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OF 

11ON. H E N R Y  R .  G I B S O N ,  

The IIonse having andor co.isir!eration the l~i l l  (6. 1477) amending secti,sns 
2 ant1:l of an act elltitlccl "An act granting gcusions to soldiers R I I ~siliiors 
mllo are  incnpnt'itsted far tile l?erformance of mnnxal labor, snd,l~rorii!.ing 
for PEIISIO~St o  W ~ ~ O T T - S ,1ni110r childrerl, and dependent parents,' apl:rorcd 
June 27, 1890-

nfr. GIBSON saicl: 
Mr. SPEI~IER:When the act of 1893 v a s  l~assedi t s  first g rmt  

object was to grant l~ensions to thosc soldiers who, in consequence 
of their inability- 

Nr. C0.X. Before my colleague proceeds further, will he give 
nw f hi.; infnrrnntiori--

Mr. COX. And tila1cdmlnittee 11:~sa day for the co11.-ideration 
of t!ii3 ljili? 

lir. GLi3SON. XG,5 : ~ ;t ho  days 171ssigi1cII 119the rule are for 
~-ri-i,,i,telje~lsion bills. a'llic; is a p11b11~or general bill. 

The inail; object of tile act of IEiP,). Xr .  Spe:~Ber, was to pension 
t':ose so!c?iers \~,!;o were r-inable to conne~tt their clisabiljty with 
Arrrly service and to pension tlleir widows if left poor. Tile Elen 
w!lo l>asxei! the bill ga\-e it  tllnt con~t?iictin;~,The then Colx~llis- 
sio11i.r of Pensions, Green 13. E a u ~ i l ,in a n  o d e r  wliich ile madeon 
the 12th of October, 1890, gnTe tiintcon:;tructic;~~ to thestatnte; and 
.that ccnstrl .~~tionohtaiucd in the Fension Bureau down to June  
0, 1833, when \17illianl Lochren, Coln~ilissio~ler of Pensiol~s ~ulc!er 
Mr. Cleveland's Administr;~tioil. liladc a different order. 

135S1S OD XhTIXGS-ORDEILS 1Gi AKII 225. 

The fixlnr~of ratings after the passage of the act of Julie 27, 
1830,by Order 101, mas as folloms: 

Ordcr Xo. 1%. 
Ur,ranmxew~OP INTEFIIOR, OF PI~XSIOKS.BVI~EATT 

~ I ~ ~ ~ l i l 7 i y ~ o 1 1 ,D.C., Octobei. 15, 1S30. 
In regard to  fising ratcs of pcnsions under the act of Jnnc I ,  18%):
'F11a.i:all claimnnts nnrler the :;c&oi June 27, lPJil, shorr~iil- a lncriial ospliys- 

iczi disnb;iity 07 tiissbilitios of n. :)orrnasi?nt charactor, no$tlie i.eb~ilt of tlYei~ 
o.sn v~c ;ous  habit?, n?id ivi1icl1 incal~aritato thci:l fro111 tho l;eri'nrmnncc of 
m:tl;uu! Inbui.. seilciormg them un:%ble in ens11 n drgrce asto  c arn 8, s u p i ~ o ~ t 

v;cn!d bo ri~tcLi i'oi.l~ioi. laws at  0:.aboro 9; and Itass than "1'2, shell be 
~ l i i ~ l c r  

mted the sn:nc as 1i:icilic;8,l,i!lties of dcrricc oriqili and th:~t  all ca'isw sshowirig 

a ~jclii;ion:tbie disability \~-l~icii,  
i f  of scrrice oriiin,'\vonld ho rated atorebox-o 
$12 per nlcnlh, shall b3 i'ntecl a t  512 lJor ~nolltli. 

GREEN B. R1lUMII: Co~izn~issioi~e~. 
Approve<: 

O P a c s  BUSSEY,Assis tc in t  BCCI.CZ~LI~. 

Cnder t h i s  b?neficent order a!l disabilities wcrerntcd as t!loi~gh 
of service origin. up to and inciuding $12 k t  ~llontll; sod, as a result, 
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nocomplaints of ineqnalltyor injnstice came froin the old soldiers 
dnring Harrison's Administration as to  the constractloll of the act 
of l89a. 

On June  9,1895, after Mr. Cleveland became Prasident, an order 
was issued which changed the Rantri ratings of pensions under the 
act of June 27, 1890, and which order has been ever sines, a r ~ d  is 
now, in force. This order is as follows: 

Order No. 2%. 
DEP~RT:<I~~NTOF TEE INTERIOII,BCRE.LU O F  PESSTOXS, 

TTic1~7liligful~, 9 ,  1,993.L). C., J L S ~ L ~  
As to  acijudicating and fixing rates of pensions cuder the act of Jniie 27, 

,t.n,,.
IOii". 

1. A claiin for ensi ion llllder the second rection of the ac: of .Tur?e 27,1397, 
can only be allo;ved ulmn 1;rcoi of mclltal or l~hysica! dicability of l?e?m?-
nont cl~nmcter. not the resnit of the claim:tr~t's o\vnvicious habits. incnyacl- 
t-ling b i ~ n  for tho pi.rforrri;mce of r~ia~iiiallabor in snch a degrcc a? to 1.eilder 

11irr1 611:~hle to  ear< n snpport. 


2. No specific injnry or disability can, as such, ha;-c a pensionnl!le rating 

nnder illat act. nor ho coasiilered otherwise than as i t  affects tlic capacity of 

the claimant to  perform ordinary r?unnnal inbo~ .  


3. l'roof that  tho disability is not the result of tho claimant'a owl1 vicj,o~~s 
hni~itsis ?cc(uisite. and t!leretoro of tllo ol.lgnl the causes aild circi~~nstnucei 

&oftho dissbil~ty shbuld bn siiowll by tho evidence furnislred in snl;;iort,ol t!:e 
c la in~for pensi,~n,io f  a r  as call be done, nild by person.: o:!~or t1i:~n tile clnlrn:~~it. 

4. To mive tho c?aiillant a po:~sion:rl.>le statns iin:ler this act the ciisa'uility 

must bcbsuch as to inc:rpacitntc l l i~n  for the perfor~n:i~ce of I ~ I Z L I ~ L ~ G ~ 
Ialioi. ill 
s11c11 a degree as to reucier him unablc t6 earn a support; j e t  the act recoz- 
ilizes dicference in the dcgrec of snch genrion:tble (iisi~biiitg, givii~g$12 per
month in case of tilo grc~ztest. and $6 per month in cirse of the io~vrst  ciegreo
of snch pensioilabl:? ilkability readerin- 'clle clni~nant unable to, cm'n a snp-
~ o r tby nlallual labor. It also provid%s for ialermediste ratings prcjpor- 
tioned to tho jntermediata degrees of suehpcnsion:~h!e disability. '?he proocr 
ratnlgs a~lclcr this act mill tjrerofore he mado in nccoi.dance with suc!~ rdlcs 
for mtillg as tile medical referso shall prcscriho, subject to the a:~proral of 
the Commissioner. 

TVDI. LOCIIREN, Co~i~?izissio~zel: 
Approved: 

~ ~ O I C B8111~11, Secl'eta1'~. 

The effect of this technical and illiberal order was that many 
deserving sclldiers conld get no :,ension at, all lirider the act of 1890, 
and those who manage6 to squeeze through the "strait  and nar- 
1 . o ~gate" got niuch less than tiley deserved. 

The change in the construction of the acL of 1800 made under 
Mr. Cleveland's Atiministratiun was the result of Denlocratic 
~~nfriendlinessto yension legislation and n disposition to reduce 

the n~llnber of pensioners on the roll. 


DieYOlR.kTIC ASSAULT ON TIIE P E N S I O N  ROI.Td. 

In the Fre-jidential campaign of 1892 every Denlocratic politician 

had much to ssy about ' '  pensioll frauds " and the ' c  legalized pil- 

lage of the Trcasllry by the pension sharks;" every LJemo::ratic 

newspaper had much to say about " the people beingrobbed" and 

the "Treasury being looted" by "bounty jumpers," "coffee cool- 

ers." "caiiip fo l lo~~~ers , "  bummers," and "deserters," " licensed
'' 
by law to rob the Government." 

Mr. Cleveland came into power breathing threatenings and 
slaughter against the pensioners, and in his message of 180 3 to  
Congress actually declared that " tlzousarids of neighborhoods had 
their well-known fraudnlent pensioners." 

Nr. S1:enlrer, I will undertake to say that never before nor since 
has so atrocious a calumny been hurled a t  the lleacls of a nation's 
soldiery. It is easy to circulate ageneral slander. Envy, hatred. 
and malice, all join to give it currency, add to its volnme, and 
nlnltiply its details. 
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And so a general and indiscriminate campaign was entered upon 
by Mr. Cleveland's Adnlinistration against the men and women 
on the pension rolls. An army of special pension examiners mere 
put into the field; 60,000 Democratic postmasters were used as spies, 
scouts, and guides; all the multitndes of Democratic newspapers 
brought up their heavy artillery and joined in the bombardment, 
and a t  least $1,000,000 were expended i n  the trenlelldous effort to 
brand almost every pensioner as, more or less, a fraud, and almost 
every person trying to get a, pension as  trying to perpetrate a 
fraud. 

Tile land was raked from the lakes to the Gulf and from ocean 
to ocean as wit11 fine-tooth combs; the sleuthhonniis of the Pen- 
sion Enreau. scented e\Tery trail, siluRed a t  every runlor, ancl ran  
down every suspic~ioa and every slander; the names of the pen- 
sioners mere published in the newspapers, and the neighbors and 
comrades of the pensioners were, i : ~  effect, called on to scrutinize 
their right to a pension. Every device that partisan prejudice 
or personal malice could invent was resorted to; the reccrds of 
070,000 pensioners mere searched as with X-rays. 

TIIC CIIAnGES AGrlISST T l I C  1'EP:SIONERS DISPitOVED. 

And what was the outcome of all this enornlous expenditnre of 
public money? What  was the result of all this investigation and 
exploration? The mighty nlountain was in  all the pains of par- 
turition. It heaved and roared and smoked. And what did it 
bring forth? A ridicnlous nioase! Such is the ancient fable. And 
so what do you think, Mr. Speaker, was the outcome of all this 
thunderous assault on the records of 970,000 pensioners? One hun- 
dred thousand founci guilty? Oh, no. Fifty thousnnd? Oh, no. 
Ten thousand? Oh, no. One thousaild? Oh, no. What!not 1,000 
out of 070,000? Not 1,000. 

Eid not Mr. Clevejand say in 11;s 1803 rnossxge to Congress that 
'Lthonsands of neighljorlloolls had their frandnlent pensioners?" 
He did; but  his message was p r o ~ e d  to liave been false, slander- 
ous, and scandalons. How Inany fraudulent pensioners werethere 
found as  the result of all this tremendous aecnsxtion and searching 
investigation? Thirtynine! Howmany? Thirty-nine! Only 30 
ont of 9'70,000 pensioners,! Only 39 out of 950,000 pensio~ers  con-
victed for fraud. The mi@Ty nlonntain of slaniier pad indeed 
brought forth only a ridiculous result. 

Nr.  Spexker, never was so tromendous an aconsation fonnd to 
have so little foundation in Pact; nerer was so stupendous a slan- 
cler founc? to contain so few and small particles of truth. Nine 
hundred and seTenty tllonsand men 2nd women charged with 
fraud, and only 80 found guilty. Out of every 21,000 pensioners 
accused only 1convicted. 

Mr. Cleveland's Administration spread a lollg and wide net, ex- 
pecting to catch thous:~nds aacl tens of thousands of frandu!ent 
pensioners, and lo, when the net was hauled in, i:~stead of thou- 
sands and tens of t h o ~ ~ s a n d s  of big fish being canght, only a few 
minnonTs were fo~lnd  tangled in its meshes. 

But the m-orlr of the last L'ernocratic Adniinistration did not end 
here. As 1have already shown, Com~nissioner Lochren, i n  .the 
sha,pe of a n  ortier, modified the act of Congress approved Juna 
27, 1890, xaci ei~actcda new Inw whereunder ~t was decreed that a 
soldier's differeut ~Iisabilitics could not be added together to make 
a pensionable disal~ility, aiid rating a pensioner under the act of 
1890 by a less favorable rule than that  applied under the general 
la\\-. 
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ANOTFICR ATTACX ON THE PENSION ROLL. 

No; Colnmissioner Lochren did not stop here. He established 
in the Penkon Bureau a board of revision to retry, cut  down, and 
stop all pensions granted under the act of June  27,1890. This 
board of revision was organized to find frauds, to detect errors, 
and to discover mistakes. Over 200,000 cases were investigated. 
Every pensioner mas presnrned t o  be guilty of some frand, cr, if 
not guilty, he was presumed to be drawing a larger pension than 
he was entitled to under the amendment to  the law enacted by 
Commissioner Lochren. 

Wi th  such a disposition animating this boarcl, organized as i t  
was to  convict, there could not well be but one result,. The 
slaughter of the old soldiers began. The massacre O F  the inno- 
cents by the bloody Herod was outdone. Thousanils of honorable 
and valiant soldiers, rightfully entitled to  pznsions, were dropped 
from the rolls and branded as though they were guilty of some 
crime i n  applying for a pension and receiving what the exaillining
surgeons of the Governn~ent declared was their just due. Tens 
of thousands of other brave and deserving soldiers had their pen- 
sions reduced; and scores of thousands of other soldiers only held 
on to their pensions by furnishing further proof as to  their right 
to  the rate allowed thexl. 

Never since the Saviour of inankind mas crucified on Calvary 
haye the saviors of a great nation been so crneily maltreated. 
Storms of slander, tornadoes of vitnpcratioil, and blizzards of 
billingsgate broke in axvful fury upon the heads and hearts of our 
pensioners; but as the stars in  heaven shine all the brighter after 
a storm, so the pension roll shone all the brighter after the fury 
of the pension haters had spent its force. To the gratification of 
the patriotic, to  the satisfaction of the sympathetic, and to the 
mortification and shame of the slnnl!ercrs and vitnyerators, i t  was 
fo l~ndthat  tine charges of Fraud and perjury were wiclr;edly falss; 
that  "cogee coolers?" '' bounty jumpers," deserters," "camp
fol!o;\-ers," and "bnmnlers" had r,ot been pensioned, and that  
the vension roll of our day, as in  the days of Washington and 
Jackson, was incieed a roll of honor on which any nlan or any 
woman, ho~vever high in ~'society" or great in  fame, may well 
be proud to have his or her name inscribed. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes, i n  effect, to  repeal 
Commissi?ner Lochren's law and to reenact the law of 1890, as  
Congress Intended i t  should be, and to restore Conlmissioner 
Ranm's order KO. 164, and thus to do a larger measure of justice 
to tho old soldiers of onr country who are nxrable to prove to the 
satisfaction of the Pension Bxreau that  their disabilities are of 
servlce origin. 

This hill, ~repareci by the pension committee of the Grand Army 
of the Rcpi~bllc, is intec[lecl to give the so:clier a higher ratlng up 
to $33 a llioiltb than he can notv nel, and I support it  for tins 
rcsson. 

OTiTCR DCSCRTI\G SOLDICXS YFT TO BE PIloVIDED r O R .  

But. Nr.  Speaker, I mill ncver be entireiy satisfied with the act 
of 1890 tint11 ~ t s  benefits are extended to these three classes, who 
can ilow get nothiag: 

First. The National Guards of East Tennessee, organized by
Gen. A. 0. Rurnaide by itircction or Presltlelit Lincoln. 

Second. The Union ixen oi the South who were forced to enter 
the Confederate ail:ly, but afterwards escaped and joined the 
Union Army a d  ssrveil failhf nlly and honorably uutil discharged. 
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Thircl. The Inen ~vlio served two, three, and four years, and 
were never in the liospital and never incurred any disabilily, and 
have no disability to~day  except that  arislng from old age. 

I wish to say in behalf of the National Gnards of East Tennessee 
that  they not oniy rendered good service to the Union cause, bnt 
furnished tlieir own horses, wore their own clothes, subsisted on 
their own provisiors, and served without pay. 

And ns for those Union men who were forced to serve for a sea- 
so11 in tlie Confederate army, and afterwards escaped and joined 
the Union Arniy nrtd served faithfully, I want to say that they not 
only ran all tho ordin:~ry risks of the Union soldier, but m n  tile 
fnrtlier risk of being shot asdeserters if ever captnreil by the Con- 
federates. 

I ~visllit clistinctly understood, Mr. Spealrer, that  this bill does 
not satisfy me; i t  is very far froin being satisIactory. In addition 
to the pension Izws already on the statute books I want to see a 
inw there that will grnnt a pensioil toevery hcnorably clischnrged 
Union soidier in  proportion to the length of his service, without 
rcfircnce to  the nestio ion whether he is liolv disablecl, or e\-er was 
disnl~lel.  I \\-ant to  see on the pelision rolls every o:le of those 
nlaqniEcent fighting men who servecl two, three, and four years 
ancl c-ero liever in  the hospital a day-the nlen whose splendid 
vslor sustained our cause in  those trying days, weeks, months, 
anti years ~1 ie i1  i t  himg trembling in tile balance, no one being 
able to tcli whether the Unioli ~ ~ o u l d  survive or woriltl perish. 

I ~ ~ o u l dhave offered an ariiendment to  tliis bill, Mr. Speaker, to  
corer these three classes of brave and desrving soldiers had not 
the Grand Arniy of the Republic pension committee e:ipressed the 
wisll tliat this bili bc not burdened ~vi'cii any amendments cover- 
ering other rna.ttcrs. I an1 happy, however, to have assnrances 
from my coni~nittce and from n~s l iy  ~nenihors on this flow tliat 
some, i f  not nll, of t'ncse three cinsses of neglected soldiers will be 
lnacie l:ensionnb!e, i f  co t  a t  this session, a t  least before this Con- 
gress conies to  a11 end. 

TIIIB DILL CAI:ES F O R  THE WIDOW. 

Another pr?pose of this bill, 11s.Speaker, is to declare in  snb- 
stance that $95 a year is not enough for a midou; to live cn com- 
fortal~lyin her old age. I wiil enter into no disput.ation with tlie 
pensign Bureau as to whstlier the $96 limit was rlght or wrong; 
that  is neithor here nor thera so far as this bill is concerned. 
Every rnan who has had experience i n  honsekeepiiig lrliows well 
enough that :L poor womaii in her old age is not able to support 
herself on $96 a year. Bat under the rniing of the Pension Bu-
reau, i f  a so!c'iier's \vidom, under the act of 1890, has an income of 
as mnrh as $?G :I year slie is denied a pzrislon, so that in  substance 
this bill provides that all soldiers who served ninety or Inore clap 
in  the United States Artily during the war of the rebellion and 
hare  an honorable dischnrge rnay draw a pension under tliis act, 
and have tlieir clisa:tiiities aggregated anti r a t d  as aggregated, 
and tliat wido1.i.s who receii~e an actual net income not exceeding 
$25:) a year shall be entitled to pension under t'he act. 

If a widow of' a private soldier can show that her husband died 
from disability contracted in .:he Army or Navy. she gets n pen-
sion of $12 a month, regardlessof lie: other mealisof support; bnt 
if shs can not m+e this proof, slie can pet oniy $8 a montb, and 
call not get this li she has other means of support eqnnl to $8 a 
moatli. The effect of this ruling, whether riglit or wrong, is to 
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deny pensions under the act of IS90 to many widows TI-110 have a 
little l~onle or a little i~lcome, liot near enough to support tllem, 
bat jlist enongl~to cut theill out of a pcnsioll. 

I have already stated that Mr. Cleveland's Administration v a s  
hostile to tile soldier pensioners under tile ac t  of Ih'SO: but it was 
also hostile to the sold.;ersl ~xridows ~ v l ~ o  pensions under e!aimed 
that act. 

LTDEIIALITY, P<OT I ' I ~ I ~ S T S I O S Y ,OC11 TEUC VENSTGS FOI.TCY. 

Coiillriis~ianerR a u r ~ ,hon7cvcr coris t rnct i~i~, ftlrored a, iii;a.nl of 
tbe Iai7< as to ~ ~ ~ i d o ~ ~ r s  just RS lie parared a jilocral cs:;structioll :Is 
to  soldiers. And ~ h y ,Mr. Speaicer, sl~onli? not tile pcfisioa 12~~7s 
bo iibcrnllyconstrned? Were thcy not ail pas-sii ns an ericlel;ce 
of tlie nntioii's gratitnilc and respect for the 21ie:1 \;.la li:1(1 s:i-:e(T 
its life? An.1 n7hen Cm~grcss, r e ; ~ r e s e ~ t i l ~ g  !1:1s ~?BSEU:~tile i~? , t i i~?~ ,  
n liberal l:el~sioil 1:tiv. ~ ~ l l i l t  riglit,. renscln, or ex.:n:e ~ J Sa Colliiliis-
sioller of Eeilsions !o try, by i!liberal c~nairnctioi~:: niitl sliiri;:eiit 
rules. to clcprivc the so!dier or tlie so!iliei's :vidc:~'i 01rhaL Toll alld 
rn~ini~:g-crer:j:eascro int::;;dec!?t i n t  C o n g r i : ~ ~  


Conr:!~css aeT;er intetlileii tl:i?c tile mo~:c:y i t  .?,~.~rojrrlateci
to pay 
p::nsior?eis siiccld 1:e dolctl out by i!le C'otr~;i;szlol~ero I  .Porlsi:)lis 
as ti:?n:;ll -wry doll:lr by him ~ x i d.ii-;as r: <!-fop of \;loocl f~c~: ihis 
i l l  i t .  1 i l X  1 2 e l o c , .  (lsij;;rc:;? i.ec.og- 
I I ~ Y C StL(: (>I(:so!(liers EL:;. - p::,, i'3r,5 (lf :?:I:! ... t11,> f-1:c : l ;~+~ic,~,:~:+(;?ldsil:;1b 
t l ~ e j ?p?1:3i<y13s:1);11 ~1:;: ;7agc: x,-it 112, c;i'i~c; <>glq  ?-L;:nfi~~:l: iro~ ~ ; l l i l ; i ; ;  

f';~,cc~.:~II?~ tilt\ ;)~:,,~;i.(;;:c: :,\-.o~:l<~ - . .ill?.:fL-?li]:,: p(ji-.i;i!.;\-;ll]];:e-
c j ~ t (cil l i l ~  1;is ~;icrificz;:c;;:l. L ~ O I I ~ ~ C C Iki;;~f ~ yk i ~]jl.a,~elyt:ll:l 
l;:?:<iatjs:Li, 

T ,, Ti7i7, \;.- !,!?,.tI;, 

.77. 
.r 11- : ' ~ . : ' ~ , 7 1 ,  anoi' I H G O  y ; ? e  ];nss:~i u!:;!?r. kTnr:.iy)i;'s ,?rlj;!i~~:.:j 

, --*,  ..,. ,, , . 7 .  csr?i.i~12:, to <llxtLT:l: ;.ii(((2?.:>,-rlL T  :::.',, ~ < : i : ~ , ~ :- ~ fxj(!:l:?;y s:::~!~?i~\r, 
, . -. . . .E. F<:~I;I~I. < ' < j ~ , ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ : ~  8 i j l ; y : L ; [  \-;j;l. tlielHFs:?~i~o:~'~ .y (1; ;,<?x;c;j~:l:;~ 

5pj;lt el' ,',<]>rLjyli:,t;.;.tii,1; ;!l:t3 ~ 3 ~ , , ~ c ; c ~:;;>;-,y~yi::~~;~,~;c! L'~jl-
grc3.::?,gzr,-e:I Iii,!:r~! i~<-?r~~r?i :~! , io?i  (11, ; : t : ~  ~$0 ~ . yt ( ~  ,>I ( 1 - ::;I, 

it a~!!,li6ci to \.:jt7c;:-a :;s 
7

!le 
-1126i :oyic!;:l?- c?,:::e ill 50 i t  :~y,-- - ' ,l~lic-:!to  the ~ s l < l i e u a ,ailc'i lie i,?~.:~.,l11~:: :'i.i'o;iii:g orilc; 011 .,,!.:;y I::, 

as o:'clcr 
-.

IS:i. I i l i t l ~ ~ < l l  or rllli;;a Xo. 9.~1:  
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PRESIDBXT M'KINLEY TEE WIDOW'S FRIESD. 

The great injustice done the widows by the Pension Bureau 
\vas fillally brought to the attention of President &fcKinle~,  and 
that big soldier heart of his recognized the wrongs done the widows 
of his dead comrades, and in his laat annnal message to Congress 
he says: 

Tho Grand Army of the Republic a t  its recent national encampment held 
in  Pliilaiielphia has bronght t o m y  attentioll and to that of tho Conirress the 
~visdonland justice of a inodificatio~~ of tile third section of tlie act of J ~ u l e  
Z i  18% mhich l?rorides pensions for t l ~ e  widoi~:s of officers and cnlistcd inell 
wire served ninety days or lnoi-o cluring the war of the rebellioll and wero 
honornbly disol~ars.ed, grovidod that  such widows n1.o without otlier nlenns 
of sapyort than tllcir daily Iabo:. and v c r e  l??arricd to the soldier. ailo or, or 
n~nrine0x1 account of whose s e r ~ i c e  tiley claim l~onsion prior to  the date of 
the act. 

The present ho!ding of the Dcnartrnent is that  if tho widow's income, aside 
from her daily l;i,lior, does ~ ~ c t c x c ~ c d  in an1ou:lt what her pension would be, 
to  wit, $Xi gor annniil, she would be doolnod to  bo withont otlier xeans  of 
s~ipportt11:iu her claily labor, a i ~ d  would bo entitled to a pcnsion.under this 
act' wllile if the widow's incorne,incle~~e~~dent recelvod by her of the a ~ n o ~ u ~ t  
as ;he rcsr~l t  of her daily Inl~or, esceeds $36, slle would not be pcnsiolial~le 
under the act. I am advised by tho Cornmissio~ler of Pensions that  the 
amount of t l ~ e  inco:ne allo~ved before title to p?nsioil ~vould l3e barred has 
~ a ~ i c d ~ r n i d e l yunder different administmtion; of the I'c~lsion Ofice, as moll 
as dnrmg LiilPcre~lt periods of the same ndrninistration, and has beell tile 
ca-use of :iuat co~np:~<i~int and criticism. 

Wit11 the oral of tho  Secretary of the Interior tho Co~n~nissio~ier of 
Foasions recommends that. in  order to msire the uractice a t  ali times uni- 
form and to do jnstico to  tlie dependent ~ i i d o ~ ~ , ,  flio nlnount of int.on~e al- 
lowrrl in(Iriioii(1ent of tho r~roceeus oi lies dailv labor should be not 1e.s than 

Therefore it is, Mr. Speaker, that  your Committee on Invalid 
Pc~;sioi?s, liearkenii~g to the.pathctic appeals of our soltliers' 
widows, resyoading to the reqnrst of the Grand Army of the 
KspnLlic: and complying with tho rccollilnendation of the Presi- 
dent, ha re  se1:orted this i~ i l l  providing that no miclo~v shoulcl bo 
debarred under the act of 18110ivhose actual net income is not over 
$230 n year, and I have t!ls confide~it expectation that this change 
111the law ~ ~ 1 1 1  support of every member of receive the u:laairnous 
this House. Tho blessing of Heaven is promised the Inan who 
cares for the widow and the [atherless, and I devontly believe that 
the f a ~ ~ o r  of Keave:~ will bless the nation that  cares liberally for 

the wido~vs of those who cared for it;. [Applansc.] 
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