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Hon. JOHN WATTS (I.) 
Was one of the most prominent and efficient of 
the gentlemen who founded the New York 
Society Library, in the year 1753, and was 
chosen one of the twelve trustees. The sixth 
gentleman on the firstBoard of Trustees at the 
meeting held on 7th May, 1754, was the Hon. 
John Watts. His name is the first among the 
corporators and on the charter granted byKing 
George 111. to the Society Library, anno 1772, 
which charter he had been the most active and 
efficient toprocure. 

He was born inNew York, sth April,1715, 
o. s. He was very precocious from childhood ; 
and, as soon as old enough, was sent abroad to 
complete a finished education, and became one 
of the most eminent lawyers in the country. 

In the year 1752 he was one of the Members 
of Assembly for the State of New York ; and, 
with his colleagues, David Jones, John Thomas, 
Paul EichardB, William Walton and Henry 
Cruger, was appointed to defend New York 
against both NewHampshjre and Massachusetts, 
to settle the boundary line between those States. 
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Inthe year 1747, November 13th, he bought
the "Rose Hill"farm, of about one hundred 
and thirty acres, bounded on the south by what 
is now —21st Street, on the east by the East 
River, and reaching over what is now Madison 
Square which locality was then a pond of 
water, affording skating facilities ivwinter. It 
stretched along the Post Road a considerable 
distance to the north. Itwas named from the 
ancestral estate of the "Watts family inScotland, 
near Edinburgh. A handsome mansion house 
rose upon a prominent site, from which a broad 
avenue lmed with graceful elms extended west­— 
erly to 'the. Post Road the gateway being at 
about the present corner of 28th Street and 
Fourth Avenue. He purchased this property 
from [his brother-in-law] Lieutenant-Governor 
James de Lancey, then Chief Justice and origi­

% nally a portion of the Stuyvesant farm. 
Itwas a charming nook, and, during its oc­

cupancy by the family in the summer time, was 
the favorite resort of the gay aristocracy of the 
metropolis, as John Watts and his stately wife 
[Anne de Lancey] were so connected with the 
leading families as to hold an important place
in society.

In the year 1752 the Merchants' Exchange 
was erectea in the middle of Broad Street. It 
was the first public exchange ever erected in 
this city. The Corporation subscribed £100, 
and the rest of the money was raised by John 
Watts and others byprivate subscription.

John Watts was a master of political econo­
my, a scholar of no ordinary attainments and a 
brilliant logician. His letters, while on the 
Committee ofCorrespondence, were among the 
finest productions of that decade. His ready 
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mind could meet and solve knotty problems, 
and his sound judgment was invaluable inthe 
straightening of crooked paths. He grew con­
stantly in importance, and was soon appointed 
to the Council (1758) and, in matters of mo­
ment, his advice was oftener sought by the 
Governor than that of any other member of his 
august body. Hepossessed a remarkably cheer­
ful temper, which no disappointment could dis­
turb, and a brain full of resources. He was a 
perfect philosopher, as was his son and name­
sake, of the Marcus Aurelius school, of which 
the motto was Olquinmutas [a word not to be 
found inany authorities examined].

He was introduced into the King's Council 
in1756, by the interest of Sir Charles Hardy,
and continued therein until the Eevolution dis­
solved the connection between the colonies and 
mother country. . 

In the year 1762-3 he was attorney to his 
Excellency General Monckton, late Governor of 
*the Colony of New York. 

John Watts was one of the most active and 
violent in his opposition to the famous Stamp
Act of 1764, and his letters and speeches are" 
quoted as being "polished, wittyand sarcastic. 
He was probably one of the most influential 
men in New York in causing its repeal in the 
next yep*

"Withthe first ofAprilsunshine inthe year 
1776 came General Israel Putnam, the redoubt­
able hero of English and French adventure in 
the old colonial wars, having been sent forward 
by General "Washington to command in New 
York until his own arrival. He took up his 
abode in the Kennedy mansion, No. 1 Broad­
way, which had been vacated by the removal of 
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the [owner and builder's] family into New 
Jersey. Some of his officers quartered them­
selves temporarily in the Watts mansion, 
adjoining tne former city residence of the 
notable counsellor." 

A [sensational] incident is related of the 
manner in which the Hon. John Watts, Senior, 
being a staunch royalist, left the country at that 
time. SomcToFhis letters had been intercepted 
on their way to England on the sth April, and 
read at one of the New York coffee houses be­
fore a crowd of excited people, who became in­
furiated on the instant and surged about his 
residence, threatening violence and destruction. 
Judge Robert R. Livingston (the father of the 
Chancellor), who lived justabove on Broadway, 
was returning from court, dressed inhis scarlet— 
robes, and, seeing the danger to his friend for, 
however opposed politically, the two great lead­
ers ofopposing principles— were at heart warmly
attached to eacn other he mounted the steps 
of the Watts mansion, at the peril of his lite, 
and waved his hand .to the angry multitude, 
commanding silence. He was gifted inoratory
and held the crowd spellbound with his elo­— 
quence taking the opportunityunseen to whis­
per directions for retiringMr. Watts to a build­
ing on the rear; and continued his harangue
until the rescue was completed, when he was 
escorted by the rioters to his own house with 
cheers. 

On that night Counsellor Watts was taken 
on board the Charlotte, a British man-of-war, 
and shortly afterward sailed for England. Be­
fore his departure, however, he clasped Judge 
Livingston in his arms, exclaiming with pas­
sionate warmth, MGod Almighty bless you, 
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Robert, Ido not believe you have an enemy 
in the world." [This incident is found among 
the Livingston apocrypha, and like other por­
tions of the apocrypha may and may not be 
correct]. Mr. Watts says of his departure 
(in a memorandum found among his papers, 
"Having embarked in the Charlotte packet
4th May, and left the lighthouse at seven 
in the morning of the day following, with a 
heavy heart, foreseeing the distresses which 
were hanging over us." 

Mrs. Watts accompanied her husband, but 
died two months after her arrival in England, 
and the death of Mr. Watts was announced 
from Wales withina brief period. He died in 
Wales, a martyr to conscientious duty and true 
loyalty, 22d January, 1777, and was buried in 
St. James, Picadilly, London. 

Mr. "Watts was one of the most noticed, dis­
tinguished and powerful men in the Colony or 
Province of New York. After fillinga number 
of public offices, with credit to himself and 
benefit to his fellow-citizens, he was made a 
member of the King's Council and designed to 
be the Lieutenant-Governor and acting Gover­
nor of the Province. He was the first Presi­
dent of the New York Hospital, and one of the 
founders of the New York (Society) Library in 
1753. Driven into exile by an ungrateful popu­
lace, whose rights he had always endeavored 
to maintain, his elegant property confiscated, 
although, through absence from the country, he 
should have been excepted from the effects of 
such an iniquitons act of spoliation and ven­
geance.

He was married in New York, July, 1742, 
to Ann de Lancey (born 23d April, 1723, and 
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died 3d July, 1776), sister of James de Eancey, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of New 
York, by whom he had issue, 

I. Eobeet Watts, born inNew York, 23d 
August, 1743, o. s. Christened by 
Key. Mr.Vesey, WilliamAlexander. 
He married M!ary, daughter of Lord 
Stirling. 

IIAnn Watts, born in New York, 20th 
Sept., 1744. Christened by Rev. Mr. 
Vesey. She was married to Hon. 
Archibald Kennedy, afterward the 
eleventh Earl of Cassilis. 

111.	 Stephen Watts, born inNew York,30th 
July, 1746. Christened by Rev. Mr. 
Charlton. He died young. 

IV Susanna Watts, twin, born in New 
York,30th July, 1746. Christened by 
Rev. Mr.Charlton. She died young. 

V.	 John Watts, born in New York, 27th 
August, 1749. Christened by Rev. 
Mr. Barclay. He died anno 1836. 
He was married to his cousin, Jane 
de Lancey.

VI, Susanna Watts, born in New York, 
24th Feb., 1751. Christened by the 

Rev. Mr.Barclay. She was married 
to Philip Kearny. 

VII. Mary [the *<lovely Polly"] Watts, 
born in New York, 27th Oct., 1753. 
Christened by Rev. Mr.Barclay. She 
was married to Sir John Johnson, 
Bart. 

VIII Stephen Watts, born inNew York,-24th 
Dec, 1754. Christened by Rev. Mr. 
Barclay. [He was the British Hero 
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of Oriskany, 1777.1 He was married• -n 1 1 . If O 
1_ TkT x.inEngland to Miss Sarah Nugent. 

IX.Mabgaret "Watts, born in New York,

14th Dec, 1755. Christened by Key.


Mr. Auchmuty. She died anno 1836.

Shewas married toMajorßobert Leake,
-
Commissary General to Braddock, 
who died a few years after marriage. 

X. James Watts, born inNew York, anno 
1756. He died ininfancy. 

The Honorable John Watts 11., of New / 

York, was the fourth child of the 
Honorable Robert Watt, of Edinburgh, Scot­

land, and the CityofNew York, who was born 
in the first-named place, anno 1680, and [finally] 
emigrated to America about the year 1710. He 
resided inNew York the residue ofhis lifetime, 
and died there 21st September, 1750. 

The place of his nativity and residence in 
Scotland was "Rose Hill,"an ancient estate 
about a mile west ofEdinburgh on the old Glas­
gow road. The Rose Hillestate is nearly all 
built over, and the Caledonian Railway passes 
through it. 

The Watts home still stood in 1860, ina fair \ 
state of preservation. Itwas a quaint, old-fash­
ioned building, some sixty feet square and three 
stories high, with four windows in a row on 
every floor. Its situation is high, affording a 
splendid view to the west and south. There is 
a two-story building, about twenty feet square, 
a little to the rear of it,like a tower, separate
for offices. 

Governor Hunter proposed Robert Watts 
[who had added an « to his original name, 
Watt, why and when his son never heard] to 
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the "Lords ofTrade of the CityofNew York, 
anno 1715. He had been a resident of New 
York about five years. The Governor named 
him as "a gentleman of sound sense, high 
respectability, large wealth and known affec­
tion to the Government. He seems to have 
been a young man ofmany personal attractions, 
ofconsiderable culture and of rare prominence. 

Among those who dispensed the hospitalities 
of the best society in New York, in the year
1736, were Chief Justice de Lancey, Robert 
Watts, Abraham de Pcy ster, Jr.,Philipvan Cort­
landt, James Alexander, Colonel Henry Beek­
man, Cadwallader Colden, and others, with a 
liberality and grace which have rarely been 
surpassed.

Robert Watts was foreman of the Grand 
Jury on the trial, April 21, 1741, of the Con­
spirators in the famous Negro Plot to burn the 
fort and the city, which was discovered and 
suppressed.

He was married in New York in the year 
1706 to Mary Nicholl, daughter —of William 
Nicoll [who had dropped the s originally 
Nicholls] of New York and Islip, Long Island 
(and Anne van Rensselaer, daughter of Jere­
miah van Rensselaer and Maria van Cortlandt), 
by whom he had issue four children, 

I.Anne Watts, born about the year 1707. 
She died inEdinburgh, Scotland, about 
the year 1724, unmarried. 

11.	 Margaret Watts, born about the year 
1709. She died in Edinburgh, Scot­
land, unmarried. 

111.,	 Mary Watts, born in May, 1713. She 
died inanno 1736. She was married 
in March, 1732, to Captain Richard 
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Riggs, commanding one of the Inde­
pendent Companies in by whom 
she had issue an only son : 1. John 
Riggs, born about the year 1733 ; he 
died inchildhood. 

IV. John Watts, born in New York, sth 
April, 1715. (Account of him given 
above.) 

Robert Watt, ofRose Hill,near Edinburgh,
Scotland, and [afterwards Watts of] the City 
of New York, was the second son of 

John Watt, of Rose Hill[his estate] near 
Edinburgh, Scotland, was born about the year 
1650. He had three sons and two daughters, 

I.Adam Watt, born at Rose Hill,circa 
1678. He died about the year 1736. 
Hehad issue two sons and a daughter : 
1. John Watt, born circa 1705. He 
died unmarried, "middle aged." 2. 
Adam Watt, born circa 1708. He was 
Professor of Humanity inEdinburgh, 
and died unmarried about the year
1735, aged 27 years. 3. Margaret
Watt, born circa 1710. She died un­
married "at an advanced age," anno 
1783. 

11.	 Robert Watt [Watts in New York], 
born at Rose Hill,circa 1680. (Ac­
count of him given above.) 

111.	 John Watt, born at Rose Hill,circa 
1682. He died in Philadelphia, Pa., 
unmarried, about the year 1707. 

IV.Margaret, or Mary Watt, born at 
Rose Hill,circa 1672. She was mar­
ried at Rose Hill,18th April,1692, to 
Sir Walter Riddell of Riddell, fourth 
Baronet of Nova Scotia, eldest son 

/ 
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of Sir John Kiddell, third Baronet, 
bywhom she had issue. (See "Burkes 
Peerage." London, 1878.) 

V. Alice Watt, born at Kose Hill,circa 
1675. She was married first to Mr. 
Scott, of Fife, in Scotland, by whom 
she had issue a daughter, who was 
married to Mr.Erskine, an advocate. 
Her second husband was Mr.Calder­
wood, Lord G-oltown of the Sessions, 
by whom she had no issue. 

Kobert Watts, ofNew York, eldest child of 
Honorable John Watts of same place, was born 
in New York, 23d August, 1743, o. s. He was 
one of the Founders of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce in 1768, and was elected a mem­
ber, 3d May, 1768. On the reorganization 
of the New York Society Library, in1788, Mr. 
Robert Watts, son of Counsellor and Honorable 
John Watts, 1., was elected as a Trustee. 

His residence was at Rose Hill,near Ford-
ham, Westchester County, New York, now the 
grounds of the Roman Catholic Seminary (St.
John's, Jesuit). He died inPhiladelphia.

He was married, anno 1767, to Lady Mary, 
eldest daughter of Major-General WilliamAlex­
ander, Earl of Stirling [whose grandmother was 
Maria de Peyster, eldest daughter of Johannes 
de Peyster, first of the name inNew York], by 
whom he had issue many children, of whom, 
however, five only lived to maturity. 

I.Sarah Maria Watts, born circa 1770, 
at Rose Hill,N. Y. She was mar­
ried first to Doctor Nicolas Roinaine, 
of Bath, England, by whom she had 
no issue, and secondly to Peter Ber­
tram Cruger, Esq., of New York, a 
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widower with eight children and 
father of John C. Crnger, Esq., of 
Eed Hook, Duchess County, N.T. 

IIAnne (or Nancy) "Watts, born 22d 
January, 1780, at Eose Hill,N.T., 
and died 2d May, 1835. She was 
married, 21st December, 1803, to her 
cousin -german, John Watts Kearny 
(born 11th Nov., 1778, and died 27th 
Dec, 1852), by whom she had issue 
eleven children. He was married se­
condly, and had issue eight children. 

11l Catherine Watts, born circa 1782, at 
Rose Hill,N. Y. She was married 
to Henry Barclay, son of his British-Majesty's Consul General at New 
York, Henry Barclay, Jr., who re­
sided at Saugerties, Ulster County,
N. Y. No issue. 

IV, Robert Watts, born 19th Sept., 1784, 
inNew York City, and died at Stock-
bridge, Mass., 4th Sept., 1850. He 
graduated at Columbia College in 
1803. He was one of the most un­
aifectedly and naturally witty men 
who ever breathed. He was mar­
ried inJune, 1811, to Matilda Ridley
Frances Sherburne, daughter ofMat­
thew Ridley, of Baltimore, Md., by 
whom he had issue four sons (living
in1854), 

1. Robert Watts, M.D., born 31st 
August, 1812, at his father's country 
seat at Fordham, N. V., and dfed in 
Paris, France, Bth September, 1867. 
He graduated at Columbia College in 
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1831, and became aphysician. He was 
Professor of Anatomy from 1843 to 
1867 [College of Physicians and Sur­

feons, N. i.] He was married, 7th 
uly,1836, toCharlotte Deas. (She was 

born 22d June, 1809, and died inNew 
York 23d Jan., 1868), grand-daughter 
of the distinguished Ralph Izard of 
South Carolina, heir to his grand­
father's (Alexander's) title of the 
Earl of Stirling.

IIAlexandeb "WattB, born 15th May,
1815, and died Bth Nov., 1860. He 
was married 23d April,1849, to Miss 
Frances Sedgwick, daughter ofHenry
D.Sedgwick. She was born 6th Sept.,
1822, and died 21st Dec, 1858. 

11l Ridley "Watts, born Bth March, 1817. 
He was married 19th June, 1851, at 
No.17 Bond Street, toSarah Grinnell, 
daughter of Henry Grinnell, Author 
and Advocate and Patron oftheUnited 
States Expedition in search of Sir 
John Franklin. She was as charming
and amiable as it is possible for 
humanity tobe. Twochildren [1.Fran­
ces, living; 2. Sarah, perfectly bright
and charming like her mother, de­
ceased.]

IV.Essex Watts, born 28th March, 1819. 
He was married tohis cousin Mary, 
the daughter of the Rev. Ravand 
Kearney, by whom he had no issue. 

V.	 Dr. John Watts [President of the New 
York College of Physicians and Sur­
geons], born anno 1786, at Kose 
Hill,N. V., and djed 4th February, 
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1834. He was married anno 1813 to 
Anna Rutherfurd, daughter of the 
Hon. John Rutherfurd, of New York, 
by whom he had issue five children : 
1. Helen Rutherford Watts, born circa 
1815, in New York, at her mother's 
residence, n. w. corner Hudson and 
Hubert Streets, circa 1835. She was 
married to Archibald Russell, ofScot­
land and New York. The other four 
children diedyoung.

Mrs. Anne "Watts Kennedy, of New York, 
second child of Honorable John Watts I.ofsame 
place, was born inNew York, 20th September,
1744. [Buried inHolyrood Abbey, Edinburgh, 
Scotland.] She was married to Captain Archi­
bald Kennedy, a distinguished British naval 
officer, and eleventh Earl of Cassilis, who built 
and resided at No. 1 Broadway. His seats in 
Scotland were [Colzean] Cullean (or Cushlean),
Cassilis and Newark Castles. 

Mrs. [Countess of Cassilis] Ann Watts 
Kennedy had issue a son, 

I.Archibald Kennedy. Born in New 
York. He was the twelfth Earl of Cassilis, 
and was advanced to a Marquisate in Septem­
ber, 1831, and is thepresent Marquis ofAilsa. 

Honorable John Watts [ll.]>ofNew York, 
fifthchild (third and fourth died young) of the-
Honorable John Watts, of New York, was 
born in New York, 27th August, 1749. He 
was christened by the Rev. Henry Barclay of 
Trinity Church. He died 3d September, 1836. 

His city residence was at No. 3 Broadway, 
next to the Kennedy mansion (the site of the 
old Washington Hotel), near the glacis of Fort 
(xeorge. It was a great old-time edifice, des­
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tined to become one of the historic landmarks 
of the city when nearly all its contemporaries 
should have passed away. It was elegant in 
its appointments ; and in subsequent years, 
when large entertainments were given by either 
family, the rooms of the second story were con­
nected with the Kennedy apartments by a stair­
case and bridge in the rear. The gardens stud­
ded with trees, many of gigantic size, extended 
to the waters of the Hudson Kiver, which were 
overlooked from a broad piazza which was often 
sprinkled by the salt spray ina high wind. 

His father was the first President of the New 
York City Hospital, 1770-1784. He was last 
City Kecorder at the age of twenty-five years 
(under the Royal Government from 1774 to 
1777), until interrupted in his functions by the 
Revolutionary War ; Speaker of the Assembly 
of the State ofNew York, sth June, 1791, anil 
7th Jan., 1794; and in same year one of the 
founders of the Tontine ; [Member ofCongress, 
1793-5] ; he was first Judge of "Westchester 
County of the State of New York, anno 1806 ; 
one of the Founders and afterward the Presi­
dent of the New York City Dispensary;
Founder and Endower of the Leake and "Watts 
Orphan House, incorporated by act of the Legis­
lature of the State of New York in1831. 

In the prime of his manhood he was a model 
of masculine beauty ;and even to an advanced 
age he was distinguished forhis elegance ofper­
son, and the polished manners of the gentleman 
of the old school. He bore himself gracefully
and proudly erect, and his figure on horseback 
was the admiration of Broadway.

He lived for a long period at his beautiful 
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country seat, "Woodlands, 1 on the shore of 
the Sound, near New Kochelle. 

He was married in Westchester County, anno 
1774, tohis cousin, Jane de Lancey, the daughter 
of Peter (and Elizabeth Colden) de Lancey and 
granddaughter ofLieutenant-Go vernor Cadwal­
lader Colden, of Colonial New York memory. 
By his wife Jane he had issue five sons and 
five daughters : 

I.John Watts, born in New York, circa 
1775. He died unmarried. 

11.	 Henry Watts, born inNew York, circa 
1777. He died unmarried. 

111.	 Major JRobertWatts, born inNew York, 
circa 1780. In 1814 Robert Watts, 
reputed byhis contemporaries as the 
handsomest man inthe city,was Major 
under [Gen.] John Alsop King. He 
took the name of Leake, and thereby 

obtained a large fortune by the death 
of his uncle, brother and father's 
friend, John George Leake, of New 
York, on the 2d June, 1827. He died 
unmarried, anno 1830. 

IV. George Watts, born inNew York circa 
1783. He was anU.S. army officer, and 
died unmarried. He was at the battle 
of Chippewa, on the sth July, 1814, 
where he distinguished himself to 
such a degree that General Scott 
"spoke in the warmest terms of the 
essential services rendered by three 
young New York officers, members 
of his military family, who were con­— 
spicuous in the field Gerard D. 
Smith, George —Watts and William 
Jenkins Worth and they were each 

f 
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brevetted." Scott made special men­
tion of Watts, saying, "He was 
bravery itself, and, by remarkable 
coolness and courage, saved my life 
at a moment when the Indians were 
striving to get my scalp."

V Stephen Watts, born in!NewYork, circa 
1785. He died unmarried. 

VI. Ann Watts, born in New York, circa 
1787. She died unmarried. 

VII. Jane Watts, born in New York, circa 
1790. She died unmarried. 

VIII.Elizabeth Watts, born in New York, 
circa 1793. She was married toHenry 
Laight, by whom she had no issue. 

IX.Susan Watts, born inNew York, circa 
1795. She was married to her cousin, 
Philip Kearny, and was mother of-the late lamented Major General 
Philip Kearny. 

X. MaryJusttnaWatts, born inNew York, 
circa 1800. She died in New York, 
28th June, 1821. She was married 
in New York, 15th May, 1820, to the 
Honorable Frederic de Peyster, third 
son of Captain Frederic de Peyster
[Loyal or Eoyal New York Volun­
teers], of New York, by whom she 
had issue one son, 

Major-General John Watts de Peyster, born 
inNew York, 9th March, 1821, and now (1882) 
resides at Tivoli[Red Hook Township, N.Y.]on 
the Hudson. Heis the only livingmale represent­
ative of the Watts and de Peyster families, 
from the original progenitors by first marriage. -* 
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Mrs. Susanna Watts Keabny, ofNew York, 
sixthchild ofHonorable John Watts (I.)ofsame 
place, was born inNew York 24th Feb., 1751, 
where she resided all her lifetime and died. 
She was married to Philip Kearny, son of 
Whitehead Kearny (see IV.below), ofNew Jer­
sey, tor whom she had issue twelve children : 

1.	 Anne Keaeny, born circa 1770. She 
was married to Van Home. 

11. John Kearnt, born circa 1772. 
111. Maet Keaeny, born circa 1774.

IV.Philip Keaeny, born circa 1776.

V. James Keaeny, born circa 1778. 

VI.Robebt Keaeny, born circa 1780. 
VII. Abchibald Keaeny, born circa 1783. 

He was a Lieutenant in the Navy
during the War of 1812-15. 

VIII.Maegaeet Keaeny, born circa 1785. 
She was married to Walton, son 
of Walton, of New York. 

IX. Susan Keaeny, born circa 1787. She 
was married to McCoy. 

X. Ravaud Keaeny, born circa 1790. He 
was a clergyman, and for a long time 
Rector ofSt.Paul Js Episcopal Church, 
inRed Hook, Duchess County, N.Y. 

XI.Eliza Keabny, born circa 1792. She 
died unmarried. 

XH. Stephen Watts Keabny [Brigadier-
General, Brevet Major -General, U. 
S. A., the "Conqueror of New Mex­
ico and California"], born in New­
ark, N. J., 30th August, 1794, and 
died at Vera Cruz, in Mexico, 31st 
October, 1848. 

Mrs. Maey Watts Johnson, of New York, 
seventh childof Honorable John Watts (I.)of 
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same place, was born inNewYork,27th October, 
1753, n. s., and died 7th August, 1815. She 
was married 30th June, 1773, to Sir John 
Johnson, Baronet, son of Sir William Johnson, 
styled the "Indian Tamer," to whose title and 
estate he succeeded. AMajor-General of the 
Militiaof the State of New "s*ork, and Superin­
tendant General of Indian affairs. His seat was 
Johnson Hall, Johnstown, Tryon County, N.T." 

Sir John Johnson, Bart., ofJohnson Hall, 
Tryon (now Fulton) County, N.T., and finally 
of Mount Johnson, Montreal, Canada ;Colonel 
of Kegiment of Horse in the Northern District 
of New York in 1773 ; Major-General of the 
Militiabelonging to the same portion of the 
province after the decease of his father, Lieu­
tenant-Colonel commanding the Loyal Provin­
cial "King's Royal Regiment of New York,"" 
otherwise "The Queen's Loyal New Yorkers ; 
or "Johnson' s" or "Queen's Royal Greens;" 
Colonel B. A., 21st October, 1782; Brigadier-
General of the Provincial Troops, &c, 14th-March, 1782 ; Superintendent General and 
Inspector-General of the SixNations ofIndians 
and their confederates, ofall the Indians inhab­
iting Our province of Quebec and the Frontier, 
16th September, 1791 ; Colonel in Chief of the 
six Battalions of the Militia of the Eastern 
Townships ofLower Canada. He was Knighted 
at St. James, London, 22d Nov., 1765. 

"On the death of his father, Sir William 
Johnson, he positively refused to accept the 
succession of his father's dignities and offices 
in connection with the Indians ; and they were 
conferred upon his cousin, Colonel Guy Johnson, 
who exercised them throughout the war ;and 
thus Sir John and Colonel Guy have often been 
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confounded, to the disadvantage of Sir John.* Sabine says, Colonel Guy Johnson's intem­
perate zeal for his royal master "caused the first 
affray in that (Tryon) County.'

Sir John Johnson [Bart] was the only son 
of Sir William Johnson, of Smithtown, County
Meath, Ireland, born there circa 1700. He was 
created Knight and Baronet, 27th November, 
1755. He was adopted by his maternal uncle, 
Admiral Sir Peter Warren, Knight of the Bath, 
capturer of Louisburg, &c, and went out with 
him to North America, where he rose to the 
rank of Colonel in the British Army, Major-
General in the Provincial forces and of the 
Militia, 16th April, 1783, and distinguished
himself as a military commander during the 
French-American wars, 1754-63, and as ane­
gotiator withIndian tribes. 

In1756 he received his commission as Colo­
nel and Agent, and Sole Superintendent of all 
the affairs of the Six Nations, and other north­
ern Indians, withno subordination but to Lon­
don. He died 11th July, 1774, aged fifty-nine 
years, at his seat, Johnson Hall, Tryon Coun­
ty, New York, leaving by Catharine "Weissen­
berg, his wife, one son and two daughters : 

I. Sir John Johnson, nat. circa 1740. Ac­
count	 given above. 

11.	 Anne Johnson, nat. circa 1743. She 
was married to Col. Daniel Clause, 
of North America, and died circa 
1798. 

111.	 Maet Johnson, nat. circa 1745. She 
was married to Colonel Guy Johnson, 
by whom she had issue two daugh­
ters: 1. Mary Johnson, nat. circa 
1765. She was married to Field­
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Marshal Lord Clyde, "Quieter" (?) 
of the East India Mutiny, originally
Sir Colin Campbell, and mother of 
General Sir Guy Campbell : 2. Julia 
Johnson, nat. circa 1767. 

The children of Sir John Johnson and his 
wife,Mary [the "lovely Polly "Watts" of Revo­
lutionary celebrity] "Watts, were eight sons and^three daughters : 

I."William Johnson, born anno 1775, and 
died anno 1812. He was a Colonel 
in the British Army, an elegant gen­
tleman. He was married to Susan, 
the beautiful daughter of Lieutenant-
Colonel Stephen de Lancey, of the 
British Army, Governor of Tobago
(and sister ofSir William de Lancey,
Knight Commander of the Bath, who 
was lolled at the battle ofWaterloo). 
Colonel William Johnson had issue 
three daughters: 1. Charlotte John­
son, nat. circa 1800. She was mar­
ried anno 1820 to Alexander, Count\ 
Balmain, Russian Commissioner to 
St. Helena, and died anno 1824 ; 2. 
Mary Johnson, nat. circa 1803. She 
died anno 1814; 3. Susan Johnson, 
nat. circa 1805. She died unmarried, 
annolB2B. Hiswidow,Susan,wasmar­
ried, secondly, anno 1815, to General 
Sir Hudson Lowe, Knight Com­
mander of the Bath, and [it is said 
she was considered by Napoleon as 
the most beautiful woman he had met. 
She] died anno 1832. 

11. Wabeen Johnson, born circa 1777. He 

l 
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was also a very handsome man, and 
a Major in the 68th Regiment, B. A. 
He died anno 1813, on the West In­
dia station. 

in. Ann Johnson, born circa 1779. She 
was married to Captain McDonald, 
Deputy Quartermaster -General in 
Canada of the British Army. He 
died 1812. 

IV. Sir Adam Goedon Johnson, born 6th 
May, 1781. He was Lieutenant-
Colonel of the 6th Battalion of the 
Royal Militia. He succeeded to the 
title and estates of his father, Sir 
John Johnson, at his death, 7th Au­
gust, 1815, and died unmarried 21st 
May, 1843, when he was succeeded 
by his nephew, Sir William George
Johnson, Bart. [J. W. de P.'s par­
ticular friend]. 

Y. Colonel John Johnson, born Bth Au- i 
gust, 1782. He was Colonel-Com­
mandant of the 6th Battalion of Mi­
litia,at Point Oliver, Montreal, Ca­
nada, and died 23d June, 1841. He 
was married at Montreal, 10th Feb., 
1825, to Mary Diana Dillon, daugh- _, 
ter ofRichard Dillon,Esq., ofMont-"' 
real, by whom, he had issue eight" children, (see Burkes Peerage,"
1878), four sons and four daughters : 

1. Sir William George Johnson, 
born 19th December, 1830, succeeded 
to his uncle, Sir Adam Gordon John­
son, at his death, 21st May, 1843, 
and is the present (1878) fourth baro­
net. He is now of Twickenham, in 
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Middlesex County, England. He was 
graduated at "Woolwich, and for the 
best portion of his life held a com­
mission in the British Army, as Cap­
tain of Artillery, and acted, in the 
discharge of various staff duties, at 
different posts, and once upon the 
island of St: Helena. 

2. Captain Charles Johnson, born 
4th Feb., 1833. He was captain in 
the Madras Artillery. 

3. Lieutenant James Stephen John­
son, born sth March, 1836. He was 
a Lieutenant in the 14th Regiment of 
Foot. 

4. Archibald Kennedy Johnson, 
born 20th June, 1839. 

5. Maria Diana Johnson, born cir­
ca 1841. 

6. Anne Margaret Johnson, born 
circa 1843. 

7. Eliza Theresa Johnson, born cir­
ca 1845. 

8. Mary Anne Johnson, born circa 
1847. 

VI James Stephen Johnson, born anno 
1785. He was Captain in the 28th 
Regiment, British Army, and was 
killed at Badajos. 

VII Catharine Maria Johnson, born circa 
1787, and died anno 1850. She was 
married, anno 1805, to Major-Gen­
eral Barnand Foord Bowes, who fell 
before Salamanca, in1812. 

VIIIRobert Johnson, born circa 1790. He 
was drowned in the year 1812, whilst 
crossing the River Sorelle, inLower 

\ 
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Canada (or on the St. Lawrence), on 
horseback. 

IX, Archibald Kennedy Johnson, born 
anno 1792, and died Bth October, 
1866. He was married, 13th Sept.,
1818, to Maria Johnson Langan, 
daughter of Patrick Langan, Esq.,
of Montreal, Canada. 

X, Chables ChkiBtophee Johnson, of Ar­
genteuil, Canada East, born 29th Octo­
ber, 1796, and died 30th September,-1854. He was Lieutenant Colonel 
in the British Army, and Knight 
of the Persian order of the Lion and 
Sun. He was married, anno 1818, to 
Susan Griffith,eldest daughter ofAd­
miral Sir Edward Griffith,of Norths 
brook House, Hampshire, by whom 
he had issue six children : 

1. William Johnson, born 28th 
May, 1821. He was an officer in the 
20tn Royal Regiment. He died 

2. Captain John Ormsby Johnson, 
born 11th August, 1822. He was 
Captain in the KoyalNavy. 

3. Charles Turquand Johnson, born 
17th June, 1825. Deceased. 

4. Edward Colpoys Johnson, born 
1lthAugust, 1835. He was an officer 
of the Royal Army. 

5.MariaBryers Johnson, born circa 
1840. She was married, 18th June, 
1867, to the Rev. WilliamBell Chris­
tian, of Ewanrigg Hall, Cumberland, 
and Milntown,Isle ofMan. 

6. Mary Ann Susan Johnson, born 
circa 1843. 
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XI. Marianne Johnson, born circa 1800. 
She died Ist January, 1868. 

Major Stephen "Watts, of New York, the 
eighth child of the Honorable John Watts (I.) 
of same place, was born in New York, 24th 
December, 1754. He entered the royal service 
and was a Major in the Koyal Greens, under 
Sir John Johnson, his brother-in-law. In the 
year 1777 he was in the Battle of Oriskany, one 
of the severest and, for the numbers engaged, 
one of the most bloody actions of the war. He 
was wounded, left on the field with the slain, 
and reported among the killed; but, reviving
from faintness produced by loss of blood, he 
crawled to a brook, slaked his thirst and, two 
or three days after, was found by some Indian 
-scouts and conveyed to the British camp, and 
afterwards went to England.

He was married to the "beautiful Miss Nu-
gent, remarkable for her charming manners and 
warm hospitality," of the Isle of Jersey, by
whom he had issue five sons and five daughters : 

I.Anne Watts, born in England. She 
was married to Major Johnson, of 
the British Army, cousin ofLord Pal­
merston, late Premier of England. 

11.	 Captain John Watts, born in England*
He was aCaptain inthe BritishArmy; 
was present at the Battle of Bladeos­
bur«m, capture of Washington, and 
the Battle ofNew Orleans, Bth Jan., 
1815. In England he was appointed
Deputy Governor of Walmer Castle, 
inKent, built byKingHenry VIII., 
now fitted up for the use of the Lords 
Warden of tne Cinque Ports, and the 
frequent summer residence of the Iron 
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Duke of Wellington in that official 
capacity. Being commandant of one 
of the Cinque Ports, he enjoyed a 
social intercourse withhis great chief 
which stored his memory with a mass 
of interesting anecdotes, portraying
instriking colors Napoleon's greatest
adversary. At the death ofWelling­
ton, 14th September, 1852, at Wal­
raer Castle, Captain Watts had charge
ofhis body, and accompanied it to its 
finalresting place inSt. Paul's Cath­
edral, on the 18th November, 1852. 

11l Gobdon Watts, born in England. He 
•was in the Royal Government office 

/"V 1 TT /^ _1inQuebec, Upper Canada. 
IV. Captain Ross Watts, born inEngland. 

He was Post Captain in the British 
Navy. He was married to Miss Phil­
potts, daughter of the Right Reverend 
Henry Philpotts, Bishop of Exeter, 
England. 

V. Marianne Watts, born in England.
She was married to Monsieur JBelin, 
principal of a noted grammar school 

. at Guilford, England.
VI.	 Maria Watts, born in England. She 

was married to Mr.La Forge. 
VII Jane Watts, born in England. She 

was married to Mr.Adams [Adam ?] 
vm. Susan Watts, born in England. She 

was married to Mr. Adams, her 
brother-in-law. 

IX, Robert Nugent Watts, born inEngland. 
Hewas inthe Royal Government office, 
Quebec, Upper Canada, and ex-mem­
ber of the Provincial Parliament at 
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Toronto, Upper Canada. He was 
married to Miss Shepherd. 

X. Charles Watts, born inEngland.
Mrs. Margaret Watts Leake, ofNew York, 

ninth child ofHonorable John Watts [I.]ofsame 
place, was born there 14th December, 1755, and 
died anno 1836. She was married inNew York, 
anno 1783, to Major .Robert William Leake of 
the British Army (who died soon afterward), 
son of Robert Leake, a British officer [Commis­
sary-general] in the Braddock expedition of 
1754, who settled inNew York City, and accu­
mulated alarge property. Mrs. Margaret Watts 
Leake had issue an only son, 

I.	 Watts, born in New York, anno 
1785. He died in1793, aged 8 years. 

WATT, OF ROSE HILL. 

Memorandum, sth Dec, 1882, of James Ferguson, Esq. 
(Appointed Sheriff of Argyleshire, Scotland, 1898.) 

"The historical account of the 'Senators of 
the College of Justice' (i.c., the Judges of the 
Court of Sessions, or Supreme Court of Scot­
land) contains no mention of any one of the 
name of Watt having sat on the Scottish 
bench, and, on enquiry, the Clerk of the Facul­
ty ofAdvocates informs me that the List given
in the work referred to is a complete one, and 
therefore there was no Judge of that name." 

But the College of Justice includes notonly
the Bench, but the Bar, and certainly the So­
ciety of Writers to the Signet, the most digni­
fied of the corporations of legal practitioners in 
Scotland next to the Faculty of Advocates, who 
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are the Scots bar. It appears that in the time 
ofCharles 11. [1663-85] one Watt of Boaehill, 
at least, was a member of this society, and he 
probably was the W. S. to whom was given the 
appointment of Commisary of Kirkcudbright." 

The followingextract is taken from Mr.R. 
R. Stodart' s (Lyon-Clerk Depute) work on Scot­
tish arms, 1370-1678. He finds in a quarto 
manuscript volume inthe Lyon office (i.c., the 
Scottish College of Arms) amemorandum which 
states— that it belonged, in 1623, to one "Work­
man a coat of arms* under the name of Watt. 
He also mentions a Seal of—'Martin "Watt, 
Chancellor of Glasgow, 1496 three roses on 
a bend.' [Aband drawn diagonally across the 
shield, from the upper right to the lower left 
extremity.] This is taken from the Cartulary* 
of Glasgow. John "Watt, 5 says Mr. Stodart," 'represented Edinburgh inParliament, 1596.' — 

"The Roll—of Parliament 'gives his name 
Joannes Watt "as one of the Commissionarii 
pro Edinburgh.' f 

"Adam," continues Mr. Stodart, "Writer 
to the Signet, was father ofMr. John of Rose-
hill

*
in Edinburgh, 1661, whose son, Adam of 
The coat of arms in Workman's Manuscripts, under 

name of Watt, is very peculiar. It represents a tree 
growing from the ground in [leaf?] with an eye in the 
middle of the foliage, and a pair of eyeglasses (apparently) 
hanging fromone of the boughs. 

f CoMMißsiONAßins, "commissionaire. One of the per­
sons elected to manage the affairs ofa police-burgh or non­
corporate town in Scotland, corresponding— to a Bailieor 
Town Councillor in a corporate town." "Century Die 
tionary," New York, 1889. The spelling of the title of 
thisofficer wouldseem to indicate the influence ofFrench 
alliances with Scotland, and of the visits of French mili­
tarycontingents to that country, for itis certainly a French 
term and signifies a Factor or an Agent charged withcer­
tain affairs of finance orother business. 

/ 
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Kosehill, 1692-1722, was Town Clerk of Edin­
burgh, a Crown Charter of Falshiels, in"West 
Lothian, was granted in 1667 to Hugh "Watt 
and his son, Mr.Kobeet" [Watt]. 

"In1661 (Acts of Parliament, 1661, C. 108)
thus was passed a Ratification in favor ofAdam 
Watt of the Commissariat of Kirkcudbright.
He is designed a Writer to the Signet. The 
name of Watt of Rose Hillappears in 1696, 
as a Commissioner of,Supply for the County of 
Edinburgh, as does that ofAdam Watt in1704. 

"InBurkes Peerage and" Baronetage, Art. 
Eiddell, the entry occurs : Sir Walter Kiddell, 
md. 18th April, 1692, Mary, daughter of John 
Watt of Kosehill,"* who was therefore the 
sister ofAdam Watt, Town Clerk ofEdinburgh,
One of the daughters of Sir Walter Kiddell 
married John Forrest, Esq. (Finert?), who is 
now represented by his great grandson, Sir 
John Forrest (Finert?) of—" [Illegible.] 

Columbia College in the City of New Yobk. 
Libeaky, 15th June; 1893. 

Gen. J. Watts de Peysteb, 
59 East 21st Street, New York City.— 

Deae Geneeal de Peysteb : We herewith 
send you a considerable number of extracts, 
from various works, concerning yonr valiant 
ancestor. I )pe i tohope they maythey bemay be satisfactory 
you. Vcry truly yours, 

[Signed,] Geo. H.Bakes, Librarian. 
* 

Inone of the editions of Burkes Peerage (edition of 
1850, p. 836 ["1864, &c."]),this John Watt of Rose Hill 
is styled Lord of Session ;but insubsequent editions this 
titledisappears. Had John Watt meantime died ? 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
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"To this ancient building belong many of 
the later historical associations that nave been 
referred by some of our local historians to its 
predecessor. It was from one of its windows 
that the affrighted monarch, James VI., at­
tempted, in vain, to appease the enraged citi­
zens, in 1596, when, 'had they not been re­
strained by that worthy citizen, John Watt, the— 
deacon-convener who, at this dangerous junc­
ture, assembled the drafts —they would undoubt­
edly have forced the door, and probably have 
destroyed the King and all that were withhim.' 
The whole tumult appears to have resulted in 
mutual distrust, which was taken advantage
of by some designing meddlers to set the Court— 
and citizens at variance." "Wilson's "Memo­
rials of Edinburgh," p. 202. 

"Itappears that the ancient building referred 
to was the New Tolbooth, or Council House, 
which was built in the Reign of Queen Mary, 
along between 1561-70. This building was 
adjacent to and joined on to St. Giles1 Church. 
The predecessor towhich reference is made was 
the old Tolbooth, or Pretorium, as itwas called 
in the early acts of the Scottish Parliaments. 
This is the building also known as the Heart of 
Midlothian. Itdid not stand on the same ground
with the New Tolbooth, and was preserved long 

• after the erection of the new building." 
The historians say that many of the events 

which are associated properly with the Old Tol­
booth and Heart of .Midlothian actually took 
place in the New Tolbooth. The date of the 
event mentioned in the extract from Burton's 
Scotland was the 17th day of December, 1596. 
This is given in Calderwood's History of the 
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Gr. H. 8., Librarian Columbia College. 

"A portion of those present were hurriedly
resolved into a deputation to wait on the King.
He was withsome of the Council hard byin the 
Tolbooth, where the Estates and the Courts of 
Law held their meetings. The excited deputa­
tion broke in upon the meeting, followed by a 
miscellaneous crowd. Aftar some hasty talk, 
the Kingleft the room and closed himself into 
the court-room where the Lords ofSession were 
sitting. The deputation went back to the little 
church to announce that they had not been 
heard. As of all affairs of the kind, the ac­
counts are confused and various. The follow­
ing, which is the most picturesque, must also 
be noted as the Episcopalian account : 

"'They that were sent, returning to the 
church, show that they were not heard ; nor 
was there any hope, so long as the Counsellors 
remained about the King, that they should re­
ceive any favorable answer, and were therefore 
to think of some other course. 

"'No course,' said the Lord Lindesay,
'but one: let us stay together that are here, 
and promise to take one part, and advertise our 
friends and favorers of religion to come with 
us ; for itshall be either theirs or ours.' Upon
these speeches followed such a clamor and lift­ • ingup of hands as none could hear what another 
spoke. The sedition increasing, some cried to 
arm, others to bring out Haman (for whilst the 
lords were with the King, Mr. Michael Cran­
stone, Minister of Cramond, had been reading' 
to the people that story) ; others cried, The 
sword of the Lord and ofGideon !' and so great 
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was the furyof the people, as ifone of the Dea­
cons of Crafts, called John "Wat, had not kept
them back with a guard of craftsmen that fol­
lowed him, they had undoubtedly forced the— 
doors and wrought some mischief." Burton's 
"History of Scotland." Vol. V., p. 311. 

* 
"John "Watt, Deacon of the Deacons' in 

Edinburgh, orhe would latterly have been called 
Convener of the Trades, was shot dead on the 
Burgh-moor. This was the same gallant official 
who raised the Trades for the protection of the 
King at the celebrated tumult of the 17th De­
cember, 1596. One Alexander Slummon, a by­
stander, was tried for the murder, but found 
innocent. We are told by Calderwood that 
"Watt, having offered to invade the person of 
the minister, Robert Bruce, was well liked by
the king, who accordingly was exact in regard 
to Slummon' s trial. The historian also relates' 
that the judgment threatened against this man 
by Mr. Robert Bruce came to pass.' Such 
threatenings or prognostications of judgments 
are of course— very likely to bring their own ful­
filment." Chamber's "Domestic Annals of 
Scotland." Vol.1., p. 348. 

"InApril,1601, John Watt, Deacon of the—
Trades inEdinburgh the same gallant official 
who raised them in arms for the protection of— 
James VI. in the tumult of 1596 was shot 
dead on the outragethe muir; but by whom — 
was perpetrated was never known." Cassell's 
"Oldand New Edinburgh." Vol.111., p. 29. 

"In the most southern corner of the Links 
stands "Watt's Hospital, so named after the late 
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in 1827, bequeathed the residue of his means* * 
and estate to trustees, for the erection* 
of an institution in Leith, to he called John 
Watt's Hospital f"—lbid.,111., p. 265. 

John Watt, of Rose Hill,according to"Burkes Peerage and 
Baronetage," editions of 1850, 1854, &c.styled "Lordof Session," 
was doubtless confounded with Adam Watt (his father?), who, in" 
1861, was Writer toHisMajesty's Bignet," i.c.,a Solicitorof the.
highest grade and Commissary of Kircudbright. These Commis­
sarii were Judges who had jurisdictioninDivorce cases. 

In1696 the Commissioner ofSupply for the Shire of Edinburgh 
was Watt of Rose Hill;and in1704 Adam Watt of Rose Hillfilled 
the same office—the latter eldest son of John of Rose HIIL His 
daughter Margaret, or Mary (whichever name was the first in 
order), married Sir Walter Riddell, whose Baronetage and Land-
charter is the oldest extant in Scotland, dating back to 1134 and
1153, in the reign of David L Among the descendants of this 
LadyRiddxll, net Watt, 'are a surprising number whorose tohigh
rank, militaryand civil.ittUKi ii11iivt%rv cfciiu mviis 

From the Watt family home in, then near, Edinburgh, Scot­land, a large district ofNew York citytook its name, comprising 
pretty much the whole of the 19th and 82d Wards and a amall por­
tionof the 18th Ward—2lst Street, along the southern boundary,
fromBroadway toor towards the East River, was known as Watts
Lane, sometimes Love Lane. The main entrance of the domain 
was remarkable for the magnificent elms oneither side, whichwere 
still existing withinabout naif a century, near the corner of 27th 
Street and Fourth Avenue. 

More interesting details in this connection have been handed 
down by tradition;but almost all the documentary records and 
relics or the Watts family in this countryhave perished. InScot­
land the family inmale line is extinct. The Watts town house on 
Pearl Street, near Moore, was burned inthe great fireof1778 ;the 
country seat, near the present Bellevue Hospital, was likewise
consumed, and so suddenly that nothing was saved. Allthe old 
family silver was found melted up among the ruins. Within the 
old district there is a church, still called the Rose HillMethodist
Church, on Street near Third Avenue;and not many yean 
since a number of buildings had the same title, of Rose Hill,as a 
distinction.— l>Yom OldMemoranda, just nomenS.

* 
The connection between this John Watt, previously

mentioned, is not shown. The connection between the 
successive generations bearing the name of John Watt, in 
Scotland, in the 16th, 17th, 18th, and in America in the 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries, has entirely ceased to exist 
in lines bearing the name of Watt, but not in collateral 
branches. 

t The John Watt, Founder of the Hospital bearing bis 
name, cannot belong directlyto theWatts orWatt family
in the Colony and State ofNew York,because that is ex­
tinct in Scotland, except (as inthe case of the Riddellcon­
nection) in collateral branches, which, naturally, do not 
bear the name. (J. W. de P.) 
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Rose Hill,"according to a response from Scotland,

about thirty-five years ago, in relation thereto, "isan old.

estate, or district, about one mile west from Edinburgh on

the old Glasgow road, where Gardner's Crescent and several

large churches are built. The Caledonian Railway passes

through' it. There are two places, or one-sided streets, both

called Rosehill Plfice.' When Gardner's Crescent is men­

tioned in the Edinburgh Directory, it is called 'Gardner's

Crescent, Rose Hill,' denoting the district or country ;but

itis nearly allbuiltoverand must be very valuable property

to the proprietors. Grove Street is also part ofit,the Canal


through it. ThereBasin is on it,and Union Canal' passes' ' ' 
are several places called Rosebank and Rose Crescent 
in the vicinity. Itis near Delay House. Itwas abeautiful

place before itwas built-over. Iremember itnearly fifty

years since myself." 

Rosehill House described inthis paper is about 2,000

feet south-west of the Castle, and just north-east of Grove

Square, and about 2,000 feet west by south of the Grass­* * * 
market." 

Rose HillHouse is stillstanding and in very good 
repair, although likely to be pulled down in two.or three 
years tomake room for new houses. Itis on the left hand 
side of Tobago Street, as you go west fromthe Canal Basin 
to the Haymarket station of the Caledonian Railway, alittle 
bit past Grove street. Itis a large square building, sixty 

¦ feet square [plastered], yellow[dullochre], harled (mottledj,
withinagate. Itis three stories high, four windows ina 
row on every floor to the front, witha belt of stone above 
the under windows. The semi-circle or half round projec­
tion has a splendid viewto the west, and has windows on

each floor. The windows are a good distance from each

other, on the old-fashioned plan. A modern house of the

same size -would have twice as many windows. It has a

flattish slated roof. There are very large grounds connected

withit;the gardens have been let toa market gardener for

many years, Dut the greater portion of the grounds have

been used as acoal-depot by the Caledonian Railway Com­

pany. The house is occupied byMr.Burn, coal merchant, / 

although toolarge for any ordinary family. „ 
"There is [another] good old house called 'Rose Hall'


on the oldDalkeith road Tat the] head of Blackett place ;

but Edinburgh has extended bo much and been built over,

and"the oldnames are altered and forgotten.' '


There is also a place called 'Rosehill or The Hermit­

age' at Frithfleld, near the Baths, East End, LeithLinks." 

\ 
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ERRATA.— "

Page 3, line 13. For Olquinmutas," read :JSquanimi­

tas. This was the most stupid error possible, for a' 
, writer copying for the printer froman originaldraft,

inwhich the original—word.was clearly written.
Page

persons
3, concluding

and dates.
lines.— " 

* " Here Albert Welles confounded 
s 

Page 4, lines 1and 2. See Mrs. Lamb's New York," Vol.-H.,p. 66. — . 
­

Page 7, linel. After "Oriskany" insert : Where he, re­
ceived several terrible wounds supposed to be mortal, 
byone of which he lost his leg. See Hoffman's "Grey­
slaer," Mrs.* Bowney's "Legacy of Historical Glean- _ 
ings," and other historical works and romances on the
Revolutionary operations in the Mohawk Valley,New
York. — 

-
Page 7, paragraph 9. After^concluding word, "marriage," 

insert :She "had a lovely little son, whose portrait, 
painted by Sir Thomas Lawrence, General J. Watts de 
Peyster gave, in1896, to the Leake and Watts Orphan
House. This correction refers as wellto page 26, Mrs.
Margaret Watts Leake." 

Page 7, fine16.—After 1710" insert :He was inNew York 
at amuch earlier date, but returned to Scotland.— 

Page 9, line 9. Insert :The motto of the Watt arms ex­
presses manliness, and the familythe idea of concrete " 
have always livedup to it. Forti tun deficit ielum. 
The English, orrather the Scotch version is, "Awilling 
hand never lacked weapon."— 

Page 10, last line bat one. Insert :When she was 73 years
of age. — 

Page 11, paragraph 4 After "page 8," insert: Born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, 19th November, 1789, died iv 
New York,3d January, 1862. " 

Page 12, paragraph 8,line10.—After living,"insert: (1898). 
Page 12, last line.—lnsert :Westchester County. 
Page 18, line 28.—Insert :(Portrait inMrs. Lamb's "New 

York," Vol.11., page 712.) " 
Page 13, line 7 from bottom.—After 1749," insert :Old 

style. — " 
Page 13, sth line from bottom. After 1836," insert : 

New style. " 
Page 14, line7.—After apartments/ read :Through a win­

dowopening froma platform ofthe spacious oak stair­
case, by a bridge, thrown over a narrow alley or open 
space between the south wallof No. 8 and the north 
wallof No. 1Broadway, into the second story of the 
latter. — 

Page 14, line11. After "piazza," insert :With a projec­
tion shaped like a T, the stem or perpendicular pro­
jecting towards the west and sandy beach, then on the 
east side of Greenwich Street." 

Page 14, line 19.—For June," read :January.

Page 15, line s.—After "de Lancey," read :Of the Mills/"
•Westchester— "County, New York. 
Page 82. After church on some street near Third Ave­

nue :" Achurch named Rose HillMethodist Church. 

V 
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