






life is no longer felt. All  our people who labor can have their 
"daily ljread," and many are retrieving and rebuilding the 
fortunes ~~l:Ech x-ere lost cr impaired during the late war. 
W e  are entering as a people oil a new career. Time, labor, 
patience, and harmony aucl good 6 1 1  81nong ourselves, will 
make Worth Ca~olina, xiore prosperous, more m a l t h y  and 
more respected than she has heretofore been at m y  period in 
her history. 

The finances of the State arc at all ti11:es important i~11tl 
ir~teresiing. The people, r h o  pay the taxes for the support of. 
government a:ld to  improve the State, are especially concerned 
68 to  the luaanr-r iu vhicll the fi~lsznces are conciucted. f f  
errors are committecl, i t  is their right and duty to apply the 
remcly. They cnn do this only throcqll yon, their represeuta- 
i i v w  in Ge:lernl Assembly convened. Esecntivc and ~i~il:.is-
ierial i~fi:cers have no p o ~ e r  50 levy tsscs or coutracl; iic'uts. 
They cn11 do  only what you command. Ii; tlierei'ore, onerous 
tases hare been levied, or a lalgc debt contracted, bhey a x  no t  
respnsible.  Their cliity is to ohsexe z'hc ZGLZP. m~ct to carry 
o u t  a; Eseontive agents ' ~ r l r a t e~c r  inny h a w  been i*eg::rdec! by 
yon as most expedient for the gcllerxl elfa are. 

The present debt of the Slate is stated ns follou-s : 
Old or mite-war bonds, $S,3iS,20;1. Gonds issued to Eail- 

road Companies during t!ic ~ w r ,  niider acts paseed l ) r i o ~to 
X a y  2t)tl!, 1S61, $913,000. I h d s  issned to Oilathnm Rr.iIroad 
Coin~xwy under Ordinmce of Convezltion, 1861,$2l5,000. 
Conds isencd since the close of the war, not special tax, $8,-
986,595. Specid tax bonds, $11,407,000. Total, $29,900,045. 

As v i l l  be seen, there are illcluded in the above amount, 
coupon bonds amounting to $1,125,000 issued on account of 
certain Railroad Colnpanies in 1861, '62 and '63, tlie greater 
portion of which mas expended for vork  done on tho roads. 
These bonds are not marketable, hal-ing been issned during 
the war, but it is contended that they mere not issned in aid 
of the rebellion and ought to bc recognized. It is believed 
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illat the jaraer portiorl of these are in the possetL...:n of eitize:~s-
of the State. 

T;nder 2~11 2-5 the (;enCyril i~sseilli;ly ': to :;-5:,-jre tila 
credit of the State a~:d to i%cilitate the cous::.ncti. of OX 

i:ilE:li~hed Eailroads," bo:,ds to  the a~noontilf &. 43,000 
wore retnrned to the Treesnry? inclncling $ ~ , G ~ O : ~ J O Of the 
-,--., of $3,00d,!3:10 220-:20L~e to the Chnthain Bailroad Cor!~:,:eli~.? 

:~ocrncec?mconstitrrtioaal by a decision of the Snprenle C i - ~ t .  
This issue to the ChatE~z~i~Xailroed Compnnj, TWS omi t td  
3y the State T~.ensr:~er in  the staterimit of tho debt acco:- 
-;m15ng his repart for 1S69, by x:.:eon of t!:e dscisio:: of th 
Snprenle Court referred to. The clcht is, tl~erefore, actnally 
r.ed~loecl$?,6$.3.,C1i!0. ..The entire debt is, tlier.&rc, aiiont t l l i~ ty  1:1il:m?s cf' Zol-
iLLra3tc: 1 ) "~t!l"i'::cyst n.]licll, at  :.i:: i)ay gejlt,? +iln~pL!;~ycz - -.--
wit,h the alnonnt ilecess2:.;; to coridnct t?\e S k t e  gi.,,;er:1!:ic:1t, 
ivill reqnirc a11 z m u d  tas  of $2,5ii0,(!00. 

7Vill tl:c people of tile Stutc snb~nit  to t113 :?~rli::il 
p n y ~ n x t  toi' this a!no:ult of tes  ! To be cnndir! -ai.ith 

I doyou: g e ~ ~ t l ~ i i ~ e ~ l ,  113t beliei-e they will. I LWC 
:lot chnngcd iny opiuiou on this snbject. I still l~c!iere 
it  wonld be v;isc, and ~ o n l c l  lie sonccl eco:louiy in thc 
end, to pay the interest on tl:c debt, a11d every cloi!nr of 
i t  mlml clue ; yet I neecl not tell you, who am fresh from the 
p ~ ~ p l c ,t h t  this is not to ho expected or hoped for.. The j7eo- 
ple rensozi thus 011 this snbject : They sny they lost t h l r  
shves and a large amonnt of p x p r t y  by ills rebellion ; diet 
this 1-ebellioa was not anticipated vhen a part of this debt was 
contracted, and that no yrorision conlcl be made against i t ;  
that they lost their Eank stock, nearly,. all the value of their 
Bank notes, all their State Treasnry notes and Confederate 
bonds and notes, and nearly all of their old debts ; that the 
bonds issued previously to the rebellion were based to a large 
extent on s law property ; that the war left them impoverishecl, 
their lands neglected and rednced in value, the whole system 
of labor changed ; that ~ n a r ~ y  of the special tax bonds have been 



hypothecated for six:dl sn:m and lost ; that their internal i x -  
provements, projected since the rebellion, are langaisl~ing, :ind 
have for tiis :l;ost part failed, on account of the  loss of State 
credit, no 'matter from n-Lct cause ;-and that ilpan the  whole, 
8hey ~ 1 : i 7 2 ~ c ~ ~ /a p c w t  qi the old iStcct8 dcZt, ciizd t h y  wiZZpy  o ~ b  

the nezo 0 2 %  ,yiciaZt ~ t adett s r r d  cu,zounts crs zccm :..xZiser? yf~vv; 
the ' qf S/o;.zrlsJ ~ ~ o . / I Ljii:.st hands. I s  t l w c  :I.member cf 
yonr l ady  n-110 will say t11:~t this is not the feeling of the p o -
p l ~  Gentlemen, this is :lot my judgment. I ~ ~ o n l d? pay i t  

v .

a;l 1i7 ,mil hit!, if cvc; .~  .t!icr mnr1 in the Etsie shc:lld esy 
nay  : J ct I mil, ;ri:h yourseire~, a servant vf the :)eol,lu, and i t  
Is ?ny duty to  o l q  their commands. The  deinorali;,ntion md. 
loss occasioned by the relxllioii is rudl that w ~ n y  of'  on;. peo-

t l ) ~ ; , ,71" t" 4 ! 1  m n t  1>4n- n~.i- . ,i n i l i v id .1~1  t l r " : : ; ;  can 
J 

yon expect those v h o  can not or wllo will not do  this, tc rnljrnit 
to l ~ ctnsed heavily to pay tlie Slate debt? 

There must bc a compromise. The State clcht ixnst lic con- 
soliclated, and interest paid accordingl?., and tlie sooner i t  is 
done t 1 1 ~  better. 

Assume, for cxanlple, that the debt is $30,0OO,(i0~). Three 
per cent. 011 this ~i-wild l;c $900,0OL~ per anl;urn. Cut 
rednr;e the clel~t, by issning lien1 I)c,jiJr, i u  $lj,~OO,(i00-tho 
interest would be, a t  s is  per cent., the same nmonn t  ns tlie 
n b o ~ e .  The debt, liowevc;.. monld be still i'ortllcr red~~cccl,  if 
certain of the special t a s  bonds shonlcl he recognized and met 
only a t  the amounts whicli they comm:undecl from first Ii:mcls. 
T h e  people W G L I ~ ~  ~101-pay osc millioil ST'C !;i;zdl.i;?r t1i~ii~:rnd 
lars per annun1 to  meet the interest, and to c i l ~ r y  on tlrc State 
government, b ~ ~ t  liuiidrecl tliousand I donbt if two lnillions f i ~ e  
dollars, :ls above stated, could bc collected. I Iinvc deemed it 
my duty to speak freely on this subject. If I were dis-
posed to conrt popnlarity at  the expense of duty, or if I feared 
the consequences of s t a t h g  p la in l ,~  what, 1 knon. to bo !Ire feel- 
ings of our people, I n-oulcl hnvc: avoided tlic csp~es&n of 
these views to your honorable body ; ljnt tliit q ~ e s t i n n  1 1  ust be 
met, and the longer i ts  settlement is postponecl the greater mill 



it.be ithe iiii5ciil:ie~ t h t  n-ill a t ~ r r o ~ n i i  Tlie ilite:.~~: cr!l the 
5oiiJs is cmstantl:; aci.:ii~i:;Tn'iiilg. This interest js not paid, 
a i ~ dtl!e dub t is2 therefore, g ~ o - . ~ i i ~ g  larger mcl larger. 73rurn~1ti- 
tndo i!? tile - 2 : ~  il~:;~tcf ililerejt is j n d i s p ~ s a b l eto  credit, I t1 S' . . _ L i i l  

-.-., a:'i,j br.'-C,?;. i O  j isy "Ti i iAcbyix ~ e i - t .p : ' ~ n p $ ~  t!;m'r!'"l~ debt 
thni: I-1) ;-!::r. sir.: ;-rer cent. :..!.ce ill t;yi: i:? thyes ~.zp.;j, p4!1C1, tile11 

& a, . .. 
l i j~ i i i12(S ' ' I  t , ~i-j:?::,:Inii i'iu!t f j  tile i:Poillise. 

T .  . er,r!r -;/::::: :1!\.;;.2 :ijli.: c:?,:li:~t : : t talt ica to  tjijs snSicct, a;ld 
L, 8 .,.1 t;.aj; i;-!!i :;,jt fii]jocr:: ;:-itl;oiLlt .I?& lcwi~l::tiofi 2s will

0 . ,I l l f ~ t'illi; yisilej 3i ~ 1 " ~L . & U  ; , - q c 5 ; - C.7
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~of ?Ilc; yari.juc, ~ ~ q , o y T v ~ l ~ c ~ , ~ ;  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~TIio ~ r e ; i d e l i ~ s  ; ~ ~tllG 
l l ~ d ifit:lte i;; inte~eatcd vil! ;q::mt, to t!u.i!ngll the  Srv.+:ltcn-

cle~ltof Pt~ljli;: Works. Iregre: to stnto tlii?"uxr I ; ; ~ ~ I ~ ~ s ~ I o c ~  
Rnilrcada h c e  ~ o tbc8m i::~ssd to  coinpletiou ns i t  v-2.2hoped 

:i
nt  ti:ne they ~i.onlclLC, riud ns tliepcoi,lc !I::?I rlgllt to CX-. .  .pwCt. TIE mislinks in t l G  1)nsiness ims, 111lac;:u!lg nt one t ime 
so ~:zY;;c3 1  :imoi111t'i;f lmnds to :he I%dt.o:ld eq?orat~o!ls.  It 
is true thl: fi~rrncr node of issning t!lcin to the Presidents of 
tile co~porations wss olswved;  yet the :tmonnt smldedy 
tl lrowl upcm the i~lnrlxi;, together with tl:s gold specn!ation 
in  Xcw yorB in Octobcr h t ,  opera.t;esl to pnt tlle bonds, r ~ sa 
gener:li rule, to n fignre not more than one-1Surth their d n e .  
It von!cT lizb.,vc been fort;r?nate fo:. these corpo~atious an4 f\3r the  



State if the Lon& had been soid, early i c  October last, for fifty 
cents in  the  dollar. 

The  Eastern Division of the 'STrestern Extension is pressing ibr- 
marc! slovT.1~-but steadily througli the Clne Ridge, but;it is feared 
the ant of 1:lcans will pyevent its co~npletion to Asl:ed!e. 
Some n-o~.k has beer: done 011 the yrojected Roads bejond 
Ashe~i l le .  E n t  the  v o r k  is langcis'uing, and I regret to state 
t l x t  I cnn see 110 inems immediate17 at hand to prosecute it. 

The people of the  XTestc;.n p~$ a ic'ltof t l ~ c  State hai-i: l o w  
the want of Exilroacl ~oinmni:icnticn. There is I:O finer region 
of e o t m t y  in the world thna that  rl i ich lies nest; of the Clnc 
Ridge. E w r y  p w t  of the Statc is iritcrcstei!, ill p c t r a t i i i g  

LA.2t!ircnph thst re@cn to  tllc Xississippi T'alle-. li' tk:. work 
cou!d be acco~nplishcd,tho belieficellt ~ c w l t sn-ou!d E O G ~be 
snzrl the dire~,;ioni;f :: Iwge Ril̂ lO';ll!toi' trade niid tYa\-d 

,I-
 L L J L  ~ L C ~ , , ,tj,:3cj,~,~,+ (yL.- t ,2a11d in tli:: rn;:iic! c'ievelopmci~to i  tile grent 

resi.,:.i:.ces cif Ti7cstel.il Korth-Cci.oiin:1. I :im not n-itllont llcye 
t l x r  ::id i:::iy; i;c cx;xcteii from Congress i-cc this ~ :o rk ,  as n 
p u t  of Il!c ;:?cat Soiitl1ern 1':leifie line. 

- ..<,T TL L ~ L , ,arc ::*; p r ~ c l i t  two Eo:wds of Directors : u ~ d:KO 

Prc-sidelit6 of t l x  TiTi!mingto:~, C h l o t t c ,  srid Eutl!erforc', 
Railroad. This coiiiiict cY rln$mi.itj~ is calcu!at~d to obstruct 
the buaincs:: of this corporatioa, mi! to  impedc tllc ~ r o r k  uf 
constructiou, ~ ~ l l i c h ,  for conic: tiule pzst, llns 11ot progressed 
rapidly. Under T, yecent; decisiou of our Snprcme Court,, in the 
case of 12.I: i7ci?A~Zell,'' ~ C Zp~iy~'/' ,"c k ,  V. B.A. Jc'z~~'z:Is, 

a~atlthcr ?T72~i,i?zqt0~, ~ t :I'zshZic Trcctszwe~?, CYh([ilZ~ti~-172,t!t!i(_i~i-

c f o ~ dR.IZ. Qo., I 7x3s of opinioa, whi~11 is nnc!l,zaged, that the 
Stata 73-2s e ~ t i t l c dt o  a rcpresect:~ttonin the  D i r e c t o y  of t!int. 
Co:npanj. I trust a-011 ~ ~ i i !g i ~ e  to this conflict of' nxthority 
your en i l j  attention. It may l x  tlmt SOW honornble body 
wil! be :il.,le to ad-jnst tile rliflilicnltj that exists, yet I incline 
tozthe opilhi!  that i t  c:u! lse :ett:cil o~:!y by the Supreme Court. 

Tlx Xortll Cnroliim Xa.ilro:ld, i;.Lich was clmrterccl in SS&S, 
is non- in  R prcspero~~s~onclition, nncl is realizing t l ~ e  most, 
sanguine expectations c~f its earl^ ad~-ocates a r ~ d  ii-iencls. It 
has heen conducted in  the best ai;cl most satisfactory manner 



by its President, William A. Smith, Esq., aided and sustained 
as he has been by a Board of twelve Directors, eight of rrhon~ 
are appointed by the State and fom chosen by the Stockholders. 
This corporation, under this aclmirable management, is non- 
paying six per cent. per annum on its whole capital stock of 
fonr nlillions of' dollars. Propositions llave been made by 
capitalists to lease this Eoad for a term of years, but I have 
instructed the State prosy to vote against any lease or sale. 
and the State Directors. appointecl Ly the Governor and 
@o~mcil,are not espectcd t o  fa';-c~r any step %-hi& ~i-ill dep~ice  
the State of its control of this ralnnble Boczd. I respectfullj-
and earnestly recoi-nmenti that tI:e State continue to hold and 
control this Eoad. 3-0coilsideration or advmtage i~hic'u is 
lilcely to be ogerec!, should in2cce tile State to yxl t v i t ! ~illis 
property either by sale or lease. 

The Eeport of the Eoard of Edncatioil d l  shon- the trnnsae- 
tiom of that body for the past p a r .  Yonr attention is in~ltecl 
to tlie s~~ggestions in tlle 12eport in relation to the interest nov 
due from the State to the public school fund; also, to the slate- 
~nents~ i t hreference to Swamp Land transactionb. 

The coxtraci niade by the Board of Ec11zcat:ion u-it11 Xessrs. 
Bible and Carrov, for certain S m m p  Lands. l m  not Ixen 
complied ~ i t h  on their p u t .  That the Cu:~icl nmle :t 

good bargain for tlle State in contracting to c1isl)ose of these 
lands to t i m e  gentlemen, there can be no d0i.b~; and ofie of 
the best evidences of this is the ibct that they elected, vhec  
the time arrived for tile iirst pyment ,  not to lnalcc tire paj--
ment, and thus forfeit vhat  they deemed n. 1jml linrgai:1 Sir 
themselves. There are considerable bodies of Srrnmp Lands 
that are vaiuable ; but it is well that the pcople of the State 
should understand that these lands are not at  present available 
3s a source of incollie to the school fnacl.  Indeed, they never 
hare been available for this purpose. They hxve cost the State 
more money than has yet been receiredi'rom snles of them. They 
will grow in value and importance as the pcpdz~tion of that 
part of the State in xliicll they are sitnated increases, nai l  as 
capit nl and la1)cw are applied to fit tllein for cnltit.atio11. I am 
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snstn;i:ed i:i this v i s n - ui' rile zu~lirofit:.i:le c!j;:rni:tul. of t,hese . . .larlcls liy the espe?.ience of preceding : t i i i i : : ~ ~ i ~ t : t : f : i ( - i ~ ~ ~ .E n t  
thep oiight ~ o t  l)e sacri3ccd. 'The S~nic:i:;li: z-$L;rii to  holdto  
them, m d ,  after :L xhile,  they r i l l  be e o i y l ~ t ,  :,;i!,c!i:led and 

. -occapiec?, and t!~::; ::o:.i to :;iz mccaerd  -~enlt'.:. 
~ l l r .Ii<iljor:3 (1.f Sni,pri:1telrdcnt of T::;ii i : :  .Zl!~tr~i.ol;ion,mi 

of S : l p c ~ i l l ~ e : ~ ~ ? ~ : ; ~ ~  of tlic? -i-:~ci.ko~ :;f!.';:5?.ic T , J ~ r o r ~ : ~ ~  , of the 
Secre::~:.\- iii' St:!f!:? o t  :I!(.: -'~t:ri:~;ctyOenerd,  of . c h  Flincipals. 
of t!;, t\:-,: :lsJjnljis, :::1:! (.,:; tlio j"euit~:nti:i,r;- &ij.?inissioners, 

{ i :~~8Jy,.~ i,;f{)r!ii;k;:i()rli'[Jl' ? ) O ~ J ? .~ ; > ; ~ L l : ~ ] ) ~ ~  , "  yollr iL2>?iti'p.?)]e 

Tilo y d v ~ ! : ! ! ~ti\r f j l e  s:11;;-,,,:.::, ut' .,il;blic sc!ic!l:!::s f ; ~ ?tllc scllool 
~ e a r  '7eii!11:!~ei>ci1jcr(>ctol:)c. ! ~ t ?l$C!?, 2nd c!c;aing ?;ei,t~rlzber 
0 ,  5 . i j 1 1 r e ; , : Tlx :-monnt 
pcI:.i Cl;n?i~lg:I!:: se2r .;'I: x;-:l,;:e;i L:!' ~ C ; I C ~ I ~ F G37;15 ;1;12,S33.40. 
Thc :i~;:o:l;~t nchnnlli. ;,:!id i : ! to  t l ~ o  T x a s n r ~  5:'s&,ools f o ~ 'the 
- 1 ; 1 0 , i Tilcye jlavo 

/ - .l:ec~? scl?no!s d a n q  ..c!!F: i\:::.t 7.~:::' ii! t eve : l t~ - - f~~i .. oj: tli:: ilinety 
C-Cicnn5e:i. Thex  :re nixin :, civilt, l~uudreciTtivx$liip"in the  

Stxte, n;iG i;&o& !l:i\-c. l,eoi: : I .q t  ii1 tliyee jluu<l:eti :!:ld fifteeil 
of t.llnde, i:!&igg : : \ : c i ; ; c  ~ y , . ~ ~ ! y ~ ~!1;;1:~I;.ed :211~] fifty SCjiOOls, It 
is e~ti~!>?~<:d cliildye~l 1181.0 at- <;I:;>$~l,i.p:~t.i:)rt.;-f!.vc . ~ ~ ~ c > ~ I s ~ ~ , ~ ~ ( J  
tel~tloi: t11.c.s~scl!oo!s. Of  ihe?C! tliere n-wc vihite, thirty-tn-u 

:?:::Ithotxand six l~lcni:!~cil iiCty3 u!id colo~ed,ti\-elvr, tll(;us:~..ncl 
t h e  i ln~~dre i l  :xld fifty. The i-!uiniJx of sci~ool-!lousen reported 
is s c i w  hn:tdrcd :L:?(! uilic., a l ~ dtlio a\-orcg:.i!~uont ldy  ]:my of 
teaelws 1's t:vei~tg-.ibnr c?o~!wl;. 

Up to the oouilnencei~lcntof tiio lntc n-AT,North-Gn~oiina 
hxd the best ejstenl el' col;lliit>ilaclimla of any Stntc s v u t h  uf the 
Poto?.nlzc. 111 former days {he:e;ading pcblic: inen of a!l parties 
vied with each othcr i i ~  cw:.i~:,r;Z i t t  mcl pro~no-tiilg t h  cducn- 
tion of all the cllilc?ren. TVonlii i1;at t l m e  d a y  wonit1 wtarn ! 
Ocr  p e s e n t  s,y3tem is in its isif:lncy, ir; 11001.13. e!id~~l'ed, and 
has to co:ltenil v i t h  many i i i6cnl t is .  We slmn!d not clcspoucl 
i n  the prosecution of this good work. Evcry Ilir;il and tmman 
~ ~ 1 1 0loves Xortll-Caroliila slloulci, lend n heiping.hanc! to this 
cause. It is vair~ to hope that the rising mcl coming genera-
tions d l  govern thelilselves proper:^^ and p a r d  and maintain 



their liberties, if they are deprived of the zcl~antagesof ednca- 
tion m d  alloxTed to g r o ~  u p  in ig~orance.  

I trnst tli>xt the governfi~eut of the hirlited 8ta;:es will turn 
its attention to  this matter al:d e3tabliA a n a r i i o : d  systein of 
-public instri~ation. Sficl: n p o l i c ~o:: the !xwcd ';iint govern-
ment ~ r o c l d  confer i:nnlenwr,zblti lm~el i t s  on t!:e ;:zopie of the 

..?&cthcy:: Statea, :h:l:I woi;j:\ the e:rer~:b,~j:cf ndnm:,nt t o  

the  pillnrs which snsta;~! ihe II::F~L!;I:;!. c ~ ~ E c c .I t m s t  'illc - .Sellnto:.s:qld ~<e3i.est::!~rLtiye5 Gi,l!i:raF3 tjlis Str,te %3';71c, fj~o:ll 

from :i"):! i!:e ~ol~:li,:;.:lStates, :?ill ;i.y;io this sr;i?.ject (1;: thnt 
body TyiGl: 211 e::riicsti?e:s ::.!id :,i.w;:-e;.nnce ~ ~ h i c l i;yi!l t,&e 
120 cleni::!. 

2 yeuyc: :jl .;-,yy)? TQ~; ,:,,i;::j ~ l - ! > ~t::>,i tIlc st:::.; .EyliTeTsity-
is boyden.ccl deli{: ,  c::ij i:;ii: :: i::,:;.uisl;in(:. on>JitioE.., C? '"&' 

respei:t:ii;llS ni.;,;e t o  ::'.:;:: 9 5I::iC $1.239 $0 :n;;:a.;ir
. . 

~ t ,  
1 .  . . 1 :-p]2~+cc .. . 

TT-~I;:!: ;.;I ,:,::::!;:llld tlic ; > y ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ ; : ~ ci~ 011 pu~ , : > < ~ ~ ~ 1 1 ~ r r  - of tile a 

1 . 1
llwp]e. i$lj ,;]i:Lt,1 ]1::,~,,<.. :;;i:y '..-iip:g (4;' dr3!lo-,:' dC31reii: :.ela-

t ion t;j t.]:ij i;)~tit;[',j:j:l i.5. :i!?t :!::[!::I::'!, :::I< liot seci..i@nal 
. --

i ~ t iselli;imen[i; s!l:aji ljc. i:~ci?i.,:: 1 : ~;:. 1,ci; i'; be t s : ~  'i:2~iitt!i'i0:~ 
qf lcc;j*lLi72L,!,\y]li2a,Il:]I,: :;,,:?tl~s C J ~tlie $Lakc ill (:ocIc, to b~ 

7 -fifii;teclf;,;. cd1;c::tol.s ,,i!!.! !ri:-L!i~!.~ c:f tl;i: ~;trnple,a:~il to ndorll 
society i:! their tl:~;; ;;!.ntl ;;cne~:~tioil. It I I : ~heeu suggested - 7tllat ti;e Gniyers i t ,~i;;c ic'::s,:cl fijr :i t c ; : ~ ~of' to n pt--r~011 

j; p?o~x~:iy,or prisons w h  will C L G ~ ~ I I C ~  :md who dl h b o r  to 
bniid i t  lip :is a St:itc in:<titution. Tlier!: x e  vu ions  ssl:cines 
by ~~ll!ic!lit .is lii,i)cc?:the Z 'c i~crs i tywill be placed 011 a per-
manent footing. 7\Vithoat irldicr,tiilg m y  preference RS to  
these schemes, Ont with :<:I ardent h i r e  to see the University 
a g i n  in a y r o s p o u s  ciirlditio~:,1siiI)n~it the whole m:xtter to 
the  Trastees :md to Soxr I~onori~ble body. 

I cannot disuliss this sul~ject s~ i thou t  Imnriug lriy testimony 
to  tlle energy and z e d  wliic!l 11as.e cllnracterized the President 
and Professors of this institution. It is dne also to the Rev. S. S. 
Ashley, tile S~zperintenclciit of Public Instrnction, and to Rev. 
J. tV. Eoocl, his Assistant; to stat'e that they have been nn-
wearied in the  discharge of their duties, and that the snccess 
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of our public school system thus far is to be attributed in a 
great degree to their enlightened and well-directed efforts. 

A large proportion of our people are farmers. Agriculture 
is, therefore, a subject of primary importance. The preserva- 
tion of the original fertility of tlie soil, and the increase of its 
fertility, depend on the practice of a fen- fundamental prin- 
ciples. These principles are s i q i e ,  and can be easily com- 
prehended by any one of ordinary intellect. By observing 
these principles popnlation is increased, the interests of societg 
are promoted, and the enjoyments of life are mnltiplied. I t  
is the dnty, as i t  is to the interest of every State and e v e q  
commanity to enccnrage the ncqnisition of linovledge in firm- 
ing. The sin~ple elements of Agricnlture slionlcl be tauglzt in 
all our schools, both pnblic mid prlvate, as well as in the TJni- 
versity and in the Colleges. I respectfullg and earnestly ap- 
peal to you, gentlemen, to give this subject your attention, and 
to devise sw11 means as i m y  be in your pomer to spread the 
linowledge of Agricultnre ainong the people and to benefit the 
farming interests. The State Fairs aad the County Fairs 
slioldd be e:lcouraged. An annnal apl~ropriation of $25,000 
to theso Fnirs would repay the State four fold j n  increased 
pnxluction, and iu tlie excellence of procluction of all 1;inds. 

The Insane Asylum has been conducted ~ i i h  remarlcable 
ability and success by its Superintendent, Dr. Eugene Grissom. 
I t  is n o v  crosvded to wplelion with the unfortunate, and there 
are bnndreds of insane wllo shodci be cared for, and wlio cau 
not be received into the institution for the ant of 1.00111. I t  is 
a sacred cinty which owe to thew unfortunates, to tlieir 
&,n~ilies, to soeiet~,  and to ourselves, to imke  provision for 
every perso" within our borders vho is thus nfiiicted. I an1 
snre, gentlemen, that yon concur with me in t h i ~ ,  aud that you 
will do a11 yon can to p ro~ ide  for tlic insane v-!lo are deprived 
of tlie benefits of the Asylunl. 

XIr. TQiley J. Palmer, for many years tlic eflicient and zeal- 
ous Principal of the State Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 
and Clind, has recently felt constrained, by a sense of duty 



to his family and to himself, to leave the State, and. to accept 
a silililar position in Canada, where his compensation is mnch 
better than i t  T T ~ Shere, conpled with tlie prospect of employ- 
ment for life. The loss of 31s. Palmer is sensibly felt by the 
Institution, and the Board of Directors has not been able thus 
far to selcct a suitable saccessor. I commend this Institntion 
to your attention and care, not donbting that you will do 
whatever may be best to proillote its prosperity? and to provide 
further and still greater advantages for the comparatively be- 
niglited &ndldpless ones for ~ l i o s e  benefit i t  n-as established. 

The salaries of the Sndgcs of the Suplmne and Superior 
Courts are iuaclequate, and sho:?d be increneccl. The Attorney 
Genernl is also inadequate!y remnncrated. TIe is one of tlie 
most useful nni! inc':ispensnble: c!r?icers of tlie gowril:iieat., aacl 
shonld receive n con~pcnsntiozl at least ccjlw.1 to t h t  nllo~~eci to 
the &her Ilends of Depxtments. 

There a w  1 : o ~  two hun:Cxc! and twenty convicts in the State 
Penitentinry, and tlicre ~ Y Gprob:hiy two hnndrcd more In tlic 
rnrions Ooimty prisons n Lo ,slionld I)c in it. Thc coi~tractors 
are 1woyessing rapiclly n-it11 the innin Imilding. Tlie site is 
belie~cclto be :in csceliclit one ; nnd the arairs of the Peni- 
tentiary have ill :dl respects been econolizica!ly, lioncstly and 
ably mnnagccl by the Ocrlnlni~sioncrs. This is at1 indispcnsn-
ble estnblislune:it, :l:i~! s h o ~ l ~ lbe pressed to co1q)letion ns rap- 
idly as the lilca:13 of the State will allow. 

Tho lrcicnt  go~ernlz~c:lt of North-Cnrolina conlmenceil its 
operations on the 4th clax of July, 1808. This goveiSnuzontis 
11ased on the 1;olitictil and c i ~ i l  cc jd i ty  of all men, and it vns 
lnwfully m d  con~titntionally establislicd by the whole people 
of tlic State. The State lmcl just emerged from n protracted 
and dcsperntc conflict with t h o  governmeilt of' our comiirnon 
comtrg, in which many vsluab!e lives and n vast nniount of 
property had been sncrificci-1. I t  as hoped and espected that 
the go~ernnicat thus establislicd, after so mnch suffering and 
SO many cnlnmities, n-onld be a!lo~~-ed to move quietly formard, 





kc.; and giving notice that " bands of ~ ! icn  rho go ~llasked 
_J armed a t  night, cansing alarm a11d terror in  neigh.bor-

loods, and committing acts of violence on the ino8ensive and 
defenceless," and " depredators and robbors, 1v1io live on the 
honest earnings of others," ~vonld be folloved a ~ c 1  made to 
feel the penalty due to their c-'lmec. 

Aad  in October, 1859,1 deenied i t  my dnty t o  i-ane another 
proclamation, se t t i~ig  fcrtli the fact that in the Connties of 
Lenoir, Joncs, Orange tirid Cl~at l ia~u,there is, and has been '$ 

for some :?~ontlx past. s feeling of insnbordinntion and insnr- 
rec",iou, irscwncli tlint n?:sny good citizcns arc put ill terror for 
their lives and p r o ~ ~ c r t p ,and i t  is difficult, if ]lot i:n;.rossible, 
t o  secii1.e r. frill at22 fair enfi~rcetnent of' tlic Inn.." I gave 
notice i n  this ~ roc lana t io l i  tha t  violations of Icn- nnJ c1ixt:wges 
i n  the aforesaid Counties 111ust cease ; otllcrwiw 1wonld " pro-
claim those Connties in n stxte of ilisurrcr.tion,'' and v-odd 
" exert the ~1101s power uf tlie State to cnforce tlic law, to pro-
tect those ~ h onre assailed or ininred, ant1 to 11rirlg criminals 
to justice." 

A n d  in March, 1870,I wns forced by a sense of dnty to  
"proellaim and declare that the County of il1:unarli.u is in a 
state of insur~wtion." 

Aud in Jane ,  1570, 1issued anotlicr proolarn:~tiori, iri which, 
on acconnt of tcn 1r1urder.i mentioned, coiuii~itte~l i n  fonr Coun- 
ties, and other acts ot violence, sue11 as mliippi~ig, and the driv- 
ing  a State Senator f'rorn the State, I oli'ered reu-artls i'dr t h e  
arrest aud conviction of ninrdererh, a n i o ~ ~ n t i i i ~  in the aggre- 
gate to tt large sntri. I n  this proclamation 1 denounced the 
outrages, such as murders and scowgings, by tlle l < ~ M n . iIilan, 
and also retaliation by others, such as the bnrninz of stables, 
mills and dwelling houses ;and I urged all cdEt:cl~s, l v ~ t hcivil 
and military, to aid in bringing offenders to j~1atic.e ant1 restor- 
ing pectce and good order to those yortioiis of tlw Stittc. 

And  in Jnlr, 1870.I was forced by n sense of' drily to " de-
clare tlie County of Caswell in a state of i n a u r ~ ~ c t i o : ~ . "  

Tliesc 1,roc.lamatiolis are printed in thc " A p p e ~ ~ d i s "tr, this 
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docun~ent, and I trnst every member of your honorable body 
will give them a carefd perusal. 

In  addition to these proclamations I addressed letters to 
various civil and military officers, and to citizens, ~zrging tho 
necessity of ?.epressing these outrages and of enforcing the la~t-. 
For the space of t w e l ~ e  months, wliile the larva mere thus 
being set at naught, and while grand juries ye re  failing to find 
bills, or, if they were found, petit jnries refused to conrict, I 
was almost constantly importunecl by letters, and in person, by 
many of the victims of t h e  outrages, and was urged to adopt 
some means of protection to society, and especi;il!y to the vic- 
t i~ns  of the secret combinatio~~s referred to. 

These combinations vere at  iirst purely political in their 
character, nu6 !n:xiy rood citizens wcre induced to join them. 
But graciually, ~inclcr the leaclersl~ip of ambitions m d  discon- 
tented politicians, and under the pretest that society iieedcd 
to  be regnlated bg some cnthority outside or 2iboTe thc law, 
their character ~ v a s  clianged, and these secret lilaiis began to 
commit murder, to rob, hip, scourge and nlutilntc unofi'encl- 
ing citizens. This orgaaizntion or these combinations ryere 
callcd the I i n  I i l u s  Iilan, end were revealed to the public, as 
the rcsult of the measures -\vliich I adopted, as ': The C'onstitu-
t io~zdG&oI>ihai&," The 'ITThite Br~othed~ood," and " Thila 
Invisa6Ze Eny~im." Ulllilie other secret political associa-
tions, they authorized the nsc of force, with deadly wea-
pons, to influence the elections. The nlenlbers vere  nnitecl 
by oaths which ignorcd or repncliated tlie ordinary oaths 
or obligations restiag upon all other citizens to respect the 
laws and to uphold the government; these oaths inculca- 
ted hatred by the white race against the colored race ; the 
members of the Klaa, as above stated, were hostile to tho 
principles on which the government of the State had been re- 
constructed, and, in many respects, hostile to the government of 
the United States. They met in secret, in disguise, with arms, 
in a dress of a certain kind intended to conceal their persons 
and their horses, and to terrify those whom they menaced or as-



sanlted. They held their camps, and under their leaders they 
decreed jrrdgment against their peaceable fellow-citizens, from 
mere intimidation to scourgings, mutilations, the burning of 
c'hurches, school-honses, mills, and in many cases to murder. 
This organization, under different names, but cemented by a, 

C O M ~ ~ O I Ipnrpose, is believed to have embracect not less than 
forty thousand ~ o t e r s  in North Carolina. I t  was governed by 
rules more or less military in their character, and i t  struck its 
~ i c t i m s  with such secrecy, s~ i f tness  and certainty as to leave 
tliern little hope either for escape or mercy. The members 
were srrorn to obey the orders of their camps eve11 to assasina- 
tion and murcler. They mere taughf to regard oaths adminis- 
tered before magistrates and in  Courts of Justice, as in no degree 
binding when tiley vere  called upon to give testimony against 
their confederates. They mere swonl to Beep the secrets of the 
order-to obey the colnillands of the Chief-to go to the res- 
cue of a rneniber at all hazards, and to swear for him as a wit- 
ness, and acquit hi111 as a juror. Conseclnently, Grand Jnries 
in many Counties fieqneiitlg refnsed to find bills against the 
members ol' tilis Klan for the gravest and most flagrant viola- 
tions of I a v  ; and n i h ~ ~ l  bills were found, and the parties mere 
arraigned for trial, witnesses, lnenlbers of the order, would in 
nearly every case come forward, and, taking an oath before 
the Conrt on the EIoly Evangelists to tell the truth, the whole 
t r ~ ~ t h ,and nothing bnt the truth, would swear falsely, and 
wo~zld thus defeat the ends of jnstice. There are, a t  least, 
four Jndges and few Solicitors in the State who will bear wit-
ness to the fact, from their own experience, that i t  mas very 
difficnlt, if not impossible, to convict members of this Klan 
of crimes and misdemeanors. I have information of not less 
than twenty-five murders committed by members of this Klan, 
in mrions Counties of the State, and of hundreds of cases of 
scourging and whipping, Very few, if any, convictions have 
followed in these cases. The civil law was powerless. One 
State Senator mas murdered in the open day in a County Court- 
house, and another State Senator was driven from the State, 
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solely en  account of their political opinions. 111neither case 
v a s  a biii fo~u:il by a Grand Jnry. A respectable and unof- 
fending colored man was  taken from his bed a t  night, and 
Ilangcc! I:J she neck uutil ilr: wits dead, witliin a ellopt distance 
of a County Court-house. Atlotiler colored mal~was dro~vned, 
because he spoke publicly of persons ~vllo aided in the commis- 
sion of this crime. KObilij were found iu  tliese cases. A crip-
pled ~vhi te  wan, a nat im oi Vermont, i ~ a s  cruelly n.lii~\ped be- 
cause lie ~ v a steaching a colored school. S o  bill :ma fonnd i n  
this c a w .  Tlic ?lieriff of a Co11ut.y v a s  ~ ~ a j l a i d ,  shot and Billed 
on a public Iiiglir~ay, and the Colonel of a 6: o m t y  ivas shot 
and 1;illed in the  open cl i t ,~ ,  t c lde  ellgaged in his nsnal busi- 
11eFs. A. Connry jail \va.j broken open, nxd five i:ie:i taken 
ant and tlieir t h r o a ! ~  cnt A t ~ o t i ~ c rjail w:w l)l.u!;el-~ open, 
and men taken out and shot, one of LT hoiu died of his wound. 
Another jail TTas 1)rol;en open, and a Znited State's prisoner 
released. 30pnnishments follo~ved in these cases. T l x  mem- 
bers of this Klan, nuder tlie orders of tlieir Chiefs, liacl ridden 
through many neighl~orl~oods at  niglit, and Iiad 1)iini~llecl free 
citizens on account of their political opinions, aucl Ilad so ter- 
rified many of them by tliruats of future isi it at ions of ven-
geance that tliey fled iior I their honses, took refuge in the  
woods, and did not dare to appear in public to  exercise tlieir 
ri&t of suffrage. Some ot' these victirns were shot, some of 
t l~ern were 1vliipped, w m e  of them were Ilanged, some of them 
Tvere drowned, sotne of them we1.e tortnred, some I ~ a d  their 
lnouths lacerlited with gaps, one of'tlle~n had his ear cropped, 
arid others, of both scxcs. ~t el(: ~ulijected io i;~dignities which 
were disgraceful not ~nerelyto civilizatiun bnt  to l i u ~ i ~ a n i t y  
itself. The  members of this Klan, under the orders of their 
Chiefs, had ridden, defiantly and un:nolestecl, through the  
towns of I-Iillsi)vrc~ngh, Chapel l l i i l ,  P i t tsboro~~gl iand Gra- 
ham, coininitting crimes, tlefying the laivful authorities, and 
causing r e d  alar11i to a11 good people. I n  fine, gentlemen, 
there wa* no rexnedg for tliese evils through the civil law, and 
bu t  for tlle nse of the 131iiit:~ry arm, to nhic11 1 v a s  ooir~pellecl 
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to resort, the wliole fabric of society in the State would l i~v , :  
been undenni~led and destroyed, and a reign of li~wlessr~eas 
and ~ I L R ~ C I ~ Y~vonld have been established. The presenl Statc 
governrnerit mouicl thus have failed i n  the great pnrpose for 
.irrhich it was created, to-xrit : the protection of life and pro-
perty under equal l a m  ; and, necessarily the national govern- 
ment would have interfered, and, in all probability, ~vonld 
have placed us again and for an indefinite period under tnilitary 
1 . ~ 1 ~ .  

I n  Juue, 1569, about t ~ e l v emonths before I declared the 
Counties of Alarnance and Caswell in a state of insurrection, 
I caused eighteen men, murderers and robbers, to be arrested 
in  Lenoir and Jones. They were examined before Judge 
Thoinas. F i re  of them turned State's evidence, and exposed 
the secrets of the Klan and the crimes of their coufede-
rates. Kone of the111 have been convicted. Yet  the re-
sult of these arrests was, that peace and order mere almost 
irn~r~ediatelgre-estal~lislml in those Counties. 

I n  the earls part of 1870 I employed, in Ghatham, Capt. N. 
A. Eamsey, and in. Orwnge Capt. Pride Jones, both belonging 
to the political party opposed to my administration, to aid in 
repressing the I<u IUux and in composing the troubles in those 
Counties. They perfunned their duty in a manner which en- 
titles them to the tllanlrs of every friend of law and order. 

Tn July, of the present year, I deemed it  my duty to embody 
a portion of the militia, and to rnake a number of arrests of 
suspected persons in the Connties of Alamance and Caswell. 
I exercised this power by virtue of tlls State Constitutiom, 
which declares that '' the Governor shall be Uornmander-in- 
Chief, and have power to  call out the militia to execute the 
law, suppress riots or insurrection, and to repel invasion." 
And also by virtue of an Act of the General Assembly, passed 
at the session of 1869-'70, whicli provides that the "Governor 
is hereby authorized and empowered, whenever in his jndg- 
ment the civil anthorities in any County are nnable to protect 
its citizens in the enjoyment of life and property, to  declare 

2" 
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such Countg to he in a state of insurrection, and to call into 
antive seiric.!: the militia of the State to such fin esterit as may 
become neceassry to suppress such insurrection ; and in s~zch 
case the Governur is f l r ther  authorized to call i ~ p o ~ i  the Pres- 
ident for such a&tance, if any, as in his judglnent may he 
necessary ro enforce the law." 

This was my  anthority, gentlemen, for tlie course which 1 
adopted in this grave emergency. I t  waq my sworn duty, as 
Chief Nsgistrate of the State, to "execnte jnstice and ~na in-  
tain truth." I Tas satisfied that tlie civil authorities in the 
Counties referred to were not ahle to ~ ~ r o t e c t  thcir citizens in 
the enjoyment of life and property ; and, d t e r  much forbear-
ance. arid many remonstrances, and n-hen patience was eshaas- 
ted, I coillcl adopt no other course ~ h i c h  promised to restore 
civil law and to re-establish peace and crtler in those Counties. 

Many of the persons thus arrested were examined before the 
Chief Jnstice and two of the Bssocixte Jnstices of the Supreme 
Court, in this City, and forty-nine of them were bonnd over 
to appear and answer to tlie Superior Courts of Oaswell and 
Alamanue. It is supposed that not less tiian twent;y or thirty 
of the worst characters in Caswell and Alarnance and other 
Uounties, have fled the State, to escape arrest and punishment 
for their numerous crimes. 

The correspondence between the Chief Justice and myself 
in relation to t h e ~ e  matters, and all the material evidence 
elicited in the cases, are given in the Appendix to this docu- 
ment, to which I invite yonr attention. 

I did not procced to final action in this matter m t i l  I had 
consulted the President of the United States, which 1did in 
person in July last. I t  will be seen, by his letter published in 
the Appendix! that he  sustained me in m y  action. T h e  federal 
troops in the State a t  that time were re-inforced by his order, 
and every precaution was taken to prevent resistance to the 
steps which I deemed absolutely indispensable to the restora- 
tion of the  civil law and the re-cstablisliment of peace and 
order. 
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The Report of the Adjutant General, svhicli will be laid be- 
fore yon, will contain informativn as to the operations of the 
militia in Alamance and Caswell, and statements oftlie ex- 
penses of the same Any information on this or other sul?jects 
which the General Assembly may desire, mill be pro!nptly and 
clieerfnllg furnished. 

The resnlt of this action on the part of the Executive: in 
pursuance of the Constitution and the laws, has been in the 
l~igliest degree furtunate and beneficial. The power of the 
State government to prutect, maintain, and perpetuate itself 
ljas Been tested and demcnstrated. The secret organization 
which disturbed the peace of society, which was sapping the 
fonndations of the government, setting the law at defiance, and 
inflicting manifold wrbngs on a large portion of our people, 
has heen exposed and broken up. Well rneaning, honest men, 
who llnd been decoyed into this organization, have availed 
themselves of this opportunity to escape fiom it, arid will hence- 
forth bear their testimony against it as wliolly evil in its prin- 
ciples and its mvcies of operation. A score or more of wjclced 
men have been driven from the State, while those of the 
same character who remain have been made to tremble before 
the avenging hand of power. The majesty of the law has 
been vindicated. The poor and the humble now sleep unmo- -
lested in their lionses, and are no longer scourged or murdered 
on account of their political opinions.) Peace and good order 
have been restored to all parts of the State, with the esception 
of the County of Robeson, in which some murderers and rob- 
bers are still a t  large, but it is expected they will speedily be 
arrested and brought to punishment. In  view of this altered 
and gratifying condition of things I issued another proclama- 
tion on the 10th of this month, revoking former poolamations 
which placed Alamance and Caswell in a state of insurrection. 
Allow me, gentlemen, to say to you in the language of this 
proclamation of the 10th instant, that I trust that peace and 
good order may continue; that partizan rancor and bitter- 
ness may abate ; that our people of all classes and conditions 
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may cultivate harmony and good will among thenlselves ; and 
,that the whole peor~le of the State, lrithout respect to party, 

may unite fraternally and cordially to builcl up Xcrrth Carolina, 
and to elevate her to the prortd eminence wliich she once occu- 
pied as a ~nernber of the American Union. 

It will ajriord me pleasure, gentlemen, to oo-operate ~ ~ i t h  
yon in snch measures as may be considered best calculated to 
promote the prosperity and happiness of our people. 

1 have the honor to he, with great iSespect, 
Your obedieut servant, 

W. W. E-IOLDEN. 



I u ~ i ~ r ~ i ~ a t i o u11as been rewived at  this departmerit that mili- 
tary weapons, such as repezting rifles of vario~zs kinds, have 
been iinported into this State, and llnve 1,een distributed 
mnmunition aud ccluip~nents to citizcr~s in seve~:~l localities. 
It is belienxl that boxes containing arms, ainmnnition and 
equiplllc~ltsare concealed ill divers places, ready to 1,e (listpi- 
bnted as olq~ortunity may offer. 

Tllc ol1,ject of tlic persons thus eiipged iunst be either t u  
subvert the govenlment, to resist the constituted authorities, 
or to prevent a free election in this State on the tllird clay of 
liest month. 

The goveninient of Xortli Ciarolir~a has l)ee11 1:twi'ully and 
~onstitutionally establislicd. This goven~~uent  has been freely 
aud volnntarily i-bnned by a majority of the citizens in pn:-sn- 
ance of acts constitutionally passed by the Congress, under 
which Iny immediate predecessor held office from the 9d day 
of Xitrcli, 1S81,  to the 1st day of July, 1866. The constitn- 
t io~~al i tyuf' these act;., if cjnestioned during this period, were 
ucvertheless subscribed to and maintained by him, and by every 
d c p w t ~ ~ e n t ;of tlie governlncnt, from the said 2d day of Ikinrch, 



2 DOCGXENTKO. 1. [Session 

1867,to the said 1st day of July, 1568 ; and now, that they 
have been executed by the common consent of the xrllole peo- 
ple voting under them at  the polls for .members of a Conven-
tion, for the new Constitution, and for members of Consress 
and State officers, the result which has been effected closes the 
discussion in relation to them, and renders the present Consti- 
tution of government as valid and binding as were the Consti- 
tions of 1776 and 1835. 

This government will be lnnintained for the foiloxing, arnor?g 
other reasons : 

1st. It has been lawfully and constitutionally established by 
the whole people of the State. I t  is operating smoothly and 
fiannonionsly. ITnder i t  the people are q~liet  and peaceable, 
and we  just entering anen. on a career of prosperity. I t  must 
not be upset or eren assailed, because the colored people have 
been allowed to vote ; or because they will vote with n certain 
party ; ur lmanse a few pnblic men are out of office and a few 
are in. 

2d. Senators and Representatives Lare been admitted by the 
Gongress to seats in that body. The State is, tliereforc, of as 
,well cs i 7 2  the Union. I t  is as much of the Vnion as Kew 
York or any other State. KOState can secede, nor call COE- 
gress push a State out, or sever its relations with the common 
qo\-ernment. If Congress should, therefore, do what is exceed- 
inply improbable, repeal the reconstrnction acts, such repeal 
would liare no more effect than a repeal of the act admitting 
'Texas or Kansas to representation. Tlle reconstrnction acts 
l x r e  been esecntecl, and are, therefore, liejond the rcnch of 
Congress. 

3d. The Supreme Court has no jurisdiction of' the subject. 
i t s  yowers are expressly defined by the Constitntion to be 
c L  jndicial," and not political. I t  has already decided tlist the 
cluestion of admission to representation is a political question, 
and that when determined by Congress, as i t  has been in rela- 
tion to Korth Carolina, the court trill not interfbre. 

4th. The President vould have no more paver to declare 



the reconstruction acts null and void, with a view to the ex- 
tinguishment of the go\-ernment of this State, than 1would 
have to declare that a certain Connty or Conntieain this State 
should cease to esist. 

The gocernment of Sort11 Carolina is, therefore, as firmly 
established as that of any other State. I t  has the same c o ~ -  
trol of the right of s~zffrage, and of its own internal affairs, as 
the other States hare ; and i t  possesses equal po~t-er with the 
other States to protect and perpetuate itself. 

The right of the people to have arms in their homes, and to 
bear " them nnder the authority of law, is not questioned. 

On the contrary, it is claimed as a constitutional right sacred 
to freemen. The use of arms by the male populatioll, for 
peaceable and la~vfid purposes, shonld rather be encoilraged 
than otherwise; but 1.i-lien, in time of peace, weapons of an 
extraordinary character a1.e imported into the State by l~oliticd 
organizations, and deposited and distributed in a secret tnanner 
among persons d ~ o s e  spokesmen deny the authority of the 
esisting go~ernment, and who publicly declare that all govern- 
ment, to be authoritative arid bincling, must proceed alone 
from one race of our people, a state of xflhirs is rtt once consti- 
tuted vhich renders i t  tlie duty of every oi3cer and every 
citizen to be more than nsuallg vi~i lunt .  I t  cullnot be pre- 
fended that these arnis arc intended for h~ult ing or sporting 
purposes. I t  can not be justly assnmed that t h y  are necessary 
for the protection of those who l~iire them, since the w21o;t. 
power of the Stnte and general govcrn~ilents is l~iedgeil to pro- 
tect the peaceable and the law-abiding, ~ l l o c v e r  arid milere- 
erer they may be. 

If i t  be the purpose of ariy portion of the people in any e ~ e n t  
to resist the laws or to subvert the government, they should 
bear in mind that TnE-lsox is the highest crime that can be 
committed ; that they are liable t u  asrest and punishment 
nnder the '' Act to pnnisli cuuspiracg, sedition and rebellion," 
which %-ill be enforced, iI' neeessaq!., mitli a firm hand ; and 
they should reflect that the ~nacganitnity of the government, 
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:~liicli spared the lives and the estates of those v h o  enyagcc"r 
in the late rebellion, may not be extended a secoticl time to 
s'1-i-e them from the consequences of their crimea. 

If  i t  be the pnrpose of any portion of the peop!e, by tlie use 
1,f arms, or by tlireats or intimidation, to pre~-ent tlie people 
:i.oni going to  tlie polls and voting as they luay choose to vote 
;n tlie third clay of nest  month, i t  is illy d i l t ~  to inform them 
zliat ibrce n-ill l x  met with force, and that every persu:l wliu 
iilay thus violate the law illb be punished. Every race of inell 
in this State is free. The colored citizen is ecluall~- entitled 
XI-i-itli the vliite citizen to the right of suRrago. Tlie poor and 
tlie 1lnuil)le mnst be protected in this right equally with the 
ztHnent mid the exalted. The election must l ~ e  absolutely t'rec. 

I n  Tiel!-, tlierefcire, of this condition of aff'aira, I l ~ t ~ r ecleelned 
It my dnty to  isbue this l'roclamation, adrnouishing the people 
to avoid undue escitelneni,, to be peaceable and orderly, ant! 
+,J exrcisc  tlie right of suffrage firmly and calmly, without 
violence or ii!rce of' any bind. Every good citizen is gratifietl 
that Xortli Clarolina is at  present as quiet and peaceable ah 
m y  State of the 1Tnion. Let us maintain this good name fur 
our State. I,et 11s frown indignantly on the use of brute force, 
or bribes, or tllrertts, to control the election ; and let every 
I,fricerof' the State, civil and military, be prepared to clicck 
instnnt1;- ally incipient step to sedition, mbellioli or treason. 

The flag of the United States waves for the protectioli o f '  
all. Every s tw upon i t  shines down with vital fire into eTe1.y 
spot, Iiowsoever remote or solitary, to consnrne those who ins? 
resist tlie sutholity of tlie government, or ~ v h o  ol)l,ress the  
defenceless aucl die innocent. The State governnient will Lc 
?:iaintained ; the laws will be enforced ; every citizen, what-
ever his political sentiments, will be protected in his rights ; 
the unla.vvf~zl use of arms will be prevented, if possible, aud i f  
uot prevented, will be punifihed ; and eotispiracy, sedition and 
treason will r ~ i s e  their l eads  only to be i~unlediately snbdnetl 
by the strong hanil of military power. Tlle General colri- 
7nanding this department has instructed t!le Oistrict and post 
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comnlanders to " act in aid and co-operation, :tad in snbordi- 
uation to the civil anthoritiee," in maintaining the peace and 
in securing a free election. The power of both gove~nments 
is thus pledged to peace, order and tranquility. 

I t  is specially enjoined on all officers of tlm Detailcd Xilitia 
to observe the " act to organize a militia of Xortli Carolina," 
and to act in strict subordination to the ciril power. An9 all 
Nagistrstes, Sheriffs and other peace officers are also specially 
enjoined to be vigilant, impartial, faithful and firm in the dis- 
charge of their duties, magnifying and enforcing tlie law, 
ferreting out offenders, protecting the weak against the strong 
who may attempt to deprive them of their rights ; to the end 
that the wicked may be restrained, the peace of society pre- 
served, the good name of the State maintained, and the gov-
ernment perpetuated on the basis of Freedom and Justice 
to all. 

( - - I  Done at  our city of Raleigh, on the 14th day of 
- T, S , October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
.-d , 

hundred and sixty-eight, and in the ninety-third year 
of onr Independence. 

W. W. HOLDEX, Governor. 
Ey the Governor: 

EOBEETM. I)or:a~as, Private Secretary. 

IIY IIIS EXCEI,LESCY, THE GOVERNOE O F  NORTH CAEOLINA. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
RALEIGH,
April 16, 1569. 

I t  is my duty to publish the following act, passed by the 
General Assembly of North Carolina at  its recent session : 
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AP; ACT JIAKISG TXIE ACT OF' GOISG JIASKED, DISGUISED OR 
PAINTED A FELONT. 

SECTI~S1. The Ge,,ei.fd As~tnzblyof ..\-ort?~ C7uro21/mdo e m c t ,  Any person who 
.hall disguise himself by painting his face, orby vearing any mask or any other 
t le~ice for the concealment of the face or person wlth intent to terrify or 
flighten any citizen or tile community, or part therof, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and be pnnished by fine or imprisonment in the County jail, 
at  the discretion of the Court. 

SEC.2. Any person or perione, either singly or in association x i t h  each other 
who, being disguised or masked, or other~vise concealed in the luanner described 
in the preceding section, shall commit anv trespass or act by  force or violence, 
nhich is now a misdcrneanor by any a t n t h  of this State, or at  common law, 
<hall be deemed guilty of a felony, and shall be imprisoned at hard labor in the 
Penitentiary for rt tern1 of not less than one gear, or more than ton years. 
SEO.3. This act shall eo into effcct on its rntificntion, and the Governor sliall 

cause the qanx to be p b h x l  immediately. 
Ratified the 12th day of April, -1.D. 1869. 

KOperson in this State can be "in any lnanner deprived 
of his life, liberty or property, but by the law of the land." 
Ecery man's house is his castle, into which no man can enter 
to molest or disturb him unless by authority of law. The 
humblest and the poorest are entitled to this protection equally 
with the wealthiest and most exalted. The courts will extend 
this protection, and the Esecutive is prepared to sustain the 
courts, and to do everything within the sphere of his powers 
and duties to p-eserve peace and good order in society. Bands 
of Inen who go masked and armed at night, causing alarm and 
terror in neighborhoods, and committing acts of violence on 
the inoffensive and defenceless, d l  be follosved and brought 
to justice; and depredators and robbers, who live on the honest 
earnings of others, will be made to tee1 the penalty due to 
their crimes. 

I t  is hoped the evils complairled of, and which are confined 
to a few localities, will speedily cease. The great body of the  
people of the State are subniitting quietly and peaceably to 
establislied anthority, and laboring assiduously to retrieve 
their fortunes and improve their condition. 1appeal to this 
great body of the people to unite with me in discountenancing 
and repressing the evils referred to. Public opinion properly 



einbodied and expressed will be more effectual in repressing 
these evils, and in promoting the general good that will result 
froin the complete establishment of peace and order in  every 
aeighborhood in the State, than the execntion of the lam itself 
against offenders in a few individual cases. I respectfully and 
earnestly invoke this public opinion. By the regard ~ h i c h  
v e  all ha\-e for the pence of society and the good name of the 
State, I call q o n  every citizen to unite with me in discouute- 
nancing disorders and violence of d l  kinds, and in  fostering 
and promoting confidence, peace and good-will among the 
whoIe people of the State. 

Done at  our City of Raleigh, this the 16th day of 

1- April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, 
and in the year of the Independence of the United 

States the ninety-third. 
W. W. HOLDEN, Goventor. 

By the Go-rernor : 
W. E. RICIIAROSON,A c t i ~ z yPi-ivat~Sec~etnry. 

9 PIZOOLAMATION, 

13Y HIS EXCELLENCY, TEE GOVERNOR O F  NORTFI CAROLINA. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
RALEIGEI, October 20th, 1869. 

Notwithstanding the existence of peace and good order in 
other portions of the State I regard i t  as my duty to announce 
that in four Counties, to-wit: Lenoir, Jones, Orange and 
Chatham, there is, and has been for some months past, a feel- 
ing of insubordination and insurrection, insomuch that many 
good citizens are put i n  terror for their lives and property, 



axld it is diEcult, if not impossible, tu secure a f~ l l l  and fair 
errforcement of the law. Information has reached, and con-
tinues to reach the Executive, that in the above Counties a 
state of feeling exists which is totally incompatible with the 
free exercise, b ~ -  tlle friends of the Government, of that inde- 
pendent esliression of opinion, and that freedom of action 
which is the birthright of every American. In  Zenoir and 
Jones various thefts and murders have been committed ; jails 
Irax-e been forcibly opened and tile prisoners taken thence 
hare been murdered ; an oEcer of the law lias been waylaid 
and slain on tlie public highway, and another oficcr of the 
Inm has been slain in the open day x l d e  engaged in his ordi- 
nary avocations. Private dm-ellings have been entered and 
the occupants terrified, and some of them v-hipped or mur-
dered ; others have been shot or I~anged or cruelly beaten ; and 
the r a ~ l l t  is that thns far the civil law, thongh firmly asserted 
nrid ~vaintailied, has not heen adequate to bring tlie insubor- 
dinate and the wicked to condign pnnishment. I n  Chatham 
the jail has been forcibl-j- ol~ened and a prisoner, confined nn-
der sentence of a Conrt of tlie United States, has been liberated 
and is now at  large. I n  Orange tlle jail has bee11 forcibly 
opened and t ~ o  prisoners (colored men) taken out and shot, 
one of wllom has died of his wounds. Three other colored 
men hare been hanged until they were dead, one has been 
crnelly mutilated, and others have been whipped. White cit- 
izens have been injured, insnlted and terrified. The University 
of the State, sacred to the cause of learning, has been repeat- 
edly invaded by bands of armed Inell in disguise on horse- 
hacli, 2 ~ i dacts of violence Imve been there perpetrated on un-
offe~ldiug citizens and officers of the law. hlany of the col- 
ored people in these Counties, and no inconsiderable portion 
of the white people, though obedient to the lam and good 
citizens, are living under constant apprehensions that they may 
fall victims at any motnent to the malice of their enemies. 

I t  is made m y  dnty under tlie Constitution " to call out the 



militia to esecnte the law, suppress riots or insfirrection and 
-to repel invasion." I deeply regret that it secrns necessary to 
resort to the military povcr to enforce the lan- and to protect 
the citizen. Cut  the lam mnst be maintained. I have waited 
In vain, hoping that a returning sense of reason and justice 
would arrest these violations of the lav.  E n t  these evils, in- 
stead of diminishing have increased, and no course is left to 
me but to issue this proclamation of admonition and warning 
to all the people of the Co~mties mentioned, whether engaged 
in  these flagrant violations of law, or whether indifferent or  
insensible to what is occllrring in their midst. I now call 
upon every citizen in the Co~mties aforemid to aid the civil 
poxer in a fearless enforcement of the laws. No set of men 
can take the law into their own hands. Every citizen, hon-- 
ever humble, or whatever his color, has. a right to be at peace 
in  his own house, and cannot be taken thence escept by due 
process, and cannot be punished save by the law. If there be 
those 1vho connsel resistance to  esta11lisl~ecl nutllority, such 
persons are traitors and slionld be punished accordingly ; if 
there be those who, disgnisecl or masked, enter the dwellings 
of others hy force and commit acts of violence, such persons 
are guilty of felony, and should be pnnisliecl by ]lard labor in 
%he genitcntiar.~ ; if there be those nrl~o, without precept or 
order, hang, or shoot, or otherwise deprive any one of life, 
mch persons are murderers, and should be punished accord-
ingly. 

I now give notice in the most solemn manner that these 
~iolations of law and these outrages in the aforesaid Counties 
n?zcst cease ;otherwise, I will proclaim those Counties in a 
state of insnrrection, and will esert the wllole power of the 
State to enforce the law, to protect those who are assailed, or 
injured, and to bring criminals to justice. In  a matter like 
this there should be no party feeling. I t  is my fixed purpose 
to protect every citizen without regard to his antecedents, his 
color or his political opinions ; but to do this the law must be 
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sacred, must be spread orer all alike, and must be inflexiblg 
maintained.- Done at our City of Raleigh, this the 20th day of 

L. S. j October? in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight .- hundred and sixty-nine, and in the ninety-fourth 
year of our Independence. 

W. W.  HOLDEX, Goveianor'. 
By the Governor : 

W. R. RICHAXDSON, Private Secretwy. 

BY HIS ESCELLEFCY, TlIE GOVERNOIZ O F  NO1WI-J CAROLINA. 

EXECUTIVE UEPARTMENT, 
RALEIGH,Narch 7th, 1870. 

By virtue of authority vested in me by the Constitution of 
the State, and by virtue of an act passed at the present session 
of the General Assembly, entitled " An act to secure the better 
protection of life and property," ratified the 29th day of Jan-
uary, 1870, and for the reason that the civil authorities of the 
County of Alamance are not able to protect the citizens of 
said County in the enjoyment of life and property, I hereby 
proclaim and declare that the County of Alamance is in a state 
of insurrection. 

On the 26th of November, 1869, a citizen of the United 
States, who was engaged in teaching a school in said County, 
was taken from his house by a band of men armed and dis- 
pised, and was by them cruelly beaten and scourged. 

On the night of the 26th of February, 1870, a citizen of said 
Connty was taken from his home by a band of men armed 



and disguised, and sras by tlletn hanged by the neck until Ire 
was dead on the public square in the t o m  of Graham; near 
the Court Honse. 

And mo1.e recently the Postmaster at  Company Shops, in 
said County, an officer of the governtnent of the United States, 
was compelled to flee the County, and while absent a band oi' 
men armed and disguised visited his honse, with the purpose, 
doubtless, of taking his life ; and this -within a short distance 
of Federal troops stationed in said County, nut to orerame or 
intimidate good citizens, but to preserve the peace and to pro- 
tect the innocent and law-abiding. 

I n  addition to these cases information has been received at, 
this department that peaceable and law-abiding citizens of the 
County aforesaid have been molested in their houses, have 
been whipped, shot, scourged, and threatened with further 
visitations of violence and outrase unless they n~ould conform 
to some arbitrary standard of conduct set up by these disgnised 
assassins and murderers. 

I have issued proclamation after procla~nation to the people 
of the State, warning offenders and wicked or misguided 
violators of the law to cease their evil deeds, and, by leading 
better lives, propitiate those whose dnty i t  is to enforce the 
law. I have invoked public opinion to aid me i n  repressing 
these outrages, and in preserving peace and order. I have 
waited to see if the people of Alanlance would assemble in 
public meeting and espress their condemnation of such eon-
duct by a portion of the citizens of the Connty, but I have 
waited in vain. KO meeting of the kind has been held. No 
expression of disapproval even of such conduct by the great 
body of the citizens has yet reached this Department; but, on 
the contrary, i t  is believed that the lives of citizens who have 
reported these crimes to the Executive have been thereby 
endangered, and i t  is further believed that many of the citizens 
of the County are so terrified that they dare not complain, or 
attempt the arrest of criminals in their midst. The civil 
officers of the County are silent and powerless. 



The l a m  must be maintained. These l a m  are over all. 
Every citizen, of vhaterer party or color, must be absolutely 
free to express his political opinions, and must be safe in his 
own honse. These outrages and these ~iolations of law must 
and SIIALL cease. Criminals xnnst and shall be brought to 
justice. The whole pov-er of both governments, State and 
Federal, is pledged to this, and this power will be eserted. 
Criminals who may escape to Counties adjoining Alamance 
will be pursued, and if not delivered up by the civil authoritie? 
of said Counties, or if sheltered or protected in  said Counties 
v i th  the knowledge of the civil authorities, the said Connties 
will also be declared to be in a state of insnrrection. 

I earnestly appeal to all good citizens to aid the civil author- 
ities in maintaining peace 2nd good order, and to support me 
in my purpose to protect life and property withont regard to  
party or color. 

Done at the city of Rnleigh, this 7th day of March, 1S70. 
and in the 94th year of onr Independence. 

IFr. W. HOLDEN, Govenzo~~. 
T:g the (+oremor : 

W. E. RICIIARDSON,2'1'iv~lteSecretmy. 

CT HIS EXCELLENCY, TEE GOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

EXECLTTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

R~LEXGII,June  6th, 1870. 

WEEREAS,111 January or February, 1869, the house of Dan-
iel Blue, colored, in the county of Moore, was entered a t  night 
by a band of disguised men, knovn as the K u  Klux Klan, and 



the wife of the said Blue, ~ 1 1 0mas pregnmt, aud five of tllc 
children v-ere murdered, and the llonse x i t h  the bodies of the 
murdered persons aforesaid mts burnecl ; and 

Whereas, on the 26th of February, l S X ,  Wyatt  Ot~tlaw, 
colored, a citizen of Alamarice, was take:] fro111 his Ilorise in 
the toim of Gralmn by disguised persons kiio\vn as the I i n  
K~IIS,and hanged by the necIi until lie was dead, on a tree 
near the Court EIouse ; and 

Whereas, on the 21st day of Nay, I S X ,  Jolm W.Steplicns, 
n-llite, State Senator from the County of' Caswell, was ~nurderad 
i n  open day-light in the Conrt E-Ionse in tho village of Pancey- 
~ i l l e ,  by persons nnlmown, suplmcd to lxlong to the Ku Klus 
lilla~i aforesaid ; and 

Whereas, on the 13th bf Xny, 1S70,Itobiii J:icoLs, colmXl, 
living near Leasbixrg, Caswell Connq,  was iilurderecl nt iliglit 
13y n band of the Kn  Iiltls Klnn aforesaid ; a i d  

l\Thereas2 from the 3.~1of April, 1870, to the 15th of' JIay, 
lS70, not less than twenty-one persons, tvhitc arid aolorccl, in 
tlie aforesaid County of Casmell, wero el-uelly x-hippccl :tnd 
scourged b r  a band or bands of tlic aforesaid l i u  l i lux 1il:tn ; 
a n  d 

Whereas, during the week ending tllc 14th of Nay, 1S?U, a 
colored lrian in  the County of 1,iucolii was taken fioui his bed 
at night and tied to a tree by a band of disguised persons known 
as the l<n K lus  M a n ,  and cruelly whipped ;arid 

TV!;ereas, about tlie same tinie, in said County, a baud of 
inen disguisecl, knoarn as the l i u  Klnx l i laa ,  in said County, 
sllot a colored trlan on the public liigliway, arld then told hilu 
they had shot hitn throng11 mistalie for another colored man, 
but laid him on ii pile of fBnce rails a ~ i dtold Iiim to cry for 
help ; and 

'A%ereas, :L colored lllitll ~ii~tiicclI'urycar., of the County uf 
Alxtriance, supposed to l ~ e  Iialf-witted, having ibllowed two of 
tl~c: disgnised murderers of Wyatt Ol~t law to their homes, and 
11a~~i1ig;rpoken of tlie fact pnblicly, suddcrdr disaplmred, and 
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was found drovned in a mill pond with a tvienty-pound rock 
20 his fset ; and 

Whereas, T. N. Shoffner, one of the Senators in the General 
Assembly of this State from the Counties of Alamance and 
Ouilford, has been compelled to sacrifice his property, and, to 
save his life, to make his escape from said Connty on account 
of his opposition to the Ku l i lux  Klan aforesaid, and his devo- 
tion to the government of the United States ; and 

Whereas, on the 26th of May, 1870, a most atrocious mar-
der was committed by three disguised men on Neil1 McLeod 
and Daniel M c L e d ,  white, of the County of Cumberland, and 
three others of the family were x-ounded by these assassins ; 
311d 

Whereas, in divers other localities peaceable citizens have 
been insulted in their houses, put in fear for their lives, mhip-
pea, scourged, maltreated, mutilated and murdered by persons 
disguised, and 1;no~~n as the Ku I U u s  Klan ; and 

Whereas, retaliation has commenced by the burning of barns, 
itables and mills ; and 

Whereas, all these evils are to be traced to the lh Klux 
M a n  aforesaid: though no apology can be offered for the retal- 
iation referred to, for i t  is equally to be deplored and repro- 
bated as a wicked violation of the law ; and upon dne infor- 
mation laid before me, (which information has not been fur- 
nished,) that barns, or stables, or mills, or dwelling houses, 
have been burncd by incendiaries, mentioning localities and 
the persons to whoin the said barns, or stables, or n7i11q7 or 
dwelling houses belonged, res~ards vill  also be ofFered for the 
nr~est  and conviction of the inceridiaries aforesaid : 

Xow, THEREFORE, I, T v r ~ ~ ~ ~ x  Goyernor of tho TV. HOLDEN, 
State of Xortli Carolina, do issue this my proclan~ation, offer- 
ing a reward of FIVE HUKDRED DOLLARS for the arrest 
vf' eaoli of the murderers of the wife and cliildren of Daniel 
Blne, of e:wh of the murderers of Wyatt Ontlasv, of each of 
the murderers of John TV. Stephens, of each of the inurderers 
of Robin J :To~ ,  murdered Pnrgenr, of each of' tile persons ~ 1 1 0  
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and of each of the persons B-110 murdered Keill McLeod and 
Daniel McLeod, and robbed the family of the said Keill 
NcLeod, together with such evidence as will lead to the con- 
viction of the persons thus arrested; those who planned, 
advised or counselled the commission of the act ; those ~ v h o  
participated in the act or acts ; or those who conspired to 
conceal the bodies or"the murdered, or aided in the concenlment 
and escape of the felons : 

And I enjoin upon all oEcerg civil and military, to aid in 
bringing these and all other offenders to justice ; and especially 
t o  discountenance, discourage and repress 311 organizations of 
men who ride or walk at niqht in disguise, with arms in their 
hands. I t  is a misdemeanor thus to go disguised, and i t  is 
felony if these disguised persons rnolest or injnre peaceable 
citizens in their life and property. 

Done at  our city of Raleigh, this sixth day of
i( June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight { -.--' 

hundred and seventy, and in the ninety-fourth year 
of our Independence. 

W. W. IIOLDEN, Gove~wv. 
By the Governor : 

IT. E.XI~EIARDS~Y,I'~ivute8ecretnry. 

9PROCLAMATION, 

ET XIS EXOELLlGNOT, THE GOTERNOR O F  NOXTEI CAROLIKA. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEKT, 

RALEIQII, July Sth, 1870. 

In accoriiance with authority vested in me by the Constitn- 
tion of the State of North Carolina, and by virtue of an act 



passeed at  the last session of the General Asse~ubly, entitled 
",4n act to secure the better protectioll of life and prope~ty,?' 
ratified the 20th day of January, 1870, Ihcre6y cTec.Zcc?.e th8 
County of C~swcZIto  be in a state qf i ? ~ s u r ~ L d i o ? ~ . .  

-1 --. Done at our city of' Raleigh, this the St11 day ui-' 
I ' L - S - j July, in the year of our Lord one t imusa~d eight 

hnndred and seventy, a i d  in tlie ninety-fifth year of 
O u r  Initegcndenes. 

TV. W. IIULDEX, GOL"/'ROP. 
E y  the C4ovewur : 

W. I:. X ~ c n ~ ~ n s u u ,I'riucltc: &:t~-lary. 



CORRESPONDENCE, 

SIX: I reslxothi!y reclncst that you orcler a file cf nleil, or 
a sixfticiellt number, in your. juclg~zzent, to proceed to Chapel 
Hill, with the Snperintendent of Public: TVorks, to protect the 
property of the University of this State. 

Very respectfully, 
W. W. I-IOLDEN, Govtmor. 

EXECUTIVE DEI'ARTMENT OF K. C., 
Aucwsr %th, 1868. 

SIR: Allow me to express my gratification at the assign- 
rneut of troops to this State, and their location, with one ex-
ception. It is important to have sor~ie troops in  the Salisbnry 

2 
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and Charlotte region of the State, and I would be glad, if it. 
meets your approval, if the two companies of ca~a l ry  ordered 
to  Raleigh could be stationed at Salisbury. Four companies 
of Gen. Miles' regiment of infantry, the 40th, would be SUE-
cient in Raleigh. I am especially gratified, as our loyal people 
are, at the appointment of Maj.-Gen. Miles to the command 

- of this State. 
Very respectfdly, 

W. W. HOLDEN, G'cvernor~. 

[GOT. Holden to Gen. Mcaile.] 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF  N.C.,  
RALEIGH,
September 14, 1868. 

To MAJ. Gm. G. G. MEADE,Atlanta, #a: 

SIR: I mould be glad if you would immediately authorize 
Maj. Gen. Miles so to locate the troops under his command as 
t o  aid the civil power in bringing offenders to jnstice and en- 
-forcing the law. Troops are needcd immediately in Halifax 
county to assist the civil authority. There are three localities 
especially in which the presence of a small number of troops 
mould be of service. The sheriff could at once execute any 
precept, and a salutary terror, by the mere presence of troops, 
would be occasioned to the disaffected and disloyal. Please 
answer. 

With ~nnch respect, 
W. W. HOLDEN, Oover~tw. 



[Gen. Mende to GOT. Holden.] 

ATLANTA,QA., Sept. 15,1868. 

To Gov. W. W. H~DDEX: 

Maj. Gen. Meade instructs me to say that he will not change 
the disposition of troops for the purpose indicated in your tele- 
gram of yesterday. It any actual resistance to law, (which 
you cannot suppress,) occurs, the General will promptly use 
the troops; but until overt acts occur, he ahall Beep them 
ready for emergencies, in any part of the State. The civil 
authority must attempt, at least, to preserve the peace. 

R. C. DRUM, 
A. A. A. G. 

[GOY. IIolden to the Mayor of Payettevillt..]j 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF N. (3., 
OCTOBER23d, 1863. 

DEARSIP: I learn that there is much dieorder and lawless- 
ness in Fayetteville. One of the ablest and purest Judges of 
our Superior Courts has been grossly assailed and maligned in 
a public print for on'e of his decisions, and his family have 
been insulted and put in terror for their lives. In other re- 
spects, as I learn, persons have disturbed the peace in Fayette- 



i-iiie, by carrying w d  discharging deadly weapons: and by 
threats and abuse to~mrda good citizens. 

I t  is believed that most of these tnrbdent persons are armed ; 
:md i t  is thought to be probable, unless prompt and efficient 
:neasures are taken to prewnt it, that disorder and lai~lessness 
ivill increase, and end in bloodshed. 

I t  is unnecessary that I should remind Son that it is your 
cinty to yestore order and preserve the peace in the town of 
Fayetteville. You ~ v i l ibe sustained in every proper step that 
;nay be necessary to this end. -4s Colonel of the County yon 
have a t  your coininand as mally of the Detailed Wlit ia  as you 
may think 1)rol)er to call out  ; and in addition to this, a com-
pany of i.egnlar National troops has I~een stationed in your 
to1~11. I look to you with fldl confidence i11 illis inatter. 
&lre the Zazo a terror to evil-doers, and thns restore order and 
the good name of your tovm. 

Very rcspectfull~, 
TV. W. IIOLDEN. C'- oi*.w c e ~ v  

EXECI'TIVE DEPARTNENT OF N.C. ,  
RALET~;;~, 24, IStiS,0 ~ t .  

SIR: I have received inforn~ntion that there is nincIl law- 
Iessne~s and disorder in the town of Fayetteville. I t  is your 
duty, as slieriff of the County, to execute all precepts to yon 
directed, and gene~ally to preserve the peace. This duty must 
be performed at  all hazards. If yon meet with resi~tance!you 
me coinmanded to use the necessmy force to overcome i t ;  and 



if,after having tried and exhansted the power of the vt-hole 
connty, you find yourself unable to enforce the law and inain- 
tain order, you will notify me at once of the fact, and I xi11 
take the necessary steps to sustain yon. I am determined that 
''life, liberty and property" shall be protected in  the town of 
Fayetteville. Those who may assail either, or resist the la-ivs 
that are over all, mill certainly be brought to condign punish- 
ment. 

Very respectf~~lly, 
W. W. ETOLDEK, Governor. 

[GOT. IIolden to the Yheriti of Bobeson County.] 

STATE OF'NORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVEDEPARTNEXT, 

Raleigh, Kov. 30th, 186S. 

SIR: I have received information that bands of armed men, 
variously disgnised, are breaking the peace, robbing and 
plundering, and causing terror to many of the good citizens of 
Robeson. 

This Ian-lessness must be repressed and the criminals brought 
to justice. The people of Robeson have the right to be secnre 
in their persons, houses and property, and this right will be 
madegood to them by the hole power of the State, if neces- 
sary. 

I t  is especially ;yonr duty to preserve the peace and to pro- 
tect the honest and law-abiding against robberies and violence. 

Yon have at  your disposal, for this purpose, the whole po-rer 
of the County. You are hereby conl~naacled to use this pon-er, 
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prudently and judiciously, but with the utmost determination 
and firmness. If any jnstices of the peace should refuse to co-
operate mith you in  the performance of this duty, report them 
to  me, and they will a t  once be removed. If you need more 
justices to aid you, inform me of i t  and Iwill appoint them. In  
dealing tcith robbers and outlam, such as those referred to, 
do not be embarrassed by technicalities or State or County 
lines ; bnt see to i t  that you act with s~zcb vigilance, grompt- 
ness and vigor as at  once to deliver the good people of Robe-
son from the dsugcr of being thus outraged and p ~ ~ i  in terror 
for their lives. This can be done only by pursuing and cap- 
turing these outlaw, and conGning them, to be tried for their 
crimes. I T e m i . / ~ f l dnot. 

Very ~espectf~zlly, 
W. W. HOLDEK, Governor. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEXT O F  N. C., 
RSLEIGJI,Dec. 2d, 186s. 

SIE : It having been represented to me by a corninittee of 
the citizens of your County that the public peace is being dis- 
turbed, I have deemed i t  proper to issue a proclamation, and 
herewith enclose to you one hundred copies of the same, and 
look to yon for the prompt execution of the order. 

Very respectfnlly, 
W. 'CV. E-IOLDEN, Govemov. 



[I~~structionuto Dctcctircs.] 

EXECUTIVE DEPAETMEXT,  
STATEO F  NORTH CAROLINI, 

Raleigh, April 3, 1869. 

Detec;tives appointed pursuant to  Act of General Assembly, 
authorizing a detective force, ill be goverened by the fullow- 
ing general instructions : 

I. When n felony has been colnmitted, the Detecti-~e em-
ployed shodld find out, as secretly as possible, the criminal, 
and the proof necessary for his conviction, making out a list of 
names of witnesses, with abstract of the evidence each mill 
g m .  

11. When the necessary proof has been obtained, a warrant 
s h o ~ ~ l dbe t a k w  out and put into the hands of the proper 
o%cel. for service. Should this ofticer neglect or refuse to 
serve the warrant, or if the circmnstances will not admit of 
delay, the Detective is authorized to employ sufticient force 
and to inake the arrest. 

111. Detectives have no  potvcr to o / d c r  sheriffs to malie 
arrests. 

IV. Detectives will be employed only so long as their ser- 
vices may be deemed necessary by the Governor. 

V. While on duty, all Detectives will report i n  svriting 
every n ~ d i ,  stating distance travelled, places visited, arrests 
made, expense incurred, and any other information pertinent 
to the duties of their office. 

VI. To aid in settling accounts, Detectives mill furnish 
vouchers for all espenses that are to be charged to the State, 
stating eaah item i n  full. 

YII .  Detectives will not employ assistants, except as herc- 
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inbefore stated, to aid in rrialiiq arrests, unless specially 
authorized by the Governor. 

By direction of Governor Rolden : 
A. MT.FISHER, 

Chiex B. F. 

Sheriff Colgrore, of Jones County, was assassil:ated at S:30 
A. M., to-day, on the pnldic road, near Trenton, by the horse 
thieves, as supposed. 

E. II'LTCBS. 

To 11% E~cEZIC~LC~ :&v. ~ T O ~ , D E N  

I request that yon send o m  coinpang of Militin to Trenton 
immediately, to aid in csecnting 2nd maintaining the law. 
I-Iave written. 

C .  E. THOiJfAS, 
..Tud,qe 3iZ Disi?iat. 



XEWBERX,IS. C., May 31, 1669. 

His ETeceZZency W. 'SV. HOLDEN,Governor qf f lo~thCaroZincc : 

On Saturday last, a t  about S& 07clock, A. M., 0. R. Col-
grove, Sheriff of Jones County, was murdered on the public- 
road, while on his way from his home to Trenton. A colored 
man who was along with him has since died from the effects 
of gun-shot vounds received from the desperadoes who shot 
Sheriff Colgrove. One Ilassel has been brorrglit here and 
lodged in jail, charged with being n principal in the murder, 
No examination has as yet been had. To-night, I am credibly 
informed, the dwellings of some three or fonr citizens of Jones 
and Lenoir have been burned down, and i t  is rumored tllat 
one Eragg, MTIIO was suspected of the murder, and other crimes, 
has been murdered, perhaps in retaliation for Colgrove's mur-
der. There is here sorne esciternent, and gome well-founded 
apprellension of further outrages and retaliation. I have 
telegraphed yon. 

I respectfully suggest, C+ovemor, thnt you would be read^ 
with one or two companies of Detailed Militia, as a rwerve, in 
case of necessity, in addition to one which I telegraphed yon 
sho~zld be sent to Trenton irnmeiliately. 

I hope to be able to confer with 3-ou in a clay or t ~ oafter 
tomorrow, as to the condition of ai-fairs in this section- 
Greene, Lenoir, Joncs a i d  Dnplin, particularly-nnc as to the 
ilnportance of keeping enlployed for n time a proper military 
and detective force. 

I g n 7 e s u mthat Col. Smith, the coxnrnnndsnt of Fort Macon, 
might fnrnish sorne thirty to fiity men, in charge of an ofricer, 
to act as aposse in aid of the civil anthority here cr in Jones ; 
and could yon not communicate v i th  him to this end. I ill 
telegrnph him, also, by way of enquiry, in the morning, if it 
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then appear necessary to do so. Major Dennison, sheriff of 
Craven, with whom I have conferred to-night, will have sum- 
moned to-morrow a small reliable posse to act with him in pre-
serving the peace io case of any unlawfuZ as~embly of men 
here, or breach of the peace ; and I will issue a t  once a bail 
warrant upon his information, or any other procnred or fur-
nished. 

I am not in possession of fac ts  to be able to write very ad- 
visedly, bnt I think I am clear and warranted i11 the opinion 
that yroupt  and eflicient inilitary aid is called for, to lmxent  
further crime and probably insurrection to a considerable es- 
tent. 

Therc is strong and just indignation at tlle foul murders 
perpetrated. Yo  pains, no expense should be spared to bring 
the crirnii~als to jnstice, to trial, and ~ ~ ~ n i s h m c n tupon convic- 
tion. 

1do not thid; that the bad men who do, illcite, or c.J x ~ n s ~  
such moi1strous criines are many in nuluber-perhaps one to two 
hundred. Ibelieve that the majority of men-all good men- 
condcnm the crimes, without respect of lwsoiis ; but I think I. 
h a w  beell much deceived heretofore in regard to the state of 
society in tho counties which I have named. 

I am, very tmly, 
Your obedient servant, 

C. E.THOMAS, 
Judge 3d Disfrict. 

P. S.-I have written in haste and may telegraph dnring 
the day-to-morrow. 

C. R. T. 



[Sheriff Turner to  Gov. I-Iolden.] 

HILLSBOXO',August l2t1i7 1869. 

To  his E%ceZlency, Goy. ITOLDEX: 

SIR: Last Saturday night, between twelve and one o'clock, 
I vas  awakened by some one calling to me in an ordinary tone 
of ~ o i c c .  I aslied who he mas and xvhat he  wanted ? The 
reply was, :'A friend ; 71-e waut to go to the jail.'' I dressed 
niyself and lighted a candle ; -cent to the door and opened it, 
and found a c ro~~rd  of armed men, in disguise, i n  the street 
before rnx house, and pressing np to the door. As soon as I 
appeared, they denianded the Iccys of the jail, ~ i t h  guns and 
pistols presented at  my heacl. I refnsed to do so, vhen they 
seized me and held me fast and cros~ded into my I~OIIS~,  still 
demanding the keys, and threatening that t h y  wonld have 
them. 

N y  son, by this time, awalceved by the noise and screams of 
his mother, and hearing a demand for the keys, caine from his 
room in his night-clothes, with the jail keys in his Iiamds. 
They immediately seized him, hurried hini to the jail, opened 
the doors, seized and carried away two colored men who m r e  
confined on a charge of barn-burning. They left the town in 
a few minutes, and early next izzorning one of the prisoners 
returned to prison unhurt, and the other, sliglitly ~ o n n d e d ,  
mas soon afterwards brought in. 

I collected aposse of white and colored citizens as soon as I 
possibly could, and went in pursuit for twelve miles, when all 
further trace of them disappeared in the woods, and we re- 
turned. 

By  the advice of eminent counsel in the law, I immediately 
laid the facts before Judge Tourgee and asked his instrrretions 
what 1shonld do. I have to-day received his ansver to my 
eoinmnnication. He gives me no practical directions, and I 



have thought the occasion justified my laying the whole matter 
before your Escellency. 

I have heard nothing, so far, calculated to fix suspicion upon 
a particular individual, and my own opinion is that the per- 
petrators of this outrage came from a distance. 

I remain your humble servant, 
JOHK TURNER, Silcr%$ 

[Chv. Holden to Sheriff' Turner.] 

STATE OF 2TORTI-I CAROLINA, 
EXECZTTIVEDEPAIZTMENT, 

August 1Stl1, 1869. 

DEARSIRr Tours of the 12th inst., giving an account of the 
gross outrage and violation of l a v  in forcing the jail of Orange 
Connhy, has been received. 

You deserve commendation, and will please accept my 
thanks for the prompt manner in which yon discharged your 
official duty by pursuing the fugitives. 

I hope you will constantly be on the alert in aiding the 
Solicitor, Judge, and other officers to bring the o f h d e r s  to 
trial and merited pnnishnlent. If, to effect this, military force 
be recjuired, a call upon me will be promptly responded to. 

Very t r d y  yours, 
W. Mr. IIOLDEK, Govew~oi.. 



-5. letter from Lient. A. 1:. '\Vatsu?i, Jones Conntv, st&a, 
Co!. Shepard \\-its assassiiiated yesterday, at Trenton, at his 

A. 31. One or t ~ omill, nt 5 ~ ' ~ l ~ c f i ,  other men were rrrnr-
(4ered nt the same time by a party of five (3) n n k n o ~ n .  The 
zittacking party canle np on the opposite side of the river, and 
aAer shooting, escaped. Watson calls upon me for assistaruce. 
What nwnber shall I take to Jones ! Ead state of aft'airi;. 

E. T. CEBR'T', 
Liez~i.-C~oZ.C'oimzaadi~~gCmvem CYozcnfy. 

J have d f e ~ e da reward of $t:c I ~ l c m h d ;dollar~sfor the ap-
prehension of Col. Shepard's ninrderers. 

Tf :he Sheriff of ,Jones, or ally peace oficer, calls for aid to , 
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enforce the law, hold yourself in readiness to send at once 
twenty-five men under a proper officer to Jones. lieep me 
advised. 

W. H. HOLDEN, Govemzor. 

[Stephen Hardy t o  Gov. Holden.] 

SALI~BUEI-,Aug. 18, 1869. 

The following is a notice of the Mayor of the town for 
charging me mith the burning of said property : 

" If cirounlstances shall come to light strongly pointing to 
the perpetrators of these crimes, I may be unable to guarantee 
to them a trial by the laws of the land." 
1 can prove I have not left home a night since released, and 

they are unwilling to give me a lawful trial, and threaten me 
mith a mob ; and the Mayor gives my friends no e5courage- 
rjlent of protection, and the excitement is high at this time. 
This excitement is all caused by Shaver's friends. The Mayor 
has left this morning, after calling a meeting, and we need 
help immediately, or orders for help. 

Yours truly, 
STEPHEN I-IARDT. 
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[GOT. Holclen to  the Sheriff of Rowan.] 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT O F  N. C., 
RALEIGH,Aug. 18, 1869. 

To the Sherzy of Bowan County, SaZ&isbury : 

Preserve the peace at all hazards. Protect men under arrest 
against mobs. Even if knomn to be guilty, a mob has no right 
to punish. The laws mnst be maintained. 

W. W. HOLDEN, Govsrnor. 

[Gov. Holden to  the Mayor of Salisbury.] 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT O F  N. C., 
RALEIGH,Bug. 18,1869. 

To the Mayor of 8uZisbzcry : 

Preserve the peace at all hazards. Protect men under ar-
reat mobs. Even if known to be guilty, a mob has na 
right to punish. The l a m  must be maintained. 

W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPAETXEST OF N. C., 
RILEIGI:, Aug. 1%1889. 

DALLAS,C+ASTOX COUNTY,N. C., 
Sept. 13th, 1869. 

Vis Ezcolbr~c'yGov. W. W. HOLDEN: 

DEARSIR: Your letter of the 10th inst. is to hand, together 
with a letter addressed to you from the I-Iigh Shoals, in this 
County, concerning outrages committed upon some freedmen. 
I must state that the High Shoals letter was moderate in its 
statements. I t  :might have mentioned other outrages, com- 
mitted the same night, and several of a similar character com- 
mitted a short time before in this County. The  I-Iigh Shoals 
letter also states that the parties are afraid to depend on the 
civil authority for protection. To this I can only say that 
three men have been arrested, and two of them bound over t o  
the r~elit Superior Court, to answer the charges as stated in 



the High Shoals letter, they being all that could be identified 
by any evidence vhatever. 

I do not think that the parties, or any person, should have 
any fear as to the law being executed in  Gaston Couuty, as I 
have had no cli%culty yet. The greatest difficulty that I can 
see is to get evidence against the violators of the lav, sufficient 
t o  punish them. You state that I must use all the power at 
my command to execute tlie law, and if that is not sufficient 
that you will assist me to the estent of the law. For  this I " 

feel under many obligations to you, and, sir, you may re& 
assnred that the law will be executed in Gaston County, and 
all violators of i t  brought to justice. 

I am, sir, 
Tonr most hnunble and ob't servant, 

GEORGE W. BIcICEE, SiL&$'. 

[GOY. IIoldcn t o  Gcn. To~ry.1 

STATE OF i"u'0ETI-l CAEOLINA, 
EXECUTIVEDEFAIZTMEXT, 

Ealcigli, Kov. 5th, 1869. 

GEN.A. H. TERET,Atlanta, Ga. ; 

SIR: Allo~vme to enquire h o v  soon tlie conipany of troops 
will be sent to Chapel TIill ? They are needed. I do not; 
wish to send colored militia, and onr xnilitia law is so defective 
that I cannot get white militia as promptly as needed. 

W. IV. IIOLDEN, Govenzor. 
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[Gen. Terry t o  Governor Flolclen.] 

I-IESDQ'RS DEP'T OF T H E  SOIJTII, 
ATLANTA,Ga., Nov. jth, 1869. 

Orders for Capt. Ritter's conlpang to go to Chapel IIill were 
sent Xovember (October ?)29th. I will telegraph him to  m e  
a11 dispatch. 

(Signed) ALFRED 11.TERRY, 
Brevet IMjor GenemZ C;?v~nzandi.1~/. 

! 

Official copy respectfdly furnished by mail. 
5. 1%.TAYLOR, 

Assistant Adjzstnnf Gencmlr. 

STATE O F  BOIZTII CAROLINA, 
EXECUTITEDEPARTMEZU'T, 

Ealeigh, Dec. Qd, 1SG9.  

SIR: On the night of the 2tith of last ulonth, Alonzo I). 
Corliss, a teacher of a colored school at Company Shops, Ala-
inance county, in this State xas  seized by :I band ofmen, in 
disguise and armed, drsggecl from his ]lome and cnlelly beaten 



and scow&. I Ie  was theu ordered to leave the State within 
ten days. I ]lave the 1io:lor ~.espectf~dlyto request that you 
send a file of men to Cotxyany S h o p  to protect 31r. Corliss in  
his lawful bnsiness, and to prevent Iiim fro111 being driven 
from his home by violence. 

Very Respectf~dly, 
TIT. TV. HOLDEX, Governoi~. 

STATE OF NOIiTH CAROLINA, 
ESICCUTIVEBEFARTBIENT, 

Xdeig!~, Dec. 3d, 186'3. 

SIX: On the night of tlie %th of last month, A. E. Corlis~, 
a peaceable eitizcn, a teacher of a colored school at Company 
Shops, Alarnarice county, in this State, was seized aud dragged 
from his house by a band of men, disgnised and arn~ed,  and 
cruelly bcaten and scourged. H e  m s  the11 told he vould not 
be allowed to teach negroes, and was ordered to le:l~e the State 
within ten days. I have cczlled on Maj. Wo~t l i ,  in command 
of the post here, and he has ~womptly ordered a file cd~nen t o  
Coinpang Shops to protect Xr.  Corlise. I trust this ~ j ! l  ~ n e e t  
your approval. The Inen will act solely on the defensive, in 
snbordination to the civil Iav. I have no idea that they will 
1)e assailed or that 1411.. Corliss will be molcstecl in his home or 
schoul wliile the men are at Compariy Shops. I n  addition t o  
this, the Fcdcral soldiers in the locality ~eferi-ed to will have 
a guod eflcct for pe:m nncl order. 
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The Legislature has not yet passed a proper militia lav,  and 
I am therefore unable to extend that protection to injured cit- 
izens in  certain localities t o  d k h  t h e j  are entitled. I am 
gratified to state, hos~erer, that a better state of feeling is 
beginning to imnifest itsdf in the State, and I trust the day is 
not distant hen these ontrages will cease. The presence of 
the troo1)s at Chapel Hill has had a fine efi'ect. 

I Lace the honor to be, 
With high respect, 

Yonr obedient servant, 
IT.IT.HOLDEN, Govrniizo~. 

GESTLEMEN:A110v me respectfully and ertmestly to call 
your attention to the necessity ~ ~ h i c h  exists for such arncncl- 
inents to the militia lan- as vi l l  enable the Esecutive to repress 
violence ar:d disorder in certnin locnlities in this State, m(l to  
protect the persons of citizens, their lives and their p~operty. 

Since my last annual messqe, dated Novernbcr 16th, 1869, 
numerous ontrages of the most flagrant character have been 
committed npon peaceable and law-abiding citizens, by persons 
mas1;ed and armed, ~r-110 ride at  night, and who have thus far 
escaped the civil Ian-. I have adopted such maasures as n-ere 
in  1137 po'irer to ferret out and bring to justice all breakers of 
the law, withont reference to their color or to the political 
party or parties to vhich they belong ; and I am satisfied the 



Jrrilges and Solicitors in the 7-arisns circuits have been prompt, 
energetic: and impartial in the diac::ai..g? of their dztics. Not-
vithstanding this, gent!eii~t.n, the outrages referred to seem to 
l x  rather on the increnee in ecrhin iocalities, insoiuuch that 
many good citizens are in 2, con;t>nt state of terra:', and 
society, in said localities, is in ,z clcplorable conditim. I t  is 
for your honorable l~ocly to apply tlic remedy, by eo stlength-
elling the nrnl of the Executive ns to enable liix to  repress 
these ontrages and restore peace mil order. 1h c e  conficience 
in your ~&d.on:, i n  Sour regard for law, and in :he disposition 
which I feel sure exists in every nlemher of Four honorable 
body to adopt snch measnrea as d l  speedi!y put an eacl to the 
evils complaineci of. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
With great respect, 

Pour  obedient; servmlt, 
W. TV. EIOLDEX, Gozt~~zo,~. 

STATE OF NORTII CAROLINA, 
ESEOUTIVEDEPAETXEXT, 

Iialeigh, Jan.  31st, 1570. 

SIR: A letter has been received at this Department giving 
an account of ontrages recently committed in Chatham County 
q o n  inoffensive citizens, by disguised men. This letter is 
dated Egypt Depot," and is signed '(Gulf Township.'' I t  
may be that the facts alleged are true, and that the writer was 
afraid to sign his name ; or i t  may, be that the facts stated 
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Im-e no foxiclation. I t  is statecl that on Friday night, the 
3 h t  illat., J a ~ n e s  NcIntis, an aged colored crippled man, Tas 
badiy \rhipj ~ d ,robbed, xncl his house burnt ; tliat E u r ~ e l Z  
Darks, an O!L~ colored n:an, a ~ i d  a member of the Captist 
Church, ~ 3 s  also beaten ; that Willis Foshee, an old man, was 
badly whipped; that Charles Tjson TTas robbed and one of 
his soils whipped ; that the fainily of J. J. Goldston was 
tlireatened and insnlted ; and that a church and school honse, 
recently erected by colored people, Tvas bnrnt to ashes. It is 
alleged that these acts of violence n-erc comnittcd in G d f  
Township. 

I f  these things are SO, tliey \rill be deplored and r e p l ~ a t e d  
by emry good citizen of Chathani. I t  is of the first impor- 
tance to every ~ileinbcr of society that la\xi aacl order slionlil be 
maintained. If the l a y  is riolated, let tlie gniltg party in 
eve1.y case be arrested, held, indicted, and tried and conricted. 
Thew is no safety to a131 if any portion of the people take the 
l a ~ riuio their on.11 haiids. 

I trzst - ~ o u  vil! at once give your attention to this matter 
and make diligent inquiry in p m o n  or by clcputy into the 
fhcts. I t  is not ~ n y  wish to resort to extreme measwcs. I am 
most ansions to continue to rely upon tllc civil lav ,  and in 
this I am, to a g e n t  estent, necessarily dependent on tlie 
Sheriffs of the Connties. I believe illy confidence in you is 
not misplaced, but that you n-ill aid me .t~itll  the power of the 
County in protecting the ~ e a k  against the strong, ni~d in  
maintaining law, o d e r  nsd peace in the Connty of Chathsm. 

tTery respectfi~lly, 
TIT. T%T. ITOLDEN, L'ovemi07~. 



PITT~BOEO', Feb. MI, lS70.X. @., 

NPDEARSIR : Tours of the 31st January is just to hand 
to-day. I have been in the eastern part of the county fix the 
last ten days, is the cause of my not getting i t  sooner. 1TT-as 
very much surprised to hear of the outrages that had been 
colnnlitted in the Gulf To~vnship. I liave sent to r n j  deputy 
in that Township to see into the case and report to me soon as 
he could. I don't think tllc good citizens of the Township and 
of the county endorse any snch condnct. They are opposed to 
all such doings, and if they had no other means they would 
report them to me and heIp me to arrest them, and if I k n m ~  
who they were I would have them arrested. Capt. Rnmsej- 
will see after all s~zch cases and 1hope will do good. T don't 
think all the outrages that are done in hath ham, are done by 
the citizens of Chatliam ; i t  is done by parties from adjoining 
counties. There is no case of such outrages co~nmitted in the 
-of the county. There is one on the out-edge of the 
county. 

Governor, I have heard that i t  had been reported to you 
that I belonged to the I h  Klns. The man who told yon that 
told you a barefaced lie. I don't belong to any klan of any kind. 
I belong to the Nasonic Order, and tliat is all the secret order 
that I know anything about. I hope you will be kind enough 
to  give me the man's name tliat told you that I belonged to 
that Idan. I will hold him responsible for a falsehood and I 
will tell him of i t  on sight. I don't think that you can find a 
reliable man i n  the county that will say that he thinks I be-
long to them. I think you know me too well to think such a 
thing of me. I have told the people to let the civil law take 
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its conree on pcrsons that violated the Ian.. A large majority 
of the people of Chathain are lar-abiding, and if it is needed 
they mill help to have i t  done. I am not afraid to go in any 
part of the conaty to esemte a:lr paper that may come into 
my haads as an ofiicer, 011 n-hite or blzck. 

Very respectfully, 
G. 5.  WILLIAMS. 

[(hv.  I-lolclcn t o  t he  Sheriff of Dnvic Connty.] 

STATE OF NORTEI CAROLINA, 
ESECUTITEDEPABTMEXT, 

Raleigh, Feb. 3d, 1870. 

SIR: I have received information that some colored persons 
in yonr County hstve been maltreated by persons armed and 
disg~~ised,and that the schools for colored children haye been 
threatened. This informntion is not in detail, but general, 
and i t  is from the Counties of Iredell and Rowan as well as  
yoLlr osv11. 

Permit me to urge yon in the most earnest terlns to investi- 
gate these t h i n ~ s ,  and to spare no effort to maintain law and 
order i11 your County. I an1 anxious that the civil law shall 
continne to prevail ; that the weak may be protected against 
the strong, and justice done to all. I am averse ta. the employ- 



meat of military force, and do not wish to be compeiled to re-
sort to it. 

I shonlcl be glad to hear from yon. 
Very respectfhlly, 

ITT. T. EOLDEN, Goventoz. 

Copies of the nbove \verse sent to the Sheriffs of Rox-an and 
Iredell. 

[Dr. Pricle Jones to Governor Ilolilen.] 

SIR: 011 the 3d inst., I lincl a long conversation tt-ith Mr. 
John W. Norwood in reference to an interview that he has 
recently had with yonr Escellency. H e  urged me to accept 
of a commission from you, i'or the purpose of attempting'to 
disband the secret organization in this County, Imom-n as '( Iia 
Iilux," and restoring the laws to their supremacy. 

This is a consummation heartily to be desired by all good 
citizens ; and though ixore averse than ever to any position in 
the service of the public, I feel constrained, by a sense of dnty, 
to give my best exertions, however feeble they may be, in  
aiding the restoration of peace and order, and, shonld yon 
deem me qualifkd for the position, I will accept of it. 

I feel certain that in this Connty I can fnrther your views, 
and believe that if my comnlission is extended to Alarnance I 
can exercise a, considerable influence there also. 

But if, as is ramored here to-dny, yonr Escellency has, in 
obedience to the dictates of gonr duty, ordered troops to that 
County, you must pardon me for saying that I look with appre-
hension to the result; and my candid opinion is that the KU 
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K l u s  '' cannot be put dovn by force x-ithout a dreadful amount 
of bloodshed and crime, and that the wise course adopted by 
you in Chatham would be much more eiiectnal here also. If 
troops have gone there, of course they cannot be recalled a t  
once ; bnt I consider i t  of ~ i t a l  importance, should you consider 
i t  espedient to estencl my commission to that Connty, for yon 
to give me some anthority in the premises, and enable me to 
say that upon such and such things being done, that yon will 
recall the troops. 

I wonld f~irtlier suggest that your instructions upon the snb- 
ject of oblivion and pardon of the past be explicit and clear, 
or my labors n a y  be unavailing. 

I t  may be proper to ndcl that I am not a member of the 
'' I i u  I i lus  " or any other secret political organization vhat-  
ever. 

Very respectf~~lly, 
Tour obedient servant, 

P R I D E  JOKES. 

lTis Excellency, TIT. W. HOLDEN,Raleigh. 

SIR: The undersigned, citizens of Orange County, respect- 
fully recommend Dr. Pride Jones, of ~Iillsboro~zgh, as s snita-
ble person to receive a Captain's Commission for Orange County. 
We believe his appointment would give entire satisfaction to 



our citizens, and worrld go fhr ton-ards estabiisliing, on a firm 
basis, goocl order throngllont the County. 

T'ery respectfdlg, 
(Signed,) J. W. NOETVOOD, 

GEO. LAWS, 
JANES WEBB, 
IIENBP I<. NASH, 
HENEY N. BROWK, 
0. I I001UE.  

STATE O F  KORTII CASZOLINA, 
EXRCUTIJ-EDEPAXTJIENT, 

Raleigh, N~rc11?th, IS70. 

SIR: Please 6nd enclosed a Captain's coinnlission in the 
45th Regiment Orange Militia. Ton will observe by the 
papers that I hare 1 w p  constrained to declare the Connty of 
Alamance in a state of insurrection. I l i a r e  done this v i th  
reluctance and regret. Tlie civil law is silent and po~~er less  
in that County. Mnny of the people of the Connty feel that 
they are entirely insecurc in their persons and property, and 
their only hope is in such protection as the military can afford 
them. Federal troops, cornmnnded by discreet officers, mill 
be employed. The innocent am1 the law-abiding d l  be in no 
danger ; but i t  is inclispewable to bring the guilty to punish-. 
ment. I concur v i t h  you, that the Klnn of K n  Kln r  is very 
formidable and war-like, but I fear i t  mill grow with indnl- 
gence, and that if vigorous lnensnres be postponed i t  vi l l  ulti- 



mately occasion inn& cisii strife nnd blooilshed. I alil most 
snsions so pxserve Orange, Chatham and other Conntles snr- 
ronndiag Ala1llance froill the infection of insnrrection in the 
latter Co~znty. Capt. Ea:usey is doing a good nark in Chat-
ha~n. The civil ofiicers of  the County of Orange a1.e the friends 
of lam and order mil nre performing their dnty like patriots. 
I wish J-OK;, sir, to tnke ccmmand in Orange. I believe yon 
can thns perfom efficient m i valuable serrice far your State. 

If yon sbonid acecpt this position, I shonid rely in a great 
degree upon your lirrnness, modemtion and discretion, and 
therefore, at present, give no special instrnctions as to the 
manner in v1Gch yon will clischsrge your dnty. Pour  pay, 
while 011 duty, v i l l  be that of a Captain in the Regnlar army 
of the United Ststcs. I m n l d  be glad to hear from yon at an 
early day. 

Very ~especthl!p, 
1%". W. IIOLDES, G ~ u e m o i l .  

Sm: Your favor of the 7th instant reaclxed tuc this morning 
with aeconlpauging documeuts. 

I accept the commission aud have already co~mlenced the 
discharge of its duties. On yester6ay I melit eight miles in 
the country, believing that there was no time to be lost if my 
coinnlissio~l was to result beneficially, and was much gratified 
to find the parties appealed [to] earnestly responding to my 
wishes. 



From the facts stated to me by Alir. E'or-rood, I represented 
that the past would be orerlooked, proridecl there \-as a clis- 
banding of the Mans and no further infraction of the l a m ;  
and I sincerely hope that your Excellency, in your special in- 
stmctions, for sdiich I respectf~dly ask at  your earliest conre- 
nience, will sustain me in the position assnmed ; for ~ i t h  snch 
instructions I feel perfectly assnred that I can restore the laws 
to their just snpremacy, and this I take to be at  this time the 
main object of my commission. 

I am, sir, 
Very respectfnllg, 

Tour ob't servant, 
PRIDE JONES. 

N. C.-.I omitted to suggest that if the "Lenguers " were 
embraced in my instructions i t  vonld facilitate nlatters very 
material1y. 

P. J. 

SIR:-Yours of the 9th was duly received, and would have 
been answered sooner bnt for the pressure of other business. 

I am gratified at yonr acceptance of the commission, and 
trust that your ofl'orts d l  result beneficially to society. 

I t  will readily occnr to yon that as the Executive I hare no 
power to proclaim amnesty. The Solicitor may enter a noZ 

p o s . ;  or he may not, and the Judge may then sentence, and 
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then the power of coinivutation or pzrdou. is with the Exccu- 
ti7-e. I am ready to do all that I can under the Constitution 
and l a m  to compose troubles. I t  is not 1 1 1 ~purpose to persc- 
cute or to take vengeance on any. What we want is submis- 
sion to the laws, and peace in all the neighborhoods in the 
County. Prtblic opiilion can eRect this more certainly and on 
a more permanent basis than the nhisters  of the law can, 
under present circnmstances. I t  is an important part of the 
dut-y assigned yon to crnbody and direct this public opinion. 
I n  doing this, much must be necessarily left to your own dis- 
cretion. You are thoronghly acqnainted with the people of 
the County. Yon know their pecnliar sentiments, their 
habits and their inodes of thought. Their* prejudices, even, 
should be respected. 

But  the object of all this is to restore peace and good order. 
Every citizen, no matter of what color or how poor or hum-

ble, has a right to labor for a living without being ~nolested ; 
to express his political opinions without let or I~indrance ; and 
to be absolutely at peace in his own house. Every citizen has 
a right to attach liimsclf to a secret political ol*ganization ;and 
these organizations are harniless, so I m g  at; they respect the 
rights of person and property. But, though lawful, they arc 
not expedient. The time has passed when they were even 
expedient. They can cff'eut no special good at  present, but 
they may l-re the cloak or tlie occasion for mischief. Especially 
arc they so when the ~neinbers disguise themselves, and take 
arms and ride tlirough neighborhoods breaking the peace and 
terrifying the inhabitants. YOU will, therefore, inildly but 
firmly discountenance and discourage all sscret political organ- 
izations, and especially those that put on disguises and carry 
arms. I t  is a nlisderneanor to go thus disguised with inteut 
to terrify, tznd i t  is felony illus to collinlit any act of' violence. 

The authority with ~11icliyou are invested is to be exercised 
in strict snbordination to the civil power. 

I take i t  for granted the Sherift' of Orange can execute any 
process that limy be placed in his hands. But, if resisted, you 



are authorized to take men to his aid as a yosm co~lzitutt~sto 
ensure the arrest of criminals. And if criminals enter Orange 
from Alalnance they shonlcl be arrested and held for trial. 

ZTorlr attention is directed to the acts published in the 
Standard, Sent ;?~cZand I;'ecode7er, immediately after my proc- 
larnation of the 'Tth March. Also to the "Act making the act 
of going maslied, disguised or painted a, felony," laws of 
1S6S-'69, chaptell 261, page 613. 

I x-odd be glad to hear fro111 yon frequently as to the pro- 
gress you are ~naking i n  lmintaining law a11d order in  Orange. 

'Very respectfully, 
W. TT. HOLDEN, Go~emoi.. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF N. C., 
RALEIC;H,nfarch 10t11, 1870. 

SIR: I have felt it to be nly duty to declare the Connty c 
;ilanlance, in this State, in a state of insurrection. 

The copy of my proclan~ation, herewith enclosed, of dat 
March ?th, 1870, colitains some of the reasons for this step. 

There esists in this State a secret, oath-bonnd, armed orgar 
iaation, which is liostile to the State gover~linent and to t11 
,voverr:ment of the United Stntes. 13a11cls of these armed me 
ride at night throngh various ~~cigl~borl~c~ocls, whipping an 
lnnltreating peaceablecitizens, hanging some, burning chnrclze 
tind breaking np schools whicli have been establislied for tl 
t:olored people. These outrages are almost invariably cox1 
witted on persons, white and colo~wl, who are lnost devoted . 
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t eir feelings and conduct to the go\-ernment of the United 
States. 

I cannot rely upon the Xilitia to repress these ontrages, for 
the reason that, in the localities in which these outrages occur, 
white militia of the proper character cannot; be obtained, and 
i t  would but aggravate the evil to emplg colored militia. Be-
sides, the expense of calling out the militia mould be greater 
than our people conld well bear in their present impoverished 
condition. Federal troops inspire terror among evil-doers, and 
they have the confidence and respect of a majority of our 
people. We, therefore, look to and rely on the Federal gov- 
ernment to aid us in repressing these ontrages, and in restoring 
peace and good order. 

If Congress would authorize the suspension, by the Presi- 
dent, of the writ of hn6eas coqxcs in certain localities, and if 
criminals conld be arrested aud tried before military tribunals, 
and shot, we should soon have peace and order throughont all 
this country. The remedy would be a sharp and a bloody one, 
but i t  is as indispensable as was the suppression of the rebellion. 

I trust, sir, that you will issue to the Corninanding General 
of this department as stririgent orders in this matter as the 
present law will allow. The Corn~llancling General has been 
prompt to respond, to the extent of the pover which he has, 
but I fear this power -rill not be adequate to effect the desired 
result. 

I have thc honor to enclose a copy of the State law under 
which my proclamation was issued ; also, :LpamyIilet contain- 
ing the testimony of witnesses irt the prcliminnry e ~ ~ r n i ~ a t i o ~ l  
of the Lenoir County prisoners, which ~vil l  afford some idea of 
the Ku Klus  lilan. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Tour obedient servant, 

W. W. EOLDEK, Governor. 



[Gov. IIu!.ie:l t o  Senators and Rcpreaentntivas in Congress.] 

STATE OF X i f R T R  CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIT-EDEPARTXENT, 

Raleigh, Naroh 14,1S7(?. 

GEXTLEXEN9have been compelled to dec la~e  the C o ~ n t y  
of Xlamance in a state of insurrection. I have called on the 
President for aid. But he is restricted by the right of the 
writ of ha6eas coqms. W e  want military tribnnals, by vbieh 
assassins and murderers c m  be s~zmmarily tried and shot ; but 
me cannot have thess trilsrxnls unless the President is anthoy- 
ized to suspend the h a & mc o ~ y z uin certain localities. Please 
aicl in conferring this power on the President, as the o n 1 ~  
eBectua1 nmode of protecting life and property in  ,Ilnniance 
and other localities in this State. 

Very respectfully, 
W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 

STATE OF NORTI-I CAROLIVA, 
EXEOGTIVEDEPARTMENNT, 

Raleigh, Narch l? th ,  ISSI?. 

What is being done to protect good citizeus in Alan~auce 
Connty '3 We have Federal troops but we u-ant power to act. 

4 



Is  i t  possible the government ~ ~ i l !  abandon its loyal people tc 
be -ivhippecl and hanged ? The habeccs c o r p s  should he at 
~mcesuspended. V i l l  rite yon to-morrow. 

TV. W. IIOLDES, Goz.emw. 

Sii<: Tour letter of the 30th inst., has hccn rccei~eci. KO 
;xtition, asking for troops to be sext to Eobeson comity, ~ I R R  

- yet 1,een 1-eceivcd a t  this Depw",uent. A snflicient force 
it-oulci recLuire an enormous espccditurc, amounting to one 
!lrmilred dollars pkr clay. 

It is m y  earnest desire that the sheriff and otller civil ofiiicers 
.;210171d 11se all the force at their command, .to keep the peace. 
and that only in  the last estremity I may be callec! upon for 
military interference. 

Very respectf~~lly, 
W. W. IIOLI)EK, Nozromnr. 



ESECUTIT-E DEPARTUEXT,  
STATEO F  NORTH CAEOL&'A, 

Raleigh, April 32~1,1SITO. 

Dear fiizx ;-I have reports li.om Casl~ell of acts of violenct. 
eo~mnittedon both ~ r h i t e  aud colored persons. Not 011lj- are 
personal rights and propert;: t,, so!n!: extent endangered, but  
the good aame of the Connty 111s; be s e ~ i ~ ~ u s l j .injnred. 
IaPl)eal to oil and other ge:ltiemen oi' chnractcr and stan2-

irle.- t o  interpose and arrest t i m e  siol:ltio~lsof law. 
1nrould be glad if $011 v o d d  visit and consd$ ~ i t hDr. 

Eoan and others on the snhject. 
I t  is important to check these acts of violence at  once, and 

before the escitetnent of Ilie catnpaigil begins. 
I ~ ~ o n l c ll x  glad to hear from you on tile subject. 

Very trnljr ,T-oni.s, 
TI". TIT. HC)LDEPVT, G'ove,mo,,. 

MILTON,l?ur. C., May 16th, 1870. 

i l)ea;r Siir :-I received some time since yours of the 22d ul t., 
which yon did me the honor to address me in reference to 



52 DOCLXENTNO. 1. [Session 

"acts of violence committed on both white and colored per- 
sons," &., in this County. 

I have delayed an answer until I could communicate per- 
sonally with gentlemen from other portions of the Connty re- 
mote from me. I live, perhaps as you are aware, in the es-
treme Northern part-have been closely confined at home 
during the past h e l v e  months and do not feel competent to 
speak confidently of the state of aff'airs in other portions of 
the County. 

As  for my own section-the Korthern part-I can unhesita- 
tingly affirm of my own laowledge that the utmost good order, 
respect for law, and safety for person and property prevail. 

There have been two-and but two-outrages on persons ; 
and in these two cases no political questions, nor cpestions oi 
race or color, were involved. I n  tlie one the act of violence 
xas  co~rimitted on a white person and originated in a family 
scandal. In  the other the victim was a colored man and the 
offence theft, the cor~usdeZicti being found in his house. This 
negro was of. bad character, resided immediately on the Vir- 
ginia line, and evaded process of law by taking himself. across 
tlie State line. 

These t-wo acts of violence were promptly denounced by our 
people. I did not hear a voice raised in excuse or palintion. 
So pronounced and outspoken was public opinion in condem- 
nation of these ontrages that no repetition of them need LC 
apprehended. 

With t h e  t ~ o  exceptions I think I can truthfully say that 
in the past twelve ~nonths as few offences against tlie criminal 
law, or against the peace and security of society, of which the 
grand jury conlcl take cognizance, have occurred here as in any 
other portion of the country North or Soutli. 

I t  is bnt simple justice to them to say that I have never seen 
a people who have set themselves to work to repair their shat- 
tered fortunes and build up their waste places with more spirit 
and rewlutiou than have these. I have riever known a time 
when politics, State or National, engrossed so little of their 



attention, and I can venture to affirm that in  no other portion 
of the:State does a better feeling prevail between the races 
than in this portion of Caswell County. 

I attribute thisfstate of affairs vanidy to our contiguity to 
the State of Virginia, where wiser and better connsels have 
prerailed than'cin North Garolina, and partly to the fact that 
or:r:staple crop-Tobacco-is conlrnanding high prices. O m  
people find it more profitable to devote thenlselres to their 
prirate thanfto their public affairs. 

AS I have already intimated I do not feel qnalified to speak 
nc understandingly of other portions of the County. I hare 
heard that In the part bordering on Alamance, and in the 
parts having basincss and social relations ~ i t h  Tanceyville, 
tIre same perfect quiet and order does liot prevail. I suppose 
theiiufection dihieh is said to prevail in the aforementioned 
County has spread across the line ; and, as you know, rather 
extreme politicd opinions prevail about Panceyville. 

I n  an adjoining Township I have heard of several outrages 
and acts of violence perpetrated on black and whites by per- 
sons is disguise ; and these in return have been ruthlessly re-
veuged by acts of incendiarism on i?mocnz-tparties. 

1 have recently seen several gentlemen from that Township, 
and they apprehended fi~rther trouble if more moderate coun- 
selis do not prevail on both sides. These gentlemen, as well as 
others, are using their influence to stay and quiet all extremes, 
and I hope and trust with good results. 

I think there is a general feeling among all reflecting men 
and those ~ v h o  have anything to lose, that this system of vio- 
lence and lawlessness on both sides must be checkecl-other- 
wise not only will the good name of the connty be "seriously 
injured " as you suggest, but the interests of all good citizens 
and  the ver.y welfare of society jeopardized. 

1do not feel, in closing this letter, that I should be dis- 
charging my full duty to the people of this county, and to 
yourself, Governor, withont liazarding an observation or two, 
which, if received in the satne frank spirit as they are offered, 
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may have a tendency to restore a better state of feeling in the  
county. 

I t  is an unfortunate circnmtance for the welfare of the 
county, as ell as for the interest of your party, that the re- 
cognized esponent of the Repultlican party in the county, 
should be a person of the a?? of the tecedents and surr.ou?.~dinys 
nlernber x h o  represents the county in the State Senate. 

I do not think there would have been any violent antagon- 
is111 b e t ~ ~ e e n  respectable portion of the white people of the a 
county and a Zi6eraZ Repnblicanism, but for the misrepresen- 
tation of Republicanism. Xut the good people of Caswell can- 
not be expected to affiliate with a party whose recognize4 
standard bearer sustains snch a character at  home, as does the 
individual alluded to. 

I think I do yon but justice when I say that you cannot sus- 
pect me of any s@dL v i e r  in the observation just made. 

I would take the liberty u f  suggesting togon, Governor, that  
yon should pnrsne towsrda this county a siniilnr course to the 
one that you adopted with good resnlts i11 Orange. That yo12 
q p o i n t  some liberal? intelligent, moderate gerztlenztm of char- 
ncter in this County as Columissioner, with wlioln you codd 
~dvise ,and whose interests ~rotdcl not be pronioted by a mis- 
representation of the trne state of affairs here. 

There are a nu~nber of snch, whose names I could rnentiors 
to you, who are entitled to your confidence, and whose simple 
appointment, (as did Col. Jones, of Orange) wonld indieate to 
our people a liberal and conciliatory policy on the part of the 
Executive of the State. 

There are a number of such geatlenlen in and around Pan- 
ceyville. I would suggest for one the name of Win. B. Bowe, 
Esq., who for a time held position in the Freedman's Bureau 
in the County, with great acceptance to our people. 

But i t  is time I n-as Bringing this hurried letter, alreadyv 
longer than I intended, to a close. Ihave written yon frankly, 
honestly, with no personal ends to aubaertrcz apaxt &om the 
welfare of freinds and neighbors. 
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If this spirit and these 7-iews meet your approbation, I shall 
be gratified. 

I am, ~ - 4 t hrespect, your ob't servant, 
T. A. DONOHO. 

[Capt. Ilniiiscy to  Governor EIolden.] 

I -Ta~woo~ ,N. C., 3Iay 4, 1870. 

DEARSIX: Sollie ~~ec!: ago I received a letter stating that 
iherc was a certain man in this conlinnnity who had bee11 ad- 
vising negroes to burn houses, barxs, &., whenex-er t h c ~  iveri-. 
interi'ered wit11 by any parties in disgnise. 

I n  consccluence of this ndricc, (inmy opinion) John .Eoylnn':, 
bnrn ivas burned and also George Pegram's, in the edge of 
I'larnett county. Since 1115' arrival here to-day, I have fbnnc? 
evidence to snbstautinte !he statelneat made in the letter rlln- 
ded to above. 

'cTvio -wrongs cannot mnlx a right," aud s-i~ch advicz to 112-

grow and bad white inen, in these troublous tiims, wil! 1wow 
ruinous to us d e s s  put a stop to instcmter. 

Please advise iuc what to do. I am trying to do all tlw 
good I can, and will contiuue to do so. 

Ifyou order the arrest of this man, he and the witnesseb 
shall be brought to Raleigh or anywhere else. I don%I m x -
whether i t  would be best to bring his case before the grand 
jury at  onr nest court or have an earlier investigation. 

Please write me by Gaturday's mail. Address me at Pitts- 
boro'. 

Yours very truly, 
N. A. RAMSEY. 
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B 

STATE OF NOETH CAIZOLIKA, 
EXECCTIT-EDEPAETXEXT, 

Raleigh, JIay 'ith, 1S'iC). 

DEARSIB: T o w  letter of the 4th irlstant has been rewired. 
The retaliatory octrcge; mentiolled are greatly to be de-

1;~ioreLi. AZJ violations shcrdd be remedied through the proper 
r'egzl tribunals, and either laid before the grand jury, or before 
sou:e jndge, for bench warrants. 

netallation for I-ioience greatly aggravates the evil, and is 
c:xlcnlated to increase into real strife, prodnce clistr~~stn~nong 
nei:,r!~lsors, and lead to bloodshed. All good citizens should 
imite to eni'o;.ce tile l a m .  In  this case, as in a11 others, the 
yroper resort is to the grand jury or the judge of the district, 
and yon s ~ ~ o ~ l d  obtain all the eviclence you car, in the case. 

Very respectfully! 
W. W. liLOLI)E;1\1, Govcmo~. 

[Conxnittee of Eight Citizens of Lincoln County to Gov. Hold~:~.] 

LINCOLXTON,N. C., Mag l l t h ,  1870. 

At a meeting of colored citizens, convened on the 11th inst., 
lin Lincolnton, to take steps to prevent the continuance of the 
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perpetration of atrocious outrages that are nightly committed 
by the Ku Klnx in the vicinity of Lincolnton, the undersigned 
Tcre appointed a committee to inform your Excellency of the 
incessant ontrages the colored people are being subjected to. 
Since the end of March last, sixteen (16) cases of acts of vio- 
lence have been perpetrated upon nnoffending, defenceless 
colored men, women and children-acts consisting of whipping, 
shooting, robbing, and other brutal treatment. I n  some cases, 
aged n70mcn are hipped ; in others, young girls ; i n  sonie 
instances, men have received tllrec hundred (300) lashes ; in 
some cases they hare received serions n-ounds from shots, when 
making no resistance. Others hare been robbed of their 
money ; others diven from their homes, cG-c.,-all of which can 
be irrefragibly %ttested. lJnder this condition of things, the 
colored citizens of Linco1nto:l and snrrounding country deem 
it expedient to appeal to yonr Esceliency to interfere for the 
protection of onr l i ~ e s  and property. The condition of things 
thus visited upon 11s we can only account for on political 
grounds. All of' mllicli we rcspectf~~llysubmit, and r e  shall 
ever pray. 

W e  wonld most respectf~~lly request, for our safety, that our 
names be withheld from the pnblic. 

(Signed by eight citizens!) 
Committee. 

[Go~ernor I-Iolden's reply.] 

STATE OF KORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVEDEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh, May 17th, 1870. 

GENTLEMEN:-Pour comnlunication of the 11th inst. has 
been received. I regret very much to hear of the outrages 
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committed in Lincoln County, and will do all in my power ,to 
have them suppressed. 

your names mill not be made public. 
Very respectfully, 

W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 

[Gov. EIulden to Solicitor Bynum.] 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVEDEPAXTNENT, 

Raleigh, Nay  I?th, 1S'iO. 

MY DEARSIX: 9: have received a cowmnnication signcd 
by -(here follow the names of the signers)-colored citizens 
of Lincoln Connty, complaining of numerons outrages com-
rnitted upon thern and others by the I h  Klns  organization. 

I t  is my desire that yon will use dl efforts to ferret out and 
bring these oflenders to justice ; and in doing so yon will iileet 
with my co-operation to the extent of the law. It is the desire 
of thc parties above named that their names tuay not be made 
public, as i t  may bc productive of fatal eonmpences to thern 
and their families. 

Very truly yours, 
W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 



[Solicitor Bynum to Governor Eolden.] 

LINCOLNTON,May 20, 1870. 

HON.W. W. HOLDEX,Governor, &c. : 

DEARSIR: POLXSof the ls th,  in regard to alleged outrages 
of thc K u  Klnx organization, in Lincoln County, is received. 

I certainly feel much embarrassment as to the mode of 
reaching the criminals, inasmuch as I h a ~ emade repeated 
efforts in this and other Counties of this judicial district, with- 
out snccess, to bring the matter before the Court, through the 
action of tlie grand juries-the only way I can take cognizance 
of these offences. 

Numerous complaints are made to me of these ontrages: 
now of frequent, very freqnent, occurrence, many of the vie- 
tims bearing on their bodies visible evidences of the truth of' 
their complttints. 

I am satisfied that the evil is great and increasing. 
The difticnlty has been to identify the parties with that l c y d  

certainty which would make it possible or even safe to convict. 
Another difficulty is the intimidation brought to bear upon the 
sufferers, and the fear they are under to speak positively as to 
the perpetrators. They are ot'tetl advised byprof'essed friends 
that they had better leare the country, better say nothing 
xbout it-that i t  would be dangerous if they name names, 
without absolnte certainty-they would be liable to yrosecw 
tions for perjury, ctc., &c. 

The victims are generally negroes, Lnt not a l ~ m y s  ; nor are 
the punishments in all cases undeserved, in the abstract. 
These latter cases, of meritorious punishment, are f ew ,  and 
from the character of the men supposed to be engaged, these 
exceptional cases of merited punishment are made and used as. 
a cover to conceal the deeper and more dangerous designs of 
the organization. 
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I am not prepared to say positirely that this organization 
here is wholly political or partizan, though I am stronglg 
inclined to think i t  is mainly so. I think bnt few of the 
respectable portion of the coniin~znity of any party b e l o ~ g  to 
it, though I fear they give i t  a tacit conntenance and aro not 
slov to take the political benefits of it. 

On the hole, I am satisfied that as a l aw  q f i e e ~ =I can c?o 

nothing, through the ordinary channels of the Courts. I n  mj-
judgtnent there are only two ways of arresting the evil-1st. 
3y arousing public opinion to pnt i t  ~OTI-11, 211dly, by invo-or 
king the aid of United States troops, and making some sliarl, 
and decisive esamp~es. 

I ehonld be slow to advise the latter, and certainly not till 
the former arld more legitirnste course is effectually tried. 

I ~ ~ o u l c lmake the e80i.t to call the attention of our better 
citizens to this matter; but I am satisficd tliat coining from 
one of my political status, i t  would do no good. 

I sincerely hope that their eyes ;vill be opened to the danger 
?>efore the evil is so great tliat the sufl'erers will take the remedy 
in their own hands. 

Anything in my power I will cheerfully do to put an end to 
t l w e  outrages. 

I am very respectfully, cbc., 
W. P. CPNURT, 

Sol. 9th District. 

[Chief Jnstico Pearson t o  Gov. Eoldeu.] 

STATE O F  NORTH CAROLINA, 
A 4 ~CHAMBER^, 

Raleigh, July lSth, lS70. 

T o  his Ecccellency, IT.W .  HOLDEN,Goaernor of N. C. : 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose copies of your writs of 
hn6eas corpus, issued by me to Col. George W. Kirk, together 



with affidavits, setting out that Col. liirl;: refused to make re- 
turn to the writs, and stating that he made the arrests by yonr 
order. 

As Col. Kirk does not make return, I do not feel a t  liberty 
to assume the fact that he acted under yonr orders, from t,he 
conversation set out in the affidavits. 

Please inform me if (301. Kirk acted nncler orders from you 
in lnaking the arrests. 

Very respectfully yours, kc., 
R. N. PEARSOX, 

Chig Justice X u p e m e  C'ourt. 

[Gov. EIoIcien t o  Chief Justice Pcnrson.] 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
RALEIGH,July 19, 1870. 

To the HON. RICIIXOXD 11.FEARSON, 
Cl&f Jzut.i~?e North Carolina :of 

SIR: Ponr  commnnicntion of yesterday concerning the 
arrests made by Col. Geo. W. Kirk, together with the enclosed, 
is received. 

I respectfully reply :-That Col. Geo. W. Kirk made the 
arrests and now detains tlie prisoners na~ned by my order. H e  
was iustructed firmly but respectfully to decline to deliver the 
prisoners. No one goes before me in respect for the civil law, 
or for those whose duty i t  is to enforce it, bnt the condition of 
Alamance count^, and some other parts of the State, has been 
and is such that, though relnctant to use the strong powers 
vested in me by lam, I hare been forced to declare them in a 
state of insurrection. 
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For nlontlis past there has been inaturing iu these localities 
under the guidance of bad and disloyal men, a dangerous secret 
insurrection. I have invoked public opinion to aid me in 
suppressing this treason ! I haye issued proclamation aft;er 
proclamation to the people of the State to break up these nn-
lawful combinations! I have hronght to bear every civil 
power to restore peace and order, but all in vain ! The Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States and of'tliis State are 
set at  naught ; the ciril conrts are no longer a protection to 
1Xe liberty, and property; assassination and outrage go 1111-

punished, slid the civil inagiztrates are intimidated and are 
afraid to perform their functions. 

To the majority of tile people of these sections the apl~roscl: 
of night is like tlle entrance into the valley of the shaclow o f  
death ; the men dare not sleep beneath their roofs at night, 
but abandoning their wires and little ones, wander in the 
q-oods nntil day. 

Thus civil goy-ernmeat was crumbling around me. I deter-
mined to nip this new treason in the bud. 
Yy virtne of the power vested in ine by the Constitution and 

laws, and by that inherent right of self-preservation ~ h i c h  
belongs to all governnients, I have proclaimed the conntp of' 
Alamance in a state of insurrection. Col. Qeo. W. Kirk is 
colnmauding the military forces in that county, made the 
arrests referred to in the writ of lu6eascorpus, and now detains 
the prisoners by my order. 

A t  this time I am satisfied that the pnblic interests require 
tllat these military prisoners shall not be delivered up to the 
civil power. 

I devoutly hope that the time may be short vhen a restora- 
tion of peace and order may release Alarnance county from the 
lxesence of military force and the enforcenient of militarylaw. 
When that time sIiall arrive I shall promptly restore the civil 
power. 

ITT. W.HOLDEK, Gmemo.r. 



011 the conclusion of the reading of tlle colrlmn~lication fron~ 
the Esecuti.F-e, Mr. Cadger read ~ a r i o u s  Proclamations issued 
fiom the Esecutive oEce at ~a r ions  times vithin the last ~ T T O  

years in reierence to various I<u Klns  outrages and disorders 
i n  tha Counties of Jones, Lonoir, Alarnal~ce, c!c. 

Chief Justice said, before the argument opens I n-ill observe 
to the counsel the object of argument is to aid me in forming 
an ol>inion on four questions of Ian- : 

1. Do the facts set out bg his Excellency shov- that @ol. 
Kirk had a " reasonable escnse " for not mal<ing retnrn to the 
w i t s  of 7~crbrnscoq)vs. as so to release him from the pon-era 
and pe~lalties of an ::ttaclimeat ! 

9. Do the facts set out show an " inst-irrcction " and a OH-

dition of things? p i~t t ins  tile lives %lid property of our citizens 
in such innninent l w i l  as to snspend the writ of l'lcdeos CO1p!,< 
in the Counties subject to ~iiilitary occupation ? 

3. Suppose the w i t  not to be suslmded as in the present 
condition of the conntrj, i t  is highly probable, nay, in  n l ~  
opinion certain, that an order to .the Sllelifc' of a Connty to call 
ont ('the p o n w  of the Comty," and with force take the p t i -  
tionem ont of the hands of the inilitary authorities v i l l  pliznge 
the w!iole State into civil v-ar,-slionlil not tlie act of 1SC;S-'69, 
be so constrned as to make i t  subservient to that clause of the 
Constitntion, vhich confers power 011 the Governor to cnll out 
the militia to suppress riots and inswrection, in Counties d l w e  
the Governor has exercised this powcr and taken military pos- 
session ? 

4. I f  so, should the w i t  be directed to the Governor ? 
I shall be pleased to hear argument on these subjects a~ 

cluestions of law, and will leave i t  to the good sense of the 
eounsol to decide, whether an excited discussion such as on 
yesterday, mill be calcnlated either to aid me in forming an;> 
opinion, or to ansn-er any other usefill purpose. 

PEARSOK. 



OPINION O F  C H I E F  JUSTICE PEARSON I N  T E E  
HABEAS CORPUS CASE OF 9. G. XOORE. 

EX PARTE, ADOLPHCS G. SIOOEE. 

Upon proof of service and the faihr+ of Col. Kirk to retnrn 
the writ, the counsel of the prisoner s~zbmitted two motions : 
1. For an attachment against G. W. ICirlr for failing to make 

return ; 
2. For a writ, to be directed to the SheriE of soine County, 

commanding him, with the power of the County, if necessary, 
to take the prisoner out of the hands of said liirlc and have 
him before the Cliief Justice. 

The fact of service and the failure to make retnrn was a suf- 
ficient foundation for thcse uzotious. But the aedavi t  sets out 
further that G. W. Kirk said "he  was acting under the orders 
of Governor I-Iolden, and should ~nake  no retnrn," 

This extraneous matter, if true, had in my judgment an in1- 
portant bearing on the pending motions, and not being at lib- 
erty to assume i t  to  be true on the verbal stateinent of Col. 
Kirk, I addressed a comzlnnication to his Excellency, asking 
to be informed if Col. Kirk had his orders. The purpose was 
to have the orders to Col. Kirk avowed or disavowed, and make 
i t  a fixed fact one may or the other, and to aftord an opportu- 
nity to his Escellency, if avowed, of setting out the ground of 
his action, and of being Heard by connsel. Tile cause of truth 
is always served by argument on both sides. 

1. The main question, and onc on which both motions de- 
pend, is this : Does the fact that the Governor had deolared 
the County of Alarnancc to be in a state of insurrection, and 
had taken military possession, have the legal effect to suspend 
the writ of liabec~scorpus in that County ? If so, the prisoner 
takes nothing by either motion ; if otherwise, i t  will become 
necessary to give them further consideration. 

It mas insisted by the counsel of the prisoner that the Gov- 



ernor's rcply is nu p r t  of this proceeding, and c a x v t  lje 
noticed. I n  my opinion it firins ;t part of the prucecc!ing tu 
the extent or the avox-al of the orders gireil ti, Cd.  Kirk, (that 
is in direct reslmnse to my i ~ i ~ ~ u i r y , )auii of the i&t that i11 the 
exercise of the power conferred on him. he liad duelared the 
Corulty of Alainance to be in lz state of iil~urrecrion-tahn 
military posaoasiuil anif orifaroii the axes: nlld d c t e ~ ~ t i m  uf  ill@ 
lxtitioner, as e ~~zilitcwy- prisoner ; the action of his Excellency 
is relevant, for, if tlie privilege of the w i t  of i ~ c c 6 e ~ sco7yus be 
suspcndcd, tile w i t  now sncd i'o'or onght not to be arvarded- 
(c:opal& Tobic~sllrnt7cizs,3, I ' e t e ~ x  193.) The Cl~ief Justice 
s a ~ s: '. The writ ought not to be an-tircled, if the Conrt is 
satisfied tliat the prisoner wodd bo reulandeb" The czse is 

Xill+m. 1,ZXZace  111.)cited and approved. ( B ~ p w t c  
IIis Excellency W C ~ Snlso i,leaseil to tet ant, suill(jcd  tlle -;)wid 

f'aots that skttisfied l i i~u  tliiit the civil nuthorities of the Cucnty 
ivere una1)le to protect its citizens in the enjujiuent or'l:i'e nnc? 
1)rq)erty; i t  is nut mine to pass upon t l m e  facts or jndge of 
their snfiiciencg. 

3J.r. Cadger, of connscl ibr his Excellency, re1;ecl on the 
Constitution. " The Gonmior s l i d  be Cviuliiander-in-c'11iei: 
m d  have power to call out tlie rniliti:~ to esecnte the Ii~ir,  sup-
press riots or insurrections and to repel invasion."-Art. SIT. 
Sco. 3, 2nd on the statute act 1869-'70, chap. SSVII ,  sec. 1.-
'-The Ci-overnor is llercby nnthorized and eul1wxeld, ~vhen- 
ever in his jndgrnent the civil autlioritieb in any Oonnty arc2 
uiistble to protect its citizens in the enjogment oflife and p r o p  
erty, to cleclnre such County to be in a state ut' ins~.irrcctiorr, 
m d  to call into active sen-ice the militia of the State, t o  EUCL 
an extent as luay becc~me necessary to suppress the ilisnrrec- 
tiou ;" and he iilsisted : 

1. This clause of the Co~lstitution and tIlc ktatute cwlto\verr 
the Governor to declare n County:to be in a state of inswlw-
tiorl whenever, in his jzc&~ic.ei~t,the civil authorities are nnahlc. 
to protect its citizens in the enjoylnent of life mi l  property. 
Tlie Governor llas so dedarecl i i ~  regard to tlic Cou:ity of Ala-

" 
3 
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mance, and the jndiciary caunot call his action in rju~stioil or 
r e r i e ~it, as the n~at te r  is confided solely to the judgement of 
the Governor. 

2. The Constitution and this statute confers on the Governor 
all the polTers "necessary " to suppress the insurrection, and 
the Governor has taken nlilitary possession of the County and 
ofdered the arrest and detention of the petitioner as a nzilitnry 
p;isonel*. This was necessary, for nnlike other' insurrections 
i t i s  not-open resistance, but a noye1 kind of insurrection, seeli- 
ing to effect its pnrpose by n secret associatiou spread over the 
coq t ry ,  seeking to effect its purpose by secret association,

1

sconrgiag'an~ other crimes coinlnitted f11 the dark, and er-aciing 
t& civil a~thoritiee, by innsks ax~d franc!, pcrjlzr~ and intimi- 
dation. 

I t  follows, that the pri~i lege of the n-rit of JLc~6eu.s C O ~ I Z ~ Sis 
snspncled in that Connty, nntil the ii~snrrection be suppressed." 

I accede to t!x first proposition ; frill faith and credit are 
clno to the action of the Governor in this matter, becntise he is 
tlie competent anthoritj., actir~g in pursuance of' the Constitn- 

mtion and the la^. he po~mr,iimu its nature, nus st be eser- 
cisecl in the Esecntive, as in case ot inrasion or open insnnw- 
tion. The extent of the p o m r  is alolle the su1)ject of judicial 
deterinination. 

As to the second, i t  n 1 n ~  l ~ e  that the arrest and also the 
detention of the prisoner is necessary, as a nlcans to snppress 
the insurrection. But I cannot yield m j  ssscnt to the concln- 
sion : the means m w t  be pmpr as ~vell as neccs;nr~-, arid the 
detention of the petitioner as a lailitary pri~oncr, is not a proper 
means. For i t  violates the declaration of riglits. "The privi- 
lege of the writ of Iubeas colyus  sl~nll not be snspended,"- 
&zstiii~dh?t,Art .  1,See. 21. 

Tliis is an e:qvrvss provisiitn, and there is no rnlc of conatruc- 
tion or l)rinciple of constilntional lax,  'DJ- ~ ~ l l i d l la11 express 
~~ruvisioncxi  be abrogated and niacle of no force by :m i7tyZi-
ctitiai~f r o ~ nany other provision of the instr~uncnt. - Tile clauses 
shcii~ld be constrneil, so as to give effect to cnch niql yrc~cri t  -



conflict. This is done, -by giving to Art.  SII, Sec. 3, the 
effect of allowing mi l i t a r~  possession of a conntx to be taken 
and the arrest of all suspected persons, to be made by military 
authoritr, but requiring by force of Art. 1,see. 21, the persocs 
arrested to be surrendered for trial to the civiI authorities 
on ha6eas co~yn~s, shonld they not be delivered over without 
the m i t .  

This prevents conflict with the' hahens coqms clause and 
harmonises with tlie other articles of the " declaration of 
rights " trial by jnry, kc. ,  all of which have been handed down 
to us by our fathers, and by our E~lglish ancestors, as great 
fnndanlental principles, essential to the proteciion of civil 
liberty. 

I declare my opinion to be, tlmt the privilege of tbc xyrit of 
hahens c o r p s  has not been suspended by the action of liis Es-
cellency ; that the Governor has i~ower under the Constitution 
m d  Iavs to declare a County to be in a state of ins~~rrection, 
t o  take military possession, tu order the arrest of all suspected 
persons, and to do all tliings necessary to suppress the insur- 
rection, bnt Ile has no pon-er to disobey the writ of haZecrs 
co rps ,  or to order the t r i ~ l  of any citizen, otherwise than by 
jury. According to the law of tlic land, sncll action would be 
in  excess of his power. 

The judiciary has power to declare the action of the Esecn- 
tive as well as the acts of the General Assenibljr, vllei7 in 
violation of tlie Coastitntiol~, void and of no effect. IIaving 
conceded full faith and credit to tile action of liis Escellencp, 
within the scope of the power conferred oil liim, 1feel assnred 
he -dl in like inanaer give due observmce to the law as 
announced by the jndiciary. Indeed, he cannot refcse to do 
so, witliont taking upon hiinself the respomibility of acting on 
the bitreme principle, <'The ssfetg of the State is the supreme 
law." 1 d l 1  venture to hope, as eviI as the times may be, our 
country has not yet reached the point, vlien a resort to es- 
treine measures has become a ynblir: neccssity. 

9. The motion for an attachment against Col. Kirk is basecl 
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on the l~a6eae  ~oryjus act, acts 186s-'69, chapter 1, see. 15. 
" If any person on -ivho!n a writ of hcdeus CO'IJZIS is served, 
shall refuse or neglect to obey the sane  by prodncing the body, 
kc., n-ithin the time required, and no sujicient excwse be silow~z, 
i t  shall be the duty of the Judge or Conrt forthwith to issne 
an attachment against such person to the Sheriff of ally county 
in the State, commanding hi111 immediately to arrest snch per- 
son a ~ i d  bring him before the Judge or Court, and such person 
shall be co~nmitted to jail zultil he shall make retnrn to the 
mrit and conlply with ally order that may be made in wZat.lo;la 
$9 thepa7t.y for whose relief the w i t  shall have been issued." 

Col. Kirk has refused to make return. The cjuestion is, do 
the facts before me " show a ssu%cient excuse?" The affidavit 
sets out that Col. Kirli put his refnsal on tlie ground that lie 
had orders fi.0111 his conlinander-in-chief, who is the Governor 
of the State, not to obey the mrit. His Excellency avows that 
Col. Kirk was acting under his orders. So, we have this case : 
Col. Kirk is co~niimnded by the Chief Justice to produce the 
body. H e  is ordered by his Commander-in-Cllief not to obey 
the writ. What was the man to do ? He elected to obey his 
orders. 111 my opinion there vas  snfticient escnse for reiilsing 
to return the writ. The motion is not allowed. 

The act in qnestion does not rest on tlle idea of p ~ ~ u i s l ~ i n g  
for a comkmtpt of the Judye or Cozs~t,but of colnpelling a re- 
turn to the writ, and the prodnction of the body. I t  is a sub 
~ t i t n t efor the provision in "the old habeas corpus act," whicll 
pnnished the officer or person refusing or neglecting to nlnke 
due return, " upon conviction by iudictlnent," with a fine of 
$500 for the first offence, and $1000 and incapacity to holcl office 
for the second. Tlie late act is an improverr~ent upon the 
former, by substituting the speedy remedy of attaclilne~itin 
place of indictment, and the severe punishment of imprison-
ment in place of fine. Botll acts are evidently intended to 
pnnish h r  not making return, and the last is also intended for 
the immediate relief of the party in wllose behalf the writ is 
issued. The motion of punishing for w cuntem1)t of the Judge 



or Conrt is not involved in either act, certainly not in that of 
1S6S-'69 ; that is provided for by "the contenipt act," (same 
session.) The proceeding is, by cc mcl~to show C C L ~ ~ ,v h y  an 
attachment should not issne. And yet I rras urged, ivith rnncll 
rehenlence, by learned and aged counsel, to  rnle Col. Iiirli np 
for n contempt of the Chief Jnsticc in this : The aifidszx-it of 
service sets out that Col. Kirk, ~vhen the r r i t  ~vas  served, said, 
" tell them such things are played out ; I have ing orders from 
Governor Holden and shall not obey the wit ."  '' 1 d l  SET- 
render them on Gorernor Holdcn's order, bnt not otllern~ise, 
nnless they send a snfficient force to irhip me." This, as was 
veil said by Nr .  Badger, is the language of a rnde soldier, ancl 
not aa courteons as we usnally find in judicial proceedings. 
The motion fop a yule to shon- cause for this contempt is 
not pertinent to h e  matter non- c)n hancl. The evidence on 
~ h i c l ii t  rests comes in a questionable shape-extraneous mat-
ter put into tin aficlavit of service to escite prejudice, and the 
motion made at the instance of one who is under arrest for 
the horrid crillie of mzriler by nlidnight assassination ! A t  a 
time ~vliea, as Nr .  Zragg feelingly remarked, "TX-eare in the 
last ditch, we look to the jndiciary as onr only hope. If that 
fails us, the conntry is gone ! gone ! gone !" I do not feel i t  to 
be my duty to leave grave matters, and then turn aside, to put 
a rnle on a rnde soldier to shorn cause, for nlaking a flippant 
speech. I will be borne ant by every inember of the profession 
in saying, dnring the thirty-fire years I have had the lionor of 
a seat on the bench, 1have never been slow to punish for con- 
tempt and yreserve the dignity of the Court vhen I believed 
there vas  an intent to assail it. I Imow my duty ancl t r~ is t  I 
have firmness enough to discharge it. These remarlis seem 
called fol- because of the earnestness with vhicb the motion 
was pressed in language more courtly bat  f d l y  as strong as 
that used by the rude soldier, and the excited manner in which 
I Tvas reminded of my dnty, and exhorted to perform i t ;  nay, 
the oath of ofice was read to me, and I had the benefft of hear- 
i n g  read much of the lofty language of Lord Mansfield. 
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3. The notion for a precept directed to the sheriff of some 
County to bring the petitioner forthmitli before me, and if 
necessary, to take with him the pan-er of the County, is based 
on tlie 17th and 1Sth sections of the hcdeas c o q ~ z ~  act. '' The 
Court or Judge may direct a precept to any sheriff, coroner or 
other person to be clesignatecl therein, commanding bin1 to 
bring forthwith l~efore such Court or Jndge the party, (mhere- 
ever to be founcl,) ibr whose benefit the writ of I ~ a 6 e c ~c o q ~ u s  
shall have been granted." " In  the execntion of this ~v r i t  the 
shcrifl or pemon designated mag- call ont the power of the 
county.,' 

The petitioner is entitled to this w i t  ; the only qnestion is 
to vhom should i t  be directed. The motion is that i t  should 
be directed to the Sheriff of some county. 

I have consiclered the matter fully, and liave come to the 
conclnsion not to direct i t  to  a slleriff. The act gives a cliscre-
tion. I n  the present coilclition of things, the counties of Ala- 
mance and Casi~ell declared to be in a state of insnrrection 
and occupied by mi1it:u.y forces, aucl the ynblic miiicl i'ercrishlg 
escitecl ; it is highly probable, nay, in illy opinion, certain, 
that a writ in the hands of a Sheriijr', (~vith authority to call 
ont the power of the coxnty,) by mhicll Ile is coininancled vitlr 
hrcc, if necessary, to take tlie petitioner out of the lmncls of 
the military anthoritics, 75-ill plnngc the whole State into civil 
5var. 

If the Sheriff de~nands tile petitioner of Col. Kirk, with his 
present orders, lie will refuse, and then comes svar. The coun 
try has had mar enough. Cnt i t  was saicl by the counsel of 

L Lthe petitioner, if in the assertion of ciril liberty, war comes 
let i t  come ! The blood will not be on yonr hands or on ours : 
i t  ill be on all srho disregard the sacred writ of 7~nbeasc o r p s .  
Let jnstice be done, if the lieaveus fall." 

I t  would be to act sr-ith the inipetucsitg of yont11 and not 
with the calinness ot age, to listen to such counsels. "Let 
justice Le done if the heaven falls," is a beautiful figure of-
speech, quoted by every one of the five learned counsel. Jnstice 



must be doue, or the p o m r  of the Judiciary be eshansted, bnt 
I would forfeit all claim to prudence tempered with firmness, 
should I, withont absolnte necessity, add fnel to the flme, aiid 
plunge the conntry into civil war, pro~ided  my dnty can be 
fully discharged ~vithont that arifiil conseqaence. Wisdom 
dictates, if jnstiee can be clone, :' let heaven stancl." TTnle~s 
the Governor revo1i.e~ his orders, Col Kirk d l  resist ; that 
ilppears from the airida+t; of service. 

The second branch of the motion, that the power of the 
connty be called out if necessary to aid in  taking the petitioner 
by force ont of the Iiands of Kirk, is as dificnlt of solution. as 
the first. 

The pon-e:. of the county, w 'i;osse c o d n t ~ ! c , "means the 
of1 1 1 ~ 1 ~  the c o i ~ n t yif& Q A E C J Lthi: ZC& i-lt o  6e t-xeczctcd : in this 

instance Cam-dl, m c l  that county is declared to be in n state 
of insnmxtiuu. S l i d  i?aswp,zts  be called out by the person 
q-ho is to esecnte the vri t ,  to joiil in conflict with the u:i!itaryv 
f b w s  of the State ! 

I t  is said ::snEcient Suruc will vol~ulteer from other coxinties ; 
they inny belong to tlie :tssociatiou, US 5e persuns m-ho sympn- 
thize With it. Brit the ' . ~ G ~ s Jco,l%itch~s,"mnst come irorll 
the county vliere tho writ is to be eseentecl ; i t  ~\-onlcl be ille-
gal to tnlre me11 from other conntics. This is settled lniv ;s!lall 
illegd mems be resorted to i : ~  order to esecnte n Twit :' 

Agnil~;  every able-bodied ninii iii the State belongs .to the 
militia. The Goveriior i b  by the Constitntion commn~ider-
in-chief of the inilitia o i  the Xtate," Art. 111,SCC- S. SO the 
p ~ w rof the comity is composed of men ~ 1 1 0  are under tho 
cois~iliand of the Governor ; shall these inen be recpircd to 
violate, with force, tllc orders of their Commallder-in-Chief, 
and do battle with his other forces that arc already in thefieIc1 ? 
In short, the s~hole  physical power of the State is by the Con- 
stitution nnder the control of the Chvernor ; the Jndiciarg has 
only ,z moral power ; by the theory of the Constitntio~1 there 
can be no conflict betmen these two branches of the govern-
ment. 





SIR: I Iiave liad tlic hmor  to rcceiw, h r  the liaucls of the 
Narslid of the Sr-ipremc Court, a copy of p u r  opinion in the 
mntter of A. G. Xoore ; and tIic BIarahal !ins inhrised me of 
the  writ in !iis hands for the body of said Moorc, non- in the 
C ~ S ~ G L ~ J Tof 121y snLorclinatc ofiiccr, Col. ~~~~~~ge IY.Kirk. 
i h a ~ c  and Cns~mll  in adeclarcd tile Countics of Al:~mai~ce 

state of inswrection, al?il l i n x  taken inilitary :;ossession of 
tl1e112. This yonr IIOUOI-ail~nits1hail the po~x-cr to do " runder 
the Constitntion nncl Invs." And not  O I ~ J -this, " l )u t  to do 
a72 thing; necessary to s~~pprc s s  tho insurrcciion," including 
the 1 ) o ~ ~ e r  " arrest all ~ ~ i s p c f r r lto persons " in the abow-men- 
tioneil Counties. 

Honor has thought proper also t o  declare that tile 
citizens of the Counties of Alaulance and Casmll  nse i n s u ~ ~ -
p z t s ,  as the rcmlt oi' the Constit~~tional and Inwfnl action of 
the Executive, ai>d tlmt therefore, you ill not issue the w i t  
for the prodnction of the body of Noore to  any of the meu of 
the said Counties; that " thcposse comitatus must come fronl 
the County here the is to l)c esecnted," and that any 
other means ~vo-irld be illegal. 

I have oEcial and reliable information that in the Connties 
above named, during the last t m l w  months, not less than one 
hundred persons, " in the peace of God and tlie State," have 
I m n  taken from their hoines and scourged, mainly, if not en- 
tirely, on acconnt of their political opinions ; that eight mur-
ders have been committed, including that of a State Senator, 
on the same account ; tlint mother State Senator has been 



coiiq~ellecl fro111 fear for his life to make his ~acape  to a distant 
State. I have reason to believe that tlie governments of the 
said Counties have been nlainly if not entirely in the hands of 
n ~ e nw1io belong to the I i n  IUnx Xlm, -dose nlcmbers have 
perpetrated the atrocities rei'errecl to ; and that tlie County 
governments have not nlerely omitted to i'erret ont and bring t o  
justice those of this Klan who lime thus violated the lan-, but 
thst they have actnally shieldecl tlieln fro111 arrest and pnnish- 
ment. The State jndicial power in the said Counties, though 
in  the 11nnds of energetic, learned and prigli lit men, lias not 
been able to bring criminals to jnstice : indeed, is is ~ n y  
opinion, based on facts that have come to niy kno~~leclge, tliat 
the life of the Judge ~rllose duty i t  is to ride the circuit to 
which the s&icl Counties -belong, has not been safe, on account 
of the hatred entertainecl to~vnrcls him by the Klau referred to, 
becxnse of hi5 wish and purpose to bring said criminals to 
jnstice. For be it lalo.\:-n to yonr IIonor that there is a TI-ido- 
q x w d  and furnlidable seci-ct organization in  this State, partly 
political and partly social in its objects ; that this organization 
is lino~vn, first, as " T h a  Co?zstzt~ctio~tnZI;;~ion GWLTC~~,"-
secondly, as " The iT,7~itaB,~oti~crhood,"-tlii~~ily,as '; TILL. 
h z ' s i b l ~B o y i r e  :"-that the nienibers of tliis organizatiou 
are r?nitecl by oaths wllicli ignore or rel)ncliatc the ordinary 
o:xtlis or oblig~tioils tliat rest uyo11 all otller citize~is to respect 
the laws and to upliolii the governinelit J that tliesc oalhs 
iilcnlcatc hatred bg the white against the colorcd people of 
the State ; that the inembers of this Klan arc irreconcilably 
hostile to tlie great principle ot political and civil equality, 
on svliich the government of tliis State has beell rccoastrncted ; 
that tliese Xlans meet in secret, in disguise, wit11 srms, in nni- 
forin of a certain kind intended to conceal tlleir persons and 
their horses, and to terrify tliose wlioln they assault or a i i101~~ 
wllo~n they move ; tliat they hold their camps in secret places, 
and decree juclgment against tlleir peaceable fellow-citizens, 
ii.0111 mere intimidation to sconrgings, mutilations and riiur- 
der, and that certain persons of the Klan arc clepntcd to ese-



cnte these judgments; that vhen the members of this Klan 
are arrested for violations of law, it is most difficult to  obtain 
bills of indictment against them, and still more difficult to 
convict them, first, because some of the members or their sym- 
pathizers are almost a l m p  on the graucl and petit jnries, and 
secondly, because witmesses who are ~nembers o.,. sympathizers 
nnblnshingly coumit perjury to screen their confederates and 
associates in crime; that this Klan, thus constitntecl and 
having in view the objects referred to, is very porerful in a t  
least twenty-five Connties of the State, anci has had absolnte 
control for the last twelve niontlls of the Corulties of Alalmnce 
and Casxell. 

Under these circumstances I monld lissve been recreant to 
dnty and faithless to lily oath, if I had no: exercised the power 
in  the several Counties which your Honor has been pleased 
to say I have exercised Constitntiona,lly aiid l a ~ ~ f u l l y  ; espe-
cially as, since October, 1868,I have repeatedly, by proclama- 
tions and by letters, inrokod pnblic opinion to repress these 
evils, and ivarliec! criniin als and oSfenders against the l a m  of 
the fate that must in the cncl overta1;e them, if, under the 
auspices of the lilnn referred to, they should persist in their 
course. 

I beg to assnrc your Eonor tlint no one subscribes more 
thoroughly tlmn I: do to the great principles of 7 ~ a 7 m scoq)us 
and trial by jury. Except in extreme cases, in which beyond 
all qnestion the safety of the State is the supreme law," these 
privileges of habeas c o r p s  and trial by jury should be main- 
tained. 

I have already declared that, in niy judgment, yonr Eonor 
and all the other civil and judicial authorities are unable at 
this t i m e  to deal with the insurgents. The civil and the mili-
tary are alike Constitutional powers-the civil to protect life 
and property when i t  can, and the military only when the 
former has failed. As the Chief Executive I seek t o  restore, 
not to subvert, the jndicial power. Pour IIonor has done 
your duty, and in perfect harmony with you I seek to do mine. 
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I t  is not I nor tlie military power that has snpplanted the 
civil anthority ; that has been done by the insurrection in the 
Counties referred to. I do not see h o ~  I can restore the civil 
anthority until I "suppress tIie insurrection," ~~i i ie I1your 
Eonor declares I have the power to do ; and I do not see holy 
I can surrender the inswgents to the civil anthority ulltil that 
anthority is restored. I t  T!-odd be ~nocliery in me to declare 
that the ciril ~ n t h o r i t rwas unable to protect the citizens 
~ g a i n s tthe insnrgents, and t l~entnrn the insr~rgents over to 
the c i d  anthority. N y  oath to support the Constitution 
makes i t  imperat i~e on me to "suppress tlie insurrection" and 
restore the civil authority in the Counties referred to, and this 
I must do. I n  doing this I renev- to SGIII' Honor expressions 
of ing profound respect for the c i d  authority, and my earnest 
wish that this anthority 112ay soon be rcstorcil to ever1 County 
and neighborhood in  the State. 

I have the honor to be, n-ith great respect, 
y o ~ ~ robedient servant, 

TIT. T?'. I iOlDEN,  Govemot>. 

[Qor. IIolclcn to  the I'rijiclcat.] 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT O F  N. C., 
IMeigh, Snly "th, 1870. 

TOtAe P~esicZextof the CJwitedS'ttltes: 

SIR: I have declared the Conntics of Almlance and Cas- 
well, in this State, in n state of insurrection. I have power to 
do this under tlie Clonstitntion of this State, and in pursuance 
of laws passed by the General Assembly. I haye embodied a 
considemble number of the Xl i t ia ,  hare occupied the Counties 



hove named and have ~nade  a number of important arrests. 
?our of the persons arrested have sued ont writs of ha6eas 
:91y12u, and the matter has been argued for several days before 
2hief Justice Pearson of the Snpreine Court. I t  is expectec! 
hat the Chief' Justice will deliver his opinion 011 Friday, the 
B d  inst. 

I have no means of knowing, with certainty, what his decis- 
on ; d l  be, but I incline to the opinion that lie will snbstan- 
,ially sustain me. There are threats of resistance, whatever 
lis opinion mlty be. Col. Kirk, who cominands a t  Yanceyville, 
ipprehends resistance, and an attempt to rescue the prisoners. 
Ere has 350 resolute Inen, native white loyalists, many of 
xhom are ex-Federal soldiers. Cnt the Kn IKlnx largely out- 
~runber them in the Connties referred to, nnd if they sho~zld 
ake the field and be joined by others from other Counties, the 
3tnte troops nronld certainly be in peril. 

I have i ~ i  Raleigh one hundred colored troops, sisty white 
roops, and at  Eillsboro' fifty white troops, and in Gastori 
3ounty one company of sisty. i\Ig whole availal~le force is not 
nore than six hnndrecl. 

I tliiul; i t  1-ery inlportalrt that a regiment of Federal troops 
30 at once sent to this State, and that the Federal troops now 
]ere be ordered to come to my aid promptly. The defeat of 
.he State and Federal troops in any conflict, a t  this crisis, 
could be esceedingly disastrous. I t  nlay be that the crisis 
will pass, and that I may be able to punish the guilty ~ i t h o n t  
~ncoanterinp re4stance. 1 have dee~ned i t  nly duty in this 
e~uergency to acquaint you with the condition of things, so 
that yo11 nlay judge of the expediency of vrdering that I be 
further ajdcd and snpportecl by Federal troops. 

1atn satisfied that iinportant disclosnres will be made as to 
,he l i n  Klux organization during the progress of the investiqa- 
tion before the military. I t  is believecl from evidence already 
in Iiand that es-President Johnson is a t  the head of the order, 
lnd that Gen. Forrest is the corn~nander for Tennessee and 
Nortll Carolina. Tlie organization is wide-spread and numer- 
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ons, is based on the most deadly hostility to the Reconstruc- 
tion Acts, and is in all respects rery unfriendly to the govern- 
ment of the Eeconstructed States and to the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
' T o m  obedient servant, 

W. W. EIOLDEN, G o ~ e m a o ~ .  

-

[The I'resiclcr~t t o  Gar. Iloldcn.] 

Lorn CRANCH,N. J., Jnly 22d, 1570. 

DEAESm : Tome favor of the 20th inst., detailing the nn-
settled and threatening condition of aKairs of North Carolina, 
is just receivecl, and I ill telepraph to tlie Secretary of T a r  
immediatgly to send more troops to tlie State without delay. 
They may be used to snlyress I-iolence and to maintain the 
I m s ,  if other means should fail. 

With great respect, 

[Governor iIoldcn t o  Col. Iiirl;.] 

STATE O F  NORTI-I CAROL$EA, 
EXECUTEEO~li'mxm, 

Ealcigh, Angust :3d, ISTO. -

DEARSIR: This will he handed you by Col. E.T. Berry, 
Brigade Qnartermaster. 



You have done veil i n  sending troops to various points to 
preserve the peace on the day of election. As tllere is no cit-il 
la117 at present in Caswell which can take hold of and pnnish 
offenders;i-t n-ill be your duty to hold in camp for the present 
all persons charged v i th  haring broken the law. I will incpire 
more fully into the matter and forward instructions on the 
subject. 

I t  is to be regretted that the farmers and others in Caswell 
are turning off' their llancls and refusing to pay them tlieir 
wages. I1;now of no renledy for this but in the act of Con- 
gress to enforce the fifteenth amendnient. As soon as the 
election is ovcr, I will request the Uarshal to send a depnty to 
Casn-ell to inquire into this grierance and t&e the necessq-  
steps to remedy it. 

I t  is reported that Lieut-Col. Bnrqen p t  a rope arouncl tllc 
neck of William Patton, one of the prisoners, to forec lliill tc) 
co~lfess. Evidence obtained in this way is \~orthless. A11 
prisoners, no matter liox guilty tlley may be suplxxeil to be, 
shonl~l be treatecl Iiumanely. From -my lmowledge of your 
character, I atn sure i t  is only necessary to call your attention 
to this nxitter. 

No prisoner sllonld be pro led  or released v-itllont authority 
from headqnartcre. 

I should like to liavc the names of officers in your Regiment 
v h o  would be suitable to compose a part of the ulilitary court. 
~ l id$ ' r ; d in~  election and the necessity for some of the ofiieers 
to'be' abscat 011 dntjr have yre~ented  the  meeting of thn court 
as early as I ~ishoct  it. I t  vi l l  meet one day nest vcclil. It . 
is important to hare all the evidence that  can be yrocurec?. 
The  ibllowing officers, besides those of yonr Regiment, ~vil l  ' 
colnpose the comt : 3lisij.-Gen. TV. D.Jones, 3rlg. Gen. C. 8. 
Moring, Crig.-Gen. W:*R. Albright, Col. H. &I.Ray, 1451j- J: 
W. Bardin, Ckyt. Itobt. I ln~cocli ,  a d  another of-liccr In.&bn?$g 
from Ahmnncc. This r i l l  lenve sis to be st~pplicdb y  yotlr 
regiiue.n+t, and the conist ~v i l l  comist of thirteen. 

Col. Cerrr ~vil! report to ron and will upp ply pori with disk 



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVEDEPARTXENT, 

Raleigh, Aug. 7, 1Si'V. 

SIX: The Ch id  Justicc of tIic Snpreiilo Court of this Statc, 
sustaiilcd by liis Associate Justices, has decided that I llitvc ~t 

riglit to dcclnre Counties in R state of insurrection aild to arrcst, 
and hold all suspected persons in such Counties. This I have 
done. 

Eut  the District; Jndge, Xrool+ relying on the fourteenth 
alllendrnent and the act of Congress of 1867,pagc 335, chapter 
9S, has issued a writ of hu6cns coryz~s,commanding the oficer, 
liirl;, to produce before him the bodies uf certain prisoners de- 
tained by my order. 

I cleny his right thus to interfere wit11 the local laws in mnr-
dcr cases. I hold these persons undcr our State laws and under 
the decision of our Supreiue Court Judges who have jurisdic- 
tioil of the whole matter, and i t  is not Lnown to Judge Brooks 
iu what manner or by what tribunal the prisouers will be ex- 
amined and tried. 



The officer will be directed to reply to the writ that he holds 
the prisoners under my order and that he refuses to obey the 
writ. I f  the Narshal shall then call on theposse cornmitatus. 
there may be a conflict; but if he should call first on the Fed- 
eral troops it will be for you,to say whether the troops shall be 
used to take the prisoners out of my hands. 

I t  is my purpose to detain the prisoners unless the army of 
the United States, under your orders, shall demand them. 

A n  early ansver is respectfully requested. 
W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 

[Reply.] 

Gov. W. W. HOLDEN: 

I n  connection with your telegram Aug. 7th, to the President, 
the Attorney General submitted the following : 

ATTORNEYGENERAL'SOFFICE, 
Washington, Aug. S, 1870. 

I do not see how the Un'ited States District Judge can refuse 
to issue the writ if the petition makes ant a case for i t  under 
the ha6eus corpzu act of 1867, 14 statutes, 385. I f  the return 
uncontroverted, or the facts appearing on proof to the Judge 
after a denial by the petitioner, show the arrests to hare been 
made under lawful State authority, he will remand the prisc- 
ners. I n  determining whether the laws of the State authorize 

6 
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the first he will respect the decisions of the State Judge. I ad-
vise that the State authorities yield to the United States Jndi- 
ciary. 

(Signed) A. T. ACKERMAN, 
Attorney General. 

The President directs me to communicate to yon the fore- 
goins opinion of the Attorney General. 

WM. TV. BELKNAP, 
Secretary o f  1Va~. 

(Gov. IIoldeli t o  Col. J i i ~ k . )  

STATE O F  X O E T H  CAROLINA, 
A~JUTXNT OFFICE,GESERSL~ 

Raleigh, August 11, 1S'iO. 

Col. G. \Q. Kirk, Commanding 2nd 12egimen.t 113. C. S, T., 
will parole all his prisoners, in  vhose honor he can confide, to 
report to him at  Cotnpany Shops at ten o'clock, A. M., on the 
15th instant. H e  mill also take the necessary steps to secure 
the attendance uf all witnesses at Jhis time. 

Col. IGrk mill leave one hundred piclied men, under com-
petent oficers at Panceyville, and move the rest of his com-
mand, with baggage, to Company Shops, tczking special cam 
that his prisoners are not maltreated or  abased. 

By command of Gov. Holden : 
A. W.FISHER, 

Aci'jutaszt GemvuZ. 



[GOY.Holden to Chief Justice Pearson.] 

STATE O F  NORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUTITEDEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh, Ang. 15t11, 1870. 

To the HON.It. N. PEARSON, 
Chief Jz~sticeSzpreme Cozcrt of No13th Carolina : 

DEARSIX:-In illy answer to the notices served upon me 
by the Narshal of the Snpretnc Conrt, in the matter of 
Adolphus G. Noore and others, ex yarte, I stated to your 
Honor that at  that time the public interests forbade rile to 
permit Col. George W. Kirk to bring before your Honor tho 
said parties; at  tho same time I assnred your EIonor that as 
soon as the safety of the State should justify it, I ~vonld cheer- 
fully restore the civil power, and cause the said parties to be 
brought befbre you, together with the canse of their caption 
and detention. 

That time has arrived, and I have ordered Col. Geo. W. 
Kirk to obey the writs of I~abeas c o r p s  issued by your IIonor. 
As the nnxnber of prisoners and witnesses is consiclerable, I 
mould suggest to your Honor that i t  would be more convenient 
to make retnrn to the writs at tlis capitol in Enleigh. Col. 
IKirli is prepnrcd to l~lakc snoli return as soon as your TIonor 
shall arrive in Ealeigh. 

With great respect, 
Your obedient bervant, 

?V. IT.HOLDEN, Govemw, 
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[Chief Justice Pearson to  GOT. Holden.] 

To his Excellency, Gov. HOLDEN: 

DEAR SIR: Pour communication of the 15th inst., as 
handed to me by Mr. Neathery. 

I will be in the Supreme Couri room at 1 0  o'clock, A. M., 
19th inst., to receive the return by Col. Kirk, of the bodies of 
A. G. Moore and others, (in whose behalf writs of ha6eas corpus 
have heretofore been issued by me,) together with the cause of 
their arrest and detention. 

Receiving the return after the delay to which you allude of 
several weeks, is not to be taken as concurring, on my part, in 
the necessity for the delay, or as assuming any portion of 
responsibility in regard to it. The entire responsibility rests 
on you. I mas unwilling to plunge the State into a civil war, 
upon a mere question of time. 

?Tith great respect, 
Your obedient Servant, 

R. M. PEARSON, J S. C. 

[Gov. Holden to Col. Kirk.] 

STATE O F  NORTH CAROLINA, 
EXECUT~VEDEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh, Aug. 22d, 1870. 

COL. GEO. W. KIRK,Graham, A? 0.: 

SIR: Mr. Thos. M. I-Iolt seems to be apprehensive that his 
property is in danger on account of the feeling of some of the 
soldiers against him. 
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I do not know vhat fotiudation there is for this fear, but I 
tvrite to instruct you to be vigilant to see that no injury is 
done to his property. Thosemho break the law should be ar- 
rested and punished, and those who are not charged with 
crime should be protected in their persons and property. 

Very respectfully, 
TV. W. HOLDEN, 

Governor and Commander-in-Chi$. 
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CONFESSION OF JASPER N. WOOY. 

Jasper N. Wood, a citizen of Alaruance County, residing in 
Albright's Township, voluntarily, and of his o r n  accord, doth 
confess and say : 

That sometime during the year 1S6S,before the election, he 
was initiated into the Order of the '' Vhi te  Brotherhood," by 
one Michael, or McMichael, from Gnilford County, in Jacob 
Long's room, in the tovn of Graham, having been carried 
there by a person from Person, who, at  the time, vas a buggy- 
maker in  the shop of H e n r ~  Loy ; don't recollect his name. 
That he found assembled in Long) room, Nichael, named 
above, Jacob Long, Joe Freeland, Geo. Ellington, Seymore 
Coble, and one Moore, from Gnilford, and the buggy-maker. 
That is all that he recollects as being present. Freeland, 
EEingtor,, and Coble, and himself were then initiated. The 
object of the organization nras explained, he thinks, by Michael, 
to be the defeat of the Radical party. An oath was adminis- 
tered to ns by Michael, the purport of which he cannot now 
recollect. H e  recollects, however, that they were sworn to 
obey their superior oEcers. Michael, or McMichael, appointed 
Jacob Long, Chief, calling the association Camp 1, or First 
Caml), and giving Long a copy of the by-laws, vhicb were then 
read. One clause of the by-laws he recollects to be that the 
members were to obey their superior ofhers, and do whaterer 
the Camp directed or ordered them to do. Also, that all 
persons proposed as members mere to be voted for, and a cer- 
tain number of votes would reject. Michael explained the 
signs, grips and pass-words, and stated that the Order origina- 
ted in Tennessee during the administration of Qov. Bron-nlom, 
and that Andrew Johnston, then President of the United 
States, was Chief of the Order in the United States, and that 
the Order was spread throughout this State  and the United 
States. A t  that meeting Jacob Long mas appointed Chief of 
the County. H e  appointed the time and the place of thenext 



meeting, which was between Graham and Alamance Creek, 
in the woods. 

This meeting happened tmo or three days after the first. H e  
was elected 1st Lieutenant, and he thinks George Ellington, 
2d. A t  the 4th meeting, Camp No. 2 was established, before 
which there had been invited, besides those mentioned in the 
first meeting, John G. Albright, Geo. Bason, Isaac Holt, Jas. 
W. Fonst, James Coble, Stanford Murphy, John R. Stockard, 
-Trothinger, John G. Albright. When Camp No. 2, was 
established, there were present, himself, Stockard, Long, 
Trothinger, Freeland, the buggy-maker, and he thinks John 
G. Albright. H e  mas appointed Chief of the Camp. The 
next meeting Sey~uore Coble vas  appointed 1st Lientenant. 
Calvin Roberts and 'CTTm.Norwood were initiated. H e  and 
Coble had disguises, and the other members were ordered to 
procure them as soon as practicable. The disguises were a 
long, loose, white gown, generally a paper cap, with a lnasli 
for the face. This disguise mas adopted to prevent candidates 
seeing who were present when they mere initiated. 

There were several other meetings of this camp at  different 
places, in the moods at  night, a t  which Joe Stochrcl, Wln. 
Stockard, Thos. Moore, -Griffin, Claibonrne Gutherie, 
Alfred Nemlin, John Newlin, John Wood, Will. P. Thomp-
son, and several others whom he does not recollect became 
members. Abont this time Camp No. '7 was organized, with 
Wm. Stoclcard as Chief and John Nevlin as first Lieutenant. 
Up to this time-some time in the Fall or Winter of lSGS, 
there had been no violence committed. Some time after 
Camp No. '7 was established, Jacob Long called a county meet- 
ing of all the camps, to be held at Graham. H e  W ~ Spresent, 
and some f l t y  or sixty others. Long made a speech, in rrhich 
he cautioned the members against talking too freely, as their 
safety depended upon their secrecy. After his speech, David 
Nebane and Will. Faucett, informed him, Long, that in their 
neighborhood an old negro man had been turned ont of his 
house by ajury, and that the negro had afterrnard burned the 
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house down, and asked what ought to be done with him. 
Long replied that hanging was none too good for him. Nebane 
then asked that i t  be r u t  to a vote in that meeting, stating 
that he was opposed to hanging, and moved that fifty lashes 
be given hirn, the old negro man. This he (Wood) opposed, 
stating as his reason, that the rnelnbeis of the county meeting 
were unacquainted with the circumstances, and that he thought 
the matter should be left to the camp in the neighborhood of 
which the circumstances occnrred. H e  was overruled, and 
Xebane,s motion for the hipping agreed to. This whipping 
never took place as he knows of. 

Before the meeting adjourned, Long appointed a parade in 
silence in the town of Graham, and appointed him (Wood) to 
cond~lct it. Some week or two afterward the parade took 
place, but he (Wood) Tws not there, his wife being sick. 
After this, some week or two, Long called another meeting of 
the different camps in  the woods near Graham. When assem- 
bled, Long told them that he should call no more county 
meeting, as there was too much noise and confusion, and dan- 
ger of detection ; that he was opposed to whipping and taking 
notice of frivolous matters; that the only punishment they 
ought to inflict mas death, and that in the case of rape and 
snch like when the civil authority did not punish the guilty. 

There were no more county meetings, nor any meeting of 
the camp of which I was chief. I t  dropped. Whether any 
other camp in  the county was kept up after that he does not 
know. The chiefs of the several camps were : Of the first, 
Jacob Long, who was chief of the county ; of the second, Jas- 
per N. Wood ; of the third, Geo. Anthony, he  thinks; of the 
sisth, David Mebane ; of the seventh, Wm. Stockard; John 
Dunham was a chief, but the number of the camp he don't 
know. 

After this he heard from George Baron, that there was pro- 
bably another Order, and that James Patterson knew some- 
thing about it. Shortly afterward, at  Graham, James Patter-
son and Arrnitad Patterson swore him into the Order I-a o m  



as the Constitutional Onion Guards. The oath he then took, 
or a copy of it, he sent to the Governor. There were present 
at  the time Patterson Segvin, James Hunter, John Stockard, 
he thinks, Lug. Scott, and James Frost. They were all sworn 
to obey strictly the orders of their superior officers. Patterson 
had the evening before established a Elan  on the Southside of 
the Alamance, of which he, Wood, was appointed South Com-
mander. A t  the same meeting the following officers were 
elected : 

James Bradshaw, North Commander. 
Pope Bradshaw, East Commander. 
Joe B Thompson, West Commander. 
John Wood, Secretmy. 
John Teer, Treasurer. 
Robert Hunter, Inside Guard. 
Richard Thompson, Ontside Guard. 
A t  this and subsequent meetings, which were held about 

once a month, the following persous were initiated and sworn, 
to-wit: Wm. Alexi Wilson, John N e d i n ,  George Stoppard, 
Wm. Mebane, Turner Bradshaw, Patterson Thompson, Sirem 
Bradshaw and others. 

This Klan and Patterson's IIlan agreed to exchange work, 
if nothing was done rashly. 

Mike Thompson told him (Wood) that Oscar Teer, Mike 
Teer, J im  Eradshaw and himself were a t  the hanging of the 
negroes who were execnted for barn burning in Orange ; dso 
that 001. Webb and himself took the two negro men out of the 
house. Shortly afterward Jim Bradshaw and others sent him 
(Wood) word that a raid was to be made upon the house sf  
Oaswell Holt, a colored man, to destroy his house and effeck. 
H e  (Wood) refused to go. Jas. Frost told him that upon the 
ref~~sa lof Holt to open the door, that J im  Bradshaw shot 
through the door, wounding him. Some time after the above 
occurrence J im Bradellaw, who had been to Hillsborough, 
brought him (Wood) a note which, after reading, I was to de-
liver to James Patterson. The note read as follows : 
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"Resolred in solemn Council, that one ShoEner, who intro- 
aimed the Military Bill, shall be execnted on -night." 

The date he does not recollect. This note was signed in 
cypher, which he, Wood and Patterson, could not read. Both 
%e, Foust and Patterson, refused to have anything to do with 
if. Jim Bradsham stated, so Foust said, that he was in  council, 
in 13[illsborough, v i th  Col. Webb, Nash, Strndwick, and others, 
nhen this plot was agreed upon. 

As to the Outlaw murder, he (Wood) heard J. E.Stockard 
say that he slept with a man who was there the night it took 
place. Nike Thompson told him (Wood) afterward that bnt 
three men took hold of Outlaw, of mhom M. Thompson and 
J i m  Bradshaw were two ; that the crowd in attendance were 
from Orange and Alamance. Fisher Bradshaw, a t  a party 
near his (Wood's) house, told him (Wood) " tha t  old Bill 
Pnryear had reported somebody the other side of the river, 
and mould, he expected, go up that night." Dr. Wilson, on 
the day Puryear's body was found, said, in Wood's presence, 
that the body, from what he could learn, had changed its posi- 
tion in the water. 

J. N. WOOD. 
Witnesses :-WM. J. CLARKE,S. A. DOGGLAS. 

I further state that, a t  the time of my joining. the organiza- 
tion, I was informed, by the man who initiated me, that Jo. 
Turner was commander of the State Central Klan. 

J. N. WOOD. 
Witnesses :-Wx. J. CLARKE,S. A. DOUGLAS. 



TESTIMONP AND DECISIONS. 

STATE vs. F. A. WILEy. 

IX~~CC'?'~C?.-COXPLICITY THE MURDER O F  SENATOR .TOHN TV. 

STEPHENS, O F  CASTVELL COUNTY. 

At Chambers, 'nlcigh, Monday, August 22d, 1670, before CHIEF JCSTICC 
Psaasos nnd JUSTICEDICIL 

TESTIMONY O F  DR. N. 31. ROAN. 

Dr. N. M. ROAN was called as the first witness on the 
part of the State. H e  gave a description of courthouse 
bmilding. I Ie  said that he was sent for on Sunday morning ; 
went into room ~vhere the body lay; the door was opened 
before he  got thelee ; the corpse was lying in a hollow in the 
pile of wood at the north side of the room ; knees and arms 
were drawn up, three stabs were discernable, a rope was around 
the neck, known as a grass rope, drawn tightly in a noose, 
with two ends both hanging from behind ; two of the stabs 
were in the neck, one severing the windpipe ; another pierced 
the heart ; a knife mas lying near the body, i t  had a buckhorn 
handle, two blades, one of which was open, about three inches 
long and three-fourths an ~ n c h  in width ; the rope was dramn 
tightly around the neck, sinking into the skin; there were 
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considerable signs of blood on the wood and plastering ; the 
stabs had been inflicted rapidly, and strangulatiol~ was effected 
before the infliction of the mounds. No portion of the body 
touched the floor ; i t  lay in a space in the wood-pile, and could 
not have been seen during the night-search, from the windows ; 
a few sticks of wood were under it. The back was toward the 
east, the side towards the wall. There mas no doubt that 
Stephens was killed in the room. Say- no signs of blood at  
the window till next morning, then saw a drop on the granite 
sill and on the box, as if i t  fell and split ; i t  v a s  florid and 
fresh. H e  had ordered the use of the box at the window ledge 
for the night-search. There was no blood on the floor. A 
servant got the box. One of Stephens' brothers made exami- 
nation. A candle was nsed, for the night had set in. When 
the windows were down a stick was mually put ~zpto confine 
them ; the door of this room was bolted, as he learned, that 
night; there was a thnnib bolt at the hasp. E e  was not 
present when the door was opened. No key mas secn by him. 
The spot of blood 011 the window sill might have been made 
by the print of a finger, a step could have produced it, bnt 
there was no blood on the floor. The body might have been 
seen ir, the day. I t  was not discoverable by candle-light. 
Had been asked perrnission to search the courthouse on the 
night of the mnrder. The south window n-as too high to 
make an examination, both windows 011 the e a ~ t  were used. 
Permission was asked for the search by Mr. T. Stephens and 
Cooke. Door was closed. Didn't Bnom where the key was. 
Was not asked for it. Granite would not absorb blood as 
readily as wood, and stains upon it wodd  appear more plain 
and distinct. 

TESTIMONY 02' DANIEL JOHNSON. 

JOIXNSONDANIEL (colored) was called for the State and on 
motion, charged to deliver the truth. He testified substan-
tially as follows : I live in Yanceyville. A t  home on the day 



of the murder till 3 or 4 o'clock. Went dovn town to the 
courthouse. Mr. Hill was speaking. H e  said but a few words 
before the meeting broke up. Dr. Roan said hold on, that the 
colored meeting on next Saturday would be protected, R-c. ; 
after meeting was over about sunset Mr. Stephens' hired man 
Lafayette Graves, came to him and said Mr. S. was missing ; 
went home ; Squire Cooke said same thing ;went down town ; 
n crowd mas at  the two Mr. Stephens and a Mr. Hemphill ; 
other white men came afterwards ; search was made and all 
bnt three rooms examined, one of them beiug the room where 
Mr. S. lay, the other two were the lawyers' rooms ; there was 
no key to the clerk and master% room; went round to the 
windows ;Dr. Roan ordered the box, but couldn't see in the 
room. Fifteen or twenty persons remained there all night on 
guard ; none of them inside of the enclosure, save Mr. Hemp- 
hill, who staid in the passage-may some of the time. Crowds 
were on the street all night, a t  the stores, principally. Both 
parties could be seen. A t  daybreak the body .~t-as discovered. 
Dr. Roan was sent for. Sam Crowder entered the window; 
he removed the hasp ; both the tongue of the lock and the 
thnmb-bolt were out; there was no key to be found ; the jury 
had been summoned and entered ; the body lay in the hollow 
of the vood-pile, two sticks supporting the head on each side ; 
there was the print of a shoe on the hat of the deceased, lying 
on the floor ; his stick mas near a yriting-table ; the wound 
in the heart was not discovered until the body had been strip- 
ped for mashing ; mas one of the jury at the inquest, there 
was a pocket book and pen knife in the clothes of Mr. S. ; 
didn't see any pistol; knew that Mr. S. always went armed ; 
usually he carried three pistols. ME.Wiley said that Mr. Ste- 
phens had asked him on Saturday to go down and have a talk 
v i th  him, for that he vished Mr. W. to run for sherift'. Mr. 
TQiley said he went, but witneas did riot recollect any place 
that Nr. Wiley said that he left Xr .  Stephens. On Saturday 
night search was also made towards the jail ; the crowd re- 
mained near tho conrthouse because it felt certain Mr. Stephens 
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was in there. When the body was found George Borne, a col- 
ored man, first saw it ; said Mr. Stephens was dead as a ham-
mer ;key to room was looked for ;Mr. Norfleet helped to 
search for it ; but i t  could not be fo~znd ; the window was then 
opened and the hasp of the door mas unscrewed, when the eor- 
oner and jnry went in. Mr. Wiley said that he had a talk 
with Mr. Stephens when they went down ; then he went over 
to get some bitters ; that afterwards he had a conversation 
with a former apprentice boy at the south door of the court- 
house-Lee Hensley is his name ; and that he then took his 
horse and went home. There were some papers in Mr. 
Stephens' coat pocket. No money in his purse. Mr. Wiley 
said that Nr. Stephens touched him and said he wanted to talk 
to him, and this was while the meeting up stairs was going on. 
Wheu the body was found the head was propped up by two 
sticks of wood, as if they had been placed there for the purpose. 

TESTIXONY O F  LEWIS UILL. 

LEWISHILL,(colored) was next called for the State and 
sworn. Lives in Tanceyville. Was up stairs in the court-
house a t  the Dcuiooratic meeting on Saturday. Saw Mr. 
Wiley between 2 and 3 come down the gangway, stop a bile, 
touch Nr. Stephens and they both went out. Clay 11ubl)ard 
and J o  Fowler followed them. They went out of sight. 
There was no conversation. Nr. Stephens was lying on a 
bench in the courthouse at the time Wiley approached liim ; 
had not seen Wiley, Hubbard or Fowler since that day ; went 
to a speaking, after the Democratic irieeting adjourned, to a 
colored meeting at  the school house. Did not hear of Mr. 
Stephen's death till next day. I stood on tho left; hand side of 
the room as you go in, and I saw Mr. Stephens about eight 
f'eet away lying down ; I also saw Mr. Wiley touch him and 
they went out together. This was while the meeting was go- 
ing on. Many other people were passing in and out all the 
time, but none went out while this party were moving. I saw 



Clay Hnbbard leave town that evening with his father. EIe 
lives in the country. I have not seen him since. 

The Court adjourned till Tuesday morning. 

This morning Chief Justice Pearson and Justice Dick n-ere 
joined on the bench by Justice Settle. 

TESTIMONY O F  W. E. STEPHENS. 

TIT. H.STEPHENS,hother  of the deceased, was then called 
on the part of the State and examined. Lived at  his brother's. 
H e  left home on the 21st of May about 9 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and stayed about the courthouse till the Democratic 
meeting tool: a recess. Went home and took dinner. There 
met his brother, who ate and left for the town about 20 minutes 
before he did. The ~neeting reassembled at two o'cloek, 
Brother had three pistols usually. Saw hi111 take them ont of 
the wardrobe that morning, and place a ten-shooter in the 
breast pocket of his coat and two derringers, one in  each 
breeches pocliet. Went to courtroom himself. Saw his 
1,rotlier there taking notes of Mr. Eodnett's speech, which was 
personal to him (Stephens). Hodnett said that his brother was 
a spy there to report proceedings to Gov. Holden to repeat to 
Gen. Grant. There was some excitement. Several men over- 
looked Mr. Stephens during this speech. Mr. Kerr was near, 
and so were John G. Lea, Thos. Hubbard and others. A little 
before 4 o'clock, when Eon. E.Brown was speaking, saw Mr. 
Wiley move across the aisle, touch his brother, as he thought, 
a id  says ' L  let's go down stairs," or some remark to that effect. 
Was twelve feet away. Brother was sitting down low on the 
end of a bench. Fifteen or twenty minutes afterwards I left 
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and went towards Harrelson's store. Went to Mr. Groom's, 
brother-in-law to the deceased, and remained there till five in 
the evening. Went home. Found Mrs. Stephens alarmed for 
the absence of her husband. Went up town and enquired for 
him. Went to Mr. Groom's again and called out my younger 
brother. Both returned and walked to rear of courthouse, 
when they advised with Mr. Neal, who said i t  was better to 
make no alarm. Sent for Cooke, a colored magistrate, who 
ven t  with younger brother to Dr. Roan's for the keys. Got 
snch as conld be found. Searched the courtroom, the grand 
jnry and the cotnmissioners' room. The clerk and master's 
room was closed. Dr. Roan sent to Mr. Norfleet's for the key, 
but i t  could not be found. Went outside and procured a 
candle. Dr. Roan ordered a box to be set under the east win- 
dows. Mr. Groom looked in and saw nothing. There was 
no suggestion as to opening the windows. They hoisted by 
pulleys and no stick was seen on the top to confine them. 
Crowd had collected in front. A squad was there, one on the 
east, one on the west, and another in the rear, where witness 
romained, with brother and Hemphill. Saw J o  Fowler and 
Eubbard setting on the toy of a bench in the rear of the bar, 
and they went down n few minutes after the deceased and Mr. 
Wiley vent  down stairs. No moon rose till after two that 
night, i t  was star light, with a slight air stirring. There are 
doors at  each side on the steps going up stairs, and the left 
door is usually open. Mr. Norfleet keeps the keys. When 
search was made the body could not have been seen plainly 
from the southeast winiluw, owing to its position and to the 
chimney. The cane was first seen next morning. Then a t  
the east window the body was discovered by George Bowe, 
who said, "here he is, dead as a hammer." His hat was 
found between the body and mall, near the floor. The wood- 
pile, where the body lay was hollowed out, and was abont 3 
feet long and 3 feet high. The deceased lived about a quarter 
of a mile from the coarthonse. Mrs. Stephens is a sister of 
Nr. Groom. 



RICHARD GRATES, (colored,) for the S5;ate, mas next examined. 
Live in Psnceyville. Know both Mr. Yiley and Mr. Stephens. 
Was in the Courthouse at  the meeting on Saturday. Heard 
Mr. Hodnett's speech. While Nr. 2,own was speaking 3Ir. 
Wiley came in ; he walked up the 'isle, stopped a moment, 
returned and touched Xr. Stephcx, aud they went out 
together. I was standing near the middle of the room. Mr. 
Stephens was sitting back of me nt the end of a bench near 
the wall. When they went dor. i: ,saw him no more. R e  
put on his hat before he left,-- i soft, hinck felt hat. 

Mtm; LEATH, (colored,) also for tlie State, was next examined. 
Live in 1-ancey\ ille. Was at the Democratic meeting. Saw 
Ms. Stephens there about 3 o'clock. Saw him no more. Left 
before the meeting adjourned. Stayed on the p~lblic square 
or the street in front of the conrt house, nntil witness went to 
the Republican meeting at the Schoolhouse, abont 'a quarter 
of a mile away. 

TESTIMONY O F  .JOSEPH WONACIi. 

JOSEPHWOJIACK,(colored,) was called for the State. Live 
i n  Yanceyrille township. Was ill town on Saturday. Got to 
town at  the meeting. Was at  the courthouse gate when the 
clock struck four. Desired to see Mr. Stephens, who was a 
magistrate, because having been whipped by the Xu IClux 
before, I feared them again, from the threats of Mr. Charnley. 
I desired to obtain a warrant and bind him to the peace. Saw 
a stranger at  the gate,-a colored man,-of whom inquired 
where was Mr. Stephens. The reply was that he was down-
stairs at  the tax-room. The colored man said he had just 

7 
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come froill the railroad where he had been at  work. Stood 
and waited there awhile iuside the enclosnre. Did not go up 
stairs at  all. A meeting ~ r a sgoing on there. Loolied down 
the gronnd-floor passag$ wag. Saw men come ont of the lower 
door to the left,-first Mr. Wiley, nest, J im  Mitchell, then 
Logan Totten, and three other unknown parties. Mr. Wiley 
came straight on. The others disaypeibred ; witness did'nt 
linow where. ?Viley passed him from 6 to 8 feet distant. He 
looked as if he had been exerting himself, for he vas  sweating. 
Not seeing Mr. Stephens I then went to the Republican meet- 
ing at the schoolhouse. IVhen Mr. Wiley came out one man 
seemed to lag behind and pn:2 the door to. It was only a mo- 
ment. I was afraid for my life to say anything about this at  
the inquest. I told Iiuffin Hill of i t  on Tuesday morning after 
the murder, when I left for Danville. I was atrnid to remain 
in Pancclyville, becanse I had been linlilnxed before, about 
the 30th of' April. I liad been at Greensboro7, where a trial 
v a s  had before Judge Tourgee, and certain men bound over to 
the peace. When the regulars came to Danville to go to 
Yanceyville I followed ; was there when Kirk came and gave 
my evidence to him. I was afraid for my life to say it before 
that time for I mould hare been killed. I stood guard on the 
night of the murder. SRW the candle, but knew nothing of 
the box. Ruffin IIill sent tor me, arid I went to the court- 
honse that night. 0 1 1  Snnday 1 ~ e n tto plwching early. 
IIeard of the tnnrcler a i d  discovery ui' the body t1m.e. C:WC 
back and was at the inquest on Monday. On Tnesclaj I 
!eft Yanceydle. Af'ter~rardsI retnmed to Tfanceyville. Then 
went to Graham, since Col. Iiirk had my evidence. Went to 
Salisbury with the troops and came to Raleigh as a witness to 
malie ing report. 

HILL,
RUFFIN colored, was called, and he corohorsted the 
statement that Joseph Womack had told him, concerning the 



seeing of Xr. TViley and others come out of the last room on 
the left of the conrt honse passage, about Io'clocl< on Satur- 
day wening;  auii said that he was cautioned to keep the 
matter secret. H e  didn't lxzow, but was confident that Wo- 
~nack remained about Tanceyville a few days aftermrds. EIe 
lived with 'CViley Tnrner, ~~T-here TVolnacli usually stared, in 
the nest room, and was hirilself einployed in farming ; but he 
could not give place or particulars as to whether he saiv or 
knew of TVomack7s presence in Panceyville after Tuesday. 
Was on guard o ! ~Saturclay night. Scut for TVomack. Saw 
Nr. I-Iemphill in the passage of the court lionse that night. 
Wheu the body was found was sent to obtain a l m n  to go to 
Eockingham to get Nr .  Stephens' brother. RetnrnecI to the 
conrt honse and heard the inquest. Gave his evidence to a 
soldier at the court honse, since Kirk's arrival there. Diiln't 
l i n o ~him. Came to Raleigh on S~tnrclay night last. 

B E X J A ~ NSHIW, (colored) said he was at the court house 
on Saturday about a cjuarter to -1 o'clock to give in taxes. 
I Ie  was accompained by Joseph Pinnis. I Ie  en te~ed tlle 
lower pssage way and wa h d  clown it, passing Lnivye~ 
Watt and the county clcrk, Nr.  Crannon, to where lie saw 
a crowd of gentlemen :it the south door. Nil.. 7Viley was 
just goiug oxt of the door. 118 saw also Mr. Jo. F o ~ l e r ,  
Jolin Lea, and Tucker Cennett standing there, except Fowler 
who was sitting down conversing wit11 other parties. I Ie  ob- 
served the tax-collector in the room above, and he turned in 
there, where he gave in  his tax. Afterwards saw Mr. Wiley 
at the p u ~ n y  in the public square, get into his buggy and start 
for home. I le  also observed Mr. Sam. Hill and Mr. Hemphill 
together that evening talking, while they vere passing the 
street, and noticed nothing else of n peculiar character. The 
Democratic uleeting had adjourned when lie vent  t o  the court-
house. 
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TESTIXOYT O F  JUDY ROBINSON. 

ROBLNS~B-,JEDS colored, was next examined. She said that 
late in the afternoon she went down tovn to Mr. Harrelson's 
store. While she v a s  there Mr. Wiley came in. He took off 
his hat and passed his hand over his forehead. Some one, 
unknown to the witness, asked him if he had been rnnning, 
because his face was red and fill1 of perspiration. H e  said 
" NO,I have not been running, but worse." H e  then drank 
some rvater, left the store and went towards Mitchell's grocery. 
Witness stayed iu  the store a ~ h i l e  after that and then vent  
home. 

A t  this juncture, R. C. Badger, Esq., announced that the 
State mould rest the case for the present. 

His Honor, the Chief Justice, said that the grisoncr under 
the nerv law had a right to make a statement to the Court if 
he desired to do so. 

Pending which, upon the representation of Qov. Bragg that 
the counsel for the defence desired to take the matter inta 
furthcr consideration, the Cowt adjourned till 9 o'clock on 
Tcdnesday. 

WEDNESDAY,Aug. 24t11, 1570. 

STATEXENT O F  F. A. TVILEP. 

Mr. F. ,4. WILEY, stated that on the 21st of May he a r r i ~ e d  
in Yancepville about 9 o'clock, hitched his horse to the l o c ~ t  



tree near the south door of the conrthonse ;heard a voice ask- 
ing him to come there ; turning, saw i t  mas the late Senator 
Stephens, and as soon as I hitched my horse I valked up the 
steps to Mr. Stephens and Xr. Beraphill. Mr. Stephens said 
that he had been wanting to see me several days, and corn- 
mencecl conversation, vhen Mr. Hemphill left. H e  (Stephens) 
said, nre regard you as a nloderate man and want you to run 
for slieriE of the county. 1 told him that 1 haci no political 
aspirations. W e  talked abvnt half all hour, when he (Ste- 
phen~)  told me not to  make np  niy mind too hurriedly, and 
that he wauted me to help !:armouize the people, when I went 
illto Xr .  Watts' oEce where I oxed some fees. Watts said, 
'' Wlmt ere SOU and Stephens talBing about '?" The Demo- 
cratic lneeting met ~ b o n t10 or 11 o'dock. I participated in 
the meeting nniil 22, when it ~djourned for recess until half 
past me. IZeard L. 13ro-n-n, 001. Withers a d  3.h. I-Toduett 
speak dnring the meeting, n hen I left and ven t  to Xitcldl 's  
store to get some rcfresliinc: ta, ancl on returning i'oand Gedforcl 
Eromn spenliing ; saw Stel!!:ens sitting on the left of the aisle 
taking nolea ; vent  to Stephens, who said lie was busy ; soon 
after tilliing my seat JIr. Kxrtin touched me, and on t n n ~ i n g  
ronncl 311.. Stepllens motioned me io go don711 ; I went out 
first ; Tve stopped on tllc s'rcps w l m  hc stated that if I got the 
Democratic nominxtion to-clay i'or sheriff, we v o d d  (Repnh-
lican party) make no non~ination. T told hiin I codd  not be 
a cmdidntc, when I TI-ent out (leaving Mr. Slepllens in the 
vestibule) to the pnmp vhere I fonncl Mr. Gigelow ; ive had a 
little tnlli mhex Nr .  John 11.Kcrr came up ; T T C ~went to 
Xr. Johnston's store ~rl lereI paid him $50, m d  took his 
receipt ; went back to the coz~rthonso and saw J. C. Wilker-
son ; had n short talk with h i n ~  about the canvass ; saw Mr. 
Stephens at the assessor's room ; called 3fr. W's attention to 
hini ; I then ment 0111; to the public sqnare and sam Mr. Jerry 
Sinit11 ; aslied Mr. Wilkerson to go and get souie bitters ; 
went to I-Tarrelson cSS BIcliee's store, got our bitters ; \vent out 
along by the pnlny ancl drug store ; I then ment through the 
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courthouse to the south door, and sav  Hamp Johnston ; asked 
him to hitch my horse ; I saw Lee Hensley, a colored boy vhonl 
I had bound out ; he wanted to know if he  codd get any 
damages ; I advised him to procure co~znsel ; I also salt. Dr. 
Richmond ; I teased Hamp about a roman who r a s  living at  
my house; I sax* se~erxl  pexons as I passed through the 
courthouse ; I wanted to see Henry Brnnnon ; wcnt to his 
door ancl fonud i t  locked ; I then vent  to Henderson's store 
for a b ~ ~ c k e t  to \rater my horse, r h o  had been standing all day 
v-ithont water ; I proculd  a noggin and went to the ynnlp, 
and a colored man watered t u ~horse for me ; I pot in my 
buggy and started Iioine ; BIP.TVilBerion went seven miles 
with inc, and Mr. Siilith rent w t : i  me to niygnfe, a n d  vithin 
one-half inile of my house ; we met several persons on the road. 

To SETTLE J.-I had a clifficnlty n-it11 one of my hands and. 
the case was tried by Stephens, x-110 dischaxyecl i t  with satis- 
faction to l ~ t h  parties ; the people were down on him on 
account o:'!iis political opinions ; 1 said to JIr. w a t t s  that the 
people might cro\\- and scorn Mr. Stephens, but I should alvnys 
respect lii~n:; Xr .  Stephens took me to be a moderate man in 
politics ; I sm- &Mr. Hemphill and Mr. Stephens standing 
together; I co~ninenced talking to Mr. Stcphens vhen Mr. H. 
left; I am not positive n-hether I touched him or the bench; 
I Sam- 110 one leave ; we talked abont half an hour; he talked 
to :Lcolored inan ; I did not know the man ; we mere opposite 
the asseesor's room; I was not present ; I nm a inember of one 
secret organization, Masonic ; I am not a member of any secret 
politicsll organization. 

To PEAIZSOK,C. J.-I have no p y  to account for the mur- 
der. I think the meeting had adjonrned ; there n-ere a good 
ninny persons in the grand jnry room. 

To SETTLE, J.-DO not know m-hether a noise co~xld be heard 
from one room to the other or not ; I think i t  v a s  bet-coeen 
fom and five o'clock when Mr. Stephens vas conversing with 
the colored man. 



TESTIMONY O F  COL. E. G. WATTS. 

Col. E.B. WATTS, being called and duly morn ,  testified as 
follom : My oEce is the first room on the right ; I was in  my 
ofiice; I saw Mr. Stephens and Mr. Wileg talking ; Mr. Wiley 
came to my oece, but remained but a short tirne ; am positive 
that Xr .  Wiley vore a black cloth coat; m s  in the meeting 
in  the afternoon; L. I f .  Totten was secretary; the meeting 
forgot to appoint delegates to tile conve~ltion to be held in 
Greensboro'; the T-estibule pras crowded crlth persons vho had 
gone down from the meeting ; I left nlj- oEce abont s i s  o'clock ; 
a great many persons Tyere passing to the assessor's room ; 
mostly colored, vho  were giving in their taxes ; am not in the 
habit of leaving so soon, but mas requested by my wife to come 
home soon on that evening, to go off~vith her ; do not remetn- 
ber -whether I had a con^-ersation x i th  Mr. Ert~nnonor not ; I 
met Erannon in the vestibule. 

To Mr. EOI-DEN.-Ihad a talk with the clerk after. the meet- 
ing adjourned ; there as no feeling against Senator Stephens, 
except bops crowing at llim on the street. 

To Mr. ERAGG.-I was present mhen Nr. Hodnett spoke, 
and heard him say that besides the $7 per day, Mr. Stephens 
received rnoney as a spy, detective and eaves-dropper. 

To Mr. Boy~m.-The political feeling was very bitter 
against Mr. Stephens ; I have no reason to believe that there 
is an organization to injure the opposition ; I have no reason 
to believe that there is any vigilance committee for that pur- 
pose ; nor any reason to believe, only from rumor, that there 
has been any illegal castigation. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--There has been very few whipped, only 
three or four; there was one xhitt: nlsn whipped; I have no 
reason to believe there is an organization called the Icu Klux 
in Caswell. 
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TESTIBIOXY O F  COL. E. B. WITHERS. 

COL. WITHERS dnly morn,  testified-I am a partner of Col. 
Va t t s  ; I --as in the n~eeting in the afternoon ; I was a can- 
didate; made some fern remarks; Nr. Totten was secretary 
and at the clerk's desk. Xr.  Xebane was chairman; he 
called Totten and reqneeted us to remain. W e  went to the 
jnry room to arrange about the canvass. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-That Tvaa between four and five o'clock. 
I then s ~ e n t  to my 1.00111 and found several persons there ; then 
vent  to Colonel Watts and got my horse and writ to 11237 
father-in-lan-'s. I am not married. 

To 51r. CEAGG.-I sleep in my oflice every night except Sntur- 
day and Snnday nights. Ilost nly wife tmo years ago. Uy 
father-in-lam has ruy little child. The conrt house building is 
about one hundred feet long, the vestibule some fim or six yards. 
I have occupied the room as 111~o%ce since 1366; it is aboxlt 
twenty steps from the courthouse door to the gate. I donbt 
if any person conld recognize another froni the gate to any 
distance in the passage, or from x-hnt room any yerson came. 

To PEARSON,@. 3.-Mr. Tottenis name is L. If. Tottcn ; do 
not 1;notv whether lie left before mc or not ; he  lived about sis 
miles from town. 
':To Mr. BOYDEN.-Mr. Totten did not leave his desk during 
the meeting; do not believe there exist any vigilance corn-
mittees or anything else ;Have no reason to believe any peraon 
of the opposite party, either colored or white, has been illegally 
whipped ; I have been retainedin t v o  cases where colored men 
are reported to have been iilegallg whipped ; one was examined 
by Nr. Stephens, and sent on, and the other by Judge Tonrgee. 

To PEARSON,C. 3.-I do not believe there has been any 
illegal d i p p i n g .  

To DICK,J.-I know of no murder in Caswell except Ste- 
Stephens'; I heard of one instance of a colored man near 
Prospect Hill, and Mrs. Stephens' in her SOXI'S house. 



TESTIXONY OF' GEORGE W. PINNIS. 

GEO. W. PIN-~Xsworn ; I was in Panceyville on the day 
of the meeting ; arrived there between 9 and 10 o'clock ;live 
about 1% miles from town ;stayed abont fifteen minutes in the 
meeting ; I sa-w Stephens and walked mith him as far as the 
blaclrsinith shop ; he wanted me to run for sheriff and I de-
clined ; wanted me to run for some of the other oEces, all of 
which I declined ; me went to the co~zrthonse a few moments 
before adjournment ; Stephens thought Wiley ~ o ~ 1 1 dmake a 
good sheriff; I conversed TT-ith Wiley or1 the first of May ;asked 
him if he was going to m n  for sheriff lie said he was not, 
that he had no aspirations, but manted to educate his children 
and attend to his domestic dtnirs and that Stephens had clone 
him a favor ~rliich he slionlcl nex-er forget ; do not emem em be^ 
how the conversation started about Stephens ; Wiley stated 
that he mas banned, and because he did not vote, hc was 
branded mith raclicnlism. 

To Xi*.BOTDEX.-A very Litter ieeling existed among some 
people against Mr. Stephens. 

To P x ~ n s o ~ ,  C .  J.-Mr. Stepliens first suggested to me to 
go to the xeeting. Nr .  Scegllons was not in the habit of at- 
tending Deinocratic meetings. 

JOHNMCIKEE(youtll) being called and dnly sworn, said he 
was 14years old, and son of Xr. -Mcliee, tlic storelleeper. 
Went to the meeting in the esening, bnt did not stay long ; 
saw Mr. Stephens, also Nr.  Wi1e;y ; saw Nr .  Stephens touch 
Mr. IVileg on the leg. I left both in the meeting. Mr. Ste-
phens was sitting down. I did not go back any more. 

To Xr. B o y ~ ~ ~ . - - H a v ebeen esamined before. . 
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TESTIMONY O F  BRYCE HARRISOS. 

BRYCEH ~ R I S O N ,being morn,  said he lived in Panceyville; 
went to the meeting in  the afternoon while Mr. L. B r o w  r a s  
speaking :, saw T i l e y  speak to Stephens. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Last I saw of Stephens he was getting 
his cane ; did not see him leave. I left a t  the adjournment. I 
saw Mr. Wiley, who had bought a bottle of bitters, and told 
him not to open i t  as I had some. Saw a conversation be-
trreen Wiley and Stephens, but did not hear any of it. Did 
not notice when Mr. Stephens left the meeting. I left the 
meeting shortly after and vent  up the street abont 75 yards, 
had a short conversation n-ith Mr. Hodnett, and went back to 
the store, where I saw Mr. Wiley and Mr. Wilkerson drinking 
bitters. Mr. Wile7 stayed only a short time. 

To Mr. BOPDEN.-I have been examined before. [Xr Boy- 
den read a former examination ~vhich the witness pronounced 
correct escept in one or two instances.] I v e n t  into the vesti- 
bnle but did not notice any one in the passage or vestibule ; 
there was a bitter feeling against Mr. Stephens; I have no 
reason to believe that there has been any white or colored pun- 
ished for the supposed violation of the State lams ; I know of 
no organizations called the Ku Klnx, vigilance committee or 
by any other name. 

To Mr. ERAGC+-Ihave lleczrd of three cases of whipping. 

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE BIGELOW. 

GEORGEBIGELOTVstated that he lived in Caswell, about two 
and a half miles from Panceyville, and was a t  the meeting in 
the evening and remained abont half an hour ; arrived abont 
nine o'clock ; saw Mr. Stephens at  the meeting; went out over 
to Harrelson and McKee's store; saw Mr. Wiley come out 
and had a short conversation with him ; Mr. Brown was speak-
ing, knew by hid voice ; s a s  Mr. Wiley three or four times 



after in passing ; saw him at the pump watering his horse just 
before; lett a short time after; r e n t  up the street abont 
seventy-five yards ; talked to Hodnett ; r e n t  back to store; 
saw Wiley and Wilkerson drinking bitters; Wiley stayed a 
short time. 

To PEAR~OX,C. J.-Think i t  r a s  abont five o'clock ; left 
town for ho~ne  abont an hour after ; George Bigelow wentwith 
me ;  he liaes at  my lionse ; saw Nr. Dismuke at  -store ; 
also saw Jerry Smith. 

To Mr. Born~s,--No one was speaking rrheli the call for 
Nr. Brown vas  made ; met Mr. Brosrn going formard as I sras 
coniing out ; left Mr. Wileg in the room when I went out ; 
have not been examined beforc ; did not see Mr. Stephens or 
Mr. T i l e y  leave the meeting ; that vas betr~een fonr ancl five 
o'cloclr ; think MY.I-llill spoke after Mr. Bron-n ; Lave no reason 
to believe that there is an organization in Caswell for the 
illegal punishment of vhite or colored persons for the ~iolat ion 
of the State laws ; Mr. Stephens made many enemies by har- 
rassing the people, but do :lot believe there vas  a general bitter 
feeling against him throughout the County; Nr .  Iiodnett 
scored Nr.  Stephens very heavy and bore down on him pretty 
severe, said that Mr. Stephens got more money than he 
onght to. 

To Mr. E ~ n ~ a - T a l k e d  with Mr. Wiley, he said he got in 
a difficulty with one of his hands, and the case was carried 
before Mr. Stephens, ancl that he fared much better than he 
expected ; Nr.  Stephens and Mr. Wiley were, as far as I laow, 
on the best of terms, but differed in politics; believe there 
Tvas some three or fonr persons whipped, bnt do not believe 
there was any regular organized body for that purpose, but 
there was an understanding to go and do the whipping ; do 
not know that they came from another County, but heard a t  
Prospect Hill they came from Orange; their horses vere dis- 
guised ; do not know how many there were of' them. 

CHIEFJUSTIOE.-Is i t  a matter of such little consequence as 
not to be recollected ? 
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WITNESS.-I belieye there vere five cases of whipping and 
tvio murders. A colored man by the name of Jacobs was oo 
the road-side watching for a chance to Bill a Ku Klns  mhen he 
got killed himself. 

TESTUIONY O F  JA3IES A. IIOPKINS. 

JAXESA. IIo~ixrxs, examined : Stated that lie lived in Cas- 
well and abont three miles from to rn ,  and mas in Yanceyville 
on the day of the meeting. Am acting as deputy assessor ;mas 
in the grand jury room engaged in taking the iist ; mas in  
the meeting both morning and eveniag, and left while Nr .  
Eodnett was speaking and went to the grand jnry room to 
take the list of Nr.  Sv-ann, ~ 1 1 0wns in a hnrry for me to take 
his list as lie had a sick cllil~l at holm; did not retnrn to the 
meeting any more ; left the o%ce abont 6 o'elocl;. ; most of the 
persons who cm1e in wele colored ; saw Nr.  Stephens i n  the 
oEce, who calile in and ivallced nronncl to the rear of the crowd ; 
have no donbt bnt that i t  was 31r. Stephens ; did not notice 
him m y  more, and do not know d e n  he left : i t  was abont 
half nn hour after I left the meeting ~v11cn I saw Mr Stephens ; 
a great nxmy :yere passing in and out. 

To PEAESON,C .  J.-Looked the door and carried the Beg .to 
Nr .  Korfleet's store ml~o hail charge of the Bcjs. Two or three 
white men came in the assessor's ~001~1. 

To I\lr. B o u ~ ~ ~ . - - T h i n b  i t  was abont half an honr after I 
left the nieeting ; do not h o r n  of any organizntion in CnswelJ. 
for the purpose of punishing whitc nnd colored people nor any 
vigilance coimlitte for theft. 

CIIIEF JUSTICE-Do yon believe there is nr: orgnnizetion in 
Casmell county for that pnrpose ? 

Wsmsss.-I do not believe there is. 
To Mr. BOYDEN.-DOnot believe that there T V C ~ Cm y  parties 

in  the County who were in the habit of going in disguise. My 
iln~nediate neighborhood is very orderly ; no cases of castiga- 
tion or any other illegal punishment ; do not believe there is 



any Ku Klux organization ;know of but Yery little bitter party 
feeling against Mr. Stephens ; Mr. Hodnett spoke severe11 
against Mr. Stephens and said to the crowd that "your Sena- 
tor had received $7 per day besides a fee for acting as spy on 
the people of Caswell ;" saw Nr.  Stephens in the courthonse. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Was about 25 or 30 feet from the room 
in which the deceased was found ; beard no noise after I s a r  
Mr. Stephens ; heard no scuffle Qr exclamation. 

To DICK, J.-Think i t  was the fourth day on which I was 
taking the tax list; saw no one go in or out of the room in 
which the deceased vias found ; did not see the door open ; 
the private door at  the back of the courthouse is usually kept 
closed. 

TESTIMONY O F  BRSXCEI PIXNIX. 

BRAKCEIPINNIX,called, sworn and examined : stated that, 
he was a little deaf, and that he lived in Caswell connty, and 
about 12  miles from to~vn ; was at the meeting, and left be-
tween 4 and 5 o'clock. Dr. Roan spolie to the colored people, 
and said they conld have the court house to hold a meeting, 
bnt did not v a n t  them to a b ~ ~ s e  After the crowd dsspersed, it. 
went to Mr. Sorfleet's store to look for Mr. Bain, then to Hen- 
derson's store, Mr. Mitchell's house, and to the clerk's oEice, 
and found the door locked ; saw the door of the room opened 
in which the deceased ~ w sfound ; looked in but saw no one; 
was looking for Nr. Bain ; found hitn near the front gate; he 
got his horse and me started for home ; I got lmne about sun- 
down ;thick i t  was twenty or thirty minutes after I saw the 
door open before I left. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-We both rode horseback ; did not want 
to be in the dark ;we travelled pretty fast ; saw Mr. TViley on 
my may to the court house ; have no doubt of the door being 
open ; Mr. Wiley wore a black cloth coat and T think dark 
grey pants. 

To Mr. ~ o T D & N . - - D ~ ~not see Mr. Stephens ; did not know 
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him ; travelled in an ordinary trot; it is eleven miles to Nr.  
3Iitchell:s and t d v e  to my house ; am not mistaken in the 
door (the plan of bnildlng produced and the door pointed out) 
have not been in Yanceyville since ; heard at  Nebanesville, 
while on my v a y  to Salem, for the first time of the murder ; 
i t  v a s  the nearest door to me d e n  I turned to retrace my steps 
through the court house ; there is some extremely bitter feel- 
ings amorg the Democl.ats ; believe there mere persons who 
ven t  dipguised in the county for the pnrpose of chastising the 
colored people for stealing. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Do not recollect seeing any one at the 
south door ; saw no one in the assessor's rooni or pnssage ; Mr. 
R P O W ~had finished speaking ; there was no crowd in the pas- 
sage. 

To DICK,J.--Do not recollect. seeing a Bey in the door ; did 
not notice the table; saw the pile of wood but did not notice 
how much. 

TEBTlJIONP O F  J. C. WILPEEZSON. 

J. C, WILKERSON being sworn, said : lie lived in Cas~vell,at 
Leasburg, fourteen miles oft; was at tho meeting, Bnt left 
between four and five o'clock ; left just before Xr .  Hill finished 
speaking; saw Mr. Wiley and talked with liim about the 
nominations, who stated that Xi-. Stephens urged liini to be a 
candidate ; lmew fill.. Stephens, saw him talking with a colored 
man in the passage ; took a drink of bitters with Nr. Wiley, 
who went after his horse, watered him, and both left for home 
abont five and got home abont eiglit and a half o'clocli. 

To Mr. Bor~E~.-Therc  were a few persons in the passage ; 
was abont forty feet from him ; am certain i t  was Nr. Stephens, 
who seemed to Be engaged in a friendly talk with the colored 
man ; saw no one go in the grand jury room ; am a merchant ; 
bitter foeling against Mr. Stephens ; know nothing of a vigi-
lance committee, believed that such an organization did exist. 
On February 19th) saw a band of twenty-four disguised men 



1870-"71.1 UOOUJIENTNo. 1. Ill 

who wore long white robes and white caps ; came to Leasburg 
about eleven o'clock a t  night, did no damage, but wanted 
tobacco and whiskey ; they got tobacco irom Mr. R. T. Ran-
eock. 

C.To PEARSOX, J.-Think some mere i11 liqnor ; they 
came frotn tovards Hillsboro' and ret17rned by same route. 

To %TI-. BRAGG-Leasburg is twelve miles from Orange and 
about half a mile from Person. 

To DICK,J.-Knew none of then1 nor any of the horses ; 
eight of them came in  my porch ; asked me some questions ; 
vhere David Johnston, a colored tomnsliip o-fiicer, lived ;aslied 
me to go and show them where he lived ; declined ; they went 
to his honse but did him no Ilarm ; have no information of any 
whipping ; been no trocble in our township ; Jacobs was fonnd 
near Sam Allen's; do not bnovo that they went to Allen's 
house; heard that Allen mine back with the United States 
soldiers. 

To. Xr.  ERAGG.-I\II~. I-Iolden told me that they passed his 
honse, have no knowledge where they came from. 

JEBRP SXYITTLIexamined : Was in Yanceyville at the meet- 
ing ; but few left between 4 and 5 o'clock ; Mr. Wiley and 
Mr. Willamon overtook me about three miles from totrn ; it 
was 15 or 20 minutes after thc meeting ndjonrned before I left. 

To UR.Cozmm.--I ~ O T Vof no secret organization; there 
were three -whippings in ~ n y  neighborhood, but do not Irnow 
anything of the parties ~vho did the whipping ; ~ O T Qof no 
very bitter feeling against Nr. Stephens. 

C.To PEARSON,J.-Heard Mr. IIodnett speak against 
him, and he said the reason taxes were so high that Stephens 
~ o t e dhimself $7 per day. 
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TESTIMONY O F  GEORGE BIOELOW. 

GEORGE (colored:) examined : Was a t  Panceyville, BIGELOW, 
and was in the meeting in the evening ; saw Mr. Wiley and 
Mr. Stephens go out ; Xr.  Wiley went out first ; I went out 
soon afterwards ; saw Mr. Wiley give Mr. Stephens a paper ; 
Mr. Stephens went in the courthouse with a white man ; saw 
Wilep start home ; ~t-ent with Mr. Bigelom to yanceyville ; 
saw Mr. Stephens in the court house ; no donbt but i t  v a s  
Mr. Stephens. 

To PEARSON,0. J.-Left Nr. Stephens at  the door ; there 
was 110 one with him ; evcrjthing was qniet. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--Fonnd Sfr. Eig-elow near Mr. Johnston's 
store ;me started for home ;met Phelis Roan about n quarter of 
a mile from town ;l ire t v o  or three miles from town ; got home 
about dusk. 

To MR. B o s ~ ~ i s . - - ~ ~ i v e  vitll Nr. Bigelosv, between two and 
three miles from tosvn ; mas not before the coroner's jury; 
told no one but Xr. Bigelom that I came out after Mr. Wiley ; 
went into the conrthouse to look for Mr. Bigelow; saw no 
one but Mr. Stephens ; told no one that I saw Mr. Stephens 
except Mr. Cigelom ; Mr. Bigelow is a Democrat; I did not 
vote at  last election ; talked with Mr. Bigelow several times. 

T o  DICK,J.-Nr. Wiley stayed at Mitchel's store until he  
started for his horse, when lie stopped a t  Mr. I-larrelson's; do 
not know that he went through the conrthonse. 

To MR. BRAGG.-I told Mr. Bigelow several times that I 
came down behind Mr. Wiley and Mr. Stephens. 

TESTIXONT O F  DR. PRESTON ROAN. 

Dr. PRESTONRoax examined: Live in Yanceyville; saw 
Mr. Wiley as he v-as abont leaving v i th  Mr. Vilkerson, riding 
horseback; it was about 5 o'clock; was not in the meeting 
during the day ;to my best recollection i t  was about 5 o'clock. 



To Mr. BoYDEN.-M~. Wiley and Mr. Wilkerson were going 
the same road ; think there was a bitter feeling against Mr. 
Stephens; have no knowledge of a vigilance committee going 
about whipping people. 

To DICK,J.-Did not notice hon- Mr. Stephenswas dressed; 
Mr. Wiley had on a long yellow coat next day. 

T o  Mr. ERAGG.-M~. Wiley was examined as a witness next 
day. 

TESTEKOXY O F  LEE HENSLET. 

LEEHENSLET,(colored) examined : Live at  Yanceyville, 
was at  the courthouse about 4 or 5 o'clocli ; saw Mr. Wiley, 
asked him if I could get anything for the time I was bound 
out ; told me to see Mr. -- who ~vould examine the records ; 
saw Dr. Richmond and an unknown Inan, and Hamp John- 
ston; Mr. Wiley was joking Hamp about a moman at  his 
house ; do not knov  where he went ; vent  to give i n  my tax ; 
did not see Mr. Wiley any more ; stayed some time in asses- 
sor's room ; there were IL p e a t  Inany peoplein the room ; went 
back to work after giving in I ~ Jtax ; got liotne about sunset. 

To Mr. BOYDEN.-It was between 4 and 5 o'clock; saw 
Wiley at  south door ; went in front door ; did not know the 
other man, or mhich way he ~ ~ e n t  ; know nothing of the l i n  
Klnx ; work for Henry Brannon. 

TESTI310NY O F  JAMES A. HENDERSON. 

JAMES exainiiied : Live 'ln Yanceyville and A. EENDERSON 
have a store there ; saw Mr. TVilcy in the evening, lent him 
a tnb to water his horse ; a colored man brought the tub back ; 
it was late in the evening, some time before night. 

T o  Mr. BOPDEN.-A great niany did not like Stephens' 
course. There was a bitter feeling among some; do not be- 
lieve there was any regular organization in Caswell to punish 
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colored people for violation of the laws ; never heard of any 
vigilance committees. 

To Nr. &A~G.---Heard a great deal about Nr .  Stephens in. 
regard to his actions ; have no settled belief of the existence 
of the kuklux ; heard of fit-e cases of whipping-three colored 
and two white-for stealing. 

A. J. ISOOKERexamined : Live in Caswell abont five miles 
fro111 Yanceyville ; was at the meeting; saw Nr. Stephens 
v i th  four or five colored men; know Mr. Stephens. 

To Mr. COTDEN.--C~OW~ had left; sun about half how- 
high ; was not before the jury of inquest ; saw Mr. Stephens 
after Mr. Wiley left Yanceyville ; 20 not recollect the nionth 
Stephens was killed. 

To Mr. B R A G G . - S ~ ~  Viley after he was arrested by 001. 
Kirk. 

TESTIXONY O F  A. J. KIYBROUGH. 

A. J. KIMBROUGHexamined : Live in Caswell, six niilea from 
Yanceyville ; r a s  in town day of meeting ; saw Wiley at the 
well; saw Mr. Stephens after Mr. TQiley left town ; he turned 
round the corner toivards Corbett's, a black man just behind 
him. 

To Mr. BOYDEPU'.-Was about forty yards from Mr. Stephens; 
he was dressed in  dark clothes ; I was not in when the jury 
met; x a s  srmmoned last Nonday ; heard that Wiley waa 
charged next day with the murder ; was afraid to tell what I 
kuem after Col. Kirk come. 



THCESDAY,Aug. 25th, 1870. 

T ~ o a r s s  Kmrn~orr~n: examined : Lived in Gaswell, five or 
six miles from town ; was in Yanceyville on day of meeting ; 
san- Mr. Wiley on day of meeting; saw Mr. Wiley at the 
pump, watering his horse; the pmnp is about twenty-five 
;yards from Eenderson's store; after watering his horse, saw 
him get in his b q g y  and driy-e tovards home; i t  was then 
about five in the e ~ e n i n g  ; saw Stephens jnst before he started 
home; he (Stejbens) was going south tax-ards Mr. Corbett's ; 
has no doubt but i t  was Mr. Stephens ; knows him ; I and my 
brother were stancling at  IIenderson's Store ; there mas 110th-
ing particular to attract my attention to Mr. Stephens, but 
thought he was going to the Academy to a eolored meeting g 
would not name any one else, but thought he saw Mr. T%T~n, 
Doxe v h o  mas nearer Mr. Stephens than he was. 

To EARSON ON, C. J.-Mr. Bowc was about thirty or forty 
yards from Mr. Stephens. 

To Mr. Bo~DEx.-W&S fifteen or twenty steps from Mr. 
Bowe, who was thirty or forty feet from Mr. Stephens ; then 
started home ; first told it at Erotton Jacks that he saw Ste- 
phens ; did not recollect when he told Monroe Iiitnbrougb ; i t  
was in my tobacco field ; was topping tobacco ; think i t  w a ~  
before Col. Kirk came ; told Mr. Norfleet after Col. Kirk came ; 
mas summoned on last Saturday evening; did not have his 
dram on that day ; was certain he saw BIr. Stephens at the 
courthouse before he started home. 

To Mr. E~a~o.--Left Yanceyville soon after seeing Ifr. 
Stephens. 

To PEARSON,C.  J.-Walked at  the rate of three miles per 
hour ; thought he saw Nr. Stephens half an hour before snnset, 

To Mr. B~aua.--Saw Mr. Stephens go around the co~zrt-
house railing in direction of Mr. Corbett's; there is a ilear 
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route to the school house by Con Withers' ; the public square 
is not all enclosed, the pump is on the public square but not 
enclosed ; he came to Raleigh with his brother, nephew, uncle 
and others. 

To Mr. BOYDEN.-Mr. Stephens was going tovards home. 
To PEARSON,C. J.-Was afraid to talk about the murder 

after Col. Kirk came, for fear of arrest. 
PEARSON,C. J.-Were yon not afraid to talk to any one 

about this matter after Col. Kirk came '/ 
WITNESS.-I as. 
C .  J.-Why then did yon talk to Norfleet about i t  4 
No answer by witness, n-ho seemed conf~~sed. 

J.C. WILLIAM SO^^, examined : Lived in Caswell all his life : 
knows Mr. Wiley, and his cl~aracter is as good as any mans' 
in the County ;the meeting formed at 10 o'clock ;nrsspresent; 
and took a recess at 12. 

31.77. XOIZFLEET,exmninetl: Lived in l'anccyvillc and 
was in town on the clay of the niwder ; v a s  register of deeds 
and occupied lower room on right hand side ; was a1)pointed 
by county commissioners ; kept all the beys except those used 
as law offices ; the clerk and master's room has been used for 
a wood room ever since the freedmen's bureau left ; the k e ~ -
stayed oil the mantle in my office. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Noticed the keys being on the mantle 
the first Monday in March. About the middle of April we 
had a cold snap and got out of wood ; told Robert Roan to 
send Calvin Miles to the courthouse and borrow some; kept 
some of the keys at my store. 

To P ~ a n s o r ,  C. J.-The key stayed on the mantel-piece; 
sometimes loaned the key to 11r. Norffeet, to,get wood ; the 
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private doors were not generally used, except by Mr. Brannon ; 
was about to retire when Dr. Roan came after the conrtlionse 
keys; told him the Beys were at the store; Geo. Bowe and 
Calvin Niles came to my house to get the key for the brother 
of the deceased to get into the clerk and master's room ; went 
to the oEce and loolied fer the key, but could not find i t  ; 
asked Calvin Miles where the key mas, who replied that he 
carried i t  back to the store. 

To Mr. Cna~s.-fiad a tall; with Thos. Iiimbrough, who 
came to my store with the following paper for me to read : 

L L  Did YOU eyer say that you sav  Nr. Stephens in yancey- 
ville after Ur .  TVi!ey got in  his buggy and left town ? If yola 
did, I want to sse yon, or come to see me." 

The note iTns signed by Col. TVi~iston. 
To PEAR~ON,C. J.-Do not lrao\v Col. FVinston's l~and-vr i -  

tiizg. 
To Mr. CRAGG.-DO not l i n o ~  whether X r .  Iiirnbrough c u .  

read or not ; 1;noiv Frank ?Tiley and his character is nbow 
reproach. 

To Mr. &YDEN.--T~ last titile 1 saw the Bey: was on the 
first Monday in E a c h .  

To D I ~ I ~ ,  J.-Was not, in my oftice during the day of the 
murder ; door was loel\-ed. 

To PEARSON,C. J.--Did not notice tvhetller the key was in 
the door of the clerk and master's room. 

To DICK,J.-If my attention had been called to the key I 
might have seen it. 

To  PEARSON,0. J.-Had no belief froin his own knowledge 
that the key was in the door. 

TESTIMONY O F  JOIIN R. WINSTON. 

J o m  R. TINSTON,examined : volunteered his services t o  
Mr. Wiley as counsel wherever he was carried ; sent the note 
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to Nr. Kimbrough; do not know Mr. Kirnbrough; am a 
member of the bar ; think Wiley lives nine or ten miles from 
Pancey ville. 

This closed the testimcneg for the defence. 

EE-DIRECT. 

TESTIXONT OB CALYIK MILES. 

CALTINMILES (colored) examined; Live near Panceyville ; 
got the key to get the -rood from Robert Roan ; got only one 
key;  carried three turns of wood from the courthouse to 
Norfleet's store; no one was with him ; got one in the after- 
noon and two in the morning ; returned the key to Roan ; was 
a t  the meeting in Panceyville all day; did not see any one 
leave the conrthouse ; remained in that neighborhood until 
after sunset; did not sit up that night at  the courthouse. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--Live about a quarter of a mile out of town, 
but was at ~ o r k  in tovn about one hundred yards from the court- 
house ; did not see Jerry Poteat, and he did not go with me 
.after wood ;never said he went; mas examined by the jury of 
inquest ; took but two drams that day, whiskey being pretty 
high up there, and not to be had often unless for greenbacl;~. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-The front way is the nearest to the store. 

TESTIXONY OF STEPHEN LAWSON. 

STEPHEN (colored,) examined : Live in Yanceyville LASVSON, 
:and was at  the meeting ;helped look for Mr. Stephens and re- 
mained at  the courthouse all night as guard; there were some 
.eighteen or twenty persons round the house. 

To PEAXSON,C. J.-MeLeath was with me ; heard no noise 
in the co~zrthonse nor saw any one go in. 

To Mr. EnAaa.-TQas at vork  all day; first heard of the 
murder on the public square near the pump; i t  was about 
nine o'clock when the keys were sent for, and no one staid i n  
\the court house that night. 



TESTIMONY O F  KRS. F L J N I E  STEPHENS. 

Mrs. FAXNIE examined : Am wife of the deceased ;STEPHENS 
become uneasy about four o'clock, and sent Merret Corbett, 
colored lady, to look for Mr. Stephens, who left home about tn-o 
o'clock and promised to return when Nr. E. Brown finished 
speaking, to attend to some business ; became uneasy because 
his life was threatened ; the sun mas about one fourth hour 
high when I sent Fred. Graves to look for my husband ; he 
kept a gun in  the house and carried one ten shooter and two 
derringers with him ; sent Hemphill to look for Mr. Stephens ; 
he returned about one 07cloek, while I Tvas flustrated, having 
spasms. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Sent Hempldl  and then sent Henry 
Stephens. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--S~W my husbnnd for the last time, alive, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon ; he was anxious to hear 
Bedford Brown speak ; think i t  was about four o'clock. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-It is about one-fourth of a mile from 
my house to the courthouse; the sun was about one-fourth 
hour high when I sent Fred to look for my husband. 

JOGEPIR: WORMACIZ RE-CALLED. 

JOSEPH (colored,) re-called : Mr. Badger stated the WORMACE 
reason for reproducing this witnesa mas to prove that Nr. 
Stephens was not at the meeting at  the school-house. The 
statement being admitted, the witness was dismissed. 

TESTIMONY OF GEO. BOWE. 

GEO. BOWE(colored,) examined : Was in Yanceyville on 
day of the murder ; saw Stephens at the meeting both morn- 
ing and evening, but saw no one speak to him. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Remained until the nieeting adjourned ; 
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then went to a cancns the colored people held a t  the school 
house; went to rarious places to look for Mr. Stephens; 
searched all but three rooms, the two lawyers' and the wood- 
room; these doors were locked; the key to the mood-room 
could not be found ; could find no one who saw Mr. Stephens 
leave the courthouse. 

To Mr. E R A G G . - A ~ ~ ~ Ythe rneeting broke 1went to the 
school honse. 

TESTDIOXP O F  DOLLY LAWSON 

DOLLYLATVBON(colored,) examined : Live in Yanceyville, 
near the courthouse; saw Mr. Stephens enter the rear door 
of the courthouse and go into the grand jury room ; remained 
i n  my porch all the evening, but did not see Mr. Stephens any 
more. 

To Mr. BEAGG.-Xy house is about forty feet from the court- 
house ; did not know what was going on in  the grand jury 
room ;saw no one in that room while the deceased was in there. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Sam him close to the room where the 
body of deceased was found. . 

To Mr. B~ac ;~ . -The  fence is between my house and the 
window. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-DO not know mllo spoke after Kerr;  
Hodnett made quiet a long speech. 

TESTIXONP O F  HAMP .JOHNSTON. 

IIam JOHNSTON(colored,) examined : Came down after the 
meeting and caught Wiley's horse ;Wiley got in, wont to the 
punip, watered his horse and drove off. 

To PEARSON,0.J.-Wiley was talking to Lee Hinsley. 
To Mr. BRAGG. -Was in  the meeting ; Wiley was teazing 

Hensley about being too intimate with a colored woman a t  his 
house. 



TESTINONY O F  CALVIN BIGELOW. 

CALYINBIGELOW (colored) examined : Was at the Demo- 
cratic meeting in Yanceyville in the evening ; saw Wiley and 
the deceased go down st%irs ; came down soon after, and saw 
them in the passage ; saw them go in a room on the left hand 
side, but is not certain which one ; was on alp way home. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-NO one was in  the passage or with 
them ;Brown was speaking at the time ; did not hear Hodnett 
speak. 

To Nr.  Ba~~. - -Brown was speaking when he got to the 
meeting; did not hear what Dr. Roan said to  the colored peo- 
yle ;was examined at Yanceyville ; no one ever threatened 
him, either white or colored ; Hill told him to  stay i n  his room 
until he  was wanted ; saw Stephens in the meeting reading a. 
newspaper ; went to pay his taxes, bnt the asscssor's room was 
so full he could not get in, so he \rent up stairs to pass an-ay 
the time; did not say he saw JQiley on the street after the 
meeting ; did not deny to any one at the examination that h e  
saw Stephens and Wiley in the passage. The witness said he 
mas naturally scary, but was :not frightened so much here as 
he was at Yanceyville ; never told Humphrey ~ e kthat he saw 
Wiley and Stephens come down stairs together. 

To Mr. B o y ~ ~ ~ . - N e v e r  told to any one before to-day that 
he saw Stephens and Wiley together ;only one man examined 
him a t  the coroner's inquest. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Was more uneasy a t  the examination 
than he is now ; was afraid of the white and colored people at  
Yanceyville ;Nr.  Yates gave him transportation from Graham 
to Raleigh. 

TEGTIMOSP O F  HUMPHREY LEE. 

H U ~ H R E YLEE examined : Calvin Bigelow told me that 
he saw Wiley and Stephens come down stairs together. 
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To Mr. B R A G G . - - ~ ~ Snot in 'ITanceyville at the meeting ; 
heard Calvin tell Mr. Graves that he saw Wiley and Stephens. 

TESTDIONY O F  THOMAS STEPHENS. 

THOMASSTEPHENS,examined : Am a brother of the de- 
ceased ; mas at the meeting and when I left I went to my to- 
bacco fields when Fred Graves asked me if I had seen rn7 
brother ; stayed at the courthouse until 2 o'clock in the morn- 
ing ;saw Mrs. Stephens after dark. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--Mr. Groom's shop is on the public street 
about fifty yards from conrthouse ; the sun mas between a half 
and three-quarters of an hour high ; stayed a t  the deceased's 
house to supper, then went to the public square near the 
pump ;went with the crowd to examine the building about 9 
o'clock ;we examined both windows; Mr. Hemphill stayed 
with brother and myself until 3 o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. Badger counsel for the State submitted the following 
witnessess to the defendants, who did not wish to examine 
the~n:  Jno. B. Hemphill, Lewis Evans, Anderson Graves, 
Wiley Turner and Squire Cook. 

TESTIM'ONP O F  JERRY GRAVES. 

JERRY examined :Knows Calvin Mills ; went with GRAVES 
him after the wood for Nr. Roan, but do not know whether 
he locked the door or not. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Took the wood from about the middle 
of the pile, near the floor. 

COL. WATT RE-CALLED. 

COL WATT being called to the stand, stated that he was pre- 
sent at the examination by the coroner's jury, heard the ques- 
tion put to Calvin Bigelom by one of the jurors if he did not 
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say he sav Mr. Wiley and the deceased in the passage, and 
saw them go into a room. 

To P ~ a ~ s o w ,  C. J.-He seemed to be much excited. 
To DICK, J.-Did not recollect his saying he heard what Dr. 

Roan said to the colored people. Mr. Isill spoke after Col. 
Brown. 

To Nr. BRAGG.-Mr. Kerr told the colored people that they 
trere as much entitled to the courthonse as any one. 

To DICK,J.-It mas about half an hour after Col. Brovn 
dosed before the meeting adjourned ;left as the delegates were 
being appointed. 

COL. WITHERS RE-CALLED. 

COL. WITHERS esamined: Heard Calvin say that the de- 
eased  was sitting on the left row of benches ; he vras the first 
one he heard examined. 

To DICK,J.-Calcin denied telling Humphrey Lee that he 
saw Wiley touch Stephens ; my attention vras called to the 
fact by his confession at  the examination by the jury. 

(hurt  adjourned until 9 o'clock Friday morning, when, the 
testimony being closed, Chief Justice Pearson announced that 
he  would render his deckion in two or three days. 
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STATE us. FELIX ROAN. 

O~~~~E.-CONPLICITYIN THE NURDER OF SENATOR .JOHN w. 
STEPHENS, O F  C b S V E L L  COUNTY. 

At Chanlbws, Raleigh, Saturday, August 27th, 1870, befoibe Chief Justice 
Pearson and Justices Dick nncl Settic. 

STATEMENT O F  FELIX ROAN. 

FELIXROAN made a statement in substawe ns fL7llows : I& 
never had any conversation with the boy Anderson about Mr. 
Stephens ; never left home during the week, and only vent  to 
town to go to chnrclr on Snnday ; generally went on Satnrdag 
evening ; never attended any of the political meetings held in 
the County ; and admits that he had some trouble with his 
hands on the day the soldiers came to Yanceyville. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Was in the habit of talking to Anderson 
Graves only about his vork and never about Mr. Stephens. 

TESTLDIONY O F  ANDERSON GRAVES. 

ANDERSONGRAVES,(colored,) sworn land emmined : Firat 
heard that Mr. Stephens was Billed on Sunday and went to the 
courthouse that day;  had a conversation with Felix Roan 
on Nonday before the murder ; heard Mr. Roan say " that Mr. 
Stephens would not live more than one and not longer than 
two weeks and that, after to-day, he (Roan) would vote for 
Mr. Stephens ;" talked a great deal with Mr. Eoan about Mr. 
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Stephens ; Mr. Roan refused to give us holiday on the day the 
soldiers came, but said he would go to town and find out the 
news and tell us Monday ; Roan told us on Monday that Mr. 
Stephens was dead and in hell; the first talk he had ~ ~ i t h  
Roan was after court. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Never saw Wiley at  Roan's house. 
T o  Mr. &~AGG.-L~v~swith Roan this year ; pays me bg 

the month ; i t  was at  the plant (tobacco) bed he  told me that 
Stephens would not live but one meek. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Mr. Roan was always talking to nle 
about the deceased, and asking how he was going to vote. Nr. 
Roan lived a mile and a half or t ~ o  miles from tovn. Albert 
Williamson, Edward Graves, James Graves, Samuel Graves, 
Lyndia Chandler, Hilly Chandler and Francis Roan were i n  
the field d l e n  Mr. Roan was talking to me, but Albert v a s  
the nearest. The first one in town he told i t  to  was Ben 
S h a v  ; went to the room the deceased was fmnd  in, bnt did 
not hear any of the witnesses examined ; was sent tor and 
questioned by the soldiers, and heard some one say outside if 
he  did not tell the truth they wonld hang him ; but was not 
afraid ; knows Col. Kirk. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-No one put a rope aronnd my neck. 
To Mr. C~~a~.--Never told 0.Bigelow that they had a 

rope around my neck ; a good many had been arrested by Col. 
K i r k  Xr .  Roan is not a married man, and has no part ic~~lar  
vife. Mr. Roan goes to his father-in-law's every Saturday 
and returns on Sunday. I have been indicted for stealing 
money from Mr. Groom, hilt gave security for my appearance 
at court. 

To  Mr. BRAGG.---W~~ not arrested by the sheriff, but by 
Henry Stephens and -Giles ; i t  was two courts before Mr. 
Stephens was murdered. Am not in the habit of going to 
Yanceyville on Saturday or Sunday ; sometimes do not go i n  
two or three weeks. 
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TESTINONY O F  NED GRAVES. 

NED GRAVES (colored) examined: Was living a t  Roan's 
vhen Stephens was killed. 

To PEARSOB,0.J.-Was certain that he had no conversation 
with Mr. Roan about the deceased ; heard Mr. Roan say that 
the deceased mas a grand rascal for having the barns burnt. 

To Mr. E a ~ c ~ . - - D i d  not hear him tell Anderson that Mr. 
Stephens would not live more than one week ; there were 
several barns burnt in the neighborhood. 

To Mr. BOYDEN.-Anderson told me that Mr. Roan would 
vote for Nr. Stephens although he was a grand rascal, but h e  
mas as good as any of them ;Anderson told me of i t  on Satur- 
day while we were plowing ; heard on Sunday morning that  
Mr. Stephens had beea murdered. 

TESTIMONY O F  JIY GRAVES. 

JIMGRAVES examined : Lived at Nr. Roan's before the 
murder, and heard Mr. Roan say that the deceased was a 
grand rascal and ought to be Billed ; i t  was a week or two be- 
fore Mr. Stephens was killed ; Roan talked to Anderson more 
than any of the rest ;was with Roan all day when the murder 
mas committed ; Anderson told me that Roan would vote for 
Stephens. 

To PEARSON,C .  J.-Am seventeen years old and was hired 
by Nr .  Roan last Februayy. 

To Mr. BRAGG.-Mr. Roan paid him whenever he wanted 
any money ; went to town the day ten soldiers came, but was 
cursed and ordered back to work by Roan ;did not go home 
till that night ; Anderson told hirn and Ned that Roan said h e  
would vote for Stephens after to-day, damn him ;was arrested 
by the soldiers and carried before Najor Yates a t  the court 
house ; knows 001. Kirk, but did not tell him nor any of the 
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soldiers what Roan had said ;when Roan saw him in town he 
said he ought to kick me off the plantation. 

TESTIXOTUT O F  BEN SHAW. 

BEN S H A ~ ,  (colored,) examined : Talked to Anderson Graves 
on Sunday about what Roan said about Stephens. 

To Mr. BRAGG.--H~T~ known Anderson about ten years, bnt 
do not know his general character ; i t  is said that Anderson 
would hold with the black and run with the whites. 

To Nr. BADGER.-Anderson's character is about as good as 
the common rnn of colored people. 

TESTIMOXT O F  ALBERT WILLIAMSON. 

ALBERT WILLIANSON, colored, examined : Live with Roan 
and heard the conversation Between Roan and Anderson ; i t  
was about S or 9 07clocli on the day of the murder ; Roan said 
he would vote for Stephens, damn him, he was as good as any 
of them. 

To Mr. BRAGG.-We were on our way to the field ; did not 
hear him say '<after to-day ;" Anderson told me Roan used 
those words ; we were plowing and the women hilling tobacco. 

JESSEGRIFFITH, examined : Am sheriff of Caswell, and 
have known Anderson Graves for many years, and his char- 
acter was never reliable. 

To PEARSON,0. J.-Anderson was considered a shrewd 
fellow; know Roan and his character is good. 

To Mr. BOYDEN.-DO not know that Roan is a strong par- 
tizan. 
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To DICK,J.-Have always heard that Roan was kind to his 
hands. 

To &. B~a~c+.-Roan stays pretty close to his farm. 

TESTIMONY O F  J. C. KILLTANSON. 

J. C. WILLIAMSON,examined :-Live in Caswell and know 
Anderson ; his character while a slave was bad for lying and 
stealing ; he has seen but little of him since he became free ; 
knows Roan, whose character is good and who stays on his 
farm, and is good to his hands. 

TESTIMONY O F  BRICE HARRALSON. 

BRICEHARRALSON,examined : Knew Anderson ~vhile H, 
slave, he belonged to Jerry Graves ; his character mas consid- 
ered by both black and vhite  as bad for lying and stealing, 
and do not think there has been any improvement since he 
became free ; know Roan well, his moral character is good, he 
stayed close to his farm, and never came to town only on Sat- 
nrday and Sunday, and then he would come to my house. 

To P E ~ S O N ,C. J.-Roan is a lively man but never med-
dled with politics ; never saw Roan at a political meeting. 

To Mr. B R a ~ a . - ~ e v e r  saw Roan at a political meeting- 
was pretty certain of that. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Kever heard Roan talk about the barns 
being burnt. 

TESTIMONY O F  JOSEPH C. I'IBNIX. 

JOSEPH esamined : Lived near town about eigh- C. PINNIX, 
teen years, and have known Anderson about fifteen years, and 
his character while a slave was bad for truth and honesty, and 
it is about the same now ; have known Roan for several years ; 
his character is good and habits steady, and he stays unusually 
dose to his farm for a young man;  am in the habit of 



attending political meetings, but never saw Roan at any of 
them. Roan is an intelligent young man, and a graduate of 
Chapel Bill, and a young man of high standing in the com- 
rnunity. 

The counsel not wishing to make any comments, submitted 
the case to their Honors. 

STATE us. JOSEPH FOWLER. 

C~C~P~~.-CO&~I~LICITYTRE XURUER O F  SEXATOR JOHN W. 

STEPHENS, O F  CASSVELL COUNTy. 

At Chambers, Raleigh, Sntmday, August 2'7. 1810, before Chief Justice Pearson 
and Jnsticcs Dick and Setde. 

STATEMENT O F  JOS31;PII FOWLER. 

FOWLERJOSEPH stated substantially as follows : Live in 
Yanceyville, and am coachmaker by trade, bnt had charge of 
Mr. B. Towne7s store who is a blind marl ; have had charge of 
the business two years; was in the meeeting about Bteen 
minutes before dinner, and about fifteen minutes after dinner; 
leftztown about 5 o'clock and vent  to J. G. Lea's. 

TESTIMONY O F  J. C. WILLIAM60N. 

J. C. WILLIAMSONtestified that he has known Fowler all 
his life, and his character is good ;does not know when Fowler 

9 
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left town, but was overtaken by him about three miles from 
town in company with Mr. Lea ; saw Wiley at  the pump, and 
knows the blind man whom Fowler clerks for. 

To Mr. BOYDEN.-Know of no bitter feeling between Fowler 
and deceased ; Fowler is a Democrat ; do not think he is a 
partizan. 

TESTI3LONY O F  GEO. BOWE. 

GEO. BOWE examined. : Live in Casmell and know Fomler, 
and his character is generally good. 

To Mr. Boy~~N.-Pu'ever heard of the quarrel between 
Fowler and deceased ; Mr. Townes asked me to take him to 
Atlanta, Ga., and on the route Nr. T. told me that Fowler 
had charge of his business. 

TESTMONY O F  HENRY BTEPEENS. 

HENRYSTEPHENSexamined : Knows that there was a diE- 
culty some twelve months ago. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Knows of the diEculty, but does not 
know whether i t  was of a political nature or not. 

To Mr. B o ~ ~ ~ a . - F o m l e r  followed my brother about 200 
yards. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Did not go in the crowd. 
To Mr. BOPDEN.-DO not know that Fowler is an extreme 

Max. 
To Nr. B~a~c.--]E-Ieard that they had a dispute, and .that 

Fowler threw a rock at brother ;not positive that it was du~iling 
court week, but think i t  was more than tmelve months ago.; 
have not heard of any ditficulty since. 

TEGTIMORY OF STEPHEX LAWSON. 

STEPEFT (colored) examined: Do not know any-LAWSON 
thing of the difficulty between Fowler and deceased. 
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TESTIMONY O F  GEORGE BOTVE. 

GEO. BOWE, (colored,) testified that he x a s  in town on the 
day of the diEculty and went with the crowd to see it, and 
heard Fowler call Stephens a rascal ; Steyhens vanted to go 
about his business. 

To PEARSON,C. J.-Did not see the deceased draw his pis- 
tol ;Fowler had his coat off but he did not see the rock thrown. 

To Mr. k3~aG~.--Fowler's shop is on the upper part of the 
public square, and the difficulty occurred on the lower part of 
the sqnare ; it vas  about dusk ; do not h o r n  what the fuss 
was about. 

The counsel submitted the case to their Honors, when the 
Gonrt adjourned to 3 o'cloclr. 

STATE vs. J. T. MITCHELL. 

Charge.--COXPLICITY IN THE NURDER OF SENATOR JOHN W. 

STEPHENS, O F  CAGWELL COUNTY. 

At Chambers, Raleigh, Saturday August 27, 1870, before Chief Justice Pear-
son and Justices Dick and Settle. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN B. HEXPHILL. 

JOHN B. HEXF-HILLexamined: Live in Person county, 
&bout one or two miles from the line ;arrived i n  Yanceyville 
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about 9 o'clock on the day of the marder ; went to the court- 
house and went into the grand jury room and into the meeting 
in  the morning, but do not knom when i t  adjourned ; had his 
dinner with him; first saw the deceased in grand jury room ; 
was on good terms v i th  the deceased and believe he  was my 
frienc! ; did not stay in grand jury room very long ; went there 
to pa7 Mr. Jordan the balance on fee for levying on horse ; 
was in the meeting but once in the evening and saw Wiley 
and the deceased coming down as he mas going up the steps ; 
stayed about five or ten minntes :. he meeting; saw Nr. 
Kerr st;;diiig zg, biit $22,-dao ?. ciil ' not tell who w2s speak- 
ing, and wanting to see Mr. Stephenu c winess came domn 
and looked for him at  the front of th onrthouse, and then 
from room to room, and all the doors wert: lucked ; sav  Wiley 
in the passage ; he, Mitchell and Johr, Lea, ~t the south door ; 
they were talking and laughing ; the sun -was then about 1or 
16 hours high; then went to the deceased's home and Mrs. 
Stephens asked me to look for her hnsband ; ~ e n tback to the 
courthonec and sev~m.1 ether place hilt c0111d not find him ; 
was present when the esnmination of tlle courthonse mas made; 
i t  mas abut 9 olc!och ; stayed cromd th9 conrthonse until 
~ b o n tt w  ~'clod: in tlie rc.;ming nxci then left and ~ e n tto 
Mrs. Stephens' ; vent  to the con&-,lice door but do not think 
he  menL in the passage ; stayed at Mrs. Stephens' nntil day- 

back to the c~nr thol~se  light ; then ~ e n t  and heard a negro 
sag that "he is dead ;" loolied in the window and saw part of 

hnn'l . n - c  ~d ~ ~ ~ ? n n ~ ' ~  117prp lT~]lCn t:'o t q r c - 7.1-74 O ~ C andP ~ 

went into the room but they vonld not let m s  stay ; was put 
out by Sheriff Griffitl~ ; then vent  in the room opposite took 
a seat and remained there some time ;sa,m the body while in the 
room, it m-as on the rood ; there mere four or five before and two 
or  three behind Wiley and Stephens when I met them on 
the steps ; 3-2s in the Mexican war in the 1-t N. C. Regiment ; 
practiced hi'",Tery little with thc 1asz0 ; did ;lot see tho oEcers 
use the lasso but very little if any ; do not belong to the Ku 
Klux, Invisible Empire, White Brotherhood or any other 



secret political society; know one or two signs, (gives Mr. 
Badger one,) a man at Person courthouse gave me the sign. 

To PE~RSON.C. J.-never told Judge Tourgee, uor any one 
else, that I belonged to the K u  Klux, but did tell Judge Tour- 
gee of the nloveinents of the ICu Klux ;do not remember tell- 
ing Mr. Stephens that the Xu KIux mere going to attack his 
house on a certain night. 

To Mr. BATTLE.-Got to I-anceyville about 9 o'clock and 
wanted to see the deceased on private business; he and the 
deceased were on friendly terms ;saw Stephens about 9 o'clock 
in  the morning in the grand jury room; do not recolleat 
ever speaking to Stephens again ; sav  Wiley going out the 
front door b e t ~ e e n  2 and 4 o'clock. 

To P~a~zsow,  0. J.--Sam Capt. Nitchell and John Lea at 
the south door. 

To Xr.  B a T ~ ~ ~ . - - c a p t .  Xitdlell is a lively man ;am not cer- 
tain i t  was at  the recess vLen I sa-iv 3Iitchell and Lea together 
at  the sout;h door. 

To Xr .  ERAGG.-Went to Stephens' after dinucr and stayed 
until the snn was 1or 131:onrs high ; Nrs. Stephens was very 
uneasy and zslred me to look for hcr husband; there vere 
several young ladies there; Tom Stcphens ven t  mith 1ne to 
Nr .  Stephens'; the locust tree is about 20 or 2.5 feet from the 
window ;did not look in the window with the others ;vent  to 
the window the nest morning and saw soinething like blood 
on the bricks ;am certain I did not come out of thecourthouse 
at day break, nor saw any one in the passage that night. 

J. C. GEIPPITEIcxanzined : Was in the meeting ; saw Mr. 
Totten, who was secretary ; Totten did not go out of the ineet- 
ing ; has known Capt. hlitchell about twenty years and his 
character is good ; know Womack, whose character is that oi  
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a loafing, trifling f e l l o ~ ,  and has no visible means of support. 
To DICK,J.-Know nothing of his being a school teacher. 

J. C. PLNNISexamined ;Have known Mitchell 10 or 1 5  years ; 
his character is good ; Womack was raised near him ; knew 
him while a slave, and his character r a s  not very good. 

To PEARSON,0. J.-Womack was a trifling, loafing and 
worthless fellow ; do not know where he has lived lately; 
knew Stephens, who mas not a very stout man, and weighed 
about 140 or 146 pounds ; thinks the deceased rras quick and 
active. 

TESTIMONY OF TVM. BOTVE. 

Wx. BOWE exatnined : Have known Mitchell from a boy ; 
his character was good; have known Womack about 10 
years ; his character is not good. 

To PEAREOXC. J . D o  not think Womacl; is fond of work. 

TESTINONY O F  7VM. SMITH. 

WM.S ~ T Hexamined : Was not certain that he  left town 
with Mitchell, but was on the road with him ;Tom Lea and 
Mr. Mebane were with me ; me were on horseback. 

To Mr. Ijo-f~~~.--l\aitchell stopped at Mr. Pinchback's ; do 
not think he (Mebane) stopped. 

To Mr. BR~GG.-I)\To~ positive whether he saw any one at  
Pinchback's. 

TESTIMONY O F  J. W. WILLIAMSON. 

J. W. WILLIAMSONexamined : Saw Capt. Mitchell, but did 
not recollect seeing him start home, but Mitchell passed me 
a n  the road about three miles from town ;left about 5 o'clock ; 



did not see Wiley leave; was at the pump ; thinks the sun 
three-fourths of an hour high ; was at his gate when Wiley 
passed him ; Mitchell lives 8 or 9 miles from town ; Mitchell 
and Pinchback married sisters ; has known Mitchell a long 
time and his character is good. 

To Mr. Bom~~.-Srnith, Mebane, Long, Col. Winston, and 
J. G. Lea were close by when Mitchell passed me. 

TESTIMONY OF A. J. HOPmS. 

A. J. HOPI~INSexamined : Was in the assessor's room after 
dinner and saw Hemphill sitting in the window ; did not know 
Hemphill at that time, and he did not go to the meeting Fcith 
me ; no candidates had spoke when I went in the meeting ; 
my office was open until 6 o'clock and was neither shut or 
locked before that time. 

This closed the case. 
The Court then adjourned until 9 o'clock Monday. 
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STATE us. I?. A. WILEY AND OTHERS. 

DECISION O F  CHIEF JUSTICE PEARSON AND JUSTICES DICK AND 

SETTLE. 

At Chambers, Raleigh, Nondny, August 29, 1870. 

His Ronor Chief Justice Pearson read the following decision 
in the case of the State vs. F. A. Wiley, J. T. Mitchell and 
Felix Roan : 

"On a charge of capital felony the rule is-' when the guilt 
is manifest, or the presumption strong, the party should be 
committed to jail ;when the evidence does not produce entire 
conviction, bnt makes in the mind a belief of the party's guilt, 
security to answer the charge should Be required. 

" I t  is considered that the prisoners be severally recognized 
in the sum of $5,000, with two or more sufficient securities, t o  
appear at  the next tern1 of the Superior Court, to be held for 
the County of Caswell, to answer a charge of the murder of 
John W. Stephens, Wiley and 3fitchell as principals, andRoan 
as accessory before the fact. 

" In this stage of the proceeding i t  would not be proper to 
enter into a critical analysis of the evidence, but  i t  seems to us 
to be proper to set out, in a general way, the grounds on which 
our conclusion rests- 

<'1. Strange as i t  is, the fact is fixed, that on the 21st of 
May, 18'70, when a large number of the citizens of Caswell 
were assembled in  the conrthonse, at  a meeting of the Demo- 
cratic party, and in the day time, the Senator of that County, 
a Republican, v a s  choked domn to death, by means of a cord 
about nine feet long, with a slipping noose adjusted near the 
middle. 



" The intelligent testimoney of Dr. Roan fixes the  fact that 
the murder mas done in  the room, (formerly occupjed by the 
Clerk and Master in  Equity,) where the body was found on the 
next morning, with "the cord7' buried in  the neck, to the 
level of the skin, a stab on each side of the neck, and a stab in 
the breast. Dr. Roan gave it a s  his opinion, being an expert, 
that the stabs were made after the blood had near all receded 
t o  the heart, (which accounted for the small effusion of blood;) 
and further, that the choking was done in tha8 room, for the 
reason that the cord had not slipped from its first print, where 
i t  was imbedded in the ffesh, and the slight spirts of blood on 
the wood in front and the wall at the side oY the body, could . 
not have made the impression i t  did, except a s  it jetted from 
the wounds, so the corpus delicti and the place i s  fixed. 

' (2 .  As to the time, we are satisfied that the murder was 
committed while the meeting was going on u p  stairs, the 
deceased having left the meeting and come down at the instance 
of Wiley. After the neet thy adjourned, (about half after 4,) 
and until the Assessor locked his door, about 6 o'clock, (this 
room adjoins the room where the murder was done,) a number 
of per~ons were in his room and in the passage ;so the murder 
could not have been coimnitteci during that period without a 
general alarm. The kstimoszy, that tho deceased mas seen 
after six o'clock, in  the public square, walking to the east, 
turning the corner of the railing and then going south-is 
unsatisfactory. There is no trace of his ever coming back t o  
the courthouse or no evidence tending to show that he  might 
have been killed ontside, and his body brought and put in that 
room ; by half an hour of sunset, his brothers and friende were 
looking for him, and after nightfall " a guard" was set around 
the courthouse. 

" 3. As to the pemons, the  testimony makes out probable 
cause, and would be sufficient to require commitment, provided 
the witnesses are to be relied on ; that is a question peculiarly 
fit for a jury-horn much reliance can be put i n  t he  testimony 
of reluctant white witness and of persons who have been slaves 
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and are now citizens ? This is a practical question and the 
learning of the law does not aid much in its solution. 
''SO that onr duty is discharged by requiring bail. 
"No motive is assigned for this murder except 'political 

animosity.' The circumstances show i t  was done on premedi- 
tation with fatal skill, and by a number of conspirators (either 
taking part in the killing, or else keeping watch and being on 
the lookout,) to whoa the unsuspecting victim was led up for 
sacrifice. 

''Possibly at the trial, further light may be thrown upon a 
deed, which now leaves a foul mark on the reputation of the 
County of Caswell. 

PEARSON, 
SETTLE, 
DICK, 

Juetices." 


HiB Honor directed Mr. Bagley, the Clerk, to send a copy 
of decision, with the State warrants, to the Clerk of the Supe- 
rior Court of Caswell County. 



MOXDAY,August 29th, 1870. 

STATE vs. W. C. TARPLEy et al. 

CONGPI CONS PI RING. AND CONSEXiTIXO TO KILL CASWELL IIOLT, 

OF ALAMANCE. 

TESTIMONY O F  JOHN W. LOXG. 

MR. BOYDEN,Counsel for the State : Nr. Long, state to 
their Honors all you know about this matter. State to their 
Honors when you first joined the Ku Klnx. 

WITNESS. Sir, I joined this organization. There had been 
several meetings. 

Mr. B. Where was the first when you joined ? 
W. I joined in Dr. Moore's ofice at Company Shops. 
Mr. B. How many people were there? 
W. There was George Anthony, Thomas Gray, George 

Tolar, John T. Trollinger and William Bedding ; and Priest 
Ross come in just about the time they had taken the oath. 

Mr. B. What was the oath ? 
W. I don't remember. 
COUNSEL. Give us the substance ? 
WITNESS. The first mas : You solemnly swear that you 

mill not reveal what is about to come to your knowledge, nor 
name the men who initiated us, to take any member out of 
distress at any hazard, and the may I understood the oath was 
to  overthrow the Republican party. 

C. How about obeying an officer ? 
W. You were to obey an officer who gave you s com-

mand. 

C. Did they tell you who were the officers? 
W. They told me the Chiefs. There was John T. Trol-
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linger. Jacob Long was the Chief of the County. Trollinger 
was the Chief of the Camp. Job Faucett, Albert Murray, 
Sheriff of the County, and David Nebane, Jasper N. Wood, 
and William Tickel were, I think, Chiefs. 

[Question lost.] 
W. It was in 1868, about the ffrst of December, I think, to 

the best of my knowledge. 
That was the first meeting ?CHIEFJESTICE. 

WITKES~. That %-am% any meeting. They just took me 
np and swore me then. 

C .  J. When was the next meeting ? 
W. The next meeting mas down by S a w  river. That was 

the first time I ever saw the disguises. 
QUESTION. Who were at that meeting 8 
WITNES~. Win. Andrems, John Andrews, Wm. Fogleman 

and RuEn  Pogleman. When me got there there were several 
others. I t  mas in the bnshes just by the side of Buck creek, 
the east side of the river from Graham. 

Q. What did you see ? 
TV. I saw men in disguises. Several were initiated that 

night. 
Q. What disguises 8 
W. They had a long white gown, with a head made of 

white cloth v i t h  horns on it-with lligll horns. 
Q. What was said or doae ? 
W. That night they initiated members. I don't know who. 
Q. ~e;eral of them ? 
TV. Yes, sir. 
Q. Any orders given ? 
TV. No, sir, nothing that was to be executed. The by-lams 

were read. The next meeting I went to was -. 
[The disguise v a s  here brought into Court.] 
COUNSEL.Look at  that and see if that is the form of the 

disguise. 
WITNESS. Yes, sir, that is the kind of disguise they had. 
C. When did you go to another meeting? I want you to 



come now to a meeting where there was talk of hanging. Tell 
us about Caswell Holt. 

W. Well, sir, that mas after the whipping of Sandy Sellars, 
C. Well, go from the first to the next. 
W. The next meeting I went to, Albert Hurray was the 

Chief. Fred. Blanchard, Henry Clay Hurdle, John Jeffers, 
and one, I forgot who. 

C. Who else did you see ? 
W. I saw Arch. Lineberry, Sheriff Murray, Geo. Nebane, 

Wm. Andrews, Jno. Gant. 
C. What was done there? 
W. After reading the by-laws, Mr. Albert Murray, sheriff, 

proposed that there should be a coffin made for Joseph BIcAd-
ams; and i t  was voted upon and carried, that Chief Younger 
and one other should make the coffin and others were to carry 
it to his door. There were no certain party named. 

w h o  made that motion 4CHIEFJUSTIOE. 
WITNESS. George Mebane made the motion, sir. Well, 

then the Camp disbanded that night. 
COUNSEL. Describe the Camp. 
WITNESS. W e  met in the woods. The by-laws were read 

and oath administered by a Cbief. ?Ye gave the signs-two 
slaps, to get into Camp. 

U. What was done after that '2 
W. There were instructions horn to manage, and we were 

dismissed. 
0. What instructions ? 
3 .  Why, that we all were to stand up to each other at all  

hazards, at  the risk of our lives, if any member mas put into 
jail, or any thing. 

C. What else ? 
W. I don't recollect any thing else. 
C. When was the next meeting 2 
W. The next meeting I was at, I don't recollect. The  

next meeting, I think, mas when Sandy Sellars vcas to be 
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whipped. We met near the old man Sellar's place. There 
were four or five men there. 

C. Who mere they ? 
W. Wm. Andrews, Ruffin Andrew, George Nebane, Geo. 

Anthony were there, when I got there. A young man by the 
name of James, standing in the field to be initiated that night. 
Several others gathered in. George James and one other 
were initiated that night. We went on- 

Who administered the oath ?CHIEF JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. George Anthony, that night. 
C. J. Was it his regular business ? 
W. Well, the Chief administered the oath generally, but 

any member might administer it. 
C. J. What was the forin. Did you swear them on the 

Gospel ? 
W. We did not have the Bible. We made them hold up 

the right hand. 
COUXSEL.What was the penalty for forfeiting the oath Z 
WITNESB. Death. 
C. By whom to be inflicted ? 
W. By the members of the organization. 
0. Who administered the oath to you ? 
W. John T. Trollinger, over at the Company Shope, at 

Dr. John A. Moore's office. 
C. [Question lost.] 
W. I t  did not mention how to be put to death. 
C. Do you know how they tested new members ? 
W. Sometimes when they were initiated they would put 

.a rope around their neck-that is, they did at the time when 
Fred. Blanchard, and Jeff. Younger, and John Gant were 
initiated. They put a rope around their necks and went up a 
sapling with them. They would always seare anybody that 
went in. 

C. Go on. 
W. Well, that night we met and initiated tho young men. 

Trollinger was not down there, and somebody proposed that 



me and Murphy Andrews should go after John T. Tollinger. 
W e  went to the house of Joseph Handin and next out in the 
woods and disguised ourselves, and took Sandy Sellars out and 
took him off from the house about three hundred yards and 
whipped him. 

C. When did you resolve on doing that ? 
W. That was in a different camp. I did r?ot know when 

i t  was done. The way was when anybody mas to be whipped 
i t  was ordered in his camp and another camp had to whip 
him. 

C. How did yon whip him? 
W. We whipped him with hickories, ten licks apiece. 
C. How many were there of you 4 
TV. Therc was about sistecn of us. W e  took off his shirt. 
C .  Did you draw blood ? 
W. I don't know whether we did or not ; it was dark. 
0. When did you next meet ? 
W. The next camp that I was at  was a t  Smith's, in Dr. 

Tarpley's woods. That night Dr. Tarpley was initiated. 
This old gentleman here? CEIEF JUSTICE. 

WITNESS.Yes, and a man named George Faucett. 
COTSNSEL.When was that ? 
WITNESS. I don't recollect the date. 
C. Well, as near as you can ~.ecollect? 
W. I think i t  rnust have been in last January. 

January twelve months ago ?CHIEFJUSTICE. 
WITNESS. Yes, sir, January twelve months ago. I have 

been out of it twelve months. Well, I think nothing more 
was done that night till after the oaths were administered and 
the by-laws were read. 

COUNSEL. Who administered the oath ? 
WITNES~. John T. Trollinger. 
C. Was he the commander of that camp? 
W. Yes. 

JUBTICE.CHIEF Did ;you see that old gentleman with the 
gown and mask on ? 
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WITNESS. Not to my recollection. That night George 
Mebane was elected First Lieutenant. Next thing we did 
Thomas Gray wrote a letter and John T. Trellinger gave me 
the letter, telling me to carry and throw it into Mr. Eadham7s 
door. We took the letter and put i t  in a stick and threw it 
against Mr. Badham's door and then we run out of town as 
fast as we could. 

COUNSEL.What was in the letter ? 
Wxm~ss .  I don't know what was in the letter. The letter 

was directed to Badham and Peter Hardin. 
C. Are they Republicans 
W. Both Republicans. Badham had been trying to catch 

the Iiu Klux in some way. 
C. Well, go on. 
W. One night after that we went in some woods on the 

branch for the purpose of initiating Dr. John A. Xoore. 
(There was some interruption occasioned by the marshal en- 
tering with a return in case of Wm. Fogleman and Ruffin 
Fogleman, after which witness continued.) Well, sir;  that 
night Dr. John A. Moore was to be initiated. I t  was pro-
posed that me and Thomas Tate should go to his house and 
get him to come down with us. They told me to tell him that 
my wife was sick and wanted him to come and see her. Just  
opposite Mr. Stagg's Nr. Tate tells Mr. Moore what was 
wanted. H e  said he could not go that night but would attend 
next week, and me go on back. I t  was proposed that night 
that James Cansey, a member of the camp, was talking too 
much, and they wanted to know what should be done with 
him. It was proposed that he should be brought before the 
camp and if the thing went any further he should be disposed 
of, that dead men tell no tales. The vote was carried by the 
camp. Order was also given that night that Caswell Holt 
should be whipped. George Anthony and Peter Holt7s son 
Jerry, brought orders that night that Caswell Holt should be 
whipped from George Anthony's camp. 

0. When was i t  to be done ? 



W. Well, I think i t  was on the next Friday night that he 
was to be whipped. 

C .  Who mas present when these orders mere brought ? 
W. William Kirkpatrick, there were a good many present. 

George Anthony and Jerry Holt brought orders that Cas- 
well Holt should be whipped by the camp, there were a good 
many present. 

C.  Can you name any others ? 
W. Thomas Tate, George N'ebane, Henry Robinson, Wm. 

Kirkpatrick, I think some of the Blr. Foglemans. 
0. Either of these here ? 
W. Rufiin Fogleman and Emsley Fogleman, to the best of 

my knowledge and belief, were there that night. I t  vas  a 
pretty full camp. I n  two or three nighis after that Wm. Fo-
gieman, Ruffin Fogleman and Emsley Fogleman came by my 
house and asked me to go ~ i t h  them. Ny wife told me not 
to go, and I didn't go. They went that night and did the 
whipping. I heard William Andrews, William Kirkpatrick, 
William Fogleman, Rufin Foglernan, Elilsley Fogleman and 
John T. Trollinger speak of it. 

QUESTION.They told yon aftertvards that they whipped 
him. ' 

WITNESS.Yes, sir ; they did whip him. Thcy said that they 
went there and broke open the door. William Andrem then 
threw him out of the door and jumped on him, got him out, 
took him down in the woods, and took of his shirt and whip- 
ped him with hickories. 

much did they whip liim ilCONSEL.HOW 
WITNESS. I don't know how inncli, they gare him a pretty 

severe whipping. 
C. Did they do anything else? 
W. No, sir; not that night. Tmo or three days after that 

Cswel l  Holt had Piper Sellars arrested and carried before a, 
Jrnstice of the Peace. 

@. What Justice? 
W. Peter Hardin and Lawyer Badham. 

10 
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C. Were they Ku Klus  
W. No, sir;  they were not Ku Klus  ; they were Republi- 

cans. 
C. V e r e  they convicted ? 
T. No, sir ; they proved themselves at  home by these men. 

They didn't get any one of the men that mas there. After 
that there was a camp met between Aubnrn Thompson's in a 
pine thicket, to see what should be done with Caswell Holt. 
Well, we all met there that night. 

0. Who mas there 8 
W. Dr. Tarpley, RxzfEn Fogleinan and Emsley Foglen~an, 

William Fogleman, Robert Stockardt, Thomas Tate, George 
Antony, John T. Trollinger, and several others. 

C. What others ? 
W. There was William Whiteell, Stone Wateslg, Lemuel 

Watesly, Jerry Holt. They first proposed that he should be 
given another whipping. 

C. Who proposed that ? 
W. George Antony proposed that, but i t  was thought they 

would be taken up and i t  would make a fuss. They didn't 
care to have any lnore whipping done. I t  was then proposed 
that he should be hung. 

C. Who proposed that ? 
W. Dr. Tarpley proposed that he should be put out of the 

way ; " that dead men tell no tales." They went on and put 
i t  up before the camp and passed upon it. 

HOWwas the vote taken ?CHIEF JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. Unanimously. I t  was put upon Carnp Ho. 10, 

(Job Faucett's Camp,) to execute the orders. Either Antony 
or Trollinger first; proposed that he should be hung on a tree 
and left hanging. Then i t  was proposed that he should be 
sunk in Haw river. Then they put i t  to a vote who should 
carry the message to Camp No. 10. That was put upon me. 
I carried the order to Mr. Faucett. I found him planting 
apple scions. H e  told me he would be there on Friday night 
to execute the order. 



COCKSEL.Why didn't they kill him ? 
WITNESS, I t  Tcas stopped by Jacob Long, Chief of the 

County. H e  stopped it. 
C. yon say IT. T. Tarpley, William Foglenian, Emsley 

Foglemnn, Enffin J?oglewan aad George Mebane m r e  present ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. Do  you know vhere George Antony is ! 
W. I11 Uissouri. 
C. When did he leave !: 
W. H e  went in the early part of last Spring. 
C. Do 70" linow here Thomas Tats  is ? 
TV. I do not. 
C. Has he left the Connty 'i 
W. I havn't seen him since Kirk's men came, and it was 

reported that lie ran away a wonth aud a half ago. 
C. Do yon know where Jolln T. Trollinger Ts ? 
W. I saw him last Wednesday at  Company Shops. 
C. Did yon put on the dress at your meetings ? 
W. W e  put them on at our meetings, and also 11-hen we 

went to execute our orders. 
C. IIom nlnny Camps were there i n  Alninance 'l 
. Ten. 
C. Who made the dresses for yon d 
W. We got our wives to lnalie them. 
C. Where did yon get the clot11 1 
W. W e  bought thc cloth at different places, any where we 

did our trading. 
C. Who made yours ? 
W. Ny wife. 
C. Did she make any others ! 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. IIow nlany had you made at your house ? 
W. About five or six. Wife made them. 
C. Who for? 
W. For William Moore, George James, William Iiirk- 

patrick, and some others. 
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CHIEF JUSTICE.ISyour wife here ? 
WITNESS. KO,sir. 
C o m s ~ r .TO COURT. We don't care about proceeding any 

further in this case. 
JUDGE many were there i n  different Camps": SETTLE. HOW 
WITNESS.There mere reported to be between six and se-ien 

hundred in Slamance known as the White Erotherhood. 
J. S. Had  you any vritings ? 
W. They m o t e  down the oath and by-law. 
J. S. You have no copy of them ? 
W. KO,sir. 
J. S. T h a t  is the k n o m  purpose of the organization 

among the members of the order ? 
W. I t  v a s  to prevent the coiorecl man from elevating him- 

self v i th  the whites, and to over t l l ro~ the Republican party ; 
to go around before elections and frighten the colored people 
to keep them from going to the electiocs. 
J.S. V a s  that part of the instrnetions ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. =ou spoke of prisoners being arrested and prov-

ing an alibi, were there any of the true parties arrested ? 
. No, sir, Peter Sellnrs was arreskd r.nd he didn't belong 

to i t  a t  all. 
J. S. How far did this oblig~tion to aid one another in 

difficnlty estend ? 
W. To carry away men, and llanging around the jury and 

the sheriff and getting in as jnlyrnei; and to he!pilig each u~iler 
a t  all hazards. 
J.S, If they got on the jcry they mere to give a yer-

dict in favor of the criminal ? 
TV. Yes, sir. 
J. S. I f  the order came from another camp, were yon 

t o  enquire in to  it, or go and execute i t ?  
W. W e  were to execute it.  I t  mas from higher authority 

than privates. 
J.S. What is your knorrledge of its extent? 



W. Why, I hare heard there mere a great many in this 
State and in the United States, I heard that Andrew Johnson 
was the founder of it. 

J. 8. Who was Chief in North Carolina. What  infor- 
mation did you get as to the leaders in that Co~znty 8 

W. Shall I name the ten Chiefs ? John T. Trollinger, 
William Tickel, Jasper N. Wood, Jacob Long, Albert Nnrray, 
sheriff of the Connty, Joseph Fancett, George Anthony, David 
Nebane, I don't recollect the other two. 

CHIEF JUSTICE.A t  how many nleetings did you see this 
old Dr. Tarpley ? 

WITSESS. I don't know, sir. 
C. J. You are certain that he mas the one that proposed to 

have Holt killed ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And i t  was voted on, and carried nnanimously ! 
W. yes, sir. 
C. J. When was i t  to be carried iato effect? 
1 .  The nest Friday. 
C. J. EIow long before yon delivered tlie order was it re-

voked ? 
. The day before it, ta fie executed. We held the 

meeting Monday, I carried the message on Tuesday and on 
Friday i t  was to be esccntecl. 

C. J. Who revoked i t ?  
. Jacob A. Long. 

SETTLE. YOUspeak of him as Chief of the County. JGDGE 
WITNESS. Yes, eir, he was High Chief. 
J. S. Who was above him ? 
TV. I don't knom;, sir, except that Andrew Johnson was 

said to  be the " High Centre" 01the United States. I do not 
know of any higher officer than Jacob A. Long. 

J. S. What yere your officers called Z 
W. Chiefs. 
QEESTION.When h a m  yon seen Long ? 
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WITNESS. I haven't since May. H e  said he vas  going 
where hemp didn't gron-. 

Q. You said he vas  clerk of the Court. 
W. H e  x-as assistant clerk of the Superior Court under 

Mr. Albright. He was studying law at Eillsboro'. 
Q. How long ago Tvas that ? 
W. About the time of the first arrest b j  Col. Kirk. I 

have not seen him since. I t  x-as a fey  days before he stated 
that he  was going where hemp didn't grow. 

CHIEF JUSTICE. Did your Camps ever go out of the county Z 
WITNESS. I t  was'nt bonnded by the connty, but I don't 

think i t  ever x-ent out of the county. I don't know mhether 
any camp ever r e n t  out of the connty or not. 

JUDGE extensire did you say the organization DICK. HOW 
was ? 

7TTrrs~ss. X y  last understanding was that i t  was 40,000 
strong in the State. 

J. D. Did it exist in the adjoining counties ? 
?IT.Yes, sir. 
QUESTIO-U.I n  the County of Caswell? 
WITNESS.1did not hear any spoken of in the County of 

Caswell. 
JT~DGEDICK. How many in Orange county-or Chatham ? 
WITXESS.I did not understand how many-in Ormge or 

Chatham. 
J. D. But in the County of Gnilford yon understood ? 
W. Yes, sir, i t  is reported about 1,200 strong. 

SETTLE. DO SOU know the means of making your- JUDGE 
selves known to one another ? 

WITNESS.Yes, sir. The first sign was, approaching a 
brother you caref~~llg rnbbed Fonr hand down over the left 
coat collar. The answer was, he rnbbed his left hand over the 
right coat collar. There were other signs. I f  you were shak- 
ing hands, you slipped your thumb down over the middle 
finger. 

QUESTION.Had you any signs in the dark 1 



WITKESS. Yes, s i r ;  slapping the hands together twice. 
The word of distress was "Shiloh." If any body was about 
to murder you, you hollowed ('Shiloh." If any body was in 
hearing he would immediately come to your assistance. 

DICK. Did you ever recognize persons from anyJUDGE 
other countfes by these signs 9 

WITNESS. Yes sir. 
Here the prosecution gave the witness to the defence. 

Mr. BATTLE.YOU say there are how many Camps in Ala- 
mance 

WITNESS.Ten. 
Mr. B. How many hare you visited ? 
W. Well, sir, I never visited but three. 
QUESTION. Well, into what Camp were you initiated ? 
WITNESS. I was initiated into Camp No. 4. 
Q. How many members were there in that Camp ? 
W. I don't recollect how many members there were. 
Q. You don't recollect ? 
W. No, sir, I don't recollect. I would not want to say 

how many there were ? 
Q. How many do you think ? 
W. I reckon there were about thirty. 
Q. How many other Camps did you visit ? 
W. Two others. 
Q. What were they 'r 
W. David Mebane's and Sheriff Murray's Camp. 
Q. About the number in your own Camp, you think there 

mere about thirty. Can you tell their names S 
W. I think I can. I will begin with the Chief. John T. 

Trollinger, Thomas Gray, George Tolar, Dr. Tarpley, William 
Fogleman, Ruffin Foglernan, Emsley Foglcman, William 
Andrews, Green Andrews, Bunyan Andrews, Thomas Tate, 
George Mebane, John Robinson, Henry Robinson, Thomas 
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Robinson, William Bedding, William Kirkpatrick, Joseph 
Kirkpatrick, James Stockl~art and Robert Stockhart. 

YOUhave named pretty much all, in yourCEIIEFJUSTICE. 
statement. 

VITNESS.About all, sir. 
Ur. BATTLE. Have you got down all ? 
WITNESS. Well, sir ; George Faucett. Theremag be others 

that I don't know nom. 
HOWmany is that ?CHIEFJUSTICE. 

WITNESS. Twenty-four. 
Nr .  BATTLE. YOU don't know the number of any other 

camp ? 
WITXEES. 0, Dr. John A. Moore belonged to  it. 
Mr. B. EIow many did yon say there was a t  one meeting '.' 
W. Below Graham-there I saw them-there was upwards 

of two or three hundred. More than two hundred ; I can't 
exactly say the number. 

Mr. 13. When did you say you entered 8 
T. Well, sir, I thought it was in  December, 186s. 
,Xr. B. Bow long did yon remain there 2 
TQ. Till June, 1869. 
Nr. 13. How did you get out without being killed ? 
TQ. I had a f ~ x s  113th Green Andrew, and suppose he 

re-organized the citmp and bluffed me out. 
Nr .  13. You did not voluntarily resign, then ; yon were 

blnffed out ? 
?Q. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Hov- did you take that ? 
W. I didn't care ; I was glad to get out. 
Xr .  B. You didn't seek to get out ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Why not ? 
W. Because there was no use of it. 
Mr. B. Well, how did you act ? Why did they bluff yon 

out. 



W. Well, Mr. Andrews and me had a fuss. I suppose i t  
to  be that. 

Nr .  13. Had you betrayed any of their secrets ? 
W. No, sir;  I was afraid to do it. 
Mr. B. Where have you been since ? 
W. A t  home. 
Nr. B. Then they never have troubled you ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. E. They have never taken the least steps to harm you? 
W. No, sir. I gave them no reasons to disturb me. 
Mr. B. They all know that you belong to the Klan! 
W. Yes, sir. 
ith. E. How came i t  known that you belonged to the Klan t 
W. I don't know, sir. 
Xr. B. When vere  you summoned in this case ? 
W. Well, sir, i quit being a member in Jnly. 
Mr. B. After Col. Kirk got there ? 
W. I didn% go to Col. Kirk ;I went to Graham to Mr. Al-  

bright ? 
Mr. B. And made your ac1;nomledgenient before him ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. How did yon know that he was authorized to  re-

ceive i t  ? 
W. Well. sir;  I heard that he was authorized. 
Mr. B. Who is Mr. Albright B 
W. H e  is clerk of the Snperior Court. 
Mr. B. What are his politics ? 
W. Republican. 
Mr. B. H e  is a Republican ;you went to him, having heard 

that if a man mould acknowledge he was a K u  Klux he wonld 
not be troubled 1 

TN. I understood that Gov. Holden proniised that if aman  
wonld confess that he belonged to the X u  Xlux he would not 
be.. harmed. 

Mr. 13. And that ie the reason why you made your a o  
knowledgernent ? 
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W. Yes, sir. There was a great many before me. 
Mr. 13. How many had acknowledged before you ? 
W. I think there was sixteen in print. 
Mr. 33. How many not in print ? 
W. I don't know, sir, I never read their affidavits at all. 
Mr. E. You think there was about thirty belonging to 

camp No. 4. You have counted over 23 here ? 
W. I can give two more. James Causey, and William H. 

Murray. 
Mr. B. You don't give how many in any other camp ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. And yet yon say there mere se7-en hundred in the 

county '2 
W. I have heard in our camp that there were the rise of 

seven hundred in the county. 
Mr. B. Where do you live ? 
W. I Live north of Graham Station, three-quarters of a 

mile. 
Mr. 3. Is not that a thickly settled part of the county 8 
W. Yes, sir ; tolerably thickly settled. 0, 'Walter Thorn- 

ton belonged to our camp. 
Mr. E. Where was your camp? 
W. We met anywhere in the woods. The law was we 

were not allowed to have i t  twice on the same ground. 
Mr. B. Well-but what were the boundaries of your camp ? 
W. The boundaries of the camp were from Haw River, 

taking in Company Shops. I t  kept on the right hand side of 
the railroad and the left side of the river to near Ireland's 
Mills, two or three miles. This was north of the road. 

Mr. B. Didn't this camp include nearly everybody living 
in that neighborhood 8 

W. Nearly everybody. 
Mr. B. Do you know how many persons are about the 

Shops-employed there ? 
W. No, sir, I don't know. There is a heap of colored men. 



Mr. B. Do you know anybody belonging to the Radical 
party there Z 

W. No, sir. 
Nr. E. Are you a Democrat ? 
W. I was a Democrat-so I suppose. 
Mr. C. Did you vote the Democratic ticket at the last 

election ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you vote the other ticket? 
W. I did, sir. 

SETTLE. YOU say you heard the chief say there were JUDGE 
over seven hundred in the County ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. And you haven't been a rnernber since July, 1869 ? 
W. June, 1869. 
[Question lost.] 
W. Yes, sir, I know a great many that left about the time 

I did. 
Mr. BATTLE.Can you say there vas as many in June, 1870, 

as in 1869a 
WITNESS. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Can you say there were seven hundred ? 
W. I don't knov, I haven't been in it since June, 1869. 
Mr. B. About that time you left and know some others 

that left i t ?  
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Yo you know anything of the organization since 

that time ? 
W. No, sir. 

Was this Caswell Holt the only fellow that CHIEFJUSTICE. 
your camp did execution on ? 

WITNESS.I think they were the only ones we whipped. 
Nathan Trollinger mas whipped on the night that the coffin 
was carried to Joseph NcAdams' door. They went and 
whipped Nathan Trollinger and-@ere the witness stated a 
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mutilation that Trollinger was made to commit on himself, 
not proper to publish.) 

SETTLE.What Tas his name ?JUDGE 
WITNESS. Eathan Trollinger. 
J. S. Did the men that did this say they did i t  ? 
W. Yes, sir. They told me they took a persimmon stick 

and rubbed his back after whipping him. They rubbed Sandy 
Sellars' back with a persimmon stick after they whipped him, 
v i t h  the bark on. 

CHIEF JUSTICE.Had they any guns ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BATTLE.When where the persons whipped? While 

yon were a member ? 
C

~QITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. And you left in June, 1869 ? 
W. I don't recollect the dates of whippil~gs, I am sure i t  

was in 1869. 
QUESTION. When was it ? 
WITNESS. I told you, sir, that I was initiated in December. 

1 think the whipping of Sellars was in January, and of Cas- 
well Holt in February, 1869 ;but it may have been in January. 
Nathan Trollinger was whipped about February 1869. 

Q. When r a s  the agreement made to Id1  Cltswell I-Iolt ? 
IT. I t  was in April. It was planned but not carried out. 
PROSECUTION.TVe rest for the present now, sir. 

Mr. BATTLE.Mr. Long you stated in general terms, yester- 
day, for what terms these camps mere formed. Tell us what 
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mas the charge against Casmell Holt, when i t  was resolved 
that he should be put out of the way. What  was he  whipped 
for B 

WITNESS. My understanding was he had (here the witness 
stated the offence-grossly insulted a white woman.) 

Mr. 13. And for that the Camp resolved to punish him 1 
W. Our Camp didn't. 
Mr. B. 0, I know-it was sent over to you to be executed 8 
W. Yes, sir, i t  was sent over to our camp to be executed. 
Mr. B. And that other case-Kathan Trollinger. What 

mere the charges in his case? 
W. There were no charges that I kuov  of. They ven t  

there to find a man named Daniel Crutchfield. They found 
Hathan Trollinger, and took him out and whipped him. 

CEIEF JUSTICE.What has become of this Nathan Trol- 
linger ? 

WITNESS. He vent  west and died. 
Mr. BATTLE.From the effects of that whipping ? 
WITNESS. I don't know, sir. 
Mr. B. How long after that ? 
W. H e  got .ire11 after that. 
Mr. B. Yo11 spoke of another case--the whipping of Sandy 

Sellars ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. What was it for ? 
IT. I understood he insulted some white vomen abont 

some hogs. 
Mr. B. Then in neither of the cases of whipping mas i t  

nbout the right to vote ? 
T. No, sir. 
Nr .  13. One was nbout a white girl, and the other abont 

some hogs ! 
IT. Yes, sir. That was my understanding. 

Were those three the only ones that oc-Cnrm JUSTICE. 
cnrred in your connection with the organization ? 
FITNESS.Of whipping ? Yes, sir. 
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C. J. There was a coftin? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And a letter sen t ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Xr. BATTLE. YOU went along when the letter wns thrown ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 

Did you during that time make any raids CHIEFJUSTICE. 
through the country ? 

WITNESS. Well, there was a raid made through Graham by 
a party of men. 

C. J. In disguise? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. On horse-back ? 
W. Some walked and some rode. They shot through the 

niggers' houses, too. They calIed Mr. Badharn out. 
C. J. That was in your Company ? 
W. That mas in the Co~znty. 
C. J. What did the other caups do, in the six or eight 

months you were in ? 
TT. Well, sir, i t  was reported that they whipped a nigger 

named Joe  Harvey in George Antony's camp. 
Mr. BATTLE. DOyon know what he was whipped for ? 
WITNESS. NO,sir, I don% know ; I will tell you, as near as  

I can what I heard: I heard that him and Mr. Coffee had a 
falling out about some corn, and Coffee had him put up in our 
Camp. I t  was sent to George Antong and his CaLP whipped 
him. 

QUESTION.They had Mr. Ireland arrested about it; ? 
WITNESS. I understood so, and that they scared his wife, 

and made her throw her child out of her lap, and the child 
died in consequence of it. 

Mr. BATTLE. YOUdon% know that ? 
WITNESS. I heard it, and know the child died. 
Mr. B. V h a t  were tlqy quarrelling about ? 
W. I told you abont dividing some corn. 
Nr. B. Any charge of unfairness 8 



W. I don't h o v ,  sir, I wasn't there. 
us any information that you can about Xr.  EOTDEN.G i ~ e  

that child. 
What was said abo~lt  i t  in your company 9CHIEF JUSTICE. 

WITNESS. They all said i t  wasn't so-that i t  didn't kill the 
child. When they went in, i t  scared his wife, and she jumped 
up  and let the child fall. 

QUESTION.Who were engaged in i t  '8 
WITNESS. I nnderatancl that there was George Antony, 

Jerry Holt, Jr., and a fellow by the name of Henry Albright. 
Q. Do you recollect any more ? 
W, I believe that was all. 
Q. What was the name of the child ? 
W. I don't recollect the name of the child ? 
Q. What was the noth her's name ? 
IT. I don't h o w  the mother's name. The man's name 

mas Joe Harvey. I t  was Joe IIarvey7s wife's child. 
Nr. BATTLE. YOUsay that three of the parties here charged 

were present ? 
W. No, sir. 

SETTLE. Did I understand you to sa;y that when JUDGE 
they went to Trollinger's they were lookivg for another man ? 

WITNESS.Yes, sir-for Crutchfield. 
J. S. And not finding him they took Trollinger ? 
W. Yes, sir. There was a fuss between him and Ruffin 

Andrews. 
J. S. Did they punish any one that had z. difficulty with 

their members 
W. Yes, sir. 
JCDGE DICK. Where did Trollinger and Crutchfield live ? 
WITNESS. Xorth of Company Shops, about a mile and a 

half. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.YOU said that Jacob A. Long was Deputy 

Clerk in Alamancs and reading law in IIillsboro'. 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
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C. J. Do  you know of your own knowledge, with whom he  
mas reading law 1 

W. No, sir. 
Nr. BOYDEN. Can you explain the E u  Klux alphabet ? 
WITNESS. It begins at  L for A and goes around again. 
Nr. E. What other signs had they ? 
W. Sign for night was a half moon. 
[Witness explained its use from a diagram in this form 

The 3 meant the hour, and 3 and 6 added together meant 
the day of the month.] 

W. They used a cross in the day time. 
[The witness explained from diagram in this form, 

figures having the same meaning as before stated.] 
What would have become of you if you had CHIEF JUSTICE. 

not taken that word that Caswell was to be pnt to death 8 
(Answer not recorded.) 
C. J. Who mas that commauder ? 
WITNESS. Job Faucett. 
C .  J. What would have been done with you ? 
W. Don't know, sir. P e  had to obey the officers. 
0.J. And you put off the very next morning ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C .  J. What business do you follow ? 
W. I am a bricklayer, sir. 



0.J. Didn't you find i t  interrnpt your work, to be riding 
up and down the country ? 

W. W e  did it of night. 
JUDGEDICK. Did the camp regard the oath as binding ? 
WITNESS.Yes, sir. 
J. D. You first held up your right hand ? 
WITNESS.Yes, sir. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Did they appeal to God Almighty 1 
WITNESS.Yes, sir. 
C. J. Anything about Jeans Christ ! 
W. No, sir. 
0.J. You agreed the-\. might take Sour life if you broke 

that oath Z 
W. Well, that was the lam-. V e  could not resist it. 
0.J. Suppose the Cliief n-as not there, could anybody else 

administer that oath ? 
IT. Yes, sir. I adluiniatered the oath myself. 
0. J. Who adininistercd the oath to Tarpley? 
W. John T. Trollinger. 
U. J. Who to Dr. Noore ? 
W. I don't know, sir. It m s  done in a bar room when I 

wasn't there. 
J ~ G ESETTLE.What is your uncleretanding, and what 

was the understanding of your members: if you are called into 
Court and sworn, which oath ronld  you regard as binding ?1 

W. I understand we regard our oath as binding, znd that 
we shall swear for members at all hazards, and prove them a t  
home, if they are arrested on any occasion. 

TESTIhIORY O F  DR. JOHN A. MOORE. 

Mr. BATTLE.Doctor, where do you reside ? 
W ~ E S B .A t  Company Shops. 

11 
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Nr. B. What is yonr occupation P 
W. I am a physician. 
E r .  B. Practicing at  that place ? 
W. Yes sir. I have resided there about tell years. 
Mr. 13. I n  that time have yon known John W.Long 'i 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Where does lie reside Z 
W. About a mile and a half from Company Shops, and 

about one mile from G~aham.  
1 . . Haye yon had an opl?ortunitg to acquire a know- 

ledge of his character ? 
W. I think I have. 
Xr. 13. What is that c h a r x t e ~  ? 
W. Well, sir, i t  is not good in that neighbo~hood. 
Mr. B. If not good, i t  must be bad ? I-Iow bad ? 
W. Well, both for honesty and truth. 
Mr. B. Anything else ? 
W. Well, sir, he is somewhat dissipated at times. 
Mr. B. H e  is accounted a bad character fbr honesty and 

truth ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
&1r. B. That is his general charactel. there ! 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Horn long have you known him ! 
W. I taught school within a mile of his fabher's house about 

-fifteen years ago, and hare known him ever smoe that time. 
Mr. B. Did you ever join this organization h o r n  as the 

White Brotherhood '2 
W. I did, sir. 
Mr. B. Tell their Honors what you know about it. 
W. Well, sir, I don't know that I have attended any meet- 

ings. I was initiated in a shoe shop then attached to the 
stables of my house. 

Mr. B. What was the form of initiation ? 
W. I was only partially initiated at  that time. The young 



man who adininistered the obligation did not know all of it. 
H e  had forgot. I Ie  told me- 

. . When mas this ? 
W. I t  was in the winter. I mas in the Legislature at the 

time. H e  told me that if I n-ould attend a ~neeting the next 
week, in a pine thicket, I would get the oath and the balance 
of the signs. On Saturday evening I -was sent for to come and 
see Jerry Eolt's daughter. The promise that I had made 
to meet thein there escaped my memory. On my retnrn home 
I met a party on his may there H e  told me his purpose and 
I went back with him. They were just breaking up when me 
got there. I t  was in the woods b e b e e n  the Company Shops 
and Whitesell's. I can't tell you who vere there. It was 
dark and they mere just breaking up. 

Xr .  B. Who was the party that vent  with yon ? 
W. I t  v a s  Dr. Tarpley. 
Nr. 13. Is  he here ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. They were jnst breaking up when yon got there / 
IV. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. Did you hear anything said about Caswell IIolt ! 
TV. No, sir ; his name was never mentioned in my presence. 
1 .3. When did this occur ? 
W. I t  was some time, probably, after Christmas, 1869- 

probably in Jannary 1869. 
I .  . The camp was jnst breaking up ? 
TIT. Yes, sir. 
JIr. l3. And you are positive n o t h i s  was said about Cas- 

well Bolt in your presence ? 
W. I am sure nothing was said about Caswell Eol t  in lay 

presence, nor in Dr. Tarpley's presence. If it was mentioned, 
i t  was before we got there. Dr. Tarpley said nothing about 
it. H e  was with me all tlie time, and went back to the Shops 
with me. 

Air. 13. Can you tell ns something about the character of 
this organization, it3 purposes, objects, &c. ? 



W. I never got deep enough into i t  to understand i t  very 
well. 

State the oath, if you please. CHIEF JVSTICE. 
WITNESS. Well, I just swore to secrecj--that was all. 
C. J. Did they declare the purpose of i t  Z 
W. Well, they told me it -ras to strengthen the  Conserva- 

tive party. That mas my understanding of it. 
0.J. I don't want your understanding, but what they said. 
W. There never mas anything said to me about it. Iwas 

never in a meeting afterwards. 
SETTLE.YOUhad no knowledge from. any of theJUDGE 

members ? 
WITXESS. SO,sir. I didn't 1;now there were twenty-fire 

members in Alamarice county until these revelations trere 
made. The only oath I tool; v a s  the oath of secrecy. I never 
knew one siugle oficial connected with it. 

Nr. BATTLE. Did JOZI know of the existence of an organi- 
zation knovn as the Unioa League ? 

TVmlu~ss. Xothing but from hearsay. 
Nr. 13. I t  is generally believed there is such an organiza-

tion, composed of both ~ l i i t e  and colored, but mainly of col- 
ored ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. I t  v a s  nnderstood that it sras a political associa- 

tion ? 
V. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. And yours Tvas, also ? 
W. Yes, sir. I went into it just the same as I went into 

the Iinow Nothing movement. 
Mr. B. If yon will permit me to give you a little advice, 

you will never join another secret-society. 
W. I don't think I ever shall, sir. 
J&r. B. What was the object of' these Leagues? 
W. It was to carry elections, 
r . And what was the object of the other !-the same 8 
W. Yes, sir. 



Mr. B. One was to counteract the other ? 
W. That mas my understanding. 
Mr. B. You have heard of crimes cornnlitted i n  your 

neighborhood 4 
W. Yes, sir. 
Xr. B. By Leagues ? 
W. I don't know. 
Nr .  B. By rnembers of the Leagues ? 
TV. Yes: sir. 
111.. B. ,4nd by members of the Ku Elnx ? 
IT. Yes, sir. 
Nr. 13. And you be l ie~e  both ? 
W. I do. 
Yr .  13. Ton  hace had so little connection with the one, 

and know so little of the other, that you can forin no opinion 
which n-as formed first? 

TIT. I t  is linomn that the Leagce ivas formed first. 
Xr. E. And the h e r  v a s  i n k ~ ~ d e dto counteract it ? 
W. Tes, sir, that was my i-inderstanding. 

Mr. BOYDEN. Doctor, I wish SOIL would state to their 
Eonors all you know about the attempt to assassinate Senator 
SLzoff ner. 

TVITKESS. Well, I will state that, as I lime stated i t  before. 
On the 6th or 8th of January last, I went to  Graham to see 
Loker's child. I t  was bitter cold. I bitched the horse close 
t o  the hotel, and allied d o ~ ~ - n .On my return, I stopped in 
Captain Hunter's store to warm. About twenty steps a t  most 
Boyd hallooed out and ask me if had heard the news. I told 
him no. H e  said they were going to Bill Shoffner that night. 

Mr. B. Well, gi-ce his words. Tell what he said. 
W. The expression mas, " They are going to snspend 

ShoffnerJs writ of haaeas c o y u s  to night." I asked him what 
he  meant. K e  said they were going to bill him. I said, 



166 D o o n n m ~ ~No. 3 .  [Session 

James, this will not do. I t  is going to bring ruin on Ala- 
mance county," H e  says, ';I think so myself. I am going to 
Greensboro: to get out of the ~ a 1 . "  I asked him where the 
men ~ 1 1 0mere engaged in it; could be seen. I said, " If yon 
will tell me where to go7 I will stop i t  or die." H e  told me 
they wodd  pass Gilbraith's bridge, about seven miles from 
Graham, at ten o'clock. I went to Gilbraith's bridge that 
night, about the time indicated, and met seven or eight men. 
They were strangers to me. They vere not disguised. 

What took place ?CHIEFJCST~CE. 
WITNESS.I just hailed them. One of then: asked me who 

I was. I told them that I -mas there as the Beprescntative of 
the people of Alamance Conntg-that I had been informed 
what their purpose was, and begged them to desist. 

C. J. Were they members of the order Z 
1 .  I have no knowledge. I don't know v-hether they 

were inenlbers of any organization. 
C. J. Well, tell what they said. 
7.One of them remarked, " I have rode forty miles to do 

this bnsiness, and I am going to see this through. 
O. J. H e  said he wanted tosee i t  through. Then you said ? 
1%". Mr. Shoffner is not at home. H e  is in Greensboro'. 
C. J. Where was that bridge of Gilbraith's 1 
W. About seven miles from the Company Shops. 
C. J. You told them Shoffner sras not at home ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Then what ? 
W. One of them remarked that there was no use of going 

any further. 
C. J. Then what ? 
W. Then vie parted? 
C. J. Was that all that passed ? 
W. Yes, sir ; all that I now remember. 
JUDGE SETTLE.Did you tell them then of the condition of 

Shoffner's wife 8 



WITNESS. Yes, sir. I told them Mrs. Shoffner was expect- 
ing to be confined, and that they ~ k h t  injnre her. 

J. S. What did they say to that Z 
W. One of them remarked that they didn't want to injure 

her. 
J. S. That was all ? 
W. That was all the conversation, as I now remember. 

They were strangers to me. I don't know that I had .ever 
seen then1 before. I might have known them if i t  had been 
daylight. 

They were not disguised ?CHIERJUSTICE. 
WITNESS. No, sir. 
C. J. How far from Shoffner's was this bridge ? 
W. Seventeen or eighteen miles. 
C .  J. Did you notice whether they had disgnises 3 
W. I didn't see any thing at all. 
C.  J. Were they on foot or on horseback '/ 
W. They were all on horseback. 
C. J. You could not tell whether they carried disguises 2 
W. I t  was dark, and I could not tell whether they carried 

disguises or not ? 
Mr. BOPDEN. YOUsay you met them at  the bridge. How 

did you know they were the men ? 
WITNESS. I only knew because Mr. Boyd told me I would 

meet them there. 
Mr. B. You say perhaps you might have known them if it 

had been light ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. But  didn't you know any of them ? 
W. I didn't know a man in the crowd. 
Mr. B. You say there was one who said, he had travelled 

forty miles ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Which x a y  were they corning ? 
W. They came from towards Chatham. 
Nr. B. Would i t  be the same way from Orange 1 
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W. Yes, sir. Forty miles from where they mere in either 
direction would have taken them out of Alarnance county. 

Mr. B. Well, sir, could you tell how they were dressed 2 
W. No, sir. I t  was dark. They had on citizens clothe8 

-had on froclis. 
Mr. 13. V a s  t l~ere a moon ? 
W No, sir. There xas  no moon that night. 
Nr. B. When mas it, did you say ? 
W. I t  was about the 6th or Sth of January. 
Mr. B. Cloudy or clear ? 
W. I t  was cloudy. 
Xr. E. You had this talk with them, and hare no idea of 

who any one of them was ? 
W. No, sir. Xo idea in the ~rorld. 
Nr. 13. Have you any l~elief as to any one of them ? 
W. No, sir. 1know no parties in the transaction. I h a m  

110 lrnowledge of them escept ns 31~.Boyd told me. 
Nr .  E. Can you tell their complexion ? 
TQ. EO,sir. I know they Tcere all rrhite men. 
Hr .  B. ?Vhat size were they? 
W. Some of thein small and some large. 
xr.13. H o v  many smzll? 
W. I could not say. Three or four, perhaps, were small 

-three or four large. 
Nr. B. Anythinc remar1;able as to slnallness or size ? 
W. No, sir. 
Xr .  13. Didn't Son think you recognized voices there? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. How did i t  happen that yovl didn't ad; them who 

they were ? 
W. Simply because I didn't want to know. 
Mr. P;. You knew they were going up on this horrible 

errand, and went there to stop it, and yet yon tell their 
Eonors you didn't want t o  h o r n  who they were '4 

W. No, sir, I didn't mant to know. I didn't want to get 
into any difficulty myself. 



Mr. B. How would you suppose you were getting into dif-
ficulty ? You went there to meet these men-you are a 
physician-a member of the Legislature. Didn't you think it 
your duty to find out,-when men were going to do such a 
horrible deed as to murder a State Senator,-didn't you think 
i t  your duty to try to find out T Y ~ Othey were ? 

W. Well, I might have tried, and then failed. 
Nr. 13. Ton  say, that knowing the horrible purpose on 

~ h i c hthey started, yon say you didn't x-ant to know who 
they were? 

W. Well, I will tell Ton. I didn't know in Prhat predica- 
ment i t  might place me. They didn't know I had any 
knowledge of the organization. I ~ e n t  there simply as the 
Representative of Alarnance Connty to stop it, and did stopit. 

JUDGESETTLE. Db you meall yon st-ere restrained by 
motives of fear ? 

WITNESS.Yes, sir, I sag that. I didn't know the parties, 
nncl had no means of letting then  know that I sms a member 
of the organization, and I didn't 1;:io~~ s~l ia t  might be my fate. 
I just said,-" Row are yon, gentlemen ? " O n e  of them 
says,-'1 IrIow are yon?" Another says,-" T h o  in hell are 
you 3 " I said,-" I all]: Dr. Moore, Representative of M a -  
manee County, and have been informed of your purpose, and 
an1 here to beg of you to desist. 

J. S. Yon say Mr. Coyd told Son ? Did he tell yoa they 
were K u  Klux ? 

W. Yes, sir, he told me. 
J. S. Yon approached them and addressed them as K u  

Xlux, believing they crere lin Klns ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. You say you were afraid to inquire their names ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. You were afraid they Pronld do what to you ? 
W. I didn't know what. I didn't know bnt they might 

kill me. 
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J. S. Po11 fully appreciated your duty to find out who they 
mere ? 

W. I did, sir. 
J. S. And mould have done it, only you were afraid ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. You mould have inquired who they were, if you 

hadn't been afraid ? 
W. Yes, sir. I have stated that I didn't know the parties. 

I mas afraid I might get into difficulties myself. 
J. S. Were you under the impression that they wonld take 

the life of ICu Klux, if they exposed their secrets? 
W. That was my belief. 
J, S. Tell us now all the persons that you know that you 

have heard spoken of. 
[Answer not recorded, if any given.] 
CHIEF JUSTICE.YOUtold them Shoffner wasn't a t  home. 

Did you h a w  that was so ? 
WITNESS.I mas informed that he was in Greensboro' that 

night. 
JUDGEDICK. Did they say anything to you of hat they 

would do if you misled them? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. One of them did. H e  said, "If  you 

are fooling us, we mill call on you about it." 
J. D. If you knew Ghoffner was in Greensboro', why did 

you go down there that night? 
W. I t  was from fear of alarming Mrs. Shoffner. 
J. D. If he wasn't there they couldn't have hurt him ? 
W. They couldn't have hurt him, of course, but they could 

hurt her. 
J. D. You say, " The night in which I met the parties 

going to kill Shoffner, they said if I deceived them I would 
auffer myself 2" 

W. Yes, sir. 
JUDGESETTLE.When you told them of Mrs. Sho&er7s sit-

sation, v h a t  was their reply ? 



W m ~ s s .  Well, one of them r ~ ~ n a r l ; d  that they didn't 
want to injure the innocent. 

J. S. V h a t  other replies ? 
W. One of them said, if she was at  home she vould have 

to bear the consequences. 
J. S. You say your only motive was to prevent them from 

distressing Mrs. Shoffner ? 
W. Yes, sir. 

I didn't understand i t  so at first, Doctor. CHIEF JUSTICE. 
I thought you told ns that you said you must go and stop i t  1 

WITNESS. Yes. I didn't knom at that time that he wasn't 
at home. 

C. J. Now yon say yon thought so, and afterwards found 
out that he wasn't at home. How did you find out that Shoff- 
ner wasn't at home ? 

W. I saw -get off from the train, when riding from 
Greensboro'. H e  told me he saw my friend Shoffner in 
Greensboro'. 

JUDGESETTLE. P e t  yon told them you didn't know i t ?  
WITNESS. Yes, sir ;I knew. 

BLI~CHIEF JUSTICE. you recollected that even though 
Shoffner was not at  home, you would aypear to suspect i t ?  

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Was she in that way? Mr. EOETIEIY. 

WITNE~S. That was my information. 
Nr. B. You got that from some of his neighbors ? 
W. That was my information. 
Mr. 13. Tell us, who did you know that belonged to the ICu 

Klux in your county? 
W. I didn't knom of any in any other county but Ala- 

mance. I didn't know of twenty-five till these revelations 
toere made. I knew Mr. Boyd and Dr. W. T. Tarpley be-
longed to it, and Mr. Long. 

Mr. 13. How did you knom ? 
W. He came after me to get me to join it. 
Mr. B. Where were you mhen he came for you? 
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W. At Daniel Worth's. 
Nr. B. What did he say ? 
W. H e  told me his wife mas sick, and that he wanted me 

to  go and see her. 
Mr. B. Who was with him 'I 
W. I met Mr. Tate sonlevhere on the road, and when they 

told me that i t  was a mere trick, and that their real object was 
to get me to go to the meeting ~ i t h  them, I told them i t  was 
out of my power-that I could not possibly go. 

Nr. B. Long told you his wife was sick ? 
TV. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. But as soon as rou got out, explained the real 

reason ? 
W. Yes sir. 
I .  B. Who else do you know that belonged to i t  ? 
W. 1know 311.. Tate-Thomas Tate. 
Mr. B. Who else ? 
TiT. I lalov John Dix011, the rnm that gave me the obli- 

gation. 
Mr. 13. Do yon know where he is ? 
W. I-Ie is now in Missonri, I think. 
Nr. B. When did he leave ? 
W. I don't know. IIe has been gone a nloi~thor SO. 

CHIEF JUSTICE. What  was the man's name, who he  said 
left ? 

COCNSEL. His name was Dixon-Jo1111 Dixon. 
Mr. BOPDEN.Who else ? 
WITNESS. I knew 13.Robinson belonged to it, but I don't 

know whether Tom Robinson belonged to i t  or not. I never 
knew that the Foglemans had anything to do with it. 

Mr. B. Did Andrews belong to it ? 
W. I don't know. 
Mr. B. Kirkpatrick ? 
V. Don't know. 
Mr. B. George Antony ? 
W. Don't know. I understood that he  had joined, but 



don't know of my own knowledge, and never heard. The 
neighbors all speak of it. 

Mr. B. Have you heard them at home talk of i t  P 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Mention my more that yor think belonged to it. 
W. I know no mom of my own knowledge. 
Mr. B. Eave  you hoard them, or any member of the organ- 

ization, say they belonged to i t  ? mas  there any of the Pat- 
terson~ belonging to i t  '! 

W. I have understood that Dr. A. J. Patterson belonged 
to it. I understood that Job Faucett belonged to it. 

Mr. B. Did SOZI ever know anything of what came out 
here yesterday in evidcnce against him 'i 

W. I never did. 
Nr .  13. Can you name any more ?-%Tilliam Redding ? 
TV. I never lrnew of my own knowledge. 
Mr. B. Yon nex-er heard any of the Xu Klux say it ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Haven't you heard about Andrew8 ? 
W. I have heard that he did belong to it-never heard it 

from himself. I just got the knowledge from general talk. 
Mr. 13. You never heard any of the Ku Klux speak of i t ?  
W. I don't know as I ever did. 
CHIEFJUSTICE.-(Interrupting.)-IS tl-'s introduced for the  

purpose of making charges against him ? 
Mr. BADGER. sir. 
Mr. BATTLE.I am ~ l l l i n g  they should go on. 
Mr. BOYDEN. YOU heard Long's tsskimony ? 
WITNESS.Ye;, sir. 
Nr. B. I mill ask you this general question : Was there 

any statement made by that witness that you believcd not to 
be true ? 

W. One statement I heard was in this Omae'H Holt mat-
t.r. I wasn't in it, and naturally romewhat in- 

C ~ r m  You were naturally mistaken, if you sup-JUSTICE. 
pose he said i t  was made where you mere. He said they had 
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a meeting of two companies ; that the question came np, -what 
should be done with Caswell Bolt ? The first motion was to 
whip him again ; whereupon Nr. Tarpley said, the best way 
mas to put him ont of the way-"Dead men tell no tales." 
Do  you know anything about thwt 8 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
C. J. They then voted to Bill him. The cjuestioii then 

was, How shall we kill him Z Shall we hang him to a tree, 
and let his body hang there ? That was objected to, and then 
i t  was proposed to Bill him, or sink him in IIaw River. 

W. Yon are mistaken abont the remark I made. His 
statements with respect to my connection with the matter as 
to him-they were correct. 

JCDGE SRTTLE. From the information you received, didn't 
yon believe that the organization was an extensive one in the 
county of Alamance ? 

WI~NFBS.I was informed that there were about 300 in 
the county. I was informed by some of the members. 

QUESTION.When was that ": 
WITNESS. That was in the spring of 1869. 
JUDGESETTLE. Had YOU not information which induced 

you to believe that the organiz~tion extended throughout the 
State ? 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
J. S. In  other counties of the State 3 
W. I have no lmowledge. 
J. 8. What do you beli'cve in refkrence to tile county of 

Guilford ? 
1 .  I understood there was an organization i n  Guilford. 
J. S. Horn in  Orange ? 
W. There was also an organization in Orange. 
J. S. I n  Chatham 8 
W. Also in Chatham. 
J. S. I ask you now, if last spring you did not believe this 

organization existed extensively in the counties of Orange and 
Alamance ? 



W. No, sir. I have no knowledge and no belief about it. 
J. S. You were a candidate, I believe, for re-election- 

[Last of qnestion lost.-Bq.] 
TV. I never met one that I knew of during the campaign. 
J. S. Doctor, what mas the name of the organization? 
W. The White Brotherhood. 
J. S. How many orders are there ? 
W. The only one, as far as I knom, is the White Brother- 

hood. 
3. S. The Constitntional Gnion Gnard ? 
W. There mas one named the Constitntional Union Gnard. 

I never joined that, nor the Invisible Empire. 
5. S. Did you ever see these jmrties in disguise ont ? 
'IV. Never, riding. I saw them on foot. 
J. S. When 'i: Tell all about it. 
IT. I saw them when Mr. Corless was whipped at  the 

Shops. I ment home from the Lodge abont 12 o'clock at 
night. Mr. Corless livcd in an adjoining house, and as they 
11-ere carrying him off I heard a terrible noise, and ran to my 
fmnt door and sntv them carrying him off. I only saw a white 
object. I didn't know anything abont what was done till 1 
saw him next morning. 

3. 8. [&nestion lost.-Re2.1 
7V. In  my riding and travelling, I never came across any 

of these parties except in that open field. 
Crr rm JUSTICX.When you saw these Inen taking that man 

off did you raise an alarm ? 
WITNESS. I did. They were raising an alarm everywhere. 
C. J. Did you go to bed 1 
IQ. KO,sir. 4 staycd up. I ment up as far as Mr. Grea-

son's. H e  was up, giving the alann. Mr. TQorth was up. We 
didn't know where they were gone to. 

SETTLE. YOUlive in the village JUDGE 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Is i t  thickly settled l 
TV. Yes, sir. 



J. S. What time of night WAS i t  ? 
W. Abont midnight. 
J. S. Was i t  a dark night ? 
TV. Yes, sir, i t  was-just before the moon was up. 
J.S. How many were there ? 
W. I couldn't tell. I thought maybe there was five. 
C ; ~ I E BJVSTICEYOU saw them going off; didn't you go in 

that direction ? 
WITNES~ Yes, s ir ;  we ven t  past Mr. Greason's house. 

Corless' wife was up, and going on after them. 
C.  J. Didn't you go on iz 
T. NOfurther than Xr. Gre ason's. W e  Heard no noise. 

I n  a little while Corlcss came back. 
C. J. Abont how long ? 
W. About half an hour. 
C. J. Yon cnll that 2 little while under such circumstnn- 

ces ? 
TV. I t  vas  half an hour before I got my clothes on. 
J m a ~SETTLE.w h o  v a s  Corless? 

H e  mas teacher i n  a school there-a New Jer-R T ~ ~ r n ~ s s .  
seyman-a white; man. B e  taught a colored school. H e  r a s  
a crippled man. 

CROSS EXAMIKED. 

Mr. BOYDEN. Since you made that disclosure that was pub-
lished in the papers, bas there been any talk to  you, Bo prevent 
yon from making any further disclosures 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
Mr. B. H~hvn'kgentlemen refused to speak Co you 1 
W. Never, but one man, and he was tight a t  the time. 
Nr. B. Earcn'B SOU said to anybody that there were twentry 

or twenty-five $hat Created you in that way? 
W. No, sir. I have aid that there was several of them 

that appeared to be cool towards me. [Witness waa here ahown 
a copy of the SmtineZ, January 1, containing the article re-



fened to. H e  recognized the article, and stated that he com-
posed it himself. Article read. Witness admitted that they 
were his words.] 

Dr. Moore, I confess that I am not satisfied CHIEFJUSTICE. 
with the way you pass over this matter. This man thus taken 
out at  midnight and whipped caused a great outcry. Didn't 
you halloo ? 

WITNESS. NO,sir. 
C. J. Was i t  because you were afraid, or because you 

were a member ? 
W. No, sir, i t  wasn't because I was a member. 
C. J. Was you afraid to do it, or how do you espiain i t ?  
W. I didn't know but what they might kill me. 
C. J. Was that the reason that you give why you and your 

people let this thing be done ? 
W. There were half a dozen other men by. There wasn't 

one of them that would go. 
C. J. Well, whad does f l~atrneart ? 
W. There was one colored man, and one whatchman, and 

they ran back, both of them. I 

C. J. There were five or six men, and you saw them carry 
off and whip this man, and you let them ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And made no outcry Z 
W. No, sir. 
C. J. Well, you may stand aside. 
JGDGESETTLE. Doctor, when did you first disclose your con. 

nection with the K u  Klux ? 
WITNESS.Well, sir, i t  mas during the campaign. 
3'. S. Your disclosures were all free and voluntary? 
W. They were, sir. 
Mr. BOYDEN.Did you circulate a good many copies of that 

article among your constituents ? 
WITNESS.No, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you order a good many ? 
W. No, sir. IfI did, I don't remember. 

12 
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JUDGESETTLE. Had yon been in the habit of denying your 
connection with this organizztion ? 

W r r ~ ~ s s .Never. 
3. S. Did you admit i t  ? 
W. I had never been called npon. If a man had asked me 

if I belonged to it, I wonld have said yes. I nemr denied i t  
on the s t ~ m p .  

J. S. Didn't you deny it in the Legislature ? 
TB. No, sir. I never referred to it. I contended all the 

time that nine-tenths of all the crimes that were charged ~ q o n  
i t  were ccm~~ii t ted by persons not connected with it. 

[Entire article from the Xmtilxel read.] 
CEIEF JCSTICE.'Was that written before this atteinpt on 

Shoftner ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. I t  mas pnblished in the lending Demo- 

cratic paper of North Carolina. 
SETTLE.What mere the personal relations between JUDGE 

you and ISlr. Shoffner-friendly ? 
WITNESS. yes, sir. W e  mere both Master Masons-he of 

one lodge and I of another. 
J. S. What motive influenced yon to go to his rescue ? 
W. My motive was on his acconnt, and on account of the 

people of Alamance County. 
J. S. Wasn't the fact that he was a brother E m o n  one of 

motives which determined you to go ? 
W. Yes, sir, I confess i t  mas. I don't think i t  was as 

powerful as the balance. 
Mr. BATTLE. Doctor, da you know why this man Corless 

was whipped ? 
WITNESS.I do not, sir. 
Mr. E. You stated that at  the time you met these men, one 

of them said he had ridden forty mile^. Are you acqnainted 
with Alamance County ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. And you know most of its citizens? 
W. I know a good many of them, sir. 



Mr. B. Forty miles from that bridge, in any direction, 
would carry yon out of the Connty of Alarnance, would i t  not ? 

W. I t  ~voulcl, sir. 
Xr. 3. Ton said yon heard these men talliiug, but conlcl 

not tell their voices ? 
w. I conld not. 
ISIr. 13. SULIcoul~l not tell their voices. Could you have 

told if' they had been from tho County of A1,zmance ? 
TXJ. I t l~inkI conld. 
Nr. C. you met sere11 or eight ~cen-you were alone. 

The gentleman ~ i s h e s  to !inow v h y  yorr didn't take meawres 
to ascertain who they ere ? 

W. F e l l ,  i t  voald hnre Ireen a ~ i g h t  fool-llardy act in me. 
HI^ JUSTICE. H e  dicln't, want them to know he  Tas a 

brother. 
Mr. BATTLE.YOU say ygu clidn't know the caxse why 

Corless was whipped ? IIave yon heard i t  ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. The vhite people of Company Shops 

had a small church, and t~zrned it over to the colored people. 
The I\-hite people built another chnrch. On one occfision Nr. 
Corless said to the colored mon that if they would go up to 
the white people's church, he would see that they got seats 
there. I t  is my belief that on account of that advice he was 
whipped. I don't think he was whipped for teaching a colored 
school. I-le had been teaching school two sessions, and had 
never been disturbed, ancl these colored people hacl never been 
disturbed. 

Mr. B. Did you ever hear why Caswell Holt was whipped, 
in the first instance ? 

W. The only thing I have any Iinomledge of was for in-
sulting some white lady. Mr. Long says i t  was for showing 
his private pasta to a white lady. 

Mr. B. You have heard of the Leagues ? 
W. Yes, sir, and felt their effects during the campaign. 
Nr. B. Yon believe that a great part of the crime spoken 

of was committed irrespective of Leagues or Ku Klux?  
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W. Yes, sir. Men would have a private spite against n 
certain individual, and would take the responsibility on their 
organization. Men mould commit crime under the cover or 
name of one organization or the other. We have had three 
or four colored men convicted for acting under the name of 
Ku Klux in disguise. I t  was placed on the E u  Klux until 
-came out and told of it. 

' Mr. B. Are you aware of any other instance of the con- 
viction of K u  lilux in the State of North Carolina ? 

W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Do you believe that crimes have been devised by 

these Leaguers-carried out under their orders ? 
W. I have received infor~uation that such is the case. 
Mr. B. You believe that it has been done by order of the 

League ? 
W. Yes, sir. Mr. M ~ o r e  had three or four colored men at 

work on the day of election, vho didn't mean to vote, and 
they sent out four or five colored men, and threatened if they 
didn't go and vote they would whip them ; and they made them 

They were at work for Wm. H. Moore.go.
Mr. BOYDEN.DO you suppose that these colored men be-

longed to the E u  Klux ? 
W. No, sir. 
This closed the case. 



STATE vs. THOS. W. GARY, a€ aZ. 

CA~~~.--E"ELOMOUSLYC O N S P I R ~ Q  TO GO AHD BEEN ONE m-
HABITED BOUSE LN .A.LAMLRCE COTJNTY, AXD WITH ULICIOUBLY 

BURNING SAID HOUSE A SEORT TIME THEREAFTER. 

At Chambers, Raleigh, Augs t  30th, 1870, before Chief Justice Pesrsan and 
Justices Dick and Settle. 

PETER and JOHNHUGHES W. LONG called and sworn. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. LONG. 

Charge was read. 
Nr. UOMEN. State what you know about it, Mr. Long, 
WITNESS. On the night when this house was burnt-
Xr. B. What house ? 
W. David Long's. I t  was we& of Dr. Moore's-near the 

Company Shops-a frame school-house. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.I t  had been used as a schoolhouse 1 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
0.J. TVho used i t ?  
W. A man by the name of Neder. 
C. J. What kind of a school-mhite or colored ? 
W. EIe was a Northern man, and taught a white school. 

I t  was said he taught negro children at night. On that day, 
before the house mas burned, Igoes up to John T. Trollinger, 
and he tells me that he and Thomas Gray they wanted me to 
come there that night. H e  said I must come-there was 
no man thereabouts they conld trnst. EIe told me, also, to get 
a man named Wm. Kirkpatrick to come with me. I told him 
I couldn't. Trollinger said I must come there that night. I 
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said I mould see about it. I vent  home, and at the supper 
table I told my wife I must go. She told me not to. After 
supper I went and asked Kirkpatrick to go with me. H e  said 
he didn't think he conld go, and wanted to know what was to 
be done. I told him what I thought. H e  said he didn't want 
to go. I goes on back there, and stajs tell half-past ten o'clock 
a t  J. T. Trol!inger7s bar room, till the ten o'clock train came 
and left. I t  was about half an hour after the train r e n t  by J. 
T. Trollinger said, we hed better go and do our work. I yet 
wasn't certain what they meant. Thomas Gray then gathered 
a can of kerosene oil, and a large syringe, and wraps i t  up in 
a Bind of hemp bag, and tells me to come on, bnt tells me in 
the first place never to tell any body in the TI-orid, not even my 
wife, what r a s  done that night. We goes on by Daniel 
TTrorth's honse, and got on the fence and set half an hour or 
three quarters. 

C .  J. T h o  vas  with gox ', 
TIT. 39r. Gray. 
C. J. n'obor?~else ? 
TIr. No, sir. 
C. J. Tollinger was not ~v i th  you ? 
W. No, sir. H e  stayed to watch the house. W e  tdks  

over it. I told him we had better not burn that house, but 
he said he W O L I ~ ~ .W e  approached close to the house, and I 
got on the low cross fence and sot, with him ofY of the fence. 
He takes the l;eroseac oil and this syringe, and commences 
squirting i t  up each mi-ay on the gallery, in the cellar, nnder 
the clapboards, and nnder the doors and winc?om. The11he 
takes the rest and pours i t  on the bag and lays i t  on the piazza. 
I said, "please don't set that honse afire." I i e  says, "I will 
burn i t  in defiance of the devil." The second match it was 
lit. W e  ran a-my dovn by the stables and into the bar-room, 
as fast as we conld, and blew ont the lights and lay down. By 
that time the alarm mas given. Trollinger gets up, and we put 
on our clothes, and run up to the fire, and helped to throm the 
fence away from the burning house. Nearly everybody was 



there. The building soon burned down. This mas a year 
ago last March or April-not sooner than March nor later 
than April. After we got back to the house, J. T. Tollinger 
said, "you have done this nork, boys. Never tell of it. I t  
will go as hard v-ith me as with you. It mill hang us all 
three. 

hlr. MERRIMOX Was i t  by decree of the Klsn that this 
house was burned ? 

WITNESS. I can't saj. I t  was by order of the Chief. 
Mr. XI. I ask whether there vas  any order other than Mr. 

Trollinger's ? 
W. I don't 1-mow. 
Mr. N. You didn't learn that there v a s  any other-I am 

asking you if acybody else gave the order :l 
Was there reason to believe that any other CEIEF JUSTICZ. 

camp gave the order 1 
WITNESS. I don't Bnov, sir. WI!at Trollicger told me r a s  

that i t  was an order from the High Chief of the Connty. He 
didn't say whether i t  had been voted in camp or not. 

Well, from what you said yesterday, this Mr. ~ ~ ~ E R E I X O N .  

order ought to be given from some other camp. Wasn't that 
the rule ? 

WITNESS. No, sir. I never said anything about burning a 
schoolhouse. 

Mr. M. Didn't you say, tvhere any offensive person was to  
be whipped, i t  was to be done by some other camp ! 

W. I said we were bound to obey our officers. 
TVht did IOU say was the rule when any- CHIEFJUSTICE. 

thing was to be done ? 
WITNESS. I said the order was put on another camp. 

Well, if that is so, this order to burn this Mr. D ~ E E R ~ O N .  
schoolhouse ought to have come from another camp. Ought 
i t  not ? 

WITNESS. I don't knov. I t  was altogether v i th  the Chief. 
I was just as much under that Chief as a soldier is under his 



184 DOCUMENTNo. 1. [Session 

officer. I told you, yesterday, that whenever there was to be 
a whipping scrape, i t  was done out of the camp. 

Mr. M. But a burning scrape ? 
W. It might be done out of the camp, but we must obey 

our officers. 
Mr. M. What motive had you for burning this school-

house ? 
W. I had none. 
Mr. M. What motive had Gray ? 
W. I don't know. 
Mr. M. What motive had Trollinger ? 
W. I suppose i t  was burned because he kept a nigger 

school in it. There was a nigger school in town. I don't 
know how long i t  was kept. I know there was such a school, 

Mr. M. Was it kept over a week 2 
W. Yea, sir. 
Mr. M. Over a month ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. Over two months ? 
W. Yes, sir. I don't know how many sessions it was kept. 
Nr. M. Did anybody molest that? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. What did they do 
W. ThomasaTate told me that he went and put kerosene 

on the window-sills of that house and set i t  on fire, and i t  went 
out, and i t  was afterwards guarded. 

Mr. X .  And you think that schoolhouse was burned be-
cause they taught colored children there at night? 

W. That was the reason Trollinger gave me. He never 
told me positively i t  was to be burned. He  said there was 
something to burn. I didn't know what. 

Mr. M. Why wasn't the other schoolhouse burned? 
W. Because it went out, and Gray was put in jail. 
Mr. I.Have they kept np the guard ? 
W. I think not. 
Mr. I f .  Why hasn't it been 6urned since then ? 
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W. I reckon the men that burned that have seen enough 
of fie. I think that is a hard question. I can't explain that. 
I dl answer any question if I know. 

Mr. M. Why did you participate in that burning '? 
W. Because I vas  forced to do it. 
Mr. M. By whom ? 
W. By Trollinger. 
Mr. M. Why wasn't Kirkpatrick as much forced as yon 

were 1 
W. They sent him word by me. They gave m e  word 

themselves. 
Mr. M. Was Gray an officer? 
W. Trollinger mas an ofticer, not Gray, 
Nr. M. How ma6 i t  you were afraid to disobey them, but 

afterwards became courageous enough to tell of i t  ? 
W. I never told till this thing was broken up. af ter  it was 

broken up by Kirk, I thought I had protection. I never diB- 
covered it to any extent. I never told any body who was not 
a member of the camp. I told Col. Kirk when he came up 
there. Then I told Mr. Albright, clerk of the superior conlrt. 
Hr.M. Why did you tell him 2 

4 

W. I told him because Governor Holden put out a procla-
mation that any man that would come forward and tell all h e  
knew about it should be protected. 

Mr. M. I thought you said you left the camp in 1869 ? 
W. I told yon I thought I was bluffed out. I didn't act. 

I didn't regard myself as of then]. 
Mr. M. Suppose Trollinger had come to yon and told you 

to bang Outlaw after that, would you have done i t ?  
W. I took no obligations to the new Chief. 
Mr. &;I.After you quit them, if a commander had told you 

to go and shoot Wyatt Outlaw-, would you have done i t ?  
TV. If a Chief bad come and told me to, I would have 

done it ? 
Mr. N. Pou would burn a house or shoot a man ? 
V. I would have done it. 
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Mr. M. Yon say that if a Chief had come and told you to 
burn a house, or shoot a man, you would hace done i t ?  

W. I would, under the circumstances in which I did that. 
Mr. M. I want to see whether you are in or out, or whether 

you hold ?ourself bound to obey orders. Were you bound to 
obey orders ? 

W. Under the circumstances in which I thenwas I would. 
Mr. M. But  after you were bluffed out, suppose Trollinger 

or Antony had charged you with the duty of burning a house 
.or hanging a colored man, mould you have done i t ?  

W. Well, sir, if I had had to kill him, I ~ ~ o u l dhave done it. 
Mr. M. I ask yon, sir, if yon felt bound ? 
JUDGESETTLE. Tell us what you mean by present circnm- 

stances ? Would you have been afraid not to obey after you 
left the order ? 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
r .  E R R O .  If you mould not be afraid to disobey the 

order, why were you not afraid to go and tell the crimes these 
men had done 'l You were afraid to disobey the order, 
and yet up to the time Kirk went there you were afraid to tell Z 

W. I nev'er did tell judge or justice. 
you say yon were afraid to disobey the order ?Mr. M. BLI~ 

W. If I had an order from a snperior officer, I'd done it. 
Mr. M. Didn3 yo11 l aow it was wrong ! 
W. W e  all knew that. 
Mr. 1.  IQhen you knew these men were perpetrating 

crimes, what did you go in for ? 
W. I didn't know it. I rode out with Thomas Gray and 

Trollinger, and there I put up my hand and swore not to 
reveal what they would tell me. 

Mr. M. When you found out, why didn't you refuse to 
join ? 

W. Do you know what the penalty would have been 1 I 
think i t  would have been death. 

Mr. M. I understand you to say that when they wanted a 
man to join, they took him to some secret place, told him to 



hold up his hand, and swear, and if he wonldn't do it they 
shot him? 

W. Well, I will tell how they did it. Some of his friends 
nominated him. They get this person to go out to a party or 
a possum hunt. Somebody comes and meets them with a dis- 
guise on, and they compel hirn to take the oath or die. R o  
live man ever gets out without taking the oath. 

Mr. M. Will other K u  Klux swear to that ? 
W. I f  they swear the trnth they vill. 
Xr. M. Te l l ,  they are a bloody set! Did they put a 

rope around your neck ? 
W. No, sir. I don't know ~rhether Tt was z favor or not. 
Nr.  BI. Huw did they scare ~ o u? 
W. I didn't say they scared me. 
Mr. M. I-Iow no t?  Didn't you say yesterday that vas  the 

Fay  they initiated them ? 
W. On one occasion I satv John T. Gant put a rope around 

's neck. I saw i t  done in that instance. I saw i t  done 
in only that instance. 

Mr. 31. Yon discovered very soon that they -irere perpe- 
trating these crimes-did you not ? 

W. Well, when the first whipping was done I didn't think 
i t  right. 

Mr. N. Didn't you think i t  a great crime ? 
W. I didn't think i t  right. I never whipped but one man. 
Mr. M. Didn't you think i t  ought to be punished ? 
W. I never thought anything about it. 
Mr. &/I. Didn't you think they ought to be esposecl? 
W. I thought if ever they were exposed, there would be 

some punishing done. 1 took an oath not to expose them. I 
didn't screw my heart up at all. 

Mr. M. Don't you think i t  mighty poor bnsiness? 
W. I didn't feel mean about it. I didn't think i t  very 

right nor very wrong. I was afraid I would be Idled if I 
told of it, and am a little afraid yet. 
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Mr. M. You said just now you didn't think i t  very right 
nor very wrong ? 

W. I didn't have many thoughts about it. I was afraid to 
tell of it.. I did'nt consider whether i t  was a great crime or 
not. I did not know whether I could tell the Chief Justice or 
a Judge. I didn't know that they were opposed to it. I 
didn't know that all good men were opposed to it. I know 
right from wrong. I know i t  wasn't right, but thought i t  not 
right to tellof it. I don't know whether it was right to tell 
of it or not, but I will tell it, or die. 

CHIEFJUSTIUE.I understood him to say that when they 
had bluffed him off, although he took no part in it he didn't 
feel under obligation to tell of it. 

W I T N ~ G .I was afraid to tell. I didn't take any newspa- 
pers, and didn't know what the Governor would do. 

Mr. MERBIMON. YOUdidn't know that if you called on the 
Governor, he could move on them and leave you out ? 

WITNEW. No sir. 
Nr. M. You didn't know that you could go to the Chief 

Justice, and if you had known it  would have been afraid to 
do so ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. I understand one of the arrangements of this clan 

was to commit perjury 8 You swore you would protect each 
other by telling lies ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. You are sure that was in the oath ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. M. You are positive about i t ?  
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. Aud Dr. Moore took that oath ? 
77. I never saw him take it. 
Mr. M. Dr. Tarpley took it ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. I understand that he would prove any inan out if 



he was sent up by a warrant. You swear that, and that he 
swore to that 8 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. And that he wonld kill a man ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. M. But would obey orders ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. H e  mould assist in hanging a man if that was or- 

dered by the camp P Suppose the camps ordered that he should 
dill him, wouldn't he do it. 

W. Yes, sir, if he kept his oath. 
Mr. M. If a man didn't stand to his oath, one penalty was 

death Z 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. If he was ordered to burn my house, and refused, 

all the balance were bound to kill him ? 
W. Yes, sir. If i t  mas brought up before the camp and 

voted on, he was then at the risk of his own mercy. 
CHIEFJUSTICE.YOU mentioned one instance. 
Mr. NERR~ON.I wan7t to get at the nature of this oath, 
WITNESS. Well, sir, I think you can get the whole oath- 

constitution, by-laws and all. I can't do i t  to-day, but I think 
I can get it. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.Repeat the oath. 
WITNESS. First, you solemnly swore never to reveal any- 

thing about what came to your knowledge-never to reveal 
the rnan7s.name who initiated you, nor any of its members, 
aids-I believe i t  was aids-or edicts-and goes on to swear 
that you will protect each other. I don't recollect i t  all. 
0.5. Give the substance of it. 
Mr. MERRIXON. That is the idea conveyed by the oath. 

Do you say this organization was gotten up for political p n ~ -
poses, to overthrow the Republican party, and this was to bB 
accomplished by killing men, burning houses, whipping men, 
and other crimes, and that they swore to protect each other a€ 
all hazards ? 
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WITXE~S. Yes, sir. 
Xr. hE. Companies going around to score them, whip them 

for little things, hang them and drovn them?-and for hat 
object ? 

W. For the object of overthro~ing the Republican party- 
I believe i t  is 1ino-m as the Radical party. 

Mr. 11. Did that embrace the wliole Union, or North Car- 
olina ? 

W. I think i t  wasn't all over the Union. l l y  unilerstand-
ing about i t  was that Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, was the founder of the secret, and mas the head 
of it. 

(Counsel here suggested several titles for the head of the 
organization, wherenpon vitness said, " The High Synagogac 
Commander.") 

CHIEFJUSTICE.The couusel wants to know if i t  mas to 
overthrow the Republican party of this State merely, or of the 
whole Union ? 

WITNESS. I never said. I understood that Johnson was 
the Eead Sun-kept the highest seat. 

Mr. MERRUON. This was their object. They were to mur- 
der, whip, ride through the State for the purpose of forcing 
people to vote their way, and then to swear to lies, and get on 
juries to clear each other, an6 do anything to protect each 
other ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
r .  3 .  They were to swear fbr each other, kill for each 

other, burn for each other, ride for each other, go on juries for 
each other, if necessary 1 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. M. You swear to that squarely ?-don't take a word of 

it back ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. M. If you could swear to a lie then-I don't know 

whether you called i t  swearing or not-didn't you regard i t  as 
an oath t 
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W. I regarded i t  as binding, because there was no  chance 
of telling i t  mithont being hanged or drowned. 

Nr. M. Suppose you had been called npon a jury, and some 
poor colored inan had been whipped;and one of your number 
was on trial for it, monld you have sworn to a lie, and said he 
vas  not guilty ? 

W. I'd have to do it. 
Mr. 31. If you could sTTezr to a lie then, why not now ? 
W. I couldn't have been protected then. 
Mr. 11. TVould you not have been protected if on a jury? 
W. I could not. Pretty much all the people in the county 

belonged to it. A great many here belong to it. 
If?. M. How do you know Z 
W. A young man around here said lnst Sunday there was 

a good many in this place. 
31r. 31. Why didn't yon tell it yesterday? 
W. I wasn't asked. I didn't think of it. 
CEIIEFJUSTICE.There must be an end to this thing. That 

question masn't called to his attention yesterday. I don't al- 
low a witness to be dealt with in this vay. I don't consider i t  
fair. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Do you know Mr. Jeff. Younger ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. I I e  lives on Haw river-is a respecta- 

ble man. 
Nr. M. Did you tell him in camp at  Company Shops, about 

two other Xu Rlnx going with yon to burn this house, and 
that you had put i t  off on somebody, and put i t  off on Gray? 

W. No, sir. 
Mr. M. You swear squarely that you didn't do i t  1 
W. No, sir. I will take the Bible oath again on it, if yon 

wish. 
Well, that is what you call emphatic de-CHIEF JUSTICE. 

nial S 
Nr. MEBRIMON. Eow many times-how often did you go 

to Young Kirkpatrick's to get him to go and burn that house? 
W. Never once, sir-not till that night, sir. I didn't know 
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there was anything to be burned. I told him Trollinger 
wanted him to come up there. I told him I thought i t  was 
about burning the schoolhouse. 

Mr. M. How old is William Kirkpatrick ? 
W. About twenty-two years, I think-may be going on 

twentythree. 
Mr. M. Are yon friendly with Mr. Gray? 
W. I never had any fuss with him. 

" Mr. M. Didn't he make a pair of boots for you that yon 
didn't pay for ? 

W. Never. I paid about twelve dollars for the boots, and 
he only wanted ten. 

Mr. M. Didn't he threaten to thrash you? 
W. I have never had any fuss with Nr. Gray. We had 

been always intimate friends, till Mr. Bergen arrested him at  
Company Shops. 

Mr. Long, if you can get that paper Ishod3CHIEFJUSTICE. 
like to see it. 

W. Well, sir ; I think I can get it. 

TESTESONY O F  PETER HUGHES. 

Mr. Hughes, go on and say what youCHIEF JUSTICE. 
know about it. 

WITNESS. I know nothing about it, except what the parties 
told me. 

Mr. BOYDEN.We propose to prove that Mr. Long, at a 
certain time, told witness about this burning, and he went and 
mentioned it to Mr. Gray, and Mr. Gray said they were ordered 
to do it. 

WITNESS. Long just remarked to me that the house was 
burned. 

HOW long after the burning was that? CHIEFJUSTICE. 
WITNESS. TWOor three months after-a good while after. 

E e  said i t  was burnt by his knowledge, and by Gray's. He 
didn't implicate any other parties. 
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Mr. BODEN. Tell vhat  you said. 
WITNESS. I said i t  vas  too daring a thing to be guilty of. 

That  x a s  about the substance of the conversation between 
Long and mgself. I I e  told me Thomas Gray had a hand i n  
it. Well, some time aftern-ards, about December, 1869, I met 
Gray on the railroad, about half a mile above Company Shops, 
and n-e spoke of m m y  things done by the K u  Iilux. Among 
the rest I introduced that as a very daring thing. Gray's 
answer vas  that i t  mas done by order of the camp. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.Did SOU tell him vha t  Long told you ? 
WITNESS.Yes, sir. I don't know exactly what passed, bnt 

I asked him what they meant ? ~ ybeiilg guilty of such an act. 
H e  said that he thought ic T\as na oriie~, and he did as he mas 
ordered. 

C. J. Did he tell gou ;i:~,,gai7e tLe order ? 
W. I do not kaott-. iLe szid, " i t  was an o~de r ,  or he 

thought i t  mas an order." 
Nr .  BOYDEN. Did you Lelong to the camp ? 
WITNESS. I can't say dial I did. I w3s never initiated. I 

worked with them. I mas nssociated with a camp in Guilford 
-Macon Apple's camp. I never took the oath. Long gave 
me the signs. 

Mr. MERR~IOX. XTherc do yon reside '/ 
WITNESS.About two nlilcs or two and a half from Com- 

pany Shops. 
Mr. M. How old are you 'l 
W. Nearly thirty years old. 
Mr. M. What is your business ? 
W. I arnafarmer. 
Mr. M. Do you know John W. Long ? 
W. I do. 
Mr. M. What do you know about his character ? 
W. I don't know that I can give his character. 

13 
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HOWlong have you been acquainted with CHIEF JESTICE. 
him ? 

WITXESS. About three years. 
Mr. MERRIXON. What do people say of him 
WITNESS. People generally speak very bad of him in the 

last few weeks. I think I am the x-rong man t o  ask about 
him. He aud I are brothers-in-law. 

JUDGE SETTLE.YOU say you operated with the camp in 
Guilford 1 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
large v a s  the organization in that county, so J. S. HOTT 

far as you heard, and according to what you learned in camp 8 
W. I understood i t  vas  fi-om tmelve to fifteeu hondred 

strong. 
J. 8. How in Rockingham 1 
W I have heard that Rockingham mas two-thirds or three- 

quarters K u  Klnx. 
J. S. Didn't yon know of your own lruowledge that there 

were some in Rockingham 8 
W. Pea, sir. Reynolds is, and Thompson-it is reported 

his name is-Tom Thompson's son. I met these men at  tz 

church or school house in Rockingham. 
J. S. You learned from them that they were members? 
W. Yes, sir. I don't know that Thompson said it, but 

Reynolds said he was a K u  Klux. 
J. S. The number in that County? 
W. Two-thirds or three-fourths of the County. 
J. S. I n  Alamance ! 
W. I suppose the same. 

We don't want any suppositions. Camp JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. I t  was said they were a majority of the white 

voters in Alamance. 
C. J. That was information you got in your camps ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. BATTLE.YOU say you associated with that carny, bnt 

never took the oath ? 



? 'CT~x~ss.Yes, sir. I got into it. I was informed about 
i t  by John W. Long. H e  told me all about it. 

31s. B. Then you wasn't a regular member ?-and the m y  
nyou learned if a man ~ m s ICn Klus, yo11 just aslied him ? 

W. Yes, sir. I t  was the only sure way of ascertaining. 
Nr. 13. Didn't Long tell yon the signs ? 
W. Yes, sir ; but I h2d rather lxive any man's word than 

his motion. 
Mr. 13. Do you think a man would tell you the truth 

whether he was a I h  1Llus or not ? 
PT. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  B. Why, how xi-odd he know yon were one if you 

didn't make the signs ? 
Tv. I can't tell you. I f 1  met a total stranger in the way, 

I wouldn't ask him. 
[Question lost.] 
TIT. I t  v a s  in Roclringhaz~l when I mas informed-near 

Guilford. I asked Reynolds ~ h e t h e r  Thompson was a ICu 
K l u s  or not. 

SETTLE.D OSOU mean Reynolds or Randall ?JUDGE 
TYITNESS. I don't know. Nempstreet had him up. There 

were three of them. The offence was whipping a darkey. 
J. S. One of them is a pale old man-has daughters ? 
TQ. I think that was it. 
J. S. There were three brothers of them ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Thc same parties I had before me. 
Mr. BATTLE.YOUnever mas initiated ? 
WITNE~S. No, sir. 
Mr. 13. How came they to admit yon? 
W. They admitted me because they didn't know whether 

I was a Ku Klux or not. I had the signs. 
Nr.  B. You were under no oath ? 
W. No, sir. 
Nr. B. You were a kind of spy in the camp? 
VCT. No, sir, I can't confess to  being a spy in the camp. 
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Mr. B. Let us see the signs. 
W. The sign for getting into camp mas t ~ o  slaps. 

Sup1)o~e yon wished t o  find ont from Mr. GRIEF JUSTICE. 
Battle whether he TRS a Ku K l ~ x ,what vould be the sign ? 

WITXESS.I vonld slip nly hltnd d o ~ n  my right collar. 
A man said yesterday the left collar ?hfr. XERRIXCN. 

WITSESS.I think that vas  right. [Witness here explained 
that as he mas one-armed, he could not give the sign accu-
rately.] 

lzr. R i m i n .  T!12y TOU!C! ickethe other sign ? 
WITXE~S.I don't ~ ~ O T T -as I ever made i t  in my life. 
1 .. still  you associated in the camp ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
1f.r. B. This o;.gm;::aiion ~ z soath-bond, ~ n c l: i l lo~ed 

yon t o  go in ~ Y i ~ i l ~ ~ l i  giring the sign ? 
. I didn't qny that. I g a w  two slaps. This other sign 

was regular, if yon meet any one in the vay. I n e w -  made 
myself known t h t  wax. I ~rasn't  in the camp a t  Company 
Shops, and  mver in  Alamance. Ceen living there for nine 
months. 

Xr. B. They Lave pretty iiluch died ont for nine months? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  B. Been declining ever since ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. 13. Have hardly existed, in point of fact, since the 

Presidential election ? 
[Answer lost.] 
Mr. B. Don't you think l t  hsa beeu declining ever since? 
V. I suppose i t  has. 
31r. B. E o w  far do you live from your brother-in-law 1 
W. Just  three miles. 
Mr. B. And you are frequently at his house, and he at 

yours ? 
W. Yes, sir. We pass backwards and fortrards. Noved to 

Alaniance in December. Don't know vhether he had quit 
them or not. W e  had no conversation abont it. 



r .  . You said that he and Gray did this ac t ?  
W. Yes, sir. 

H e  said expressly he told the man so. H eCEIIEFJUSTICE. 
said that Long told hini that he and Gray did it. So~i7if you 
trro [to counsel] take i t  for granted that he didn't, this is oot 
fair and I shall rnle i t  out. 

XI*.EATTLE. HOKmucli conrersiltion had you ? 
WITNESS. I don't Lrnom sir. This r a s  before I moved to 

Alamance Conn ty. 
1 .  . You don% l :no~~ vhether 11c 'ims blnded off'. 
TV. S o ,  sir. 
Xr. B. Was it before or after. 
[At this ;>oint the Chief ,Tr:stice spin interferecl, swyiug Lhat 

the witness had :tlreadp ms:;.ered 03this point.] 
Mr. GSTTLE. Your h o ~ w  interruptecl, am1 I didn't know 

what he said. 
Well, so i: seein;.CIIIEF JUSTICE. 

I hnve had no  co i~cs~sdionM T ~ ~ m s s .  with him since I 
inoved to Alamance County. I don't 1:no~i~ that we have been 
in conrersation in regard to I t .  

COWSEL. Where did you move from ? 
WITNESS.Two miles north of Gibsonville, in Gnilford 

Con11ty. 
C. When? 
W. I n  the month of December. 
C. When was your conversation with Gray ? 
TV. Two months after the building was burned. 

I can't hare this question asked again. CKIIEF JUSTICE. 
COCNSEL.I aslied him when the house mas burned. 
C. J. Well, I wish to pnt a stop to this examination. I 

don't think i t  is conducted fairly. 
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STATE us. WM. MURPHY ANDREWS et. al. 

~%U?'~B-DISGUISMGTHEMSELVES BND WRIPPING NATHAN 

TROLLmGER. 

At Chambers, Raleigh, August SO, 1870, before Chief Justice Penrson and 
Justices Dick and Settle. 

TESTIXOET O F  JOHB W. LONG. 

CEIEF JUSTICE.Did you go to see this man Trollinger 
whipped Z 

TVrrx~ss. Xo, sir. 
C. J. Were J-ou there ? 
W. No, sir. 
C. 5.  What do you know abont it ? 
W. Well, Wm. M. Andrev-s, Wm. Foglelnan and Ruffin 

Fogleman told me they had been and whipped Nathan Trol- 
linger the night before, and John T. Trollinger and George 
Toler said they had been there and whipped him. 

Mr. BOYDEN. Who were there ? 
?VITNESS. The five men were Wm. N. Andrews, TVm. 

Fogleman, IZnffin Fogleman, J. T. Trollinger and George 
Toler. They told me Walter Thornton v a s  there. 

Mr. PARICER. W e  object. " Wm. M. Andrem, Wm. 
Fogleman, Ruffin Fogleman, J. T. Trollinger and George 
Toler told him." . 

Mr. BOYDEN.I suggest whether if it is proved that they 
were all X u  Klux, and these men told him they r e r e  there, 
whether i t  is evidence or not. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.I don't think i t  is. What was the name of 
the absent one ? 



WITNESS. Walter Thornton. 
C. J. Well, tell what they did ? 
W. They took him out of the house, and took him up the 

road, and whipped him with hickories. 
COUNSEL. What else ? 
WITNESS. They made him take out his penis and stob it 

with a knife. 
Did they rub him with a stick ?CHIEFJCSTICE. 

Wmsss .  They never said anything about that. 
Mr. BOYDEN. Were they all Ku Elux ? 
WITNESS. They were all said to be. 
C H I E ~JC~TICE.Which camp did they belong to, Sour 

camp ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Where is that man 2 
V. He went West and died there. 
C. J. Did they tell you whether they had disguises on or 

not ? 
W. They had on their disguises. 
J r j n a ~SETTLE. EIOW was the mutilation performed. Did 

they say he was tied to a tree or in any position ? 
WITNESS. They never said vhether they tied hiin or not. 
JISDGEDICIZ. Where were these parties when they told 

you ? 
WITNESS. They were in the bar-room. Wm. Andrew and 

the two Mr. Fogleinans were down at Sellers' Mill. 
J. D. What were they doing ? 
W. Making a fish trap. 
J. D. Did they all tell you the same day? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. D. Two of them told you at Company Shops, and the 

others down there ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. D. Mr. Badger is not the name of Wm.  Redding included 

in the bill 1 
Mr. EADGEP.Yes, sir. 
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WITNESS. I never heard Xr. Thornton say anything about it. 
You never heard about it except frotn theXr. PARKER. 

t v o  at the Shops and the othef three at the mill 
WITNESS. KO,s i ~ .  
Xr, P. Yon said that t-iro told you at the Shops and the 

other three a t  the mill ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Xr. P. Did they also tell you ~ ~ 1 1 gthey -xhippecl him ? 
'ItT. They said they n.liil)yecl him to rnake him tell vhere 

Daniel Crntchfield vas. 
Mr. P. T h o  was he ? 
'TIT. I don't know, sir. 
Xr. P. Did they tell ~7!1nt they m u t e d  with him ? 
QT. They didn't say. 1: suppose they wanted to whip him. 
Nr. P. Did they say ~ h y? 
'FV. TVell, him and Xr. R n E n  Andrews had a ~LISSa t  Oom-

pany Shops, and so they minted to vhip  him. 
No evidence was oEerecl for the defence and the case closed 

here. 



STATE us. TQ31. 11.AXYREWS ei al. 

At Chambers, Rnleigli, August SO, 1870,hcfore Chief Ju t ice  Pearson and 
Justices Dick nud Settle. 

JUSTICE.~ I E F  Stand 1)acl: there. Tell what they did? 
WITNESS.Well, as near as I cnn tell, i t  was nbout midnight, 

after the middle of Winter, or the first of spring, year before 
last, they came thelee, and broke d o ~ v nthe door, and came in. 

C. J. Who came in ? 
W. I don't knov, on account of their having these things 

on. They said there was a, man wanted to see me. I said I 
thought I conld not go. I was stripped off and gone to bed. 
They came in, as many as could stand in the house-I think 
about twenty. They took me right out to the woods, about a 
hundred yards, at the other side of Mrs. -'s barn, and 
told me to pull off my shirt, and when I didn't do i t  they just 
tore i t  off. Then they tied my l~ands right around a tree, 
then they went off a little piece, and hipped about me, and 
made a kind of noise, like these little screech owls. Then 
they came up and poked their horns at me, like they was going 
to hook me. 

[Witness was asked to repent.] 
W. After they got me they went and tied me to a tree, and 

went around in a ring, and stood off and whispered to one 
another, And then one would come up and hook at me and 
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then another, and then they commenced whipping me. They 
came one at a time, and struck me a lick, and then another 
would come, and that till they got around. Then they got a 
rope and put around my neck, and two got hold of it, and one 
mould run his fingers under the rope to keep from choking 
me, and then they pull me up for about three minutes, so that 
my feet would jnst touch the ground, and then let me down. 
Then they tied me again and gave me another lick apiece all 
round. Then they -ranted to know, if I would ever order 
another white wotnan to take stock off of mheat ; I said I 
mould not. They said if I said anything about it, they would 
come again and kill me. 

QUESTION. Did you recognize any voices ? 
WITNESS. No, sir ; they would say be-b-b-b-b-bu ! They 

kept me out there, about an hour. 
Q. Whose house was it 2 
W. I t  was the house I lived in they broke open. I have a 

family, but I had no family there at  that time. 
CHIEFJUGTICE.Was it a severe whipping or a moderate 

one ? 
WITNESS.Oh ! i t  was severe. I had to grease my back to 

keep my shirt from sticking. One would Eome with hickories, 
and one with these big leather straps. 

QUESTION.Where Tvas this house ? 
WITNESS. I stayed in the cabin. I t  was out this side of the 

white folk's house. They peeped in to see if the folks was 
asleep. 

Q. Was Hardin at  home 2 
W. Yes, sir ; asleep. 
Q. Did you hollow? 
W. I couldn't hollow. They just got me right by my 

month, and carried me oE. They said if I hollered, they'd 
Bill me. So I thought I would keep the peace, and may be 
get off so much the lighter. 

Q. This was in  Alamance County? 
W. Yes, sir. Pour miles from the Shops, nearly. 
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CHIEF JESTICEAre you sure about the number ? 
WITNESS NO, sir. I just jndged. I did not have time to 

count 'em. 

WITNESS RE-CALLED. 

CHIEF JUSTICE.Sellers, you can come back. They say 
yon were whipped because you were impudent to this woman. 
You have a right to say whether you were or were not 8 

WITNESS. I never did it. She lived about two hundred 
yards from my house. I never said rr cross word to her. I 
never insulted her. 

Q u ~ s n o ~ .Afterwards, did you have n fuss about her hogs 
getting in your wheat ? 

WITNESS. KO, sir. I will tell you all I done. The man 
that own the place, sent me over to tell Misa Margaret he  
wanted her to Beep her hogs off of his wheat. She said she 
wasn't going to do it. I went right on home, and never 
spoke a word to her. 

Q. Did they rub your back with a stick, or what? 
W. I was in so much misery I didn't know. I recollect 

they struck me with a strap, but the stick I don't remember. 
SETTLE. How long did they let you hang 8JUDGE 

WITNESS. About fifteen minutes. They didn't Beep the 
rope tight about my neck. 

CHIEF JUSTICE.How far did they get yonr feet off from 
the ground? 

WITNESS. I just felt my weight well-my big toe was on 
the ground-this part of my foot was on the ground. 

C. J. They kept you uneasy then ? 
W. I thought they was going to take me away. 
C. J. You thought the least said was soonest mended ? 
W. That was what I thought would be best for me. 
C. J. Stand aside. 
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TESTThIOXT O F  J. 7V. LONG. 

Tell what you know about whipping this C ~ I E FJCSTICE. 
man. 

TYmm~ss.  There n-as myself, IInrghy Audrevs, Ruffiu An-
drew,  George Tolar, John Thoruton, Robert Stocliart, James 
Stockart? the three 31r. Foglemalls and others. 

C. 3. T o n  gare him two licks a piece ? 
7V. Yes, sir. There 71-ere sixteen of 11s. 
0. J. You tied him with a rope ? 
. TVe tied him vith a leather strap. 
JTDGE there ?SETTLE.TVas Jolm Ancli-~TVS 
WITKESS.Yes, sir. 

Is  he the fkther of these others ?G~IIEFJUSTICE. 
WITNES~.NO,sir. E e  is a son of Mr. Green Aadrevs. 
C. J. William and RnEn are his sons, too ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. BOYDEN.What was all this for ? 

lily understanding was, i t  v a s  for cursing a white W s r ~ ~ s s .  
woman because her cattle rnn 011 Mr. IIardin's corn. 

Nr. E. What wonian ? 
W. I think her name was Margaret Hardin. 
Nr. B. T h e r e  did he meet with Margaret IFardia ? 
T. I don't know, sir. 
Xr.  B. Her cattle ran ou the corn? 
W. Yes. sir. 
Mr. B. R e  cursed abont i t  ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
hfr. B. Anything else ? 
TV. Yes, sir, he added something to it-he wanted to sleep 

with her, or have to do with her in some way. 
Mr. 13. H e  not only cursed her, but proposed to have crimi- 

nal condection mith her 1. 
W. Yes, sir. 
r .  B. What  sort of a noise was that you all made? Cao 

yon give us a specimen of i t  ? 



W. I don't believe I could make the noise. 
CHIEF JUSTICE. say, then, they were whipping him be- YOU 

cause he made an insulting proposal to a white woman, and 
when she would not consent he complained of her hogs getting 
into his wheat ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. W e  struck him two licks, except that 
George Tolar struck him with a strap just as me were taking 
him down. W e  told him afterwards that he must be careful 
how he talked to white n-omen. 

JUDGE SETTLE.HOWdid you get the inforiu~tion ? 
WITNESS. W e  just got it fro111 the camp. 
Nr.  BOYDEN. Eon7 did SOU carry him out ? 
TBITNESS. C!, n-e all surrounded the house and broke fn. 
Nr .  B. Eow did you get him to the place ? 
W. One carried him and drove him. 
Mr. E. Did yen carry him like n log of wood ! 
TV. No, sir, not osactly. 
Nr. C. nThat  did you strike with? 
W. I strnclr him with a hickory. 
Mr. E. And the rest? 
TQ. All the rest the same, but one, and he struck l ~ i m  t v k e  

with a hickory uncl then with a strap. 
Mr. E. Did you speak to him so that he  could recognize 

your voice. 
W. No, sir, only one man-that was George Tolar. He 

told him what he was whipped for. 
Mr. B. Did he deny it! 
W. Yes, sir. That was what made thetn yut  the strap 

around his neck and hang him up. 
SETTLE. Did he own i t  then 1JUDGE 

WITNESS.Xo, sir, he never owned it. 
J. S. Did he deny the proposal to sleep with the woman ? 
W. Yes, sir. After they whipped him they rubbed his 

back with a persimmon stick. 
J. S. Do you mean to say that after his back was lacerated 



206 DOCUXENTNO. I. [Session 

with those whips, they took a rough stick and rubbed his back 
with i t  Z 

W. Yes, sir, they rubbed it with a persimmon stick, cross- 
mays of the whipping. 

There were about sixteen of them CHIEFJUSTICE. 
?VITNE~S. Yes, sir. 

WEDXESDAY,August 31, 1S70, 

TESTIMONY O F  JAMES E. BOYD. 

Nr. BOYDEN (for the State.) Nr. Boyd, where do you live ? 
WITNESS. I n  Graham. 
Mr. E. What is your age? 
W. Twenty-five. 
Nr. B. What is your occupation ? 
W. I am a practicing lawyer, sir. 
Mr. B. Were you a candidate this year ? 
W. I was the Denlocratic calldidate for the House of Rep- 

resentative~. 
Nr. B. Tell what you know about an organization known 

as the White Brotherhood ? 
State i t  connectedly, so that we shall not CHIEFJUSTICE. 

have to tie i t  up. 
WITNESS.I joined the organization known as the White 

Brotherhood in November, 1868, in the town of Graham, in 
the room of Jacob A. Long. No one was present except Mr. 
Long and myself. H e  asked me if I didn't want to know 
something of the Ku Klux. I said I liad heard of them in 
Tennessee. He  said I could hear something of them here. 
H e  then told me to hold up my right hand. He then pledged 
me not to reveal anything that should take place, not to reveal 
the name of the person who initiated me. The substance of 
oath was this :-not to reveal the name of the person who in-
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itiated me, nor any of the secrets of the organization ; never 
to vote for any man for office who mas in favor of the civil or 
political advancement of the negro race ; to resist by force, if 
necessary, the civil or political advancement of the negro. 
The penalty prescribed in the oath was death, and he told me 
if I did reveal their secrets I would be the first victiin. 

C. J. Did your oath say anything about protecting each 
other 8 

W. Yes, sir. JTTe mere sworn to protect each other in times 
of distress. 

C .  J. HOW3 
W. I understand, in regard to the signs, that if a brother 

was engaged in a fight, he made known the sign of distress, 
any brother was bound to go to his assistance. We were 
bonnd to protect each other's families. If brothers' families 
were insulted by any one, or if brethren were in danger from 
any one, we were bound to -'him ; we mere bound to 
resent insdts  offered to female inembcrs of each other's fami- 
lies. 

C. J. Go on ; tell i t  connectedly. 
W. Well, sir, that is about what I recollect. 
C. J. How about the law ? 
W. Well, sir, me were sworn not to reveal the secrets of 

the organization nnder any circumstances; we were to use 
every means in onr power to prevent the secrets from being 
exposed. 

JUDGESETTLE.Were these explanations given by the oE- 
cers ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did you understand, from the nature of the oath, that 

if a member mas called into court, either as a witness or juror, 
he would have to swear falsely, in order to help a. brother 
member, or 'he would violate his oath as a member of the or- 
ganization ? 

W. I thought this: if a brother member was called into 
court as a witness, he ~ o n l d  be bound to smear falsely to clear 



a member of the organization, and a juryman would be in the 
same situation. 
J. S. That was not in the oath, but in  the explanation? 
W. Yes, sir. 

HOTl m g  did you stag in that concern,CHIEFJUSTICE. 
you entered in Sovember, 1868? 

.WITNESB. Up to the time I wrote my letter, sir. 
Nr. BOPDEX. Can yon give us the signs ? 
VITNESS.Ires, sir. The sign of recognition was sliding the 

hand down the left lappel of the coat. The answer was with 
the other hand. If you wanted to get into camp you gnve ttro 
slaps. I went to a meeting just above Haw PLiver in the woods. 
Initizting members was the only thing to be done. They sta- 
tioned t ~ v o  sentinels outside of the czztnp. The persons ap- 
yroachiug gave two slaps. Then they came to a second senti- 
nel who was saluted in the same -ray. Then, accompanied by 
the sentinel, they approached the camp in the same manner. 

31r. 13. I-Iow did they initiate nev  members ? 
W. They all in  disguise stood ai.o~uldi n  the trees, abont 

u t y  yards apart. Then two lnembers brought the candidate 
to the middle of tlie ring and left hiin alone. Then the whole 
cr0rn.d rushed upon him wit11 curious noises, and r ~ ~ b b e d  him 
with their horns, frightening hiin as tnuch as possible. Then 
they would a11 fall back, and the officers proceeded to admin- 
ister the oaths. 

Mr. B. VfThat oEcers had you besides the Chiefs? 
W. There mas a Chief in the County, a Chief in each camp 

and a Lieutenant in each camp. 
Nr. E. I3ow many camps had you in the Comty ? 
W. I understand from the Chief of the County that there 

were ten. 
Mr. B. What camp did you belong to 1 
TV. I belonged to Graham camp, No 1. 
Mr. B. Who the ofticers of that camp 1 
IT. Jacob A. Long Tas the Chief. The Lieutenant was my 

partner, Mr. Bnso~l. 



Where is Long ?CHIEEJGSTICE. 
WITNESS. H e  has fled the conntrj. 

SETTLE. Tour partner in lax- ?J m a ~  
WITNESS. H e  mas Lientenant: sir, J. F. Eason. 
Mr. BOTDEX. E a d  yoti any brotherly grips ! 
WITKESS. Yes, sir. The grip I as taught, mas to press 

your finger against the back of the hand, end if  a man vas a 
member he pressed your 1~1icldle finger betmeen the t r o  joints. 
The rallying cry, or cry of distress, i ~ m ,of the White Brother- 
hood, (: Shiloh." This m , s  0111,s to be given when the sign 
could not be seen. The q i p  of disiress f do not recollect. It 
was a motion of the hand, but I have foi.gotte11 the motions. 

Mr. B. Hon- did Ion 1~I1-e ,lut ice ~f il:eetings ? . .W. X h d f  moori reprcsmtsd a ii;stLLag111 the llighi. Ti' 
an ndvertisemellt s ~ i t ha half moui l  ;-A, c!,i.awn, and 21 piit 
under the 1110011 and 10 R ~ Y Cit, dl, 1:' il;dicated the time of 
night, and that added to the 91, ~ n c i ~ c n t c ~ :the clazy of the laonth. 

Mr. 13. What abont day n;eatii;gs ! 
. The sign for a day ~iiecti!~g: . i r ~ ~ i / l  be a cross: and the 

figures the same as a night meeting. 
Mr. 3. IIow about the alphabet ! 
btr. The alphabet was uxplniiled a t  the time I joined. I t  

was arranged by cllanging the lettel-A ~d :he alphabet from the 
right position. I don't recollect e~:?c:ly 11bw it vas. 

Mr. B. Who were menl!ms of S O L I ~CMHP :' 
TIr. Jacob A. Long, J. 3'.Csbun. Xlbert IIanna, John J. 

Albriglit, Geo. Ellingtou, and Wiii. ;-~ei!.,. 
Mr. 13. Did you know a l l~ t l1 i i i~  of 3.bil;i W. Long ? 
W. He was not a member of my au ip .  I don't know any- 

thing of him. 
QTSEBTION.D O  you knox anything of the Constitutional. 

Union Guard? 
WITXESS. A little, sir. 

Q. What ? 
TV. I was sworn into the Cor?sti.tutional Union Guard by 

James Patterson and Dr. Artnstead Patterson, at the Spring 
14 
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Term of the Superior conrt, 1869. The 05th differs from the 
White Brotherhood soniemhat. 

Cocxse~.  State the difference. 
WITXEGS. There is more of i t ;  that is about the only differ- 

ence. W e  mere swor~i to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitu.tion and laws of North Carolina. That 
was esplained to ~nean the constitution of the United States as 
it was before the amendnients. 

C. What else ? 
. That was about the only difr'erence, sir ; we were sworn 

to obey orders, and not to reveal the secrets zmcler penalty of 
death. 

~ U ~ s r ~ o i s .Do you ki~om anything of the Invisible Ernpire 3 
?VITNESS. Yes, sir. I came down to Raleigh in the wintel; 

d~lr ingthe session of the Legislature, and called on Dr. Moore 
at his room at Mrs. Miller's. H e  told me that they were get- 
ting up an organization to supercede the 1.h Klus. IIe  taught 
me the signs that day. H e  said he hadn't got the oaths, and 
but one of the signs which he tanght me. H e  said the Grand 
Cliief mas Jones, of Mecklenburg. 

Was Jones a member ?CHIERJUSTICE. 
WITNESS. Yes, sir,-and that lie lied proniised to send the ne-

cessary papers and information to start the organization in Ala- 
mance. The sign he gave as by holding your forefinger upon 
your hand here. The other wns the same as the White 
Brotherhood. If a man didn't notice, you aslied, "Have you 
a pin ?" in order to call his attention. We went that night to 
a room in the Yarbrough I-Iouse, where we met Plato Durham, 
-- Jarvis, and --Jones. Mr. Jones gave me the sign 
and I returned it. I don't know whether the others knew it, 
or not. I don't know whether Durham and Jarvis were mem- 
bers or not. Dr. Moore told me that nearly all the members 
of the 1,egislature were members, and that Mr. Jarvis had 
been initiated the evening before. 

Mr. BOYDEN.Will you be so kind as t o  tell 11s about the 
raid to murder Senator Shoffner ? 



WITNESS. TtTe!l, sir, I gut my information during the recess 
of the Legislature. Nr.  W. T. 13. told ine that lie liad infor- 
nlation that ShuEner m s  to LC wnrdered on the night of the 
6th, 011 account of having introduced the Xilitary Eill. I told 
Dr. JIoore of it, and that I x-as ansions it should he stopped. 
The Doctor agreed mitli me, and said that he would do emry- 
thins to stop is. I told him t h t  I heard that they n-ore to  
meet at Gilbmit!:'~ bridge, about ten miles from Graham, and 
that I got niy ini'ormatfoa from Mr. B. The Doctor snici he 
s~onld  tnke hi3 horse, and 20 that night and stop them. I: 
suggested that he shon!d icll them that Xr .  Shofiner was in 
Greensboro'. I illrited George Fisk to go vi th me and TX left 
t l ~ c  County. Axd Jacob A. Long lei% the Co17.nty that night. 

Xr .  13. What n-zs your object? 
W. Ny object was, that I shonld not be suspected. I Itad 

an interview with the Doctor after my retnrn, iil Graham, nncT 
asbed him about the trip. I-Ie said he had gone and met them, 
and succeeded in tnniiag them back. Among the111 were F. 
I f .  Skr~zdmick, of ---. Abe Hedgepeth and Jaliles Emd-
shaw. I Ie  told me only of these I Ie  said lie went into J i m  
Bradsl~aw'e honse and warmed. I don't recollect v-liethc~h@ 
said these men were in  there or not. 

JUDGESETTLE. Where were you, when you told Dr. Moore ? 
W ~ ~ s s s s .I n  Graham, sir ! 
J. S. What time was i t  when you told him ? 
TV. I n  the evening abont dew-fall, sir, the day beforc the 

night that ShoEner was to be killed. 
Shoffner masn't killed ?CHIEF JUSTICE. 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
C .  J. What became of him '2 
W. H e  fled the conntry and went to Indiana. 

long after this attempt? Nr. BOYDEN. HOW 
W. As soon as the Legislature adjourned. 
Xr.  13. TQell, yon have heard these details of whipping, 

hanging and drowning. Won't you tell us all yon h o r n  abont 
them from any member of the Klan 2: 
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W. Mr. Jacob A. Long, Chief of the County, told n12 
that Trollinger's camp hipped Camel1 Holt. A man by the 
name of Sellars was arrested and bronght before Peter PI. 
Eardin. Caswell swore to form and voice. There ws~s a con 
versation between Long and ~nyself in regard to it, because 
Sellare had been arrestecl ~~rongfully.  H e  said that that camp 
had ~l i ippecl  Casrrell, and that the man arrested knew 110th- 
in2 about it. IIe told me that the same camp pnt the coffin a t  
P1Icddan1s' door. Xr. Long was a Tery intimate friend of 
mine. H e  was depnty clerk, and studying law. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.Where ? 
~TITSESS.E e  read 115- hin~self, sir, using my bookii. H e  

took ont R t ~ e n t y  Cioil::r' l i ~ e i ~ e .I3e n-en: to Hillsbora' to 
read with Mr. WIX. E n f l i n ,  : ~ l d  obt~ined n l icen~e from the 
Supreme Co~v t .  

C",i.:i:s;~os. Tell if yon 1;no.i~nny n1oi.e of these charges 1 
W ~ ~ x s s s .h negro i ) ~ - the I!ame of Joe IIarrey x a s  

whipped. Tliey arrested five men for it;, and four out of the 
iiy~e Teie not nlcnlbers ttf the organization. They live in  the 
im~aediate rieighborhood, and IIr. Long told me and J. T. 
Trolliager that George Anthony's camp whipped I-larvey. 

JIr. G o r n z ~ .  Do you h o w  m y  thing of Trolliagcr ? 
WITXE~S.I clo not. 
3Ir. I?. Or of ally more ~vhippings or bnrning schoolhouses ', 
tQ. I know nothing of the burning of the schoolhonse. 
Mr. C. F h a t  knowledge have yon from any one of the 

Klan, touching that terrible deed of hanging Outlaw? 
18'. I did not see him that night, sir. My father was very 

sick. Dr. Murphy sat up all night with liim. The Doctor vi-ent 
out and beard a noise in town. There was n fellow there with 
with a bear, and the Doctor supposed i t  was men who had 
been to the exhibition. I didn>t hear any noise. The first I 
knew was the nest morning the boy who blacked my boots 
came i n  and told me about it. I saw the body hanging on the  
elm tree, thirty yards from the front door of the courthouse. 

HOWCHIEFJTJSTIUE.far from -? 



~ ' I T X E E ~ .  Searly ol~posite the door of the back part. I t  ie 
built in the shspe of an L. The L. mns back to the vest. 
Sight :it the enc! of the east part of the bnilcling the elm stands. 
I i e  vas  hanging on a limb -rhic!i pointecl towards the conrt- 
lmuse, ten feet from the stc~ehonse-the back psrt of i t  is kept 
by Eohert Hmna .  I i e  l~elongs to the orgmizntioi~. He 
signed the c~nfession that ?:.as pnblisliod. 

3ir. COY~EX.Whn: else do yon h o w  l Hare  oil hewd 
B ~ they ~vereaxy 1nem11erF:L;V. ;;']:a sma ~ I O thein or ~ ~ h e t l i e r  

disguisecl 1 
n T ~ w z s s .1clidn't see t h n ,  sir. I don't k n o ~  that I heard n 

luember talk of n member's being tliere that night. 4 didn't 
sec them, sir. 

Xr. C. Th:: c1uc:tioii ;d i e i t  ?oil scns, ;rhetl!e: vou Iienrd 
m y  niember say s.il!o TT:S : l ~ ~ ~ ~ ) i l gtheln, and whetLer they 
xero ciisgnised :' 

" . I clidn't see them, s;r, xi:i hnveu't heard it said. 
JU~TICE. i'ioLlg cliel the body remain t l ?e~e  CII~EF IIOW ? 

tnken down nbont 11o'clocli next lJTw;~~ss.I think i t  ~ ~ 3 5  

day. 
0. 3. What f:,Lmil,y hac! Long '! 
TV. A vik'e, sir and 0 1 1 ~child. I i e  lives in Grnlialu ; ia 

ilvw living there beside me. 
C. J. Does the clx-elling home join the store ? 
W. No, sir. 
QCESTION.Does any person stay in the store at night ? 
TVITXESS. KO, sir. 
Q. Whose is the nearcst dvelling to Ontlaw's? 
W. The nearest dmelling is Jalnes 31. T7Jillin:nson's and 

Clapp's dv-elling. 
Q. Eow far is that fro111 where Outlaw mas hung ? 
TV. Abont fifty yards. Tlle tree stands right back of 

Willianison's garden. J. Ellis' is the nearest home where 
people live. The jail is the nest nearest I think. Sandy 
Andre~w lived there at  that time. I t  is about two hundred 
yards off. 
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Xr.  EOI'DES.State, now, if SOU have heard any member of 
the Klan say that Outlaw Tcas hung by the Klan ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. Directly after Ontlan- was hnng, the 
citizens got up a petition and circulated it, to  get up  a public 
meeting to denounce this outrage, and most of the members 
signed it, and some Eepublicans. I signed i t  myself. The 
day before the meeting vas  to co~ue off the U'nited States sol- 
diers arrived. This created considerable indignation. I t  had 
been understood that by having this meeting the soldiers 
Kere not to come, and i t  n-as concluded not to hold the meet- 
ing. On the day the soldiers came, I v a s  standing on the 
corner of the street, and a j o m g  man by the name of White, 
a son of Robert or Tom TtThite, canle np to ine and s a p ,  "Mr. 
Eoyd, I hew the soldier; have got the names of sixteen or 
seventeen of us fellom irllo were here the other night. Is i t  
SO ?" S a p  I, " I don't knom, sir." 1 understood him to refer 
to tlic night Ontlaw x-as Iinng. 
CIIIEF
JEWICE. Which vent  oE, yon or he ? 
WITNESS.1 t ~ ~ r i ~ e dand went to IliIr. Johnsor~k I don't 

knon- whether he is a member of t l ~  l h  K l u s  or not. EIe 
gave lne no sign. 

C. J. What do yon sag his name is ? 
W. Vhite.  I don't laiiow his given name. I asked Colo- 

nel Albright who he vas, and he said he was a White. 
5Ir. Ilornss. \-on don't know whether lie is a nlember 

of the K u  I<117:i or not ? 
WITNESS.No, sir. I Ie  rema~lred that the soldiers had tile 

names of sixteen ofus fellows. 
CIIIEF JUSTICE. ?Vhere is he ? 
WITXESS. I understand he has run &may. 
[Question lost.-Rq.1 
W. H e  lives in the Haw- Fields, sir. 
Mr. BOPDEN. Any rnlnor among the Klans that he has rnn 

away B 
WITNESS.Not that I know of,air. Nr .  John Foust tells me-



Mr. B. Did you hear auy of the Klan say that they saw 
them there ? 

W. I bad a conversation vith J im  Bradshaw a fern days 
after the arrival of the military. 1mas sitting on th& steps of 
Hanna's store, when Jim Bradshav came up and said that he 
had heard they had some et-idence with reqard to the parties 
who hung Outlaw, and asked me if I thought i t  was so. 
told him I did not know. He told me he was in  the crowd. 

Mr. B. Who -was that ? 
W. J im Bradshw. 
Mr. 13. Did he tell yon how large the crowd was ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. XTor whether they -were disguised ? 
W. KO,sir. W e  talked bnt very little about it. I didn't 

want to know who was there. Bradshaw is a member of the 
org,anization-Chief of a camp. 

Mr. B. Where is Bradshaw ? 
W. H e  has left the State. 

SETTLE. Was he the satne man that Dr. Moore in- JUDGE 
formed you was on his way to assassinate Shoffner ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EOPDEN.Where is Bradshaw ? 
WITNESS. Run away, sir. 
Nr. 53. What Klan was he Chief of?  
W. I don't lmo-cr, sir. IXe was Chief of a camp in Salem 

Township. 
Mr. G. In  what part of the County ? 
. South-west, twelve or thirteen miles from Graham. 
Nr.  B. Across Ham River ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
CHIEFJUSTICE. Did you hear any of the Klan say any- 

thing abo~ltthe drotvning of Pnryear ? 
WITNESS.No, sir. 
C.  J. Do you knom that he was drowned ? 
W. Tes, sir. 
Mr. BOXDEN. How do you know it! 

I 
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WITNESS.Fro111 the return of the inquest, 
CHIEFJETICE.Did yon see the bodj  ? 
WITLUESS. X O  sir. The Lody m s  found n i~eek ,  or two 

veeks, after he xas  miased. 
C. J. Some t e ~  c?%:s, then ? 
JQ. Yes, sir. The bc1.1y had entirely decayed, I nnder-

stand, vhen it vas  fiuilcl. 
31s. XOTDES. Tell K1l::i J O U  1 m ~ ) vof the pnrposcs of this 

organization ? 
WITNZSS. I nnde;stooLj the V h i t o  Brotherhood to be a 

political orglznizatio~!, nud that its object S T ~ Sto ?mild np the 
Denlocratic or Conserrati\-e ynrty ; RUCIthat they were to me 
dl necessary Ineai!s to achicre success, such as terrifying the 
ne.groes f ~ o m  votinr. They p~mi~hel ln ~ c nfor alleged crimes. 
It 'ems understood, too, that they were to punish crimes that i t  
v2s  snpposed they cou~~nittecl. The p~znishmcnt x a s  to be 
such as the calnp st, C'Y TTaF ~?lltUp011 them. 

CIIIHRJUSTICE. many belonged l o  thisUOJ-cu know 1 1 0 ~  

association ? 
~QITNESS. Five or six lmnclrecl iu Alal?znnce County. 
C. J. They were first c:dled K u  Klus?  
W. No, sir. I joined what was callecl the Wliite Brother- 

hood. 
C .  J. Do yon l aow what vVas the reason for taking the 

llame of White Brotherhood ? 
XT. Yes, sir. I nnderstod i t  lo be so that if a inau was 

called up011 to say he was a member. of the Ku Ill~zs,he  conld 
say he didn't know anything about them. 

C. J. Why did tiley change to the In~ i s ib l e  Empire? 
TV. I don't know, sir. I don't know the reason. Dr. 

Noore told me that these promiscuous sco~~rgings and vhip- 
pings would bring abont a bad state of affairs, and that this. 
was institnted in order to have an organization that could pro- 
ceed without these irregularities ; that they wonld not do m y -
thing except throngh the regular organization. 



C. J. The other wasn't done escept through the Iilans, 
mas it ? 

TV. No, sir. I understood that in p l~ces  the order iras 
somewhat disorganized. hstend of i~a i t i ag  for orders to be 
sent by the Chief of the bo~zntj, Chiefs of camps would take 
i t  upon themselves to esecnte punishment. The Incivible Em- 
pire v a s  designed to re-organize, so izs to secure the original or- 
ganization. 

0. J. Tri'onld 1017 suppose a ~espectable i-tiember, if a s 1 4  
if there mas an? snch thing a3 I<u KILIS, ~vonld say he didn't 
know ? 

TV. Tea ,  sir. 
C. J. h c l  think to escape pnnisllmelit ir, that r a y  ? 
I .  l i e  couldn't do oi;hermise n.ithont violat,i:ig the oath he 

took as a member. 
Xr. BOYDEN. Explain horn they were to terrify the colorcd 

people. ?Vhat means were they to use ? 
They svere lo ride arouncl the cormtry, anc1 hipJ T J 1 ~ ~ ~ s s .  

a little, and go about the houses or" the negroes and tell them 
if they went to tlie election they ~ ~ o u l d  meet then1 on the may. 
I t  ~~t-as understood that on the night before election the l i n  
I<lns wonld turn ont e n  m c w e  and visit the houses of the 
colored people. 

Xr. B. Who did you hear that fiom ? Was thnt in 
other parts of the State, or only in your Gonnty ? 

W. I understood i t  was in other parts of the State, too. 
I heard i t  from severs1 members. I don't Bnov that I can 
name individuals. I t  was the general talk among the XClan. 

CHIEF JUSTICE. Talking about other parts of the State, 
does it exist in other parts of the State ? 

'TSTnw~ss. [ A n s ~ e r  10s t.-Bep] 
JUDGESETTLE.Was i t  stated that it wonld be so in Gufl. 

ford ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
QUESTION. Rockingham ? 
WITNESS.Yes, sir. 
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Q. Chatham? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Q. Orange ? 
W. yes, sir. 
Q. Randolph ? 
W. I don't know anything about Randolph. There were 

some in the edge of Caswell, on the line of Alamance. 
Mr. EOYDEX. DO you mean there was a camp in Caswell ? 
WITXESS. No. Members of the organization on the line. 
Mr. BATTLE. Not that there was any camp in Caswell. 
Mr. BOTDEX. Did you hear any man say that on the night 

before election they were to ride all over the State1 
WITNESS. I was at the meeting of the stockholders of the 

North Carolina Railroad Company, at Hillsboro', when Mr. 
Tmrner, Editor of the XerztineZ, took ine aside to a windotv- 

C ~ E F  When was that railroad meeting ?JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. I t  was in July, the July before the election. A 

conversation took place. H e  asked me in regard to the pros- 
pects. He asked me how political matters were progressing in 
Alarnance. 

0. J. What did yon say ? 
W. I said very well. I I e  asked me what mas the prospects. 

I told him very good. The Democratic ticket mould be elect- 
ed by a good ~najority. H e  said that he understood that the 
l i u  Klus  were to ride around the night before the election, 
notifying the negroes not to go to the polls. I told him I had 
heard so, too, but didn't desire i t  to be done in our County. 

C. J. Did he say that i t  was to be done ? 
W. He said that he had understood that the Eiu Klux were 

to ride round the night before the election. I told him I did 
not desire i t  done in my County. H e  said : " If I was ~ O L I ,I 
would neither advise it, nor discourage it, in my canvass." 

QUESTION. D O  yon know anything more of importance ? 
WITNESS. No, sir, I mas arrested next day. I t  was the 

14th or 15th of July. 
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Have you heard any of yomr Klan say any- CHIEF JUSTICE. 
thing about the death of Stephens ? 

WITNESS. No, sir. 
QVESTION.Yon say yon were arrested 011 the 15th of J u l ~? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
&. By whom 2 
TV. Col. Eergen, sir. 
Q. V h a t  did he do to yon ? 
W. He, r i t h  about twenty-five soldiers, arrested me and 

carried me to Company Shops. 
D OSOU know anything more ?CHIEF J~TICE.  

WITXESS. No, sir. 
SETTLE. lvas  it understood among the l<lan thatJC~~GE 

this organization was confined to the Counties around Ala- 
tnance ? 

WITXESS. No, sir. I understoocl there were forty or fifty 
thousand in the State, and a considerable number in Tennessee, 
and that Andrew Johnson was the fonnder. I heard nothing 
about Forrest only among the people, not among the Klan. 

CHIEF JUSTICE. Forty or fifty thousand in the State? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Was that of5cial tall;? 
3Q. Yo, sir. 
C .  J. Poll judged how many in Gnilford ? 
W. Fourteen or fiften hundred. Didn't hear who vns the 

head Chief. 

Mr. BATTLE. Mr. Boyd, I nnderstand you to say you are 
25 years old ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Where mas you born ? 
W. I n  Alamance Connty-though I believe i t  was Orange 

a t  the time, in 1845. 
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I .  . Son are a n-ieinber of the legal pro!ession at the 
present time. Isn't that an honorable profession ? 

W. I so regard it. Yes, sir. 
3Ir. 3. An onor or able lx-ofession, and only liooorable nien 

lionorable men is i t  sho-rild be in it? yon th ink  Ancl n~no i~g  
uot consiclereG that the word o-t an hoilorable nlnn shodcl be 
e c p l  to his oath ? 

CXIEF JCST:OE.Tliat is a question lilicly to mislead. In 
ansrrering t h t ,  attend to the i~nport  of the quostion. 

WITKESS.I think an honorable men onght to be bonnd by 
his n-orcl. 

Nr. BATTLE.TYill yon iool; on tlmt paper and sec ~ h e t h e r  
ihat charge v a r  truthf~dly kept by yon '! 

(Witness was lmidecl a copy of tlie Xaleigli Sml'i?~ec!for J u -
ly 31, ISTO.) 

WITNESS. I aclinowledge the correctness of that article. I 
w o t e  it. 

UY.B. Eere read tile article as ibllot~-s : 

I learn that it has been reportecl on tlie streets of Raleigh, 
that I had been liberated from my confinement by Col. Kirk, 
because I had been giving illforlnation as to crimes committed 
in Alarnauce, involving the guilt of other parties. I take this 
method of correcting this repopt. I have neither given nor 
promised to give any snch information, and possess none that 
I could communicate. I n-as liberated upon no snch grounds, 
bnt upon giving a bond for my appearance, and keeping the 
peace, prescribed by nlilitary authority. 

JANESE. BOYD." 
Jnly 20, 1870. 

Mr. BATTLE.Xr.  Boyd, you said sonletlling about an oath ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You also said something abont an explanation, 



W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. E. Had yon a -written constitution ? 
W. Well, the White Brotherhood did not. 
Mr. 13. Did you ha\-e a, written oath ? 
W. When I v a s  it~itiated, Mr. Long had the oath written 

upon a piece of paper. 
r .  . If you can, I ~ o n l dlike to have you tell us the 

difl'erence between the oath and the esplanation. Repeat the 
oath as far as you can recollect ? 

TQ. The first part of the oath Tas that - r e  should not reveal 
the  name of the person who initiated ns ; second, not to reveal 
the secrets of the o~ganization on paia of death ; never to rote 
for a111 person for office who v a s  in favor of the ci\-il and 
political advanceiilent of the negro race ; to obey all oficers of' 
the organization. That is about ali I recollect. 

X r .  33. That was tlie oath. Wha te~e r  else there n-as, n-as 
by may of explanation. Did yon hare ally bylaws ? 

W. B y - l a ~ sto this estent: The Inmner of coiiducting 
our meetings was described, and of inaking raids ; and they 
discussed the modes of pnilishment and the nlanner of inflicting 
pnnishrnent. That is all I recollect. 

Mr. B. TQas there any by-law that the oath should be 
interpreted bp the officers ? 

W. I understood the explanation to interpret them. 
Nr .  C. ?Tas that a part of the by-laws. 
W. The oath mas given first, then the explanation and tlie 

by-law afterwards. 
Mr. 13. Was there any part that said o6cers should be 

a110 red  to intepret as they chose Z 
TV. Kot that I heard. 
Mr. G. There mas no such by-law. Yon were under no 

obligation to accept the interpretation given by the officers? 
W. No, sir. A part of the oath bound us to obey the 0%- 

cers in whatever edicts they were bound to issue. 
Nr. B. You have said distinctly, that there was no such 

by-laws, and that the oath you took onIy bound you in general 
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terms to obey orders; but that there were no by-laws that 
said they should interpret then1 ? 

W. Xo, sir. Bnt yet, there xas  an understanding that 
un hat ever the officers said should be done. 

Mr. B. A t  the time you entered this organization, mere 
yon a member of the bar ? 

W. Yes, sir. I had a County court license. 
I .  . Had you taken an oath to support the Constitution 

of the United States and of the State of North Carolina Z 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  73. You took a most solenln oath to support the Con- 

stitution of the United States and of the State of North 
Carolina ? 

W. Yes, sir. I had taken it before. 
Xr.  B. Tou took i t  more than once ? 
IT. Yes, sir. I v a s  a paroled Confederate soldier. I had 

voted. I voted for M. F.Robbins for the Senate. My father 
vas  in the Legislatnre, and I had voted for him. 

Mr. B. Prior to the time you entered into this obligation 
hadn't you registered ? 

W. I had, sir. 
Mr. B. Didn't they require yon to take an oath to support 

the Constitntion of North Carolina and the laws? 
W. lies, sir. 
Mr. B. So you had sworn then, on one or two occasions, to 

support the Constitntion of North Carolina and the laws ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. When you entered into this Brotherhood how many 

persons were present ? 
W. Only myself and Nr.  Long. I t  was at  his room. He 

asked me into his office, and I called in. H e  asked me to hold 
up my right hand. 

Mr. B. You didn't swear on the Bible ? 
W. No, sir ; I held up my right hand. 
Nr. R. Did you understand a t  the time-belonging to an 

honorable profession-at t11at time that you held up your hand 



and took that oath, did you understand you m-ere taking an 
oath that bound yon to break the oath you had taken before ? 

W. No, sir. I didn't think of i t  a t  that time. I didn't 
consider i t  contrary to my oath to the Cnited States. I h a ~ e  
nerer so considered it. 

Xr. 13. Did you consider i t  bound Son to do anything un- 
lawful, or only to protect the members of the White Brother- 
hood ? 

W. I found out if I did what that oath implied, I .it-onld 
do something unlawful. 

CHIEF JGGTICE.Why didn't you come nut and espose it Z 
?J?ITNESS. Because if I had. esposed i t  I should be the first 

victim. I did come out so far as active operations were con- 
cerned. 

Mr. BATTLE.One witness said yesterday that the organi-
zation broke up about the time of the Presidential election. 

WITNESS.I didn't belong to it till after that time. I t  was 
instituted in my County simply for controlling elections. 

Nr. l3. Another witness testified to being put out about 
June, 1869. Did i t  authorize operations after that ? 

TV. I don't know, sir. I know there were regnlar meetings 
after that. I didn't say i t  was disorganized. 

Mr. I3. This other man said that. 
TV. Mr. Bason and myself became alarmed at the opera- 

tions of the organization, and counselled about breaking it up, 
and agreed to disconnect ourselves as much as possible, without 
rendering ourselves liable to the penalties. H e  agreed to see 
Mr. Long and get him to see the Chief, and get him to disband 
it. I don't know whether he ever did it. This was sometime 
in the year 1869. 

Mr. B. Have you ever known that one of these punish- 
ments was on acconnt of voting? Or, vas i t  on account of 
other offences 

W. It was reported for other offences, sir ; but i t  was gen- 
erally under~tood that negroea should not vote, if i t  could be 
helped. 
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Br. B. But  you cannot mention a case Z 
W. Yes, sir. Outlaw was hung because he  was a politician. 

B e  had been appointed commissioner by Gov. Holden. H e  
had been a leader of the negroes, and had been elected once. 
There was no other crime alleged. 

Mr. 33. Have you never seen a statement in the Sentind, 
that he had shot a IKn Rlus, or nerer heard it so that j-ou be- 
lieved i t  ? 

W. No, sir. I heard that Caswell Holt v a s  punished for 
insulting a lady-for exposing his person to a lady. 

Xr.  13. How abont Sellars l 
IT. I never heard a n ~ t h i n g  abont Sellars. 
Nr .  E. 'Was this White Brotherhood formed, or v a s  i t  not, 

fir the purpose of counteracting the inflnence of the Union 
Leapee ? 

[Answer lost.-Rep.] 
I .  3. Are there any Leagues in the County of Alaluance ? 
W. I have seen no demonstration for the last year. 
31s. 13. Wasn't this White Crotherhood formed for the 

purpose of counteracting the effects of that organization ? 
7T. Partially, yes, sir. 
all.. E. Are you satisfied about that, sir ? 
IT'. There was nothillg said to ule about that vhen I 

joined. 
Nr. E. Do you know- the Chiefs of the Gnion Leagues in 

the Connty of Alamnnce ? 
?V. I do not, sir. 
Mr. B. Do tlmy exist elsewhere '! 
T. 1 suppose they do, all over the United States, 
Mr. B. Of whom were they coniposed ? 
W. I understood that they were principally negroes-

members of the Republicarl party. 
1 . B. Were they composed exclusively of negroes ? 
TV. I do not know, sir. 
Nr.  13. Have you heard i t  reported among the Chiefs ? 
W. I have seen a co~nrnission to Wyat Ontlaw, signed by 



W. W. Holden, and countersigned by Wm. 1%.Richardson, 
as Secretary, authorizing him to establi~h Leagues, two years 
ago. 

Nr. B. Yon have seen a com~nission, s i p e d  by the Gor- 
ernor of the State of North Carolina, and countersigned by 
Wm. R. 12ichardson, addressed to Wyatt Outlaw, and author- 
izing him to establish Leagues 1 

W. Tes, sir. I saw the paper vitli these names on it. 
1 B. There is no possibility of mistake 
. No, sir. The paper Tas found in the pocket of a negro 

named Scott. The negro was under arrest, and I asked per- 
mission of the Justice to take a COPS. I gave i t  to Dr. Moore, 
and he sent it to the Sentinel and had it pnblished. 

3 . . There is no doubt of the fhcts ? 
W. No, sir. That was over two Tears ago, before Eoldei~ 

was Governor. I t  didn't hare the sen1 of t!le State. It haci 
an eagle on it. I gave Dr. lioore a copy and saw it pnblished 
in the Senti~wZ. 

Mr. E. Do you knov aangtlling about the laws of this as-
sociation '! 

?V. I do not. I think it was a secret political association. 
They held uieetings with open doors sometimes. 

1 . Yon think i t  was n secret political association ! 
W. Yes, sir. They made open demonsirations. 
Mr. B. Now, Mr. Boyd, sotnething has been said about 

the existence of Leagues and this White Brotherhood in the 
County of Caswell. 

TQ. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Do yon h o w  or have you heard that there is a 

single camp in  the County of Caswell Z 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. All yon can say is, that there mere some members 

on the line. 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. E. We had evidence of that the other day- 
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Did you ever hear of a Head Chief in Cas- CHIEF JUSTICE. 
well 8 

W. No, sir. 
Nr.  BOYDEN.YOU never heard of a Chief of a camp or of 

the County, jn CaswellZ 
WITBESS.No, sir. I never heard of any. 
Mr. BATTLE. Something was said about Dr. Moore, just 

nom. Those inen whom you prevented from doing violence- 
from the murder of Senator Shoffner-did you understand 
how many there were? 

WITXESS. I3e didn't tell me-only of those three. 
Mr. 13. How far did you mderstand they had come? 
W. I didn't understand how far they came from, except, in 

his affidavit, he said one came $0 miles. That could be under-
stood by the n~en~bers  the organization. They tvished to of 
have i t  understood that they mere froih a great distance ;from 
the battle-fields of the late war, &c., so as to make an impres- 
sion. 

Mr. BOYDEN. Did Dr. Moore tell you he knew these men 4 
WITNESS. ------, -- , Jirn Bradshaw, Strudwick, and 

Hedgepeth were there. 
Mr. BATTLE.Where does Jim 13radshaw live ? 
WITNESS. H e  lives near the Orange line. 
CHIEFJCSTICE. far from the bridge 2110'~ 
WITNESS. Seven or eight miles. 
Mr. BATTLE.I n  vllich direction ? 
WITNESS. Southeast, I think, sir. 
Mr. B. Where did Senator Shoffner live ? 
W. I-le lived in -- Township, on the Big Alamance, 

southwest from Graham. From Gilbraith's bridge to where 
Shoffner l i ~ e d ,  I think i t  mas eleven or tvelve miles. 

Mr. DOTDEN. From Shoffner's to the bridge was ten or 
twelve miles, and the bridge seven miles from Cradshaw's, and 
he told you he met them at  Bradshaw's ? 

WITNESS. I-Ie told me he met them at  I3radshaw's. 
1 .  B Well, Mr. Boyd, haven't yon made a confession ? 



Have you given in your affidavit and made a statement in 
reference to these things ? 

W. I have, sir. 
r .  B. Why didn't you coine out in full, and tell all about 

it ! 
W. I published a letter. I didn't see proper to state the 

particulars. 
r .  B. To whom was your letter directed ? 
. To the people of North Carolina. I sent i t  to the 

Stainclard: 
Mr. B. ?Then you were captnred m d  carried off were you 

not very much alarmed ? 
W. I was in distress, sir. Ny wife was sick in bed. 

wasn't frightened ont of my wits. 
Mr. B. Were no promises made to you, to induce yon to 

make this disclosure ? 
TQ. None, sir. I t  was nnderstood that after I had made 

my confession, I should not be punished: 
Mr. B. Have you been pardoned 7. 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. But i t  was held out to yon that if SOU would come 

out and make confession, yo11 shonld not be punished ? 
IQ. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Who made you that promise ? 
W. The Governor, probably, who had a right to. I went 

to tlle Governor's room, and had a talk with the Governor 
about it. H e  said he had no disposition to punish any body, 
but his object was to break up these organizations. 

Was that after you had pnblislied thatC ~ I E FJUSTICE. 
piece in the Sentine2 ? 

WITNESS. Some time, sir. 
C. J. I t  was after that yon met Governor Holden ? 
TIT. It was sometime after, sir. My card in the Sentinet 

was written by Gov. Graham at  his room in the hotel. 
C. J. How came Governor Graham to m i t e  i t  ? 
V .  Re informed me that the impression was that I had 

I 
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turned State's evidence. I t  had gotten up into my connty, 
and he considered i t  unsafe for me to go at large. H e  ad~ised  
me to make some statement and mote  the card for me. 

O. J. Who ~ r ro t e  thc othcr lctter ? 
W. I wrote it myself. 
Nr.  BOYDEX. Yon had no intimation from GOY.Holden 

that he wished yon to -mite such a letter ? 
WITNESS. No, sir. 311.. Douglas came to my room and 

asked me to vonch for tlie existence of the organization. 
SETTLE.Wlint mas i t  the Gorernor w i d  1JEDGE 

WITNESS. 13.c said he 1:ad no disposition to punish anybody. 
His only pnrpose v a s  to  break up these o~.ganizations, ancl 

Isecnre protection to the c't '1zem. 
toCEIEF J r s ~ ~ c c .1 ~~s-ai~teclsee vbether he wrote that 

letter h i~n~e l f .  
Xr .  E. Did 7ou understand that Ictter ? 
TV. yes, sir. 
31r. B. I t  expressed Sour senti'11enta ? 
. I t  expressccl my f d i n g s  thcs far. I knew nothing of 

the persons who llad committed tho crimes. 1 spoke fro^ 
mere hearsn-. I could not state, from my own I~no~~:lcclge, 
mllo had coinmitied crimes. I noL v a n t  to go bwk  tL) kla-  
manee with the impression abroad tha t  I had tnmed State's 
evidence. I knew m;y life v~oulci noi, be sale. Nr. -----, 
calne and said the Gorcrnor desiwd ilie to comc %:id sc:: him, 
which I did, with Nr. Albright. 

3 .  . Did the Governor see yonr letter before i t  i m s  pub-
lished ? 

W. Yes, sir. I carried and c-ho~~edto him. I& looked 
over it, but did not suggest any rnodifkations. EIe said he  
would like that I should give as full a history as possible. He 
lllade 110 corrections whatever. 

Mr. B. And you had no hint from the Governor ? 
3v. I had what I told you. I inserted the last paragraph 

at the instance of Mr. Douglass, who came t o  me when wri-
ting, and asked me to  vouch for the existence of the order. I 



wrote the letter in  Nr. Douglas' room at the K'ational Hotel. 
Mr. B. Who is Mr. Donglas ? 
W. I don't know, sir. H e  seeins to be about the office 

here. I understood that he was acting Adjutant General of 
the State in place of the General, who was absent. H e  was 
in the Governor's office holding some appointment there. 

Mr. B. Mr. Boyd, yon knew of course at the time you 
made that communication all that you Bnow now. Why didn't 
yon come out at  the time and make a clean breast of i t  8 

W. Because L didn't see proper. 
Xr.  B. Wasn't the niilitary in full possession of the Counties 

of Alamance, Caswell and Wake ? 
W. I don't Bnow about here, sir. They were in possession 

of Casvell &nd Alamance, 
Mr. B. T h e n  you h e r  these crimes were going on, why 

didn't you come out and denounce the -idlole concern ? 
W. I didn3 want to share Outlav's fate. 
Nr.  E. Could you not have gone to one of the Judges or 

the Governor Z 
77. I had nobody to sustain me, sir. That is the reason 

why I didn't do it. 
Mr. E. But at  the time yon made the partial disclosure ? 
IT. I made no partial disclosure. I only intended to give 

an outline of the organization. I didn't intend to give el+ 
dence against individual members of it. 

Mr. B. T h e r e  was the letter written ? 
W. I t  was written in Gen. Douglas's room. 
1 .B. ?Vhy v a s  i t  not dated at Raleigh ? 
W. Because I intended to date it; from my residence. 
Mr. B. It is dated at Graham 1 
W. I t  is dated 'LGraham, July 26th." 
Xr. B. At that time when yon wrote that letter, were you 

not just as safe as a man conld be ? 
W. Yes, sir. I was very safe at  that time. 
Nr.  B. Yet you only made a partial disclosure? 
W. I didn't intend to make any disclosure as to the crimes 
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of individual members, because I didn't know anything about 
that. I meant to give an outline of the organization. 

JUDGED~os. I want to ascertain nbont these Leagues. Did 
they have all these eecret words and signs 

W ~ N E B S .I don't ~ O T T ,sir. 
J. D. Did they have any masks ? 
W. I never heard of any except three negroes who had on 

masks, and they are in the penitenatiary n o r .  I never knew 
of their secret meetings. I have seen their public demonstm- 
tions. I have seen them marching through the streets v i th  
fifes and drums. 

J. D. Did they meet in the ~ooods P 

W. 1never heard of it. 
J. D. Did you ever hear of their making any raids as 

organized Leagues ? 
W. Never, sir. I read in the papers of the State that 

members of the League mere guilty of crimes. I t  was under- 
stood that all negroes were members. There was something 
said about a barn being burned; that mas in Orange. 

J. D. There was none in Alamance ? 
W. Not that I know of. 
J. D. What did you understand was the penalty? 
W. I understood that two negroes charged with i t  were 

taken out of Hillsboro' jail and hung. 
J. D. Did you understand that was done by K n  Klux? 
W. Yes, sir. I did. 

Who was i t  understood those negroes were CHIEFJIJSTICE. 
hung by ? 

WITNESS. K u  Klux. They took them out of jail and 
hung them. 
0.J. Who were the parties ? 
W. I don't know, sir. 
C. J. Any more questions ? 
Mr. BATTLE.HOWdid you learn that those persons who 

hung those negroes mere E u  Klux?  From members of the 
organization ? 



WITNESS.Jacob A. Long told me, sir. 
JUDGESETTLE. Mr. Eoyd, you started to say something 

about a written constitution ? 
That was the Constitution of the Union Guard, TITNESS. 

sir. I never saw it. Nr .  James A. Patterson told me he had 
it. I never saw i t  ; never heard vhere i t  was got. I t  was a 
written Constitution and By-Laws. 

Mr. BATTLE.I understand you to say that you saw a Corn- 
mission from the Governor '4 

W. That was before he was Governor. 
Mr. B. You say i t  was countersigned by Richardson, as 

Secretary ? 
W. I t  said by W. R. Richardson, Secretary. 
Mr. B. Did you hear anybody but Jacob A. Long say any- 

thing about that outrage of taking the prisoners from Hills- 
boro' jail, as doue by the I iu  Elux ? 

W. I think i t  was talked about among the members of the 
organization. I think I talked with W. S. Bradshaw about it. 

Mr. B. Stand aside, sir. 
Mr. BOYDEN. One question more. I want you to state, if 

you know, whether the Chief of the County was appointed by 
.outside power, or elected by a Convention of the Klans ? 

WITNESS. H e  was appointed by Obed M. McCauley, of 
Guilford. 

Mr. B. I t  is not who appointed him, but only of the ap- 
pointment of the High Chief of the County? 

W. He wasn't elected. 
Mr. B. mas  he appointed by a higher power? 
W. Yes, sir. I understood that. 
Mr. B. Who was that higher power ? 
W. Andrew Johnson was the chief. I understood i t  mas a 

national organization. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Stand aside, sir. 

TESTIMONY O F  JOS. W. HOLDEN. 

Mr. BOYDEN.Are you a member of the [Jnion League? 
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WITNESS. Yes, sir. I am a meixber of the National Corn- 
mittee. I have been connected with the League ever since the 
passage of the Reconstruction Acts. 

Mr. B. Are you acquainted with its ritnals and orders? 
W. I am, sir. 
Xr. B. Please examine that-(a book being passed to the 

witness). 
W. That is the genuine paper, as first issned. Three dif- 

ferent rituals have been issued at different times, but there mas 
only one order and one degree. Three different rituals were 
issued, but the third was not distributed. I have it now in my 
possession. The difference was not very great, only in the  
matter of ceremonial. 

Mr. 13. Their objects were all the same ? 
W. All the same. 
Mr. B. Was there any other object outside of that stated 

in this book 
W. None. 
(Rere the book was put in evidence.) 

CBOSS-EXAMINED. 

Nr. MEBRIMOX. Mr. Holden, do you know of a secret or- 
ganization, knomn as the Beroes of America? 

WITNESS. I do, sir. I belonged to that organization. There 
were three degrees. 

(Counsel for the State objected to this as being irrelevant. 
Objection overruled.) 

Mr. M. What has become of that organization ? 
W. I t  has nearly died out here, sir. I t  did exist exten- 

siael,y in this State. I t  originated during the war, but i t  fell 
to pieces when the League began to get hold. The League 
fiuperceded it. Tlie main cause of its dissolution, and of the 
organir;aition of the League, mas the test oath, and that a large 
number of white men in  the western part of the State were 
advem h kIs;ixtgin colored men as members of the Reroes of 
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America. As  a living organization, I don't know whether 
there are any now in the State, though I consider myself now 
a member, and mould obey orders from the Grand Council. 

Nr. N. I s  i t  a National organization ? 
TV. It has existed in the Union as far as Indiana, as far as  

Missouri, and mas used to rnn deserters across the lines dur- 
ing the war. 

Xr.  M. How are these obligations administered ? 
?IT. By the ?resident of the Council, on the Altar of the 

common country. Members Irere sxorr! before the whole 
Conncil, on the Bible, the Constitution, and the Flag of the 
Country. I joined the Heroes of America after the war. 

r .  M Was there any secret as to who were connected 
with these organizations ? 

. Not necessarily-not according to the instructions. 
The secrets were confined to the ceremonials. The League 
has fallen into disnse. There was sent to me large nuinbers 
of rituals from the Grand Council in the North, and I was ex- 
pected to act, but did not do so. The last meeting I attended 
mas in May, 1869, at  the St. Nicholas Hotel, where I met with 
the National Committee. The last President elected, was 
Gen. M. S. Littlefield-the Vice President was James. H. Har-
ris. Gen. Littlefield has never exercised authority in  calling 
the Council together, since that time. I h a w  had three dif- 
ferent rituals, but there is a mere change in the matter of cex- 
einony. 

Mr. . Could you conveniently place your haud upon the. 
others ? 

W. Yes, sir. There is a copy of the second issue in the- 
possession of Leagues in this city. I saw one this morning. 
I have examined the last I have, and there is no important 
digerence. A reason of one change was, the &st League re-
quire2 the testzoath. Of course, they could not get any white 
members to belong to the Republican party, if they desired 
them to take the test oath, 
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Nr.  M. Did colored men belong to the League as first or- 
ganized ? 

W. Colored men belonged to 6he League in Wilmington, 
and some here in Raleigh. 

Mr. M. Where did the last Council meet? 
W. In  lS68, the last Grand Council met in the city of 

Raleigh. 
Mr. M. Didn't 001. Henderson hold a meeting of the 
Heroes of America" this year, in Davidson ? 
W. I don't know sir. 
Mr. M. You say the State organization is not kept up Z 
W. According to the best of my information, i t  is not. 
Mr. Y. Colored men did belong to it to some extent ? 
W. They did, sir. 
JUDGESETTLE. As to the secrets. You say they were con- 

;tined to the ceremonies-signs, and grips ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did they meet publicly ? 
W. Yes, sir. They mere known members of the Republi- 

can party. 
J. S. Did they parade in open day-light ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. The secrets were confined to the ceremonies 1 
W. Regularly, yes. 

Was i t  kept secret who belonged to i t  4UHIEF JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. KO, sir. 
J m a ~DICK. Was that so at first ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
J. D. Suppose, you wanted the League to make a political 

;movement ? 
W. We had means by which the League could be called 

together. 
Mr. MERRDION. Did you have nieans for calling out the 

full vote 8 
WITNESS. Leagues were expected to vote for the Republi- 

can party. There was no penalty imposed, only in the Heroes 
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of America. Bnt I never knem that to be inflicted although 
the l a v  required it. 

Mr. M. Suppose a man did not vote as ordered ? 
W. H e  was necer ordered. 
Mr. M. Suppose he failed to fulfil his obligations ? 
W. H e  was merely expelled from the League. 
Mr. M. Was he cut off by members of the League Z 
W. Kot in  business matters, but in social, he was. 
Mr. M. There was no business ostracism ? 
W. No  obligation, except to vote against him. 
Mr. M. How long did that continue 1 
W. As long as the League was in existe~ce. 
[Question lost.--Rep.] 
W. Some Republicans had conscientious scruples about 

entering secret organizations. They were allowed to enter the 
Councils. 

Mr. M. See, here i t  yeads, "I will never make known," 
6-c. What does -mean ? 

W. I t  means the intention of the organization as to voting, 
and the relief of members. There were a t  first certain chari- 
table operations contemplated, but that part of the plan y a s  
never put into practice. 

Mr. . What was the object of the League ? 
W. I t  was meant to instruct the colored people in their 

duty as citizens, and was used for that purpose. 
[Two forms of the Rituals of the Heroes of America were 

here exhibited to the witness. H e  acknowledged their cor-
rectness, and they were made evidence.] 

TEBTIMONY OX DR. JOHN A. MOORE. 

CHIEF JUSTICE.Dr. Moore, will you explain a fact? Did 
you knov  those men a t  the bridge 2 

WITNESS. I have no knowledge of ever having a conversa-
tion with Mr. Boyd, on that subject. I f  I did, I have forgot- 
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ten. I wasn't acquainted with Mr. Strudwick. I did'nt know 
him nor Hedgepeth. 

C.  J. You say you didn't tell Mr. Boyd ? 
W. I say I do not recollect. 
C. J. Did you say you met them at  Bradshaw% house o r  

a t  the bridge 'l 
W. I met them in Bradshaw's lane. 
C. J. I nnderstood .you met them at the bridge ? 
W. No, sir ; not at the bridge. I sa:d I was directed to 

go to Mr. Bradshaw to get him to assist me in this matter. I 
told him what my business tcas-that, as I understood it, the 
X u  Klux mere going after Shoffner that night ? 

C.  J. You nnderstood the X u  Xlux were going after Sho%- 
ner that night ? 

W. I said, "Bradshaw, I understand the K u  Klux are 
going after Shogner to-night. I met a partv on the way. I 
want you to go to the bridge and dissuade them from going. 
They promised me not to go. I ask you to go with me to the 
bridge and assist in keeping them from going. They promised 
they would not go to Shoffner's, but did not know who they 
would meet or what might be the consequences." I-Ie told mc 
he mould do it. 

C. J. That  was all the conversation ? 
W. That was all the convers~tion, only this : H e  said, 

when I told him I had met a certain party, "W'ell, Noore, I 
expect i t  is my friends Strudwick and Hedgepeth." I told 
him there were several. 

C .  J. Why didn't you speak of this before ? 
W. I didn't know there was any evidence in that. Brad-

sha-cr was a member. I was directed to go there as a man- 
ber-I think by Mr. Boyd. 

C. J. Didn't he say Strndwick and Hedgepeth were there ? 
W. He said, "I expect "--because he had no means of 

knowing. 
3Xr. BOYDEN. Don't you recollect that yon have said that 

he said they were there, w i t h o ~ t  this word '' expect ?" 



WITNESS.No, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you say so jesterday afternoon ? 
W. Where? 
Mr. C. To Mr. Boyd 2 
[Answer lost.] 

SETTLE. You heard Mr. Boyd's statement ~ i t h  JUDGE re-
gard to the Invisible Empire. Isn't i t  true? 

WITXE~S. I t  is true. 
J. S. Did yon go to the Tarbrongh House 8 
W. Yes, sir. I went to Mr. Jones' room. 
J. S. answered before that you linen- nothing about 

i t  ? 
W. I did not. I never joined. Mr. Jones made th's re-

mark to me : " When I get this, I may scnd i t  to yon. There 
in this matter. W e  v a n t  something p n r e l ~  has been no ~ ~ s t e n i  

political." 
J. S. You answered me thslt you knew nothing of it, and 

no member of it-" I didn't 1 ~ 1 1 0 ~  a meniber of it"-you an-
swered me that way yesterday, and now you say you commn-
nicated v i th  Mr. Xiller by signs 'l 
IT. Mr. Jones gat-e zrie this sign in addition to hat be-

longed to the other. 
IIe said he was going to send you some- CHIEF JUSTICE. 

thing ? 
WITNESS. yes, sir. Ih said lie mould send me the -

as soon as he could get them, but he never sent them. 
Mr. BATTLE. Did Bradshaw go with yon to the bridge? 
WITNESS. NO. H e  told me he woulcl. 
Nr .  B. Do you state on your oath that you didn't knom 

any of those men that you met ? 
IT. I state positively that I didn't know a single man I 

met. One told me he had rode forty miles. I didn't knom n 
single man there. 

Mr. BOPDEN. Had you any belief about any one there ? 
WITNESS. I stated yesterday that 1 had no belief. I only 

knew what James Bradshaw told me. 
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TESTIMONY OF CAPTAIN ELI  S. ULISS. 

Xr.  BOTDEN. Where do you reside ? 
WINNESS. I n  Alamance Count,y, ten miles Southwest of 

Graham. 
Mr. B. Do yon live in the neigl~borhood of Senator Shoff- 

ner ? 
W. Yes, sir. A t  that time, I vaa the nearest neighbor he  

had. 
Mr. B. Do you belong to the K u  Klux ? 
W. I belong to the Constitutional Union Guard. I mas 

South Commander of the Klan. I mas West Commander of 
the first Klan organized in the Connty. 

Nr. 13. What has been jour bnsiness? 
W. School teaching, and farming this year. I was in tho 

Confederate serrice four years. I went out as a private, but 
afterwards served as a First Lieutenant, and then as Captain. 

Mr. B. Please state to their Eonors all yon know of the 
conspiracy of the K u  Klux to murder Senator Shoffner ? IIow 
yo11 received the information, and what steps you took to pre- 
vent the murder ? 

TQ. Well, sir, sometime during the recess of the Legisla- 
ture, I don't remember what time-sometime after that, Jas. 
Patterson came to me, and told me he had just received an 
order to South Commander of the First Seni or IClan, regarded 
as the first o5cer  in the Connty. H e  told me he had receivcd 
an order from the Chief of Orange County, sent in cypher, 
and directed to the Chief of Alamance County-that on a 
certain night, I think i t  v a s  on Tuesday night, Shoffner was 
to be hanged until dead, and then sent to Gov. Holden, and 
that he had come to consnlt as to what steps should be taken 
to prevent it. I told him to leave i t  in my hands. I went to 
Shoffher, Tuesday, and asked him to go to Greensboro' with 
me. H e  said he could not go. But I urged him, and he 
consented to go. W e  went, and didn't leave Greensboro' till 
after sundown, and got home about midnight. 



YOZUobject was to get him ont of the CHIEF JUSTICE. 
way ? 

TVITNESS. That was my object. Three months' ago, before 
the last election, I was in conversation v i th  Daniel Foust. 
H e  said that on that night a party of sixty men started to 
Shoffner's house. 

C. J. Where from Z 
W. H e  didn't say. 
C. J. What oftice had Foust ? 
W. I don't know. H e  belonged to the order, but not to- 

my IClan. 
C. J. Did he tell you he was one of the sixty? 
JQ. No, sir. I don't linom whether lie was in the crowd, 

or saw them. 
C. J. You claim the credit af saving Shoffuer's life 8 
W. My information was snstained. I t  came from the or-

ganization. 
C. J. Who was i t  sent b y ?  
IT. I t  mas sent in cypher. I conld not read it. Patter-

son said i t  was from the Chief of Orange. 
C .  J. Did he say who he was ? 
W. H e  did not. 
C. J. Do you know who he was? 
IT. I do not. I have heard it said that 001. J. Webb was 

the Ghief. 
C. J. Have yon heard i t  said amongst the Xlan ? 
W. Piot among my IClan, but among otliers that I -gas told 

belonged to the organization. 
SETTLE.Did you learn who was the bearer of the JUDGE 

disp ntch ? 
WITNESS. Xo, sir. 
J. S. Where is Patterson ! 
W. A t  home. 
5.  8. Do you know of the camps or order of the Invisable 

Empire ! 
IV. [Ansmer not recorded-Eq.1 
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J. S. What order do you belong to ? 
W. The Constitutional Union Guard. 

Why do you call them Klans ?CHIEFJUSTICE. 
IQITNESS. That is the name given them. 
C.  J. %%at oath do they give you ? 
W. I cannot repeat it. I think I can procure it. The 

substance is, to aid, patronize, encourage members of the or-
der in preference to all others ; to obey officers in all matters 
pertaining to its institution ; to resist by force of arms any 
at te~npt  to deprive us of our Constitutional rights ; to obey 
the call of distress of comrades; nerer to give i t  except in 
distress. 

C. J. Kot a vmrd sbont evidence, or being on a jury? in 
Constitution or By-Laws. 
W. No, sir. 
6.J. Whatinjtitutions? 
W. Institutions as a political organization. I mas initiated 

just Before the election. I t  was our duty to get as many in as 
possible before election. 

JGDGE DICK. What election 7 
WITNXSS. The P1-esiclential election. 

Your ~mhrs tanding  is, that this Constitu- C n ~ mJUSTICE. 
tional Union Guard is one orcler, the VThite Crotherhood the 
next order, and the Invisable Empire the highest order ? 

[Answer, lost.-Eq1.1 
C. J. These three ordels all take the place of the K u  Klus, 

don't they ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
(3. J. T h y  shonld they drop the nanle 1111Iilux, and give 

themselves these three ? 
W. I don't think tho order ever assumed thejname of ICu 

Klux at all. 
C. J. They don't recognize this as an appropriate name 2 
W. No, sir. 
C. J. How many Xilsns did you have ? 



W. I don't l i n o ~  but two or three. I Irnox four. There 
were inore I suppose. 

C. J. How many in the County ? 
1%'.I suppose about seven hundred. 

SETTLE. In one Klan, or different organizations ?JEDGE 
WITNESS. That wasn't explained. I t  mas a good while after 

we were initiated before we knew there were any other. Never 
knew anything of it 'till I carne here. I linew nothing of the 
whippings. 

What  did Mr. Foust tell you ?CHIEF JESTICE. 
I-Ie told me he had whipped for all the adjoining WZTXE~S. 

Klans. I-le said he had been up in our neighbol-hood whipping 
a negro by the name of ---, and wanted us to assist him. 
I told him we didn't do that sort of thing. He  told me, I mas 
untrue to my obligations. 

C. J. H e  wanted you to help him ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. How many others did he Inention to yor he had 

whipped ? 
TV. One or two others. 
C. J. Did he name thaschoolrnaster at  the Shops ! 
TV. No, sir. 
C. J. Did he speak of Holt ? 

DICK. HOWextensive were these organizations i n  JUDGE 
the State ? 

TVr~mss. I don't lmow, sir ; i t  existed in Qnilford, Orange, 
Chathain and Randolph. 

J ~ D G E  SETTLE. Was i t  understood to be a national organi- 
zation ? 

T V r ~ s ~ s s .I don't know sir ; 1understood i t  mas instituted 
by Gen. Forrest in Tennessee. 

Did he come here and do i t  ?CHIEFJFSTICE. 
WITNESS. I don't k n o ~ .  I lirlow i t  organized there. 
JUDGEDICK. What was the obligation about resisting by 

force of arms ? 
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WITNESS.We were to resist by force of arms, if necessary, 
any attempt forcibly to deprive us of our Constitutional rights. 

Who was to judge of that ?CHIEF JCSTICE. 
WITNEBS. I don't know. 

DICK. And 60 i t  has disbanded ?JUDGE 
WITNESS. That -ras the White Brotherhood. This organi- 

zation hasn't disbanded. I t  is greatly declining, and has been 
very irregular since the passage of the Shoffner bill ; but has 
been in existence up to the present time. 

C H I E ~J ~ T I C E .D O-j-0x1 know Dr. Tarpley? 
WITXESS.KO, sir. I have seen him. 
Nr .  BOPDEN. D OYOI: linom vho introduced this organiza- 

tion into your County? 
WITXESS. Yes, sir. Captain Watts, a man from Egypt, or 

that vicinity. There mas another man with him. 
Egypt in Chatham '/CFIIEBJUSTICE. 

WITSESS.Yes, sir. No, I don't think it is in Chatham. It 
may be a tovn on the railroad, where the cal.6 run up  from 
Fayetteviile. 

Dm;. DO you lcno~.. iiim as a citizen of Chatham?JUDGE 
TITNESS.NO, 6ir. H e  vas  about my size-a fine looking 

man. Them was anotller gentle&ir~ ~ i t h  him, whose name I 
don't remember. 

Any Inwe questions ?CHIEFJUSTICE. 
hIr. B o r n ~ x .  s o ,  sir. 

Mr. BATTLE. Captain Eulia, you say you live in Alamance? 
VITNESS.Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You were a neighbor of Mr. Shoffner ? 
'FV. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You were in the Confederate service 2 ' 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You served four years ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. B. You didn't belong to the White Brotherhood at all, 
but t o  something entirely different ? 

W. Yes, entirely different. 
Mr. B. The oath that you have repeated didn't bind you 

to  the violation of the law ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. But  to act in subordination to the Constitution of 

the State ? 
T. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Didn't these whippings nearly all occur eighteen 

months ago 
W. I believe they did. 
Mr. B. Haven't all these organizations been declining 

since that time? 
W. I believe so. 
Mr. B. From the best of Sour l ino~ledge  and belief, and 

from wliat you have heard, don't you think there has been very 
little done by them within the twelve months from last June?  

W. Yes, sir. 
Nr .  B. Didn't they cease, in great part, after the passage 

of this act ? 
W. To some extent, but not to a great estent. 
Mr. E. Bnt after Shoffner's bill was passed, the feqling 

was to disband them ? 
[No reply recorded.] 
Mr. B. With regard to those persons who mere in  search 

of Senator Shoffner, do you know anything about them ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. You don't know where they came from? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Of the other things-you don't know anything 

of these, do you? Just something you have heard from 
somebody else ? 

W. They told me they were in the thing at the time. 
Mr. Foust did. 
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Mr. E. YOU didn't learn from him that he was one of the 
number. H e  only spoke of seeing them ! 

W. KO,sir. 

TESTIXOST O F  JAXES E. BOYD. 

Xr. BOPDEN. DOyou know Dr. Tarpley ? 
WITNESS. I do. 
Xr.  E. Does he live in yonr County ? 
W. Yes, sir. Two miles off from me. 
31r. B. Tell what yon know of his character ? 
W. H e  is considered a lnan of honesty and sobriety-a 

tneinber of the Christian Church-a very qniet man-not vio-
lent. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.A Democrat, is he 1 
TQrrxsss. Yes, sir. 
C .  J. Noted for being strong in the party ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
JCDGE DICK. I liiiow Dr. Tarpley. I-Ie isn't understood 

to be a lawless man. 
Mr. BOYDEN. Mr. Boyd, do yon know whether he is a 

nlernber of these XU1<111~? 
WITNESS. I Ie  is a member. 
Mr. B. You never saw him with these things on ? 
W. No, sir. 
JUDGE SETTLE. Do yon say he is a Church mernber ? 
WITNESS.IIe  is a member of the Christian Church a t  

Providence. 
J. S. Is  i t  common for Church member; to be connected 

with these organizations ? 
7 .  Yes, sir. Elders in Presbyterian and other Churches 

were there. 
J. S. Any Episcopalians ? 
W. None bat myself. 
J. S. Ministers of all denominations ? 
W. Yes, sir. 



STATE us. TARPLEY, GRAY et ul. 

DECIBION O F  CHIEF JUSTICE PEARSON AND JCSTICES DICK AND 

SETTLE. 

CHIEFJCSTICE read as follows :PEARSON 
'Probable Cause' has been made ont. The parties, except 

Tarpley, will be recognized severally in the sum of $2,000, 
with two or more sufficient securities, to appear at the next 
term of the Superior Court of Alamance County, to answer the 
charge.

''Here we might have stopped, but for the remark of the 
counsel for the prisoners, that 'according to the ruling in 
Wiley's case, they admitted that probable cause had been 
shown.' 

"The ruling in that case was put on the ground that, 
although the evidence made on the minds of the J~st iees  a be- 
lief of the guilt of the prisoners, there mas such a conflict of 
testimony by reluctant white witnesses and by persons for- 
merly slaves, as to make a case peculiarly fit for a jury.

" I n  the case before us there is no conflict of testimony ; i t  
rests upon a principle of law recognized and acted on as far 
back as the common law can be traced. We need only to 
refer to State vs. Harden and Hancy, 2 Dev. and B. 390 and 
408 : ' The testimony of an accomplice, if i t  produces entire 
belief of the prisoner's guilt, is sufficient to warrant a convie- 
tion.' 

"The witness, John W. Long, proves the guilt of the 
prisoner directly. He  swears that after Caswell Holt had been 
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whipped by order of one of the camps in Alamance, there mas 
a meeting of two c a n p  or XZam in which it FF-as moved. 
That  as Caswell Holt, after being wliipped, made information 
before a Jnstice of the Peace, nnd had failed to establish the 
charge against the parties arrested, he should be vhipped the 
second time; whereupon the prisoner, Tarpley, substituted a 
motion that ' Caswell Holt be put to death,' giving as a reason, 
'dead men tell no tales.' After discussion, the death motion 
was carried by a unanimons vote. I t  was then moved that 
'he be hung to a tree and his body be left exposed ;' i t  was 
then moved, let him be killed and his body secreted, or let 
him be drorrned in Haw Eiver. Finally i t  was agreed to leave 
the matter to the discretion of the Chief of Iilan No. 10, on 
vhom the execution of the ' death sentence ' was put. This, 
on Monday night; v-itness was charged to carry the order to 
Job Fossett, Chief of No. 1 0  ; he started by sunrise on Tues-
day, and delivered the order to -by 10  o~clock of that 
day. The reply was, ' it will be clone.' The deed was not 
done. Jacob TV. L w g ,  the head Chief of Alamance, thought 
it was going too far, and comtermanded the order. 

"The cliaracter of this witness for truth and honesty is im-
peached by Green Andraws, who admits that lie joined the 
Ku  IClux-, being Deputy SI:eriff, but took no part with them ; 
he believes three or four of his sons are iilernbers of the Iiu 
Klnx or the ' White Brotherhood' a; it is now called ; three of 
them a1.e prisoners now on trial; but he frequently told his 
boys to have notlling to clo with the whippings or  killing. 
And by Dr. John A. 2rIoo1-e-lie is a :nernber of the order, 
took no part in the hipping or killing, and believes he saved 
the life of Senator Shoffner, whose death had been decreed. 
But over and above this proof of a bad character there is the 
fact that this vi-itness is an accomplice, and has tnrned 'State's 
witness' on a promise of pardon ; he admits that he obeyed 
the order to inform Fossett, head of S o .  10, to put Caswell 
Holt to death-and he did so on Tnesday, and expected the 
deed would be done on tbe next Friday night. So i t  falls an- 



der the decision, Haney and Hardin suLwa, and the question 
is: Does the other eridence contradict or corroborate this 
witness ? 

" I t  was the subject of remark, between us, that in our ex- 
perience as lawyers and as judges, we had never Imown a wit- 
ness on the examination in chief, to espose himself more fully 
to contradiction, (unless he vas  telling the trnth,) by stating 
i n  detail as to place, time and the persons present, tlie whip- 
ping of Sellars in which he was an actor, the whipping of Holt 
and of Trollinger and Corliss, all of which he narrated as re- 
ported 67 menibera of the N a n .  The burning of the school 
honse, in vhich he took part, the contemplated murder of 
Holt and of ShoBner, and the actml murder of Outlaw and 
Puryear by the 1C. I<.,or White Srotherhood ; and b j  stating 
in  the general, froln reports made to his camp, that the num- 
ber of members in Alernallce v a s  betvieen '700 or 500, in Gnil- 
ford 1230, in Orange, Chatham, Eockinglmm and other Coun- 
ties not informed as to the nunllser~ Lnt  the order extended 
over the State and a~xonnted to 4Li,OOO--was sszid to have origi- 
nated with es-President Johnson, and t o  e s t e ~ ~ dorcr the whole 
South, for the politicnl purpose of preventing negro equality 
b - ~m-hipping, hanging, a:ld other ac6s necessary to effect that 
object; and by stating the oath-not to reveal :u1j secrets of 
the order; to obey t i l a  com~zccncZ,sqf the Chkf; to go to the 
rescue of a member, and to mear  for him as a ~ i t n e s s ,  and ac-
qnit him 51s juror. h SHORT, TI113 TVITXESS DISCTIOSED A CON-

DITION O F  THISGS SFLOVING, IF TRUE, T I I D  THE CITIL AUTIIORITIES 

WEIZE UXADLZ TO FROTECT LIFE OR PXOPERTT, COKFIRYED BY TEE 

FACT, TIIAT IN  S O  O S E  ITSTAXCE l I lT3 TEE PERPETRATORS O F  

THESE CRIXES AND " KXOWN FELONIES," CEEX DROCGI-IT TO 

JCSTIOE. 

'c I t  was a f ~ ~ r t h e r  subject of ema ark, that this witness sus- 
tained himself nncler 2 most searching cross erarnin:~tion, as 
well as any person we had ever seen in similar circumstances. 

" This witness was not contradicted in a single particnlar, 
either in the detail or in  the general. Andrew and Noore, 
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who swear his character is bad, Tere forced to admit, that so 
far as  their knowledge estended, he had told nothing bnt the 
truth. And Moore confirms him in the general, by stating 
that on the night Corliss Tyas taken out of his house, in the 
village of 'Company Shops,' a t  about 1o'clock at night, he 
saw seven or eight men in 'white disguises ' taking Corliss along, 
a colored man and the watchman ran out, but immediately re- 
tired: he met vith seven or eight of the citizens roused by 
the noise, bnt all, incZwZing I~imself, refused to interfere, f o ~  
fear of the consequences, although BIrs. Corliss .itas running 
about the street entreating all persons to save her husband ;
' in  a short time,' as Dr. Moore said, a6out hu7f am AOZLT, Corliss 
came back and the Doctor dressed his wounds. 

"Again, Moore confirms him, being told 1 ) ~  Boyd that 
Shoffner was to be killed on that night. I met ' the party' at 
Gilbraith's bridge, (on next day said i t  was some seven miles 
from the bridge in the direction of Hillsboro',) told them that 
Shoffner was not at home, had gone to Greensboro' ; one of 
the party said, 'I have come forty miles to obey this order, if you 
are deceiving us, i t  will be your time next ;' thinks there were 
eight in the party ; this was the only plan that he  could adopt 
to  save Shoffner ; an appeal to the civil authorities was out of 
the question ; the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff belonged to the 
order. 

'(This witness is also confirmed by Euless. H e  belonged to 
the ' Constitutional Union Guards,' a distinct organization from 
the White Brotherhood, sworn to support the Constitution as 
i t  was. Supposing in all they numbered sonle 700 in Ala-
mance, 1,200 in  Guilford, and 40,000 or 60,000 in the State ; 
one Patterson, a Chief of the ' White Brotherhood,' told him 
he  had an order from Head Chief of Orange to kill Shoffner, 
asked his advice. Thompson Euless gave Shoffner a hint to 
leave home, and in  that way saved his life, One Foust, a 
member of the order of White Brotherhood, told witness he 
saw the party, or ' was one of the party,' that met at  Gilbraith's 
bridge, on their way to kill Shoffner, thought there were sixty 



of them ;but hearing that Shoffner was not at home the party 
dispersed. 

"Boyd's testimony is to the like effect and confirms the wit- 
ness in several particulars and in the general ;as to Tarpley, 
who is the leader of the ' Christian Church ' at Company 
Shops, being a member ; as to leading and official members of 
other Churches being members, among others Robert Hannah 
and Thos. G. McLean, and as to many other particulars. 

"So John W. Long, although an accomplice is not contra- 
dicted, but is confirmed ;and the case falls under the decision- 
Harvey and Hardin's case. We, on this evidence, not merely 
believe, but we are fully convinced of the guilt of the prisoner. 

We think proper to add, General Hunt, commanding the 
United States troops in this State, was invited by us to take a 
seat on the bench, and heard the whole proceedings. 

PEARSON, 
DICK, 
SETTLE, 

Justices." 


His Honor, after reading the opinion, directed the Clerk to 
forward a copy of the same, together with the State warrants, 
to the Clerk of the Superior Court of Alamance, and that upon 
the principle advanced by Mr. Boyden in reference to any one 
being a member of such organization, but not participating in 
its crimes, were just as guilty as those who did commit them, 
he would require Dr. Tarpley to give sufficient security in the 
sum of $10,000 for his appearance before him at Chambers at 
Richrnond Hill on the charge of murder. 

His Honor stated that as he had come to Raleigh to hear the 
ha8ens corpus cases, he hoped the counsel for the State would 
bring up the case of A. G. Moore, that being the last. 

Mr. Badger stated that so far as he had examined the testi- 
mony, he could not find any charge, and had no reason to be- 
lieve the State could make out a case against A. G. Moore, 
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when, on motion of Mr. Battle, Adolphus G. Moore was ac- 
cordingly discharged. 

Junius Sorners, Daniel Whitsett, William Lome, Rankin 
Lome, Daniel Patton, William Tickell, and Jeremiah Whit- 
sett were brought forward and recognized each in the sum of 
$500 for their appearance at Court from day to day, and time 
was allowed them to find bail. 

The Court then adjourned until 3 o'clock. 

STATE vs. JUNIUS SOMERS e t  aZ. 

C~@'~'~.-TERRIFYI~GONE DANIEL JORDAN, AND ALSO ASSAGLTING 

AND BEATING EIM. 

At Cha~nbers, TLaI.leig11, Thursday, September 1, 1870, before Chicf Justice Pew-
son and Jnstices Dick and Settle. 

TESTIMOXY O F  XTILLIA1\I TIOICELL. 

Xr. BADGER. Mr. Tickell, were yon a rnembcr of the ICu 
Klns  Klan, or White Brotherhoodt If so state when you 
joined. 

WITXESS. Well, sir, i t  was abont eighteen months ago I 
joined the White Nan's Brotherhood. 

Mr. E. Did you take an oath. [Witness hesitates.] 
W. Well, I did ; by raising up my right hand. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Look this way, Mr. Tickell. 
Mr. BADGER. Can you repent the oath ? 
WITNESG.Well, I can't. 



Mr. Tickell, I had occasion to tell some CEIEF JUSTICE. 
colored men, and may tell you, that yon must tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Some have 
thought i t  was right to keep back something and save their 
friends. We want to have the vhole thing just out. Well, 
now. You met with the TVhite Brotherhood-that was the 
understanding ? A t  vha t  time Z 

WITNESS. I don't knotv, exactly. 
C. J. W e  don't care, exactly. 
W. It was about last harvest a year ago. 
C. J. About July, I869? 
TV. July, I guess. 
C. J. I t  won't make any difference by a month or ~ T F O ~  

nnless there is an object in it. 
Mr. BADGER. took the oath, yon say '2 Give i t  to n s  

as far as jou recollect. 
WITNESS. The first 'tiling is, hat you do solemnly meal-, 

in the presence of Almiglity God, that yon will not reveal any 
of the secrets, and that is about as far as I be l i ec~I can go.. 

CHIEFJUSTICE.That ~ o n ' t  do. 
That is about as far as I can go. WITNE~B. 

0. J. Nothing abont supporting the Constitution ? 
TV. Yes, something about that. 
C. J. Recollect what I told you. I have been obliged to 

tell some colored men (I didn't suppose I shonld have to tell a, 

what man) people sometimes get into scrapes b~ telling a garG 
and not the whole, because by and by the whole comes out and 
then they are obliged to splice up. You meye to tell no,secrets? 

TV. Yes, sir. 
Air. BADGEE.What besides ? Any other promise ? Any-

thing about obeying officers ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. They were to obey all calls and snm-

mons. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.By whom ? 
WITNEGS.Why, the oEcers. 
C. J. Yon mere to obey all calls and summons of the Chiefs ? 
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W. yes, sir. 
C. J. You call them officers, do you 8 
W. I don't know what I might call them. 
C. J. Well, besides that t How about help, if yon got into 

difficulty ? 
W. How about help ? 
0.J. Yes, if you got into difficulty Don't yon see the 

whole thing is spoiled if you hold anything back ? 
W. 0,I will tell you anything I know. 
C.  J. Well, we will take that for granted. I ask you, by 

way of helping you along, suppose you got into difficulty? 
W. I mas to be assisted if I did. 
C. J. Suppose the others were to get into difficulty ? 
W. I was to assist them. 
C. J. Then you were to reveal no secrets ? Yon were to 

obey all eummons, and to assist one another when you got 
into difficulty ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Well, what were the signs 8 
W. Signs? 
C. J. Yes, sir. You see I don't want you to get into a 

scrape. I want to help you out. 
W. Well-I recollect it-Shiloh. 
C. J. If any brother was in distress, you were to call out 

Shiloh ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Well, suppose they were not in distress ? 
W. Well, they were to slap hands-I may be mistaken : 

Oh, no, you were to slap hands when you wanted to get into 
camp. 

C. 5. Yon don't expect to get off that way 1 Suppose a 
man were in difficulty, and wanted his brothers to help him, if 
he couldn't get out any other way he was to say Shiloh. Sup-
pose he didn't want to say Shiloh, what would he  do? 

W. Well, I may not be able to tell you that. 
C. J. Suppose he was charged with whipping a nigger, and 



the nigger swore i t  on him, and thereupon he  made you a sort 
of motion, and wanted yon to prove that he mas at  home? 
You h a ~ e  heard of an aZ&, haven't you ? 

IT. I don't think I ever did. 
C. J. Suppose he minted you to prore he was a t  home? 

You understand that ? 
TV. Yes, sir. I f  that is what you mean. I haint got no 

education. 
C. J. Suppose he wanted you to prove he mas horne? 

Would I be bound to say -?'&';Ii. 

C. J. You understand me now. 
W. Repeat i t  again. 
C. J. Well, i t  is just this. Suppose one of the V h i t e  

Brotherhood taken up and charged- 
TV. Charged !-
C. J. Yes. Suppose a member of the White Brotherhood 

had been engaged in whipping a nigger. Suppose they had 
taken him out and whipped him, and he had been there, and he 
calls upon one of the members to swear he was at  home, did -
your oath require you to say that he was at horne 

W. I aint able to tell you. I t  has slipped my memory-a 
right smart of it. 

C. J. That was the meaning of your oath ? 
W. Yes. I reckon it was. 
C. J. If a man got into distress, and said Shiloh, you were 

to go and help him ; but if he got on trial for whipping a nig- 
ger, 01. any such thing, before a judge-such as I am-and a 
jury, your idea was that you were to come up and prove he 
was at home or at  some other place ? 

W. Yes, sir-if I could do it. 
C. J. Conld do it-how 2 
IV. If I could do i t  by swearing to a lie, you say ? 
C. J. Yon see i t  aint worth while-we are in  court- 
W. I don't want to answer anything I don't know. 
C. J. Well, according to your idea, one of your White 

Brothers would be bound to come up and help him ; and if 



254 DOOUMENTXo. 1. [Swion 

no other way mould 20 it, he was bound to take that oath 2 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Well, now, suppose one of the White Brothers got 

in the way of the sheriff, and was put on a jury, and one of 
his brothers mas charged mith whipping or drowning, and the 
judge was to charge the jury that if they believed the story, 
they should find a verdict of guilty, and you were on the jnrg, 
would you feel bound to say, on that oath, that he was not 
guilty ? 

[No answer.] 
C. J. Would you be at liberty to say he was guilty ? 
W. No, sir. 
0.J. Well, then, would you hang the jury? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And that would be the end of it, I suppose 8 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And there would be another jury, and somebody 

vould be found to hang that jury '/ 
W. Yes, sir. 
0. J. What is your name ? 
TV. William Tickel. 
C.  J. Wllere were ;you born B 
TV. I11 Alnmancc Ciounty. 
C. J. V a s  it a big family? I never heard of that family. 
W. Considerably large. 
C. J. You see I have heard of most of the families in the 

County-but the Tickels, Tickels !-Is it an old family ? You 
are not one of the carpet-baggers, are you ? 

W. NO, SIR. 
C. J. Well, hat I understand is, that when you were ad-

mitted to this White Brotherhood, they swore you, in the first 
place, not to reveal any of their secrets ; second, to obey the 
Chiefs; third, to assist the members when they cried Shiloh; 
fourth, that when you were called to  prove before any court, 
you were to sweur- 

W. Well, I don't remember that, if that is in the oath. 



C. J. I thought you said if i t  was necessary to prove him 
at home, you mould do i t  ? 

W. Well, if that was in the oath of coume we were. 
C. J. Do you believe you were bound to do it ? 
W. I can't say. 
C. J. Suppose you got instructions from the Chief that 

you were to go and help a fellow-member, and he cried Shiloh, 
and you had got to smear that he mas at home, would yon 
do i t  ? 

W. If I knowed he vas at home, I would do it. 
C. J. But if you knew he wasn't at home, would you say 

he was ? 
W. --E-yes, sir. 
C. J. And swear i t ?  
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Right there before the jury ? 
[No answer recorded.] 
C. J. You see, Mr. Tickel, this is a serious bnsiness, and 

you may not only be called to answear before a higher power, 
bnt you may be called upon to answer here. Suppose a Chief 
had told you that one of the members mas in distress, and he 
gave you the word Shiloh, must you do it ? 

W. Yes, sir-that was in it. 
C .  J. Suppose i t  was necessary, in order to save him, t o  

prove that he was at home, mould you swear that he vas a t  
home ? 

[No answer.] 
C. J. You have answered i t  once. 
W. Well, if I have ansvered it once, I shall not take it 

back. 
C. J. Would you go there and give in such testimony, and 

dodge, and twist, and run every may, so as to make the jury 
believe he wasn't there ? 

[NO ansmer.] 
C. J. If the Chief told you to do it ? 
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1 .  Well, I have never been told anything of that sort- 
well, I would not have thought I v-as doing what was right. 

C. J. That is not the thing. The men that hung this man 
Outlaw, didn't think that they were doing what was right. 
Do you think they did ? 

W. No, sir. 
C. 5. The men that put Puryenr in that uill-pond didn't 

think they were doing right. The men that took Corliss out 
and whipped hiin didn:t think they were doing right, did they? 

W. I don't suppose they did. 
C. J. Suppose a man ~ s s  called up, and charged with it, 

and cried Shiloh, and the officer, or head Chief told you they 
couldn't clear him nnless you went and swore that he was a t  
home that night,-would you have to do it ? 

W. Yes, sir. According to the oath .we had taken, we 
would. 

C. J. Well, that is the way-to tell the truth; and the 
xhole truth. Suppose you were put npon a jury-didn't they 
ever tell you of an elm tree, where Outlaw mas hung, that 
stood and still stands about fifty yards from the jail? 

W. I never saw it. 
C .  J. Well, suppose one of those men that hung Outlaw 

was put in prison, and you were put on a jury, and the charge 
was that he was one of the fifty or sixty nien that took Outlaw 
out and hung him up, and they proved i t  jam up, but you and 
two qr three or four others were on the jury-eight of you (the 
jury) said yon were bound to convict this inan, and he said 
Shilah-would you join the three that said not gzcilQ ? 

W. Of course,-(meaning1jr)-$?my2 that said not guilty ? 
C. J. Well, I want you to reme~nlser that you are on your 

oath. 
W. I have never been told to do so by any Chief. Of 

course, if he told me so, I would hare i t  to do. 
0.J. Well, suppose you didn't do it, what would they do? 
W. Well, whatever the camp might direct. 
C. J. Well, what could they do? 



W. I don't know of anything else. 
C. J. Did you ever hear of rope-tying around necks ? 
W. No, sir. 
0. J. What would be done? 
W. I can't tell you, sir-whatever the camp might direct. 
C. J. What did they put that man in the mill-pond for? 
W. I don't know, sir. 
C. J. Well, they say because--'( Dead men tell no tales." 

You say, if the Chief told you to go and get on a jury, yon 
would go, and find not guilty, in order to keep a member from 
being hung, and that that was the meaning of your oath? 

W. Yes, sir. 
0. J.-[to counsel]-Well, that is the general proof. We 

will now come to the matter of fact. 
Mr. BAILEY.Was the United Brotherhood explained clif- 

ferently after - ~ o u  got in frotli wliat i t  was before ? 
WITNESS. yes, sir. 
Mr. B. What v-as its ul?ject ? 
W. Well, i t  was to keep down the style of the niggers, and 

to increase the Comervatire pwtr. 
Mr. B. How were thcy to keels down the style of the nig- 

gers $-by whipping them Z 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B I-Iow were they to increase the Couscr~ative part?? 
W. There nas  nothing said about it. 
Counsel for the defence here asked permission to lead the 

witness,"on the ground that he mas refractory and illiterate. 
Mr. Battle objected. 
The Chief Justice said, "I ask your experience whether i t  

may not be necessary to lead the mitness ? I say this, that 
Judge Battle and myself have decided time and again, that 
when a witness is holding back, counsel may be allowed to 
moss-examine. Kow I say that this witness is holding back." 

Mr. MERRIMON. I thought the reason Mr. Bailey gave was 
that he was an unintelligent witness. As I underatand the 
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matter the rule is precisely the other way. An intelligent and 
refractory witness may be led, but not an illiterate one. 

3Ir. BAILEY. 0, no ; i t  is not for want of intelligence that 
he is holding back. The reason is Be is unwilling. 

Xr. Bailey proceeded with the examination. 
Mr. BAILEY. D O  YOU know, Mr. Tickel, anything abo-iat 

the beating of a man by the name of Jordan ? 
W ~ N E S S .  Yes, sir. 
5Ir. B. Was he a colored man Z 
TV. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Where mas he whipped '/ 
7 7 .  I n  Alamance. 
Mr. B. Who mas the person that whipped him? 
TV. There were several of them. 
M. B. Name them. [Counsel suggested names.] 
W. Wm. Lowe, Peter J. Somers were all present. 
Mr. B. Did they all join in the whipping by encourage-

ment or otherwise ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
IIr. B. TVere they in disguise 8 
[No answer.] 

JUSTICE.I suppose the rule is for every mau to goCEKIEF 
up and give him one tap ? 

WITNESS. I don't know that that was the rude. 
C. J. Well, what ? 
[No answer.] 

0C. J. Was Julius Somers present ? 
TV. H e  was. I told you that. 
C. J. Were they disguised ? 
W. I can't say. 
C. J. Did you have on a disguise 2 
TV. Yes, sir, in part. I had on a linen coat. 
C. J. You had a disguise head on, and a line11 coat? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C .  J. Well, now, you see the whole of i t  comes oat. Yon 

n~il lbe put in jail for not telling the whole truth. 



Nr.  BAILEY. I don't think this witness unwilling. E e  is 
trying to tell the truth. 

I don't want any suggestions from you, Cnrm J~TICE.  
The question is, who IT-ent 111)and ~tfirucli hiin the first lick? 

~QITNE~S.I don't know, sir. 
C .  J. Was it  night? 
TV. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And you had on-what ? 
TV. One of these disguise heads and a linen coat. 
Mr. BAILEY. Did they tie him to a tree, or how ? 
WITNESS. They never tied him at all. 

B. H e  had on his clothes? 
H e  had on his drawers. H e  had no pants on. 
B. Did you get him ont of bed 8 
Some of them did. 
B. H e  had on his drawers ? 
Yes, sir. 
B. Well, wllo was the iifirst iuan that stepped u p  and 

hit Daniel Jordan a lick ? 
[No answer.] 
CHIEF JUSTICE.YOU see that was the worst business men 

were ever in in North Clarolina. 
WITNESS. Well, I didn't know the disguises one fro111 an-

other. 
Nr.  BAILEY. When did yon disguise yo~lrselves ? 
WITNES~. A t  the start. 
r .  B. When you first started, did you S Who was the  

iiwt man that began Z 
[NO answer.] 
Hr.  B. Who was ihe next man? 
V. I don't know as I can swear to any man. 
Mr. E. TVell, how many were there that did i t ?  
W. Nine or ten. 
Xr. 13. Well, of these nine or ten, h o ~ 7many struck that  

man ? 
W. WelJ, five or six. 
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Mr. B. You swear you don't know any of these five or six? 
You know i t  don't make m y  difference who of them strnck him. 
You say you didn't strike him? 

W. No, sir, not one lick. 
Mr. B. Yon don't know who struck him ? 
W. No, sir, because they were disguised, and I can't swear 

to any disguised man. I rather not, Mr. Bailey. 
Mr. B. Were they all disguised ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. And you say, after you started you couldn't dis- 

tinguish one from mother ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Did they all strike him but yon 8 
W. I can't tell. 
Nr. B. IIow many licks did they give him ? 
w. Soine forty or fifty. 
Mr. B. What kind of hips did they use ? 
W. Well, they used switches) some of 'em. 
r .  B. Good size ! 
W. Tolerable size. 
Nr.  B. Did tllcy strike one at a time, or bow v a s  that? 
W. Sonleti~nest ~ ostruck him. 
r .  B. One on each sids, or how? 
V. Well, I disremenlber vllether i t  was one on each side, 

or both on one side. 
Mr. 33. Was he much frightened ? 
'8. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. What time of night did you go to his house ? 
W, About ten o'clocl~ 
Mr. B. Has he  a family ? 
W. H e  has a child. His  wife left him. 
Mr. B. He mas there with his little child ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you break in the door ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. And carried him out ? 
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W. H e  broke and ran off. 
Mr. B. How far ? 
W. I don% know what distance-may be a quarter of a 

mile. 
Mr. B. You ran after him, and caught him ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. And gave him all of forty or fifty stripes ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
r .  B Were these parties K u  Klux or the White Brother- 

hood ? 
W. They were the White Brotherhood. 
CEIEF JUSTICE.How came you to tell of this ? 
TVITXESS. Well, because I Tcas summoned here as a wit-

ness, and have made an affidavit of i t  before. 
C .  J. How came you to do that? 
W. Well, I thought i t  best. 
0. J. I t  was understood that the Governor nronld paydon 

you, was i t  ? 
W. Well, that was the understanding. I thought I mould 

surrender and get out of it. 
C. J. You thought you would come and tell the truth? 

And do you say you have told the whole truth Z 
W. So far as I know. I don't know about this business. 
C .  J. You never had to  get on a jury to acquit a mall? 
W. No, sir. 
C. J. Nor swore a lie before a jury ? 
W. No, sir. 
C. J. What did they whip that man for? 
W. H e  was accused of stealing. 
C. J. Who told you ? 
W. Ur. Somers. . 
C. J. Was he the Chief? 
TV. No, sir. 
C. J. Did he get i t  from the Chief ? 
W. H e  didn't tell me. H e  didn't say he had any orders. 
C. J. He had no commission in your company? 
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W. Yes, sir, he was an officer. 
C. J. Well, you see that is what n-e vanted to knor .  Ten 

could not have done that, conld you 8 
W. No, sir ; I don't reckon I conld. 
C. J. What office did he hold ? 
W. H e  was Lieutenant-First Lieutenant. 
C. J. Well, r h o  was the head ? 
W. W. R. Tickel. 
@. J. What relation is he to yon Z 
W. H e  is my cousin. 
C. J. Well, who was the head man in that County? 
W. I think they said i t  %as Long. 
C. J. Long !-we hare heard of hitn. B e  was reading 

jaw '2 
'90. Yes, sir. That is the man that I heard of, that he was 

Chief of the County. 
C. J. Did this man Sumers tell you that Long had given 

srdera to have Jordan whipped 8 
W. No, sir. 
0.J. Who did he say had given orders ? 
W. H e  didn't say anybody had. 
. 3. Well, who was the Chief of that camp ? 
W. W. R. Tickel. 
C. J. Soruers told you Tickel said it. 
W. H e  didn't say Tickel said it. H e  told me to meet at a 

~ e r t a i nplace, and we would gn down and brnsh him. 
C. J. H e  met you that night by Yellow Ford Xeeting 

House, and whipped Daniel Jordan ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
C. J. Well, by vhose orders ? 
W. I didn't say by anybody's orders. 
C. J. Well, he was only First Lieutenant. Didn't you ask 

him if he gave the orders ? 
W. No. I just went with the crowd. 
C. J. And yon v e n t  mithout aaking if he got any orders? 
W. Well, that is just the may of it. 



C. J. You went just because this marl Somers said yon 
~ r m tgo ! 
T. Yes, sir. 
C. J. And you didn't ask him rrhether he got orders from 

the High or Head Chief? H e  knew nothing abont i t  ? 
V. I don't think he knew anything about it, became I was 

to go by and let the Chief know, and I didn't do it, cause I 
thought i t  was too far. That is where I know he hadn't seed 
the Chief and got orders to do i t  ? 

C. J. Still you went and did i t ?  
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EATLEY.Where is Daniel Jordan ? 
WITNESS. I think he is in Ohio. 

He went off after that, did he ?CHIEFJUSTICE. 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. H e  went off in the winter. The whip- 

ping occurred in wheat-sowing time. 
J ~ G ESETTLE.DOyou know who was the Chief officer in 

Alamance ? 
'FITNESS.Long. That was the understanding. 
J. S. Who was before Long ? 
W. I don't know. 
J. S. I n  that Connty ? 
V. I don't know. 
J. S. In any other County ? 
W, A fellom by the name of Najor Steiner in Greensboro'. 
J. S. Did you ever see Steiner ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did you pass signs with him ? 
W. No, sir. 
J. S. Who else did you know to be Chiefs ? 
W. didn't know any. 
J. S. That you were informed of by members of your or- 

ganization ? 
W. Steiner. 
J. S. Besides Steiner ? 
W. Nobody, sir. 



J. S. I n  any County ? 
W. No, sir. 
J. S. Did you meet and pass signs with any $ 

W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Who ? 
W. I can't tell you. Sometimes I met-I met with Fogle- 

man when I was at  the Shops-Job Fogleman. H e  mas here 
yesterday. 

J. S. What was you informed as to the extent of the or- 
ganization in  the State 2 

W. I never ascertained that. 
J. S. What were you informed ? 
TV. I was informed that Guilford had sixteen;hundred. 
J. S. Who told you ? 
W. Macon Apple, the Chief in Guilford of the White 

Erotherhood. 
J. S. What  camp did he belong to ? 
TV. I don't know. H e  is a member of the :Church there. 
J. S. What  Church ? 
W. The Methodist Church. 
J. S. Was he the only member in that County? 
W. I understood there was a Flack. 
J. S. What Flack ? 
TV. Andrew Flack. 
J. S. How far did you live from the corner of Quilford, 

Alarnance and Rockingham ? 
W. Fourteen miles. 
J. S. Hon- many do you knoa- in Caswell? 
W. None. 
J. S. In  Rockingham ? 
W. None. 
J. S. Did you know the Ticlrels in Rockingham 1 
W. No, sir. Yes, I did have an uncle that moved to 

Rockingham. H e  is the only Ticlrel in that County so far as. 
I know. 

J. S. How far do you live fkom Danbury ? 



W. I reckon twelve or fourteen miles. 
J. S. Have you ever been in Rockingham ? 
W. This spring I went to carry a man to  the foundry, 

and put him across the river. 
J. S. I ask you, on your oath, if you received a sign or 

passed one with anybody in that county ? 
W. No, sir. I was in too much hurry to get back. I talk-

ed to the men a t  the foundry that night, but not about this. 
matter. 

Mr. BATTLE.Nr.  Tickel, you say you were born in the 
County of Alamance ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. What is your age ? 
TQ. Thirty-three next June. 
Mr. B. You joined the White Brotherhood last harvest a 

year ago ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. This occurrence took place in wheat sowing time, 

about September or October ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
I .  B. Of what year ? 
. '69. 
Mr. E. Was i t  '68 or )69 that you joined ? 
[Witness hesitates.] 
Nr .  B. Was i t  two years ago, or one ? 
IV. I am not hardly able to tell yon. It nlought be two 

years ago, and mought not. 
Mr. B. How long after you joined before this occurrence 

took place ? 
W. Well, sir, i t  was in the fall. 
Mr. 13. I n  the fall of the same year ? 
IT. If  I an1 not mistaken I think i t  was. 
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Mr. 13. You have been asked a good many questions about 
the oath you took. Now, what way were you sworn? 

W. Well, sir, I can't repeat the oath. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Did you put your hand on the Bible, or 

hold up your hand 3 
WITNESS. I held up my hand. 
Mr. BATTLE.Had you ever voted in the County of Ala- 

mance ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Since '68 ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You had registered, hadn't you ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did they make you take an oath? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. To support the Constitution of the United States t 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. 33. And of North Carolina ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you consider this oath of the White Brother- 

.hood superior to the other ? 
W. No, sir. I didn't consider i t  superior. 
Mr. B. If you had been called upon to violate one or the 

.other, which would you have kept, the one you took upon the 
Evangelists, or the one you took with the uplifted hand ? 

[The witness hesitating, the cluestlon was explained.] 
W. The one that I took on the book, of course. 
Mr. B. Well, now, I want you to distinctly understand 

this question. 
W. Well, sir, as far as I am able, I will do it. 
Mr. 13. If you had taken an oath upon the Holy Evange- 

lists, similar to the one you have taken here, and one of your 
ofhers had told you you must violate that oath, mould your 
obligation bind you to do it ? 

[Witness hesitates.] 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Well, study about that. 



Mr. BATTLE-Will your Honor permit me to go on ? 
C. J. Yes. I admit that you are right. 
Mr. B, Well, yon say you mould not feel bound to violate 

an oath taken upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God? 
WITXESS. No, sir. 
Mr. 13. Did you ever hear of an a2Gi ? 
W. No, sir. I never heard of that. 
Mr. B. Did you ever take such an oath that if you were 

put on a jury, and swore that you mould decide according 
to law and evidence, you mould feel under obliqation to vio- 
late your oath in court ? 

W. No, sir. 
Mr. E. You say if the case masplainly proved to you, you 

would say i t  was otherwise. 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. E. Well, sir, if yon had been called upon to kill a man 

or assassinate him- 
W. I should never went. 

SETTLE. You haven't heard the question. J ~ Q E  
Mr. BATTLE.Would you have done it ? 
WITNESS. No, sir. I wouldn't love to take any man's life. 
Mr. 13. Would you have felt bound to do it 1 
W. Well, I wouldn't do it, now, if I did consider myself 

bound. 
Nr. BAILEY. YOUconsidered yourself bound to obey the 

orders of the oEcers ? 
WITNESS. Yea, sir, by raising my right hand. 

TESTIMONY O F  MILTON HOFFLNES. 

Mr. BAILEY.Are yon a citizen of Alamance 1 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B, You belong to these Ku Klux or White Brother- 

hood ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. When did you join i t ?  
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W. I can't tell when. Abont twelve months ago, 
Mr. B. What camp did you belong to ? 
W. I can't tell. 
Nr. B. Who was the Chief Z 
W. Mr. Tickel l 
Mr. B. Wm. R. Tickel? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Tell their Honors what was the nature of the oath 

you took. 
W. Well, sir, I can't. 
Mr. B. Repeat the substance of it. Did you swear to obey 

orders ? 
W. Well, I wasn't taken in by no Chiefs. 
Nr. B. Who by?  
W. Peter Hughes. 
Mr. B. You were not taken in regularly ? Did you know 

anything about the beating of Jordan ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. A colored man ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. I n  Alanzance S! 
TV. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Do you know who beat; him ? 
W. Yes, sir. Julius Soniers, William Lowe, William 

Tickel, William Granger, Henry Lowe, Peter J. Somers, 
Mr. B. Well, state what you know. Did you see it done? 
CEIIEFJUSTICE.YOUwere there, were yon ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
C.  J. Did you have on this dress ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BAILEY.Were yo11 all disguised ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You went in the night time 1 
TV. Yes, sir. The men had a lantern. 
Mr. B. Went at ten o'clock a t  night ? 
W. Yes, sir. 



Mr. B. Carried him out in his drawers 'l 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mi.. B. Broke in the  door ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. How did gou get him out ? 
W. W e  brought him out. I can't tell you exactly how. 
Mr. B. You brought him out by taking hold of him? 
W. I don't know. 

S E ~ L E .GO on vithout questions. JUDGE 
[Witness silent.] 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Well, why don't you state i t  ? 
WITNESS. Well, I am going to try to tell it. Well, sir, thej- 

fetched him out, I don't know exactly how. 
JUDGE SETTLE. GO ahead and tell i t  in your own way. 
WITNESS. Well, he got loose and run a piece. CPause.3 
J. S. Well, horn far ? Why don't you Cell i t  ? A mile ? 
W. No, sir. I don't think i t  T ~ Ba mile. 
J. S. Hali a mile ? A quarter ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
J. S. You ran after him, did yon ? 
I .  Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did yon hollov? 
W. No, sir. 
J. S. Then what did j ou  do ? 
W. Then they caught him and whipped him. 
J. S. How ? 
W. With switches. 
J. S. You surrounded him ? 
TV. Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did you strike him 1 
W. No, sir, I didn't. 
CHIEF JUGTICE.And there is no witness that did. Horn 

many did hit him ? 
[No answer.] 

How many were there ? Nine of them ?CHIEF JUSTICE. 
WITNESS. I don't know, sir. 
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JCDGESETTLE. What  did you whip him for t 
WITNESS. For stealing. 
J. S. What with ! 
W. With switches. 
J. S. Who told you to whip him ? 
W. Peter Somers. 
J. S. Who was he-the Chief 8 
W. No, sir. 
J. S. Lieutenant? 
'IT. No, sir, no officer. 
J. S. How came you to obey him ? 
W. H e  told me to. 
J. S. Did you obey any one ? 
[No answer.] 
J. S. How came you to obey Peter Somers, who wasn't 

the Chief? 
W. Well, sir, he told me and I went. We just was mill-

ing to go without an order from the Chief. 
J. S. He held no summons? H e  just volunteered to sum- 

mons, and you volunteered to go ! 
W. Tes, sir. 
Mr. BAILEY. How many blows did you strike him ? 
WITNESS. I don't know-may be forty. 
Mr. E. Pretty severe ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did he hollow ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
CHIEF JUSTICE.Your Chief went to Indiana, did he not 8 
[Answer not recorded.] 
Mr. BAILEY. D O  you know who the Chief of the Count,y 

was-from any members of the White Brotherhood ? 
[NO answer.] 
CEIEF JUSTICE.Jacob Long, me hear. Who was Chief of 

your camp ? 
WITNESS. William R. Tickel. 
C. J. What was the number of your camp ? 



W. 1can't tell you. 
C. J. The Shops was GFancet t ' s  10 ? 
W. I live m the upper part of the County. I never heard 

the number of the camp. 
JUDGESETTLE. Ny object in questioning was to cut off 

preliminaries. 
That mas my object. CH~EFJUSTICE. 

Mr. BATTLE. When did you join the White Brotherhnod Z 
WITNESS. Twelve months ago. 
Mr. B. The whipping was in the fa11 '2 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Do you know how many were in the camp ? 
W. No,sir. 
Mr. B. Do  you know whether this bog was whipped from 

orders ? 
W. I do not. 
Nr. B. How many of them were there ? 
TQ. I don't know, sir, whether they had orders or not. 
Mr. B. You don't know whether they had orders or not 1 
W. I can't say. 

HOWmany in all were present, counting CHIEFJUSTICE. 
yourself 2 

WITNESS. Well; sir, there was nine. 
C. J. Nine in the crowd ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Xr .  BATTLE. Well, something about that oath. HOWdid 

you take i t  
WITNESS. IQell, sir, nothing but holding up my right hand. 
Nr. B. Had you ever taken an oath to support the Consti- 

tution of the United States and of North Carolina ? 
W. Well, one to support the Constitution. 
Xr. B. How did yon swear your oath ? 
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W. W e  did it by holding up the right hand. W e  didn't 
take a Bible oath. 

Mr. 13. You swear, positively swear, under the solemn 
obligations of an oath, that you consider the oath to support 
the Constitution and laws of North Carolina superior to the 
other ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Well, if you were on a jury, and the case was 

groved plump up, wonld you ever feel at  liberty to perjure 
yonrself and find a verdict to the contrary ? 

W. Sir, repeat the words. 
[Question repeated.] 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Would you feel yourself bound to perjure yourself? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. Suppose your Chief had ordered you to find a 

verdict for the defendant-contrary to the evidence-had told 
yon you would suffer the penalty if you didn't-would yon 
obey ? 

W. No, sir. W e  weren't sn-om by the book. 
Mr. 13. Do you make rt distinction, s ir?  
W. Yes, sir. I don't feel i t  as binding. 
r .  B. Is  that the only distinction you make between the 

book and the uplifted hand ? 
W. Yes, sir. I think the other is an oath, but the other 

vith the book is binding. 
Mr. B. I s  that the way you regard it ? 
W. Yes,sir. 
Mr. B. These men were Ku Klux ? 
W. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY O F  DANIEL WHITESELL. 

Mr. BAILEY.DOyou live in Alamance 1 
WITNESS. yes, sir. 



Mr. 13. Do you Iino~v a man by the name of Daniel Jor- 
dan ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  B. A cslo~edlnan ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did y0.u belong to a secret political association 

l i n o ~ mas the White Brotherhood ? 
W. Yes, sir. Peter Bughes initiated me. 
Mr. B. Who v a s  the Chief of the K l a n ?  Was Long 

Chief ? TQho Viis Chief at the time Daniel Jordan was vhip- 
ped ? 

W. Willism Tickle. 
Hr .  B. Please tell us what kind of an oath you took ? 
W. I cant give the t~ords. I understaud there is a great 

deal more than 1.have taken. I just took the first part. 
Xr .  E Yon say you only took a portion of it. Did you 

go down &h the party that night ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  E. How did yon lisppen to go down ? 
W. Well, I got word by some of the brethren that I was 

to go down. 
Mr. E. What brother told yon ? 
W. Julius Somers. 
Mr. B. What oEce did he hold? 
W. I don't know 2s he held m y  office. H e  had been ap-

poinfed, but I don't know whether he was at  that time or not. 
Mr. B, Was this whipping done by an order from the 

Chief of the Klan 8 
W. I don't know, sir. 
Ur. B. Were yon called upo:~ ns a White Brother to takc 

pmt in i t  ? 
W. Yes, sir, of course. 
Mr. 13. Of course-it was carrying out part of y o u  plans ! 
W. Yes, air. 
Xr. B. Did yon go down ? 
W. Yes, sir. 

18 
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Mr. B. What time ? 
W. About nine or ten. 
Mr. B. Whxt ~"'--,-2.3. . 

W. What we ilia-?-well, me went down and took him 
out ;we burst open the door ; they say they took him out of 
hed. I was outside. They brought him out. He was in ha 
drawers and shirt. They put him a few question-whether he 
had been stealing. H e  said not. Then he broke and run. 
Some of them run after him and caught him and whipped 
urn. We were disguised with gowns on. 

Mr. B. Tidy were cn!culated to terrify this man?  
W. Yes, sir, of course. 
CHIEF JUSTICE. WLal did Son put on these disg:lises for? 
WITNESS. 0, SO he ci~onldn't see us. 
J ~ G ESETTLE. TO evade the law-to keep people from 

finding you out. 
WITNESS. Yes, of course. 
Xr. BAILEY. They beat him ? 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Xr .  IB. With hickories '! 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. Bow many Iiclts 2 
W. 1 conld not ~tate-thirty or forty-pretty tolerably 

severe. 
Xr. 13. Did you strike him ? 
W. I hit him t h e e  licks. 
Nr. 13. What the&? 
W. We then let him go to his house. 
Mr. B. What did you say to him? 
W. We told him to go to his house and not to be stealing 

any more. 
JUDGESETTLE.Don't lead him, Mr. Bailey. 

Mr. BATTLE.What camp do you belong to ? 



WITNESS.Talk loud-I don't hear. 
Mr. B. What did you call your camp P 
W. White Man's Brotherhood. 
Mr. B. I t  didn't have any nnrnber or name ? 
W. I never heard. There weren't more'n a dozen belong-

ing to it-may been more. 
Mr. B, Which order did you belong to ? 
W. It was told me the White Man's Brotherhood. 
Mr. B. You call i t  a Brotherhood ? Who was the Chief 

of the Comity ? 
W. I can not tell. William Tickle v a s  the Chief of the 

camp. 
Mr. 13. Was this negro ~ ; ' l l i ~ p Z5~order of the camp? 
W. It was the order of some of th61i-i. 
Mr. B. Can SOU sny i t  was dooe by oider ? 
W. No, sir. It mas just ~ertslia inc!i~idns!s. 
Mr. B. I-1adn9t yon, about that time, pretty well broken 

u p  ? 
W. No, sir-yes, I thi111c they had. 
Mr. B. How many nlectings did yorr ever a t t e d  after 

that ? 
W. Well, some fev. 1can't tell you. 
Nr .  J3. When was the !ntest meeting ? 
W. Vell,  six months sgo. 
Mr. B. Before or after Outlaw was hnng ? 
W. I don't recollect. 
Mr. B. Weli, you did h o w  vhen Ontlczw was hung?  
W. Nary Lime-nary "cme ! 
Mr. B. Have ~ o u  had a meeting since ? 
W. If he wants to know when Daniel Jordan was whip  

ped, I can tell him that. That was in wheat-sowing time. 
Mr. B. Have you ever had a meeting since then ? Hasn'fi 

the thing just died up 1 
W. Died up,-yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Can you tell what you swore to ? 
W. T don't believe I can hardly tell. I was hardly ini-

tiated far enough to tell you. 
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Jnstices D ~ c x  and SETTLE present. 

TESTLMONP O F  TVM. R. TICKEL. 

311.. B A I ~ Y .Tickel, I believe your name is '?l 
WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. State to their Honors whether you belong to an or- 

ganization known as the I<u Klus  Klan. 
W. Yes, s ir ;  I belonged to the White Brotherhood. 
Mr. 13. When did you join it, and where? 
TV. I joined i t  last July a year ago, in Alatnance County. 
Mr. B. You joined i t  in 1869 ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. I n  Alamance County ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Did you hold oftice in i t  ? 
W. Yes, sir ; I was elected Chief of the camp soon after 

joining. 
r .  B. To what camp did you belong 2 
W. I t  was never numbered. 
341r. I?. I t  what part of the County ? 
W. I n  the south-west part. 
Nr .  B. It was known as the White Brotherhood, yon say ? 
\Q. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. The camp had no number ? 
W. No, sir. 
Nr. 13. Will you give the names of as many as you can 

recollect of that organization, in your camp or m y  other-in 
Guilford, Orange, Chathain,-anywhere, of your own linoml- 
edge, or from information received from the Brotherhood ? 

W. Yon wan't the namm of all of t21e111? 
Mr. B. Yes, s i r ;  as many as you can recollect. 
W. V. R. Tickel, Chief; Daniel Patten, Jeremiah Whit- 



sell, William Tickel, -Whitsell Rankin Whitsell, William 
Smith, Peter I-Tnghes-(Peter Ilughes got i t  up)-Cnleb Tickel, 
Calvin Tickel. 

Mr. B. George Albright 1 
W. I don't know. I3e did not be!o~:g $here. 
Nr.  B. David Cummings ? 
W. I don't 1-sow. 
I .  E. Yon 1:now that all these parties nalnecl in the ii-a:- 

rant belonged to it ? (Nnmes -,sere here read to witness and 
he affirmed that the prisoner; TiTe:.a nli 1~rasei1i.j 

Mr. 13. Do yon know of the charge made here of their 
going in disguise in October, 1869,and assad i i i~gone Villianl 
Long, colored ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. 33. Well, tell all about it. 
W. I t  v a s  in  October or November of 1869,in the County 

of Alamance. Long mas accused of breaking into Mr. Patton's 
house. His (Patton's) wife mas sick, and he was away from 
home, and Long vas  accused of breaking into his hosse, and a 
parcel of them gathered up and vent  and mhipped him. 

Mr. B. Were they disgnised ? 
W. They mere all disgnised, except Patton. EIe was not 

disguised, nor where he was mhipped. E e  came to camp that 
night, and went on towards home. 

Mr. B. I-Ie mas in the agreement ? 
W. Yes, sir. When we met, he was in camp. 
Nr. E. When did you agree to whip him ? 
W. During that night. Patton was not along at  the time. 

The may i t  started-Patton carne to me and told me what he 
had done, and told me where he would be that night. I said 
we would whip him, and told him he might go and tell who- 
ever he wanted. I went andtold Smith. 
JUDGE SETTLE. What connection had Dan'l Patton v i th  it 1 
WITNESS.I don't know that he had any connection with i t  

at all, except that he just came there, and said he thought he was 
guilty of breaking into the  house. He knew of the plan. 
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J. S. E e  met yon the night Ion all came together to whip 
him ? 

W. Yes, sir, and then went off and didn't go to the 
whipping. 

Mr. BAILEY. Irou sny Four faccs were masked-with this 
kind of mask yon have seen here ? 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Xr. 13. Were theg crz!r:c!nted to terrify ? 
TiT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. C. You had white gowns on 1 
TV. Pea, sir. 
A h .  B. What was j-our object :n h v i n g  these things on 8 
V. Well, i t  was to ke:p ii.0111 bcing l:nosv11. 
Mr. C. W h y ?  
TV. W e  thonght it besr. 
Nr .  B. Were yon afra:d of the co;isecinences ? 
IT. Ires, sir. 
Xr.  C. What v e x  yrb,l2553rl  of-- t~fraidof  being arrested? 
W. Well, tve line\:. T;a ;;CV i;i~ll:itiiig~ I I Cl~iij.. 
JUDGE SETTLE.Sllpp06~S O ' i  I l d .  be3a al'Ested, ~ ' i h % t  SVerEI 

the duties of the rest ? 
Well, sir, they were not nncler any ob1ig:ltion.WITHES~. 

J. S. Any oath raceircil ? 
W. I never administered the oath to anybody-nothing 

but the first part. 
J'. S. What vas  tha t?  
W. That  was simply not to reveal what came to your 

knowledge, and that j-ou did not belong to any other party. 
It was in the interest of the Conservative party. 

J. S. If i t  was merely political, why did you use these 
disguises ? 

W. Well, so far as that part was concerned, the disguises 
were of no acconnt. All they were for was, when they went 
to whip anybody they niight be concealed. 

J. S. Had you any By-Lam 1 
W. Never got the By-Lam. I knew how to prepare dis-



guises from what Eughes said. H e  had two or three. They 
came from Guilford. 

J. S. I understood Hughes to say he mas not regularly 
initiated ? 

W. H e  organized the camp. 
Mr. BAILEY.Your camp was not xgnlarly organized-you 

were over and above the ten ? 
WITNESS. I don't knov anything about that. 
Mr. B. Yours was an ally of the others, I suppose ? 
W. Yes, sir. This man Hughes promised to bring the 

By-Lams, but he never got them. 
Nr.  E. Hughes is a one-armed man ? 
W. Yes, sir. I at  one time applied to l o n g  for them, and 

he referred me to John T. Trollinger. I called on him, ,znd 
he n-asn't at home. 

Mr. @. TtThatLong ~i -ns  that '2 
W. It was Jacob A. Long. I vasn't among the firsf that 

joined it. I never iniatcd but eight or nine men. 
Mr. B. What was the object of the (JisgrGm ?-to go out 

beforehand for the purpose of terrifying men, and prevent 
them from going to the polls '/ 

W. No, sir. 
SETTLE. The objecl of the disgnises is apparent. JUDGE 

J ~ G EDICI~.V h y  did you go to  Long ? 
WITXESS. H e  was the Chief of the Connty. 
J. D. Why to Trollirlger ? 
W. H e  told me to go. I Ie  said he was Chief of a camp 

at the Shops. 

Mr. R. BATTLE. Nr. Tickel, yon joined in  Jnly, 1869 ? 
' WITNESS.Yes, sir. 

Mr. B. And the mhipping took place in October ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. You live in Alanlance Connty ? 
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W. Yes, sir. Near the middle of the tvestera part. 
Xr .  C .  What Count3 is nearest you ! 
W. Quilford. 

- Nr, B. Hughes came from Guilford 
. Yes, sir. H e  1i1-ecl in our neighborlmod. 
Nr.  C. Any other eainp in the neighborliood ? 
W. I understood there vas  a camp over the milroad, north. 
Xr .  G. What mas the extent of the cnwp ? 
W. I t  TI-~s nwth of ii:c railroad. 
Mr. G. How many lailcs in length and v id th?  
W. Fi re  miles each way. 
Mr. C. Peter Hughes. ~~2-iilc b t i i l  iising in  Qnilford, in-

trodwed the or.g::anizalion among ~ I I? 
fTT. I was initiated by Somers. IIuglles was in nnthority, 

but Somers initiated 1::e. 
Mr. %. He m s  the Chief l 
W. There had been no Chief elected before the night I 

joined, and they electcd me. 
I .  . You Tye1.e initiated nuder the authority of Eughes, 

by Somers ? 
W. Yes, sir. Eut  he didn't administer an1  more than the 

first part of the oath. 
Mr. B. I wish SOU would repeat the TI-hole oath, as far as 

you recollect. Yon were the Chief and administered i t  to  
others ? 

W. Yes, but only the ftrst part. 
Mr. E. Well, tell the m hole of it as near as you can. 
W. The first part vas, the;y were bound to keep secret the 

things they learned that night, and that they didn't belong to 
any other political p a ~ t y ,  to the Union League, the I3eroes of 
America, the Grand Armies of the Republic, or any other 
association whose aim and design it is to destroy the rights of 
the South, or of the people, or of the States, or to elevate the 
negro to political equality with themselves ; and that you are 
opposed to all such principles : so help you God. 

Mr. B. That is the oath ? Say the other parts. 



W. I t  went on just the same, only i t  bound them to obey 
the Chief. 

Nr. B. That is, the oath said to obey the Ohief in all calls 
and snmmons ? 

W. That vas  about the amount of it. I haven't seen i t  in 
twelve months. 

Mr. B. Was it a written oath ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. What do yon understand by calls Z 
W. Well, if they mere minted for any purpose, they should 

attend. Summons meant about the same thinm. 
?

Mr. E. Who explained the oath when you joined 2 
W. Who explained it to me ? Hughes, vhen he gave me 

the signs. E e  said he had belonged to i t  from the first-that 
he was among the first that joined-he and a man named 
Steiner, were among the 5rst initiated. Steiner lives in Gnil- 
ford. 

Mr. B. Whatever yon all learned, yon learned from 
Hughes 1 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Eughes was a one-armed man-a witness here ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Mr. Tickel, horn long since you had a meeting in 

your camp ? 
TQ. Not since March or April last. All the disguises mere 

destroyed about the first of April. 
Mr. B. Was that general? 
W. I don't know. 
Mr. B. I t  was done by consent ? 
W. We met and said we would go nowhere any more. 

There has been no meeting since. 
Mr. B. Have you had any duty to perform since ? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. You have performed no function of Ku Klux since 

March or April ? 
W. No, sir. 



Mr. B. No duty whatever ? 
W. No, sir. Well, I heard they met at Greensboro' and 

dissolved the thing, bnt we had already dissolved i t  8 
Xr.  13. You got that from a member ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Do you recollect who told you? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. B. You know that he was a Ku Elux? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. When was that '2 
W. I n  April, shortly after we held our meeting. 
Nr. B. I t  was a general meeting ? 
W. Yes, sir. They sent word to our camps, but we had 

already dissolved. I don't suppose a disguise could have been 
found after the middle of April, in my camp. 

Nr. B. Yon went to Long to get the balance of the obli- 
gation ? 

W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. He didn't say whether they were printed? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. E. You went to Trollinger and could not find him ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. Was Long Chief of the County ? 
W. I was told so. 
Mr. B. When you spoke to him as Chief, did he recognize 

i t  8 
W. Yes, sir; he told me he didn't have the by-laws, but I 

could get them from Trollinger, who was Chief of the Shops. 
Mr. B. How many in your camp ? 
W. There were twenty-five in the camp, I think, about. 
Mr. B. Any other members of the organization within that 

five miles 1 
W. No more than four or five. 
Mr. B. Are you satisfied you are one of the ten camps, or 

don't you know ? 
W. We never were taken in right. They never gave us 



any number or anjthing else. We were taken in by Hughes, 
and got f rou  him all we ever did know. 

JUDGE SETTLE.YOUlive in the north-west corner of the 
County t 

WITNESS.Yes, sir. 
J. S. Did you ever go into any other counties as a Err 

Klux ? 
TV. No, sir. 
J. S. Any of your number ? 
W. I don't knox-, sir. 
N r ,  BATTLE. DO you know that you were not of the ten, 

or vere  yon never informed 1. 
WITKESS. I was never informed. 
Us. B. Did Mr. Long aclrnon-ledge you as one ? 
W. I gave liirn the sign. H e  said, "Pou  belong to the 

first degree. There is three other degrees, of which you don't 
know anything. You will probably be initiated at sonle future 
time." 

Jfr. B. You never got the By-Lam? 
W. No, sir. 
Mr. 13. Sou  said that Mr. Long was whipped by your 

camp 1: 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr. B. Who gave the order ? 
TV. The camp. 
Mr. 13. Yon agreed to it l. 
W. Yes, sir. 
Nr.  B. You say the charge was, he broke into Daniel Pa t -  

ton's house ? 
W. Yes, sir. 
Mr. B. Was there EL meeting summoned, or did you call it ? 
W. No one knew anything of it till that day. 
Xr .  B. You sent for Patton to come ? 
W. There was no meeting appointed. W e  met expressly 

to go and whip the nigger, and sent for him to come and say 
whether he was satisfied he v ~ l s  guilty. He came and said he 
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was satisfied. H e  didn't have on the disguise and didn't go 
with us. 

Mr. E. But  when the Chief asked him he said he xas  &st-
isfied that the nigger was in the house :! 
I?. Yes, sir. 
I&-. E. Did he advise the ~t-hipping ^/ 
W. l i e  just left i t  to 11s. 
JIr. 13. To do with him as they saw fit ', 
TT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. G. Did you understand that, being interested, he all-

proved of the whipping, bzit left i t  to the rest ? 
W. I don't recollect. 
Xr. B. You don't recollect what he said ? 
TV. H e  said he was satisfied that he did it, but didn't go 

with us. I t  mas already decided that if he v a s  guilty v e  
would hip him. 

Mr. B. H e  vasn't there nhen i t  was decided ? 
W. No, sir. I told them we .i~ould whip him, if he n-as 

guilty. Then we sentfor Patton, andhe was satisfied, and me 
went on and executed the order. Patton didn't go to the 
house, nor where he was whipped. 
Ns.B. How much did you vhip  him ? 
W. W e  didn't give him Inore than twenty-five or thirty 

licks. 
Mr. B. Did he confess his guilt ? 
W. Yes, sir ; but said his brother had hired him to do it. 
[Question objected to. Objection sustained.] 

SETTLE.I will remark to counsel on both sides that JUDGE 
I don't see the use of repeating questions as often as you have 
been doing throughout the examination. 

Mr. BATTLE.I have no further questions. 
JVDGEDICK. What was your reason for breaking up the 

Order ? 
W r r ~ ~ s s .Well, sir, we thought me had gone too far. 
J. D. And you burned your disguises and disbanded the 

Order ? 



W Yes, sir. 
JIr. BATTLE.YOUhad nothing to do with these rnurdera Z 
W I T N E ~ ~ .NO, sir. 
Xr. E. And there vas  nothing in your oath xhich could 

be so construed as to sranant a member in committing such 
crime. 

TQ. No, sir. 
Nr.  BAILEY.I understood yon to say you didn't recollect 

your obligation ? 
WITNESS. NO, sir. But there vas  nothing in it to bind us to 

coumit murder, or anything of that sort. 
Nr .  E. you sent for this man Patton with the understand- 

ing that he [Long,] would be vhipped if guilty. H e  satisfied 
you that he was guilty, and you decided to whip him, and 
went and did i t  P 

TV. Yes, sir. 
This closed the examination. 

Jnstices Dick and Settle bound over each of the prisonersin 
the sum of $1000 for their appearance at tlie nest term of 
the Superior Court of Alamance. 

Several other cases were subsequently called and, by consent 
of counsel, the parties were recognized in the sum of $2000 
each for their appearance at the next term of Alamance Supe- 
rior Court, and then the Court adjourned to meet a t  some fu- 
ture day at Greensboro'. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
RALEIGEI,XOV.10, 1820. 

Be  i t  known, that the proclamation issued fiom this De-
partment, dated Uarch 'ith, 1870, declaring the County of 
Alamance in a state of insurrection, +and the proc;alnation 
issued from this Department, dazed Jnly Sth, 1870, declaring 
the County of Caswell i n  a h.',,~laot haiirrectiw, ale Licreby 
revoked, and i t  is hereby declrred : h e  wid proc!azmtions 
shall not ha-oe further forca or e fL$ .  

I take this occasion, as Chief kIagistrate of North Carolina, 
to express rn~igratificaticn :it the pexe mil good order now 
prevailing in the Counties of 811-,rnanr:e a11d CasxdI, and gen-
erally throughout the State. 1 tmst tiiat p x c  mil geed ordW 
may continue ; that p a r l i r a  x n e o r  : i d  1Giterncs; x c y  :bate ; 
that our people of dl classcs e ~ i dc;~iid:tiorl~may cnl~ivrtehas-
mony and goodwill ziwfig the:i:,dl~d~;L L ' ? ~  that th2 .-hole 
peoplo of the State, miihout respe~l  to pmty, 1:?q iinr:Lr3a-
ternally and cordially to lmild u:, h'o~t!lCZrolica, and to cle-
vnte her to the p r o ~ d  eminenco T T ~ I I C I ~S!IC OECO occnpied as 8 
member of the Americnr: Union. 

{qDone at  our City of Rnieigh, this 10th day uf  Xo-
vember, one thousaxid eight hundred a ~ ~ dhevonty,- and in the year of the Inclepenidenee of the United 

States, the ninety-fifth. 
YV. W. IIOLDEN, Gouernor. 

By the Governor : 
J. B. NEATHERY,Private Secretiwy. 


