


hlsc'll -._- .. 
-

UNl'l'ED STATES OF AI11ERICA.I ' 
I -











BY HTR SON 

N E W  YORK 

CHARLES SCI I I I INCK'S  SONS 

M D C C C S C I X  









Introduction 

WE following retrospect of 

a life wcll spcnt  i n  t l ~ e  

pursuit of the ~ n o s tcx -

acting of professions M : ~ S  written 

down for r l ru  immediate de1ect;~tiom 

2nd edification of the children a n d  

gr:u~dchildrer, of the gifted M . O I I ~ : L ~ ~  

who penned it. 

I think, however, that when such  

an  exanrple Inay teach so nlucli ; 

wlierc' the life of an  actress has been 

so fiili (di11c;Jcntand accident, ;r!iii 

I'll 



dl resl~lting------ti~roughforce ofchnq--

actcr and ahsolute ii~el-insic~vorti-i 

- i n  uirjniate personal and pro-

fessional regxrri and reverence, I 
think that rht.  ~ . ccordof such a life, 

reaching over seventy years .of the  

dramatic history of ou r  country, 

cannot  he without interest to  all 

who hxve a t  11exr.t the decTcop rnent h i 

of ar t  a t  its best. 

I t  worild i l l  hecome me, here, to 

more than to~!ch upon the  domes- 

tic side of her ch;~racter, but  % may 

be to say that  when to  

artistic perfection she added disci-

pline tempered with gentleness m d  
io\ring-kindness as a mother,  and 

when  to  her other attributes and 

excellences was joined the  organiz- 
,..

V l l l  
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Introduction 

ing  ahilitj. anti  perfect coritrol of a 

t!leatricnl stock con~panyfill- 1ii;111>. 

years, surely it is 170 ass11niption 

to  sav of her  to-dxy, :LS was said o f  

_Maria 'Theresri, "sexua feminn il;-

. .gel110 vu-.,, Such a character and  

personalit~r mus t  he sd ien t  in any 

time o r  age, and  cannot b ~ ~ t  serve 

as an exemp!ar. And perhaps the  

fact of four  generations of this 

same family having engaged in the 

professicn of acti:~~-with credit to 

their calling, :ind honor to thenl-

selves-may still further ernp11;lsize 

the real worth of that ca!ling, hot11 

to the inciividunls engzged therein 

at?d the world at large. 

And now, without f~irthei- proem, 

beg the public's ncccptnnce of 
i l 



t1-1c.s~ I i resrn t I-ecollectiox~s of n 

i nw o m ; i n  p ~ - t . - e t i ~ i ~ tthe pro-

fession shc so long d o r r ~ e i l .  

J O H N  ~ ~ 1 1 ~ ~ ' .  
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I ,AS horn in Larnheth Par-

ish, London, England, on 

J a n u : ~ r ~IC, r 8 1c ; m y  father, 

Thomas Frederick Lane, was an ac-
. . I , -

tor of cvtlsidcrablt: p r o v m c m  ramp, 

a n d  my mother, n i t  E1ii.a Trenter, 

a very pretty woman and a sweet 

singer of ballads. T h a t  was an 

eve~:tfill year for theatrical people. 

T h e  old King, George the Third,  

died, and a11 theatres were closed for 

one month ; al:d there was consider- 



able :;uff;ring among our  kind, as I 
hnve been toli3 since. At twelve 

months  old m y  mother  took me o n  

the stage ns a crying baby ; but  cry 

I wou ld  lot, but  a t  sight of the nud- 

ience and  the lights gave free vent  

to my  deiighc rind crowed aloi.~d 

with joy. From that  moment  to  

this, the  same sight has filled me  

with the most  xcute pleasure, and  

I expect will do so to the lrist 

glimpse 1get of them, and when n~ 

longer to  be seen, " Come, Death,  

and  welcome ! "  1 acted (?)nil the  

'"children's" parts in the plays then 

usual-Dnnzon's child-and had  t o  

be kep t  quiet with cherries hefore 

my  last entrance, and  then M r .  

ncrendv's eyes frightened me into 
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Mrs. John Drew 

an awcd si!ence. T h e n  I remem-

ber ( I  was about  five) ~ i a y i n g  the  

rig11tfu l hr i r  in a melodrama called 

" M e g  ICf ui-nock ; or, the 

of the Glen," where the bad man 

came on  when 1 was sleeping co 

murder  me ! O f  course 1 awak-

ened, ; ~ n d  we both traversed the 

stage from different sides, taking 

the greatest care not  to meet, w!lell 

I s tumbled ovei- a property pitcher, 

an?, exclaimed, " O h ,  it's onlv the 

jug ! " which was always the signal 

for great applause, and complete!y 

baifled the  bad man. After that, 

i n  Liverpoo!, I remember playing 

the brother  o f "  FI-ankenstein," who 

is killed bv  the  Monster  of Frank-

enstein's creation, actrd b y  the ccl-

f) 



ebixtcd T. P. Coolce, and ta this 

ho~ i r can  re lncmi~er  die  hori-or~vhich 

poxsc\.;cd me a t  his iook and ;itti- 

tilde, 11137 o w l  form dangling life-

less i n  his arms. H c  nx.; n vei-\-

amial~ie  nlnn, and nlw:~!-s had soine 

nice thing to give me after he 

pl;ly. Of course, 1 cannot give any  

consecutive account of the towns 

we pI;iyed i n .  I n  one of thern the 

beautiA11 Miss  Maria Foote  acted, 

and I suppose 1 must  have done 

something to please her, as she 

sent fur me  her  iast night and gave 

ine a lovely wax doll dressed as 

Mnrirz Dnriir~~tou,one  of her fa-

vorite parts ; and I thought  her 

mother  much than she was! 

T h e n  again, i n  Livel-pool--by this 

I 0  







Mrs. John  Drew 

tinle I was seven, o r  very ne:rr it-

we (nlotilcr and myself, my h t h e r  

c t ~ s  dead two years ago) were a t  

Cooke's ;~mphithentl.e when the \  

played iiranlcis where horses were 

the  principal actors ; one of these 

was called "Timoul-, the 'l'artar." 

I was Prime .?<yzii, confi ned in prison 

by  Twzorir, because I was the true 

heir t o  the throne. h l y  mother 

comes to [he court to beseech for 

my liberty and  gets in tu  x o r e  t rou-  

ble, and is cast info " the lowest 

dungeon by the  moat," I having 
obtained m y  liberty in the mean-

while. T h e  last scene shows a 

practical cataract in the centre of 

the stage, with n prison t o  the 

r igh t ;  a t  n given call I rush on ,  

= 3 



on  horsebxl i ,  a n d  ezi-lxim, " M y  
inothet-, I wili free yo11 still ! "  and  

I-us11 down to the prison, almost 

under  the water, take i n v  mother  

(pri-son;itril h y  a young- circus riti-

e r )  on 111~horse, clnspiog m e  rouniI 

the waist, a n d  dnsh up the catarnct. 

T h i s  had been done  with enthusi-

nstic :~ppl;t~lsefor mnny nights ; b u t  

this evening :he horse s t u n ~ b l e d  

when on the third table, and rolled 

d o w : ~to  :he other  two To tiit. st;~gc. 

My mother,  being a very fine I-id-

er, saved m e  fl-om serious injury, 

and  the curtain fell. T h e r e  was a 

~rniversnlwish on the par t  of  the 

audience to  know if " the dear lit-

tle girl was much hur t  ;" b u t  she 

was insensible to  the kind wishes 

11 








13t' her autllence, I believc I niay 

truly w y  for the  tirst and  only time 

in her life. 

Just  after this my  mother  made 

engagements for us to  go to Amer-  

ica, that  El Dorado  to a n  imagina-

tive c l a s ,  which assuredly theatri- 

cal people are. M r .  John  Hal lam,  

the accredited agent f ~ r  Price & 

Silnpson, of the old Park Theatre ,  

N e w  Yol-k, engaged, as was then 

the  fhshion, an entire coxpnny,  a!ld 

went with us  1;inlself in the packet- 
. P

ship Rr i tann~a .  The following per- 

sons were included il: the company, 

enry Smith, John  Sef- 

ton, M r .  Robert  Grierson, k l r .  and  

M r s .  Mitchell, i'v'liss Stnnn;ird md  
her sister M r s .  Hall:im, latelv nl;ir-

I -



iographical Sketch 

ried, hlaster Henr i  Wells ,iliJ h l i ~ i  

Tells, dmcers. 'vVe had an ex-

ceptian,lIlv fine p'lssage of four 

weeks ( n o  s teml  in those days), 

and landed in Xew York on  June 

7, 1817. We remained in  New 

York  a few days,  long enough to 

completely change my  mother's ~ p -
pearance ; the mosquitoes found 

her a very healthv English woman, 

and feasted at their will. W e  were 

theil sent to Phiiadelpli~a, to the 

old Walnut Street Theatre. I re-

member seeing the " first appear- 

ance" of inost of  the parties ; of 

course my mother's made the fin-

est impression on me. It was as 

Margnrettn in " N o  Song, no Sup-

per." T h e  symphony of  her en-
I 8 







Mrs. J o h n  Drew 

trance song  is a long one, and rhc. 

orchestra had to play it tu.ic-c, her 

reception was so hearty ; i l l ( i  her 

nervousness so great. i apprlarcci 

in September, 1 think,  as Y h  Dllkt 

of 2 k1.k to the eliier Booth's Kich-

i ~ ~ i il i l .  T h e n  we were sent to  

Baltimore, t o  MI-. J o e  Cowell's 

Theatre ,  where I had the h o i ~ c ~ r  of 

appearing as ' z ' ihr t  to _MI-.Etiwin 

Forrest's ?J1;3l/invi Teil, and receit,ed 

a ~ilctlal froin that gentletnan for 

the  perfor~nance.  A t  that time he 

was, I suppose, about  twenty-two 

o r  twenty-three, and the  h ;~ndsom-  

est man I ever saw. Alxs ! how 

he changed ! M r .  Forrest was 

never a good-tempered man, ;lnd 

was a p t  to be morose and  churlish 



at rehearsals. u t  he  had m;lti\-

nuble qualities ; h e  was tile " f'11r-

est " actor that ever p i a \ ~ d .  I f  

the character you su s t ,~ i i~edhad 

;In) thing good in it, he would give 

you the finest chance of  showing it 

to the audience. H e  would get  a 

little below you, so that  your  facial 

expression could be f~ i l l p  seen ; he 

would partially turn his back, in 

order that the attention shoulci be 

given er t i re iy to  you. T h i s  will 

be better understood by actors, n7ho 

know how differently some players 

act. e was no t  without appreci- 

ation of a little " j o k e  " either. O n  

one occ;~siol;, at  the  old Park  T h e -  

atre, we were playing, as an after-

piece, '( Therese, the  Orphan  of 

23 
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( k n e m . "  H e ,  ns (,ii~;:$ii/,rushes 

with n cii-awn d ; q y t - i n t o  the pavil- 

ion where h e  hc.lic\.eq thxt 13erL.se 

. the  piaceis s i ~ In~i i~eci iatr lv  

is stl-lick hv  lightning ; he thrn  

stxggers ou t  of the pavilion, ex-

claililing, " "Tis done ; T'hi*e.rt is 

now 110 more." 7'hen -?/ i t~t . r te~l-  

ters rind rushes into the p;1i7': I ' 1017 to 

rescile her henefuctl-css. ( I n  chis 

occasion I, as T'hn.e.it, ~ x s h e dfrom 

the lioasc before Gzrxoiii had time 

to conie out,  nnd we met, face to 

face, in the apartment of the  mur-

dered countess, who had hardly 

finished screaming for her Iik. I 
was liorror-stricken a t  m v  error. 

('0 1 2  ! horrors, hlr. l'orrest, what 

shall I d o  ? " H e  smiled the  beau-
-. 



t ~ f i ~ lsmile whicli illu~nin,ltccl 1315 

fcux, and scud : " Nevcr  mind.  1'11 
go ou t  b~ the back door  1 " 

I n ~ r ~ s tmention now that  my  

mother had been insl ried some 

months  befure to M r .  J o h n  Kin-

lock, n ?:age manager, and a very 

cnpablc actor and  managel-. 

Weii ,  from this time m y  parents' 

ambition was fixed for me M i s  
CIJI-.II ~ i \ h e rwas then at the zenith 

of her attr:,ction, aild h t h e r  deter- 

m ~ n e d  tlint I should be a second 

" Clara." 1 appeared at t he  Bow-

ery Theatre ,  a t  that time a rival to 

the  old P u k ,  and  was managed by 

the celebrated M r .  Gilfert. George 

Bm-rett and his beautiful wife, Chas. 

Young and his really lovely wife, 

2 6  







Mrs. J o h n  Drew 

CCLrs. (;ilkrt and  Mrs .  1101!71,111 

wcre in the coolpimy. Shall I ever 

forget my stage-ti-ight whli\t w i t -

i n s  to hear m y  cue ns Lltih I'rckic 

in " 'The Spoiled Cli~ld." IZut when 

the time of cjntr:lnce canlt: every 

feeling but  exhilaration van~shed  

-only the certainty of  success re-

niained. From this time to the 

latter part of 1830 I p l n ~ e d  as a 

star with varying succe\s ( f i t ~ n -

cially), among other parts, Dr. I'iiil-

y i o ~ s ,  in " T h e  He i r  at LAW;" 
Goillfilii/z, i n  " T h e  Road to Ruin ;" 
" W i t l n ~ n g  a H u s b a n d "  (seven 

charncters) ; " 72 l'iccadiily " (five 

c h x x t e r s ) ;  "Actress of All \Val-k " 

(six characters) ; " F o u r  blow-
h r a \ ~ \;1 > Thonzns, in " T h e  Secret ;" 

Ti) 




iographical Sketc 

Gregory, in " '19urn Out," and  the 

fourth and fifth xcts o f  " Richard 

4 I I." I w o ~ ~ l i ihere mention t h ~ t  

i l l  acting Dr. /'(i;;qloss at the Chest- 

nu t  Strect Tlicntre, Philadelphia, 

the elder Joseph Jefkrson,  gimd-

father of the present 21-eat actor of 

that name, played ZzkieiHamzspun. 
'l'hink of that great old actor play- 

i l l g  with a chi!il o f  nine vears old ! 

A t  one tinle we jhtlltiler, mother  a n d  

I )  were rissocinted wid1 M;ldnrne 

Celeste, her sister Constance and 

husband, H r n r v  Elliott  ; a n d  we 

acted and danced through the  State 

of New York .  All the  towns, now 

splendid cities with magnificent 

opera-hoiises, were then g~iilt less of 

any  decent. halls, and  the orches- 







tras ive1.t. tilt! grc;lt  clificiiitic.~. I n  

Kulf~i.lo,n prett! \,iil;lire,thc on/!,-
i i ; I music as one \.iolin 

pla!.ed h v  :it1 old d a r k \ ,  nnci all hc  

knew i v x  " FI;ii!, C o l ~ ~ n i l ) i ; ~" xad 

" lFanlcce I>ooillc- ;" so,  ;IS ('i.!c,str 

danced twice, the (31-chesti-;i ( ! )  c o n -

menceii the first tinir witli " Hail,  

Colu~nhia"; i n d  finished with "Tali-

kee Z>onti!e," a n J  for the srcoiii! 

dance revtrseii the order of PI-ece-

dence. Poor Celeste, ~ v h os;~ukt.  

VCI.!. littlc 1~:nglish then, her pn-

tience exhnustccl, exclaimed '"1-

' Yankee Llooiile ' ;znil ' Mail, Co-

lumbia.' " 'I'he 1;itter part of 1830, 

father, bitten with the idc;l of ~nat i -

agenlent, art-;lnged ;i partnership 

wi th  a hTr. Jones,  in New Yoi-k, 
., 
> )  



to take n co~npan!~ou t  to Jan~nica,  

u en N o ~ . i . ~ n l ~ c r  stmted. 

'l'he c o l n p n y  consisted of Mr .  W. 
C .  Furbes, hlr. I<else\,,MI-.Crouta, 

k l r .  and hlll-s. Hc~lcien,h'iiss Smith, 

Mr. and Mrs .  joncs,  n:ld ourselves. 
ou t  about ten davs we struck 

n hidden rock-a case of ignor;int 

carelessness, I should think,  as it 

was ;b most beautiful moonlight 

night. T h e  ship remained stand-

ing, so eiiei-)- cJi!r g o t  dressed, ready 

for leaving, as we could, even a t  

night, see the beach before us .  T h e  

captain found that  it was Snn Do-
mi17go. 111the morning we nil go t  

safely to  sllore, all ou r  baggage with 

us ; then the crew started tic erect 

tents, one  for the ladies with the 







getitlemer appertaining to them, 

one for the other gentlemen, and 

one for the crew. O u r  deck-load 

had been shingles and staves, ctl-nich 

proved very  useful, as did all the 

stores from the ship ; and we set-

tled ourselves to stav for some 

time, as they ascertained that we 

were for-i-v i n i l e ~  from any settle-

ment, and the captain and onc 

other would have to g o  to the cit) 

of Sail Domiiigo aild ~btai t :  a brig 

to get  us OK T o  haul b.i~land 

was impossibie. W e  were there 

six weeks, arid I celehrnted my 

eleventh birthday there. I n  due  

season we got  to the City of Sat; 

Domingo, and there obtai l~ed some 

sort of vehicle wliich took us to 

i7 



Kingston, Jamaica. 'The company 

was quite successful there, hilt yel-

low fever killed 1 1 1 ~  h t h r r ,  11:s 

youngest child, ,I baby of  ten 

months, and nearly t ook  m y  moth- 

er. Indeed, she had such a siege 

of illneis as for a time to coulpleteiy 

prostrate me. By the doctor's ad-

vice she went to  the north part  of 

the isi;ind, to Falmouth. I sup-

pose we acteid there, but  have n o  

rerne~nbrance of it. i oniy re-

nlemher the anlount of kindness 

we met  with thele, re'~1ly unpar,ll- 

sleled. K u m o ~  of insurrection be- 

came alarming, and my mother  and 

m \  self, driven bv the leader of  the 

orchestra, 1Vr. yers, came across 

the country to  Ihgs ton -more  

38 







Mrs. John Drew 

kindness there-till finally we eJ1l- 

barked for Kew York ; then to 

Philacielphia tluring the first chol- 

ern senso:i. T h a t  was a fearful 

time ; biit youth mus t  have its 

amusen~en t .I n  the board inghouse  

1 met  Alexina Fisher, a very pretty 

little girl one T1enr m y  junior, and 

we used ro act togerhrl- it1 the 

elnpty attic rooni-stab each other 

with great fury and  fall upon the 

rrround, until e ~ ~ o s t u l a t i ~ ~ ~frrzm 
U 

the hoarders in the  third story 

caused our  reconciliation with tears 

and embraces. I n  after years Kl-

exina and  I were very dear friends. 

She married John  Lewis Raker, a 

very good actor. She was a charm- 

ing actress, and  they made a mod-
A1 
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rrate  foreui~ein Califol-nia, wiich 

was iniured h y  the deterioration i ; ~  

propert\' A t  this time, r S>;" the 

Arch Street T'hc;~tl-e wxs flourish- 

ing prettt~'well wit11 a n  entire colri- 

pany of American nctol-s, which w:ls 

a kind of curios it^., being the first 

o f  its kind. T h e  mnnngers were 

Messrs. SYillinnl Forrest and Duiii.. 
7 7I lie company consisted of Joiin K.  
Scott, M r .  Jones, E. N. Tilayer,  

[,tiles E. Murdock ,  Mrs .  Stone, 

Miss  hlizn Riddie nnd Mrs .  E. N. 
Thxyer .  T h e  latter, though of 

English birth, began her long and 

honorxble career on t h e  stage of 

this country. M r .  Forrest  was 

hacked bi- his brother l.:dwin, who 

p i - d i c e d  all his original plays a t  

4 2 







Mrs. J o h n  Drew 

the Arch Street Theatre--" 'The 

Gladiator," ('Metamora," " Broker 

of Bogota," and  later " Jack Cade." 

T h i s  season, I 83 2 ,  " T h e  ILlvel 

Family" came to cheer the op-

preqsed public. ViThat a capital 

performance it was, and  how long 

thev cheered the people ! I don' t  

think one of the " l ? a ~ n i l ~  " is left ! 

W e  were divided off soon, mother  

in Baltimore and  I in Washington .  

{During a former enpge rnen t  in 

the last-named city I was on a visit 

rs. Eaton's little girl, and  

rs. Ea ton  took me  to the Presi-

dent's Levee -General Jackson 

then filling the  chair of state. She 

introduced m e  to him. H e  was 

very kind and  sweet to  me, kissed 

4 F 
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me, and  said I was " "; very pretty 

i - I .  h'eeii 1 sxv that I was 

;L Jackson 1)emocr;lt from that 

hour ,  and have remained one up 
to date ?! 

Mr. Kentble and his daughter 

Fanny acted in VfTashington in 

I 8\33, Of course, it may be slid 
tha t  :was too young to judge, but 

I sh;~.!l never forget either of them. 

MI-. K e n ~ b l e  wns the only A'ir 
Thuii?cz.r (.'/ifo~rZ 1 have  ever seel;, 

a n d  he  gave to the c11;iracter a dig-
nity and  pathos without p:irallel. 

A s  7 ~ 0 i nFannv was really great, 

as she was in Hiiznccz, 

A t  the close of the season wc 

drifted to  Richmond,  Va., under  

the management of M r .  Phillips, 

4 6 







ss. John Drew 

k n o w n  to  the profession as " N o -

sey " Phillips. He did finely with 

such stars as Booth, Hnmblin,  

Cooper  and  bliss iTincenc. 

1 never heard anv one  r e d  just  

like the elder Booth. I t  wns benu- 

t i f~l l; he made the figure stand 

before you  ! I t  was infinitely ten- 

der.  Some of the passages of 

" Lenr " were touching i n  the ex-

treme, though lie used Cibber's 

fi.-ightfu!!y bat1 cc-lition of  that sub-

lime tragedy. H e  had some very 

odd  ways a t  times. W e  were play- 

arnlet " one night in  Nat -

chez, alld during Ophliii's mad 

scene a cock began to  crow lustily. 

W h e n  the  curtain fell upon that  

fourth act this crowing became more 

19 




constant ; and  whell the nlanqel-

could not tiud Mr. 
mence the ncxt act he looked u p  

a n d  S;LW him perched on the top 

of the l;dc.iel-, w!~icli was the on/!, 

wa;j to l-e:lch the " flies " i l l  that  

prinlitive ~~~~~~~~e. 'The nmiiager 

ascended the M d e r  and had quite 

a lengthy discussion with Mr .  

Eoi:t!l, who a t  last consented to  

come down on coliilition that he 
1 1  7 ' 1 's ! i o u ~ a  resume his n~ghposition 

after the play, and  remain there 

~ ~ n t i lJackson was re-elected Presi- 

den t .  

M r .  Harnbl in was a splendid-

looking man and a very good ac-

tor. I don't think he  could ever 

have been called "great." H e  

i0 







had n long career as manager of 

owcrv Theatre ,  and bl o ~ i g h  t 

ou t  several f e rn~ le  stars. M ~ s s  

Naomi  \'incent was a w r y  sweet 

actress, who died in her youth ; 

hliss  Josephine Clifton, " divine11 

fair a n d  more than divinely tall,'' 

she being five feet eleven inches 

hlgh. She was a very heautifill 

wom;ln, but  never arrived at an) 

distinction as an actress. She d ~ e d  

y o u t i g .  M i - .  Hxiiiblin fi~lxtlp mar-

ried Mrs .  Shaw, a once beautiful 

woman,  hearing a s t rong resem-

blance to  Nlrs. Siddons's portraits. 

She was an excellent tragedienne, 

and  d ~ e d  in middle age, closing life 

as M r s .  Judge Phillips. 

h l r .  Cooper  was a very l ~ a i ~ d -

some Inan (the remains of one 
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when 1 s:rw him), emi11elltly.y gen- 

tlenxlnlike in appeal-axe. I n the  

c o 1 n p u 1 ~o f t h e  old Chestllut Street 

%'heatre a t  this epoch wns a young 

actor, Mr. George h - r e t t ,  called 

trenerall!; " Crentiet~~nn George. 
>, 

b 

e was a j~tveni le  actor of great 

local repute in Philacielphia, and 

nloved among  all the young swelis 

of that dx).. H e  was to  play 

Lr!c,rtes in " Pla~r l le t" with Cooper, 

who arrived f rom 13;ll ti iuoie tou 

late for rehearsal ; so George went  

to  his drrssing-room in  order to 

ascertain the an-nngelnent of the 

fencing match in the last scene. 

M r .  Cooper  was morose, and said, 

" Go t o  the prompter,  sir, and find 

o u t  ! " \Then the  fencing began 
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Rarrett would not let Cooper dis- 

arm him, and the audience could 

see this h c t  and became excited. 

Finally Barrett, with sword down, 

stood quietly to be run through by 

Cooper. When  the curtain fell 

Cooper started up in a towering 

passion, and exclaimed to 

" W h a t  did yo11 mean by your 

conduct, sir ? " Drawing himself 

up to his full height, six feet two 

inches, Barrett replied, " Go to the 

prompter, sir, and find out ! " 
When they went away there was 

nobodv engaged to follow them. 

T h e  n-i:~nager sped away to New 

Uork  to secure talent and never 

returned, leaving us to act if anv-

body would come to see u s ;  but 
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they didil't. Consequently, we were 

all anxious to be gone ; and some- 

how the voyage was arranged for, 

and we embarked on a schooner. 

T h e  company consisted of E d m o n  

S.Comer ,  T h o ~ n a s  

Isherwood, mother, mvself and a 

little half-sister named Hdine. W e  

were wrecked on a sand-bar in Egg 
Harbor, West  Indies, in the mid-

dle of a very stormy night. Up 
and dressed in a few minutes, 

watching and listening for the 

planks to give wav, as nothing 

could be done in the way of rescue 

t i l l  morning. Little Adine was 

quite passive, only saying, "Mama, 

if we all go  in the water, will God 

nive us breakfast ? " O u r  rescue 
?3 
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was somewhat perilous, as wc went 

along the bowsprit with our feet 

on  the rope below, rnlld when we 

got  to the end  dropped into the 

b m t  :lt the ruoment it came u p  011 

the waves ; but we all got  off and 

had a long walk in the deep sand 

to  the first house we came to, and  

then after refreshments ( i )  it was 

arranged that  we should proceed 

to New York in a " wood boat"  

-thnr was, a veswl without any 

bulwarks, and loaded with wood 

for building. In to  this we were 

packed, and  finally arrived in New 

York on  a magnificent monling. 

Mother  and  I had an engagement 

with M r .  Hambl in  at the new 

" Kowery." A t  this time 
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a very unhappy age (thirteen), not  

;2 chiid :lnd certainly no t  a woman, 

so the chances were against 111y 

acting anything of importance. 

W h e n  " T h e  LVife " wrcs brought 

ou t  I was cast for Flornhel-a 

young person who enters with a 

soliloquy of  about  fifty lines i11 

Sheridan Knowles's mos t  inflated 

style, which they " c u t  out"  bodily 

the second night of the p l a y .  

The re  was " anutliei- chC>t-k to 

proud ambition ! " T h e n  M r .  

Gale and  his horses arrived from 

Englnnd. " bl;lzeppa " was pre-

pnred, *Mr. Farr-en, the stage man- 

ager, said, at  a11 expense of  exactly 

$ I  oo, and they made thousands 

from it. T h e n ,  in consequence of 
h 3 
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Mrs. John  Drew 

a lady's illness, I got  a little cham- 

ber-maid's part, with a ti-ont scene 

with Mr. Gates, the ~ o p u l a r  cotn-

edian, and sang a little song called 

"Nice  Young Maiden " for forty- 

eight successive nights, and was 

verv happy, for m y  song was always 

encored. Mother ,  being ambitious 

for me, accepted ;111 engagement at  

" T h e  tVarren Theatre," Boston, 

managed by MI-.  l'elbv, the well- 

known Actor and manager, where 

we jointly received a salary of $ I  6 
per week. I don't  know how we 

lived ; but mother was a splendid 

manager at  that time, a marvel-

ously industrious woman, and we 

all lived at '"x " Lenthe's, a t  the 

corner of Bowdoin Square, a gable- 
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end.  W e  hail a large room on the 

second story, n trundle hed which 

went under  the  other for the  ac-

commod,~t ion of little children, a 

large closet in  ~vllicll we kept  a 

barrel of ale and all ou r  dresses, 

;und passed a very happy two sea-

sons in the enjoynlent of that  large 

salary, which was eked ou t  by the 

three clear half-benefits very nicely. 

T h e  company a t  the " Warren  " 

consisted of Fred. Hil l ,  stage Inan -

ager and actor ; Q. S. Jones, J .  
Mills Brown, M r .  Spencer, M r .  

H o u p t ,  M r .  Meers,  M r .  William 

R L L ~ U SBlaIte and  wife, Miss  Yelby, 

iss E. Nlestayer, 

Miss  Ken-, Miss  Al-bury, and 

mother  and myself. I n  the sum-
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iner some of us went to Portland, 

Me.  I acted yul in there, and won 

considerable local fame. Some of 

the patrons of the theatre wanted 

to see " George Barnwell," and 

decided that I must act Millwood, 
because I was too young to make 

ill thinking possible. A t  the close 

o f  the second season a t  the " War-

ren" we went to  Hal ihx,  Nova 

Scotia, to  act with the Garrison 

amateurs twice a week during the 

summer. W e  saw a good deal of 

human nature there-all the petty 

strife of  real actors without their 

ability. However, it passed the 

summer away very pleasantly. W e  

were under engagement now to go 

to  New Orleans, to  the new St. 
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Charles Theatre  ; but  that  didn't  

open till late in Xovember,  so on 

our  return to Boston Mr. T h o m a s  

arry, a very old friend of m y  

parents, offered us  an engagement 

till such time as we should go  to 

New Orleans. Madame  Celeste, 

now a great attraction, played just 

at the o p i n g ,  and I (then fifteen) 

played several young mothers of 

the rightful heirs in her pieces. 

Oh ,  a delight it was then to  

drag a litt!e chi!d after me during 

three long acts, t o  have hiin 

wrenched froin m y  arms, torn 

away in despite of m y  unearthly 

shrieks to summon my faithful 

page (Celeste), who undertook to 

find him and punish the " wretches 
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who had stolen him," and always 

succeeded after many hair-breadth 

escapes in the " imminent dead1 y 
breach ! " W e  went to New Or-
leans in the good ship Star. O n  

the ship were Clara Fisher, 

James Gaspard Maeder, to whom 

she had been married for about a 

year, and their beautiful little baby 

girl; Miss Charlotte Cusl l~nan ( M r .  

Maeder's pupil), Signor Croffi, a 

great ti-oiilbone playcr ; Signor 

Gadori, greatest of bass-violin play- 

e rs ;  Signor Burkia, great vioion- 

cello player, and some others whose 

names have escaped me, all bound 

fgr the new " St. Charles." As 

our ship entered the Belize another 

one laden with more recruits met 
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us, containing Mrs. Gibbs, a lovely 

soprano ; ,Mr. Latham, the com-

edian, and many others direct from 

England,  and M r .  T. Bishop. Of 

course, there were great shaking of 

hands and affectionate greetings. 

U p o n  our  an-ivnl M r .  James H. 
Caldwell, the owner of t he  fine St. 

Charles Theatre ,  called upon  us; 

and  we began the  season lace in 

November.  T h e  company was a 

very large Gne, cons~s t ing  of Mr. 
De Camp, M r .  J.  Cowel 

Barton, M r .  Latham, M r .  

unt, M r .  B.  D e  Bar, M r .  Cre- 

veta, M r .  James E. Murdock ,  M r .  

ishop, M r s .  J .  G. Pdaeder, 

olland, M r s .  S. 
nister, Mi s s  Ver- 
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ity, I\/Iiss C. Cushman, Mrs .  Gibbs, 

Miss D e  Bar, mother and mvself. 

T h e  orchestra was a splendid one, 

all soloists. M r .  Mneder was mu-

sic conductor and Mr. Willis the 

leader. W e  opened with " T h e  

School for Scandal." Mrs .  Mae- 

der's reception as La& Teazle was 

memorable. I was Mar-zn. I n  
" T h e  Spoiled Child," which con-

cluded the performance, Miss De 
Bar played Little Y ~ r k l eand made 

quite a hit. M r .  Caldwe!l wanted 

me to do  it, but I bcgged off. I n  

the March following I was mar-

ried, at sixteen, to Mr. H e n r y  

unt,  a very good singer, a 

nice actor, and a very handsome 

man of forty. I n  the summer we 



went to Louisville, and returned to 

New Orleans for the second sen-

soil. D u r i : ~ ~this season Madame  

Celeste prodiiceil " L e  Dieu " and 

" Le Bay;d&re." MI-.George H o l -  

land went to Havana 3s agent, and  

engaged two dancers to alternate 

t he  second " Bayadire." A t  the 

e n d  of the piece Celeste sent for 

me (we were all Bavaderes) and  

said, " 'Louise, you mus t  be the 

second Rayadere to-morrow ; I will 
not have those coming from 

vnna. T h e y  are too dreadfi:! ! " 

She  denied ni l  remonstrances, and  

I danced the  trial dance for twelve 

nights with considerable applause. 

Acting on  Sunday came into 

fashion this season, and  as a t  that  
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time I was too good a Christian to 

d o  that, and as I acted in every-

thing, there was a great trouble to 

get my parts studied for one night. 

My engagement closed with the 

season. T h e  next season was spent 

in Vicksburg, Miss., under the 

management of Scott & Thorne. 

Mr. Scott was knowla as " Long 

T o m  Coffin " Scott, and M r .  James 

Thorne  was an English barytone 

who had come over to the Old 

Park, and had drifted into low 

comedy, and was a very good ac-

tor. H e r e  I played chamber-maids 

and all. the like business. T h e  

next season M r .  Thorne  went to 

Natchez, Miss., and we went with 

him. This was my  first recognized 
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position as lending lady ; we plaved 

" T h e  kadv  of Lyoils " for the first 

t h e .  iMr. C. H o r n  (?) was the 

C l m d ~~.Weinotte;it was very suc-

cessful. H e r e  I first acted La~b 
MncbetJz with Mr. Forrest ; sang 

C/,iii~.t-L[la
and Kosznn in the stock, 

and nt the close of the season went 

to Philadelphia. There  I t c ~ sen-

gaged by  M r .  Nlayer for the Wal-  

nut Street Tlientre for lending lady 

nt the highest salary known t!?ere, 

$ 2 0  per week. H o w  did we do 

it ? Of  course, we didn't dress as 

we do now, and 1 am inclined to 

think acted a11 the better. T h e  

next two seasons were passed at the 

old Chestnut Street Theatre. M r .  

Tvrone Power acted there for three 
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weeks ; and as he had specified all 

the company were to play in his 

pieces, I was in every one except 

" T h e  Irish T u t o r "  and "O'Flan-

nigan and the Fairies." H e  was a 

truly great actor in his line, and 

chose to  be very agreeable during 

his last engagement. During the 

latter part of the second season the 

payments became so infrequent that 

I was obliged to stop playing, and 

went to Pittsburg with LMr. Dinne- 

ford of the Walnut. Here  we pro- 

duced " London Assurance '' with 

a degree of excellence unheard of 

in that vicinity-a fountain of real 

water, and entirely new carpet and 

furniture, mirrors, and new cos-

tumes. 

T h e n  we drifted into Cincinnati 
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and Louisville, where we were in 

dire s t r a~ t s  ; and 1 plaved XI'(L~IZTLZ 

the Thrd  to get us out  of town, 

and it did ! hText, I was offered 

an engagement at  the Pa rk  The -

atre, New York .  T h a t  w , ~the 

goal of  my  ambition. I went there, 

and during the season played every 

variety of  character ; hut  Fof-tmio 

was a big success. T h e  Park !lad 

a right, from time beyond c o ~ n p u -  

tation. to close for two months 

from the first of Jul\r if thev de- 

sired ; well, they did desire it, and 

did it. Some few of us went to 

Baltimore to play at the Front  

Street Theatre, but they did not 

want us there. M r .  E. N. ThaYer, 

who was ~nanaging  Peele's Mu-
8 h 







seum for the owners, came to m e  

and proposed that we should act 

there such pieces as required only 

three or four persons. I n  despera-

tion we agreed. e was to have 

two shares, in virtue of his rig-out, 

the bills and managing. I was to  

have two shares, being lending lady; 

M r .  H u n t  one and my mother one. 

T h e  opening night I was dressing 

for " T h e  Swiss Cottage" very de- 

jected! y when my sister Georgia, 

who was looking through a hole i n  

the green curtains, came in and said 

excitedly, " Oh, Louise, there are 

quite a number of people in, and 

one gentleman i n  full dress." After 

this T dressed with great alacrity, 

sustained by my sister's jumbled 
S I, 



statements of the increasing audi-

ence. W e  acted with enthusiasm, 

311d greatly pleased the company 

in " T h e  Lecture Room." After 

the entertainment was over M r .  

Thnver sat before n table on the 

stage with the receipts of the night 

before him, and solemnlv handed 

each person his or  her share or  

shares, in specie (nnd very welcome 

it was to all). Th i s  ceremony oc- 

currei: nighilJ , and, unlikr most 

ceremonials, never became tiresome. 

MTe played for over four weeks 

with increasing attractiveness, and 

regretted being summoned to the 

reopening of the Park. There  was 

some talk about not returning, but  

the Park  was a power then ! T h e  
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next season they closed for six 

weeks in the winter, and T went to 

the Bowery, where John R. Scott, 

Jannes W. Wallack, Jr., Mrs .  

ring ( a  great local favorite) and 

myself played ten acts of tragedy 

and comedy nightly for two weeks. 

T h e n  " Eeauty and the 

produced. J. W. Wall 

The Beast, M r .  Charles Hill, as Sir 

Aldgnte Pnwp, r. Gates, as John 

$$ill, and myself as Benut?'. I: 
was quite successf~~l .  I n  the sum-

mer we went to the Albany Mu-
seum. My heart sank when I saw 

the place ; but everything pros-

pered there after this, and I have 

reason to look back upon the time 

spent in Albanv with gratitude. 
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After the lapse of one year's nb-

sence I returned to the Park, acting 

everything. T h e y  always had some 

very good actors there, hut their 

utility people were the worst ever 

seen. Acted with M r .  &lacready, 

James Anderson, John Collins, J .  
B. Booth, etc. Macready was n 

dreadful man to act with ; Y O U  had 

the pleasant sensation of knowing 

that you were doing nothing that 

he wanted you to do ,  though fo!- 

lowing strictly his instructions. H e  

would press you down with his 
hand on your head, and tell you in 

an undertone to stand up ! M r .  

Macready was a terribly nervous 

actor;  any little thing which I i a p  

pened unexpectedly irritated him 
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brvond endurance. O n e  night, at  

the Park ,  " Macbeth  " was the 

pl,~?. ICl rs. Sloman, an old-fash-

ioned actress, drcsieci / ,~P( I  Vfilcbeth 

in the manner  wl~ich  prevailed in 

her earl\ life-in black velvet,point 

lace and pearl b e d s .  11; the mur- 

der scene p i r t  of LLacre ; id~ ' s  dress 

cnaght 011 the tassels of her pearl 

girdle ; the string broke, the beads 

fell on the floor, softly, with a 

prett: r h y t h n ~ i c  sound,  distinctlsr 

heard t h r o ~ l g h  the  intense silence 

of the scene. T h i s  so  exasperated 

b l r .  h/lac~-ead!~ that  11e was almost 

fiantrc, until, e ~ t h  the iiml line of 

the scene, " W a k e ,  Duncan, with 

the knocking,  oh 1 would thou 

couldst," he threw Mrs .  Slonaan 

9-




off the stage, with words which I 
hope were unheard by the public, 

and were certainl\r unfit for publi- 

cation. 

After this I went to N e w  Or -

leans, to Ludlow & Smith, prover- 

bially the closest pair in the  profes- 

sion. T h e y  gave me  $35 per 

week, a larger salary than they ever 

gave IClrs. Fnrren. M r .  Chippen- 

dale was there, too, and  we acted 

together all the popular small com- 

edies of the day, now forgotten by 

ail. Some seasons previous to  this 

I went to Chicago to open the first 

theatre built there by Mr. J o h n  

Rice, who afterward became one of  

the valued citizens of that I-ising 

city, and ultimately the mayor, and 

then one of the representatives of 
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the State i l l  Congress. H e  was 

the best nlatr I ever knew, the very 

embodiment of justice and common 

sense. 

111 I 848 1 married M r .  George 

ossop. H e  died a few months 

after in Albany, and in I 850 1 was 

married to M r .  John Drew, al-

t l i o ~ ~ g hthe marriage was not made 

pubiic for some months, as I had 

several engagements to fulfil be-

fore I could join him. T h e n  we 

went to Chicago for the season, 

and Buffalo, then to Albany. W e  

went in the summer to New York, 

to ::ct small comedies at Niblo's. 

In  the company were W. R .  Blake 

and wife, Lester VtTa1lack, 

Stephens, M r .  Joseph Jefferson, 

M r .  Drew and myself: JVe played 



in conjunction with Signor Soto, 

Mom. Meve, Mile. Leontine and 

Mlle. Dreux -a dancing party 

brought to the country for Niblo's 

by  M r .  J. H. Hackett.  Six weeks 

comprised the season ; then we 

went to Philadelphia, to the cld 
Chestnut Street Theatre. 

T h e  season opened with Cibber's 

comedy of " She Would and She 

Would Not," with the following 

distribution of characters : 

Don klanuel. . . . . . . . . . . ..Mr .  John Gilbert. 


Don Philip. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mr. Dickerson. 


Don Ortovio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. M r .  Eytinge. 

CYI 7-appmti. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., M r .  John Drew. 


Soto.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M r .  J. S. Clarke. 


Hj~politn.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mrs. John Drew. 


Flora. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Miss Celia. Logan. 


Rosotv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mrs .  Gladstone. 


Viletta. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Miss  Lizzie Steel. 
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S o t  one person had ever acted 

i n  the before or  ever seen it 

acted. It was very s~ccessful .  T h e  

h rce  was " T h e  Miseries of H u -  

man Life," with M r .  Drcw, M r .  

Thaver and myself. W h e n  the 

season was nearly ended we with- 

drew from the company, and trans- 

ferred our services to the Arch 

Street Theatre, then under the 

management s f  M r .  

T h e  lease was offered to M r .  Wi l -  

liam Wheatley and John Drew. 

T h e y  accepted it, and the following 

season opened as Wheatley & 

Drew's Arch Street Theatre. 

didn't plav during the early part oi' 

the season, and Mrs. D. P. Bowers 

was engaged, whose recent death 
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must  be deplored by all who knew 

her. 

A t  the end of their second sera- 

son J o h n  Drew retired from the 

concern and J. S.Clarke came into 

it.  John  and 1 traveled in 1857, 

came back to Philadelphia in the 

spring, and  joined Mrs .  Bowers's 

company a t  the -Walnut Street T h e -  

atre. M r .  Drew, accompanied by 

mv mother,  paid a visit to  England  

and  Ireiaiid. ! took the leading 

position at the Wa lnu t ,  and  they 

returned in the winter, when Mr. 
Drew played a long engagement a t  

the  Wa lnu t .  

( I t  i q  proper here to say that I 
had  three children i n  these five 

years-Louisa, John  a n d  Georgie.) 
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T h e  next season I was engaged at 

the Arch by Wheatley K. Clarke. 

W e  brought out  " 'The Sea of Ice" 

and " T h e  Naiad Queen," having 

before that produced " T h e  Ameri- 

can Cousin," " Pauvrette," and 

" T h e  Octoroon," in all of which I 
sustained the principal female c!m- 

acters. I n  the meantinle M r .  Drew 

went to Australia, via California, 

and  from there to England, acting 

most sucessf~~lly in all the cities. 

I n  I 860 i t  was proposed by the 

stockholders of the Arch that 

should assume the management, 

and in I 86 r the theatre was opened 

as Mrs .  John Drew's Arch Street 

Theatre. A good deal was done 

to beautify the theatre. I t  was a 
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hard season to meet. I borrowed 

money every week to meet the 

salaries. Mr.  Drew returned just 

after Christmas and acted one hun-

dred nights, then went to New 

York  on business, returned, and 

died, after three days' illness, in 
May,  1862. T h e  next season I 
got on rather better, and then it 

was determined by the stockholders 

to  pull down and rebuild the the-

atre from the stage to the front. 

T h i s  was done in the summer, and 

we opened the third season with the 

Iiichings Opera Company. Wal-

lack, Davenport, Edwin Booth, 

and a number of the best stars 

acted here, and it was a very fine 

season, enabling me to pay back 
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all the money I had borrowed for 

the first, which gave me great joy 
in the doing. 

M r .  E. L. Davenport was a very 

fine actor. I first met him at the 

old Chestnut Street Theatre, when 

he was a very handsome young 

man. Even at  that time he was 

very versatile, and always continued 

so, t o  his detriment, it was thought. 

W h e n  he had the new Chestnut I 
saw him play Sir Giles Overreach 
in a masterly manner. A s  Sir 

Gikes M r .  Davenport  surpassed 

even the elder Booth, and to those 

who remember that great actor 

nothing can be said beyond that. 

Edwin Booth had a very sweet 

character and a churning manner 
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I ,it reheai-sais, which he detested. 

think, after li;iii/lt.t, his Rprtucczo in 
7 ,the ' ' I ~ o o l ' s  Revenge was his 

finest representation. He threw 

his whole soul into it, and it was, 

indeed, a perfvr~nance to be re-

membered. 

F o r  about eight years fortune 

favored me. T h e  great little ac-

tress Lotta acted with me for sev-

eral years - long engngenlents, 

which were never enough for the 

puD!icis satishction or m y  own. 

During this time m a n y  of mv com-

pa11~went to New Yoi-k- M r .  F. 
F. Mackay,  Louis James, Robert  

Craig, who was one of the most 

talented young men I ever met ; 

Charlotte 'Thompson, Stuart Rob-

'14 







son, hl iss  Fanny Davenport, etc. 

Several became stars. About this 

time I concluded to follow the ex- 

ample of  all the other theatres in 

the city, and ceased to have a stock 

company, and called the theatre a 

('combination theatre ;" but  it 

never did so well as before. T h e  

public seemed to miss the old fa- 

vorites and not to care for the new 

ones. I clung with such tenacity 

to the old customs that we were 

the last to take u p  mntinies. There  

were two new theatres on  Chestnut 

Street and one on Broad Street. 

T h e y  eventually became as one, 

having the same manager. T h u s  

they and the old Walnut  and new 

Park  got all the best stars or com-

1 x 7  
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binations, and I\ e were obliged to 

put  LIP with w h ~ tthey kindly left. 

T h e n  the peopie began to find ou t  

that tile theatre was " out  of the 

way "-"it was too far uptown '' 

(there are now six theatres very 

much nbove it, " uptown "). My 
only remaining- great attraction wns 

Mr. Jefferson. Jus t  before one 

of his etlgngements, as he and I, 
with two other parties, were sitting 

~i;11 the office, I d y  c:!nle u p  to 

the window of the  box - office to 

get seats. " Oh, p a p  told us 

(bile was about fifty) we must be 

sure to see M r .  Jefferson ; but  

please give us three good seats, 

down low, becarrse papa told us 

they were ail old people, so we 

118 







Ips .  J ohn  Drew 

wailt to get as close as we can to  

hear them ! " This  observation 

occarioned much mirth, for the 

old people " conskted of Mr. 
Jefferson, b f r .  Florence, M r .  Frank 

C. Bangs, Mr.  Jack 

myself. In I 8 8 0  or I 8 8  I I en-

gaged with Mr .  Jefferson to travel 

with him and act Mrs.  M L I I ~ W O ~  

in " T h e  Rivals," and from that 

time till r 892 continued to do so. 

From the time when Mr, William 

Florence was engaged, we did 
nothing hut  "T h e  Rivals " and, 

occasionally, " T h e  Heir-at-Law." 

oor M r .  Florence, he was the 

r Luczus O'Trigg~r li ever 

e obtained more effect out of 

the text than  an j  body reading i t  

I 3 1  



would think possible. Our first 

cast of the  comedy was as follows: 

Sir Antl.7~!, . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Fred.  Robinson 

C'uptnin . , / '~~o l i ; f c .. . .M r .  hlaurice Barrymore 
.Sir l.i(c.iiis 0% . . . . . . . . . Mr. Wnver ly 
l ~ i g ~ > t . .  
F u l k l m d .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr.  Taylor 

F{cg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mr .  T o m  Jefferson 

Dn.-,'i,i. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mr. Galiagher 

MI-I.~Ilu/upro/,.. . . . . . . . .. .Mrs.  John Drew 

Lyciiu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Miss Rosa Rand 

Lucy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Paul 

Bob ACYEJ.. . . . . . . . . . . .Mr, Joseph Jefferson 


I forget how many miies 

Earues c o x p n t e d  we had trnveled 

the season h e  was with us, but  I 
know he said I 9,000 and some. 

Everv season was a happy one. 

T h e  latter part of  the time 

JeEerson was busy 011his delight-

ful autobiography, and used occa-

sioxlnliy to rend it to  us. IVe gen-
r z 2  







rs. 

erally traveled in our own car, and 

enjoyed " every comfort of home," 

in the true sense of the word-not 

as depicted in the hrce. 

T o  return to  the subject of the 

Arch Street Theat re :  when 1 re-

turned there in 1892,  at the close 

of the season, I found the business 

s f  the season had been so very 

poor ;  and as the outlook for the 

next season was no better, I con-

ciuded to give it  up (if the stock- 

holders would permit me to do so), 

and I wrote to the Board of Agents 

to that effect, and they agreed to 

my  wish. And  I must here pay a 

merited acknowledgment of the 

continued kindness and good-will 

shown me by that board, in every 
1 2 j  



way and at nll  times ; for which 

tender them inv sincere thanks and 

best wishes through all time. After 

this resignation had been accepted, 

the ladies of Philadelphia tendered 

me a reception, which was largely 

attended, at the Ar t  Club. 

Soon after this a testimonial was 

arranged to be given me at  the 

Academy of Music, on which oc-

casion the urmost good-will was 

shown me by the entire profession. 

l ' h e  Lyceum Company came onand  

played a short comedy. M r .  Crace 

and his company played on 

" T h e  Senator," Mr .  an 

Kendall appeared in " A  
air ;" and we concluded the bill 

with the second act of "'The 
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wlth M r .  Jefferson, Maurice Earn--

more, Louis James, Roland Reed, 

Miss Viola Allen, and rnvself. It 
was a memorable night for me. 

T h e  next thing was, what was I 
to do with myself ! I couldn't 

live in  Philadelpfiia i n  the manner 

in  which I hadalwaj~slived; couldn't 

affbrd it. So I moved to New 

Uork, after nearly fbrty years of 

housekeeping in Philadelphia. X t 
was a terrible tvrench ! T o  look 

about for " sonrething to do" at 

seventy-two years of age ! But  I 
was still in the possession of splen-

did health, good spirits, and the 

love of my two remaining children. 

My adopted son, Sidney White, 

for m a n y  years known as Sidnev 
I2C) 
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Drew, imruediatsly undertook to 

m t k e  a five weeks' engagenlent ; 

and as the terms were financially a 

certaintv, I accepted and played for 

the five weeks with great success 

in Philadelphia, Brooklyn and 

Harlem; then three weeks in New 

York,  at  the Standard Theatre,  

as the theatrical Mo/her-in-Lnw i n  

" A n  Arabian Night," in conjunc- 

tion with Joseph 

Evelyn,  and Agnes Miller, under 

the rnmagement of Charles Froh-

Illall. 

T h e  next season I went ou t  as a 

sort  of star, under engagement to 

Sidney. \Ve penetrated from San 

Frailcisco to New Orleans ; but it 

was a losing season to me. O f  

r jo 
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course, if the money did not come 

in, and it did not, I couldn't get it.-
So in June I came home to  m y  

o h ,  with whom and his dear 

wife I have lived ever since, vary- 

ing the scene by asionally acting 

in Philadelphia, ston, Saratoga, 

and New York. 

About three years before 1 gave 

u p  management, I acted for the 

testimonial benefit given by the 

citizens of Philadelphia to their 

representative actor, M r .  James E. 
urdoch. Mrs .  B. 

acted Mrs. H d e r  in j-a. most ex-

traordinary arrangement of the 

play) " T h e  Stranger," Mr. M u r -

doch as the stranger, followed by a 

three-act version o f "  T h e  School 
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for Scandal," with Mr .  Murdoch 

(9,as Charlei Su+u M r .  George 

olland as Sir Petdr TL~czle, M r .  

Drew as yuseph S~lrfacc., and myself 

as Ln~cv  Tenzle. I clung to this 

-part-after marriage giving up all 

young pxrts-in Philadelphia, be- 

cause the public seemed to like to 

see it. 

M r .  Murdoch  was in his day 

one of the most delightful of actors. 

H i s  Charles Surfice, Young Mzmbel,  

Don Felzx, Yapid, etc., have never 

been exceeded in excellence. H e  

was also a very fine Hamlet. 

knew him we11 from I 8 1  
the time just mentioned. 

a delightful companion-would talk 

far into the night upon any con-

= 34 
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subject, the theatre being the 

most Lvorite topic. H e  would 

recite whole poems, and his vocab- 

ulary was of the richest description. 

I never heard him make use of an 

oath or a slang word in my life, and 

in youth he possessed the greatest 

spirits. Though he came on the 

stage a very young man, in the 

American company at the Arch he 

hadn't a tone of 

rare thiiig in an American actor a t  

that time, all being imitations, 

more or Iess consciously, of that 

great actor. M r .  Murdoch was 

himself alone, not imitating any-

body in the least, though his style 

s modeled on the Kemble School. 

e lost his only son in the late 
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Civil VJar. H e  took great interest 

in  the conduct of the war, and was 

a thorough American in  heart and 

so~al.  H o w  fast we are all dying 

off, to be sure ! I only know 
. . 

one person who is m y  senior in 

the profession, Mrs .  Clara Fisher 

Maeder, and I think it is two years 

since she acted, though she looks 

equal to any L~tigue. I t  is one o f  

the ills of this life that  when we 

live so long as she 311d I have done 

we survive our children. She has 

buried several sons, and, like rny- 

self, now lives i n  her grandchildren. 
T h e  keenest sorrow of m y  life 

came to me in '93, when my dearest 

daughter, Georgie, died in Cali-

fornia, whither she had gone in 
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search of health, and only found 

death. My eldest daughter died 

some five pears ago, and now my 

son John is the only remaining 
link with his father's memory. 

look on him with considerable pride 

-not personal, for T had nothing 

to do with his professional advance- 

ment, as he came to Daly's The-  

atre when just twenty-one, and re- 

mained there till a few seasoils ago, 

under a much more energetic and 

capable manager than myself. 

And ilow let m e  devote a few 

lines to the late John Drew, now 

deceased thirty-four years. I don't 

think there are many persons sur- 

viving him now who remember 

him well, and he was worth re-

141 
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mernbering ; one of the best actors 

1 ever saw, in a long list of the 

most varied description. H a d  he 

lived to be forty - five, he would 

have been a great actor. But  too 

eariy a success was his ruin ; i t  left 

him nothing to do. 

he study when he was assured on 

all sides (except m y  own) that he 
was as near perfection a.; was pos-

sibie for man to be? So he finished 

his brief a : ~ d  brilliant carccr at 

th i r ty-bur  years of age, about the 

age when men generally study most 

steadily and aspire most  ambi-

tiously. 







c i  Life ! we've been !ong together, 
T h r o ~ i g h  pieasant and through c lo~ idy  weather; 
' T i s  hard to  part when friends are dear ; 
Perhaps 'twill cause a sigh, a tear j 

T h e n  steal away, give little warning, 
Choose thine own t ime;  
Say not Good-Night ,  but  in some brighter 

clime, 
Bid me Good-Morning."  

[ T h e  stnnz.1 above, from Mrs. Barbauld's poem, my 
mother hade me inscribe on he r  tnmb in Glenwood 

Cemetery, Philadelphia.-JOHN DREW.] 
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Biographical Notes 
B,y Dou~rrlns T(zjlor 

( I )  ;':Thomas Potter Cooke, familiarly 

known as T i p p y  Cooke," left London 

a t  the  age of ten t o  join the navy, where 
he  distinguished himself by courageous 
exploits on various occasions. T h e  
peace of Amiens closing that career he  
sought his second love-rhe stage, play- 
ing small parts in the provinces until 
engaged by Elliston as stage manager 
o f  the Surrey. H e  subsequently joined 
the  Adelphi, Drury  Lane,  English Opera  
House  and Covent  Garden Theatres ,  
performing eccentric and melodramatic 
parts suited to  his mammoth frame, like 
Orson and the Monster in c 6  Franken-
stein," and being especially liked in 

'"This and the following figures refer to  t h e  num-

bered iliustl-ations. 
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L o z ~Tim Gotjin and other sailor charac- 
ters. I n  r 829 a poor playwright named 
Douglas Jerrold had "Black-Eyed 
Susan " accepted by Elliston, who made 
a small fortune out of its four  hundred 
consecutive performances with Cooke 
as Willinnz, whose representation be-
came a part of English stage history. 
Mr. Cooke  died in 1864. 

(2) Miss Maria Foote, born in Ply-
mouth in I 798, was a direct descendant 
of the ceiebrated Samuel Foote, and 
became renowned not only as  a n  ele-
gant and fascinating comedienne, bu t  
t i  r ~ ~ g hher asrr,c.i;ltior~with Colonei 

Berkeley and Pea Green  Hayne, both 
of them men of  fashion who repudiated 
their promises of  marriage to  the lovely 
actress. H e r  first appearance was a t  

her. father's theatre in Plymouth as 
Juliet, and other  tragic characters, which 
she soon exchanged for light comedv sn 
successfully as to be engaged at  Covent 
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Garden permanently. A s  illal.in I>ar-
iiilgton in "A Roland for  s n  O l i ~ ~ e r" 

her singing, dancing, arid a~c l lness  

charmed the  London public in general 

and the Eiirl of Hasrington in  p i i r t i ~ ~ l -

lar, w h o  took her ofF the stage in 1831 
and made her his countess. H e r  fav- 

ored characters were iVLwl'n, Leiitiil 
Rrnt~.ire, Zvnda ,  L t f ~ ~ . u ~ z d o ,  

Emi$ TVortbir~~ton,Desdeielnoiia, and 

GphLjiia. She died in 1867. 
(3) E d w i n  Forrest, the great Ameri-- 

can tragedian, most renowned and best 

abused of actors, was born in Philadel-

phia, &larch g, I 806. His  e;z(-ly life 
was a history of poverty, stl-uggles and 

viciss i t~~desas cil.cus rider, negl-i, min-
strel, and ambitious actor, unril his en- 

ergy and industry conquered and he  
became the  idol of the people. No 
man on the  stage made warmer friends 

or more hitter enemies, nor was made 

the subject of more enthusiastic adula- 
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tion and severe critical censure during 
t h e  thirty years he  was t h e  acknowl- 
edged head of his profession. 

I n  early life his great characters were 
Othello, Rolla, Carwin, M a r k  Anthony, 
Dumon, GYill~arn 'Tell, and in the  pieces 
written for him in which he has never 
had a successor-Spartacus, Meta7norn 
and Jack Cade. Later,  he  improved 
with care and study, and discarding 
much of the ranting " he  was  charged 

with, became the  Lear ,  Richeiieu, yir-
ginius and Cot-ialanus of his admiring 
countrymen. His  superb ~ h ~ s i q u e  and 
magnificent voice were not appreciated 
in England, which he  visited in  1836 
and 1845, the  last visir leading t o  the  
quarrel with Macready and conse-
quently to the memorable Astor  Place 
riot of M a y  10,1849. 

Forrest clubs and Forrest associations, 
filled with youthful enthusiasts, deified 
him and defied his traducers, and after 
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CHESTNUT S T R E E T  T H E A T R E .  

Mrss  LANE.-This  nstnnishing little rrea-

ture  appealed ~t t h e  Chesrnut Street Thea t r e  

last el.ciiiiig. S h e  is not more than ten years 
of age, 2nd evinces .i d e n t  for a n d a  lcnorvlu~!ge 

of thc  stage beyond w h ~ t  we find in marl! cx-

perienccd performers of  merit.  T i l e  cntc1r3in- 

men t  o f  l i u , , / w c  P I . C L ~ S C ~is well adapted to thc  

disp1jy of  t h e  versatility of her  powers ; and in 

rile Iri3b GI,-/ she  may, wit11 t ruth,  he pto-

nuanced inimitably comic. H e r  hriljiuc mid 

manner  ale  excellent. T h e  Tu~uu>/~ySoiii/<.,n.7~ 

also admirably assumed ; his coxcombical .lira 

were n.~turnl, evinced astunisliing observation in 

a child so young, and literally convulsed tlir 

hrwsc with laughter .  H e r  perfixmnnce d 
Liiiic Pik l e  also pussessed great merit, .lnd tlie 

ap~llause bestowed upon her throi~glioiit theeven.  

ing bespoke the  wonder and delight of t he  

~ u d i e n c e .  T h o s e  w h o  have a taste for tile 

wonderful sliould not  miss tlie pl-rsent oppijr- 

tunity ufgratifying it.  W e  promise ourselvvs .I 

treat uf  no  ordinary kind when  she appe.m- .IS 

G0i+nih in t he  Roud r u  Ruin.-Exrrmj; ~ , n  

a Phiii~i/clphiui l i t w ~ p r p c r .  
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.the verdict in the Forrest divorce case in 
I 852 ,  crowds at  '' Christy's &Iinstrels " 
nightly, for months, encored the song of 
the evening L L  Jordan am a Hard Road 
to T r a b i e  " for one verse : 

His proud, spoiled spill1 almost broke 
with infirmities of age and temper, when 
his last performances and readings in  
I 87 P arid I 8 7 2  were comparative fail- 
..v,,L.
,,,,, and GI: December I 2, 1872,  the 

great, generous, magnetic, but lonely 
and  unhappy man, died. 

( I )  Clara Fisher's first appearance 
at D r u r y  L a n e  in r 8 I 7, when hut SIX 

vears old, occasioned a craze f u r  the 
Infant Phe~iomenon" that swept 

through England ; and, that being ex-
hausted, she was brought in 1827  to 
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triumph in America as a sparkling 
comedienne. Until her marl-iage in 
1834 to Professor James 6. Maeder 
she was the favorite of the stage, and 
continued to act, though with dimin-
ished lustre, unt i l  n 880,  w h e n  she left 
the  profession. 

A s  a n  infant prodigy her greatest suc- 
cesses were in R i r h a t d  ]I/.,  Ba~lglas ,  
Sh.iocR, and similar parts, and her more 
mature and acceptable performances in 
her famous career throughout the Uni-  
ted States for ten or fifteen years were 
in  '& K a t e  Kearney," a Letitia Hardy," 

Clari," Paul, the Pet," cTicco i re , "  
"K a t e  O'Brien " and the whole range 
of bright musical comedy and elegant 
vaudeville. She died at  Metuchen,  
N. J., o n  November  :2, r 898. 

(5) Joseph Jefferson, first of that 
name, the son of  the comedian of Gar -  
rick's company, T h o m a s  Jefferson, and 
grandfather of our  Joe, was born in 
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Plymouth,  England, in I '7 7 4  Tired  
of  the Piymouth stage, with which he 
had been connected from childhoc;d, he 

came, at  the suggestion of  Manager  
Powell, of Boston, to  America at the 
age of twenty, and played with Hodg-
kinson and Hallam at  t h e  John Street 
Thea t re ,  N e w  York ,  until Dunlap 
opened the Park in I 798. F o r  five 
pears he  there essayed comic and old 
men's characters until, in 1803, he was 
fortunately and permanently engaged at  
the then leading theatre of  the country, 
the  Chestnut  Street, in Philadelphia. 
T h e r e  he p ~ - ~ ~ ~ t i c ; ~ l l y  ~.r[naincd until his 
death, in August,  1832,  the favorite 
and  popular comedian of the  American 
stage. O f  the t w o  hundred characters 
he essayed, many are unknown to the 
playgoer of the present day, but his ver- 
satile talent was greatly commended in 
Polonins, Jerrttg' Diddht-, T o z t c ! ~ s t o ~ i e ,  

Bob Acres, Dominit Silmpson, M a z u z u o r m ,  



Gnptnlrt Copp, D ~ ~ J L T ~ Y ,  andS ~ a r a m ~ u c h  

SoIm in Every O n e  H a s  His  Fault," 
a comedy by Mrs .  Inchbald. 

O n l y  careful and clear-headed read-
ers of  Wil l iam W i n t e r  can  form an 
idea of  the comic genius involved in the 
name of Jefferson on  the American 
stage. O n e  of i ts  most prominent 
members, who died when  but twenty-
three, was John Jefferson, third son of 
Joseph. His  last performance was in 
1831,at  Lancaster,  in T h e  School for 
Scandal." T h e  cast was as foliows 

Sir Pt,/r,r ;TL.nd,. . . . . . .  . Joseph Jefferson, Sr.  

Sir 0 L i ; ~ t rSio:j;ii-~.. . . . . . . . . John Jefferson 

R o w l q .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joseph Jefferson, J r .  


(I ' ,~ther of Oul. Joe.) 

La'+ TcazL,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . M r s .  S. Chapman 


(E!iznbet!i Jrtiersun, J U ~ I ' S  sister, a celebrntrd and 
ppulnr Park Theatre actress.) 

M r s  Caniioitr. . . .  . M r s .  Joseph Jefferson, Jr.  

Lac!y Sir~,el-,zuell . . . .  Jane Jefferson Ander son  

( D . ~ l ~ ~ l i t c ro f  John's siater, Euphemin, a n d  motlier i ~ f  

Effit. Gcrrnon.) 

!Ka?-i/i.. . . . . . . . .  .Mis s  M a r y  A n n e  Jefferson 
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(6) Madame Celeste, who came here 
under the name of Mademoiselle Ce- 
leste, in June, 1827,  and bounded at  
once into the affections of young N e w  
York,  claimed to be but fourteen years 
of age when she appeared at the Bow- 
ery, then called the American Theatre.  
T h e  next year the precocious beauty 
became the  wife of Henry Elliott, of 
Baltimore, but remained on the stage 
the only premi2re danseuse and panto-
mimist in the country. 

After two years of immense success 
in our cities she returned home to 
Paris, then to London, and became a 
star on the English stage. Every few 
years she would make her last appear- 
ance in America," and her farewell 
benefits outnumbered Miss Cushman's. 
Much  as she played in English-speak-
ing lands she was unable t o  learn the 
language until late in her career, and her 
attractions were confined to her wonder- 
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fully expressive pantonlime and her ex-
quisite dancing ; she created &i'rztkildL* 
in the " French  Spy,'' 1b40111i in the 
"Green  Bushes," F~.nelinin " MasanE-
ello," i'Mivianr in "T h e  W o m a n  in 
Red," and the  Buyatlrre in Auber's 
beautiful ballet-opera. 

(7) Alexina Fisher, born in Frank-
fort, Ky.,  in 1822,  inherited her bril-
liant talents from her popular father and 
mother, M r .  and M r s .  Palmer Fisher, 
the latter best known to fame and 
Philadelphia audiences as  Mrs.  Edward 
N. Tbayer .  Alexina, who appeared 
in infancy on t h e  stage, made her first 
success as Young Norval at  t h e  N e w  
Uork  Bowery in 183I, although she 
had previously appeared at  the Park as 
Clnnz in the Maid of Milan," and she 
became, like her relative and predeces-
sor, the celebrated Clara Fisher, a star- 
ring " infant prodigy," even performing 
Juliet to  George Jones's Romeo for  her 

I 66 
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benefit at the Bowery. F r o m  1835 to 

1850 Miss Fisher was attached for 
seven years to  the  Chestnut  and eight 
years to the walnut's regular companies 
in Philadelphia, dividing the  honors, as 
a comedienne, with her  mother. 

I n  1 8 5 1  she married John Lewis 
Baker and went  with him to California 
for three years, performing there and 
subsequently at  the various theatres he 
managed in Cincinnati, L o ~ ~ i s v i l l e ,  and 
lastly the  Grand  Opera House, N e w  
York ,  all the  leading characters in gen- 
teel comedy and lighter tragedy with 
unvarying success. H e r  last appear-
ance in N e w  Y o r k  was in support of 
Edwin Booth during his famous W i n t e r  
Garden engagement of 1862 .  She died 
in Philadelphia, h la rch  27, I 887.  

(8) Charles, youngest of the  Kemble  
family, was born the year his sister, 

Mrs.  Siddons, made her first appearance 
at  Drury Lane ,  1775.  T h i s  graceful, 
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elegant actor, after awkwasd beginni~igs, 
'became the incomparable hIe,.rutio, Fa/-
roi~brid~e,
A,lr;rol,el, Li r . rs ;a ,  Ut-inndo,Cop-
fain Ahsoiutr, C1~nl.ie.r Szrrjiiire, R o m e o  and 
Btnediik of the English stage for nearly 
a quarter of a century-most of  it passed 
with his talented family at  D r u r y  Lane,  
Haymarket,  and Covent Garden T h e a -  
tres; of the last named he became mana- 
ger, to  his idini te  loss and vexation. 

Saved TI-om ruin by his daughter's 
talents, he brought her to  America in  
r 832 to reap a golden harvest. His 
fame and her beauty, with their corn-
bined briiliant acting, filled the leading 
theatres of the country ti11 1834, when 
she married and in  1835 he returned to 

England to remain. Although he fair- 
ly performed leading parts in  tragedies 
such as Wanziet, Piewe, Ricbar-d l I I . ,  
and Othi/o, his gay, gallant, and effect- 
ive pel-sonation of high comedy carried 
the intelligent audiences by storm. 



F r o m  I 8 3 5  to I 8 4 0  he  occasionally 
acted in England, but preferred giving 
readings of  Shakespeare, which he  did 
frequently by royal command,  though his 
increasing deafness interfered greatly 
with his stage performances. H e  held 
t h e  position of  Examiner  of Plays, to  
which he had been appointed by the  
Lord Chamberlain, until his death on  
November I 1, 1854.  

(9) Frances A n n e  Kemble,  author-
ess, poetess, and actress, beautiful and 
gifted, was born in  London,  November  
27, 1809.  T o  save her father, Charles 
Kemble, f rom bankruptcy, she went  on 
the  stage in r 8 2 9  and a t  once took her 
place on  t h e  top o f  t h e  ladder, disdain- 
ing, however (as did a n  eminent Ameri- 
can  actress), the steps which led t o  re- 
nown, and made friends, fame,  and 
fortune. F o r  nearly three years she 
filled Covent  Garden  and replenished 
its exhausted treasury with her wonder- 



ful  impersonation of Yil i t t  (her first 
part), and in h a )  TecizlLz, Portin, BM-
t?-il.,,Bio/ii.n, as well as her aunt 's ( M r s .  
Siddon.;) great characters, l;it/wlln, En-
pht,win, Cnlista and Brluidm~i. Equal  
to her yziliet was her original part of 

7rclin in the Hunchback," and when 
she came with her father to America 
in September, 1832, her reception and 
continued support by the best elements 
of  society were unprecedented. I n  the 
full tide of  triumphant success she left 
the  stage in 1834 to make a n  unhappy 
alliance with Pierce Butler of Philadel-
phia, who took her-an ardent aboli-
tionist-to his plantation in Georgia. 
I n  184.5 she became divorced f rom M r .  
Butler. T h e  following year she spent 
with her talented sister, Adelaide Kernble 
Sartolis, in Continental travel, and in 
I 8+7 commenced her famous readings, 
with unvarying success both in America 
and England. T h e  last of  these in 
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N e w  Y o r k  was given to crowded and 

cultured audiences in Steinway Hall, 

October ,  1868.  She died at her 

daughtel's residence in London,  Janu- 

a ry  16 ,  1893.  
( I  o) Junius Brutus Booth was restless 

and erratic even in youth. After absorb- 

ing ;I fine cllssica! education he  at-

tempted to learn the  printing-trade, then 

studied law, which he soon left to  enter 

the navy;  finally, a t  seventeen, he  be-

came a strolling actor with Penley's 

Circuit, and after two years of  provincial 

playing, reached a small stock position 
in Covent  Garden T h e a t r e  in I S  15 and 

1816. 
An injudicious at tempt of' his friends 

to place him in competition with Edmund 

Kean,  who at  times assumed ro be his 

friend, resulted in angry rivalry and riot, 

and ended i n  his ieaving England in  
April, I 8 2 I ,  for America. 

Having already achieved a success 
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with ali but Kean's supporters in "Rich-  
ard III.," he chose that for his principal 
part in the N e w  Mrorld,and soon estab- 
lished his reputation as a star of t h e  
first magnitude throughout the Union,  
especially in  R;rbaril, Pe~L.nl-i/, lop, 
Hatriji't, Sir Gilts, Sh~lork, Sir Edzvnrd 
rFfortittw and B t x t ~ ~ sin John Howard 
Payne's tragedy. His eccentricity was 
exhibited in occasionally pel-forming Joha 
Lujrip in  the ( 'Review," or J m y  S t ~ ~ w k  
in the ""Mayor of Garrett" (clownish, 
comic afterpieces on his benef t  nights), 
and his acquirements were shown by 
his performance at  Bristo! o f  Shj'lwi. in 
a strange Hebrew dialect and of Ol.t,stes 
in the  original French  at  N e w  Orleans. 

F~.orn 1822 t o  1838 his starring 
tours (including t w o  visits t o  England, 
where  his splendid abilities were finally 
acknowledged), brought him increasing 
fame and fortulle, but both were sadly 
interfered with by his unfortunate in-

176 
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temperance, approaching at  times to  in- 
sanity. After  r 838,  when an acciden- 
tal blow of his friend, T o m  Flynn, broke 
his nose, defacing his handsome visage 
and spoiling a splendid voice, he  played 
but seldom, passing his days on his farm 
in Maryland. His last pears, clouded 
by his growing infirmity, ended with his 
performances in N e w  Orleans in N o -
vember, 1852 ,  a n d h e  died on the  boat, 
on  his way home, on the 22d of  that  
month. 

( I  I )  Josephine Clifton was never  
great, but her beauty, romantic career 
and association with Hamblin and For -  
rest, placed her more prvminently before 
the public than better actresses, and her 
splendid presence and fine voice proved 
attractive from her first appearance in 

1831 at t h e  Bowery until she retired as 
the  wife of  Robert  L. Place, the N e w  
Orleans manager, in 1846.  She was 
the first American actress to  star in 
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England, appearing at  I l ru ry  Lane in 
I 83j in her favorite characters of Bel-

, I B and i t .  I n  
1837 she made G ~ i ~ t aa success in the  
play written i o r  her by N.  P. IVillis, 
entitled "Bianca Violante," in which 
she played the title r6le. Her  sub-
sequent pel-formances in her native city 
of  N e w  York  and throughout the States 
we!-e mainly with Forrest, and in his 
especial pieces. She died in N e w  01.-
leans, November 22,  1847. 

( I  2) T h o m a s  Sowerby Harnblin was 
born in London in 1800,and after per- 
t a m i n g  for six years in England, rising 
f rom small business in the  provinces t o  
a prominent place at Drury  Lane,  came 
here, in r 825, and on November 1st 
appeared at  the Park T h e a t r e  as Hclndet. 

After starring through the United States 
for  four  years as  a tragedian, he  became 
the  lessee of the Bowery Theatre ,  N e w  
York ,  " "Bron " l a m e s  H. Hackett 
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being associated with him for the first 
year (1830). Five years of  careful 
management made Hamblin sole owner,  
when  in Sep-iein!,er, 1836,  the  theatre 
burned down after the performance of 
Miss Medina's success f~d  play of " L a -
fitte," causing a total loss. Undis-
mayed, Hamblin secured a lease of the  
rebuilt Bowery, which was burned in 
I 838 and again in I 845. 

i n  1848  he procured and refitted t h e  
Old Park  Thea t re ,  which opened on 
September q th ,  and was burned down 
on December 16th, closing the career 
of Gi Old Drlrry " and  of Hamhlin as  
manager at the same time. No man 
was better known in  the  thirties and 
forties in N e w  Y o r k  than T o m  H a m -  
blin, and his fine R o m a n  head and 
strongly marked face were familiar a t  
Windust 's,  Florence's, the Astor and all 
such places where men loved to con-
gregate. H e  was a strong melodramatic 



actor, b u t  troubled with a severe asthma 
which frequently affected his speech. H e  
died at  his residence in Broom Street, 
January 8, 1853. 

(13) M r s .  Shaw, n t e  Eliza Marion 
Teewar ,  fourth and last wife of T o m  
Hamblin, came here from England when 
twenty-five and made her first appear- 
ance at the Park as ll.i'irrrl;rr,ia in T h e  
Wife," February 28, 1836 ; she also 
appeared successfully before becoming a 
fixture a t  the old " Bowery," in 7 n l i t t ,  
Chi-istiu~,,Euicdtt/., ,7uiin, anti the lighter 
characters of tragedy, although her 
beauty a d  ta!ents were better adapted 
L O  high comedy, and as the  heroine of 
Iinowles'  plays and in Bcnti.ir.e, I / i o l m t r ,  

j%licrltn, Lnili, Tcozle, and Xnirriiud she 
charmed the  playgoers. H e r  fine tall 
figure showed to rare advantage in 
a breeches parts," and she includecl 
Hrr~rziit,h i t ,  Rai~ico, Y'nziiig hToi-,'iil, and 
Jnck Sheppm-d in her repertory. From 
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I 839, with the exception of brief star-
ring trips through the country, she re- 
mained with Harnblin and the (( Bow-
ery " as leading lady, unsirrpassed in the 
general excellence of hei- very varied 
personations. She retired El-om the stage 
on account of her- increasing stoutness 
before 1860, and died July 4, 1873. 

(14) George Horton Barrett (&"en- 
tleman George ") came here as an in-
fant from England, where he was born 
June 9, r 794,and appeared, when but 

thirteen years old, as l . r /~~ i /~ riVor.e,nia t  

the Park Theatl-e. H e  afterwards be- 
came one of the best known light 
comedians on our stage, performing 
with great success, C%N~/L,!Sw/;icc, Puff 
in the Critic," Captoin J h s d r t t e ,  Dol-i-
i-out-t, and similar characters from I 822  
to 1855,  when he took his farewell 
testimonial benefit at the N e w  York 

Academy of Music. Mr .  Barrett was 
especially celebrated as a stage manager 

I S  I 
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through a long part of his fifty years of 
professional life, first with Gilfert of the 
Bowery Thea t re ,  then with T o m  Barry 
at  the T r e m o n t  T h e a t r e  in Boston:  
afterward with Caldwell of the N e w  
Orleans Thea t re .  

H e  was t h e  best known in this city 
as the manager of  Colonel Mann's  
Broadway T h e a t r e  from its opening in 

1847. H e  was a tall and graceful actor, 
with a refined manner which secured his 
well-known appellation. H e  died in 
N e w  Y o r k  City,  September 5 ,  1860. 

(15) T h o m a s  Apthorpe Cooper left 
unappreciative London in his twentieth 
year t o  try his fortune with Manager  
T h o m a s  Wignel l  at the Chestnut  Street 
T h e a t r e  in Philadelphia in 1796. 
T h e r e ,  as afterward in N e w  York ,  his 
handsome face and figure, fine voice, 
and unquestioned ability made him the 
popular favorite in leading parts both of 
tragedy and genteel comedy. 

182 




During the  first quartel- of the cen- 
tur-y he was  the acknowledged leader of  
the profession, and both on  and off the 
stage courted and admired. I n  r 8 0 6  
he became, first with Dunlap then with 
Stephen Price, the manager of  the Park 
T h e a t r e  until 1814. I n  r 8 0 3  he had 
visited England and again in 1 8 1 0  with 
only moderate success. A t  the latter 
visit he  induced George F1-ederick Cooke 
t o  come to America with him ; during 
Cooper's last visit to  England i n  1828 he 
was coldly treated as a n  American, b ~ l t  
welcomed home wal-rnly when, with 
Q. W. Hacket t  as h z p ,  he  produced 
" Ithtl?ello" o n  his I-eturn. Both these 

parts, with Wotrili,t, icliichrtb, Lcnn, 
Pii,i-~-t-, H ~ ~ J P L I I . ,Al'cci.k /!iithoiy, BLYJI.I.I[I~, 
Pctrurbio, Doricow-t an ci Chnri~s S u i ~ k i ~ ,  
were ranked among the best of the one 
hundred and fifty characters he  fr-e-

quently appeared in.  H e  practically left 
the stqge i n  1835, although he played 
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occasionally until 1838. T h r o u g h  the  
influence of  his son-in-law, Robert  
Tyle r ,  he  was appointed a N e w  Y o r k  
Custom House officer, a position he  
held until his death at  Hristol, Pa., in 
his seventy-third year, April 21 ,  1849. 

( I  6) Edmon Sheppard Conner, born 
in Phladelphia, September 9, 1809, at  
twenty left the tailoring board t o  do 
small parts a t  the A r c h  and W a l n u t  
Street Theatres, thence to Cincinnati 

and t h e  Wes t .  H e  was a fine-looking, 
tall and versatile ac tor ;  he  played all 
sorts of business with Wernyss f rom 
1834 t o  1838  in Pittsburg and Phila- 
delphia. I n  the latter year he  became 
leading juvenile a t  Wallack 's  National 
T h e a t r e  in N e w  York ,  and f o r  several 
years thereafter performed mainly in 
N e w  Y o r k  and his native city lighter 
parts in both tragedy and comedy, with 
occasional clashes into melodrama, which 
was his best forte. His  favorite parts 
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/ , , 5 / / ! , ,  /f 'o)/of , /?dh!g>t ,weye C I ! ~ ~ I ~ ~ / ~ ~  
etc. H e  also, with moderate success, 
managed the Arch Street T h e a t r e  from 
I 8 5 0  to I 852, and the Albany T h e a t r e  
in I 853 and r 854 .  F o r  twenty years 
he made starring tours t h r o ~ ~ g hthis 
country (visiting England in  I 875) ,  
where his commanding presence and 
remarkable versacilicy were fairly ac-
ceptable. H e  died at Rutherford, N. J., 
on  December 15 ,  1891. 

( I  7) Charlotte Saunders Cushrnan, 
descendant of the  Puritan Cushmans of 
Mayflower days, fought down the ill- 
success attending lirr f i r s t  t'ssi), in 

opera, and after years of struggling as a 
poorly paid stock actress at  the Bowery 
arid Park Thea t res ,  by shcer merit rose 
t o  the  position of the  Queen of Trag-  
edy, and maintained i t  for twenty years. 
F r o m  I 8 4 5  t o  1849,  and again f rom 
1 8 5 2  to I 857 ,  she was so I-ecognized in 
England and divided the applause with 



hlacready at  the Princess's T h e a t r e  in 
London on her !isst visit. H e r  forcible 
and almost masculine manner and face 
prevented success in co!nedj., but made 
her i2hg IUcr~.Jlil-.c, A~trtr~y "j'ykes, and 

~ ' b l ~ . G r ~ p . ,as well as &In(-

bi2tb,A/ii.i~,.?ICL.II Cot/i,'t.itrc, and Biorico, 

world-renowned. i n  heavy tragedy and 
melodrama no one has filled her place. 
She was acceptable as Rolneo, which she 
often played, and passable as fimht, 
V'd -cy ,  and  even Cliircch hft/tinttr. Dur -
ing the war she performed several times 
for the sanitary co!nmissions, and gave 

%J.'Fera!!y of  her large fortune. She con- 
tented herself with giving readings, 
which were un?iformly successful, from 
I 8 7 0  to 1 8 7 5 ~and died, in her native 
city of Boston, February 18, 1876, in 
her sixtieth year. 

(18) James T l i o r i ~ e ,  f rom the  Eng- 
lish Opera  House, I,ondon, made his 

iirst appearance in America at  the  Park 

1 8 6  



Thea t re ,  Ncw k'ork, on the occasiilll. of 
h/liss Maly  liock's benetit, November  
5, 1830,  as L 'ou~ i t  Bpiirto, and performed 
with various success i n  several operas, 
making a hit here, as he  had in Eng-
land, as ESnva in the  a Barber of Se-
v i l l e .  H e  gave u p  singing in r 834, 
and forming a partnership with James 
M. Scott managed the Cincinnati and 
Vicksburgh Theatres ,  where, as in 
other westel-n cities, he acceptably 
played " old men's " characters in corne- 
dies. H e  died on his way home in 

1843 .  
( r g j  Tvi-one Powel,, the  Water ford  

hov, tr-ied the army and navy. Early in 

life he was sent to  Sotlth Africa, but 
soon rrturned, and in his twentieth year, 
in 18I 5, became an actor, struggling in 
light comedy and as general utility man 
in small London and country theatres 
for ten or twelve years, with a brief re- 
tirement about $ 819 and 1820. I n  



1827, much  to his disgust and against 
his remonstrances, he  was cast for an 
Ir ish character which made such a hit 
he  thereafter became exclusively a n  
Trish comedian-dwarfing his pl-edeces- 
sors, Irish Qohnstone and Connor,  and 
even obliterating Moody,  the  first stage 
Irishman. MILIYW/~ Dt-hruj~, BII/'?T~-
d q ~ , 
Dl.. 0' Tio/o,and .!blqjo~. O'F/o l~ ,rtjl 
became famous ; his o w n  plays of " St. 
Patrick's Eve," ROI-yO ' h ~ l o r e , "  and L C  

Flannigan and the  Fail.ies " added to 
his celebrity, and the Waymarket gladly 

paid him L I ~ Oa week in 1834,  whcn a 
dczen  years before he had received but 
three. H e  became immensely popular 

in America, which he visited in I 833 ,  
I 8 3 6 ,  and I 8 3 9  ; and his wel l -know~i  
book,  Impressions of America," 
shows  a hearty appreciation of' the 
country and his many warm friends 
here. Besides being the best Sir Lm.im, 
Po//:lv O ' X n f f i r t j ,  TYtir iLIoot.a, and Sir 

I S Y  
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CI'Pl~l'~ni~aJ~Lii,.ii.k ever seen, his genial 

personal character and the talents he ex- 
hibited as playwl-iter, poet, and novelist 
made his visits here reciprocally delight- 
ful ,  and the loss of the  steamship Presi- 
dent in March,  in I 8 4  I ,  caused genuine 
mourning on both sides of  the ocean, for 
the  brilliant actor and gen t len~an  w h o  
sank with her. 

( 2 0 )  John R. Scott,  a talented, ro-
bust tragedian and melodramatic actor 
of  the Forrest school, was born in the 
birthplace of many eminent American 
actors, Philadelphia, October  I 7, I 808 .  
H i s  early car-eer was a series of- struggles 
ii.0111his first appearance in I 827 ,  until 
1846,  when  he visited England, playing 
at  the  Princess T h e a t r e  in London in 
I 847,  and returned to the  O l d  Bowery, 
where h e  had been for years the favor- 
ite of  the  east side t!leatre-goers. H e  

remained at  the  Bowery, with the  ex-
ception of brief starring visits South and 

I 89  



W e s t ,  till 1852,  then joined l'urdy's 
National 'Theatre until his death, which 
occurred March 2 ,  I 856,  and which 
was hastened by his unfortunate social 
habits and indulgence. 

I n  eariy life he had supported Forrest 
with great effect, and in later Jvears per- 
formed many of  Forrest's parts with 
power and vigor, especially Pii,r-~.i.i n  

Venice PI-eserved," D~?lio?i,/ ' ~ I ~ ; ~ ~ ~ L I s ,  

Afiichtth, and Cnilrzui~i. 

( 2 1 )  Wil l iam Charles Macreaciy, 
born M a r c h  3, 1793 ,  was well educated 
in his native Londoil and at  Rugby,  
with a view to the  practice of law, but 
his father's ill-success at management 
in t h e  provinces drove him t o  the stage, 
and at  the age of sixteen he  essayed 
Romrv successfully in Birmingham. 
T h r e e  years after he performed Ori:.rtrs 
at Covent  Garden,  and soon became 
the leading tragedian oi' England, filling, 
for over twenty years, the place heid 
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before by Edmund Kean and thc Kem-
bles, and after his retirement in I 8jr ,  
hy Phelps and Irving. 

T h i s  acknowledged leader and pride 
of the British stage also won the admi- 
ration of the more cultured citizens 
during his three visits to America in 
r 826,  1843, and 1848. T h e  last visit, 
however, closed with the unhappy 
quarrel with Forrest and consequent 
terrible riot in Astor Place. Full of 
mannerisms, with peculiar voice and 
homely visage, his genius, industry, anti 

wonderfrll ability as an artist kept him 
in the front and defied all opposition, or 

even competition. We left the stage in 
the height of his power and pop~~lari ty 
a t  the age of fifty-eight, living in quiet 
retirement with his bociks and studies 
and eminent friends until his death in 

18737 
His iange extended through the 

higher walks of tragedy and melodrama, 



his most appreciated parts being JJirr-
hi.tb, Oti,,ii '~,Il ;-t.,iii., //;i/Iii!-,,, Ri'Li,iit.ii 
IT., Rob &.I,, 7itg;~ii/ts, anti Rii.bL~ii~~zi. 
Of the last three he  was the original 
perfol-rnw, and also of G ' ; J ~ ~ ~ I ~ J ,/f7lii'f1t11 
TeIL, JIfi.c!/ E:,,,(I,II, and C h d t  MP/-
120tti'. 

His  eccentricities of  temper are best 
indicated by his published diary, a strange 
compound of  piety, petulance, and peni- 
tence. 

( 2 2 )  John Drew,  Sr., was nut only 
a renowned personator of Irish charac- 
ters, but an admirable actor of light 
ecce~l t r i c  comedy parts, which he often 
played in the  early portion of his too 
brief career. Pn N e w  York ,  Philadel- d 

phis, San Francisco, Albanv and other 
cities where  be  was an especial favorite, 
he was more closely identified with 
c c  Handy Andy," Dr. 0'711&,Sir Lu-
cius (1 '7; . iS113r ,  " T h e  Irish Emigrant," 
and other  popular representations of 
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Irishmen than any actor since the 
days of Tyrone  I'owel-. Philadelphia 
mav be claimed as the home of John 
Drew, and the Arch Street Theatl-e 
saw its halcyon days under the excellent 
management of Mr .  Drew and his pal-t- 
ner, William Wherrtie..  BIrm Drew 
was born in Dublin, September 3, I 827, 
and died in Philadelphia, May 21,  1862.  

(23) Edward Loomis Davenport, 
one of the most versatile and talented of' 
our American actors, was a Boston boy, 
bol-n in 1816. I n  the early forties he 
was a favorite stock actor at the Bowery, 
joini::g Mrs. Piowatt on her starring 
tour, commencing in I 845 and perform- 
ing with her most of'the time until 1854, 
mainly in England, where both were 
well received. He  played leading and 
alternate business with hlacready on the 
latter's farewell engagement at the Hay- 
market in 185 1 .  His repertory in-
cluded widely divergent parts, from 
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i Y ~ ? t / / ~ , t )  tSi/. O~~ITI . I , / I I . / ]O t / ' ~ ~ l / ~ ,  G~/PJJ 
Ni.zltits,and I'ciio~.n,to  // i'iiiiii~i(" Black-
Eyed Susan"), Bill S i , k ~ s ,  H ~ z i,!.;oh 

P d ~ l i m t ,  Gcptc~iil Hcwk!-/i:i~, and Sir 
H i t l . In all he was 

equalled by f e w  and in many excelled 
by none. A fondncss for occasional 
management caused the loss of most of 
his liard earned and deserved gains, and 
in his later years he formed part of such  
combinations as the ( (  W-allack-Daven-
port" and (( Barrett, Davenport and 
Bangs" starring sets. T h i s  most worthy 
gentleman and admirable actor died on 
Septeiiiber I ,  1877 ,  at his daughter 
Fanny's residence in Canton,  Pa. 

(24) Edwin Booth, named by his 
eccentric father after his then admira- 
tion-Forrest-changed afterward in 
temporary anger to Edwin  T h o m a s ,  
has filled too large a space to require 
more than passing mention. T i l e  B ~ T -

L ~ o ,i?tlii h)/ii.r) Riih~IiL,r~,Z N ~ L ' ; O ~  and 
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Da,l C~L..I(II.,the stage and the ideal of  
i51ic~,iit,r tilt. cultured and intelligento f  

lover of the drama, has been portrayed 
recently by living, Winter ,  Basl-ett, 
Hutton,  Bispham, \ - o ~ ~ n g ,  Hil! and a 
dozen other writers,and his sweet,simple 
manners, brilliant talents and genial gen- 
erosity extolled hy numberless admirers. 
His gentle spirit departed June 7, 1853 .  

(25) Joseph Jeffel-son ( o u r  Joe), 
fourth of  the Jeffersons and  third of the 
Josephs, was born in Philadelphia, Feb-  
ruary 20, 1825 .  His  fir-st recorded 
appearance, witnessed by Mrs.  John 
D r e w ,  was when  tumbled out of a bag 
at  T. D. Rice's benefit in 1833 at the 
Washington Thea t re ,  with the iol1ou--
ing couplet introduced in his famous 
song by the negro delineator : 6 L  Ladies 
and G e m m e n ,  I 'd have you for to know 
I 've got  a little tiarkie hel-e to  j u m p  J i n ~  
Crow," which Joe did, imitating per-
f - e c t l  his sable carrier. His  barn-storm- 



ing stl.uggle in the W e s t  and South, and 
adventures in Mexico, as well as later 
triumphs in England, Australia, and 
through the Union, are familiar to all 
his myriad of admii-ers through his own 
charming autobiography. I n  this ciq, 
his h s t  comic part was at  Chanfrau's 
National T h e a t r e  (the old Chatharn) in 
September, 1849, with his s tepbro ther ,  
Chariev Burke, and Mrs. Barnev Wil-  
jiams, hut his gl-eat success was not to 
come until Oc tober  lo, 1858, w!~en 
Laura  Keene presented "Our  American 
Cousin." After that enormous run he 
joined the new enterprise of  Stuart and 
Roucicault called the  W i n t e r  Garden 
T h e a t r e  (where t h e  Grand  Central 
Hotel  now standsj, and made a series 
of hits as Cokb Plu/tirner-, Dl-. Poi~~loss, 

S ( i i t ~ t ~  iVezu//rnr2 ATo~g.r and RipSL.U~&T, 
i ' n ~  fFritdk,establishing his reputation 
as the first comedian of  the age. In 
I 866 he adopted Boucicault's revised 

rg8  
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version of "Rip," making a n  immense 
success with it, first in England and 
then at home, and has adhered to i r  ever 
since, occasionally performing Bob AL.I-cJ 
by  way oE variety. 

(26) James Edward Murdoch,  one 
of the  finest elocutionists and light com- 
edians of the American stage, born 
January 2 5 ,  I 8 I I,  first became cele-
brated as leading juvenile at  the Chest-
nut Street T h e a t r e  in his native city, 
where he supported Fanliy Keinble in 
1833. H e  afterward was stage rnanagei- 
of that theatre, and later., in 1841, of 

the Nariona! Thea t re ,  Boston. Until 
1858 he performed at  intervals in the 
leading theatres of the United States, 
achieving a n  unsurpassed reputarion in 
?>TLIIX iCIi)-/ibcl, C f m d ~ ,  Rour*~-, J m p i c / ,  
Bz~~~~li~ifi ,0 1 - l r r i i h ,  Eue{yic, and  iTIe~.i/~tia, 
and i n  these especial characters he was 
f-or-tunate enough t o  please the Engiish 
critics 011 his visit in I 856. 
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T h e  breaking o u t  of the  Civil W a r  
in 1861 brought him Irom his O h i o  

fa!-m, to  which he had retired i n  1858, 
and with patriotic zeal he devoted three 
years t o  reading and lecturing for the 
v a i - i o i ~  sanitary commissions or enter-
taining the sick and wounded at  the 
soldiers' hospitals. Mi-. Murdoch's  last 
performances were at  the grand dra-
matic festival ii> Cincinnati in r 883, and 
he  died in that city M a y  I 9, I 893. 






