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THE INITIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL.

Tae discovery of an undisturbed hoard of no less than
13,500 coins in Kooch Bihar, inhumed some five centuries
since, recently claimed attention both from the number and
importance of its representative specimens, which so effect-
ively illusirated the history of the kingdom of Bengal for a
eonsecutive period of some 107 years.! The earliest date thus
accorded towards the purely Inifial Coinnge of the country
under its newly-installed Muslim administrators did net
reach higher then the reign of the Empress Riziah, 1. 634-
637 (a.p. 1236-1239), or more than 34 years after the first
entry of the adventurous A% and Tirké troops into the
recognized Hindii capital of the lower Ganges.® A still more
recent discovery of a comparatively poor man’s cache, in the
fort, of Bihdr,? elucidates an earlier chapter of the local
annals; and though the contents of the earthen vessel in
this case are limited in number to a total of 37 pieces, and
restricted in their dates to a term of 13 years, they, in
some respects, compete advantageously with the previously-
recovered unexamplsd store, in the value of their contributions

¥ Journ, B.A.8, {w.8.) Vol. IL, 1866, p. 146, Reprinied in the Jourral of
the Asiatic Hociety of Bengal, vol. zxxvi., 1367, p. 1.

2 The pame of Nuddea, ﬂqﬁ'ﬂ‘, Navadwipa, the * new island " (converted
into d.l_dy by the Muoslims}, would seem fo imply a sontherly movement, in
concert with the silt of the Ganges, of the seat of Government down to the com-
paratively madern oconpation of this eite, on the ahandonment of the suceessive
traditional eapitals of earlier dynasties.

* I have 1o information as to the exect cireumatances of the discovery of thin
small hoard, bsyond the genersl iutimefion that it was seoured by Mr. A. M.
Broadley, 0.8, 1n or near the Fort of Bihar. The coins have now become tho
property of Colonel Guthrie, who had already covtribuied the materials for my
sarlier notice of she Initial Coinage of Bengal. I understand that a description of
these pieces is to be included in Mr. Broadley’s fortheoming account of hia anti-
quarian researches at Dibhr (Proceedings As. Soe. Bengal, July, 1872, p. 120};
but I have not considered that sneh a promised pnblication need intetfers with o

1

gumplation of my previous article in this Josrna? by the aid of these new sequisitions.
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to the obscure records of the Gangetic Delts, and in priority
of date bring us more than 20 yesrs nearer to the first
occupation of Bengael by Muhammad BakhtyAr K#ilféi in
600 a.m. As in the larger and slmost-regal treasure trove
of Kooch Bihér, the specimens in the present instance prove
to be essentially of home or indigencus fabric. With the
exception of a single northern piece of the supreme Suifdn
of India, they are one and all the produce of the mints of
Bengal proper, and mark with singular fidelity the varied
incidents of the alternate rise and fall of the provincial
governors during the unsettled relations existing between
suzerain and vassal from A.B. 614 to 627, when Altamsh
come into resl and effectual possession of the south-eastern
portion of his Empire,”

One of the most instructive facte disclosed by these fow
picces is, that the rich and eomperatively wundisturbed
territory of Bengal felt the want of a supply of sifver
moeey long before a similar demand arose in the harassed
provinces of the north-west. The southern coins date, as far
as can be seen, some nine years prior to Altamsh’s earliest
effort at & silver coinage in his northern dominions ; and even
Riziah’s silver money of deferred date bears every token of
exclusive manufacture in the subordinate Lakhnauti mint,

I have already quoted the testimiony of Minhaj-us-Birdj,
to the effect, that on the first eonquest of Bengal by the
Muslims, they found no mefallic or other circulating media
of exchange’except that supplied by cowrdes ;1 even the com-
promise of the mixed silver and copper fitals of the various
Hindd dynasties of the cenfral Réjpit tribes was unkuown
in the sea-board marts of the south.

The chronicles of the proximate kingdom of Orissa, whose
boundaries touched if they did not often tremch upon the
gneient kingdom of Gaur? explsin how so infinitesimal

' JR.AB, (v.a) IT., p. 148, See also Hamilton’s Hindustén, i, p. 40.

2 Mr. Stirling says, under the Ganga Vanse line, for a period of nearly fonr
centuries (from 4.0, 1132}, the houndaries of the R&j of Orizss may be stated as
follows: . . . . % North, s Iin¢ drawn fom the Tribeni or Triveni ghat above
Huigls, through Bisherpdr, to the frontier of Patkim: East, the river Higli and

the sen."—As, Res. xv., p. 164, Hunter, i.,p. 230, ¢ To thenorth of the month of
the Baraawatl lies fhe broad and high Tribeni Ghat, o megnificent flight of staps,
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and largely distributed a currency was able to supply the
wants of go rich and essentially commercial a population,
It would appear, from the official records preserved in the
Temple at Piri, that although there was no silver money
in use, gold in convenient weights, if not in the form of
absolute coin,' was freely interchangeable with the more
bulky heaps of cowries. In these same official Palm-legf
documents we find the powerful King of Orissa, Anang
Bhim Deo (a.p. 1174-1201), describing the geographical
limits of his kingdom, specifying, with close exactitude, its
now proved superficial area (39,407 square miles); and adding
that, rs the revenues of his predecessors of the Xesari line
had smounted, with a more limited extent of territory, to
15,00,000 marhs of gold, so his own sdded boundaries had
raised the Btate income to 35,00,000 marks. Mr. Sturling
{our most trusted Revenue authority), relying upon still-
extant local tradition, defined the mark at 5 mdskas’ weight ;2
while Dr. Hunter, under later and more vague native in-
spiration, pronounces it to be } of a karishd, which measure
may be assumed to represent the local pronunciation of the old
widely-spread karsha of Maen, corresponding with the normal
weight of the gold swvarna, i.e. 80 rafis.? Taking the ratf at
175 grains, this will make Mr. Stirling’s return amount to
4375 graine (5 x 5="25; 26 x 1"756=<43'75) per mark ; where-
88 Dr. Hunter's estimate, under the same figares, would only
produce 85 grains (140-=4:=35); but, as he assumes the
modern karishd to be equal to “one Tolih or one Rupee ™ of
our modern system,—the amount of which however he does
not further define,"—and taking the 180 grain fotal as the
gaid to have been boilt by Makend Deo, the Jast Gajpati of Orisss.”—Blochmann,

As. Boc. Bengal, 1870, p. 282.

1 On the sbove accasian, likewise, & new coia and seal were struck by the
Bija's orders, with the titles which are used to this day by the Khtrda Rhjes,
who claim to represent the majesty of this ence powerful rece. They run thus:
Fira 8ri Gajapati, Faurewoara, ete. @ The illnstrious Hero, the Gajapati {Lord
of Elephants), sovereign of Gaurs {Bengsl), Suprome Monarch ovor the ralers of
the tribes of Utkale, Kerntta, and the nine forts,"” ete.—Stirling, As. Res.xv.,p. 272,

% Asintic Researches, xv.,p. 271. Mr. Stirling, however, seemed to imagine thab
the sum named for the tofal revenues, as tested by this estimate, was too high;
but leter investigations fully support the reasonable measara of the King's hosat.

® LB.A8, IL, pp. 168, 170. Chronicles of the Pathén Kinga, p. 221.

¢ ¢ Orissa,’ & continuation of the * Annals of Rural Bengal,” (London, Smith &
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test,! the result is not far removed from Mr, Stirling’s earlier
estimate under the old régime;—producing, in effect, a return
of 45 greins for the marh (180-+-4-=45). Buf, singular to say,
if we revert to the more ancient standard of the safarakiika,
or 100-7ati® weight,—a metric division which was reproduced
and reaffirmed in the authorized ‘ankah of the Pathén
dynasty, and to whick we have to allow a theoretical weight
of 175 grains,—Dr. Hunter’s } foldi will come out to the
exaot second place of decimals of the 4375 (175+4==4375),
obtained from Mr. Stirling’s data.

The defermination of the true weight of the raii has done
much both to facilitate and give authority to the comparison
of the ultimately divergent standards of the ethunic king-
doms of India. Having discovered the guiding un#, all other
caloulations become simple, and present singularly con-
vineing results, notwithstanding that the basia of all these

Elder, 1872), i., pp. 316, 317. Dr. Hunter, like myself, hae endeavonred to make
his antiquarian researches insfractive in their application to the defects of our
own government in Indis, comseguent upon the tao frequent disregard of the
suporior local knowledge and hereditary instincts of the ruces we are appointed fo
Tuis over,

After enumerating the ascertaived totals of the revenue of the provinge aé
TRriony Eeriods. the author goes on to say, * From time immemoriel Orissa, like
some other parts of India, has nsed a locel currency of cowries. "When the pro-
vince passed into our hends in 1803, the public accounts were kept and the
revenua was paid in these little shells,”  'We  however siipulated that the Jand-
holders shonld benceforth pay their land-tax in silver, and fized the rate of ex-
change at 5120 eowrses to the rupee.””  (In 1804 the official exchanpe wos 5120,
and the praciical rate of exchange from 6460 to 7680.) . . . . “Had car first
administrators contonted themselves with toking payment in silver at the current
rate of the cowris exchange, the Orissa land-tax would now have been double
what it is at present. But had they resolved ta collect it at a grain valuation,
according to Alber's wise policy, it would now be more than ﬁiﬂuble; fur the
prices of food have rather more than doubled since 1804. The system of paying
the land-tax by u grain valuation appears to me to be the hest menns of giving
stability to the Indian revenues,” —Orisa, if., p. 172.  Dr. Hunter had not seen my
notice of * The Ravennes of the l\'lug;hal Empire ™ {Trithner, 1872) when this was
written. I had e&nally appreciated the equity and suitableness of tha syatem of
estimate by agricultural produce, which had come down to Akbar's time from
the earlicst daswn of the civilization of the nation at large; but I had to con-
demn Akbar for introducing a new clement in the shape of a settlement to be
gaid in silver, on the average of the prices of previous yenrs—aun sssessment he

oped. in defiance of the proverbisl nncertainty of Indiar eeascns, to make im-
mutable ; furniching, in eflect, the leading idea we so unwisely followed in that
deplorable measure, Lord Cornwallix's ¢ Permanent Settlement of Bangal.”

! Prinaep's Fasays, U.T., p. 7.

* Obronicles of Pathin Kings, pp. 3, 167, 223, 224 (note). Dr. A. Webor, in

_the Zeifsehrift for 1861, p. 189, eites the parallel designation of Sutr Erisinake,
from the f2zt of the Black Yajur Veds {¢irer 300 B.2.). The commentator nses
the local name abave quoted.
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esfimates resta upon so erratic a test as the growth of the
seed of the Gunjé creesper (Abrus precatorius), under the
varied incidents of eoil and climate. Nevertheless this
small compact grain, checked in early times by other pro-
ducts of nature, is seen to have had the remarkable faculty
of securing a uniform average throughout the entire continent
of India, which only came to be disturbed when monarchs,
like Shir Shéh and Akbar, in their vanity, raised the weight
of the coinage without any reference to the number of ratis
inherited from Hindd sources as the gizen standard, officially
recognized in the old, but altogether disregarded and left
undefined in the reformed Mubammeadan mintages.

I may as well take this opportunity of disposing of the
other technical questions bearing uwpon the general subject;
apd, without recapitulating the investigations elsewhere
given at large,! I may state generally, that I understand
the ra#/ to have been 1°75 grains, the 100-rafi picce—re-
produced in the ordinary Dehli fankst—175 grains. The
Réjpit sital, composed of mixed silver and copper, preserved
in the early Dehli currencies of the Muslims, is ;% in salue
of the 175-grain silver coin; but the number of jifafs in any
given composite piece was dependent upon the proportional
amount of the silver added to the rmling copper basis.
The kdni, like the jifal, i3 3% of the fenkah; but the kdpi
is found to be the practical as well as the theorstical
divisor, applicable slike to land ard other measures, pre-
serving its more special identity in the southern peninsula.
Both terms have now been found in conjunction on a single
pioce of Metropolitan fabric, where the jital is authoritatively
declared to be of the value of one kdni® Tn more advanced
days under the Pathéus, immense quantitics of pieces were
coined to meet the current exchange answering to & or 1 of
the tankah; snd under Muhammad Tughlak, amid other
useful breska in the foo-uniform descending acale of the
small change, a new division was introduced, in the form

! Nomimmatic Chronicle {w.e.}, iv., E 40, et segg.  T.R.AB. (w.8.) IL, pp. 160,
166, 168. Chronicles of tha Pathén Kinge of Dehli, pp. 161, 262.
# Pathan Chronieles, coln No. 207, p. 252. See also pp. 218, PAER
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of a 4%, or sir-kdni piece, which subsequently became better
known es the Black lankah!

It would appear that the normal or conventional rate of
exchange of the precious metals mechanically accepted in
India from the earliest times was ns silver to gold 8:1;
copper to silver 64:1. Of course these rates were con-
stanily Hable to fluctuation.® Indeed, we can frace the
effect of the influx of the gold of the Dakhin, after its con-
quest, in the fall of that metal, evidenced by the obvious
readjustment of the weights of the gold and silver coinage
at the Imperial seat of Government® Bat the copper rate
must have had a very extended lease of immutability, as this
ratio of 64:1 was maintained from the most primitive ages
up to the time of Sikandar Lodi {a.p. 1488-1517).

As regards the application of these data to the examples
specially under review, it would secem that the Bengal silver
coinage was, from the first, deficient in weight in reference
to the corresponding issues of the Dehli mint; but the Dehli
ailver coins were avowedly designed to fall in with the con-
current gold pieces of identical weight, and of full standard
in metal : whereas woe must suppose that the Lialkhnauti silver
pieces, in introducing a new element, were graduated to ex-
change in even eums against the extant gold currency of
Bengal and Orissa. Now the gold mark weighed, as we
have sesn, 48-76 grains, which, with gold as 1 to B of silver,
would require 850 grains of the latter metfal as its eguiva~

! I was misteken in my firet impressioa that the Bangal fenkchs thomsslves
mi§ht have & claim o this obnoxious designetion. J.R.4.8, IL, p. 160,

In Akbar's time, even, the %r;fresswe alteration in the value of gold, since
so much accelerated, had only reached the propertion of 4 1. Chronicles, p. $24.
J.B.AS, 1L, p. 63.

* Path&n Chronicles, p. 235. In my previons article in this Journal,
I wos led by Ibn Eetuiseh's indiseriminate use of the terms * Ddirhams -and
Dinars,” in their loeal npplication in Bengal, to suppose that his definition of
coin exchanges referred to the relative values of gord sad silver, and theé it
in ao far supported my estimate of 1: 8 (J.R,A.8,, IL,, .61, note 1}. 1 mnow find
that: towards the tlose of Muhammad bin Toghlak's reign, the exchange had coms
fur the moment to be 1:10 (Chronicles, p. 227), in Emz of the ordinary 1:8.
The entire difliculty of the obscure psesage 1 the Jomrnal of the African
Voyager has, however, been st at rest by the more comprehensive tahles of
values furnished by the Egyptian traveller Shaikh Mubirak .dnbati (Notices b
Extraits, xiii., p. 512, which shows that the dindr of silver (i.c. the fankal) was
equal to 8 dirkems (Aasht-fdné), Bee also Eiliol’s Historions, iii, pp. 677, 82,
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lent, or fwo 175-grain fankaks, reconciling alike the fours of
the Hind4 ideal with the fives and fens of Muslim predilee-
tion ; but as there is reason to believe that the local gold
was not refined up to a high atate of purity, this defsctive
standard may readily account for the corresponding reduction
of a few grains on the full total of the silver pieces, equally
as it may have justified the acceptance of a lower fouch iu
the silver itself.

Laterin point of time, under Bahadur Shéh (710-730 a.m.),
the progressive fall in the value of gold is more definitively
marked by the diminution of the weight of the silver piece to
the uniform standard of 166 grains,! in contrast to the 169
grains which are preserved in some of the primary issues
here described (Nos. 6, 7).

The central figure in the historical tablean, illustrated by
these introductory coinages, stands prominently to the front
in the person of Ghifs-ud-din ’Awz—an outline of whose
carear 1 now append.

Qhbds-ud-din * Aws bin Al Husain,

Hisim-ud-din *Awz KA}, a native of Ghdr in Afghén-
istén, on joining Muhammad Bakhtyér Khiljf in Bengal,
was entrusted by that commander with the charge of the
distriet of Gangautri? He was afterwards promoted to the
important military division of Deokét,® by Kutb-ud-din

t LR.A.8. {w.s) IL,p. 157. The new and unworn pieees in the Kooch Bihar
trouvatlle averaged 166 graine; and the earlier issues, of 188, 189 grains, found
with them, had generally been reduced in weight fo correspond with the later
official standard.

3 Variants g),g;s_‘; ”:_(-‘{ Text, p. 158, and M8S. I have preserved

Btewart’a version of the name in my text, bot the site of Gangautri haa not besm
jdentifled. There je a town calied Gurgnri (24> 2%, 86° 6&') on the line of
¢ountry between Bihhr and Nagore, but it is not known to have been a place of
any mark. There &5 slso 4 celebrated fort of high antiquity on the same line of
communication, nemed Ghidar (2¢° 53°, B6* Eﬁl'g, which may have served as zn
outpost of the Bihar head-quartars,

3 Deokdt (lat. 25° I, tllong. 84° §1°), the chigf place in Gangarmptr (dis~
frict of Dindjpir), is now known by the name of Damdamah, milton states
that it received its ugaresent appellntion from ite having been a military station
during the early Muhsmmadan Government’ {p. 60), Mohammad Bokhtyér,
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Aibeg’s representative commissioner in the South-east, and
with his aid eventually defeated Muhammad Shirin and
the other confederated Khilji chiefs.! On the definite ap-
pointment of ’Ali Mardin Kbilj to the kingdom of
Bengal by EKutb-ud-din Aijbeg, he paid his devoirs to fhe
new Viceroy by meeting him on the Kisi, and accom-

after his fimt succesa againgt the King of Bengal at Nuddea (lat. 23" 2§, long-
88° 22'), contented himeelf with destroying that town, aud withdrew his troops
nearer to his base of commuunications, to o position sbout 90 miles to the north-
watd, somewhere about the site of the future Lakhnaut{, Deokdt again heing
soma 50 miles N.N.E.

Minh&j-us-3irdj, in desoribing Yakhunuti, at a later date (641 4.1.}, mentiona
that habitativns were located on both sides of the Ganges, buf that the cify of
Lakbuauti proper was eitusted on the western bank. The author adds, that an

embankment or causewny {d.:) extended for o distance of ten daye’ journey

through the capital from Deokét to Nagore in Birbhiim, (lat. 23° 56, long.
87" 22').—Btewart's Bengal, p. 67. Persian text of Tabakf-i-Nbsiri, pp. 181,
162, 243, Ain-i-Akbari, ii. p. 14. Eliet's Historiane, ii,, p. 318; iii. p, 112,
Rennell's Map, p. 65. Wilford, As. Res. ix., p. 72,

The subjeined curlous notice of the distribution of the bonndariea of the
kingdom of Bengal shortly before the Muhammadan gonguest has been pre-
sorved in Hamilton's Hindustén. The compiler does not give his specific
sathority.

" Daring the Adisur dynasty the following are eaid to have Yeen the ancient
cogrephical divisions of Bengal Gour was the capital, forming the centre
ivision, and gurrounded by five great provinces.

1, Barendra, bounded by the Mﬁnmnda oo the west; by the Padma, or
great branch of the Ganges, on tha south; by the Kortoya on the east ; and by
adjncent goveraments on the north.

“2. Bangga, or the territory east from the Eortoya towards the Brahma%ntra.
The capital of Bengal, both before and afterwards, having long been near Dacea
in the province of Bangga, the name is said to have been communicated to the
whole,

%3. Bagri, o the Delin, called also Dwipa, or the island, bounded on tha one
side by the Padma, or great branch of the Ganges; on another by the ses; and
on the third by the Honghlg Tiver, or Bhagi:athi.

“ 4. Rarhi, bounded by the Hooghly and the Padma on the north snd east,
and by adjecent kingdoms on the west and south.

5. Maithila, bounded by the Mahananda and Gour on the east; the Hoosh!y
or Bhapieathi on the south ; end hy adjacent countries on the north and west."

“ Bollal san, the successor of Adieur, is anid o have resided partly at Gour, but
chiefly at Bikrampdr, eight miles south-east of Dacca.” Dollal sen wassucceeded
by Lokshmana sen, who was defested by Mnhammad Bakhtyér. The author
continues, %It is poseible that the Rija only refired-to his remots capital,
Bikrampar, near Diacea, where there still resides s fami}iy tgosmsing constderable
estates, who pretend to bo his descendants.  We nlso find that Soenergong, in the
vicinity of Bikrampar, continued to be a place of refuge to the Gour malcontents,
and was not finally subjugated until long after the overthrow of Réja Laksmana.'*
—Hamilton'a Hinduatan (1820}, i., p. I14.

byl wlsan oy {Ls' bl per Loled aast] pl ey ©

Tt 2 188—0py | gw Sy gl 2 il 2y 508 v immas
Stewart's Bengal, p. 51, Elliot's Historiau, ii,, p. 315. N
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panied him to Deokdt, where he was formally installed in
power. When Kutb-ud-din died at Lihor, in 607 1.1, Al
Mard4n sssumed independence under the title of *Alé-ud-din ;
but after a reign of about fwo years, he was slain by tha Khilji
nobles, and HisAm-ud-din was therenpon elected in his stead
(608 a.m.). History is silent as to when he first arrogated
kingly state, and merely records Shames-ud-din Altamsh’s
expedition against him in 622 a.m., with the objeet of en-
forcing his allegiance to the Imperial crown, when, after
some doubtful successes, peace was established on the sur-
render of 38 elephants, the payment of 80 laks [of fankehs ],
and the distinet recoguition of Altamsh’s suzerainty I the
public prayers, with the superseription of his titles on the
local coinage, The Emperor, on his return fowards Dehli,
made over the government of Bih#r to 'Al4-ud-din J4ni, who,
however, wae not long left undisturbed, for the Southern
potentate speedily re-znnexed that section of his former
dominions,—an gggression which was met, in a.H. 624, by the
advance of Nésir-ud-din Mahmid, the eldest son of Altamsh,
in foree, who, in the ahsence of Ghids-ud-din 'Awz on distant
enterprises, succeeded in obtaining poesession of the new
seat of Glovernment. In the subsequent engegement the
Bengal ermy was defeated, and Ghids-ud-din killed, after
a reign estimated by the local annalist at 12 years.!

This is all the information we are able to gather fiom the
incidental biographical notices furnished by our sole anthority,
Minhaj-us-Sird]j, that most intelligent employé of the Rulers
of Dehli, and welecomed visitor at the Court of Lakhnautt in
A.H. 641, where he saw and appreciated the material under-
takings of this self-made king, whose memory he lauds en-
thusiastically. A tribute Altamsh had virtually anticipated,
when he was at last permitted to behold the plories of his
adversaries’ capital, in 627 o.m,, and then conceded the tardy
justice of decreeing, that in virtue of his good works,
Ghids-ud-din ’Awz should, in his grave, be endowed with

 Allowing *Alf Mardsn from 607-8 to 600-10, this leaves an interval up to
512, during which Hisam.nd din *Awz was content 1o remain head of the Khilji
oligarchy and local governot.
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that coveted title of Sultdn, which had been denied to him
while living.!

"We have now to examine how far the recently diseovered
coins will i1l in this defective historical outline.

Corxs STRUCK TN THE NAME 0F Avrawsm, in Bengal

No.1. Silver. Size, 7} Weight, 168 grs. Drigus, in this date.
PLi fig. 1. am 614,

OBvERSE. RevEnsE.
. (.E.x.‘_!'l b Device.
] Horseman at the charge.
L'J—-’-"\‘“J Lol e Margin—
Lt ot sl M Sy [0t | # % & A1
iyl el joli iy e ) e g

The date of a.H. 614, this earliest numismatic racord con-
tributed by the Berngal Mints, is further remarkable as the
epoch of Altamsh’s final assertion of supremacy on the defeat
of his last powerful competitor in Hinddsién, Négir-ud-din
Kubdehat, after he had already disposed of his other promi-
nent rival, T4j-ud-din Ilduz, in 612 a,5. The issue of these
provincial coins, af thie conjuncture, would seem to attest the
first voluntary recognition of Altomsh by Hisém-ud-din
’Awgz, who was at this time in undisturbed possession of
Bengal and its dependencies. The adoption of the Cavalter
device on the obverse mny have been suggested by the con-
ventional acceptance of that design on the money of the

1 Tabakht.i-Nasiri, Text, p. 163, Dr. Blochmann has an interesting paper in
the Beptersber number of the Indian dutigusry {p. 269), on Mubamme itles.
Among other questions discussed is tho derivation and early application of the
title of Sulthn. The anthor remarks that ¢ the first clear case of Sultdn having
been used as & title belongs fo the time of Rukm-ud-daulah, deputy aver Fars,
under the Ehalifah At Mutf'billah,” A.m. 338, or a.p. 549, %IM. Oppert ¢t
Ménant wers under the impression that they had discovered the title so early na
the time of Bnrgon, who, in kis grand inseription 1t Ehorsabad, is said to speak
of Bubaco as “ Stifen, or Sulthn d'Egypie.”"—Journal Asiatique, 1963, p. &, and
tezt, p. 8. Commentary, 1884, p. 10, Some doub} hes, however, since been
thrown upon this identfication, as the desi%'naﬁon reads optionally, if not pre-
ferably m';n.—ﬂchr}ider, Quneiform and Gld Teatament Studies (1872), p. 157.
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native princes of the North-west, whose hereditary fypes
were copied by Muhammad bin S4m, and retained for a long
period by Altamsh himself. In the new mintage, however,
the Rajpit horseman with his spear is superseded by the
Tarki Cavalier with the historical mace,! and the general
outline of the coarse Northern steed may perchance have
been heightened to record a triumph, or to carry s menace
to the subjected Bengilis,? who had left their king to escape
ignominicusly, and virtually surrendered their capital to the
eighteen troopers of Muhammad Bakhtyér’s.advance guard.

Among other peculiarities of these coins is the tenor of
their legends, which differ from the ordinarily adopted
Imperial intitulations of the Sultin, who is here designated
ag L;,hﬂ‘., the slave or freedman of Kutb-ud-din Aibeg,—a
term which may have concealed a latent taunt to one who
Wwas now supreme in the chance virtue of his arms, or may
otherwise indicate the independent Khilji method of dis-
criminating the followers of Kutb-ud-din as opposed fo the
Mu’izzi faction of the nobles of Hindiistdn, who had already
tried conclusions with each other, to the disadvantage of the
latter.

! Mahmdd of Ghazni's favourite weapor. Tradition affirms that it was preserved
in all honour by the guardiaus of his tomb at Ghazni.—Atkinson, Expedition into
Afghfinisthn, p. 222, Ho much credenco was sttached o this ancient Iegend,
that we find Lord Ellenhorough in 1842 instrueting his generals, in sobar earnest-
ness, t0 ¢ bring away from ths tomb of Mahmid of Ghazni his club which hange
over it.” Muhammad Bakhiyhr himself had also won glory by the use of hia
mace in his gladiatorial encounter, single-handed, with an elephant, who vwas
compelled to Tetreat before the first hlow of hie powerful arm.

? The neme of dswapatis, * Lorde of Homes,” was subsequently applied
specifically in Orissz to the Muhsmmedan conquerors. Mr. Hunter remarks,
*“The Telega Palm Leaf M38. stats that betweer (Saka 895) a.». 972 and
AD. 1563 three great powers puccessively arose. During this period the
Gajapatis, ‘Lords of Elephants, rnled in Orissa and the north of Madras;
the Naragatis, ‘ Lorda of Men,’ held the country to the southward. The Lords
of Horses Were the Musalmans, who, with their all-devouring Pathan eavalry,
overthrew the two former.”—-Orissa, ii., p. 8. Stirling, Asiatic Researches, xv.,
p. 254,  Xin-i-AkDari, Gladwin's translation, i, p- 319. Abal Fagl, in describ-
ing the pame of eards affected by his royal master, speaks of “ driwepus, the king
of the horses. He is painted on horssback, ke the king of Dehli, with the
Chuiter, the Alum, and other ensigns of royalty; and Gujpit, the king of the
clephants, 18 mounted on on elephant like the king of Orissa."
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No. 2. Gold. Weight, 706 grs. DUnique. Gaur, o.m. 6181

REevEnse.

Horseman. at the charge,
In the field— J,(J ot

Margin—
s gy A Sy w0 )

su_a_.-_arﬁ.”fai &{\A:‘..J,).&.:L‘.'.«a

This unique gold coin of the period, put forth under
Muslim auspices, is of more than wsual value in confirming
the locality of the Mint of its counterparts iz silver, which
ara deficient in any geographical record ; indeed, none of the
Bengal coins, which form the bulk of the éreuvaille to which
the present notice is devoted, bear any indication of the site
on which they were struck. Found, however, in company
with se many clearly local pieces, there would have been
little hesitation in assigning them to the zouthern division
of the new Muhammadan empire ; buf the distinet announce-
ment of the place of issue of the gold piece is of importance
not only in fixing definitively the then head-quarbers, but in
presenting ua with the name of Gawr,® regarding the use of

! Reproduced from the original ¢oin, in the collection of Ool. Guthrie, already
published in the Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 78.

t Kilij Arelan, the Seljtk of Anatolia {x.H. 646}, uses this fitle of rﬂ‘ I.:JLB X
saior y‘-“ (Frehn, p, 156), The thres dons of Eai Khnard (a.5. 647) employ
the term in the plural u?""blf’ .

* 1 need have no hesitation in admitéing that on the firat examination of this

piece, as an isolated specimen of & hitherto unknown mintage, I was disposed,
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which, at this epoch, there was some controversy.! Ad-
vantage has been taken in this, to the native comprehension,
more elaborately-finished piece, to insert in the vacant spaces
on the field, above and below the main devics, the words,
),iv s, “Btruck at Gaur,” and although the requisite
dot below the 4 has escaped definition, there need be
little doubt as to the purport of the entry, which it was
not thought necessary to reproduce on the less-esteemed
silver money, whose status with the Mint officiale, as equally
with the public et large, ranged at a lower level.

The dete of 616 a.m. on this coin, supported and in a
measure explained as it is by the marginal legend on No. 3,
proves that the professed allegiance of the local ruler of
Bengal to the head of the followers of Islam at Dehli, wase
no momentary demonstration, but a sustained confession of
vossalage extending over one complefe year, and portions of
the previous and saceeeding twelve montha.

The topographical record on No. 2 would further seem to
show that Hisfm-ud-din had not as yet transferred his
capitel to the new site of Lakknauti, to the west of the
river, whose designation firat appesrs in a definite form
on the coins of the Empress Riziah, in a.m. 635.2

in the sbeence of any dot cither above or below the line of writing, to adopt the
alternative reading of , )gJ instead of Jf.g, while confessing o preference for
the lafter transcription, on sccount of the need of the preposition t» (Chronicles
of the Pathén Eings, p. 78); but, at the fime, I wes unprepaved to expect that
Altemsh’s sway had extended to the lower provinces, which were avowedly i
independent ¢harge of the Khilji successors of Muhemmad Bakhtyar, Thin
difficulty is now curicusly explained by the concurrent silver pieces, and the sup-
position that the local chieftain found it expedient to profess allegiance, nominal
or real, to the preponderating influence of the master of Hinddstin. In Iike
manner, the recently discovered silver coina have supplied a cloe to the more aatis-
factory decipherment of the marginal legend, and the explanation of other minor
imperfections in the definition of the exotic characters of the gold coin, which it
in mueless to follow in detail.

! LR.AB. (n8) IL,p. 187, Cf. also Alblréni; Reinand, Mémoire sur I'Inda,
p- 298, quoted in J.R.A.B. (w8} I, p. 471.  As. Bes, ix., pp. 72, T4; xvid, 617.
Wilson's Glossary, #d voce, ete. Rennell, Map of Hindastin, p. §6. Stewart's
Bengal, pp. 44, 67.

3 Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 107. T.R.A.B. (w.8.} IL, p. 187, coin
No. 14 infid.
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No. 8. BSilver. Hize, 7. Woight, 168 gra. Vary rare.
PLi. fig. 2. .= 618,

OBvERSE, REYEESE.
(._E_,_A‘. ikt Horsoman at charge.
=l Lot S
u_','h\l 2 s Margin—

Ul ! AN gy oase A3 QMY
P alazs g plie ds b gy
# %

No. 3a. Variety. Weight, 162 grs. Pl i. fig. 8. Date
illagible. The Persian legend on the obverse is given in very
imperfectly defined chearacters, and offers the peculiarity of the
insertion of the Hindi letters 9T, for Sid%, above the name of the
king, thereby indicating that both die-emgravers and the local
public were naturally batter versed in the old alphabet than in the
newly-imported letters of the conquerors.

Comws o Gufis-vp-pixn 'Awz.

No. 4. Bilver. Bize, 73 Weight, 161 grs. (fall weight.}
PL i fig. 4. Am. 616. (7 specimens,)

OBvERSE. RxvERsE.
S P | a1\
Loall wld el aas 1)
Y P 3 g
JIP CRE | R S Margin— 5 &l 430 <206
resaghll ) flies e (s B 34

Coin No. 4 teaches us that in the same year 616 o.H., in
the early pert of which HisAm-ud-din "Awz had confessed
allegiance to Altameh, he seemingly grew weary of such
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pretences, and openly declared himself Sul(dén in his own
right, assuming the regal title of Ghids-ud-din, and the
guasi-hierarchical function implied in the designation of
Nagir Amir A1 Muaminin, “Defender of the Commander
of the Faithful” Whether this overt assertion of inde-
penderce was suggested by his own growing power, or was
due fo the imagined weakness of the suzersin, is not clear;
but there can be no question as to his succesa in the exten-
sion and consolidstion of his dominions, or to his vigorous
administration of a country, fertlle in the extreme, and en-
dowed with such singular commercial advantages of sea and
river intercourse.

At this particuler juncture Altamsh does not seem to
have been pressed by any important home disturbances, but
there were dark clouds on the N.W. frontier. The all-powerful
"Al4-pd-din Muhammed Khdrizmi, whose outposts extended

- over 8o large a portion of Asia, had been coining money in
the inconvenient proximity of Ghasni throughout the years
613, 614-616 a.5.;! and no one could foretell when he might
follow the ordinary precedent, and advance into Hinddstin.
As fate determined, however, it waa left to his son Jalil-ud-din
to swim the Indus, at the risk of his life, 2s a fugitive
before the hosta of Changiz Xhén, in 618 A.B.

The mention of Changis Khdn suggests to me the desira-
bility of repeating a correction, I have already recorded
elsewhere, of a singular delusion, shared alike by native
copyists and English commentators, regarding ome of the
supposed incidents of the sufficiently diversified career of
this scourge of the world, to the effect that his unkempt
savages had pensirated down to the impossible limit of the
lower Gaeges. The whole series of mistakes, Asiatic or
European, may now be iraced back to s simple clerical error
in the transeription from a chance leading eopy of the ordi-
narily rare work of Minhéj-us-Bir4j—where the name of
Changts Ehin \s ﬁio- hag been substituted for the more
obvious designation of the ancient town of Jdjnagar )fo'ur

| J.R.AS. IX, p. 381; XVIL, p. 202; Chronieles of Pathtn Kings, p. 86.
2
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Modern authors, exemining a single passage, might well
have felt reserve in reconstructing at hazard a primary ver-
sion ; but the editors of the Calcutta official printed text have
gone 80 far towards perpetuating the enigma they were unable
to unravel, as to add to the difficulties of solution by malking
Changfz Khan fight (so far on his way to Lakhnauti) the
memorable battle of Perwén [85°9'N., 66° 16" E.] on the
conveniently converging site of Budaon (p. 848), which was
situatod on one of the favourite main lines of transit to the
south, east of the Ganges. This conglomeration is, however,
the less excusable, as Stewart, in bhis History of Bengsl,
had alresdy pointed out Ferishtah’s palpable mistake to the
same effect; and the editors themselves unconsciously edmit
the preferable veriant of orl>- inserted in the foot-note,
p. 199. Dr. Hunter, I see, in his new work on Orissz (ii. 4),
incautiously follows Stewart’s first impressions, in the notion
that the “vanity” of Muhammadan historioams had inten-
tionally “converted the attack of the humble Orissians info
an invasion of Tartars” (Stewart, p. 62).! 1 myself prefer the

* Mr. Btirling, in his most cxhaustive memoir on Orissz, published in the Asiatia
Researches in 1822, observes :—* Major Stewart, in his History of Bengal, places
an invasion of Orissa by the Mussuimuns of Bengal duving thie reign, that is
A7, 1243, The Chronieles of the country contain ne mention of euch 2n event.
I have not Major Stewnrt's anthorities at hand to refer fo, bat strongly suspect
that he has been led into an error by mistaking some word resembling Jujipur, for
Jajipur in Orises. He expresses himeelf thua: *TIn the year Gld (a.m. 1243},
the Raja of Jagepur {Orisss) having miven soma cause of offenee, Toghan Khan
marched to Ketasun, on the frontier of Jagopur, where he found the army of the
Rajn bad thrown up intrenchments to oppose him.” . . . Now, in the fireb place,
Jajipur was mever a separate principality, as heve described ; and thers is no such

lace in Orissa as Eetasun,  Ferishtah is altogether silont on this subject in

i3 history of Benpal, bt in his generel history he ascribes the siege of Gour, in
the very year in gquestion, to a party of Mogul Tartard who had invaded Bengal b
way of Chitte, Thibet, ete. Dow's mistake of a similar nature is searcel wortK
moticing. He mukes Bultan Belin parsue the rebel Toghral into Jejnagar
(4.1, 1279), which be calls Orisss, whereas it is evident from the mention of
Sunargeon 88 lying on the road, that Jajnagar is some place beyond the Ganges.™
—8tirling, As. Res, xv., 1. 274,

It sesms to have escaped Mr. Stir]ii}g’s notice, that Stewart had already cor-
reoted bis own orror in speaking of ¢ Jagepore’ as “ Oriasa,” pp. 61 and 65, by
placing that town in its proper position in ¢ Tipperah, in a Inter passage (p. 70);
and he farther improved upon his advanced knowledge by eaying in a note, at
P- 72, “Jngenngur i& seid to have been o town in Orissa, near Cutieck; but this
pessagra proves it to have been situated on the esstorn side of the Burhampooter,
The Jogenagar mentioned by Ferishizh should have been written Jageporet [7]
Btewart, Rist. Bengal, p, 72, Dow, i, p. 202 {4to. edit.). Brigss,i, p.260. Ses
alse Chronicles of Pathén Bings, p. 121,
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more obvions and direct explanation above given, which
perhaps reflects more upon our defective criticism than upon
Muslim vanity.?
4
No. 5. Silver. HSize, 8%, Weight, 165 grs. a.m. 617.
(2 specimens.)

Osviase, Revezss.
bl 5ty
Lgtall s plandl Uy s &)
el gl ol at i
OV S VP R Margin—, J &adl 53> 06
ermtngl gz y b erlull gl

No. 8. Silver. Size, 8. Weight, 169. (Coarse hadly formed
legends). .. 617. (2 specimens.)

OnvERsE, Rivense.
LTSI W B PRWIE P
oty Lol wolls N Sy dae
wrell o e A1) A gl ol
5 gl ol ol egpdl
G— bz g2 P Margin— 3 a5 2

oy [AVENPR VP prwgpers

1 (f, Blphinstons (new edit. by Professor Cowell), p. 377. Elliot, Muham-
madan Historions, i, pp. 264, 344. Dr. Lee's Ibn Batutah, Oriental Tr. Fund,
1. 97. TFerishiah, Bomday Persian Text, i, p. 122. Badnoni, Celouttz Persisn
Text, p. 88, Tabakat-i-Nasiri, Cuefentta Persisn Text, pp. 167, 163, 109, 243, 245.
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No, 6s. Variety. One exomple gives the sltered marginal
reading of

q@**wmﬁﬂb&,gﬁmuhg}é

Al Négir-le-din Yilah was invested in the Khiléfat in 4.m. 575, and
died on the 1st Shawwdl, .5 622 (5th October, 1225 4.p.). Bar
Hebreeus, Abulfaraj, pp. 269-301.  Ibn Astr, p. 285, fixes his death
at the end of Ramazdn. Price, Muhammadan History, i, p. 210.

The tenor of the legends of the comsecutive issues of
a.H, 617 disclose an increasing confidence in his own power
on the part of Ghids-ud-din ’Aws, in the addition made to
Lis previous titles, and in the assumption of the superlative
A1’ Azam, *“the highest,” as the prefix to the 4! Sultdn in
place of the heretofore modest adjective of A7 Muw’aszam, “the
great.”! Here, for the first time in this series, we mest with
tha official or regnant designation of the Ehalif of Daghdad,
who has hitherto been referred to by the mere generie title
of * Commander of the Faithful.”

It would appear from this innovation, as if (thifs-ud-din
had already, indirectly, put himself in communication with
the Pontifieal Court at Baghdad, with a view fo obtaining
recognition as a sovereign prince in the Muslim hierarchy,—~
& further indication of which may possibly be detected in the
exceptional insertion of the month in addition to the ordinary
yoar of issue on the margin of No. 64 ; a specification which
will be found more fully developed in the succeeding mint-
ages, where it admits of an explanation which is not so
obvious or conclusive in this instance.

1 Altamsh himself scems fo have been mdifferent to this distinction, but its
importznce is shown in the early coinages of Mubammad bin Bém, who invarisbly
reserves the superlative prefix for his reigning brother, while he Iimits his awn
claims to the virtuslly comparative r!a.w.di. And further to mark fheso grads-
tions, he prominently adopts the higher title affer his brother's death, Chronicles
of Pathén Kings, pp. 12, 13, 14, Ariana Antiqus, pl. xx., flgs. 29, 35.
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No. 7. Silver. Bize, 3. Weight, 169 grs. PL i, fig. 5 Dated
20th of Rabf’al dkhir, s.m. 620. (7 specimens.)

{BVEESE. Beverse.
U TN | RO U FERE PP
ekl ol o ) 1 2 ol bt
el g bl ) S
50y s A Bl gt pally | Margin—,p Ll @L».!'. o
I.:J-."j A “J - J‘I Mﬁntﬁ‘)ﬁcr‘
O RN B S T | IO TR "‘.’.L““Ju.’._r"*"‘

No. 7a. Variety. Weight, 165 gre. Coin of the same date and
similar oharacter, which transfers the complete mama of ( Zs= into
the third Yine; the dubious prefix te the second g ol [ "..,J;\h Teads
more a8 je+, while the suggested su, above given, Gppears as yov.

If the preceding coins had left any doubt as to Ghiss-ud-
din’s designs In regard to the assumption of sovereign
power, the tenor of the legends on Nos. 7 and 7z, would
conclusively set thet question at rest. Here, not content
with the recently-errogated title of et} ikl we find
him ealling himself < Sultén of Sultdns,” by direct ap-
pointment of the Khalif,* associated with which is the entry

.1 Bea also Marsden, No. necrvr, p. 564.  There ato two coins of this type in
his collection in the British Musezm. Marsden remerke, ¢ The date of this coin,
the earlfest of thosa belonging to the prinees who governed Bengalin the name of
the Eings of Dehli, but who took all opportunities of rendsring themselyes in-
dependent, is expressed distinctly in wordg ..... Tha titles and patronymics of
the Bulthn by whom it wns struck are for the most part illegible; net 20 much
from obliteration, as from the original imperfect formation of the characters,”

2 The term SN ‘51.: in of frequent ocenrrence on the carly Muslin coinages,

sa0d is weually associnted with the name of the efficer—whatever his condition—
responsible for the mint ssues, as aom (g0 Jo which is travslated by

Frewha 28 “manibus” (e ourd et operd), Aknadis or  corante,”—a definitfon
aceepted in later days on the Continent as * par lex maing de, par lea xoina &2, eto,
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of a specific date, with the still more unusual definition of
the day of the month, which is preserved constant end nn-
varied throughout the entire issue. Mors remarkable still is
the abnormal departure from the conventional form of coin
legends, in the omission of the preliminary * 47 Sultdn,” and
the abrupt introduction of the regnal title of the once proba-
tional Hisdm-ud-din, under his more ambitions designation
of Ghids-ud-din. In short, the entire drift of the altered
superscription pointe to an intentional repreduction of some
formal phraseology, such as would be eminently consistent
with an official tramseript of the revered precept emanating
from Baghdad.

I shouwld infer from these coincidences that a formal
diploma had by this time been conceded by the Bupreme
Ponfiff, admitting the newly-erected kingdom of Bengal
within the boundaries of Islim, and confirming the reigning
mongrch in possession, with added titles and dignities. The
date so prominently repeated may either be that upon which
the patent was originally sealed, or more probably it points
to the auspicious moment of the reception of the ambassudors,
who conveyed the formal document and paraphernalia of
investment, at the Court of Lakhnauti. This nssignment in
no way disturbs my previous attribution of the inaugural
piece of Altemsh,! marking his aftaimment of the like
honours in a.H. 626. The very concession to the Bengal
potentate possibly led his once suzerain to seek a parallel
sanctification of his own rights, which he had previously heen
conten$ to hold by the sword: and the difficulty of com-
munication with Baghdid over slien kingdems and disturbed
frontiers would acconnt for a delay of the emissaries on the
one part and the other, which would not effect the open
ocean passage bebween the mouths of the Ganges and the
soe port of Bussorah.

In the 31'03011# instanee it would seem to implya more or less divect intervention
by the Cummander of the Faithful himeelf in l)a’vour of his nomince.

! Tnitial Coinnge of Bengal, I R.A.8. (w.s.) IL,p. 154, No. 1, sote; Chronicles
of the Pathin Eings, p. 46.  OF course this oxceptional issue will now have to
cede priority of date hoth to the Bengal coins of a1 614, ete., and likewise to
the northern picce of Altamsh, No. 8, which must he taken &s anterior to No. 10.
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Corxw oF ArTaMsm,

No. 8, Bilver., BSize 8} Weight, 168 pgrs. Square Kufic
characters, which scem to belong to Lahor or some northern
Mint.! Pl i fig. 6. sm B2%}P

(OBVERSE. REeverse.

ol ALY
mpadl 5 Lot RJPRE
iyl jitaall il eal 2
T SRTPON =) e

Brewear Comvs oP ATTAMSH SURSEQUENT TO THE BE-ASSEETION OF HIS
TapeR1AT Sway,

No. 9, Bilver. Size 8. Weight, 168 grs. Bengal type of Cein.

£.H, 522,
(BVERSE. . Revensr.
ol As in Nos. 6 and 7,—Coins
Lsall & el of Ghisa-ud-din, with the
? nsme of the Khalif 4I
iads) il el Ndsir-lo-din Tlah.
&—i-s—ibg M uUﬂLH-.“ .
Margin—
,-A-H }-:-A‘J—JL.J L-‘l—“ J’“ M)}ﬁ.:i ‘55 SL_J}-Q.‘HM
e by e

I Chronicles of the Pathan KinE, p- 15, PLA. fign. 4-8.
? This word as designating the coin is wnusnsl; but we hove the ferm
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Altamsh does not seem to have found it convenient to
proceed against his contumacious vassal, who was now ready
to meet him on almest equal terms, till ., 622, when the
coinage immediately attests one part of the compaet under
which peace was secured, in the exclusive use of the name
of the Emperor of Hindistin on the mouey of Bengal!
That the issue, represented by No. 9, procseded. from the
local Mints, is evident alike from the style and fabric of
the pieces, their defective metal, and the uncouth forms of
the letters of the legends.

No. 10. Silver. Bize 8. Weight 168 grs. (2 specimeus.)
Plate i. fig. 7. a.m 624.

OpvERsE, Revense.
paeh AR PP
oLl Ceads Al Jgusy e
sl iaalt oot PURRTRINI
st el il el !
! Margin—ped % % & <
gleday oty gy o

‘-_-’_r’-"ﬂﬂd for the Mint, and the 53 W el 88 the ordinary prefix to the
&utt or £ 431 of the Pathén monarchs. The letters on the Bengal ooins look

more like (s & i, which, however, does not seem to make sense, Frmhe long
ago suggeata;d that the word «u?p.5 ought to ba received ns & eubstantive, espe-
cinlly in those cascs Where the prepesition & did not follow it, in the given
sentence, ns a prefix to the name of the Mint dity.

yolay Sl &K ol 5 Ju e [0 162 ol 5 ] (o
Calontta taxt, pp. 163, 171.-—‘_}5 P ‘;5:,&_,. 1,,'.,-,__, .5,{.,, LL;._
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Al Zihir beamrillah, the Ehalif whose name is inseribed on this
coin, succeeded his father on the 2nd of Shawwal, s.m. 622, and
died oo the 14th RBajab, a.m. 623 (July 11, 1226 ap.), Bar
Hebrens, Adulfary), p. 302.

No. 11. Silver. Size 7. Woeight 167 grs. Unigue. FPL 1,
fiz. 8. A.m. 624.
Square ares, within double | REevERsE.
Enes, following the patfern of
some of the examples of Muo- Legend in the area as in
hammad Ghori’s coins. the lnst coin, with the

r..]:':_:g‘ uLl:_LmJ'. neme of the Ehalif 47

ihir.
el Ll aas #ekir

M‘M‘ﬁ‘ M“Bin—t{)‘ Lo ¥ K L5

The words | jmue ’.«J‘u ﬁn‘
gre inserted in the interstices
between the sguare area and
the cirenlar marginal line, as

in the Dehli coins of Bahrim
Bhéh.!

It might be supposed to be an open question as to whether
Ghi4s-ud-din ’ Aws or Nésir-ud-din Maehmid—the cldest son
of Altamsh and his viceroy in Bengal-—presided over the
Mints which put forth the coins classed under Nos. 10 and
11. As regards the Iatter, at present wnigue piece, there
can be little doubf, from its assimilation to the ordinary
Dehli models, that it formed a portion of the revised and
improved coinage of the south after Mehmid's defeat of
Ghifs-ud-din in 624 s\, In like manner, the nfroduction
of the term rh.p“ on No. 10, as a prefix to the title of

1 Chronicles of the Pathén Kings, p. 118,
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Sultdn Altamsh, points to a fecling of filial reverence, which
is altogether wanting even in Gthifs-ud-din’s repentent mani-
festo in the legend of No. 9. Mahmid’s appointment to the
Government of QOudh dates from a.m. 623,! and the tenor of
ous of the narratives of Minh4j-us-Sirsj would imply that he
proceeded southwards with but little delay ; so that all coins
bearing the date of 624, with the name of Altamsh, might
preferentially be assigned to his interposition, more especially
es Ghids-ud-din at and prior to this period had placed him-
gelf in a renewed attitude of insurrection.

Coin of Ndgir-ud-din Makbmid Shéh, as Vicoroy in Bengal.

The administration of the Bengal Mints under the official
auspices of Nisir-ud-din Mahmid, as developed in the issues
Nos. 10, 11, leads up to and confirms with more full effect
an identification I have hitherto been obliged to advocate in
a less confident tone—that is, the attribution of the piece,
reproduced in the woodeut below, under No. 12, fo the
eldest son of Altamsh, at some period fowards the close of
hig brief career.? With these newly-discovered evidences of
his overt intervention in the local currencies, the transition
to a subdued and possibly paternally-sanctioned numismatic
proelamation, in his own name, would be easy, more especially
if that advance was made simultaneously with the effusive
reception at Dehli of the reigning Khalif’s earliest recog-
nition of Alfamsh’s supremacy, coupled with the desirability
of making this Imperial triomph manifest in those southern
latitudes, where other dynastic names had already claimed =
prior sanctification.?

! Persian text, 180,

# Initinl Coinnge of Benpal, JLE.A.B. (§.s) IL, p. 182, Chronicles of the
Pathan Kings, p, 81.

¥ Minhgj-us-Sirkj, after completing his accoant of Nisir-ud-din’s conquest of
Ghias-ud-din *Awe, and the tronsmission of the spoils to the Sultin at Dehli,
continues—

Al ol aad ke @opdn il o colly 45 ey
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Such an authorized augmentation of the Prinee’s state is
rendered the more probable, as Altamsh in a measure shared
with his favourite son the honours and dignities conferred
by the Khalif, and simultaneously extended to him the right
to use an umbrella with the tint of Imperial red.! Nésir-
ud-din Mahmid, the contemporary biographer remarks, was
from that time looked wpon as the recognized successor to
the throne of Hinddstén. Equally, after Mahmiid’s prema-
ture death, his father still so held him in honour that his
body was brought to Dehli, and enshrined under one of the
choicest domes that Fastern Saracenie art could achieve,
which to this day, amid its now broken marbles, stands as &
monument of the virtues of this prince, and preserves in its
decaying walls the remains of ? the first royal tomb of the

Srl Sl Jd e b alalE Cpi o6 dlae oy
{nbﬂji—ﬁg‘fﬁ 3 pam loy das it e il ni.dadt‘;.ujs
**rg,‘jh@jm**hbmujiwmwjbs

{Bee also Elliot's Historians, ii., pp. 326, 329.)

The Ehsalif's emissary amrived st Dehli on the 22nd of Rabi'ul awwal, (3ed
month of) o.7. 626, p. 1vq, and news of the death of Nhgir-ud.din Mahmad
reached the capital in the §th month of the same year, p. 174.

1 The founder of the Ghaznavi dynasty, the Great Ssbuktipin, assumed regal
state uoder the shedow of 8 red umbrella. Altsmsh’s cosigns ave described as
black for the right wing sl dosen ;_-_sb]) and red for the keft wing ,,_-_;,-bb
J,j Bpunn B VP, Mu'izz-vd-din Mehammad bin Sam's standards bore the
same colours, but the discrimination it made that the élack pertained to the
Ghéris, and the red to the Tarks, p. trv, Ghifs-ud-din Muhzmmad bin Bim
used biack and red for the two wings respectively, p. 83.

% IxacrrprioN oN THE Tome oF Svrrdy Gsizr [NAsir-up-piv Marmin] ar
DegL1, DATED A.H, 620,

r!‘;:‘.l\ slanls rh.ul‘. il &Ll 2 sdn Ly Ll
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slave kings erected near the capital,' on the shattered entrance
arch of which we can still trace the devotional prayer of the
father for the soul of his son, whose mundane glories he
briefly epitomizes as ** King of Kings of the East,” implying,
in the conventional terms of the day, ell India beyond the
Gogra.

And sfill further to secure & contemporary memento of
kis lost heir, Altamsh conferred the same name and title
upoen a younger sen, whe, in his turn, was destined to oceupy
the throne of Dehli for twenty yoars, and the name of Nésir-
ud-din Mehiedd wes perpetuated anew in the next genera-
tion, under another dynasty, as the designation of Balban’s
heir, who carried it back to Bengal, where he was permitied
to found a new family of southern kings®who for half a
century succeeded in maintaining a fitful sovereignty, seldom
disturbed by the more powerful Sultns of Hinddstén.

b aadt oY el 53 il 3 g oot o, 0L
o2t sl ) coplins opadt ally Lol Gt Bl
kiy) ohe B s rmpall ol o Jlball ekt
1 Bl M pass spemr B ) AN gl Kl

Blaza y s 5 b i yped | lior oot i

This Tomb, which is known as the Makbaraf of Sultén Ghézi, stands zmid the
ruing of the village of Mullikpdr Eovi, aboul three miles dua west of the cele~
brated Eutb Minfir. Agir-us-Sunnadid, Dehfi, 1854, pp. 23, 30 (No. 12, 18,
Facsimile}, and 60 (modern transcript revised), See also Journal Asintique,
M. 6. de Tassy's translation of the Urdé text; also Journal Archwological Society
of Dehli, p. 57, and Hand-book for Dehli, 1863, p. 85.

! Rukn-ud-dfn Firtz Shth, ancthor son of Altamsh, who for a brief period
held the throne of Dehli, found a flual resting-place on tho chosen site of Mul-
likpr; and his brother in deferred successipn, entitled Mu'izz-ud-din Hakrdm
Skdh, followed him into the Tomba of*the Kings in the sume locality.—Asfr-us-
Sunnadid, pp. 26, 26. Eliot’s Historians, 1il, p. 382. Chronicles of Pathén
Kings, p. 290.

% See p. 35 infrd.
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No. 12. 8ilver. Bize 8. Weight, 1631 grs. Unigue. British
Museum.

AR T
Syas il o
Bl Ly ols

Al Mustansir billah was inengurated on the 14th of Rajab,
623 1.H.=1226 1.p,, the same day that his father Al Zihir died.
—Bar Hobrezeus, p. 308.

I quote in illustration of my previous remarks, the legends on
the specizl issue of Altamsh on the occasion of the receipt of his
diploma of investiture in A.m. 626.

Weight of the B, M. Coin, 164 graine.

OpvERsE—dl}l Jeoy oase alft 31 &)

Reveesp—As above, in No. 12, with similarly formed characters,!

It may be noted that on a like occasion of the reception of the
Egyptian Ehalif’s diploma at Dehli in 744 s.7., Muhammad bin
Tughlek adopted @ similar method of exhibiting his respect by
introdueing the pontiff’s name on the eoinage to the exclusion of
Lis owm.

The identification of the individual, who styles himself
Daulat 8héh, with many high-sounding prefixes, on the sub-
joined coin, demanded a certain amount of patient patch-

} Chronicles of the Pathin Kings, p. 46.
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work, which I have relegated to the note below.! Suffice it
to say that Dawlet Shdh bin HModid is the person who is
spoken of elsewhers as Ilkhtiyar-ud-din Bavxi ? A, and
who appears in history on the single occasion of his possess-
ing himeelf of the Kingdom of Bengal on the death of
Nigir-ud-din Mehmid, end his subsequent suppression and
eapture on the advance of Altamsh’s forces in the self-same
yeer, 627 a.H., he was unwise enough to record on his un-
authorized coinage.

L:J}é).’ﬁhdﬂ-m,u:bﬁhﬂ,u-m m&,ﬂigdhp.-xl.')d‘
Eln 0 (5 S D) g Spasr® gl ol s 6Ly
‘é‘m}.&l z;j)i ob il el Ul o);f wl,.m: L;u,.,(l
s 2 sy poome B g3 40 5 32 F8 Sl g
e e S e ety T e | b T
S (oo Jor epday Qo aad oy g0 5 o Jl e olo
Caloutta Text, p. 1VIS, e

@i jl o dey el s gz ol Gl e L
et el S e 30 5 3 ol apae il o 2L
Cnleutts Text, p. | \ﬁ_,
In the printed text, under the first Couct Circular list of the | .);1 3 J)L.
of Sulthn Bhams-ud-din, we find the fallowing eniry, u_,:,-i sl L.:-JJO
&.5'; J‘Eﬂ 4P ; ond in the second document, purpcrﬁn% to be & variant of
that official return, we read, cfla- lﬁ.; s UL"-'" upi‘.)l.“.:si S

(pp. {¥V and \WVA), which latter version is greatly Tmproved by the Oriental

Lord Chamberlain’s list presarved ina MS. in the B. M, (Addit. Mo. 26,189), which
assaciates more direetly the #itle with the name, and identifies the individual as

Ky slede ot last 24,
# The word Bafkd hus excreised the commentators, Xt may be found, however,
in the sarly Ghaznavi name of Balkd-Tigin. K.L! means a *camel colt,” and

U:L is “ handsome."
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No. 18. Silver. Size9}. Weight, 168. Digus. Plate i. fig. 9.

AR 6277
Opvznse. ; Reuverse.

Al et | S
RTEUPRWAY PPN ‘.Jr‘;di oWt sl Lol be
Al (gl A M KRNI A
w.:_-.,-,.i_!'.}_;.!uuﬁ el Nz ds ade

| Margin—gous & ypel ¥ *

| alces y o e

The reading of g_s_jlﬂ‘}-}‘ is speculative: the letters \o} are
distinct, as are alse the two dots of the o5, but that letter iésslf
cannot be traced, and the visible remains of the character succeeding
the lal are more like } or | than the suggested (5} .

Inseription of Altamsh.

Among the numerous inscriptions of Altamsh already
krown, no one possesses greater interest than the subjoined,
which has lately been published in the J.A.S. Bengal.

BudAén was one of Altamsh’s earliest charges, and from
thence he was called to supreme sovereignty at Dehli on the
death of Kutb-ud-din Aibeg.

Tnscription of Altamsh, on the gateway of the Jam'i Magid af
Buddén.!

poad wolt B, Sl taeth DY T sy Byl
1 Degiphered by Mr. Wilsen, C.5., Budafn.—F.A.8.B, 1872, p, 112.



32

U8y I Jast bl 5 allalt i 30, LS
o A ATl gl el ol Ml packt Fadlyd
e 4Ly Gl i Ll g

Deted, Remazdn a.p. 628 [Nov. 1230 a.p.].

Coin of Riztak,

T conclude this limited series, and complete this section of
the numismatic history of the gouth, by the reproduction of
the sole available dated coin of Riziah, minted at Lakhnauti,
in A.H. 685, After this epoch there follows an interval of
more than half a cemntury, during which we discover no
coing of Bengal proper. But the year 691 A.x, may be said
{0 Inaugurate a new ere, represented by the mintuges of the
more frmly-established local kings of the family of Négir-
ud-din Mahmid, the son of Balbam, who, perhaps wisely,
preferred the placid repose of & guasi-viceroyalty at Lakh-
nauti, to the turmoils of the Imperial threne, to which he
was the acknowledged heir. He does not seem to have
arrogated to himself the right to coin; and it was left to his
second son Kai Kéids to resume that symbol of independent
power.

No. 14. Silver, Weight, 164'5 gra. 8ize, 7. ILskhnauti, .7, 635.
The late General T. P. Smith,!

OBvERsE, Reveese.
I._E_c #t et rL-!H dgc t,,ﬁj
JPSNEY VN | A LR\ g 38 ) P e el
qw\ el et 2l pymmnirgt]
griap ol b | Mot
silatas 5 e p Quass

' Chronteles of the Pathfin Kings, Ng, 90, p. 107. A similar coin {wan
in the date) is figured aud deacnbecF?n the J. R A8, {w.a.) IL, p. 186, (manting
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I may, perhaps, be permitted fo extend this paper beyound
the exaet limit covered by Mr. Broadley’s collection, in order
to gather up such later antiquarian gleanings as chance to
illustrate the obscure section of the history of Bengal during
the first helf-century of the 107 years comprised in the
EKooch Bihér representative accumulations, which formed
the subject of my previous paper on “ The Initiel Coinage of
Bengal,” or, in effect, to follow up the local changes, of
which we have cccasgional monumental records, down to the
time when Ili4s Shih attained independence, and expanded
his boundaries and hie power into imperial proportions.

The energy and research of our fellow-labourers in the
Faet has been largely rewarded in these days by the number
of inscriptions brought to light in various parts of the
country, which have been deciphered, 2nd more or less com-
pletely pablished in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal under the supervision of their eritical and in-
defatigable secretary, Dr. Blochmann, to whom we are
indebted for such comprehensive analyses of the learning
and traditions of the Court of Akbar and subsequent Mughal

moenarchs,
TwscrIPTION A.

The first mural record in point of date of which at present
ouly a brief outline is available, consists of the
Inscrrerion oF TueErin Kmiw AT BIimar,
which is described as pertaining to “an edifice built i
AH, 640, or ap, 1242, by ’Izz.ud-din Abulfath Tughril
Khén, who styles himself Sultén, and assumes other regal
epithets, as Khikdn-ul-Mu'assem, Khallada-Haht mulakhu,”

etc.!

This is a most suggestive contribation to the other revela-
tions of the condition of the country at this time, from which,
on the full deciphorment of the original text, we may per-
chance gain new knowledge of the ever imminent revolutions

! J.A.8.B, Procecdings, November, 1871, p, 247,

L of C
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of regnant vassals in pariibus infidelium against abgent
Muhammadar Emperors.

There is nothing, however, to cause surprise in the as-
sumption of royal titles by Tughril on this oceasion, as,
although he had been a firm adherent of the Hmpress
Rizfah, had been endowed by her with the henours of the
red umbrella, and had coined assiduously the only silver
money bearing her name hitherto discovered, his devotion to
the Tmperial throne was confessedly shaken after her death,
and in this self-same year, 640 a.m., taking advantage of
the weakness of the reigning monarch at Dehli, he pro-
coeded to snnex the provinece of Karra Ménikptir, which
in itself constituted an overt act of rebellion against his
Buzerain.!

The next division of the Initial Coinage of Bengal brings
u8 info much more definite contact with the realities of
medimval remsing, and reminds me that on my first en-
deavour fo identify the Kai Kius of the Kooch Bihér coins,
I was obliged o crave indulgence in the mere reading of
the datea so incoherently defined on his mintages. I had,
for the time, to abandon all faith in the units, to claim only
dubious credence for the decimals; though the Aundreds
necessarily remained beyond eavil, even had the Bengal
Mint-officials blundered in the definition of the alien Semitie
legends with more than fheir accustomed licence.

I was, however, venturesome enough on that occasion to
suggest—in dotted lines and duly reserved square brackets—
that the then obscare Hai Edds ought to have a place in the
family free of the house of Balban, a c¢laim which had
ascaped the record of contemporary biographers, or the
knowledge of Iater commentators on the loeal events in
Bengal. I have since found abundant testimony towards
establishing his true place both under the one and the other
aspect.

On a recent occasion of reviewing wy previous Essay on
the Initial Coinage of Bengsl, T embodied, with more confi-

1 Minhaj-us-Birdj, Pertian text, p. 243. Stewart's Bengsl, p. 61.
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dence,! the restored genealogical tree, of which the following
18 & transcript:

Sulldn Balban, Emperor of Hind(atin

I
Mubammad (Shahid) Ngic-ud-din Mah.mﬁ.ﬂI, Bughrd Kidn, of Bengal

Kai Ehusrey
]
Sidtdn M/ tez-ud-din l?.mi-n-:ld-din ;‘.'i.’iam-lud-dirs
EurxusiD, Kax Kids, Fizgz 8uin,
Emperar of Hindtstan King of Bengal King of IBengal
| — » gl
Bhakdb-wd-din Ndgir-ud-din Ghids-ud-din Kuflc Hhdn
Hogagri 3ain, Baginor 8
Eing of Bengal EKing of Bengal

In support of this direet line of descent, I can now ¢uote
evidence from two confirmatory sources, the incidental men-
tion of Kai Kils as “the second son" of Nésir-ud-din
Mahmid, on the eve of the interview of fhe rivel morarchs,
EKailubid, the eldest son, Sultdn of Hinddst4n, and their
father, the oceupying Lord of Bengal, which forms the sub-
ject of Mir Khueri Dehlavi’s celebrated poem the *“ Kirdn-
us-&’adatn ;” * and, also, the inscription reproduced in e-
fenso helow, which conclusively identifies the same prince in
the paternal relation, and simultansously attests his eventual
regal succession in Bengal.

InscripTION B.

Inscription of Kat Kads in Gangardmpir, Dingjpir, at
Damdamah, the old Deckdt,® dated Muharram, 697 AH.
[Qet., 1207 4.D.]

W3 o) bl S g 3 st 5 Ledll i 1
) et g Ognst r Al (uglCS s 31 3l e

L Chronicle, p. 148,

% Professor Cowell's mrticle in Journ. Aa. Boe. Bengal, 1860, p. 234; and
Eiliot's Historians, iii., p. 430,

* 8¢e Buchanan's Dinsjptr, p. 50; and enté, p. 2.
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Dr. H. Brocamawn's TRANBLATION.

*This mosque was built during the reign of the king of kings, Rukn-ud-dunyi-
waddir, the shadow of God upen earth, Kai Kéis Shih, son of Mahmdd, eon of
the Sultn, the right hand of the Khalifah of Guod, the helper of the commander
of the faithful—may Gad perpetuate his rote and kingdom I—at the order of the
Lord of the age, by Shihab.ul-hagq-waddin, o second Alexander, the Ulugh.i-
*Azam Huméyin Zafar Khén Bahram Itgin-—may God perpetuate his rule and
kingdom, and may Grod prolong his life ! —under the supervision (batauliyat) of
Jaléh Jowand of Molthn, On the lst Moharram, 697 a.m. [10th Oct., 1297).""

T have reproduced in full the above inseription, slike in
text, translation, and commentary,! as it corrects an avowedly
imperfect reading which T had been favoured with by Col.
Nassau Lees. Dr. Blochmann was so obliging as to forward
me 2n impression of the original, that I might satisfy myself
of the aceuracy of the translation now given; but I have
unfortunately mislaid the facsimife reproduction, and there-
fore abstain for the moment from any further comments.

* Dr. Blochmann continues :—*' Ay mentioned above, this inseription is quoted
by Mr. Thomsas in his Chronicles of the Pathén Kings, p. 140, where a ‘rongh’
translation by Colonel Nossam Lees is given. The ¢ tranalation * leaves out the
pame of the builder, and wrongly pufa hia titles in apposition to the worde
Khusraws samdn. The absenee of 2 facsimile has led Mr, Thomas to state $hat
Kui Kéis confessed alloginnes to *Ald-ud-din of Dihli, whe is the Bikandar-
usséni par excellence ; bub the grammaticsl construction of the zentence, and the
idism, show that the worda ¢Bikendar-ussénf, Tlugh-i-’Azam Humfiyfin and
Eafar Khén,’ are merely titles of Bahrim Tigin, He must have been a Malik of
high rank, as the titles are kigh ; but my Trikeni inscriptions {about to be pub-
lished in this volume) give Maliks not only similar iitles, but alse the phrase
¢ May God purpetuate his rule and kingdom,” and even julia names, if I moy say
ao. ¢Shibab-ul-Heqq-wad-din,' therefore, is merely the julis nams of Malik
Zafar Khie, and shows, moreover, that the Sikandar-usgini’ cannot be *Ala-nd-
din, whose full julis neme with the Zunysé was *Als-ud-din ALdubmuzafar
Mubammad Shah.”  This inseription is farther referred to by Mr. W. M. Bourks
{1872, p. 148}, who expresses a hope that his new “rnbbings,"" now submitted
to the Bociety, may resoive Dr. Blochmann's donbt regarding a portion of this
Iaecription, and supply the date in his Ne. 4 Inseription,
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Iwscrrrmion C.

Inscription of BHams-vn-niv Firoz of Bengal, on Zafar
EKhén’s Madrasah, at Tribeni,! dated 4.1 718,

o ehai b Flall A poall pd s % aasdt 1) st
‘Hu‘gaﬁ‘n.}b’ rhﬂi, EG'“ elo fnl 2l Yy Rbls age

S Aall 1 s Ca oy ppnaltel) Sy o opat!
JASE. 1670, p. 287, ‘sl A ads WA SLa

The text goes on to say that the inscription was engraved
under the direction of Khén Mubammad Zafar Khén, on the
1st of Muharram, 713 s\ Zafar Khén's Hosgue, in the
same locality, bears the earlier date of 698 a.m. (4.0, 1298).

T Tribeni or Triveni (as Mr. Money writes ity J.A.8.B., 1847, p. 393}, N. of
Hagli. Dr. Blochmann adds, “Tribeni is often called Tripani (“three strenms ™},
and by the Mubammadans Tripani ShdApar, or Firizdbdd (see also Ain-i-Akbari
{Gladwin), ii., p. &; F.R.A.8. (w.a.) IL. {1866}, p. 202, Note L, and Nota 1, p. 205).
Dz, Blochmann, in adverting to Mamsden's coin of Thj-nd-din Firiz Shdh (No,
pecixxvin, and Laidley, JA.S.R., 1846, pL v, fig. 17), has followed the old
authorities in attributing the picce to a Bengal king of that name, and dees not
sgem 1o be nware that the coin was minted in the Dakhen in 807 a.u., during the
reign of tha Bahmdni Firaz Shah (a.m. 800 t0 325). Bec my Chronicles of the
Pathéin Kings, p. 345. On the other part, I have to thank Dr. Blochmann
for & reetification, to which he scema to attach an undue importance,—J.A.8.B.,
July, 1872, p. 119, TIn my recent work just qmoted,  had occasion to notice,
en pawsant, the contemporary coins of the local dypasties more or less connected
with the central Muhammadan Imperialism. Among other hitherte unpublished
specimens, I described a coin of ‘“Abmad Shah bin Ahmad Shéh, Alwali, 47
Rakmani,” (p. 348), dated 856 A.m., awd I sobmitied, without sny reserve,
in illustration of the piece itsel, a facsimile of the original, designed and
executed by en independent artist—which may be seen to be defective in
both the snbordinate peints, in which Dir. Blochmann has the advantage
of me in a befter preserved and more fully legible coin lately acquired by
Colone} Hyde. I take uo blame to myself for rending the sdsoliiely detached

¢Fyy of the one specimen for the improved 1_!})! of the other, nor am T sur-
prised &t the appearance of tha concluding word k.?“-*’"“ when it is to Le

found in the very mext page of my work, where I had full authority for- ite
titation.
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Ixscrrerions D. E. F,
Further Inscriptions of Shams-ud-din Firds.

Dr. Blochmann contributes the following remarks towards
the ejucidation of some unpublished records of this king:

“The inseriptions at Tribeni near Hiagli mention the
same king (Shams-ud-din Firiz) as having reigned in 1813
ADn. Two of Mr. Broadley's inscriptions—and this will
show the value of his discoveries—prove—

1. That Firtiz slready reigned in 1309 over (Western)
Bengal, or Lakhnauti.

2. That South Bihir under him belonged to Bengal,
whilst other inscriptions show that Bihér in 1352 again
belonged to Debli.

8, That Shams-ud-din had 2 son of the name of Halim
Khir, who 1n 1309 and 1315—and hence most likely during
the intervening yezra—was governor of Bihar.”!

As respects the later numismatic acoessions to this hence-
forth second period of the Muslim annals of Bengal, they may
be said to be confined to minor varieties and repetitions of
known types, whose dates are, ag yeof, imperfectly ascerfained.,
A single coin of mark claims aftention, in the shape of & gold
piece of Bzhadur Shéh, part of his tribute or recognition
money (similar to the silver piece No. 9, 0.8.} coined in his
own name, but with the full acknowledgment of the su-
premacy of Muhammed bin Tughlak. The piece itself is the
property of Mr. Delmerick—to whom we owe the first notice
of the wunigue coin of the Bactrian king Pisfo, which has
lately been secured for the British Museum ;*—a medal, I
may remark, en passanf, that contributes the most striking
testimony to the value of numismatic inquiries perhaps ever
adduced, in confirming by the single dete, hitherto known in
the entire Bactrian series, which appears ox its surface, the

1 «The two inscriptions of Halitn Khén contain the dates 1309 and 1315 ; the
former inseription seams to have belonged to & Baraf, the latter to a Mosque.”
J.A.8.B., Proceedings, 1871, p. 246.

* JLA8.B,, Fehruary, 1872, p. 34,
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exact opoch of Fukratides’ death in s.c. 165, which had
already been speculatively fixed from less definite data.!
The apecific determination of thiz era is of the highest im-
portance as giving us a standpoint, so to say critical, towards
the closs of a dynasty, whose members left so few poaitive
iraces behind them, and whose annale were little likely to
have heen preserved either by the hostile races who succeeded
them, or their indifferent cousine who remained in the an-
cestral homes of the West,

I Eave little left to say, in conelusion, beyond momentarily
adverting to one of the confessed diffienlties of the day, the
identification of the easily-shifted sites of Eastern cities,
whose removal, apart from the eaprice of the rulers, was, in
this locality, at all times liable to be sugpested, if not en-
forced, by Nature herself, in the ever-changing chammels of
the waters of the Delta of the Ganges.?

With regard to the emplacement of Pundua or “Firdzpir,”
2 poesible claimant has appeared in the shape of the “ Pun-
doosh ¥ (2% 3'-88° 18') near Hoghli, which iz in a measure
connected with the ares of Shams-ud-din Firis of Bengal’s
extant memorials at Tribeni, one of the subordinate villages
of which still retains the alternative name of * Firdzib&d.”?

But I am catiefied that the Pandua, nesr Maldah,? iz the

1 Prinsep's Bssnys, ii, p.176. J.R.A.8.{0.s8) XX, p.119. Gen, Cunningham
Num. Chron. ix. (1369), p. 230 I am now, apart from other reasons, the less
inclined to accept the author's 83 of the Bactrian ers "'—which he derives from =
gugsi-monogram on the coins of Heljocles.

3 This is & description of the loeal peeuliarities published in 1820¢. “Tn tracing
the sea coant of this Delta, there are eight openings found, each of which appearsto
be = privcipal mouth of the Ganges. As a strong presumptive proof of the wander-
ings of that river, from one side of the Delta to the other, it may be obearved, that
there 8 no appearanee of virgin earth between the Tiperah bills on the east and
the distzict of Burdwéin on the west; nor below Dacea and Baunleah on the north,
In"ali the eections of the numerous creaks and rivers of the Delta, nothing spipem
bat sand and black moold in regular strata, until the elay is reached, which forms
the lawer part of their beds ; nor is there any substance so coarss &a graval either
in the Delia, or nearer the sex than 400 miles (by the coursa of the Ganges) st
Qudannlls, where s rocky poiut, part of the base of the neighbouring bills,
projecta into the river.” —Hamilten's Hindostan, i., p. 123,

¥JAS, Bsngal. 1870, p. 282, and note, p. 87, antd,

¢ Rennell and Stewart were alike conviaced that the northern city of that name
was the stene of Fir(z's contest with Iliks Shah, Rennell remarks : “ Pundus,
or Purruah, mentioned as & royal residence in Bengal, in the year 1352 (Dow, i
340), [4%0. edit. i, 326; Brigge, 1., 449], ie about eeven miles to the north of
Mauldah, and ten from the nearest part of Gonr, Many of ita ruine yet remain,
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real place of mintage of the coins bearing the royal designa-
tion of this prince, which later in point of time supersedes
the discarded record of ¢ Lakhnauti” on the local currency.
‘While the group of *“Ssven Villages® or Townships in Lower
Bengsl is defined solely by the appropriate mint term of
“ Satgaon,” whose leading centre perkeps oscillated according
to the progressive changes of the convenient wharves and
landing-places of that emporium. If T could be equally
certain of the very reasonable idemtification of * Jugdula”
(25° 10-87° 58") of our recent surveys,! with the * Akddieh >
of the Muhammadan historiens,® the case would be complete
and final in favour of the northern metropolis,

Colonel Haughton’s recent investigations emable him to
eny that Ghidspir is also “near (Gaur, about one mile N.W,
of Maldah.”? And Dr. Blochmann very safely affirms that
Muaszamdbdéd 13 in Sonargaon.! A small incidental note
will be found at p. 9 enté, on Deokét and the Muslim Lakh-
nauti, but the subject under its geographical aspect, promises
to repay more ample investigation,

articnlarly the Addeenah mosgue, and the “})avement of & vory long efrest, which
ieg in ths line of tha roed lesding from Mauldeh to Dinagepour.”—Rennsll, Map,
etie., . 66.

Stewart’s understanding of the localitics may be traced ini the following passage :
% Tlyas took post himeclf i the fort of Akdala; leaving his son o defend the n!;?'
of Pondus {neer Mauldsk), which for some time past he had wade hia capital.
The Emperor advanced to a place now called Firogptirib4d, and commenced &he
(}?eraﬁ{mu of the siege of Pundua.,”—Hist. Bengal, p. 84, Bea also Hamilton’s

industan, i, 230.

1 Surveyor General of India's latest Mapa.

2 Theqe passeges are given at large in my previous paper. J.R.A.B, IL, p. 208.
Hee also B'gp. 208-210, and Btewart’s Bengal, pp. 84 note, 86 and 87 ; a5 well as
Elliot’s Historiaus, iii., pp, 204-308.

3 Bee Chronicles of Pathin Kings, 153. Ain-i-Akbari, ii,, p. 3, suppt., and
Grant's Report, p. 372,

1 Proceedings As. Soc, Bengal, April, 1870, p. 121,
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