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PREFACE.

Tris little book, which is now offered to the Sindhi scholar, owes
its origin to the Church Missionary Society. I myself had planned
a different reading-book during my stay in Sindh, as I was led to hope,
by the arrangements which had been made by the Corresponding
Committee of the Church Missionary Society at Bombay, with
the Bombay Government, that a whole series of original and native
literature would be printed at the expense of the Government of India.
On my arrival in this country, I found the affairs of the East-
India Company were just passing into the hands of Her Majesty’s
Government, so that the previous arrangement fell to the ground.
The Committee of the Church Missionary Society, however,
anxious to put a stop to the confusion prevailing in respect to the
Sindhi Alphabet, resolved that a reading-book should be printed
at their expense for the use of the Missions in Sindh, which
might exhibit the different alphabets to be used in books intro-
duced into their schools, and in any further translation of the
Holy Scriptures, or other religious books. The ““Standard Alpha-
bet” adopted by the Church Missionary Society has been put in
juxtaposition with the two native alphabets, to exhibit a view of
the whole system.

As is well known to every Sindhi scholar, a great confusion
has hitherto been prevailing in respect to the Sindhi alphabet,
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some having used Sanscrit, others Panjabi, and others Arabic
characters. It would be out of place here to enter into the
different systems which have been laid down for the Sindhi ortho-
graphy, as I hope soon to be enabled, by a liberal Government, to
print my Comparative Grammar of the fourth great Pracrit Dialect
of Indiu, where I shall minutely treat of them.

As the population of Sindh consists of Hindfis and Muhamumia-
dans, two distinct alphabets will be required for them. In respect
to the Muhammadans, all are agreed that only the Arabic character
will do for them. In respect to the Hindiis, two characters have
been proposed, the Samscrit, and the Panjabi. In the Sanscrit
character, the excellent books of the late Captain George Stack,
the first Sindhi scholar, have been printed already, and will be a
lasting memorial to his merits. The Panjabi characters, also, have
been proposed, as some Hindt inhabitants, who have immigrated
from the Panjab, are able to read these characters, and some parts
of the Gospel, &c., have been translated and lithographed by my
excellent brother Missionaries, the Rev. A. Burn and the Rev. A,
Matchett,

It would be going too far here to explain my reasons why I
have followed Captan Stack in using the Sanscrit characters for
the Hind part of the population of Sindh: I must reserve all these
details to the Introduction of my Sindhi Grammar, and will only
mention here, that the Panjabi characters are less fit to be used in
Sindhi than the Sanscrit, the Panjabi letters being already a
corruption from the Sanscrit, and less pliable.

I have quite abstracted from the so-called Banyd character,
which is frequently considered as the original Sindhi alphabet.
I shall show, in its proper place, what these characters are,and how
they have been corrupted from an ancient Sanscrit alphabet, pre-
vailing in the western part of India prior to the shape of the present
Sanserit letters being fixed. That they are now unfit for a book-
character is evident, and an introduction of the necessary charac-
ters from other alphabets would render them extremely ludicrous.
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The national alphabet for the Hindis is the Sanscrit character,
modified according to the different Pricrit dialects which have
grown out of the common mother tongue; and Sindhi is a great
daughter of Sanserit, and has preserved the virtues and facilities of
the ancient mother tongue in a higher degree than any of its

sister Pracrit dialects.

In regard to the Sanscrit alphabet, as it will be exhibited in the
following table, adapted to the peculiarities of the Sindhi language,
I have only to state the discrepancies from the system adopted by
the late Captain Stack, and used in his books. I have deviated
from him only when I was compelled by philological truth so to do,
and I am quite confident that he would have agreed with me had
he had a knowledge of the original mother tongue of Sindhi.

1. It is very embarrassing that Captain Stack has not distin-
guished the two different sounds of g by a different mark, though
he was very well aware of this fact. He thought it unimportant ;
but, in reality, there we have two quite distinct letters, widely differ-
ing from each other in pronunciation, and frequently in derivation
too, so much that a native will never confound one with the other.
It has therefore been absolutely necessary to distingunish both; as,

Td,and T d.

2. The cerebral ¥ (7) I have marked, as it has already been
marked a long time since in all Hindi prints, the naked g being
necessary to express the cerebral 3 (ol), which Captain Stack had
confounded with the peculiar Sindhi 3 (o J), or at least not distin-
guished it from it.

3, The so-called peculiar Sindhi letters, marked by Captain
Stack 3,(!")5 and 3 (_dr), are found, on closer investigation and
comparison with the Sanscrit mother tongue, to be notat all peculiar
Sindhi letters, but derived from Sanscrit according to the analogy
laid down by the ancient Précrit grammarian, Pararuchi, the
dental having been changed into a cerebral by a regular process.
In Sindhi the r inherent in those letters is very quickly pronounced,
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as  in Sanscrit and Précrit occupies the place of a semi-vowel;
e.g. Sanscrit gq putra, becomes in Pracrit gz pulra, or more fre-
quently 9= putta (by contraction); and this again ug puife, as we
really have both forms used in Sindhi, pronounced either pufru
or putti. The same holds good in respect to dr. Wherever the
letters §r or dr ocur in Sindhi, the Sanscrit has them too in their
dental state.

I have had, therefore, nothing else to do but to apply the Pracrit
rule to these letters, and to write them accordingly z and 3.

I may add, that the Bmzyﬁ letters quite agree with this, the
letter D (tr) being the Sanscrit =5 ¢ in its denfal state, as these
letters were not changed after the pronunciation had changed from
the dental to the cerebral.

In respect to the Musalman alphabet, I have adopted the Hin-
distani characters with modifications, for which I alone consider
myself responsible. It is unnecessary to state here my reasons for
doing so, but I leave it to the judgment of every scholar if I have
followed the right track or not. Anybody conversant with the
peculiarities of the Arabic alphabet, knows how difficult it is to
adapt Arabic letters to a Précrit tongue of India. What had
already been fixed to express the cerebral pronunciation, of which
the Arabic is entirely destitute, is gratefully adopted, and I had only
to provide for the marking of those letters which were peculiar to
the Sindhi language.

The greatest difficulty I had to experience was in providing a mark
for the masal n, the so-called Anuswara, in which the Sindhi so
much delights, but of which the Arabic is altogether ignorant, it
being, in Arabic, always a pure dental n. The difficulty is already
great in Hindfsténi, and it has there been expressed rather unskil-
fully, but much more so in Sindhi, where, as often as two vowels
meet, a nasal n is inserted for euphony’s sake. The way in which
T thought to be able to express it was to put the sign of the hamza
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above the n, as L'));T aw, to hint thereby that » is not dental, but
nasal, and approaching a hamza, with a nasal inclination. But if
anybody knows a better substitute for it, he is at perfect liberty to
use it. It is a mere contrivance, and may be left out in native
prints. At the end of a word thc dot of the (., may also be

(24

dropped, as ué“{

As the distinction beween ¢ and 4 is somewhat difficult for a
beginner, especially a European, and, for the understanding of the
language, all important, I have put the sign of * above the s, to ex-
press the sound of 4, in contradistinction f'rom_; #, for which two
sounds the Arabic alphabet has only one letter. For natives this
distinction would be unnecessary, or would be only occasionally
used to obviate a misconception.

As in Arabic the letter (s with two points has been used to
express the long 7, and without dots, or with a kamza, to express
the short z, we use the same w1th or without dots, to express the
short or long ¢ in Sindhi: e.g. :.Sb\-@ 5 handi, “apot;” oblique case,

/0/

GM hdndi-i; J he, “ this,” iz hi-a, fem,

To distinguish _s 7 from ¢, for which the Arabic alphabet has no
provision, I have introduced the sign of L;for e, which may likewise
be discarded in native prints, if it should not be found necessary
or convenient.

Amongst the consonants 1 have only to advocate the shape of
«¥ for the peculiar Sindhij. As a distinctive mark on the &f
was hardly practicable, I affixed it below, following, in some way,
the practice of the Afghén language. I have fully convinced
myself that this sign will completely answer its purpose, and prevent
any confusion.

We now give the Sindhi alphabet in the Sanseri¢, Hinddsténs,
and Roman system; the last with the distinctive marks, as con-
certed with Dr. Lepsius. (See 2d. Edit. Stand. Alph.)
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I. CONSONANTS.

Dentals.

Labials.

Ol v e,

R ..

l'ﬂz\(ldh;ns.§lr..._l‘§z§ (_gB

PrACRrIT. SINDpHI. ArAgtc,
= R
Faucals. { ...jsa . . e e c
‘ A 23 h
® §| T T T 7
Gutturals. { 3] ,.e,{ 4 ,gf iu/b &3 K} ¢
E thig gﬂiﬁ, 7 q pa
¥ 8% W B S g B
Palatals. {C Az T &= 5 T3 z
¢ |y jnlon v d
2 3 3T T T T T
Cerebrals. { < ,@,J 3§28 ¥ 3
¢ thid dhon r d
{ A9 7 ¥y A ¥ WL

%a oA T 7 | (W
‘ ' /
U«yw‘eey 2 i
p ph| b W m v b S

l \

In respect to the purely Arabic or Persian letters, they are con-
sidered as foreign in Sindhi, and no regard is paid to their original
pronunciation. They are therefore expressed by Sindhi letters
according to the received pronunciation of such letters in India.
As for instance, ¢ and & are given by g and @, or a dot may be
added to @, to signify ¢ ¢ is not at all expressed, and & by mr;
be simple &, or & with a dot, &. In the purely Arabic dentals,
the b is generally given by simple &; (&, e, b, by =; and

3, 8, generally by &, which is also occasionally the case with s

and b,

bbj e s dd

|
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II. VOWELS.

The Sindhi language, as a genuine off-shoot of the ancient
Précrit, has a great many vowels and vowel-changes, simple vowels,
Guna vowels, and Vriddhi vowels; of which the Arabic is partly
destitute.

(a.) Simple Vowels.

Short. ‘ Long. Short. Long. Short. | Long.
LA ® & ® N OFE NG
A T ST P T 2
« | a i @) u i

(b.) Guna Vowels.
Long. Long.
T () =Y
] o

(c.) Vriddhi Vowels.
Long. Short.
2 (%) [t (9
Y
ai (ed) | au.

The sign for the nasality of a vowel is called Anuswara, and is
expressed in Sanscrit by a dot above the line, as in f§=t, and in the
character of the standard alphabet “as %i5; e.g. a, %, #, and, long,
a, 7, @

- Inorder to give a survey of these three systems, we subjoin the
following piece in all the three characters.



1. —~Hinp0 CHARACTER.

fefeRe weme &fd wrfee ® 30 o=t =E
MR | s gqur o - fefw SR g= e
a gfu &t wnfwfa . fe7 @z wfex afe
st 99 ot S=ar y@iE s g ¥ dfafq
3 famw & 1T FRis ¥ {6 qiT SE AR
at wiud fas @ fefafew ufe ey &t am
SLHEE TR E R i

II.—MusaLMAN CHARACTER.

% s Cr, s O
RNV TP I T G RV SE FRS ¢
- 9 P B { N X
&Q// 3‘ u—@ RV d\> Ulb )o L5J b & ‘_go ,.bbjjm
s 9 5-./; v s P
s &>J?~ il U‘.\-)w"’ 3"“")‘” K u‘ u—s) L) L.)J AE\) 9& Ub
e =
g P

u»b ez ‘_,;g) U.o\.x( Lgaim U.\,a @gf:.; o Yy

- //

C,/ - - [

£ od o O G658 e e &b Gl
3)3/ ;s;"**J @%{

IIT. STANDARD ALPHABET.

Hikive patiaha kahi zahida khé vags @é6 & Gawre mula fi sarc-
paki dine.  Hikiré éora huna kdla to sudhy lahi 1aliéi k. Hina
la¢ zahida vaté vahi wna jo beléaps dhunéai & pada fe ritin
Je sikhana mé sambhara kidi the jesi tdi inahi vata sG dan@i

thio, ta hikiria rag safhit lahi vago khawi bhadi vio.



SINDHT SELECTIONS

IN THE

HINDU CHARACTER.

L

IEY N1 TR Wl 3 W {9 @
feat st ufosw © f% @t - @l TRy T Wi
TR T I9 "y EeiE gE - @i fauni e =R
Hfad ard sy # Sfau 3w #g # =€ FHau
fg Wz §@ ey ¢ <fE HAT SR SHfa 94 A
39 Hfad ufdw it Sfwafo =it Ffad e
3t SeETE W - fE GREE § §EEl R W

T3 R 9A W femmaw fafyn agft
| WE R -

SEE A1 Forg Wt fafef i wuwEar WR
sTRY T WA R =E 9E W '(ialiiﬁ ad
T8 |/ WY Q¢

II.
w5E Y AT T Iq@EA H ¥ 7 wifawE
3 figfq ®§ g 9 fig "g@fa St =i
farwefa # w=it (=S @ agafw i wfawg

B
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T ATAT 18 AT f/9 WrE. °7 W@ q 99 A
ar shwce # it g7 © g9 s g -
fem mmfes azﬁ qUg mfa'mg T|HFR H f“'eﬁ
SER B fm&rﬁw |qrqH -

v HﬁFﬁ H=F A a‘gﬁ'f Fifgafa @ Wﬁr
® TS R USIE d AHIE T srg faa fw'w,
9% « 3afa fasfa @ FEEE W AqETA # A
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ﬁ?i\ﬂgag% fafest rfa | HF 7 S At
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¥ WS W g7 § FurE -

afsfE 'é'fra wqafT § Ty wew wiE a
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FT € 99 §@ wEl g faqifa o wis fufw
T R St O wEl ¢+ g arfqww St
o @ ﬁn A A qﬁﬂa # T g'cnm
.ﬁ’rfaﬁsrmr o+t = JdT @ | ﬁn’ag
T8 & Sd A9f [ T3y ¢ T an § feh
T gu §ET T =E aft ;< tawww
SAH AR AAA N Tl g R A ws gwisi &
uE i gerra @ e g faista | o
S = {T - WU H WA T q 2
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Ffz ® FAAT O I 4 U A I H A -
Tt «

gafa & Tt wi W iy @ gerde s el
fww{ TF § TEA H gy ot few @ 9@
@t @ I T8 & 9§ A § 7g = fAf
H st W) = ua fog S @ @ WS @
§ gaC 7 fasxt fegq wifw st 30E I ®
AN @ " fagfa - & oot 9% € T &
A ® 4 uaafa fafag ¥ =@t fasn =@
2T F AW qra I fewy a §1 i |@igsy
Afes @i =973 g2 X W@ S icA fafar @i
wETgfa '@ gl faw srgg“f gﬁa fear @
AgEfq 37§ w9 f6= g er Ay €
wEfa § { Ffaw Hfaw 97 Jq@R H
=% afE F e fady =i 6 @t Her e,
I § Ueielt S AywA FAT S g §Hi,
Arae fauiy
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T wiE © EE O Wwie ud w o @TE W ‘T
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uT BUE W AIW ®@i uiE 9 39 SR E)
fasmaTs 3% ® fafar w5 sn:m H ofud
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w’ifa'qffa IIW AR R | AN W G
=€ THUS W 3fE 95 3T wfW q 7 I | AE
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Wzamﬂsaamsﬁaﬁmaagg
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ANNOTATIONS TO SORATHE.

1.
g m. ‘a string of verses’ (Sansc. TH:)
*3 '&j’tﬂ etc. The reading of the MSS. gives no clear sense.
I p1~3pose, therefore, to read, T gt etc, ‘having his arms
bound as a sacrifice,) a well-known oriental expression of deep
respect.
arﬁwﬁ, adj. ‘liberal, munificent,” from E{r?ﬂjc or i{rr}{:ag ‘a

giver of presents.’ Sansc.

IL
qdFS a’ig it is not clear what island is meant: the name of
Ceylon is Sarandip, and can, etymologically, not be derived from
it. #&g or ¥&g is a name of Siva, and dFF 3"}3 is properly
the island of Siva. =¥9g, adj. ‘not giving way ; imperturba-
ble,, =, f. ‘sway; dominion.’
ereeTy (it ought to be printed into one word in the text)
‘ gifted with wisdom,’ pers,, ut‘s::g, m. ‘the pain or sorrow of

other people.
1L

-qrrcri or 'qfrm§ f. ‘eccentricity ; extravagance,’ (in a good
sense) D '@(smz @17 having caused to ascertain the worthy

and unworthy ones: @1g and 1§ taken substantively.



2

fafa wm 3afa e ‘there thirty meals are distributed’
fasfzfa in the MSS. is apparently wrong: I propose to read,
gfgfq ‘divide:” the ‘crowds divide food,’” which gives a more
consistent meaning.

yiw, ‘danghter, the 7 is lengthened on account of the verse,
and in afex shortened for the same reason. 37tT faat
having the 32 qualities (of accomplishment). =tz f. ‘a girl.”
(In the text 7 ought to be read.)

IV.

wifas, m. ‘ruby; the HindG women besmear their teeth with
safflower; thence the comparison. Eﬁa", f. ‘the full moon;
“she is like the full moon.

fg=l, part. conj. fza}; the reading in the MSS zmmrfa & f.
is odd: a mistake must have crept in here, and I cannot make out
any sense. I propose, therefore, to read, ardafa ¥, ‘having seen
her in her swaddling clothes, all were pleased.’ Eﬁ or 94, pret.
part. pass. ¥HJ or WEZ or HEY, ‘horoscope.”  We have here

a faithful piece of Hinduism.

V.

%, m. ‘worship;’ the pundit in opening the books (Veds)
bows down to them. ¥, adj. ‘grave; heavy.

g is left in the singular, on account of the verse, instead
of wi¥. These trespasses on grammatical accuracy, I am sorry
to say, are not weighed by Sindhi poets, if the rhyme is at stake.
g% @ in the MSS. is appaerntly erroneous and senseless : [
propose to correct, F@ F&E, ‘a scream will go round in the
castle. =13 717 is likewise incongruous; I emendate, nm, plur.

¢uproar, tumult,” which gives a far better meaning.
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VL
Instead of &, read gy, m. “sport; FULF m. ‘noise,

tumult (of an army). N

wfew in the MSS. seems to be an error, as there is no such
verb in Sindhi. I read, therefore, ®fe=l, ‘the name asked for
her was Sorathé, Sorathé is a famous name in Sindhi poetry: a
most beautiful piece in the Shaha-jo-Risais, is known by the name
of Sorathé. Thence Sorathé also signifies a Ragini, or a certain
musical note, with which these pieces, known by the name of

Sérathé, were sung, or rather declaimed.

VIIL

Read here again, afes, instead of afy=l.
WA is the voc. ‘O Lord.’ wE m ‘good reputation.’

féz. the u is shortened on account of the metre, instead of fé=
A = o

VIII.

@fz'g in the MSS. is the same as %2y, or 323, which latter
is the more correct way of writing, the Sansc. word being
F, ‘ family, household.

fezifa . ¢ conversation ; chatting.” ®ATT, m. ‘measure ; means.”
7 m. ‘counsel. fawtain the MSS. gives no meaning : I correct,
therefore, 1331% 32} ‘let us take counsel, sitting in secret.’

P )
g4t is the Arab, aeols.
IX.
u#t in the text is a misprint; read, 3t. wzfw f. ‘agreement.

« Having taken counsel, they came to an agreement, or conclusion.’
D (=]

Instead of FrEwl, read TIFHI-
Instead of #g, read ‘fg. wifq®l, m. ‘human state generally;

manhood or womanhood.” The sense of the verse is, they will
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care for her (or bring her up) where (with whom) she will reach
womanhood. They did not like to kill the infant girl ; they pre-
ferred to expose her and leave it to chance, if any body would pick
ber up. #fg is not a mere pleonasm, ‘she must show her wrfaa
in her face, by becoming (as it is hinted by ljfg) a fine young
woman.’

Note, that #fg is the locative of qT.
-1 3

X.

In s;nasfsﬁ the ¢ has been shortened on account of the rhyme,

instead of g1@=®t. This verse is very beautiful and picturesque.

XI

F@iF is a misprint, instead of FFiH Y is a misprint,
instead of i, ‘ the women.’ wg im. plur. “tears; ®T in the
text is apparently carelessly written instead of wg.  #ifwzifq
is a misprint, instead of ®fwzmd, f. ‘a present given on taking
leave; a sort of viaticum, generally consisting of sweetmeats, but
also, as the case may be, of more valuable presents.’

aral, £, ‘a mother’s sister.” ==Y, the contracted abl. case

lur. alwavs used in such like expressions, % thowsands.
P y

XIL

FT 7T or JfT afe, an exclamation either of grief or of affir-

mation. WFUFY, verb. caus. ‘to distribute; to lay about.’

XTI,

ALY V. caus. ‘to make to swim.” ‘The box, into which they
had laid many jewels, they put upon the river.
ifq is a misprint, instead of sifa.

With the third line the story jumps over to a quite different
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relation. There is apparently a break here, as we have now here
the story of Réae Diachu, where S6rathé ceases to be the heroine.
The verses are very ancient, but the bards who recited them
have lost the connexion. Ihave three different relations of Sérathg
and Rie Diachu, and only from a comparison of all the current
tales we may come to some distinct idea of what the poets have
sung concerning their sad story. The account which is given in
Stack’s Sindhi Grammar (Appendix) is rather a confused one, and
is composed by a Brahmin, rather to account for the verses, than
to explain them. These verses of Sorathé, in a more or less con-
fused order, are known throughout the length and breadth of
Sindh.

T 3\3?11'5, ‘the potter Ratnii; in Stack’s relation the name
is written T  Ratni, who found Sorathé and brought her up,
promised to marry her to Aneraé (who, according to some, was
her own father), but Rae Diachu snatched her away, and thence
arose a war between Aneraé and Rae Diachu. Aneraé besieged
Rae Diachu in his fortress of Girinare, and, as he could not take
it, he resolved to get rid of his adversary by other means.

=HT‘§ i‘ﬁtﬁ etc. are confused words, and so is the following,

as the context is here abruptly broken off.

XIV.

This verse, in its present state, is unintelligible; two different
verses have apparently flown together.
XV.
The corruption of this verse is equally great: there is no clear
meaning, as the verses are jumbled together from memory. The
Sindhi bards can say from memory hundreds of verses, without

understanding the meaning of one of them. Instead of arTrar
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it is perhaps better to read Amai, f. ‘lustre;’ ‘in whose face is
lustre.” Instead of f1}, read fwst. Instead of ¥ar, read WAt
and instead of Q?.;E, read 33. In order to make out any sense,
it would be the best to join the line fsfsg! ete. to the preceding

verse, and to read thus:

=2} 7 =z feai mifswfa @ w1z
fa\-g'? Yz A fafw fast waw =i

Anerésg, ina fit of gallantry (as it seems from our text, which is
certainly very defective,) asks his Vagzirs if there is some brave
man.

‘“To whom, having mounted and having spurred on (@i
shortened instead of wre), the Arab horses (I read st instead
of wT&l), [ may give a blow:

“In whose face is lustre, having met with them, I will put them
to the test, O brave man!’

Verse XV. would then begin with =571¥ in the vocative, ‘O
Aneris ! the signs of the thing,” (read wrT plur. of wr®), which
thou askest are these.”

The meaning of wiAT is unknown to me: it is perhaps

tusked from the Hindi, ®|inm ‘a tusk’

XVL

Instead of St&3, read ‘a?”e:hﬁ', as adv. ‘all around the same,’
as <UL, likewise used adverbially.

Instead of @13, read g@i®.  The MSS. seldom distinguish
between short and long vowels. '

@7 is a misprint instead of #&. 7, which stands in the MSS.,
seems to be a mistake for ®.

N . o
w0, m. ‘a captain or chieftain.
-1



o~
[

XVII
Tfedt is a misprint instead of TFH. THS, m. ‘an attack’
< ‘ Ser A Y
7RF m. ' quiver; from the Pers. U
@, m. ‘hero.” Read 3ag instead of W‘é’i&
'sg\f(g, ete. is the vocative, addressed to the Vazir, as Aneraé

is too prudent to expose himself,

XVIIL

It is perhaps better to read fazfgw instead of Hfd frw.
gfy gives no proper sense: I propose, therefore, to read, Y, f
“fight; battle” The first % in 9f®% ought to be shortened, as
g, ‘let us compete for the sake of the battle.” Instead of
the nom. g3, the vocative ought to be read ¥3. 23 is an

Y -l
honourable term, generally addressed to a Brahmin, ¢ O Dév of
conspicuous honour " 3®E seems to be shortened from 3N,
m. ‘a foreign country.’ 3, v. a. “to throw; to fling. (F:I,HTE

is a misprint for ®aTE, the Arab. Jbs.

XIX.
Read ¥33fq and s@tefq. The meaning of this line is some-
what obscure. It seems to be a proverb, ¢ where the black bees
gather together (and lay up their honey) the hermits send up a

sweet smell (by burning the bee-hive, in order to get the honey).’

XX.

This verse, as it stands in the MSS,, is quite unintelligible. In
order to get out any meaning, we iust guess at the probable read-
ing: I propose to read thus,

Ty wreeg foe Tiew faar siw

‘A fine man (else) quiet, he becomes a helper and quick hero.
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The whole is a characteristic of Rae Diachu, or the tusked khan-
gharu. .

In the second line read 'g% instead of ﬁ%, and Wit instead of
urd. ‘He is graceful in all respects, in face and feature sedate
(or grave).

In the third line read wr® instead of T,

‘He is erect, noble, and carries a spear on the shoulder.’

XXI.

#Z Ferur= %1z A1 g¥E. The sign of the genitive and dative
is often dropped when it is found inconvenient for the metre.
Tx=, f. ‘levelling to the ground.” Instead of arg\:ﬁ, read ag\'g‘}

XXIL

In the second line read wifesst instead of wifafy wt.

In the third line the words, as\they stand in the MSS,, give no
seuse: we propose to read thus:

st #f¢ w7 F AR I Arg 93
¢ Straight is the fortune of him who bows there, (having scaled the
battlements of the castle). =# is an allusion to =71 #ar.  We

have here also the name of the poet, Nathii. He introduces him-

self according to a general eastern custom.

XXIIIL

In the first line we must correct thus, W&t H?-‘l':f; ‘let us bend
the barrels. In the second line read gl% instead of 3:1‘2'. ;ﬁ'gzgr,
‘to demolish.’

In the third line read §T&t (‘ completely, thoroughly,’ as adv.)
instead of ¥1¥g. @WUR is a mistake for wmzl, ‘directly” 1In

sdae, the Anuswara is not in its place; YarY, v. a. “to shake.’
49
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In the fourth line it may ke better, according to the context, to

read also the plural fag€ instead of the sing. fasg.
\ AN

XXIV.

Separate BRI MgY ‘old is the fortress of Girinari” @ gives
no sense: I prop(\)se to read IZ ‘there resides’ ¥ of the
MSS. is senseless : read qF or A, adj. ‘ courageous.’ oY, m,
‘ proof (of friendship).” nwufs, m. ‘the master or rider of an
elephant.” sjry, m. ‘a crowd,’ especially a body of fakirs, moving
about in their pilgrimage (freat and not w19, as in the text.)
Instead of wt®, read w3t This verse is apparently not in its

proper place.

XXYV.

This verse is very corrupted, and we must undertake consider-
able corrections to get out any meaning. There is apparently
another gap in the narration, as the story jumps at once over to
Bichalii, who, after the useless siege, is sent to ask the head of Rae
Diachu.

Instead of the senseless ®ifgmr in the text, we correct féw,
‘having given up all courage in their heart, the vazirs come
again.’ &fge is a lengthened form instead of the prosaic =3
Instead of ®§ read Bz ‘quick’ Instead T, read =i
Instead of &, read @%i, ‘straight” Read separately g %g,
“look straight out for the country of the patient (or Higit tusked)
Khanghari.” In w&3 put an Anuswar on the &, 2d per. sing. ‘O
confidential man, thou understandest the secret: having killed him,
come back again.' Instead of ", read ®1t; and instead of AT,

read :ﬁzu.
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XXVIL
Instead of 3, I propose to read w1, ‘let us make the edge
(of our swords) excellent.’
The fourth line undoubtedly has been misplaced: it is against
the sense of the context, and against the metre: I feel, therefore,
inclined to strike it out here. At any rate, instead of ®ur must

be read #wi.

XXVIL

This verse likewise is in a sad confusion : it strikes me that the
first line must be drawn over to the preceding verse, as it stands
in no connexion with the following lines. Jatwr gives no sense :
I propose to read, A

33 921 fafaq, ‘ having given a very large bribe.’

sy, m. *God.

The last line, in its present state, is quite confused, as the whole

verse.
XXVIIL
73, . ‘ property ;' ‘ having expended thousands of his property.
The second line is thoroughly corrupted and unintelligible.

In the third line read 35t instead of =

XXIX.

Separate mfu 7 Wiy, there is no intelligence and no remem-

brance (of what happened during those years.) wify, f ‘flight;
desertion.

The fourth line is again doubtful: I propose to read,
1Y fa e (or better Arw) & T Wi yfe ffearfe

‘The women also continued making coquetry (or dances) with
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the tambourine in Garinariitself: so ineffective was the siege, that

the women did not lay aside their usual amusements.

XXX, XXXI
These two verses are altogether misplaced, and so awfully cor-
rupted, that I am not able to get out any probable meaning with-

out altering the wlole.

XXXIL
In the first it will be necessary to emendate thus:
AT @A /N

‘having taken excellent shields; and in the second line read, to
restore the metre, 27t ¢ in heaps:” ‘they went on throwing cannon-
balls in heaps on Girinari.’

In the third line read {4t (‘ being deeply employed zealously)”
instead of st

XXXIIL
In the first line we must alter the words thus:
sia afie wmfzwn Mdfq, ete.

‘By the brave man lakhs and thousands of balls were, like a
shower of rain, thrown.

The words, as they stand in the text exhibit no sense.

In the second line I would read ®zeY instead of e, at times.

In the third line it seems better t<; read fAGT HHAT Y1T, ‘ make
the edge of your swords sharp.’

In the fourth line ?f!g is doubtful : T should read 'Ti'sj, ‘having

fought that time, he went away, giving up the strife.’

XXXIV.,
In the first line read ¥t instead of §yul.  Wigw, ‘a coward,’
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seems out of its place: in reference to verse 32 we may, perhaps,
better supply here Jg, m. ‘ lion.

The second line is again more than doubtful: the first half of
it is plain enough, but the other half is lame and against the
metre: but we have heard thus, is not in its proper place. I feel
inclined to emendate thus, 1@ 3fy fés, which will correspond
with the preceding metre: ¢ appea\,sing his mind and his soul’ (i. e.
the rage of).

1], ‘a small window or lattice."

Trgy, f. “a field where vegetables are sown; a green field”

XXXV,

The verses are unconnected, and it is therefore difficult to make
out to whom they refer. In the first line I should propose to
emendate =s‘<’e§ instead of =ral. NS, ‘an attribute of God;
the imperceptible.” Instead of #, read 4 i

In the third line read fs=i, ‘if I live, then may I be remem-
bered (famous).” wifs or wrefz, adj. ad, ‘if [ die, there is a
place (for me) in Paradise.” 3%z m. ‘Paradise.’

In the fourth line read again F’f‘\instead of 4, and yat instead
of wrm.

XXXVL

<0 proud Anerié, give up the war!’

In the second line ®mI @at® is vocative, ‘O Khan and nobles!’
Ty is the Arab. wolsd.  Separate =zf®, ‘I have no way or

means to fight.’
XXXVIL

Second line, read WRTFI—=_J3.& I, ashrafi.

Third line, == is a frequent vulgarism instead of wsh.
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Instead of 7tawT, read fygrw The words fygra ®i must be
struck out: they are nothing but an explanation of Tg WY ®i.

XXXVIIL

¥19g was by profession a g bard and reciter of poems:
they practice also music and dancing.

In the second line WATIE is a misprint instead of fem=.

In the fourth line I propose to read &L, ‘ corner,’ instead of
#1g; read FfFQ instead of fHfAT, “having taken the fiddle

from the corner, make smart speeches.’

XXXIX.

In the first line I propose to read T3, *jealousy,” instead of 33,

which is not a Sindhi word at all, 7
XL.

The first line, though in itself clear, is out of place liere, as being
against the metre. @ Tfafy Ay, ‘haste to the end,’ 7. ¢ ‘ make
haste to come to your journey’s end (to Rai Diachu’s castle.)
TES el Wi, ‘it is the chat of wisdom (to ask his head),” q. ¢.
¢if you behave prudently, you will get it.’

XL1.
These lines are addressed by Bichald to Rai Diachu,
¥¢ wifea =Y, ‘an oath of God,” a well-known Oriental way of
swea:ing, which is used in the most trivial affairs.
urarad, f. ‘the race or tribe (of bards).” fefe, f. ‘a quarter
(of the earth).” wzY far st wg, ‘enduring (taking by his pro-
mise upon himself) the devotion of his own head.
XLIL

¢ Never know I to say scandal and abuse with the mouth.’
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7 imitative sound of the string of the fiddle.

AL

"IEY, or more commonly IR, ‘to praise, to applaud.’

XLIIL

First line, gf@sw, v. n. ‘ to be delighted.’

The second line is difficult to interpret: I translate thus:

< The man, having gained blandishments (see in the preceding
verse ®ignd,) and having bound the tie (of friendship with the
bard,) was overcome.” Or it may also be translated thus: ¢ Would
that the man, having bound the tie of friendship, may be overcome
lastingly.’” That s should be here translated as adv., the follow-
ing verse seets to point out. Ty is in the latter case neutral,

‘o last’ (see the Hindi ®zaT.)
The third we translate thus: * Who has no sloth, even as much

as a mole, has also no fear.” =gg, f. ‘sloth, indolence,” Arab.

XLV.
TS, ‘a tax gatherer.” ‘T will take, like a tax-gatherer, his
head and bind it up, (i. e.as my due).
w7t §31, ‘he his continually (lastingly) coming.’
¢ When Khanghari will come again, continuing to press his
desire (for music.)
XLVI.
3fz or 9T, £ ‘time.’ gt shortened from FgHA, ‘dyed with
the colour of the safflower; bright red. The Hindustani is )@J
or guw; Sans. FaEw. fa’g‘lg, m. ‘early morning; dawn of

day.’ =gy, f ‘clamour; scream.
XLVIL

g9, ‘ discourse, (it refers to Syurr). faarg, f ‘guitar.’
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The third line I translate thus:

“Give up (would that) the upper-storied houses in the woods:
vigour is broken down (by staying too long in bed), and from the
cradle (or bed) comes loss.’

XLVIIL

|zrEy, m. ‘light!  waifa, £ ¢ early morning.

W9 ‘a respectful address—Sir.’ fafq sifa ‘it is their nature
(to give by hundreds).” The plural is used here respectfully, re-
ferring to TS

XLIX.

wirzrE ‘he gets made a place in front of the great man, and
of the sun ’ (an Oriental exaggeration.)

g2 3 cte. WYY ATWTR & KAl  After =it we must make a
stop: ‘O thou good man, endure this burden, (i. e. cutting off the
head).

L.

fafe fafc an imitative sound of the razor in shaving.

3Iz4t or 3§, adj. ‘rising like the sun; resplendent; bright.

ﬂrfgg, m. ‘sun. TATE or ITF, m. ‘ gate; door.

The verse is incomplete ; the other lines are missing in the MSS

LI

Ty 7g ‘ to talk over one’s circumstances.”
w 7 wifafa gfemy, thou art not to be gratified with Arab

horses.’
gi. m. ‘lord, husband (shortened from wufa.)

LIL

These lines are addressed by Sorathé to Bichalu.

q2igt m. ‘a silk dress.” @3@), m. ‘stable.



16

LIIL
wafyw, . ‘adopted daughter.” =&t &, ‘ to perform; to act;’

a Hindustani phrase. I, m. frisk ; spring; vagary.’
A

LIv.
fasg, £ ‘solicitation; request; Hindustani L——\:«o, JTAAT,
‘not weighed; immeasurable,
LV.
%ﬁz_\a\s,, m. ‘a kind of sedan, with two poles.’ fﬁg?g, m. ‘ the
time of morning ;' fagifs is the locative, “in the morning.’
LVL
tmmEg, ‘a painted or decorated room; a state room. ‘O
Raja, thou art in a decorated room, the Jajik (bard) sits on the
(bare) ground.” These words are addressed to Rai Diachu by
Sérathé. 3%, f. a stringed instrument, a sort of lute. ‘He
has played with his hands, and thou, brave man, hast heard his
lute” She tries to persuade her husband that the bard will be

satisfied with horses and a new saddle.

LVIL
Faist, m. ‘fiddler; mg m. ‘bait.” The fiddler laid a bait
for him. g &MY ‘to sustain life.”
LVIIL
St@TQ, adj. ‘abundant’ ¥ is an exclamation, generally de-
noting grief or horror.
LIX.

woml, adj. strong; powerful’  #A@, m. not a term of re-
J g; P q

proach (as it has become now), but denoting the cultivators or
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peasants generally ; ®tq denotes, on the other hand, the landed
nobility. The whole relation between sW# and LG bears a close

affinity to our feudal system. (¥7=Getae, Goths.)

LX.
This last verse is of great poetical beauty.
Pluck no flower of Girinari: all the beggars will curse thee:
Hundred, hundred companions, O Sorathé, stand up and condole
thee:
Brothers, nephews, the whole army, friends, shed tears:
Having adorned the head, they give it to the bard.

The women fill their jars: at night the Raja has gone off’!

Note.—I have purposely abstained from introducing my own
corrections into the text, even in such places where the words, as
they stand in the text, are utterly unintelligible. By chance, some
other copy may turn up in Sindh, and by comparing the two texts
together, the probable meaning may be established on a surer basis
than on a mere guess. The total absence of all diacritical marks
in the MSS., as few as there are, and the utter neglect of long or
short vowels, causes great difficulty and perplexity in deciphering
them.

I have been able to collect only four pieces written in Sansc it
characters :

1. Lalit Udird (half Sindhi and Panjabi.)

. Sorathe.

(&)

3. Sasul.

4. Kamasine and Kamarapi..

They are all in a deplorable state as regards accuracy of
writing, which, in fact, was a matter of downright impossibility

characters destitute of diacritical marks altogether.
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HOW T0O MAKE BOYS LEARN THEIR LESSONS.
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