 

214. Dispute about passover, 299. Theo
dotns, 580. 

Victoria, the Martyr, 152. 
Virgines. See ITap19ivol. 

W. 
Western church. See Roman church. 

X. 
Xerophagians, 521. 

Z. 
Zabeans. See Disciples of John. 
Zealots, Jewish, 38. 
Zenobia, 693. 
Zephyrinus, Roman bishop, 581. 
Zoroaster, 369. 
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-40, p. 88. 10: 46, p.186. chap. 19, p. 
316. 20: 7, p. 295. 20: 17, p. 192. 20 : 
17,28, p. 182. 23: 8, p. 42. 


Romans, 8: 19, p.625. 5: 20, 21, p.411 

8: 26, p. 716. 9: 5, p. 584. 12: 7,8, p. 
187. 12: 11. 14: 15, p.180. 16: 5, p. 185, 
290. 16: 14, p. 660. 


1 Corinthians, 11 : 19, p. 341. 1 : 21, p. 621. 

I : 25, p. 705. 2: 6, p. 388. 2: 9, p. 531. 
675. 2: 14. p. 628, 3: 17, p. 253. 14: 
23,25, p. 327. 5: 4, p. 190. 5: 7, p. 207. 
6: 12, p. 385. chap. 7,p. 680. 7: 21,p. 
269. 8: 6; p. 574. 8: 9, p. 385. 8: 19, 
p. 189. 9: 22, p. 245. 9: 24, p. 258. 11: 
4,5, p. 679. 12: 5, p. 182. 12: 2, 4, p. 
189. 13: 10, p. 487. 14: 30, p. 320. 14: 
34, p. 182. chap. 15, p.655. 15: 28, p. 
600. 15: 29, p. 478. 16: 19, p. 185. 16: 
19, 20, p. 290. 

2 Corinthians, chap. 5, p. 546. 
Galatians, chap. 2, p. 171. chap. 4, p. 548. 

5: 19, p. 499. 6: 6, p. 478. 
Philippians, 1 : I, p. 183. 1: 16, p. 323. 2: 

15, p. 253. 4: 3, p. 658 
Ephesians, 3 : 10, p. 382. 4: 5, 6,p.318. 4: 

6, p. 572. 4: 9, p. 471. 5: 4, p. 262. 5: 
5, p. 245. 5: 16, p. 262. 6: 11, p. 133. 

Colossians, 2 : 21, 22, p. 700. 4: 16, p.185, 
290. 

1 Timothy, 3: I, 184. 3: 2, p. 196. 3: 8, 
p. 184. 5: 17, p. 188, 326. 6: 12, p. 
a66. 

2 Timothy, 2 : 14, p. 199. 3: 7, p. 506. 
Titus, I : 5, p. 184. 1: 7, p. 184. 
Philemon, v. 2, p. 185. 
Hebrews, chap. 2, p. 382. 2: 13, p. 563. 4 : 

12, p. 707. 11: 3, p. 372, 565. 12: 14, 
p.7I5. 

I Peter, 2: 9. p. 180. 3: 21, p. 306, 308. 
5: 13, p. 79. 

I John, 2: 1,2, p.246. 1: 7, p. 523. 2: 
19, p.341. 

James, 5 : 14, p. 119. 
Revelation, I : 6, p. 197. 1: 10, p. 295. 
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II. CITATIONS FROM WRITERS ON CHURCH HISTORY. 

Acta concilii Carthagin. p. 150, 308, 309. 
-- concilii Nicreni II., actio V., edid. Man

si, t. 13, f. 167, p. 500. 
-- martyrum (edid. Ruinart) Scillitanor

urn. Perpeture et Felicitatis, p. 122. 
Perpeture et Felicit. prrefatio, p. 
516,518. 

-- Fcliciss. p. 151. 
-- Justini, p. 269. 
-- Procopii, p. 303. 
-- martyrum coptiaca edid. Georgi, Ro

" mre, 1797, prrefatio pag. 109, p. 146. 
-- Saturnini, Dativi, et aliorum in Africa, 

(Baluz, Miscellanea, t. 2,) p. 152. 
-- Martyrii Justini, (Symeon Metaphras

tes,) p. 671. 
-- cum Felice Manichreo, 1. 1, c. 9. (Au

gustin. opera, edid. Benedict, t. 8,) p. 
487. 

-- Thomre, edid. Thilo; codex apocr. £. 10, 
p.497. f. 17, p.492. 

Alexander Alexandrinus, apud Theodoret. 
histor. ecclesiast. I. I, c. 4, p. 723. 

Alexander 	 Lycopolitanus, c. Manichreos, 
(Combefisii grrecor. patrum auctarium no
vissimum, Paris, 1672, t. 2, f. 4,) p. 482. 
C. 3,p. 494, 500. c.5,p.494,500. c.24, 
p.497. 

Apollinaris Hierapolitanus. Chronicon pas
chale Alexandr. p. 298. " 

Apollonius, (ap. Euseb. hist. eccles. 5, 18,) p. 
513. 

Arius ad Alexandrinos, (ap. Epiphanium 
hreres. 69, § 7,) 1>. 716. 

Arnobius, disputatio, c. gentes, 1. I, c. 13, p. 
688. 1,39, p. 688. 2, 71, p. 689. 3, 7, 
p.150. 4,36, p. 689. Arnobii conflictus 
cum Serapione, (Bibliothec. patr. Lugdu
nensis, t. 8,) p. 599. 

Athanasius, c. Apollinarem, 1. 2, § 3, p. 602, 
603. historia Arianorum ad Monachos, 
§ 64, p.154. § 71, p. 603. Oratio IV., 
c. Arianos: ~ 8, p. 598. § 11, p. 597. § 
12, p. 597. § 13, p. 595. § 21,22, p. 598. 
§ 23, p. 599. § 25, p. 595, 597, 598, 600. 
§ 26, p. 596. de sentcntia Dionysii, § 14, 
p. 606. de synodis, c. 4, p. 602. c. 43, p. 
606. de decretis synodi Nicrenre, t. 1. P. 
2, pag. 68, p. 716. § 26, p. 607. 

Athenagoras, legatio pro Christianis, f. 37, 
cd. Coloniensis, p. 522. 

Augustinus, c. Faustum Manichreum, 1. 11, 
p. 502. 1. 11, c. 3, p.491. 1. 18, p. 502. 
1. 18, c. 5, p. 505. 1. 20, p. 494. 1. 32, p. 
500. c. Fo~tunatum,.l. 1, (appendix,) p. 
505. c. Juhan, opus Imperf. 1. 3. c. 172, 
p. 494, 497. c. 174, p. 496. c. 177, p. 
497,498. c. 186, p. 496,497. c. 187. p. 
497. c. cpist. fundamcnti. c. 5, p. 487. 
c. 8, p. 505. c. 13, p. 490. de Genesi, c. 
Manic-hreos,1. 2, c. 39, p.497. de mori
bus Manich. C. 10, seqq. p. 503. de mo
rib. eccles. cathoI. c. 35, p. 504. de natura 

boni, c. 46, p. 495. breviculum colla
tionis cum Donatistis, d. 3, c. 13, p. 150, 
151. de hreresibus, h. 32, p. 504. h.86, 
p. 685. scrmo, 202, § 2, p. 302. scrroo, 
212, p. 307, 308. de civitat. Dei, 1. 5, C. 

31, p. 9. 1.6, C. 5, scqq. p. 7. 1. 19, c. 23, 
p. 172. de doctrina Christ. 1. 2, Co 11, p. 
303. 

Barnabas epistola, C. 9,15, p. 650. c. 12, p. 
650. 

Basilides tractatus 	 (l;1/Y1/TlKa) in disputa
tione Archelai cum Mani, C. 55, p. 402. 
apud Clementcm Alexandr. Stromata 1. 
6. f. 508, p. 405. f. 509, p. 403. 

Basilius Cresar, epistol. 188, (ep. canon. 1,) 
p.320. 

Canon, de canone novi tcstamenti fragm. 
(antiquit. italic. revi Jud. ed. Muratori, t. 
3,) p. 660. 

Celsus, Myor a'A1]'8fJr, (ap. Orlginem, c. Cel
sum,) I. 1, c. 9, p. 160. C. 17, p. 171. c. 
28, p. 161, 162. c. 67, p. 169. 1.2, c. 13, 
p. 169. c. 27, p. ] 65. c.34, p. 169. C. 
41,42, p. 169. C. 55, 63, 67, p. 169. 1.3, 
C. 10, seqq. p.I64. C. 44, p. 164. c.59, 
p. 166. C. 65, p. 166. 1. 4, c. 28, p. 171. 
c. 62, scqq. p. 166. c~ 69, p. 167. c.73, 
p.169. c. 75, p. 167, 169. c. 76, p. 167. 
c. 81, p. 168. c. 99, p. 168. 1. 5, C. 63, p. 
164. C. 61, p. 175. 1. 6, c. 15, p. 16~. C. 
41, p.161. 1. 7, c. 35, p. 169. Co 36, p. 
165. C. 62, p. 165. 1. 8, C. 17, p. 289. c. 
21, p. 265. KaTU. fLay(Jv, p. 161. 

Chronica Edessena, (Assemani bibI. orient. 
t. 1, f. 391,) p. 291. 

Claudius ApolIinaris, ap. Euseb. 1. 5, p. 117. 
Clemens Alexandrin. ed. Paris, 1641, 'If"po

Tpe1f"TlKOr, f. 45, p. 558. f. 69, p. 620. 'If"al
oay(Jyor, 1. 1, c. 1, p. 692. 1. 1, c. 6, p. 
531. 1. 1, f. 103, p. 317. f. 118, p. 564. 
1. 2, c. 8, f. 176, p. 691. 1. 2, c. 12, p. 282. 
f. 142, p. 326. f. 194, d. p. 2~6. 1. 3, e
1, p. 278, 292. f. 246, p. 293. f. 247, p. 
293,312. f. 250, p.281. f. 255, p.274. 
f. 256, p. 317. f. 257, p. 262. Stromata, 
1. 1, f. 272, p. 251. f. 273, a. p. 530. f. 
274, p. 691. f. 278, p. 534, 535. f. 291, 
p. 533. f. 292, p. 533. f. 298, p. 539. f. 
304, p. 452. f. 309, p. 537. f. 311, p. 520. 
f.313, p. 621. f.318, p. 533. f. 319, p. 
308,537. £. 320, p.450. f.340, p.301. 
f. 360, p. 534. 1. 2, f. 3G2, a. p. 530. f. 
363, p. 414, 415. f.364, p. 558. f.365, 
b. p. 531. f. 371, p. 414,531. f.372, p. 
530. f. 373, p. 530. f. 375, p. 425. f.379, 
p.646. f. 381, p. 532. f. 384, p. 531. f. 
407, p. 419. f. 408, p. 402. f.409, p. 432. 
f. 411, p. 385,453. f. 414, p.119. 1. 3, 
f. 427, p. 415, 416. f. 428,"p. 451. f.431, 
p. 466. f. 436, p. 452. f. 438, p. 452. f. 
448, p.451. f. 444, p. 531. f. 446, p. 278, 
457. f. 448, p. 188. f. 449, p. 280. f. 
451, p. 429. f. 453, p.620. f. 457, p. 262. 
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r 460, d. p. 452, 453, 632. f. 465, p. 456, 
458. f. 466, p. 620. f. 469, p. 620. f. 
470, p. 620, 633. 1. 4, f.490, p.532. f. 
503, p. 434. f. 503, p. 434. f. 506, pA07, 
412. f. 507, p.403. f. 508, p. 405. f.508, 
a. p. 406, 424. f. 509, b. p. 443. f.511, 
p. 520, 610. f. 518, 519, p.540. f. 528. 
b. p. 530. f. 533, p.280. f. 536, p. 413. 
f. 539, p. 400. 1. 5, f. 546, p. 468. f. 549. 
p. 654. f. 554, p. 535. f. 565, p. 586. f. 
582, p. 307. f. 583, d. p.407. f. 587, p. 
533. f. 588, p. 558, 628. f. 591, p. 610. 
1. 6, f. 621, p.402. f. 636, seqq. p. 638. 
l. 638, 639, p. 656. f. 641, p.407, 409, 
427. f. 644, p. 537, 538. f. 647, p. 520, 
536. f. 649, p. 632. f. 652, p. 540. f. 
655, p. 535. f. 659, b. p. 528, 535. f. 660. 
p. 528. f. 662, p. 620. f. 667, p. 622. f. 
672, p. 176, 538. f. 675, p. 535, 539. f. 
677, p. 553. f. 680, p. 364. f. 688, p. 538, 
f. 690, p. 683. f. 691, p. 541. f. 693, p. 
537. 1. 7, f. 700, p.585. f. 702, p. 541, 
f. 708, p. 586. f. 715, h. p. 289. f. 722, 
p. 286, 452. f. 728, p. 286. f. 730, p. 551. 
f. 732, b. p. 308. f. 732, p. 532. f. 741, 
p.281. f. 753, p. 164. f. 754, p. 307. f. 
755, p. 308. f. 756, p. 533. f. 757, p. 532. 
f. 759, p. 326. f. 762, p. 533. f. 764, p. 
417. TLf 7rMVrrWf (J(J(OI1€VOf, c. 11, p. ~79. 
c· 21, p. 621. c. 42, p. 196. 'l'!roTV1TcJ(J€tf, 
apud Euseb. prrep. evang. 1. 2, c. 2, p. 
691. epistoli. Euseb. b. 3, p. 691. 

Clemens Romanus, epistola J. ad Cor. c. 5, 
p. 85. c. 32, 33, p. 644. c. 40, p. 659. c. 
42, p. 79, 185, 189. c. 44, p. 189. Clem
cntinre homilire, h. 2, c. 6, p. 354. c. 9, p. 
354. c. 17, p.362. c.38, p.358. h.3, 
c. 19, p. 360. c. 20, p. 354, 355. h. 6, c. 
4, p. 357. c. 22, 23, seqq. p. 357. c.26, 
p.355. c. 42, p. 354. c. 51, p. 359,360. 
h. 8, c. 5, p.355. c. 7, p.360. c. 10, p. 
354. c. 11, 12, p. 356. c. 22, 23, p. 356. 
h. 16, c. 10, p.35S. c. 12, p. 601. h.17, 
c. 17, p. 359. c. 19, p. 352. h. 18, c. 13, 


f..357. Clementinre Recognitiones, p.32. 

. 8, c. 53, p. 359. 


Commodianus, instructiones, p. 68. i. 26, p. 

687. i. 47, p. 200. i. 48, p. 280. i. 57, p. 

687. i. 59, p. 281. i. 61, p. 687. i. 62, 

p. 260. i. 66, p. 198, 237. i. 76, p. 303, 

829. i. 79, p. 288. i. 80, p. 687. 


Commonitorium, quomodo sit agendum cum 
Manichreis, (August. ed. Bened. 1. 8, ap
pend,) p. 504. 

Concilium IlIiberitanum, 	c. 13, p. 217. c. 
18, p. 198. c.25, p. 229. c.26, p. 296. 
c. 33, p. 277. c. 36, p. 293. c. 43, p. 301. 
c. 77, p. 233. 

Concilinm Neocresariense, c. 12, p. 238. 
Constitutiones apostolicre, 1. 2, c. 28, p.326. 

1. 8, c. 17, p. 703. c. 26, p. 201. c. 31, p. 
262. c. 32, p. 197. 

Cornelius, ep. R. Epistoln ad Fabium cpise. 
Antioehenum, ap. Euseb. h. eccles. 643, p. 
201, 238, 690. 

Cyprianus, cd. Baluz., ep. 1 ad Donatum, p. 
249,263. cp. 2, p. 134, 231. ep. 3, p. 

206, 226. ep.4, p. 134. ep. 5, p. 192, 
200, 224. cp. 6, p. 229. ep. 7, p. 135. 
ep. 9, p.227. ep. 11, p.227. cp. 12, p. 
231. cp. 13, p. 200, 231. ep. 14, p.134, 
226, 231. cp. 18, p. 133. ep. 21, p. 133. 
ep. 22, p. 229. ep. 26, p. 220. ep. 31, p. 
132,239. ep. 33,p. 199. cp.38,p.233. 
ep.40, p. 131, 207, 223. ep. 42, p.241. 
cp. 49, p. 224, 225, 233. ep. 52 ad An
tonianum, p. 220, 234, 235, 239, 240,242, 
243, 244, 245,654. ep. 54, p. 234. ep. 55 
ad Cornclium, p. 136, 214, 233, 235. ep. 
56, p. 136. ep. 59, p.313. ep. 60, p. 256. 
cp. 61, ad Euchratem, p. 267. ep.62 ad 
Pomponium, p. 277. cp. 63, p.332. ep. 
66 ad Fernencsium, p. 198, 199. ep. 68. 
p.200, 217, 604. cp.69 ad Pnpianum, 
p. 236. cpo 70, p. 315, 322, 323. ep. 71 
ad Quintum, p. 318, 219, 320. ep. 72 ad 
Stcphanum, g. 316. cp. 72 ad Jubaja
num, p. 316. cpo 73, p. 320, 323. ep. 74 
ad Pompeiium, p. 214, 216,322. cpo 75, 
p. 126,201, 207,216,220,318,320,322, 
329. cp. 76 ad Magnum,p.307,309,3IO. 
cp. 77, p. 138. cp. 82 ad Successum, p. 
139. cp. 83, p.139. cp. ad Demctrianum, 
p. 258. de lapsis, p. 134, 230, 332, (cdid. 
Baluz. f. 189,) p. 640. de habitu virgin
urn, p. 277. de spectacnlis, p. 263. c.29, 
p. 265. de mortalitate, p. 258, 334. dc 
opcrc et elecmosynis, p. 330, 647. de 
unitate eccles ire, p. 210. de oratione do
minica, p. 329. apologia, p. 136. de tes
timoniis, initio, p. 686. C. 25, p. 253, 648. 
C. 26, p. 253. c. 28, p. 227. c. 54, p. 620. 
finis, p. 686. de rebaptism ate, p. 322, 
323. 

Diognetus, epistola ad, p. 69. § 11, p. 644. 
Dionysius Alexandrinus, apud Euseb, h. ec

cles. 5. 5, (epist. ad Stephannm,) p. 320. 
6.41, (cp. ad Fabium Antiochenum,) p. 
130. 6.46, (ad Novatianum,) p. 241. 7. 
1, (ad Sixtum Secundum,) p. 320. 7.5, 
p.318. 7.6, p. 599. 7.7, (ad Philemo
ncm,) p. 712. 7. 8, p. 243. 7. 9, p.321. 
7. 10, p. 137. 7.22, p. 258. 7.24, (rrtp2 
lrraYY€MC>v~) y. 653. Prreparatio evange1. 
1. 15, ('!rEP' rpVI1Wr,) p. 713. apud Athan
asium, dc sententin Dionysii, ({j.erxor Kal 
u'!roMyia, ad Dionysium Rom.,) p.608. 
§ 14, (ep. ad Ammonium et Euphranor.) 
p. 606. apud Honth, reliquire sacrre, vol. 
2, (ad Basilidem,) p. 712. 

Dionysius Rom. urud Athanasasium. De 
decretis synodi Nicrenre, § 20, (uvarporr1],) 
p.61O. 

Disputatio Archclai cum Mani. Opera Hip
polyti cd. Fabricius, f. 193, p. 505. 

Ebed Jesu, catalogus scriptorum. Asscmani 
biblioth. orient. p. 682. 

Ephraem Syrus. opera Syriace ct Iatine, t. 2, 
sermo 1, f. 438, seqq. p. 462. sermo 14, 
f. 468, d. p. 466. scrmo 102, § 6, f. 551, 
552, p. 471. f. 553, 555, p. 442. ap. 
Wegener de Manichreorum indulgentiis, 
Lips. 1827, pag. 69, seqq. p. 533. 

Epiphanius, hreres. h. 26, § 3, 9, p. 446. h. 
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30, p. 346, 351, 352, 353. § 15, p. 358. 
§ 16, p. 331. § 18, p. 358. § 25, p. 345. 
h.33. § 3, p.437. h.38, p.331. h.44. 
§ 2, p. 475. h. 48, p. 515. h. 51, p. 526. 
h. 57, p. 580. h. 64, p. 696. h.62, p. 
596, 597, 601. h. 67, p. 602, 713. ex
positio fidei catholicre, c. 21, p. 303. 

Epistolre, Ecc1esire Romanre 	ad ecc1esiam 
Carthagenienscm, (Cypr. ep. 2,) p.132, 
231. confessorum ad Cypr., (Cypr. ep. 
26,) p. 220. ecc1esire Smyrnens, (Euseb. 
1.4, c. 15,) p.109, 335. ecc1esiarum Lugd. 
et Vienn. (Euseb.1. 5, c. I, seqq.,) p. 112, 
276. Petri ad Jacobum (prrefatio Clemen
tinarum,)p.361. SynodiadPaulumSamo
satenum, (Mansi conc. 1, f. 1034,) p. 503. 

'HO'atov 	 avaf3aTudw, ed. Lawrence, Oxon. 
1819, p. 716. f. 38, 59, v. 32, 36, p. 716. 

Euodius Uzal. de fide contra Manichreos, c. 
4, p. 501. c. 10, p. 494. c. II, p. 490. 
c. 28, p. 500. 

Eusebius. Historia eccles.!. 1, c. 7, p. 769. 
c. 10, p. 82. c. 10, § 2, p. 85. 1. 2, c. 2, 
p. 681. c. 13, p. 665. c. 23, p. 675. 1. 
3, c. 1, p. 80. c. 5, p. 343. c. 28, p. 399. 
1.4, c. 3, p. 661. c. 6, p.344. c. 13, p. 
467. c. 15, p. 109,335,472. c.I6, 17, p. 
665. c. 23, p. 204,206. c. 26, p. 101, 104, 
299, 676. c. 29, p. 458. c. 30, p. 718. c. 
37, p. 661. 1. 5, c. I, p. 112. c. 3, p. 524. 
c.5, p. 117, 320, 321. c. 12, p. 721. c. 
13, p.474. c. 16, p. 513, 515. c. 17, p. 
661. c. 18, p. 513. c. 20, p. 677. c. 21, 
p. 118. c. 24, p. 194, 298, 300, 332. c. 
26, p. 680. c. 27, p. 211, 721. c. 28, p. 
575, 580, 581, 582. 1. 6, c. I, p. 83, 691. 
c. 6, p. 527, 694. c. 7, p. 121. c. 10, p. 
527. c. 11, p. 692. c. 13, p. 691. c.14, 
p. 693, 694. c. 15, p. 700. c. 17, p. 708 
c. 19, p. 81, 171, 197. c. 20, p. 593,601, 
703. c. 27, p. 707. c. 28, p. 126. c.31, 
p.709. c.32, p. 710. c.33, p.593. c. 
36, p. 704. c. 37, 710. c. 39, p. 711. c. 
41, p. 130. c.43, p. 201, 238, 316, 690. 
c.46, p.243. 1. 7, c. 2, p.711. c. 7, p. 
320, 712. c. 8, p. 243. c. 9, p. 309, 321. 
c. 10, p. 127. c. 11, p. 138. Co 12, p. 472. 
c. 13, 15, p. 140. c. 18, p. 292. c. 19, p. 
306. c. 22, p. 258. c. 24, p. 653. c. 30, 
p. 602, 603, 659. c. 32, p. 721. 1. 8, c. 
2. p. 148. c. 4, p. 147. prreparatio evan
gelica,1. 2, c. 2, p. 691. 1. 3, c. 7, p. 27. 
1. 4, c. 2, p. 146. c. 7, p. 31. c. 13, p. 26. 
c. 21, 22, p. 28. 1. 5, c. I, p. 146. 1. 6, c. 
10, p. 80. fin. p. 442. 1. 7, c. 8, p. 44. 
demonstratio evangelica, 1. 3, pag. 134, p. 
172. vita CODstantini, 1. 2, c. 32, seqq. p. 
148. c.50, p.145. de martyribus Pal
rest. c. I, 3, 9, p. 154. c. 4. p. 721. c. 10, 
p. 472. c. II, f. 388, p. 722. adversus 
Hieroclem: p. 174. 

'EvaneiUov KaT Alyv7rTlov~, apud. Epiph. h. 
62, p. 601. 

Evangelium ad HebrooQf;, apud Epiph. h. 30, 
~ 13, p. 348. apud Hieron. in l't1icham. 1. 
2, c. 7, (t. 6, f. 520,) upud Orig. in Joann. 
t. 2, § 6, p. 350. 

Faustus Manichreus, apud Agust., c. Faus

tum, 1. II, 18, p. 503. 1. 20, p.494. L 32, 
p. 500, 502. 

Felix Manichreus, apud Agust., c. Felicem, 
1. 1, c. 19, p. 504. 

Firmilianus, episc. Cresar. epistola ad Cypr. 
(Cypr. ep. 75,) p 126,201,207,216,220, 
318,320,322. 

Gennadius, c. 15, p. 686. 

Gobarus, apud Photium cod. 235, p. 675. 

Gregorius Naz. orat. 25, p. 82. 

Gregorius Nyss. vita Gregorii Thnumatur


gi, c. 27, p. 720. 
Hegcsippus, apud Euseb., 1. 2, c. 23, p. 675, 

1. 4, c. 22, p. 675. 
Heracleon 	in evang. Joann. apud Orig. in 

Joann. t. 2, § 15, p. 423. t. 9, § 12, p. 
441. § 23, p. 373. t. 10, § 14, p. 431. 
§ 19, p. 431. t. 13, § II, p. 373, 431. § 16, 
p. 422. § 25, 30, p. 422. § 48, p. 423. 
§ 51, p. 422. § 59, p.422. t. 20, § 20, 
p. 422. in evangel. Lucre, apud Clement. 
Strom. 1. 4, f. 503, p. 434. 

Heraclianus, epise. Chalcedon., ap. Photo 
cod. 95, p. 485. 

Hermas, Pastor, Fabr. cod. apocr. cod., 3, 1. 
2, (p. 1009,) p. 464. 1. 3, p. 278, 296. 

Hieronymus, (cd. Martianay.) 	 Epist. 5 ad 
Ctesiphont. p. 697. ep.27 ad Marcellum, 
p. 521. ep. 29 ad Paulum, p. 705. ep. 
41 ad Pamaeh. ct Ozean. p. 608, 702. 
ep.71 ad Lucin. p.333. ep. 72 ad Vi
talem, p. 297. ep. 83 ad Magnum. p. 661. 
ep. 146 ad Evangel. p. 190. ep. 148, p. 
82. de viribus illustribus, c. 1, p. 227. C. 

3, p.349. c.20,p.661. C. 25,p. 269. ~ 
36, p. 527. c.42, p. 118. c. 47, p. 721. 
c. 53, p. 685. c. 60, p. 222. c. 72, p. 485. 
e. 77, p. 723. C. 79, p. 688 adversns 
Rufinum, vol. II., p. I, p. 512. vol. 4, 1. 
1, f. 358, p. 721. 1. I, f. 359, p. 720, 721. 
1. 2, f. 411, p. 705. f. 413, p. 589. f.414, 
p. 704. f. 425, p. 722. commentar. in 
Isaiam, 1. I, e. 1, t. 3, f. 71, (ed. Vallarsi, 
Veneto 1767. t. 4, p.2I,) p.349. l. 2, C. 
5, ad Isai. 5, 18, f. 83, (cd. Vallarsi, p. 
130,) p. 349. 1. 9, Co 29, V. 18, f. 250, (cd. 
Vallarsi. p. 398,) p.349. ad Isai. 31 : 7, 
8, f. 261, (cd. Vallarsi, p. 428,) p. 349. 
commentar. in l'tficham. I. 2, C. 7, t. 6, f. 
520, p. 350. 

Hilarius in cpist. ad Ephes. C. 4, v. 12, p. 
182. in epist. ad Timoth. II., C. 3,7, p. 
506. de synodis, § 86, p. 606. 

Hippolytus contra Noetum, § 1, p. 584. apud 
l>hot. cod. 121,202, p. 682. . 

Ignatins, epistola ad Ephes. c. 11, p. 196. 
C. 20, p. 647. ep. II. ad Polycarp, § 5, p. 
284. ad Magnes. C. 9, p. 295, 296. ad 
Smyrn. § 2, p. 631. 

Irenreus, (cd. Massuet.) 	 Hreres. 1. 1, C. I, 
§ 3, p. 418. C. 3, § 5, p. 420. C. 5, ~ 2, p. 
424. C. 6, p. 263. C. 7, § 3, 4, p. 426. C. 

8, § 4, p. 423. c. 10, p. 84. c. 11, § 2, p. 
438. C. 12, § 3, p. 424. C. 21, § 4, p.476. 
C. 24, p. 400, 448, 471. c. 25, p. 450. ~ 
26, p. 348. § 2, p. 348, 397, 452. c. 27, 
§ 2, p. 471. c. 31, p. 448. 1. 2, c. 4, p.375 
c. 10, § 1, p. 613. C. 16, p. 400. C. 22, ~ 4, 
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p.311. c. 28, § 3, p. 613,619. c. 32, § 4, 
p.74. 1. 3, c. 2, p. 389. c. 3, p. 196, 204. 
§ 4, p. 465. c. 4, p. 85. c. 5, p. 389. c. 
7, p. 679. c. 11, p.452. § 9, p.527. c. 
12, p. 188. c. 13, § 4, p. 560. c. 14, p. 
192. c. 15, p. 390, 393. c. 17, p. 646. c. 
18, 20, (alias 22,) p. 642. c. 22, p. 635. 
c.24, § I, p. 209. c. 31, p.642. 1.4, c. 
13, 14, p. 645. c. IS, p. 330. § 4, p. 331. 
c. 26, p. 192. c.30, p. 119, 274. c. 33, 
§ 6, p. 678. § 7, p. 209. § 9, p. II9. 1. 5, 
c. I, § 1, p. 635, 641. c. 32, p. 651. c.35, 
p.651. epistola ad Victorem, ap. Euseb. 
5, 24, p. 215, 310, 332. epistola ad Flori
num, ap. Euscb. 5. 20, p. 677. 

Isidorus, comment. in prophet. Parcbor. ap. 
Clem. Strom.!. 6, f. 641: p. 406. 

Julius Africanus, epistola ad Aristidem, ap. 
Euseb. 6.31, (Routh, reliq. sacr. vol. 2, p. 
ll5,) p. 709. 

JustillUS 	Martyr, (ed. Colon. 1686,) apolo
gia I. § 66, p. 648. f. 540, p. 69. f. 48, p. 
586. t: 50, 51, p. 662. apologia II. p. 
250,259,275,283,303,662. f. 56, p.609. 
f. 74, p. 670. f. 75, p. 580. f. 81, p. 667. 
f. 88, p. 62. f. 92, p. 661. f. 98, p. 79. 
§ 10, p. 635. § 61, p. 305. dialogus, c. rrry_ 
phone Judreo, f. 218, p. 9, 275. f. 247, p. 
669. f.267, p.342, 585. f.273, p.670. 
f. 291, p.34-7. f. 315, p.348. f. 317, p. 
642. f. 320, p. 668. f. 322, p. 642. f. 
327,331, p. 585. f. 338, p.2g8. f. 344, 
p. 609. f. 345, p. 12g, 330. f. 370, p. 62. 
cohortatio, p. 15, p. 666. !loyor; 1rpOr; 
"EAA1/Var:, p. 666. editio Benedict. apol. I. 
§ 4, 6, 8, p. 665. 

Lactantius, institutiones, 1. 4, c. 27, p. 145. 
1. 5, e. 11, p. 126. 1. 6, c. 13, p. 172. de 
mortib. persecutorum, c. 10, p. 150,152. e. 
16, p. 154. 

Lcontius Byzantinlls contra Ncstorium ct 
Eutyehen, (translation,) Greek fragmcnts 
in Erlich dissertatio de erroribus l)auli 
Samosateni, Lips. 1745, (p. 23,) p. 602. 

Mani, 	epistola fundamenti, ap. August. dc 
cpist. fund. c. 13, p. 490. de fide contra 
Manichreos, (Euod. Uzal.,) c.4, p. 501. c. 
11, p. 490. thesaurus, ap. August. de 
natura boni, c. 46, p. 495. cpistola ad 
Scythianum Fabricius bilioth. grree3, yol. 
7, f. 316, p. 486. epistola ad virginem 
Menoeh, ap. August. opus imperfect. c. 
Julian. 1. 3, c. 174, p. 4g6. c. 172, p.498. 
ml Patricium, ap. August. op. imp. c. Ju
lian. c. 186, p. 497. ad Abdam, Fabl'. 
bibIioth. grreea, (edit. noya,) yol. 7, f. 316, 
p. 4gg. epistolre :Fabr. biblioth. grreea, 
vol. 7, f. 316, p. 502. 

Melito Sardo apud Euscb. 1. 4, C. 26, p. 101, 
102. 

Methodius, 	Combefis. biblioth. grree. patr. 
auctal'. noviss. P. 1. f. 113, p. 358. m:p"l 
KTUIf1-urwV, ap. Photo cod. 235, p. 569. de 
libero arbitrio, Galland, biblioth. patr. t. 3, 
f. 762, p. 422. 

Miltiades 	1rfp'l TOU flT; &iv 1rpO~~T1/V tv 
EKC1TaaeL MMLV, p. 519. 

Minueius Felix, Octavius, p. 92. c. 8, p. 78, 
271. c. 9, p. 76. 

Montanus, apud Epiphan. hreres. 48. Euseb. 
1.5, c. 16, p. 515. 

Novatianus de trinitate, C. 6, 8, p. 560. epist. 
ad Dionys. Alexandr. ap. Euseh. I. 6, C. 

46, p. 241. 
Optatus Milevensis de schismatc Donatista

rum, ed. Du Pin, (p.174,) p. 150. 1. 1, c. 
22, p. 155. 

Origenes, C. Celsum, I. 1, C. 1, p. 74,88,108. 
C. 2, p. 4. C. 4, p. 160,559. C. 9, p. 164, 
544. C. 28, p. 161, 162. C. 32, p. 639. 
c. 46, p. 75. C. 57, p. 454. C. 67, p. 169, 
250. 1. 2, C. 9, p. 636. c. 10, p. 169. C. 

23, p. 629. C. 27, p. 165. c.34, 41, 42, 
p. 169. c.55, 63, 67, p. 169. 1.3, t: 55, 
p. 70. C. 7, p.89. c. 8, .p. 127. c. 9, p. 
79. c. 10, p. 164. c. 14, p. 89. c. 15, p. 
128. C. 24, p. 75. C. 27, p.474. C. 29, 
p.250. c. 41, p.636. c.42, p.640. c. 
44, p. 164. c.46, p.544. c.50, p.305. 
C. 51, p. 219, 305. C. 59, p.166. C. 65, 
p. 166. C. 70, p. 570. C. 76, p. 627. 1. 
4, C. 15, p.639 C. 16, p. 633. c.36, p. 
160. c. 40, p. 627. c. 48, p. 171. C. 57, 
p. 655. C. 62, 69, p. 168. C. 6g, p. 656. 
C. 69, 75, 76, 81, p. 167, 168. C. 73, 75,p. 
169. C. 9g, p. 168. 1. 5, C. 14, p. 570. c. 
23, p.570. e. 54, p.475. c. 61, p. 177, 
348. C. 63, p. 164. 1. 6, c. 12, seqq. p. 
544. C. 13, p. 544. c. 15, p. 167. c. 24, 
p.69g. C. 25, p. 91. c.28, p. 128. e. 
35, p. 170. e.36. 42, p. 161. c.42, p. 
402. C. 44, p. 623. C. 75, p. 639. C. 77. 
p.639. 1. 7, C. 26, p. 128. 1. 8, c. 12, p. 
577,588. c. 17, p. 90,284. c. 21, p. 265, 
C. 22, p. 300. e. 41, p. 108. C. 63, 67, p. 
91. C. 68, p. 129. c. 69, p. 108. c. 70, 
p. 12g. c. 72, p. 90. fin. p. 272. In 
Joannem, t. I, § 9, p. 548, 552. 11, p. 
550. 16, p. 623. 17, p. 103. 22, p.544. 
30, p. 636. 32, p. 588. 40, p. 564. 42, 
p. 5g3. t. 2, § 1, p. 588. 2, p. 576, 577, 
587,5g0. 3, p.578. 4, p.552. 6, p. 350. 
7, p.623, 624. 15, p. 628. 18, p.577. 
21,p.643. t.5,§4,p.367. (edit-Lom
matzseh, yol. I, p. 172,) p. 473. t. 6, § 1, 
p. 704.2, p. 520. 12, p.441. 17, p. 
258, 648. 23, p. 430. 24, p. 703. 28, 
p.447. t. 10, p. 590. § 4, p. 556. 13, P 
702. 14, 19, p.399. 21, p. 577. 27, p. 
547. t. 12, ~ 3, p.431, 587. t 13, § 5, 
p. 551. 10, p.432. 11, p.432. 16, p. 
421, 422, 427. 20, p. 432. 21, p. 560. 
25, p. 568, 590, 5gl. 34, p. 627. 38,41, 
p. 476. 48, p. 423. 52, p. 546. 59, p. 
432, 624. t. 18: § I, (cd. Lomm. vol. 2, 
p. 143,) p. 591. 3, p. 251. 4. p. 643. 5, 
p. 624, 625, 630, 638. t. 19, § 1, p. 5g 1. 
t. 20. § 16, p.5g0. 20, p. 421, 422. 28, 
p. 549, 633. t. 28, 9 14, p. 643. t. 32, 
~ 5, p. 700. 11, p. 627, 628, 636. 16, p. 
64g. 18, p. 568, 569, 587. In :Math. cd. 
Huet. t. 2, § 10, p. 624. t. 10, § 2, p. 623. 
9, p. 646. (cd. Lomm. "01. 3, p. 26,) p. 
548. t. 11, § 12, p. 345. 14, p. 649. 17, 
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p.694. t.12,§6,p.647. 37,p.633. t.I3, 
§ 1, (ed. Lomm.....01. 3, p. 2lO,) p.57!. 
7, p. 201. 22, p. 630. 26, p. 622, 636. t. 
15, § 3, p. 697. 7, (cd. Lomm. vol. 3, p. 
340,) p.552. t.15, § 14, p. 709. t. 16, § 1, 
p.695. 8, p. 594, 603,636,640,644. 9, p. 
530. 12, p. 345. 16, p. 528. 22, p. 233. 
25, p. 705. 1. 17, § 14, p. 578. 26, p. 699. 
30, p. 625. t. 25, § I, p. 564. f. 268, p. 
850. f. 290, p. 550. f. 344, p. 636. f. 
363, p. 522. f. 367, (t. 15,) p. 698. f.374, 
375, p. 552. f. 378, p. 563. f. 381, (t. 
15,) p. 708. f. 402, p. 656. f. 423, p.636. 
f. 445, (t. 16,) p.705. opera de In Rue, 
....01. 3, f. 887, p. 639. f. 898, p. 649. 
Commentnr. series in Matth. § 100, (ed. 
Lomm. t. 4, p. 446,) p. 634. Homilim in 
Jereminm, h. 2. 16, p.626. h. 8. 8, p. 705. 
h. 9.3, p. 569. h. 9. 4, p. 589. h. 14, p. 
627. h. 15. 6, p. 636. h.] 8. 6, p. 563. h. 
18. 12, p. 346. h. 19. 4, p. 277. 7rfp2 
upxwv, prref: f. 4, p. 568. 1. I, c. 2, § 6, p. 
568. (cd. de Ia Hue, t. I, f..76,) p.627. 
c. 8. 3, p. 638. 1. 2, c. 1, p. 624. c. 1. 4, 
p. 568. c. 2. 2, P 623. c. 4, p. 656. c. 
5. 3, p. 638. c. 5. 5, p. 638. c. 6, p. 636. 
c. 8, p. 625. c. 8.3, p. 637. c.9, p.570. 
c. lO, p. 463. de oratione dominica, c. 7, 
p. 625. c. 12, p. 285. c. 13, p. 285. c. 
15, p. 590. c. 22, p. 285. c. 29, p. 629, 
630. Commcntar. in cpist. ad Rom. 1. 1, 
(ed. Lomm. vol. 5, p. 250,) p. 636. 1. 1, 
(cd. Lomm. vol. 5, p. 251,) p.571. 1. 2, 
(cd. Lomm. vol. 6, p. 107,) p. 628. c.9, 
(ed. Lomm. vol. 6, p. 108,) p. 629. 1. 4, 
(cd. dc la Rnc, t. 4, f. 549,) p.404. 1. 5. 
p.314. commentar. in Genesin, init. p. 
568. cd. de la Rue, t. 2, f. 25, p. 676. 
Selecta in Psalmos, cd. de In Rue, t. 2, f. 
570, p.651. cd. Lomm. t. II, p. 388, p. 
655. commentar. in Exod. lO: 27, p. 629. 
ed. Lomm. t. 8, p. 299, p. 613. cd. Lomm. 
t. 8, p. 300, p. 564. commentar. in Titum 
frngm. p. 578. homilin in Isniam, 4, 1, p. 
625. homilia in I,Hcam, 14, p. 314. de mnr
tyribul', § 4. p. 706. 7, p. 625. 12, p. 637. 

'cpistola ad Greg-.Thaumaturg. p. 287. epis
tola ad Jul. Afric:m. § 4, p. 710 5, p. 708, 
epist. ad Demetrium, (apnd Bieron. adv. 
Hufinum, 2, f. 411, ell. Mart.,) p. 704. 
epist. ad synodum, (Hieron. adv. Ruf. 2, 
f. 411, cd. Mart.,) p. 705. epist. t. 1, f. 3, 
(cd. de la nne,) p. 701. dialogus de recta 
in Deum ~~c, (opp. de In. Rue, t. 1, f. 807,) 
p.474. I 11Ilocahn, e. 1, p. 17, p. 557,681. 
p. 28, p. 55·!' p. 51, p. 554. c. 2, p. 6, 10, 
p.553. c. 13. p. 7]8. c. 14, p.387. c. 
15.p.544,553. p. 139,p.556. c. 24, (cd. 
Lomm. t. 11, p.450,) p.630. c. 26, (de 
In Hue, t. 2, f. III j Lomm. t. 8, p. 305,) 
p.629. 

l>acianus Barccloncnsis, epist. 3, contra No
"at., (Galland. hiblioth. patr. t. 7,) p. 246. 

Pallarlius, J..ausi:H'a, c. 147, p. 708. 
Pamphilus, apologia Origenis, (cd. de 1(1. 

Rue, t. 4, f. 35,) p. 640. 
Papias, ~..oytCJv KVptaxwv t~rry~(1etr, fragm. 

J. A. Cramer Catena in acta apost. Oxon. 
1838, p. 12, p. 650. 

Paulus Samosatenus, ap. Epiphan. hreres. h. 
67, p. 602. np. Leont. Byzant. contra 
Nest. et Eutych. p. 602. 

TIeptooot u:rro(JTf/ACJv, act. conc. Nic. 2, actio 
5, (ed. Mansi, t. 13, f. 167,) p. 501. 

Philostorgius, hist. eccles.!. 3, c. 4, 5, p. 83. 
Photius, co~. 95, p. 485. cod. 111, p. 692. 

cod. 1I8, p. 693, 704. cod. 121, p. 681. 
cod.202,p.682. cod. 255,p. 675. 

Polycrates, ap. Euseb. b. ecclcs. 5.24, p. 194, 
298. 

Pontius diaconus, vita Cypriani, p. 222, A. 
1, p. 223. 

Prredestinatus, h. 26, 86, p. 685 .. 
Ptolemreus, ep. ad :Floram, p. 437,438. 
Rhodon, ap. Euseb. h. ecel. 5. 13, p. 467. 
Rnfinus, cxpositio symboli apostolici, p. 307. 

de adultcratione librorum Origenis, (opp. 
Bieron. t. 5, f. 251,ed. Martianay,) p. 705. 

Sabellius, ap. Atban. c. Arian. or. 4, § 8, p. 
598. § 11, p. 597, 597. § 12, p. 598,600. 
§ 13, p.59;'. § 20, 21, 22, p.598. § 23, 
p.599. § 25, p. 595,597,598, 59!}, ap. 
Basilium, ep. 210, 214. § 3, cp. 235, § 6, 
p. 596. ap. Epiphan. hreres. 62, p. 596. 
ap. Justin. Mart. dial. c. Tryph. Jud. f. 
358, (ed. Colon.,) p. 597. ap. Theodoret! 
hrerct. fab. 2. 9, p. 600. 

Severus 	Asmonin., (Renandot, hist. patri
arch. Alexandr. p. 40,) p. 485. 

Socrates, b. eccles. 1. 3, c. 7, p. 593. c. 23, 
p. 170. 1. 4, c. 13, p. 720. c. 28, p. 294. 

Sozomenus, h. eec!. 1. 7, c. 19, p. 303. 
Tabenistanensis, annales reg-num atquc Ie

gatorum Dei, vol. 2, p. 1, Gryph. 1835, p. 
103, p. 350. 

Tatianus, oratio contra Grrecos, § 19, p. 
671. f 

Tcrtullianus, Apologeticus, vol. 2, f. 63, p. 
76. f. 98, p. 79. c. 1, p. 84. c. 3, p. 269. 
c, 4, p. 84. c. 5, p. 93, 116. c. 7, p. 327. 
c. 17, p. 177. c. 21, P 272, 685. c.34, 
p. 90. c. 39, p. 76, 191, 325. c. 42, p. 
259, 273. c. 46, p. 78. ad Nationcs, 1. I, 
c. 5, p. 218, 254. c. 18, p. 77. ad Scapu
lam, c. 2, p. 175. c. 4, p. 116, 119., c.5, 
p. 102, 119. ad Martyres, c. 1, p. 230. 
de idololatria, c. 6, p. 262. c. 11, p. 262, 
c. 14, p. 277, 301. c.lll, p. 91, 259. c. 18, 
p.271. c. 19, p. 273. de f:pcctaculis, c. 
1, p. 265. c. 2, p. 72. c. 24, p. 265. de 
corona militis, c. 2, p. 273. c.3, p. 293, 
308,309, 334, 517. c. 4, p. 269. c. II. p. 
270. c. 13, p. 269. de fUlla in persccu
tione, c. 12, p. 121, 122, 521. c. 13, p. 
121. c. 14, p. 121. de pudicitia, c. I, 
p.214. c. 4, p. 522. c. 7, p. 292. c. 12, 
p.517. c. 19, p. 221, 315, 523. c.21, 
p.517. c. 22, p. 523. de p~nitentia, c. 
5, p. 220. c. 6, p. 232. c 9, p. 219,220. 
c. 10, p.219. de jejnniiR, c. II, p.525. 
c. 13, p. 206, 256, 280, 521. c. 14, p. 294, 
296. c. 17, p. 256. de exhortatione cas
titatis, c. 5, p. 680. c. 11, p. 334, 522. de 
baptismo. c. 7, p. 315. c. 8, p. 316. c. 15, 
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p. 318. c. 17, p. 195, 196. c. 18, p. 312, 
615. de virginibus velandis, c. 1, p.516. 
c.9, p. 188, 214. de pallio, p.275. de 
monogamia, c. 1, p. 522. c. 12, p. 197. 
c .. 20, p. 522. ad uxorem, I. 2, c.4, p. 255. 
c. 8, p. 255,281, 284. de cultu fremina
rum, I. 2, c. 8, p. 282. c. 9, p. 275. c. 11, 
p. 280. de paticntia,' c. I, p. 616,619. 
de oratione, c. 6, p. 648. c. 19, p. 332. c. 
23, p. 259, 296. c. 25, 26, p. 286, seqq. c. 
28, (Mllratori Anecdota bib!. Ambros. t. 
3,) p. 284. De anima, c. 9, p. 521. c. 10, 
p.615. c. 21, p. 617, 619. c. 22, p. 616, 
51B. c.41, p. 616, 646. c. 47, p. 75. c. 
55, p. 654. c. 56, p. 523. c. 58, p. 654. 
de testimonio animre, c. 1, p. 559. de 
carne Christi, c. :;, p. 631. c. 6, p. 642. 
c.9, p. 631. c. 11, scqq. p. 560, 625. c. 
c. 14, p. 631. de resurrectione curnis, c. 
2, p. 474. c. 8, p. 315, 648. c. 48, p. 308. 
478. adv. Jndreos, c. 7, p. 85. adv. Va
1entinianos, c. 4, p. 437. c. 5, p. 678. adv. 
Pruxeam: c.3, p. 576. c. 7, p. 560. c. 10, 
p.584. c.l1,p.642. c.14,26,27,p.584. 
contra Marcionem, I. 1, c. 2, p. 684. c.5, 
p.467. c. 7, p. 466. c. 10, p. 559. c.ll, 
p. 468. c. 14, p.315. c. 15, p. 466. c. 
19, p. 469, 559. c. 20, p. 680. c. 28, p. 
472. c. 34, p. 473. 1. 2, c. 12, 13, p. 
561. c. 16,27, p. 562. c.29, p.562. I. 
3, c. 3, p.470. c.3, 4, p.471. c. 15, p. 
470. c. 24, p. 468. I. 4, p.462. c. 2, 3, 
p.473. c. 5, p. 474. c. 9, p. 465,470,561, 
c.17,p.469. c.22,p.518. c.29,p.4'i'l, 

c. 35, p. 470. c.36, p.465. c.40, p. 648. 
I. 5, c. 1, 10, p.478. ndv. Hermogenem, 
p.566. c. 15, p. 366. c. 36, p. 617. Prre
scriptio hrereticorum, c. 13. p. 685. c. 19, 
p. 582. c. 22, P. 213. c. 30, p. 462, 463, 
474. c. 39, p. 463. c. 41, p. 201, 328,478. 
addit. p. 462. addit. c. 53, p. 580. 

Testamentum XII. patriarcharum. Test. 
III. c.8,p.I74. t.IV. (Jud.) c.21,p.365. 
t. IV. c. 23, p. 348. t. VII. (Dan.) c. 5, p. 
348,352. 

Theodorus, Panegyricus in Originem, c. 15, 
p.717. 

Theodoretus, hreret. fab. I. 14, p. 444. 19, 
p. 567, 618. 20, p. 458. 21, p.458. f. 
II. 3, p. 396. 9, p. 600. f. III. 3, p. 584. 

Theodoretus, h. eccl. I. I, c. 4, p. 723. 
Theodotus, didase. Anatol., (opp. Clem. cd. 

Par. 1641,) f. 794, p.404. f. 796, D. p. 
411. f. 797, B. p. 425, 433. f. 800, col. 2, 
D. p. 477. f. 806, p. 457. 

Tbeonas Alexandr. epist. ad Luciunum, 
(d'Achery Spieilegium, f.297. Galland. 
bibl. patr. t. 4,) p. 143. 

Theophilus ad Autolycum, 1.1, C. 2, p. 559. 
or. 2, § 5, p. 721. or. 9, § 5, p. 721. 

Titus Bostrensis, c. Manicbreos, I. 1, C. 12, 
p. 492. C. 30, p. 500. pra£ ad lib. 3, 
(Can. lect. ant. cd. Basn. Antv. 1725, t. 
1, f. 137,) p. 496. 1. 3, initio, p. 501. 

Victorianus, episc. Patab., (in Pannonia,) 
hist. creationis (cd. Cave, hist. ap. Galland. 
bib!. patr. t. 4; Routh, reI. saer. vol. 3, p. 
273, Oxon. 1815,) p. 296. 

III. CITATIONS FROl\l PROFANE WRITERS. 

JEHus Lampridius, vita Alcxnndri Scvcri, IDigcsta, t. 12,1. 12, c. I, § 14, p. 120. t. 14, 
\ 	 C. 24, p. 103. -c. 45, p. 199. vita Com- I. 1, C. 4, p. 126. 

modi, C. 6, 7, p. 119. ,ita. Heliogabali, C. Dio Cassius, p. 96. 1. 55, C. 23, p. 116. 71, 
3,6,7, p. 175. p.116. 7!!.. 4, p. 118. 

lElius Spartianns, vita. lladriani, c. 22, p. Dio Chrysostomus, (orat. att. cd. Reiske, 
102. vita. Caracallre, c. 1, p. 703. vita vol. I, pag. 405,) orat. 12, p. 27, 86. 
Septimii Scveri, e. 17, p. 120. Diocletianus, edictum contra. l\Ianicb., (Hi-

Ammianus Marcellinns, !. 25, C. 4, p. 107. Iarins in epist. sec. ad Timoth. 3, 7,) p. 
Apollonius Tyanensis, apud Euseh. prm~a- 144. edictuI!1, C. Christian. (Euseb. h. ecd. 

rat.evangel.l. 4, c.13, (Porphyr. de.abstm. 1. 8, c. 2; vita Constant. 1.21C. 32; Lac-
cam. 1. 2, §34), p. 26. epistol:;e, (Phllostra- tant. de mort. persecut. c. lO,) p. 148. 
tus opp. ed. OIeal'ius ep. 58, f. 401,) p. 31. Dionysins Halicurn. antiquitt. Rom. I. 2, C. 

Arrhianus, diatribre, l. 4, c. 7, p. 159. 18, p. 6. 19, p. 88. 20, p. 29. 68, p. 12. 
Aristides, encomium Romre, p. 88. oratio- 4.62; 7.56, p. 177. 

11es, p. 73. Domitius Ulpianus de officiis Proconsulum 
lristotcles, ethica Nicomach. I. 3, C. 7, p. fragm. Digest. t. 14, 1. 1, C. 4, seqq. p. 

611. 9.13, p. 267. 10.7, p. 628. ethica. 126. 

magna, 1, (cd. Becker, p. 1197,) p. 558. FIa~'ins Yop.ise~ls, Saturninus, C. 8, p. 102. 

1. 34, p. 281. ethica Endem. 3. 3, p. 19. vita Aurehant, c. 20, p. 142. 

Metaphysica, 10. 8, (cd. Becker. t. 2, P Galenns de difFerentia pulsuum, (cd. Char
1074,) p. 7. Politiea, 1. 2, p. 46. 3.5, p. tel',) I. 3, C. 3, (t. 8, f. 68,) p. 164, 172.' 

29. de anima, 3. 5, p. 426. Galerius, cdictum, p. 144, 156. 

Artemidorn~, Oneirocrit. I. 4, 5, c. 18, p. 275. IIaclrianus, ep. ad Cons. Servianum, up. Flav. 
Athenreu3, Dcipnosoph. I. 1, § 36, p. 205. Vopisc. in Saturnino, C. 8, p. 102. 
Aulns Gellius, noctes atticm, !. 12, C. 11, p. Hierocl~s, Myol 9lAal,~t9Cl? rrpor; TOVr; XPUI

158. navovr;, (ap' I,act. mstltut. I. 5, C. 2; de 
Cicero de legibus, 1. 2, c.8, p. 86. mort. perseeut. C. 16,) p. 173. 
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HistoriaEdessena e nummis illustrata, (auct. 
Bayer,) 1. 3, pag. 73, p. 80. 

History of the East Moguls, (in German: 
Schmidt, p. 271,) p. 482. 

Romerus, llias, 1. 2, v. 204, p. 154. 
Josephus, Archmol. 1. 16, c. 2, , 4, p. 88. 1. 

18, c. I, p. 38, 41,48. ,4, p. 48. de bello 
Judaico, 1. 2, c. 8, § 1, p. 38, 43. § 6, p. 45. 
§ 9, p. 47. § 10, p. 43. § 13, p. 45. con
tra Apiouem,l. 1, § 8, p. 41. 

Julius Capito linus, vita Antonini PH, c. 9, p. 
103. c. 11, p. 105. c. 13,21, p. 107. c. 
24, p. 105. [p~ 87. 

Julius Paulus, sententim recept:re, t. 21,1. Il, 
Juvenalis, Sat. 2,~. 16. Sat. 3. v. 75, p. 103. 
Lucianus. 'AAtevr, p. 9. Demonax. Cypr. 

~. 10. Hermotimos, § 81, p. 16. ZeVr 
eAeyxopevor, p. 24. Jupiter Tragredus, p. 
93. Peregrinus Proteus, p. 158, seqq. 
'AI.i;avopor 1; "l'evoopavnr, § 21, p. 161. 

Marc. Aurelius, 	d!: eavT!)v! I. I, c.. 6, p. 73. 
c.I7, p. 106. 1.1, fin. p. 116. I. 10, c. 14, 
p. 17. I. 18, c. 13, p. 106. c. 18, p. 106. 
1.12, c. 28, p. 106. edict. in Pandect. p.106. 

MaiaIas, Johannes, ed. Niebuhr, I. II, p.273, 
p.39. 

Mihr 	Nersch. Proclamation, (St. Martin, 
memoires hist. ct gcograph. sur l'Armenie, 
t. 2, p. 47. Paris 1819. Elisreus, history 
of the religions wars between the Armen
ians and the Persians, trans1. into English 
by Prof. Newman, p.l099, Lond. 1830,) p. 
489. [p. 116. 

Notitia dignitatum imperii Romani, sec. 25, 
Pausanias, 1. 8, c. 2, ~ 2, p. 12. 
Phereci<lcs, frngm., (cd. Sturz. p. 46,) p.402. 
Philo. Quod omnis probus libel', § 12, p. 

44, 48. Oratio in Flaccum, § 6, p. 50. 
de vita Mosis, 1. 1, f. 607, p. 51. § 27, f. 
625, p. 52. 1. 2, § 3, p. 65. § 38, p. 55. 
1. 3, § 17, p.65. 1. 3, f. 681, p. 61. de 
confusione ling. § 2, f. 320, p. 51. de 
nominibus mutatis, § 8, p.1053, p. 51. de 
caritatc, § 2, f. 699, p. 52. de Abrahamo, 
§ 19, f. 364, p. 52. f. 367, p. 601. de vic
timis, f. 238, p. 52. de victim as .offerent. 
f. 854, p. 61. § 12, f. 8513, p. 52. de plan
tat. Noro, § 17, p. 53. 1. 2, § 8, f. 249, p. 
54. Qnrostioncs in Gcncsin, 1. 1, § 55, p. 
57. 1. 3,c. 3, (cd. Lips. opp. Philonis, t. 
7, p. 5,) p. 53. Quis rcrum divinarum 
hreres. ~ 16, f. 492, p. 55. Legis allegoria, 
1.1,~12,p.66. 1.2,~7,p.56. §21,p. 
59. l. 3, ~ 33, p. 57. § 73, p. 397. Quod 
detcrior potiori insidiatur, § 6, p. 56. § 7 
p. 60. Quod Deus immutab. § 11, p: 
5~, 58. § 14, p. 58. § 16, p. 66. de prm
mlO et prena, § 7, p. 57. ~ 18, 19, p. 65. 
de Cherubim, § 5, p. 58. dc mi<rratione 
Abrahami, § 16, p. 58. f. 402, p."'59. de 
decalogo, § 22, p. 59, 60. f. 760, p. 62. de 
profugis, § 1, p. 59. § 6, p. 60. § 6, f. 
454, p. 60. § 7, p. 60. ~ 15, 18, p. 66. 
de monarehia, I. 2, p. 407. 1. 2, § 3, p. 64, 
65. f. 816, p. 61. de vita contcmplativa, 
+3, p. 62. de exccrationjbus, § 9, p. 65. 
de mnndi opificio, § 24, p. 396. opp. f. 
186, p. 703. de somniis, 1. 1, f. 580, p. 54. 

Philostratus, 1. 4, fro 200, ed. Morelli, Paris, 
1608; c. 40, f. 181, cd. Olearius,) p.81. 
cp. 58, (ed. Olear. f. 401,) p.31. vita 
Apollonii Tyanensis, c. 6. 29, p. 174. 

Plato, Phredrus, (ed. Bip. vol. 10, p. 285,) p. 
5. de legib. 1. 4, (ed. Bip. yol. 8,) p. 19. 
I. 10, 87, 91, (ed. Bip. vol. 9,) p. 375. 
Timreus, p. 25, 26. Tim. (t. 9, p. 326, ed. 
Bip.) p. 396. de rcpublic. p. 26. 1. 2, (p. 
257) ; 1. 3, (vol. 6, p. 266, ed. Bip.,) p.58. 
Philebus, p.26. [p. 10. 

Plinius, hist. nat.!. 2, c. 4, scqq. ; 1. 7, C. 1, 
Plinius, se('~ epist. 1. 1, ep. 12, 22; 1. 3, ep. 7 j 

1. 6, ep. 24, p. 16. 1. 10, ep. 97, p. 97, 99. 
Plotinus, (anecdota grmen, t. 2, p. 237, ed. Vil

loison, Venet. 1781,) p. 26. Ennead, 1.1. 8, 
C. 121, p. 376. II. 1. 9, p. 369. 1. 10, C. 9, 
p. 29. ilr. 1. 2, p. 406. 1. 7, p. 569, 586. 

Plutarchus 	de superstitione, C. 33, p. 13. 
m:p"l OeultOaqlOviar Kal u:fieoT'f/TO!:, p. 13,14. 
de Iside et Osiride, C. 1, p. 33. c. 20, p. 
23. c. 87, p. 20. C. 71, p. 14. Nou posse 
suaviter vivi secundum Epicnrum, c. 20. 
p. 15. C. 22, p. 21. de Stoicorum rcpug
nantiis, c. 34, p. 16. ,c. 6, p. 18. c. 13, p. 
16. C. IS, p. 22. C. 38, p. 22. de sera. 
numinis vindicta, c. 3, p. 19. de defectu 
oracu]orum, I. 1, C. 2, p. 20. C. 9, p. 21. 
C. 12, p. 28. C. 47, p. 23. adversus Stoi
cos, C. 31, p. 20. Pericles, C. 7, p. 23. 
de Pythire oraculis, C. 9, p. 176. C. 7, p. 
24. C. 24, p. 514. de el apud Delphos, 
c. 20, p. 25. Oratio J, de Alexandri vir
tute sive fortuna, § 6. 10, p.50. Qures
tioncs Platonicre, quo IV. p. 375. de anima. 
procreatrice in Timmo, c. 9, (opp. cd. Hut
tcn. t. 12, p. 296,) p. 376. 

Polybius, 1. 3. 6, c. 6, p. 3. 1. 6, c. 56, p. 6. 
Porphyrius de abstincntia carnis, I. 1, c. 40, 

seqq. p. 385. I. 2, c. 34,-p. 26. vita Plo
tini, p. 27. C. 2, p. 31. C. 16, p.390. 
m:p'i Tilr tIC i.oyiCJv l/!lMC10tpiar, Euseb. prre
par. evang. 1. 4, c. 7, p.31. 1. 5, C. 1, p. 
171. ap. Augustin. de civitate Dei, I. 19, 

. 	C. 23, p. 171. ap. Euseb. demonstrat. 
evang.1. 3, p. 134, p. 171. ep. ad Mar. 
cellam uxorem, C. 18, p. 172. c. 24, (ed. 
Maji, Mil. 1816), p.170. ICaTu Xpuma
vi:Jv Euscb.1. 6, C. 19, p.699. Euseb. b. 
ecel. 1. 6, e. 19, p. 171. 

Pseudosibyllinm, p. 96. 
Seneca, ep. 41 ad Lncil. p. 18. 
Septimius Severns in Digestis, 1. 12, tit. 12, 

§ 14, p. 120. 
Sextus, Gnomm, 12, p. 697. l336, p. 354. 
o.,~ m~j in Eisenmenger, Part~. C. 8, pag. 
Stobmns, Eclogm, 1. 2, C. 1. 11, (ed. Heeren, 

P. n. p. 10,) p. 10. 
Strabo,l. 1, C. 2, p. 7. 1. 16, C. 2, p. 9. 
Suetonius, vita Claudii, c. 24, p. 604. 
Tacitus, Annal. I. 2, C. 85, p. 89. 1. 1 I, c. 

15; 1. 13, C. 32, p. 89. 1. 14, c.42, p. 88, 
268. I. 15, C. 42, p. 96. C. 44, p. 94, 
95. Rist. 1. 2, c. 8, p. 96. 

Themistius, or. 15. Tl~ ~ {3aC1wICCJTaTTJ Ti:Jv 
aptTi:w, p. 116. 

Yarro, pag. 15, p. 86. 
Virgilius, IV. p. 177. 
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